QctoBER 31, 1930

THE FURNESS GLIDING CLUB.

Founded just three months ago, the Furness Gliding Club
can now claim to be well established. )

A suitable training site approved by the B.G.A., to whom the
club is affiliated, has been secured at Gleaston Park Farm,
Gleaston, W. Ulverston, whilst headquarters and Club rooms
suitable for construction work are available at East Mount,
Barrow-in-I"urness.

Following visits paid by members of the committee to
Gliding Meetings, the purchase of a British Aircraft Co.

- machine, type B.A.C II, was decided on—the machine to
be delivered to our site on Oct. 26.

Following on the conference oi Northern Gliding Clubs
at Scarboro’ on Oct. 4th and 5th at which our Club was
represented, arrangements were made for the Scarboro’
Club to assist us at our opening meeting.

The outcome was a most successful demonstration of
Sailplaning by Herr Magersuppe at Out Park, Kirkby-in-
Furness, on Oct. 25 and 26. A 2-seater Sailplane was used
and passenger flights were made. As a point of interest
may be mentioned that a lady was passenger on the second
trip made.

On Oct. 25, rather a strong wind ‘prevailed, and Herr
Magersuppe expressed the opinion that if a sealed baro-

zraph had been availahle he would have attempted
to  break the altitude record. Duration of flights
was limited only on account of the short time available. A
height of 1,000 ft. above the starting point was easily
attained. .

On Oct. 26 the B.A.C. delivered the Club B.A.C. IT type
primary Glider, also the fuselage necessary to convert same
to a B:A.C. III type Secondary Glider. Both types of
machines were successfully demonstrated by Mr. Lowe
Wylde, of the B.A.Co. A glide of some 1 minute’s duration
was attained on the primary.

As the secondary type was not tested untii the afternoon,
when the wind had dropped considerably, Mr. Lowe Wylde
was unable to soar above the starting point and after
gliding for some 14 miles, he eventually landed on the
hillside below the starting point. Herr Magersuppe also
flew in the B.A.C. TIT machine with like result.

The Club, who were fortuuate enough to secure Com-
mander C. W. Cowen, O.B.E. R.N. of Messrs. Vickers-
Armstrong, Ltd, as their president. hove to begin training
almost immediately. Meantime inquirers and intending
members should apply to the Decretary, R. Cuthill, 31,
Church Street. Barrow-in-Furness.



NOVEMBER 14, 1930

THE FURNESS GLIDING CLUB.

The Furness Gliding Club s now getting down to the serionus busi-
ness ol tranineg on the stte at Gleaston Park Farm.

Suceessiul meetings were held on Nov, 1 oand 2. Proceedinegs ter-
minated on Nov. 1 with the first  erash.,” when a skid was damaeed
This was repaired in time lor instruction to continue by noon
the following day and numerous slides and hops were made.

Nov., 8 saw an resumption of operations, and a number of short haops
were made.  As belore, w minor crash occurred, and although the
damage was put right in time for instruction to continue on the
Sunday. bad wenther put an end to training for the dav.

The Club will hold its tirst General Meeling on Saturday. Nov. 1)
al the Tmperial Hotel, Barrow-in-Fuarness,  The General Meeting will
be preceded by a Public Meeting, at which a lecture will be givea

Films showing Herr Magersuppe's (lights in the Scuarborough Club's
two-senter sailplane ot Kivrkby in October should prove interesting: the
Club will also have the pleasure ol seeing o tlm of Mr. Lowe Wyide 1n
the Club's own machine.,  The public will be given an opportaniiy
of joining the Club, prior to the General Meeting

Particnlars may  be obtained from the See o My RO Cuthedl 3
Church Street, Barrow-ln-Fuarness,

ol



APRIL 3, 1931

THE FURNESS GLIDING CLUB.

Lack of favourable weather, and latterly the loss of our trainiag
gite, hns prevented this club from featuring in the news columns
of lIate.

We have been fortunate enough lo secure a site for operations
this comling week-end, when we hope Lo put in some concentrated
truining, and arrungements are in hand for un extended lease of the
snine,

A constructional section of the Club has been formed. and a trailer
built for the transport of our machine. Although nol completely

fimished. the tratler gave every satisfuction when called on Lo assist
in the removal to our new training  site,

With the approach of the long evenings, and ws our Lew site s
only 2 mitles out of town., we hope to have no lack of attendance at
future mectings. '

Members from thiis Club visited Blackpool on Maer., 10, lo witness
the Auto-Towing Demonstration srranged by the National Flying
Services, arriving Just in time to see Mr. Lowe-Wyide, of the British

*Aucraflt Co, take ofl from the roadway and alight on the aecrodrome
nooneat piece of vork, Quite o nmber of nstructive thghts were
piven,  anpressive  of  the safety of this method of instruction, in
capable hands, and ot which film records were secured



APRIL 17, 1931

THE FURNESS GLIDING CLUB.

Despite, or In consequence of, the fact that we were [avoured with
fnir wenther for the Faster week-end our four-day meeting had
ruther w feeble send-ofl. By noon, however, on Friday, members were

sufliclent to warrant nostart being made by way of sampling the
severanl flelds olaced at our disposal,

The first site was heavily ridged, and in consequance the take-ofl
and landing were distinetly bumpy. A change of sile to a flatter
fleld  brought disaster rather than relief from the rocky passages
previously indulged in for at the first attempt on it & hedge evidently
made itself  too conspicuous and prompted the zogler to but on
rudder. The machine was duly removed from the scrub and work
put In hand immediately on the reconditioning. This was cellected
by noon on Salurday., by which time a fresh and gusty wind ruled

the day and in consequence the control of the machine was very
tricky.

In all flights the machine veered to the right, the ailerons being
powerless to correct this, whilst rudder resulted in side drift. Per-
sistence in these resulls led to the suspension of operations for the
day, and this action was commended in that it ensured that the

muachine was materially sound for Sunday's operations, which promised
to be Lhe most ellective.

Sunday came up to expectations, and in all some dozen members
were able to make several flights aplece. under the captaincy of Mr,
J. F. Latham, whilst the duties of instructor werg very eflectively
performed by Mr, F. Pilling. of the Surrey Club (also member and
Counecll Representative of the Furness Club), whose presence and
nssistance were much appreciated.

This concluded the operations for the week-end for on Monday

there was a distinct lack of brawn and wind, whilst the machine
Itselfl had to confess to shaky supports,



APRIL 24, 1931

THE FURNESS GLIDING CLUB.

On Sunday, April 12, 4hy Club machine once again took the fleld-
unfortunately it did so in more than one sense on the second flight,
with the result that the forepart of the skld was smashed. The
wind eonditions prevailing were most uncertnin, ns was more evident

when some days Iater n slow-motion fiim was shown of the operations
und clearly indicated a " bumpy " state of aflairs.

As a start-ofl the proceedings were anvthing but encouraging. par-
ticularly in vigw of the fact that the Lancaster and Morecambe Motor
Club had announced their intentlon of paving us n visit to see our
machine in tight, To ourselves the arrival of the visitors was most
timely and we lacked no asststance in dismantling the machine and
transporting to our ficld headquarters for reconditioning One member
with evele and side-car hitehed on to our trailer eflected n speedy
and safe journey back to H.Q.

The damaged skid, for such it was, was speedily removed, and the
spare fitted in place. and in little more than an hour’'s time we were
ready for the fleld again. This time in view of a further change In
wind direction, ete.. n change of site was decided on, and as this was
only some 100 yards nway the machine was soon assembjled ready for
SOTVICe again,

Severnl successiul flights were carried out, the visitors suapplyving the
bulk of the brawn far the ' Sandow de lancement.”  Flyving was then
serdden!y  terminated by an over-abrupt landing, caused by the rope
futlitng to release, and skid Noo 2 pgave up. By this time the vistlors
were preparing to depar! and accordingly they were velieved of any
porstbility  of massing . somethine speetacular,

Lookimg back over the sequence of events, as withessed by them
it secms that perhaps the disappointing oto use exlubition wonld stand
them in good stead, in so far as those anterested in Gliding wonld
have realised that we gliders have our share of troubles, but thnt
with the proper functioning of the " team spirit 7 these can be made
light of

During the week our Ground Engineer, Mr. W. Butterflield. who has
had extensive experience in alreraft construction (R.100, ete ) read o
paper on Motorless Flight to n meeting of Club members. Mr. Butter-
fHeld very ably deseribed the natury of air currents, their action on
aerofoils, and the governing features of ghders and  saiiplanes, and
made « point of stressing the need for ““flvine sbeed ™ to ensure
proper functioning of the control surfaces of these muachines,

The lecture was unforiunately attended by o menere number and
it is as well that the absentees should know that the leeturer had a
very enthusiastic reception at AManchester on Friday, April 17, when
he gave w similar paper betore o vathering of technieal men, at
which the loeal Glidine Clubs were well represented. The baper was
in both instances suitably tHustratsd by dingrams, ete. and effectively
bucked up by a display of Gliding films depictive of ecatapulted and
nuto-towed flight,

With the advent of the lighter evenings the members of the Ciab
are being asked to scour the npighbourhood for a site where certi-
ficnte work can be indulged in, failing which we shall be glad to
hear of neighbouring Clubs, who have such a site, in anticipation
of trying out ou® machine there. n. ¢,



JUNE 5, 1931

THE FURNESS GLIDING CLUB.

Since the last appearance in these columns of notes from the
above Club quite a considerable amount. of time has been spent on
our machine, during which time the whole thing has been tuncd
up and packing inserted under brackets where required. C

Qur cefforts were well rewarded in the recovered controliabllily of
the machine, While this In itself has n direct refiection on the
extent of skid damage likely to be occasioned, with bad landings. the
opportunity was taken advantage of, nevertheless. to strengthen the
centre-section  of the fursslage and generally stiffen up the skid,
Much of this work, unfortunately, had to 'Iw. repeated at a later
date, on account of an untimely disaster when the machine went
diving into the ground: -However. this was all sucecesshllly over-
come and the machine ready and fit at Whitsuntide, it -

A 1ast minute decision was made to enter “for one-al least of the
competitions at llkley, and so it happens that at 5.0 a.m. on Sunday,
May 24. the Furnass Club machine and trailer were dragged out of hed
and the journey commenced. Our Ground Engineer, Mr, Byllerfield,
took the wheel, while the Ground Captain, Mr. W, A. Slevens, ap-
pointed himself traflic superintzndent., Conditions were not exactly
over encouraging, but that, in conslderation of the early hour, was
not taken amiss. A light rain came on later in the morning. bul
by the time we arrived al Ilkley (90.15 a.m.) well! it was wet,

Woofa Bank! Hzre indeed was a dismal desolation. - even' Lhe
Furness squad could not brighten things.

After posting up our arrival and annguneing our intention of
proceeding to Illkley. (we. actually: sot ofli. good : fortune fell 4o-our
lot In that we were able to house our machine al an ndjn%ulpu furnm,
S0 engrossed were we In changing tyres (not attire) that' the now
inporrect notice went unhecded. and resulted in the remainder of
our party, the late starters and unencumbered, 'golng on to Ilkleyy
where they resorted to a house ta house ‘enrch for the ‘fnlpsln.
package. i i I8 AT b FL A T

Representatives of J. Lyons and (‘n and “of the Ilkw Iuh Arrive
al the flylng t(tor was it swimming?) feld later on in e ,n'mrnlng
in time. to post cancellation stotices for the day, and the oppore
tunity was taken of letling our members . tiat detachment) mak4
n careful mapccunn ul’ lhc Lt chlpreuucu e and tlm " Fnlke " whlla
yet intalt. ’ " ol ' ’




The misiald detanchment, I am informed, made n similar tour of
inspection later on in the day. having fallen in with some of the
Ilkley Club during their rounds.

We¢ anll felt o bit annoyed that we could not extend our visit until
the following day (when good conditions prevailed) but would like to
record our hearty appreeintion of the receplion we received from all
the gliding  fraternilty and for the sporting offers from the Ilkley
Club by way of assistance, should we feel at any time disposed
to paying them another visit.

Now that it is nll over—the return journey being accomplished
under ideal conditions - we  feel quite pleased with the endurance
trinls of the trabler--200 miles without a hiteh sounds somewhatl of a
perpetunt motion, what!), By way of proving that the machine, at
lenst, was none Lthe worse for the Jjourney operations on  Sunday.
Muay 31, were very suecessful, some 30 good, clean flights being accom-
plished. It speaks well for the racent modiflcations and adjust-
ments carried out that remarkable ease of control was attained, while
for the flrst time for many week-ends the muachine was housed after
use in n completely serviceable condition,

This state of allairs augurs well for Lthe Club's progress in the
next few weeks, and we have every hope of being able to follow up
with something nchieved by Lhose of our members who are at the
cunlifyving stage for certificntes.



October 14, 1931,
THE FURNESS GLIDING (CLUB

Stowed away, as we are geographically, in this North-West cor-
ner of ngland, with no Gliding Club o within 70 miles, and
searcely ever o visitor from other clubsx, our members, up to a
month or so ago, derived their only encourngement from reading
“ News from the Clubs.”

As with other Clubs our greatest, but by no means only, dif-
ficulty has undoubtediy been the lack of o really good site. Far-
mers generally have been most helpful o self-<tyled sportsmen, with
gun or gollt elub, just the reverse,

IHere are we within easy reach of fine soaving terrain and train-
ing grounds, and vet for months obliged to withstand the ridicule
of passers-by who laugh at our struggles to achieve o h-seconds
glide, and snigger when we attempt to point out our Hmitations,
At last, like o * Dolt from the blue” we succeeded in securing for
one day a site which, if not the ideal, at least is far in advance
of anything hitherto available,

The ** old contemptibles ™ turn up, as it happens, in just suf-
fictent numbers to carey out lanunching,  Fach man in turn is shot
off the hill and dives over hedges into the landing field, We are
stagegered to find that we finish the day with the machine intact
after n number of hazardous 15-second flights,  The end of the
day finds us tired, but fired with o new enthusinsin,

NSeptember arrives—the last o month of our first year of opera-
tions—and with it a youth, Wasserkuppe trained, in the person of
Master Rex Watson (son of Mr. Jax, Watson, whose connection
with the bullding of Dritish Alrships s well knowny,  This yvoung
mnn procecds to demonstrate that our much repabred DBoAC, T
can be flown sxo slowly that rocks, boulders, and whin bushes neoed
hold no tervors for an accomplished  pllot when  landing, our
Ground Captain, Mr., Stevens, decldes to have o tev-out, and after
two attempts finally succeeds, by clocking 32 2-5th seconds, and
that on a site long despised as being muach too risky and dan-
gerous——not  that it isnt either,  The dreaded stall having heen
robhed of its terrors wo now apply for extended permission for
this slte, which has brought the Club its first A" and strangely
cnough we et if,

Sept. 20 arrvives- call glorious and the weather O but the
wind is coming from a difTerent quarter, with the resalt that fresh
hazarvds have to be contended with,  THowever, nothing daunted, we
et to work, and Mr, Stevens takes the fiest flight ot the hill top,
with boulders, roadways and walls beneath him yet to be dodged,
There is much speculation ax to whether he will safely reach the
flnt fields beyvond,

Wallk!  Run!l! Release ! Awnd away goes the machine on a
flight which, asx it proves, paves the way to Club history,  Here ot
Inxt ix n site which makes possible the securing of A" tickets,

Mr. Vernon Foster next takes over the controls, and although
hix times are good (one tlight was of approximately b0 seconds
duration) he is not deemed to have qualified for his “A™ on necount
of his devious course. Obviously the Observer was not prepared to
recommend  certiticates choaply,

Next comes our CGronmd FEngineer, Mreo Duttertield, who by the
way is older than he cares to admit  (so he says, but his en-
thusinsm is vouthlike) and welghs in ot about 13 stone.  The
walls seem to worry him, and he is obessod with the idea that he
must dive to reach the safety of the greensward helow, Aflter
smashing the rudder bar he ix surely disillusioned, and ot his
thivd attempt, and with a time of 32 2.5th seconds, he gslides his
way gracefully into our A" team,

Mro Foster onee agnin takes over, and thrills everyone as the
rope leaves the hook prematurely,  The machine settles on the
tip of the hill, then HOts again, but with little or no forward
speed.  Not being exactly desirous of trying conclusions with the
wall beneath, the pilot turns and lands on the steep hillside
amongst rocks amd o o other obstacles, The machine isx, howoever,
practically  unseratehed, amd after examination enters the arenn
aganin, A owreat day concludes with o tinal flight by Mre. Foster,



November 6, 1931.

FURNESS GLIDING CLUB

The great progress muade by the Furness Gliding Club was com-
mented on by the speakers at a dinner following the second nnnual
general meeting which took place in the Imperial Hotel, Barrow,
on Monday evening.

Captain John IMisher, who presided, apologised to the gathering
on behalf of Commander Craven and Col, W, I, A, Wadham, who
he regretted wera unable to be present, and welcomed the Mayor
of DBarrow, Herr Maggersuppe, Herer Haack, Major Filber, the
distinguished representative of the Navy and all guests, e con-
gratulated and thanked all those who had done such splendid work
for the club. e was pleased to say that the Club's * budget ™
was balaneed and humorously reminded the company that their
subscriptions were now due. There had bheen no easualties during
tho year and six members had gqualified for “A" certificates. Fm-
phasis was lnkd on the necessity for more machines for ona ecan
hardly run a club like that and expect to make such great progress
‘when the machine was under repair.

Capt. IFFisher went on to say that a better ground was needed—
one which would be suitable for flylng under all weather condi-
tions,  Continuing, the Chairman said that Major Filmer, of Ken-
dal, had consented to come and tell the gathering what was belng
done there in the sphere of gliding,  He wished the gliding club.
which was contemplated, every success, and expressed o desire
that there should be every possible co-operation between the clubs.
In conclusion Capt. Fisher pald a tribute to the untiring efforts of
the hon. sccretary, Mr. R. Cuthell, and the other oflicials of the
club, who had done so much for its success.

Muajor Filmer, after giving thanks for his kind reception, said
that the only progress made in Kendal had been to colleet £50 or
£60. He tendered his heartiest congratulations to the Furness
Gliding Club on the wonderful progress they had made. e pro-
mised to make the suggestion to his committee that the Darrow
and Kendal Clubs should combine in some way although no
machines  or {lyving site had been acquired.  Major IFilimer des-
cribed in a graphiec manner some of hix experiences in one ol the
largest gliding schools In Germany which he had visited a few
weeks ago. e repeated that he would do he bhest to bring about
the amalgamnation of the two elubs,

The Mayor (Ald, LT Dockeray) said he was there because he
was interested in gliding.,  Although not a commercial proposition,
it was giving great impetus to air tratlic of the future.  Recently
when crossng the Atlantic he was struck by the grit the men who
had flown the huge “ pond ™ must possess, Ile hoped that the
gliding club would contlnue to inerease its membership, and said
he felt inelined to give the club some help himself,  He coneluded
by expressing the desira that the club would go from success to
stecess nnd keep oon the right road,

Ald. Dockeray then presented club badges to Messrs, Stevens,
Butterfield, Foster, Dritton, Durnett, and Redshaw,

In"a brief speeeh Herr Maggersuppe, the well-known  German
sailplane expert, thanked those assembled for their Kind reception,
He regretted that the wenther had rather handicapped them on
oceasions, but they had given some very good shows. s explana
tion of the soaring of a glider in the face of o wind amd his
experiences in Germany and this country were deseribed in o very
tHuminatng manner,  He ended by saying, * We have tried to help
the gliding movement over here by giving leetures and demonstra-
tions. 1T am very glad to be able teo say that gliding as a spord
is huilding o bridgoe between England and Germany., 1 feel very
mueh at home here, and I hope we shall continue to be united
not only on the busiy of polities, but also of the sport we all love
8o much.* A cinematograph show ol the elub's activities was
much appreciated, and provided splendid and Instractive entertain
ment,

Ax a Torerunner to the club dinner, the club held its second
annunl general meeting under the ehalrmanship of J0 T Saunders,
The following oflicials  were  elected  for the year 1931-32:
President,  Comdr, €. W, Craven, R.NC: chairman,  Capt, John
Fisher : vice-chairman, Mr, J. S, Redshaw ;o hon, treasurer, Mr, 11
I3, Macharen: hon, general secretary, Mre. 1L Cuthell: ground cap
tain and instructor, Mr. W. A. Stevens: ground engineer, Mre,o W
Butterfic.a : committee, Messes, G0 AL Britton, V. Foster, ROOW,
Symons, J, L Saunders, Go L. Lock, and J. C0 Redshaw,



November 20, 1931.

THE FURNESS GLIDING CLUB

IFor our meeting on Oct, 17 and 18 we again secured the
use of a site on Kirkhy Moors, where Herr Magersuppe
last year soanred splendidly with the Scarnoro Two-seater.

On the 17th the weather was good, but a complete lack
of wind prevented Herr Magersuppe from entertaining
the crowd by soaring flights in the Tery, which was lent
Lo us by Messrs Airspeed Ltd., of York. He therefore took
off by auto-towing, but the car eventually dived into a
hollow and threw both occupants through the windsereen.

After this he had to content himself and the spectators
with a series of long glides in the Tery and in the Club's
own machine rigged as a B.A.CL 111

On the I8th, instead of the westerly wind for, which we
had prayed, we were given a north-casterly breeze, Baro-
graphs and observers were therefore useless and again
Herr Magersuppe had to make the best of a bad job,
which he did by launching the available machines across
wind and landing them on-a declared spot whence they
could be easily recovered. A hunt for thermals was fruit-
less,

In the meantime our friends from I'reston, Acerington
and Kendal had arrived, and we heartily trust that they
enjoyed their trip.  Mr. Graham made one flight on the
Preston R.IF.D., which proved the tricky nature of the
terrain on this day. We must explain that the change of
site had rather upset our organisation:  otherwise we
might have found time to be more hospitable and enter-
taining to our visitors.

The day  ended  with  a three-mile  glide,  Herr
Magersuppe, in the Tern, cheering up the departing spec-
tators by cireling over the Askam railway station before
landing on the village green or thereabouts.

To all our helpers and to the Damny Main who lent us
a loud-speaker outfit, and to the farmers who hy their
generosity made the meeting possible, we tender our hoear-
tiest thanks,

IT only the meeting had taken place one week earlier,
when the breeze was in the right direction, we know now
that the TrrNy would have created new records while we
sat quietly as spectators.



