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THE RECORD BREAKERS

BEHOLD, THE DREAMER COMETH

You know how it is; an idea gets into your mind and you
can’t let it go; you think about it on your way to work and
on your way home again; the worse the weather, the more
you dream. Escapism.

My idea was simple: I just wanted to fly further. It had
the attraction of being unfashionable and, on the face of
it, rather easy: the previous distance record was only
579m set up in 1959 in a Skylark 3. I hoped modern
technology  would  overcome the  inescapable
disadvantages of not being Nick Goodhart.

After 17 attempts to emulate his flight to the north, I
realised I was wrong. So I tried to stand the flight on its
head: after two unforgettable all night drives from
London to Portmoak followed by rather wild-eyed flights
southwards the next day, coupled with two endorsements
and a better appreciation of my human frailty, I reckoned
there must be another way.

Converted to the feasibility
of crossing the Channel

It was John Fielden who converted me to the feasibility
of crossing the Channel: just start far enough upwind so
that when you reach Dover cloudbase is high enough to
get across in VMC. It sounded easy in 1974.

By 1976 I hadn’t tried it even once. However, June 10 at
Competition Enterprise showed how it might be done,
despite London TMAs and other problems. So several of
us decided to stay in readiness over the coming weeks for
The Day.

Walks to and from work became dreamier than ever.

Late on Thursday, July 22, John Fielden rang and,
risking merely our future employment and solvency, we
rushed down to North Hill believing Friday would be It.
It wasn’t.

The weather map for Saturday, July 31, looked
promijsing for a flight starting from the north. Despite Tom
Bradbury’s warnings | rushed to Dishforth to find a
trough over southern England blocking the Continental
route. Meantime, Tom Docherty flew past on his way to
Ford to break the record at last.

Desperately we rushed to North Hill for the next day,
Sunday, August 1. I took off at 10am with the next front
already visible to the north. There were good cumulus
overhead and to the west but nothing to the east on track.
Down to 1500ft over Yeovil, ballast burdening the gallant
Libelle, lower still over Sherborne and then Sturminster
Newton. Fifty kilometres in the first hour, [15km after
two hours. Gloom. Then, suddenly, thermals; and clouds;
time to make a run for it.

Hurry, hurry. Over Folkestone at 13:45, the last 200km
in lhr 40, Straight into 8kits and up to 7000ft. Set compass
course for France. It's not in view, hope nobody’s moved
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JUSTIN WILLS

it. Lots of ships below, their wakes suggesting they can’t
steer straight, currents or something. Crossed the French
coast at ft and found the first Gallic thermal four
miles SE of Calais. Conditions ahead looked tremendous,
so radioed back to the others still over Kent. The next
150km the stufl’ dreams are made of: 8000ft cloudbase,
shallow cu dotted evenly on track, 8-10kts under each.
Nothing lasts. At 16:00 approaching Charleroi the sky
ahead over-convected with wide areas of showers, and
cloudbase down to 4500ft. With the tailwind gone it was
back to crawling along over the forests of the Ardennes.
Flying from one sunny patch to the next we reached the
Luxembourg border at 18:00, at 2500ft. Dumping its
Devonshire water the Libelle climbed gently back up to
6000ft and then flew eastwards across Luxembourg towards
Germany. Over that border lay another storm, but I
arrived too late for it, and only caught the rain. However,
a line of zero sink along the banks of the Moselle enabled
me to reach Trier airfield, where I joined the circuit and
landed at 19:15.

After 94 hours in the air I was hardly prepared for the
onslaught of German efficiency which then swept over
me: within ten minutes of landing I had (in descendin§
order of importance) (a) found the Gents (b) complete
all custom formalities (c) telephoned home my position
(d) arranged for the Libelle to be hangared at the local
gliding club (e) got some food and drink. Twenty minutes
later a tug arrived and I was towed 5km to the
Trier-und-Konz Segelflugplatz. There I was met by the
entire membership applauding as 1 rolled to a stop,
followed by a battery of flash guns from the local press.
After giving an incoherent account of the flight, the Libelle
was whisked away into the new, carpeted hangar, whilst 1
was led into the magnificent clubhouse for a celebratory
dinner. I was then put up by a local member and caught a
commercial flight first thing next morning back to
Heathrow, where 1 arrived clutching my only two pieces
of luggage: the barograph and landing certificate.

For the next few days walks to and from work were
filled with fond recollections, but over the weeks these
have been replaced by further dreams for the future: after
all, it wasn’t that far, less than half the world distance
record; except for the middle bit the weather wasn’t that
good; there wasn’t much tailwind; the course from North
Hill via Folkestone cut 10% off the distance flown. So all it
has done is to show what might be done. Next time . . .

Summary. Glider: Std Libelle 201s. Release: Skm NW North Hill,
Devon. Landing: Trier airfield, W. Germany. Total distance: 713km.
Maps: (all { million): S England, North Western Europe, Central
Europe, Central Southern Europe. Comprehensive list of all French
Gliding Clubs and their location. Ditto all German Gliding Clubs.
Customs Documents: XS 27 (temporary exporiation) AA Customs
Carnet. Passport, Money: £20 sterling, 120 Fr Francs, 100 SW Francs,
US §$300 travellers’ cheques.



Justin Wills, Std Libelle, took-off from North Hill, Devon, on August 1 and flew 713km to Trier in Germany,
near the Luxembourg border, breaking the UK general and Restricted Class records. On the same day Mike
Carlton, Calif A-21, with Brian Spreckley, the BGA's second National Coach, had an aerotow from Booker to
near Fairford and flew 635km to just 20km short of Luxembourg to claim the UK two-seater record. Mike
Pope, Nimbus 2, also went from Booker and landed some 11 hours later at Yves-Gomezée in southern

Belgium, a distance of 535km.

ENTERPRISE

Readers will be aware of the semi-lunatic activities of the
participants in Competition Enterprise from Philip Wills’
article in S&G. Both Philip Wills and John Fielden, with
singular purpose of mind, have for some years been
promoting cross-Channel flight. Philip’s well known dislike
of bureaucratic restriction, together with John Fielden’s
desire to be the first man to reach the moon by glider,
made it almost mandatory for some of the lucky
Enterprise pilots to take the opportunity of a Channel flight
when it arose.

The first inkling of a distance attempt was when 1
overheard an enthusiastic Long Marston club member
telling Bill Scull that he thought the weather picture for
August | was almost similar to the epic conditions of the
previous April 29. Not particularly understanding all that
mumbo-jumbo, I returned to Booker for the evening
thrash and scattered optimism on drunken waters.

Suddenly it was on, Mike Pope having telephoned John
Fielden and learned that both John Cadman and Justin
Wills were preparing for early tows and that the local
customs had been duly alerted. Earlier to bed than usual
having convinced Brian Spreckley that it wasn’t necessary
to wear life jackets (onme advantage - at least this
National Coach could swim!) and that he probably
wouldn’t lose his job if we ended up the other side of
Europe, we were all set for what was to prove a true
adventure.

Had to land and wait for the thermals

Without a doubt the greatest difficulty which faced us
was getting Chris Rollings out of bed early enough to tow
Mike Pope in the Nimbus and Brian Spreckley and myself
in the Calif to a suitable release point for the attempt. We
succeeded, however, and were both towed to the area of
Long Marston which was somewhat shorter than our
intended release point due to fairly thick cloud cover
stretching north-east to south-east in the region of
Birmingham. In fact, conditions were somewhat later
starting than was expected and the Calif landed at Long
Marston to await the commencement of thermal activity.

At around 10.30 we were towed south towards Fairford
and released 3200ft in reasonable lift. I might add at this
time Mike Pope had released over Stratford and was
bravely climbing to 2000ft as the tugs had all disappeared
leaving him with only one choice. From Fairford we
climbed up to 3000ft in very weak thermals and slowly
drifted on track towards Aldermaston. As usual, the only
worthwhile-looking cloud was painted red and situated
immediately above Greenham Common which was
verboten due to a large flying display which was then in
progress. At this stage in the flight, it being nearly 11:40,

MIKE CARLTON

the chances of a long distance attempt seemed very
remote and then suddenly we reached the first thermal
with John Fielden’s name on it which took us at 8kts,
cloudbase 6000ft, and we headed south towards the coast
to avoid the TMA in the Gatwick zone. Our speed from
this point increased and we were able to arrive at Ashford
at around 13:00 with what seemed to be a very good
chance of crossing the Channel.

Disaster struck and what appeared to be good and
active clouds over both Folkestone and Dover were
merely remnants of sea air and we spent a lot of time
discovering that they didn’t work. Indeed, we even went
out to sea to what appeared to be a fairly active cumulus
to no avail and arrived back over the English coast at
around 1000ft and had to fly inland for a very dodgy patch
at 300ft before we once again reached cloudbase.

Justin, true to form, arrived at about 1:30, heard both
the Calif and John Cadman struggling for height in the
Dover area, hit a good thermal immediately at Folkestone
which gave him lift to 7000ft and he set off at once for the
French coast. At this time both Brian and I were seriously
considering returning as it didn’t appear that there was
sufficient activity to enable us to cross. We then heard
Justin’s exciting radio message confirming that he was
definitely crossing the Channel which left us with no
alternative but to leave England almost at any height.

We pushed back to Folkestone, hit what must have
been the same thermal source as Justin, climbed to nearly
6000ft and set course for France. There is no doubt that
this was the quietest 15 minutes 1 have ever spent in the
Calif, the only noise being Brian Spreckley’s nervous
consumption of barley sugar sweets and the eerie scraﬁe
of the JW calculator constantly reconfirming that the
tadpole qualities of the Calif were actually unnecessary.

e crossed the coast of France at Cap Gris Nez to
reach the first thermal at 3000ft and climbed into
cloudbase, the weather ahead being what I suppose all
French pilots live to expect. There were strong, wide
thermals with regularly spaced clouds and the next
180kms were covered without the slightest difficulty at
heights between 6000 and 7500ft. We kept in touch with
Mike Pope who, having heard both crossings, was equally
determined not to be left out, and at somewhere
approaching three o'clock we heard his plaintive call: *1
don’t know where 1 am, but it’s France.”

We pushed on until around five o’clock when, near the
south-east of Brussels, the cloudbase began to drop and
vertical development of the clouds increased to the point
where some were causing showers. At about 18:00, having
altered course to the south to remain in sunlit areas, it
became obvious that the day would soon end and we
began to fly from airfield to airfield, having regard to the
problems of retrieve. More anxious scrapings of the
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Just published in collaboration with the British Gliding
Association and written by Ann Welch, well-known
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sport. It includes sections on how the glider flies, launching,
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calculator as it became clear that each airfield was farther
away than the grevious one and that probably the flight
would end in a field. We started climbing slowly in ragged
thermals as we approached the Luxembourg border and
headed for a small airfield right on the border which I
faithfully calculated we could reach with plenty of height
to spare. The problem with calculators is that they don’t
incorporate the navigators and at just about 19:00hrs a
rumble of the undercarriage finally confirmed that the
flight had finished.

We had landed just short of the Luxembourg border,
completely unaware of the exact position, having flown for
a little over 94 hours.

Where was the flight plan?

Then the fun began. The French police were superb.
We had a much needed steak and chips and beer whilst
awaiting the arrival of the customs at 11 o'clock that
evening. Customs volubly insisted that we should have
filed a flight plan. We never did succeed in convincing the
French customs of the practical difficulties of filing flight
plans for glider flights. The rest of the trip was quite
uneventful and I returned to England the next morning
leaving the pleasures of retrieve to Chris Rollings and Bill
Scull. From their stories the trip back was far more
exciting and eventful than ours, terminating with threats
of imprisonment from the British customs for landing the
glider back at a non-customs airport.

All in all it was a worthwhile trip and a definite spur to
try again for the magic 1000kms.

Hornet

Standard Class Sailplane.
Performance, plus
excellent air brakes,
handling and
visibility

Hornet demonstrator available now
Two short delivery options available
Mosquito demonstrator available shortly



Chris Garton is the third record breaker with an out-and-return flight of 801km from Lasham to Durham

Cathedral on July 22 in his Kestrel 19

A HARD DAY'S FLIGHT

During the afternoon and evening of July 21, the fresh
north-westerly wind began to drop, shower activity
decreased and the stratocumulus sheets began to disperse.
This steady improvement in soaring conditions was a clear
pointer to the J)rospecls for the next day. I left the Kestrel
19 rigged and completed as many as possible of m
pre-flight preparations that evening, so that the morning’s
efforts could be concentrated on selecting the right task
and ensuring myself first place in the launch queue.

The concept of the Durham out-and-return had
been at the back of my mind for some time. A good
soaring day should give nine hours’ flying, and my
experience of 500 and 600km flights made me confident 1
could average 90km/h throughout this length of time. The
principal reason why flights greater than 600km were not
more commonplace, I was convinced was not the strength
of the British thermals or the ability of the pilots, but the
restricted area of suitable weather usually available other
than on late-starting anticyclonic days. So the essentials
were Lo spot the right day, make the correct decision and
then stick one’s neck out in front of fellow club members.
After that, the flying should be straightforward!

And that, more or less, is what happened. By 08:30 on
July 22, 1 had confirmed, from the London, Shannon and
West Drayton Volmets, that the weather looked promising
over almost the whole country. In particular, the Yorkshire
airfields were reporting clear skies with light westerly
winds.

At 09:25 the first cumulus appeared on the northern
horizon. It seemed reluctant to come any closer, so rather.
than wait any longer and perhaps talk myself into
redeclaring a more sensible distance, I decided to take a
launch and set off regardless. At 09:52, I released at 3000ft
over Lasham to start what proved to be a ten mile glide to
the first thermal.

At first 1 chose to fly conservatively in conditions that
were not yet totally reliable, so as not to risk having to
jettison waterballast so early in the day. In the first hour I
reached Oxford, only 70km, but acceptable in the
circumstances.

The north-westerly wind started forming cloudstreets,
and from Oxford to Rugby I stopped for only one
thermal. At the end of the second hour I was at Leicester,
a further 90km. I was already achieving my target cruise
speed.

P'.i.‘i;e wind backed to WNW north of Leicester, and
streets gave way lo isolated clouds. The Trent Valley
roduced only short-lived thermals, but beyond

ottingham conditions became excellent, with 6-8kt lift
up to a 5000ft cloudbase. Passing between Doncaster and
Barnsley at the end of the third hour, I had covered
another 100km.

Soon after this, the thermals became weaker, more

CHRIS GARTON

distorted and difficult 10 use; cloudbase east of Leeds
dropped to 4000ft. The wind by now was westerly, and I
imagined the shorter land track this air had followed from
Morecambe Bay to be the cause of the trouble, aggravated
perhaps by some wave interference. At Leeming airfield,
the end of the fourth hour had seen only 85km go by. The
average, however, remained at 86km/h, and this
arithmetic, coupled with the sight of better clouds ahead
towards Darlington, spurred me on.

The last 20 miles to Durham were under an overcast
sky. I crept into the turning point keeping a wary eye on
the sunlit hills to the west, the cathedral was
photographed with irreverent haste, and at 14:27 I started
to run for home.

Cloudstreets a hindrance

In the hope of finding better thermals on the high
ground near Sutton Bank, I followed a more easterly
initial return track. By now the whole of the Vale of York
was covered with magnificent cloudstreets emanating
from the Pennines and lying west-east. As they were at
right angles to my track, the streets were more of a
hindrance than a help, and finding the best lift could be
time-consuming. For some time after the streets
disappeared, 1 still found myself going lower than for
comfort in search of the right thermal.

South of Worksop, it all became ecasier again -

erhaps my flying simply improved - and passing

ottingham at 16:40, with less than 200km to go, and
already picking up a slight tailwind, I was beginning to
feel quite confident. But this feeling invariably seems to
presage some trouble ahead; and, sure enough, there,
south of Rugby, lay a huge dead area of stratocumulus
and industrial haze. A long glide to Silverstone, an
anxious search under a decayed-looking cloud, and a
good thermal suddenly materialised over a new patch of
sunlight,

The rest was straightforward. At Oxford, with the
cloudbase over 6500ft, I allowed myself the luxury of a
cloud climb to 7900ft for a comfortable 29:1 final glide.
Despite the tailwind I still cruised in slowly via the
remaining active clouds and it was not until approaching
Basingstoke that I could bring myself to burn off nearly
2000ft of excess height. The finish was at 18:48, the
elapsed time being eight hours 56 minutes.

In summary, conditions in the south were up with the
best of 1976; in the north they were good enough. The
day presented no real problems, but the lack of
favourable streeting meant it was hard work continually
pushing to keep the speed up. I decided not to fly the
following day.
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VICKERS-SLINGSBY
ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE

That by agreement with Singer Products Inc. and Tehnoimportexport of Romania they are now
the sole agents and importers of this excellent range of all metal gliders.

Available for short delivery are:

The 15.29.D high performance, all metal competition glider.

NEW SERIES 15.28.82
HIGH PERFORMANCE TANDEM TWO
SEAT GLIDER

IMPROVEMENTS INCLUDE:

UNDERCARRIAGE ACTUATION FROM BOTH
SEATS: BETTER VISIBILITY FOR SECOND PILOT:
QUICK RELEASE FOLD DOWN TAILPLANE.
FIBREGLASS FAIRINGS FOR BOTH MAINPLANES
AND TAILPLANE ATTACHED BY QUICK
RELEASE FASTENERS. LARGER CANOPY AND
IMPROVED VISIBILITY FOR REAR PILOT:
STIFFENED REAR OF FUSELAGE WITH
ADDITION

OF DETACHABLE LIFTING BAR: GREATER
RANGE OF ADJUSTMENT OF REAR SEAT: NEW
TRIMMER: POSITIVE FLAP ACTUATION:

FULLY AEROBATIC FOR ALL TRAINING.

The 1S.28.M2 side by side, two seat, all metal motor
glider. 28:1 glide ratio. 65 h.p. Limbach engine,
feathering propeller, retractable undercarriage.
110 m.p.h. cruise on 2.6 gallons per hour.

Write for details to:

VICKERS~SLINGSBY Kirkbymoorside, York. Tel: 0751-31751 Telex 57911
198



IS CLEANA...

Almest always the first question o potentiol customer puts to us about Vega is - slightly less on the Vego (obout 2%) and the range of wing loadings will be about
“what will the performance be? Will it be beiter than o . . . (PIK20, Mesquite, L53, the same - so how can the performance be very much different? The answer is it
efc, etc.)” We invariobly answer that it will be about the same - and if you can't and all manufocturers are now locking for small improvements to reduce the
exomine the specifications of the new generation of racing class 15 metre gliders "drog of their gliders. The Vega will have o retroctable toilwheel and a retractable
you will see why. Taking a comparison with the PIK20 for example, the Vega has tow hook. This is why the VEGA IS CLEANA. The performance of the Vego s better

the same wing profile (except for the inboard few feet where the PIK wing thickens at higher speeds, for example ot 90 knots the L/D is 32:1.
up lo 17%), almost the same plonform and wing area. The fuselage wetted area is

Relractable
Toilwheel

Single lever
Flap/Brakes

VEGA IS ALSO SAFA . . . it hos the unique single lever - high speed flap - low speed flap - braking flap sequence of flap brake
operation which will moke it the safest and easiest glider ever produced for field landings. Many owners of Kaés, Skylark lil's, etc.,
are now wanting to "trade up"' for a glass ship but have been reluctant to do so for the first generation of glass 15 metre gliders
because of their high speed landing characteristics.

Vega, with its unique landing flap system, is the ideal glider for these pilofs.

The first 20 options at the fixed price of £7,200 have now been filled — we are offering a new fixed price
option for gliders for delivery in 1978, at £7,600 ex works.

Plan ahead -buy a betta glida-buy a VEGA

Wirite for details to—

VICKERS-SLINGSBY Kirkbymoorside, York. Tel: 0751-31751 Telex 57911
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LUCK - is a four letter word

‘SHEP' SHEPPARD recounts how on Thursday, 22nd July, he came to be one of three Std Libelle pilots who
flew 606km triangles from Booker. Laurie Beer and Doug Freeman complete the trio.

WORK is another, and between them have probably caused
more gliding frustration even than the dreaded crrrrruncH
of splintering glass-fibre. So, the more ambitious the
triangle the greater the frustration when you have to work
on a day which could be the day and, equally galling, the
luck which coincides your second turning point with clamp
sufficient to defeat the L/D of a Sigma MkII let alone your
K-6.

Now I am a great believer in triangular tasks. They may
or may not be more meritorious than straight tasks or
out-and-returns but, one thing for sure, they tend to work
out cheaper as your outlandings are that much nearer home,
and if you are blessed (sic) with a family the size of my lot
you are lucky to fly at all let alone swan off on downwind
dashes and two day retrieves. At heart we would surely all
love to do Willsian free distances using the first and last
thermals of the day, but they just aren’t economic, and my
lot have been squawking a bit since they heard that the kids
up the road get three square a day!

As | said, 1 prefer triangles, but 500km triangles are still
not all that common and they do have problems, and I refer
not to the flying. For a start there is this business of a
declaration. It is with no little diffidence that you hand your
declaration to an QO, and to have him collapse with
hysterical laughter, waving your grotty piece of paéner for all
to see, is enough to put you right off your cocoa and into that
meadow just five miles down the road. Do pick your OO
with care. The second point is that since you have to make
an early start the aforementioned meadow becomes a
distinct possibility anyway, which is probably why this task
is still not all that common. As you cogitate amongst the
daisies it’s not so much the wasted day that hurts as your
pride.

The flying, of course, entails nothing new. After all there
is really no difference between a 300 and a 500km triangle,
a?art from the mathematical one, and this is simply a matter
of time. Now, according to the pundits you have to have a
rran, which 1 think is a load of rubbish; when you think of

London Sailplanes Ltd.

Tring Road, Dunstable, Beds.
Telephone Dunstable 62068

UK. Agents for Tost and A. Schleicher
Open Monday to Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p,m.

C.A A welding and re-sprays
Repairs 10 wood, glass-fibre and steel tube machines

Stocks of most materials for repairs and re-builds
Wide range of instruments in stock

Barograph and A S.1. Calibration
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the vagaries of the British weather how on earth can you
plan anything? Obviously you will have plotted triangles on
your map but you will have done that months ago. The way
I see it is that a good day is a good day is a good day, and
when one comes along the best you can do is sniff the air,
decide a 300km might be on, then declare a 500. Thereafter
you fly like hell usmF your MacCready or seat of pants to
optimum efficiency. If the weather gives you a bad break
then you won’t make it. If the weather holds all the way
round you probably still won’t make it - but you just might.
Another thing for sure is that you never will make it unless_
you have a go.

So, on July 10, with the luck of it being a Saturday,
determination reinforced by the thought of umpteen

revious failures, 1 handed over the declaration and was
avoured with nothing more than a tolerant smile and
the comment that I could have been airborne half an
hour previously. The task was Booker-Sutton Bingham
Reservoir-Waterbeach A/F, just about as flat a triangle as
you can get and 502 and a bit kilometres. Problems? None
really, we had the advantage of GRP and whilst those little
Std Libelles look as if they come out of cornflake packets
they can really move. The first 300 went by in just over four
hours and the next 200, although completely blue, were
almost as fast. Total time seven hours 19 minutes, success at
last! Beer all round and then more beer as John completed
the task in his Std Libelle too - and only much later did we
find out that he had mufled his photographs. Laurie
monitored both flights (at work would you believe) and it
was encouraging to hear his confident voice announcing
one’s ETA at Booker.

Three Std Libelles in Line

It must have gone to my head. Still reeling with success
and beer the evening weather chart on Wednesday, July 21,
prompted a ’phone call to the boss who agreed that worx was
still a four letter word and one which I could ignore for the
following day. On the airfield by 8.15am, three Std Libelles
rigged and ready to go by 8.45 then much poring over
maps until we had conned ourselves into Sutton Bingham-
Swinderby A/F and back, a modest 606km. T launch first
and promptly relight, Laurie gets away, Doug gets away, |
get away and after that it was no different from any other
cross-country except that it was much much longer. We
each had our low points and doubts as to completion, and
short of a second turning point 160km from home at S5pm,
even at 6000ft asl, is a lonely place. In the event, success all
round in eight and a half hours with Doug claiming his
Diamond distance in the process and there were still active
thermals on the final glide at 7pm. As | said, these mini
gliders really travel, and with the luck and work factors
stabilising out we're just waiting for the right synoptic then
we're off on the big one!



Lasham's Cross-Country
Marathon

Letters Indicote Position of Ploces on mop.

CHRIS LOVELL
Nos refer to flights’ list.
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The only way to describe this season’s flying is lots of
sums, lots of measuring, count the profits and mutter
Churchillian phroses of “‘Never in the field . . ." Up
1o August 7 our recorded total of cross-countries con-
tain 23 flights of 500km plus, 16 of 400-500km and
75 of 300 to 400. Many pilots are too embarrassed
to record their 300km flight when others have done
600, so much more distance flying has actually been
flown than the 85000km would suggest. | could go
on and on! At least 30 doys have had cloudbase of
6000ft sl or more and the heatwave brought clear
climbs of 9000ft, but starting rother too late to
enable long distance flying to be planned, so shorter
but high altitude flights to lighthouses and other
unlikely places hove given much previously unco-
vered territory (and seo) its first visits by glider. The
mop gives a selection of turning points rounded. The

A Salisbury N Leicester

B Sherbome O  Melton Mowbray
BM Birmingham P Nottingham

€ Okehampton @ Doncaster

D Crickhowell R York

E  Hereford § Durhem

F  Shobdon T  MNorwich

G Builth Wells U  Felixstowe

H  Shrewsbury V  Duxford

1 Llanfair Caereinion W Chesterfield

J  Uangollen X  Harrogate

K Oxford Y  linton-on-Ouse
L Leshom Z  Comphill

M Norhompton

5 Ke 6

b
)

LONDON

Portland
St.Catherine's Pt

KM @ 20 &0 60 B0 10

A selection of task routes from Lasham 1976

more extensive flights have often coincided with polar airflows similar to the type described by Tom Bradbury in the August issue of
S&G (p150). The year's achievements are primarily due to the good weather but olso to an increased awareness of good days and,
therefore, being ready for early launches, not wasting time ond showing downright bravery in declaring apparently impossible
turning points, We have had only four non-flying days so for in 1976 and only three days out of the last eight weekends have
been foo poor to do 300km! It oll started on March 23 with a 330km triangle ond it's oll still going on as | write under £ cu at
5000ft outside the cluBhouse at Lashom on Saturday, August 7.

LONG DISTANCE FLIGHTS FROM LASHAM 1976

500km and over No
No kms date pilot turning point used |2
1 520 244  Garton Melton Mowbroy 3
2 505 28.4 Lovell Sherborne, Shrewsbury 1
3 600 Purnell Shobdon, Chesterfield, Salisbury 5
4 760 294 Hilditch Norwich, Llanfair Caereinion 6
5 10 Purnell Shobdon, Tuddenham, Oxford 7
& 625 Garton Builth Wells, Duxford 8
7 512 Waltson Shobdon, Romsey
8 514 13.5 Hilditch Llangallen 9
9 580 Garton Mildenhall, Shobdon 10
10 408 10.6 Garton Church Broughton, Hethel n
11 500 17.7 Purnell Hereford, Melton Mowbray 12
12 510 Garton Kirton in Lindsey 13
13 575 Lovell Crickhowell, Spitalgate 4
14 614 21.7 Hilditch York Minster [ = record) 15
15 580 Gorton Bromyard, Polton, Newbury, Havant 16
16 640 227  Pumnell Linton-on-Ouse ( g  recard) 17
17 515 Hilditch Welshpool, Daventry 18
18 515 Backwell Sherborne, Melton Mawbray 19
19 515 Thompsan Sherborne, Melton Mowbray 20
20 622 Loewenstein  Harrogate 21
21 80 Garton Durham Cathedral  ( :"' record) 5,
9km/h
2 515 4.8 Loewenstein  Doncaster
23 52 Garton Builth Wells, Stafford

date
22.4
284
29.4
10.7
1.7
18.7
227
257

27.7

29.7

4.8

Between 400 and 500km

pllot turning point vsed

Gorton Rugby, Dunstable

Cowburn Knighton, Gaydon

Loewenstein Dunstoble, Hay on Wye

Lovell Okehampton

Purnell Yeovil, Finmere

Garton Camphill

Garton Hereford, Dunstable

Gentry Sherborne, Melton Mowbray, Northamp-

Pamela Davis

ton
Knighton, Gaydon

Purnell Bromsgrove, Henstridge

Temple Hereford, Husband Bosworth
Brisbourne Sherborne, Daventry

Pamela Davis Sherborne, Melton Mowbray, Henlow
Gorton Banbury, Crickhowell, Butser Hill
Purnell Cerne Abbass, Yeovil, Bicester, Boscombe
Garton Felixstowe via TMA

Lovell Staurport, Hayling Island

Thompson Bromyard, Lee on Solent

Gartan Leominster, Wrekin (return in wave)
Day Banbury, Wisbech

Warren Sherborne, Leicester

Hilditch Ashbourne, Kidderminster -

Only flights recorded in Lasham's cross-country book have been included
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Ango-Polish

SAILPLANES LTD

STD JANTAR

co BRA 15 Standard Class version of the well proved JANTAR 1;
15 metre sailplane 1:38 supplied fully instrumented and complete set of dust covers;
glide angle. Supplied with full with full technical documentation. 40:1 Glide Angle.

set of flying instruments.

; . ionships
Technical documentation and dust JANTAR ZA 2_().5 metre. ?nd and 3rd, World Championships,
covers. Price on application. & Finlond. Available October, 1976.

PIRAT 15M N za

Club machine 1:33 glide angle. \ S
Supplied fully instrumented and set

of dust covers. . g
BOCIAN 1E ' ==

Two-seater Trainer 1:26 glide angle.

Supplied fully instrumented

and set of dust covers

PZL wwstrumentsstockep  (OGAR - Y

Trade enquiries invited Two-seater Training Motor Glider Limbach Pusher engine 68

HP Glide angle 1:27 supplied with full set of instruments.

. i Demonstrator at Booker NOW
For instrument repairs

send direct to:

GLIDER INSTRUMENTS, 5 Glendevon Road, Woodley, Reading, Berks
Telephone: Reading 696491

WYCOMBE AIR PARK- BOOKER AIRFIELD MARI.OW BUCKS

Telephone: High Wycombe (0494) 40911 Evenings: Bourne End (06285) 23458 and Maidenhead (0628) 39690
24 hour answering service

202



A DRAMA IN TWO ACTS

MIKE BIRD

Euroglide 1976, Dunstable, August 21-30.

The weather for Euroglide 1976 fell into two quite distinct
Rg'ases each, quite by chance, with their own forecaster:

, six days of cloudless heat - the Peter (“High”)
Wickham period; then four days of good old British
cu-nim, stratus and sometimies cloudstreets - for which
Mike Garrod, along with a Sikh guru from Southall,
found himself getting the dubious credit.

The first phase, with blue thermals and a generally
easterly airstream, was so consistent that, as John Glossop
said, you could easily forget, when discussing conditions
over Husbands Bosworth on Day 3, whether it was not in
fact Day 1, 4, 5 or 6 that you were thinking of. However,
there was still sufficient variation during this period in
thermal and wind strengths - and in the influence of sea
air - for boredom never to set in and for the crucial
factor of pilot’s choice of starting times always to affect
the closely-fought leading positions.

Hair-raising take-offs in the Dunstable Dust Bowl

Clouds of chalky dust and sun bleached grass whirled
around the site as thermals broke away or when any
rowered aircraft started, (Don’t ever be in the grid behind
an Strachan’s motor glider. You have to clean your own
i all over again after he has revved up and
eventually, to thankful sighs, buzzed off into the blue).
The air was so dry that attempts to clean canopies
produced crackling static which attracted debris from
outside and inside the cockpit. Many pilots’ hair was
literally standing on end as the electrically-charged
perspex was lowered into position. Quite appropriate,
since all launches were obliquely or directly towards the
ridge: full ballast, turbulence and sink in the lee of the
Downs added spice to the low tight turns that had to
begin almost immediately after unsticking. “Never pull
the release before the tug hits the hill” is a wise old local

saying.

%}naﬁing about ballast in these days of drought, I should
state that Dunstable has its own bore-hole (in addition to
the club bar, of course) and is independent of mains
supplies.

Day I, Saturday, August 21. Both Classes, 221km triangle.

An uninspiring start to what was going later to build up
into a first (52155 racing contest. No one made it home and
tactics consisted mainly of struggling upwind to the first
turning point and then tenaciously hanging on to poor lift.
Al the ime John Williamson landed N\‘? of Banbury, a
Bicester glider was soaring in 6kt to 5000ft in a
“mini-sea-breeze-front.”

John Glossop (Open) and Arend Versteege (Standard)
struggled to greatest effect that day.

Day 2, Sunday, August 22. Open Class, 350km
out-and-return. Standard Class, 210km out-and-return.

A brisk easterly is a fine way to get to the Mynd, but it
brought down 1l of the 18 Open pilots who turned the
Midland Club and started the long struggle back. Chris
Garton, who had dumped his water to land with
rudder-tailchute fouling problems, managed in spite of his
!;Ote waterless relight to ge first of the seven who made it

me.

The Standard Class flew faster and with fewer

| pipATI
Chris Rollings - a new face amongst the champions.

horo.- James Goodchild.

outlandings on the less ]ia.‘unishing crosswind task. Their
top five averaged 72km/h as against the top five Open
E;ots' 68km/h. Interestingly, Chris Rollings also used no

llast that day but managed to come second to Ton
de Bruine. Is water overvalued, then? Whether it is or not,
you can hardly ever (!)crsuade pilots to do without it, and
it is rarely dumped except when a field landing is
imminent. The theory says you need 5kt thermals to
justify it, but it is usually retained when lift is only 1 or
kts: maybe the theog' is wrong and the pilots right.
Anyway, both Chrisses filled up the next day.

Day 3, Monday, August 23. Both Classes, 255km triangle.

The weather was building and the wind moderating; a
pure race, not a battle of attrition, brought nearly every
pilot home with a marked improvement in speeds. The
top positions, Jones/Williamson/Fitchett in the Open and
Rollings/Versteege in the Standard, reflected pretty closely
the overall pattern of the contest.

‘Day 4, Tuesday, August 24. Both Classes, 300km triangle.

A lovely day for a fizzing 300. Thermals to 7000ft,
averaging 4 or 5kt, a light wind. Those rare phenomena,
clouds, appeared at Gloucester, but were shapeless and
unrelated to the thermals. Speeds rose yet higher and only
one pilot landed out. Again the Jones/Williamson/
Fitchett trio led the Open, all at over 100km/h.
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Versteege, who had done wonders to push his Std
Libelle around the sky so quickly in previous days,
slipped back to fourth for the day but held his lead overall
against the day’s winner, Chris Rollings.

Day 5, Wednesday, August 25, Open, 30lkm triangle,
Standard, 503km triangle.

The Standard Class knew they were doomed the
moment the fall-back task of the Open was announced,
though the weak, slow start to the soaring conditions had
probabl{ convinced most of them that a long retrieve was
inevitable, The day, though good, did not brew early
enough. Time and the sea breeze would get them:
nevertheless, they hung on manful}y till around 7pm, late
for this time of the year, and 18 of them were spread out
down the last leg over the relatively small distance of
52km, Chris Rollings at the front.

The Open Class encountered incoming sea air near
their first turning point in the fens: the top men, Jones
and Williamson, who played cat and mouse too long at
the startline, paid for it in speed points and let Fitchett
and Garton take the two big scores for the day.

Blue thermal days leave pilots no choice but to blunder
on in hopes, possibly diverting over towns, keeping a
sharp efc open for gliders ahead. As Heinz Huth says: “if

ou walk through a forest blindfold, sooner or later i(ou

ump into a tree.”” (Trouble is, it is often more like
walking through a desert.) In view of the restricted choice
of visible sources, which means that all pilots encounter
much the same kinds of lift, the variation in speeds
achieved is remarkable, and indicates marked differences
in the selection-rejection policies employed by individual
contestants. More of this in the next issue of S&G.

Day 6, Thursday, August 26. Open, 225km triangle,
Standard 190km triangle.

As the weather weakened, smaller tasks were set, speeds
fell, but all but one Open and three Standard pilots came
back. Over the now familiar final stretch between
Husbands Bosworth and Dunstable sped the now familiar
Jones/Williamson/Fitchett trio into the {o‘f glaces. Chris
Rollings held his Standard top place and Steve White,
winner for the day, did not shift Arend Versteege from his
second spot. The bulbous cockpit and low aspect ratio of
the Astir CS was no hindrance to John Brownlow’s third
place. (I tried chasing the Astir in an unballasted Kestrel
one day and was impressed. The Australian Gliding Year
Book 1975/76 carries a fascinating theoretical paper by
Martin Simons, once a Dunstable member, in which lower
aspect ratios and greater water capacity are recommended
as the logical line of development for racing machines.
Will our toothpick wings soon begin to look
old-fashioned?)

Day 7, Friday, August 27. Out-and-return 146km, Open
Class only.

Then, quite suddenly, the weather changed: a cold front
and, believe it or not, cloudstreets, even a spot of rain,
driven by a fierce northerly breeze. The English summer
we know and love had returned. The 3kt thermals forecast
after 2 o'clock turned out twice as strong: Bernard
Fitchett landed back in his unballasted ASW-F‘?, filled up
with water and took off again to go round in lhr 46mins.
John Williamson narrowly avoided a damp area at the
first turning point, and sped back to trail Bernard Fitchett
by four minutes, worth 48 points. Ralph Jones (did he
really believe that the task was on at all? Many did not)
got stuck and lost 39 minutes, 338 points and two places
overall. C'est la guerre.

It is not known whether the appearance that morning of

BIk2E

SERIES OF COMPETITION WINNING

Super Sailplanes from FINLAND

EUROGLIDE 1976 st
3rd

JOHN HULME

BOTTISHAM -

Telephone Cambridge 811323

CHRIS ROLLINGS
STEVE WHITE

CAMBRIDGE

NSNS O

PIK 20B
PIK 20B

C'sof A

Repairs in all materials
Trailers

Spares and Accessories

@
@
@
®
® ' Diamant Repair Agent
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the John Willy team in T-shirts, bearing ASW Dolphins
OK on the front and We Hate Jones on the back had
hexed the leader, but the chief question that evening was
how quickly anyone could produce a fix-Fitchett shirt
with the frontal slogan changed to JSW Dolphins OK.

HOLD THE LINE, CHAPS!

On Saturday, August 28, both tasks were scrubbed, but
only after a score of snifters in the shape of the whole
Open Class were flung into the soggy air, releasing above
cloudbase and bombarding the organisers with wisecracks
about collisions, insurance, repair costs, etc., etc. These

entle hints were taken, and since the startline was, as in

rance and Germany, held - no one to cross the line
until a radio message or visual %round signal is put out -
the prospect of a countryside littered with gliders was
avol y a last minute cancellation.

The chief virtue of the held startline, of course, is that
on a normal soaring day all pilots have the same weather
confronting them. One of our best and brainiest pilots
objects to the “loss of pilot’s freedom to make decisions”
entailed by such a practice. However, this is quite invalid,
since the pilot who has to wait till 14:00hrs for a launch
has no freedom to start before 14:10. The argument that
holding the startline might prevent there being a contest
day is precisely the case for the held start: by definition
such a day must be one in which onlyﬂparl of a Class has
any chance of getting away. If you are flying for fun, or for
maximum hours in your logbook, go in for something less
serious like Competition Enterprise!

With sense and airmanship the congestion over the gate
and startline need not be hazardous, and if the chore of
walching pilots stream over the line is happily accepted by

the startline observers, as it was by Rika Harwood and her
dedicated helpers, then there is no reason why mandatory
held startlines every day should not be the rule from now
on.

In the next issue of S&G I will analyse the results in
more technical detail, examining average speeds, start
times, barograph traces and the pilots’ notes: maybe one
will learn why some go faster than others: then again
maybe we won't.

Fitchett and Rollings victorious

Very much like the *76 Nationals at Lasham, Euroglide
petered out, after seven contest days in a row, with three
typical Bank Holiday weekend days, a frustrating finish
or John Jefiries, the Contest Director, and Geoffrey
Stephenson, the task setter. Nevertheless, a first class
racing competition with ample material for the
statistician, and the final results consistent with the known
abilities of the pilots involved. Chris Rollings’
performance in a K-6& have always made people wonder
what he could do in a glass glider. Now we know. As for
Bernard, Euroglide may be some consolation for the
disappointment of Riyskala.

*  * ¥ %

After the contest it was calculated that Arend Versteege,
a Dutch airforce pilot, had won the Sport Class (Standard
Class handicapped) and thus put up lﬁe best performance
of our foreign guests. Dunstable also welcomed Ton
de Bruine and Arnoud van Gelder (Holland), Jaques
Moineau (France) and the Kreft/Effert team from
Germany. Come again next year!

Cleveland Sailplanes

Specialists in REPAIRS, C of A and REBUILDS. Our staff
are enthusiosts and fully qualified, so ring us up even if
it's just for advice - that's free. We are competent to
handle all materials: WOOD, METAL and GLASSFIBRE,
MOTOR GLIDER REPAIRS, C of A's.

" Coll, write or phone for:

@ SPEEDY C of A and REPAIR SERVICE
® TRAILERS - WOOD or METAL

® AIRCRAFT MATERIALS

® NEW SKIDS

Cleveland
Sailplanes

MELMERBY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
Near RIPON, W. YORKS
Telephone: Melmerby (076 584) 358
Night: Melmerby 297
N.B.-Wa have NO connection with any other organisation in this
area

EX R.A.F. BACK TYPE
PARACHUTES

24 panel nylon canopies with
“drogue” chute. Canvas pock
{approx. 234 x 134 x 3%} with
nylon webbing which con be
quickly adjusted whilst parachute
in on or off. Inspected and pocked
for despatch only by licensed
pocker, £90.00. Cornioge UK.
£1.00. :

EX R.AF. FIGHTER PILOT’S 1}”
NYLON WEBBING “Z" HARNESS

As used by majority of rocing, rallying and
stock car drivers, giving security and
comfort. Ecsily odjusted to individual
require-ments, instantly released by touch
of the finger. Used, but in foir gonditian,
colour: blue. £35.00 plus 50p p. & p. Also
o limited quantity of new at £55.00, plus
S50pp. & p.

Crotch strap to fit (2 point fitting) £1.75, plus
25p p. & p. Postoge free if ordered together
with either harness.

TARPAULIN & TENT MFG. CO. LTD.

101-103 BRIXTON HIlLlL, LONDON 5.W.2. TEL. 01-674 0121
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4,000ft.or
40,000ft.2...

or even 400,000 sq. ft. No matter how high hotels, up to six storeys, Conder

your manufacturing or warehousing space Kingsworthy Construction can provide
uirements soar, Conder can provide the ~ permanent quality buildings that are

bu;ldlng you require. Any height and any adaptable and virtually maintenance-free.

span is possible, offering clear, uncluttered  Contact your nearest Conder company for

interiors with maximum adaptability of floor fully illustrated literature, or alternatively we

space. For offices, schools, hospitals and can arrange for a Conder Consultant to call.

Queen Elizabeth il Terminal Bulldi Southamp Production, Research and Service Complex for J. C. Bamford Ltd., Rocester
Client: British Transport Docks Board, Southampton. Chiel Docks Engineer: Architectural Services: Staff Architect’s Departmeant, J. C, Bamford Ltd.

D. J. Doughty, C.Eng., FI C. E, F. IW E.. M.R.I.N.A. Designed by E. W, H. Gifford Contractor: R. M. Douglas Lid.

and Partners, Consul in iation with Ronald Sims, A.R.I.B.A,

Contractors: Biims and Co. Lid.

Depariment of the Environment, Taunton Ofces for Conder

Client: Alan Curtis Developments Lid, Kingsworthy Court, Winchester

Architect: Leach Rhodes and Walker .Archllecl Sydney Kaye, Fumm and Partners
Contractor: F. Rendell and Sons Ltd, : Tarmac Const Ltd.

Conder Scotland Ltd.
Cumbr‘rnau!d G67 3ET

(; C / - 2 _I =
CONDER Teréx: ??124' ) ex: 34656 ¢ 4768
Conder Northern Ltd. Conder London Office

Buildings for a better environment Darlington o i ate  52/53 Jpnwn Street
Co. Durharn DL3 OPT

2128 Tr EX: 2-5




FINAL RESULTS - OPEN CLASS TABLES BY CHARLES PANTLIN
DAY!1 21.8 |DAY2 228 |DAY3 238 |DAY4 248 |DAYS 258 |m~u 26.8 |PAYZ 27.8
22:.:&-1‘ 3350.2Km 255.3Km A 300.2Km A 300.6Km A 224.8Km A 148Km
o | LlongMm Stoke Dry, Gloucaster, Littleport, Campden Kineton
Kineton “or',‘ bands B h Markfield Bosworth
Pliot Glider (Dist)  Pts Pos d Pt Pos d  Pts Pos| Speed  Pts Pou | Spaed  Pis Pos | Speed  Pia Pos| Speed  Pts Pos | Total Final
Kms (Dist) (Dlst} (Dist) (Dist) Polnts Pos
Fischart, B, ASW-17 (154.4) 672 2= | 6584 933 6| 9343 909 310010 905 3| 9324 1000 1| 8425 945 3| 8891 1000 1| 4384 1
LS. ASW-17 (154.4) 672 2= | 8812 935 5| 9463 954 2]/10430 983 2 44 850 S| 8479 954 2| 8531 952 2| &80 2
Jones, R. Nimbus 2 (136.4) 582 6| 68.0) 948 2| 99.81 1000 1 [10491 1000 || 8402 8§90 3| 8762 1000 1| 6354 662 1N 4082 3
Garten, C. Kestrel 19 (115.3) 477 7| 7539 1000 1| 8497 788 &| 9464 828 7| 5143 978 2| 8095 877 & 6922 738 4| 5488 4
Glossop, J. D, . Kestrel 19 (161.8) 709 1| 6468 875 | 8585 801 S| B5.00 693 17| 8000 8a4 6| 7303 7S V| 4892 734 5| 5421 5
Tonoer, LEN.  Kestrel 19 (102.5) 413 8 |(324.7) 678 9= | B7.09 @8IB 4| 9092 776 12| 75.22 788 ®| 79.55 849 7| 4771 718 7| 5058 &
Uthorn, D. W. Keostrel 19 (144.5) 623 5|(348.2) 728 8| 7840 646 13| POPO 775 13| 7405 772 9| 66.00 649 17| 57.02 575 14| 4788 7
Brown, H.F. Kestrel 19 (81.3) 307 11 [{278.2) 57) 15| 7795 488 10| 9735 846 5| BAB) 888 4| 81.32 897 5| 5596 54\ 15| 4778 8
P. ASW-17 (42.1) 211 19 {(283.4) 537 17| 8230 750 @] BR.I0 750 14| &9.01 712 10| 8292 923 4| 7202 775 3| 4658 ¥
Mitler, A. §. Kestral 19 (90.8) 354 10 |(250.2) 3507 18| 7597 4480 4| B7A40 789 16| 6871 &B5 12| 7676 823 B| 4481 706 9| 4524 10
Iy LER. ' (74.1) 271 13| 67,43 944 3| (81.3) s19°| 99.39 894 4| 6772 497 11| 7342 769 10| 6875 732 4| 4373 1)
Kostrel 19 (71.1) 256 15| 88.42 937 4| 7aBd 444 15| 8747 727 15|(102.2) 125 18| 7089 728 14| 8412 697 10| 414 12
Foot, R, A, Nimbus 2 (94.0) 370 9| (75.4) 3553 18] 8133 738 ¢| 91.32 781 11 |{278.2) 15317 | 4929 702 |5| 4708 709 8| 4004 13
Carrow, D, D. Kestrel 19 (63.5) 218 18 |(324.7) o678 9= | 8381 749 7| 8428 483 18 |(108.1) 123 19| 7404 779 9| &1.91 440 12| 3890 14
M.H.8, Nimbus 2 (72.4) 263 14 |{3248) 678 9= | 41.02 447 18| 9170 787 10| 6545 682 13| 48.49 687 18| (127.3) 342 17| 3888 15
Iy Nimbus 2 (47.8) 139 20 |(293.0) 405 13| 7é71 &7 11| 9552 8B40 4| 79.78 8B40 7| DNF (113) 294 19| 3874 17
Zealley, 1, 5. Keatrel 19 (154.4) 672 2= [(194.7) 379 19| 7648 647 12| 9228 795 @8 [(1353) 170 14| 7095 729 13| 1245 333 18| 23745 18
Couslng, R, Kostral 19 (75.2) 276 12| (207) 592 14| 59,07 419 17| 9220 794 9 [{252.1] 387 15| 72.00 744 12)(130.4) 334 18| 3550 8
Falrman, M. Kestrel 19 (67.1) 236 17| (63.6) 77 20| 5485 2388 18| 4221 359 19| 58.67 590 14| 5504 471 18| 5816 591 13| 22 9
Carlton, M. R A21[Kestrel 19]| (69.8) 249 14 |(301.4) 625 12| 48.25 237[19]| 92.36 794 (8] | 8468 922 (3]| OMEF B2.74 %18 [3) | 374y i)
FINAL RESULTS - STANDARD CLASS
DAY1 21.8 DAY 2 22 DAY3 238 DAYS4  24.8 DAY S 258 DAY &  26.8
220.8Km A 209.9Km '}‘_l 255.3Km A 300.2Km A 502.8 Km A 190.5Km A
Stoke Dry Resarvoir, Markfis Stoke Dry, Gloucester, Long Mynd, Kineton,
Kineton Chipping Campd Husbands B # East Retford Bos
Pilot Glider (Dist) Pts Pos od Pts Pos | Speed Pts Pos | Speed Pts Pos | (Dist) Pts Pos | Speed Pt Pos Total Final
Kms (Dist) (Dist) (Dist) Kms (Dlst) Points. Pos
Rollings, €, C. PIK 208 86.8) 334 4| 7330 976 2| 8315 1000 1| 8833 1000 1| (4023} 1000 1| 7424 975 2 5285 1
""‘"l'“ A $td Libelle (165.7) 720 1| 41.25 836 B| 79.42 944 2| gsvs 979 4| (3652) F00 1= | 6380 795 7 5183 2
White, 5. A. PIK 208 [70.1) 251 9| 7011 939 5| 7514 B8BO 4| 8794 994 3| (388.2) 957 4| 7570 1000 1 5021 3
Heod, L 5. Std Clerus [87.1) 23613= | 6549 885 4| 7210 834 S| 8.4 997 2| (394.2) 978 2= | 6222 768 11 4698 4
Stone, A. J. $td Clrrus (138.8) 584 5635 779 12| 4200 482 13| 7597 870 14| (354.3) 871 18| &9.73 897 S 4583 5
de Brulne, T. pG-100 67.1) 236 13= | 7535 1000 1| 4312 699 10| 8274 913 12| (394.0) 978 2= | 6370 793 8= 4819 4
Wells, M, 0. Std Liballe (85.8) 228 15| 6934 B8O 7°| 6415 714 B| 8885 977 5| (381.1) 943 5| 4345 793 8= 4535 7
Waller, €. J. $td Clrrus (78.6) 203 5| 71.26 952 4| 6224 686 12| 8320 920 10| (367.1) 905 9| 59.48 721 14 4477 8
Mcluckle, R, $1d Cirrus 83.8) 218 16= | 7244 966 3| 4354 705 9| 8598 963 & | (364.2) 898 14| 5745 &88 17 4438 9
Stafford-Allen P, R.  Std Cirrus 83.5) 218 16= | 5575 772 13| &9.81 799 7| 8439 939 B[ (3774} 933 &= | 59.10 714 15 4375 10
Brownlow, J. Astir C5 69.8] 249 10= | 5082 819 10| &1.75 478 14| 7174 743 20| (377.4) 933 &= | 7269 w2 3 4370 1
Harding, R. W, Std Clrrus 620 210 18 | 44.13 875 8| 61.42 873 16| 7314 764 19| (350.2) 840 19= | 6BI7 874 & 4256 12
Burton, A. J. §td Libelle 40.8) 104 24 56.68 783 n 6144 474 15 B4.74 945 7| (341.5) 8%0 15 61.446 755 12 4151 13
Hartley, 1. L §td Cirrus 759) 280 & | (130.4) 283 24° | 7524 881 3| 7400 779 18| (377.5) 933 6= | 7230 942 4 4098 14
Dixon, R. T. Sid Liballe 70.3) 252 8| 1304 2327 21=| 7452 870 S| 8173 898 14| (3887) 904 10| 63219 785 10 4038 15
Murdoch, L. K-68 501) 156 22| 48.53 688 14| 6230 487 11| BO.76 BB3 15| (359.2) 884 16| 5643 688 19 966 16
Norrls, M. Std Cirrus 69.8) 249 10= | (197.7) 528 14| 5964 447 18| 8257 911 13| (3852) 900 11= | 5843 703 16 3838 17
‘Wishart, R. Std Cirrus (33.9) 70 25 | (180.4) 475 19| 6054 &60 17| 8292 916 11| (3555 874 17| 5356 626 20 3621 18
Mirchell, J. K-68 81.3) 286 7* | 3862 487 18° | (194.1) 276 23| 7064 726 21| (350.2) B&D 19= | 5855 435 18° 3250 19
Von Galder, A, F, Std Chrrus 99.3) 397 3 |(201.4) 537 15| (54.5) 41 24| 8395 932 9| (3652) 90011= | ONEF 2807 20
Strachan, | W, SF-27M 49.8) 148 23 | (191.7) 508 17| 4816 474 20| 7762 B34 17| (263.8) 428 24 0 23 2592 21
§t Plarre, ALH. G,  Std Cobra 69.8) 249 10= | (189,1) 382 22° | 53.58 555 19| (259.7) 268 22| (275.3) 459 22| 1ie4 192 22 2305 22
Watson, A. L $td Liballe (52.3) 187 20| 1390 52 23| (119.8) 283 22 0 23| ({3050 739 21| 6123 751 13 2265 23
Kreft/Eftart Phosbus 17 [58.8) 194 19 | (130.4) 327 21= | (243.7) 356 21| DMNF (271.3) 102 23* | 1785 372 21 1301 24
Hunt, R PIK 208 (53.8) 169 21 | DNF 61.60 676 (6] 8376 929 [10)| (385.2) S00(NI=]| &2.47 772 (1) 3446 [19]

* = Penalry; D.NLF. = Did Not Fly; [Pos] = Hors Concours; (Distance) = Uncompleted Task.

Wing looding
Bes! glide angle
Min, sink

Empty weight
Waler Ballost
Wing areo

610 8.5 Ibs per sq fr.
1 in 42 ot 40 kis.

1.1 kis between 35 to 40 kis,
495 Ibs.
242 Ibs.
108 sq ft.

15 Meter Glass Fibre flapped A/C

The DG200 hos coupled flaps ond ailerons like the Kestrel
with powerful top surfoce airbrokes.

DG 100 15 meter Standard Class A/C

Wing Loading 5.6 10 7.75 lbs per sq ft.
Best glide ongle 1in 39.2 at 60 kis.
Min. sink 1.0% kis at 38 kis.
Empty weight 500 lbs.
Water Ballost 220 Ibs.
Wing orea 118.4 sq ft.
Sola U.K. Agent. ..

AUSTIN AVIATI

Demonstrator is now at Suiton Bank
122 MAIN STREET - STILLINGTON - Nr YORK

Telephone Easingwold 810255

Hondlcapped Sport Closs results will be in the next lssue.
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Please send news and exchange

copies of journals to the Overseas
Editor: A. E. Slater, 7 Highworth
Avenue, Cambridge, CB4 2BQ, England,

FRANCE CLAIMS FIRST
1000KM TRIANGLE IN
STANDARD CLASS LS-1F

On July 29, the French pilot
Jean-Louis Auban took off from
Grenoble at 10:09 local time in his
LS-1r and flew to Solliés-Pont (near
Toulon about 10km from the
Mediterranean) 220km away, then to
Flims in Switzerland (near the
Austrian frontier) and back to
Grenoble where he landed at 20:13
having covered a total distance of
1027km. - at an average speed of
103km/h. It is also the first triangle
to exceed 100km/h but unfortunately
cannot be claimed as a record as the
220km leg is less than 25% of the
total distance required. Aviasport

VINON MOUNTAIN
COMPETITION

Pilots from six countries flew in this
year's contest held at Vinon from
June 30 to July 9. There were 26
entries for the Standard Class but
only five in the Open.

Thundery conditions prevailed
over most of the period but only two

days had to be cancelled. The tasks
set for the Standard including six
triangles (winning speeds in brackets)
were: 221km(70.9km/h), 253km(non
completed), 23lkm  (94.9km/h),
316km(75.5km/h), 208km(non com-
pleted) and 304km(76km/h). The
first day was an 188km(55.8km/h)
out-and-return, and the last but one a
Cat's Cradle, best distance 408km.
On a few days the Open Class had

slightly longer tasks.

Leading results Standard Class Pts
Teunisse, Holland Std Cirrus 6255
Pronzati, Italy Libelle 203 6147
Delvigne, France Std Cirrus 5818
7, Wills, Great Britain Std Libelle 4720

The Open Class was won by
Kapfer of Germany, Kestrel 17 with
5115pts. Maitland and Dimock of
Great Britain came last with 3419

and 1955pts respectively.

ANGERS - COUPE d’EUROPE

The most popular of all the
European competitions was held as

usual from July 14-24. Coming so
shortly after the World Champs
some of the pilots who normally take
part could not be there, and the

entry was somewhat smaller than
previously with 15 pilots in the Open
and 35 in the Standard Class.

With a mediocre first day when the
Open Class was cancelled on the
radio before the startline was open,
the seven contest days which resulted
were of a high calibre; the highlight
being July 22 when a 623km triangle
was set for the Open and was
completed by nine pilots.

On July 16 and 17 no tasks were
set although the weather on the 16th
was better than on the first day. July
19 and 20 were a la “sauce
Finlandaise” (cold with rain.) The
contest in the Open was won by
Francois Henry, just back from his
team manager's job in Finland;
Michel Mercier won the Standard
Class.

The tasks, except the first day with

a quadelateral which no one
completed, were all triangles.
Jul won by km/h
14, Std: 228km, Three 1= with 201km
15. Open:402km, Memmert, Germany, 96.9
Std; 356km, 't Rood, Holland 80.3
18. Open: 310km, Henry, France, 105.0
Std: 242km, Lopitaux, France,  98.1
2l. Open: 50d4km, Labar, France, 112.0
Std: 402km, ° Seelen, Holland, 106.7
22. Open: 623km, Labar, France, 100.5
Std: 518km, Mercier, France, 93.0
23. Open: 502km, Memmert, Germany, 109.9
Std: 400km, Mercier, France, 108.1
24, Open: 304km, Henry, France, 1200
Sud: ditto, Teunisse, Holland, 1169

Final leading results: Open, Henry, Nimbus
2, 5576.37pts; Hersen, Nimbus 2, 5381.49 and
De Dorlodot, Belg, ASW-17 with 5255.47pts.
Standard: Mercier, Std Cirrus, 6501.37pts;
Penaud, LS-1F, 640307 and Teunisse,
Holland, Std Cirrus with 6358.71pts.

(News received from Peter Teunisse)

$F-32 Single Seater
The new 1976 models of both side by side two seaters have improved canopy, increased baggage space and swept back fin and rudder.

SF-25¢ Superfalke 18m wing, 1 in 28/29 gliding angle. Feathering propellor. Optional folding wing. SF-25¢ Falke 15.3m wing. Both have Limbach
engine with electric starter.
New single seater SF-32 with fully electric raising ond lowering of Rotax engine with electric start. 17m Elfe wings. Glide angle 1 in 37.

SCHEIBE TWO-SEATER MOTOR GLIDERS : THE FIRST AND STILL THE BEST

Prices from £9750 + VAT

SF-28a Tandem Falke two-seater, 1 in 26/27 glide angle.
Demonstrations available ot your site without obligation.

CRYSTAL ENGINEERING LTD., 13 POUND CRESCENT, MARLOW, BUCKS

Telephone Marlow 5740 (automatic answering service)

5¢-25C-T6

&
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DOLPHIN the World Champion, says: SOLID STATE GLIDER ASK THE PILOT

“It's simple, it works, and it’s good!"”’

George Lee had the DOLPHIN conversion
ond Audio System in his ASW-17 in Finlond.
Need we say more?

Dolphin conversions from £13.50
Special 2-tone Audio £65.00

Brunswich Tetal Energy probes
(prices on application)
And JSW Calculators £2.50
Details from JSW SOARING
11 Galaxie Road, Cowplain

Portsmouth, Hants POB PAT ERT 2000

or phone John Williomson (0705-595344)

most evenings 4.30-2 pm BASIC AIR SET
FEATURES b
Buy your AIRCRAFT TYRES from Microphone/Loudspeaker Supplied

Maximum Power Transmitter

wu‘ts Tyre Two Crystal Controlled Channels Standard

Extension Loudspeaker Socket terminated

RADIO TELEPHONE WHO OWNS ONE

FOR ONLY £162.00 . :
Including VAT When you communicate you'll

be thankful for the dependability
of your MENTOR, proven in
hundreds of sailplanes and
crew cars around the world and
backed by a reputation for ex-
cellence - big in value and
performance - small in size and
current drain. Mobile and base
stations available.

8 ohms. .
CAA Approval No A‘/ 8425/ 74 8 E::o ngzngts Sock Gt 1o accept optional extra Optional
1 mat 1

& “ubber co- I-tdl Antenna Sc:ke? :; agcr:em Glider Aerial. TR-12 1to 10

Power Cable and Fuses supplied ready to $396 Channels
AVIATION DIVISION " e o o Ay See your dealer or contact:
Head Office: Church Road, Lydney, Glos.
Tol: Lydney 2203-2208/2982

ELECTECHNIQUES [MENTQR]

SELSLEY, STROUD
GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL5 5JY RADIO COMPANY

(045-36-3129)

1561 LOST NATION ROAD
WILLOUGHBY OHIO44024

Phone(2168)-942-2025

Our CAA & FAA Approved
ronge includes:
McCreary, Goodyear, Armsirong

s i “NEW INN, PEMBRIDGE e

France & Continental.

RADIO FOR CAR AND BASE

PYEWISAMN-G  £170.00
All complete, fitted with 130.4, 130.1, 129.9, 128.4
FOR AIRCRAFT
ULTRA JA4-AGI  £130.00

Fitted 130.4, 130.1, 129.9 with Battery Charger, Battery,
Wkdﬂfmﬂdormdmdmuphml Above ore
h d ond fully opp 8 d for one year.

Full after soles sarvice.

Stondord £3.50. With Base for hord 1o get of places £4.25.
Trunk Lip Mounting £8.25. Mognalic Mount £13.00. 5/8

Our distribution network of 40 (Nr. Shobdon Airfield) Asvial for any of above odd £6.50.

i',?:;:::':ﬁ:""“"“’mp' Fully residential 14th century Inn set R.E.F. Electronics
' . . ; & Cherry Tree Way, Penn,
(In association with Watts in delightful Herefordshire m;h?q,:,mb.“:“k,

Aviation Service Ltd.)

Telephone Penn (STD 049481) 4483

countrysice Telephone PEMBRIDGE 427 (after 1900 hrs for personal attention)

PYE AMIODN-G £120.00 PYE AMIOBN-G £140.00

all pilots can read—but the BEST PILOTS read

Sailplane & Gliding

The magazine can be obtained from most
Gliding Clubs in Gt. Britain, alternatively
send £3.90 postage included for an annual
subscription to the British Gliding
Association, Kimberley House, Vaughan
Way, Leicester. Single copies, including
postage 65p.

Red leather-cloth binders to take the new format

now available
Price £1.50. £1.80 including post or $%4.50

OVERSEAS AGENTS

CANADA:

T. R. Beasley, Soaring Supplies, PO Box 621,

St. Laurent, P.Q. Canada, H4L4V9

SOUTH AFRICA:

Peter Eich, PO Box 82707, Southdale 2135, Johanneshurg,
Transvaal.

HOLLAND:

Aeropress (Ary Ceelen) P Stockmanslaan 53, Eindhoven 4508
AUSTRALIA:

Please apply direct to the British Gliding Association.

USA and all other Countries

Payable in either Sterling or US$ but International Money
Orders Preferred.
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Take us along.

with the finest emergency parachute systems available in the world today. Whether you're a novice or an old pro,
you're a pilot, not an expert on parachutes. Next time you need a chute, come to the people who know . . .

MODEL 150
SAFETY CHUTE

Available in blue, gold, red,
black

) $526.00

SPECIAL EDITION NB-§ ™=
BACKPACKS

New Surplus Solid White,
chrome hrdwre. Best
Surplus Buy available.

$225.00

v’ ‘
( = PIONEER THIN PACK
Available w/23' or 26’ canopies

$520.00
$595.00

STRONG PARA-CUSHION

Newest in the line of light emergency rigs.

$475.00

ML) Parachuie Servics

26156 LOVE FIELD DRIVE « DALLAS, TEXAS 75235 « 214 / 351-5343

Member TSA/SSA for 25 years * Ask about our special deal for glider guiders
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REGIONALS’ — RESULTS

'WELSTIAN REGIOMALS - Mympsfield, June 19.27 WYCOMBE 5 - Wycombe Alr Pork, Booker, July 24-August 1
o it Sadpiane 204 N4 224 TN 254 264 74 Total Mo, Pilot Sodplane U7 257 267 w7 9.7 a7 1.8 Tosal
H'eap 1 ] 3 4 5 & 7 Paints Hcop 1 2 k] 4 5 & 7 Paints
1} fowland, €. D. 84 Siglark 38 746 a6 927 788 914 999 482 4904 1 ‘white, 5. A 100 Astie C5 1000 kel #55 P58 1000 787 1000 L1
7 Mobem D.W.H.| 7O w&E 958 - ” 413 s 999 ¥, 2 Sheard,P.G. P8  Sid Libelle B&S 702 P74 974 813 818 512 5848
Gibbora, - 42 796 - 982 - 629 4gip 3 FRouse, LE P8 Sid Libelle 918 837 987 282 778 500 940 5847
1 Manwormg. A 1, | 100 SHK 792 = sl - 847 v 559 4 Compbell, 0. R 96 Sid Libelle 798 544 755 774 792 1000 833 5518
Theossel, M. G. £ 2% 3 776 5 P27 . 4775 5 Foney, LK. 1146 Jontar 19 781 752 952 654 512 71 248 5490
4 Rechhow P& 94 Club Libells 905 a7 N7 9 994 999 570 4751 & Cowdaroy, R L 102 Phosbus 17C | 911 743 48 B74 750 7 Bél 5424
5 Aldridge, £. L 84 Sid Ausric | 1000 14 984 813 547 154 1000 45746 7 Purdie, P.G. H, 104 Cirrus 8y 777 474 &77 660 &72 248 5329
& MocFodyes, 1.E | 84 K4CR ] 0 1000 754 1000 999 692 4445 B Picher, R R 114 Kestrel 19 790 81g 873 736 Gdd 614 813 5278
7 Horingion, 1.C. | 96 5d Libeils 75 5 882 746 453 999 582 440 P Koy AE 104 PIK 208 907 804 641 489 840 44 939 5263
' WVEG 116 Kesiesd 19 e % 654 73 764 o9 586 4425 10 Hocket, N. G. 102 Sid Jantor 822 1000 504 1000 77 94 B2 5
¥ Dovies F. 1 94 Dan 170 810 0 527 731 Bs8 999 448 4393 11 Haakrey, AW, 100 Sid Civrs 809 B47 424 784 541 754 856 519
10 Hochet, . 100 Snd Jonbor 871 0 81 & 913 99 587 498 12 Young R 118 Nimbus 2 780 724 1000 730 &0 174 877 a1
1 W D, 94 Dot 170 - 18 - 341 = 7e8 ] 13 Cock,P.G. 100 Sid Conn 444 434 957 800 626 m B4S 4B57
Wolker, D 8. 950 B 262 o P42 i 485 1984 14 Tipney, C. 1. #4 Dot 178 551 594 ) 829 618 788 547 4454
12 Mesere,D. 92 PlomB4 | 128 0 495 754 970 933 53 3792 15 Lyndon, L1 100 Sid Currun 597 700 405 4§42 616 754 442 4374
13 Robwhon LA | 100 Sid Cirrun 668 10 874 0 942 999 481 3774 16 Blockmore, RH.T{ 102 Sid Janlor 7 708 426 862 43 753 798 4317
1 Geoat, IS, 107 Phoebua 17C | 623 0 s M B9 959 273 3641 17 Burgem AE 96 Sid Libelle 754 482 &84 758 604 i1 346 4073
15 Podker, 5 ).C 100 SdCirvs | 654 [] 769 787 P63 (] 487 322 18 Woodford, L M. 100 ASw.158 170 554* 697 785 &47 kit 813 ¥
T Terst RAF | 100 5d i 584 0 587 I 720 828 483 3511 1P Porenks A 8 K18 907 682° o* 741 849 578 184 3941
17 Sheard, P, G. 98 Sidlbele | 97 a7 74 784 968 109 652 451 20 Willioms, . 1. 0 K-6E 574 453 444 592 662 W6 428 3633
18 Webster, LW A | 90 K4E 742 8 807 + 0 526 767 195 3450 21 Belbin,E. R 90 K-4E 595 494 515 k]| 630 243 408 3604
19 Fore LG 70 Otympic 28 240 0 an 832 &1 999 509 3422 21 Mawon, E L 116 Mewrel 19 5215 593 480 440 an B0 448 97
0 Poud, 100 Sid Cirrun 726 & 35 159 471 908 479 3734 13 Pope, M. H. 8. 120 Mimbus 2 501 717 DNF 590 430 754 DMF 3204
21 Morelond, M.C. | 104 Cirrua 465 3 e 209 74% 708 557 3152 M Leck, V. B4 Skylark 4 51 284 53 716 599 226 547 2994
7 Raet, A, 100 SHK t* 0 < [} xk 104 = 215 Fleming, A. M, 100  Sid Chrrus B5% 155 234 110 484 412 479 983
Tareds, H, A. 839 - 731 - 918 - 506 3098 26 Speckley, R M. 84 Skylock 3F 387 701 345 [ LR 295 507 w72
11 Gibbs A E 180 Sid Cirrus. 400 0 547 a4 00 799 351 %41 7 Marceynski, 7. 100 Srd Cirrus 34 682 426 1o 602 447 I 2037
U Mousemon, C C | 100 Sd Corus &75 0 & [ 745 299 385 2850 I8 Appleby. D, 104 Cirna = 517 S 295 - - 384
250 Alason, G | 116 Kawieel 19 524 0 DNF 0 794 1000 a3 73 Bartle, . A 529 - n7e - 344 e - 2470
2 Meper, W, 86 Shiokd | - [} - 138 - 999 - 29 Seith, D. A 100 $id Cirrun 708 FITEI ] 560 432 102* 0 2384
White, D F. 420 - 400 155 - 481 2593 30 Walhen, A E. #4  Dont 178 78 482 450 o 114 3 41 2058
T Sewhes, L L 116 Reswel 17 597 0 4 ] 497 743 347 2448 3 Corllon, M. R, 112 Colif A1 DF DMF - DNF DNF DNF
T Middigton, H. P& Sid Libelle 701 0 744 457 157 229 DNF 7208 Spreciley, B.T. - - 734 874 - - - 1812
¥ AR, 56 S Libelle 455 - - 457 - 281 - 32 Wohon, C. L 92 Pilohn B4 - 309 - 0 - 304° 407
WVernon, D. L = ] 123 - 150 - 403 069 Hegrer, A, 153 - 557 - 59 = = 1789
30 dohm, H, 31 Bushy, LN.RG,| 94 Dot I7R o 0 = [ 420 > =
W, T4 Bocion 347 17 208 824 52 1] 548 014 Sarum, G. C. 501 = w7 = - 200 0 1508
) Vewad D.A. | 104 P 208 506 ] 9 333 1né L0 554 2002
3 Vekood, P LY. | 94 Don 17R 535 0 0 3 “st 409 "7 1908 Tous Day 1, 200km A; Doy 2, 21ékm A; Doy 3, 15%m A; Doy 4, 313um A; Doy 5, 228km [ Day 6, 244km A; Day 7,
2 Murdoch, M L | 96 Sdlbetle | 907 N 0 0 408 0 357 1903 333 75m A * Penalty. DNF = did not fiy.
M Harpes, M. 98 5idCinus 735 n 441 ] 350 731 - 1788 3 ! ; g
35 Rondle, Jone 118 Kesivel 20 812 50 700 Hars Concour, Dart 178 1563
% ToporBeasley, M| 78 Sid Libelle 284 3 481 ()] 206 @ DNF 954
W Mol K. 118 Kemrel 19 8327 29 a4 Haws Cancours, Waike 725
M Haris, M. 104 o 538 [} 109 - - - - 447 =
bt TS v o é p - : - = to NORTHERN REGIONALS, Sutton Bonk, August 7-15
40 Mightngola, C | 84 Don 15 6 0 130 0 - . = ¥ NPt Sailplane 8.8 98 108 118 128 138 158 Tolal
Toskw Day 1, 135 1km &; Doy 2. 158.7km =2 ; Day 3, 331km A; Doy 4, 121.3km A, Doy § 162.%m A; Doy &, 221.6 km Heop 1 2 3 4 5 & T Poinks
= Doy 7, 1458k = DNF = did not fy. * @ 50 ph phologrophic penalty. + 100 ph phologrophic panalty. % 7
reavel, LM,
Abbot, J. 74 Blonik 445 1000 999 1000 889 992 779 6104
PORTMOAK REGIONALS, July 3-11 2 Phillips, D. M, 96 Sid Libelle 818 903 1000 770 &31 758 766 544
3 Kemwarthy, AT, 100 DG-100 390 881 721 780 870 L B4S 5504
Ne. Fiot Sailplane 57 8.7 107 1"z Total 4 Bleoken, L 114 Kesiral 19 850 654 749 592 799 975 893 5477
Heap 1 2 3 4 Poinhy § Meluckie, R. 100 Sid Girrun 76 537 09 897 994 802 943 5378
& Blod 3 102 Sid Jantar 380 548 838 729 W2 999 832 5306
1 Howlet, |, L K-4CR - 1000 - 263 7 Hoye LM B6 Siylork 4 592 773 998 780 729 881 53 5282
 Meyer, L 150 = 810 - 2223 8 Ouffn,ER 100 Std Cierus 90 678 709 744 585 961 920 5207
2 Findos, D. L 51d Libelle 14 B43 813 463 o 7 Docherty, . P, 114 Kawvel 17 F1 633 992 813 v 8% 935 5196
3 Nobery, Fomels %0 K4E % 653 839 m 1741 10 Torods, H A, 100 SHK 301 498 874 &4 838 799 739 5143
4 DFaERL 1m0 Sid Cirvus n 201 421 447 1520 11 Askinson, G. B, 114 Keuirel 19 51 752 6462 m 1000 1000 498 5085
& Chiholm, ). 100 0G-100 40 P99 73 783 1398 17 Evison, G,
& Godww, DK, 104 Cierus 130 434 347 k] 1144 Addis, R C, 84 K-4CR ash 924 547 680 724 735 704 4995
7 Bowr,?. L Skylork 3F 140 26 a7 51 124 13 Colims,P.5 82 Olympia 461 | 403 409 935 632 672 934 934 4921
b e R, o K4CR - 55¢ - 12 14 Woodlord, ). M. 100 ASW-158 334 608 728 770 592 Péd 838 4338
Whits, A 2 458 - 1051 15 Toplor, LR 100 Sed Cierus 770 784 DMF 720 779 802 1000 4805
¥ Manhol, R, 102 Phasbu 17 - 522 - 304 18 Lozenby, P 90 K-8E 354 536 996 S84 753 795 &7 4647
Lube, L 40 - 0 - 849 17 Beck,) 90 503 a7 us 833 & 402 834 835 713 4591
10 Bastoa, D 100 Sid Cirrut 2 783 0 0 B14 18 Townsend, A, 88 Don 158 364 445 24 557 n 938 482 4430
11 Show, M, 100 ASW-15 142 835 - 5 19 Martimer, LG 114 Jantar | 146 445 434 548 780 M4 719 4265
Flaming, | - - 0 - 782 20 Romsden, P 116 Kewrel 19 38 &44 648 505 691 ;m 554 4245
12 Docherty, TP e Eestral 19 ] 547 213 ] 7Bl I Murphy, T4,
Beicknall, D. 1. B4 Seylark IF 390 354 904 534 444 900 a8 4234
Todu Dey ), 71km 52 ; Doy 2, Phim =2 ; Dey 3, 137km A Doy 4, 106.5im 32 ;: ;::-l.:;w.o.hl 164 Ketrel 19 w2 504 579 517 774 789 sa8 4043
- Durman, J. 96 Cobra 15 | 8 752 742 544 539 &9 sdb 4030
U Whitfield, G. R, |
Procier, 1. & 94 1529 49 600 760 4727 573 @39 510 4003
25 Cook, |,
Mace, 1. 88 Olympic 419 | 403 1é 99 216 589 &n 833 987
AILPLANES 2% Wik, E. 92 Piohus B4 438 m 489 876 503 632 553 3822
7 Spink, E. 100 DG-100 402 514 707 “r 102 766 818 776
8 Smith, D. 96 Cobrg 15 a2 &18 775 816 722 DNF 722 7758
SH EPLEY LANE HAWK G REEN 7 Jockan, B 88 Dort 15 366 0 832 529 524 @04 207 784
r 4 30 Purees, ). 74 Blanik 445 762 972 n Frll 852 380 3643
31 Hulme, A L 104 PK 208 e [10] 491 573 724 774 ¥ AT
MARPLE, CHESHIRE. 2 o X,
Brown, A 108 Kestrel 17 349 654 783 605 53 716 5 3204
3 Mawson, 1 114 Kesirel 19 0 503 547 385 t4d 563 atr 3029
. - 3 Howghtan, I L 90 K-4E 90 212 797 w7 95 787 384 3062
TQ'OP"IOI"IG. 061-427 2488 35 Mclone )L G. 84 K-6CR 557 719 993 708 DNF DNF DNF »n
3 Taylor, C.G. 82 Gupsy | 403 195 244 78 % a8 &% 82
- - 37 Gregaon, 8. |
Th e Qu al.f led Rep alrers Hill 1.D. 82 Consort 403 60 138 455 s w2 m 7
38 GiesEEF
Mess, P, 76 T4 172 215 108 74 120 2 4 188
mpyey o . ; ¥ Sion,B,
CAA "B”Licence approval in all materials s g e et T s 6 '
B.G.A. Senior Inspection Approval,"E” & "M" Rating 4 kddall,1.C 91 Tervo ONF  DNF  DNF  DNF ONF 11 0 1
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A good finish for Bernard Fitchelt,

WORLD

Owing to press dates, there was only time for a summary of the contest and the final results

Photo: Hans Smit.

CHAMPIONSHIPS

RIKA HARWOOD

in the last issue. The following account describes the happenings at Rayskdld from June 6-27.

As we olready mentioned in the last issue, the practice week
gave some fantastic soaring conditions. These were produced by
sub-polar and later somewhat warmer Continental airmasses with
a High building over Scandinavia. It was cold, however,
temperatures at night being sometimes at freezing level, while by
doy they only reached about 13° to 16°C with strong 20-30kt
north-easterly winds often producing fabulous cloud streets.

June & was such a day, with conditions many pilots had
dreamed of but few experienced. The measure of this day was
provided by Hans-Werner Grosse ond Sigi Baumgartl of
Germany. Both were on holiday with their ASW-17s at nearby
Nummelo and flew 1080 and 1050kms of their declared 1100
and 1070km triangles. The 494 and 380km triangles set at
Rayskala were thus good practice tasks and made the pilots feel
that they were indeed in o northern paradise, and the flying a
piece of cake!

It was, therefore, little wonder that participants were getting in
the right frame of mind. The usual pre-competition tension was
building up nicely, despite the many worried looks of those who
knew that whatever their skill their wingloading was not going to
be sufficient to secure them a place at the top.

With the practice week nearly at an end, Olavi Rautio,
Vice-Chairman of the Finnish Aeronautical Association, invited
guests, team managers and pilots to his summer residence on
June 11. There a splendid party developed which gave everyone
a chance to let their hair down and relax in beautiful
surroundings, while the “world boot throwing competition”
caused great hilarity and was enjoyed by all. After this final fling
most pilots were ready to start the serious business of the battle
for supremacy.

The Brits had participated in the flying, fettled instruments,
religiously measured and marked their water cans so that every
ounce of ballast could be accounted for. We had organised a
party enjoyed by the 200 of the 100 invited guests, and had
done all the usual things one does so as not to leave anything to
chance.

Opening Ceremany - June 13

A worm day ot last and sunny! Just before 13:00hrs teams
beautifully dressed up in their Sunday best or team uniforms took
their ploces beside their flagpoles, the flogs having o festive
colourful appearance in the stiff breeze. The inhabitants from
miles around in this sparsely populated lond had arrived in their
thousands to come ond watch the opening and the flying display.

Olavi Rautio read a message from the President of Finland,
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Urho Kekkonen, the Patron of the Championships. The political
problems clready mentioned kept the proceedings os simple as
possible and the speeches were few and short.

Bill Ivans, USA, in his copacity as the new CIVV President,
congratulated the organisers on having all the ingredients
required to hold a first class World Championships, ranking with
the best of all time, with 85 of the world's best pilots, superbly
equipped, representing 26 counfries taking part.

Annti Aarnio-Wihuri, Chairman of the Finnish Aeronautical

®

Turnpoints.

50 100

SCALE km
TP1, Rayskala, is denoted by the bold circle.

Association, listed a few of the ingredients which make Finland
the glider pilot's northern paradise, os had been amply shown
during the proctice week. Touching on the political difficulties he
said: *'| must, unfortunately, admit that in this very respect our
record is not clean. As the orgonisers of these World
Championships we, the Finnish Aeronautical Association, have
got into a position which might have a very profound, negative,
effect on our organisation’s future possibilities for years to come.
These factors will not, however, have an effect on this
competition. We shall pull this contest through as planned to give
the participants the possibility to fly it out for the two most
coveted titles of World Championships.™
After more words of thanks he declared the contest open.
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A sort of roll call followed and as pilot and managers' nomes

were read out they stepped in front of their flagpoles, cheered on
by the bystanders, The flying display which followed came to an
abrupt end when a thunderstorm (brewing up for some time)
broke over site and everyone had to run for cover - history thus
repeating itself for the umpteenth fime - because that was the
end of the good weother!
The contest stortfed with two days of no flying. On the first,
out-and-returns of 254 and 198km were set, but according to the
forecost they would be fricky with moderate lift of up to
2-4m/sec. While the pilots were waiting on the grid much better
weather could be seen in the distance but moving nearer, thus
when launching was delayed twice, everyone was happy to wait.

However, by the time pilots themselves were believing that the
tasks would be on in the next hour or so, they were cancelled at
12:55 ofter o tug had been sent up to do the snifting! The
reluctance to begin the Championships in less than ideal
conditions was understandable, but even so no one had expected
such an early cancellation! By mid-afterncon it looked highly
soarable but, as no take-offs were permitted, we shall never know
whot might have been.

Weather unpredictable

On the second day no task was set as it was forecast to be
raining by midday. It didn't and instead it wos quite sunny with
the sky looking quite soorable ot times; obviously the weather
wasn't behaving as it should according to the forecasts given.

Wednesday, June 16 - Open Class 199.1km friangle, TP7
42.3km, TP11 61.9km, TP1 94.9km. Standard Class 120.9km
friangle, TP7 42.3km, TP4 46.9km, TP1 31.7km. RTI=60min.

It took three briefings fo arrive ot the above tasks. When Bob
Muller, Australia’s team manager, asked if the RTl was not too
long for the short first leg, Jacka Kaskia, the tosksetter, replied:
“That is @ motter of opinion™. It gave us some idea of what to
expectl The winds were high, cloudbase low, the lift promised
would be very mediocre, and by the looks of it it might not even
be a contest day. Some thought that the minimum distance of any
fosk should be ot least 200km to arrive at a foir competition and
fo minimise the luck factor. The organisers, however, beginning
fo reclise that we had to start flying sometime were fairly
confident that the tasks were fair and procticall

Well, it wos difficult - and for the Open Class neorly
impossible. The 30kt north-easterly wind up to 40kt at flying level,
with only a 3000ft cloudbase, wouldn't give pilots much scope to
make progress! The 62km second leg for the Open proved to be
disastrous for the maijority as they had to battle dead into wind

with cumulus gone, leaving a large gap to be crossed, to reach”

the second TP. In all, 14 pilots monaged this feat, five of them
having to land, including George Lee, almost immediately after
because they had orrived too low at the TP to search for the
meagre lift.

With most crews on the road, and the remainder glued to their
rodio sets, while now and again heaving a sigh of relief, we
realised thot some were still OK. But by 16:30 we knew that at
leost in the Open there would be few finishers and the topic of
conversation furned fo how many points it would give for their
efforts, it couldn't be many.

Somewhat later a crowd had gathered near the finish line and
a ripple of excitement among the Finnish spectators soon told us
why. Markku Kuittinen, Finland's newcomer, was leading the
homecomers in the Standard Class with Karlsson of Sweden in
hot pursuif. They flashed past at 17:30 within seconds of each
other - fen minutes chead of the next Standard ship. Soon
ofter, Malcolm Jinks, Australia, in the Open, came home in style,
but it took nearly 14 hours to count the five big ships that made it
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- Frangois Ragot of France nearly an hour after all the other
finishers.

The Standard Class had a better survival rate as they did not
hove to cope with the some into wind leg, but they were
desperately slow. Twenty-five made it back with speeds varying
between 55.2 ond 35.6km/h, probably the lowest ever recorded
in @ World Champs!

Wave activity over the site in the morning had given Jinks two
good climbs — one before and one ofter crossing the startline;
others had also found it but mostly too late to be of any use. it
made Helmut Reichmann, the slowest finisher, remark that the
start had been the best part of his flight, but that one would have
gone round the course quicker on a bicycle!

The medals for the day, however, were due to Kuittinen in the
Stondard ond Roel Kuil, Holland, in the Open. Both were
first-timers and, os the saying goes, they probably didn't know
how difficult it was; but they had well earned their points of 587
and 269 respectively. Horro Wédl, Austrio, suffered
undercarrioge domage on his DG-100 ond needed on all-night
repair but no other breckages were reported despite the many
outlondings.

Leading Rasults Open km/h  ph Standord km/h pis
Kuil Mimbes 2 64.2 269 Kuittinen SF  PiK 208 552 587
Jinks AUS Mimbus 2 622 267 Karlsson S PIK 208 525 564
Ziobra PL  lantor 2 60.2 264 Rizzi RA  Sid Cir 50.6 547
Muszezynski PL  Jantar 2 540 256 13 Butan GB  PIK 208 446 495
Ragat F Nimbus 2 4.9 4 24 Jones GB  Cie 75 359 420
12 Lee G8  ASW-17 160km 95 ? pilots between 45 - 48.2 km/h

21 Fitchent GB  ASW.17 B7km 68 41.7 - dd B km/h

24 pilots below 100 km & 356-37.3

1 pilot did not score 21 pilots below 100km, 3 no pis

[international registration letters uted for countries o sove space)
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Surprise yourself.

Atfirst glance,you'd swear it
was justa coupe. It certainly looks
like one.One of the best.

But lift up that big tailgate and
you're faced with a totally different
proposition—52.9 cu.ft.of very
accommodating estate car. And no
compromises.

Flip up the back seat and
you'veroom for five.In real comfort.

Now driveit—and there are

more surprises. All pleasant.0-60
acceleration in just 11.6 seconds.
Top speed over 100 mph. Touring
consumption over 32 mpg.

Check the paintwork, feel the
steel —the Saab Combi Coupe will
still be surprising people years
from now:.

Extra safe too. But then, thats
no surprise. After all,itis a Saab.

SAAB 99 GL. (ombi

The surprise of your life.

Saab 99GL Combi Coupé. Manual-from £3,926.51. Automatic—from £3,968.64. Prices include VAT, special car tax,

seat belts and a full twelve month unlimited mileage warranty. Number plates and delivery charges extra.

o
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Thursday, June 17 — Out-and-returns for both Classes. Standard
152.6km to TP4; Open 181.4km to TP20.

After another dismal and windy forecast, though slightly more
hopeful, more short tasks showed on the board and briefing took
place in an unhoppy sort of silence. After the "sauna™ tosk of
yesterday (everybody having to sweat it out), and the poor results
achieved, it was little wonder that the confidence level was not
high. During the morning the gliders were towed to the grid by
crews who tried to keep cheerful while their pilots felt below par
in spirit.

Tuomo Teruo, the Director. Photo: Hans Smit.

My next notebook entry reads: "unbelievable how quickly
weather changed from 'no-go’ ot 12:00 to good at 13:00"; and
as everyone sprong to life we wotched the toke-offs into the
gusty 15-20ki crosswind, which needed all the skill of the pilots at
both ends of the rope. Once airborne, however, it was pretty
obvious thot conditions were ropidly becoming better than
forecast, giving the pilots a chance to be more selective in their
time of start,

In fact it took only just over 14 hours for Ingo Renner,
Austrglia, in the Standard, to complete the course and get home
at 15:30 fo win the day convincingly. For the next hour or so we
watched the spectaculor Standord Closs finishes into the strong
heodwind, motched by the Open boys at 16:36 when George
Lee crossed the line, followed closely by Dick Butler, USA, and
Bemard FitcheH.

A quick count somewhat later showed that oll Open Class
ships were home and only two Standord ones had landed out. In
the latter Class the PIKs took the six top places with Renner taking
over the lead with 18pts in hand. Only 122pts separated the first
ten places overall in the Open with Butler in the lead. George
Lee won the first 1000pt day, and with Bernard in fourth place
for the day, the two British pilots ensured they were in the
running.

With hindsight the tasks were too short, but at least they had
been siraightforward to fly, with little of a luck factor. |
remember thinking that morning what a pity it is that when
forecasts include a lot of "ifs and buts”, A and B tasks (of
different length and discussed ot briefing) are not considered in
World Champs. This is something we have learned in the UK and
helps fo minimise the over and under setting of a task in difficult
conditions. Furthermore, our pilots seem to be quite happy with
this solution as decisions can be left until the last minute based on
the vagoaries of the actual weather prevailing ot the time.

After this burst of flyable weather the conditions in Finland got
progressively worse. This possibility had been published by the
orgonisers, but no one could have believed it could be quite so

awfull "Mot for a hundred years has it been so bad", seems to be
the comment that crops up whenever there is a World Champs,
ond this one was no exception. According to Tom Bradbury, our
Met man, there would be little hope of any good flying before
next Wednesday when conditions should improve somewhat -
what o prospect!

It must have been a Godsend for the organisers that OSTIV had
storted their sessions. At least those who were interested had
plenty of time to go and listen to the many interesting popers on
the ogenda, or watch the films which had been loid on and
which were greotly apprecioted.

An ottempt to set a Cat's Cradle on June 21 also came to
nothing when, after o long waoit on the grid, the roin-sodden
gliders were towed back to their usual resting place. People were
not even depressed anymore about this so faor the biggest
non-event of the yeor, and the two diminutive tasks flown earlier
were almost forgotten. One could not but sympathise with the
organisers, who could see their hopes for long races, and even
1000km triangles, reploced by o distinct worry to achieve a
Championships ot all, while ever-cheerful Robin King had to dole
out the same dismal weather story day aofter day.

Laading Results Opan km/h  ps Standard km/h ph
Lee G8  ASW.17 #7.1 1000 Renner AUS P 208 F8.1 1000
Butlar USA  Gilosf 604 96.8 995 Firth CON  PIK 208 §0.0 883
Halighous D Nimbus 2 946.1 984 Kuitfinen SF PIK 208 89.2 871
Fitchett GBE  ASW.IT 940 983 10 Burton GB  PIK 208 863 829
3 pilols betwean 90,1 - 94, 1km/h 18 Jones GB Cir75 83.0 780
& g - B5.1 - B?.9xm/h 24 pilots between 80.0 - 89.1km/h

e Y B0.2-Bd.Fkm/h g " 51.2.79.9km/h

: i 40.9 - 79.3km/h 2 pilots did nat complete

Thursday, June 22 - Cat's Cradle for both Classes. TPs 1, 10,
11, 14, 15, 30. (See p223).

The conditions for this, the ninth day of the contest, were said
at briefing to be difficult ond looked even worse outside. Robin,
however, was hopeful that we would actually fly, and as the
morning progressed there were indeed signs of improvement.
Lounching wos, however, deloyed twice for 30 minutes until at
12:15 the Open Closs were sent off in o once more deferiorating
sky for it wos realised that otherwise they might not get off ot all.

It was soon opparent that, whatever the difficulties anticipated
in the forecost, big trouble was neor ot hond in the form of o
large thunderstorm raising its ugly heod to the north-west and
approaching the site. The majority of the pilots could barely
maintain their height and the gaggles were many and low. In
order to give them a chance to get away the Standard Class was
held for an hour and during that time some of the Open ships
departed.

Tom Brodbury briefing Ralph Jones. Photo: Roger Barrett.

By now the storm waos sitting ot the edge of the field and while
the Stondard lounching wos in progress it broke, giving only
those pilots who came hurrying back a chance to land at base.
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This effectively cut the contest for the Standard Class in two parts,
because it took until just ofter 16:00hrs before it was possible to
stay airborne again. A number of them had not even laken their
first launch!

As pilots came back from their short retrieves they rigged and
launched again, only to struggle to get awoy or land back.
Others in both Classes returned at their leisure as they did not
think they could make the deadline of 17:00hrs for last lounch or
thought the task impossible.

George Lee, was one who hurried back ond, with only 16
minutes to go to the deadline, gave the many spectators a thrill
as they walched him and his helpers doing one of the fastest rigs
ever for an ASW-17, in the hope of rolling before the close.
During the rig, however, the tannoy announced that last launch
was at 18:00hrs; and although they reloxed ond heaved a sigh
of relief they still had to hurry for it was vital to get away at
once if at all. It was known that Bernard, despite the storms and
showers, was doing extremely well and still flying, and so were
others!

No Contest for Standard Class

During the eorly evening, with only o sprinkling of 100km
distances on the board, it was clear that the Standard Class was
a no contest. The efforts of Harro Wédl and Brigliadori™ of Italy,
who had flown a good deal further than the rest with 156 and
153km respectively, were thus fotally unproductive. Ralph Jones
achieved the fifth farthest distance on this day with 99km.

It took a long time before we knew whether or not it was o
contest in the Open, but it wos pretty obvious that whatever the
outcome the day would be heavily devalued.

Bernard Fitchett had flown aon unbelievable 408km (see p233
for his occount), 100km more than Géran Ax, Sweden, the
runner-up. George Lee, even with his late start, managed 106km.

As one can imagine, there were many managers and pilots
who were aghost that last launch time had been extended by the
hour lost by the deloyed start without onybody being made
awcre of this until the tannoy announcement, Pilots who had
landed out could not possibly have known. Quite understandably

216

the Dutch team manoger (whose pilots, had they known, could
hove got back before 18:00hrs) put in an official protest which,
however, he later withdrew for tactical reasons. No doubt he
also took into consideration that it might be better to let this low
115pt doy stand and so get rid of the required distance task, for
otherwise it would have to be set again with the inherent risk of
damage on outlonding.

Indeed on this day two gliders were badly broken; one of them
putting Alan Wilson, Australia, out of the contest, after a very
good flight of 272km, while Dick Butler, still in overall lead, had
his Glasfligel 604 fuseloge in two halves ofter ground-looping
and his undercarrioge collapsing. What a disaster for him and
surely any repair in time would be impossible! But, as already
described in the last issue, the international experts sprang fo
Dick's aid, and by late next morning, the miracle had been
achieved and his machine was flyable again. It wos o pity that no
spares were available to treat Wilson's machine likewise. This
co-operation coming after a day full of problems, with certain
questionable behaviour and acrimony on the ground, did much
to restore the feeling of international sportsmranship.

Bernard's outstanding flight jumped him from tenth to second
place overall, but there were still only 11épts between the first
ten. In this type of weather anything could happen, and with the
same names oppearing at the top, the Brits were certainly not the
only pilots able to cope in poor conditions.

Leading Results Open

kms  phs Standard 3 best distances kmi

Fitchen GB  ASW.17 408 115 wadl A DG-100 154
Ax S ASW-17 308 84  Brighodon | Ca7s 153
Wilion AUS  ASW.17 272 73 Bluekens B Cu?8 123
9 Lee G8  ASW.7 106 2 Janes GE Cr?5 "
27 piloh below 100km 10 pilats did not score Burton G PMK20 76

Wednesday, June 23 - Standard Class Cat's Cradle; Open
Closs 526.6km triangle, TP14 76.3km, TP26 214.2km, TP]
236.Tkm.

Tom Bradbury's prediction to us over a week ago had come
true - here it was at last, the sky looking as it had during the
practice week — aeons ago! Robin King was able to give a good
stroightforward competition forecast; but what a pity the
Standard Class had not managed yesterday's task! Now they had
to fly the same Cat's Cradle in good condition, whereas | am sure
they would have preferred to be racing like the Open.

The fastest helpers in the business. With a 16 minuted
and Tom Bradbury rigged the ASW-17 to get George
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» deadline, Jock Wishart, Albert Johnson
ge back in the air.

Robin's forecast had not in fact been quite right and the
promised cloud streets were few and far between, but
nevertheless it still enobled 20 pilots to turn in speeds of over
100km/h, which was very good indeed and helped to boost
morale considerably with the miseries of the previous days
quickly disappearing in the background.

It was o fontastic day, especially for the British who took first
ploce in both Classes (a feat they have never managed before in
World Champs).

After @ somewhat troublesome, and miserable for him, first
leg, George Lee came home at 17:05 like an express train, 12
minutes before the next chap who turned out to be Bernard
Fitchelt. Their speeds of 112 and 110km/h remained the fastest
of the day and showed that also on a good day they knew how
to make best use of the conditions. Dick Butler, ofter o delayed
take-off, because of necessary adjustments to his ship, waos late in
starting ond, not surprisingly, flew somewhat conservatively. His
99.5km/h was under ‘the circumstances a very good speed but it
dropped him fo sixth overall. Bert Zegels hod a rather unsettling
experience before foke-off when he found he had locked himself
out of his cockpit. This could only be rectified by cutting a hole in
the fuseloge!

By the time all the Open ships bar one were home, the Standard
Closs wos still going strong and few landings had been reported.
A number turned Rayskala in the course of the evening and were
soon lost to sight again. We had to wait many more hours before
we had some idea of who hod done what, but slowly it emerged
that George Burfon hod covered on incredible 73Tkm. | believe
this is the longest flown in a World Champs, it certainly was for
George ond made him the clear winner of the day. He also
made the most perfect flight of the day as he had judged the
fime of his last TP position so well that he could make a slow,
long finol glide with enough height to land back ot base after
using the last thermals of the day on the way in.

It avoided o retrieve ofter a long day in the air ond helped to
cut down fatigue. Only eight pilots covered more than 700km
and Ralph Jones, with 713km, claimed a very creditable sixth
place for the day.

For the first time the Open Class was led by Bernard with 35pts
in hand ond George second with 153pts shared between the first

Photo: Hans Smit.

nine pilots. In the Standord, George B had moved to third with
Ralph in 11th place and Ingo Renner was leading five PIKs with
100pts in hand.

Leading Results Open km/h phs Standard kms  ph
Les GB  ASW.17 112.0 1000 Burton GB  PIK 208 731 1000
Fitchett GB  ASW.17 110.9 985 Petar D lib203 725
Ragot F Nimbus 2 108.6 955 Anderison S PIK 208 719 983
Ziobro PL  Jantar 2 1085 954 Renner AUS  PIK 208 715 9§77
Johnsan USA  Jantar 2 108.2 951 Reichmann D L51F45 74 975
15 pilols between 100.2 - 107.%km./h Janes G8 Cir75 713 914
B © o 96.3.99.5km/h 15 pilots between 650-707km

7 - l » B81.4 - 95.6km/h 1 556-648km

1 pilat did not complate Ig- ™ 243-438km

Thursday, June 24 - Open Closs, 480.8km triangle, TP13
184.5km, TP28 144.3km, TP1 152km. Stondard Class, 393.1km
triangle, TP10 108.2km, TP28 132.9km. TP1 152km,

With the exception of possible high cover coming in from the
west during the afternoon, the forecast in general was good with
lighter winds and rising cloudbase to approx 6300ft going blue
later. Unfortunately the high cover came in much sooner than
expected and right from launchtime the day became much more
of o struggle than onticipoted. It ended likewise with more
exertion into a brisk headwind maoking it very difficult to use the
turbulent and broken weak thermals. In addition to this, the
countryside over parts of the course was pretty dreadful for
londings and did not give the pilots much peace of mind. The
South Africans who would never have flown on a day like this at
home, so they said, were in fact surprised that they could.

George took the overall lead

No one completed the task but good distances were achieved,
with Malcolm Jinks in the Open claiming 45%km and his second
day win. This advanced him from ninth to second place overall;
but George Lee, with 417km, took the overall lead with 15pts in
hand. Bernard Fitchett had to be content with 389 and 24th
place, dropping him from first to fifth. He was, however, still
trailing only 32pts from the top, the spread among the top ten
being 176pts.

In the Standard, Karlsson managed 297km to give him the
lead over Renner (265km) with 11pts. George B and Ralph also
dropped back by 3 and 1 places overall. Whatever the weather
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conditions the competitors had to cope with, there was nothing
lacking in their competitive spirit. Despite their ups and downs
they gomely battled on under the siresses and strains as the final
two days of the Championships hove into sight to give them a
lost chance to overtake their nearest rivals.

e — T e
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Karlsson (Sweden) won the day in the Standord Closs.

Photo : Hans Smit.

One incident in an overcrowded gaggle occurred this morning
when Neubert, Germany, and Kuil, Holland, touched their wings.
Kuil landed immediately, but finding no damage to speak of was
soon airborne again. Neubert who hod llown on, seeing there
was no damage apart from a few scropes, had to be recalled for
a londing by his team manager, for according to the rules his
flight could not be scored otherwise. This delay caused him to be
lost across the startline and probably affected his position (28th)

for the day.

Leading Resuln Cpen kms  ph Standard kms pis
Jinks AUS  Mimbus 2 459 1000 Karlssan S PIK 208 297 B
Widmer BR  Mimbus 2 452 983 Pazniak PL  5id Jan 282 B39
Beoes DK Mimbus 2 452 983 Baltz USA  PIK 208 273 808
6 Lee GB  ASW.17 417 900 22 Burtan GB  PiK 208 213 400
26 Fitchett GB  ASW-17 3a9 831 27 Janes GB Cie 75 174 445
11 pilots between 400-447kms 20 pilots between 200-26%kms

e 4 Y 332-39%kms Pl da™ " 102-178kms

2 " 107ums 14 " balow 100km

Friday, June 25 - Standard Class, 300.3km triangle TP14
76.3km, TP19 150km, TP1 74km. Open Class, 33%km triangle,
TP14 76.3km, TP11 167.7km, TP1 95km.

A clear and sunny morning and it was warm! The forecast in
general wos not unlike the previous day and carried the same
warning of possible high and medium cover coming in from the
NW. The tasks had been somewhat reduced in size but whether
this was because of the expected cirrus, or the midsummer night
party laid on for that evening, was not clear! There would be
plentiful lift up to 2m/sec and cloudbase would rise to about
7000ft. As the outlook for tomorrow was not too good this might
be the last chance to climb up the position ladder. Deciding on
what time to start would thus be very critical!

The line open ot 11:45 for the Standard was busy straightaway,
but few actually left, while others were given a “negative'" or
“orbit". By noon seven had gone on course, including Ingo
Renner. A further 16 were on their way in the next half hour with
another 16 by 12:45. This left seven still to go. One of these was
George Burton, who ofter a negative and a couple of orbits
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crossed ogain ot 12:47:13. Tom Bradbury had been optimistic
regarding the time of arrival of the cirrus and with the rapidly
drying air thought it might well slow down, so the latish start
could pay off. As the lift wos plentiful and good low down,
George kept moving olong, never going much above launch
height until the last half of the second leg. By now conditions
were excellent and, going flat out, he kept up with or even
passed the Open ships who shared the last leg.

Ingo Renner with his early stort (49 minutes ohead of George)
completed the course 12 minutes chead of everyone else at
15:38 ond his speed of 82km/h seemed unbeatable by those
who followed in quick succession. Maybe George had left it too
late ofter oll. Then he onnounced "final glide" and swept across
the line shortly ofter. Those who had kept on eye on start times
could hardly believe he was back. Even the British base team,
who were working out elapsed times, checked their figures twice
before being certain that he had indeed gone way over the best
time. He beat Ingo.by 12.5km/h and made a lot of PIK and
non-PIK pilots very thoughtful trying to figure out where they had
gone wrong! It was a convincing win for the second time and put
George back in third place overall. Ralph Jones, with a good
eighth place, mainteined his 12th position.

The Open Closs, with the longer tosk ond later toke-off,
obviously had the same critical decision to make concerning the
optimum time to start. The line was open at 12:30 but only three
left in the first five minutes. All but seven, however, had gone
through between 12:45 and 13:00hrs. Five of these seven left by
13:05 leaving only George Lee and Mathias Wiitenen, Finland,
behind. But George, bearing in mind what Tom had said, took a
colculated risk ond woited until 13:13:16 ond was quickly
followed by Mathias at 13:15,

The brilliant sky, dotted with healthy looking cu which had
further developed during the Open Closs departures, must have
encouraged them to speed clong the course. And when ot 16:12
Géran Ax joined the Standord ships across the finish, followed by
Gavazzi, ltaly, ond Holighaus, Germany, with speeds of about
97-99km/h, we realised that the outcome of the day could be
more than interesting.

Three minutes to win!

While pilots were finishing, the British base team were still
rapidly working out elopsed times, and had a good idea of who
was beating whom. We saw also that times were fairly close and
that the top points would have to be shared. by many. Around
16:27 came o flock of finishers among whom were Bernord
Fitchett and Dick Butler. The lotter having started after 1 o'clock
haod beaten Gavazzi's time by two minutes! So his late departure
had been right. There was no word of George, however, but he
had started nine minutes after Dick, so there was time yet! The
cirrus could be seen in the distance, but like Tim had said, it had
slowed down and shouldn't worry George. The minutes slipped
by. The tension around the base team car could be felt by all . . .
and still no news. Roger, the team manager, was by now jumping
up ond down, counting out the remaining minutes . . . Then ot
lost the usual cool, calm and collected voice announced 26
Final Glide"'. Roger almost fell flat on his face trying to reach the
radio to tell George he had three minutes to win! He did this, by
one minute, and was the only pilot to average over 100km/h.
Thus George had now won all three 1000pt race days = a fine
performance indeed. Furthermore, for the second time in British
World Champs history, we had won in both Classes for the day
ond Bernard, albeit with only on eight point lead, wos back in
third place overall. George had an 85pt lead over Ziobro,
Poland, and 121 over Bernard. The top eight places were



First in both Closses, Gearge Burton and George Lee show off their medols.
Photo: Roger Borrett.

separated still by only 160pts, so the pressure for a lost reshuffle
would be great.

Ingo Renner, too, with a mere eight points in hand was, of
course, in a similar position; while George Burton and Ralph
Jones would have 1o go all out to mointain or improve their
placings! Perhaps it was just as well that Ingo, or enyone else for
that matier, did not know that these eight points were to prove to
be the most valuable ever in o World Champs for Eiri Avion had
decided 1o give the latest PIK 20D, costing FM54000, os a prize to
the winner, This worked out at approx FMé745 per point|

Pasetsnik, USSR, flying the new Russian LAK-9, did not fly today.
Apparently he had serious aileron trouble which could not be
rectified on site. Perhops they were domaged in yesterday's
outlanding, although no one seemed to know about it.

Leoding Results Open im/h p Stondard km/h gt
Lee Gl ASW-17 1003 1000  Burton GB P 208 94.6 1000
Buter USA Glasfé0d 996 993 Renner AUS  PIK 208 82.1 823
Govanzi | Nimbes2 990 983  Oye DK Cir75 81.9 821
lifichen  GB  ASW.17 943 911 B Jones GE Cir7s 787 776
10 plols berwean 95.1 - 98, Lm/h 23 pilots between 75.2 - 80, 7km/h

14 ©90.0-94.3kmsh 82,174 8km/h

B 759-889m/h S pulun did nat complete

Sofurday, June 26 - Open Closs 234.5km triangle TP9
101.8km., TP20 42.7km, TP1 90km. Standard Class, 203.%m
out-and-return fo TP9.

- The outcome of this final day was published in the last issue.
To complete the picture, here are some of the details.

Torrential rain last night had left o sticky humid otmosphere
with low cloud. The hitherto excellent visibility had been reploced
by extreme hoze. Thus, like the first contest day, the lost one also
took three briefings before ot 11:30 the tasks were finally set.

The briefing room waos bursting ot its seoms with people when
Robin King, with loud applause, stood up for the last time to give
the weather details, It wos, he said, “being brave" to set a task;
but os visibility had improved slightly since the 9am briefing
[8-15km becoming 25km on the forecast sheets) the tasks would
be flown. Conditions awoy from site would be better with
improved viz and weak lift up to 2m/sec could be expected later
in the day. There was a risk of local showers with an odd cunim
later with cloudbase at around 3000ft by 14:00hrs, the time for
take-off for the Open Class. This was not a rosy picture!

The tension and depression out on the grid showed everywhere,
ond the sun oppearing now and again through the haze, did little
‘tochoer up the anxious pilots. Quite a few thought the task might
still be cancelled, but at 14:00hrs the order to lounch the Open
‘was given!

An unbelievable panorama soon developed with gliders low all
over the place. Some in the area of the towing circuit, others

scraping low over the forests, and one gaggle of about 10-12
machines could be seen circling between 250 and 450ft
desperately trying to hang on to a sliver of lift. Some even
succeeded in doing so and slowly climbed aoway ond disappeared
into the murk.

It might have “'been brave' to set a task; it was braver still to
fly in visibility of only 3-5km with variable cloudbase. George
and Bernard reported these conditions. They were worried that if
the Standard Class, due to toke-off ot 14:45 were launched the
collision risk would be unacceptable. The Standard Class was,
therefore, held for 15 minutes by which time visibility had slightly
improved and was now not less than 5km, also the Open Class
hod managed to thin out a bit as some had landed and 21
managed to leave by three o'clock.

Bernord, unfortunately, was among those needing a relight. He
had, unknown to him, lost his tailskid on take-off, but the crew
did not want to worry him with such detail. They quickly got
permission to take-off from the grass, so oll was OK - at least
on that score. He had, however, to lond for o second time at
15:00hrs, more or less with the some crowd he had relighted
with. This coincided with the first take-off of the Standard Closs
and, according to the local regulations, he now had to wait until
15:30 by which time they had all been launched.

Bernard Fitchelt waiting for a relight. Phato: Roger Baorrett.

By 15:30, in fact, conditions had deteriorated to such an
extent that it was not possible to have any chance of success. The
lost start time of anyone who did any good was 15:20 when Bert
Zegels, of Belgium, crossed the line, while before that Butler, at
15:17 and Lee ot 15:13, whom | had olready thought were too
late, had managed to get away.

Another unfortunate was Ragot of France, who crossed the
startline ot about 1000ft just before 15:00hrs. This crossing was
given a "negoative too wide" and, being so low he had to land
shortly afterwards and, like Bernard and others, woit for the
completion of Standard Class launching. He vented his pent-up
emotion in a characteristically gesticulatory mannerl When ot last
they could be lounched they did everything possible in a futile
effort to fly far enough to retrieve a position already lost for
ever,

The Standord Closs fared little better; 18 did not get away at
all and the best distance flown was only 64km,

The story is now back to where | began it in the last issue; but
Dick Butler's remork to Bernard during the final dinner probably
sums up the kind of feelings of frustration and disoppointment
that a number of others must have experienced on this trying
final day - and Dick had done well.
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Photo: Roger Barrett

After relating on how he dragged his 604 out of a muddy field
that day, he said, *'. . . | lost my undercarriage doors in that field
and | couldn't even be bothered to go and look for them. You
know, before | came here, | spent 200 hours fetiling that ship,
and now it's just a whole heap o junk!"

Leading Results Open kms  pis Standard best distances kms
Matousek C5  Mimbus 2 219 &89 4 plloh Aew &dkm
Broes DK Nimbus 2 205 435 2 " 5%km
Halighous D Nimbus 2 197 404 - Nl © Sékm
Ziobro PL  Jonlor 2 197 604 v Al *  55km
Johnsan USA  Jontar 2 197 404
13= Lee GB  ASW-17 190 578
33 Fitchett GB  ASW.17 54 54
15 pilots below 100km
As anyone can imagine the Brits were very relieved that

George Lee during these vital hours of drama had managed to
defend his slender lead to bring home the well-earned and
deserved title of World Open Class Champion.

It was a pity that on arrival at Felixstowe the Customs and
Excise officers felt it their duty to search the belongings of the
World Champion and the team very thoroughly and caused o
big delay to the champagne party which had been laid on for
them.

The likeable Poles, Ziobro ond Muszczynski, coming second
and third in the Open with their new Jantar 2 of 20.5m span,
although never plocing higher than third and fourth on any day,
showed without doubt what an excellent competitive combination
they make. The Jantar 2, olso flown by Dick Johnson, USA, and
greatly liked by him for its handling and performance, was
envied by mony. As the tesults show he also competed

e =
B s
T b Ty A .

-

e

successfully throughout the contest against the Nimbus 2 and
ASW-17. The finish of the Jontar 1s has hitherto left a lot to be
desired; but this wos certainly not the cose with the Jantar 2s in
Finland. If that quelity of finish is maintained in their production
models they must have a bright future indeed.

The Russian Lietuva LAK-9 seemed to be a mixture of ASW-17

LAK-9

and Nimbus 2. Its highest placing in the contest was sixth on the
second day; ond as stated, the machine did not fly for the last
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two days, so it is difficult to drow ony conclusions. The Slingsby
Kestrel 22, flown by Jeremy Bryson of Ireland, was the third
machine to make its debut in Finland. lis test flying progromme
had not been completed before the ship was taken out there and
it still hod a speed restriction. A second model brought out for
demonstration purposes was flown by a number of interested
people who, | gather, were very impressed with its handling.

In the Standard Class o PIK 20 was the winner each day,
perhaps the flaps gave their pilots some odvantoge over the
unflapped mochines, but of the five contest days, only.two were
proper race days, thus reducing the advantoge of using its
45kg/m wingloading copability to some extent. The pilots who
flew: the PIK's oll seemed to like their mounts. It is interesting to
note that two of the three Std Jantars finished in fourth and sixth
place. With only five contest doys two of which were devalued
and another was a distance task, it is of course difficult to draw
any conclusions.

Technical data - Jantar 2
‘ﬁan (m) 20.5
area (m®) 14.25
W t ra:juo " 3 29.5
ingloadin /m
%\]'ﬂh/wigtho%t w/b 41.61/28.77
Ballasl (kgs) 140
W’ wel hl (kgs) 330
wllhfwulhout w/b (kgs) 593/450
Mm sink at 80km/h (m/sec 48
Min sink at ZOOkmlh (rnfsec)
with/without w/b
Min and Max speed (km/h) 651250
Best glide ratio 48.1
Techmcal data - LAK-9
v?an (m) 20
ing area (m?) 15
ng loading (kg/m?) 386
Empty wc:ght (kgs) 382
Ballast (kgs) 100
AUW (kgs) 580
Min sink at 89km/h (m/sec) 0.6
Max ed (km/h) 210
ide angle at 103km/h 46:1
THE ORGANISATION

Dealing with the actual organisation, as previously mentioned,
housing was a major headache for “landlord and tenants' alike
and a lot of reshuffling had to be done before everyone was
satisfied. The containers in the "village”, although perfectly
adequate for sleeping, wece really rather spartan and primitive.
There was no water and o few overworked sanitary facilities
nearby could not cope, and thus became a smelly nuisance
despite being cleaned regularly. The saunas on the other hand
were a great success — used constantly by those who liked them.

Team supporters who were sent to a neorby comping site
found it void of the basic necessities and quickly returned to the
village to set up home between the containers and the trees while
everyone was plogued by the mosquitoes. An effort by the
officials to throw them out again had little success - one team
manager saying to them: "l can't believe you wish to kick them
out of your paradise!”

The hangor, with its handsome laminated wooden roofing
beoms, served os briefing room with caofeteria and ber
portitioned off ot the other end. Apart from the "arrival’” day
when long queves and delays nearly swamped the kitchen staff,
the service as a whole was good and the menus reasonably
varied. Packed lunches, however, were less of a success,
especially for pilots who found it difficult to take food with them.
The one thing nearly everyone objected to was that one could
have coffee or a sweet after a meal, but not both unless one
paid exiral The bar, also intended as the meeting place, was a bit
of o disaster as it was very cold ond the prices for drinks



astronomical, the result being that there was really nowhere
where one could relax, or afford to relax, in comfort.

The contest offices were all grouped together between the
aifield and the village; staffed by a nice bunch of people who
were always willing to assist whatever the time of day. The
camp’s bulletin Groundloop, edited by the ever helpful, untiring
Jyri Raivo in charge of info ond Press, was first class. He also
kept everyone happy with his unfailing sense of humour. There
were also TV monitors, used to good effect, giving the top ten
daily places with constant updating, while finishes were still in
progress - the provisional computer results following soon after.
Telex and telephone, likewise, were great assels.

At the for end of the airfield was the tie-down area and trailer
park which could be reached by driving round the airfield
except, of course, for towing out to the grid. The system used for
gerofowing and the towing itself went without a hitch as one
might say (no pun intended) and was praised by all. The actual
process of weighing the gliders (for the first time in
championships] wos done competently and quickly, Five gliders in
each Closs, drawn by lots, plus two selected by the stewards,
. were checked on the grid shortly before take-off time.
~ Many countries have now stopped relights after landing out,
for the obvious safety reasons of discouraging driving back at
breckneck speeds and over hasty rigging. It waos, therefore, not
too well received by the team managers to learn that here
relights were to be permitted, ond on o straw vote, a large
majority of manogers indicated, they hoped CIVV would change
this rule before the next World Championships.

The organisers arranged a compromise which, however, led to
other complications. It was a bit of a nonsense for launching to
be closed while the start line waos still open! There were ot least
two occasions when a pilot was prevented from a second flight
becouse of this.

The startline confirmation board, a la Waikerie was,
unfortunately, not the same success. Long delays and frequent
erors, especially in difficult weather, together with the fumbles
on the actual crossings, mostly initiated by the pilots themselves,
made it difficult for crews to confirm a good start to their own
impatiently waiting pilofs.

The many meteorologists who accompanied teams this time
were in for o bit of a shock when they were told that no Met
office facilities would be available after first launch of the day.
The explanation was that there were not sufficient staff available
to man the office, also that it would be unfair to those teams who
had not brought their own Met man. In fact they did not want
any info not available to others, but the opportunity to lock at
incoming data, which could be hung on a board outside the
office. The visiing Met men, however, soon got used to this
sifuation and the German and Swiss teams set up their own
ground station in the camp, while others used their ingenuity and

WINTER BAROGRAPHS
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Lasham Aurfield, Alton, Hampshire
Telephone Heriard 359 or 0256-83 359

made wind mirrors and the like. As @ concession, agreed later,
the general synopsis was given at 8.45 p.m. in the briefing room
during the contest. They felt, however, that future organisers
should try to have incoming data available for inspection
throughout the day for everyone who wanted it, although
according to Wally Wallington the Met available was adequate
to do detailed work for pilots.

Interpretation of the Rules (difficult ot the best of fimes,
especially when not written in one's mother tongue) was in my
view probably the weakest pari of the set-up. And, although
team managers’ meetings are not required to be held except
when they act in their capacity of International Jury, it might

‘have led to better understanding if some meetings had been

arranged in the practice week fo discuss or clarify some of the
more contentious points raised.

Instead, the stewards, who were much in evidence this time,
tried to do what they could, but their difficulties were not
lessened by the fact that they had not been given the CIVV
approved Rules of the beginning! Until things setiled down some
heated discussions were lo be seen going on here and there.

Waiting at the finish line. Roger Borrett.

The main bone of contention seemed to be the AUW of the
gliders. The checking was carried out by the Finnish National
Board of Aviation, and left several team managers and pilots
unhoppy when they found out that unless they could produce the
correct bits of paper for any meodifications incorporated, the
original manufacturer's C of A weights had to be adhered to.
Consequently, Woalter Neubert, Germany, and Bert Zegels,
Belgium, both having identical modified ASW-17s, but one with
paperwork, the other withoul, could fly at different AUW,

The French team manager, World Champion 1965, Frangois
Henry, was very upset at not being told by the manufacturer in
advance that the LS-1Fs flown by his pilots had a different AUW
than the LS-1F (45) lown by Reichmann, Germany, and Stouffs of
Belgium. The latter two had been modified, at the pilots' request,
after the French had token delivery of what they thought was the
latest model, not being aware that this mod was available.

It is to be hoped that something can be done about this type of
situation before the next World Championships as otherwise,
rightly or wrongly, the people involved with these matters will be
accused of unfairness and unsporting behaviour which would
bring our sport quickly into disrepute and make a farce of world
competition.

One possible solution discussed at Réyskala was not to allow
any structural modifications to be incorporated on a production
model later than, say, three to six months before the start of a
World Championship. It would also give manufacturers time to
notify their clients of the latest mods available on their machines,
so that, if wanted, the necessary tests and papérwork could be
opproved in time for the competition.
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A SECOND VISIT TO FINLAND

GEORGE LEE looks back on those days in Rdyskéala which culminated in Britain again having

a World Champion

Everything felt reassuringly familiar as Jock Wishart,
Albert Johnson and I arrived at Réyskild ready to do
battle in the 15th World Gliding Championships. Albert
had crewed for me in 1975 when, in comﬁany with
Bernard Fitchett, 1 was flying hors concours in the Finnish
Nationals. The mmﬂelilion pressures were relatively low
on that occasion as there were only six of us battling it out
in the Open Class, but it was a good opportunity to gain
first-hand experience of the weather conditions and the
roblems of navigating over some of the thousand lakes.
¢ only drawback was that the conditions during the
World ghampionships were very different to those that
we experienced last year!

Following the 1975 competitions Bernard and I made
out a list of suggested improvements that could be made
at the site with the World Championships in mind, and in
fact we found a number of our points had been actioned.
The Finns had undoubtedly carried out a great deal of
work in preparation for the Championships, a prime
example being that dust was a major problem in 1975,
whereas this year we found the airfield had sprouted two
long asphalt runways and associated taxiways.

“. .. felt as ready as |
would ever be."”

The weather proved to be one of the most interesting
aspects of the Championships (as always!), and although
Robin King did a superb job as the Chief Met Man, I was
very glad to have Tom Bradbury along to give a second
opinion and to pass updated information on the
morning’s progress before launching. Conditions during
the practice reriod were in fact very good and by the end
of the week I felt as ready as I would ever be for the start
of my first World Championships.

Of course, once the competition started the weather
became untypical and a series of upper and lower low
pressure systems combined to yield only two contest days
from. the first eight days of the Championships.
Fortunately, the weather did improve and we ended u
with seven contest days in the Open Class, three of whic
were proper racing days. We really did experience the full
spectrum of weather, ranging from the strong
straightforward thermals of the 526km day through
wave-affected conditions and blue days to the
unbelievable struggle on the last day.

The organisation must have felt that they were in a
difficult predicament on that last day; conditions were
obviously marginal but both Classes were somewhat short
on days and they probably felt there would have been a
mutiny if they scrubbed the day. I didn't exactly feel
over-confident flying on such a day with only an 85 point
lead, but Ingo Renner must have felt the tension even
more with his 8 point advantage!

Conditions were very difficult with a cloudbase of just
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over 2000ft and visibility at around 5kms. Bernard and I
worked out detailed pairs’ tactics for the day and I would
like to pay tribute to the totally unselfish manner in which
Bernard offered his full co-operation, to the extent of
jeopardising his third position if necessary. In the event
things didn’t work out the way we had planned as
Bernard had to go in for a relight and I only just got away
from circuit height.

“‘groped my way up the ,
it 180 .. .o

The afternoon was wearing on by this stage and the
startline had been open for some time, so I crossed the
line for the last time in the Championships and groped
my way up the first leg through the murk. Word from Al
Farmer in the strategically positioned Team Manager’s
car suggested that conditions were considerably better
over the last quarter of the first leg and the first half of the
second leg, but I experienced some difficulty in believing
him as the murk seemed to be never ending where I was.

However, the curtain suddenly lifted and I entered a
Disneyland scene of clearly defined cumulus, moderate
lift and good visibility. These relatively idyllic conditions
lasted until the second turning point where it was finally a
case of falling to earth in company with many other
gliders about 40km from Rayskala.

It was a nerve-wracking drive back to the airfield as I
didn’t know how my nearest rival, Ziobro, had fared, but
Roger 'seemed to be in no doubt when I got back - even
the Polish Team Manager had congratulated him! Of
course I had the greatest faith in our Team Manager’s
judgment but I couldn’t quite relax until some two hours
later when confirmation of the photographs came
through. The celebrations really started then and I can’t
remember too much of the parties that followed, except
that 'm fairly sure that Roger and I were driven across
the airfield to our respective beds by Peter King in his
Dormobile with the sun shining and the birds singing!

In summary, I found flying at World Championship level
to be a tremendously challenging and enjoyable
experience - one that I certainly wouldn’t mind
repeating! I learnt a great deal from flying against s0 many
top pilots, but the strongest impression that I took away
with me was the feeling of friendliness that prevailed
throughout. I was also very conscious of the enormous
amount of assistance, financial and otherwise, that had
been contributed by so many people in order that a full
team could be sent to Finland.

Last, and by no means least, it helped having the best
crew in the business! Jock and Albert did a superb job
and their tolerance and good humour helped enormously
when the pressure was on - who would have thought it
possible to achieve a relight with an ASW-17, getting it
rigged and airborne in 16 minutes?



On contest day 3 BERNARD FITCHETT flew 408km in a
Cat's Cradle, 100km more than the runner up. Here, in @

typically modest way, he describes his tactics on this flight
which took him eight hours to complete.

A MEMORABLE
FLIGHT

Because of the greater scope for decision inherent in the
area distance task (alias, Cat’s Cradle), it can normally be
relied upon to provide good entertainment and significant
points advantage for those who correctly assess the weather
and have their fair share of luck.

The usual tactics are to fly as far as possible in the area of
best conditions, aiming to arrive at one of the upwind
turning points in the late afternoon and then drift down-
wind in the weak evening thermals, landing somewhere in
the downwind corner.

On that Tuesday morning, as a depression was moving
away eastwards, bringing a strong north-westerly wind, it
seemed best to try for TPIS via TP14 and then drift to
TPIL

Clearly, a few others had the same idea. A small gaggle
struck out into wind just after midday but was soon split up
when our path was blocked by a likely cu nim which
subsequently swept over Riyskiala and disrupted the
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Standard Class launching. A quick rethink resulted in a
diversion to the north, where the weather was now looking
better than expected, but not without a successful little
nibble at the edge of the storm to cloudbase at 3500ft.

A sweaty few minutes at 6001t shortly afterwards showed
that the day was going to be anything but straightforward
and the wind streaks on the large grey lake below seemed to
be hinting that it was better to head for TP11 forthwith and
make kilometres while the sun was shining.

But the air was becoming buoyant again; 4kt and the
appearance overhead of Goran Ax pointing his ASW-17
resolutely northwards convinced me that TP10 was the first
objective. After a few miles, we parted and from then on I
was alone.

TP10 at 15.15. The weather looks quite reasonable
towards TP15 and pretty sour to the south-east. With luck
we should be at TP15 before 18.00hrs. With the formation
of fairly deep cloudstreets the gaps became quite large and
three times on this leg we were down to around 1000ft.

The TP came into sight, but the street sitting over it was
conspiring to rain me out if I dared venture too close. Only
five miles away and it seemed that [ would have to abandon
the turning point. Weak lift, however, resulting from a
diversion past the turning point gave renewed hope and we
dived between the showers to take the TP at 17.30 and
1500ft, surprisingly without meeting any heavy sink. In
fact, we were soon rocketing elatedly back to a 4000ft
cloudbase at 6-8kt, almost completely surrounded by rain!

The street, possibly assisted by a sea breeze effect, curved
around the coast to the north-west and reached out for
Réyskiild to the south-east; so we slalomed along at up to
120kt between the showers towards Riyskild and were
halfway back in next to no time.

I was advised that conditions near base were pretty poor,
however, making it an unattractive proposition. Con-
sequently, we switched to a parallel street 15 miles to the
east and then another 15 miles beyond that, contacting
weak lift at 900ft. Moving to the edge of a shower speeded
things up a little and at 19:25 we reached cloudbase for the
last time. TP11 was in the bag and we stretched the glide a
few more miles back, landing at 19:55.

At 3.2kms per point, I didn’t get a significant points
advantage, but the flight certainly ranks as one of my most
memorable and satisfying.
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A FINNISH TO REMEMBER

ROGER BARRETT

Hos successus alit: possunt, quia posse videntur*

VIRGIL: Aeneid V,231(!)

I’s unusual for a British team manager to wake up on the
last contest day of a World Championships and realise
that if there was no more flying Britain would have three

out of the top six on the podium - including a World:

Champion. But it happened on Saturday, June 26:
George Lee was leading the Open Class (4016pts), Bernie
Fitchett was third, only 12Ipts behind, and George
Burton was lying third in the Standard Class 132pts
behind No. 1, Ingo Renner of Australia.

Six daily prizes for Britain

Out of the 11 daily prizes so far, six had been taken by
British pilots. It seemed the successes we had early on
served to spur on everyone to surpass themselves.

Apart from George Lee’s consistent top-class flying,
Bernard had been performing with his usual flair: his cat’s
cradle win on day 3 had not just been luck, good
Jjudgment had taken him 100kms further than Géran Ax
with the rest of the world trailing behind.

George Burton had been flying like a demon too. This
was a different George from the one we remembered in
Australia. What he had lost in avoirdupois this year he
had more than gained in an aggressive will-to-win that
sometimes took its toll on other team members - but that
was soon forgotten when he made what most pilots
regarded as the best flight of the whole Championships: his
win by an incredible 12km/h over Ingo Renner on a quite
straightforward 300km race day. If George knows why he
did so well that day, and if he is able to repeat it, without
any doubt he will be a strong contender for the top slot
next time round.

Obviously reluctant to be flying a Standard ship, Ralph
Jones - a born individualist if ever there was one - had
been feeling his way as part of a team. He had put up a
very creditable performance: 12th out of 46 in his first
World Champs.

A pall of gloom descended

If you had asked Bob Muller, the Oz manager, and me
to describe the worst possible scenario we could imagine
for the last day of a World Champs when our pilots were
in the lead, I suppose we would have agreed on flukey
weather and tasks set in a way that pure chance might
well determine whether or not our men took home the
gold. A pall of gloom descended over the British table at
the task briefing on that final Saturday morning because
that was precisely the situation we faced: thunderstorms
were forecast, there was a low cloudbase and the visibility
varied between the unsafe to the merely appalling. If
there had to be tasks the conditions cried out for the
alternative TP out-and-return, but as CIVV for some
unaccountable reason has not yet got around to including
this as a possible option, we were stuck with tasks that

*Success nourished them; they seemed 1o be able, and so they were able.
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would almost certainly turn into real lotteries: a 234km
triangle for the Open with an out-and-return to the Ist TP
for the Standard. However hard I tried, a feeling of black
despair stayed - the World Championship was about to
be taken fromus. . .
An unselfish decision

This year, for the first time, the BGA had given the
team manager specific authority, if the circumstances
warranted it, to instruct any of our team to fly in a way that
might be contrary to an individual’s interests if there was
a ciance that he could help another British pilot become
World Champion. This was something I had thought
about a lot and had talked over with the team from the
time we had our short-list of eight in 1974. It would be a
complete break with tradition and I was not at all sure -
how far I had really convinced the four strong characters
who made up this year’s team that if the crunch came
they would accept it was both necessary and practicable.

I had decided that as Bernard was only 121pts behind
George Lee, it would have been quite unreasonable to ask
him to fly in any way except to go out to win himself.

[ ! N
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Co-operation for both their sakes was, however, obviously
desirable, so the three of us went into a huddle to work
out the best tactics. But before I could say a word Bernard
told George that the important thing now was for him to
keep the lead - Bernard would do anything to help that
George or I wanted. It could not have been an easy
matter, with one task still to go, for Bernard to accept, in
effect, that the top prize was not after all going to be his.
Certainly it was an unselfish decision that I suspect not
many pilots at Réyskidldi would have made in similar
circumstances.

Ralph Jones, though not within striking distance of the
lead in the Standard Class, also very generously made
exactly the same offer to help George Burton. My gloom
lifted slightly and we hatched a plot that all the crews
should go out on track to relay, via the team frequency,
the vital weather information. The two Georges would
give a code message about ten minutes before they
anticipated starting and this would be the signal for
Bernard and Ralph to cross the startline and find the first
thermal so they could direct their fellow-Brits to it. Then
they would press ahead, hopefully getting useful news of
gaﬂes-and workable lift from the crews, and continue to
pathfind for as long as was necessary. That was the plan
and I was satisfied that the total co-operation I had got
from everyone in the team was a very definite “plus” that
some of George Lee’s rivals did not have.

Fitchett's disaster day
_ In the event the weather deteriorated and Bernard was
forced to land back on the airfield for a second try.

George decided he could not afford to wait any longer
and set off with only the crews’ radio messages to give him
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any encouragement. And there wasn't very much of that
from anyone except Al Farmer who was out on the
second leg and reporting greatly improved viz and what
looked like half-way to decent lift. That improvement was
to be short lived and the final leg turned out to be as bad
as the first.

Back at Rayskild and out of radio contact however, |
had no news except that by late afternoon plenty of pilots
had landed out including Ralph and George Burton. It
was looking very like a no-contest day for the Standard
Class but there were still no reports from a lot of good
Open pilots - including George Lee. By this time
Bemar(f had missed what laughingly might be called the
best of the day; on his third and final launch he managed
to glide out some 50km. It had turned into a disaster day
for Fitchett and it was apparent Britain would not after all
have two out of the top three in the Open Class.

After 20 years we had done it

The next few hours were the most depressing ones I can
ever remember. Thunder and sheets of rain over Rayskild
and, as all our crews were still out on the road, no news of
George. The pair-flying Poles, Ziobro and Muszczynski,
were our greatest threat and there was no news of them
either. With a lead of just 85pts over Ziobro, George Lee
was flying now with no one in the air to help him - if luck
comes into winning a World Championships this was the
time we were going to need at least our fair share. When
the rain stopped I went for a bike ride through the
dripping forest to try to ease the tension.

Eventually the pins that mattered were stuck in the
map: Klaus Holighaus and the two Poles had done well
- 37km out from base. They were near the front of a
heap of about 20 pins all within 10km of each other -
and in amongst them but towards the back end there at
last was “26”, Lee. The day was going to be devalued -
but by how much? The number of points per km was
critical with Ziobro 7km ahead of Lee and that bare 85pts
separating them. In the crush around the map everyone
was trying to work out if Lee had done well enough to
win. There were still some pins outstanding, notably Dick
Butler - the US team’s front runner, and in the
excitement my mental arithmetic was proving inadequate.
I grabbed Tom Page who was reporting the Champs for
Soaring; he had a slide-rule and looked dispassionate.
After a few - very long - minutes of thinking and
sliding he announced he was satisfied no one could
overtake Lee. A few moments later the Polish team
manager shook my hand and that clinched it - after 20
years of trying we really had done it.
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The following morning someone told me they felt
certain they had woken up at 3.00am to hear a rendering
of Rule Britannia coming out of the forest some distance
away. I have a strong suspicion they may have been right.
Alook ahead
~ Each time in the past when we failed to bring back a
World Champion there was a temptation to believe we
had done nothing right and that we ought to re-think
everything from pilot selection through choice of gliders
10 team tactics. It would be just as illogical now to say we
did everything perfectly this time.

My own view is that we were right to select a short-list
of eight from whom the final team was chosen. With the
Sports Council’s help - but at no small expense to

lemselves - the eight entered all the top competitions

- they could, both in the UK and abroad: the pressure to
Win against top-class opposition was maintained from
early on. I guess we ought to look again at the system we
use to determine choice of glider. With the amount of
‘money that now has to be invested in sending a team to a
world event we just cannot afford the possibility of a pilot
jdloo&ng a glider that is not competitive. In future the
‘opinions of others besides the pilots should be taken into
‘ccount when deciding what ships give us the best chance
g‘\mnmg. We have undoubtedly learnt something about
he importance of psychological factors in winning but
this whole aspect ochornpeution gliding will, I am sure,
"mya lot more study in the future. I hope that our pilots

vho did so well this time will think about this and will be
prepared to spread the word about what they have

My successor as team manager will be out to make it a
double for Britain next time. Undoubtedly it is possible.
We know now that some of our pilots rank with the best
in the world. Anyone who beats them in British Comps
over the next couple of years ought to be given the
opportunity to fly abroad and if he proves himself should
be voted on to the team. There is now substantial
evidence that a proven young pilot with the right mental
Wch stands just as good a chance as the wise old

rd. Catching pilots as they reach their competitive peak
= and that has nothing to do with age - ought to be our

aim.

__Mm LR

So many individuals and organisations helped this
year's British team I am reluctant to start naming names
because there is not space to include them all. Everyone
‘who went to Finland from Britain would, however, like to
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thank our major sponsor, Saab: they not only lent us five
Combi Coupes for two months but also contributed to our
funds. The cars were a delight to drive and especially so
on the Finnish dirt roads; after some 25 000 miles we only
experienced one minor snag — a temporary fuel blockage
on one car. Our considerable thanks also go to: our
Patron, Prince Philip, for inviting the team to Buckingham
Palace and for his keen interest in what we were setting
out to do; the Sports Council for their financial help
towards our training costs as well as travel costs to
Finland; Justerini and Brooks for enabling the rest of the
world to appreciate their exceedingly popular brew - J &
B Rare Scotch Whisky; the British Society of Sports
Psychology; the British Embassy in Helsinki for boosting
our morale during those tedious non-flying days; Pye,
Colin Dews, Terry McMullin and John Williamson for
help with communications; Jasper Partington for
designing our team “logo”; Mike Bielkiewicz for
providing us with lots of those elegant glider lapel badges.
And, of course, we thank all those British gliding clubs
and gliding people who contributed so generously to our
team funds - without your support it could never have
happened.

On a personal note I owe special thanks to: Mike Bird,
who analysed previous World Champs results in great
detail and who showed me what, in theory, we had to do
to win (his predictions were spot on!) and to George
Moffat who, in Winning on the Wind convinced me a
British pilot could win!

If I may also dare to mention some of our team: Tom
“the Met” Bradbury provided the forecast service we
needed for our pilots in spite of considerable difficulties
put in his way by the organisation; Deirdre Reeves helped
in lots of ways besides crewing for Bernie; Al Farmer,
deputy team manager, took on an extra load without a
murmur and without him the team manager would have
ceased to function early in the proceedings; Jock Wishart
- without whom no British team would be the same -
and finally George Lee who made a dream a lot of us had
into a reality. George and his crew (Jock and Albert
Johnson) were totally professional in all they did and set a
standard of expertise and behaviour that impressed
everyone. George was a very popular winner with all the
teams and I cannot do better than end by quoting the
Réyskéld Daily Bulletin: “George is a gentleman of the
finest British tradition . . .” And so say all of us.

British Team at Riiyskiild

George Burton. Crew: Con. Greaves, Peter King.

Bernard Fitchett, Crew: Mike Cowburn, Deirdre Reeves.
Ralph Jones. Crew: Peter Jones, John Thorne.

George Lee. Crew: Jock Wishart, Albert Johnson.

Base team: Roger Barrett (Manager), Al Farmer (Deputy
Manager and Treasurer), Tom Bradbury (Met forecaster),
Rika Harwood and Jane Jones,

* *

*
STOP PRESS!

It would be nice if there was a good turn-out of glider
pilots to join in celebrating George Lee’s victory in
London on November 26 when he will be presented with
his FAI gold medal by HRH Prince Charles on the
occasion of the Royal Aero Club’s 75th anniversary. For
tickets for the reception, apply to H. J. Morgan, The
Steering Wheel Club, Curzon St, London, W.1.  R.Q.B.
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BIGGER AND BETTER...

In an atmosPhcrc of gathering crisis
over Britain's drought in the driest
summer since 1727, which could
have a disastrous effect on our
already shaky economy, at least
Britain’s glider pilots are making hay
while the sun shines!

Bigger and better flights are almost
becoming commonplace and are
planned and carried out all over the
country.

Only in the last issue Philip Wills
thought that cross-Channel flights
from North Hill in Devon (home of
the Enterprise competitions) were a
distinct possibility. To prove the
point his son Justin took off from
there in his Std Libelle on August 1
to fly to Trier in Germany, the same
day two other gliders made the
Channel crossing. See p194.

Between 1939 and 1961 celeven
cross-Channel flights were made in
gliders which, after 1961, became
almost impossible because of
airspace restrictions. Now that gliders
can be cleared by radio, and prior
permission can be obtained, the first
1000km from Britain could well lay
across this route for those who enjoy
and can afford straight distance flying.

For, less costly, closed-circuit flying,
July 22 was the day, when Chris
Garton (Kestrel 19) flew 801km from
Lasham to Durham Cathedral and
back to break the out and return

record broken by Alan Purnell on the
same day and by Hugh Hilditch on
July 17. (See pl97). Three Std
Libelles from Booker (see p200)
declared and completed 600km
triangles on the same day.

Tom Docherty held the distance
record for one day when, on July 31,
he flew from Portmoak in Scotland to
Ford airfield on the south coast,
633km away.

The flights are too:numerous to
mention but the BGA office is
inundated with claims for records
and certificates of all sorts, one of the
most interesting ones being the A
and B certificate issued to HRH
Prince Andrew who flew solo in a T-21
on July 9.

UK RECORDS AWAITING
APPROVAL

600km triangle single-seaters; C.
Garton, Kestrel 19, 89.05km/h on
10.6,76. 500km triangle restricted; C.
Rollings, K-6E 77.4km/h on 20.4,76.
300km goal single-seaters; A. H.
Warminger, Kestrel 19, 133.38km/h
on 24.4.76. 300km goal, restricted: J.
Wills, Std Libelle, 131.78km/h on
24.4.76. Two-seater Motor Glider
records: 100km triangle, P. Ross and
H. Daniels, 36.04km/h, SF-28A on
27.6.76. 100km goal, P. Ross and
Caroline Young, ?km/h, SF-28A on
17.7.76. 200km goal, P. Ross and P.
Fletcher, 66km/h, SF-28A on 18.7.76.

FATAL ACCIDENTS

It started with the IS-29 and a spin-in
during an approach to a field; next
was a K-6 in the same situation. The
Vasama could have been because the
rudder pedals were out of reach of
the pilot (due perhaps to operating
the rudder pedal adjustment which
was very close to the cable release).

A fatal/serious injury in a two-seater
after a launch failure and a 180 deg.
turn and finally (or is it?) a solo
glider recovering from an incipient
spin in one direction to spin-in in the
other; the pilot survived with broken
ankles and extensive bruising.

One thing is clearly evident - the
majority of spinning accidents are
fatal or involve serious injury. In
1974 we had four such accidents and
two last year. 1 suppose it was
inevitable that the record couldn’t be
maintained. There is one common
factor - flying too slowly and
manoeuvring near the 1gmund. The
height lost in a turn of a spin and
the nose-down attitude (as much as 80
deg.) make such accidents rarely
survivable.

When will pilots learn that when
flying too low and too slow they are
only two or three seconds at most
from death? Bill Scull

Senior National Coach

There were three fatal accidents during July, Brion
Humphreys of the Woodspring Club (K-8E) L1-Col
John Charteris of Dumfries (Vasoma) ond Michae!
Neale, o pupil, whe wos killed in a Blanik from
Sutton.Bank. The instructor, John Paignott, sustoined
leg injuries.

WE HAVE COME OF AGE

Twenty-one years ago S&G evolved
from Gliding, which started in 1950,
and among the first to send their
good wishes was Chris Simpson,
immediate past Chairman of the
BGA. We thank him for his kind
message which reads:

“l am delighted to congratulate
S&G on its twenty-first birthday.
Long may the best gliding magazine
in the world flourish.”

NATIONAL LADDERS' SCORES ROCKET

July’s weather, with several 500km plus type
days, has resulted in a veritable explosion of
scores on the National Ladders. This year's

LOMOND COUNTRY INN

KINNESWOOD

1 Mile from Scottish Gliding Union, Portmoak

Recently built bedrooms, complete with shower, toilet, TV, radio, etc. at very reasonable
prices and a first-class a la carte menu available every evening. Last orders 9.30pm.

Telephone: SCOTLANDWELL (059 284) 253 or 371
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handicapping also accounts for some high
scores by relatively low-performance gliders,
which is encouraging for those without

glass-fibre wings.

Privite Ladder
Leading palot Club Pis Flis
1 L.E. Beer Thames Valley 9208 4
TR Alrways 8141 4
3.C.C Rollings Alrways 8017 4
4 A.D. Purnell Surrey & Hants 6479 4
Qlub Ladder
Leading plot Club Pis Flis
1 C.C Rollings Airways 8247 4
2 C Thomas Coventry 5806 4
3 C Lovell Surrey & Hants 3701 4
4 ). Thompsan Coventry 32 3

_ JUST NOT ROOM

Due to heavy demands on space, we
regret that Your Letters and a
number of the gliding certificates
have been held over to the December
issue.

OBITUARY

JOHN FURLONG
With deep regret we have to
announce the death on August 11 of

John Furlong, MBE, DFC, who gave
- outstanding service to British gliding,
especially as Chairman of the BGA
m mittee from 1953 to 1966.
His tenure of office as President of
the London Gliding Club included a

period of financial stress which his
business as a transport contractor in
Woolwich helped him to relieve.

John’s flying career started in his
late "teens when, in 1916, he joined
the flying school at Hendon at his own
expense and then, after some persis-
tence, got himself accepted into the
Royal Flying Corps (later RAF). At
the end of that war he accompanied
a British expedition sent to
Archangel to harry.the Bolsheviks;
his job was to bomb an armoured
train which repeatedly tried to
approach along a railway track
leading to the British lines.

John joined the London Gliding
Club in 1934, getting his A and B
Certificates (No. 380) that year, his C
in 1935, and Silver C in 1937 (No. 25
in the British list and No. 568 Inter-
national), his distance flight being 43
miles from Dunstable to Chelmsford,
ending by knocking 12in off the top
of a road sign on his approach to an
awkward field.

His most spectacular flight was at
the opening meeting of the Derby-
shire & Lancashire Club at Easter,
1936. He was soaring over Mam Tor
when an approaching snowstorm
blotted out the valley below; he tried
to land on top but overshot into the

snow, and thereafter had to keep
close to the barely visible slope till
the storm cleared off. This was in the
Cambridge II, which he shared with
R.S. Rattray.

During the last war John Furlong
worked hard for the Air Training
Corps when it started gliding; he rose
to a high place in the organisation
and was in charge of the gliding
school at Kidbrooke, near Woolwich,
in a large field almost surrounded
by built-up areas and barrage-balloon
cables.

During John’s Chairmanship of
the Flying Committee he was the
main architect of the Rating List
when, after nearly 30 years, there was
no longer room in the Nationals for
all who wanted to fly. He was
Chairman from 1953 to 1966,

His name is incorporated, and will
live on, in that of the famoug Ottfur
back-release, which he designed in
conjunction with the late proprietor
of Ottley Motors, Wood Green, who
built and repaired gliders. This
device, which releases the launch
cable as soon as it exercises a
backward pull, must have saved
launching accidents and even some
lives.

John had a great many very good

GLIDING CERTIFICATE
HOLDERS
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Protect your gliding certificate with one of our
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{ ;'
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SUPER SOARING BOOKS

&

SOARAMERICA.
At last! From all over the U.S., the best from SOARING
over the years: great record/badge flights.from the finest
sites (plus some ‘fun’ failures) — winning world records
from Texas (Scott/Greene), savoring Oregon's spectacular
Steens, conquering Mt. Whitney, enjoying Colorado's
‘Black Forest’, beachcombing Torrey Pines, riding Ha-
waii's waves and Appalachian ridges, getting shot down on
a Florida sports field, beating Louisiana swampland, soar-
ing the ‘heartland’, the magnificent Mojave, the East
Coast, Northern California, Arizona, the Columbia basin.
All from some of soaring’s best known names! |llustrated
with maps, three-views, photographs. — 20 chapters,
240 pages.

SOARSIERRA.

For every serious pilot, here is the definitive word from
the experts on the Sierra Nevada — the world’s finest
soaring territory, Carl Herold on ship/equipment prepara-
tion and pilotage; weather by noted Sierra meteorologist
Doug Armstrong; route/site selection from 20-year Sierra
veteran Dick Cook; detailed flight physiology and survival
data for pilot and crew. Plus great Sierra soaring stories.
Illustrated with spectacular mountain photography,
detailed weather charts, even a satellite photo of waves
from Reno to Colorado! — 10 chapters, 180 pages.

WINNING On the Wind — Moffat

In this World Championship year, this is the soaring
book that stands the test of time. '‘Must’ reading for every
pilot. Who says so? ‘‘No better single book on the mar-
ket (Herold); “This is THE book on competitive soaring"’
(Piggott). Over 4,000 sold in 32 countries.

£2.50
poperback

ADVANCED SOARING

The world’s experts give you their personal instruction,
on all the tough problems from first solo to triple dia-
monds. Lavishly illustrated with cockpit layouts, three
views, annotated sectionals and maps, weather charts,
polars, barograph traces. 10,000 in print!

Check items desired:

SOARAMERICA: [[] poperback (£3.00)
SOARSIERRA: [] paoperbock (£2.50)
ADVANCED SOARING: [] poperback (£2.50)
WINNING On The Wind: [ ] paperback (£2.50)
Set of Lithos (£5.00) ]

Total

Name
Address

Please add 25p postage/pocking per item. Sorry, no C.O.D.
Safisfoction guaranteed or your money bock.

The Scaring Press

British Gliding Association

Kimberley House

Vaughan Way, Leicester

117 % 15"
£5.00
Set of 14 Lithos

GOING, GOING ...

Three-views sold out. But if you hurry, you can still
get our set of 14 sensational lithos — the super shots of
the great ships from 1-26 to AS-W12.




friends, including foreign ones such
a5 Jos'e Ortner of Argentina, and
Bira of Siam, the racing
ist, whom he introduced to
g. He nmarried Frances
ghton, BGA Secretary, soon after
relinquished that post, and it
d out happily: both had been
ed before. It is to be hoped that
ances will continue her most useful
k as Secretary of the Vintage
er Club and keep the family
piation with gliding.

AES.

AN APPRECIATION
BY PHILIP WILLS

hily or wrongly, we often judge
ple by their looks. John’s face,
rous, kind, commonsensical and
2y, expressed his character to the
‘He was a man to whom every-
istinctively turned as an arbiter,
ng his judgment would be fair.
reminded me recently of some-
g I had quite forgotten: that I
the “instructor” who had
. him off the top of Dunstable
ps in a Primary for his A
ificate flight. This must have been
und 1934, He told me that my
efing was: “Do remember that this
: _-d'esi;ned to fly, and you are
- So don’t get excited and shove
around too violently, and it
you to the bottom in one
I don't think Derek Piggott
approve today, but John got
all nght.
e best stroke of luck that ever
| John (because who you marry
s a stroke of luck) was his
arriage in 1966 to Frances. Frances
ghton had been our very efficient
Secretary for the previous five
ars, and was very much younger
John. But from the very begin-
these two people grew together
50 that it was a joy to meet
‘and bask in the almost sensible
of their mutual affection.
h stalked John steadily for the
years of his life, and both {IC
Frances regarded it unflinchingly.
weeks before he died Frangces
and asked Kitty and me to
- and see him. We {new it would
the last time. He was in bed in
tiful room in the beautiful
 which they had built on the
¢ looking out over the weald of
. We talked easily and ordinar-
nd without strain for an hour: it
Lgood and right that we
‘be toget

her, an affirmation

of our lifelong friendship and esteem.

What John has done for gliding is
recorded elsewhere. Here I only want
to add that he was a fine and good
man, that to have been his friend is a
matter of pride, and that the world is
a better place for his having lived in
it.

GLIDING CERTIFICATES
ALL THREE DIAMONDS
MNo. Nome Club 1976
64 T, Pentelow Bristol & Glos 2.7
65 T.P. Docherty SGU 3z
68 A, T. Kenwarthy Yorkshire 227
47 C. R Hurst n Australia 41275
DIAMOND DISTANCE
Na. Nome Club 1976
/113 A ). Wation Lashom 29.4
1/114 R. W. Smithers RAE (in Austria) 22,6
1/115 T. Pentelow Bristol & Glos 22.7
171186 L Forsey Landan 10.7
17117 R. Q. Bonreht Londan 11.7
1/118 T. P. Docherty SGU a7
17119 H. A Torode Cronfiald 22.7
1/120 R. D. Willett Buckminster 22.7
17121 AT, Keaworthy Yorkshire 22.7
1/122 C. R Hurst in Australia 412,75
1/123 D. J. Freeman Thames Valley 22.7
1/124 K. ). Codman Coventry 257
DIAMOND GOAL
Mo, Mame Chub 1978
2/685 A Jury Anglia 28.4
2/688 P. L Horis Combridge Univ 28.4
2/487 R. Dovidson Coventry 28.4
2/688 ). D. Hessey § Yorks & Noits 6.4
2/489 W.V, Ogley Surrey & Hants 10.6
2/690 P. Bolton Bicester 7.7
2/691 R. D. Jockson Surrey & Honts 10.7
2/692 D. K. McCorthy Kestrel 10.7
2/693 P. M. Hormer RAE 10.7
2/694 ). G. Allen Bicester 10.7
2/695 P. N. Horborne Alrways 10.7
2/694 D. A Pybus Thomes Vaolley 7.6
2/8697 A R, Hyett Heron 10.7
2/698 C. ). Tipray Airwoys 10.6
2/699 T. Oulds Phoenix 37
2/700 D.B. Powell Surrey & Honts 22.7
2/701 G. Mclean Hombletons 17.7
2/702 M. ) Quinn Hambletons 17.7
2/703 M, B. Jefferyes Essex 24.7
2/704 R.T. Dixon Four Counties 1.7
2/705 LR, Cook Inkpan 10.7
2/706 C.J Bryont Surrey & Hanls 22.7
2/707 |. D. Porker Impariol College 10.6
2/708 R. A Holl Oxford 24.7
2/709 R. E. B. Johnson Swerey & Honts 27.7
2/710 ). W, Tumbull Angia 24.7
/711 1 Melean Four Counfies 3.7
2/712 M. T, Dugmore Swindon 17.6
2/713 M. Clorke Surrey & Hanis 10.7
2/714 P ) Wi Essex & Suffolk 29.7
2/715 R. Bousfield Essex & Suffolk 29.7
DIAMOND HEIGHT

. Mame Club 1974
3/277 P, G. Cook Deeside 12.6
3/278 ). 7. Poter Clevelonds 12,6
3/279 R. B. Wolker Cambridge Univ 27.6
3/280 C Dovison Deeside 27.6
3/281 D, S, Innes Deeside 27.6
37282 M. E Corter Yorkshire 9.6
GOLD C COMPLETE
MNo. MNome Club 1974
534 A Jury 284
535 R. Dovidson Coventry 28.4
5346 ). D. Hessey S Yorkshire &.6
537 G.P, Berry Keatrel 26.6
538 P. J. Charnell Kestrel 284
539 W. V. Ogley Surrey & Honts 10.4
540 P, Bolton Bicester 7.7
541 A B. Creose Imperial College 28.6
542 A D.W. Mortin Inkpen 7.6
543 A E Wothen Thames Volley 7.6
544 C. ), Tiprey Airways 10.6
545 T. Ovuids Phoenix 37
546 G. Mclean Hombletons 17.7
547 M. J. Quinn Hombletons 17.7
548 M. B. Jeferyes Essex 24.7
549 R. T. Dixon Four Counties 1.7
550 I R. Cook Inkpen 10.7
551 1 D. Parker Imperiol College 10.6
552 H. H.T. Walf Dorset 10.4
553 R. A Holl Onxford 24.7
554 R E. B Johnson Surrey & Honts 27.7
555 ). W. Turnbull Anglia 247
556 B Brownlow Bicester 27.6
557 D. ), Freeman Thomes Valley 263
558 R N. Hunt Anglia 22.7
559 M. T. Dugmore Swindon 17.7
580 M. Clorke Surrey & Honhi 10.7
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A Std Libelle on aerotow behind the Super Cruiser during the Western Regionals at Nympsfield. The west ridge

is in the foreground.

Photo: Ray Brown.

Copy and photographs for the December-Januvary issue should be sent to the Editor, $&G, 281
QueenEdith’sWay, Combridge CB1 4NH, telCambridge 47725, to arrive notlater than October
12 and for the February-March 1977 issue to arrive not later than December 2.

August 12, 1976

GILLIAN BRYCE-SMITH

BLACKPOOL & FYLDE

Two club course weeks were well supported
and several pupils went solo. As an amateur
club we depend greatly on the co-operation of
our instructors, of which Bob Pettifer has been
one of the most popular and effective. He is
emigrating to Canada and we give him our
best wishes and our thanks for the leadership
he has given. Fortunately new instructors
appear (Steve Valentine) and grow (Bob
Gordon, Windsor Lewis and Bob Boyd are
under training) so that the treadmill can con-
tinue.

Geofl Guttery has joined the Olympia 28,
and David Brown stepped in to the SD-3
shortly after going solo. We sadly miss
Norman Brooks; we didn’t know that he was
seriously ill, for he was as cheerful as ever. He
trained very rapidly, without letting on that he
had been a wartime fighter pilot, and became
a competent club pilot. When we had a party,
Norman, who ran a busy pub, would get a
special licence, set up the bar and staff it, take
no fee and give the profit'to the club.

The Skylark 3 flew through a tree while try-
ing to find the airfield, but kept on flying until it
reached earth. More damage occurred on the
ground roll, but this was quickly repaired. The
Eon Baby (Grunau) will take longer. It was on
a sponsored flight, with a prize for the best
guess at distance covered. After 48km it was
caught out between two thermals and then
between two fields. A wing tip dug in, the
cartwheel damaging wing and fuselage.
Fortunately both the pilots escaped injury.

K.E.
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BRISTOL & GLOUCESTERSHIRE

Congratulations are due to T. Pentelow (three
Diamonds), R. Sandford (three Diamonds)
and D. Vennard (500km). The weather has
been almost too good, with 300km flown as a
matter of course. Cloudbase has been 8000ft
plus over the site.

The Western Regionals saw  eight
competition days and they were rated the best
ever held at Nympsfield.

BS.

BURTON & DERBY

The exceptional weather has resulted in a
bumper crop of Silver Cs. Messrs Harris and
Torkington cleaned up all three legs in one go
and Messrs Chapman Snr, Burton, Clusky,
Dale, Prince and Delahay completed
remaining legs.

Ken Lawrence (Std Libelle) flew 360km of a

Steve Chapman in the Blanik being congratulated by
Peler Wood, an instructor, after going solo on his
16th birthday.

declared  500km  out-and-return.  Keith
Bowdler has joined the instructors after
altending a course in May and we now have a
syndicate operaling a second K-6CR.

For the second time this year a member has
celebrated his 16th birthday by going solo.
Congratulations 1o Steve Chapman.

PAW,

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY

We seem to be in for yet another year of
record cross-country kilometres. It's impossible
1o list all the meritorious flights from Duxford
and Cambridge, but completing Silver Cs and
landing out appear to have been the most
popular pastimes.

During June, Richard Walker gained
Diamond beight with a climb to 2200011 at
Aboyne, Sea breeze fronts were particularly in
evidence in East Anglia during June and on
the 27th, Chris Chapman, in the club Skylark
3, and Duncan Cummings (Olympia 463),
soared until 21:00hrs. They could have stayed
airborne longer but the fronl was
drifting further inland from Cambridge.

John Scott (Skylark 3) completed a 300km
triangle for Diamond goal on July 24.

S.N.L.

COTSWOLD

Pride of place in our report must go to Tim
MacFadyen, our firsi member to complete a
500km triangle and surely the first in the
country to cover this distance in a K-6Cr?
Flying from Aston Down on Sunday, July 17,
he fell down on his last leg just 30km short. He
tried again three days later and was successful,
being airborne for 93hrs.

Larry Bleaken completed 400km in 4thrs on
July 17, then in late July he managed 100000t
in an open cockpit T-21.

Congratulations also to Chris Swann
(Skylark 4) for a 300km out-and-return and to
CIiff Carter and Dave Breeze for 300km trian-
gles in their Pilatus,

These days Silver legs flown pass almost
unnoticed, but mention must be made of Ruth
Housden who has become our only lady Silver
C. She flew her height and duration one week-
end and the distance the next. Eight Silver Cs
have been completed since the spring.

The club fleet was extended at the beginning
of the season by a K-2 in excellent condition.
Private syndicates include three Pilatus, a
Cirrus and a Std Jantar. There are plans to sell
the club K-6€ and one of the K-7s to buy an
Astir promised for delivery next spring.

An unexpectedly stormy AGM in June
brought about a few commitiee changes and
Alan Roseberry also retired as Chairman to be
replaced by Ken Lloyd. John Holland is the
club's first President.

Following a rather poor spring task week we
are anxiously awaiting the August week
starting on the Bank holiday.

J.D.H.

COVENTRY

What a fortnight . . . The week before the club
task week, several pilots practised and about
six 300km triangles were flown. The task week
started on July 24 with tasks of 250 and 420km
and each of the triangles were completed.

Day 2 was even better with the club Bocian
completing 300km and some of the hot ships




ng 500km triangles. The week proved very
essful, with 23 gliders flying 18000km.
| Elhs (Dart 17r) flew three 300km
gles in a week, because the first two
empts had faulty photographs. Out of 11
300kms, only five had acceptable photos.
C.T.

& LANCASHIRE

notable weekends have included various
tions of hill lift, thermal, wave and
form of evening anabatic breeze. Pilots
) have recently gone solo are Colin Usher,
Wilmot, Morris Clifford, Jim Lynchehaun,
er Cowley, Mike Bullas and Mark Ashion
, since our last report, Peter lbbotson,
k Barlow, Graham Frankland, Bill Severn,
Bradwell and Charles Rogers have
ed their Bronze C. Charles Rogers, Peter
on and Andrew Stocks now have their

awards, presented at the AGM, were as
: Camphill trophy, Mike Armstrong;
e¢ cup and the Mensforth trophy, Ted
ghbour; Eustace Thomas cup, John
yy Meads' trophy, John Humpherson;
an's prize, Andrew Stocks with
lidge, who gained a Bronze C before his
birthday, successfully claiming a
d award,
recently, John Humpherson and Andy
e flew 300km triangles and John Shipley
to Gold height, all completing their

the social side, the sheep roast and
~was excellent and well attended.
courses continue and with resident
rs provide excellent tuition for begin-
nd give extended club flying to solo pilots
h the summer.

e have two new aircraft al the club, a
from Germany and a Jantar.

G.D.R.

R & DISTRICT

What a summer season! The achieve-
the club are too numerous and varied
individually.

stari of events began with a joint open
the public, given by the Aero Club and
. This was very successful in promot-
sport and brought us an influx of new
ers. Highlights of the day were the
lics given by H. Pepper in the K-6 and
m Singleton’s ballast-dropping beat-up
: Kestrel,

We had 1o close the list for trial flights early
in the day due to excessive demand. Our
future Mayor of Doncaster flew and has now
become a gliding enthusiast.

The Airship Europa spent a few days as our
guest at Doncaster Airport. An unforfunate
finale to the visit was that the airfield caught
fire on what must have beén the best soaring
day of the decade! The fire was still burning
two days later.

We have been busier than ever with the
courses and our thanks to the winch teams for
keeping things going in the absence of the
ll.lgS.

PY.

DORSET

The increase in club activities and
achievements can be attributed to the excellent
soaring conditions and our return to a full fieet.
Our thanks to Ted Henman and his team for
their many hours’ work on the gliders. Also a
greater use of the present winch has increased
the launch rate and we look forward to a
prototype twin drum version making its debut.

Among the achievements were first solos by
Messrs Slater, Higham, Woodhouse, Morrison
and Webb, a Bronze C completed by Gary
Looker and Silver Cs by Rodney Ashby and
Bruce Niven. The club’s Skylark 4 was entered
by Bill Meyer and Peter White in both the
Nationals and the Western Regionals:
although modest by competition standards it
proved “tremendous fun” according to Bill,

Despite strenuous efforts we haven't found a
replacement fuel tank (No. JA 30662) for our
Auster 5. Can any reader help?

S.L.and R.O.

DUNKESWELL

Our advanced (raining course was mosi
successful and there was a good lecture pro-
gramme and some cross-country flying. The
club was host for a day to a parly of disabled
adults from the Cheshire Homes. The removal
of the canopy and use of wide straps for lifting
ensured a flight for each guest. It was all most
enjoyable.

The bending of the T-53 wasn't allowed to
detract from the euphoria generated by the
previous club week when Roger Mason, Ann
Pitt and George “Pop Rivett” Jewell, back
after 15 years, went solo. Peter Craggs and
Mike Bird gained Bronze legs and Robin
Smitten, a visiting Enstone eaglet, his Silver

height. David Bosher, aged 16, completed his
Silver C with a distance flight.

We are delighted with our YS-53, It has
proved its worth by giving two Bronze legs and
a Silver height to Rodney Barge and two
Bronze legs and Silver height to Chris Dunn.
Mike Jewell, Peter Jury, Les Baskwell, Charles
Davis and Doug Menzies have gone solo,
Doug then getting his C. Frank Buttery, Dave
Winter and Brian Johnson have Bronze legs,
Brian also getting Silver height in the T-49,
and John Killoran has his C. Dave Parker (Oly
28) gained all three Silver legs in one week.

B.H.F.

BRIAN WEARE

Clapper Lane Honiton
Devon EX14 8QQ

PHONE: HONITON 2940

MAJOR or MINOR REPAIRS to all types

of Gliders, Motor Gliders,
Canopies. for most Ex Stock
Trailers.

PFA, BGA, CAA work undertaken

ENSTONE

It was overwhelmingly decided at an EGM on
July 25 to keep our Terrier tug for al least
another six months, and Roger Bunker has
offered to try and make il operale more
economically.

This month yet another syndicate glider has
arrived - a Std Austria bought by Doug Blore
and Paul Lees.

There are plans to extend our bar which has
recently been very well supported, possibly
due to the record number of Silver and Bronze
legs this season and to the large number of
first solos.

MW,

ESSEX

Events at North Weald have been marred by
the tragic death of John Gell in a ground
accident. John had been a keen member at
Essex for many years and recently completed
his Silver in the club K-6. We all extend our
deepest sympathy to his family.

COBB-SLATER INSTRUMENT CO. LTD.

* o 9 0

 Leaflets from:

‘COSIM* WORKS

DERBYSHIRE DE4 2GG

Sole Manufacturers of:
® Cook Compasses
Cosim Audio Units
Multi-Pipe Connectors
Barographs Calibrated

DARLEY DALE

Cosimi Variometers
Irving Venturies
Water Traps

Total Energy Units
New Cosim Audio Unit works with PLZ, Cosim or Electric Varios

MATLOCK

Telephone: DARLEY DALE 2344/5
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The badge hunt continues with Mike Jeffries
(Pirat) completing his Gold with a 320km
triangle, this time with his barograph working!
Many pecople have completed Silvers, the
latest being Peter Gill (Dart), Tony Griffiths
(K-6), Malcolm Nixon (Skylark 4), and John
Healey (K-6). John, aged 18, was our youngest
Silver pilot until fan Smith (Skylark 2) went to
Nympsfield on holiday and completed his
Silver in a week! Our latest solo pilot is Ruth
Batchellor who converted to the Swallow on
.\he same day.

Congratulations to Tony Manwaring and
Mike Throssell (SHK) who came third in the
Western Regionals and to Dave Appleby and
Pete Bartle (Cirrus) who took the team prize
from the Booker Regionals. Dave has also
done a grand job converting an old airfield
building into a fuel store for our Condor and
Falke. Our courses have proved a greal success
with Stan Harris kept very busy.

We had a superb barbecue, organised by
John McElarney, with excellent steaks pre-
pared by John Critch, Many thanks to you
both. Thanks also to Mike Audritt for his work
in keeping the club fleet serviceable.

Latest visitors to North Weald were our
friends at the Essex & Suffolk Club - Messrs
Bearcroft and Green completing Silver
distance. K.L.B.

ESSEX & SUFFOLK

As this goes to press we are in the middle of
our four weeks' summer flying; this we carry on
with the blessing of RAF Wattisham, which is
operational with Phantoms. We have been
hosts to several members of the Anglia GSA.

This summer must be our most successful
ever for badge flights, notable amongst the
many being the Diamond pgoal flights to
Leicester on July 29 by Bob Bousefield (K-6E)
and Pete Wilby (Pirat) and the Gold C height
by Mark Matheson (Skylark 4). Tony Lang-
ford narrowly missed all three legs of his Silver
C, because of the 1% rule. First solos have
been flown by John James, Bob Brown, Jamie
Jameson (our Treasurer), Angus McDonald,
Dennis Winterbottom and Roy Grubb.

Several have completed Bronze Cs, Jeff
Cork and Bob Green have gained Silver
distances and, due to the exceptional con-
ditions with cloudbase on one day at almost
900011, there have been a crop of Silver
heights.

We welcome Tony Wooff and his Oly 463
from Sutton Bank. Another new syndicate has
fornted with a K-6¢cr brought from Germany
and Bob Bousefield has replaced his K-6&
with a Std Libelle.

C.CS.

HIGHLAND

As a site, Dallachy has succeeded beyond our
brightest hopes: with predominantly westerly
winds blowing straight down the strip, days
when strong crosswinds might restrict flying on
our narrow site have been fewer than antici-
pated. In strong winds, winch launches of up
to 1900ft have made it easy o contacl wave,
and our best flight so far, by Hendry Dyce and
Angela Veitch in the Bocian, had to be broken
off in five knot lift at 12200ft because the
glider carried no oxygen. In spite of our coas-
tal position, sga breeze fronts have been less in
evidence than at Milltown and we have had
some good thermal soaring.
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Individual successes since we arrived on the
site include a Silver height and first Bronze leg
for Martin Knight, a second Bronze leg for
Charlie Grant and a first solo for Mike
Foreman.

Our outstanding club success is the winning
of the Portmoak Regionals by Jeff Howlett
and Bill Meyer sharing the club’s K-6¢cr with
2223pts.

Now that we are well established at
Dallachy, Ruth Tait is starting a club maga-
zine for the edification and amusement of the
members and visitors.

o R.ET.

LONDON

Al the beginning of August we were hosts to
the 4th International Vintage Rally which was
a tremendous success.

The courses have gone mad. A decision two
years ago 1o cut the number of ab-initios was
soon revised and courses are now running at
twice the size. Our evening courses, now on
seven days a week, are fully booked until
October. The high-performance courses (or see
England by glider) have also doubled and
John Jefiries and John Cardiff are working on
them most weeks. The IS-2882 s a most
worthy soaring trainer with a performance
comparable with our three new K-18s, all of
which had done a 300km within a month of
their arrival.

Clive Hawes, with a Bronze C and I2hrs
solo, attempted a 300km out-and-return in a
K-8 but forgot to turn on his barograph. Next
day he completed his Diamond goal in six
hours bul realised this wouldn’t do for Silver
distance, so the day afler took the club K-18 10
Lasham. Bob Drewel missed his Gold height
when cloudbase was 10000f1. Not having flown
in cloud before he thought it worth a try, but
failed by 50f1.

Jane Jones, Jim Nisbet, John Whittle, Dave
Saunders, Graham Smith, Tony Pozerskis,
Richard Preece, Bernard Barry, Peler
Stafford-Allen, Rob Harding, Lloyd Forsey
and Frank Pozerskis completed flights of over
300km during July. Roger Barrett, Lloyd
Forsey, Rob Harding and Mike Bird have
done more than 500km, Mike having messed
up his declaration, had to do it again. Frank
and Tony Pozerskis have been breaking
records (200km triangles at 112 and 107km/h
respectively), however, they too had trouble
with the paperwork. The paperwork and
photos are harder than the flying nowadays,
even the Chairman of the BGA got his claim
form back!

Our sympathy to Dave Saunders, one of our
brightest and newest pundits. He was on a
final glide in bad visibility on his second
300km in a week (he missed the correct turn-
ing point the first lime), when he failed to see
the field and flew straight past to land at Ayles-
bury, losing his Diamond goal but still well
over the Gold distance. Unfortunately, he
thought he had failed both and while waiting
for the retrieve, consoled himself by looking at
the barograph trace!

DY.

NORFOLK

We have had a host of Bronze and Silver legs
throughout the soaring season. Harvesting
began much earlier than usual and signalled
the start of a “crop” of outlandings.

We used to choose a path between the bales
of straw from the “combine”, but the new idea
in East Anglia‘is to rake the straw into huge
circular “Rolls”, standing at least a foot higher
than wing-tip level.

CEH.

NORTHUMBRIA

For the first time an instructors’ course has
been held on the site and we congratulate our
newly-qualified instructors. Holiday courses are
going well and are fully booked.

We are looking forward to our new two-
scater which, with our Blanik, should boost
our launch rate for ab-initios and provide
more opportunity for air experience flights, Two
passenger flights worth menlioning were last
month when Don Ingle gave his parents, aged
81 and 83, their first trip in a glider.

B.H.

OUSE

The flying week at the end of July was a success
with at least two pilots gaining A and B
certificates. Our thanks again to Derek Moore
and Jim Smith.

Congratulations to John Taylor (Std Libelle)
on his Gold height and also to Tom Stoker
and Ed Lannen on their Silver C distance.
Improvements being made to the clubhouse
are coming on well,

1.G.

OXFORD

Richard Cowderoy made a superb 500km
triangle flight in Phoebus 640 from Bicester and
was well placed in the Booker Regionals. Six
Silver and (wo Gold badges have been
claimed, Janis McGill (K-6g) and Richard

T.M.6. GLIDER RADIO
ACTUAL SIZE X7% " LONG
UP TO 6 CHANNELS, NORMALL Y
SUPPLIED WITH 130.1 AND 130.4

PRICE £156

LONDON SAILPLANES LTD
Telophone Dunstable 62068 j




Hall (Skylark 4), both completing Gold C with
300km triangles.

Our new Silver C pilots are Neville Reeve,
Brian Gregory, Phil Hawkins, John Giddins
(duration and distance in one flight), Dick
Cartmel and Tony Hall, Distance legs have
also been flown by Bud Turner and Ray
Huntley. Graham Barrett (Skylark 4) reached
Gold height in cloud and Joe Wren managed
five hours in the Olympia.

Several syndicates entered the Western
Regionals, the best placing being by our
Chairman, Dave Roberts, and his partner
John Gibbons who came second in the K-6¢.
Kestrel 79 was pranged in a field landing but
was back in action quite soon.

Messrs Cook, Evans, Giddins and Hawkins
have formed an Astir CS syndicate, which is
the first Astir in the country after the agent’s
demonstrator, the one which won the Booker
Regionals. Martin Brown is our newest
assistant rated instructor and recent first solos
include Ken Craig, P.H.

SLEAP

The excellent soaring season has resulted in
notable achievements. Congratulations to Vic
Carr who, after several near misses, gained his
Diamond distance with a 517km triangle in
the syndicate Kestrel 19 on July I7. His
partner, John Jefferson, followed this on
August 4 by completing his Gold but landing
just 11km short of Diamond goal. John Lloyd,
during his “annual” flight, in the Std Libelle,
completed his Silver C with a 76km flight.

I have lost track of the flights in excess of
450km by Ian Paul (Std Cirrus) but the 500
km, at the time of writing, still eludes him.

Barry Bates’ new Jantar has created interest
and we welcome John Brenner, complete with
his SHK. Our annual camp was at Shobdon in
early August when we had some good flying.

On a sad note, we have to report the tragic
death of our popular tg pilot, George
Boguski, in an air crash near Chirk in May.
His friendly and cheery presence is sadly
missed. DV.

SOUTHDOWN

With an exceptionally high cloudbase on
occasions, sometimes over 7000ft, there have
been a number of Silver heights, including
those by Keith Anscombe and Brian Hunt.

Qur transport officer, Mike Smallridge,
gained Silver height and duration in one flight.
A Silver duration which required real deter-
mination was by Ted Palmer - the ASI pitot
was partially obscured by the flap normally
covering the nose hook, hence a highly
inaccurate and undependable ASI.

At last we have a 500km pilot in the club -
Chris Backwell who flew a triangle on July 22 to
claim his second Diamond.

Six pilots have gone solo and fortunately
our Blanik is due back after four months in a
repair shop awailing spares. B.A.B.

SOUTH WALES

The AGM in July pronounced us to be in a
healthy financial position. It was decided to C
of A and fly our Swallow before its pending
sale, but the day after its test flight the Swallow
was severely damaged when it collided with a
sel of 11000 volt cables. The pilot fortunately
emerged unharmed.

John Bateman and working team have
completed a much needed new winch from a
former refrigerated fish-fingers lorry.

The Rallye 180 “India Tango”, the tug in
private ownership, is to be sold. From the day
it arrived some years ago, it transformed the
club from a “circuit and bumps” training site
to a soaring and wave site. Our thanks to John
Grehan, We must seek to maintain a lug,
possibly by the purchase of “India Tango”.

An open day will have been held on
September 12 as a contribution to “Sport for
All Week”. John Barry and Brian Edwards'
with help from members, successfully ran the
annual summer school for the South and Mid
Glamorgan County Council. All the pupils
had ample soaring experience.

Our telephone number should by now have
changed to Raglan 690536.

JDS.

STAFFORDSHIRE

This year's expedition to Shobdon was well
supported but not particularly well blessed
with soaring weather, although Alan Cliffe and
Bob Wilshaw managed to fly the K-13 1o
Nympsfield.

As anticipated, our gulley has been filled
thanks to the generosity of a local business-
man, Mr H. Steiner. Time will have to be
allowed for the filled ground to setile but at
least an undershooting pilot can now put his
aircraft down safely on this area,

On July 17, Joe Yarwood flew the Olympia
403 to Camphill for Silver height and
duration. Unfortunately he suffered a hiccup in
the barograph department which might rob
him of these two legs. On the same day, Tony
Boyce flew the Olympia 25 80kms to Winthorpe
to complete his Silver C.

F.B.

SURREY & HANTS

The pundits and their activilies are reported
elsewhere in this issue. The mere mortals
among us are also having fun with the
exceptional weather. Countless Silver C
heights have resulted from cloudbases up to
9000ft. Some Silver distances have been done
on one thermal.

Our “best” K-8, 203, met an untimely end
in the trees to the east end of the airfield.
Fortunately the pilot wasn’t too badly
damaged but the glider is in many pieces -
low turns, wind pradient, etc. - a lesson
expensively learnt. We very quickly obtained a
replacement; John Jefferies flew K-8 474 from
Dunstable a couple of weekends later and took
a large cheque and the plate away.

Plans for next year's fleet are now in hand,
centred around the new Astirs. Portmoak are
steeling themselves for the Sassenach invasion
- all those who did their 500km are afler
their S000m as well.

C.L.

TRENT VALLEY

We welcome Norman Jones as a newly
qualified instructor and are looking forward to
our next social evenl, a barn dance.

Nev Wilson, Brian Fowkes, George Nelson
and Dick Pickles have their duration and
Dennis Snowden his Silver distance. Bob Lines
and Peter Claylon have gained Bronze legs,
Chris Lines has completed his Bronze C and
John Sykes has gone solo.

J.P.N.

ULSTER

Our entry into the big time, Jeremy Bryson’s
appearance in the World Champs, was
undoubtedly hampered by the fact that he was
flying an unproven prototype, the Kestrel 22,
which he finally received only two days before
he had to leave for Finland. Under the circum-
stances, his E!acing of 30th in the Open Class
was reasonable and probably would have been
improved upon had more development bugs
been ironed out and practice obtained.

If the world meel at Riyskéld was handicap-
ped by bad weather, July's Irish Nationals at
Edenberry, Co. Kildare, were no great shakes
either and little soaring was obtained. But
Billy Craig completed his Silver C with a
cross-country and some Bronze legs were flown.
As ever in Irish gliding the social
compensations for flying frustration were first
rate - not least the barbecue which rounded
off the event and was held at Dublin member
Mark Wilkinson’s farm, a memorable end
after the stonking thermals which eventually
arrived on the closing day.

Eagerly awailed are our first expedition to
St Angelo, in the enchanting Fermanagh lake-
land - a recurring intention which has always
been frusirated in the past - and a wave
camp with the Dublin and Kerry clubs early in
October at Farranfore, in Co. Kerry, amid the
delights of Atlantic south-westerlies playing
upon Macgillicuddy’s Reeks.

Our Oly 2s syndicate has pioneered a new
type of instantly arranged autonomous expedi-
tion to the beach at Magilligan, with a length
of Parafil. Launch shortly after dawn, and slip
several more in later whenever the beach is
clear! The first such one-day visit resulted in
Silver C durations for Richard Mayer and
Richard McEvoy and the second gave a Silver
five for Mark Wilkinson.

RR.R.

WOLDS

Financial prudence has forced the non-
replacement of the recently damaged Skylark
for the time being, but the committee intends
filling this important gap in the fleet as soon as
is practicable. Fortunately, a succession of
soarable weckends and long calm summer
evenings have altracted large numbers 1o the
airfield and business has begn good.

Four Silver heights were gained in a single
afternoon by Colin Milner, Nev Dixon, Roger
Gate and Graham Bowes, with Tony Acey
missing his five hours by nine minutes. Trevor
Hearnden, Byron O'Neal and Graham Bowes
have gained Bronze Cs.

Several flying weeks have boosted both
number of launches and hours flown; Dave
Williamson, in particular, delighting his clients
by providing five soaring days out of five.

With the arrival of yet another workshop
the site is beginning to assume the appearance
of Hawker Siddeley’s.

G.H.H.

WOODSPRING

It is with great sadness we begin with news of
a fatality. Brian Humphreys was tragically
killed when on a cross-country in his K-6.
Brian was in every sense an active club mem-
ber - extremely popular and always in the
thick of it when there was work 1o be done.
One of Woodspring's founder members, he
had progressed to Silver duration. He was a
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conscientious pilot, a friend to everyone and a
great doer. He leaves a very empty gap at
Weston.

Members have raised a collection for a
memorial trophy which is to be presented
annually for achievement in all spheres of club
activity.

On the brighter side, Ken Wiseman, Peter
Turner, David Driver and John Ward have
completed their Silver Cs and there have been
many Bronze legs.

Peter Turner flew the syndicate 463 1o North
Hill and brought back the inter-club pot. The
club Meise was flown by Tony Fisher and
others at the Veteran Club's International
Rally.

P:T:

WYCOMBE AIR PARK

The superb weather has resulted in record flying
hours, cross-country kilometres and numerous
badge claims. Many pilots on Silver duration
flights have completed 200km triangles to
occupy the time.

On July 22, 600km triangles were completed
by Shep Sheppard, Laurie Beer, and Doug
Freeman, all ﬁyiniStd Libelles. (See p200). A
week later, Ted Lusted completed a 500km
triangle for his Diamond while Chris Rollings
has made several attempts on a 750km triangle
in the club K-6r.

The Booker Regionals were exceptionally
successful with 32 entrants flying seven tasks
over a lotal distance of approximately 1600km.
Steve White (Astir CS) was the winner,
followed by another of our pilots, John Rouse
(Std Libelle).

Then we have Mike Pope's cross-Channel
flight on August 1, also reported elsewhere in
this issue.

M.H.B.P.

YORKSHIRE

Best of the many good flights during this year of
excellent soaring conditions and high cloud
bases has been Alan Kenworthy’s 530km
out-and-return for his third Diamond. His
partner in the DG-100, Nick Gaunt, ridge
soared the Pennines for most of his 250km
out-and-return.

A good flying season means a happy
Treasurer and the planned expansion and
maintenance of our facilities is going ahead
without financial worries. A K-8 has been
added 1o the flect for early solo flying, although it
is proving popular with more advanced pilots.

The Northern Regionals produced an excel-
lent week’s flying for the 40 competitors. Seven

ARLERS. TRUCKS. TOW BAACKETS (R
AATS (ramatic Srvegy o be ackerved by

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE FAOM -

MECHANICAL SERVICES,
BELMONT RD, BOLTON. Tel:0204-58434

2emR. PHONE )
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competition days were flown in conditions that
were often very good and always interesting,
Con Greaves, flying a Blanik brilliantly, was
overall winner, proving that the handicapping
system does give lower performance gliders a
real chance if they are flown well. “Hot ship”
pilots weren’t convinced by the scoring system
and one or two apparent anomalies will no
doubt be hotly discussed during the winter.
BL.

OBITUARY
Lt Col J. D. A. Charteris

Douglas Charteris was one of those enthusiasts
whose personality and drive made a great
impact on those who met him and more so on
those who were privileged to know him.

His enthusiasm for gliding knew no bounds.
He flew in Germany and Cyprus and at clubs in
many parts of the British Isles, His generosity
and hospitality as a host were legendary. His
generosily lo gliding was absolute. When it
was proposed to form a club near Carlisle, he
immediately made available a K-7 and then a
K-13 was provided. He instructed con-
scientiously and was our treasurer.

In many ways he was a lonely man. Under
the veneer which perhaps was acquired during
his military career, was a clear brain, a wealth
of learning amounting almost to erudition and
a refreshingly unconventional approach.

Douglas was fascinated by the concept of
auxiliary engines for gliders. His K-7 and the
K-8 were both modified for these. Pulley
launching was introduced by him at Kirkbride.
This year he had bought plans and was
negotiating for jigs for the construction of the
PIK 16sin England.

His death diminishes us and the gliding
movemenlt.

MAYNARD HALL.

ANGLIA (RAFGSA)

So far this has been the best season for the
club with record launches and hours. Andy
Penswick and Dick Hunt gained Diamond
heights at Dishforth in March and CFI Alan
Jury flew a 300km task in the Inter-Service
Regionals to complete his Gold C.

John Turnbull was airborne for 8hrs 44min
flying a 300km triangle in the club’s Pilatus B-4.
John joined us this time last year with a
Bronze C and now has a Gold C and
Diamond.

Silver Cs have been completed by J.
Jenkins, R. Lamb, I. Wood, T. Cardot (after
several distance atlempts) and D. Bearcroft
who joined New Year's Day as an ab-initio.
We have also had several A and Bs, Bronze
and Silver leg flights.

Andy Penswick, who is leaving for
Binbrook, was presented with a painting of the
club’s Pilatus al a barbecue on July 31. This is
the glider in which he completed his Gold
badge and gained two Diamonds and the gift
was an appreciation by club members for all
his hard work during the last 18 months.

We have just completed four successful
soaring weeks with our friends at Whatfield

and thank them for the use of their airfield
and aerotow [lacilities. There is also keen
competition for the Winch trophy with our
other friends at the new club at Rattlesden.
AR.J.

BICESTER (RAFGSA)

During the glorious gliding weather of June
and July two Centre records were broken. The
total cross-country distance flown for the two
month period was 30067km for a total of
2B11hrs. Our badge hunters contributed to
that impressive performance with ten A and
Bs, 20 Bronze Cs, 39 Silver legs, 12 Gold legs
and |1 Diamonds.

Our Air Cadet, Jamie Allan, has excelled
himself. Twelve months ago he wenlt solo on
his 16th birthday and now, at 17 years of age,
has completed his Silver C and also gained his
Gold distance and Diamond goal.

We say farewell to Barbara Coomber who
leaves us on a posling to Germany and con-
gratulate her on going solo. Congratulations
also to Rod Rea on his 500km Diamond
distance, and we wish him a successful career
in civvy street.

Our engineering stafl continue their difficult
task behind the scenes, and have our gratitude
for a job well done.

B.L.

CRANWELL (RAFGSA)

Cranwell made the most of the soaring con-
ditions on July 11 by running a Silver height
shuttle service with the K-8, the glider ending
the day at Lindholme after a 50km flight. Tan
MacFadyen has completed his Gold C and
there have been a large number of Bronze
legs.

g\i’e now have four new assistant category
instructors, Paul Whitehead, Steve Newall,
Mick Lee and Rolly Lawson. Our B-4 has
been clocking up a good few kilometres and
we have Bob McLuckie's Cirrus based here for
a while, E.G.N.

EAGLE (Detmold)

At the time of our last report, the BFG Cham-
pionships were in progress, and we had only
one conlest day followed by five days con-
tinuous rain, which turned the airfield into a
quagmire and the bar,intoa tent full of soggy
armchairs! But at last the weather improved to
give us five further days culminating in the last
day, when eight out of 16 competitors finished
a 204km out-and-return to an airfield near the
Eder Dam. The overall winner was Sgt Phil
Andrews of RAF Laarbruch flying a Std Cirrus.
Pilots, crews and officials of all three clubs
worked very hard to make it one of the best
comps yet.

Since then weekend flying has continued
apace with a crop of achievements; several
Bronze Cs, Marion McCay and Nigel Peart’s
Silver Cs at last, and not least Ann Woolf's
Diamond goal out-and-return. We have a
course in progress al the moment and hope for
a crop of pupils for John McGovern and
Marion to instruct on their return from
Bicester. M.AH.

FOUR COUNTIES (RAF Syerston)

Congratulations to George Lee for convincing
the others that he could ‘win the World
Championships - we knew it all the time at



Syerston, His home-coming party was a
marvellous barbecue,

We have had our fair share of achievements
with 500km fights by Andy Miller, Dave Cock-
burn and Terry Ward to complete all three
Diamonds. We have now had five 500km
triangles to dale with a 640km triangle by
Hamish Brown. Diamond goals are on the
increase with a total of seven, the latest by
Ralph Dickson, Pablo Okerwin, Dennis Crisp,
Chy Chinn and Ivan McLean.

There have also been numerous Silver and
Bronze legs and Nigel Parry, our 16-year-old,
has completed his Silver C.

There have been seven ab-initio task weeks
with récent solos by Steve Wilson, Steve
Gunter and Derek Burton. We are looking
forward to getting our K-18, now waiting for
transporl from Germany. .M.

HUMBER (RAF Lindholme)

Our CFI, Bob Sheffield, is getting married on
August 14 to Jane Dawson and will be spend-
ing his honeymoon al Bicester and Dunstable
flying in Euroglide.

Bob Travis gained Silver distance and Brian
Jennings has completed his Silver C with a
height and five hours. Silver heights were also
flown by Terry Reynolds and Clive Jennings,
the latter not having a barograph in the T-21,
but he gained two Bronze legs in lieu. Tony
Christmas has gone solo and Chuck Berry and
Ray Ravenscroft have converted to the K-8
Mick Adam flew 270kms round a triangle but
unfortunately turned the wrong turning point,

otherwise it would have been a 300km
Diamond goal. KM.G.
PHOENIX (RAF Briiggen)

Terry Slater again competed in the Hahnweide
International Contest, Barry Elliott in the
Dutch Under 25s Competition and the British
Forces Gliding Championship at Detmold.

Majors Wally Lombard and Bill Price were
the Competition Directors at Detmold and Lt
Col Tom Jones directed the setting up and
running of the camp site. When rain stopped
play, they organised a car rally to maintain the
high morale.

A big thank you is due to the Station Com-
mander of RAF Briiggen, Group Capt John
Walker, the Officer Commanding Operations
and to Air Traffic Control for allowing us to
continue flying, though Briiggen became the
Master Diversion Airfield for several months.
It must have been quite a task ensuring we
didn't get info the circuit with the “big boys”,

Ken Keily, CFl, decided this was the time
when cross-countries should be encouraged
and seven Gold distances, as well as many
shorter tasks, have been attempted. Three
Gold legs were completed by Jeff Meacham,
Ginge Fearon and Tim Oulds with Tony
North-Graves flying 275km, Colin Jaques
‘230km, Mick Woods 170km and Ben Bennetts
285km. Mick Johnson, who has taken his
L/Spaiz on three 300km attempts, logged
230km on one flight.

Inter-Continental relations are flourishing
with Phoenix members flying at Venlo
(Holland), Kamp Lintfort, Geilenkirchen,
Vennebeck (Germany) and Aosta (Italy),

Congratulations to the 18 who have recently
¥>ne solo and to Bronze Cs lan Hewitt and

ony Killingray. Also to David Malkinson,

Tom Jones, Mick Johnson, Tony Killingray,
Ken Coburn, Bob Rae, Pat Malone, Bob
Greenwood, Luke Lucas, Bob Farthing and
Ian Hewitt on completing their Silver Cs.

Lt Col Tom Jones has now returned to the
UK on his retirement. He held committee
posts, all at the same time, of Field Treasurer
and Stats, MT member and Army representa-
tive of the RAFGSA. Thank you, Tom, for
everything. AM.

TWO RIVERS (RAF Laarbruch)

We have had several major changes. The
K-6cn is no longer part of the fleet; following an
argument with an [Italian mountain near
Aosta. The pilot has now fully recovered and
considering a return bout.

Due to postings to the UK, Phil Andrews,
CFI for two years, has resigned and Eddie
Edwards, former CFI of Colerne

COOK
ELECTRIC VARIOMETER

NEW INDICATOR UNIT
GIVES MUCH CLEARER
INDICATION & LESS

MAGNETIC INTERFERENCE

TOTAL POINTER MOVEMENT
INCREASED FROM 90° TO 240°

FITS A 58mm DIAMETER HOLE

CHARACTERISTIC COOK VARIO FAST
RESPONSE AND DAMPING RETAINED

METER CONVERSION ON OLD
TYPE COOK VARIOMETERS

J. HARDY INSTRUMENTS LTD,

25 Dimple Road, Matlock,
Derbyshire Telephone Matlock 3269

(Bannerdown), has taken his place; Vince
Mallon follows Mick Cottingham as MT mem-
ber and Mick Mahon has handed over aircraft
servicing to Grant Guest.

We will miss Phil and his wife Ann (also an
accomplished instructor), both of whom have
done a great deal for the club. As a parting
gesture, Phil won the British Forces Gliding
Championship at Detmold.

We have also lost several of our keenest
instructors including “Polly” Parrott and Paul
Rawlinson.

A new K-6cr syndicate has formed, the club
has bought the privately owned Cirrus and
the K-8¢ is back following some damage
sustained in a field landing. A second K-8 is to
replace one of our ageing Swallows. G.M.

WREKIN (RAF Cosford)

Although the number of launches is lower
than this time last year, the total hours are
nearly equal. There have been improvements
on the instructor scene with Dave Wood
obtaining full calegory rating and the arrival
of “Polly” Parrott and Mike Lee, while Mick
Boydon and Keith Buckner have completed
the assistant category instructors’ coburse at
RAFGSA Bicester. Mick has also completed
his Gold C with a 300km triangle for
Diamond goal.

Pat Harris, Peter Milner, Dave Darlow and
Mick Johnson have gone solo; Simon Davies,
Andy Lee and Roger Cox have Silver height,
while Dave Grey achieved his with two Bronze
legs from two quick winch launches. Martin
Platt, Andy Batchelor and Andy Lee have
Silver distance. But Jake Jacobs, “Tug" Wilson
and Ian Moss, lo name but a few, failed
300km triangles on our recent expedition to
Chetwynd.

We regret saying farewell to Chris Joslin on
finishing his RAF service. He has made a great
contribution during the last five years. Our
thanks also to Ken Routledge who hands over
as DCFI to Dave Wood after long days of
commitment to ab-initio training with excellent
results.

L.D.M.

AERO CLUB

Private Pilot’s Licence

CFl Derek Johnson

THREE COUNTIES .

Blackbushe Airport, Camberley, Surrey
(ON A30 TRUNK ROAD — 45 MINS. FROM LONDON)
| Special Courses for Glider Pilots to obtain

Silver C conversion from £100

Normal Courses for Private Pilot's Licence

Night Flying — Instrument Flying—R/T

Flying Instructor Courses

Frasca Flight Simulator

Board of Trade Approved Courses 35 hours
Residential Courses available

Licensed Bar. Diners Club Credit Cards accepted
Barclaycards and Access accepled

Y ATELY 873747 (Management) 872152 (Operations)

LIMITED
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It is understood that the British Gliding A i
tor iblity for claims made by

advertisers ln"—'Sllplln. & Gliding™,

assif
Secl

Advertisements, with remittance, should
be sent to Cheiron Press Ltd., 8/10 Park-
way, London, NW1 Tel 01-267 1285. Rate
20p a word. Minimum £3.00. Box numbers
80p extra. Replies to box numbers should
be sent to the same address. The closing
date for classified advertisments for the
December-January issuve is November 11

FOR SALE

WATERBALLAST BAGS
Do you need new ones or a repair perhaps?
Enquiries to:
ACTIC PLASTICS
Leigh Street, High Wycombe,
Bucks, HP11 2QU
Tel High Wycombe 32782

FALKE, T-61 SLINGSBY
600hrs. Electric start. Full year
Cof A.

£5777 + VAT

THOMAS PARACHUTES
Unused Irving canopies in new thin

packs.
£150 + VAT

OK BAROGRAPHS

Smoked foil. 12hr. 4000ft. English
Calibration supplied.

£99.64 + VAT

WINTER VARIOS

Large or small dial. 10-0-10kt
faster than PZL. Winter ASls, 140kt
or 160kt. Winter Barographs. PZL
Varios. PZL. ASls. Altimeters,
60000ft: Turn & Slips, Ex RAF and
New American. 12 voli gel cell
standby batteries 2.6AH. Bohli
Compasses. Airpath Compasses.

These plus many more in stock at

VICKERS-SLINGSBY
Tel. KIRKBYMOORSIDE 31751

Telex 57911
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OLYMPIA 28 complete with instruments and profes-
sional CofA till Aug 77, ane owner, good condition,
£1750. G. Gant, Camberley 34004 ofter épm.

DIAMANT 18m. Low hours. Comprehensive panel,
waterballost, trailer. Must be seen. Bosed Sutian
Bank. Current C of A. £6500. Tel evenings Parbold
2155 or llkley 5999.

K-7 for sale, excellent con_diiic;n, r:;w C ;f:\ Box No
SG515.

STANDARD CIRRUS and gloss fibre Irailer £7500.
Location South Wales. Tel 0656 733722 evenings.

KESTREL 19 Series 4. Almaost the last Kestrel ta be
built, Low heurs, oll the mods. Top and bottam air
brakes, hydraulic disc brakes. Fitted with full ponel,
including radio, horizon, two vorios, one with ADC,
oxygen. As new metal Irailer, £9500 ono. Phone
Barrow-in-Furness (0229)41298.

GLIDER R/T (Storey) 130:) & 130:4, Crossfell Vario
Compact. Watson, & Park Road, Chandler's Ford,
Hants.

LIBELLE, GR; frc;ilgr,_bcsic instruments, waterballast,
420hrs total. £6700. Wolson, Chandler's Ford (042
15)4138 [evening) 2121 (day).

GRUNAU BABY, basic instruments, open trailer, good
condition. £800. Also Austin LD van running order,
ideal ot launch point for refreshments ond office,
fited with sink unit and warking surfoces £100, Seen
ot Burton & Derby Gliding Club, Church Broughton.
Phone D. Chopman, Stofford 58541.

EXCELLENT Phoebus 17¢ very low hours, C of A. Full
ponel, fibregloss trailer. Ingenious rigging aids.
£5750. Tel Winslow 2454 or Witney 3504,

OLYMPIA 463, full panel, parachute, fitted trailer,
£4000 ono. Tel Bedford 768632 late evening.

SF-27 mcy motor gliders L/D 35:1 as a glider equi-
valent to Std Cirrus. 450ft/min climb power, ronge
200 miles, power electric starter. £10,000. Many
exiros. Box No SG 503.

K-7 with new improved canopy and full instruments,
C of A to Moy 1977. Immediately available £3500.
Secretary, Lasham Gliding Society, Herriard 322 or
Dean, Midhurst 4285.

OPEN CLASS CIRRUS, fully equipped including com-
munications, navigotion radios, full panel, oxygen,
trouble free melal irailer, easy 2 man rigging, immo-
culote, £8500, Costin or Rood, Northampton 51970
(day).

KESTREL 19, instruments and Irailer. Distinctive blue
trim. The BOOkm Kestrel. Chris Garton, Herriord 361.

PIRAT built July 1974, basic instruments, C of A June
77, fbreglass trailer, Price £3900. Contact Tony
Roberts, 021-556-2135.

HIGHEST offer secures an as new Elliat miniature
altimeter. Box No SG 508.

l_(:‘.'E, excellent condifi::}n, fomily owned since new.
Never pranged. Trailer, instruments, Current C of A.
£55000na. Chesters. Blunsdon (079 372) 322.

KESTREL 19. Excellent, big rudder, full panel, paro-
chute, good trailer, current C of A. £9000, Box No
SG 509.

STD LIBELLE 240hrs C of A May 1977. Hongared
from new wntil last year. Full insirumentotion in-
cludes arfificial horizan, eleciric vario, TMé radio.
Low profile metal trailer with very comprehensive
fitings. Available for immediote sole. Con be seen
ot Dunstable, Would possibly consider selling § or 4
shares for glider based ot Dunstoble. Phone 01-437
3611,

K-7, two-sets of instruments, C of A to March ?9??.
good 300km o/c £3300. Tel Stonehouse 3995 or
Chipping Sodbury 314299.

TWIN PROPS - Single engine; no difficult engineer-
ing required. Suitable for aircraft, motor gliders and
helicopters. Shortcut airmail infarmation $8. Rotary
Engine, 2420 Isshiki-Hoyama, Jopan.

A SHARE availoble in 18m Super Folke (2 ploce
1:29 Glide] bosed Halipenny Green. Fly where &
when YOU want. Self lounch, self retrieve. Phone
WILSON, Business 021-643 4269, Home Stowbridge
2770.

SKYLARK 3¢, C of A May 1977. Respraoyed, new
canopy, rodio, electric vario. Superb sooring
machine (Done 480k). Trailer. Con be seen of the
Midland Gliding Club, Long Mynd. Tel [weekends) K.
Payne, Linley 206. [weekdays during warking hours)
H. Griffiths, 061-226 1834,

MOTOR GLIDER SF-25a, two-seater self-lounching,
24 golls p/h. New C of A to Aug 77, £3200 com-
plete with instruments, Tel Rickmansworth 79658.

Mognetic mobile cerials £14 & £17
Pye Cambridges 12v £85 & £100
All 130.1 ond 130.4MHz

RADIO COMMUNICATIONS LTD,

St. Sampsons, Guemsey, C.I.
(Phone (0481) 47278 9/10am, &6/7pm)

SWALLOW fitted with Darl canopy, 1/S, Accelero-
meter, PZL Cosim etc. C of A July 1977 C/W sub-
stantial trailer. £2000 or adjust for instruments. View
Suffolk. Tel. Hockley 5148 or Chelmsford 400595.

PIRAT [1974), excellent condition, low hours, fitted
trailer, with or without 340 channel redioc and
parochute. Offers 1o Paterson, 48 Howdenhall Reod,
Edinburgh. 031-664 2244,

NORVIC RACING ENGINES LTD.
AIRCRAFT ENGJNE DIVISION
For Lycoming, Continental and VW

base engine overhauls,

Westgate Hangar, The Airfield,

Little Staughton, Bedford MK44 2BN
Tel: Colmworth (023 062) 700

We are selling two
priceworthy sailplanes

1. LIBELLE 201 with waterballost in excellent
condition

2. PHOEBUS B, 100hrs ofter complete
overhaul by Rudolf Lindner, Germany. The
sailplane is in condition like new.

Price: Sailplone ond covered ftroiler 3500

S.c.r./eoch. Instrument, rodio ond Hornig
electric vario sell separately.

Contact
LARS HELMERSSON
Tel. 013-131583 or
Goron Almstrom, Tel 013-46587

Linképings Segelflygklubb

S-581 BB Linksping, Sweden.

o Q

HUGH HARRIS woodvorker and hransporter
27 Cator Rd.,, London SE26. 01-659 1000

TRAILERS

Joe & Terry Linee

Competitive Prices Send for Quotations.
Higher Bockhampton, Dorchester, Dorser,
Phone: Dorchester 2307




SCHLEICHER K-6cr {1966). No major prangs. White
with flame nose, wing tips ond top of fin. With basic
instruments and trailer. Radio available if required.
£3300 or neorest offer. Tel Maidenhead 26097

(day); 32641 (evenings). il 1. duges

1/3 SHARE LIBELLE 2018, based ot Bouker, Comp
No 808. Completely equipped for any task. Includ-
ing powerful base station & aluminium ftrailer,
£25500n0, Tel. Ickford 450,

K-6ck - no prongs — B00hrs. BGA C of A fill A Aug
77. Two private owners since new. Standard panel
+ A/H. Closed Irailer. A. White, 5 Low Road, Auch-
Iermur.h'ry, Fife. l0334 3722 Ext 219 office hours]

OLYMPIA 119)( very good condition, full C of A,
fitted trailer, instruments, horizon, Cumbndga Vario
with oudio. Ideal Gold machine, fixed wheel, 1/36
L/D. £3400. Contact lan Cook, Andover 62673
evenings, or 0252 24461 Ext 3860 business hrs.

K-28, iw;seuher (wooden K-7), p_msibly wﬂi ;ﬂru—-
ments and trailer. £2900. Repl'_f Box No SG 512.

SHK - trailer, tailchute, full pcnei :ncludmg AIH
oxygen, porachute. £55000n0. Wanted - Kestrel
19. Basingstoke 64280.

FOR SALE used Phoebus C, in good cond:hon 17m
span, complete instrumentation, with trailer. Favour-
able price. Factory new and unflown PIK20s with
carbon spars and combined coupling of ailerons
and flaps, with instruments and special Irailer. Price
considerably below factory price. Delivery immedia-
tely. Hameenlinnan limailukerho ry, Postbox 42,
SF—ISIOI Humeenllnna 10, Finland.

UNIQUE “Carbon-Fibre™ Kestrel 19c. Lighh

Kestrel 19¢. Lrghtwenghl
wings give superlative handling and easy rigging.
Class winner Woikerie, competition finish. Large rud-
der, many other extras including oxygen, wingtip
ond fail dollies, drawbar and fully fitted Slingsby
fibregloss trailer. £97500n0. David Carrow, Hartley
W'mlney 2444,

SF-27m high performance single-seater motor glider.
K-é¢ performance without the need to land out. Get
your Gold and Diamonds without winch, aerotow or
field londing! See S&G Oct 73 p368. With trailer
and C of A until July 77, £45000n0. Tel Sleaford
3778,

UNIQUE OLDTIMER, Heinkel Grlef Sailplane
1953. Spoan 14m. Glide Ratio 23. First of only 6
built. Needs very slight repair and painting, with
trailer, neor £700. R. Clay, Segelfluggemeinschaft,
Bahnhofstr. 30, 5042 Ecft-Liblar, West Germany.

LIBELLE Two 1/3 shares c:vmlab'le F|..|I'[-,nr equnppad
with excellent metal troiler, based ot Husbands Bos-
worth, Tel Husbands Bosworth 281,

OPEN CIRRUS. Last of German builds, beautiful com-
petition ready condition. Full panel, radio. Wing,
tail, canopy covers. Parochute. Barograph. 1975
Merlin Trailer. Mearest £8450. John Thorn, Bristol
563690

The besl all round tow plane P-18 rebuilt by us.
NIMBUS I, complete outfit. GRUNAU BABY Il, com-
plete with open troiler, built 1944, full history.
BOCIAM IE, with instruments. Ring Southern Sail-
planes for appointment to view, Lambourn (0488)
71774 9.30am to 5pm.

sTN_\IDARD CIRRUS 1972, Mk. Il 'wi?lg, 340 hours,
instruments, trailer, Mationals winner, immaculote,

£7500. Redmcn Hitchin 730231.

SWALI_OW good condition, C of A until Oct 1977.
Dort canopy, basic instruments, good trailer, £1650.
Swmdon G||dmg Club, Tel I0?93 821?023

CONVERT your g!lder oo powered glider with an
engine pock. Wright, 75 Cherry Road, Enfield,
Middx. Tel 01-804 5990.

SWALLOW, Doppleraab 7 (two-seater] and
LSparz 55 (29:1 L/D) all with inst. & trailers. Enquir-
ies Box NoSG 513.

GI.IDER RADIO ERT ?ODD as new, never used
including microphone/loudspeaker £150. New 12v
bunery £I 5 Tel Camber!ey 26714,

SKYLARK 4 based Husbands Bosworlh mmacu!ole
condition, full panel, good frailer, easy rig fittings,
new C of A. Price £3950. Write Ken Daviesc/o
Coventry G!ldlng Club, Husbands Bosworth Airfield,
Rugby, orring Coventry [0?03] 25963,

OPEN CIRRUS 8, German built, exfended span !uily
msirumenled new trailer. Tel Tadley 31 10

CLOSED TRAILER. Well constructed, will fake any
two seater, £250. Phone 088-64 388.

OOKS
HANG GLIDING by Bob Mackay
Just published. Tells you all the basic facts about
equipment, oddresses, Rules of BHGA, technique.
lllustrated. 32 pages. Only 40p (add postoge 10p
if ordering direct from Publisher),
Thousands already sold.
Thomnhill Press, 46 Westgate Street, Gloucester
Money back if returned at once as unsuitable.

WANTED

WANTED Pye Bantam. Top cash offered. 01-
788 1960.

KESTREL 19. Plecse send full details to Box No SG
510.

WANTED, |nexpenswe Motor Glider, anything con-
sidered, information plecse Box No SG 514.

WANTED - Libelle or Standard Cirrus with frailer.
R. Baines, Stow, Lincoln. Phone Siow 658.

SERVICES

The Advertiser wishes it to be known that he posses-
ses a CAA Welding Ticket, a BGA Ticket and o large
hammer, and <:u:¢:|t:|s:onolrg.nI performs incredible feats
of repair upon bent ceroplanes and gliders. R. A.
Reece, Tel. Worcester (0905) 25812,

SITS. VACANT

Applications are invited for the post of Deputy War-
den and Chief Flying Instructer - Gliding ot o
national centre, The successful applicant will require
a full BGA rating or equivalent. Additionally, a
general interest and knowledge of all forms of air
activity would be an advantage. Position commences
late autumn, Further details from Box No SG 511.

MOBILE R/Ts ON 130.1 & 130.4 MHz

W15AM 6CH Westminsters at E115
AM10D 6CH Cambridges ot £88
HP1AM 3CH Bantams from £97.50

Above prices include carr. paid UK.

All sets ore sold with &-month guorantee, resproyed and
completely overhouled 1o meet HOME OFFICE/MATS
specifications

Crystols in stock on 130.1 MHz for Pye HP1AM & AM10D.
Crystols for other frequencies con be ardered, details of cost
ond delivery times are on request.

Conloel:
MR. COLE
AEROSPORT ELECTRONICS
55 CRADLEHALL PARK
INVERNESS IV1 2DA
TEL. INVERNESS (0463) 791347 ofter 6 p.m.

G.C.V.—BENALLA

MODERN FLEET
Open
Standard
Dual
Tugs

Further details:

AUSTRALIA'S LEADING GLIDING CENTRE

Full Time Training by Staff Instructors

Cross Country Dual Training, January and February.
Open and Standard Class Sailplanes for exclusive hire.
On Site Accommodation.

Accessible to Internal Transport.

Close to International Air Terminals.

: Kestrel 19m

: Hornet, Libelle, SuperArrow

: Brosov 1S-288, Falke Motor Glider
: Piper Pawnee

GLIDING CLUB OF VICTORIA

PO BOX 46, BENALLA 3672
Telephones: Benalla 057.621058 Melbourne 03.2321098

SAILPLANE & ENGINEERING
SERVICES LIMITED

The finest workmanship
at the right price

REBUILDS, REFINISHING
Csof A etc

Custom built steel frame
alum clad trailers

Write or phone:

KEN BLAKE
Holmfield Road, Buxton
Derbyshire
Adjoining A53
Telephone Buxton 4365

239




ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

Actic Plastics 238
Aerosport Electronics 239
Anglo Polish Sailplanes 202
Austin Aviation 207
Breen Hang Gliders 240
British Gliding Association 229
Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 240
Chiltern Sailplanes 226
Clossifieds 238-239
Cleveland Sailplanes 205
Peter Clifford Aviation Co Ltd Inside front cover
Cobb-Slater Instrument Co Lid 233
Conder Group Services Lid 206
Cornish Gliding & Flying Club Inside back cover
Crystal Engineering Ltd 208
Deeside Gliding Club 240
Doncaster Sailplane Services 240
The EP Group of Companies 196
Electechniques 209
Gliderwork 240
Gliding Club of Victoria 239
Tony Hanfrey 196
J. Hardy Instruments Lid 237
Hugh Harris 238
J. A. Harrisen (Brokers) Ltd 225
J. Hulme 204
JSW Soaring 209

Kent Gliding Club
Losham Gliding Society

Inside back cover
Inside back cover

J.& T, Linee 238
London Gliding Club Inside back cover
London Sailplanes Ltd 200, 234
Lomond Couniry Inn 229
McElfish Parachute Service 210
Mechonical Services Lid 236
Mentor Rodio Co 209
Merlin Troilers 226

Midland Gliding Club

Mowbray Vale Insuronce Brokers

Inside back cover
Inside front cover

The New Inn Hotel 209
Norfolk Sailplanes 227
Norvic Racing Engines Ltd 238
Radie Communicotions Lid 238
R.E.F. Electronics 209
SAAB (Gt Britain) Ltd 214
Sailplane & Engineering Services Lid 239
Soilplone & Gliding 209
Scottish Gliding Union Inside back cover
Saoring Oxford 226
The Soaring Press 230
Southdown Aero Services Ltd 223
Southern Soilplanes Bock cover
Speedwell Soilplanes 21
Tab Air Services 224
Tarpaulin & Tent Mfg Co Ltd 205
Thermal Equipment Lid ryal
Thornhill Press 239
Three Counties Aero Club Lid 237
Vickers-Slingsby 198-199, 238
Brian Weare 233
Watls Tyre & Rubber Co Lid 209
Welsh Hang Gliding Centre 240
Wycombe Gliding School Inside back cover
Yorkshire Gliding Club Inside bock cover

Wales is the place!

To learn
the Art of

HANG GLIDING

Two-seater training to solo flying with
Britain's top instructors.

Open 7 days a week.
Weekend and holiday courses.

Write (enclosing stamp) or phone for
details

WELSH HANG GLIDING CENTRE

Crickhowell Powys Wales.
Telephone 0873 810019

-

e J

— R
Gliderwork
C of A OVERHAULS
and REPAIRS

By L. GLOVER senior inspector

Husbands Bosworth Airfield, Near Rugby
Tel: Hushands Bosworth 375

Bristol & Gloucestershire
Gliding Club
Welcomes private owners,
beginners and holiday members at
their unique site in the Cotswolds
Open 7 days per week
Why not ring the club manager
on 045-386 342 or write lo:—
Bristol & Gloucestershire
Gliding Club

Nympsfield, Stonehouse, Glos.
GL10 31X

16

Visitors please contact:

A. J. MIDDLETON
DEESIDE GLIDING CLUB
DINNET

ABOYNE
ABERDEENSHIRE AB3 5LB

TELEPHONE DINNET 339

BREEN HANG GLIDERS

for the best equipment from novice to
expert standard. Find out about the new
way to fly by contacting us now. Write or
tel to New Road, Crickhowell, South
' Wales. Tel Crickhowell 810019,

Instruction now available —ONLY £6.00

DONCASTER SAILPLANE SERVICES

CAN HELP YOU

MAIN UK AGENTS FOR TOST AND WINTER EGI..IIPM!N'I'

Sales & Exchanges CURRENT STOCK

THE NEW *“‘FOX'' BROAD BLADE LOW-
NOISE HIGH EFFICIENCY FALKE
PROPELLER. £80 + VAT

Ka2s HIGH PERFORMANCE 2 SEATER.
£2750Incl. VAT TRAILER AVAILABLE

15.29 & TRAILER E5500 no VAT
New and Used Instruments

ALTIMETERS Mk 19 ASl's
HORIZONS INVERTERS
YARIO's BAROGRAPHS
RELEASE HOOK TEST SERVICE

OTTFUR & TOST HOOKS

RECONDITIONED BY POST

STEEL TUBE WELDING
GLASS-FIBRE REPAIRS

We are now building a new Glass-
Fibre Soilplone Repair Centre at our
Doncaster Alrfield Works.

O.K. BAROGRAPH Bkm
‘Danum’ Transistor Inverters
Small Size. 12v Inp-tt, Fused
Matched to all types of horizon
(State type when ordering)

Large Stocks of Ply, Fabrie,
Tyres, Dope, elc T

The new “'Supersafe’ Tost Europa Hook now in stock

DONCASTER AIRFIELD, S. YORKSHIRE
Telephone: 0302 57695 and 61713
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GLIDING &
CORFT!lﬁnG cLuB Come anc!goag !h?NoTNh Daowns Gll Ds ICN°G1.Tl|’sN|1° N

Gliding courses in modern fleet from May at Challock
7th - BGA fully rated instructors — fine Begin gliding by coming Portmoak Telephone
soaring — lovely coastal airfield - ideal on a weekly training course g“'ﬁ_aﬂd“'t'“ ?jgﬂa!ld“'t"ll
: : ; y Kinross 2
for a different family holiday. Holiday courses for advanced pilots Scotland
7 ; from: Ridge site with winch and aerolow
Detalls, viCr RREARGEE S facilities. Both for £66.00—£69.00 per THE WAVE SITE
lusive of accommeodation, on : 7
The Course Secretary woex it : Excellent Hill, Thermal and
- = : instruction and VAT. Wave soaring in beautiful surroundings
Cornish Gliding & Flying Club, For colour ‘brochure, writé to The Full ac stion avallable vith
Trevellas Airfield, Perranporth, Secretary: — u au;*-t a 10: r:’ :: W
Cornwall. Kent Gliding Club, e d“‘ i e
CHALLOCK, ASHFORD, KENT, ‘lying 7 days per week all ye
TelephOIfte_F:c_mhleven ey ) Telephone Challock 274 or 307 Resident Instructor

Aerotow and Motor Falke facilities

Summer Holiday Courses from

—_— L@'—r e Fly where the buzzards fly! April to September

- Visitors and visiting aircraft welcome
LONDON GLIDING CLUB hicka s Ll Yeove e kit e

Wi B
Dunstable Downs, Bedfordshire inch or Bungey
Telephone: 0582 63419

Midland Gliding Club Limited

Situated at the foot of the Chiltern WYCOMBE AIRWAYS
hills, and within easy reach of GLIDING ELYING
London and the Midlands by road

(just off the M1). The Club has a THE LONG MYND SchooL et i RLDS

comprehensive fleet of dual and

solo aircraft, reliable launching GLIDING CLUB

equipment including tug aircraft. Holiday Cours Aero tows and a modern training fleet

This famous site has plentiful ther- P Y i ensure trouble-free training to a high

mals in summer and hill soaring Aprll-OcIober standard. Modern Club-house, Bar and

with favourable winds throughout : Canteen. Accommodation available. Our

the year. Resident instructors, Private Owners Welcome e Nl gt e g

catering every day (weekends only , i YRR D09

in winter), licensed bar, accom- (Please book in Advance) SBq ¥R Sois.

modation and other facilities. ;

Visliors yalagmme; Course Secretary THE SECRETARY (SG), WYCOMBE
Write for Course brochures o oulvan AYeiug, Tinpories «b GLIDING SCHOOL, WYCOMBE AIR
or club membership details to the arrp?.::,mébt 073 3086 PARK, BOOKER, MARLOW, BUCKS.
Manager, or ring 0582 63419, (9om-9pm) Tel. High Wycombe 29263

% ab-initio to advanced training G Ll D I N G CLU B :

= % circuits to cross country

% aerotow or auto launch WAVE FLYING
THERMAL SOARING

WHERE'S THIS — LASHAM! SRR LIS

Derek Piggott, our C.F.l,, leads a team of professional instructors

on
SHGANC A0 AR08 Details from the SECRETARY

We shall be pleased to send you details, apply: YORKSHIRE GLIDING CLUB

Manageh SUTTON BANK

LASHAM AIRFIELD, Nr. ALTON, HANTS THIRSK

Telephone Herriard 270 YORKSHIRE
Telephone SUTTON 237




SOUTHERN
SAILPLANES

(RALPH JONES)

MEMBURY AIRFIELD

LAMBOURN, BERKS
Telephone Lambourn (0488) 71774

Gliding is our business

Can we help you?

socvccansion QOHEMPP HIRTH e

manufacturers of a range of High performance sailplanes to meet your requirements.

Telephone Lambourn (0488) 71774 for details



