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SLINGSBY

/ . Leading manufacturers and suppliers of equipment for gliding and light aviation

OFFER THE FOLLOWING FOR

TRAINING...

1IS28B2 TWO SEAT TANDEM GLIDER - Unrepeatable -
unbeatable value -at £6,300 each, including instruments.

T61G FALKE -Limbach 60hp engine gives improved
performance. Installation of horn-balanced rudder gives
improved handling. Variable pitch prop.option improves
climb, cruise and glide - £15,200 or available on lease.

SOARING...

SPORT VEGA - Excellent value at £7,950

VEGA -‘Special offer’- price reduced for a limited period
to £9,300.

INSTRUMENTS...

A wide selection competitively priced.

REPAIRS

We offer a speedy, high quality service to get you flying
again in the minimum time with the least fuss.

Note: all prices exclude VAT - chargeable at 15% at time of going to press.

For further information write to or phone Roger Bull
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SLINGSBY ENGINEERING LIMITED

Kirkbymoorside, York YO8 6EZ, England. Tel.0751 31751 Telex 57911
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Believe it or not Department

I can’t remember what my last trick was, but as the conjurers
say, for my next trick I will do the impossible. 1 will prove that
gliding is not really becoming more expensive. (Cries of “*chuck
'im aht etc etc’” from the innumerate louts at the bar.) Seri-
ously, folks, it can be contended that in real terms gliding is no

Wife, three |
C’H'fdf'eﬂ aﬂﬂ' :.- 3 28
Kestrel to |
Support

more ruinous than it ever was — it may even be cheaper. Look
at this little graph. It shows the cross-country performance of

REAL PRICE + PERFORMANCE
1958-1980

# Darl 17 (1966)

# Olympia 2b (1958)

PRICE IN 1970 £s
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PERFORMANCE : BGA Handicap (for 20kt wind)
British-built gliders since 1958, when 1 joined the movement,
compared with their real price after taking out inflation. (I have
left out foreign gliders because of the problem of calculating
exchange rate changes, transporl costs, duty etc.) As perfor-
mances have increased, so have real prices — but more or less
pro rata. So a Kestrel cost three times more than an Olympia,
but performed three times as well.

Just goes to show you can prove anything with figures, doesn’t
it?

Well, yes, up to a point. | admit to massaging the stats a bit;
so for instance the wind speed | have assumed to be 20kt. That
sounds a bit high, since the average wind speed at 3000ft April
to September is |7kt. However | have increased the wind factor
— which effectively reduces the performance index of the older
gliders — to allow for the well-known facts that lower
performance gliders:

(a) Often fail to cross the gap to the next thermal — some-
thing totally ignored in handicap tables which assume all
gliders have no difficulty whatever in reaching the Stan-
dard British Thermal.
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First in a new series
of irreverent columns

PLATYPUS

{b) Make zero ground speed into wind in some conditions
and cannot complete the task at all.

(c) Have to use the nearest available lift rather than the
strongest, therefore achieving lower rates of climb than
high-penetration ships.

(d) For the above reasons also have to make large diver-
sions from track to stay airborne.

All in all 1 would say that the handicap factor necessary to
take all of that into account should be at least 10kt extra, not
just the extra three | have used.

Sorry, I haven't finished. In 1960 nearly every cross-country
ended in a retrieve. A typical Diamond goal flight of 300km
would entail 800km driving, countless phone calls and dinner
for a ravenous crew. Nowadays the marginal cost of a 300 and
500km flight is £6 or so for an aerotow.

In short the real cost per kilometre flown was far greater 20
years ago than it is today. So let's have less whingeing, as JJ
would say.

A Glider Pilot Bold was he . ..

That little ditty about the farmer's daughter and the other
expenses incidental to cross-country flying in days of yore
might soon be a nostalgic memory if Mike Fairman’s sugges-
tions in the last S&G, p203, are taken to heart. He suggests an
end to out-landings in farmers’ fields by removing some of the
distance points achieved when a contest pilot fails to land at a
safe, recognised landing field. At present the points lost or
gained in a failed race can be quite disproportionate to the dis-
tance flown and the temptation to fly on till a spud hits the
wheel is strong. The damage — and worse — is likewise out of
proportion. We have already got away from the silliness of
frantic road races back to the field by simply banning relights

SWIMMING
STRICTLY
PROHIBITED

from outlandings. Penalties for not landing on a proper silte (or a
farmer's field that is safe, aerotowable and agreed with the
owner in advance) are easy to apply. In fact scoring would be
much simplified since the nit-picking over exactly where a pilot
came down would be eliminated: he could only be scored as
having landed at one of a specified list of places, the details of
each of which one could, if need be, store in the computer at the
start of the contest,
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| Must go Down to the Sea Again

One of the conditions which | insist upon in agreeing to write
this column is that I am not required to be consistent either
from one issue to the next, or even from one paragraph to the
next, After the above call for due retribution to be exacted from
pilots who stray from approved fields, 1 now want to lament the
passing of one of the great delights of long-distance flying in the
old days — the sight and smell of the sea.

Generations of young contest pilots have never soared the
cliffs of North Devon, chased the sea breeze along Portland Bill
or inspected the multi-coloured shallows of The Wash from
cloudbase. A typical contest these days is six or seven triangles

HUSBANDS
BOSWORTH

| Welcomes
Careful Pilots

all going through Husbands Bosworth. One flight merges into
another in the memory, with little that is unforgettably colourful
to savour in the winter months.

Next season (it's always Next Season when these great
things get done) I'm going to set myself the task of photograph-
ing Britain's lighthouses — and getting back home. Many a time
I’ve flown in thermals that leaned miles out to sea and beautiful
it was too. It's ultra-cautious to assume that any place within 30
miles of the water will be sea-breezed and unsoarable. Part of
the trick is to get there early before the sea breeze forces its way
inland; in addition, a reasonably strong wind day is needed
when the wind is blowing more or less straight towards the
coast. The cumulus can sometimes be seen streeting way out
over the water. It can be done in Skylarks, so it can be done in
modern ships. (What can be done? ED). Getting back, of
course,

If you can’t be Good be Careful

Saw a chap climbing into a desperately tatty-looking glider
the other day — discoloured, patchy paint, odd holes and
graunch-marks everywhere, seemingly held together with Sel-
lotape (the glider I mean, not the pilot) while wearing a quite
superb new parachute.

First reaction was ‘*how daft, having a run-down aircraft like
that and spending so much on an immaculate "chute!™

On second thoughts, not daft at all . . .
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50 YEARS AGO
Lively While It Lasted

A. E. SLATER

The assumption that a flourishing gliding club is one that goes
from strength to strength, year after year, was disproved just 50
years ago by the sudden demise of a Scarborough Gliding Club.
It started as the result of a dance band leader seeing a news-
paper report of the Gliding Lunch of December 1929 and com-
ing round to see Fred Slingsby in his furniture shop, knowing
him to be an ex RFC and RAF pilot. They put a piece in the
local paper and got a response from lots of people including the
manager of a luxury hotel in the middle of the town who invited
them to hold committee meetings in it and was at once made
club Chairman.

After the Itford demonstrations in June by Kronfeld, with his
Wien, and Magersuppe, with his Professor, both were invited
to demonstrate at Scarborough on Castle Hill, which includes a
cliff facing the sea,

Before a crowd of 5000 Magersuppe, who was launched first,
went into a steep bank, caught the lower wingtip on a fence at
the edge of the cliff, and flopped down onto the sea, where he
sat on top of the glider till rescued.

A difference of opinion

As to the cause of the accident, Slingsby said the wingtip
holder hung on too long; Latimer-Needham, who was present,
told me that Kronfeld held the wingtip and kept it rather low;
and Kronfeld in his book attributed the accident to wind cur-
rents around windward-facing cliffs and steep slopes, on which
he gave a long dissertation,

Magersuppe was then taken on as instructor. He soon got
bored with the Dagling and recommended a Kassal dual control
two-seater, costing £250. But how to rajse the money? The hotel
manager had the answer: he gathered his wealthier regulars to
listen to a pep talk about Youth and Britain's future in the air
and all that, in which Amy Johnson and some BGA bigwigs
took part, and actually raised the money. But the club still owed
the BGA £75 which they had lent to help in laying on the Castle
Hill show, and to get it the BG A sued the club, won the action,
and took the Kassel in lieu of payment. They then sold it to a
London Club group — I forget how much for, but my share was
£5. Slingsby’s reaction was to go off and build his first glider, a
Falcon [, so that's how the club ended and he began. -1

WESTLEY A/RCRAFET

Complete Aircraft Manufacture. Repairs to
G.R.P,, steel tube, wood, metal, C.A.A. Argon
arc welding, respray and refabric.
SIMON WESTLEY
65 Brooklands Drive, Leighton Buzzard
Beds. LU7 BPE
Tel. 0525-379567
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PADERBORN 1980, suly 20 — August 10

RIKA HARWOOD

Paderborn 1980 was much more of a mini World Champion-
ships than one could have anticipated as many countries had
entered their top pilots. They came from Argentina, Australia,
Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, France,
Gt Britian, Guernsey, Holland, Italy, New Zealand, Norway,
Poland, Romania, South Africa, Sweden and Switzerland, In
all 89 pilots flew 83 gliders, of which 34 were entered by Ger-
man pilots. The Classes were divided as follows:

Open Class, 19 pilots (incl 4 German) flew 16 gliders, 12

pilots had flown in previous World Championships.

15m Class, 39 pilots (incl 12 German) flew 37 gliders, 17

pilots had flown in previous World Championships.

Standard Class, 31 pilots (incl 18 German) flew 30 gliders,

four pilots had flown in previous World Championships.

It is therefore more than pleasing to note that our Team
Squad members acquitted themselves so well including a (last)
Day win in the Open by George Lee and in the 15m Class by
Brian Spreckley who finished in third place overall. (Neither
Brian or Chris Garton had ever competed abroad, Ted
Lysakowski having been to Angers once.) The experience our
Squad members gained shows the importance of flying in a new
area with different features and meteorological conditions, getting
used to different maps and a host of other things without being
under the same stress as the World Championships themselves
would create, but with little time to get accustomed to them
then.

Luckily we got some flying in during the practice week as
only five contest days were achieved in the Open and 15m
Class, whilst the Standard Class had to be content with the
minimum of four days.

July 29, Day 1 Open Class, 287km triangle.

Under difficult conditions which turned out rather worse than
forecast no one completed the task. Rantet of France and
Broch of Germany both in Nimbus 2c¢ shared equal first with
274km. Chris and Ted came fifth and sixth with 243.5 and
240.6km respectively. Hidden stones broke the tail end of
Chris's fuselage but an all night repair at Oerlinghausen was
quickly arranged and the Nimbus was back on site the following
day.

The 15m Class had been set the same triangle but this was
changed on the grid to a goal and return to the second TP —
188km. No one completed this reduced task either but four
pilots managed to reach the airfield at Paderborn-Lippstadt,
175km, to share equal first — Colombo (ltaly), Peter,
Schramme and Gantenbrink (Germany), the first three in
ASW-20s, the latter in a Ventus. Brian was 24th with 144km

COOK VARIOMETER WENSLEY COMPASS

60MM DIAL
THE WEAK LIFT VARIO

GIMBAL MOUNT
ALSO
REVERS DIAL WITH MIRROR

J. HARDY INSTRUMENTS LTD.
HONEYSUCKLE COTTAGE, WENSLEY, MATLOCK, DERBYSHIRE
Tel: DARLEY DALE 062983 2652

212

and 752pts. The task for the Standard Class was cancelled.
July 31, Day 2 Open and 15m Class, 308km triangle.

In general conditions proved better than forecast and all in
the Open Class completed with speeds ranging from 99.54km/h
for Rantet to 58.13km/h for David Innes (Guernsey), Chris
came second with 90.5km/h and Ted, who flew the task without
a vario, and had his last launch for the day one hour after the
majority had gone, managed a creditable ninth place with
83.53km/h. They now occupied fourth and sixth place overall,

The winning speed in the 15m Class was 94.94km/h and a win
for the second time by Schramme. Brian achieved 91.58km/h
for eighth place and 939pts and moved from 24th to 11th place
overall.

The Standard Class had its first task, a 273.2km triangle,
which was won convincingly by Walter Schneider (Germany) in
his new LS-4 at 88.75km/h.

August 1, Day 3 A 506.8km triangle for the Open; a 446.8km
triangle for the 15m and a 398.6km quadrilateral for the Stan-
dard Class.

Like Day | conditions turned out more difficult than forecast
and again it was distance only for the Open Class with the
Czechs coming equal first with 427.6km. Ted came eighth with
391.4km for 904pts and Chris took tenth place with 372.2km and
853pts. Ted kept his overall position and Chris was fifth.

In the 15m Class only Ingo Renner (Australia), LS-3, landed
within 1000m of the finish line to achieve full distance marks.
Brian did well with 415.8km for fifth place and 922pts while six
pilots did not score. Brian gained another two places in the
overall positions and was now ninth,

World Champion’s day

In the Standard Class the current World Champion, Baer
Selen (Holland), won the day with 349.8km.

August 4, Day 4 After two no flying days the tasks for the
Open and 15m Class was a 373km triangle. A 293.6km triangle
was sel for the Standard.

Unfortunately first take-off was delayed with the result that
at the end of the day a number of pilots landed one or two
thermals short of the finish. Only Broch (Germany), in the
Open Class crossed the finish line having averaged 60.43km/h
to get full distance marks.

At last George Lee had entered the flying arena as the previ-
ous weekend had been a washout and all he had achieved so far
was a short test flight. He *‘mislaid'" himself a little towards the
end of the day and by the time he had located himself he could
no longer reach the finish line. He and Ted came equal fourth
with 360.6km and 917pts apiece. Chris was not too happy hav-
ing landed about halfway along the route in a difficult patch and
too low to make a recovery.

In the 15m Class there was a tremendous upheaval when,
within the first hour, landing reports came in from well-known
pundits such as Gantenbrink, Renner, Peter and Manfred
Dick, all less than 40km out. Another bunch landed around the
first TP between 70 and 118kms, Then after a long pause
Brian's landing pin, short of the second TP, showed him well
ahead as he had landed relatively early 254.8km away, but
slowly he was overtaken by the last 18 still airborne, 16 of
which managed over 300km. However, having beaten five of
the eight pilots ahead of him in the overall placings he moved
ahead to fifth overall although only 19th for the day.

SAILPLANE & GLIDING



In the Standard Class, 13 pilots flew over 227km, the winner
with 271.4km was Heinz Hammerle (Austria), in a DG-100.
Seven pilots did not score.

August 7, Day 5 No flying took place on August § and 6
and today's task was a 211.4km triangle for the Open and 15m,
and a 207.8km triangle for the Standard Class.

They were cautious tasks as there was a threat of cirrus com-
ing in during the afternoon, but so far the conditions had been
either better or worse than forecast — today they were better
although not entirely without problems especially near the first
TP. For the first time during this contest start times became
important. In the Open Class they took place between 1305 for
David Innes and 1358 for George Lee. The first five at the
end of the day had all left after 1323 with George 32min after
Rantet. When he called to change to the finish line frequency
we knew he had 3min in hand to beat Rantet who had averaged
85.55km/h the best so far. With 87.57km/h George flashed past
the finish to win on his second day in the contest.

Time lost initially

Chris had left too early at 1315 whilst Ted lost time on the
first leg. They averaged 70.34 and 70.91km/h and were 11th and
tenth respectively for the day.

Only three pilots started after Brian who had left at 1340 with
times ranging from 1254 to 1344 for the whole Class. He was not
too happy around the first TP when he had to slow down
somewhat not realising that others had the same trouble. With a
fast last downwind leg, however, he was the only pilot to aver-
age over 80km/h and with his 1000pts he moved up to third
overall.

The winning speed in the Standard Class was achieved by
Dierkes (Germany), LS-1f at 72.70km/h.

This proved to be the last day’s flying — once more the
weather intervened and the contest was over.

As already mentioned, the experience gained by our Team
Squad members by flying against pilots of known ability in this
mini World contest will stand them in good stead if selected to

Final Leading Results:

Open Class Points  15m Class Points
I Rantet, France 4783 I Schramme, ASW-20 4385
2 Broch, Germany 4499 Germany !

3 Marousekf Vavra, 4374 2 Bluekens, Belgium ASW-20 4244

Czechoslovakia 3 Spreckley, ASW-20 4151

6 Lysakowski, Gr Britain 4079 Gt Britain {

10 Garton, Gt Britain 3629  Standard Class Points

15 Lee, Gt Britain (two days) 1917 | Schneider, Germany LS4 3351

Std Cirrus 3221
Std Jantar 3191

(All in Nimbus 2C or 2B except
Lee in ASW-17)
The Organisation

Taking into account the large number of foreign entries and
the fact that this contest was arranged without any subsidy,
organised largely by Paderborn club members, many of whom
had never taken part in an international contest before, one can
only praise their efforts. Seen as a dress rehearsal many lessons
were learnt by the organisers and without doubt these will be
discussed and improved upon over the next nine months. Pos-
sible improvements have already been made known to the
organisers by various members of the International Jury of
which good note was taken. The one thing we hope they will not
change is the marvellous welcome each and every guest
received. The members as well as their families, who had taken
on a job, fell over backwards to try and help and please wher-
ever possible. No problem was too much to sort out and every-
thing was done with a smile whether it was laundry, electric
lights for our tents, repairs, even accommodation — a solution
was always found.

We therefore would like to join Fred Weinholtz who in his
closing speech on behalf of CIVV thanked the helpers in the
kitchen, the bar and the basement and would only add — “‘and
so say all of us"’.

The announcement that the German Aero Club has found a
way to appoint Fred Weinholtz as World Championships
Director in 1981 was welcomed by all those present. It was felt
that with his great experience at International level and World
Championships he more than anyone can guide and steer his
team of organisers and helpers to ensure a successful 17th
World Gliding Championships — we wish him luck and hope
that the weather gods look favourably on Paderborn and its

2 Navas, France
3 Kepka, Poland

represent our counfry next year. surroundings come next May. =
B G A MAIL ORDER
“With one bound he was at her side..." No, we don't stock that book — but we have got the

to the books sold by the BGA

and the airfield is sopping

keep the magazines in at £3.40.

B_GA BEANY HAT for only £1.40.

Order these items from

JOHNSON FLIGHT TESTS available at only £3.75.
Glider pilots should never say nay

cos if the thermals aren’t popping

You can read them on a rainy day

Our office cleaner says that's a pathetic last line and the best (in her opinion) alternative
received from a reader before the end of October will be rewarded with a free year’s
subscription to S&G. Of course the winner will then need one of our special S&G BINDERS to

And don't torget you think better when wearing one of the BGA SWEATSHIRTS in
dark blue for £6.95 (S, M, L or XL) and a brain cooling, rain stopping, lip smacking

BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION

SALES DEPT., FREEPOST, LEICESTER LE1 7ZB

or ask us to send you our complete sales list

Telephone 0533 51051
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For the first time in its history would-be
entrants to an International Vintage
Glider Rally had to be turned away. But
only just: there were 53 applicants for 50
places so only three were disappointed,
but there may be a lot more than three of
them in future. The number of sailplanes
entered by each country (with number of
pilots in brackets) were; Gt Britain 24
(60), W Germany 11 (18), Switzerland 6
(14), Holland 4 (7), France 5 (5). Butl
total campers vastly exceeded total
pilots because so many brought their
families to sample the pure air of a York-
shire moor at 1500ft. To accommodate
them all, a large field had to be hired
from a neighbouring farmer and campers
were asked to pay him direct, so each
briefing would end with the words: **Will
those who have not yet paid the farmer
.+« (There were 90 tents in this field).

As at Miinster in 1978, the Interna-
tional Vintage Glider Club's tent under
Frances Furlong's direction soon
became the social centre of the meeting,
but this time with lots of outside chairs
interspersed with standing room, from
which more German than English chat-
ter would float out over the airfield, Also
it had to be stocked with a far greater
supply of food, since the Yorkshire
Club’s kitchen only laid on supper and
two kinds of breakfast — **English’’ and
**Continental”” (most of the Continentals
chose the English).

Faces from the past kept turning up in
ones, twos and droves, beginning with
Dudley Hiscox who had just celebrated
his 86th birthday (he last flew solo in
1978). There were far too many of them

Infernational Vintane

‘at SUTTON BANK

A.E.SLATER

Eighth International Vintage
Glider Rally, July 26-August 3

for individual mention but many were
former Yorkshire Club members, and
there was an air of expectancy before the
arrival of Norman Sharpe, Chairman of
the Yorkshire Club for much of its life

“Fluff" Slingsby talking to Mike Russell. His
recently and partly restored Petrel alongside was
designed by Slingsby Sailplanes in 1938. Photo:
Chris Wills.

and, before that, founder or its leading
predecessor, the Bradford Gliding Club,
in 1930. "*Fluff " Slingsby also looked in.
Another veteran was Jack Desbery, who

AMF ENTERPRISES
(ANGUS FLEMING)

FOR TOWING STABILITY
POPULAR GLIDER FITTINGS
AVAILABLE FROM STOCK
~JACKING BELLY TROLLEY
FUSELAGE MOUNTED TAILPLANE

TOP QUALITY METAL GLIDER TRAILERS FOR
THE DISCERNING OWNER — WELL KNOWN

@

came o the London Gliding Club from
Oxford University Air Squadron in 1931
and soon became its leading pilot. He
was so enthused with it all, what with a
spell of ridge soaring in a T-21, and
seeing the marvellously resurrected
Rhonsperber in which he held an original
share, that he felt the call again and has
joined the Thames Valley Gliding Club
at Booker.

The weather was the only disappoint-
ment of this year's Rally. On every early
morning but one the site was bathed in
mist or fog, though cumulus, not very
good looking, would sometimes be seen
through it as it thinned. The sea breeze
was usually blamed for any later deterio-
ration, One outstanding feature of the
flying was the entire absence of prangs,
either on the site or from outlandings,
during the whole ten days.

Monday, the first competition day,
brought a record number of launches for
a vintage meeting — 108, plus 24 by
Yorkshire Club members, making 132
for the day, thanks mainly to the number
of tugs satisfying the demand for repea-
ted launches, there being no more than
a short spell of possible soaring weather
in the early afternoon. The Tutor got
away lo the only outlanding, in a
recommended field two-thirds of the way
down the hill, identifiable by some bor-
dering bushes cut into the shape of birds.

Tuesday brought lots more launches
and two events: a children’s party and,
for adults, a showing of the film **Plane
Sailing™*, mostly made around this site in
1934; unedited except for removal of the
last few seconds of the Wren's spin with

EXAMPLE
~ NIMBUS 2
. COMPLETE
. FITTINGS

PIPER SUPER CUBS

CSE are sole suthorised disitributors for the
versatile Plper PA-18 Super Cub and all other
Piper aircrah in the UK. and Eire. Full suppon

SOLAR BATTERY CHARGER {Roo! Panel)
'WINGFIL' WATER BALLAST PUMP (3 g.p.m.)
VERY STABLE COLLAPSIBLE TRIPOD TRESTLE
AND NOW OUR LATEST DEVELOPMENT
WATER BALLAST TROLLEY (10 your capacity)

very Lightweight  /roW BEHIND THE CAR

DEUOON TYRES  (STOW IN THE TRAILER

services for engines and airframes for all Piper
pircrall are offered at our Oxford Airport main-
lenance facility.

For el details of Super Cubs
contacl Dick Stratton (ext 244).

CSE Aviation Limited
Oxford Alrport, Kidlington, Oxford OX5 1RA
Tel: Kidlington (086-75) 4321. Telex: 83204

YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
NOW GET THE BEST!

MEMBURY AIRFIELD
LAMBOURN, BERKSHIRE

Lambourn (0488) 72224
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accompanying terminalogical inexacti-
tude about the pilot being uninjured.

Wednesday was prelly poor, starting
with the site in cloud and around 9am
thunderclaps three to five seconds after
each lightning flash; but a bit of sun in
the afternoon allowed 30 launches with
lhr 15min soaring on the west slope.
Evening: bottle party with bonfire.

Al briefing a request had been put out
to keep children around the launch point
under control *‘since they are the glider
pilots of tomorrow. "™

Thursday brought good cumulus giv-
ing over 80hrs’ flying time from a record
160 launches, with two outlandings. The
English-owned Moswey 3 reached
cloudbase and was up over 3hrs
"because it took the pilot so long to get
back."”” Thermal strengths were up to
6kt.

On Friday a spot landing competition
was laid on as unstable weather was not
expected till 1800hrs. In the afternoon
the Lord Mayor of York paid a visit. In
the evening a Dutch bonfire wouldn't
light, unlike the Swiss one of the night
before.

On Saturday night the big hangar was
cleared for a folk dance evening with
music by a local folk-dance band. A
party went 40 miles to Sir George
Cayley’s country seat to see John
Sproule unveil a memorial plaque to him
after a talk on his life’'s work by a
descendant, followed in the village hall
by Sproule’s film showing that an aero-
plane built on principles already known
to Sir George would actually fly in the
hands of Derek Piggott. The party from
Sutton Bank was then entertained to a
twilight supper in the descendant’s gar-
den.

The Spyr 5 which gained second place in the Concours d'Elegance. It is owned by the Roth brothers
who have taken 2700hrs restoring the glider. Photo: Chris Wills.

The Cayley party got back to see the
country dance festival still going strong.
There had been a distribution to each
pilot of a beautiful numbered plate
inscribed ‘‘8th International Vintage
Glider Rally, England 1980, around a
painting of an airborne sailplane against
a cumulus sky and you know it's a vin-
tage one because the sun shines through
its fabric.

Prizes

First prize to Rodi Morgan for
12 000hrs’ work on his Rhénsperber
(BGA 60). This was the showpiece of
the meeting. It spent the war out of
doors and got into a dreadful state: many
hands had a go at it, but it needed some-
one of Rodi's energy to complete its
rehabilitation. Second prize {0 Roth
brothers (Switzerland) for their Spyr 5
two-seater (HB 369). Third prize to Ken
Fripp for his Hiitter H17 (BGA 490).
Prize for longest flight to Werner
Tschorn (Germany) for a total of 7hrs
plus in his Weihe 50.

What of next year’s prizes? Chris
Wills, President of the international
body, who seemed to be here, there and
everywhere ensuring the meeting's suc-
cess, announced that the next Rally will
be in Germany at Bad Feuerstein, the

Rodi Morgan with his prize-winning Rhénsperber which was flown this year for the first time since
1940. This glider was first In the 1938 and 1939 British Nationals. Photo: Chris Wills.
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site of many international motor glider
contests in the past.

Entries

The glider types entered were:

Gt Britain: Rhonsperber, Scud 2, Gull
1, Viking, 2 Petrel, Tutor, 2 Grunau
Baby, H-17, Sky, Kite 2, Kranich, T-21,
T-31, Olympia-Meise, Kestrel, Rhon-
bussard, Rheinland, Mu-13D, Weihe,
Moswey 3.

Germany: 2 Grunau Baby, 2 Meise,
Mu-13Dp, K-6, Condor 4, Cumulus,
Weihe, Libelle.

Switzerland: Kranich, Minimoa,
Moswey 3, Spyr 5, Spalinger SI8,
Meise.

Holland: 2 Prefect, 2 Goevier 3.

France: 3 Nord 1300, Castel 3018,
Castel 258.

Of course no vintage enthusiast will be
satisfied with a mere list like this. He (or
she) will want to know, of every aircraft,
a vast number of details, starting with
how, where and when found and ending
with by whom, when and where
restored, with lots of technical details in
between. You will find these in the bulle-
tins of the Vintage Glider Club of Great
Britain: Secretary Mrs. Frances Fur-
long, 60 Well Road, Otford, near
Sevenoaks, Kent.

STORCOMM

Rugged reliable communication

TR 7603 — 2 watt, two-unit air set

TR 7804 — 5 watt, dash mount wehicle
set

Both sets have four channel capability

with 130.4, 130.1 and 129.9 fitted as

standard.

Receivers have 8-pole crystal filter to

define selectivity.

Supplied absolutely complete and ready

to use.

Send for detailed information to:

George Storey
H.T. Communications
P.O. Box 4
SUNBURY ON THAMES
Middlesex, TW16 7TTA

Making glider radios since 1967
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Ever since 1'd heard about it in April and particularly since 1'd
seen the prototype, helping to retrieve it from a soggy field near
Duxford during the 1980 Dunstable Nationals, I'd fancied fly-
ing Glasfliigel's new ship, the GLASFLUGEL 304. (The result
of listening to the radio chat when your own task week is getting
washed away can keep you busy!)

In June I unexpectedly found myself on a business trip to
Germany and by sheer coincidence enough time to hop on three
trains, a bus and a car to visit Glasfliigel's factory in a pictures-
que valley between Stuttgart and Ulm. (All after hurried organ-
isation via Tony Hanfrey, the UK agent). The General Man-
ager, Dieter Fiirst, who was most hospitable, explained the
concept behind the new machine before | shared a trip with a
German couple to the local gliding site for a test flight. The
small strip is at the foot of local hills (complete with fairytale
castle) and on that day was operating with a 15kt crosswind.

Even with the unfamiliar *'root at the front™, German trailer
rigging was quick and simple — controls connected automati-
cally and only the main pin was loose. The wings rig tongue in
fork with the main pin to one side and a tool is provided to draw
the wings together.

In appearance the ship is typically Glasfligel, the most obvi-
ous new features being the almost pointed nose, the completely
new canopy arrangement and the attractive paint scheme. I also
noticed the new fuselage air exhaust neatly faired in behind the
tailwheel.

Hinged instrument panel

As I'd come so far it was my turn first. Getting in, surprise —
there was no instrument panel in the way — it hinged up with
the canopy. There was little chance of taking-off with the canopy
closed but unlatched as two very obvious black handles stick
out from the canopy frame until you fold them away flush to
lock it. Unlike its predecessor, the 304's canopy aclion was
beautifully balanced, the supporting gas strut either easing the
canopy lightly but firmly to the open or shut position from a
neutral point and no assistance was necessary. A second pair of
handles, in red, operate latches that secure the canopy to the
instrument housing. Operating this releases the canopy
together with instrument cover, either for instrument servicing
or for emergency bail out.

As 1 settled into position I felt that the cockpit was designed
around the pilot rather than something having to be fitted into
the aircraft. Fresh air is available through new small car-type
vents on the corners of the panel and can be directed and
opened and closed by the pilot — additional distributed outlets
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A Flying Visit to Glasfligel

A flight test on the
304 by PETER LIGHT
who has been gliding for

ten years, instructs and currently

flies a flapped 15m at Avon Soaring Centre.

feed air to the canopy for demisting. The panel is large enough
to take a full complement of instruments that we regard as so
important in the UK.

Being well over 6ft 1 was particularly grateful for the adjust-
able rubber pedals, seat back, head restraint and thigh supports,
which 1 could change in flight and 1 found the cockpit area
comfortably large enough for a warmly dressed me, maps and
other kit.

Having noted that the altimeter and vario read in metres and
the ASI1 in km/h I settled down to enjoy my flight. The take-off
run and tow out behind the Robin tug were smooth and un-
eventful, but in true Robin/Germany style, steep! Aileron
control was excellent from the start.

Flew for more than an hour

Being confined by airspace restrictions in the vicinity of
Stuttgart Airporl to 2100ft over site, I flew near the tops of the
hills/mountains in the region. | was fortunate in finding weak
and scrappy thermals coming off the west facing slopes to extend
my flight to well over an hour. The glider displayed all the
qualities we have come to expect from Glasfliigel — light con-
trols, responsiveness, push button trimming and flap lever com-
ing easily to hand. It was a truly effortless and pleasant glider to
fly. I found 1 was able to thermal very comfortably at 45kt.
Stalling was preceded by plenty of warning and displayed no
tendency for the wing to drop. Stall speeds varied from 35kt in
landing flap to 38kt in neutral flap, which in view of the high
wing loading of the much filled, smoothed and modified pro-
totype wings bears out the claim that the stall speed has been
reduced (these figures will be less on production gliders).

Before the end of a very enjoyable flight I had a last zoom
over the castle and returned to the airfield. Being unaccustomed
to the slope of the surrounding hills, and the site being very
small with a stiff crosswind, I was thankful for the very power-
ful flap brakes, enabling a steep approach with no fear of pan-
caking should I have to close them. The touch down was
smooth and any tendency to float killed instantly by opening
fully the airbrakes after round out.

A few personal thoughts and technical details from the factory
The new glider really is a second generation 15 metre flapped
sailplane. The main departures from earlier designs lie in two
aspects — in the new wing profile designed with the help of
Akaflieg Braunschweig, whose recent exploits include the
World Championship winning §B-11, and the world’s best per-
forming glider, the SB-10. The new profile retains a normal
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thickness chord ratio which makes for a light weight and
economic structure in glass, and a strong structure in carbon to
enable a 17 metre tipped version to be built, without com-
promising flap or weight limits.

I understand the carbon version will be available early next
year and that a motor version is also being contemplated. In
flight the new section is claimed to provide a much improved
climb rate, with a 109 lower stall speed and therefore thermal-
ling speed. High speed sink rates are also reduced by 10%.
Comparison flights with today's most successful Racing Class
gliders have been very encouraging and show that the 304 can
outclimb the opposition while running with it at a given wing
loading, or else climb with the opposition and outrun it when
carrying higher wing loading.

Concealed plumbing and wiring

The other aspect is the cockpit ergonomics. Here Glasfliigel
appear to have gone much further than I believe any other
manufacturer. The instrument housing pivots upwards at the
front together with the canopy. A new tongue and groove seal
with a soft inlaid tube gasket, and gas strul supporl, ensures
perfect sealing with well balanced stiction free opening and
closing. The whole assembly is well finished, with flush fitting
latches and concealed operating rods. Plumbing and wiring is
hidden from sight and runs through the pivot centre and under
the forward cockpit floor which is double skinned for strength.
(It struck me as useful for those finding themselves flying
through dry stone walls at Camphill or landing wheel up on a
little Rissington runway!)

You remember the German couple? As 1 left for the airport,
having decided that our syndicate could just about afford one,
the German couple ordered a 304 and a carbon Hornet — one
each!

REGIONALS RESULT

WESTERN REGIONALS — Nympsfiald. June §-15

No. Pilot Sailglane Day 1.88 | Day 298 | Day 3.12.6 | Oay 4.126 | Day 515.6] Total
Heap 217 .3km B} 207 Vkm —| 166.05km B 150.05km &4 117.8km A} Poinis
! FRoberts. D. 114 Kestrel 19 2 65 939 B65 a2 na
2 Burton. G E 96 Carman JP
15-38as° 844 ] 1000 1000 2 2865
3 Jones. R 118 Nimbus 2 819 52 an 702 250 aroa
4 Slsaken, L 118 Nimbus 2 588 43 a7z 811 2 2483
S Crawshiw, G.H. ]100 DG-100 804 DONF 289 873 28 204
8 Sharmman, A B84 K-fica 208 0 T66 700 501 H7s
T Morris. G. D 98 St Cirrus® 188 1] 718 788 313 2005
8 Hodsman,D.A. |108 Mini Nimbus 836 (1] 56 699 a7 1927
9 Shadrach, D 100 DG-100 608 o 566 440 23 1853
10 Parker. 5 100 Std Cirrus 141 0 481 761 410 1793
11 Keogh B F 98 Libelle 201 186 0 584 802 343 175
12 Findon, D E 98 Sta Lipels 175 14 476 805 223 17
13 Hawking, P, 108 Mini Nimbus' 610 [} 361 a7 212 1654
14 Hil, B 100 Sta Cirrus 0 — 5n o 290
Winning. E - 15 — 6528 — 1444
15 Manwaring. A J. | 108 DG-200 125 0 sn 685 41 1362
18 M 98 DG-100 175 a8 449 655 0 7
1T Srabo-Toth, G 86 Skylark 4 T0 3 an 660 179 1285
18 Harrington, T Vega 87 19 3 597 232 1269
19 TulLV.F.G 114 Kestrel 19 ] 61 442 556 196 1255
20 Gidadins, J 99 Astir CS 167 2 ] 670 ny 1158
21 HalL R A 102 ASW-19 164 = 375 s 0
Waoodward, N — 17 — 594 - 1150
22 Barren, A. 108 Vega 80 19 334 576 1074
‘23 Aldriage, K 114 PIK 20 152 (1] 145 599+ 108 1007
=23 Spuic. 8 118 Nimbus 2 »n 0 326 610 40 1007
25 Williams, R 99 Astir C5 -— o 405 — 3
Guthrie, P 120 b — 443 -_ amn
% Lol 90 K- L D 406 512 o a18
27 Wabster. J 108 ASW-20 174 ] 287 o 297 858
28 Hay. §. 94 15-290 184 1] o 643 o a2
25 May R 98 5ta Libebe 188 18 Q 582 0 kL
30 Langrick, J 90 K-8¢ 0 123 621 [ 74
31 Sampson. D. 9T Astir C5° im3 b1 a 533 DNF 736
32 Breeze. D 92 Berglaike 4 0 = 402 -~ =1
Wilsan, T. - 0 - ] - 533
31 Swann. C 108 ASW-20u 8 DNF DNF 205 181 447
M Lucas. B. 114 Kestral 19 100 0 330 DNF ONF 430
35 Roberts. D. G0 -8 168 - 153 = o
Gibbons, J. — 1 = ¥ a 325
36 Hasziakiewicz. M | 82 SZ0 30 Puat iy o 51 = L
Marczynski. Z [] — — L] 20 85
37 Meghtingsle. C. 104 PIK 200 - o — " DNF
Tewsen, D. ] - 0 - - o

"= wilhout watarbaliasr facsity: 1 « SOpts TP penaity; 2 ~ 25pls TP penaity; 3 = 481pts TP penaity; 4 - 506pts TP
panalty; § = 325013 TP penalty; 8 - 100pts TP penaity; ONF = did nol Hy.

Day 1 was won with a speed of 52.52km/h and five linkshed; the best distance on Day 2 was Bdkm/h and no one
reached the TP; four Ninished on Dey 3 with 52.79km’h the winning speed; on Dey 4 it wes 70.4km/h snd 13
completed the lask and on Day 5 the bes! handicep distance was 120.2km  with only one passing the first TP and
na ona finkehing.

AIRCRAFT HANGARS

Low cost Temporary/Permanent light Aircraft

Hangarage/Storage. Free standing. Unlimited

Size/Covering. Erected under 3 days. Clad in
Canvas, Plastic, or Aluminium.
Telephone now for Free Brochure

Sole Designer Manufacturer

ESSEX DISTRIBUTORS
(COI.CHESTER' I.TD. Chichester Canvas Works

Quarry Lane, Chichester

YOU CAN BUY Telephone
i
or RENT 830343

October/November
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EDO-AIRE
RT553A Nav/Com with specially de-rated Com for gliders
720 channel Com 200 channel NAV

£588.00 + VAT
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Eagle Aircraft Services Limited
Leavesden Airport, Watford, Herts WD2 7BY UK
Tel: 09273 79611 Telex: 261502
Member of GAMTA
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Early Calculations with the Polar
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As soon as one starts looking into the
history of best-speed-to-fly calculations
(see ““Why does the Best-Speed-to-Fly
Construction Work?"", in the June issue,
pl126) one realises how dependent they
have all been on the notion of the polar
curve, that familiar representation of a
glider’s performance. Someone had to be
the first person to draw a polar curve,
and someone had to be first to use it to
find the optimum speed for a particular
purpose, such as to achieve the best glid-
ing angle into a headwind. Who?

The polar curve itself (though not
under that name) appeared in the well-
known early text-book Aerodynamics by
F. W. Lanchester, published in 1907 by
Constable of London. Fig 112 consists of
two graphs: the lower is a cartesian plot
of the gliding angle in degrees (y-axis)
versus the airspeed (x-axis) whilst the
upper shows the modern form of the
same curve but with the co-ordinates of a
point specified by the gliding angle
directly (ie, the angle of inclination of a
line drawn from the origin to the point)
and the airspeed (along the x-axis, as in
the lower graph). Allowing for the cus-
tomary approximation that no distinction
is made between the airspeed and the
horizontal component of the airspeed,
the best-gliding-angle speed is found by
Lanchester by drawing the tangent to the
curve from the origin, and the speed for
minimum sink by noting the maximum of
the curve. Thus any writer who, later
than 1907, reinvented the modern form
of the polar curve, with its minimum-
sink and best-glide points, did so in
ignorance of its appearance in the stan-
dard English text-book of the day on
aerodynamics. Whether its introduction
can be traced further back 1 do not
know.

The next stage in the evolution of the
use of the polar must have been the
appreciation of the optimising construc-
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tions to be used when determining the
best flying speeds in air moving with
both horizontal and vertical components
of velocity, such as the air flowing over a
hill. Here, again, we need look no
further than a text-book which, if not
standard, was popular enough at the time
to run to a second edition within a year
of its publication in 1912: S. L. Walk-
den’s Aeroplanes in gusts. Soaring flight
and the stability of aeroplanes, published
by Spon of London. An eccentric work
in many ways, it has its original
moments, and any glider pilot of the
1920s looking along the few feet of
shelf-space a library then needed to
accommodate all the books on flight
could not have helped but notice the
Soaring flight in its title.

Far-sighted in 1912

The author devotes a chapter (VIII) to
what he calls “*stationary soaring’’, by
which he means hill soaring whilst facing
directly into wind, with the possibility of
hovering if the conditions are right; a
simple enough idea to us, but far-sighted
in 1912. In order to investigate the pos-
sibilities he needed to imagine the air-
flow over a hill (his Fig 30) and to charac-
terise the performance of a glider (Fig
29), The latter figure is instantly
recognisable as a polar curve, though
back-to-front by our standards. **Head-
way'" is Walkden's word for airspeed.
Like Lanchester's diagram (which was
presumably its inspiration), the co-
ordinates are the airspeed and the gliding
angle g, with the difference that Walk-
den uses polar co-ordinates to the full:
the airspeed is actually represented by
distance from the origin. Thus the jus-
tification for the name *‘polar diagram"’
is that when we think of the pair (air-
speed, gliding angle) as polar co-
ordinates the familiar diagram appears,

even though we usuvally use cartesian
axes with different scales and label them
“*forward speed'’ and ‘‘sinking speed’'.
Historically, it seems that the name
**polar diagram™" has simply been trans-
ferred from the aerodynamicist's diag-
ram of the same name graphing the lift
coefficient against the drag coefficient.
Bul that, too, was originally presented in
polar co-ordinates involving the resul-
tant force and its inclination to the verti-
cal.

The solid line in Fig 29 is Walkden's
polar. It has a dotted extension at the
high-speed end, but as Ve for his glider
is 36mph it *‘cannot be used'’; it is also
dotted for speeds below the ‘*best gliding
point" (20mph) since *‘no pilot can bal-
ance the machine in these glides’ (don’t
laugh, this is /9/2). The other dotted
curve in the diagram is not mentioned in
the text, but appears to be a theoretical
polar given by the equation v=>50v/sin

o.

Thus far Walkden has done little more
than Lanchester, but he now puts his
imaginary glider on his imaginary hill and
launches it. To find out what happens,
he needs to be able to determine the
resultant motion arising from the glider
moving through the air, and the air mov-
ing relative to the ground, Nowadays we
solve this problem by representing what
the air is doing by a point in the diagram
whose (cartesian) co-ordinates are given
by the headwind and the sink, and draw-
ing a line from it to the polar. We explain
this procedure by saying that it amounts
to shifting the axes of the graph which
has the effect of shifting the polar curve
by an amount corresponding to the air
movement in order to find the polar with
respect to the ground. This has been
common knowledge at least since Lip-
pisch’s lecture to the joint meeting of the
Royal Aeronautical Society and the Brit-
ish Gliding Association in 1931. The
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resultant motion is represented by the
vector from the “‘wind'' point to the
“*machine”” point on the polar.

But this is exactly Walkden's proce-
dure. In Fig 29 we see that the ‘*head-
way™" curves are labelled '*headway and
wind™, whilst the ‘‘gliding-gradient™
lines are labelled “‘wind and gliding gra-
dients'". Since the author was trying to
hill soar, he was only interested in head-
winds and rising air, and not tailwinds or
sinking air. Then, under the diagram, he
explains that the resultant motion of the
glider on the hill **is always from end of
wind to end of machine vector’’. None
other than our old friend the triangle of
velocities.

Having invented this indispensable
procedure, Walkden uses it to find out
what his glider can do on his hill. First,
he places his unfortunate pilot near the
top of the hill at the point marked 5 (Fig
30), which means the hill is there 1:5.
The wind is 25mph. Now 1:5 is the best
gliding angle, achieved at 20mph, at
which speed the pilot is therefore obliged
1o fly, just skimming over the grass —
backwards: *'This velocity, unfortu-
nately, causes the glider to vanish over
the top of the hill'", Try again; start at
the 1:4 point and **stationary soaring just
becomes practicable'. There follows an
analysis of various hill soaring policies

that might be adopted, which provide
copious evidence that Walkden had a
clear idea of how his diagram was to be
used to determine a best speed to fly.
For example, the best-gliding-angle
speed is found in order to escape from
the point ¢ directly over the top of the
hill, and avoid the black *‘area of no
return’’, and on another occasion the

THE BEST MODERN GLIDERS ARE
G R P — SO HAVE A
WHY?

MAINTENANCE FREE

RUST, ROT & CORROSIONPROOF
MADE TO MEASURE
LIGHTWEIGHT

STRONG

DRIER INTERIOR
STABLE & FAST ON TOW

HOW? OuR NEW CONCEPT IN
CONSTRUCTION — NOT MADE IN A
MOULD — COACHBUILDING IN GRP®

AS SUPPLIED TO THE B.G.A.

PRICE? rrom £1250

NORFOLK SAILPLANES
158 Ipswich Road, Norwich

o000 000FS

Tel (0603) 53448

speed is found which produces the smal-
lest absolute resultant velocity by finding
the shortest vector from the “‘wind™
point to the polar (a curious requirement,
but that is not the issue). We may safely
conclude that however peculiar a ques-
tion was put to Walkden, he would have
been able to answer it with the aid of his
diagram. Thus was established, in 1912,
the basic procedure for selecting one's
airspeed in order to optimise, in some
specified way, one's flight path relative
to the ground. No further developments
took place until, twenty-five years later,
cross-country pilots began to appreciate
that they needed to maximise their aver-
age speed through the air, whatever the
wind, which required a new theory.

Had Walkden not been prejudiced
against the possibility of thermal soaring,
he might have developed the new theory,
too. But he favoured circular dynamic
soaring as the explanation for the soaring
of birds, holding that they would not be
able to tell if they were in a rising column
of air at a height of more than 200ft
because their eyes were too close
together to see the ground receding. He
did admit that birds might take advan-
tage of rising air by feeling how their
angle of incidence changed as they
encountered an upgust, but he clearly
preferred the dynamic theory.

THE SPORTSMAN

attachment points.

THE CLUB

of users.

A highly developed light-weight low bulk parachute
very similar to the fine Strong Para-cushion but
lighter and utilising snap ejector hardware at all three

Peakin Parachute

Announce the arrival of two new systems
SPECIAL NOTICE

Peakin Parachutes are conducting
a field survey of the users of our
parachutes.

Systems

To fill the need for a simple robust parachute. It has
been designed to be comfortable but rugged, reliable
but not complicated and adjustable to fit a wide range

Both these parachutes are available in our wide
range of colour options and canopy choice.

36 Minster Court
Belmont, Durham

Peakin Parachute Systems
Tel 0385 44490

We would like all owners or users of
our parachutes to write to us for a
questionnaire.

The information that you send us
will help us to improve future
designs and enable us to keep you
appraised of safety information on
your parachute.

In order to help you to put pen to
paper we will be conducting a draw
of all completed questionnaires —
the first one out of the hat to win
£25; the winner will be published in
Sailplane and Gliding.

Please note that you can now tele-
phone us on the same number as
before but now during normal
office hours.

October/November
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SAILPLANE NEWS

RIKA HARWOOD

r

DG-202
It is not quite clear if the DG-202 supersedes the DG-200C and
DG-200/17C described in the June issue pl11. As the technical
data also varies slightly we summarise their latest information
in order to avoid confusion.

Glaser-Dirks lists nine improvements on their new 15m,
15/17m sailplane which will be known as the DG-202 and will
be available from November in glass or carbon-fibre.

1. Single-piece forward-hinged canopy with one-lever jettison
capability.

2. Automatic Kestrel-type trim control over the whole speed
range.

3. Wheel and airbrakes connected to the same lever for better
braking effect.

4, New instrument console positioned 3cm nearer the pilot for
optimum control.

5. Airbrake and flap lever moved 3cm back for easier hand-
ling.

6. Automatic elevator connection, an important safety
measure.

7. Automatic connection of waterballast system. New valves
guarantee a higher standard of reliability.

8. Spring mounted landing gear allowing good ground clear-
ance to be maintained.

9. Higher take-off weight for the 15/17m when flown at 15m
wingspan.

DG-202
Technical data: 15m DG-202 15/17m
Span (m) 15 15 1T
Wing area (m?) 10 10 10.57
Aspect ratio 226 225 27.34
Wing loading (kg/m?)
Carbon-fibre — 29-48 27.7-42.6
Glass-fibre 31-45 32-48 30.5-42.6
Empty weight (kgs)
Carbon-fibre wings — 220 223
Glass-fibre wings 240 248 251
Waterballast (kgs)
Carbon-fibre wings — 160 160
Glass-fibre wings 130 130 130
AUW (kgs) 450 480 450
Min sink at 80km/h (m/sec) 0.59 0.59 0.53
Maximum speed (km/h) 270 270 270
Max L/D at 110km/h 42.5:1 4251 4551
Stalling speed (km/h) 62 62 60 <]

Jebring Soaring Centre Florida

Your own personal sailplane in the ‘Sunshine State’

The finest soaring centre in Florida can now offer you a unique opportunity to continue your flying programme during the long winter months.
The soaring conditions are at their very best in Florida between October and June, and this combined with the off-peak tourist season
enables us to offer you a “'Superb Holiday Package' in this most attraclive location, at an economical price.

Your package will include: ® Scheduled flights between London and Florida @ Motel accommodation @ Hire car
@® Your own personal sailplane for the duration of your visit
Experienced soaring pilots or early solos are equally welcome and we have a comprehensive fleet of sailplanes available combined with
tuiton at every level.

Write now for a brochure to: Sebring Soaring Centre Inc, Box 499, Bldg. 100, Sebring Airport, Sebring, Florida 33870
or call direct from the U.K. (0101) B13 655 2397

all pilots can read — but the BEST PILOTS read

Sailplane & Gliding

The magazine can be obtained from most Gliding Clubs

in Gt. Britain, alternatively send £6.25 poslage included

for an annual subscription to the British Gliding Associa-

tion, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester. Single

copies, including postage £1.05.

Red leather-cloth binders to take copies of the magazine are
also available from the B.G.A.

Price £3.00 (£3.40, Including post and packing).

OYERSEAS AGENTS

CANADA:

T. R. Beasley, Soaring Supplies, PO Box 621.

St. Laurent, P.Q. Canada, H4L4V9

SOUTH AFRICA:

Peter Eich, PO Box B2707, Southdale 2135, Johannesburg,
Transvaal.

HOLLAND:

Aeropress (Ary Ceelen) P Stockmanslaan 53, 5652 RB Eindhoven
USA and all other Countries

Payable in either Sterling £6.25 or US $13.75 but International
Money Orders preferred, direct to the British Gliding Association.
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We now have six Kitty Comps under our belt and the prize
week in Barbados is anybody’s. As with the first three, the last

COMPETITION KITTY

Lasham — June 14-15, 1980

150km triangle

three have had their ups and downs (a phrase with extra mean- : ‘ Speed
ing for glider pilots!), the weather has been both good and Pos  Pilot Glider (Dist) Pts ASS
?L::L(g and the Team Squad have been severely tested by the T~~~ kay P =0 5 11.00)
PR X ; 1= D.S Walt ASW-20F 50.1 277 (1.00)
Here is whal has been happening: 3 M. Eldridge Astic (72.4) 115 42
4 A. Ginever Mini Nimbus (53.1) 73 26
WOLDS — Kitty ee ba gum 5 D. McCarthy Mosquito (52.9) 72 26
We had serious language barriers at Wolds, with the local 6 T. Sly Cirrus (23.9) 8 03
pilots at a loss to understand where the bloke from London 7 L. J. Sole SF-27 (21.7) 4 01

actually wanted them to go, but these were finally ironed out
amid laughter and the tasks flown.

The Saturday saw a 151km triangle, Rippon/Carlton Moor,
and the Sunday a 134km out and return to Masham. Ted
Lysakowski romped home for the Team Squad in his ASW-20F
on Day 1, with John Hart hard on his heels in a K-6CR, but Ted
couldn’t keep it up on Day 2 so that John had his revenge with a
handicapped speed of 55.2km/h and in so doing won the
weekend.,

Mention must be made that the second Team Squad member
was Chris Garton who on each day found a very nice field in
which to position his Oly 2. There must be a moral there some-
where.

ASS Winner — M. Eldridge .42

DUXFORD — Kitty visits the Air Museum

Well, not really, but we might have done had the weather
been less clement than it in fact was. As it turned out, we had
two good flying days and were able to do a 140km out and
return to Snetterton Heath on the Saturday and a 194km
triangle, Shipdham Airfield/Mendelsham Mast, on the Sunday.

Al Kay, again representing the Team Squad in his ASW-20,
managed 56km/h on the first day to win it, whilst David Garnett
came in first amongst the locals in his K-6E with a handicapped
speed of 45km/h, On the Sunday, the day was won outright by
another local, Peter Baker in his Cirrus with a distance of
101km. This performance clinched the weekend for him,
although the overall winner was the other Team Squad

151km 134km b - ick ack in an LS-3.
Wolds — June 7-8, 1980 tdangle  O/R HeHRERER AN aL i an LS
140km 194km
Speed Speed Total Duxford — June 21-22, 1980 O/R Triangle
Pos. Pilot Glider (Dist) Pts (Dist) Pts Points ASS
Speed Speed Total
1 E. R Lysakowski  ASW-20F 541 1000 495 765 1765 (1.65) Pos Pilot Glider  (Dist) Pts (Dist) Pts Pts  ASS
2 J. Hart K-6CR 466 956 552 793 1749 1.84
3 R. Stoddart Dart 15 430 934 (78) 35 969 .91 1 N.G. G. Hackett LS-3 46 879 (97) 485 1364 (1.02)
4 N. Fisher ASW-20 (37.7) 192 513 774 966 .91 2 P.Baker Cirrus 42 830 (101) 505 1335 1.00
5 B. Svenson K-7 (158.8) 807 — — 807 .76 3 A E. Kay/ ASW-20/ 1000 (60) 300 1300 (.98)
6 E. Room/J. Durman Cobra (37.7) 192(89.1) 405 597 .56 G. N. D. Smith Std Jantar 56
7 M. Chana K-6CR  (111.3) 566 — — 566 .53 4 S, Foster/F. Prime Dart 17 40 806 (47) 235 1041 .78
8 A.Townsend ASW-20F (93.7) 476 — — 476 .45 5 Janet/D. Garnett K-8E 45 866 0 0 868 .65
9 G.Johnson K-6CR (47.5) 241 (479) 218 459 .43 6 S.N. Longland Kestrel 19 (91) 317 (81) 405 722 54
10 P. Norrison/B. Stott K-6E (42.1) 214 (455) 207 421 .39 7 J. M. Scott Vega (105) 380 (49) 245 625 .47
11 C. Garton Oly 2 (727) 389 — — 389 (35 8 R.C.Haddon Dart17 (86) 295 (35) 175 470 .35
12 M. Gibson/J. Reeves M-100 (8.7) 44 (31.3) 142 186 A7 9 Catharina Edwards  Astir (96) 340 0O 0 340 26
13 E. Acey K-6E (365) 188 — — 185 .17 10 K.S. Whiteley PIK 20 (84) 286 O 0 286 .21
14 W. Young/R. Milner DG-100 (20) 10 — — 10 .01  11. B.H.Bryce-Smith  Kestrel 19 (26) 27 (11) 55 82 .06

ASS Winner — J. Hart 1.64 ASS Winner — P, Baker 1.00

ARCTIC LITE GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIP — 1981

Big, big prizes are to be won in this three-day Championship
which is to be sponsored by Allied Breweries to round off the
series of Competition Kitty weekends held throughout the
year. It will be Lasham on May 2, 3 and 4, 1981, tocele-
brate the departure of the British Team to the World Gliding
Champlonships at Paderborn. To say Thank You to all who
have supported Competition Kitty the British Team will be
directing this event. ]

It is intended to hold the Arctic Lite Championship in
wooden gliders (K-6s, Darts, etc). The entry list will be made up
from the top 40 pilots who have flown in any of the Competi-
tion Kitty weekends. So, if you are eligible, keep the above
dates free and come and join the British Team at Lasham.

Full details of how to enter will be published in a later issue.

LASHAM — Kitty goes (south) West

It rained and it rained and it rained, so Saturday was spent
doing what all glider pilots like doing when they're not actually
flying — talking about it. A very productive forum was held at
which the- inseparable Team Squad duo. Al Kay and Dave
Watt, held forth at length on what cross-country flying is all
about,

We are relieved (o report thal on the Sunday they matched
action to words by finishing first equal over a 150km triangle,
Didcot Railway/Pewsey Railway, with a speed of 50.1km/h.
The best performance by a local was that of Martin Eldridge in
his Astir with a distance of 72.4km who thereby won the
weckend.

October/November 221

S =S —I————SSSSSS,



“PRESSING O

This is a **how I/we *dun’ it" story about
my first venture into the Welsh moun-
tains, the Brecon Beacons. For some
time Ivor Shattock had been talking of
the fantastic soaring to be had in the
Beacons when the northerlies blew.
Unfortunately the stories of the few
white faced, eyes on organ stops, pilots
who have followed Ivor into the moun-
tains are a little disturbing. Nevertheless
one day in April I arranged for Ivor to
lead me into his mountain lair,

Before we left he pointed out our route
on an ordnance survey map. It looked
fairly simple, just jump from ridge to
ridge until we got there. (Understate-
ment of the year.) Unfortunately Ivor
had radio problems — he could receive
but could only transmit his carrier fre-
quency. So we agreed to a code: one
click **No'", two “Yes™", three *‘Say
again’’ and four “*Ask me a queqlion S0
lhal l can give you the answer in yes or
no.

The wind was about 20kt, NW. Ivor
was the first to launch and towed to
Abergavenny to wait for me at the
Blorenge, a hill just to the south of the
town. | followed soon afterwards, but
after releasing | paused in a convenient
thermal and consequently arrived high at
the Blorenge.

“T°ll press on to the next ridge Ivor,
will you caich me up?” *'Click, click"
was the reply. Soon afterwards 1 realised
that I wasn't quite sure where the next
ridge was and had to turn back and join
Ivor. Lesson one, know where you are
going. Having rejoined Ivor, we set off
up the valley. By 1500ft (hill tops 1700ft)
I began to get worried. Ivor was some
way ahead of me soaring a ridge but |
was picking fields and headed out into
the centre of the valley where there was
some landable countryside. There then
followed a barrage of frantic clicks from
Ivor. 1 replied **HELP! — I can't see
where to go.”’

Then just as 1 was about to start my
circuit round a chosen field a four knot-
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ter saved the day. Meanwhile Ivor was
soaring a ridge, a sheer rock face, further
up the valley and I joined him when I
had enough height. 1 arrived about a
quarter of the way up it and then all hell
broke lose. I was in the rotor where the
genltly sloping valley sides met the sheer
rock face. Eventually things smoothed
out and I climbed above the ridge. So far
the first few minutes of this “‘pressing
on"’ venture had been fairly heart stop-
ping and I was looking forward to a rest
at the top of the ridge with a chance to
regain lost adrenalin, but already Ivor
was on his way to the next ridge and 1
had to follow.

AND ON AND OM AND ON AND ONM AND ON AND ON AND ON AND ON AND W“’

b STYLE

Paul Cullen

throwing off a thermal. (Ever tried ridge
soaring a thermal?) The sides of the hill
were quite gentle so it appeared that one
was soaring close to the ground.
Exhilarating stuff,

Eventually I climbed above the hill
and started to circle in the thermal. This
got my adrenalin flowing for as the circle
took me over the back of the hill 1 fell out
of the thermal and had to dive for the
edge. Finally 1 got away and could look
down on my spectalor, a lone hill
walker.

The next hill was about a three mile
jump into wind and Ivor was already
there, but ¢n route 1 encountered heavy

Ivor Shattock look these photographs ol Paul (Pirat) following him into the Brecon Beacons.

This ridge worked well but there was
still no sign of Ivor pausing. He made
one exploratory tour of its length and
was off to the next one. However this
time 1 decided to delay and make the
most of this one. 1 heard Ivor's clicks
over the radio and eventually spotted the
white wings ahead of me on the next
ridge. Well at least 1 thought it was a
ridge but in fact it was a cone called Tor
y Foel, the top of which was around
2000f1. 1 arrived at 1500ft through some
bad sink and could see the ground com-
ing up as | followed the contours of the
hill to the lift. Although I had 1500ft on
the clock the ground was only about
150ft away. Only a small proportion of
the hill was working and it was also

sink and doubts as to whether the hill
would work at the height that 1 would
arrive raced through my mind. [ snug-
gled in close to the wooded slope (not
very close by lvor's standards) to the
bottom of the hill and was saved by a two
knotter. Onwards once more, butl the
going was getting easier.

We reached the Brecon Beacons —
from a plateau long fingers pointing
north descended into the valley. Ivor
demonstrated what to do, He dived at
right angles to one of the fingers, disap-
peared down the other side and then
reappeared above the bowl at the back
where the fingers joined together. | fol-
lowed and as I neared the finger to cross
over I was hit by the down and rotor
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caused by it, then as I crossed all went
smooth with 2kt lift. I then followed the
finger up its length to the bowl. This was
quite an experience, for the ground was
climbing faster than 1 was and it felt as
though | was sinking until right at the
bowl all that was visible was sheer
mountain side. Here the lift was a good
6kt and one turn in the bowl and the
ground was left far behind. The scenery
was fantastic, the sheer sides of the bowl
covered with scree and striped with
greens and purples of the rock and grass,

Biggest of them all

But the best was yet to come. 1 cros-
sed the next finger and climbed once
again in the next bowl and there in front
of me was Pen y Fan, at nearly 30001 the
biggest peak of them all. | crossed the
finger that led up to Pen y Fan near its
top. As I crossed it and turned at the
bowl the tail was suddenly flicked up,
everything shot up in the cockpit and
then | was slammed into my seat. The
varios were on the stops and with one
turn | climbed from 2000 to 3000ft. By
3800ft the lift tapered off and I spotted
Ivor further down the finger. We paused
for a photographic session, watched by a
number of hill walkers.

There was a great sense of achieve-
ment, fear, excitement and curiosity all

Sole UK agents for:

mixed up. The rewards of my struggle
from the Blorenge were now realised.
Ivor said he had contacted wave and
being addicted to height 1 asked if this
was a good place for wave. *‘Click,
click”™ was the reply. But after 40
minutes of searching | set course for
home 10 let someone else have a go in the
aircraft. The return was without diffi-
culty, setting off from 3800ft with a slight
tail wind.

Flying in such surroundings really has
to be experienced. My few words do
nothing to explain the fantastic soaring
to be had and the potential of this area
has only been exploited by one man.

Follow my leader
IVOR SHATTOCK

Paul has pestered me to write my version
of the flight. He's always asking me
something anyway and it was doubly
rewarding to take him on a more adven-
turous trip than the usual cross-country
thermal gaggles — yes we do that as well
sometimes. He did very well not to
abandon the task at each difficult bit. 1
have tried for years to find a follower
willing to ridge soar to Brecon.

After Paul's query about wave | real-

AVIATION LI

ASW 20F

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

Look out for the ASW 20F's
al the Arctic Lite Nationals
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Now available with extended wing tips

ised he could find his own way home as it
was all downhill, literally, and so | tried
the west faces of the Black Mountains.

Passing over the Talgarth glider strip 1
could see the tug but no glider. The air
was very good and I lost no height until |
dashed at the hill for the fun of it. Back at
the Brecons again | soon found the 6kt in
the bowl of Pen y Fan which was by now
covered in thick cumulus blotting out
the sun over the peaks. Before gelting to
cloudbase at around 4000ft, it was obvi-
ous a wave was inducing the cloud to
form and the leading upwind edge
showed a steady 4-6kt. | was in brilliant
sunshine at 6000ft and climbed to around
10 000ft until I decided to explore to the
SW where a better looking bank of cloud
appeared. Somelimes the grass is
greener somewhere else! This showed
9kt at 9000ft!

By the time I got the oxygen organised
I was at 12 500ft. After taking a few
photographs for the disbelievers |
dashed off at VNE to the SW and eventu-
ally located Swansea, the lougher valley
and Ammonford.

As it was now gelling on a bit (the
whole flight was seven hours), | returned
to Brecon and crossed the Black Moun-
tains at around 70001t to round Hereford.
{Ivor ridge soared in the NNW wind, fly-
ing over Monmouth at 2000ft and arriv-
ing back at 2600f1.)

13 Rookery Court
Marlow, Bucks

06284 4035 or 02406 2491

AGENTS
for
KOMET

TRAILERS
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A NEW PRECISION BAROGRAPH
THE AEROGRAF BAROGRAPH
A new barograph from Switzerand using z controlied
stepping motor and linear haight recording to achieve a precision
not possible with mechanical instruments.

For fuller details please ask for leaflel.

Flow Technology

FLOW TECHNOLOGY (2000) LTD. 126 Welham Road, Malton
Telephone Malton (0653) 2469 North Yorkshire YO17 90U

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR YOUR GLIDING
Wide range of all items shown — send for free CATALOGUE and PRICE LIST.
We also offer a PANEL CUTTING and FITTING SERVICE.

Strong LO-PO
Parachute

b e
MAPS:

X 1:500,000 and 1:250,000

h gl Gel Cell Batteries Turn and Slip glazed or piain
eesse

i ; Kneepads
Protractor
X, Tand Y plastic pieces Ruler

Pye Westminster Ground Set Plastic Piping

O

Are you READY for the coming WAVE SEASON? = ‘o
Equip your glider now from our wide range of OXYGEN SYSTEMS.
FLOW TECHNOLOGY has the widesl tange in stock ‘d o
B ."; e, y = L 2y .
. 5 .
: § h

Barograph Foils and Paper Charts (6K:10K:12
Spess o

: to Fly Rings: Four Way Plugs: Plugs. elc. Winter Ba
Adj BK, 10K, }nz)t?m
justable A-BA
Regulator with llow BUILD IT YOURSELFIII

| indicator Something to do on those duM fling .

" . : days. Ready to fy in the Spring. ==
Air Apparalus ulator =

gg%ﬁmw ; Oxygen Cylinder

vicon Flow Meter n Cylinders
cmg of !;2 sizes

Diluter Demand Regulator Pressure Demand Mask

FLOW TECHNOLOGY (2000) LTD.

126 Welham Road, Malton, N. Yorks Y017 9
Telephone Malton (0653) 2469

Ki!l mo&mme; of lhib&mm and
tailplane, wil mouldi

to give molhwi::s. Faclory rrgz
Iinqs 1o guarantee perlormance
(36:1).
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TWO WEEKS IN TORREMOLINOS

BRENNIG JAMES writes about his Spanish exploits last summer when he
travelled in his SF-27m Cy motor glider.

As Tug Wilson was flying his motor
glider to Hong Kong, I felt | had to do
something to keep my end up, so I plan-
ned 1o go down to North Africa via
Spain then up the leg of Italy and if there
was time, conlinue to Germany, Swe-
den, Norway, Iceland and Scotland, cal-
ling in at Camp Hill on my way home.

I took-off from Booker at 4 pm on
June 22 but landed after 20 minutes to
clear the carburettor of a mild air lock
and get a bit more power. 1 next landed
at Lydd and Le Touquet where 1 put up
for the night as I felt 1 could not get to
Angers safely before dark.

Next morning I found the ignition
assembly had become unbolted from the
cylinder head. 1 had evidently crossed
the channel with the coils hanging from
the engine by their leads. | found a cou-
ple of spare bolts at the back of the han-
gar and screwed them back on, sealing
the threads with my beloved silicone
rubber. | resumed the journey and on
passing the airfield at Aigle St Michel, 1
flipped the ignition switch, always a wise
precaution, and found a mag drop so |
landed, cleaned the plugs and resumed
my journey. I had to land back again,
finding navigation unusually difficult as |
was sitting on my map, but at last I was
on my way.

Arrival at Angers was enlivened by a
fair number of parachute jumpers but
their tower radio was working so I was
warned in time, Angers is slowly grow-
ing from an airfield to an airport. It now
has a tower and a Met office. Before
many years are out they may be asking
the gliders to move on. Forty-five miles
a gallon sounds cheap but by the time
you have spent £3 or so geltinga taxitoa
hotel, things are not so attractive.

Next day's flight was to Bordeaux, the
country steadily getting more interest-
ing. Most powered aircraft either fly high
over the cloud cover or fly on radio aids.
I seem to be one of the few power pilots
who still flies by map reading, labori-
ously ticking off the features as they pass
below the aircraft. In one's gliding
career, initially, one's concentration is
focused on the view above the horizon,
but later, as the excitement of competi-
tion and task flying begins to pall, the
view below the horizon gradually takes a
hold of you. The sky is relatively easy to
read, the ground is much more difficult.

October/November

One is so overwhelmed by detail that air
photography followed by study at leisure
is the only way to deal with the vast
amount of detail one can see. The same
problem has arisen in athletics. Swe-
den's track stars have taken up orien-
teering as a change from monotony of
running around in circles.

Bordeaux is a large military interna-
tional airport. They had a little difficulty
in seeing me on the downwind leg as they
were expecling something bigger.
Everyone is always very pleasant at
these places and amused to see such a
small aircraft. On leaving I got rather a
fright when [ saw wall to wall woodland
to the Spanish border, so 1 immediately
circled in a thermal to gain height and got
a rocket on the radio from ATC for soar-
ing too near to the airfield. Further south
approaching Biarritz 1 could fly down
the coast and enjoy the view of coast and
seaside resorts.

So much for France, now for Spain!

I N .
Guards and machine guns
N I N

I landed at St Sebastian and found
myself surrounded by armed guards.
This is quite normal in Spain; there are a
large variety of guards all carrying
medium machine guns. | spent a pleasant
evening on the sea front and next day set
off for Pamplona. I took the wrong turn-
ing going through the Pyrenees but
sorted it all out and experienced a
dramatic change in scenery as | flew the
last thirty miles to Pamplona. Spain is
like Nevada or North Africa, large
expanses of nothing, dry and hot. There
are only thirty airfields in Spain, mainly
spread around the edges so the standard
distance between them is about 150
miles. I refuelled at Pamplona and was
warned of numerous cu-nims near Mad-
rid. However, I thought there would be
ample time before they got going.

All flights in Spain require a flight plan
even if they are only local and the
authorities are concerned that the same
people get out on landing as embarked
before take-off, Due to political troubles
there is often an army presence on the
airfield in addition to customs, airport
security guards and the police, all
heavily armed.

Taking-off for Madrid from Pamplona,
I was a bit daunted as it was a long way
to go and there were a lot of mountains in
the way. I have 30 litres in the tank and
do eight litres/hour straight and level at
70kt and 22 litres/hour climbing, so on a
long leg some soaring is essential. The
sky looked dead but as 1 flew close to the
first big mountain in the way, lift
materialised and | was soon up lo
6000ft. Thermals were few and - far
between but I was finally getting 8kt to
12 000ft. The countryside was most
impressive, the bare bones of the geol-
ogy poking right through the soil.

Landing out could be a problem of
survival, not merely one of finding a
telephone. There is hardly any habita-
tion outside the towns which are a con-
centration of houses huddled up for
mutual protection. There are vast spaces
without any landmarks so a high altitude
helps the navigation as otherwise you
don't see anything marked on the map.

Finally, I glided down to Madrid, skirt-,
ing it to the west to find the general avia-
tion airfield at Quatros Vientos to the
South. The Royal Palace is on the top of
a cliff on the edge of the city so it was
quite easily visible without getting too
close.

Madrid was just a bus ride away on the
line Cibeles-Fortuna, names 1 could
never forget. Next day I returned and
one of the airport attendants, very
apologetically said, **l hope you don't
mind we tethered your aircraft down last
night as it got very windy."" | heard there
was a gliding competition at Moro del
Toledo, 50 miles south, so | filed a flight
plan to go down to visit, then only to be
told that as it was a military airfield I would
have to get permission in person from
Madrid. I returned to the Reao Aero
Club to find that that did not open until
3pm, then was referred to the Ministry of
Sport (Aviation) who opened at 6pm,
then to the Ministry of Civil Aviation 8
to llam, next morning, then to the
Ministry of Military Aviation, at this
point | gave up. Everyone was very
pleasant and polite but the formalities
were precisely adhered toand telephones
rarely used.

Before leaving | was told that I could fly
over Moro but could not land. 1 did so
but saw nothing but a small grass field
with a couple of sheds, so | assumed |
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The Choice of Winners at Chateauroux,
Rayskala and Waikerie.

Your Choice for the Eighties

The combination of the revolutionary new MKIV
Total Energy Compensated Variometer with the
MKIV Director is perhaps one of the most ad-
vanced, yet simple to use, systems ever.

Utilizing the latest in electronic and packaging
techniques, Cambridge is the only system with
the unique building-block approach, enabling you
to tailor the system to exactly your requirements.
All system components are compatible and retro-
fittable on the field.

Full two year warranty and fast service back-up.

Cambridge systems are available through:
Southdown Aero Services, Lasham Airfield,
Nr. Alton, Hants, GU34 5SR

Tel: HERRIARD 359

Service is available through:

Glider Instruments, 5 Glendevon Rd., Woodley,
Reading, Berks.

Tel: 0734 696491

STOCKING DISTRIBUTORS IN:

Australia, Canada, England, France, Germany, Holland, New
Zealand, Switzerland. Full Service Facilities in Australia, Canada,
England, Switzerland and Germany.

Camlvridge

Cambridge Aero Instruments
365 Old Marlboro Road
Concord, Mass. 01742

Tel. 617 - 369-8572
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was a little more west off course than I
had expected. The scenery this time was
even more impressive but at an altitude
of 10 000ft or so it was fairly easy to
thread one's way between the cu-nims
which were beginning to build up. About
30 miles out of Cordoba I heard a flutter-
ing sound behind me and thinking that it
might be a helicopter looked around but
seeing nothing assumed that something
had fallen off the engine, as it often does.

After landing at Cordoba a Spanish
army helicopter came in and a Captain
strode into the control tower. 1 was
summoned to ATC and asked to pro-
duce my flight plan. The first two 1 pro-
duced were the wrong ones but on pro-
ducing the right one, everything sim-
mered down and 1 was told that all was
well, So far as 1 could see, they must
have been following me on radar. When
I slowed to 40kt and circled in thermals,
the anticlutter wiped me off the screen so
they saw a blip which moved then disap-
peared then reappeared. Thinking that 1
might be dropping ammunition and
explosives for ETA they scrambled a
chopper to shadow me just to be sure.

Anyway, Cordoba was a very reward-
ing place to fly to. You cover a long dis-
tance over very rough country, you find
#a lake which gives you a fix, you correct
your course and the ground falls away to
a fertile valley, Like the keys to the
kingdom in the valley there is a city and
in the white city there is a large brown
building and in that there is something
glittering and gold. In the case of Cor-
doba there are two gold objects, a
cathedral and a Mihrab, both inside the
same roofed mosque.

To go for a long flight is much more
fun if you end up at a place which is
foreign and exotic. You tend to get brain-
washed at school that winning or getting
lots of marks is all important; this is just
to make you learn your French irregular
verbs, being second can be great fun
also. The winning is everything philoso-
phy results in pilots packing up and going
off home from competitions when they
think they have no chance of winning.

The next day 1 set off for Seville
where | refuelled and left for Malaga.
Getting into the cockpit is always a
struggle. One has to carry passport, fly-
ing licence, money of several kinds,
bankers card, cheque book etc and at
every take-off make a check of all docu-
ments, since if you lose one, you are
scuppered. | wore a sports jacket to hold
all this and to appear presentable, so in
the hot weather it was like a sauna bath
until 1 climbed 4000ft.

When 1 looked up the tower fre-
quencies for Malaga, the penny should

have dropped as there were about four of
them plus four approach and several
others, The flight was uneventful as by
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now | had become adjusted to dramatic
mountain scenery. I arrived with a good
deal of height and found that the airfield
was screened by a thin layer of cloud. |1
received landing instructions but as |
descended on the downwind leg, disco-
vered half a dozen jumbos taxying about
but fortunately also a Motor Falke at the
General Aviation end. | touched down
near an intersection and shot off to the
dispersal. I spent the night at Malaga and
returned the next day to fly to Almeria.

I R S O
Back to Heathrow
I O N N N NN A

I started up but after refuelling when 1
re-started I oiled a plug. As I changed it,
the plug just went round and round. I
had stripped the thread on the light alloy
head. In disgust, 1 went over to the
international building and took a plane
home to Heathrow. While I was doing
this, Jimmy Calderhead, one of the local
gliding enthusiasts, turned up, saw the
aircraft and getting my number from an
advertisement in S&G rang my home
address to see what I was doing in Spain.

I collected my trailer and drove down
to Malaga. On the way 1 passed the
Spanish Air Force base at Moro del
Toledo which hardly to my surprise
turned out to be a grass strip with a cou-
ple of sheds where they were having
their Nationals with a few invited Ger-
man pilots, but due to cu-nims they had
had hardly any flying.

As far as my experience was con-
cerned, the rain in Spain was seldom on
the plane or to put it another way, in
Spain the plane was seldom in the rain or
if you prefer, the plane in Spain was sel-
dom in the rain . .. Quick nurse, the
Hypodermic!

Defeated by all
the problems

Ah yes, where was 1? In Malaga;
thanks to a very friendly British Airways
engineer I had a wire insert put into the
cylinder head and got the engine running
quite happily. For thirly pesetas, about
25p 1 got briefed by a Met section which
resembled the average university
department of meteorology and filed my
flight plan for Almeria, exploring on the
way some impressive mountains rising to
11 000ft and only thirty miles from the
sea. | got as far as the runway when the
plugs oiled up so I decided to scrub, as |
was defeated by all the problems of radio

noise, heat in the cockpit and the diffi-
culty in taxying downwind, not to men-
tion several jumbos taxying around.
When 1 closed the canopy the perspex
steamed up , when I opened it | couldn’t
hear the radio for the din from the
engine. To cope with motor gliding on a
major airporl you must have a steering
tail wheel, excellent radio plus cockpit
refrigeration.

Spanish controllers have the clever
knack of gargling and talking at the same
time. You think the set is U/S until you
hear a British Airways skipper come
through loud and clear.

I decided to de-rig and disappear by
road, one of the wisest decisions I have
ever taken. | then discovered to my dis-
may that | required permission in writing
from Madrid before I could proceed and
this took the best part of a week to
obtain. During this time 1 lived a most
agreeable life, thanks to the kind hospi-
tality of Jimmy Calderhead, David
Schofield and Hans Dekker. Most days
were spent swigging cerveja (beer) at the
aero club or the Lima Bar and swopping
yarns about gliding, so the time was
spent very pleasantly.

Finally 1 got permission, rigged and
away and drove for La Montagne Noir. |
arrived in the district rather late and put
up at a hotel nearby. I went into the
reception and found two couples drink-
ing at a table. I asked if there was room,
yes, room for my trailer? *‘Yes, behind
the hotel. By the way what's your name?
James. You're not the chap who writes
all those articles in S&G are you?" 1
thought that if all continental hotels were
as knowledgeable as this, things were
looking up.

I ended up at Gap which is crowded
with German and Swiss pilots as they
find the weather there better than Sama-
den and Zell am See. It is one of the
most delightful spots for gliding in
Europe but the mountains are so close
that you tend to complete your final
glides with 6000ft in hand. 1 got over all
the local peaks making 11 500 on my best
climb. Above 8000ft it pays to make a
dumbell beat as one’s turns take up such
a lot of room. Despite a good deal of
rough air the engine stayed in its kennel
quite politely.

After a few days of this idyllic life it
was lime to return home, having sampled
somewhat unsuccessfully some of the
most interesting flying in Europe. Spain
seems the most excellent country for
gliding. Good as South Africa or Texas
and much easier to get to. Interesting
towns, large spaces and powerful
weather, The Spanish government are
beginning to take an interest in promot-
ing gliding. Within reach by road from
the UK, its future prospects for British
pilots are very exciling. - |
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ROBERT KRONFELD and the use of a VARIOMETER

PETER RIEDEL

It is an historical fact that Robert Kronfeld was the first soaring
pilot to fly with a variometer. The time: Rhon Contest 1928,

The plane: Rhongeist, the prototype of the Professor model,

Variometer: very probably type Badin 0-5 m/sec, sold by
AERA-Paris, France. Kronfeld won a prize for the first out and
return flight to the Himmeldank-Berg on August 6, 1928, circ-
ling repeatedly up to cloudbase without the benefit of slope
currents. Professor Dr Walter Georgii, the Director of the
Research Institute for Soaring of the Rhéin Rossitten Society,
in his report about the 1928 contest credited Kronfeld with hav-
ing become the veritable teacher of the new soaring technique
by this flight. This is undoubtedly true.

It is also a fact known to many old timers in German soaring
that Robert kept his variometer a secret by taking it to his plane
hidden in a paper bag, installing it shortly before take-off and
removing it immediately after landing. Asked about the con-
tents of his paper bag, he had spoken about food and tea or
something like that. Afterwards, when the secret leaked out,
most of us took it humorously while some criticised Kronfeld,

Giinter Groenhoff had variometers in his Fafnir from the
1930 Rhén Contest on, and Wolf Hirth made his much publi-
cised blue sky thermal flight from Elmira to Oswego, New
York, on October 2, 1930, using a variometer in his Musterle.
One can state that from 1930 on, all German soaring pilots
knew about the need for a variometer. It was only the cost of it
which made its purchase a problem for some in those economi-
cally lean years from 1929 to 1933.

Came to help British pilots

Robert Kronfeld first came to England in June 1930, invited
by The Master of Sempill, with all expenses paid by some Brit-
ish millionaire. Robert was employed at that time as a gliding
instructor by the soaring school on the Wasserkuppe, a part of
Professor Georgii's Research Institute for Soaring. Kronfeld
was sent with the understanding that he was to assist the fledg-
ling British soaring movement by demonstrating cloud soaring
and telling the British soaring pilots how to do it.

Probably it should be mentioned here that Carl Magersuppe,
a much less experienced young German soaring pilot, was
brought to England in 1930 by the Daily Express, mainly to do
soaring demonstrations on hill sites. Magersuppe had not yet
flown with a variometer and his cross-country flying experience
was very limited. He could not act as a teacher like Kronfeld.
Even after his return to Germany he never reached the group of
really successful soaring pilots such as Robert Kronfeld.

Robert came again to England in 1931. He crossed the Chan-
nel both ways with his Wien on June 26, 1931. After having
himself towed up very high the crossing in each direction was a
pure glide, unassisted by upcurrents. By this feat he won £1000
offered by a British newspaper. FLIGHT's comment: **£1000
for what?"

Since 1973 1 have been busy researching for two volumes
called Erlebte Rhongeschichte (Experienced Rhon-History).'
Together they will cover the time from 1911 to 1939.

One question intrigued me especially and I did extensive
research to find an answer to it: Which type of variometer did
Robert Kronfeld use in 19287

A few years ago Alexander Lippisch claimed that it was he
who called Kronfeld's attention to the usefulness of vario-
meters for soaring pilots. He did not say this in 1928, 1 do not
doubt Lippisch’s words, but his memory after so many years.
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My theory is that perhaps balloonists in Kronfeld's Austrian
Aero Club told him about variometers which they had used for
many years to show if their balloons were rising or descending,

How he got the idea doesn’t really matter, but the question
remained about the origin of his variometer, Old timers from
the Wasserkuppe contradicted each other. Somebody’s asser-
tion that Kronfeld's variometer was built for him on the Was-
serkuppe could not be proved.

Then 1 remembered my first self-taught thermal soaring
flights in April 1932 in Robert's old Rhingeist. At that time a
French made Badin variometer was installed on its instrument
panel, The plane was owned since 1928 by the Wasserkuppe
Soaring School. There was no reason for the school manage-
ment lo change the instrumentation during the following years.
Therefore one could assume that this meanwhile antiquated
variometer was the one Kronfeld used in 1928. 1 tended to
accept this conclusion as the most likely one.

However, conscientiously reporting historical facts only, 1
wanted to confirm this hypothesis by searching through the
book Kronfeld on Gliding and Soaring (1932). My hope was to
find in it Kronfeld's own report on how he got the idea of using
a variometer in 1928 and which model he chose. His book was
published in English only. I thought it had been written for the
benefit of the soaring movement in the English-speaking world,
covering all phases from primary gliding to thermal soaring. To
my surprise there was no mention even of the word **variome-
ter"" in Kronfeld's otherwise encyclopedic book about soaring.
1 was thunderstruck, because in my records there was a tele-
gram Kronfeld had sent from London to the German instrument
manufacturer ASKANIA-Berlin on July I, 1931, It read:

082 Deylithe Feichsooft +1% Berlln
}m tonden 5578f26/24 1/7 1221 - AL I
| askentaserxe veritn - Lz
| mm] 7
= lalun nﬂc .l.I!.I. ‘:}‘l Beidebert
By Bt o Bt
1 Jh é_u.ms — Bieird ;wz
1 -an w3t
Londo

- upamnurutuu anLaesslich aersel kanal flLog
‘uné wolkeasegeLfLueden in england gLaenzend

besaehrt besonders askania varioseter fuer segelflof
unentbenriich = robert kronfeld

ASKANIA INSTRUMENTS WORKED BEAUTI-
FULLY ON OCCASION OF CHANNEL FLIGHT
AND DURING CLOUD SOARING FLIGHTS IN
ENGLAND, ESPECIALLY ASKANIA VARIOMETER
INDISPENSABLE FOR SOARING FLIGHTS.
ROBERT KRONFELD.

To be absolutely certain I went through Kronfeld's book
again with a fine tooth comb. No recommendation to use a
variometer! And this in 1932, when soaring in Germany forged
ahead because of the spreading use of variometers in soaring
planes! It appeared that Kronfeld intentionally kept his
English-speaking readers in the dark about the decisive impor-
tance of variometers, a rather unpleasant conclusion which 1
had hesitated to bring out into the open.

Now I read Frank Irving's **50 Years of Peering at the Dials'"
in the December, 1979 issue of S&G, in which he wrote: *In his
book (Kronfeld's), he is not very explicit about its (the Wien’s)
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instrumentation , . . "' and "'Curiously, there doesn’t seem to
be any explicit mention of the variometer: this is particularly
strange because Peter Riedel credits him with the clandestine
use of such an instrument in his Rhongeist in the 1928 Wasser-
kuppe Contest.”™

I would be very happy to hear from British old timers who
might be able to tell whether Kronfeld verbally instructed them
to use variometers or not, when he visited England in 1930 and
1931. 1 plan 1o publish the gist of this report in my second
volume of the Experienced Rhon-History. Any information
regarding the above conclusion would be very welcome and
certainly be mentioned in my book.

From studying contemporary British soaring publications 1
found definite proof that Eric Collins for example did not use a
variometer until July 1, 1933.° A friend of his gave him a
home-made variometer which he used in his rather clumsy
two-seater soaring plane. Being an especially gifted pilot,
according to Philip Wills, Collins soon afterwards established
English distance and altitude records. He became the first Eng-
lish searing pilot to acquire his Silver C, No, 26, on May 17,
1934. Collin's feats might have been accomplished at least one
year earlier, if he had read about the “‘indispensable’ variome-
ter in Kronfeld's book.

To those who consider my conclusion unfriendly towards
Robert Kronfeld I have this to say:

I am writing my Experienced Rhon-History not just with the
idea of flattering the pioneers of soaring. They were human like
everybody else with their strong points and their weaknesses.
Readers of today want to know the plain truth and I will give it
to them as best I can. Those who suspect personal prejudices

p PEEDWELL
AILPLANES

SHEPLEY LANE, HAWK GREEN,
MARPLE, CHESHIRE.

Telephone: 061-427 2488

The Qualified Repairers

C.A A "B" Licence approval in all materials

B.G.A. Senior Inspection Approval, “"E" & "M’ Rating
P.F A Approval - all airframes

should wail to read what I will say in the book about the incred-
ible injustice done to Robert Kronfeld, by assigning the No. |
Silver C to Wolf Hirth and placing Robert in second place. This
happened in Germany between 1935 and 1938, after Kronfeld
had already been shown in the No. | position in all publications
from 1931 to 1935. 1 will just as vigorously defend Kronfeld's
right to position one, as | will criticise the responsible ones,
without regard to their reputation as greal soaring pioneers. See
the list below from the 1938 Handbuch des Segelfliegens, (Hand-
book of Soaring Flight), edited by Wolf Hirth.

1 Wolf Hirth, Stuttgart 15, 2. 31 @ Heinr. Dittmar, Schwein-

2 Nobert Kronfeld, Wien 15 2. 31 furt 3. 4,33

3tGunther Groenhoff, 10 Paul Steinig, Grunau 24. 6. 33
YFrankfurt/Main 156, 4. 31 11 Eberh. Muschick, Dresden 24, 5. 33

4 NKurt Stark, Darmstadt 13, 5. 31 12 ] 1-. O'Meara, New York,

5 Otto Fuchs, Darmstadt 13, 5, 31 10. G.33

6fHermann Mayer, Stettin 10. 8, 31 13 Peler van Husen 17. 7.33

T Peter Ruedel, amt&nppe 6 7.32 14t Walter Fremd, Franken-

B Martin bche:npp. Stutig. 4. 11,32 bausen 2. 7.33

Robert Kronfeld was a loner, but 1 was happy to have his
friendship. In the summer of 1936 he phoned me right after his
arrival in Berlin, together with The Master of Sempill. 1 alone
accompanied them that afternoon to a big reception in the Ger-
man Aero Club. In October 1936 1 visited London and Robert
invited me for dinner in the RAeC or the R Aeronautical
Society's clubrooms. We parted as friends — it was the last time
I saw him. He knew that | was not prejudiced against him.

What could have motivated Robert Kronfeld in failing to
mention the “‘indispensable’” variometer to the English-
speaking soaring people? He certainly felt friendly towards
them and he finally became a British subject. But he was a
professional soaring pilot in 1932, trying to make a living with
his soaring circus by rushing from one air show on the continent
to the next one. It was a precarious existence which could not
last for long. His future in Germany might have been promising
in 1929 and 1930, but the political clouds there were getting
darker as the anti-Semitic Nazi Party gained more and more
votes. Thus he must have decided to keep the clue 1o his suc-
cess as a soaring champion a secret for as long as possible. In
Germany the variometer was no secret any more, as stated
before. In the English-speaking world it still had the value of a
“‘secret weapon''. So he must have chosen to use the word
“altimeter’’, where the word *‘variometer” should have been
the right one, on p212 and 213 of his book.

References: I. Riedel, P.: Erlebte Rhingeschichte, 1911-1939, Motorbuch-Verlag,
Sram art, 1977; 2. K roru'(-.'d R.: Kronfeld on Gliding and Soaring, Hamilton,

lon, 1932; 3. lrving, F.: 50 Years of Peering at the Dials,”’ $&G, December
19?9 p264; 4. Riedel, P.; “Robert Kronfeld and the First Variometer,” Soaring,
May 1976; 5. Hor.rfrjr. T.: Soaring Flight, A. A. Wyn, |96, p269-271.
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Discerning pilots who wanttop performance and top quality choose

ALEXANDER SCHLEICHERS ASW 20

and remain amongst the leaders

1980's National 15 metre class successes include:

Australia . ............. 1st and 3rd places GreatBriain - il sv s el 1st place
AUSIFIR 2 oanmliat sl v an e 2nd place New Zealand ....,...covevviiann 1st place
Belglme e oo ist and 2nd places Swedeh cc i mre i s 1st place
Denmark ......... 2nd, 3rd and 4th places Switzerland ........... 1st and 2nd places
RINIBRE e v s 1st and 2nd places RIS AT 3 1st, 2nd and 3rd places
Germany......... 2nd, 3rd and 4th places

and at the International Contest at Paderborn' in direct competition with the latest in 15 metre class
developments, the standard production ASW 20's gained 1st, 2nd and 3rd places.

If you too are a discerning prospective purchaser then write to Schleichers sole U.K. agents

J. R. Jeffries
LONDON SAILPLANES LTD
Tring Road, Dunstable, Beds.

for details of any of Schleichers current range of gliders
ASK 21 GRP Two-seater trainer
ASW 19 Club Fixed wheel, early solo performance glider
ASW 19 World Championship winning Standard Class glider
ASW 20 15 metre class competitive machine
ASW 20 L Extended tip ASW 20 for weak UK type conditions
ASW 22 Super high-performance open class sailplane
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NEW GENERATION glasfliigel 304

Flapped 15/17m Racing Class
Sailplane v

+ NEW Wing section for better climb and penetration
with or without water

+ NEW Canopydesign, instrument panel hinges forward |
with canopy for easy access

% NEVV/ Directable cockpit ventilation and exhaust
duct

* NEW Adjustable headrest completing the “pilot
tailored’’ cockpit

I % NEW Elegant fuselage design with pointed nose and

new paint scheme

RETAINED All automatic control couplings —
World renowned trailing edge brakes

; e . THOUGHTFUL DESIGN — EXCELLENT FINISH
Colour brochure and details available on request EAST TO RIG AND FLY FOR PERFORMANCE

A. W. HANFREY (SAILPLANES) OR FUN SOARING

v Made in GRP with new mould manufacturing
5 Auclum Close, Burghfield Common. Reading, Berks  iechniques. GLASFLUGEL'S 304 offers the best

Telephone: 0203-25498 or 0735-292544 cost/performance value in its class
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Keeping a sense of proportion

A CAUTIONARY TALE FOR FLEDGLING PILOTS

GEOFFREY H. HAWORTH

I suppose there comes a moment of truth in the flying life of
every glider pilot. Despite statistical proof to the contrary, fly-
ing without the benefit of power is potentially dangerous. Crises
appear quickly and without warning, particularly when con-
centration lapses and confidence begins to grow. At that time a
sudden emergency quickens the heartbeat, raises the blood
pressure and leaves the victim in a somewhat salutary mood.

The story is probably familiar to many but the events hap-
pened to me early in a flying week after a period without prac-
tice. Of course | knew all about the circuit procedure and
heights at various points. 1 had devoured my Piggott and
digested the sage's advice about cutting the circuit if necessary
to the virtual exclusion of a crosswind leg. A multiplicity of
instructors had produced some ambivalence of advice but all, at
least, were agreed on the unreliability of altimeters and the
necessily to disregard instruments on the latter parts of the
circuit.

A tender trap for the unwary

So far, so good, but most instruction to A and B standard is
based on the supposition that the air is more or less stationary,
at least in the vertical plane, whereas the whole stuff of gliding
depends upon the fact that air can ascend quicker than the
glider descends. Yet meteorology and common sense dictates
that rising air must somewhere be replaced by sinking air.
Therein lies the tender trap for the unwary.

The flight was my second of the day, the first having been a
quick turn to get the feel of the Skylark. A general jubilation on
the airfield announced that thermals were beginning —
(“'there's a bit about’ — *'it’s just popping’’ — you know the
sort of thing) and I thought 1 would try my hand despite an
indifferent launch. A quick left turn after release took me over
the black roofed hangars where previous experience and A
level physics had taught me that thermals were likely to be
generated by the ‘‘black bodies’’.

A spellbinding effect

The club Skylark has two variometers, a fascinating green
and red ball affair and the more clinical looking Cook’s. I prefer
the former which seems more friendly though it has its draw-
backs. The green ball has a spellbinding effect which can be
distractingly dangerous, especially if it sticks halfway up the
tube. The delight of gliding, to my mind, is its simplicity yet
there are those who clutter up their cockpits with wireless sets,
screaming variometers and enough paraphernalia to fill a flight
deck. They are the sort, | expect, who cannot enjoy a picnic
without a portable barbecue range, TV and inflatable boat.
Let’s keep things simple — I am essentially “‘a bit of cotton
;nti;lztaped onto the canopy'’ man. But I digress — back to my

t. -
The search for rising air, as | said, had led me over to the left
of the release point and several circles in, more or less, zero
sink had brought me to a position where completion of the
circuit should begin. In fact it should have begun earlier but 1
was not aware of that — I was happy and confident. “‘Now let
me see, USTAL — hand on brake, ignore altimeter, judge all
heights™'. By this time [ was beyond the beginning of the run-
way and about 1o turn left into the crosswind leg, when I real-
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ised that the trees were considerably taller than they ought to
have been, so were the houses. | was much too low and uncom-
fortably far away from home, and it was too late to shorten the
circuit.

Running out of height must be one of the oldest mistakes in
the book and yet, it is inexcusable, A combination of inexperi-
ence. over confidence and a lack of sense of proportion were
the main ingredients. Let me elaborate. Judging height is an
exercise in proportions — twice the height of tall trees, three
times the height and so on. Let us suppose that the judgment
is correct to 100ft. This would be an error of one tenth at 1000ft
but one third at 300ft. The former error is tolerable, the latter
potentially disastrous. One can argue that the estimate should
become progressively more accurate as height reduces, but an
early soaring pilot has his hands full at this stage and preoccupa-
tion may impair judgment.

There can be few situations quite so desolate to a pilot as the
gradual realisation that the glide angle of his machine is insuffi-
cient to guarantee his safe return to the bosom of his pals on the
airfield. It is not the sudden surge of fear that accompanies
awkward cable breaks, but the inexorable nightmare situation
of impending, inevitable disaster. One's regard is not so much
for one's personal safety as for the sheer ridicule and disgrace
which may follow — not so much with meeting one's Maker as
the CFI.

A landing of sorts

By this time the skid seemed to be touching the trees, the
overwhelming instinctive action of pulling the stick back was
resisted, a quick prayer seemed to generate a bit of lift, the
runway was comfortably close now, over the road adjoining the
airfield (thank heaven there's an infrequent bus service) and we
scrambled down to a landing of sorts.

The few moments of silence before the arrival of the retrieve
crew were quite delicious. The advice from those witnesses on
the ground was comprehensive, blunt and quite superfluous.
The lesson had been learned the hard way and it was some time
before | was to cross the boundary on landing at less than 200ft,

I think the Almighty must have been smiling on me that day
— I looked up 1o see the K-7 plus the CFI carelessly soaring at
3000ft oblivious of the personal drama below.

London Sailplanes Ltd.

Tring Road, Dunstable, Beds.
Telephone Dunstable 62068

U.K. Agents for Tost and A. Schleicher
Open Monday to Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

C.A.A. welding and re-sprays
Repairs to wood, glass-fibre and steel tube machines
Stocks of most materials for repairs and re-builds
Wide range of instruments in stock
Barograph and A.S.l. Calibration
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OYERSEAS

Please send news and exchange
coples of journals lo the Overseas
Editor; A. E. Slater, 7 Highworth
Avenue, Cambridge, CB4 2BQ, England.

DUTCH NATIONALS

These were held at Terlet from June 8-22
with 19 pilots flying in the 15m Class and 11
In the Standard Class.

The contest appeared to be almost a
repeat or extension of the 15m Class at
Dunstable with a very complex weather
situation persisting throughout, providing
as many outlandings and hence similar
results. The highest speed achieved was
97.64km/h on Day 4 and the lowest
winning speed was 53.60km/h on Day 5.
Tasks were set on seven days which
resulted in six contest days in both Classes.

| believe that Holland is the only country
left which still uses winch launches for their
Championships. This worked well in gen-
eral but could be a problem if the Classes
are very large. At Terlet it took normally
about 45 to 50min, and up to one hour if
there were any cable breaks, to launch the
30 aircraft. It is achieved by dividing each
Class on two grids and using two four-
cable winches giving a launch height bet-
ween 1300 and 1500ft.

The tasks set for the 15m Class were two
quadrilaterals of 321 and 277km. Three
triangles of 237.5, 217.5, and 437.5km (2 x
218.76km). A goal and return of 201km. The
Standard Class flew slightly smaller tasks
on three days.

The combined total distance set was
54 B38.5km of which 35 169.5km were
flown giving a percentage achieved of
64.13.

Three of the Dutch Team Squad pilots
took the first three places in the 15m Class
— Daan Paré, Mini-Nimbus, Cees Musters,
ASW-20, Baer Selen, LS-3.

In the Standard Class Tony de Bruine,
DG-100, won more than handsomely with a
lead of 1016pts by never dropping below
third on any day. Second, Ferdi Kuypers,
and third Terlet instructor, Henk Frohwein,
both flying a Std Cirrus.

R.H.

CANADIAN NATIONALS

The British had an impact on the Canadian
Nationals held at Claresholm, Alberta from
July 9-18. Paul Sears (Std Libelle) won the
Standard Class; Andy Gough Jnr came fifth
in the 15 Metre Class and Sigma was flown
to third place in the Open Class by Dave
Marsden.

There were eight contest days and the
Standard Class flew more than 1600km
while the Open Class, which had fewer
entries, flew the same tasks as the 15 Metre
Class. Their total distance was 1855km.
The Open Class lost two of its leaders, Dave
Webb and Dick Mamini (both former Cana-
dian Team members) due to accidents.

The Open Class was won by Peter Lamla
(Nimbus 2), gaining 7608pts with Mike
Apps (HP-14) second with 5807pts and
Dave Marsden third with 5604pts.

CONVERT TO POWER

THREE COUNTIES
AERO CLUB LIMITED

Blackbushe Airport, Camberley, Surrey

(ON A30 TRUNK ROAD

45 MINS. FROM LONDON)

Special Courses for Glider Pilots to obtain
Private Pilot's Licence
Silver C Conversion Courses
Narmal Courses for Private Pilot's Licence

. Night Flying = Instrument Flying - R/T - Aerabatics
Flying Instructor Courses
C.A A, Approved Courses 35 hours
Licensed Bar, Diners Club Credit Cards occepled
Barclaycords ond Access occepled

CFl Lourie Adlington  YATELEY 873747 (Monogement) 872152 (Operations)

The 15 Metre Class was dominated by the
brothers Hal and Uli Werneburg, Hal (Mini
Nimbus) coming first with 7446pts and Uli
(Mosquito) second with 7305pts. Dick Cof-
rin (PIK 208) was third with 6007 pts.

Paul Sears won the Standard Class with
7285pts with Willem Langelaan (Std Jantar
2) second, gaining 6968pts and Bruce
MacGowan (ASW-19) third with 6232pts.
Condensed from a report by Colin Tootill.

AUSTRIAN NATIONALS

Dr Alf Schubert (Nimbus 2) scored his sixth
victory by winning the Open Class in this
year's Austrian Nationals at Mariazell from
May 24 to June 7. Hugo Ebner (ASW-20)
was second in this Class which had seven
competitors.

In the Standard Class (21 entries), Heino
Steiner [Phoebus B) won with Heins
Haemmerle (DG-100e) second. Andreas
Haemmerle (Mini Nimbus) was first in the
15 Metre Class (14 entries) and Reinhard
Haggermiller (ASW-20) in second place.

The fastest flight was 107.5km/h by
Stogner of the Standard Class on the fifth
day.

HUMBERSIDE AVIATION
Woodside Road, Wroot,
S. Yorks, DN9 2BP

Telephone 0302-771005
(77010 evenings)

Telex 547192

Proprietor:
FIt. Lt. Roy Greenslade RAF (Ret'd)

MAJOR INSURANCE REPAIRS
&CofA's
to Sailplanes, Hang Gliders,
& Ultra Light Aircraft

The same jolly service and the coffee is free!

TM.61 GLIDER RADIO

Now the new TM. 61 Olider Radio, same size but improved
output ta 1.8 watt at 12.5 volts,

Actual size x 7% "’ long. up to 6 Channels, normally sup-
plied with 130.1 and 130.4, complete with hand-held mike
(or Swan-neck boom mike, oplional extra at £20), speaker

and wiring harness. PRICE £210

LONDON SAILPLANES LTD P'Us VAT
Telephone Dunslable 620468
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Jane and Chris Simpson with thelr daughter Charlotte and a crew member.

It's not a nursery Comp to prepare
embryo pilots for the rigors of a *‘real™
Regionals. It's not just for top pundits
(though if the pilots wore their badges
you'd be dazzled by Diamonds). It's cer-
tainly not a task week. There are usually
possibilities for 300kms and a sprinkling
of 500kms — but it's not about badge
flights. There's nothing quite like it in
the world. (If there is, please write and
tell me.)

Here's what happened this year. We
arrived at North Hill (home of the
Devon & Somerset GC) on June 20 to a
NW gale and lashing rain, obviously
early March. 1 was crewing for Roger
Harlow, his first Comp and my first
crewing job (I'd flown in Enterprise
twice).

Saturday, June 21. Still felt like early
March. Bucketing rain, cold NW gale.
Briefing and John Fielden, our task set-
ter, said *‘pilot selected out and return to
a point at least Skm from the airfield.
One point for each km out and two
points for each km return, plus one point
for each minute airborne provided you
land back at North Hill''. Gasps! Surely

f,

no one would even launch? But the man
isn't actually mad. Here was a task to get
everyone airborne, give them a chance
to *‘suss'’ out the area, pinpoint land-
marks and to discourage them from land-
ing in sodden fields in gusty conditions.
North Hill clear in an island of soarable
weather ringed by storms.

Tony Moulang (ASW-15) was first.
Turned Wellington Monument (15km),
was airborne 6hrs 57min and landed
back. Tony Maitland (Mini Nimbus C)
was second with Justin Wills (Mosquito)
third. There was too much wind for
Tony Smallwood's Gull (hatched about
1937). He was blown inexorably down-
wind, turning tiny exquisite circles and
working all the time. On his way back
from the Wellington Monument he was
finally seduced by Upottery airfield as it
unrolled under him and landed there.
Maurice Clarke got bored with the local
soaring bit and went off visiting Exeter
and the Coast, but he came unstuck and
landed his Std Cirrus at a motorway ser-
vice area and had his retricve organised
by the Devon and Avon police. Caused
confusion at the base control. ““Devon

John Fielden, task setter, discussing the weather with Met man Brian Hunt and Jenny Hunt.

~ North Hill, June 21-29
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. Words by RHODA PARTRIDGE
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Ui Photos by TONY SMALLWOOD

and Avon here''. ‘'No , Devon and
Somerset’’, repeated a few times, each
thinking the other rather thick.

Sunday, June 22. Highly unstable SW
18-25kt. Good vis. Heavy showers.
Re-briefing at 10am. The Met was amaz-
ing. Brian Hunt promised us a small
window of soarable weather due around
1500hrs, The rain radar had shown it,
The field took-off at 1530 on a 100km out
and return race to Winkleigh airfield.
Streets and heavy showers made it hard
work out and downhill back. Justin
(Mosquito) won in lhr 16min. Philip
King (Mini Nimbus C), Chris Simpson
(Kestrel) and Roger Harlow (Mini Nim-
bus C) also got round smartish. Sixteen
gliders landed out, two at the TP in
heavy rain. Irish Dan Begley landed
with great skill under some wires.

—— — — — — — — S W— —

Admitted later that it might have been
less skilful if he'd seen them. He and
Cecily had brought their Phoebus from
Ireland which was most enterprising of
them and made us international.

Monday, June 23. Duff. Some of us
went to Yeovilton and were shown the
control tower by Peter Moorhead. He
explained the goings-on on the various
radar screens with such clarity that even
1 got an inkling of what they were up to.
Tuesday, June 24. A triangle that had
to start at Exbridge. After that you could
choose and go to South Moulton, Chard
pond, Sutton Bingham, the old man at
Cerne Abbas (why *'Old Man™?, he
looks young and virile to me). Still un-
stable NW, Five turned Exbridge and all
but one landed out. The sky was really
mean and nasty and the wind much
stronger than forecast. Tony Maitland
(who had three attempts) said “‘Nastiest
day 1 ever flew on.”” Tony Smallwood
got fed up trying to punch his little Gull
into wind so he photographed a quarry

SAILPLANE & GLIDING
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Kitty Wills, with Justin in the background.

(as far into wind as he could get) and
then fled downwind to Cerne Abbas and
landed on the way back. Maurice Clarke
(Std Cirrus) photographed all the TPs
and landed back. He said it was his
crew's fault, got him launched first
before he was ready. The wooden ships
revolted and wrote rude things on the
briefing board. Too much punching into
wind, The Pocklington mob had a wild
and confused story of being forbidden
the pub loo at Dunkeswell by blacked up
Marine Commandos who took them for
terrorists.

— — — — — — — — — — —

Wednesday, Jume 25. Still very un-
stable NW. Horribly moist air. Task an
out and return to Cerne Abbas (John had
this Freudian fixation about the virile
gent and felt that he should be seen by as
many people as possible). Then a choice
of TPs to the west. It got wetter and wel-
ter. Tony Maitland (Mini Nimbus C)
won. He took off early, watched apathet-
ically by the field (who didn’t fancy it).
After lunch (and a lot of rain) a Skylark
took-off to local soar, whereupon the
field scrambled into the air and fell down
in a tightly packed bunch in the Char-
mouth area. When John puts pins in the

October/November

Tony Smallwood's Gull | over Broadhembury.

map to show who was where, it looked
like bunches of flowers, some towers of
four too. Tony Maitland and Chris
Simpson both did cloud climbs (Tony to
10 000ft) and gave serious talks next day
about the horrors of being covered in ice
with no ASI and bucketing about in the
murk to the sound of thunder.

Thursday, June 26. Fifteen knots NW,
risk of thunder, downpours, super vis.
John set his *“‘Curates egg’’ (good in
parts) task, of which he is justly proud.
There would only be a smallish soarable
island, so he gave ten TPs, the nearest
40km and the farthest 106km. Y ou set off
and photographed one that looked
reachable and then back to photograph
North Hill. Off again to another TP, or
you could land and wait for the storm to
pass. If you landed out you could trail
back and have another try. There were

some remarkable flights done. Chris
Simpson did 406km. Chris Ellis flew his
460 beautifully to do 244km. Maurice
Clarke did 296km. Justin (who,
strangely, had been away at work) did
307km. But there were two prangs. The
DG damaged a wingtip groundlooping in
a field but Roger Harlow did what he
described as a *‘tree loop’' and ended up
with his nose on the ground, his tail
straight up and his wingtips cradled by
branches. He suffered a severely bruised
ego and, after a careful feel over, he dis-
covered a small tender spot on one
elbow. Moral. If you wish 1o touch down
vertically instead of horizontally, head
for the woods. But wasn't he lucky? At
6am the next day ten noble people, led
by Terry Jenvy, set off armed with ropes
and saws and brought her back in time
for briefing. We are deeply grateful. In

Rhoda Partridge judging the 'most enterprising beard of the contest” at the end of the Enterprise
week, Tim Parsons (left) was the winner with tug pilot Alan McHason (right) the runner-up.




. 4 NEW IMPROVED VERSION OF THE
-&\ WELL-KNOWN WINNERS JANTAR 1
= E, AND JANTAR STD. FULLY INSTRU-

MENTED. OFFERED AT SPECIAL
STD JANTAR 2 SZD 48 PROMOTION PRICE OF £7,300 PLUS

VAT. AVAILABLE EX STOCK

JANTAR 2B

20-5 m span 48:1 glide angle
The choice of champions

One available immediately
at SPECIAL LOW PRICE

4 minutes to tow a glider to 1,000m
1 minute to descend from 1,000m
5 minutes for the whole towing operation

—=T_ | PZL-WILGA MAY BE BOUGHT, HIRED OR LEASED - Please enquire

PZL INSTRUMENTS — SPARE PARTS
AVAILABLE NOW FROM b

CHILTERN SAILPLANES LTD e ‘

AT BOOKER 4 /
Tel: High Wycombe (0494) 445854 ’4 “w

AT SPECIAL PRICE

BOCIAN 1E — £5,650 + var 0GAR d

TWO-SEATER TRAINER SUPPLIED Two-seater Training Motor Glider Limbach Pusher engine 68

HP Glide angle 1:27 supplied with full set of instruments.
WITH FULL SET OF INSTRUMENTS Demonstrator at Booker NOW

WYCOMBE AIR PARK-BOOKER AlRFII-ELD-MARI.OW-BUCKS

Telephone: High Wycombe (0494) 40911 (evenings and weekends 0628-39690)

24 hour answering service
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the event she wasn't as badly hurt as one
would have expected. A total of 3133km
were flown on this unlikely day.

Friday, June 27. Ridge, high to SW,
cloudbase to 4000ft, lift to 4kt. Justin
launched to try cross-Channel before
briefing but John wouldn't send the fleet.
Not quite good enough. He set an elastic
sort of free distance task. You could use
Lasham or Dunstable as dog leg TPs, or
you could return from them. Interesting
to see competitors and crews bustle out
of briefing, looking hugely cheerful. No
groans aboul expensive retrieves or
mutinous crews. The tasks to date had
been very economical in retrieves and
the idea of heading off with a following
wind (about 10kt) really delighted the
pilots. Tony Smallwood won the day.
Enterprise people love to see Tony and
the little blue Gull do well. He did
301km, and was airborne over seven
hours. He turned Eastbourne and then
found a sea breeze front and floated back
to Shoreham. Said it was the easiest day

“Rolly" Trotter who kept the clubhouse looking
immaculate.

ever. He was never below 3000ft. Tony
Moulang, second, turned Lasham and
sunk to earth at the bottom of the rising
ground that leads to North Hill. Justin,
third, said it was so nearly on to go
foreign, but just not quite. He landed at
Dover and had his impeccable Mosquito
used as a rubbing post by bullocks,
which also lovingly licked his canopy.
Did his profile no good, but not disas-
trous,

Saturday, June 28, Very heavy rain
during the night. We woke 1o a grey
misty morning with a scatter of cars and
trailers where they'd been abandoned as
their pilots and crews stumbled into their
tents and caravans. Only local soaring,
but an excellent party in the evening.

October/November

Kitty Wills presented the trophies. Chris
Simpson was the winner, Tony Maitland
second (only 17 points between them)
and Justin Wills third (well, if you must
go off to work ...). The Enterprise
special goblet went to Tony Smallwood
for his flight to Eastbourne and
Shoreham. There were Lhree two-seaters
competing and the Bocian won. Mike
Mayo said he'd learnt more flying
Enterprise than years of club flying
would give. They all did good flights and
it seems an excellent way 1o have a lot of
fun, learn a lot and cut costs.

Sunday, June 29. We all made off say-
ing (hopefully) *'See you next year’.
Quite a number flew home with empty
trailers trundling below. | don’t know
how they all did, but Tony Maitland
landed back at Shobdon.

Competing against the
weather

That’s what happened. So what’s dif-
ferent about Enterprise? | think it shows
on the puzzled faces of the competitors
as they come out of briefing. What will
be the clever task to do? How to win the
most points? One or two admitted that it
was easier just to mark the task on their
maps and go zotting off mindlessly with-
out being lumbered with decisions. But
the way John sets up a day's flying
means that you've got to really think
hard. As he said, quoting Philip Wills,
*‘the competition is against the
weather’'. The pilots were learning to
extract the last drop of flying out of a
given day’s conditions. Mind you, we
were lucky to have Brian Hunt as our
Met man. As well as being a skilled and
meticulous forecaster, he has the happy
knack of being able to explain clearly the
situation and how it could develop. He's
also an attractive man with a smashing
wife who worked in the control caravan
every flying day. They're a great addi-
tion to any Comp.

Intimate “family” feeling

North Hill is the perfect place to hold
Enterprise. We hosted the Comp at
Shobdon last year and it was a lot of fun,
but 1 have, regretfully, to admit that
North Hill works better. Unadulterated
by power and parachute clubs, there's an
intimate ‘‘family’” feeling. The grass
field on the hill with the three great
beech trees and wide view of Devon is
most beautiful and has a very lovely
atmosphere. The members work so hard
to make us welcome and they have an
excellent clubhouse and bar. It looked so
neat and pretty when we arrived [ hope it
didn't look wrecked after we'd left. It’s a
special place to hold a special Comp.

Mike Pope waiting for his launch.
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AND
GENERAL

NEWS

AN EXCEPTIONAL NATIONALS

The Open Class of the Arctic Lite Nationals,
at Lasham from August 16-25, ended on a
cliff hanger with only 12pts separating
Ralph Jones (Nimbus 2c¢s) in first place and
Bernard Fitchett (ASW-17) in second posi-
tion. Chris Rollings (Nimbus 2) was 57pts
behind Bernard. And these results weren't
known until minutes before the prize-
giving late on the Monday evening after the
strict scrutiny of TP photographs.

Ralph had 6489pts, Bernard 6477 and
Chris 6420pts.

The final day's task was also dramatic.
George Lee was just six seconds in front of
Bernard Fitchett after completing a 390km
task. They both-scored 1000pts.

The Standard Class Champion, Andrew
Davis (Std Cirrus) gained 6265pts with Ted
Shephard (Std Cirrus) second, 5340pts,
and Martin Wells (DG-100) third with
5332pts.

Bill Scull, Competition Director, worked
out that of the 93 410km set for the Open
Class B0% were achieved with 86 869km
flown. The Standard Class completed
24 190km of a possible 51 755km, giving an
approximate 47% of the total set.

Full report and results in the next issue.

MOGAS FLIES OK AT 14 000FT

The BGA are progressing with the motor-
spirit trials, funded by the Light Aviation
and Gliding Foundation. In a progress
report, Dick Stratton, BGA Chief Technical

PHILIP WILLS MEMORIAL FUND

Following the death of Philip Wills in 1978 the BGA, after consultation with his
family, decided to establish a Fund in his memory, the object being 1o promote
sporting flying in gliders. The Fund was duly established as an entirely independent
entity with Trustees who are however appointed on the nomination of the BGA. | am
glad 1o say that the response to appeals on behalf of the Fund has resulted in the
Fund raising a sum to date of £8050.

During Philip's lifetime in 1970 he gave to the BGA the sum of £3250 and the BGA
matched this on a pound for pound basis which resulted in a Fund appearing in the
BGA's balance sheet entitled The Philip Wills Reserve Fund. In accordance with
Philip's wishes The Philip Wills Reserve Fund has been used lo make loans to
member ¢clubs to enable them to acquire or improve sites or buildings. The policy of
the BGA when administering the Fund was to make loans to clubs at interest rates
below those currently prevailing in the open market. | am delighted to say that the
BGA has now decided to transfer the Reserve Fund to the trustees of the new
Memarial Fund so that the Memorial Fund will be an entirely independent body
administering funds with a net value of some £18 000.

Al a recent meeting of the Trustees of the Fund it was decided that the general
policy of the Trustees would be to continue to make loans to clubs for the purchase
and improvement of sites and buildings.

Over the course of the years the Reserve Fund has made loans to clubs as fol-
lows:

£2000 to South Wales in April 1971 towards buildings.

£300 to Dumfries & District in August 1971 towards hangar.

£1000 to Blackpool & Fylde in October. 1971 towards freehold purchase.

£2000 to Staffordshire in November 1971 towards freehold purchase.

£500 to Blackpool & Fylde in March 1972 for site development.

£500 to Blackpool & Fylde in July 1972 for site development.

£2000 to Northumbria in January 1974 towards freehold purchase.

£400 to Dumfries & District in August 1978 towards buildings.

£2000 to Northumbria in August 1978 towards clubhouse.

£1000 to Staffordshire in July 1979 for site development.

At the time of writing the Trustees of the Fund have in hand about £12 000 avail-
able for lending and any clubs which wish to apply for loans should write to me c/o
the BGA and the Trustees will consider all applications which are received.

| need hardly add that the Fund is always open to receive contributions from time
to time which anyone may wish to make.

CHRISTOPHER SIMPSON, Chairman, Trustees of Philip Wills Memorial Fund

Officer, said the MOGAS test aircraft, a
Beagle Airedale with a Lycoming 0-360
engine, was recently climbed to 14 000t on
BS 4040 "4 Star” and then the AVGAS sup-
ply was selected wilh no detectable differ-

RIGHT HEIGHT BUT
WRONG CBUNTRY!

- .
Tom Zealley, BGA Chairman, photographed with his wife June by Roger Barretl, immediate past BGA

Chairman, after his wave flight to 22 5001t at Sisteron, France, in June. But Tom isn't claiming his
Diamond as he wants fo get it in British airspace.
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ence in engine operating performance.

This altitude test will be repeated from
time-to-time to determine whether the dif-
ference in vapour pressure between
AVGAS (7.0psig) and the more variable
MOGAS (7.5-14psig) induces vapour lock-
ing in a typical fuel system.

The Airedale has been fitted with cylinder
head temp gauges on each cylinder, induc-
tion and exhaust gas temp gauges, as well
as large scale manifold pressure and RPM
instruments.

SUPER CUB FLIES ATLANTIC
The Essex GC's new Super Cub has been
flown across the Atlantic from the Piper
factory in Pennsylvania by ferry pilot Ernie
Kuney. The aircraft had fuel tankage for
100 US gallons and the longest leg from
Hornafjordur, Iceland, to Prestwick took
Bhrs 40min. The entire trip took 53hrs.
This is the second new Super Cub to be
delivered to a UK gliding club this year, the
first going to the London GC.

NEVER TOO OLD!

Two years ago Josée Mosley-Williams,
daughter of the aviation pioneer José
Weiss, went solo at Wycombe Air Park hav-
ing been told by her own club that she was
too old at 72 years. She has now had 21
solo flights, one of 90min with a 4000ft
climb, and is poised to complete her
Bronze C. (Information condensed from
the Vintage Glider Club's newsletter.)
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NOT SUCH A BAD SEASON!

The points at the top of the National Ladder
are now more than have been achieved
since that fabulows summer of 1976 and it
Is early in the season yet, notes Mike Ran-
dle, National Ladder Steward.

Open Ladder

Leading pilot Ciub Pts  Flts
1L. E. Beer Thames Valiey 7252 4
2F. ). Sheppard Airways 6682 4
3D. 8 Watt Airways 6364 4

4 M. Bird London 3785 4
Club Ladder

Leading pilot Club Pts Flts
1 P. A Gaisford Swindon 3840 4

2 B. Pentecost  Surrey & Hants 2125 2

3 A. Crossley Thames Valley 1325 4

4 A, Brierley Midland 1281 4
FATAL ACCIDENT

David Hawkins was on the final stages of a
4hr 10min cross-country during the Booker
Regionals on July 22 in an Astir when he is
thought to have spun in. The barograph
trace showed that seven minutes before
the accident the glider was too low to glide
o Booker and the lowest point immediately
prior 10 the crash was 350t above
Wycombe Air Park. The field in which the
glider crashed was approximately 150ft
below airfield height (370ft above msl; WAP
is 520ft above msl) but from the low point
the glider may have climbed 300ft or so
before crashing.

DISUSED AIRFIELDS TO AVOID

Several gliders from the clubs in the south
have recently landed at the Ministry of
Defence Propellants, Explosives and Roc-
ket Motor Establishment, Westcott in Buck-
inghamshire. The Director of the Establ-
ishment is most concerned at this increase
in landings because the runways are in a
poor condition and a large number of the
buildings which surround, and in some
areas have encroached onto the perimeter,
contain hazardous materials. It might be
almost impossible to recover a glider from
some parts of the Establishment and could
be extremely expensive.

Gaydon, near Stratford-upon-Avon, is
another aerodrome to avoid. British Ley-
land use it as a vehicle proving ground and
they have complained that pilots are land-
ing there which is dangerous both for them
and Leyland employees.

WAVE SOARING DAYS

You may remember Tom Bradbury's letter
in the June issue, p150, when he appealed
for basic details of exceptional wave soar-
ing days to help him with the survey he is
hoping to make on Met conditions over the
British Isles on those days. The response
has been encouraging but he would still be
pleased to hear from more pllots who can
spare the time to go back over their log-
books. A simple note such as: 1.24 Oct 69
{am) 2. 17 000ft 3. Portmoak, would be
adequate and Tom feels it is worth going
back as much as 25 years. Please send
details to him at 87 Point Royal, Bracknell,
Berks.

October/November

BGA ACCIDENT SUMMARY —

Compiled by ARTHUR DOUGHTY,
Chairman ol the BGA Salety Panal .

Rat.

No

Glider
Type

BGA
Mo

Date
Time

Place

Pilot/Crew

SUMMARY

Aga

Injury

P/Hrs.

47

SHK

1578

Z|Damag

03.05.80
14.00

1 mile SSE of
Duftftown,
Banffshire

28

N

200

Hilltop field selected at 15000 and decision
to land made at B0OI. Approach from lee of
escarpment aiming to land well into field bul
falled lo recognise that fwst part sloped
uphill and secand part downhill. Landed on
downhill section and groundigoped 1o avoid
running into farm q

48

Clympia 463

04.05.80
13.30

Pershore

Pilat did DI prior to glider being liown by

another pilot and during pre-flight chack

belore flying himsell lound controls operat-

ing normally, During Might he found elevalor

was not funcliomng correctly. On landing

safely ‘@ was found the sfarboard outer
hinge pin was missing

49

K-2

1418

04.05.80
14.00

Lang Marston

43

Pilot low in circuil made approach almost at
right angle fo established landing path,
Approach obstructed by Tiger Moth tug
which had landed |ust previously. Closed
airbrakes, hopped over Tiger Moth kissing
top of fuel tank with main wheel, landed
heavily and ran into pontoons stored on
runway.

SD3-157

2305

W/O

18.05.80
7

Birchwaite Road
Windermere

25

At BDOON above Windermaere decided to land
as area to north was unsuitatle, After 20min
inspection decided lo land on athletics Irack.
At 1001t on approach decided track was too
small. Turmed right for small field with
approach over houses and ftreas. Siruck
frees 301t above ground with wings level Fell
tail first jo ground.

51

Pik 200

10.05.80
17.00

Wycombe Air
Park

24

160

On approach with flap and full airbrake pilot
found he was undershooting. Apparently
confusad airbrake and flap lever and instead
of using airbrake 1o adjust the glide path he
raisad the flap. Descended rapidly in semi-
stalled condition through downwind bound-
ary hedge and coll with concrete biocks.

52

53

Dart 178

1293

27.04.80
13.00

3 miles west of
Lashenden

57

Pllol crowded approach into selected field
and realised he would not be able 10 land in
it. Overshot inte next field breaking tele-
phone wire along road separating heigs.
Touched down about 140 yards into second
field and 10 yards before a ditch St deep
and @it wide. Ran across ditch collapsing
U/C on far bank and shd for another 80 yards
geicre stopping. 500 yards of field beyond
iteh.

1315

18.05.80
15.30

ASW-19

2360

04.04.80
14.20

Falgunzeon

Weslon-on-the-
Green

55

Olympia 28

1040

17.05.80
18.30

Kingsomborne.
Nr Stockbridge,
Hants

5|

After landing the glider was moved back to
tha launch point with the downwind wing
being held. At tha launch point the wing was
hald level for the next crew lo board when a
tharmal gust fifted the wing. An instruclor
shouted "Get the wing down” and the
member holding 1the downwind wing low-
ered i, thus furthar axposing the underside
of the upwind wing 10 the gust which turned
| the giidar onto its back.

Lowered U/C and turned finals at 3001t and
conlused U/C lever with airbrake lever, Real-
ised he would nol gel in from siraight
approach and initisted “S” turn to lose
height still not realising he had hold of
wrong lever. U/C ratracted at touchdown
and glder landed on belly.

Selected field at 20001 but on downwind leg
changed choice 1o adjoining playing lield
because crop looked long. Sideshp
approach o avoid powear wires. On louch-
down decided field was shor and lo avaoid
running info upwind boundary put skid on
ground and veered right. Noliced swings and
slides and veered left. Wing struck swing,
glider rotated and tail hil see-saw.

57

Swallow

7

26.04,80
14.15

Tarrant Rushton

13

First fight on type. Approach at excessive
spead and lalled 1o level off for landing.
Bounced into air in nose up atlitude then
over-gorrecied and landed heavily on nosa.

Eagle

847

19.04.80
11.30

Tarrant Rushion

P2

20

1052

Cockpil checks compieled bul due to 8 delay
‘while tug refuelled the opportunily was taken
o reseal air experience passenger In front
cockpit. Al 3001t on tow side hinged lront
canopy opaned and raar hinged rear canopy
opened backwards, Apparently front canopy
nol correctly locked sfler reseating pas-
senger.

2527

04.04.80
16.30

Nympsheld

300

For practice pilot attempted a shori lald
tanding in light wind conditions, Misjudged
clearance over angle iron and wire boundary
fence and struck underside of luselage and
starboard lailplane on one of the posts.

58

Olympia 28

795

04.05.80
16.40

Dancaster

44

26

Pilot was offered and scceplad @ winch
launch despite obstruction of launch path by
another glider which had landed adjacent ta
cables, As launch progressed i1 was noted
cable was under K-13 and “Slop" was given.
Pilot released and landed ahead.

Phoebus C

1570

05.05.80
16.45

Porimoak

Pilot failed to level oft for landing and
touched down heavily collapsing U/C and
damaging bulkheéad to which il Is atlachad.
Balicaned into air, partially closed airbrakes
and then landed heavily in swalled condition
from about 1t

[]

Astir CS77

AGA 17

16.05.80
12.00

Lasham

21

118

During a short soanng fhght in windy condi-
tians a runway change was ellecled Under-
estimated wind strangth and gradien! and
undershal sinking wingtip on concrele post
in downwind boundary hedge. Glider yawed
about winglip and landed sideways.

239



OWNERS ALERTED TO HAZARD

What was described by Dick Stratton, BGA
Chief Technical Officer, as “a most excel-
lent piece of aeronautical detective work"
by Keith Mitchell investigating the wreck-
age of an LS-1C which spun in, has resulted
in owners of this particular glider-type
being alerted. It was discovered that the
rear trim-spring, which locates in a hole in
the trim lever, was poorly formed, see
photograph.

Initially this was thought to have been

stretched in the accident, but further
inspection showed wear and polish marks
on the cadmium plating of the spring end
which indicated that only the very end of
the spring had been bearing in the hole in
the trim lever. Movement of the spring lever
caused the end of the rear trim-spring to
slowly and progressively move out through
the hole until only about a millimetre of the
spring was engaged in the hole in the trim
lever. A gentle push disengaged it
altogether, whereupon the forward spring
pulled the control column sharply forward.

The loads on the control column with the
trim system intact were about 1%z to 2lb
for full back and full forward stick move-
ment. With the rear trim-spring disengaged
it required a force of 6Ib to return the con-
trol column to approximately the neutral
position. As a result of this malfunction,
which occurred at low level, a pilot induced
oscillation (PIO) is believed to have contri-
buted to the cause of this accident. The
trim system is permanently buried in the
structure and inspection isn't possible
without cutting access holes.

INTER-UNIVERSITY TASK WEEK
Saltby, June 30-July 4

On the Wednesday, after two days of
screaming gales and torrential rain, the
weather calmed down enough for a 110km
goal race (crawll?) to Duxford via Eyebrook
Reservoir. Brian Spreckley, our enthusias-
tic task setter, forecast the arrival at Dux-
ford of five of the 12 competing gliders.
The Cambridge K-7 arrived first, winning
the day. Six minutes later Edinburgh's K-13
zoomed into second place followed fairly
quickly by the Armchair Pilot's Astir, the
Durham Skylark 4 and the Saltby K-6. Not-
tingham's K-2 landed near Baldock, the
Cambridge K-6 near Grafham Water (for
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1961

05.05.80

Holberrow

Green,

Nr Redditch.
Warcs

)

Pilot was down to 10001t before starting to
look for a field and then found all those
within range were unsuitable (small and
sloping). Picked largest, 2 acres. and an
touchdown realised he would nct stop so
hopped hedge 1o overshoot, ¥:-% acre, and
landed normally but at 45 1o side hedge with
which he collided

1845

13.04.80

North Scarle,
Nr Lincoln

Picked large pasture hield but failed to assess

Wil y and app: L
Overshot to next field and collided with a
ewe and a lamb.

LS-1

2449

w/o

28.05.80
13.40

Parham

40

7]

On base leg the glider was seen to turn away
from the site, pitch nose down and make a
spiral descent to the ground. Preliminary
investigation suggests control difficulties
due o hook on end of one of the trimmer
springs becoming detached from anchar-
age. Furlther details swailed

65

DG-200

30 05.80

16.00

5% NM south
east of Fillon
AfF

47

Competiticn cross-counlry. Weather
deteriorated 10 showers. Flew to clear air
arriving at 1500ft over poor field landing ter-
rain, Selected best availabie field but failed
lo assess wind direclion correctly. On
louchdown wing dropped and glider veered

hedge. S in ging
heading but nol direction of travel and skid-
ded side ways into hedge and ditch, Wind
was 45" on tail

ASW-15

1 mile east of
Theddingworlh,
Leicestershire

772

Attempting to return to A/F alter poor start to
cross-country. Down fo 7000t about three
miles from A/F decided to land in pasture
field. Noted ndge and furrow at east side bul
narth-west corner looked smooth, On fand-
ing run glider ran into furrow and nose due
to poor urrqi:_ls ridge

67

K-8

17.05.80
1324

Parham

23

Glider snalched at start ol winch launch,
wing dropped and pilol released cable,
Glider rolled on slight gradient in front of
launch point and piveled aboul wingtip
through 180" Collided with second ghder in
ling adjacent to taunch point and awaiting
launch

Speed Ashir

10.05.80
?

Bredenbury,

Nr Bromyard,
Worcs

54

pling 1o th i at i Iitude of
12001t over ground about 800Mt high with 20
galls waterballasl. Initialed walter dump and
decided 1o land in lield below which was
suitable. Failed to ensure U/C was correctly
locked down. On touchdown in turbulent air
glider bounced, U/C retracted, 1hen landed
heavily on bally with 7-8 galls still on board.

89 |

Eagle

11.05.80
1425

Cranwaell North
P2

443

After 10mins of flight following a winch
launch the side hinged lront canopy opened
and the rear hinged rear canopy opened
backwards. P1 stales he checked the frant
canopy (which relains rear canopy in closed
position) was properly closed before fight
Rough thermals at time. Latch checked —

¥

70

Sovereign

1811

18.05.80
1630

Swanton Morley

P2

55

55

FPupil, PPL conversion, imtialed approach
with airbrake but P1 elecied 1o take over o
avoid intrusion of power approach. An "'S”
furn was commenced and a! the same hime
an alempt was made o close the airbrakes
but P1 could not mave the lever. Due to high
aink the glider struck the ground with pon
wingtip and main wheel belore recovery
from “5° was completed. Subsequent

v that wh cable
{which is linked 1o airbrake operating rods)
had wrapped round the axla thus lensioning
and elfectively shortening the cable. When
the airbrakes were opened il released the
tension in the cable and the shorlening due
to wrapping raund the wheel axle prevented
closure

il

Aslir CS

2249

W0

07.06.80
12.40

Stoford Water,
Kenlisbeare.
Devan

45

703

A 20001 serotow was requested dul pilol
released apparently narmally at 13001t 2-2vy
miles upwind from site at North Hill. He flew
oack lowards site and was lost 10 view. An
independent wilness stated that shortly after
seaing the glider release he saw it “spiral”

until it disapp from sight
and was heard to sirike the ground. Furlher
report awailed

72

K-Ge

2527

04.04.80

Mympslield

z

300

Duplicate of report 58/80.

73

K-Be

1449

13.05.80
19.00

Aboyne

34

First Hlight on type and alter 2Vehrs wave
soaring relurned 1o circull and noted wind
had changed. Strong sink al downwind la
base leg but 100 high at base leg to finals.
Continued approach with indecision
whether to overshoot 1o next leld, Touched
down on runway and ran off inlo rough
ground

74

Prefect

1141

11:05.80
1231

Strathaven

24

Low in circull and approach with no air-
brake. Failed to round oul adequately for
touch down on up slope (slow?) bounced
into alr and landed heauily on tront of skid
and nose.

Cirrus VTC

24.05.80
18.30

28

After high speed runs just under Ve of 120kt
pilal heard a sharp crack when flying al
115kt lofiowed by severe vibration of control
column and airframe. Reduced speed climb-
ing back to 1200, during which time the
canopy and instrumeni panel became
detached, and baled out. Damage nofed
L ¥ o

tailplane at root.

SAILPLANE & GLIDING



76 | Phoebus 1505 | M | 17.05.80 | Thruxton
15.00

39

On finals pilot noted a Dove take off from
runway and a light aircraft which had just
landed cleared right and was backiracking
down the glider landing area. Light aircraf
failed lo stop and give way 1o landing glider
which 1o avoid collision lurned left after
:ouchdown and struck winglip on runway
ight

77 | Blanik 1731 |W/O| 25.05.80 | Thruxton
1510

Cylist

P2 |

21

184

Air
exp

During last stage of finals boys on bicycles
(trespassers) were seen on the perimeler
Irack riding Into the approach of the glicer.
The leading boy turned to ride in the same
direction as the ghder and ducked but was
struck by the tailplane. Glider swerved right,
pilched nose down wilh broken tailplane and
i with a glider trailer.

7| Taia 856 |W/O| 14.06.80
17.40

Thame

Gliders wera being pul away as the wind
sirength had increasad An nsiructof was in
charge of the T-21s which was parked and
was at the lower winglip. When the wind
started 1o move it he was unable 1o restrain i
and it was blown over

01.06.80 | Houghton,
18.00 | Nr Stockbridge,
Hanis

107

Large insect entered cockpit through ront
venl and struch pilol below eyebrow ang
Ihen entered eye bahind spectacies. Let go
ol airbrake lever and brakes opened fully as
pllot b ked off Temp ¥

ol vision and directional control and on
recovery saw he was heading towards left
boundary fence wilh which glider collided.

80 | Pik 200 2235 | S | 01.06.80 | Lasham
17.15

Pedestrian

B | Asw-20 2423 | M | 250580 | Goring on_

14.15 Thames

58

T

292

Al roundoul to land 1o night of another gliaer
which had just landed, pilol observed two
males walking from nght from perimeler
track onto landing area. One was struck
causing ghider 1o yaw and groundloop.
P were nor 5 p ]
1o take photographs.

On downwind leg noticed electnc lence
across middle of hela. Approach was uphill to
and beyond lence and then downhill o
upwind boundary. Elected o land over fence
but with excess speed failed 10 siop before
roling over brow onto downgradient. To
avoid collision with upwind boundary Initi-
aled ground loop and stopped 20 yards shorl
ol boundary

82 | T.21a | 570 |W/C| 12,0680
| 1750

=

Ridgwell Datly
P2

83 | DG-200 | 2436 | M | 30.05.80
14.30 4 miles south

of Bath

Limpley Stoke, T

65
57

33

Pupil turned onto base leg al about 3001t and
then made a fast diving turn onto finals,
Insirucior ook over and altempled to correct
but winglip louched corn at threshold induc-
ing yaw. The other wingnip struck upper wing
of parked glider which arrested yaw and
T-218 dropped 1o ground

Altempling 1o penefrale rainstorm to TP but
relreated in area ol poor helds. Abandoned
choice of field when on base leg because of
high sink and tall irees on approach Went
lor aiternate immediately below traversed by
two sets of power wites al lalegraph pole
height with 1all rees on approach Oived
under power wirés and with @xcess speed
changed attitude for roundout but not

B4 | Kestrel 22 2487 | M | 13.06.80 | Dunstabie

15.15

discatt UCodlibipdiadios & o Sevmes
Al about 150t during @ winch launch the
canopy Diew off i

85 | Astie 2184 | M | 23.05.80 |Bignor.

16.30 |Sussex

41

93

After hillsoaring South Dewns for 3hrs at
200-5001t above iop enlered a paich of
strong sink. Rather than turn back to good
landing areas, tried 10 penalrate sink to parl
of hill whera good it had previously been
found, Lift did nol materialise and was com-
mitted 1o landing in field ol corn, Wingtip

caught ¢rop and p d ground loop.

86 | Libelie 1874 N | 30.05.60 | Lasham

Aglir ? N

40

Astir pilol joined circuit a1 BOOM and on
downwind experienced heavy sink and rain
50 lurned 1n early and staled he was lowar
than Livelle Libelle on normal approach and
piiot made shallow left turn lo avoid colii-
sion. closed airbrakes and extended glide to
land further into airfieid

B7 | Kfcn 1 M | 25.05.80 |Duxford

16.00

23

On landing run glider ran over malehill obs-
cured by long grass causing damage 1o
underside of fuselage aft of wing trailing
edge.

01.06.80 |Terlet
1530 | Holland

88 | ASW-15 208 | M

353

Undercasriage collapsed on landing run aller
rolling over wh across the ng
area which was described as “not particu-
larly rough”

1563 | M ¥z mile south

15.06.80
7 of Lasham

34

Local soaring with 20kt wind and cloudbase
1800-2000Mt. Drifted downwind and returned
twice but third time found it impossible 1o
get back 10 A/F. Picked lield but was under-
shooting. Stalled onto downwind boundary
lence while trying 1o clear il

01.06.80
1315

Nympsheld

28

[Winch iaunch and just prior 1o unstick wing-
tip touched long grass. Continued launch
and slight yaw developed becoming worse
when wheel litted off with tip still on ground
Glider lifted off and cable back released
when winch driver cul power on receipl of
“Stop™ signal. Glider at about 40N low air-
spaed pointing ds opbstruchions and
frees on boundary Dived 1o build up speed
hoping to clear trees lo ndge and valley
beyond. Tailskid siruck a lrailer pitching
glider nose down and il struck the ground
and turned over onlo s back 200t from

boundary wall

October/November

Silver distance) and the Oxford K-7 within
cursing distance of the goal.

The weather changed again for the
worse. Thursday's task was a tiny 65km
triangle. The only finisher was Cambridge's
K-6¢R. The rest of us were scattered round
the task area, more or less pleased with
how far we'd got! Three gliders landed in a
playing field near Newark and the pilots
were photographed by the local press.
Smile please! because the last day, Friday,
was a raspberry.

Congratulations to Edinburgh and Peter
Whitehead (ex-Cambridge) for winning yet
again, with many thanks to the organisers,
to the Buckminster GC and especially to
Tricia Horner for cooking breakfasts, look-
ing after the grid and doing the scoring.

Next year's task week will be held at Dux-
ford, probably from June 28 to July 5. For
further information write to Dr A. W. F.
Edwards, 56 Lantree Crescent, Trumping-
ton, Cambridge.

Final resulte: 1. Edinburgh (K-13), 1095pts;
2. Durham (Skylark 4), 1057pts; 3. Cambridge
(K-7), 1029pts; 4. Oxford (K-7), 995pts; 5. Saltby
(K-6CR), 881pts; 6. Cambridge (K-6CR), 876°pts;
7. Nottingham (K-2), 860pts; Cambridge (Astir),
812pts; 9. Nottingham (K-6CR), 428pts; 10.
Edinburgh (K-8), 135pts; 11. Portsmouth (Foka 5),
23pt and 12. Portsmouth (Kestrel 19), Opts.
*=photographic penalty.

S. N. Longland

ATC GIRLS TO GLIDE

Hitherto girls have been admitted to the
Army Cadet Force, the Sea Cadet Corps
and the Combined Cadet Force but not into
the Air Training Corps. This "‘anomaly"”, the
RAF announces, is now to be removed with
a trial scheme for giris of 13 to 18 years to
join "a small number of selected squad-
rons from all parts of the country.” They
will take part in the same activities as the
boys, including learning to glide.

GLIDING CERTIFICATES

ALL THREE DIAMONDS

No. Name Club 1980
105 C. D. Rowland Thames Valley 8.5
106 L. Bleakin Cotswold 184
107 M. Bird London 276
DIAMOND DISTANCE
No. Name Cilub 1980
1/161 C. D. Rowland Thames Valley 95
17162 J. W. West Surrey & Hants 95
DIAMOND GOAL
No. Nama Club 1980
2/951 K. Stewart Lasham 95
2/952 A. Roher Narrowmine 201279
2/953 J.W. Lang SGU 204
2/954 L. R. Merritt Southdown 19.4
2/955 N.W. Baker Lasham 95
2/956 L.J Sole Surrey & Hants 9.5
2/957 D. M. Lush Surrey & Hants 95
2/958 S. Samson Narrowmine 183
2/959 M. P. Osborn Bicester 195
2/960 D. A. Hawkins Thames Valley 9.5
2/961 R A Harlow Herelordshire 17.5
2/962 J. Sharples Doncaster 7.6
2/963 A. S. Brodrick Thames Valley 9.5
2/964 J. G. Bell Surrey & Hants 9.5
2/965 A. Ginevor Kestrel 95
2/966 J. M. Alcock Bicester 125
2/967 J. A. Davies Surrey & Hants 9.5
2/968 A R. Wright Thames Valley 9.5
2/969 A Hegner Thames Valley 21.7
2/970 D. Caunt Bicester 227
2/971 R.M.C. V. Bailey Buckminster 9.5
2/972 A Crowden Airways 24.7
241



DIAMOND HEIGHT
No. Name

3/454
3/455
3/456
3/457
3/458
37459
3/460
3/481

B. Stott
L. Bleakin

L. Cooper

P. Kerrigan
M. Bird

GOLD C COMPLETE

No.
754
755

Name

K. Stewart
A. Roher

756 P.J. B. Wilby

757
758
759
760

J. Sharples

J. G. Bell
W. R. Mayo

A Hegner
M. D. Allan
772

GOLD C DISTANCE
Name

P. F. Walsh

K. Stewart

A. Roher

J. W, Lang

L. A, Merritt

. W. Baker

). Sole

pze®
g

p&spps?&;pzmprz
»z .

O»

- %

R. M. C. V. Bailey
M. D. Allan
A Crowden

GOLD C HEIGHT
Name
T. A, T, Chapman

J. D. Sorrell
J. F. Wilson

Ox
i,
c

=

?

E. Howse

- J.
. A,
. R. Mayo
s.

hvgimDQPQF

. R.

. P. McNamee
T. Gornall

C. Jennings

242

C. J. Wingfield

J. C. Turner

P. R. Norrison

R. A. Harlow
A S. Brodrick

J. M. Alcock
J. A. Davies

A, C. Crowden

Club

Midland
Wolds
wWCotswold
Thames Valley
Wolds

Wolds

SGU

London

Club

Lasham
Narrowmine
Essex & Sufolk

Narrowmine
Wolds

Thames Valley
Herefordshire
Doncaster
Thames Valley
Surrey & Hants
Avro

Bicester
Surrey & Hanls
Thames Valley
Midiand
Airways

Club

Norlolk
Lasham
Narrowmine
SGU
Southdown
Lasham
Surrey & Hants
Surrey & Hants
Narrowmine
Bicester
Thames Valley
Herefordshire
Daoncaster
Thames Valley
Surrey & Hants
East Sussex
Kestrel
Bicester
Surrey & Hants
Thames Valley
Thames Valley
Bicester
Buckminster
Midland
Airways

Club
Shropshire
South Wales
Deeside
Highland
SGU

Midland
Midland
Narrowmine
Enstone
Essex & Suffolk
South Wales
Wolds

Wolds
Phoenix
Midland
Swindon
Midland
Midland
Wolds

Wolds
Phoenix
Thames Valley
Thames Valley
Cambridge Univ
Wolds

Avro

Wolds

Wolds
Cambridge Univ
Blackpool
Fulmar

1980

19.4
18.4
184

18.4
184
19.4
276

1980

20.4
20.4

94

10.4
19.4
19.4
21.12.719
19.4

20.4
18.4
184

24
19.4
1.5
19.4
19.4
18.4
184

24

105

23
18.4
ns
18.4
18.4
213
1ns
263

a1

Astir CS 77

07.06.80
14.10

Hinton in the
Hedges

4o|N

92

23

Astir CS

2185

21.06.80
17.30

Lasham

27 N

43

| round out for |

Elected fo land on concrete sinp leading lo
main runway beside grass landing area lo
leave space lor following glider. Concrete
strip previously used in winler and failed to
observe tall weeds which had grown. On
touch down winglip caught in weeds induc-
ing ground loop and further collision with
low bank ining racks and

Flew upwind seeking tharmal bul when
down 1o 5000 turned back to A/F jaining
downwind al fast speed Turned through
180" across runway in use to hnars Fanud 1o
g and b

nose and bounced agam and on third touch-
down U/C collapsed,

Cirrus 75 o

2185

15.06.80
13.00

Wesl Lane Farm,

Sherborne St
John.

| Basingstoke

Laft site with 23001 cloudbase and flew into
rain aboul 6 miles north of site. Out of rain at
17001t with no lurther lilt. Failed 10 observe
selectad field was traversed by two barbed
wite lences unlil on approach. Attempled 1o
hold off over first fence but caught it with
porl wingtip and ground looped.

a4

Aslir Jeans

2401 |

08.06 80
14.30

Purley,
Nr Reading

K-8o

1715

08.06.80
17.15

Camphill

36 N

200

While de-rigging for retrieve after field lana-
ing dropped winglip. Spar end damaged
luseiage skin above the spar siol.

4

Low final turn in wind wldlem and pilol was
unable to raise lower wing 1o level up lor
landing. Witness slaled lower wing dropped.
nose rotated and accelerated, suggesting an
Incipient Spin

Motor Falke

G-BCTD

07.05.80

Camphill

Pass

1000 +

glidars
155 pwr
air exp

Pilol landad wall into ligld in light drizzie, ran
onla rough ground and towards the end of
the landing run the mainwheel entered a pot
hole aliowing the propeller tips ta strike the
ground,

97

Motor Falke

G-BCTD|

Camphill

P2

1470
glider
275 pwr
10 mins)

‘Whila taxying to the tuel pump 1o refuel, nto
wind and slightly downhill, the wheeibrake
proved 10 be ineflective and motor glider
continued 1o robl until it struck the pump and
statignary feld rofler causing damage fo
both leading adges.

%8 |

Olympia 460

~[ 178

15.06.80
15.30

MNorthalierion

25 N

80

Selected rugby pitch for held landing wilh
approach and landing diagonally across
lield. Approached high across power wires
along one side loliowed by sideslip but reco-
vered with éxcess speed. Ran inlo semi-dere-
lict fence al upwind corne:.

a9

Open Cirrus

2426

28.06.80
14.15

Angmaring
Farm,
Steyning.
East Sussex

Selecled field at BOOM agl and attempled lo
soar in weak 1t until down 1o 4501t and then
decided to land. Misjudged circuit, llew into
sink 8o an alternate held was picked raquir-
Ing a low ligh! turn onlo approach with
speed about 45k1 in sink. Lower wing sfruck
lence at corner of lield and glider rotated
coming 1o rest on adjacent fence. Incipiant
spin

100

503-815

2072

W/O

22.06.80
14.45

Sutton Bank

52 F

155

The ghder was observed in the circuit at a

heighl reported to be 400-5001t and flying

“lavrty slowly level attitude™ A turn was initi-

ated from which a spin developed and the

gllder was lost to view. still rotating, in trees
g the site boundary,

w0

BG-135

188

30.05.80
1410

Whatfigld

62 N

Pilot was about to lurn from downwind 1o
land crosswind because ol strong sink when
he saw anather glider lower down also mak-
ing an approach 1o land crosswind. Piot
walched Ihe other glider land and as i1 obs-
tructed the runway he extended his own cir-
cuit downwind. flew a base leg and as he was
furming linals to land in normal direction the
wingtip caught in corn at side ol runway
causing groundioop.

102

K-13

1487

21.06.80
16.45

Wycombe
Air Park
P2

&7 ' N

While P1 was strapping himsel! in air experi-
ence passenger was asked to keep hand on
open canop,- to prevent it being biown by the
gusty wind, P;
hand and ::ancpy wns slammad shul by gust
and »

K-8

2262

22.06.80
17.25

Porimoak

21 N

Fiiot observed another ghder in tha area for
which she had been briefed 1o land so
decided 10 land short. Touched dawn in an
area unsuitable lor landing and ground-
looped when winglip caught in lang grass.

104

L5317

2621

24.08.80
2

Dulverton,
Somerset

a8 M

Landed uphill in barley field on lee side of hill
at and of compelition cross-country flight.

105

Mini Nimbus

26.06.80
17.20

MNorth Hill

363

Return to site after competition cross-
country and got low on home ridge. Mis-
judged height required to gel into lieid and
caught wing in tree lops causing glider to
pilch nose down into wood.

Sie 3

27.06.80
1430

Salisbury
Race Course

142

Ciosswind landing at end ol mmpulimn

cross-country. Bounced on Touchdown on

rough ground, drifted to port and louched

I'nn:n \\rlth wing. Lifted wing and groundloop

devel ing in emp ge striking a
post.

107

DG-1006

(s

Brompion
Regs,
Somaersel

630

Competition cross-country. Landing in small
undulanng field of mown grass. Wingtip
caugh! n high row ol grass and glider
graundiooped.

Libelle

250680
17.00

Portmoak

First Nlight on type. Increased speed 1o 55kt
lor approach with wel wings While running
on ground alter touchdown ran over a ridge
which pitched glider about 20 into air. It then
landed heavily cracking whee lhub and bend-

ing axle

SAILPLANE & GLIDING



MITY LINKS

The new stainless weak link as described
inthe April/May issue. Complete with three
buffer discs and TWO pairs of staples

p state whether 900 or 1100lb

required).

1to9 £6.36 each plus VAT
10to 35 £5.72each plus VAT
38 up £4.77 each plus VAT

Carriage paid UK
John Astley and Sons Ltd

Gosford Street, Coventry CV1 5DJ
0203-20771

108 | Signe 2548 | M | 06.06.80 | Long Mynd ar 328 | Experienced club member assisted air
19.00 experience passenger o strapin then closed
P2 ? M | Air exp| canopy and operaled lock through clear vis-
ion panel, checking for security with a slight
upward push. P1 could not reach lock but
¢ wisually checked It was in closed position
Apparenily not engaged and opened during
launch.
10 | k13 1523 | M | 26.05.80 | Tarrant 55 N 175 | As glider lifted olf tha pupil allowed wing 1o
18.12 | Rushton drop inducing yaw. P1 called for release but
P2 30 N [16¥min| pupil did not react s0 P1 released and
attempled to rarse dropped wing and straigh-
ten up bul found difficulty overcoming
pupil's grip on controls. Winglip eaughl in
tall erop at swde of strip causing funther yaw
LI and glider dived into crop from aboul M.
111 | Olympia 463 1228 | M | 29.06.80 | Portmoak 21 L] 19 | On approach pilct claims she was distracled
by tug a/c approaching towards het 1o drop
tow rope and also by a car turming nlo site
from public road. Approach continued with
airbrakes baing conlinually adjusted and in
last stage glhder sank rapidly in wind gra-
dienl. touching down in long grass and
broem just inside boundsry and ground-
| looped.
12| Kite 2 751 M | 05.07.80 | Dunstable 26 N 100 | First fight on type and on site. App
18.00 made too high and too ftast resulting in a
heavy landing on a part of the ligld not nor-
mally used for g
13 | Skylark 2 793 M | 22.06.80 | Currock Hill 26 M 33 | Returned to site afler local soaring and
17.00 found wind direction had changed neces-
sitating uphill landing with tailwind compe-
nent conlorming with cther movements.
High ground speed mislead pilol as lo air-
speed and on rounding oul landed heavily
from about 3h.
114 | Bocian 1& 1605 | N 06.07.80 | Stubby 40 ] 459 | Drilted downwind and allowed desire to pin-
1516 paint location of ancther ghder down in a
P2 48 N ? figld to overcome altenlion 1o basic srman-
ship. Strelched glide back 1o site and in wind
gradient of tall hedge at downwind boundary
dropped to ground in stalled 10
yards short ol awfigld.
15| Astir C877 2345 | M | 26.06.80 | Fiecknoe, 51 N 196 | Selectea fiela of new mown hay for landing
12.30 | Nr Daventry with slight up gradient. When rounding out
lor lending pilcl nolced mown hay con-
cealed rigge and furrow surface. Bounced
on two ridges and undercarriage collapsed
on third ridge.
116 | SHK 1 1426 |W/O| 13.07.B0 | Wyville, 50 s 600 | On hinal glide back to base during compel-
14.15 Lines lion task. 2 mies out al 2500 with soma
headwind componen! less than Ski, pilot
realised he would not reach A/F. initiated
turn to nght info wind to land in comnfieid
and remembers nothing more until crawling
trom wreckage. Damage consistent with
spin
117 | Skylark 3 871 S | 21.06.80 | Long Marsian 51 M 23 | Smatch at start of aulotow launch causing
17.00 wingtip holder to lose grip. Wing dropped
13 7 s and glider pivoled aboul winglip and struck
Pedesirian ? M — signal car parked in front and 1o one side.
club mamber Aotation continued and glider then collided
with ®-13 parked on grass al side of runway,
M=minor; N=nil; S=serious; F=fatal and W/O=write-ofl.
8. R. Lewington Bristol & Glos 18.4 5577 M. L. Allord Bicester 185
J. Dixon sau 20.4 5578  W. G Gill Blackpool & Fylde 15
5579  J. Edwards Bicester 19.5
SILVER G 5580 1. A K. Jay RAE Farnborough 45
No. Name Ciub 1980 5581 A Tolson Four Countles 6.4
5543 L. Cadogan Wrekin 20.4 5582  P. Groves Portsmouth 44
5544 D. Marsh Dowty 95 5583 K. Anscombe Southdown 165
5545 P, H. Little Bristol & Glos g5 3584 R A F Brown Norfolk 185
5548 Vivien Haley Essex & Suflolk 55 5585 J.D. Lambert Wrekin 17.5
5547 D.J. M. Williams  Surrey & Hants 95 9586 K. A Begagin South Wales 17.5
8548 A Somerville Surrey & Hants 55 5587 B Hoyle Yorkshire 195
5549 P, A G, Holland Trent Valley 55 5588 T.J. Price Vale of Neath 185
5550 A Yorkas Woodspring 20.4 5589 L. Bailey London 66
5551 P, D. Foreman Cambridge Univ 55 5590 R M. Hamilton- Surrey & Hants 25
5552  J. Allwood Midland 19.4 Jones
5553 P, J. F. Hewint SGU 4.4 5591  J. N. Horrill Bath & Wilts 305
5554 WM. W.A Bonthron Fulmar 17.5 5592 N, H. Tyler Midland 275
5555 M. Shu hmnh Ouse 175 5593  P. Shambrook Two Rivers 185
5556 C.J. An Wyvern 175 5594 S D. Wright Heron 18.5
5557 R G. I'lu'lwon Chilterns 17.5 5595  J. Abbess Essex & Suffolk 18.5
5558 C. D. Marsh Stratford on Avon 175 5586 J. H.Fox SGU 1.6
5559 A RA. Judge Woodspring 18,5 5597 A Goodman Kent 30.5
5560 T.C.Llewellyn Essex & Suffolk 185 5598  T.G. Brigden Coventry 305
Jones 5589 J S. Melville Bath & Wilts 295
5561  J. R Hawkins Wyvern 175 5600 E.W. Tremlett Southdown 16.5
5562  J. Williams Trent Valley 105 5601 G. C. Littleton Bristol & Glos 185
5583 R W. Gent RAE 185 5602 C.J. Lines Trent Valley 10.5
5564 D.J Eade Surrey & Hants 17.5 5603 R F. Newton Stratford on Avon 285
5565 Jane M. Lewis Surrey & Hants 55 5604 D.M. Haas London 185
5566  Kalhleen Mitchell  Southdown 165 5605 M. A M. Pirie Cotswold 8.8
5567  P. Wright Buckminster 185 5606  J. H. Taylor Ouse 17.5
5568 G. Cowling Phoenix 185 5607 A Povey Fenland 886
5568 | Godfrey Surrey & Hants 44 5608 J.R Smith Dowty 45
5570 R.G. Rothon Southdown 18.5 5609 M. Hills Surrey & Hants 285
5571 M. Dean Thames Valley 195 5610 J. H. France Herelordshire 245
5572 G K. Dodd Cranwell 21.4 5611  J. S Howton Thames Valley 105
5573  FRosalind Holman  Bristol & Glos 1.6 5612 D.J Rickman Dorset 175
5574 Mary L Squire Culdrose 285 5613 B. K. Holman Bristol & Glos 185
5575  J. Haigh Southdown 16.5 5614 G. T. Wilkinson Blackpool & Fylde 5.5
5576 D. Latimer Aquila 185 5615 C.J Townend Doncasler 66
October/November

BRIAN WEARE

GLIDER WORKS
DUNKESWELL AIRPORT
HONITON, DEVON

Tel: Honlton 2940

MAJOR OR MINOR REPAIRS ON

WOOD, GLASS-FIBRE, OR METAL.

ALSO RESPRAYS GLIDERS AND
LIGHT AIRCRAFT

C of A OVERHAULS
B.G.A., C.AA., P.FA. APPROVALS

1
|
|
|
|
1
|
|
|
I
I
I
|
|

-

1PS 193\

The Team Kitty stands at
£6915

I Please send contributions to Mike Pope,
I British Gliding Team, 123 Woodsford

U

LSquare London W14.

— N WA (D e SN NN EEn S S S
5616  A. M. Thomson Bicester 66
5617  Angela Walt Bicester 285
5618 C. Hale Two Rivers 17.5
5619 A G. Evans Pegasus 105
5620 E. Kendall Lakes 16
5621 P. Farnham Derby & Lancs 295
5622 D. J. Gilder Essex & Suffolk 7.6
5623 G. E. McAndrew Northumbria 30.5
5624 K. T. Tutthill Blackpool & Fylde 305
5625 P. R. Cox Essex & Suffolk 76
5626  Kathleen Lee Norfolk 9.6
5627 F. A. Wright London 8.3
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Judith Mountford, the 16 year-old who was lilmed by the BBC for their "'Girl in a Glider" feature as she

progressed Irom early training to first solo at the Yorkshire GC's Sutton Bank, with her instruclor, Mike
Wood, deputy CFI. The film, shown on September 19 in the north, was conceived and directed by Keith

Massey, an experienced glider pilot.

CLUB NEWS

Copy and photographs for the December-January issue of S&G should be sent to the Editor, 281
Queen Edith's Way, Cambridge CB1 4NH, tel 47725, to arrive not later than October 14 and for the

February-March 1981 issue to arrive not later than December 2.

August 12, 1980

GILLIAN BRYCE-SMITH

BLACKPOOL & FYLDE (Chipping)

Some members are showing confidence in the
potential of our site by investing in glass ships
— a PIK-20€ and a Std Cirrus have arrived.
Paul Gibson did |10km to Carlton Moor in an
SF-26 just before emigrating to Australia.
Roy Greason, our resident beachcomber,
managed 190km on his latest attempt at a
300km.

We had visitors from Nympsfield for our
third club week as well as a member from
Cairngorms.

Whilst we still have to compete with the
hang gliders, mainly when there are SE
winds, our relationship hasn't soured. We
appear to be more tolerant and considerate of
each other in spite of our apprehensions.

B E.

BRISTOL & GLOUCESTERSHIRE
(Nympsfield)

Unfortunately an accident with our K-13 has
put it back in the workshop but, happily,
nobody was hurt. With the Bocian and the
Blanik, however, we are still adequately
equipped with two-seaters.

The Super Cub has been re-engined and has
joined our Scout tug so launch point queues
are now mercifully short. The recently
acquired Scoul has been performing very well
but provoked some adverse local comment
regarding noise levels, so we are looking at
ways of quietening it down.

A recent publicity drive piloted by Bernard
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Smythe has resulted in quite a few new mem-
bers. One advertisement in the local press —
**if you can drive a car you can fly a glider™ —
led to a tremendous flood of potential mem-
bers.
Club members take on British Team Squad
representatives at the end of August.
R.A.R.

BUCKMINSTER (Saltby Airfield)

The East Midlands Regionals, hosted by
Buckminster, were opened by our disting-
uished neighbour the Duke of Rutland.
Unfortunately the weather was not kind but
we are pleased that one of our members, Phil-
lip King won the Open Class, and Bob
Fletcher was second in the Sport Class.

Over the last few months various of our
members have been participating in an inter-
club league event, and this has given some
their first taste of competition flying and has
been enjoyed by all taking part. The other
clubs involved were: Essex, Coventry and
Dunstable. We came second overall.

Congratulations to Mick Willett and Bob
Fletcher on gaining Diamond goal and to
Carolyn on going solo,

T.CM.

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY
(Cambridge and Duxford)

We still fly Swallows at Duxford and Tim
Prees recently revived the lost art of getting
them cross-country by doing his Silver dis-

tance in one. Sadly the Oly 2p was written off
again, this time undershooting into a very
tough fence at Cambridge.

Our Competition Kitty weekend weather
was good enough for tasks both days (see
report on p221).

P.E.B.

CORNISH (Perranporth Airport)

The cloud that hung over us for some time has
at last gone; the company wanting to develop
the airfield had their planning application
refused and have gone elsewhere, so we hope
to continue operating on this site.

We have replaced our Swallow with a
K-6¢r for first solo flying and, with a number
of new members, trust it will be well used.

Our thanks to Denis Jenkins for a most
interesting and informative talk on flight
instruments.

Peter Bone (K-6E) and Brian Phillips (Swal-
low) flew their five hours on April 19, the day
we had a wave climb to 7000ft by Don Jones
{Dart) and several other climbs of 5000f1.

P.T.B.

COTSWOLD (Aston Down)

While the weather has been poor the club has
been as busy as ever. Dominating all thoughts
is the impending sale of Aston Down. After a
long fight it looks as though we shall have to
go to the auction and bid, all our efforts to
convince the Property Services Agency that it
is legitimate to sell land by private contract
having failed.

Because of this sword hanging over our
heads a very big push has been made to fill up
our bank account. An Astir and Skylark 3
have been sold and the K-2 is awaiting a
buyer. We have had a tremendous and suc-
cessful programme of evening experience
flights.

At least the weather smiled during the
August task week. A number of 300 and
400kms were flown and the ab-initios
pounded the circuit to good effect leading to a
considerable number of solos including three
new lady pilots. Pat, Fran and Geralyn.

We were well represented in the Nationals
whilst Dave Roberts (Kestrel 19) won the
Western Regionals and Trevor Wilson, CFI,
took the same Kestrel to victory in the Open
Class at the Enstone Regionals, which
seemed to be attended by half the club.

Whilst there have been no 500km flights,
Larry Bleaken completed all three Diamonds
with a height gain at Portmoak. Gary Fryer
flew three Diamond heights in two days and
Chris Batty also did a Diamond climb on the
same Portmoak expedition, but his borrowed
club barograph ran out of steam on the peak
of the climb and he had to be content with a
Gold. Incidentally, Chris now has his own
barograph!

J.D.H.

COVENTRY (Husbands Bosworth)

The weather relented for our second task
week in late July to give several good contest
days. Lou Frank won the Glass Class, the
Club Class went to Oly syndicate partners,
John Osbourne and Ray Gardner with the

SAILPLANE & GLIDING




Two-seater Class being won by Mike Stevens
(Blanik).

Our other main event, Competition Kitty,
will be reported by the organiser in the next
issue, .

Qur contingent to Sutton Bank for the Vin-
tage Rally had lots of thunderstorms and lots
of launches. They were full of praise for the
way Henri kept things at full bore despite the
weather.,

B.R.

DEESIDE (Aboyne Airfield)

The variable July and. early August weather
dampened our spirits and our airfield,
“*Chalky’* White and Santi Cervantes are off
to the Northern Regionals and Bruce Cooper
to the Standard Class Nationals.

Our wave hasn't deserted us, especially in
the early mornings. Chris Rollings took off at
6.30am, declaring Husbands Bosworth and
return for 1000km in Booker's new ASW-20.
He got to the Scottish border before cloud
undercast from the west forced him to return
by noon, having covered 380km.

The club K-6E, which will soon be back in
service, is 1o be sold and replaced by some-
thing tougher, The Sky is going to Portmoak.

Our task week is now on with visitors from
Dallachy, Wick, Arbroath, Portmoak and
Booker.

Good news for visitors — the very rough
patch to the south of our runway has been
graded, 1o the relief of many an undercar-
riage, The clubhouse area is being prepared
for the foundations.

J.R.B.

DONCASTER & DISTRICT
{Doncaster Airfield)

After a cracking start to the season, spring
seemed to merge with autumn. The Northern
League was won by Trent Valley and their
yellow Olympia 28 put in two very good per-
formances, putting most of the other pilots to
shame,

SPECIAL OFFER

Barographs
%* Ultra small & Ultra light
" - -.

REPLOGLE BAROGRAPH
Uses pressure sensitive paper for
fauliless recording.

Price £144.50 each inc. VAT

plus £1.50 p&p.
Mainair Sports

Shawclough Road, Rochdale, Lancashire
Tel: Rochdale (0706) 55131

October/November

Paul Edderington completed his Silver C
with a distance flight and Alan MacKay went
solo. We have had some very unforlunate
field landing incidents which emphasised the
need for more care in selecting fields in June
and July.

E.T.R.

DORSET (Tarrant Rushton)

With the end of our lease rapidly approaching
we are having to face that this may be our last
season at Tarrant Rushton. A very hard effort
is being made by our Committee to explore all
possible sites available but as yet we have
no definite alternatives. There are, however,
some very promising possibilities in the
pipeline and we are awaiting decisions from
planning authorities etc.

The club has achieved a great deal of publi-
city through television, radio and newspaper
articles resulting in many offers from local
landowners. Some are not suitable but others
are being followed up and whatever the out-
come we have a possible site 1o continue
operating from on a temporary and restricted
basis.

Ouwr static glider display at the Hurn air
pageant was very successful and created a lot
of interest but the twin glider aerobatic dis-
play was cancelled on both days due to the
weather.

We are getting ready for our last summer
task week and looking forward to receiving
Dutch visitors, some of whom appear to be
addicted to Tarrant Rushton as this is their
third visit this year!

LR

DUNKESWELL (Dunkeswell Airfield)

The inclement weather of June and July
reduced our soaring activity considerably but
failed to preclude Les Baskwill from gaining a
second Bronze leg and Ray Busutill from
completing his Bronze C. So far our courses
have slotted into the few good weeks, provid-
ing opportunity for Roy Boddy and Ken
Bunyan to re-solo after a two-year lapse, John
Street and Andy Rigsby have also gone solo.
Our weekend mini courses have also been
successful.

We have enjoyed the company of many visi-
tors to the site — lan Whitmore achieved his
Silver distance whilst with us,

Mike Fairclough has made several lengthy
cross-country flights, the latest, however,
having been curtailed 15km short of a
Diamond goal by the inevitable sea breeze
front. We have had an increase in usable wave
which we hope may be exploited further in the
future.

There are plans for another expedition to
Portmoak and we are looking forward to our
end of season party in October.

B.H.F.

EAST SUSSEX (Ringmer)

Wave was encountered over Lasham during
our recent expedition there. Unfortunately, it
turned out to be the wel variety, Neverthe-
less, we had some enjoyable flying on the one
dry day of the week.

Wednesday flying has recently started and

’
proved a greal success. Wave has long been
suspected over Ringmer, and the last few
weeks have finally confirmed our suspicions
with a memorable flight by Jackie Manley,

Bob Dall's Sport Vega has finally arrived.
Congratulations to Fred Bishop on his Silver
distance to Challock, and to Alastair Brand,
Neil Kelly, Dave Martin, Vivian Nopper and
Peter Whitmore on going solo.

V.N.

ENSTONE EAGLES (Enstone Alrfleld)

We seem to be breeding a new generation of
pilots as two more members soloed on their
16th birthdays — Francis Lewin and Andrew
Lees. Bill Piper also achieved his first solo
this month,

We were unlucky with the weather for the
Enstone Regionals, directed by Eric Giles,
and only managed two competition days. But
we amused ourselves with a car treasure hunt
and various visits. Trevor Wilson (Kestrel 19)
won the Open Class and lan Robinson and G.
Dixon (Skylark) the Sport Class,

S.G.

ESSEX (North Weald)

June and July proved to be pretty disastrous
soaring months both home and away with dis-
appointed pilots sitting on the ground under
8/8 clag commiserating with those returning
from competitions which were almost non
events. However there was some improve-
ment at the end of the month when John
Bailey and Chris Nicholas flew 300km tasks
and Len Bailey achieved Silver distance.

We are happy to report that Tim Healey,
who was involved in a gliding accident, is
home again and making a good recovery. Dur-
ing his stay in hospital his spirits were won-
derfully sustained by members of the Buck-
minster GC who treated him as one of their
own. The inter-club competition has brought
us many new friendships and we congratulate
the London GC, the overall winners.

The private fleet has been enhanced by a
Nimbus, a Cirrus, a Silene and a Mini Nim-
bus and we are shortly expecting the delivery
of our tug, a Super Cub which has been flown
across the Atlantic to us (see BGA News).

The courses are fully booked for the
remainder of the season and have produced
many new members. Our evening sessions
when we give air experience flights have also
produced several new enthusiasts.

S.C.

HEREFORDSHIRE (Shobdon Airfield)

Gloom mostly. Sodden June, July and start to
August. June 25 Roger Harlow broke 849
(Mini Nimbus C) while flying Enterprise (see
p234). The press reported that he was *‘towed
to 200ft behind an aeroplane and then dived
into a wood.'" He was lying fourth when it
happened. Anthony Maitland (Mini Nimbus
C, 530) came second.

July 17 Charles Boucher did his Diamond
goal in 530 with a 310km triangle, Malpas,
Moreton-in-the-Marsh. Philip King took 530
to the Mynd for their task week. He was in
the lead when 530 suffered an undercarriage
collapse. Reg Mayo (Diamant) was fourth.
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i DONCASTER SAILPLANES

Gliderwork Doncaster Airfield S. Yorks.
C ot AOVERHAUES We have the largest stocks of
and REPAIRS G.L.1 PLY
By L. GLOVER senior inspector in the UK at the best prices

Also Grade-A Spruce

Oxygen bottles Phone
Altimeters 0302 57695
Husbands Bosworth Arrfield, Near Rugby
Tel. Market Harborough 880375 Release rings Ask June Fox for a
\ Lutterworth 57544 o etc. Quote

DOLPH'N iS eee THIS IS A LIMITED OFFER

TH
@ @ a true “alr-mass” conversion E

@ e for mmtay liders with RALLYE 235GT
AT ONLY £18,500 - VAT

YES! NEW EX WORKS, BRITISH 8 YEAR C. OF A / — NO EXTRAS!

eve 0s
@ @ quic m:l aasv fo Install
@ @ wonderful in waves
@ @ fabulous in thermals
@ @ for YOU! Find out more!

12 \'lnrron I'Irln, Frimley, Surrey : !
CAMBERLEY (m'e')pmu. most evenings IzESCéPAETAzzgs'IPS_INGLE
PRICES: £22 {single-waight version) e { e ON THE MARKET

£35 (lwo-weight varsion|
JSW Calculators £4 (state sailplane)

A.E. SU PPL'ES ® Phope tor details and availability

BIGGIN HILL (29) 74038
New and Ex Ministry Aviation TELEX 957067 CENTRE G,

Instruments and Equipment Air Touring Services leltéd

Hill Ai B Hil
Altimeters, Accelerometers, flggin HIEAITEEE Iggln I Kent

Airspeed Ind., Anemometers
(hand held), Aerials, Air Temper-
ature Ind., Airband Receivers,
Compasses, Climb and Des-
cent Ind., Clocks, Directional
Gyros, Fire Extinguishers, Hori-
zons, Headsets, Hourmeters,
Hair Hygrometers, Inverters,
Knee Boards, Life Vests, Naviga-
tion Equipment, Pressure
Gauges, Pressure Switches,
Rescue Strobes, Sextants, Slip-
tubes, Stopwatches, Tempera-

The wingspan of this DG-200 can
be extended with special insert-
able wing tips for a new 17 m
wingspan. Same max. speeds,
max. TOW and flap settings for
17 m flying as for the normal
DG-200. Max. L:D 1:45.

Latest news:

: ¢ = PO oy T G RN | DG-200 and DG-200/17 now avail-
ture Gauges various, Venturi, DG-200 — Demonstrator at Sutton Bank able with carbon fibre wings.
Vacuum Pumps, Variometers, " AVAILABLE FOR £10,000 — Including VAT
WristWatches. s « - 5o |l EeotiktamaSiEsasntahalnpaeieteny - W o 5 s o o )g_ -l
Lots of items in stock, send SAE
for free part illustrated Information coupon: To
Catalogue to: Please send me your detailed information AUSTIN AVIATION

ODG-100 ODG-100G  [00DG-100 Club Sole Glaser-Dirks UK distributor
A.E. Supplies, 1 Arnolds Yard 0DG-200 ODG-200/17 [ Carbonfibrewings
Old Market Place, Altrincham 122 MAIN STREET
Cheshire My address STILLINGTON
Nr YORK YO6 1JU

Shop Hours Monday to Frldssos 30 1o 2pm
closed Thursday. Saturday 9.30 1o 5.30pm Telephone
Phone 061-941-3780 or after 2pm 061-980-7451 Easingwold 810255
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Andy Williams and David Falls both com-
leted their Bronze Cs. Bruce Hunter and Liz
C{? got their Silver heights.

r club is now twinned with Buno Bon-
nevaux, S0km sodth of Paris. We hope to
arrange exchange visits, Should be fun.

R.P.

KENT (Challock)

Congratulations to Terry Bramfitt on achiev-
ing Gold distance in the Club Astir on July 24;
to Caroline Bunyan on completing her Silver
C and 1o Bill Waite and Tony Bradley on their
durations,

We have had a record number of solos and
many Bronze Cs despile the bad weather of
June and July. The wet spell at least ensured
the grass seed germinated on the large patch
of airfield which had been re-graded.

We will soon have a Sport Vega syndicate
headed by Tony Bradley.

D.H.

LONDON (Dunstable)

Poor weather has tended to inhibit flying
recently with pilots on the latest advanced
course getting less than five hours flying
apiece. However Peter Whatford is to be
congratulated on seizing the right day to com-
plete a 300km triangle in his ASW-20L,

Mike Boxall possessed the Husbands Bos-
worth pot for a mere two hours following his
duration flight before relinquishing it to a Hus
Bos man who had flown the opposite way.
Other Silver legs have included a five hours
by Andrew Humphries in the open cockpit of
his Grunau Baby — including 20min in heavy
rain.

David Richardson flew his Kite 2 for the
first time after its prolonged rebuild and pro-
nounced it a delight to fly. Delight turned to
consternation when it was seriously damaged
on its second flight. A heroic repair effort
enabled the Kite 1o be taken to the Interna-
tional Vintage Rally at Sutton Bank just two
weeks later — one of eight Dunstable gliders
to do so.

F.K.R.

MARCHINGTON (Marchington)

The last two months have been quite quiet for
us due to the bad weather and tug troubles.
During this period several members took their
gliders to other sites and we would like to
thank these clubs, particularly Saltby and
Coventry, for their hospitality. The tug is now
back to its former self, pulling two-seaters to
2000f1 in under five minutes.

The grass is growing nicely on the strip,
binding the ash and thus preserving the tug
and gliders, but it makes the strip even more
difficult to spot from the air and consequently
an instructor has logged another field landing.
The hunt for cash to buy the site continues.

S.D.B.

MIDLAND (Long Mynd)

Although the weather has been generally dis-
appointing for cross-country aspirants, we
picked one of the better periods for our task
week. Almost B000km were flown by 23 air-

October/November

craft during the contest days. Tony Crow-
den’s splendid achievement of a Diamond
goal flight in our club K-6¢cr will be long
remembered.

His out and return to Hungerford on a day
which turned out to be more difficult than
forecast was only equalled by Reg Mayo
(Diamant) and Bob Scarborough (Kestrel 19).
Malcolm Allen (Std Cirrus) almost made it
back to gain his Gold distance.

The visiting tugs gave us efficient launching
and most of the visiting pilots sampled a
bungey launch and good local soaring. Over-
all winners were Chris Alldis and Malcolm
Allen, sharing their Cirrus, with Ben and
Trish Watson from Lasham in second place,

Twenty-six pilots were rather disappointed
when Competition Kitty, arranged to coincide
with the end of the task week, had to be can-
celled two days beforehand because of a
dearth of Team Squad pilots. However, we
were pleased to meet Graham Smith and
thank him for arriving quite literally at the
eleventh hour (in the middle of our task week
party) to offer his challenge. Unfortunately
Sunday’s weather was not suitable for a task,
so Competition Kitty didn't get off the
ground.

However, we were delighted when member
Bob Nicholls won Competition Kitty at Hus-
bands Bosworth (to be reported in the next
issue), beating George Lee and Brian Spreck-
ley. This was the culmination for him of the
BGA Advanced Soaring Course. Several of
our members have now been on these courses
and found great value.

The recent open weekend was a great suc-
cess, raising almost £1000 for the club. Our
thanks to the many members who helped
launch the ever willing public.

1.8,

NEWCASTLE & TEESSIDE (Carlton)

The weather has been disappointing this year.
Our Easter course was a great success with
some good soaring but conditions have been
poor for the rest of the courses. Nevertheless
there have been some achievements.

Sky Dive

Q0T
WhyNot? ¢ "

‘\
Comeona 1day, 1 week \\r

or 2 week training course and
make your first parachute
descent after only 6% hours
training, at our fully residential
centre,

Course vacancies are available
throughout the year. For full
details send 12p stamp (p & p)

to British Skysports,
Bridlington Aerodrome, SPG40
Bridlington, Yorks. Tel: 0262 77367

Enquiries also welcome from Groups,
Clubs and Socisties,
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Congratulations to Sally Storr and Martin
Goodwill on going solo and to David Crews
on his Bronze C. Durations flights were by
David Crews, Ged Termry, Jonathan Smith,
Phil Nichols, Jim Evans and Peter Irving,
Peter also gaining a Silver distance.

Many more of the young pilots are flying
the K-6E which has significantly increased the
utilisation of this glider. The Auster tug is still
under repair and aerotow facilities are sadly
missed.

We have had several enjoyable social
evenings at the clubhouse during the courses
which in a small way helps when the weather
limits flying activities.

W.R.I.

NORFOLK (Tibenham)

Several visitors have arrived by air — on one
occasion the John Jeffries's course landed
without their leader.

Anthony Walsh (Mosquito) achieved a
Diamond goal with an out and return to
Thame and Nigel Stringer (K-6) and Eric
Ratcliffe (PIK-20) did an out and return to
Duxford. Brian Hulme went to Sheringham in
the club K-18. Several members went to the
Cambridge University GC's task week in
May and one of us had the dramatic effects of
rain on GRP wings demonstrated.

We have had one good car treasure hunt
and another is taking place as this is being
written, They are organised by CF1 and Sec-
retary, Roy Woodhouse. A film evening is
being arranged at the University of East Ang-
lia for November.

Smoking can damage your health!

We are hoping for some good stubble fires
for our second task week in late August.
M.J.R.L.

NORTHUMBRIA (Currock Hill)

The courses are going quite well despite the
dreadful weather, although two had to be can-
celled due 1o the lack of winch drivers.

The new clubhouse was opened in June by
the MP, Geoffrey Rippon, and we had guests
from Newcastle, Carlisle, and Sunderland
Airports. This was one of the days when it
nearly didn’t rain.

An expedition has just returned from Saltby
where Lyn Greenwood completed his Silver
C with a five hours, and Rob Thompson got
two Bronze legs. Roy Wilkins covered 110km
for his Silver distance,

Several members took part in the Pockling-
ton task week, the most notable event being
Derek Staff losing his glider (not breaking,
losing).

We are looking forward to the first full club
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outing for some time when we visit Carlisle
Airport on August Bank holiday weekend.
After waiting so long to go solo, Bob
Nichol has celebrated with two Bronze legs in
a month. ¥
J.W.

OBITUARY

Richard Walton

Rick Walton was killed in a tug accident at
Wycombe Air Park on Sunday, June 29. He
rejoined Northumbria GC in 1975, guickly
soloed and gained a PPL and a Silver C. His
ability and enthusiasm for flying the club’s
Chipmunk gained him the affectionate name
of “Chippy"" Walton. He was an active
member of the Management Committee, and
did an excellent job while in charge of ground
equipment maintainance.

Rick left our club in 1979 to take up a new
post in the south. He continued his gliding at
Booker.

The thoughts of us all go to his widow,
Trysh, and his two children, Andrew and
Dawn. He will be sadly missed by us all.

F. T. Greenwood, Treasurer.

OUSE (Rufforth Airfield)

After a promising start to the season the
weather has recently closed in giving us few
flights of note. We have had the tea bus on the
airfield and the winch is in operation again.
Our thanks to Pete and Margaret Edwards
and to Barry Lumb for displaying their gliders
at the York gala. Tremendous interest was
shown in the club and judging from the

inquiries we may attract many new members.
Our congratulations to David Bell and

Michael Hey on going solo.
S.R.L.

RATTLESDEN (Rattlesden Airfield)

The poor June and July weather has meant
that achievements have been minimal. How-
ever congratulations to Trevor Butcher for
gaining both legs of his Bronze (for the second
time), Mick Irish for his B and John Manley
for going solo.

Our hangar now stands complete with our
club aircraft parked neatly inside. As antici-
pated our launch rate has increased accord-
ingly as the time consuming rigging and de-
rigging fades into a “‘fond" memory.

Permission for aerotowing has been granted
for a probationary period of one year and we
feel confident full permission will be granted
at the end of it.

We are looking forward to our September
flying week for which we have hired a wg.

R.W.

SCOTTISH GLIDING UNION (Portmoak)

A major re-organisation took place at our
AGM in July. Most of the Directors had
served for four years and, feeling it was time
they had the chance of some flying again,
announced their retirement. The new Board
consists of lan Fleming (Chairman), John
Hamilton (Treasurer), Simon Mackintosh
(Secretary), Arthur Greene, Ken George,
David Hunter, Malcolm Shaw and David

Walker Jnr. Good luck to them and our
thanks to the retiring Board for their hard
work. Andrew Wood's successor as €FI is
Graham Smith.

Our new retrieve winch system will consist
of two main and two retrieve winches. Of
these, one main and both retrieve winches are
on site and look good. The main winch has
already done a number of successful launches
and the others are well into ground tests. It is
hoped within the month to begin full system
tests.

The disappointing weather has affected us
as it has most sites and the spate of good
cross-countries earlier in the season has fallen
off somewhat but some good flights have been
achieved.

R.H.

SOUTH WALES (Usk)

We held an open day on July 6 to start Usk
carnival week and included a balloon race,
powered hang gliders, vintage motor cycles
and radio controlled models. We are indebted
to the members who worked so hard to make
it a success.

Mains water has at last arrived on our site
to make life more bearable, Our task week at
the end of July was tremendous fun and
enabled Ken Balkombe, a visiting Kent pilot,
to get his Silver distance. Our thanks to Earl
Duffin, competition director, and the many
helpers including Brenda Shattock, Phil and
Ross Gould and Huw Morgan, and congratu-
lations to Philip Edwards on going solo and
Mark Howell on completing his Silver C with

( TOP QUALITY — COMPETITIVELY PRICED
SAILPLANES FROM — ROLLADEN SCHNEIDER

15M Race Class Sailplane
Over 450 sold to date
41.2:1 or 45.5:1 with tips

NEW

LS
LS

NEW

LS3a

New Standard Class — successor to the LS1-f
New profile bug tolerant thin wing
40.5:1 at 54km/h (measured)

22M Open Class Sailplane
Ultimate performance from a new profile
high aspect ratio — bug tolerant —

carbon fibre wing

Demonstrator available

a duration.

(Akaflieg measured)

FOR DETAILS WRITE TO:

OR TELEPHONE:

SPEEDSOARING MALCOLM LASSAN (084421) 4132
L 23 ROUNDHEAD DRIVE, THAME, OXON DICK SARGEANT (08692) 42691
J
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The Usk Carnival Queen aided by CFI Peter
France.

Steve Field (Astir) altered a reconstruc-
tion of history by being the only glider pilot to
take part in a Roundhead campaign, arriving
adjacent to the batilefield despite heavy can-
non fire (he ¢laims to have been shot down).

Earl Duffin soared his Cumulus, affection-
nately known as Tadpole, for the first time in
many years,

P.AC.

STAFFORDSHIRE (Morridge)

Our finances are in such good shape we have
purchased a four-wheel drive diesel lorry
prime mover, separate diesel engine and gear
box to form the basis of a main winch, all
secondhand for a total of £650. We also plan
1o buy a fluid flywheel for taking-up slack
without tears, a jib and a simple cam pay-on
system.

Our overworked K-13 is to have a respray
this autumn and we will be paying back part of
the outstanding loans to our founder members
who helped us purchase our site in 1973.

Ferees

MOWBRAY VALE INSURANCE BROKERS
8 CASTLEGATE, THIRSK

Recent achievements include Bronze legs
for Barry Rowding, Ken Lane (second) and
Jim Clarke. Peter Chadwick has completed
his Bronze C and David Thorpe, John
Davies, Stephen Bailey and John Hind have
converled to the K-8. John Graham, our
Treasurer, had to fine himself £5 for exceed-
ing the limit of 40min in the club K-8 with a
flight of an hour for the second time this year.

The club cross-country course was a wash-
out, which at least saved a lot of form filling
for the Air Traffic Census.

The 100 Club is flourishing, with Sid, our
pub landlord, winning the monthly £10 first
prize for the third time this year!

PE

STRATFORD ON AVON (Long Marston)

What looked like turning into a moderately
successful season has now materialised as a
very good one for Stratford. Five Silver Cs
were completed by Pete Kenealy, Tim Bar-
ton, Tom Smith, Richard Newton and Paul
Sainsbury, who proudly started gliding in
1937 prior to active service in the Fleet Air
Arm and reckons he may hold the record for
taking the longest time to complete!

There were Silver distances by Tony Edlin,
Lyndon Thorne and Ray Hopkins plus a
number of Bronze legs too numerous to men-
tion and first solos by John Leonard and
Barry Kerby. Congratulations to all con-
cerned.

John Blakemore has his assistant rating,
Mike Coffee and Alan Wright are now full
Cats. Martyn Davies heads the cross-country
ladder.

Jim Tyler has resigned as CFI and Gary
Print has taken over. Our grateful thanks to
Jim and best wishes 10 Gary,

The courses were very successful in spite
of poor weather and the emphasis on air
experience evenings has paid dividends for
the club funds and as an experiment for three
months, aerotows are being subsidised from
the revenue.

Unfortunately several weekends have been
interrupted with drag racing at Long Marston
but we are grateful for the launching facility
kindly offered by Ralph Jones at Bickmarsh
on these occasions,

Sadly we lost one of our keenest members,
Alan Marchant, who joined us from a holiday
course last year, and died in June. Our sym-
pathy goes oul lo Wendy and the children
who sustained Alan so wonderfully during his
long illness.

H.G.W.

SURREY & HANTS (Lasham Airfield)

Weeks of sunless wet windy cold weather put
a virtual stop lo serious cross-country flying
after the first week of June. Not till the third
week of July did the fleet venture away from
Lasham again with any real results. Even then
a certain amount of desperation was evident
in a flight of 8hrs 10min to cover 400km in an
Astir!

The first Sport Vega has proved very popu-
lar and to finance the second one our vener-
able K-6 (No. 313) is up for sale. The general
fleet policy is to eventually have Sport Vegas
as first solo gliders as the training fleet

CUT THE COST OF FLYING
INSURE WITH THE

GLIDING BROKERS

Ring Carol Taylor at THIRSK (0845) 23018 (24hr. Ansafone Service)

or write to:

NORTH YORKSHIRE

YO7 1HL
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advances to glass-fibre two-seater flying
before solo.

Eyes are being cast toward high perfor-
mance of Ventus or LS-4 type as suitable
improvements for the fop end of the fleet but
that is a way off at present, what we need is
some weather to fly what we have now! Large
boxes of matches are being issued to all far-
mers with cut cornfields. We are hoping the
Portmoak trip will alleviate the gloom.

C.L.

SWINDON (South Marston)

We look set to exceed the 1979 cross-
country kilometres by a fair margin in spite of
some indifferent weekend weather recently,
though it is disappointing not having had any
Silver distance flights so far this year. Henry
Devonshire organised the task week, the
largest task being a 212km quadrilateral com-
pleted by Colin McKewen (K-6CR).

The British Team Squad representatives
arrived with some high powered machinery
for the Competition Kitty weekend and the
Saturday night barbecue proved that they can
dance as well as fly. On the one flying day
most people landed at about the same spot so
there was no real winner (see report in the
next issue).

John Devey has gone solo and Steve Par-
sonage and helpers are fitting out a trailer for
the Skylark 4.

J.M.B.

TRENT VALLEY
(Kirton-Lindsey Airfield)

The generally short lived weekend soaring
conditions this summer have restricted flights
by our pundits, whereas our Silver distance
claims have reached a peak of ten with three
Silver Cs completed. Vernon Spencer
finished his in style at Portmoak with two
climbs to Gold height during his five hours.
Ta cope with this increase in soaring, we have
bought a K-6CR to supplement the K-8 and
Pirat. The privately owned T-21 has been
flown S0km to the Strubby, Wolds and Four
Counties GCs,

Two 16 year-olds have gone solo, Simon
Swannack on his birthday and Paul Marchant
a week after his, chickenpox causing the
delay. Both are now making good progress in
the K-8.

We have won the Northern League from
the Doncaster, Wolds and Yorkshire GCs
after a competition in which the weather
allowed us only five flying days out of ten
with only one pilot completing a task.

The third flying week is at the end of
August. The second enjoyed good weather
while for the first the field was shared with the
Army who used our gliders as a tracking
exercise for the Rapier missiles. Fortunately
nobody pressed the red button!

J.R.S.

ULSTER (Bellarena)

With our 50th anniversary sgason developing
into a meteorological nightmare there are
items of good news. Delayed by bureaucracy
for almost two seasons, erection of our hangar
at last began on August 8, Orchestrated by
Loudon Blair on the theodolite, with Joe
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Irwin on the mechanical digger and assorted
players on the spades and spanners, the foun-
dations were dug and poured, the steelwork
delivered and the main frames assembled less
than 48hrs after the first sod was turned. A
crane was ordered to be on site on August 15
to hoist everthing into place; by the time this
appears we should have a 64t x 40ft roof over
our heads.

The other good-news item concerns not just
us, but possibly*you. After UGC approaches
ferry operators Townsend Thoresen have
come up with a very competitive car/glider
trailer return offer in either direction on the
Larne — Cairnryan route, It is now no longer
hugely more expensive 1o cross the Irish Sea
with an aircraft than the English Channel and
the North Sea. So we now look forward to
taking aircraft to fly more in Britain while,
hopefully, all you over there may consider
coming west to soar Ulster, or Ireland at
large. There'll be the fabled mille failte if you
do, and no longer will you pay more than if
you travel 1o the continent. Details from
either Townsend Thoresen, or our Secretary
on 0232 654366,

Less welcome news was the decision of
junior government Minister Lord Elton virtu-
ally to abolish the Sports Council for NI, to
whose dedicated staff — now to be fired — we
owe a lot. Along with more than 100 other
sports organisations we have registered a
strong protest and have sought BGA support
(p254). As | write, there is no sign that Lord
Elton is reconsidering this deplorable deci-
S10N.

R.R.R.

WELLAND SOARING GROUP (Careby)

Bad weather has curtailed many of our flying
days, nevertheless our new members haven't
been deterred by the rain. Work is progres-
sing on the new winch under the direction of
Ray Clarke. Other equipment news includes
the acquisition of a club caravan and a Specht
basic trainer.

The flying week ended with a celebration
to mark our 25th anniversary, giving past and
present members an opportunity to meet. Our
thanks to CFI, Roy Taylor, for a most enjoy-
able evening.

R.J.H.

WOLDS (Pocklington)

The uncooperative weather seems to have
upset nearly all the task weeks; competitions
and Northern League weekends; if there was
a National Ladder for table tennis, pontoon
and swingball, Wolds would be at the top!

We have some successes to report though.
Bob Parker managed five hours and Silver
height on a club flying week and Tim Caswell
wen! solo a week after his 16th birthday, the
weather having ruled out the day itself.

Jon Hart from Sutton Bank won our Com-
petition Kitly weekend, which was enjoyed
by everyone (see p221), and we were pleased
to have visitors from the Northumbria GC on
a recent task week, won by Alan Hunter,

We are having tug problems, our Condor
having been recalled with crankshaft corro-
sion trouble, and the ensuing problems over
who pays for what looks like lasting to the end
of the soaring season. If other clubs are

Philip Hogarth, of Woodspring GC, going solo on
his 16th birthday.

experiencing the same difficulties with 0240
engines and have a satisfactory answer, we
would be pleased to hear from them. Les
Cooper is trying to figure out ways and means
of building a new twin-drum winch to replace
our two rather elderly single-drum ones.
Our evening visits will soon be drawing to a
close and we thank the organiser, Steve Ben-
nett, for all his hard work again this year.
H.N.

WOODSPRING (Weston-Super-Mare)

Qur soaring season started in grand style with
Bill Burgess climbing to 7000ft (alas without
barograph) in thermal and wave over the air-
field. Silver Cs have been completed by
Angelos Yorkas, Rolf Scharning, Tony
Judge, John Horrill and Barry Goodyer, Sue
Marshall flew her Oly 463 to Sherborne for
her Silver distance, becoming the first lady
member to do so from Weston — well done
Sue. Silver heights were achieved by John
Bridge and Jack Nelson. Bronze legs too
numerous to mention have also been attained.

Ken Wiseman ran a very successful series
of Bronze C lectures in May which were very
much appreciated.

We had a stand at RAF Locking's Flower-
down Fair in June, which resulted in several
new members and a sellout of British Team
T-shirts, badges and ties.

Our longest serving ab-initio Philip
Hogarth, son of the CFI, went solo on Fri-
day, June 13, his 16th birthday, after a very
long wait and some 460 launches in his log-
book.

We welcome Roy Gallop to our ranks of
assistant instructors. Garry Humphries and
Angelos Yorkas will be attending instructors’
courses in October. Angelos has taken over
the thankless task of Airfield Treasurer from
Roy. We thank Roy for his two years of col-
lecting the cash.

C.B.H.

GLIDER
INSTRUMENTS

Overhauls and calibrations
Approved agentforPZLand Cambridge
instruments, sales and repairs
Barographs calibrated

M. G. Hutchinson
5 Glendevon Road
Woodley
Reading, Berks
Telephone 0734 696491
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WYCOMBE AIR PARK (Booker)

Just to put the record straight, last issue’s
photograph of Booker (p199) was laken by
Geoff Brown, one ‘of our first 1980 pupils to
go solo and a pholographic pundit.

We only had four contest days at our Reg-
ionals and local men took the top spots, as
you might expect.

It is sad 1o report two fatalities this summer
— Dave Hawkins and Rick Walton — our
deepest sympathy goes Lo their wives, Dave
especially will be sadly missed by us as he was
a very active club member.

On a brighter note, Fred Dolby went solo
recently after 37 launches with no previous
experience. As he is 64 this is no mean
achievement. Also Eric Rigby did all three
Silver C legs during a flight to Oakington on
August 10.

We now have a brand new ASW-20f to
replace the PIK and another Super Cub tug
(G-CUBB) — not guite brand new!

E.W.

YORKSHIRE (Sutton Bank)

Courses have been booming and we have
been solidly booked until the end of Sep-
tember with only one or two places in
Oclober. Despite the poor weather we have
done quite a bit of training but it has been a
very poor season for cross-countries and
wave.

Fortunately for the International Vintage
Rally which we hosted, see report on p214,
we were blessed with 6Y2 flying days out of
eight and launch rates ran as high as over 170
in one day.

Phil Lazenby takes the prize for the hard
luck story of the year. Flying his nicely pre-
served Oly 465 during the Rally, he landed in
a field next to one full of cows. He returned
from the telephone to find they had invaded
his field and almost completely eaten away his
trailing edges and large parts of the fuselage.
His philosophical attitude was quite remark-
able.

E.S.

SERVICE
NEWS

ANGLIA (RAF Wattisham)

The last two months have seen a lot of hard
work with the second winch running for the
first time since last year. There have been
several badge flights with Silver Cs for Jack
Webb and "*Mouse'" Ackroyd; a duration for
John Hicks; Bronze legs for Bam Bam and
Bob Muteham, who both recently re-soloed,
and first solos for Mick Hammond and Steve
Brian in the K-4.

Mike Boyden, CFI, came a creditable fifth
in the Booker Regionals. The lack of instruc-
tors is still a problem with our CFI as the only
full Cat, although hopefully there will soon be
several home-grown assistant Cats, Jack
Webb being the first.

October/November

Finally, after an early finish one Saturday
our CFI convinced us he's a pyromaniac by
pulling down a tree and starting a bonfire.
Sausage, mash and beans were enjoyed by all.

BICESTER (RAFGSA Centre)

Some of our best achievements were in late
July with the longest flight of the year being a
400km triangle by Ralph Dixon, During the
same week Dave Caunt (Kestrel) and Bob
Brownlow (Std Libelle) flew Gold distance/
Diamond goal triangles via Melton Mowbray
and Newmarket and three others made cre-
ditable attempts. Two completed Silver Cs
with distance flights, two claimed Silver
heights and eight durations. One of the Silver
C pilots was Peter John who started a Joint
Service gliding course without a full Bronze
and in the week did about 20hrs flying and
gained all the Silver legs. The other was
Derek Durling who returned from seeing the
farmer after landing to find young cattle had
meanwhile been put in the field to graze and
taken a liking to the K-8 tailplane.

Some 20 local hopefuls entered the Bicester

Rll€

Variometer
Systems

. o~
P

slly :
. Rice
Variometer Systems
Send for free

brochure and
information package

REDWOOD INSTRUMENT COMPANY
368 Rutherford Avenue,
Redwood City, CA 94061

Representatives & Stockists
John Delafield & Dickie Feakes
19 Newton Gardens
Newlon, Notts, NG13 8HJ
Ph: East Bridgford (0945)-20306
or (0949) 20918

round of Competition Kitty, to be reported in
the next issue. Pilots and friends also enjoyed
giant steaks grilled by Whitsun Bush at the
Saturday evening barbecue.
Congratulations to Bruce Barnfather on
going solo at the age of 16.
J.W.

CLEVELANDS/HAMBLETONS
(RAF Dishforth)

Members of both clubs have recently
achieved badge flights, all in thermal condi-
tions. Our wave seems to have deserted us for
the time being.

Congratulations to our new instructors,
Brian Thompson, Kev Morton and Eric
Roberts. While Brian was on his course at
Bicester he completed his Silver C with a
duration.

Ann Thompson flew 70km on a difficult day
for Silver distance; Eric Roberts has his five
hours; Jo Allan gained a Bronze leg, duration
and Silver height in one flight and John
Shreeve flew o the Doncaster area.

Annually we tow our two-seaters to RAF
Leeming to encourage Servicemen to fly and
this year included RAF Linton-on-Ouse,
Both evenings were a great success. We look
forward to August Bank holiday when we
hold a task weekend, disco and buffet.

We welcome Leigh Hood to the club on his
return from Germany 10 RAF Catlterick.

J.AS.

FOUR COUNTIES (RAF Syerston)

Our barbecue on July 5, Competition Kitty
weekend, was a success. The weather wasn't
fantastic but the two days were possible and
won by John Delafield. The bus winch is well
underway.

Our 25th anmiversary is next year and we
would be grateful if all past members would
contact Steve Hart at 20 High Street,
Easton-on-the-Hill, Stamford, Lincs, so that
he may notify them of celebration arrange-
ments.

G.P.S.

FULMAR (RAF Kinloss)

Unfortunately the weather forced us to stop
flying early on the longest day but the superb
barbecue more than made up for this,

The arrival of the syndicate Falke
(G-BARZ) has considerably enhanced our
facilities and proved very popular. Tony Gar-
rod, Tony Duignan, Malcolm Taylor and Colin
Slade have gone solo and a Joint Service glid-
ing course at Bicester gave Steve Partridge
and Dick Dawe durations and Farida Shroff a
Bronze leg. Dave Stewart has completed his
Bronze C.

John Harner has rejoined us from St Maw-
gan and Nick Murphy and Steve Dennis from
Bicester. Our best wishes on leaving go with
two of our longest serving members —
“Coypu’’, our mascot, has joined the RAF
and Peter (Rock) Spevack has left it.

&)

HUMBER (RAF Lindholme)

We have two new instructors, Derek Wilson
and John Houghton, and have lost one with
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Keith Sleigh joining the RAF. He will only be
visiting us when on leave.

Trina Jennings and Steve Wilson have
completed their Bronze Cs. Trevor Marshall
converted to the K-8 and completed his sec-
ond Bronze leg shortly afterwards.

Qur annval dinner-dance is in November
and we have a party to celebrate four birth-
days at the end of August. We haven't done
too badly with hours and launches and should
see something for our efforts at the end of the
year.

Two members are in the Northern Region-
als.

K.M.G.

KESTREL (RAF Odiham)

Congratulations to Robin Horder and David
Watt on going solo. We have recently
acquired an immaculate K-13, bringing the
club two-seater tally to three though Bob
Bicher's K-4 extends that as well as the pri-
vate owner fleet. Congratulations also to Bob
and Warwick Creighton on their recent PPL
conversions.

The depressing weekend weather has
meant only 2490km cross-country from
Odiham in the past two months, the longest
flight being a 200km by Dave Macarthey with
Pete Richie coming second with 152km, both
in the syndicate Mosquito. However Martin
Eldridge did manage 175km in the Astir from
Lasham.

On June 15 Martin was first against the
British Team Squad in Competition Kiity at
Lasham (see p220) and Andy Ginever came
second with Dave Macarthey third. Well
done the Kestrel team. John Cockfield has
turned “pro”” for the summer, running
courses at Saltby.

R.D.

PEGASUS (RAF Giitersloh)

First news of our expedition to Sisteron in
France. There were Gold heights for A. Bal-
chelor and Al Eddie. The remainder
thoroughly enjoyed their wave flights even if
they didn’t quite get badges.

The RAF Germany Gliding Association
Comps at Detmold came next and J. Edyvean
(K-7) was second in the Club Class and our
K-7 (202) won the trophy for the best pre-
pared glider. Tony Evans and the K-8 became
very familiar with Lemgo.

Our congrete floor in the hangar has been
completed, thanks to Pete Carr and his crew,
and now he is starting to convert the club-
house. The longest day, with 220 launches,
was very successful with our German friends
from Oerlinghausen arriving on the Friday
night and staying until Sunday. Everyone
enjoyed the barbecue in the hangar and our
thanks to Alan Harris for placing a Falke at
our disposal.,

We say goodbye to Mark Johnson, who
was our youngesl! solo pilot at 16, and Chris
Dobbs. Latest to go solo are Norma Milling-
ton, Dick Pennock, Pete Vernan and John
McGivern, who also acquired two Bronze
legs. Bill Gordon achieved Silver distance
and two Bronze legs.

We are looking forward to our ridge expedi-
tion to Vennebeck in October.

B.P.
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A new use for the Blanik! Photo; Dave Hourston.

The last two months have been somewhat
hectic with an expedition to Sisteron in
France and the RAF Germany Gliding
Association Comps at Detmold.

Sisteron was an extremely enjoyable and
profitable expedition for the the club. Mem-
bers flew over 200hrs and covered more than
1000km in thermals, wave and ridge lift. Ossie
Constable, Rick Paradie and Dick Murray
gained Gold heights with Silver heights for
Kev Olver and Geoff Cowling. George

Il you're an experienced glider pilot and
you're looking for a good base to fly

from on your holidays, Coventry Gliding
Club is the place for you.

Situated just outside Husbands Bosworth,
it is within easy flying reach of many
other Clubs. Aero-tow launching ensures
that any machine with reasonable pene-
tration can enjoy long distance or local
soaring in our almost ideal conditions.
Club facilities include Licensed Bar,first
class accommodation, easy access from

motorways and good company.

We also extend an equally warm wel-
come to the not so experienced,

For details ring:

Market Harborough 880429 or 880521

or write to: COVENTRY GLIDINGCLUB
Husbands Bosworth Airfield,
Husbands Bosworth, Leics.
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Winching and Aerotowing
all year, mostly weekends
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Barber, John Nelson, Geoff Cowling, Kev
Olver and Derek Ballard achieved durations.
Brilggen hasn’t done badly for thermals
with many days giving 8 1o 10kts with Silver
heights and Bronze Cs for Dave Hourston,
Colin Jones, John Morris and Clive Smyth.
Gabby Driicker also gained Silver height,
whilst Geoff Cowling managed Silver dis-
tance. Innes Griggs has gone solo.
There were only four contest days during
the two weeks of the Detmold Comps.
G.A.B.

TWO RIVERS (RAF Laarbruch)

We must have blinked for the summer has
almost gone and we are already planning our
winter/spring expeditions. Phil Gunn and
Dave Rarcliffe have gone solo and Frank
Aspinall coaxed a duration fMight out of a
thermic, but very unreliable, day. George Lee
“*dropped in"* whilst returning from Pader-
born recently, and his presence in the back
seal of the Twin was appreciated.

Our mini-camp, over the August Bank
holiday will be our next flying extravaganza
— will the sun shine?

We have lost another two members in
Frank Aspinall and Trev Buckley who have
both served the club as Field Treasurers.
Thanks guys.

J.R.N.

ABOYNE, ABERDEENSHIRE

BOOK EARLY FOR
WAVE SEASON
MARCH-APRIL 1981

Limited Numbers Accepted

Enquire to:
A.J. MIDDLETON

DEESIDE GLIDING CLUB
ABOYNE, ABERDEENSHIRE

Tel: Dinnet (033-985) 339

C

CAMBRIDGE

Aerotowing only, March — November
Holiday Courses: May— August

Despite the exclusive sound of the name, the Cambridge University Gliding Club
is open lo everyone.

Our two sites may seem a uniquely crazy arrangement, bul we manage to

fly from both every weekend in the year, weather permitling.

Never been

gliding before, or experienced pilot = we welcome you.

; 3 The Secretary
General information from 55 Moorfield éwd

Duxford

R. Haddon
54 Brampton Road
Cambridge

Course details from

SAILPLANE & GLIDING




WREKIN (RAF Cosford)

Our thanks to the Fenland GC for the loan of
their T-21 for our ab-initio course. The course
went well with Bev Toal, Pete Rayment and
lan Crawley going solo. Earlier in July
“Tafl™ Agius, Keith Tegg and Paul Little
wenl solo, Paul’s having the most spectacular
appeal when he tried to write-off the wind-
sock and T-21. Bob Jones and Percy Dalton
converted to the K-18 and Mick Greenway
managed his Silver distance in his K-8.

Rod Witter did very well on his expedition
to Portmoak, reaching Diamond height in the

Bristol & Gloucestershire
Gliding Club
Welcomes private owners,
beginners and holiday members at their
unique site in the Cotswolds

Open 7 days per week

April to October - Normally weekends only
in winter, but weekday flying is possible by
prior permission of the Manager,

Tel 0453-B60-342
Courses run from April to Oclober

For details write to:
The Manager
Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club
Nympsfleld, Stonehouse
Glos. GL 10 3TX

The Cornish Gliding and Flying Club
Trevellas Airfield, Perranporth
Cornwall. Tel. Perranporth 2124

Gliding courses in modern fleet
from May - B.G.A. fully-rated
instructors — fine soaring -
lovely coastal airfield — ideal
for a different family holiday.

Details with pleasure from;

The Course Secretary
Tremearne, Breage, Helston
Cornwall
Tel: Helston 62294

PIK-20e. We wish Rhod Evans and Les
Cadugan the best of luck on their instructors’
course in September,

Our home-built shower is finished, thanks
to much hard work by certain members, and
there are now moves 1o starl work on a bunk-
house for visiting pilots.

J.L.R.

WYVERN (RAF Upavon)

It has been a frusirating period with airfield
restrictions or poor weather hindering good
flying. *'Stormy'* Fairweather (very approp-
riate) and Bill Crawford are now solo and
Steve Moss, Merv Kelly, Adrian Matyear
and Angie Pears have gained durations.
Colin Hornbuckle has crossed the 50km gap
to Odiham; with the tug on the ground wailing
for him he didn’t even have time to collect the
Inter Club Plate.

Congratulations also to Don Archer on

SHOBDON

Your easily accessible wave site in
superb unspoilt country on the
Welsh borders.

Falke, Blanik, Twin Astir, aerotowing
seven days a week. Easy
to-get-away cross country
possibilities. Good wave set up by
the Welsh mountains. Private
owners and club expeditions
welcome, but be sure to book.
Courses tailored to your require-
ments. Power and parachuting
available. An excellent area for small
hotels, amiable landladies, self-
catering, historic towns, stately
homes, beautiful walks and choice
pubs.

Please write to the Secreta

Herefordshire Gliding Club,
Shobdon Alrfield, Leominster,

Herefordshire
Telephone: Kingsland (056881) 369

joining the back seat criticisers and to
Graeme Sharpe and Andy Harkins on gaining
full Cat ratings.

From a flying viewpoint the pre Inter-
Services task week was a disaster. The only
soaring achieved was by the bus and bar pro-
fits. The saving grace was a series of excellent
talks and lectures throughout the week by
John Williamson. The longest day flying
added just over 200 launches to an otherwise
sorry total to date.

Our long-promised winch is still beyond the
horizon and our thanks to Kestrel for loaning
us a winch when our own expired during an
ab-initio course.

Barry Perks has bought an Oly 463 and Sue
and John Hawkins a K-6e. Our CFl, Howard
Jarvis, has been giving an aerobatic display at
most of the local open days and each one has
subsequently resulted in new faces in the
front seat of a K-13. The ¢lub flourishes even
if the flying does nol.

J.R.H.

———
—

LONDON GLIDING CLUB

Dunstable Downs, Bedfordshire
Telephone: 0582 63419

Situated at the foot of the Chiltern
hills, and within easy reach of
| London and the Midlands by road

(just off the M1). The Club has a
comprehensive fleet of dual and
solo aircraft, reliable launching
equipment including tug aircraft,
This famous site has plentiful
thermals in summer and hill soaring
with favourable winds throughout
the year. Resident instructors,
catering every day (weekends only
in winter), licensed bar, accommo-
dation and other facilities. Visitors
welcome.

Write for Course brochures or
club membership details to the
Manager, or ring 0582 63419.

If you want the best m Ghdmg, come to

* The UK S top soaring

site

— Flying 364 days a year with 6 tugs and 4
towcars;

— Free of airspace restriclions;

— The UK 801km record flown from
Lasham;

— Over 75,000km flown from here in 1979

Private owners are welcome, or join Surrey and Hants and fly the Club's fleet; 1 Kestrel 19, 1 Mosquito, 3 Astir CS's, 1 Sport Vega,
1 K6E, 5 K8's. Trailers for all aircraft, Landrover for retrieves.

DEREK DAVIS, Lasham Gliding Society, Lasham Airfield, Nr. ALTON, Hants.

*The UK's best
training centre

— Elementary and advanced residential
courses 50 weeks a year;

— Full time professional instructors
always available;

— Four two-seaters (K13's);
— One Super-Falke;
—Janus on order

Tel: Herriard (025 683) 270

g - apThe fmest club

Comfortable accommodation, modern
clubhouse with 7 day a week canteen and
bar, first class caravan and camping
site.

The Alton Sports Centre is only 4 miles
away with swimming, squash, tennis,
badminton, table tennis etc.

amenities

October/November
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A THREAT TO SPORTS FUNDING

Dear Editor, a

Alone of the UK's four home countries,
Northern Ireland is to be denied the ser-
vices of a professionally staffed Sports
Council. If junior minister Lord Elton gets
his way the Sports Council for Northern Ire-
land will be reduced to a merely advisory
body of appointed laymen, have no execu-
tive powers or grant-aid functions and its
entire dedicated and qualified staff will be
fired. Its secretarial functions will be pro-
vided entirely by the provincial Department
of Education and it will become a toothless
ministerial poodle.

Such aid as will remain for sport here will
be dispensed by civil servants in the
Department of Education and by district
councils. Sport — all sports — will have
lost an effective and sympathetic prop, a
big commercial fund raiser and a powerful
lobby with government and government
departments.

“So what?"' you might ask. The answer is
that you might not be as unaffected as you
think. The English, Scottish and Welsh
Sports Councils have all reacted with con-
cern to the Elton plan and there are good
reasons for fearing it might be the writing
on the wall for them too. If the Civil Service,
under pressure to reduce its numbers, suc-
ceeds in this ploy of clawing back func-
tions for itself to protect jobs at the
expense of the SCNI's professionals, it will
be sorely tempted to try the same stunt
throughout the UK.

The Ulster Gliding Club has been served
extremely well by the SCNI and from what
we read in S&G, we know a number of

mainland gliding clubs have every reason
to be grateful to their regional Sports
Coungcils too. Minority sports such as ours
have a vested interest in seeing that the
government’s sports aid is channelled
through sport-orientated and committed
professionals, many with enviable sporting
records of their own, rather than disbursed
by faceless bureaucrats.

Can we please ask members of the Brit-
ish gliding movement, individually and in
their clubs, at every opportunity and at
every political pressure point, to express
their strong opposition to the planned
emasculation of the SCNI?

If you bump into your MP, bend his or her
ear about it. Line them up to oppose the
Elton plan.

BOB RODWELL, Secretary, Ulster GC.

SAVE SOULS AND SHIPS

Dear Editor,

1 find In the June issue of S&G no fewer
than three references to the field-selection
checklist apparently in use In Britain. We
are not lucky enough to have a nationalised
training programme in this country, but |
was gratified to note that your checklist is
quite similar to the one we teach in our
club:

Size

Orientation with wind

Slope

Surface

Obstructions to final approach

Streets (fe crew accessibility)

The last item is of low priority, whilst the
first five are of equally high pricrity (since
their influences are interdependent). In the
order given, their initials form a memory
aid which seems appropriate because,
after all, our first concern in off-field land-
ings is to save our souls, and the second is
to save our ships.

RICHARD SHEPPE, Cambridge, Mass,
USA.

WEAK LINKS (TOW ROPES)

Dear Editor,

In response to Ted Warner's letter on the
above subject in the last issue, p202, may |
correct the record. It is not the BGA Execu-
tive Committee who require the strength of

launching equipment to be limited to any
specific figure. Nor are weak links neces-
sary if the strength of such rope as may be
selected is naturally limited to the figure
required.

(1) JAR 22 (Joint Airworthiness
Requirements — European Community —
Part 22 — Gliders). Para JAR 22.581
"Aerotowing’' states: "Qnom is the rated
ultimate strength of the towing cable (or
weak link if employed). For the purpose of
these requirements it must be assumed to
be not less than 1.3 times the sailplane
maximum weight and not less than 500 da

(2) BCAR's Chapter K4-10 “'Light Aero-
planes" states: 'The strength of the towing
cable/or any weak link which may be inter-
posed in the cable shall be established and
shall be stated in the (Tug) Flight Manual;
however the strength of the cable or weak
link shall not be less than 4450N (1000ib)."

(3) BCAR Section E (Gliders) states:
"Tow rope strength — The maximum nom-
inal breaking strength of the tow rope shall
be selected by the Applicant (Designer)
Note: It is recommended that this value
should be not less than 1000Ib." (BCAR
Section E is now superseded by JAR 22.)

(4) OSTIV states: "Qnom should not be
less than 500kg (11001b)."

(5) FAA (USA) (Federal Aviation Author-
ity) states: “The towline strength should
not be less than 80% of the glider operating

~ welght. If the towline strength exceeds two

times the operating welght of the glider,
install two weak links."

(<) PiGeoTTS)

SUPPLIERS TO THE

AIRCRAFT INDUSTRY
Windcones — manufactured in Min. of
Defence Hypalon, Polyurethene nylon and
Cambric. National & Advertising Flags and
Banners.
Flagpoles and Windsock masts,
Drogues made from easy lo clean PVC

Nylon.
PIGGOTT BROTHERS & CO. LIMITED
Stanford Rivers, Ongar, Essex CM5 9P)
Tel 0277 363262

Twa

The Pilots Aircraft
i 5

Unrivalled

Safety Features
Harmonised Controls
Extended Service Life

Thoroughbred Pedigree

Introducing the RS 180 “Sportsman”

-

Combining the latest technology with German craftsmanship

TRAINING - TOWING - CRUISING
Compare the outstanding features

R.LLF.EXETER AIRPORT BUILDINGS.DEVON

Quiet Comfort
Swift Economy
-~ Outstanding Visibility
s Spacious Luxury

Call ANDREW STUART on 0404 81 4160
or DAVID BATH on 039 57 362

SOLE U.K. DISTRIBUTORS.
EXECUTIVE AIR SPORT

Sole U.K. Concessionaires for RF.5 and Sperber
Arrange a demonstration flight
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(6) Therefore Ted, it is hardly fair to
require the BGA Executive Committee to
test tow ropes by jumping off cliff-tops,
with or without weak links, unless of
course you havé an operational require-
ment to dispose of any particular member!
(Lionel Alexander — watch out?)

R. B. STRATTON, Chief Technical Officer.

PS. Weak links in winch/autotow cables
are essential and we have knowledge of a
recent incident to prove it!

COMPETITION ENTERPRISE MIGHT
ANSWER

Dear Editor,

I'm afraid that Mike Fairman (last issue,
p203) may not care for all the “reaction’” he
has asked for, because he seems to be talk-
ing rubbish. If he really wants to play a
game of rounders gliding round a circuit of
“approved safe landing areas”, | can only
suggest that he organises cne for himself
and any like-minded chaps he can find.

On the other hand if he and his crew are
looking for a lot of fun at a gliding competi-
tion, | suggest that they try themselves out
against the nicest bunch of gliding types
they are ever likely to meet (both pilots and
crew) who take their “aerial toboggans'
and the very latest of glass slippers to the
unique BGA Competition Enterprise.
|AN PATTERSON, Sidmouth, Devon.

PS. I'm not sure whether Tony Smallwood
would refer to his Gull | as an 'aerial
toboggan’'.

WALTER DITTEL GmbH

Radios, speakers, microphones, etc.
Let us engineer you a perfect radio
system. We are the factory approved
service department.

MARCONI

Ground stations fitted 3 channel, plus
Volmet. Fully solid state R/T, slightly
smaller than a Westminster. £260
plus VAT or £185 plus VAT.

All radio equipment sold by R.E.F.
Electronics is fully certified to the
current CAA 25 kHz channel spacing
specification.

Also gel-cel batteries and chargers.

For further details contact

R.E.F. Electronics

Church Road, Penn, High Wycombe
Bucks HP10 8LN

Tel: Penn (049 481) 4483
Telex: 848314 Chacom G

for the attention of R.E.F.

PIK-20e HIGH PERFORMANCE
“FLAPPED 15" MOTOR SAILPLANE

® GOOD TAKE-OFF PERFORMANCE (300m)
® GOOD RATE OF CLIMB

® EARLY DELIVERIES — LATE 1980

® DEMO AIRCRAFT AVAILABLE

® IN FULL SERIES PRODUCTION

BALL ELECTRIC VARIOMETERS
Sole UK Agency

@ Latest models in
stock

® Very low battery
consumption

® All self-contained —
no awkward bottles

® Standard sizes 3%
and 2V inch
available

® Netto, cruise,
variable gain,
variable damping,
averager available

Model 400/6

And of course:

® FIBREGLASS TRAILERS FOR 15 METRE SAILPLANES
@ GOOD RANGE OF INSTRUMENTS

@ REPAIRS TO ALL SAILPLANES WHATEVER MATERIAL
® Csof A

@ WOODEN TRAILERS BUILT TO YOUR SPECIFICATION

JOH N H U LM E Telephone

SOTTISHAM, CAMBRIDGE Cambridge 811323

October/November
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SAILPLANE/GLIDER/AIRCRAFT

INSURANCE

TRY THE SPECIALISTS

J. A. Harrison (Brokers) Ltd.

SECURITY HOUSE
160-161 BROMSGROVE STREET
BIRMINGHAM B5 6NY

RATES ARE REDUCED BY
QUALIFICATION

SPECIAL SCHEME FOR
EXPERIENCED PILOTS

Telephone: 021-692-1245
Telex: 335142

WINTER BAROGRAPHS

MAIN STOCKISTS:

THERMAL EQUIPMENT
LIMITED

Lasham Airfield, Alton, Hampshire
Telephone Herriard 359 or 0256-83 359

SAILPLANE & ENG.
SERVICES LTD.

C'sof A
REPAIRS TO GLASS-FIBRE,
STEEL TUBE & WOODEN A/C

WRITE OR PHONE:

KEN BLAKE BUXTON 4365

SAILPLANE & ENG. SERVICES LTD.,
HOLMFIELD RD., BUXTON, DERBYS.

The World Famous

CAMBRIDGE
VARIOMETER SYSTEMS

and the

IRVING TOTAL ENERGY

UNIT
£9.55 inc VAT + 50p p&p
are available from

SOUTHDOWN AERO

SERVICES LTD.
LASHAM AIRFIELD
ALTON, HANTS
Telephone Herriard (025 683) 359

HANG
GLIDER
PILOT

Ann Welch and
Gerry Breen

Second Edition

‘Perhaps the most practical guide yet to this
new-old science, written by experienced
pilots for beginners and the semi-skilled.’
London Evening News

A practical, easy-to-read book for the
person who wants to take up this increas-
ingly popular and exciting sport and
become a skilled pilot.

paperback £4.50 illustrated throughout

JOHN MURRAY
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Advertisements, with remittance, should be
sent to Cheiron Press Ltd, 7 Amersham Hill,
High Wycombe, Bucks. Tel 0494 442423. Rate
25p a word. Minimum £5.00. Box numbers £2.00
exira. Replies to box numbers should be
sent to the same address. The closing date
for classified advertisements for the
December/January Issue is November 6, a.m.

FOR SALE

ASTIR 77. Low hours, Waterballast. As new. Full panal
incl horizon, electric vario, radio, Dolphin. Fitted
gluminium trailer. C of A May 81. Offers. Swindon 30541
day, 27685 evenings.

JANTAR Standard — Best Standard Class. Fully sealed,
{ull instrumentation, fitted wheel hook for winch launch.
Excellent condition with fitted trailer. Offers around
£10000 or 1/4 shares, based Aston Down. Stroud 2416
Day, Gloucester 68132 Night.

DART 15. Full instruments, parachute, radio, new fitled
pxygen. trailer. C of A Feb 1981. One owner for 15 years
achieving Gold and Diamonds, never broken. £3750ono.
Stoddart Durham 67069 (home) Sunderland 57123
{olfice),

BLANIK. C of A 1981. 2 sets of basic instruments. Good
condition. Reasonable offers. Contact Pam Davis, Her-
riard 329 (home) or Derek Davis Herriard 322 (office).

PIK 208, Past Nationals winner. Good performance and
handling, excellen| approach control. Accurately profiled
wings. Instrumenlts, including Cambridge variometer,
parachute, various spares. View Nympsfield. £8750. Ron
Sandlord. Shrewton (0980) 620454 (evenings) or al
Nympsfield (weekends).

FALKE ENGINE Pieper-Stark Stamo MS 1500/1. Over-
hauled, zero-hour, £2500 ono inc VAT, Also some airlrame
and engine spares. Bill Dean, Herriard 270 or Midhurst
4285.

VEGA — based at Nympsfield. Fully equipped, perfect
condition, new trailer. Third share for £4250. Norman Har-
ris, Evesham 840315.

PHOEBUS 17C. Competition winner. This actual aircraft
featured in Jane's World Sailplanes. 42:1 Glide, a quality
glass glider far cheaper than mosl. Low hours, 2-man
syndicate, but one emigrating so must sell. Fully
instrumanted, radio etc. Richard Cowderoy, Fleet 5319

PILATUS B4. Excellent condition. Tinled canopy. Well
instrumented. TM§ radio. C of A 1o July 81. Metal trailer,
Enquiries Tel W. Prince 028 375 220.

SKYLARK 3B. Good condition, full panel, parachute,
covered trailer, rigging aids and trolley. C of A from March
1980. £34000n0. Tel G. Eade, Gulldford 31251 x 252 (day).
D. Henry, Winchester 64829 (evenings).

CANOPY REPAIRS, MODS etc

CANOPY DOCTOR is moving
from 061 973 3086 to 074 381 231

April Cottage, Lower Hopton
Nesscliffe, Salop, SY4 1DL

SKYLARK 4 with excellent reconditioned metal trailer.
Instruments and parachule. C of A to April 1881,
£45000n0. Can be seen at Booker, Tel Tucker, Great Mis-
senden 3197 or Parker, Kingston Blount 51008.

SKYLARK 2B — excellent condition with instruments and
Dart canopy. New C of A. £20000n0o. Brian Weare, Honiton
2040,

SF-25A motor glider. New 3 year C of A Cruise 60kt with
outstanding economy. Good thermal and STOL perfor-
mance. £5250on0. Tel Prudhoe 32087 evenings.

BOCIAN 1E 1967. Ideal training
and soaring club aircraft in excel-
lent condition. Complete with
trailer. Seen at Husbands Bos-
worth. £4200, Contact P, Walker.
Tel Leicester 775789

SKYLARK 4. Full panel {no A/H). Chute, 2 man easy rig-
ging. Good Irailer, immaculate and spotlessly clean,
Radio negotiable. £5000. Shobdon 061-973-5729.

JSH SCORPION (Janes Gliders page 137). L/D 1/38
measured. Complete with trailer, instruments, parachute.
£5000. Any reasonable offer considered. Tel John Halford
Oxford 68265.

OLYMPIA 463, Last batch made, must be best example.
Recovered and resprayed. Aerotow hook, GAP wheel fair-
ing (mould included). Full panel, A/H, T/S, 2 various,
audio, Pye Bantam, Oxygen, easy 2 man rig. £42000n0.
Tel 051 709 8039 (day) 051 423 3285 (night).

K-4 Tandem 2 seal with basic instruments. C of A expired
but A/C serviceable. No trailer. £600 or offers. A Lunn, 5
Falkirk Avenue, Blackpool, N.S. Tel 0253 56415.

K-28 with new canopy. finished blue/white, includes two
sels instruments. Cotswold club must sell urgently to
raise cash for alrfield. £2600 ono. Possibly open trailer
also available. Tel David Roberts Swindon 823846 (work)
or Kemble 507 (home)

BLANIK 1978. Toltal time 21 hrs. Total launches 42. Fully
equipped. Includes TMB radio and open trailer £8250.
Peter Clifford Aviation Lid, White Waltham Airfield,
Maidenhead. Tel 0628 823341,

LS-3. Full competition outfit, including very comprehen-
sive miniature panel with Mk IV Speed Director and
Schanz Compass, and Komet trailer. £13 500. Tel 0508
890469.

KESTREL 19M. Including instruments, Slingsby GRP
trailer and fittings. Only S500hrs and 200 launches.
One owner since new. No prangs. Available now
£11 DOOono. Tom Docherly. Tel 0382 534341 (business)
0382 79546 (evenings).

NIMBUS 2B. Lale model. All mod con inc Bohli, radio,
oxygen, chute, baro, Cambridge Mk Il, Horizon, double
battery set-up, Non spill Jelly type. Metal Irailer new, tow-
ing dolly, winglip dolly, water tanks, Offers around
£16 800. E. J. Mason, 63 Victoria Rd South, Southsea,
Hants. Tel 0705 817144 wark, 0705 736078 evenings,

JANTAR 19M. VGC. Available October with new C of A.
Currently at Booker. Hull and metal {railer only £10 900.
Mike Garrod (0734-785577).

KESTREL 19. Extended rudder, full instruments including
oxygen, radio, glass fibre trailer in good condition, easy
2-man rig. C of A till Feb 1881, £11 000ono. Zealley, Tel
Hilchin 2427,

BELLANCA CITABRIA 150 hp. 1973, 300 engine hours to
run. Spare prop. Tow hook. 3 year C of A. Dacron cover-
ing. Newly resprayed. V.G.C. £9000 plus VAT, Bryson 0247
51111 or 0B46 682580.

TWIN ASTIR 1878, Immaculate. Full instruments. New low
line easyload trailer. Full C of Awith sale, £11 5000no plus
VAT. Tel 0232 654366.

GLIDER TUGS

Bellancas, Citabrias and Scout
AVAILABLE NOW

Contact: Hendon Air Services,
Southend Municipal Airport,
Southend (0702) 5448
{or)
B. A Jg%g Preston (Dorset)
(0305) 176 (evenings and weekends)

ASTIR 77. ' share. Complelely instrumented.
Parachule, barograph and lrailer. Situated at Lasham,
£3000. Guildford (0483) 61897 (office) 76040 (homa).

BADGES, made to your own Iindividual design in any
quantity from 20 upwards. Reasonable prices and good
delivery. 8. A. Cory & Company Ltd. Glengarrif, Co. Cark,
Eire. Postage & Packing free. Tel Glengarriff 159.

SF-27M Cy MOTOR GLIDER. 250 mile range at 70 knots.
Standard Cirrus performance as glider, trailer, ‘chute,
numerous extras £9000onc. D. B. James, Cherry
Drchard, Marlow Common, Bucks, Marlow 3509,

PILATUS B4. Comp No. 678. Third share based Dishforth
complete with trailer, full instruments and parachute,
recent C of A. Contact R. Whitham, Tel Knottingley 83421,
Ext 64.

RICO VARIOMETERS

Acompact, 3rd generation electric
vario guaranteed two years

Basic Vario ..... A W £145
Vario with Audio ,.......... £196
Vario with Audio, Netto and

Flight Director .. ... .. e nae ESOT

RICARDO AVIONICS

UK Agents for RICO Variometers and REPLOGLE Barographs

REPLOGLE BAROGRAPHS

A practical, compact barograph
at a sensible price producing a
permanent trace on pressure
sensitive paper
£129

Contact: John Delafield on 0949-20306 or Dickie Feakes on 0949-20918
19 Newton Gardens, Newton, Nottingham

PYE GLIDER & VEHICLE RADIOS

Bankam s e e £115
a1 1p1 0] 1= Vo T e A £95
Westminster .......... s 2180

Overhauled by CAA/NATS
approved engineer. All with
130.1 and 130.4

October/November
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STD LIBELLE. Full panel. One syndicate ownership. Good
c‘ogilsion. Price including trailer £6900. Tel Rugby
10018.

STRIPLIN FLAC. Ulitra light Powered rigid wing informa-
fion package from AERO & 'ENGINEERING SERVICES
LTD, Unit 30, Swan Industrial Estate, Washington, Tyne &
Wear. Tel 4723958, (Available shortly 2 seat Ultra light).

FOR SALE

K-6¢cr

In good condition, fully instru-
mented with parachute and closed
trailer.

Price £2590
FOB Finnish Port
Contact:
Mr Harald O. Tandefelt
Post Box 48
SF-13101 Hameenlinna 10, Finland

HIGH PERFORMANCE Boomerangs for sale. Send £3.80
to Brennig James, Cherry Orchard, Marlow Common,
Bucks. Boomerang will return by post.

KESTREL 19. Low hours, instruments, oxygen, radio,
trailer. £9500. Also a new trailer far 15m modern glider.
Price on request. Tel Dorchester 2307,

OLY 403 purpose built. Full panel with A H, Parachute and
Barograph. Aluminium lIrailer with fittings. All in very
good condition. £45000n0. Tel Brocklehurst, Poynton
873747.

MINI-NIMBUS SHARE. 1/5 (elfectively 1/4). £2800.
Based Nympsfield. Fully equipped trailer, para, bara, elc.
As new. Tel 04536 78311.

RHON-LERCHE., Good condition, basic instruments,
ready to fly away. DM4000. LSV Neuwied, Rheinstrasse,
D-5450 Neuwied, West Germany. Tel 010 49 2343 12550
(from 9am to Spm) or 010 49 2631 22324 (after 6pm),

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS. Order now — avoid disap-
pointment. Thermal Dice Gliding Game £15. Model Glid-
ers 1:50 on stand, personalised numbers, markings £40.
Martyn Wells, Whichtord, Shipston, Warks. Long
Compton 217.

TRAILERS. Timber or Aluminium from under £1000. Fit-
tings. Marlyn Wells, Whichford, Shipston, Warks. Long
Compton 217.

DOUBLE-DECKER BUS, fitted out as mobile holiday
home, all mod cons inc kitchen, shower, WC, mains elec-
tric converter 10 24 v. Honda generator, sunshine roof
opening, suitable as headquarters for glider meets, air-
shows, elc. Asking £55000n0. J. O. C. Warner, "Mallows",
Ferry Road, Hayling Island, Hampshire.

ASH 360 P, portable VHF with 2 headsats for intercom, 1
built-in aerial, 1 15' remote aerial, internal rechargeable
12v. battery, external 12v. power point, 100hrs operation
on one charge, wil. 7Ib approx, with carrying strap. 2yrs
old. VGC. Asking £450cn0. J. O. C. Warner, “"Mallows",
Ferry Road, Hayling Island, Hampshire.

ASK-13. Excellent condition throughout. Newly synthetic
covered fuselage. Basic instruments front and rear. Full
year's C of A. E7800 + VAT, Apply Manager, London Glid-
ing Club, Tring Road, Dunstable, Beds. Tel Dunstable
63419,

DIESEL WINCHES. Single and Iwin drum. Andy Gough,
RAF GSA Centre, Bicester. Tel Bicester 43030.

TWIN ASTIA with instruments and metal trailer for sale

£10500 + VATono. Full details from Wycombe Gliding
School. Tel High Wycombe 20263,
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PETERBOROUGH
SAILPLANES
Tel Peterborough (0733) 264585
Get your glider serviceable fast
Repairs in all materials
C’s of A and resprays
ASI and Barograph calibration
Stockists of most repair materials
FOR SALE
Bergfalke 2 Grunau 3 Skylark 2
Cadet Mk 1 for restoration
All for offers

Many serviceable spares in stock
from wings to wheels

GRUNAU BABY 28 and open trailer in immaculate condi-
tion having recently arrived from Germany. German Col A
until June 1981. A/C was built originally in 1941 bul was
almost entirely rebuill during 1956, With German Instru-
ments. Aircraft and equipment can be inspecled at
Wycombe Air Park. Price £900ono. Apply C. Wills,
"Wings", The Street, Ewelme, Oxon OX1 1AA or Tel Wal-
lingford (0491) 39245.

SWALLOW. Dart canopy. Basic instruments. Good condi-
tion. Offers. K. Blake. Tel Buxton (0298) 4365.

IMMACULATE ASW-18 with fully fitted aluminium trailer
etc. £12 750. Contact Roy Stockham. Phone 0908 74931
(work) or 0008 6843465 (home) for full details.

LIBELLE 201-B. Excellent condition, with oxygen, radio,
instruments, parachute and Irailer. £7000. Phone Bernard
Barry, 044284-3481 (work) or 04427-73755 (home).

Got your OCTOBER COPY

of SOARING yet????

Get your copy promptly and reliably—
order or renew your sub with us.
£16.00 for 12 issues
(renewable any time of year)

CROSS COUNTRY SOARING
by Helmut Reichmann —again in stock
£15.00 plus postage UK. £1.25
Europe £4.00, Other £5.00

S.S.A. Proceedings of the 1980
Convention—£6.50 plus £1.00 postage

JANE'S WORLD SAILPLANES
new 1980 Edition
by Andrew Coates
£8.95 plus postage
(as for Reichmann’s book)
Other books in stock — send for our
catalogue for further details

FLOW TECHNOLOGY 2000 Ltd
126 Welham Rd, Malton YO17 9DU, England
Tel (0653) 2469 — International 44 653 2469

H-604 KESTREL 22, No. 9. 1973. the bes! one ever built,
only 195 flights, 423hrs. Write for infarmation to Josef
Lamla, Sedanstr. 31, D-5100 Aachen, West Germany.

NIMBUS-2 {3W) 1st in German Nationals 1979, built 1973,
very good condition, DM40 000 (circa £10 000). Write to
Manfred Dick, Krefelderstr. 25, D-5100 Aachen, West
Germany, or tel W. Germany (010-49-241) 153653 (even-
ings).

PYE Bantam £100. Pye Cambridge £100, both
130.1/130.4, vge, of the lot £190. New crystal controlled
receiver 130.1/130.4. £30. Box No. S.G.568.

K-13. Privately owned since new by one elderly syndicate.
Only 1800 launches and 500hrs. Excellent condition with
two sels basic instruments, fitled batteries, elc. Speedwell
aluminium trailer with fuselage and wing trolleys for easy
rigging. C of A 1o Feb 1981. £10 2500n0. Optional extras
includes fitted Ball varios with cruise control, averager,
elc, two parachutes, new Pye Bantam. View at Camphill or
by arrangement. Phone or write Armstrong, 11 Lans-
downe Road, Buxton, Derbyshire (0298) 4421.

SWALLOW. Privately owned for 3yrs. VGC. Full C of A and
new trailer. £2000 bargain. Southampton 39481 (between
6-Tpm).

1973 PIRAT. Standard instruments with cruise control.
Trailer and two person rigging aids. Good condition, Gold
legs. Diamond, 4th 1980 Inter-Services. C of A from pur-
chase £4500. Jon Knowles, Farnborough 512952, Pete
Harmer, Fleel 28814,

DART 17R full panel, radio, oxygen, aluminium clad
trailer, C of A to April 81. £5500. Parachute, barograph,
Cambridge radio also available. Tel 0608 61976.

K-6CR 1/4 share on Sulton Bank site. Full instruments,
electric vario, radio, barograph, parachule, closed lrailer.
Tel Leeds (0532) 585853.

K-BE, basic instruments, trailer with cover, under covers,
excellent condition, £4250. Contact D. Voortman, Eper-
yiers Avenue 21 (BS), 1150, Woluwe, Belgium. Tel
7624935,

OXYGEN SETS — 500 litre botties and regulalors £85. No
VAT. 4hrs flying lime al 2 Ipm, Bob Fox 0482 861134,

HOMEBUILT KH-1 (the original — see Janes Gliders Page
137). Needs major renovation. First sensible offer. Tel
Bedlord 47548,

M.B. WILD WINCH. Reconditioned by Army 1965. V8 pet-
rol engine, i Shrs operating time. Recently com-
pletely overhauled and rebuilt. Gearbox modified for
winch launching, In immaculate condition with heavy
duty trolley and 50001t new stranded wire cable. For sale
£40000n0 or For Hire. For inspection near Boston, Lincs,
Phone 0205 722 345.

ASTIR CS (based Lasham), full panel, plus Bohli com-
pass, TMB, art horizon, audio wvario, chute. barograph,
oxygen, trailer. All parlect condition. 1/2 share £4400 or
consider two 1/4 shares. Office 01-788-1960, evenings
01-874-9899.

KITE 2-A. Good condition, aluminium trailer, VGC
member, Irvin airbrakes (superb approach control).
£20000n0 or would syndicate at Sutton Bank. Tel Wigan
491567 evenings.

TANDEM Bergfalke 2 55. Excellent condition. Basic
instrumants. With or without open trailer. A. Bostyn,
Elleboogstraat 21 A, B 8500 Korlrijk, Belgium.

C.R.S.M.

Now is the time for all buyers to come
to C.R.5.M.! Looking for anything
from Vintage 1o the latest Glass? Get
our comprehensive list of over 50
gliders for sale. No charge to BUYERS.
All we ask is that you let us know
when you have found the glider you
are looking for. Your glider could be
sold for £5.00 (registration fee to place
it on the C.R.S.M.). No commission
charges.
CONTACT: Marjorie
Central Register of the Sailplane Market
Tel 0653 2469

FOR RENT
VISITING SHOBDON?

Newly built cottage annexe. Self
contained and beautifully equipped
for 2. Shower, TV.

Details Rhoda Partridge
37 High Street, Presteigne, Powys
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FOR SALE

Witter. You can’t buya
better towing bracket

Send lor the price st and name of your nearest
Witler stockist. or find him in Yellow Pages
For information or advice: C.P. Witter Ltd.,
Chester. Tel, 0244 41166

BLANIK for sale; good condition with comprehensive
instruments, radios and parachutes. Price, including
melal trailer 6500 or bid. May be viewed al Enstone in
Oalordshire. Tel E. Giles. Worcester 28048 or P. Moss,
Swindon 782470

COBRA 15. Excellenl condition, low hours, never
pranged, complete outfit. Trailer, tull panel, parachute,
radio, barograph, extras. Easy to rig, superb to fly. 38:1.
Dffers. Tel Burton (0283) 702235,

KESTREL 19. Full competition instrument panel. Aircratt
and traller have always been kep! under cover, £9500, Tel
D845 77711,

OLYMPIA 2. Dart canopy. full panel, good condition
GRP-clad trailer. £2250. Parachute and barograph avail-
#bie £250 extra. Tel Trowbridge 63606.

18 melre Weihe and trailer, Excellent condition. Winner
ofbest renovation and best flight (274 km triangle) awards
with the Vintage Club. Tel 086 96 594

LIBELLE. 1/2 Share. £3700. Good traller, parachute,
barograph. Full panel, audio. Water ballast being fitted
Based Enstone. Tel Oxford 53343 (evenings)

FULLY EQUIPPED wooden Irailer. Suit Astir CS or similar.
£800 Tel Hemyock 451

MOSQUITO. Sacrifice at £10000. Competition instru-
ments. Radio. Trailer, always hangared. Dimock. Gosporl
{D7017) 80043.

PIRAT — low hours. C of A, complete with instruments
bul no trailer. Marriage forces sale al £2950 ono. Tel
01-680 7700 working hours.

CARBON MINI NIMBUS. Superb aircraft in immaculate
condition. 4th in Nationals. Offers around £12500. Orderly
queue pleasel Davis, Bath Tel 0226 B33459

STANDARD LIBELLE. One owner since new, low line
trailer, and littings, conspicuily and waler bailast. Excel-
lent condition. Tel 0789 292792

SKYLARK 3B, trailer, parachute, full panel, one manrig. C
ol Atill March 1980. £3200. Tel Forrest — Reading 867171
(work| Morlimer 332620 (Home)

OK BAROGRAPH. Calibration chart, €140 ono. Pye Van-
guard base sel, bool mounting, £110 ono. Tel Forrest,
Reading 867171 (work) Mortimer 332620 (home).

LOWLINE closed traller, wooden, requires a tidy-up and
& repaint. Available for a modest sum, must be sold. Tel
evenings Wallon-on-Thames 44146.

FOR SALE

Complete Damaged
SKYLARK 2B K-6CR
SKYLARK 3F OLYMPIA 463
SKYLARK 4 NORD 2000
K-7 and K-8 PIRAT

TRAILERS AVAILABLE FOR ABOVE
MACHINES. ALL PRICED TO SELL

BOB McLEAN
241 Bawiry Road, Bessacarr
Doncaster

Tel 0302 55861

October/November

PIK 20B. Low hours. Complete outfit including trailer. Full
years C ol A. Reasonable offers. Tel Thirk 22223

K-ECR. Basic instruments, parachute, new large canopy,
all in excellenl condition. £3450 with open lrailer, £3850
with closed metal trailer. Tel 04545 2966 evenings.

K-8B large Phoebus canopy, glass libre nose, basic
instruments, parachule, open trailer, all in VGC. £2950,
Tel 0272 636096 evenings.

KESTREL 19, For the best L/D per pound you won't beal
this for value — full instruments, parachute, radio, oxygen
kit, trailer, ﬁ;teiggs for ane man rig and lowing gear. A real
snip at ¢ . Tel Dave Roberison 021-454-6188
(olfice) ar Knowle 77484 {home), Frank Davies, Banbury
41585 (home) or Charles Shard 0608-737-309 (home).

OLY-2B. Closed 1railer, one year old. £2150. Tel Newcastle
874551 day, Durham 69491 evenings George Edmund-
son, Ebchester 561286 weekends.

MOSQUITO-T7. Top performance in 15m, strong struc-
ture, very good air brakes. Raimo Nurminen, Karakallion-
tie 1 8 53, 02620 Espoo 62 Finland.

CLUB INSIGNIA

on ties, cufflinks, T-shirts, badges,
trophies & awards.

Write or telephone for catalogue and
guotation.

wﬁwﬂfl \d

Marks of Distinction Lid
124 Euston Road, London NW1 2AN. Tel: 01-387 3772.

aave on Trailers

SERVICE NATIONWIDE - SEE YELLOW PAGES
FOR NEAREST INDESPENSION STOCKIST.
FOR FREE BROCHURE WRITE OR RING
MECHANICAL SERVICES, BELMONT RD.,
BOLTON, LANCS. TEL. BOLTON (0204) 58434

== Indespension

FLY FOR .98-HR

That's right..,The Rotec Rally 2b, a real
3 axis control recreational aircraft that

un;ﬁacks from the roof of your car and
is flying in less than 20 minutes, uses %
gallon of petrol per hour... that's about

98p... It will carry 2 240 1b., Pilot at
speeds up to 72 kph, Easy to fly - easy
to own. Send SAE for details.

United Aircraft Engineering Co., Ltd.
Clarke House, 23 Market Street
Gainsborough, Lincs,, DN21 2BE
Telephone: (0427) 610011 (6 lines)
TELEX: 56184 CLARKE G

M-100S. Excellent condition, C of A June. £2900 ono.
GRUNAU BABY 3. Built 1953, Very good condition, €600
ono. Full details and photos. Hemyock (Devon) 342,

KESTREL 20M. Instruments, trailer, £10 950. Also METAL
TRAILER with fittings for Kestrel 19, Open Cirrus etc
Otfers. Randle, Oxford BBOGOE.

SKYLARK 3F. Good condition. Full panel, barograph,
parachute, radio, trailer. View Cambridge. £3800. P Street,
Basildon 22822 (day) or Canvey Island 62004

IMMACULATE Olympia 2B outfit. Custom built, GRP
trailer with rigging aids. Parachute, excellenlt panel
including T/Slip, audio. Owned by 3-man syndicate;
hardly flown of late. New C of A, At £2400 ono this is a
bargain and has 10 be seen lo be believed! Bodmin
850647, Launceston 2110

K-8B, excellent condition, recent respray, Panel includes
T/S and A/H. Syndicate owned, C of A January 1981
£3500 or nearest. Richardson. Albrighton 2393, ext 473,

KESTREL 19. Large rudder, Instruments. Oxygen. Trailer.
£9000. Weslrels are bargains — any other 43:1 glider
would cost at least £5000 more. Ring Chris Simpson
(0533) 548070 (oMice), (06533) 674173 (home); or Pele
Osbome (0533) 786201 {office), (053-758) 582 (home); or
Barry Atkinson 01-379-7474 (oHice), 01-607-0391 (home).

VEGA with instruments. Cambridge vario, Mk 4 speed
director, Winter vario, TMB, etc. Easy rig Komet trailer,
£12 500. Laurie Beer, 65 High Street, Prestwood, Bucks.
Tel Gi Missenden 3384 (evenings) Amersham 4819 (day)

MINI NIMBUS. As new. Low hours, full competition
instruments, radio, parachute, oxygen, easy load light
weight trailer. £12 900 ono. Tel Upper Basildon (049162)
692

SHARES IN LIBELLE. Booker based, well equipped
radio, oxygen, A/H elc. Half share £3500, Third share
£2350. Tel Bourne End (062 B5) 21052.

KESTREL 19 with extended rudder, instruments, trailer
and one man rigging aids. £10 500. 182 Dunchurch Road.
Rugby, Warwicks. Tel Rugby 813680.

MINI NIMBUS complete with Merlin trailer, instruments
and extras. As new for £12 850. tems available separately.
Or exchange your Std Cirrus or Libelle with cash adjust-
ment. Richard Aldous, Marlow (06284) 6848.

OLYMPIA 483 completely resprayed wilh new covered
trailer, parachute, barograph and instruments. £4100 ono.
Dereck Tribe, 021-777-3222 Ext. 12 (office), 0789-764997
{home},

CANOPIES

A range ol sizes and shapes
from K.13 down to Oly 2

Direct maker
Bob Reece REMATIC

Lowesmoor Wharf, Worcester
Tel 0905 25812 or 353372

(LA SAFE
= TOWING

ALL D-B TOWING BRACKETS, STABILISERS,
ACCESSORIES, are backed by 50yrs’ experience of
trailers and towing equipment.

GLIDER PICKETS
Terragrip ground anchors complete with webbing
tor holding glider wing tips and tails level and sec-
ure. Kits also available for caravans.
B. DIXON-BATE LTD.
Dept SG3 Chester CH3 5NA. Tel 24034

WANTED

Your LIBELLE or Std. Cirrus lor my, as new, Mini Nimbus,
with cash adjustment. Richard Aldous, Marlow (06284)
6848 (Answerphone).

T-21 B or T-31 B in good condition with recent C of A.

Offers to W H Zillen, Fabiushof 20, 7721 EG Dallsen.
Netherlands.
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WANTED

TO fit up new gliding airport in S.E. of France, we look for
money. Box No. 5.G567.

BAROGRAPH, PARACHUTEs RADIO, AUDIO, OXYGEN
elc wanted. Gordon, Shepherd’'s Bank, Kettleshulme,
Whaley Bridge, Stockport. Tel Whaley Bridge 2074,

TRAILER. Open or closed. Any condition considered, can
repair. Suitable for Club BLANIK retrieves. Tel (06835)
253297.

WANTED. T-31 Cadet Mk 3, complete or damaged. Tel
Peterborough 0733 264585,

GOOD CONDITION second-hand BAROGRAPHS, PARA-
CHUTES etc. WANTED! Why nol update your equipment
with Flow Technology 2000 Ltd, 126 Welham Road, Mal-
ton YO17 9DU. Tel (0653) 2469.

WANTED. Capstan with C of A, instruments and trailer
Contact Ron Baker, 116 Fawcett Road, Southsea, Hamp-
shire.

LIBELLE, ASW-15 or SIMILAR with instruments and
trailer. Please phone 0202 886773 evenings.

SWALLOW, SKYLARK or similar. Any condition consi-
dered. Also trailer and Dart canopy. Can collect anywhere
UK. 15 Chapelfields, Swinford, Leicestershire.

SERVICES

GLIDER RESPRAYS. Cellulose or synthetic, will collect,
competitive prices, for glider pilots by glider pilots. Ring
Louth, Lincs (0507) 606995,

ACCOMMODATION

SCOTTISH
GLIDING UNION

Portmoak Telephone
Scotlandwell Scotlandwell
by Kinross 543
Scotland

THE WAVE SITE

Excellent Hill, Thermal and
Wave soaring in beautiful surroundings
Full accommodation available with
catering and bar
Flying 7 days per week all year round
Resident Instructor
Aerotow and Maotor Falke facilities
Summer Holiday Courses from
April to September
Visitors and visiting aircraft welcome

JOIN US AT
THE MYND
IN 1980

THE HILL SITE
FOR WAVE

Send for full
details now

Midland Gliding Club Ltd

Course Secretary

45 Snowshill Close
Churchill North, Redditch, Worcs.

Phone 0527 66859

GLIDING IN SCOTLAND!

Bed/Breakfast 12 miles north of
Junction 5 M 90, 5 mins from Scottish
Gliding Union Portmoak: Mrs G.
Wilson, Gairney View, Hatchbank,
Kinross (0577) 62553

HANG GLIDING
HANG GLIDING

Professional instruction for 2, 4 or 5 day
novice courses. Intermediale and advanced
instruction.
SKYSPORTS, Abergavenny, S. Weales
Booking Office:
Bagshot (0276) 73226 for brochure

WELSH HANG GLIDING CENTRE
Flying Club
Residential Courses
Accessories
Colour Brochure from Department S,
New Road, Crickhowell, South Wales. Tel
0873-810019

HANG GLIDING 1980

£1 will bring you a copy of
“Wings!" magazine, list of Regis-
tered Schools and general infor-
mation. While stocks last we will
send the June issue which con-
tains an account of the longest (68
miles) flight yet made in the UK.
This issue also features the first
award of a FAI "'Delta Silver'' to a
British Flyer.

Dept. A, British Hang Gliding
Association, 167A Cheddon Road,
Taunton, Somerset.

4 or 5.day gliding holidays

Ridge Site with winchand aerotow launches.
From £84.00-£155.00.

{All inclusive of professional instruction,
accommodation, meals and VAT.)

Visiting gliders welcome

Or write to The Secretary, Kent Gliding Club

Please ring Challock (023 374) 274 or 307
Challock. Nr. Ashford, Kent. J

The Best Club Fleet in the Country
The Best instruction in the Country

WHERE?

WYCOMBE GLIDING
SCHOOL, BOOKER

Advanced Courses for early solo pilots and
Bronze 'C’ Pilots. Task weeks for Cross
Country Pilots. Ab-initio Courses. Early
conversion to glass fibre.

If any nf this appeals to you then call and
see us, or write to The Secretary,
Wycombe Gliding School, Wycombe Air
Park, Booker, High Wycombe, Bucks. or
Phone High Wycombe 29263

Courses—April to October

SOAR YORKSHIRE

® SOAR RIDGE

Twelve miles in suitable conditions

® SOAR THERMALS

Club record is 524km. in 15 metre Standard Class glider

® SOAR WAVE

Club absolute record is 30,200 feet on 16.9.79.
Club record gain is 29,500 feet on 16.6.76

Visit us and stay in our fully licensed residential clubhouse. This is ideally
situated on the South West corner of the North Yorkshire National Park in
superb surroundings with views of up to 50 miles. Full catering available in
season. Self catering at other times.

We shall be delighted to see you

YORKSHIRE GLIDING CLUB

SUTTON BANK, THIRSK
Tel: 08456 (Sutton) 237

Visitors always welcome
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4 Soaring Books from Morris-Thomson Aviation Ltd.x

Come in and browse, or we will ship your order promptly by mail.

A Gaggle of One, by Gren Seibels
Anather delightful book by this talented
writer.

Accidents Happen, by Ann Weich. Es-
sential reading for all those concerned
with salety while soaring.

A Practical Gulde to Airline Per-
formance and Design, by Donald R.
Crawlord. Published to help the begin-
nin? designer through some of the
preliminary phases of aircraft design.

Beginning Gliding, by Derek Piggott. An
excellent new book covering basic train-
Ing techniques by the world-renowned
British instructor.

Clouds of the World, by Richard Scorer.
A compiete color encyclopedia of cloud
lormations throughout the world, with
magnificent color photographs

Colour Guide to Clouds, by Scorer &
Wexler. 4B beautiful color pictures of
cloud movements.

Correspondence Courses for Glider
Pilots, by Chuck McKinnie. Excellent
ground school questions and answers to-
wards private glider license,

Cross-Country Soaring. The English
edition of Dr. Helmut Reichmann's
acclaimed Streckensegelfiig. From the
basics of getting the best oul of a thermal
10 the latesl netto and dolphin techniques,
rom meteorology and weather forecast-
ing lo a complele explanafion of sailplane
nstrumentaton, and much more, it's all
here in one comprehensive reference.
Beautlully printed and profusely illus-
frated, with many diagrams in color.

Defta Papa, a Life of Flying, by Derek
mt. ascinaling autobiography by the

ous soaring instructor.

Federal Air Regulations for U.S.
Glider Pllots, prepared by Ted Bahnson.

Flying Know-How, by Robert N, Buck.
A 30, hour pilot shares what ha's
learned in a lifetime of flying. Hardcover

Flying Training in Gliders, by Ann &
Lorne Welch. For instructors and stu-
dents

Free as a Bird, by Philip Wills, Anthology
by one of the pioneers of British Gliding,
and former World Soaring Champion.

Gluaﬂuxel Repair Manual, by Ursula
Hanle. An easy-to-understand primer on
maintenance and lield . repairs of
fiberglass sailplanes. Paperback

Gliding: A Handbook on Soaring
Fllght.ga‘ Derek Piggott. A very popular
and widely accepted Brilish textbook.

Solo, by Derek Piggott. A hand-
book for beginner pilots.

Hang Glider Pilot, by Ann Weich and
Gerry Breen. An authoritative step-by-
Step manual by highly qualified and ex-
penenced instructors

$9.95

13.95

15.95

18.50

42.50

7.50

12,60

29.50

12.95

295

12.95

3.50

9.75

14.95

16.50

11.25

7.95

Jane's World Sailplanes and Motor
Gliders, by Andrew Coates. Detailed De-
scriplions of 174 sailplanes and motor
giiders, with photographs and three-view
drawings.

Jonathan Livingston Seagull, by
Richard Bach. Delightful fiction and
pholos about a feathered soaring en-
thusiast.

Mateorology for Glider Pilots, by C_E.
Wallington. A comprehensive trealise on
both basic and soanng applications by a
soaring met man.

New Soaring Pilot, by Ann & Lorne
Welch & F. G. Irving. Revised edition of a
comprehensive lext covering basic and
advanced soaring.

On Belng a Bird, by Philip Wills. 2nd edi-
tion by this former World Champion of
his immensely popular book.

On Quiet Wings, by Joseph C. Lincoln. A
soaring anthology by the well-known au-
thor of “Soaring for Diamonds.”

Once Upon a Thermal, by Richard Wol-
ters, Soaring stories by a former editor of
Sports lllustrated

Pilot's Weather, by Ann Welch. Contains
a wealth of valuable information for pilots
seeking a prachcal understanding of the
almosphere.

Proceedings of the 1969-1970 and
1971 Symposium on Competitive
Soaring, published by Soaring
Symposia. Tips from top U.S. compe-
tition pilots.

Proceedings: 1972.

Proceedings of the 1980 SSA National
Soaring Conventlon, Seattle, Wash-
Ington. A collection of 21 presenta-
tions made at the 1980 SSA National
Soaring Convention. The Authors run
the gamut of the soaring sport and
industry: meteorological experts, radio
and instrument designers, designing
and building sailplanes, materials
techn‘ology. aerodynamics, and much
maore!

Sallplane Pilot's Log Books or
Sailplane Log Books.

Segeliflugzeuge vom Woll zum Mini-
Nimbus, by Peler F. Selinger. Text in
German. Complete review of all aircraft
buiit by Schempp-Hirth- from 1935 until
today, with many photographs and
Ihree-view drawings.

Sierraslerra, by John Joss. An informa-
live and exciting soaring novel.

Soarers, by Dr. Ferdinando Gale. Well-
prepared three-view drawings and
specifications ol more than 50 high-
perlormance sailplanes, including the
new SB-11 15-meter World Champion,
;I'e;_:l in English, French, German, and
talian.

Soaring Cross Country, by Ed Byars &
Bill Holbrook. An mterrnetriate text for
soaring pilots ptanning to fly cross-country,
Soaring in America, by SSA. An excel-
lent introduction to soaring with beautiful
color photography

P.O. BOX 718

STATESBORO AIRPORT

$12.95

5.95

19.25

13.50

11.50

30.00

9.95

8.95
5.95

12.50

2.00

20.95

8.95

1495

995

1.75

MORRIS-THOMSON AVIATION LTD

S8TATESBORO, GEORGIA 30458

(912) 4B88-8161

Please add $1.50 tor insured postage, Canadians and
overseas $2.50, Georgia residents include 3% sales
tax. Prices are subjecttochangewithoutnotice. Please
remit U.S. dollars. Ask aboul our quantity discounts,

Soaring Meteorology for Forecasters,
by SSA. Originally produced for the Na-
tional Oceanic and Almaospheric Adminis-
Iraton.

Soaring on the Wind, by Joseph C. Lin-
coln, A pholographic essay on silent flight

SSA Soaring Flight Manual. The Official
SSA Ground School Program, designed
lo enhance your Iraining curriculum

Start in den Wind, by Peter Riedel. Text
in German. The slory of the early years on
the Rhén, where it all began. Fascinating

raphs ol the pioneers and ther
primitive flying machines.

Sub-&avlly Sensations and Gliding
Accidents, by Derek Piggott. A study of
the eflects of reduced g on student pilots.
leading to dangerous reactions

The Art & Technique of Soaring, by
Richard A. Wolters. Step by step instruc-
tions, drawings and photographs for the
student and pilot preparing for cross-
country flying. Beautilully illustrated

The Complete Soaring Pilot's Hand-
book, by Ann and Lorne Welch and Frank
Irving. A comprehensive tex! on all as-
pects of soaring.

The Gliding Book, by Sargent & Watson
From basics through achievements

The Joy of Soaring, by Carle Conway
Ehsghl training manual sponsored by the
A,

The Story of Gliding, by Ann & Lorne
Welch & Irving. A comprehensive history
of soaring from da Vinci's theories lo lo-
day's wave fights

The World of Silent Flight, by Richard
Wollers. A lascinaling look at all lorms of
motorless lhahl, with sections on Balloon-
ing, Hang Gliding, Kiting, Parachuting,
and Soaring. Spectacular graphics, with
many beautiful photographs

Theory of Flight for Glider Pilots, by R
C. Stafford Allen. A simple account of the
theory of flight.

Theory of Modern Cross Country Glid-
ing, by Fred Weinholtz. Covers thermal-
ing, cross-couniry flying and equipment

Understanding Gliding, by Derek Pig-
gott, lollows Beginning Gliding, by the
same aulhor. Easily understood explana-
tions ol the hows and whys on soaring
flight. 148 illustrations.

Variometer Systems, by A. Gene
Moore. This excellent presentation
covers the whys and hows of the
modern variometer systems including
total energy. This booklet, when com-
bined with the "'Proceedings’ publica-
tions, is a must for the soaring library.

Weather Flying, by Robert N. Buck
Forecasts and observations of weather

Winning on the Wind, by George Moflat
Fly with George in twenty-five of the
world's greatest ships from the “hifties 1o
the "seventies Paperback

With Wings as Eagles, The Story of
Soaring, by Dan Halacy

$250

15.00

29.95

2595

295

1485

9.95

7.50

965

21.25

1595

5.758

550

2000

395

1095

3.00

10.00




SCHEMPP-HIRTH 80

NIMBUS 2 , MINI-NIMBUS

1st German Nationals 4 1st Swiss Nationals
1st British Nationals '  1st Dutch Nationals
1st Austrian Nationals
1st Belgian Nationals
1st New Zealand Nationals
1st Australian Nationals
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G , 1st British Nationals
= Nationals p 4 1st Belgian Nationals

1st South African
Nationals

Just a few of the winners around
the world this year

Plus: New UK Height Record
Dave Benton, 11,031 m, Nimbus 2

Arctic Lite Distance Awafd

_ Chris Garton, Nimbus 2
Sole UK Agents:

SOUTHERN SAILPLANES Tel. Lambourn (0488) 71774
MEMBURY AIRFIELD, LAMBOURN, BERKS



