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YOUR LETTERS

CAN ANYONE HELP?

Dear Editor,

Can anyone offer help with a frustrating
psychological problem | am currently suffering
from with gliding? Whenever | even contem-
plate flying solo | become almost completely
incapacitated with nerves — breathless, nau-
seous and quite panicky — much worse than the
usual apprehension which most early solo
pilots feel.

1 started gliding in July 1990 and did my first
solo after three months of weekend flying. |
have only managed two more solos since, in
spite of about 140 launches and 62hrs spent
happily roaming the skies P2 — inciuding
numerous successful check flights with such
excellent instructors as Chris Rollings, Bernie
Morris and other Booker luminaries, all of whom
have assured me that my flying is absolutely
fine. Because of a back injury and consequent
operation | did very little gliding between
December 1990 and April 1992, but quickly got
back into it, flying regularly over the past two or
three months.

| became engaged to my pre-solo instructor
last year, so my initial group of friends were
mainly Booker instructors and cross-country
pilots of quite a high standard. Recently,
though, I've made a number of friends on my
own level — but now I'm getting left behind as
they achieve their Bronzes and even flights
towards Silver. | feel quite a lot of pressure to
catch up with them, which doesn't help. People
tell me that it doesn’t matter if | never fly solo
again, but | wouid be disappointed to have
missed out on what is obviously an extremely
rewarding part of gliding.

| love flying, and feel very much at home in
gliders when there is a safety pilot aboard, but
have to rely on finding someone who is willing
to give up a good day in their own glider to fly
with me. My fiance is very supportive, but
having never had this problem himself is at a
loss to know what to suggest.

I'd love to hear from any pilots who have
successfully conquered a similar psychological

obstacle — or indeed to find out what any
luminaries from the BGA might have to say on
the subject.

JANE LAWRENCE, Chalfont St Peter, Bucks

LEARNING TO GLIDE IN A WEEK

Dear Editor,

| would like to add another dimension to the
debate on learning to glide in a week (see the
April issue, p88), albeit from a relatively inexpe-
rienced perspective.

Most of us have learnt to fly over a period of
months not weeks, taking our turn on a list and
probably getting three launches a day at most.
We learnt to stand around all day on an inhos-
pitable airfield, not flying because the cables
had metamorphosed into a bird’s nest, the
tractor wouldn't start or a miniscute oil leak had
grounded the tug.

My questions are: Who is being attracted to
Mike Cuming’s “do it the easy way” course at
The Gliding Centre at Hinton-in-the-Hedges? Is
the picture they are taking away of the gliding
movement realistic? Are the Centre's graduate
pilots going home 1o join a club and continue
their training?

| would recommend Mike's advanced cross-
country training course to anyone feeling stuck
as | was. The site is ideally suited to
Bronze/Silver leg attempts and field landing
practice, the instructors combine enthusiasm
and patience to push or pull you as far as you
want to go and the natives are friendly.

Perhaps the real and exploitable gap in the
market is a centre for exceilence for the com-
mitted solo glider pilot whose home club affords
limited possibilities.

TRICIA PEARSON, Surrey Hills GC

Mike Cuming replies: The customers who are
attracted to our courses vary very widely but
they do include a lot of stuck-in-the-rut club
members. | shall send in a comprehensive
report at the end of the season but the evidence
so far is that the courses are working well.

A SATISFIED CUSTOMER

Dear Editor,

As one who, sadly, is far from being a
teenager readily absorbing information and,
even more sadly, is far from taking to gliding
like a “duck to water”, | would like to give a
customer reaction to Ken Stewart's letter in the
August issue, p185.

My learning has been painfully slow and
seriously interrupted by the need to remain in
gainful employment. Having reached (just
about) solo | had had an enforced lay-off for six
months, or so, when Mike Cuming’s article
appeared. |t seemed that he was offering the
kind of intensive training that | feit { needed in
order to get back to solo and | enrolied for one
of his early courses.

As far as | was concerned, the course lived
up to the claims made for it. The system,
operated with the single cable winch where the
cable is brought to the glider, rather than vice
versa, meant that with a precise landing a
1500ft launch could be achieved while with
poor positional control launch height might be
down to 80Oft. In either event, however, waiting
time was minimal.

The single area of gliding in which | claim to
be an authority is that of instruction/instructors.
My comments here are certainly not intended to
be denigratory of the (very numerous) others
with whom | have previously flown, but the
standard of instruction, and of interest in the
student’s progress, was as high as | have
experienced anywhere else and could certainly
not fairly be described as cramming. On each
of the four days flying was possible, the prob-
lem | encountered was of student fatigue not
instructor fatigue.

Retrospectively viewed, | got more than |
expected from my week at Hinton and | would
suspect that there is no quicker route to learn-
ing the basics of gliding in the UK. The com-
plete beginner will not, however, learn very
much about ground handling nor will he
develop the necessary philosophic approach

to cope with a 15min wait for a tractor retrieve =

SOUTHDOWN AERO SERVICES LTD.

SPECIALIST GLIDER REPAIRERS SINCE 1954

Repairs and major overhauls undertaken on all
glider types and most PFA aircraft

Main agents for ‘Aerolene’ light heat

shrink fabric

LASHAM AIRFIELD, ALTON, HANTS GU34 5SR
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