

















YOUR LETTERS

WELL DONE THE BGA
Dear Editor,

Congratulations to the BGA for their 75% re-
duction in fees for students and pilots under 21
years. (See the last issue, p38.)

All too often young people getinvolved in glid-
ing through holiday courses, disguised as
Christmas/birthday presents, and spend months
afterwards pouring over S&G desperate to
progress (I know the feeling well). But all too
quickly the money tree develops Dutch elm dis-
ease and dreams of first solos and Bronze legs
disappear aimost as quickly as the money.

Now thanks to this reduction more young peo-
ple like myself (a skint medical student) will be
able to afford to get involved again. Cheers.
KATIE FROST, Cardiff University

MOTOR GLIDER PRACTICE
Dear Editor,

In the last issue 30 field landing accidents
were listed in the BGA Accident Summary, p39-
45, with a back of envelope estimate of about
£200 000.

As a motor glider instructor who does quite a
lot of field landing instruction, | am not surprised
that pilots break gliders attempting to land in
fields. Many of them don't know the wind
direction, pick a lousy field and/or make no
attempt to fly any sort of circuit.

If you intend to fly cross-country this season
may | suggest you get yourself into a motor
glider and give yourself a chance to get it wrong
without losing your much cherished glider for
the rest of the season.

RICHARD A. HALL, Chipping Norton, Oxon

GLIDER PLAN ARCHIVE
Dear Editor,

Through the columns of my favourite maga-
zine may | please respond to a small but steady
and continuing stream of inquiries in respect of
the Glider Plan Archive | assembled over the
past 20 or so years. Earlier this year | passed
on the entire archive into ownership of the
Vintage Glider Club to whom further inquiries
should please be directed care of Chris Wills or
Colin Street.

Worth mention is that the Slingsby segment
came via George Burton as then MD at
Kirkbymoorside, and was meticulously sorted
and catalogued soon thereafter by Andrew
Coates and, since the subseguent type was still
in RAF/ATC service, did not include types
beyond the T-30 Prefect. Thus | cannot suggest
an answer to numerous inquiries for material on
the T-31 and upward (eg Dart, etc) beyond
* inquiry to Vickers-Slingsby.

Within the Slingsby segment were also such
types as the Buxton Hjordis, Baynes Bat,
Peterborough Guardian (no, not a daily news-
paper!), and a hitherto unheard of Slingsby
Barcarole — my impression was of a something
like a Rhénbuzzard wing above a rather Kite |
like fuselage. Also included were numerous
tubular metal storage cans and wooden racks
from Sling's pre-war design office.

The Elliot of Newbury segment came via
Norman Ellison on closure of his Olympia
Drawing Services and was not catalogued, thus
| could never satisty l/II/I1B, 403/405, 415/419,
463 or 465 inquiries. However, all Norman's
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originals for British Gliders and Sailplanes
were therein, with much other interesting
material.

The Kronfeld segment (loaned by Robert's
son William) was neither catalogued nor
because of its very poor condition did | dare
unroll it: that will only occur once and just may
yet yield treasure such as the Austria and Wolf,
the Lowe-Wylde designs and the BACs | To 8 -
but not the BAC Drone known to be elsewhere.

Frank Irving directed much detail from
Operation Sigma in my direction though not the
plans which went with the aircraft to Canada
(should anyone wish to replicate!), and material
from the Short Nimbus was also within the
archive.

Other famous German types were present
from various sources including Slingsby origi-
nating material: Kranich 2, Weihe, Grunau
Baby and SG-38.

It was a privilege to have collected and cared
for all this material and ! wish the VGC every
possible success in establishing what may with
time become the world's most comprehensive
Glider Pian Archive: but there will need to be
many-a-long-night-of-busy-fingers — for it filied
the full length of a 15m trailer to a depth of
about 2ft when it left!

I regret | was not able to do more than store
carefully ail this priceless and unique material,
but with the passing of too many years it was
time to take stock, call pass — and become just
another Diamond hunting TINSFOS!
MICHAEL RUSSELL, Henham, Herts

BORLANGE REFLECTIONS
Dear Editor,

| think Justin Wills must be applauded for his
excellent contribution (December issue, p326).
We should all take a long hard look at competi-
tions in general. In my experience most people
were not too intent on winning but regarded it
as a bit of a festival, and if they discovered they
were not hopelessly outclassed by the opposi-
tion that was an added bonus. They also hoped
to improve their own flying by finding out what
the more successful did. Sadly these days on
that last point we are often none the wiser.

Journalists write stories about "winning is
everything" and "nice guys finish last.” This is
nonsense of course, Philip Wills and Ingo
Renner being good examples.

As to Borldnge the costs were absurd - £25
for an aerotow and £7000 to £12 000 overall
have been mentioned. Pilots must wonder
whether the honour was worth the cost.There is
little doubt that a small number of wealthy pilots
will cause gliders to be built which rival the
more exotic maxis in the yachting field. Already
military hardware can make thermals visible in
some conditions and combined with autopilots
may give pilotless gliders which out perform the
human variety, so the pilot will be there just for
the ride.

The result will be that new restricted Classes
will peel off leading to some absurdities like the
Racing Class which is only 1% better than the
Standard Class, while pilots usually differ by
3%, so that if the two Classes were combined it
would make little difference to the order.

Happily there is some remnant of sanity.
Many have discovered that cheap variometers

perform as well as expensive ones and that an
old Open Class 18m glider flies as well overall
as the most modern 15m ship costing three
times as much. Whatever bed we make we
have to lie on it - talk and thought cost very
little. Don't let ourselves be stampeded into a
professionalism that in the end we won't enjoy.
Locking back | remember what a thrill it was
to press on as far as one could beyond
Whipsnade on the Dunstable ridge and get
back. Later it was the same at Vinon, the Andes
and Fuentemilanos. One day | hope to soar the
ridge from Gilgit to K2. | think flying to some
inaccessible point and returning with photo-
graphic proof is as much an achievement as
flying a triangle faster than the opposition.
BRENNIG JAMES, Marlow Common, Bucks

Dear Editor,

Clearly it has been proven that contests with
115 entrants and three Classes running simul-
taneously are possible, but are they desirable?
Like the 15 Metre Class, little forethought was
involved in arriving at this situation so we can't
be surprised to find it a dangerous and expen-
sive one.

As Justin Wills points out, to make the World
Championships smalier the two logical alterna-
tives are: to limit the number of entries to one
per country, per Class, or have separate events
for each Class. One of these seems necessary
as even at Uvalde, which has an extremely
large contest area, the different Classes
managed to meet up on occasions. A signifi-
cant consequence of limiting the number of
entrants that Justin failed to note is that assum-
ing the Classes are flying in different parts of
the sky we wouldn't have to worry too much
about team mates passing along GPS or any
other kind of information.

Another potential major change is offered by
the advent of GPS based scoring and course
setting. The Star Wars thermal detection
equipment linked to GPS, and an extremely
powerful, smart computer to manage all the
data, may come but GPS scoring equipment is
here now. How do we get the most out of the
greater possibilities it offers? For at least a
decade in the US we have had the altitude
limited startlines Justin mentions as desirable.
Maybe World Championships' organisers will
use GPS as an opportunity to eliminate this
major luck factor once and for all, but this would
be only one of a number of positive changes
that are possible with this new equipment.

Justin, like almost everyone writing philo-
sophically about glider racing, mentions the
"What skills are we trying to measure?” ques-
tion. How about looking to sailing for analogy -
Whitbread Round-the-World, America's cup,
the Olympic one design Classes and, my
favourite, International 14s, my point being
there are many different skills we could mea-
sure in many different ways.

The proliferation of Classes and GPS should
be used to rapidly increase the pace of evolu-
tion in the sport of glider racing. Let's have
some Darwinian specialisation and the in-
creased competition it will generate. One
aspect of sailing | hope we will use GPS to
adopt is the group start. Running glider races

as mass individual time trials when in actuality wm
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CARR WITHALL

CAO Airspace Classification. n
November 1991 the UK adopted the new sys-
tem of international airspace classification de-
veloped by the international Civil Airspace
Organisation. The status of a piece of airspace
is denoted by a letter which will be shown an all
aeronautical charts, and it is this letter rather
than the title of the airspace that will determine
the rules applying to it.

Far instance in the UK airways will all be Class
A, but in other countries they may be Class E. In
order to fly within Controlled Airspace. gliders
will otten require legal exemptions, and the avail-
ability and nature of these will vary from country
to country.

Ciass A Controlled Airspace

Cotswold CTA Daventry CTA

London CTR London TMA

Manchester TMA Worthing CTA

All Airways (except whare they pass through a

TMA, CTA or CTR of lower status).

The airspace is effectively closed ta gliders,
since it is subject ta permanent Instrument Flight
Rules, whalever the weathsr, and there are re-
guirements relating to filing of flight plans, stan-
dard of equipment, pilot gualifications and
adherence to ATC clearances. Gliders cannot
comply with these. However, specilied airways
may be crossed by gliders under the provisions
of Rule 21({2) which stipulates:

1. The crossing must be carried out in the most
expeditious manner and, as far as is practi-
cable, at right angles to the airway centre-
line.

2. The crossing must be carried out in VMC, by
day.

The UK Air Pilot cantains 2 map showing the

crossable airways and maximum permitted

crossing levels. In summary, these are:

Crossable below FL245: A25 B2 B3 {NW of

Manchester}, B226, R1, R14, R39.

Crossable below FLS5: A1, A2,

Crossabie below FL55: B3 {NW of Luton), R8

{west of Midhurst)

Airway G1 is crossable below FL165 to the west

ot AZ5. To the east of A25, itis crossable below

FL165 and FL105 as denoted by the base ot the

Cotswold CTA,

Exceptionally, gliders may fly in other Class A

airspacs by virtue of a Letter of Agreement or

other pre-arranged permission.

Cfiass B Controlled Airspace. The en-
tire airspace aver the UK above FL245, compris-
ing the Upper Airspace CTA and the Hebrides
Upper Control Area (UTA), is Class B Airspace.
Gliders are permitted to fly in this airspace with-
out restriction. Since the upper airspace con-
lains Upper Air Routes and Military training
Areas, glider pilots intending to fly at high akti-
tude would be well advised to acguaint them-
selves with these areas, since jet aircraft speeds
are much greater than at lower altitudes, and
thair pilots may not be aware of the presence of
gliders.

Ciass C Controlied Airspace. No UK
airspace currently falls in this category, though it
is possible some may be so redesignated in
future.
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GLIDING AND
UK AIRSPACE

Carr Withall, chairman of the BGA Airspace Committee, gives

the latest airspace position

Class D Controlled Airspace. Formerly

Special Rules Airspace, there are offectively two

types of Class D airspace for glider pilots —those

areas in which they need ATC clearance to fly

and thase in which they may fly without ATC

clearance subject to maintaining VMC. Class D

airspace is subject lo Rule 27 which slipulates

that any pilot wishing to enter it must:

1. Contact the ATC unit and pass details of the
flight.

2. Obtain entry clearance.

3. Remain an the ATC frequency whilst in that
airspace.

4. Comply with ATC instructions.

The above rules apply ta gliders in the following

Areas:

Belfast CTR London Gatwick

Belfast City CTR/CTA CTR/CTA

Birmingham CTR/CTA London Stansled

Bristol CTR/CTA CTR/CTA

Brize Norton CTR London City CTR
Cardiff CTR/CTA Luton CTR/CTA
Edinburgh CTR Manchester
Glasgow CTR CTR/CTA

Liverpool CTR

Gliders are exempied from the provisions of
Rute 27 and may fly in the following airspace
without ATC clearance in VMC:

Aberdeen CTR/CTA MNewcastle CTR/CTA
Bournemouth CTR Southampton CTR/CTA

East Midlands Southend CTR
CTR/CTA Teesside CTR/CTA
Leeds/Bradford Scottish TMA above
CTR/CTA a000ft

Lyneham CTR/CTA

Guidelines for the use of this airspace by glid-
ers in VMC have been drawn up by the BGA and
approved by NATS. These are set aut at the end
of this article.

Class E Controlled Airspace. The Belfast
TMA s notified as Class E, and permits alt aircraft (in-
duding gliders} to ffy in this areq without ATC clearance
subject lo maintaining YMC.

Visual Meteorological Conditions
{VMC). To comply with VMC in arder to cross
Class A airways in accordance with Rule 21(2},
or to use the exemption described ahove ta fly
in certain Class D airspace, a glider shall remain
at least 10001t vertically, and at least 1500m hor-
izontally from cloud in a flight visibility of at least
8km. In Class E airspace, the visibility require-
ment becomes Skm when below FL1040.

Local Agreements. A number of local
agreements exist which modify the effacts of
some af the airspace listed above. Letters of

Agreement {LoAs) between a gliding club and a
nearby airport can make airspace either more or
less restrictive than described above, depend-
ing on circumstances. These arrangements are
too numerous to list in full, but the principal ones
are:

Luton—Alarge segmentof airspace in the north-
west af the Luton CTR is delegated ta Landan
GC, up to 35001t in summer and on request in
winter. to permit gliding operations at Dunstable.
London GC sheuld be contacted for full details.
{See S&G. June 1887, pi141.)

Brize Norton — The LoA cancerning glider tran-
sits of Brize Norton CTR has been discontinued,
HQ Strike Command have assured us that re-
guests from glider pilots for transits of the zone
will continue to he accommodated, subject to
operalional requirements. Al weekends the
chances of a glider pilot obtaining transit clear-
ance are good, though it may not aiways be pos-
sible midweek.

Airway Bravo 2 — At weekends, a section of thig
airway between Glasgow and Abardeen may be
de-regulated on request from the Scottish
Gliding Union to permit wave saaring from
Portmoak to proceed unrestricted within the con-
fines of the airway.

Class F. Airspace. An Advisory Routs
{ADRY} is a route used by airline type traffic, but
without the full protection of an airway. Although
depicted only as a centreline an UK aeronauti-
cal charts. it is nominally 10nm wide. Gliders
may cross Class F airspace withaut restriction,
but caution should be exercised,

Class G Airspace. Thisis the term given
ta the *apen” FIR (Flight infarmation Regicn},
which is the uncontralied airspace naot subject to
any of the afore-going classifications. Within
Class G airgpace there are various non-ICAD
types of airspace, which are described below.

Aerodrome Traftic Zone (ATZ). A
glider pilo! wishing to enter an ATZ must first call
the airfield on the notified radio frequency. An
ATZ is only active during the notified hours of
operation of the airfield, Many military airfields
are notified as permanently active though in re-
ality this is not the case. Nanetheless the ATZs
must be regarded as active at all times.

Al an airfield with an Air Traffic Control {ATC)
unit, that unit is able to give or refuse permission
for any aircraftto enter the ATZ and to give clear-
ances to take-off or land,

At an airfiald with an Aerodrome Flight
Information Service (AFIS) or Air/Ground (A/G)
service, that unit is able anly to pass information

SAILPLANE & GLIDING





















































































































CLUB NEWS

Obituary - Bob Hopwood

Our oldest member, Bob Hopwood, died re-
cently aged 83 years whilst on holiday in the
Channel Islands. "Hoppy", as he was affection-
ately known, was a man of many and varied in-
terests, who lived his life to the full.

Besides being an enthusiastic glider pilot, he
had a parallel interest in sailing and was
Commodore of his sailing club for many years.
He was a keen observer of wild life, an amateur
meteorologist and an expert on edible fungi.

He derived great pleasure from aerobatics
and even recently, although no longer able to fly
solo, would persuade instructors to "try a loop”.
His last flight with us was only three weeks be-
fore his death and shortly before that he had ex-
perienced his first microlight flight.

We extend our sympathy to his son Bob,
daughter Hazel and family.

Ron Davis.

OXFORD (Weston on the Green)

Annette Shaw, Rosalie Taylor and Terry Young
have soloed and Peter Brooks has re-soloed
after a long lay-off. Chris Lee has his Bronze
badge.

F.B.

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL (Lee on Solent)

We had a busy start to 1994 despite a water-
logged airfield. Our new Discus CS had its first
soaring flight off the winch into wave.

Our second seven tonne winch, built by Ken
Stephenson and helpers, has vastly improved
our launching capacity. Our thanks to Ken and
his team.

Our successful Tuesday evening lectures
have started again. Paul Limburn has a Bronze
badge and Steve Micklewright a Silver badge.
J.P.

RATTLESDEN (Rattlesden Airfield)

Our AGM was well attended and we have
started a two-seater fund, run by Sarah Lee.
Older members were saddened that one of our
founder members, Theo Spurge, has died.

The lectures run by our new CFi Martin Raper
have been well attended. From May we will fly
on Thursday and three evenings a week.
Members are enjoying the use of our tug.

M.E.

SCOTTISH GLIDING UNION (Portmoak)
Winter flying has been good with many visitors
gaining 5hrs through to Diamond heights. Gail
Hynds, Neil Watt and Tom Duncan have
soloed; Gavin Goudie has a Bronze badge at
17; Anne Grant and Mike Edwards have Silver
badges; Eoin Macdonald a Gold height and
Gary Binnie a Diamond height.

The SSC ASH-25 has had notable flights in-
cluding a 450km wave flight to 16 000ft in
October by Colin Hamilton and Kevin Hook.
G.S.G.

SHALBOURNE (Rivar Hill)

Qur Christmas meal in January was a great suc-
cess with a raffle of unwanted Christmas pre-
sents swelling our social fund. Our chairman,
Steve Ottner thanked the organiser, Verity
Murricane; Hugh Harwood for his task week help
and presented Joan Mortimer with a gift for her
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catering contribution.

The weather has been horrendous with few
flying days. Thieves finally managed to break
into our lorry container.

We send best wishes for a speedy recovery
to Carol Pike, our hard working full Cat who was
taken ill just before Christmas.

J.R.

SHENINGTON (Edgehill Airfield)

The club has tripled in size since last February.
We have a new clubhouse and work continues
on extra showers, toilets and a bar. The club
fleet includes a K-13 and we continue to share
the Gliding Centre gliders at the weekend. The
grass strip on the airfield has been widened
and with more fences removed we have greater
flexibility.

The airfield is to be renamed Shenington
Airfield in the near future so watch out for us on
the new maps.

We had a very successful annual dinner-
dance in January - our thanks to Colin Edmonds
and Jill Hampson. The most notable award went
to John "JR" Harley for outstanding achieve-
ment. John went solo in August at the age of 79
{becoming a local media star in the process!)
and is well on his way to the Bronze.

John Whiting had the dubious honour of win-
ning both highest achiever award (pre-solo to
Silver in five months) and another shared with
syndicate partner for his many gliding adven-
tures!

We are hoping to take part in the Inter-Club
League.

TGW.

SOUTHDOWN (Parham)
We had our most successful Christmas party
ever followed by strong hill soaring conditions in
the new year. Paul Fitche (LS-4) flew 512km
and Craig Lowrie (DG-300) 260km. Jim Allin
and Mike Clark completed their Bronze badges
and James Allen went solo.

Our K-8 has had major repairs and there are
two turbo Discus on site.
P.J.H.

STAFFORDSHIRE (Seighford)

Steve Fraser went solo on his 16th birthday -
his father Bob is the European distributor of the
American Spirit glider kits.

David Gill continues his rapid progress by
completing his Silver badge with 5.75hrs in wave
at the Long Mynd when he also gained more
than 12 000ft. On the same day Chris Harris,
Andy Oultram and Tom Jurdison also achieved
Gold heights.

As well as our own inimitable CFi Charlie
Wiggins, we have three other CFis instructing
regularly at Seighford. Our thanks to Peter Gill
(Shropshire), Chris Harris (Midland) and Dick
Lyon (T-21 North Wales). It's almost impossible
to fly without being observed by at least one CFI.
Andy Oultram is the DCFI responsible for post
solo training and Peter Lowe the DCFI concen-
trating on ab-inito training.

The longest flight of our October expedition to
Borders GC was lan Martin's 1hr 50min during a
dead calm week. But we plan to visit again - the
hospitality made up for any disappointment.
|.G.P.M.

STRATFORD ON AVON (Snitterfield Airfield)
Our two powerful diesel winches are very effi-
cient with four cable capability. We have also
overcome the problem of field damage by using
the Rover SDI car as a retrieve winch during
the prolonged torrential rain.

Our annual dinner-dance was again most suc-
cessful and we are repeating the open day which
created a boost to membership. Bob Berry,
Geoff Butler and Roy Wood have Silver badges.

Brian Howett's book Wings over Snitterfield
has sold very well with correspondents from
Australia, USA and Canada giving their experi-
ences whilst training at our airfield - please note
itis £4.50 including p&p, not £4.00 as previously
reported - (Not the editor's error | hasten to add!)
H.GW.

SURREY HILLS (Kenley Airfield)

The airfield has been waterlogged so we have
been using the tarmac. We have had our first
thermals of 1994 and added another K-7 to our
fleet which is being re-covered by CFI P. Poole
and helpers. One of our K-8s has also been re-
covered and Cs of A carried out.

Membership is well up and we have more
courses. We hope to have a re-engined winch
to give launches in all wind conditions.

S.D.

THE GLIDING CENTRE (Shenington Airfield)
Another phenomenon is coming to light: nit-
picking by idlers who are jealous of our results!
To help unfortunates our new T-shirts will bear
a target on the back and the phrase "Pioneer-
stop me if you can.”

The fleet momentarily peaked at over 20 air-
craft at the end of 1993, and the airfield became
the BGA's fourth busiest site {official BGA fig-
ures!). We also did nearly 1000hrs of motor glid-
ing which doesn't seem o count. We're replacing
all the old gliders and winches with newer types
and are virtually giving K-7s away. Any offers?

Over a quarter of last year's course pupils
joined the local club and 90% of this year's book-
ings are repeat customers.

Expeditions from other clubs are very welcome
- come and see for yourselves how we do it.
M.F.C.

THE SOARING CENTRE (Husbands Bosworth)
At a well attended annual dinner our CFI Peter
Burgoyne spoke of an excellent year's flying
despite the weather. Trophies were awarded to
Tony Pozerskis, Keith Nurcombe, Steve Crabb,
the SB-5 syndicate, Graham Thomas, Paul
Thompson, Andy Fry, Chris Parker, Tony Head,
Jeanette Burgoyne, John Cadman, lain
Freestone, Malc Guard, Doug Sadler, Derek
Abbey, Frank Davis, Alan Foxon and Richard
Devey. Andy Smith was awarded the "grotty
potty” for a landout in his new ASW-20r.

We have replaced our oldest Junior with a
new one and sold the SF-27. The clubhouse ex-
tension is in full use. We have a Regionals from
June 25-July 3 and a task week.

When Norman James and Peter Davies
landed our Puchacz in a remote "field" on the
wrong side of the hills during a trip to
Feshiebridge, they had to hire a helicopter to air-
lift it back in pieces.

T.W.
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