

















YOUR LETTERS

NEAT TOUCH ON LANDING OUT
Dear Editar,

As the South Wales GC's most frequent out
lander {16 times last year) | have never heen
treated badly. The secretis to be mentally and
physically prepared for the first few seconds at
the farmhouse door. My usual opening is: "Er,
excuse me but I'm afraid I'm a bit of a tres-
passer. I've landed my glider in your field.”

You have to adopt a fairly contrite attitude
and | always offer to help out around the place
whilst I'm waiting. I'm pretty handy - I've built
walls, shifted bales, repaired tractors. welded
machinery and repaired electrical wiring. It also
helps the time pass and in refurn I've been
feted like a king - instant parlies in my honour
and tours of the locality and relatives.

| have never parted on bad terms but | have
a final eolution - chocolates. On competitions
and tasks | always take with me a bax of Milk
Tray . wrapped in gold fcil and decorated wilh a
card with a glider silhoustte, This is a guaran-
teed miracle worker with the farmers' wives.
HAROLD ARMITAGE, Pontypool. Gwent

PLANNING GONE MAD
Dear Editor,

My sympathy to Jlahn Mitchsll of Bowland
Ferest GC (see the last issue. p125). Planning
inspectors reguiarly make totally inexplicable
decisicns, as we in the Derbyshire Soaring
Club can attesl, to our cost.

Yup. we're those "hang glider chappies”, as
Plat called us in that issue (p134). For 12 years
we've been minding our own business, soaring
around at Bradwell, just a gnat's whisker down
the ridge from Camphill, where we've had a
long standing and generally harmonious
relationship with the Derby & Lancs GC.,

Hecently the Peak Park Planning Board
decided that we needed planning permissian to
fly, even though we use no winches (foot
launch only), erect no buildings, make no
mechanical noise and assemble erratically at
one of six or so different sites, depending on
the wind direction.

In vain we queried why we should be singled
out as requiring planning permission, even
though we are far fewer in number than the
herdes of mountain bikers, walkers, rock
climbers eic.

We appealed to the DoE and at an inquiry
the inspeclor decided that we did need planning
permission to fly because we were organised
into a club. We paid site fees to the tarmers, put
up site regulation notices and institutad volun-
tary traffic control measures on access roads to
minimise nuisance to the locals.

I, apparently, we had done none of these
things, and each just turned up on the hills as a
member of the public with a hang glider en his
back and anarchy in his heart, we wouid not
have been an organised activity and therefare
would not have needed planning permission!

Having decided that we, as a club, needed
planning permission to fly, he then decided that
o, he wouldn't grant it as there were too many
of us! The appeal has cost us over £15 000 to
fight which has just about wiped out the club
financially. The result is that our ¢lub has
refinquished control of the site at Bradwell and
advises its members not to fly there. indeed, it
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would he logical if we now disbanded the club
completely to protect our other sites from
similar action by the planning autharity!

Guess what? We're now all turning up
individually at Bradwell to fly there as members
of the public - and a right of way passes
through the take-off arga!

It just goes to show the blind prejudice of
planning authorities against any form of avia-
tion. Perhaps it's time all us pilots got together
to fight this attitude before we're all picked off
separately.

RQOD BUCK, Sheffield

ANTI-SPIN TRAINING
Dear Editor,

Having read John Dobson's letter in the last
issue, pl125, | am moved to cry "Hear! Hear!

Whilst not completely on the same theme
and fully appreciating the necessity for in depth
training in spin recovery, | ask why the obses
sion with spinning exercises at lower and lower
heights? There is an old saying that “it's not the
fall that hurts, it's the sudden stop™ and there-
fore | can understand the rationale behind low
exercises, but surely the emphasis must be on
recognition of an approaching problem. Yau
don't need to see "ground-rush” to be con-
vinced that several hundred feet can be lostin a
spin.

Entry and recovery from different situations
can be praciised, ad nauseam, at a safer
height, but in addition there should be concen-
tration an training in instinctive reaction to any
approaching stall. After all new solo pilots
should be completely current in this respect or
should not be sclo. On going supervisian
should ensure they remain safe.

| realise the subject may be emotive, but why
not reduce this pre-cccupation with low spins
and place more emphasis on "anti-spin train-
ing?" | certainly regard prevention as better
than cure.

LAURENCE McKELVIE, LHster GC

Oear Editor,

{ think John Dobson makes a very valid
point. As tha exercises ralating to stalling and
spinning have proliferated, in spite of the
intention behind them there is a tendency to
see them as an end in themselves,

In the December 1963 issue. p443. Ann
Welch argued that the main difference between
teaching slalling and spinning and the other
exercises was thal we were teaching how not
to do sometlhing, not how 1o do something.

In the August 1975 issue, p147, Derek
Piggott questioned spin recovery techniques
and emphasised the role of the elevators. |
would recommend both these articles to those
who haven't read them.

The fact1s that a spin can only develop from
stalled flight and stalled flight can only develop
if what the glider is saying is ignared by the
pilot.

In almost 30 years of gliding | have naver
had an inadverlent spin, so | don't know how |
would react. but what | have had on numerous
occasions when thermalling is the start of a
stall. When concentrating on improving the
climb and locking out, the triggers that alert me
that something is amiss are that the airflow

becomes quister and the controls become
“soft." A slight easing forward of the stick puts
matters right and we carry on themalling - no
drama, no spin. Most, if not all, of the other stall
warnings don't seem to be very evident in this
situation.

I am not suggesting, nor | think is John, ihat
we should not show pupils the situations that
can lead to a stall/spin, or the way to recover
with minimum loss af height. We should,
however. pul equal or aven more emphasis on
not getling into the siluation in the first place.
ARer all we don't demaonstrate all the things
pilots shouldn't do; we assume that having
been warned not to exceed VnE they won't do it
DAVE SALMON, CFl, Derby & Lancs GC

SPINNING MODERN SAILPLANES
Dear Editar,

I realise that to take issue with the chairman
af the BGA Technical Gommittee will probably
cause a plague of boils and showers of frags in
Cornwall but...

There are a few mistakes in Howard
Torode's article. "Spinning Modern Sailplanes”,
in the last issue, p131. S&Gis studied by glider
pilots of different levals of practical and theareti-
cal knowledge of flying. so it is important that
authoritative articles are accurate.

| do not agree with the implication of the
opening paragraph that the mechanics of a spin
are so complex as to make it difficult to explain.
Thers is a simple diagram which can be used to
explain how and why autarotation occurs.
There is no great myslery about spinning and 1o
imply otherwise does nothing to dispel the aura
of fear of spinning which lingers among some
pilots. Having opened with an opinion, | will
paint out a few errors of fact in the article.

The illustrations with the article show the
outside world apparently rotating from right to
left. This does not mean that the aircraft is
spinning to the left, as stated. It means that itis
probably spinning Lo the right.

While discussing The steep spin and
disorientation the author writes "Actually the
side of the nose that is advancing most rapidly
and covering, rather than revealing the
scenery. is the side on which rudder should be
applied”. Not so! Besides having a mental
boggle at the idea that one side of the nose
travels faster than the other while in a spin, the
side which is apparently "advancing” is praba-
biy the direction of the spin. The rudder should
be applied to counteract the yaw, so if the nose
is advancing to the left one needs right rudder
to recover from a spin.

ILis my opfnion that we need much mare
understanding of, and training on, spinning,
spin recovery and spin avoidance in the world
of gliding. There is already a wealth of myth,
half-truths and downnight nonsense passed
about by word of mouth on this subject.

I will now order a large supply of antibiotic
ointment and check the slates an the clubhouse
roof, while waiting far the beils and frogs.

JOHN STEWART-SMITH, Craniock, Cormnwall

Howard Torode replies: My assertion that
spinning is & complex issue was intended fram
a technical standpoint, if you will, as a justifica-
tian that gliders cannot be designed with spin
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BILL SCULL'S STORY

order. An increase in the number of accidents,
airspace infringement or incidents with tugs and
questions will be asked. Generally they are sat-
isfied with our action. it is quite likely that a club
will take a very serious view of any particular in-
cident andimpose retraining or disciplinary mea-
sures, generally much more so than the CAA
could take. A high standard of discipline within
gliding enables us to keep the freedom we enjoy.

On safety matters the BGA has a remarkable
degree of autonomy. Since 1974 we have pro-
duced a detailed annual report; it now includes
a breakdown of accidents by category and glider
type. The detail of the report has meant that glid-
ers are no longer included in the CAA's own an-
nual report.

A task that
doesn't get any better

Another reflection on the BGA's status is that
for the last 20 years or so the Air Accidents
Investigation Branch (AAIB) have delegated the
investigation of fatal glider accidents. It is a de-
pressing thought but | have investigated more
than 50 of the 60 fatal accidents in that time. It's
a task that doesn't get any easier.

The accident prevention efforts only seem to
stop the accident rate getting worse. One can't
afford the experiment of stopping the efforts to
establish whether or not it is effective. For 20
years | have chaired an international training and
safety committee, now a part of OSTIV, and it
has proved to be a source of many new ideas -
a continuing need in accident prevention.

Sometimes the national view is parochial -
"What can these other countries teach us?" is
the question. A pilot who thinks he has nothing
to learn may well be at risk. Might the same be
true of a national organisation?

Another aspect of the role as director of oper-
ations falls broadly under the heading of gov-
ernment liaison. This is mostly dealing with the
CAA on matters of pilot licensing, aviation regu-
lation enforcement, winch launch permissions
etc. It is usually quite straightforward except
where policy changes might threaten our free-
dom to operate, such as, for example, the possi-
bility of aerotowing being deemed aerial work.

Sometimes the CAA can act as honest broker
if, say, we are getting opposition from other avi-
ation interests to setting up a new gliding site.
On the other hand they may circumscribe an
area which they regard as unsuitable for the lo-
cation of a new site - a recent trend.

In the same context we are now faced with
the harmonisation for the aviation rules within
Europe. This applies to the requirement for pilot
licences - glider pilots in the UK are out of step
with other countries in not having to have a pilot
licence. In this respect, it is some advantage to
be the licence co-ordinator for the European
Gliding Union, another extension to the job role.

One aspect of the job, and perhaps the most
difficult, has been development. This was incor-
porated in the director of operations' job when
Naomi Christy retired. It is increasingly difficult
to get planning permission and, more often than
not, applications go to appeal. This is not only
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times-taking but also expensive, as much as
£20 000, and we have not had many successes.

Appeals warrant a feature of their own. Roger
Coote, the new development officer taking over
this part of my job (see BGA & General News),
brings some useful experience, appropriate
qualifications and good ideas; he is already well
established.

One of the problems arising from this broad
involvement is the occasional difficulty of resolv-
ing priorities. Also there may not be enough time
to devote to a particular task, which leads to a
feeling of dissatisfaction, especially if more time
would have meant a better result.

Another impontant factor is the involvement of
the volunteer chairmen and committee mem-
bers. Some, particularly the former, are making
an amazing contribution - the new BGA
Instructors’ Manual is a case in point.

Some contribute a day or two's work each
week - free for the BGA, as the problem in find-
ing such people to become chairmen of our var-
ious committees testifies. This doesn't auger well
for the future and is a problem | suspect that is
also evident for many club managements.

So what of the future? The effects of the re-
cession have and are being felt. Both clubs and
the Association will have to pay a lot of attention
to their financial affairs. Will it get better? | sus-
pect there is quite a lag between the economy
improving and it being reflected in a club's fi-
nances, and the weather doesn't help.

Perhaps more important is the distribution of
wealth - about 80% of the civilian gliders are pri-
vately owned. This, and other competing sporis
such as hang and para gliding, plus the econ-
omy, have seen a decline in the overall mem-
bership, despite the fact that our sport has
changed from gliding to soaring.

Not enough young
people in gliding

The average age of members is in excess of
40 years and despite some good youth recruit-
ment/cadet schemes, clubs aren't getting
enough young people. More needs to be done
in this respect if gliding isn't to atrophy. The trou-
ble is that the changes are imperceptible and
taking the appropriate action problematical.

At my retirement dinner after the June
Executive meeting | expressed the view that the
success of the BGA depended to a great extent
on the remarkable people who voluntarily con-
tribute so much ability and time. We need to find
more of them. People are busier at work and so
value their private time highly.

Too often the prevailing attitude is what can |
get out of the club rather than what can | putin. |
also said that it has been a pleasure to work in
gliding, the only trouble being the demarcation
between the official working time and the rest.

For the future we need to be watchful of de-
velopment in Europe. In this context the defini-
tion of a bureaucrat is someone with a solution
looking for a problem; there's quite a lot of them
about! Finally, after three books, numerous arti-
cles and papers | expect to continue writing for
this magazine. Watch this space!

BGA INSTRUCTORS'
MANUAL

The Instructors’ Committee has published a
comprehensive reference manual for gliding in-
structors. The manual, which is produced in
loose leaf style in a hardback four-ring binder,
will be sent to club CFis in sufficient numbers for
each current full and assistant rating instructor
to be given a copy. The cost is £4 and will be re-
couped by the BGA with a one off addition to the
1995 instructor’s renewal fee. Thereafter assis-
tant instructor candidates will be given a copy
as part of the course. Additional copies will be
available from the BGA at £10 plus £3.50 p&p.

The manual is the work of a number of differ-
ent authors and has taken some years to com-
pile. My predecessor Bernie Morris launched the
initiative soon after taking office in the mid 1980s
and handed over to me in 1991. Since then |
have received help from many of the senior
members of the Instructors' Committee but when
Chris Pullen agreed to take over the role as co-
ordinator in 1993 it soon became clear that at
last we were getting within sight of publication.

A great problem was that with the number of
different authors involved, each chapter was
written in a ditferrent style. | am tremendously
indebted to Steve Longland who readily agreed
to take on the job as master editor. Not only did
he virtually rewrite the whole manual but also
formatted and illustrated each chapter. One of
the last tasks was to examine the whole manual
once more in the light of recent innovations, for
example the new circuit pattern, and when il
was done we were at last ready to publish.

The manual comprises the very latest thir
ing on instructional techniques. It provides ¢
vice and explanations with regard to tne
exercises in the BGA ab-initio syllabus - from
effects of controls, through to further stalling and
spinning and teaching thermal centring.

| am convinced that the BGA Instructors’
Manual will be a helpful and authoritive source
of reference to instructors and indeed to all who
are concerned with improving safety and flying
skills. My grateful thanks to all those who have
given so freely of their time to make the manual
areality.

DICK DIXON, chairman of the BGA Instructors’
Committee

GLIDING IN SOUTH AFRICA

John Ellis has written an update following his
piece in the June issue, p156.

Our elections were peacable and seemingly ac-
cepted by the majority. As a result there seems
to be little or no political violence. The Soaring
Society have been able to extend their indem-
nity against Customs' duties for foreign visiting
gliders to two years. However, the details must
still be cleared with the Soaring Society/Aero
Club before the glider arrives.

The Nationals are being held at Jan Kempdort
{(Gaanspan Airfield), between Kimberley and
Vryburgh (the site for 20 years) just N of the Vaal
river, from December 27. Visitors are but there
is a lack of gliders for hire. However, we under-
stand Brian Spreckley may be moving part of his
operation to SA for the summer, so if interested
contact Brian on Tel/fax 0270 759246.
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SKIRTING ROUND SHOWERS

deeper. Isolated cu suffer from erosion and
evaporation at the edges but a clump of cumuli
help each other by protecting the inner clouds
from evaporation as they grow. If you see clouds
joining together and turning dark grey at the base
it is often a sign of imminent shower develop-
ment.

Wind shear

Evaporation is not the only problem faced by
a growing cloud. Wind shear tends to disrupt the
rising columris. The weaker the thermal the more
the cloud will be distorted by wind shear. Photo
A shows how wind shear distorted the growth of
a cu. The base of the nearer left hand cloud
slopes upwards. The cioud had lost the lift under
it even though the top was still bubbling up. On
the right where the base was level the lift was
still active below cloud. The same etfect can be
seen in the distant cloud beyond. Both clouds
started out growing vertically but the stronger
wind aloft carried the turrets away to the left as
thermals weakened. The broader clouds were
not troubied by wind shear; it is the narrow clouds
which contain short lived thermals that suffer
most from wind shear.

Photo B shows many big cu with fairly level
dark base. The tops were growing strongly and
showed no sign of decay. This mid-morning pic-
ture suggests bigger clouds would appear later
on but at present there is no sign of the cluster-
ing which precedes a shower. There were lots
of good looking cu beyond suggesting one could
go on for an hour or more without meeting a
shower.

Photo C shows a towering cu in the process
of changing into a cu-nim. Showers had just
started under it and also under similar clouds
further away. Unlike case "B" the prospect ahead
does not look very hopeful.

Showers often break out under a line of hig
cu; when they do the changes can be quite rapid.
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Fig 3. Evolution and subsequent collapse of
a cumulus tower setting off new turrets.
Smal! letters show age of clouds, "a" being
the oldest, "f" the youngest.
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Fig 4. Outflow from two cu-nim colliding and
setting off a new one.

Fig 3 shows four stages. The clouds are labelled
"a" to "f*in order of age. “a" and "b" never made
it to the big league and dispersed when the big-
ger cu formed. "c" began to evaporate too soon.
The cloud top became fuzzy showing it had
ceased bubbling up and was degenerating.
Turret "d" shot up far above the rest and soon
produced a shower.

The rain produced a downrush of air which
spread out as a gust front; this boosted cell "e"
which then took over from "d" as the dominating
cell. Finally as "e" reached shower size the new
cell "f" formed at the left hand end of the line.

Photo D shows lines of cu-nim giving many
showers. On such days the cu-nim can produce
conflicting gust fronts which may meet to set off
yet another cu-nim. The situation is shown
schematically in Fig 4. It is unlikely that such gust
fronts would actually meet head on; more often
they intersect at an angle. When this happens
the new cu-nim grows rapidly outward above the
intersection point to form a fresh shower line.

This is a trap which probably catches more
powered aircraft than gliders. Power pilots rely
on their superior speed and power to find a way
through a rnass of cu-nim. They do not expect to
find the clear lane they came in by has been
blocked if they decide to turn round.

Going round the end of a cu-nim

Photo E shows a wide shower giving an area
of heavy rain almost large enough for lightning.
This cloud was at the southern end of a line of
cu-nim. Photo F is a close up of the southern
end. The lower bits apparently hanging down
below the main base were actually updrafts feed-
ing the cu-nim. These cloud tails were constantly
altering as separate surges of fresh warm air
were sucked into the shower cloud.

It looked as if one could safely tuck in under
one of the tails and make a quick climb to cloud-
base before going on towards the little cumulus
In the distance. On this occasion there seems a

safe exit from the storm area. This is in contrast
to the clouds shown in "C" and "D" which had
active cu-nim on all sides. Photo G shows a
rapidly extending anvil from quite a small cu-
nim. Such anvils are a nuisance when they cast
a big shadow ahead of the shower cioud. The
anvil is often so thick that it stops all convection
under its shadow. In this photo there are still
some active cu under and to the left of the anvil
s0 the shower could have been skirted on the
left (sunny) side.

Wake Effect

When a cu-nim travels downwind it often
leaves a wake of dead or sinking air behind it.
Photo H shows a retreating hail shower which
left a 20 mile stretch of dead air behind it. The
anvil was still expanding and since there was lit-
tle wind shear aloft it spread out on both sides.
The picture was taken tooking downwind. The
typical structure of a cu-nim wake is shown in
Fig 5. The cloud is moving from right to left. The
upper diagram (A} shows a side view. The lower
part "B" is a plan view. The old cu-nim with its
overhanging anvil of cirrus is preceded by new
cells growing rapidly on the downwind side. With
luck one can make a rapid climb in the new cells
and, if you remember which way to head, break
out into the clear before flying gets too rough.
Sometimes one can still climb even if part of the
circle is made in the rattle of precipitation. The
loud noise is a useful guide; it shows which way
the sink lies and serves as a warning to get out
before sink engulfs the whole circle.

The wake of a mobile cu-nim often kills the
thermals for many miles, as is shown in the plan
view “B". If the cloud motion consists of growth
on one side and decay on the other there can be
the dregs of showers falling from cloudless air
several miles behind the main cloud. Sometimes
these show up as unexpected bits of rainbow
marking areas of even more sink.

Fig 5. Region of sinking and dead air in the
wake of a cu-nim. "A" is the side view; "B" a
plan view.
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CLUB NEWS

Tim Browning, Clive Mansfield, Graham Ross
and Calin Short gained Diamond heights in
Cerdanya, Spain, with Brian Spreckiey.

AMS.

LINCOLNSHIRE (Strubby Airfield)

The saga ends! After five years rebuilding, the
club Skylark 2 flies again. joining our club K-7,
Bocian and K-8, Ouir open weekend was a
complete washout, but still a useful public rela-
tions exercise.

Harry Fleet won the first hour of the year cup
in his Pirat and Dave Fenn, John Knott, Steve
Sykes, Dave Draby and Tom Barthalomew (at
67) have gone solo.

R.G.S.

LONDON (Dunstable)

The cluh has a new K-21 fitted with the latest
instrumentation and GPS equipment for cross-
country training. We now have a direct link ta
the computer at the Met Office at Bracknell,
which will give us even more accurate weather
forecasling.

Shorlly after winch launching in a T-31, Rohin
Tillett was deliveread of a daughter. Emily, who
arrived ten weeks' prematurely.

Very sadly, we have lost our club president,
Dan Smith, who was fatally injured when his LS-
7 crashed on take-off {see BGA Mews). He was
84. Our sympathy to his son, Graham.

R.C.

MARCHINGTON (Tatenhill)

The improving weather has brought a number
of badge flights with Mark Sherwood and John
Wood going solo. Piet Walton-Knight com-
pleted his Silver badge, whilst Paul Walton and
Jim Aehinson gained Silver distance and 5hrs,
raspeclively. Bill Ulyett and Bob Thacker have
Bronze legs.

We have two task weeks, have extended our
introductory evening courses and, for the first
time, there is midweek evening flying. We have
bought a K-21.

B.T.

MENDIP {Halesland Airfield)

Qur scaring season is well underway. Lawrence
Anderson, Daryl Mansbridge, Keith Simmons.
Paul Renshaw have Silver heights and Kirstie
Turner and Mick Longhurst Sitver badges,

At our open day in May we flew over 100 visi-
tors resulting in a few new members and lots of
interest shown by others. We have also flown a
local radic reparter and are promised an 8min
spot on BBC Somerset Sound.

G.W-S.

MIDLAND (Long Mynd)
The Camphill-Mynd plate is now going to and
fro between the clubs after a few years at the
Mynd unclaimed. We also have a Nympsfield-
Mynd tankard unclaimed for some time. Does a
Nympsfield pilot wish to fly in and claim it? We
are locking lorward to cur 60th anniversary cel-
ebraticns in August

Peter Cope, Teny Errington, R. Mylchreest
and Roderick Rennison have soloed. Mark
Stapleton, dohn Warren and Bill Duckett have
Silver distances, giving Jehn and Bill Silver
badges. Jden Blackhurst and Martin McCurdie
have become AEls and Ken Screen and Paul
Stanley have their assistant ratings. Simon
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Adlard is now a full Cat instructar ar.. . aul
Garnham an advanced aerobalics instructor.
ARP.

NEME VALLEY {RAF Upwoad)

We have a record number of instructors, Martin
Reynetds and James Clark have AEI ratings
and Gary Johnson 15 an assistant Cat,

Ron Sibley. Richard Howard and Ted
Dickersan have gane salo, Nigel Perry has a
Silver badge and "Taff” Turner a Siver height.

CFI Hager Emms and Nigel Parry are encour-
aging members to get away from the airfield after
their BGA cross -country course.

R.T.

NORFOLK (Tibenham)

The Eastern Regicnals were again very suc-
cassful with Paul Shelton winning, closely fol-
lowed by Nick Wall and Bob Fox. The
Two-seater competition was won by Dave
Aknai and Phil Woadruffe who came 5th aver-
all. Our gwn chairman, Eric Arthur, was the
highest placed local pilot at 7th.

Eric is reliring as chairman to concentrate
mare an flying. Our membership is on the in-
crease and we are setting up a cadet scheme.

John Herring. Adrian Bennelt, Mike Sweeting,
Tim Davies, Dave Sturman, John Dixon and Mike
Judd have gane solo; Jacki Bradfard has a Silver
badge and Norman Clowes a Diamond goal.

There were many fine flights during our task
week in May. Phil Jones {Ventus) made a subtle
protast 1o the task selters on one day by flying
his own 300km triangle and then the task 200km
triangle, completing this in the winning time.
MNeedless to say, the other pilots considered the
task quite sufficient.

K.EP.

NORTHUMBRIA {Currock Hill)

We had an expedition of 15 members and six
aircraft to Lleweni Parc with Tom Carrigan and
Wilt Turnbull gaining Silver distances. Ken
Murphy is well on the way to his Bronze.

Peter Johnson and Kevin Thwaites have gone
solo. We have fitted a Borgelt vario system to
one of our Puchaczs for cross-country training.
George Wearing, of Bewland Forest, airived in
his Open Cirrus and lef with the club "propeller”
which we shall endeavour to claim back!

A new DG-300 has also arrived on site as has
an L5-4 which was imported frem Eurcpe by
Derek Robson.

Our lectures are well altended and cover
many aspects,

JT.C.

NORTH WALES (Bryn Gwyn Bach)
Our season staned well with many wave and ther-
mal flights. The fleet, ground equipment and field
are in goed condition after our dreadful winter.
We had an enjoyable if not scarable club week
with another in August. The May open weekend
was very successful with a second in August..
Our courses have started wall with just a few
places left later in the year,
Mike Carlin has gained his 5his.
P.C.

OXFORD {(Weston on the Green)

Max Makari has soloed; Barry Taylor has a
Silver height, Chris Woodcock Silver height and
distance and Howard Stone and Martin Cocper

have Diamond goals. There have been flights in
excaess of 300km by Brian Payne, Steve Evans
and Tony Boyce.

Our CFI Cris Emson gained a 10th place in
the Overseas Nationals. We have a summer ex-
pediticn to the Alps.

FB.

PETERBORCUGH % SPALDING {Crowland
Airfield)

ldentical twins Jenathan and Mark Sugden
soloed a few days after their 16th birthday.
Mannel Williamson has also scloed and Mike
Edwards gained Silver height ang his Shre on
the same flight.

Having spent the winter at Crowland, Snoopy
began his travels in May when a glider fram
Norfolk GC "diopped in". However, his stay at
Tibenham was short-lived because Roge
Gretton, our chairman, retrieved him on May 31
{Snoopy's aim is to encourage pilots fram ba
clubs to fly crogs-countries, with extra awarc
on club lagddars when achieved.) A Jantar 19 h¢
recently joined our private fleet,

Our flying fortnight begins on August 1
rounded off by us hosting the inter-Club League.
WVisitors are welcame ta our renowned barbecue
on August 13.

GEW.

AATTLESDEN {Rattlesden Airfield)
Andrew Howell, Andy Page, Adrian Cleveland
and Kevin King didn't help the CFI to win the
annual quiz (see last issue, p169) - they were
better than that - they all went solo.

The Inter-Club League, spailt ance again by
bad weather, did fly on the Sunday.

Dave Warren has gone salo and Martin
Aldridge has a Diamond geal.
M.E.

SACKVILLE {Riseley)

The recent closure of DAE Bedford and the re-
moval of the associated MATZ now allows us to
fly midweaek.

Our nawly rafurbished Super Cub is warking
hard with several new ab-initios. Mark Griffiths
has a Silver badge.

D.CW.

SCOTTISH GLIDING UNION (Portmoak)
After much hard werk the clubhouse is looking
splendid, thanks to Ireng, Steve and their team.

Kewin Hook gained his Gold distance and Mike m

e 1-5day courses of all styles — fram Beginners to Bronze,
AT Convarsion

7 days a week June-Sept, weekends and Weenesdays
throughaut the year

Anfotow or wiren

Club: Fleel: Puchacz (2. K13, K8, Aslir, 2 tugs

Visilors always maost welcams

Mree comprahensiva intermation package

BUCKMINSTER GLIDING CLUB
Saftby Airfield (Nr Grentham), Leics
Contact
John 0664 60548 (24hr Answerphone)
Phil 7B 860504
Clubhouse 0476 550385 day (Answerphone)
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