





























YOUR LETTERS

may have had something to do with it!).

Far from convincing me of the benefits of an
auxiliary engine, my very limited engine-on
experience with the Ventus has reinforced my
view that it is a good way to kill the adventure
and aesthetics, which is gliding, stone dead. As
to the opposition's product, I will be kind and
not comment!

WELL DONE NORTH WALES
Dear Editor,

This summer | attended a course at the
North Wales GC and was taken back by the
hospitality and warmth. The instructor, Ken
Payne, got us flying without fuss and when ! left
on the Friday | was a wonderfully fit 73 year-old.
FRANK TYRER, Garswood

THE "SCOTTISH REGIONALS"
Dear Editor,

As you have in your own words made an
exception and agreed to print a contest report
about the recent successful Regionals at
Aboyne (last issue, p223), | think that some
features of the contest should be open for
comment.

First the name. Scotland is a nation and not a
region within Great Britain. To call the competi-
tion the "Scottish Regionals” is not only iilogical
but as arrogant as if one of the English clubs
unilaterally decided to seize the title of the
"English Regionals".

Secondly, the accident rate. | understand the
proportion of entrants who withdrew because of
outlanding accident damage to be 4/17 or about
23.5%. This was during one of the best ten day
periods of thermal soaring weather we have
had in Scotland for many years. it would be
interesting to know how this compares with the
overall figure for similar accidents in competi-
tions held in England - for those in which | have
participated the rate is well under 1%.

The competitors to whom | have spoken en-
joyed the contest immensely and | wish it con-
tinued success - with care and under a new
name.

JOHN GALLOWAY, Glenrothes, Fife

Al Eddie, deputy director and task setter,
replies: Much care went into choosing an
appropriate name for a Regional contest to be
held in Scotland and although due considera-
tion was given to our national identity, in UK
gliding terms - with only 5% of the gliding
population - we could hardly call our a contest a
"Nationals". | am sorry that Mr Galloway feels
differently. | am also surprised that since he
feels so strongly he hasn't come up with a
logical alternative - he has had since
September 1993 when notification was given to
clubs. | also find it perplexing that someone
filled with so much national pride still feels the
need to venture south to fly competitions when
everything is being organised for him on his
own doorstep.

I look forward to receiving Mr Galloway;'s
entry for the 1995 Scottish Regionals, which will
be held at the Scottish Gliding Centre at
Aboyne. He will be made most welcome (along
with Platypus and the remains of the Overseas
Nationals, perhaps), and need not worry about
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the attrition rate because by helping to swell the
numbers he will also be helping to dilute the
percentage.

Lemmy Tanner also replies: Is John Galloway
a Scottish National by any chance and where
was he during the outstanding Regionals (eight
competition days) this year? He will get another
chance to compete in the Scottish Regionals
next year and so help to reduce the percentage
of accidents to his, rather fanciful, figure of 1%

THE PROFESSIONALISM OF CLUBS
Dear Editor,

| was surprised to get off as lightly as | did for
daring to suggest some clubs could improve
their services to members. (See the June
issue, p125, and replies in the August issue,
p191.) Rather than just complaining, | was
simply suggesting how to help improve the
professionalism of my club.

As | live 50 miles from the club, t am re-
stricted from taking the sort of active role | have
done in local clubs. Nevertheless | do accept
that 2hrs driving and 3hrs mixing keeping the
log, towing gliders, helping with launches and
sometimes just waiting around is part of the
cost of the 20min to an t1hr's flying | get from a
typical evening. | even accept that the cussed-
ness of the British weather means the occa-
sional wasted trip, but don't accept that wasted
journeys due to bad information are inevitable.

| am impressed with the dedication of those
who drive 90min to their club, still arrive early
and set everything up. But it is important to
recognise that we all have differing levels of
motivation and external commitments. | have
been involved in running youth clubs and if |
had insisted on others putting in the same effort
| would have lost 90% of the membership.
Instead I tried to retain even the most marginal
members and to involve them gradually. With
the right encouragement the most surprising
people became involved.

We need to recognise that people have other
commitments, try to accommodate as many as
possible and remain open to new ideas.

Anyway, sermon over! In my youth clubs |
learned to recognise when ideas were unwel-
come and stop banging my head against the
brick wall. I have now found a club where | can
fit in gliding with my other commitments. | hope
I've provoked some positive thought and
improvements for other trainees rather than just
annoying people. Happy gliding.

NEIL YOUNGMAN, Malvern, Worcs

Dear Editor,

| do not know Neil Youngman, but his letter
was presumably not referring to weekend
operations because he wrote that he wanted to
avoid wasting his leave on days when he would
end up not flying. Neither of the writers who
criticised his views in the last issue can know
whether he does or does not pull his weight at
weekends. A quick glance through the last few
years of S&G will show that vehement or
sarcastic replies to letters usually result from a
failure to read the original letter properly. The
issue he raised deserved to be either ignored or
answered reasonably.

If someone wants to book a place on the

flying list an hour or two in advance, why not let
him do so and pay extra (if necessary, on the
understanding that he is expected to stay to the
end of the day and help - but if the atmosphere
of the club is right that would not need to be
mentioned)? | am willing to bet that Neil doesn't
mind, and probably enjoys, helping but does
not want to waste a day if it could be avoided.

If a club has a telephone is it too much to ask
that it is manned by someone who can answer
questions on the weather and the flying list (if
necessary by consulting the launch point by
radio to avoid the expense of a mobile phone}?

Some clubs have realised that in the 1990s
gliding has to be marketed if they are to pros-
per. Others appear to believe that everyone
must serve the same apprenticeship ("good
enough for me"..."shows who is really
keen"..."promotes club spirit") without appreci-
ating that once you are hooked on gliding you
will willingly help with the daily chores but that
(surprise, surprise!) newcomers to the sport
have a different view and have to be won over.
Smugness and unwillingness to change cause
businesses to collapse or struggle along
moaning about falling sales. Why should gliding
be so different?

CHRIS SKEATE, Haslemere, Surrey

THE WOODEN TRAILER RIDES AGAIN
Dear Editor,

In olden days pilots built trailers in the
evenings after flying, but with the advent of
colour TV that all went by the board. Nowadays
you shell out £6000 for a crocodile device
which is such a close fit on the glider they sell
you a pannier which fits under it and carries all
the odds and ends you accumulate over the
years. The result is that when you load the
glider in a muddy field the pannier takes a firm
grip on the terrain.

| found that you can now buy sheets of
plywood in 10x5ft as well as the usual 8x4ft
size, so | built a Skylark 3 trailer in the new size
which carried my Nimbus 3 perfectly and had
certain advantages. With 5ft 8in headroom |
can stand in it and when the glider is rigged a
folding chair, table and bed gives me a useful
room. Loaded there is space for towing and
rigging aids, tools, map cases and document
boxes sufficient to satisfy the needs of any
foreign bureaucrat (which is saying some).

On tow it is stable up to 55mph so up to the
legal limit there is no problem, and so far it has
covered 15 000 miles on the continent without
major mishap. Mods required were some
beefing up under the fuselage dolly which
carries a heavy point load, and some stiffening
up of the body at about the middle, plus the
occasional coat of paint.

Weight for weight wood is stronger than steel
and has the beauty that if you scrape the wing
along the side of the trailer it won't get marked.
It helps if there is a door at both ends and as in
my case the nose of the fuselage is to the rear
there is also easy access to the cockpit for
getting out the 'chute, batteries etc.

1 could have made better cradles which
would roll in and out with the wings in them but
this turned out not to be much of an advantage
since normally one rigged on arrival in Spain

and derigged ten weeks later. in addition, with =
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the rules about Comps there is no longer the
need for rapid retrieves for a relight, but if |
relive my years again | will put them in next
time.

The tailplane hangs on the inside wall but all
the other loads go straight into the floor which,
although only of 9mm ply, has sufficient cross-
members to be pretty strong. | built it in six
weeks of spare time from a busy general
practice, the secret being to scarf up the floor
first then raise it on blocks to make a table on
which the sides and rocf were scarfed up.
Eventually four 30x 5ft sheets were glued
together to make a tube. The total cost was
£800.

I am sorry | did not have an electric stapler

which would have saved a iot of time and |
Facslm“i! 07 63 352 should have made a nicer rounded nose to it
L BANY HOUSE L 85259 because 1 think a clean airflow around the hull
A MBRIDG ESH| ITLINQ 3 makes it more stable on the road.
R TON Next time, and | hope there is a next time
QE since it is a lot of fun, I might make an alligator
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out of wood, but | am not sure there is any great
advantage in a small frontal area. Your car has
already bashed a sizeable hole in the air and
the difterence in drag between a fat and a
slender trailer must be slight.

BRENNIG JAMES, Marlow Common, Bucks

ANSWERS FOR THE BIRDS
Dear Editor,

Being an impecunious glider pilot | am trying
to kill two birds with one stone by answering
questions posed by Platypus and Penguin in the
last issue with a single missive.

Arriving home drained after another hectic
trial flight evening | made a random bedtime
reading selection and found the Eagle New
Book of Aircraft in my hand. P99 revealed the
answer to wave flyers (see Tail Feathers, p205)
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- they were taught by the ATC. | quote "you
must keep within an imaginary line drawn at 45
degrees from the boundary".

Only a few pages further on there is a photo
of a Horsa fuselage with a replica Comet nose
(see Way Off Track, p240) and again | quote "to
test the pilot's visibility and the effects of rain on
the aircraft's streamlined windscreen."

Voilal QED.

KEITH SIMMONS, Burnham on Sea, Somerset
(See Way of Track in the next issue with infor-
mation from Michael Russell.)

THOSE VARIO BLUES
Dear Editor,

1 read Graham McAndrew's article, "Vario
Blues" in the last issue, p213, with interest and
unfortunately | have to agree with his opinion
on the condition of the instruments in many club
gliders, So, what can we do about it? Should
leak tests during a C of A inspection be made
mandatory?

The plumbing must be leak free. This is
particularly important for TE probe systems -
the suction is very sensitive to the flow rate
through the tube and even a small leak can be
catastrophic. Itis not too difficult to rig up a
water manometer to test for leaks. Mechanical
varios are quite delicate and while they will
tolerate large overloads, a pulse of air which
drives the vane hard up against the stop can
damage them. "A simple variometer calibration
rig" was described by me in the April 1983 issue
of S&G, p66.

Taking a winch launch when there is little or
no convection about will show up some prob-
lems. The rate of climb is usually well in excess
of 10kt. If the vario is at all "sticky" it should be
serviced. To judge the performance you need
to take into account the natural "response time"
of the vario. This is the time it takes for the
indication to fall roughly one third of a previous
high value. Thermistor and pressure transducer
systems are normally fast, about 1.5sec. Winter
varios take about 3sec and PZL about 7sec.
The vario should have settled within 3x re-
spense time.

If the vario flask is not filled with metal mesh
{(two copper pan scrubbers), the air inside cools
during the climb and then slowly heats up after
you release, which gives significant false "up”
readings. If you have a plastic "flask" and the
glider has been sitting in the sun, taking a
launch can result in rapid cooling and give false
"down" readings which can last for many
minutes. Either replace the capacity with a
mesh filled thermos flask or wrap the plastic
flask with thin lead foil (from a builder's mer-
chant) and then add another layer of insulation.
A white canopy cover will greatly reduce solar
heating.

Doing 70kt pull-ups is not really a very good
way of testing your TE system. With a fin
mounted TE probe and a “pertect” vario, you
should see a large increase in sink when you
pull back (2-4kt). This is partly due to the
increase in gload and partly due to the acceler-
ation of the air in the connecting pipe.
Mechanical varios simply do not have time to
recover in the few seconds that it takes to slow
up to 45kt. Having pulled up, you then have to
fly "over the top". A "nammer head" stall can
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seriously effect your memory. This isn't a good
time to read the vario!

For a rough check on the TE system, mea-
sure the sink rates in non-convective conditions
at say 60 and 45kt. Then push fairly gently
forward, accelerate and then pull fairly gently
back, keeping within the speed band and
repeat to give a smooth wavy flight path. If the
TE system is working properly, the vario
readings should stay roughly within the sink
readings previously measured, or maybe give a
bit more sink. A poorly compensated system
will show excess positive and negative fluctua-
tions.

Students really do need to be taught about
the limitations and errors in variometer and
other instrument systems and need to be made
aware of the sort of conditions that can cause

false or unreliable readings.
CHRIS CHAPMAN, Petworth, Sussex

GLIDER IDENTIFACTION
Dear Editor,

Whilst agreeing with the objectives of the
new Operational Regulation (OR} announced in
the last issue, p220, | feel that it is not in the
interests of all BGA members.

Not all existing paint schemes lend them-
selves to compliance with the OR. In the case
of the glider in which | have a share, the fin and
rudder are of approximately equal size and are
painted in contrasting colours. It would there-
fore not be sensible to place three letters
across them "as large as practicable". The
fuselage carries decorative markings, the effect
of which would be ruined by the addition of the
required indentification.

Our glider does in fact display a lapsed (and
reissued) competition number on the rudder
only. This has been retained simply because
the glider has long been known by this number
in the club where it has always been based. No
confusion is caused as it is not entered in
competitions. As the glider was recently profes-
sionally refurbished to a high standard, the
removal of the number would be either expen-
sive or a bodge.

It is very possible that the new system of
approved markings may not be accepted by the
European authorities. First, it is a hotchpotch,
not even being consistent in the number of
characters required and, secondly, it is not
suitable as part of a pan-European system
because it does not contain an indication of the
country of registration. If the system is rejected,
members will have to suffer the cost and
inconvenience of a further change.

It also seems to be very high-handed of the
BGA to make compliance a condition of a C of
A renewal since it is neither a matter of safety
nor yet a legal requirement.

May | suggest that some concessions should
be made. At the very least there should be a
dispensation from the OR for wooden gliders
untif they are next repainted.

COLIN STOVES, Runcorn, Cheshire

CREDIT WHERE IT'S DUE
Dear Editor,

Chris Rollings has indeed had a great
influence on my training but | can't really claim
the credit for the threepenny bit circuit. My first
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contact with the concept appears in my notes
for a 1985 instructors' course run by John Ellis.
No doubt John, in turn, can tell us where he got
the idea from.

Incidentally we do appear to be a jump
ahead of the "official" BGA terminology in at
least one respect - we call it 20 pence circuit -
at 50 pence for Booker pilots!

MIKE CUMING, The Gliding Centre

We welcome your letters but please keep them as
concise as possible and include your full name and
address. We reserve the right to edit and select.
The final deadline is October 11 but we appreciate
contributions before this date.

BOOK REVIEW

The Glider Pilot's Manual by Ken Stewart, ilus-
trated by Mark Taylor and published by Airlife
Publishing Ltd. Available from the BGA at £18
plus £1.25 p&p.

| assume from the introduction and most of the
text that this book is aimed at the ab-initio glider
pilot. It covers, in varying amounts of detail,
everything that the ab-initio is likely to
want/need to know about the glider itself,
through effects of controls to themal, hiil and
wave soaring.

As you might expect from a book taking the
“right from the start" view of gliding, quite a lot
of the contents are "old ground" if you've read
any similar publications. But this book isn't by
any means a selective rehash. Far fromit. The
considerable depth and knowledge of Ken
Stewart's years of gliding and instructing
experience show through.

Ab-initios will find the book very useful and
even experienced pilots will find many interest-
ing and helpful things within. The explanation of
why tug upset accidents, even at heights from
which recovery ought to be possible, still end
up with tugs boring vertically into the ground,
was particularly interesting, and made a
blindingly obvious technical point which |
haven't heard before, which is almost certainly
correct,and which | am not going to tell you!

The "design features” in the tecnhical section
explain exotica like turbulators; a device which
must seem pretty barmy to most novice pilots
("muck up" the airflow over your expensive
glider so that it goes better, whoever heard
such nonsensel), and why some gliders have
V-tails, winglets and so on. This is the sort of
thing which early pilots with any degree of
curiosity often want to know about, and here
are the explanations.

{tis the chapter on circuit planning which falls
a fraction by the wayside in view of current BGA
practices, by talking about "square circuits" as
the norm. | sympathise with this as itis a
continual problem in any area, such as instruc-
tional practice, which tends to change gradually
over the years. Books like Ken's take a long
time to write, edit and illustrate and there is
always the likelihood of events and practices
overtaking part of the contents.

The text is rather matter of fact, an effect
enhanced (and not necessarily in the text's
favour) by the use of no-nonsense and utilitar-

ian old Helvetica as the body type. It is billed as
amanual and itis a good one, so itis a bit
unfair to mention that it is a downbeat instead of
a hilarious romp through initial training!

Mark Taylor is a talented illustrator and has
done a very good job here with some pretty
nifty graphics. The basic "mini gliding field" in
the circuit planning and launch failure chapters
is an unsquare, tree fringed little gem | might
land in but not want to fly out of, which nicely
illuminates the points in the text. Indeed, the
book is profusely, even excessively, illustrated -
almost every page has a drawing or two.

{ was slightly bemused to find the example of
a BGA flight limitations placard giving a K-13 a
maximum auto/winch speed of 80kt (5kt faster
than max rough air). | know quite a few ab-
initios and novices have difficulty keeping the
speed down on powerful winches (and not
pointing vertically upwards at the same time),
but changing the placard to accommodate them
seems a trifle over the top!

Despite a few inconsequential reservations, |
found the book a “good read” and would
certainly buy it if | didn't already have the review
copy, and even though it wasn't aimed at pilots
like me.

STEVE LONGLAND, BGA regional examiner

ARMSTRONG COMMUNICATIONS
& ELECTRONICS

ICOMIC-A2 ............. £306

ICOMIC-A20 MKII . . ... ... £360

Hand Held Transceivers

IC-A200 Panel Mount . . . ... £780

Above prices include postage & packing

Also available:

12v Sealed Lead Acid Batteries  Registered
33mm rolls PVC wing tape icom
35mm black & white films Dealer
Magnetic Mount VHF antennas

GPS & Second Hand Instruments

Details from:
Sue & Paul Armstrong
15 Lancaster Green, Hemswell Cliff
Lincoln DN21 5TQ + Tel: 0427 667068

CONVERT WITH US

SLMG 1o PPL SILVER ‘C’  SLMG COURSES
COURSES from  COURSES from from

€495 £1320 £1000

{A prices inc VAT and londing fees)

THE REAL CONVERSION SPECIALISTS

Why train with assistant flight instructors when professional
qualified flight instructors/BGA Full Cois are available!

% Aircroht hire: (152/PA38 C60PH; PA28 £75PH

% SLMG Courses Avoilohle

* Farmhause accommodation
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TRAINING ™.
Hinton-in-the-Hedges Airfield, Nr Banbury
Tel. Mobile 0836 787421 or 0280 704521
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our existing freehold, which is our major asset.

Dan converted the club to dual instruction in
T-21s and his instructor's manual with patter
resulted in a team of members acquiring BGA
instructor categories immediately they were
instituted. Having gained Silver badge No.157
by June 1949 he flew his Olympia and later his
Skytark 3 in the Nationals and was the National
Aerobatic Champion (a competition later
discontinued by the BGA). He gained a Gold
distance and Diamond goal in 1957 before
sharing a Skylark 3 with a former LGC presi-
dent, the late Dudley Hiscox.

Betty was a loyal and long suffering gliding
wife required for retrieves long before radio and
circuit racing became the norm. Both children
followed their father into gliding, Angela to
break the women's 300km triangle speed
record and become a very creditable Nationals
and tug pilot, whilst Graham is welt known
today among Nationals pilots.

To all members of this dedicated gliding
family we offer our sincere condolences and
sympathy at this tragic loss.

KITTY WILLS
We were very sad to hear of the death of Kitty
Wills at the age of 87. She was a great support
to Philip and for many years crewed for him at
all tevels of his fiying from club to World
Championships.

She will be remembered with great affection
and as an important pan of that very special
gliding family to whom we send our sympathy.

NATIONAL LADDERS

The Ladder results to the end of July show that
there were more good flights but the best scores
are similar to those at the end of May. Perhaps
we have had better weather but fewer really
good days.

Tim Macfadyen still heads the Open Ladder
but Shep from Booker has just overhauled John
Bridge at the top of the Weekend Ladder.
Elsewhere in the results are several flights of
over 600km, mostly on failed 750 attempts, with
some notable stories about struggling home
from Barnard Castle to Dunstable, or variously
landing at Harrogate and Doncaster for the
equally brave but less fortunate pilots!

Open Ladder

Pilot Club Pts Fis
T.M.Macfadyen Bristol & Glos 7858 4
P.O’Donald Cambridge Univ 7627 4
F.J.Sheppard Booker 7078 4
Weekend Ladder

Pilot Club Pts Fis
F.J.Sheppard Booker 5792 4
J.L.Bridge Cambridge Univ 5768 4
P.Tolsen Cambridge Univ 4878 4
Ed Johnston, National Ladder Steward

ALL THREE DIAMONDS

No. Name Club 1994
413 Forrest, B.R. Booker 30.5
414 Marsh, C.D. Booker 21.3
415 Lynch, R.F.T Bath & Wilts 305
416 Lowrie, C.J. Southdown 223
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47 Fox, A.L.

418 Milis, W.R.

419 Wood, J M.

420 Neighbour, E.C.

DIAMOND DISTANCE
No. Name

1/619  Wilton, JN.
1/620  Kindell, HW.
1/621  Forrest, B.R.
1/622  Simpson, R.J.
1/623  Lynch, R.F.T.
1/624  Darlington, A,
1/625 Ellis, R.C.W.
1/626  Fox, R.L.
1/627 Meagher, M.
1/628  Smith, D.M.
1/629  Matcham, K.S.
1/630 Evans,S .E.
1/631  Asquith, D.
1/632  Mills, W.R.
1/633  Gilbert, C.N.R.
1/634  Fordyce, A W.
1/635 Wood, J.M.

1/636  Neighbour, E.C
DIAMOND HEIGHT

No. Name

31153 Mankieiow, S.A.
3/1154 Stone, J.B.
3/1155 Lee P.AR.
3/1156 Marsh, C.D.
3/1157 Roddie, D.

3/1158 Lowrie, C.J.
3/1159 Ross, E.R.

3/1160 McLaughlin, W.J.

GOLD BADGE

No. Name

1723  Thomas, G.N.
1724  Goodall, J.T.
1725 Porter, K.M.
1726 Hardwick, M.H.
1727  Norman, N.A.C.
1728  Bauld, AJ.W.
1729  Oliver, M.

1730 Reeves, K.R.J.
1731 Harrig, D.

1732 D'Arcy, J.F.

1733 McLaughin, W.J.

1734 Heath, JN.
1735  Brown, S.W.
1736 Neighbour, P.M.
1737 Turnbull, C.S.F.

GOLD HEIGHT
Name

Murray, S.J.
Stone, J.B.

Lee. P.AR.

Hamiet, B.
Foster, G.M.
Smith, W.E.
McCurdie, M.
Swire. R.

Oliver, M.
McLaughin, W.J.
Redman, G.E.
Terry, M.H.

GOLD DISTANCE
Name

Babb, B.
Thomas, C.N.
Mountain, A.R.
Courchée, JW.
Goodall. J.T.
Limb, A_J.
Walker, G.J.
Goodall, T.
Poner, K.M.
Dawson, J.L.
Brain, R.V.

BGA & GENERAL NEWS

s ———
Wolds 30.6 Weaver, M.P. South Wales 30.5
South Wales 30.6 Robarts, A. Bicester 30.5
Bowland Forest 16.1 Stone, H. Oxford 305
Derby & Lancs 231 Price, A. Bristol & Glos 305
Hindley, S.A. Cosford 1.5
Hardwick, M.H. Booker 30.6
Club 1994 Lee, G.G. Surrey & Hants 30.6
Four Counties 1.5 Norman, N.A.C. Cairngorm 28.5
Lasham 30.5 Bauld, A.JW. SGU 28.5
Booker 30.5 Barker, P.D. Southdown 30.5
Bristol & Glos 305 Withall, S.L. London 30.5
Bath & Wiits 30.5 Marriott, N.P. Southdown 30.6
Impernal College  30.6 Armstrong. S.K. Four Counties 30.6
Coventry 30.6 Russell, M.C. Cambridge Univ. 306
Wolds 30.6 Reeves, K.R.J. Four Counties 30.6
Shenington 30.6 Harris, D. Booker 306
Booker 306 D'Arcy, J.F. Lasham 30.5
Surrey & Hants 306 Heath, J.N. Southdown 30.6
Oxford 30.6 Asqguith, D. Coventry 30.6
Coventry 306 Alden, N.T. Cotswolds 20.1
South Wales 30.6 (in Australla)
Bicester 30.6 Brown, S.W. Deeside 6.2
Lasham 30.5 (in Australia)
Bowland Forest 16.1 Neighbour, P.M. Derby & Lancs 23.1
{in Australia) {in Australia)
Derby & Lancs 23.1 Hoskins, J.W. Lasham 2.3
{in Australia) (in Australia)
Tumbull, C.S.F. Cairngorm 33
(in Australia)
Club 1994 SILVER BADGE
Cotwolds 31.3 No. Name Club 1994
(in USA) 9386  Grady, T. Rattlesden 30.4
611Air Cadets 213 9387  Brayne,C.R. Ouse 28.5
(in USA) 9388 Perry, N.J. Nene Valley 1.5
Air Cadets 21.3 9389  Warren, J. Midiand 30.5
(in USA} 9390  Griffiths, M. Burmn 30.5
Booker 21.3 9391  Wall, N. Strattord 6.5.93
(in USA) 9392  Buckley, M.J. Booker 315
Wolds 315 9393  Moll, E.D. London 315
Southdown 223 9394  Duckett, W. Midland 255
Surrey & Hants 26.4 9395  Turner, K.J. Mendip 30.5
(in Spain) 9396  Graham, T. Trent Valley 28.5
Shropshire 186 9397  Azrawi, S. Bicester 30.5
9398  Saunders, S. Two Rivers 9.5
9399  Carr, A Marchington 305
Club 1994 9400  Norman, J.M. Wolds 305
Anglia 9.5 9401 Leach,M.J. Vale of White Horse 30.5
Yorkshire 85 9402 Price, S.R. Bicester 56
Shalbourne 305 9403  Holmes, J. Bath & Wilts 305
Booker 30.6 9404  Gillians, D. Bicester 5.6
Cairngorm 28.5 9405 Longhurst, M. A. Mendip 30.5
SGU 28.5 9406  Corbin, R. G. Surrey & Hants 5.6
Cotswold 19.3 9407  Long, B. Glyndwr 5.6
Four Counties 30.6 9408  Barnes, T. Cotswold 26.3
Booker 30.6 9409  Horsfield, S. G. Yorkshire 8.5
Lasham 305 9410  Roberts, R. M. Dartmoor 29.4
Shropshire 18.6 9411 Burrows, M. Chilterns 295
Southdown 306 9412  Scott, A. Booker 9.5
Deeside 6.2 9413  Carpenter, A. J. Shenington 305
Derby & Lancs 231 9414  Stapleton, E. M, Midiand 9.5
Cairngorm 33 9415  Murphy, A. J. Stratord 304
9416  Herd, J. Wolds 30.5
9417  Butler, C. J. Glyndwr 75
Club 1994 9418  Leonard, JC. Vectis 305
Fenlands 224 9419  Roberts, T. Dartmoor 30.5
611 Air Cadets 21.3 9420  Smith, R. L. Booker 30.5
{in USA) 9421 McNamard, A. J. Two Rivers 11.5
Air Cadets 213 9422 Herbert, T. J. Gliding Centre 30.5
(in USA) 9423  Goodall, T. Yorkshire 19.6
Derby & Lancs 27.4 9424  Simpson, D. J. Rattlesden 236
Lleweni Parc 18.6 9425  Shailcrass, R. J. Kent 19.6
Devon & Somerset 16.6 9426  Crampin, S. B. Portsmouth Naval 5.6
Midland 16.6 9427  Chalmers, G. A. Hightand 4.6
Midland 15.6 9428  May, J. E. Bristol & Glos 305
Cotswold 19.3 9429  Doig. M. SGU 46
Shropshire 18.6 9430 Cook, T. Cranwell 5.6
Midland 16.6 9431 Patterson, E. B. Newark & Notts 1.6
Midland 16.6 9432  Turnbull, W. W, Northumbria 28.5
9433  Brooks, P. Borders 14.6
9434  Jones, M. SGU 156
Ciub 1994 9435  Cutltingham, t. M. Bicester 146
Shenington 8.5 9436  Ediin, S. A. Stratford 305
Anglia 95 9437  Tate, A W. Derby & Lancs 6.6.93
Fenlands 304 9438  Dennis. A. L. Lakes 20.6
Anglia 9.5 9439 Boniface, V. Lasham 226
Yorkshire 8.5 9440  Mullen, K. Lasham 11.6
Aqguila 8.5 9441 Grimes, P. Phoenix 126
Vale ot White Horse 30.5 9442  Baxter, C. Trent Valley 1.6
Yorkshire 26.6.92 9443  Williamson, G. E. P'boro & Spaiding 19.6
Shalbourne 30.5 9444  Sorace,C. A. London 30.6
Bannerdown 30.5 9445  Twiss, L. P. Lasham 30.6
Bannerdown 305 9446  Baker, E. Cambridge Univ 29.6
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SPINNING MACHINES

CHRIS ROLLINGS

lem with the type, but my 40 or more of my fel-
low club pilots who flew it do not bear this out
and there are afficionados who have owned
them unscratched for more than two decades.
The problem would seem to arise during transi-
tion to the machine in the absence of adequate
briefing and/or two-seater experience.

Perhaps conditioning to particular types plays
arole in impraving and reducing safety and we
might have something to learn from Pavlov's ex-
periment on conditioned reactions (feeding his
dog after a bell rang, he found it soon slobbered
atthe sound of just the bell). Atone site, although
the training fleet was docile, its much respected,
experienced CF| arranged for spin training on a
syndicate owned Bocian. Some years later, after
retirement of the CF| and the Bocian, a plastic
two-seater from another stable was acquired
for advanced training and aerobatics.

It generated such awed talk about its spin
characteristics | approached it with some trepi-
dation. | need not have worried. It dropped a
wing, spun and recovered with no particular
drama irrespective of entry or how long it was
held in. Others had similar experiences. We had
all listened to the more youthful members who
started gliding in the post-Bocian years and had
rushed to fly this newcomer. It seemed that un-
knowingly we had trained a generation of pilots
who were in awe of the spin of a machine de-
manding no more than the positive recovery ac-
tion required in the Bocian. Maybe they had just
encountered true and/or sustained spinning for
the first time!

A sensitive issue that doesn't seem to have
been discussed is that despite an instructors'
course plus a follow-up. the characteristics of
the docile machine may already be ingrained
into the instructor. Although one hopes that fly-
ing hours. general experience and an interest in
safety issues will make up for shortcomings, the
less experienced instructor may be vulnerable
when the club buys a “spinning machine".

Accidents to Gliders only gives total pilot
hours so the effects of currency and experience
on type can't be studied. but this data might be
very useful in the case of the recent two-seater
accidents. The remedy is obvious - allow more
space on the BGA accident reporting form and n
the published tables.

Since gliders involved are flyingin many coun-
tries. international comparisions of training might
also be productive.

As to possible remedies, the Bocian advocat-
ing former CF| already seems to have known
and operated one. Spin recovery learnt and re-
inforced regularly on a "spinning machine”
should reduce the chances of not promptly
recognising spins and/or not applying the cor-
rect recovery control action. On the principle of
teaching the teachers first it would seem that
AEl/assistant instructor courses should include
spin instruction on such a glider. Larger full time
clubs can probably justify one for spin and gen-
eral training and neighbouring smaller clubs can
send their members midweek to be checked out.

The annual check by a senior instructor could
include a self briefing and demonstration of spin
entry and recovery in a two-seater (or single-
seater observed from the ground). This would
highlight those wha can't spin and for whom the
ability to recover otherwise remains uncertain.£d
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TEACHING
SPINNING

"Tony Gee's article raises
some interesting points
about spin/stall training
and practice. What | have
written here is an attempt
to explain not so much
what we teach (see the
BGA Instructor's Manual
for that) but why we teach
it", writes Chris, the BGA
senior national coach

pinning remains the biggest cause of glid-
ing fatalities and the debate about prevention
versus cure has been going on for decades. One
answer, of course, is that instructors must do all
they can to teach students not to spin in the first
place and ensure that they have adequate train-
ing in spinning to enable them to quickly recog-
nise and recover from one.

Thefirstpart of this is accomplished with train-
ing in recognising the symptoms of the ap-
proaching spin. Go and practise not stalling, how
to act to prevent the stall and then recovery from
the subsequent stall. For the first part of this, the
training once given is constantly practised and
soon becomes habitual.

“The nose is a little too high - | must lower the
nose to prevent a stall; the speed is reducing a
bit - I'l move the stick forward a little to speed up
again; it's gettiong a littre quieter - I'll check the
speed - yes | need to speed up a bit."

There is no need to send an early solo pilot
off with a brief to "go and practice" not stalling,
because the whole flight is an exercise in not
stalling.

If these early symptoms are missed because
the pilot's attention is elsewhere then the glider
has some attention-getting device of its own.
Pre-stall buffet is the most easily recognised of
these although a reduction in aileron effective-
ness and an unusual stick position {too far back)
may aiso be noticed.

The frequency with which pilots encounter
these symptams varies greatly with the style of
flying - someone whose normal style of ther-
malling is steep and aggressive will probably be

very familiar with them (and so recagnise them
quickly when they occur). A more cautious pilot
will see them far less often by accident and un-
less he practises stalls regularly will probably be
somewhat slower ta recognise and react to these
symptoms.

Spin prevention here consists of flying your
glider "on the buffet" sufficiently regularly that
you will recognise it instantly for what it is when
it occurs unexpectedly.

In the final stage of the stalling exercise pre-
vention begins to shade into cure as the glider is
taken right to the stall and then ceases to re-
spond in a normal way to the backward move-
ment of the stick and the nose starts to go down.
Forward movement of the stick is required to un-
stall the glider. Practice has two purposes - the
more often seen. the sooner recognised, and
this practice also enables the pilot to know how
far to move the stick to get an immediate recov-
ery but without diving off unnecessary height.

Finally we come to the cure stage if preven-
tion fails; the glider has been allowed to stall, re-
covery not initiated and autorotation has begun.
Height foss is about 30ft in the first second, 50-
60ft in the second, 80-90ft in the third and sta-
bilised at around 90-100ft after that.

The attitude is becoming progressively more
nose down during those first two to three sec-
onds and stable (or oscillating) after that. During
thase first three seconds recovery is more or
less instant if the stick is moved forward the right
amount. Full opposite rudder may help speed
things by some small fraction of a second during
the second and third seconds but is not really
critical. Height loss in the recovery dive varies
greatly from type to type but is typically 150ft in
the first second (from a less nose down attitude)
and 250ft in the second and subsequent sec-
onds, perhaps up to 350 or 400ft for some slip-
pery types.

So a perfect recovery after one second will
pull out of the dive with just under 200ft height
loss, after two seconds 350ft and after three sec-
onds 450ft. Add 100ft for every second after that.

Moving the stick too far forward will result in a
sharp pitch down on recovery and an extra
height loss of 100-200ft. Moving the stick for-
ward gradually to avoid this will take time and
even a one second delay will cost 100ft. Only
frequent practice in the glider at the C of G posi-
tion being flown will enable a pilot to immediately
move the stick forward by just the right amount
for a minimum height loss recovery.

This same practice will help to speed recogni-
tion of an accidental spin, and although pilot re-
action times will always vary the rule must be
"most often seen soonest recognised”. and one
second saved can be the difference between a
fright and a funeral.

Finally, some practice at spin entry and im-
mediate recovery at relatively low levels (around
1000ft) may serve to prevent panic overriding
everything else in an accidental spin near the
ground.

Please send all editorial copy to
our Cambridge address and not
to the BGA office.
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CLUB NEWS

BORDERS (Galewood)
After much hard work, Brian Sword has retired
as CFl with Robin Johnson taking over,

Hugh Baird and Martin Cummings have
soloed; Peter Fairness has a Bronze badge and
Andy Henderson an assistant Instructor rating.

Bob Cassidy and Bill Stephens took their SF-
258 to the International Motor Glider fly-in at
Rufforth and won 1st prize for the best turned
out Falke in the concours d'elegance.

The good summer is attracting many visitors
and we have several new members.

B.C.

BOWLAND FOREST (Chipping Airfield)

We have had good soaring weather and cross-

country opportunities. George Wearing flew

300km; Barry Crellin has gone solo and Steve

Robinson and Daren Evans have AEl ratings.
The rebuild of the YST-53 was recently com-

pleted along with a new paint job, and very smart

it looked on its maiden flight in May. As always a

warm welcome awaits all visitors.

S.R.

BRISTOL & GLOUCESTERSHIRE (Nympsfield)
Geoff Boaler and Pete Waite achieved Diamond
goals, but sadly Ken Barker and Tim Macfadyen
just failed their 750km attempts on June 30.

The Inter-Club League trophy has been
dusted off for the first time in four years and
handed over to Aston Down who are the new
custodians, despite the efforts of Phil Walker's
team.

Our stand at the International Air Tattoo pro-
duced an overwhelming response thanks to the
efforts of lan Lane, Rob Hanks and the team.
S.ID.

BUCKMINSTER (Saltby)
We hosted a BGA cross-country course in May
and learnt a lot despite the weather.

Martin Walker has gone sofo and Lynn and
Neville Cawte, Samantha Morecraft and Roger
Hamilton have their Silver badges.

A very successful cross-country club task
week was organised by Clive Stainer, this year's
course instructor. In wonderful weather most
flew at least one 100km and on one day we to-
talled 1400km. Daily prizewinners were Helen
Cheetham (2), Lynn Cawte (2), Kate Hutchinson,
Cathy Lawrance, Frank Cox, Bill Morecraft,
Geoff Cotton and Neville Cawte.

Helen Cheetham gained her 500km at the
Midland Regionals and her husband Russell
came 3rd in the Open Class Nationals. We are
through to the Inter-Club League finals.

We entertained some delightful American D-
Day veterans who flew from Saltby 50 years ago.
There was a party and a morning church ser-
vice. We plan to commemorate Arnhem in
September to remember those glider and power
pilots, their crews and the paratroopers who flew
from Saltby 50 years ago and didn't return.
N.R.C.

BURN (Burn Airfield)

Martin Wakefield again organised Project
Trident, arranging flights in gliders for local
schoolchildren which counts towards their
award.
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Chris Collins and lan Gutsell gained 100km
diplomas. Bob Peaks-Wood completed his Gold
with a 300km 8hr 30min distance, finally {almost)
landing his Mosgquito back at Angers airfield,
France.

Paul Smith soloed - and enjoyed it so much
he only landed after 75min because the Red
Arrows were due at a nearby air display. The
Kenning twins have also soloed with Andrew
gaining Bronze legs on successive flights.

New on site is a Ventus owned by Hedley
Forshaw, Andy Toone and Mike Bennett.

P.N.

CAIRNGORM (Feshiebridge)

Bill Longstaff (Dart) came 3rd in Competitio
Enterprise. (See the next issue.) There was an
excursion to Chauvingy, France; Andy Carter
flew Diamond goal and 500km and Dave Hart
5hrs. Barry and Mo Meeks unrelentingly pro-
vided aerotowing.

Andy Carter and Alistair Robertson have run
another successful five day course for begin-
ners. We have an "Oktoberfest" for wave flying
with aerotows available.

T.C.

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY (Gransen Lodge)

We have had an increasing number of visitors;
two competition days for the Inter-Club League
and our cross-country courses have been very-
popular.

Colin Boness, Jill Stacey, Arthur Wiiliamson,
Andre Phillips, Rod Rennison, Gary McGrath,
Roger Duke, John Scott, Dick Hadlow and
Steven Sandville have gone solo as well as two
more cadets, Noel Martindale and William
Warboys. David Hawthorn, April Considine and
Kevin Levitt, last year's cadets, have Bronze
badges as have Victor Spencer and Graham
Howatt, while Wendy Hatherway, John
Strebrakowski, Eddie Baker and John Rogers
have Silver badges. There have also been a
number of Gold distances and Diamond goals.
M.H.L.

CONNEL (North Connel Airfield)
Vari Ferguson and Archie Maxwell ran a prof-
itable breakfast-to-supper barbecue during our
very successful July open weekend organised
by Helen Anderson. There was considerable
public interest and 87 trial lessons.

Malcolm Shaw, CFl, trailed the SGA's ASH-
25 to Connel for its long weekend with us and
14 members and four visitors from Strathclyde
GC flew a total of 20hrs with him in basically poor
soaring conditions. Our chairman, Bill Miller, now
has an AEl rating.

RW.

CORNISH (Perranporth)

John Stewart-Smith gained Silver height in cloud
in his Skylark and Martin Wilshire has a Bronze
badge. We had a record tow in July - 3400ft when
a German visitor decided, on a non-thermic clear
day, that this was best value for money to get a
long look at all of Cornwall.

We had many visitors to our stand at the Royal
Cornwall show resulting in trial lessons and new
members. We held another open weekend in
July with a barbecue. Radio Cornwall stayed with

us all Saturday, making broadcasts from the
ground and air.
SS.

COTSWOLD (Aston Down)

Pete Teader, Mike Marrilee, Mike Dolan, Tony
Saunders (re-solo), Simon Buckley and Stephen
Carter have gone solo, Stephen on his 16th birth-
day.

Steve Manktelow flew Diamond height in the
USA and Brian Birlison gained his Bronze and
Silver badge less than five months after a 16th
birthday solo.

Intrepid 500km seeker Peter Ward declared a
downwind dash to Aboyne, landed out at Sutton
Bank and flew back the following day - who
wants a long retrieve?

Ourlate July task week's Open Class waswon
yet again by Paul Gentil (the organiser!} and
Jonathan Beard won the Sport Class. Twelve pi-
fots out of 14 landed out on the first day and red
face of the week belonged to Rob Vaughan from
Lleweni Park who, later in the week, landed on
an island in the Severn - thankfully there was a
little bridge.

It is with great regret that we report the death
of John Holland, who will be sadly missed by our
members and friends throughout the gliding
world. He contributed vastly to the club over
many years. (See the BGA & General News.)

DARTMOOR (Brentor)

Ken Basterfield, Josef Nobbs, Dave Wallace,
Phil Brett and Rick Morris have Bronze badges.
A group went to our sister club at Perranporth to
practise field landings.

Our 10th anniversary barbecue was a great
success. We have a stream of holiday visitors
and have welcomed pilots from many other
clubs. We now have one day refresher courses
to introduce temporary members to the club. Our
evening flying sessions have provided welcome
extra income and recruited new members.
F.G.M.

DEESIDE (Aboyne Airfield)
In a good summer with wave most days Alain
White completed his Bronze, Richard Arkie got
his Diamond height and 5hrs and Gien Douglas
his Silver badge.

June saw us at 21 600ft and July at 28 000ft.
G.D.

DEVON & SOMERSET (North Hill)

Badge claims from the K-6¢r mobsters include
Peter Huggins (Silver distance and height); Ellis
Smith (duration and height) and Chris Wool (du-
ration and distance), completing Silver badges
for Ellis and Chris. Ellis also flew Gold height in
wave at the Long Mynd. Tim Towers has Silver
height and Frank Bertonelli part 1 of the cross-
country diploma.

Robert Lee, John Murray and Eric Alston
have gone solo and Ron Jones (ASW-20L) has
completed all three Diamonds with a 513km
flight from Booker.

Simon Minson (CFl), with instructors Chris
Miller and lan Mitchell, organised a visit by Peter
Mallinson (from Nympsfield) for an aerobatic in-
struction weekend.

SAILPLANE & GLIDING
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CLUB NEWS

There have been expeditions to Portmoak,
Talgarth and the Long Mynd. The August task
week is dogged with strong easterlies, snaking
frontal systems and our final course week in mid-
August was cancelled due to lack of support.
I.DK.

DUKERIES (Gamston Airport)
Saturday June 11 saw some of the most suc-
cessful flying since the club was formed. Beryl
Clarke, Graham Goucher and Mike Burrows
gained their 5hrs and Keith Gregory and John
Swannack flew 100km triangles.

David Clarke has flown a 150km O/R and on
the same day Glenn Barratt managed 235km in
the club K-8.

J.CP.

ENSTONE EAGLES (Enstone)

We hosted the Open Class Nationals and every-
thing went smoothly even though the local water
authority chose that very week to have pump
failure leaving us without mains water! (See re-
port in this issue.)

The July and August courses were well at-
tended and we have held corporate flying
evenings with barbecues almost every week
throughout the summer.

Neil Edwards flew his first 300km in June and
Paul Murphy completed his Silver badge. Turan
Turan, Fran Brennan and Andrew Tristram have
Bronze legs and Mike Weston Silver distance.

We support the reciprocal membership
scheme and no longer charge day membership
for those belonging to a BGA club.

L.J.B.

ESSEX & SUFFOLK (Wormingford)

Dual cross-countries continue to be encouraged
with CFI Paul Rice and Vivian Haley flying over
400km at the Inter-Club League at Tibenham, in
the K-21.

Victor Francis, Darren Lodge and Chris Price
have Bronze badges. Riaz Malik and Rupert
Price completed their Silver badges with 50km
flights to Tibenham, a task Rupert's father Chris
also flew the next day.

The clubhouse nears completion, thanks to
the efforts of many members, but especially
Wally King and Pete Nicholls. Pete is now an as-
sistant Cat instructor.

We are in the reciprocal membership scheme
and welcome interest from other clubs.

M.J.F.

FENLANDS (RAF Marham)

We have had a healthy influx of new members
to keep our two K-13s busy. We have a privately
owned Falke motor glider which we plan to use
for advanced training. Our K-18 has been re-
paired and has a new trailer.

ARM.

GLYNDWR (Lleweni Parc)
We have had some excellent flying with wave
flights approaching 20 000ft, thermais since
March and countless ridge soaring days.
Dave Bullock {(CFly and Eddie Lees have su-
perbly refurbished our two K-13s and K-8.
Steffan Huth, John Horne and Ray Cronin Jnr
(on his 16th birthday) have gone solo and also
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Chris Childs - a particularly brave achievement
on her part. Ben Long flew 136km in the
Manchester University K-6. Dawn to dusk flying
on the longest day produced wave flights to 14
000ft with a barbecue afterwards.

B.L.

HEREFORDSHIRE (Shobdon Airfield)

There has been a great increase in club activity
with as many launches now as in the whole of
1993. David Evans has breathed ife into the club
ladder, which he currently heads; the Junior has
proved to be a real asset and the two-seaters
are kept busy.

Mike Dodd {SHK) attempting a 300km landed
out Oxford way in a field of recently cut rape, suf-
fering nothing more than lacerated legs on walk-
ing through the stubble. He was received
cordially by the owner but had to leave the air-
craft rigged in the field for a week until the crop
had been gathered.

When we have decided on the dates for our
usual autumn wave week we will send round a
note. Come and join us - 20 000ft from a big flat
site with lots of places to land out!

R.P.

HIGHLAND (Easterton)

With an effective four month lay-off (the longest
ever) caused either by wind or flooding our year
only started in April. But by June we had done
almost as much as the whole of 1993 with an av-
erage flight time in excess of 30min, though still
not many kilometres flown.

Geddes Chalmers gained his Silver badge
only weeks after joining the Dart syndicate and
on his distance flight to Feshiebridge regained
the bomb.

Andy Anderson flew Silver distance; John
MaclLean and Stuart Harris have Bronze
badges, Stuart already having his 5hrs and
Silver height; Jill Matthews, Alan Bruce and Ann
Burgess have their 5hrs and Teresa Bruce-
Jones gained Silver height for her badge.

We are in credit for the bomb as Jill Matthews
flew to Feshiebridge for her distance attempt
after reaching 12 000ft. We had two successful
club weeks, the first in April ending with the
Fulmar tug trapped at Easteron by 2ft of snow.

We have had numerous wave flights to more
than 12 000ft with Neil Anderson achieving Gold
height and Mike Foreman reaching 21 5001t on
the same day in June. Many were from winch
launches. During the June week the SGA ASH-
25 flew about 40hrs with at least two flights each
day, mostly cross-country.

Robert Taitis flying his Std Jantar in the Junior
Nationals. For our third club week in October we
are being joined by Fulmar and the SGA ASH-
25, We have planning permission for a glider
store (hangars are different so it would seem!)
and our estate has a new owner. We have an
open day in September.

AGV.

LAKES (Walney Airfield)

Jim Storer soloed on his 16th birthday. We had
an excellent expedition to Thouars in France
joined by an encouraging number of first-timers.
Alan Dennis flew a Silver distance to complete
his badge.

We have flown large numbers of schoolchil-
dren as part of a local scheme to provide leisure
activities during the summer holidays.

Peter Lewis and Neil Brathwaite have flown
part 1 of the UK 100km diploma.

A.D.

LASHAM (Lasham Airfield)

The Lasham Regionals Class A was won by our
cross-country instructor, Gee Dale, with Jill Burry
coming 2nd.

The Lasham aerobatic training courses run
by Sam Mummery are popular. A third of the en-
trants for the National Aerobatic competition are
from Lasham.

David Masson, of Surrey and Hants GC, has
flown his first 500km in the club's Discus.

Franz Heil, a 16 year-old Frenchman, went
solo on aerotow and winch after seven day's in-
struction from Clive Thomas. Franz's father flew
at Lasham in the 1950s.

Jeff Smithers, in charge of our cadet scheme,
reports that six of last year's cadets went solo
when 16 years-old. This year's intake is divided
equally between girls and boys.

AM.S.

LINCOLNSHIRE (Strubby Airfield)

July has been Silver month. Mike Fairburn and
Dick Skerry finished their badge with 5hrs and
Dave Armstrong with a distance. Angie Hearney
has Silver height and distance.

Kath James, Diane Skerry and Jeanette
Kitchen have gone solo. Paul James has bought
a K-6¢nr - another addition to the private fleet.
R.G.S.

LONDON (Dunstable)

We had a very successful 15 Metre Nationals,
with six contest days out of the nine. It was won
by Justin Wills, and rounded off with an excel-
lent hangar dance with clowns and conjurors.
(See report in this issue.)

The Vintage Glider Club Rally was held at the
beginning of August in light winds and clement
weather, and much flying was done with visitors
from all over Europe and the USA. Some of our
members visited Sisteron with the Cambridge
University GC and there is an expedition to
Aboyne.

R.C.

MENDIP (Halesland Airfield)

Patrick Haxell has gone solo; Jack Ryland has
both Bronze legs; Patrick Hogarth a 100km
diploma and Kirstie Turner has soloed in the
motor glider.

Mick Longhurst has taken over from Barry
Goodyer as M/T officer - Barry has given much
time and effort keeping the kit up and running.
We are still attracting new members, thankfully
some from the younger generation which is en-
couraging. Visiting pilots are very welcome.
G.W-S.

Obituary - Paul Youhill
It is with profound sadness that | report the tragic
death of Paul Youhill in a gliding accident at
Halesland in June.

Paul had been a staunch member of our club
for just over nine years, and in that time his dry
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