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CLUB NEWS

SOUTH WALES (Usk)

There has been a rush of new members taking
up our package deal of £270 for one year's mem-
bership with 90 winch launches and six aero-
tows, or solo (whichever happens first). Courses
and evening flying are booking up quickly.

The Easter weekend brought good wave with
the entire club fleet up to 18 000ft. Harold
Armitage achieved a Gold height; Paul Ridgill
both Bronze legs and Richard Slater 5hrs.
Maureen Weaver has an assistant Cat rating.
M.P.W.

STAFFORDSHIRE (Seighford)

We have planning permission for the clubhouse
and with the intrepid bank of Seighford helpers
hope that completion will not be far away.

An SZD Ogar motor glider will be based here
for cross-country and navigational training.

James Davies (aged 16) has soloed and
James Fisher has Silver height; John May a
Silver badge after his Shrs and Nick Tatlow and
David Knibbs have AEI ratings.

Despite the poor weather we had a good turn
out for the Inter-Club competition with lan Martin
and helpers organising the barbecue.

J.R.

STRATFORD ON AVON (Shitterfield Airfield)
Geoff Bridgewater, Martin Greenwood, Mark
Parsons and Roy Wood have AEI ratings with
Geoff and lan Lang gaining Silver badges.

We are expecting two new gliders - Dave
Benton's LS-6cw (with a purpose built Schofield
trailer of a new design) and Frank Jeyne's ASH-
26. The club has added a K-18 which is proving
very popular along with the existing K-8 and
Junior for early solo pilots.

Our winch "wench" Lesley Blair is getting
creditable results by co-opting various members
and has been allowed sufficient time off to com-
plete her Bronze badge. Jim Tyler and Frank
Jeynes are sharing the course instructing and
Derek Phillips, technical officer, is winchmaster
during the full time operation.

HGW.

THE GLIDING CENTRE (Shenington Airfield)
Our courses have started well with excellent
weather and full bookings.

New additions to the fleet {(SF-27 and yet an-
other K-8) bring the total to 15 aircraft including
two motor gliders and the tug.

We have been on national TV again on "The
Great Outdoors"; viewers will have noticed
though that we took the stickers off the side of
the glider being filmed. This was to encourage a
nationwide response to the programme which
evidently worked since thousands of people
phoned the TV channel for details and were di-
rected towards their nearest club.

M.F.C.

THE SOARING CENTRE (Husbands Bosworth)
Despite our worst week this season, our task
week went ahead with some enthusiasm but only
one day was possible with many landouts. Mike
Jordy came 1st with Ken Payne 2nd and Basil
Fairston 3rd.

Other activities were organised and it was
agreed that we had a good time and the new
director, Derek Abbey, and his team had done
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the best they could in adverse conditions.
But we had three days' flying for the Inter
Club League we hosted and won.

One of our founder members and vice-presi-
dents, Michael Hunt, completed his 1000km
diplomain South Africa (see the last issue p146).
Michael designed our hangar doors and was one
of the prime movers in buying and moving to our
site in 1963.

Despite the large handouts to other sporting
clubs, we were unsuccessful in our application
for a grant from the national lottery. As a result
the stage two plans for our new clubhouse are
on hold.

With the conversion of our last Chipmunk to a
Supermunk we now have the use of an immacu-
late ex Navy Chipmunk from Phil Cartwright.
With our former Chipmunk engine this new tug
puts our aerotow fleet to six tugs on site at any
time. Qur weather satellite system is now back
in operation having been blown over in the win-
ter storms.

TW.

TRENT VALLEY (Kirton in Lindsey)

Robin Parker is our new CFI, having taken over
from Cliff Whitwell. Vince Geraghty joins us as
an assistant instructor and Dave Bieniasz has
an AEl rating.

Tom McKinley and George Morton have gone
solo, George on his 16th birthday - and his fa-
ther Mike has completed his Bronze badge.
M.P.C

TWO RIVERS (RAF Laarbruch)

Despite rumours to the contrary in the UK, the
club is thriving. Andy Gardiner and Vince Mallon
are now full Cats with Martin Gittins, who recently
returned to us, regaining his.

We have just returned from a two week expe-
dition to Leszno, Poland where the weather
could have been kinder. However, lan Campbell,
Martin Feathers, Tim Rommen and lan Keylock
(Fulmar) completed their Silver badges. Over
3000km were flown.

Back in Germany Al West flew 300km for
Diamond goal, Andy McCann 50km and Silver
height and Hans Girath 5hrs. We hope to see
many old friends at our annual mini Comp.
R.M.G.

ULSTER (Bellarena)

Eleven pilots, four companions and an SF-27
made up the first cross-Channel safari we hosted
this year. Newark & Notts GC visited in May for
a week in which they encountered thermals,
ridge lift and modest wave to 6800ft.

Vintage GC pilots weren't so favoured later
with their national rally which we enjoyed host-
ing. Orographic and low stratus cloud restricted
the scope on all the seven flying days but winds
were westerly so there was much rockpolishing
done and plenty of non-flying activities, includ-
ing a well-provisioned civic reception.

Veteran Reg Browne retired from instructing
on reaching 70 in May; we marked the occasion
with a buffet supper at the Ballymac.

A poor market response resulted in cancella-
tion of the first two of four course weeks but a
club safari to St Angelo, in the Fermanagh lake-
land, is mooted this autumn.

R.R.R.

VALE OF WHITE HORSE (Sandhill Farm)
It has been a slow start to the season due to un-
vourable weather - particularly at weekends.

Hugh Young has a Bronze badge. Summer

evening air experience flying has started. We

have two more privately owned gliders, a K-6CR

and a K-BE.

J.K.

VECTIS (Isle of Wight, Bembridge)

Ray Ginsberg has gone solo and Mike Squibb
has his second Bronze leg in the K-8 they are
taking to Thouars, France.

We have had some good soaring weather with
cross-country flights over most of the Island and
some venturing over to the mainland. During the
3ank Holiday weekend there were several long
flights by Mike Chambers (Club Libelle); Martin
Parsons (SHK); Alasdair McLean and John
Chape and Matt Colebrook (both in K-6es).

Matt ventured over to Lee-on-Soient to get a
bird's eye view of their operations and still had
time to fly the tug plane. The following week John
Kenny, DCFI, with our local farmer Ken Smith
on board, soared the sea breeze front across
the Island to Yarmouth and back. (See John's
comments on p205.)

Our open weekend in June has trial lessons.
M.J.H.

WELLAND (Lyveden)

Our open day was successful with over 70 intro-
duced to the delights of gliding. AEI and instruc-
tor training is ongoing under DCF! Werner
Leutfeld.

R.H.S.

WOLDS (Pocklington)
We enjoyed our mini-soaring course in May.
Despite the weather it was productive in badges
with Glen Ward and Anna and Angus Sheldon
gaining Silver distances.

The task week was won by Bob Kirbitson fly-
ing the club K-21 on a very difficult day.

Pete Holmes and Nick Antcliffe are now as-
sistant Cat instructors.

We are sponsoring four youngsters to train to
solo standard and asking applicants to write ex-
plaining why they want to fly.

M.F.

YORK (Rufforth Airfield)

After a promising spring which saw Mike Cohler
gain his Gold height and Len Newnham his 5hrs,
early summer has failed to live up to the initial
signs of a good season.

We have added a third motor glider to the club
fleet and the Blanik is now flying again.

Sadly we have to report the death of Bill
Baldwin. Bill was one of the club stalwarts and
over the last few years he had been our course
winch driver providing pupits with consistent
launches. Our sympathies go to his son Simon
and all his friends.

S.R.L.

YORKSHIRE (Sutton Bank)

After an excellent start to the season May proved
adisappointing month for soaring weather. John
Goodall won our task week and Paul Foster is

our new AEI
CL.

SAILPLANE & GLIDING
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