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YOUR LETTERS

WE DON'T NEED WOMEN'S RECORDS
Dear Editor,

Why do we have women's records? Gliding
is not a particularly physical sport, although it
helps if pilots are fit, but is more dependent on
experience, concentration and determination. |
may not be able to lift the wingroot of a Janus
unaided, and | haven't yet worked out a solution
for going to the toilet during very long flights,
but | am certain that | am just as capable of
navigating, reading the weather ahead, making
decisions and actually flying the glider as any
man with similar experience.

It seems logical that if { held the UK 300km
triangle record | would want to be able to say |
had flown it faster than anyone else in the UK,
not just faster than about 50% of the popula-
tion, /e the women. On the other hand | would
be proud to hold a women's record for athletics
as women aren't as physically strong as men
and therefore need separate records.

The women's records already in existence
should of course remain as the flights were all
notable achievements in their time. However,
all future records should be unified. As we
approach the new millennjum it is time to move
forward. There are more women at work than
ever before, more in top managerial positions
and even more in gliding - hooray! So let's start
beating the men at their own game.

SIOBHAN HINDLEY, Eaton Bray, Beds

Basil Fairston, FAl badges officer, replies: |
suspect many women would suggest that lack
of time due to family responsibilities and/or lack
of financial resources were the two worst
difficulties for women in gliding plus, in a sport
where concentration is at a premium, not being
able to go to the toilet must be a disadvantage.
Several top women pilots agree with you but
many don't and it would need support from the
overwhelming majority of women pilots before
the BGA Competitions' Committee would
attempt to change the current national and FAI
position. Start lobbying the other women pilots
now and you may be able to produce a change
by the turn of the century.

WAITING LIST AT GERMAN CLUBS
Dear Editor

in a letter in the April issue, "Just what is the
BGA doing?" (p69), it was stated that there are
waiting lists to join German clubs whilst UK
gliding is in decline.

| am sorry to have to reassure you that there
is also a decline here, although it has not
necessarily reached alarming proportions
(depending upon one's interpretation of
events). | have been a member of a German
civilian club near Hamburg since 1981 and the
fast time we had a waiting list was around 1984
(the limit is set at 200). Since then we have had
a steady decline (around 170 members, not all
active) although not enough to be worrying -
yet. It's clear that Schleswig-Holstein in general
and our area in particular are not the best for
gliding (marshy ground, sea breezes, airspace
restrictions etc) and the situation "down south"
may well be different.

Being the club's glider representative | attend
various meetings within Schleswig-Holstein
(the most northerly federal state) and in March
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there were general bemoanings of declining
membership, particularly amongst clubs in
outlying areas who find they have problems
retaining their younger members who leave the
area to take up a job.

Why the decline? The reasons are probably
no different from the UK - the wide variety of
alternative leisure pursuits (mostly requiring
less time etc) combined with a recession. The
public's general interest in aviation is still there.
On the bright side we have four new members.
HOWARD E. MILLS, Pinneberg, Germany

THINK OF A NUMBER
Dear Editor

| find myself in some sympathy with the
thoughts Ron Lynch expressed in the April
issue, p69, about medicals for older instructors.

| fail to see the logic behind a directive which
states, in effect, that a GP is competent to de-
cide whether an instructor is medically fit to fly
when 69 years, 11 months, but can't take the
same decision if the pilot is 70 years and one
month, particularly as the GP will have a knowl-
edge of his patient's medical history over many
years while a CAA examiner has to form a one-
off opinion. Has the BGA just thought of a num-
ber - 70?

Some months before this matter arose, out of
interest | perused nearly 1900 incident and
accident reports covering almost 11 years.
Discarding those which didn't involve flying
such as damage by vehicles etc, and those in
which the pilot's age wasn't recorded, | was left
with 1783 reports. The break-down in age
groups of the P1 worked out as follows;-

Under 20 - 20 20-29-207 30-39-444
40-49-501 50-59-382 60-69-196
70-79-32 Over80-1

Of course there is a distortion as many more
people are flying in the middle age groups, but
perhaps there is a morsel of food for thought in
the figures.

More recently | checked the 70-79 group and
found that over the 11 years of the 32 reports
only four had related to gliders with an instruc-
tor in charge as P1 and not one of these was
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ascribed in any way to a medical factor.

Has the BGA any reliable statistical evidence
to point to the necessity for the introduction of
the PPL medical at the age of 70 years?

RAY CLIFFORD, Market Harborough, Leics

AN ADVANCED TRAINING DIPLOMA
Dear Editor,

There are many one day a week pilots who
don't have access to a suitable aircraft to
attempt Gotd and Diamond badges, have no
interest in competitions and don't have the
commitment or the ability to teach to enable
them to become instructors.

| have been impressed by the thoroughness
of the training given to AE!s and instructors and
wonder why it should be restricted to those with
the inclination and aptitude to teach. Perhaps
the BGA could provide courses leading to an
approved advanced training diploma, which
would be an instructor level course in aircraft
handling and airmanship without the patter and
the responsibility of coping with a pupil.

Such a course would provide attainable
goals and a measure of achievement for many
pitots who at present have neither. Also it would
improve their flying and make them safer pilots.
Additionally, there might be lower insurance
rates for diploma holders and some might be
encouraged to become instructors.

Is this a naive daydream or does the idea
have some merit?

EDDIE CHALK, Abbots Langley, Herts

Chris Pullen, chairman of the BGA
Instructors' Committee, replies: Anyone is
welcome to come on an instructors' course with
no obligation by either party to become an
instructor at the end of it.

LET'S GET CONNECTED
Dear Editor,

| agree with Bill Dean (last issue, p139)
regarding the use of I'notellier connector locking
devices. Furthermore, the validity of the LBA
directives in the UK can be in no doubt, having
been endorsed by the CAA and the BGA.

Itis a requirement that locking devices
should be fitted to I'notellier connectors in
gliders. The BGA should ensure that pilots are
aware that it is also mandatory to use them -
and it might save a life.

IAN CARRUTHERS, Carlisle

CROSS-COUNTRY FLYING
Dear Editor,

I read Mike O'Neill's article on cross-country
flying in the last issue, p162, and the comments
by Chris Rollings with interest.

t agree with Chris that "downwind first is
best", especially on longer tasks. One point not
mentioned by Chris was that of using the
changing strength of thermals to advantage as
the day progresses and | would welcome his
comments,

| feel it is better to start a task downwind
when thermals are weaker earlier in the day.
The return leg of an O/R or second leg of a
triangle can be flown into wind more easily as
the lift improves and the cloudbase rises as the
day progresses. For a carefully selected

triangie, the home leg could be with the wind at =
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SOFTWARE FOR CROSS-COUNTRY GLIDER PILOTS

Cambridge On-track EWVIEW EWVIEW for X-Country Taskmaster TaskNAV
GPS-NAV Windows Check
Program Version and year 3.1.1 (1995) 1.02 (1993) 9321A (1994) 1.1a (1996) 96.0 (1996) 3(1994) V3.20 (1995) 4.03 (1996)
details Distributed by Thelnternet' RD Aviation EW Avionics EW Avionics Specialist Crabb Pro-Glide RD Aviation
RD Aviation Systems Ltd Computing
Telephone No. 01865841441 | 01865 841441 | 01628 485921 01628 485921 01276 33706 | 01793 831960 | 01234766352 | 01865 841441
Computer Operating environment DOS DOS DOS WIN/WINS5 DOS DOS DOS DOS
requirements | Minimum processor 80386 80286 (1) 8086 80386 (2) 8086 8086 8086 80386 DX (2)
Min memory Ram/Free HDD 1 Mb/5Mb -—--/1Mb 500K/1Mb 640K/4.5Mb 640K/ ----- 640K/ 3Mb 512/---- 512K/1Mb
Mouse required ? NO YES NO YES NO (3) NO NO YES
Min screen resolution VGA VGA CGA mono VGA VGA EGA CGA/EGA VGA
The software User guide supplied? YES YES YES NO (4) YES YES YES YES (4)
Will it download logger? Cambridge RD/Skyforce EW baro/logger | EW baro/logger | NO NO NO NO
File formats .CAI .DAT (5) DAT GPS(6) | .EWT.DAT(7) EWT only .DAT .IGC N/A N/A .DAT .1GC
GC (5) .IGC (8) TX* .TRK
ICG (.IGC) file cornpatibility YES NO NO (8) Planned YES N/A N/A YES
Task search Search for suitable tasks? NO NO NO NO NO NO YES (9) YES
facility Waypoint/map database (10} NO BGA BGA BGA+E BGA BGA +E BGA BGA+E
Task distance calculation NO NO YES YES NO YES YES YES
On-screen task changes (11) N/A Text only NO Text + map N/A Text + map Text + map Text + map
Flight Print out task sheet NO NO NO YES NO YES YES YES
preparation Print out competition task sheet | NO NO NO NO NO YES YES NO (12)
Print task declaration sheet NO NO NO YES NO NO NO YES
Disptay of Display taragraph only (13) NO NO YES YES NO N/A N/A NO
flight data Display map, GPS trace and task | YES (14) YES YES (14) YES YES (14) N/A N/A YES
Display 3-D format YES YES NO NO NO N/A N/A NO
Flight climb statistics NO YES YES YES NO N/A N/A NO
Flight task statistics NO YES YES YES YES N/A N/A YES
Printer Text reports and lists B&W B&W B&W Fuli colour B&W B&W B&W B&W
suppart Graphics (15) B&W Colour map B&W Full cotour Nil Nil Nil B&W
[ Price | Single user licence (16) Free! [ £59+VAT | £25+VAT | £45+VAT | £45+VAT [ £45+VAT [ £25 [ £38.30+VAT |
Notes:

1. Recommended 80386 or faster.

3. Mouse highly recommended.

5. Will only export .DAT and .IGC files. Input is .CAl files anly.
7. Will only export .DAT files. input is .EWT files only

9. TP search only, not full task search in one selection.

12. Competition version (printing task sheets) available on request.

2. Recommended 80486 or faster.
4_Full on screen help.
6. Not to be confused with the old I1GC file of the same name.

8. Release of an IGC version (to export .IGC files) awaiting hardware approval
10. BGA=BGA UK TP database; E= selected European waypoints. Note: User may be able to add own waypoints to datahase.
11. Text task changes with keyboard and tri-graph listings; map task changes performed directly on map showing task using mouse or keyboard.

13. If data file contains only barograph information (eg from an EW barograph) and no GPS position fix data.

14. Limited map data base.

15. Any graphics screen can be captured with other program utilities and the resulting screen bit map may then be printed in conjunction with other graphics packages.
16. Upgrade price to existing users and group/club licence may be different.
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PENGUIN

WAY
OFF
TRACK

Usual Drawing

An unexpected bog

could hardly believe it. My exploratory left
leg, thrown over the side of the Nimbus 2c as
quickly as | could swing the canopy aside, sank
wetly and glutinously to the knee. It was what
the late entertainers Fianders and Swann cele-
brated in their song as Mud, Glorious Mud.

This was February 19, high summer in
Australia, for goodness sake! The temperature
was nearly through the roof. Everything in sight
was parched and yellow. Drizabone, in fact.

What the Hell was | doing, sitting wings level,
in what would have earned an A-plus as a gen-
uine fully rated bog back home?

But | suppose it takes a resident of the
Emerald Isle to find one with embarrassing pin-
point accuracy and then land in it in otherwise
sun-dried outback Victoria.

But, please, your Honour, it was a very little
one - a runnel all of three feet wide, and just as
deep, was a thin green vein running across the
paddock in which | had just touched down. I'd
cleared the trees and a power line which lines a
dirt road across the approach, swept over live-
stock corralled behind a single wire fence at the
approach end of the field, neatly passed a fallen
eucalyptus lying to one side and rough ground
to the other, only to end inelegantly in this, the
Nimbus slewing slowly to the left as its wheel
plumbed the depths.

A minute or so later | was plumbing the depths
too - with my foot again, to retrieve the shoe
which had come off in the ooze, before trudging
off across tinder-dry grass and two paddocks.
Ultimately, through their nearest neighbour, |
found owners Ken and Val Whan and enjoyed
wonderful hospitality at their farm on the far side
of Lake Mokoan from Benalla. There could have
been no better ptace to end up after failing to re-
turn elegantly from a modest triangle to
Burrumbuttock Sidings and Corowa.

It is only because my retrievers, led by John
Williamson, were lan Dandie and Peter Black
from Portmoak, and their respective wives, and
that lan escaped back to Britain with the photo-

August/September 1996

graphic evidence that I've come clean and con-
fessed.

Always hot it ain't

Not for the first time I'd arrived in Oz ill - with rag-
ing bronchitis which developed during a work-
stintin Singapore on the way out. And I'd arrived
at Benalla on the coldest February day on
record, when the mercury sank to 13°C, with
driving rain and a biting southerly wind. I've
known warmer - and much sunnier - February
days in Belfast and the previous day it had been
35°C. So for the whole stay - which | lengthened
by three days in the hope of making up lost
time - | was very below par, on medication and
never threw off the affliction.

That's my excuse, anyway, andthe extrathree
days permitted me to go on a weekend safari
with members of the Gliding Club of Victoria and
other clubs to Porepunkah, about 80km east of
John Willie's bailiwick in a lovely valley behind
the impressive bulk of Mt Buffalo. The company
was superb; the Saturday evening barbecue in
the idyllic riverside camp site where we were
staying in comfortable chalets for only $10 a skull
made it quite the most enjoyable weekend of my
gliding life.

An elephant’s garotte

I'd arrived with a clear mentai image that all
Australian fields would be vast and clear and
that any outlanding would be a piece of cake.

A quick site check in Benalla's ex-ATC Motor
Falke is enough to disabuse anyone of that false
impression. To give the livestock some shade
all the fields around Benalla are liberally stud-
ded with single trees. And there's a more insidi-
ous potential killer lying in wait for the inattentive
outlander - the notorious SWER (single wire
earth return) lines which, tightly tensioned. run
across the countryside to outlying stations on
far spaced hard-to-see posts up to 1km apart,
which you can easily miss amid the trees.

John Willie produced a sample stretch at a
briefing - three strands of twisted 10g SWG and
able to whip your wing off in a trice, or garotte an
elephant. The earnest but enthusiastic
Japanese university students making up one of
John's Novex courses were dutifully impressed.
And so was Penguin.

Perhaps | should at least be given credit for
merely landing in a bog and not finding one of

these.

The PIK series: Jukka Raunio has written a
book about the difterent aircraft designed and
built by PIK (the Helsinki University Aero Club).
Called PIK-sarjan lentokoneel. it is gener-
ously illustrated and looks an interesting read if
this is one of your langauges. Copies, priced at
FIM250 plus postage, are available from Jukka
at Sammontie 14 B 11, 04230 Kerava, Finland.

The latest edition of Laws
and Rules is now available
from the BGA office at £1
plus 20 p&p

Barry (My Friend
The Instructor)

Barry is an instructor and a damned good in-
structor atthat. He's flown more 300 and 500kms
than | can recall and been to heights many of us
have only dreamed about. However, Barry does
have a problem. He's unable to talk.

Long ago in my early flying years (well not that
long ago) | never noticed Barry, although he was
always around. Barry was an unassuming small
sort of a fellow, whose face was nearly always
black. It wasn't until | gained my Silver badge
that | started taking notice of Barry At first we
would meet in the corner of the hangar or inside
a trailer to get out of the draught. Barry never
said anything but did enjoy a smoke. Thick black
smoke, the blacker the better. | never knew how
he could stand it, but stand it he did.

| always felt Barry was trying to tell me some-
thing and | spent time studying him whenever |
had the chance. Attimes this could be extremely
frustrating and sometimes | felt Barry was wind-
ing me up, so every so often | did the same thing
to him, Pretty scon we were inseparable. He al-
ways flew in the back, as instructors do, and after
a flight | would help him out {he couldn't get out
by himself) and | would justlook at him in amaze-
ment. He had so much to tell me if only i could
understand what was beneath that lazy smile.

Actually his teeth were beneath that lazy
smile, uneven teeth at that, some sharp but most
rounded or flat on top. He really should have had
them seen to but | never said anything. | just
looked and looked and knew that one day his
secret would be mine.

| suppose it must have been on the last good
day of the year that Barry and | set a moderate
triangle, 200km or so. We zipped round in well
under 3hrs. It was superb. | helped him out and
was met by a huge grin. He was happy. But
under his grin it was obvious scmeone had re-
paired his teeth. He looked so much better but
perhaps it had been overdone as some of them
were guite sharp, aimost like the teeth of a hack-
saw blade and for the first time | began to under-
stand what Barry was trying to say. He was
getting to me.

With the onsét of winter we each went our sep-
arate ways. Barry stayed in a lot but he did write
and send me a picture of his teeth, which |
thought extremely strange.

Many times over the winter | looked at those
teeth - it was almost like looking at Barry him-
self. He was telling me something and | was now
listening. | was getting the message, | was be-
ginning to understand. Yes, Barry was a good
instructor and | knew he had the power, the abil-
ity and the knowledge to turn Silver into Gold.

| can't thank Barry enough and would like you
all to meet him, so | have invited him to fly at my
club - Dukeries at Gamston. | hope you will make
him welcome but don't expect to understand him
straight away as he is a rather strange fellow -
my friend the instructor, Barry Graph.

Regards - ALBERT ROSS (Perhaps belter
known as David Prosolek)
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