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Reach for the heights 
A Mllld.-.pnod 

Beyond this K-21 is a wmter view towards the Isle of Wight 
just wl1ere the channel is narrowest. near Milford-on-Sea. 
Behind the rearmost of /he two wispy cumulus you can see 
the silvery walers of the Solent (www. whiteplanes.com) 
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Electric charger 

jochen Ewald ilies the 
brand-new electric Antares, 
a battery-powered motorglider 
comp lete with il woman 
in the cockpit ... 

Reach for the heights 

Sieve Derwin des ribes 
how last year, after more than 
a decade, gliding showed 
him the way to regain 
a vvorlcl thilt he thought 
he had lost for ver 

100 years of technology 

The Wright Brothers mJy have 
stopped gliding but motorless 
flight didn't end there Afandi 
Darlington examines a century 
of development and ;mticipates 
the next leap in technology 
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Guy Westgate and Paul Barker 
have managed to take the 
ultimJte TP photo - Mt Etna 
- on an epic out-and-return. 
Now for the homeward leg ... 
Jll 2,500km of it 

Three LGC 1 ,OOOkms 

When Paul Watson, J relative 
newcomer to gliding, went on 
his first exped ition with fellow 
members of London GC, he 
was impressed to witness thre 
1 ,OOOkm flights in one day 
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Dates for your diary 
Competitions Calendar: 

Dan Smith Memorial Trophy Dunstable 27/3- 28/3 

Overseas Championships Ocana, Spain 24/5 - 4/6 

National Aerabalic Camp Sal/by 3/6-6/6 

Turbo Competition Bidlard 12/6- 20/6 

Backer Regiona/s Book er 12/6 - 20/6 

Club Class Worlds Norway 13/6. 25/6 

Competition Enterprise Aston Down 2616- 417 

18 Metre Nationals Tibenham 26/6- 417 

Northern Regionals Sunon Bank 26/6- 417 

Lasham Regionals Lasham 317 • 11/7 

Club Class Nationals Pocklington 10/7- 18/7 

Standard Class Nationals Asian Dawn 2417- 1/8 

European Championships Lithuania 25/7 - 718 

Inter-Services Cas lard 31/7-818 

Regiona/s/Junior Pre-Wor/ds Soaring Centre 31/7- 818 

Gransden Regiona/s Grans den 718 - 15/8 

Western Regiana/s Nyrnpslield 7/8- 15/8 

Junior Championships Lash am 14/8- 22/8 

15 Metre Nationals Lasham 14/8- 2218 

Dunstable Regionals Dunstable 21/8 -29/8 

Open Class Nationals Tibenham 21/8. 29/8 

Eastern Regionals Tibenham 21/8- 29/8 

Two-Seater Competition Pccklington 22/8-29/8 

Mountain Competition Aboyne 5/9 - 11 /9 

Sal/by Open Trophy Sal/by 11/9 - 12/9 

Details of CAA Safely Evenings at Shobdon; Aberporlh: Mona; 

Biggin Hill: Bembridge; Panshangar; Glenrolhes; Bagby; 

Woodvale; Leeds: Pcpham; Exeter: Blackbushe: Pembrey; 

Gransden Lodge: Orkney: Manston: Old Buckenham are at: 
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TICKET OFFER 
THE Ordnance Survey 
Outdoors Show, the UK's 

largest consumer outdoor 
pursuits show, returns to 

the NEC. Birmingham on 

April 2-4, 2004 with 
a simple message for 
outdoor enthusiasts: 

whatever you're into in the outdoors. get into it here' 
The show is 25 per cent larger than 2003 and is 

set to welcome over 400 exhibitors throughout four 

halls and even a lake! The Sprayway Adventure 
Sports Show is taking up a large part of Hall 9, and 

features the BGA's gliding simulator, the Sprayway 
Simulated Ice Wall , and a Suriing Simulator. As well 
as a host of extreme sport organisations you can 

check out the best adventure travel destinations, 
watch full -on action in the Renault Kangoo 
Adventure Racing, or try out a host of activities like 

diving or rock climbing here at the show. 

There are some great adventurers at the show as 
well - like Sir Chris Bonington, Benedict Alien, 

Debra Veal , Doug Scott, Thomas and Alex Huber, 
and the best of the Kendal Mountain Film Festival. 

Special Ticket offer for S&G readers! Two tickets 
for £16! Call 0870 010 9086 and quote "BGA". 

Door Price is £12 adults. calls are charged at the 
national call rate, NEC car parking rates apply. 
For more information on the show. timetable details 
or online bookings see www.theoutdoorsshow.co.uk 

Rob Elliot 

Common FAQs 
The BGA's Chief Technical Officer, Jim 
Hammerton, answers some of the most 
frequently-asked technical questions 
that he receives from pilots and owners 

a. Where can I get hold of J copy of an 
A irworthiness D irective issued to my glider 
type? 
A. Normall y, Ai rworth iness Direc tives (ADs) 
are issued by the Nation<JI Airworth iness 
Authority or the particular glider or product 
m<mufac turing country. In most cases this is 
the LBA in Germany, as most of our gl iders 
are GermJn, but <J iso Austro Control in 
Austr ia, CAA in Czech Republic, D GAC in 
France, and so on. Most of these authorit ies 
have websites where they can be clown­
loaded (links from the BGA website at 
www.gliclin!;! .CO.uk). ADs will be s nt to all 
BGA inspectors in the following TNS, issued 
b i-monthly. Inspections and modifications 
rai sed by the BGA are at www.p,liding.co.uk 

a. Does a particular AD apply to my gl i der~ 
A. 1 ot necessarily. The BGA will send 
out copies of the AD, if it is urgent, to the 
registered ow ners of <1 ll the gliders of th<lt 
parti cui<:u type <JS recorded on the BGA 
glider clat<Jbase. All ADs w ill have specifi c 
appli cab ility information on the model type 
and serit1l number rJnge <:~ nd compl iJnce 
information. 

a. Is ill }' glider grounded because of an AD? 
A. ot necessarily. The content of th AD 
should be studied to determine what course 
of action is requi red and if i t is applicable to 
your gl ider. Some m<Jy requi re an ini tiJI 
inspection with fo llow-up action at a I<Jter 
d<:~te . If in doubt, ask your inspector. 

a. Are ADs mandatory for BGA Jircraft? 
A. 1 orma lly, yes. On very rare occasions, 
if the BGA Technical Committee consider 
that a di fferent approach would be more 
appropriate they may vary the requi rements. 

a. Where can I get service bulleti ns (SBs) for 
my glider? 
A. Normally from the manuf-acturer or agent 
of the pa rti cul <:~r glider or product. Some 
Service Bu lletins are ,1lso published w ith 
LBA ADs on the LBA website or arc free to 
download on manufacturers' websites. The 
BGA do not normally distribute SBs. 

a. Wh<:~ t is the di fference between an SB, 
a TN or il TB? 
A. Nothing. A Service Bu lletin (SI-l ). 
Technica l Note (TN), and Technica l Bulletin 
(TB) are all different nJmes for the ame type 
of publication. Usually a Serv ice Letter (SL) 
is of lower importJnce. 

a. How often should il gl ider be reweighecl? 

A. At least every eight years, or after major 
repair, repJ inting, recovering or when there 
is some doubt <:~bout the w ight or C of G . 
A new weighi ng is also requi red before the 
initi<ll issue of a BGA of A. 

a. W hat should be re orded in a Gl ider Log 
Book? 
A. Any milintenance, inc lud ing off\, 
repil ir, inspection, re-weighing or accident. 
The log book forms part of the history of the 
a ircr<:~ ft <1 nd without c fu ll and accumte 
record it can be difii u lt to fo llow up on any 
problems oc urring later in its l ife. An entry 
does not devJiue the aircraft but should 
unrecorcl cl work be found, that certain ly 
would. it is the owner's responsib i li ty 
to ensure that the entry is made by the 
certify ing engineer. 

a. Why didn't I receive information on my 
glider sent out by the BGA? 
A. Are you the reg i ~tered owner? H<1ve you 
notifi ed the BGA of any change of owner­
sh ip ? Check your C of ;\ for detai ls of w ho is 
recorded ,1s the owner. The BGA w ill send 
out the information to the registered owner 
produced by the rla tilbase. If still in doubt, 
cont<:~ct the offi ce to check your cletJils. 

a. M y 30-ci<Jy ticket has expired, C<Jn I fl y 
the glider? 
A. No. You need to <:~ sk why the C of A has 
no t been renewed (or issued): did your 
inspector forward the paperwork to the 
BGA in time; is there an outstanding query? 
Your inspector may not issue J second 
30-day ticket w ithout permission from the 
ChiefTechnicill Officer (CTO)- or Technical 
Committee Chairman or BGA Chief 
Executive if the CTO is un<wailable. 

a. Can I extend the C of AI 
A. Yes, you can, but on ly in exceptional 
circumst<J nces. An extension can only be 
given for sound reasons. All extensions must 
be authorised by the CT in writing (or 
Techn ica l Committee Chc irman or BGA 
Chief Executive if CTO is unavailable). /\pply 
by em<:~i l to cto@g/iding.co.uk 

a. M y maximum cockpit l o<:~d is too low, 
what can I do <:~ bou t it? 
A. The BGA C<Jn allow certain extended 
weight operations. For dcta i Is see the BCA 
da t<:~sheet for your glider. If a concession is 
allowed it w ill change the certifi cat ion 
category to Non Aerobatic (Normal ) w hi lst 
w ithin the extended weight range. No 
additionL~ I Jpproval is required from the 
BGA if it is covered by the data sheet. If 
you requi re a gre<:~ter extension, application 
must be made to the Techn ica l Commit tee. 
Normally, manufacturer involvement 
w ill be required. 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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DICK Skinner of the Essex & Suffolk GC thought that 

his wooden glider, a Skylark 3F. deserved tow-out gear 

in keeping with its construction. Rather than scrounging 

an old bicycle wheel or buying a plast1c wheel from a 

local DIY store. he took odd bits of wood from the pile in 

the corner of his shed and built this six-spoke wooden 

wheel for his wingtip (right). it has 15 wooden parts. 

using three different types of wood. and runs on an old 

bolt and a piece of copper gas pipe as a bearing. The 

tyre is a spare piece of D-section rubber buffe~ 

The wheel is mounted on semi-circular steel springs 

(also from scrap material) and aftached to a padded 

wooden wingtip clamp. The only expenditure. apart from 

his time. was the cost of a small tin of varnrsh and some 

glue. Even the over-centre clips on the wingtip clamp 

were recycled. having originally come from the soft top 

of an MG. They had been resting in a box rn Dick 's 

shed for 30 years waiting for a new application .. 

John Home 

New gliding scholarships prove popular 

A
LOT OF interest h<1 s been shown in 
the Wright Centennial Scholm hips 

. scheme, which helps <!Spiring young 
glider pilots take up the sport, according 
to the BGA office, and applica tions <1re 
a lrc<~dy arriving. 

The Royal Aeronauti ca l Society (RAe ') 
kindly awarded the BGA 40 schol arships 
of £150 e<1ch. Tenab le at BGA clubs, th e 
a1 'a rds are given to sele ted appli cants ag cl 
15 to 16 years, 6 months when they ilpply. 

Applications may be made by peop le aged 
between 15 and 17, who are in full-time 
eclu ation and who wanted to tilke up the 
'port. hut were deterred by lack of funds. 
Successful appli ca nts 11•il l receive a 
schol.:uship to fund their initial training 
to get them well on the way to ga ining 
their "wings". Funding has come from the 
I<AeS's Cent ' llni ;l l Scholarship f-uncl, which 
commemor,llcs the centenary of the vVright 

Brothers' first powered flight, which took 
place on December 17, (903. 

Peter Hearne, J former President of the 
Royal Aeronautical Society and currentl y a 
Vi ce President of the BGA, was involved in 
establishing the scheme, and commented: 
" it is most appropriat to be ab le to offer this 
schol ;~rship al the time of the Wright Broth 'rs' 

ntenary." A m jor contributor to th eir 
succ ss was th e lengthy series of trials they 
undertook with fu ll-scale gliders in the two 
years preceding their success. This enab led 
them to gain <1 satisfactory standard of pi lot­
ing skills and produced the flighti est data 
they needed to develop lhree-ilxi s control. 

In making this award, the RAeS recogn ises 
the important part gliding played in the 
hi sto ry of aviation Jncl the promise it brings 
to the younger pilot JS we now enter the 
second century of fli ght. 
For uctails ca ll the BGI\ on 0 1 I b _53 1051 

On the top rungs of the ladders 
THE BGA National Ladder changed at !he start olthe 2002/2003 

season to allow pilots to submit claims directly on to the websile 

Without needing to consult their dub ladder stewards. ThiS has 

been a great success - the site is very popular with pilots ~;>Jho 

can now immediately compare the1r own flights with others on 

the same day. This has increased competitiveness. as shown by 

!he light spread of scores a! !he lop ol!he Open Ladder. 

Ed Downham made some excellent !lights. including a 

750km UK Diploma and a 600km triangle. to claim the Enigma 

Trophy as Open Ladder winner. In a close-fought battle for 

second place. I just ecfged oul1im Macfadyen to claim the Finh 

Vickers Trophy. Trm earned the Slingsby Trophy as runner-up In 

the Weekend Ladder Instead. while Peter Baker clatms the 

L duGarde Peach Trophy as its winner {rules do not allow a 

single pilot more than one Ladder trophy per season). lan Craigie 

earned the Spitfi re Trophy as clear winner of the Junior Ladder. 

In response to an online survey. some changes will apply for 

2003/4: a rev1sed weighting for different-shaped tasks- eg, 28% 

triangles now score more highly than flat triangles or 0 /Rs : and 

hetght gains now have a new. separate. Herght Ladder. Please 

visrl www.bgaladderco.uk for lull details of these and other 

cl]anges. The site aJso provides details ol how you can take part 

February - March 2004 

in the 200312004 season. You may also contact John Bridge at 

johnb@aircross.co.uk \•Jith any queries not addressed on the 

site. Well done to all the winners. and have a great season! 

John Bridge, National Ladder Steward 

Pi/or Club Score Rights 

Open Ladder 

1 Ed Downham London 14782 4 

2 John Bridge Cambridge 12519 

Tim Macladyen Bristol & Glos 12329 4 

David Booth Deeside 12233 4 

Trevor Stuan Bristol & Glos 12057 4 

Weekend Ladder 

I John Bridge Cambridge 10525 

2 Peter Baker Cambridge 9183 4 

1im Maofadyen Bristol & Glos 8303 

4 Guy Corbelt London 7948 

Ray Pentecost LashamiS&H 7933 

Junior Ladder 

I an Craigie Four Counties 8731 

Will Harris Cambridge 6939 

Owain Wai ters Oxford University 6640 

GLIDER pilots figure strongly in the Royal Aero Club 

Awards for 2003. to be presented later this year. The 

Britannia Trophy (for the most meritorious 

performance in aviation during the year) goes to 

Standard Class World Champion Andy Davis. The 

Prince of Wales Cup (for the most meritorious team 

performance in aviation during the year) goes to the 

British Gliding Teams - Senior and Junior. The 

RAeC Silver Medal (for outstanding achievement in 

aviation during the year. principally as a pilot) goes to 

Junior Standard Class World Champion Jez Hood. 

The Old and Bold Trophy (awarded to a person over 

65 who flies. or has recently ceased flying. and who 

has been conspicuously involved in aviation. for their 

work, initiative. devotion or in other ways) has been 

given to instructor and long-time S&G contributor 

Derek Piggott. A Certificate of Merit (for those 

who have served the cause of aviation in general or 

sporting aviation in particular by their work. devotion 

or initiative) has been awarded to BGA Development 

Committee Chairman Max Bacon. 

ITS all happening in the Andes. with several world 

records toppling - some more than once - to top 

pilots. A new Open Class 0 /R distance record (Terry 

Delore/Steve Fossett, 2,002km) was broken by Jean­

Marie ClemenUPatrice Papazin (2.024km) and again 

by Klaus Ohlmann (2.245km). Klaus had earlier 

achieved a long-held dream with a free distance flight 

of 2,172km in one direction; if ratified by the FAt. this 

will secure him the Kuttner Prize. The South 

American summer is ending as you read this and 

we'll bring you a report on all the action next issue. 

DISCUSSIONS continue between the BGA and the 

Department for Transport on the implementation of 

Part 21 (original airworthiness) of the European 

Regulation 1592/2002. The three-month review 

period granted to the BGA from September has now 

led to meetings and negotiations in early 2004 with 

the OfT and CAA. Early indications of the possible 

outcome are positive from the BGA standpoint. As 

soon as a definitive position ts reached, the BGA will 

communicate widely with the UK gliding movement. 

BR/AN Spreckley has been appointed British Team 

Manager, following Harry Middleton's retirement. 

A DISPUTE has arisen between DG Flugzeugbau 

and another group of investors about the ownership 

of LS (www.dg-flugzeugbau.de) 

THE RAeC Trust offers bursaries of up to £500 to 

young people to progress in airsports. Deadline for 

applications is 31 /3/04 (www.royalaeroclubtrust.org) 

FOR Government proposals about UK airport 

expansion see www.dft.gov.uklaviation!whitepaper 

The annual congress of the European Gliding Union, 

which represents glider pilots on regulatory issues. 

will be held alongside the BGA AGM and Conference 

(Eastwood Hall . nr Nottingham) on March 6. 

THE winner of the BGA 1000 Club Lottery for 

November 2003 was RS Maxwell Fend! (£40.50), 

with runners-up R Barrett and CE Wick (£20.25). 

December winner was M Bainbridge (£40.50), with 

runners-up N Holmes and D Shepherd (£20.25). 
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XK I 0 "CLUB" VARIOMETER CLEVER BOX VARIO 

£269 £299 

FlightMap Upgrade Offer 
FlightMap is being upgraded with new planning and 
analysis features that include more comprehensive 
airspace information . The emphasis on ease-of-use is 
retained as are the existing facilities for: 

U Task preparation. 

U Flight display and analysis. 

u Logbook maintenance. 

The new features will become available in FlighMap 
Version 2.1 . For information on availability and offers for 
purchasing the current Version 2.0 with a free upgrade, 
visit: 

www. flightmap.co.uk 
Illustration shows the Inspect facility being used to interrogate the 
airspace map layer. 

CLEVER BOX VARIO SYSTEM 
* See our website www.cairaviation.co.uk for details of this 

new exciting variometer system from the same stable as 
the ubiquitous XK 10 Vario System 

from (Oir 4'~ 
Aviation Ltd.7 

"You can bank on us" I ' . 

' . 

+ New Instruments: PZL Expanded Scale ASI's. 1.5 Turns 0-140kts £129, 1.75 Turns 0-200kts £139, PZL Zero Reset Varies, Flask and Ring, 80mm (Glider) £219, Extended Scale !Molar Glider) 
£199, 57 mm (Glider) £219, PZL EZS5 Mini T/S £299, lunik Mini T/S £259, American Mini T/ S £269, Sensitive Altimeters £149-£153, PZL Altimeter £109, Mini Accelerometer £159, CM24 Bullel 

Pedestal Compass £49, LC3 Panel Compass £47, Vertical Cord Compass £139 + Surplus Tested Instruments: Horizons with new Solid Stale Inverter, Ferranli Mk6 £329, Mki4!Cclaured Display) 
£409, Mk31 (Coloured Display and Integral Slip Ball) £499, 80mm Glider role T/ S £114, Smiths Mk20 80mm Altimeter 6 a clock Knob, £114, Mini Accelerometers £99 + Radios: Delcom 960 Panel 
Mount £249, Hand Held £216.90, ICOM A3E £276, Glider Battery Charger £19.90 + BGA Approved "Ottfur" Releases: Original New "Ottfurs" £199, latest 'Ottfur" olternanve release for modem 
gliders- Aerotow CW400 series £179, C afG CW300 series £219. Exchange OM series £119, CW series £99, Spring Kits available all series. New •Ottfur Gold' launch Safety Weak link Carrier £9.50. 

CAIR Aviation Ltd, Steephill House, Felcot Road, furnace Wood, Felbridge, West Sussex RH 19 2PX Tel: 01342 712684 Fax: 01342 717082 
e·mail: colin@cairaviation.co.uk www.cairaviation.co.uk 

BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION 

MOTOR GLIDER 
INSTRUCTOR COURSES FOR 200 4 

CAA MGIR Courses: 
22 - 26 Mar East Sussex G C (Ringmer) 

14 - 18 Jun 

13- 17 Sep 

15 · 19 Nov 

To be decided 

To be decided 
To be decided 

BGA MGIR Courses*: 
17 - 21 May To be decided 

26 - 30 Jul To be decided 
18- 22 Oct To be decided 

MGIR courses are run by request at clubs for local pilots wishing to gain a Motorgtider Instructor rating. 

H you are interested in having an MGIR course run at your club, please contact Bruce Tapson (Senior Examiner for Motorgtiders) 
on 01949 842591. We nonnally require a minimum of 2 bookings per course for it to be run. 

*Please note tllat if demand is sufficient, we can change a BGA MGIR course to a CAA MGIR course. 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:www.cairoviation.co.uk
mailto:colin@cairoviation.co.uk
www.cairaviation.co.ulc


~ McLean Aviation 
The Aerodrome, Rufforth, York, Y023 3NA 

Tel: 01904 738 653 • Fax: 01904 738 146 
Web: www.mclean-aviation.com • DG Web: www.dgflugzeugbau.de 

e.mail: mcleanav@supanet.com • Kmc2664616@aol.com 

FULL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE FACILITY FOR COMPOSITE STRUCTURES. 
MODIFICATIONS, C of A RENEWALS, SPARES, GRP SALVAGE FOR SALE 

DG 1000 Sailplane or Turbo DG 8088 Self-launching world leader 

Sole UK and Eire agents for DG Flugzeugbau and AMS Flight 
Member of the Guild of Mastercraftsmen 

.a JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LTD 
f!l Service with Security 

MEMBER 

• GenerallnsurarKe 
STANDARDS COUNCIL 

Probably the largest Sailplane Insurance 
Agency in EuroJJe 

With Sailplane clients from all over Europe, all receiving the same high 
standards of service and competitive prices 

Ou,- Policies now include free airside coverage jo,. your ea,- a11d you,. syudicate members cars 

JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LTD 
0044 (0)1420 88664 General Enquiries or 

Terry Joint 0044 (0)1420 88700 (Mobile 0044 (0)7802 708670) 
Bernadette Pollard 0044 (0)1420 88706 • Facsimile 0044 (0)1420 542003 

Joint Aviation Services Ltd 
No. 8 Old Aylesfield Buildings, Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton, Hants. GU34 4BY 

Or visit ou1· website @ http:/ / wwwjoint.co.uk • Or email bernadette.polkt,-d@joiutaviation.co.uk 

February - March 2004 7 
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Learning to Glide? 
No Course availability? 
Check out Shenington 

The Friendly Gliding Club 
We are special and this is how we do it: 
• Flying 7 days a week 

• Grass/Hard runways (weather resistant!) 

• Value for money courses- guaranteed 
number of launches 

• Professional Instructors- maximum ratio 2:1 

• Winch, Aerotow and Motorglider available 

• A friendly welcome to all visitors 

Clubhouse, Bunkhouse - Bar facilities avail­
able to members and visitors 

Shenington Airfield, Oxfordshire OX15 6NY 
Tel 01295 680008 • Email: gliding.club@virgin.net 

/."'t9~i~,.,J': / ORDER PARTS, REPAIR MATERIALS 

(:~
"" ~ & ACCESSORIES FROM THE 
~., . . _} EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONALS 

WE PERFORM 
ON THE GROUND 

TO KEEP YOU 
IN THE AIR! 
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To complement our existing 
workshop facilit ies you can now 

access a huge range of 
Parts, Repair Materials and 

Accessories from the comfort of 
you r own home- 24 hours a 
day, most items available for 

immediate d spatch. 

Simply v1s1t: 

WWW.SVSP.CO.UK 

Your letters 
Weatherjack 
I MUST make one or two points in reply to 
Rod Witter (So,1ring (ore asts, Decemb r 
2003-)anuary 2004, p91. In th four-plus 
yeMs I have been giving these fore asts, I 
have t>njoyt•cf r me rkably good hea lt.h . o t a 
single cby hJs b n lost JS a result of il lnes . 
Now, of course, th, t annllt be expected 
, lwJys to be so. I have ju ·t 1ualified for my 
free bus pass, so we must all he prepared for 
the occ,~ i on,ll rlown time- f.lOSsih ly w ithout 
being able to give loo much advance notice. 
And one ciJy I might like tu retire! 

Holidays, ancl ti mr•s when I <1 m doing live 
forec<1sting al competiti ons, have ,dwa)'S 
het n covered. The hulk of the work has been 
done by Aclri <1n Hatton, but he is a busy 
working ic~ rnwr, so it might not always be 
possib le to maint<1i n 100 per cent cover in 
the future. I am doing two comps in 2004 so 
those two periods need to be sorted out. 
Family holidays are, in fact, less of J problem. 
I am <J iways an arly ri ser - a couple of 
hours ahee~d of the rest o f the f,Jmily as a rul e 
-so I am quite h,1ppy lu do the forecJsts 
from my sister-in -law's u>lt,lge in C:ornwJ 11 

when we make the annuJI summer visit. 
The gr "cl ler con ·ern is for the longer term. 

I have tried to expla in my methods so that 
more and more people c,ln manJge DIY 
forecasts. But I reall)' would like to see J 
successor in the pipel in . Yes, il is ,1 labour 
of love und is dfc•ctivcly unpa id. For p rhaps 
·1 ,OOOhrs work .:~nnua ll y, it brings in less than 
£3,000 in voluntary donJtions and a handful 
of advert~. So think carefu ll y before you offer 
you r ·erv i ces ~ 

I am not w nv incccl that a BGA-funcl ·cl 
serv ice would he .:~ppropriale. it wou ld not 
suit me for the very reJson lhJl I would be 
under c1 much grcc~ter oblig<Jlion. I do my 
utmo. t to upd.:~ te the website on a daily basis 
during the soaring se.Json hec.1 us ~ I want lo, 
not out of Jn obligation . The fa ilures h,JVe 
been for external rei! sons- power cuts, ISP 
problem., source d<1 ta un<~vai l ablc, and ~o 
on. A forma l contr,JCt vvith tht• BGA would 
put me. in ,1 much more difiicult posi tion 
if for one reason or another, I were unable 
to deliver. it oulcl become a chore rather 
than a pi 01sure. 

So if there are Jny c•nthusiJsts who m ight 
be prepared to help, p lease >et in touch. 
A they say: " full trc1i ning given". I wou ld 
envisage initially th<JL person doing just two 
d<1ys per week dncl maybe working up from 
there. it IS fun <Jncl rewa rding (and it m<Jke 
me feel less guilty when I don' t turn up at 
the club .:~ t er at k oi dawn to help g t the 
g li der~ out') Strang · as it might sound, my 
main kilk out of gliding is when I haVL' 
forecast a "b ig day" and I subsequently heM 
of a large numbl.!r of OOs or more. Th<J t is 
more satisfying than the pathetica lly slow 
300 thJt I still o ·casiona lly fly myself. 
Jack Harri on, via email 

All the best - the K-6E! 
IN the October issue (Who needs glass? 
1-'22), I was r~.:•olly surprised th,lt Mr i\ drian 
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Emck changed his glider back from LS8 to K­
Gf! In previous S&Cs, Mr Adrian sometimes 
appeared <Jnd I like reading his h e<t rt-be~ l­
ing, ch<J IIenging flight stories. 

Previously, I had flown a K-6F belonging 
to my club. In 1998, I bought my own K-6F 
at I<Jst, which came from Lasham - HGA 
numb r 1489, n<lmed "CES " . I hild found 
this secondhand K-6r: in S&C classified 
section in December 1 gg7. lt said: "U 
JOUkms and two SOOkms- exceptional 
machine" . Of course I had recognised at 
once that this belonged to Mr Adri<ln Emck 
and his synd icate. I hJd, sk d Japane e 
glider import agent Mr ltoh to contact the 
owner. And she is with me from th<Jt time 
on. Flying over the beautifu l Japanese 
mountains, Mr Adrian's favourite XK-1 0 
vario is sti 11 whistling to me: "Do your best, 
the I ift is here". 

One of my dr ams of gliding life is to 
wri te the story for S&C readers titled: 
"Fourteenth 300km in Japan Alps over 
IO,OOOft". My glider base is in Nagano city, 
where the winter Olympics w<Js held in 
1998. N<JgJno is a famous mountain skiing 
Me;-~ and ~ lope I ift, waves and convergences 
are often appeared. 

I guess that CES is happy staying over 
these mountains with refurbished wings and 
new instrumental p<1 nel. I sometimes fly with 
glass bird and even w ith some bt-lype glider 
of my friends. But my dream stil l exists: 
"Fourt enth JOOkm in Japan" . 

We will send our largest yell to Mr Adl"ian 
Emck, from CES and myself. 

Have happy life being in the sky. 
Atsushi Taneda, via emai/ 

Avoiding parachute drop zones 
BACK in the summer when pl,l nning a lJsk 
which wou ld take me near a parachuting 
si te I tri ed tu find its co-ordinates so I could 
prugr.llll my GPS with a prox imity alarm to 
warn me uf my appro,lch to their drop zone. 
This proved mur difficult thJn expected; the 
information is nut (numerica lly) on the 1/2 
mil. chart or the JCCOmpanying frequency 
card. Added to that, the site in question 
has no obvious ground fultures to mark its 
location. Since then I've spent more time 
searching for the information and the most 
accessible thing I've found is J clickable 
map 011 the British Parachute Association 
website but I don't think the information 
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Left: CES and its new owner at Nagano, Japan 

Right: Caroline Trust bursary winners 

there is complete and it's certain ly not 
presented in a way to promote flight safety. 

VVith the help of the BPA I did eventuall y 
obtain a definitive list, in the form of the 
re lev<Jilt pages from UK AlP. l'v since 
found J copy on the C.J-\A website at 
www.caa. eo. uk/c/ocs/64/DAP_ACD _3 _ VFR_ 
Air.space.pclf- <~gain , this wils not easy to 
find. Th is document <1lso conta ins deta ils of 
all UK Danger, Prohibited and Restricted 
Areas but not glider winch l<1unch sites. 
I've transcribed the parachute drop zone list 
into Garmin formal for upload as proximity 
way points w ith the Jl,l rm tr iggering half <l 

mile from the zone boundary and offered 
the file to the BGA for inclusion 011 its 
website, hopefully th is w ill make the DZs 
easier to ,woid next season. 

I've also tried to find co-ordinJte detJi ls 
of winch launch sites and I've reached the 
conclusion that the situiltion is nu better 
than for th pilrachule DZs. The information 
can be extracted from the 13GA turning point 
list by filtering the points w ith a lil! designator 
down lo gl iding sites hut this is not in a 
suitable formal for GA pil ts p lanning t·o 
avoid lh haz<Jrds (always assuming they 
appreciate the problem). 

I don't fly power myself so I've no ideJ 
how mu h use GA pilots mJke of modern 
aids for flight plann ing and navig,l lion. 
Of course the CAA charts are st ill the 
primary source of information for nav igation 
but possibly more could be done in the 
legend to class cables and DZs as hnzard -. 

As for modern aids I think the BGA, 
BPt\ and CAA COLrld all do more to make 
information of hazards avaii<Jble in computer 
-re<1dabl , forrna l. This shouldn't cost much 
and if it is used to improve the avoidance 
of hazards, and therefore to improve flight 
safety, it must be worth doing. 
Richard Dann, via email 
A downlodddble tile ofp~r.1dwtt< o· in Garmin fonn<Jt is 

now at www.gliding.co.u bg.tinlo/airsp.tce/gps.htm - Ed 

Can the Caroline Trust help you? 
MANY people in the gliding movement wi ll 
not be aware of the Caroline Trust, which 
was founded in 1999 and is now a 
Registered Charity. The Trust hJs hJd a 
successful progrJmme of bursaries for young 
people, enabling them to learn to fly. 

After appro<Jches to loca l secondary 
schools the staff helped select eight pupils 
who would benefit from the experience of 
being in a gliding club and learning to fly. 
Laura, Rosanna, Sophie, <Jnd D<lVicl were our 
first tudents. The burs<Hies, wh ich are also 
subsidised by the Derbyshire anrl L<mcashire 
GC, give the students as much flying as they 
can do for one year. 

The benefits to the students are not only 
I arning to fl y ... withi n a glid ing club they 
become part of a community where people 
can only participate in their spurt by helping 
each other and their club. They encounter 

and make friends with members of all ages, 
occupations, bilckgrounds and temp~'raments 1 

If there is such a th ing a> tiP universil)' of 
li fe this is an interesting classroom. Members 
al l agree tha t i t's been great to watch these 
young people grow in ski lls and confidence. 

The Trust's objectives <Jre to encourage 
young people to take up and improve thei r 
gl iding and also to help disabled people to 
('xperience <mcl participate in the sport. 
The Trust now wants to expand its horizons 
and would like to invite people in the 
gl iding movement to 01pproilch the Trust 
for funding if they see a need that fits the 
Trust's objectiv s. 

So, does your club have <1 young person 
who would benefit from a bursary? Are 
there young people out ther who need to 
improve their fl ying experiences? Is there 
someth ing your club needs wh ich would 
improve filc ilities for dis<Jblecl people? 

If so, ema il carolinetrust@tideswell.ne/ or 
ca ll me on 01298 872496. I am keen to 
k ep formalities to a minimum. 
Pete Roberts, Chairman, Caroline Trust 

A gong for Guy and Paul? 
SURELY there must be an honour somewhere 
for Guy Westga te and his pal Paul for their 
intrepid voyaging (Heading For Etna, 
October-November 2003, pJ4 and Rain, 
steam and speed, December 2003-January 
2004, p 4 ? Some of u have en joyed adven­
tu res in ailplanes, in different 
countri0s, but su rely neve.r an epic on this 
sca le? OK; so they burned a bi t of petrol t() 
achieve thei r dream but, li ke J slick of 
Blackpool Rock, they cle,1rly have "glider 
pi lot" runn ing through their whole being, 
and are not powered aerial tourists. 

In the absence of a knighthood for such 
romanti cs of the air, perhaps the BGA has 
some suitable award? 
Yours in awe, 
Rod Witter, Lleweni Pare, via email 

Think of my position ... 
I WELCOME the <Jrticle on the BGA webs ite 
by John Hoskins Jbout w inching and the »-

Please send letters (marked "for publication') to the 

editor at editor@sailptaneandgliding.co.uk or the 

address on p3. including your full contact details. 

The deadline for the next issue is February 10 
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Your letters 
rez!l point about the pilot needing to fly safely 
during a norm,1l launch (w•vw.glidingco.ukl.>af~t y). 
As a proud winch driver and solo pilot, 
I havE• always felt it is my responsibility to 
work hard to make sure the pilot has every 
chance of flying both a safe ,1nd value-for­
money launch, and always fee l pride when 
feedback from my colleagues suggest th ey 
like me to launch them for these very reasons. 

My view is that there are two people 
~wrforming on every launch <llld as winch 
driver I ,1lso have a duty to do my part well 
to support the pilot and to take th e utmost 
care in that responsibility. But there is no 
formal recogniti on about this ro le and my 
duty. The quality of my input norm ally 
comes only from th e hunches I get when 
starting to launch an aircraft. Wheth er the 
pi lot is competent or not comes from 
observation of him or her in Jcti on as I see 
them rotate into the clim b ,1ncl comparing 
them with th e patterns I'm expecting to see. 
If I don't we those patterns I react accord­
ingly as far as I am able to. 

I often expect our K-1 Js to have vari ab le 
launches - it may be the pupil in control ­
and try to reflect this by limiting my inputs 
if I think the pil ot is learning since it is more 
likely them than me, ,1nd in thJt case it is 
most important I act consistently. 

However, I hJve often been surprised by 
the quality of launches from more advanced 
.olo pilot!Jircraft and Jlso from experi enced 
private owners whu seem hell -bent on 
working against rne. Some pilots also have a 
tendency to dictate the vvay th ey wJnt me to 
launch th em, and often whcn I do thJt they 
end up with safe hut r oor launches- and it 
doesn't help my reput<l tion in those CJses' 

I usuJIIy Jssume every pilot could do with 
some help on the IJunch and have discovered 
th at although I otcdsionally have a tendency 
to be marginally fJster <J nd rarely slower, 
th ey do apprec iate my efforts and th e quality 
of th e service I provide. If feedback is correct, 
my style seem. t give the Jdvantage to th e 
pil ot in both controiiJb ility opti ons for him 
or her to react to launch occurrences and 
better launch hei ght. However, although 
I am unpaid, I don't offer my thoughts about 
their part in the l<lllnch prim,uily because 
they are paying for this servi ce to my club 
and I don't fee l until now I should have J 

ri ght to offer this feedback. 
However, maybe the rea I advance for both 

parties "flying" a launch is recognising the 
part each other pl ays. The US Navy recog­
nises the rol e of the LJncling SignJls O fficer 
for improv ing th e carri er landing 
perform ance of very pil ot. I often get feed­
back on my performance as winch driv r 
whi ·h I very much welcome and indeed 
I JCtively seek. I now ask: if I were winching, 
would you, Js th e pilot, be equally receptive 
to me offering some feedb<Jck on your.? And 
(opening up a c<J n oi worms here, I know) 
morally, should I consider refusing to launch 
you unl ess you shovv w illingness to ;vork 
with rJther th an against me on our launches? 
Paul Lazenby, via email 
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Wave cloud over Crete (M Kouvidis) 

lcarus - the truth 
I HAVE long held th e beli ef th J.t th e story of 
lcJrus is not entirely fJble. All the ancient 
c ivi I iS<llions had stories connected with 
fli ght - he it Peg~ sus, 1v\ercury, a carpet, 
SupermJn or lc<1rus, the dream was th ere. 
The ea rly Mediterranean people w ere skill ed 
at building very sophisticated sailing vessels 
and nJvigating over grea t distances. 

To this day lcarus is a loca l hero in Crete. 
Who is to say thJt he did not actuJIIy build 
a simple hang-glider and soar? 

Today, anyone equipped with a ball of 
strin g, a coupl e o f hotel sheets and a Swiss 
Army knife to cut and shape the local 
bamboo could build a rogallo-type hang­
glider beiore lunch. 

Th e vvave systems set up by the 8,000ft 
mountains have to be seen to be believed. 
With this in mind I offer my rhyming history 
of the birth oi ilight as we know it todJy. 
Chris Ellis, OSWESTRY, Shropshire 

f'l islory, so it is sa id, 
W,1 s writ IJy folks a long time clm d 
Re lating all the great e vt>nls -
I'm sure with all the best intents 
(Tho ugh m ost of them, I wo uld cleclarc, 
Were ne ver actually there ). 
And with the slow elapse of time 
Came subtle changes, quite sublime 
Ti.J m,Jke the story understood 
Hy simple souls for common good. 
There fore, some m oral tales are told, 
In myth and legends very old, 
To keep us on, .in many ways, 
Th e straight and nil rtD\V, all o ur da ys. 

O ne t;Jble full of advice sound 
To keep our feet firm on the gmund 
And shoot d() wn dreams, howe ver slight, 
Of dabbling in wile/thoughts o f flight 
Recounts a tale of clad and son 
From Cretan town, Heraklion. 
it says the fath er; Daede lus, 
Be lie ved that without too much fuss 
Wings could IJe made from things to hand 
To sail the skies above the land 
And jo in the hirds in joyful play 
(The goa l of man for muny a clay). 

/carus, a son with guts, 
Did not think rlarl complete ly nuts: 
Ti.>gether, working as a team 
They 1;1shionerl wings towards the ir dream. 
lv1arle from feathers bo und by wax 
-the Minoans passed this oH as ti1ct. 

Th <~ wings had just sufficient span 
To bear aloti a smallish man. 
Anc/ lcarus - being young and slight ­
Silid: "! will make tht' testing ilight", 
With wings strapped tight upon eil ch arm 
Took off in early morning calm. 
As he bravely flapped away 
The sun came up to warm the del )' 
And, rising higher with each IJeat, 
HE· soon b •gan to feel the heat. 
Emotions high with great elation 
W ere dashed, by wing disint egration. 
Feathers cam e o ut one by one 
Loosened by the blazing sun. 
So /carus, this son so brave, 
Ended in a w.1tery gravt•. 

The m oral of this tale of old 
Is- don't he /ieve a 1vord you're told· 
The people of this ancient time 
Had IJrains as good as yours and mine 
And when it came to means of flight 
Could surely make things work out right. 
As Daecle lus s,.Jt deep in thought 
Atop the cliffs around the port 
He noted ho w the wind did hlow 
The sailing vessels clo wn helow 
And how the gannets soarerl with ease 
Above him on the evening breeze . 
Th en cam e the irlea monwnent,1!: 
Use those sails - hut horizontal. 

He and lcarus, with a will 
And using every bit of skill 
Set out to builrl a kite -like wing 
With bamhoo fXlles ancl cloth anrl string . 
\1\fhen at last the task was rlorw 
Duel just sa id: "Go and 0)" my son". 
\1\lith an ,1ir o f ·•xpeCidtion 
Th ey rem o vet1the ir ne w (Jeation 
Half-way up the nearby slope. 
lcarus, suffused with hope, 
Faced towards pre vailing zephyrs 
Stepped out ... and rose without (fort. 
Coursing out c1long the hill, 
The northerly propelled him still 
Higher as h • soarerlthe f;Ke ­
Amazed and joyful at the grace 
With which he climlJcc/th c m ountains hiijh 
Up into the evening sky. 

Alas ! He did not understand 
Th e w,we, set up by lumpy lane/. 
As gentle lift conv -yer/ him higher 
Th e joy of flight, his great desire 
-along with lack of oxygen 
At altitudes •.vhere air is thin­
Cws "d him to quietly fall asleeJJ 
Rather than p lummet to the deep. 
No~v to r all that we mav knmv, 
Above those motmta ins ·capped in snow 
The first to taste the greatest thrill 
Is tlwting, ti-ozen, up there, still. 
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De~elopment news 

EASA and coaching on the agenda 
THE sixth BGA Club C:h<1 irmcn's 

Conference was held ri t The Soaring 
Centre, Husbands 8osworth on 

Sat urd.:~y, November 1, 2003 . A fine day pro­
duced a good atlendanc w ith 
52 delegates, repr~·sentin0 3b clubs from 
as far Jfield J · Devon and D eside. 

The purpose of the conference was 
twofo ld . Firstly, a consultation exerc ise was 
h •Id on propo Jls for the futu r of the BGA 

oaching Op mtion. Secondl y, it served to 
disseminJte information on a w ide rJnge of 
issues th<J t dire tly Jffect gliding clubs. 

In his welcoming address, BGA Chairnl<ln 
David Roherts warned ch,1irmen of the threat 
of EU legislation to the freedoms enjoyed by 
the l:lGA for self-governance and sel f-regula­
tion. MaintJining those freedoms is J contin­
uing batt le, invo lv ing !lldn)' hour. work by 
cledicJted volunteers, some of w hom 
addressed the conference. 

Kevin Moloney, hainnan o f the BGA 
Sa ic ty Commitke <1 ncl CFI o f CJmbridge GC, 
outlined proposals to reinstate a programme 
of BGA Safety Evenings. Kevin has designed 
<J presentation which d r<1ws upon h is 
20 ye,us experience as a militar·y helicopter 
p ilot and which he w ill tak around the 
regions during the w inter, on .1 tri,JI basis, 
with a view to delegating the task to others 
in 2004. Club h<Jirmen were invited to hust 
a FlGA Safety Even ing at their own c lubs. 

The European Aviation S<Jfety Agency 
(EASA) <J nd the po tential threc1t to the BGA 
from EU regulation was the subject o f David 
Roberts' address. Effectiv sin e September 
2003, th e EASA has the power· to regulate 
gliding and could impose <J il cldditiona l layer 
of bureaucracy without necess,1rily achieving 
Jny improvement in safety. 

Fu ll i mp lement<:~tion w ill take at least two 
years, starting w ith Certifi ca tion ,1nd 
Registration io llowecl by Maintenan ·e, Pilot 
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Chairmen and BGA representatives at the sixth club chairmen's conference (David Trotter) 

Licensing and lastl y, Operations. The b -st w 
can hope is th<Jt the BGA can continue to 
regui<Jte on behvlf of the C!\A and with the 
c1pprova l of EASA. The BGA hvs the b<Jcking 
of the CAA ,1ncl the D epartment for Transport 
as <J competent authority. The 
clangers of over-regulation are very rea l and 
cou ld mean a )Af\ Class 2 medicJI certificate 
vvou ld be requ ired for all glider pilots. 

There is still a great dea l to be done and 
the burden of front-line negotiation is falling 
mainly on the shoulders of the BGA 
Chairman and Terry Slater. 

Phillip Burton, a po lice offic r with special 
responsibilities for Child Protecti on, provided 
a brici address on Lhe ne 'cl for· adequate 
child protection poli c ies at gliding cl ubs, 
inc luding the appoi ntment o f a child 
protection offi er. His re-dppra isa l gave a 
much wi der apprec iation of the scope o i the 
prob lem for <Jny club that allows under 
18-year-olds on the fi eld. Th is is not just cl n 
issue of child abuse but of operationa l 
responsibility and insurance requirements. 

Phi l l ip warned ch<J irmen that if they fa iled 
to observe the requirements of the Ch ild 
l'rotection Act, the "Old Rill " might come 
knocking at the door. A n w Ch ild 
Protection 1-'"ack and in-house trJ ini ng 
scheme w<ts being developed for the 13GA. 

1i rry Slater then spoke Jbout the CAA's 
approach to Adventurous Aviation Activit'ies 
in crea ting another tier between commerc ial 
and privnte Jviation interests. As <1 result o f 
the working group, with which Terry has 
been involved, ther> are' now better 
prospects for being allowed to provide 
joyrides in gliders. No longer will it be 
necessJ ry to have a commerc ial licence nd 
a public transport C o f A in order to charge 
for givi ng pleasure ilights, other than trial 
lessons. However, new Codes of Prilcticc 
must iirst be approved by the C.A.A. 

The SOJri ng Centre's catering team re<J IIy 
excelled themselves in providing a first-c lilss 
buffet lunch, which W<lS much enjoyed. After 

lunch and the gr up photograph, 
BGA Vice-President Dick Dixon opened the 
afternoon's proceedings by outlining the 
options fac ing the Executive Committee 
regarding the future of the BGA's coaching 
operatio n. Dick is currently chairing <J small 
working group cha rged with reviewing the 
coaching operation and recommend ing 
options for the fu tu re. He w<ts supported by 
the o ther two members o f the group, Keith 
1\1\ansell <tnd Bob Pettifer. 

;\fter eight ye<t rs' successfu l operation in 
co-operation w ith the RAFGSA at Bicester, 
the BGA now has to make o ther <:mange­
ments. This creates an oppo rtun ity to take 
ca refu l stock oi what we are dn i ng and to 
re-consider its relevance for future training 
demands - pJrticular ly in the context of 
EASA. D etails oi the current coaching 
cJrr,lngements, Instructor and Region<JI 
Examiner organisation <Jnd Jssoc iatcd 
costings were provided to the de leg<ltes, 
who were divided into six synd icates. Each 
syndicate w ,1s provided with a question 
wh ich it W<JS invited to consider and then tu 
comment and report on its fi ndings. 

The syndicate questions embraced a bro<td 
range of re levant problems <Jnd the sess ion 
w<Js concluded wi th an open forum discus­
sion, bringing in a ll three members()( the 
BGA Working Group, w ho answered ques­
tions and provided feedback. 

Dick then undertook to Lake the synd ica tes' 
views and thought-provoking comments 
fu lly into account when presenting the work­
ing group's recommendations to the BGA 
Executive Committee. 

By popu lar opinion, it w <Js a successful 
day, which met its objectives and further 
enh<1nced the place of the annual Club 
Cha irmen's Conference as an irnport<Jnt delle 
in the BG!\'s ca lendar. A digest of the 
present,ltions, together w ith full detai ls 
o f the syndica te questions and responses, 
is av<Jilable from the BGA office. 
Roger Cootc, BGA Development OHicer 
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THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 

'P~ 

lnuease your airtime 
The best of Ridge Soaring from 

Southerly through to North Easterly 

Suat(h the Ridge with (onfiden(e 
Large Airfield at t'he base of the hill 

S(otland's Premier Training Site 
Training Courses for 2004 

Clubhouse accommodalion, caravan and camping space 

Call lrene on 01592 840543 
The Scottish Gliding Centre 

Portmoak Airfield, Scotlandwell KYI3 9JJ 
Web http://www.scottishglidingcenlre.co.uk 

email: office@scottishglidingcentre.co.uk 

The Motor Glider Club 
offer. 

NPPL Courses 
RT Course & Testing Centre 
Rotes Duu! 

Motor Glider £55ph 
C150/2 from £70ph 

!fire 

£45ph 

NPPI. Courses frum £750 

Hll'ITON IN THE HEDGES AJFIELD 
Tel: 01295 812775 
!11 /lssucictliOII ll'ilh 

Tel. 01865 370814 

SF 25C Rotax-Falke 
THE IDEAL MOTORGUDER 
FOR TRAINING, SOARING, 
CRUISING AND AEROTOW 

SCHEIBE-FLUGZEUGBAU 
GMBH 

J) .H~1 2l !);tckttl, ,\u~u~r - J> Ltl t z J~ tr .. U 

Td: 110·1'! Hl:\1 720ti.'\ m 720ki • F:t ~: ~7 .1(,0k~ 

UK Contact: Peter Serge Fink 
Tel: 01293 885147 • Fax: 01293 873214 
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National Gliding Week 

Is your club ready to take part in National Gliding Week? 

By O V\1, yuu sh oul d have hea rd about 
our pl;ms for Nation al G liding Week. 
Even bett er, perhaps your cluh is 

arranging an event that will forrn part of the 
ce lebrations, which will take pl ace between 
June 19 and 2G. I'd like to take this opportu­
nity to se t out what National Gliding W eek is 
(and what it isn't ) and t~o explain some of the 
reasons why w e are holding it. 

Vl/e are always lonking for ways to 
increase the coveJ-a ge of gliding in th e press_ 
As I've expl ained in these columns before, 
this isn 't publicity for publicity's sake 
(although there's nothing much wrong with 
that). By raising th e profil e, we ,m• aiming to 
attract more peopl e into th e sport, encouragt" 
rnorc external funding, ,1nd gain rnore medi<l 
interest. 200] gave us many good excuses 
for press coverage- Jez Hood's win in th 
World Junior Championshirs, foll owed by 
Andy Davi s' w in in th e vVorld Standard 
CIJss. We haven't got as much world 
championship ac tivity this yea r, although 
we are hopeful that 1\Jational Gliding Week 
will be topped off by a win in th e Club Class 
World Championships in Norway_ 

However, it 's not just c mpeti tive gliding 
stori s that we want to see in the media. For 
every competition pilot, th ere are probably 
another 20 who enj oy tlw sport by setting 
their own challenges. Our publicity plan 
calls for both competitive gliding and what 
I call "lifestyle gliding" to be fea tured. 

By definition, lifestyle gliding isn ' t 
parti cularly newsworthy anclwe have to 
be constantly on th e look-out for fea tures 
opportuniti es to exploit. The idea behind 
1\J ati onal Gliding W eek is to focus every~ 
body's attention on gliding fo r a short, 
concentrated period and to showcase th e 
sport in front of th e largest possible number 
of people. We also hope that tlw concept 
itself will be sufficiently newsworthy to 
generate pr~ss coverage. 1\Jational Gliding 

Week <Jiso gives us an ex tra selling point 
whe.n trying to place features in cl w ide r<mge 
of publications- national press, lifestyle 
magaz ines, and so 011. Vl/e be lic~ve that a 
concentr,ltion of activity over ,1 short tirne 
period will prove effective. 

VVe hope that th e event will be a success 
and we plan to rnake it a fea ture of the 
gliding calend<1r every ye<Jr, including in 
2005, when 13rit,lin will host the junior 
World Championships. So w hat will 
Na tional Gliding W eek compri se? 

Basi ca lly, it is an umbrella, under which 
c lubs throu ghout th e country Gl n organise 
events. \Ne wJnt as many c lubs as possibl e 
to r·ise to the chall enge and put something on 
during th e week. Events can take just .1hout 
any form, including: 
• open dit)'S 

• displays ell shopping centres 
• sponsored events 
• fl y ing dc wn to dusk on th e longest day 
• competitions with your loca l papers 
• aerob,'l ti c displays 
• school courses 

\Nhatever forrnJt an event takes, all we ask 
is that it is something that has public appeal, 
that you promote it locally, ;md that you let 
us kn ow about it. 

W e will b promoting Nati on,l l Gliding 
Week to, wide a publi c as possibl e, not 
JUSt to th e press_ Th ere will be a ciE·cli ca ted 
wcbsitc - www.nationcllglidingweek. co.uk­
that will provide a comprehensive r,mge or 
background information about gliding (both 
for the publi c and the press) and list all the 
events organised throughout the country_ 

The [3CA will provide a range of too ls, 
includ ing logos, posters and pro forma pr-ess 
releases to help participating clubs promote 
th eir events to th eir community. 

\t\le arc certain that parti c ipation in 1'\l<ltional 
Gliding Week will bendit all parti es . Club 
events will benefit from the central promotion 
that 1\!ational Cliding \IVeek will offer. 
\!\fide" club support will produce <111 exce ll ent 
cel ebration o f gliding with strong public 
interest and increased public ity opportuniti es . 

We all want 1\!<.l!ional Gliding We 'k to be 
a success, but without th e support of clubs 
throughout the country, from the l.:1rgesl to 
th e small est, the initiative will fail! Hopefully, 
your cluh will have dec ided to parti.cipJte by 
holding an event. If not, please consider 
ra king a lead - it's not ton late. \ . 
Keith Auchterlonie, BGA Communications Officer ~ 
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They include. • R o 1i hoe 1rport P1 -Up and Drop-Off • Hotel • Vehrde ro use wh1le at 
Mtnd n • A Two H u Ain re Ch • Unlimrt d Flymg Eoch Day • A 5,000 QFE 

Tow Each Day • Oxyg n • Porochul • Barograph • Badge Processmg 

5 Day Packag I ,099, 7 Days $ J A99, J 0 Days $2, J 69 
Your ho1c f o1rcraH - G I 03 02 s LS3A or DISCUS 8, Ml I IMBUS B, LSA 

E·mail: soarminden@ ernet.net. W b: ttp//www.soarminden.com 

ROGER TAKGETI' 
Sailplane Services 

Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
Nympsfield, Nr. Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GL10 3TX 

Te/: Workshop (01453) 860861 • Home (01453) 860447 
Mobile 07850 769060 

Tel: 775 782 7627. Fax: 775 782 6505 

Offering outstanding workmanship, efficiency and service in: 
* All glass, carbon. kevlar, wood and metal repairs and modifications 

* Motor glider engine approval 

* C of A renewals and general maintenance 

* Weighings, including accurate in flight C of G positioning 

* Re-finishing in all types of gel coat and paint 

* Hard wax polishing 

* Competition sealing 

* BGA and PFA approved 

* Canopy perspex replacement 

- email roger@targett40.freeserve.co.uk * A1rcraft recovery 

www.sailplaneservices. eo. uk 

' 

ave monev - Buv Tickets in adv nee 
IUIIIw.theoutdoorssho .c .uk 
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BGA Gliding Confer nee 2 4 
Eastwood Hall Conference Centre, Nottingham 

Saturday 6 March 2004 

• Leisure Facilities including swimming pool & Jacuzzi, available to all. 
• Accommodation • £32.50pp (based on two sharing) 
• Lunch • £15 for a hot and cold 3 course buffet, or £5 for rolls/sandwiches 

(pre-booking required). 
Unlimited tea/coffee/biscuits throughout the day· £5. 

( \ 

1 10.00am Welcome 

10.15am Faulkes Flying Foundation 

10.45am Rise in Costs· Fall in Cover 
The implications of the BGA Insurance Po 
that may affect your cover 
Have Your Say - Open Debate 

11.30am Coffee 

12.00am Instructing a new approach? 
How should we structure our training to enable 
people to become qualified pilots quickly? Is the 
current system adequate? Should we do more or 
less in-house training? 
Have Your Say - Open Debate 

1.00pm Lunch 

2.30pm Annual General Meeting 
Including Trophy Awards 

3.45pm Ted Lysakowski Trust 

3.55pm Exhibitions· Tea/Coffee 

4.30pm Lembit Opik 

S.OOpm Jerry L. Ross 
NASA Astronaut 

6.30pm Close 

B.OOpm Pre Dinner Drinks 
8.30pm Dinner 
10.00pm After Dinner Speaker 

Gerhard Weibel 
10.30pm Live Music 
2.00am Close 

,; 

The Dinner in the evening is always a very popular event and tickets are limited to 250. 
lt is strongly recommended you book early ... strictly by ticket only • £24 per person 

For more information and to book your tickets, call the BGA Office on 0116 2531051 or 
email debbie@gliding.co.uk. Or book online at www.gliding.co.uk 

For accommodation bookings, please contact Eastwood Hall directly. 
Tel: 01773 532532, Fax: 01773 532533. 

See also their web site:www.hayley-conf.co.uk/pages/eastwood.html 

I 
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PLATYPUS 

Europeless, OR, the Dismal 
Science raises its ugly head 

OLD-SHOWER time. Bra .e yourselves ! 
Thi s from The Times 18 December 2003: 
In the space of under two years the Euro 
has risen 40 per cent against the US Dollar, 
anc/15 per cent against the UK Pound. 

(Leave a paragraph-hreak here, Mac/am 
Editor - I want this horror to sink in .) 

Therefore, on the price of a new, fu lly­
instrum ~ntecl German I 5-metre racing ship 
delivered in J n<>w German tr,1 iler, th,l t 
meJns a price ri se of about US $40,000 
to an American pil ot eJgcrly anticip,lting the 
l~ac ing Class N,ltionals, and a more modest 
£10,000 tu his British counterpJrt. (Don't 
ask ,11Jout pen Class ships, please.) 

l)urchases of new German gliders in 
the USA had already come close to collapse 
in the spring oi 2003, and since then the 
situation h<ts got even worse for US 
sa ilp iJne importers. 

"Ah, well, evt~rything goes in cycles, and 
it' ll right itself in the long term," you say 
smug/)' if you are a classica l economist 
-or just a bar-room philosoph r, which is 
much the same thing, plus some clewr 
graphs. However, in the long term we Jre all 
de<1d, as the world 's greJtest economist, 
K"ynes, r minds us. Any glider pi /ut drawing 
an o ld <Jge pension can iorg t about wa iting 
for this crisis to right itself. it won't get back 
to normiJ I, whatever thJt means, during his 
likel)' fu ture so<~ ring career. 

As to the poor importers, it is better if 
they are also in the business of repiliring 
old gliders, esr ecially if the own rs keep 
wrecking them - well, you can only live in 
hope. There's gold in them thar old ships, 
my lad; look Jitcr them lovingly. Ameri ·,1n 
importers wili also do well if as a ' ideline 
they s ll fli ghts or rent gl iders to v isiting 
Europeans -see below. 

Yes, the good news is that it you own 
an Jirworthy German glider (note the 
qualifica ti on), don't pilrt wi th it chee1ply. 
A steep ri se in the price of new cars, houses, 
horses or brides - in those ountries whEre 
su h mercenary tr<~nsactions are part of the 
culture- means <1 corresponding, though not 
nccess<Jril)' pro ra ta, increase in the price of 
t h used version of the s<Jme items. The 
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pent-up demand hils to find an outlet some­
where. The other good news is that the USA 
is tremendous val ue for money ils J vacati on 
destina tion, especially if you are from the 
Eurozone, g, France ilnd Germany. 

Even for us British pilots (1.40 divided by 
1 .1 .'i = 1.22) there has been a 22 per cent 
improvement in what we get for our Pounds 
in just two years. So, for what it 's worth, my 
counsel to you is: 
• Keep that old ship in spark ling condi tion; 

Drive a hard bargain if you sell . (I should 
deciilfe <~ n interest - I am try ing to se ll 
shares in two gliders- but the advice is 
still valid); 

• Make sure insuriJnce values reflect the 
rocketing replacement cost if your pride 
Jnd joy is a total write-ofi. (In the 
infi Jtion•-craz.y 1970s I insured ,1 £7,000 
Kestrel 19 for L9,000. I was then easily 
ablE' to buy a re!J iaccment Kestrel when 
Mr' Platypus demolished the first one in 
the mother of oil j<tck-knife disasters, 
whi ch is still t lk ' cl ahout in motorway 
eat ' s up ,1 nd clown the ent ire I ngth of 
the J'v\1 .); 

• Go west, young pi lots, and sample the 
Pennsylvania ridges in the spring, or the 
18,000ft cloudbases of ColorildO and 
Nev<Jd~ in the summer. 

• Ti) prevt?nt a stream of letters ti"om economic 
per/ants: the prohlem today is not general 
world-wide inflation as in the 1970s but thE.' 
sliding past ea h other, like tectonic plates, 
of major currencies. You' ll b r: g !Jd to hear 
that I won '1 IJother to analyse here why this 
is happening. just take my word for it. 

Sparkling condition 

This is Volmet South, 
and I wouldn't land there 

if I were you 

I don't know when I first had <J 360-channel 
radio- I think it was in ·1973 - but I became 
a keen user of London Vo lmet on 128.6 as 
soon ,1s I hiJclthe choice of frequencies. lt 
was, and is st ill, useful for getting an ideJ 
of what the weather is doing <:~ round the 
country once you have set off on a big task. 
Before GPS cJme along 12 years ago, I al so 
used Vo lmet to get an ideJ of the w ind 
direction if I was getting low and po sibly 
need ing to /,1 nd soon. I WitS all the more 
keen a listc'ner to Volmct Jfter I su ffered lwo 
field-liJnding crashes in the 1970s: in both 
cases the wind had gone through more than 
90 degrees si nce t<Jke-off and I had piled 
noisily into whJt should h,we been the 
upwind fence, sligh tly injuring myself each 
time. Wheel-brakes were truly lousy in those 
dJys, he adds by way of self-excu/pJtion. 

I must have been very na'1·ve in th >se clays 
- JS opposed to th~, ophisticated man o f 
the world that I now ,1m - since I genuinely 
beli v d that there was a little fe llow w ith 
a BB ac · nt sitting in J booth near 
Heathrow, pia ·idly rc~d ing out the s t <~ t E' of 
the weather hour ilfter hour w ith not a sign 
of boredom or fatigue. Well, I thought, 
there are rnore tedious jobs, such Js being 
iJ hook-keeper or a hicken-sexer. (Indeed, 
I wonder how airline pilots stay <1w,1ke 
sometimes. IJerhJps they don 't, of course. 
So long as someone wak >s them ior di nner 
Jnd for the IJnding bit, nobody will notice 
if they take a little zizz.) 

The nHn in the booth never seemed 
concerned <~bout the vile cond itions he 
was describing, or about the pilots' and 
passengers' welfare. A northerly ga l 
howling str,1 ight <:~cross the single runway 
at Luton, coupled w ith zero visib il ity and 
a 500ft cloudbase throwing down sleet 
<lnd hail, never provok cl him to whistle and 
rem<Jrk, " jeez, I wouldn 't want to put down 
there! \1\ihy not try Stilrlstedt' Nowildays the 
midd le-agedm<Jn w ith the BBC <~ccent has 
been replaced by a young woman w ith a 
Southend accent; politicil l nrrectness has 
struck <~ga in. However, they do say women's 
voices carry better over the radio. 

Sailplane & Gliding 



During the 1980s my hahit of switching 
from th e gliding frequency to Volmet to get a 
wind for landing got me into trouble, twice. 
On those two occasions I failed to hear 
glider pilots on the grouncl frantically calling 
me to say: "Don 't land here'" The first time it 
was to say the ground was far too rough, as I 
discovered when I barrelled in blissfully 
unaware and the underca rriage promptly 
co llapsed. The second time Chris Rollings 
and the late Ted Lysakowski tried to warn me 
thilt the cut crop they had landed on 
was not hay but oil-seed rape awaiting 
harvest, and that on seeing n1e about to join 
them the farmer w<1s now doing a passable 
imitation of Hitler learning of the fall of 
Stalingrad, and WJS rummaging around for 
some anti-aircraft ordnance to blow me out 
of the sky. Not best pleilsed, in other words. 
The farmer later resortE·d to litigation, which 
proved more piliniul than J bJckside full of 
buckshot, I can tell you. 

You might ask about those two cases: 
" If there were gliders already on the ground, 
why did you not ca ll the pilots and ask 
th em about the wind direction, suitability 
of surface, etc?" The answer is that I h;we 
hardly ever made sue essful contact in those 
circumstances - th e pilots vvere usually awJy 
at a phone organisin g their retrieve 
- th i was before mobile phones were 
common. If th ey were nea r their radios and 
[f their radios wer 'W it ch cl on, th ~y could 
be on on of three frequen ies which you 
have to try one after the other, and Heck, 
you're 'etting low and time is running out. 
Besid in these pr GPS d,1ys, you - and 
the ot·her guy, too - had to know where you 
were, or the conversati on became fairl y 
fruitl es : "G lider on the grounrl near, duh, 
Birmingh< rn, what's the field like and what's 
the wind direction ?" Numbers on Lop of the 
wing would have b en a great help. 

By the way, you could not, and still should 
not, assume that the direction the (apparent­
ly) intact glider on the ground 
is pointing is either a) the current wind 
dir •ction or b) the direction in whi ··h that 
glid Jr actuall y landed; pilots do mov 
gliders around after landing. And some with 
long wing do, er, o cas ionally perform a bit 
of a groundloop at th e end of th eir IJnding 
run. it would probab ly be better to pick a 
field on your own initiative rather than 

pilots do move gliders around 
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inordinate time to come and get you 

assume the other glider has found the 
perfect landing-spot. However a glider 
on the deck is a magnet, I am afraid, and 
you are just a little iron filing. it's human 
nature, and we crave company while 
Jwaiting a retri eve. 

And, God, why do crews take such an 
inordinate Lime to come Jncl get you? it 's 
so tedious, so boring - in tilCt, it's as bad 
Js sitting in a little cubicle reading out the 
weath r for hour after hour .. 

An infinite capacity 
for taking pains 

I have fl own in two-sea ters with a great 
vari ety of other pilots over the pilst 20 yea rs, 
including (in elate order of our first flight 
together) some people who will be familiar 
to you: 

Hans-VVerner Grosse 

Robin May 

Brian Spreckley 

George Moffat 

Justin Wills 

"Na me-dropper," you may call me. I can't 
help it; the Queen wJs telling me off about 
it only the other clay. 

One thing that all these pilots have in 
ommon is the tremendous attention they 

pay Lo detail. "What the Hell, the1t'll be good 
enough'" is absolutely not what you ever 
hear them say. In fJct to ordinary pilots they 
mJy come across as excessive fuss-pots 
(USA: "fuss-budgets") when they prepare 
themselves and their cl ircraft for flight. The 
ca r and trailer gets the sJme meticulous 
treatment as the maps. the cockpit ;md every 
inch of the ship. Let's face it, most of the rest 
of us arc just slobs by comp;nison. 

All their thermal ling turns are immaculilte 
and thei r flying polished: they come out of 
thermals pointing the right way at th right 
speed. Everything is clean and wasted 
energy is minimised. You might retort that 
this does not tell you much. it's a bit like 
saying that all top concert pianists play 

perfect ales and arpeggios; of course th ey 
do. But it's worth a coupl e of percen t, ~ nd 
whJt's more if it's clone seemingly effortl ess ly 
through long prJctice, then so much more 
mental energy ca n go into the real effort 
,_ knowing where the other competitors are, 
working out where the hest lift is in th e 
thermal we're in right now, and looki ng 
aheild to the next source of lift and working 
out the best tr<JCk to it, as well the strategic 
planning - on a big distance task, the 
amount of day left and the reports of 
thi ckening skies from the west, etc. What 
I caii: "Which side of the Pennines should I 
fl y?" questions. If your scales and Mpeggi s 
are immaculat you have time to do tho. e 
other jobs. 

They rarely take chances. (There are- or 
were- some notorious risk -l kers among top 
competition pilots, butt hey, re no lung ·r 
with us.) I have more than once been 
rebuked by some of th e five wi se men for 
risking an outiJnding by leaving a therm al 
too eJrly or getting too low and trusting to 
luck to gel me out of a hole. They rarely trust 
to luck, unless conditions have 
deteriorated to desperation -level. Whut 
scrJps of luck they get in those cases th ey 
make better use of than the rest of us. 
through a much better sense of where th e 
lift is, almost as if the miserable scraps of 
up-going air were visible. 

They don't fly at blistering speeds. They 
know their polar ·urves and tay in the right 
sector for the weather ahead (not the weather 
behind) and the wing-loading, which they 
know to the ounce. They don 't chJse 
Ma ready, pulling up or shov ing forward 
ev ry time the speed-director beeps or burps 
at them; that uses too much mental energy 
and does little ior cross-country spe d. 

All the abov uggests they are all Lh 
same. But of cours they are not. After 
consulting my libel lawyer I might venture to 
mention some individual differ nces in , 
future issue of S&C. Watch this space. 

mdbird@dircon.co.uk 

ThC' PI.Hypu; Papers: fifty years ot' powt•rl , pilo1c~ge 

lharcl bJck, 160 pag , 100 Pelcr lu tl" r carloM<) 

CO>IS .£19, + 0.50 p&p. 
!d 0208 7413 (>.1 44 

or bu)' secu r~ l) ' on line (.lt \VWV/.glicling. co.uk 

trusting to luck 
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FLIGHT TEST: ANTARES 

Electric charger 
Jochen Ewald flies the electric 
Antares, a new battery-powered 
motorglider complete with a 
woman in the cockpit... 

IT'S RARE to get a completely new glider 
to fly. 1\t\ost " new" machines are- at least 
1n part - Improvements on prev1ous 

designs. But w ith th Anta res electric self­
launcher, Ax I Lange wasn't restri cted by 
production I i nes set up tor previous models; 
he could show the gliding world his drive 
concept in a brand-new glider. 

Antares has a st<J te-of-the-art 20-metre 
wing developed by Loek Boermans and 
Del ft University (DU) - there are 18-rnetre 
tips, too. Th aerofoils have a long laminar 
flow section w ith a curved leading edge that 
sweeps back continuously, while the trailing 
edge is swept slightly forward in the inner 
(18m) section and back aga in at the remov­
able tips. These inner sections contain the 
'fuel tanks' for the elect.ri engine: 6 SAFT 
Li-lon cells in each, wired in-line, delivering 
288V DC when fully charged. These can 
store far more energy th<m the Ni-Cd or Ni-Mh 
cells used to power earlier electri c motor­
gliders (the Stullgart University solar lc<J re 2, 
the microli ght 1\ir Energy AE- 1 Silent or Axel 
Lange's Antares testbcd, the LF-20E). 

They do, however, need more care when 
in use. Each cell 's tempera ture is monitored 
constantly, and tiP wings have coo ling f11 n 
systems to prevent overheating. Small under­
wing vents open <J utomaticall y when the 
engine starts, to let warm air out. Because 
the batteries deliver reduced power when 
too cold (below 20°(), the An tares w ill have 
an au tomatic internal battery heater (not 
inst<J IIed in the prototype I flew). The makers 
give a minimum battery lifetime of 1,500 full 
charge cycles or 11 years, and a replace­
ment set costs about 10,000 Euro (a pilot is 
unlikely to use more than 1 0 full cycles per 
year, so after 11 yea rs they should be far 
cheaper or have a much higher capac ity) . 
Each w ing also contain a 19-litre and a 
31-litre waterballast tank, fi lled through the 
top and emptied through electric va lves. 

Rigging is similar to that of other gliders, 
with spar tongue connected by two main­
pins secured by spring-lo<Jded locks. Each 
wing weighs about 120kg, so Lange supplies 
a rigging aid for two-person rigging. 

The fuselage, me11 nwhile, is designed for 
minimum drag plus pilot safety and comfort. 
The result is a cockpit section w ith a cellular 
structure like modern Formula 1 cars and an 
energy-absorbing nose cone in front of the 
pedal and canopy hinge frame. 

The canopy swings open like an LS or 
Schleicher machine, and is supported by a 
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gas spring strut. The seat itself appears to be 
the most comfortable design for pilots of any 
size. Unusua lly, the bottom harness securing 
points are fi xed to the adjustable sea tpan, 
which means th<lt the way the straps hold 
the pilot is always optimal -but check that 
all three seatp<Hl holding bolts are secured ! 

Flap and airbrake levers arc on the leit, 
while on the right conso le there's the main 
key switch for the electrics, an emergency 
button, which separates the who le drive 
system irreversibly, and a set of contact 
breakers. In the panel a larg LCD screen 

Main picture: Antares in flight. Above: propel/or blades 
are mounted on the DC/DC brushless rotating engine 

gives all engine and ba ttery information and 
shows the pre-flight checklist. Engine and 
undercarriage are operated by an electro­
hyclraulic sysl m; there's a gas strut back-up 
to drop the wh el should that fa il. 

The heart of the Antares is, o f course, the 
engine, a 42.5kW DGDC brushless outside 
rotating electri c motor, espec iall y developed 
for this machine. it is fi xed between the two 
masts wi th the propell r blades directly 
mounted to its outer rotating ring. A steel 
cable from the engine to the rear end of the 
engine bay ensures that the engine won' t hit 
the pilot in a crash. O nce it's full y extended, 
the bay doors close again to reduce drag. 

The whole drive system is operat cl by 
just one (patented) " throttle" lever - the pilot 
doesn't have to worry about procedures; 
you simply set the thrott le into any position 
between " retracted" <Hlcl ' fu ll power," the 
rest is done automati cally by the computer. 
This, the avionics, radio and hydr<:IUiic 
pump ar supplied i rom a 12V battery auto­
matica ll y re barged by the wing batteries, 
ensuring they work for some time, even if 
the main battery circuit doesn't. 

As in the LS-9, the ta i I wheel is integrated 
into the rudder exactly underneath the 
hinges. This means there are no "ground 
taxi " forces on the rudder pedals and contro l 
is light Jnd di rect. 

After a thorough briefing, I got ready to fl y 
the prototype Jt Zweibri.icken. At first I felt 
that the cockpit was r<J ther narrow, buL after 
adjusting the seat I found it comfortable and 
big enough. Sw itching the main key to on 
st<lrtecl the computer, which took abou t 30 
secs to boot up. The first screen showed the 
pre-flight checklist (you press the enter 
button to confirm each item). Then the in­
flight disploy came up, showing engine and 
battery data. A yellow ba kground indicates 
readings close to limits and a reel one (for 
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With open doors, the engine deployment starts ... 

danger) highlights ones outside the permitted 
range. What's more, Julia - a trJinee Jt the 
factory- announces 'yellow' and 'reel' datJ 
on the radio loudspeaker and headphones. 

Checklist done, move the throttl e forward 
to "engine extended" position. The hydraulic 
pump starts its (rJther noisy) work and the 
clisplily shows ''engine travel ling" until it· is 
fully extended and the doors close. Moving 
the lever further forward does nothing­
there is a "child lock"- it has to come fully 
back to idle again before it becomes active, 
when it works like a normal throttle. The big 
difference between Ant;oues and a normal 
motorglid r is that now there is just a low 
whirring sound and you hear the prop turning 
behind you. Taxying is easy wi th integrated 
tailwheel and a good view of the wingtips. 

The prototype weighs 440kg, and with me 
and pamchute its take-off weight was 525kg, 
the wingloading about 41 .. kgl m2 and the 
c of g roughly in th o centre. The idle battery 
voltage was 286V; "Julia" warned me that 
the bJttery temperature is, at 1 7ce, a bit low. 
This caused only a small reduction in max 
power, and the batteries would ,oon heat up 
when supp lying more energy. 

After arriving on the large Zweibrue ken 
concrete runway I closed the canopy, et the 
flaps to +2 (fully positive) and trimmed slightly 
tail heJvy, hecked airbrakes were locked, 
held the stick fully back and moved the 
throttle cJrefully forwards. In a crosswind 
like today's, this has to be clone cJrefully 
otherwise the tailwheel can lose ground 
conlJct due to the moment of the powerful 
engine high above the fuselage before the 
rudder becomes efiective. Then directional 
control might become di fficuiL. 

Acceleration proved very good and can be 
compared with that of one of the modern 
SShp, 18-metre self-launchers. Ailer some 
metres I was Jble to level the wings and, 
although the sti k w<Js fully back, the tail lift­
ed off when the throttle was at full power. 
That wasn't too much of a problem Js the 
rudder wJs effective hy now to compensate 
for even a strong crosswind . /\s we reJched 
about 85kmlh, Antares lifted off and, eJSing 
the stick <1 little forward, I let it accelerate to 
the best climbing speed of 95krnl h. 

The panel display showed slightly above 
4DkW for the engine performJnce with the 
prop revving at 1 ,600rpm. The vario gJve an 
indicJted climb rate of 4.5rn/s, and the 
cl imbing angle was very like a piston-engine 

February - March 2004 

The pylon is travelling towards the upright position 

powered self-launcher. Increasing the speed 
to a fraction over 95km/h, 'Julia' warned me 
that with the revs increasing to 1,650 I was 
coming close to max rprn. The noise level in 
the cockpit was quite low; still , Anlares has a 
headset (which is Jctive only when the engine 
is running, otherwise the radio automatically 
switches to loudspeJker and microphone). 

At a safe height I swung the undercarriage 
switch to ' in', and in less than five seconds 
the display showed iL was full y retracted. 
Reducing power to the most energy-effect ive 
setting of 30kW I reached 1 ,OOOrn above the 
fie ld in five minutes. The constant climb rate 
showed nearly no power loss with altitude 
unlike non-turbocharged piston engines. 

Testing with full throttle revea led that the 
Antares does not stall in this configuration, 
and with the stick fully back I reached a 
minimum speed of 80km/h. Trimmed to 
95kml h, I set the throttle to id le: the nose 
rose J li ttle and the Antares stabilised at 
HOkmlh. Pulling the st ick back further resulted 
i!l buffeting at 78kmlh, Jnd Jt 75km/h it 
went into a stable stal l. In normal flight with 
the engine at idle - the configuration it 

A well-designed cockpit - after a two-hour test flight 
with engine run and thermals, Jochen felt no fatigue 

With the engine fully out, the rear doors close 

would be in after an "engine fai lure"- the 
prop windmills freely, and its drag is quite 
low- I estimJtecl the performance in this 
coniiguration to be about thJt oi a K-6. 
Continuing the c limb at 30kW up to 2,000rn 
the display indicated :~o per cent battery 
power remaining. 

To convert the Anta res to a "real " glider 
pull the throttle fully back. The engine is 
braked clown by a sma ll amount of "inverse" 
acting power and, if you fl y at 95 kml h, the 
prop moves forwards step by step. When it 
reaches the vertica l it stops and the engine 
begins to retrac t. If the speed is held, the 
time from throttling hack to full retraction is 
30 to 40 se onds; fl y too fast Jnd the prop 
will continue to turn slowly, fly too slowly 
and it will stop until you accelerate a bit. 

A good feature Axel Lange has install cl is 
an aut mJtic switching of the vJriometer 
pressure from static (during powered flight) 
to the TE prob in front of the fin- Jnother 
idea that takes the workload off the pilot. 

During engine retraction the c of g moves 
back a litt le, so trim has to be reset forward . 
The prototype's spring trim system had a bit 
too much friction; the indicator lever had to 
be pushed in the desired dire lion after 
unlocking with knob in front of the stick. 

Settled in calm air above the clouds, 
I checked the stJII speeds. With the fiJps set 
to +2, first light buffeting occurs at 78km/h 
IAS, then gets stronger until a min speed of 
74kml h is indicJted. IJulling the stick fu rther 
back makes the nose come even higher Jnd 
the speed of the partiall y stalled glider 
increases a bit, until it drops J w ing. This 
can be stopped immediately by opposite 
rudder and easing the stick forwards - I did 
not do more because sp in tests were not yet 
complete. Setting the flaps to + 1 results in 
the same behaviour at 4 kn1/h higher speeds, 
the flaps at 0 I -1 I -2 I -3 results in 4 I 2 I 3 I 
1 kml h higher speeds with no wingdrop and 
the stall becoming more and more stable. In 
landing configuriltion , with the flaps at +2 
and Jirbrakes out, buffeting stJrts at f\1 km/h 
and i'tt 78 kml h it goes into a stable stall. 

Although the Antares could be described 
as big and heJvy, its control forces are real ly 
light Jnd give the feeli ng of fl ying a much 
smJIIer, light glider. Even the long flaperons 
fee l like the ailerons of J 15-metre glider 
at low speeds; at higher speeds the forces 
do increase, but by much less than other 
flaperon-equipped gliders. Excellent roll rates :1> 
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FLIGHT TEST: ANTARES 

2> - I measured 4.6 se s 45°-4'i " at 1 OOkrn/h, 
flaps +2 0n 4.1 seconds at 110 km/h, flilps 
0 - make this glider fun to fly. (Th ac tory 
flight t sts for ce rtifi cJtion Jt Skm/ h fJster 
ven resulted in 1 sec fast r roll rJtes) . To 

roll without sideslipping, f1rst full aileron 
and rudder have to be appl iecl, th t•n th 
aileron deflection has to be taken b.Jck during 
the last part of the movement, the usual 
charilct"eristic of "heMy wing" gliders. In the 
prototype, cockpit venti I<J t i n coolt•cl my feet 
il ncl not m)' h >·1d, hut this will be modified . 

Tot t th e pow r remCl ining, I r -- t<.Jrt the 
engine by just setting the throttl e to 'full ' . 
Within less than 30 secs, th e engi n i'i ou t 
and starts to work eJi ctivcly. Trim back a 
bit, throttle reduced to 30 kW, and I cl imb 
anoth r 550m bdor ~ Julia warns me th Jt th e 
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This page. clockwise from left: 
The Antares panel, with its LCD screen. a key tool in 
managing the electric drive system. The red control 
on the bottom left is an emergency lever to lower the 
undercarriage should the hydraulics fail; 
Main key lock, emergency cut-off button and fuses on 
the right side of the cockpit: 
The flap and airbrake handles rotate up to give easier 
access into and out of the cockpit; 
The throttle. which has been patented. here in the 
"engine out, stopped" position: 
The Antares ' elegant new 20-metre wing. 

All photos by Jochen Ewald except for the air-to-air 

picture at the top of p18 (Lange Flugzeugbau) 

lowes t singl batt ry voltage is down to 3.1 V 
and I sw itch off ,ga in . Li-lon batt eries do not 
like being fully discharged; the bsolute 
minimum to prevent damage is 2.7V. In the 
Ant r · prototype, the 'wa rning' limit has 
been L to .·1v <J nd the 'clanger' limit to 
3 .OV. Each 0.01 V b€1ow3.1 V is displayed 
and announcerl c learly, because, unlike in 
your mobile phone, there is no automatic 
cut-off when th e voltilge is too low - in an 
emergencies you might well prefer to risk 
wrecking the batteri es instead of the glider. 

Based on my logger data, I con cl udeci tf121t 
the advertised 111 ax clirnh of more than 
3,000m is rea li sti c. In normal use ,1s c1 self­
launch ing motorglidcr, you will need the 
engine just to climb to about 400m to find a 
thermal, and then switch it off. With 1500 

'climb metres' remaining, J sawtooth flight 
range f 160km in ca lm air is possible- in 
most cases enough to fly home or reach J 
good Jirfielcl ~ derig or recharge. 

I went on Lo amuse myse lf soaring in good 
therm.:lls under the clouds. The An tares is J 
fine, well-harmonised glider with excellent 
pcrformJnce. Thermal ling in calm air with 
30° bank appears most effective and fun 
with +2 flaps at 85km/h; whilt• in rough, 
strong thermals with 45 ° hank CJSkm/h felt 
right. A slight opposite <J il ero n deflection is 
needed whil e circling. Light contr >I forces 
make centring easy. The long flapcrons give 
nearly no feedba ck about th e aerodyn<Jmi c 
forces from gusts in the thermal. Many pilots 
prefer this light, but not nervous co ntrol 
f eling, but I know th,ll others would like 

Span (m) 

Wing area (m2) 
Aspect ratio 
Fuselage length (m) 
Fuselage height (m) 
Empty weight (kg) 
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11 .9 
27.2 

425 

20 
12.6 
31 .7 
7.40 
1.45 
430 

(Prototype: 440) 
MTOW (kg) 600 
Max waterballast (kg) 100 

Min wingloading (kgtm2) 42 40 

Max wingloading (kg/m2) 50.4 47.6 
Best glide angle 52 56 
Min sink (m/sat 475kg) 0.51 0.49 
Engine: DC brushless, outside rotating principle 
Max power (kW) 42 
Nominal rpm 1500 
Max rpm 1700 
Max climb rate (m/sat 480kg) 4.8 
Max climb rate (m/s at 600kg) 3.9 
Max climb height (m at 480kg) 3000 

Lange Flugzeugbau GmbH, Bruesseler Strasse 
30, D-66482 Zweibruecken, Germany. 
+ 49-6332-96270, info@Lange-Fiugzeugbau.com 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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mor feedback. At higher speeds, the control 
forces of rudder and elevator rise si ightly, the 
ailerons more with the speed. When I flew, 
fluu r tests were not done, so VNr was just 
170km/h - later, it wi ll be 290km/h. 

The ilap-speed connection wa not finally 
<~cljustcd, but already worked quite well. The 
Antares is one of these gliders which 'io llow 
th tlilps' . Unlocked, th flaps always move 
towards the 0 po>ition, unlike some other 
gliders, where the flaps want to move 
towards their optima l position when you 
unlock them. Here, ior "+"setti ngs you hJve 
to pull the lever back and for"-" settings to 
push it iorwJrds. Then Antares w ill (nearly) 
fly the appropriate speed having been 
trimmed once. With the tri m set to 95km/h 
at +2 flaps, speed accelerates to 100 I 1 I 5 I 
125/ 145 I 155 at the settings +1 I 0 I -1 I -2 
I -3 . The gliding performance is l'xcellent 

I believe although this is "only" a 20 metre 
glider and fet' ls even sma ller, its performance 
is not far below that of the ASH 25 class. 

Aiter two hours of fun and exploring the 
region, I fly back to the oirfield w ithout the 
slightest fJt igue. The grea t efforts that hdve 
been mLJcle to m<~ke this glider light, nifty 
and comfortable w il l rea lly pay during long 
competition or cross-country flights. 

I then check the elfects of the airbrakes in 
landing configuration. Flaps +2, trimmed to 
95km/h, the speed increases to 11 Skm/h 
when I open the Schempp-Hirth brake's fu ll y. 
Perfect - just the recommended approach 
speed. Because of a turbulen t crosswind, 
I chose an appro,lCh spc.ed of 125 km/h. The 
hydrau lic pump takes on ly 4 seconds to 
deploy and lock the m,1inw heel. Held off, 
wi th airbrakes almost fu ll out, Antares touches 
the ground in a two-point <Jltitude and is eJsy 
to control, despite the gusty rosswind. The 
wheclbrake is effective Jnd there is no real 
tendency to nod on the nose. The fiJps need 
not be switched back; aileron efficiency 
remains good almost to the end oi the 
ground rol l. I steer e,1sily on to the taxiway, 
where I stJ rt the engine again to taxi b<Jck to 
the Lange factory hangJr. Here I do not feel 
much urge to leave this fine and comfortable 
motorglider, but now it needs nine hours to 
recharge- I used up a full cycle. 

Antares is the first high-performance 
electric motorglider world-wide going into 
serial 11roduction. Throughout it displays the 
latest technology, which makes it (with ETA) 
probably the most advanced glider avJilable 
today. f\ s Axel is J perfectionist, it is on the 
market rather later than estimated. But his 
thoroughness meilnS many sensible features 
for safety, comfort <J nd ease of hand I ing 
-some patent-protected. lt is a " low noise," 
environmenta lly friendly LJi tern<J live to 
convent ional self-launchers, offering more 
safety by dint of ,1 rei iahl engine and good 
periormancc even with the engine out and 
not working. At 125,000 Euros (+VAT) it 
does not seem too expensive. Customers 
would seem to agree: there is a two-year 
wai ting list. If you want to experience the 
future of motorglicling, take a c lose look \ . 
at the Antares! -..:;:: 
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LX avionics Ltd 
www.lxavionics.co.uk <http://www.lxavionics.co.uk> 
Sole LIK Di, tributor i'or: Sole UK Distributor for: 

l..X. Nm·i,~atitl/1 www.lxnavigation.si Fil.,er J::.Jo·rr(mi1 · Gmh/1 www.lll ~~r~~ l (:t: l ronio..·.ck 

A SELF-CONTAINED- FULLY INTEGRATED SYSTEM 

LX 7000 pro IGC 
• Replacement for LX 5000 FAI 
• New display {160x240 plxe!} 

£26 10.00 plus VAT 
£3066.75 inc VAT 

• Ne~v design approach: tntelhgent Vane unit vJith new sophisticated varlo signal process-
Ing 

• Extremely small dHllensions {4 inches maxtmum length) 
• Even more user frtendly 
• IGC approved ll!ght recorcer 
• Standard LX data exchange femures (TP&TSK Flight lnfo) Full AAT suppon 1 one and 

move function) and MT c;>nented in-fitght statistics {distance to go. time remaining, 
required speed to reach f inish In time) 

: ~Y~~~if~1d0~~~~r interl~ce to LX 20 and Colibri (plug and play) 

• Options: two seat configuration. remote control. compass, secondary vano indicators 
• Wiring harness included {plug and play) 

For gliders with very limited panel space, the NEW LX 1600 is 
ideal, requiring one 57mm hole only!! 

LX 1600 stand alone Vario-speed to fly system controlled by PDA 
• New vario design ilpproach • Operates •.\~th ~NAVIGATOR'' software 
• Power output for PDA (5V 3A) 
• All commands s t from POA 

(now UlCiuded) 
• \Ninng harness inc~uded 
• PDA (IPAO) NOT included • NMEA 1nput und power o tput for 

Colibri er LX 20 (plug and play) 

• ~pt~ .fS~. f,~~~ ~?~ -LX 20 or Colibri 
New inclusive price including 
"Navigator" software 
£977.88 plus VAT £1149.00 incl VAT 

LX 
160S 

The LX 1605 is an electr:Cal voriometer and ftnal glide calculator with the 
abil1ty to operate with an external GPS (Colibfl, LX 20, LX 400, Garmin 

:~~~et':~~ 1~~"d~~:'~~~~ ~!~~~~;~~~c~~l~~~~ ~~~~o~~~.1~that~tlhe 
external GPS the LX 160S functions as a norrnal variometer with a ftnal 
glide calculahon using parameters entered by the pilot. 

When connected through a LX to iPAO Adapter ( £42.95 incl VAT) the LX 
1605 wdl operate a POA (iPAQ) ~vith, for example . WinPilot or "NAVIGA­
TOR" program and will give enhanced capability. 

Pdce £830 plus VAT= £975.25 incl VAT 

(next deliveries Feb 04 - reserve yours now!) 

COLIBRI 
!he user friendly flight 
recorder small and light 
(The GPS antenna shown jn 
the photograph belmv can be 
tnstalled remotely from the 
Colibri) 

iPAQ Mount 
3 axis freedom 
Pnco £42..5 I plus VAT 
£49.95 in Cl VAT 

Price £526.81 plus VAT £619.00 incl VAT 

ATR 600 Transceiver 
Certified to JTSO Standard: No LBA.0.10.91/ 106 JTSO 

• 57 mm d1amet~r 
• lOO frequency memory with 

names 
• pilot adjustable squelch 
• VOX intercom 
• accepts most mics 
• 1 50 mA standby 
• 700g weight 
• HF output power opprox 6 

WallS 

Price 1:849 plus VAT £997.57 incl VAT 

NEW ATR 500 Transceiver 
Certified to JTSO standard: No LBA.0.10.911/ 113 JTSO 

• 57 mm panel hole 
• 178 mm long (without connectors) 
• Weight a.pprox 700 gm 
• HF - output power 6 Walls 

(approx) 
• 9 channel memory 
• power consumption 150mA 

(approx) slandby 
• power supply 10.5V - 14 V 
• VOX ln!e(( .. -om 
Price £654.47 plus VAT C 769 incl 
VAT Deliveries from Feb 04 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

NEW 
Remote Control for ATR 600 
• 57mm cut out 
• Only 45 mm long (v.•ithout con­

nector) 
• Weigh! 200 gm 
• Enables full operation ol 

ATR 600 version 2.1 from 
rear seat 

Price £203.4 1 plus VAT 
£239.00 incl VAT 

I ATR 600 + Remote - ideal for 2 seaters 

NEW TRT 600 Transponder 
with ModeS 
CAA Approved 
under SCAR 84 - 10 
Nr: VC01211 

• 57 mm cut out 
• 178 mm lon9 
• Easy operatton with 

4 line LCD 
• Modes A. NC and S 
• Integrated Alticoder 

Prtce £1760 plus VAT l:2068.00 incl VAT 

ATR 720A 
• "Winter'' instruments (to order) Transceiver complete with cradle and Wiring. 
• Lightweight foldable towing arms JAA Form 1 
• Wing dollies ONLY £599 incl VAT (as available) 

Contact: John Delafield 07850 950349 or 01865 374125 
E·mail: John@lxavionics.co.uk john@fsd.uk.net 

www.lxavionics.co.uk <http://www.lxavionics.co.uk> 
or your regular supplier 

LX avtonrcs Ltd prrce lrst avatlable -on request Add p&p to all prrces E and OE 
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Software for Pocket PCs 
• Glide Navigator 11 
• Flight Analysis 
• VL (Volkslogger) to IGC 

avigator I 
Soaring Software for Pocket PCs 

by Chip Garner 
• Moving map • Record unofficiaiiGC flight log files 
• Final glide • Final glide around multiple tumpo nts 
• Reachable airports highlighted • FAI photo sectors displayed 
• Automatic wind calculation • Compatible with any GPS 
• Tumpoint Area Task support • Used by top competition pilots 
• Improved menu navigation • Perfect for new cross-country pilots 
• Optimized for in-flight ease-of-use • Free upgrades for 1 year 
• Large "finger sized" buttons • $200 (£115) 

.......,_ 
Q.__ 

Pocket PC and GPS Accessories Start Gate5 

• Modular Cable & Power Systems WP Arrival RadRJs 
Polar Data 

Units 
• Cradles and mounting systems 
•GPSs 

Map Onentabon 
Dis!)lay Opbotls 

~[Nat][]EJ 
Digital Aircraft Scales 

www.cumulus-soaring.com • paul@remde.us • 1-952445-9033 • Minnesota • USA 

Have you packed up gliding for the winter or are you 
reduced to circuit bashing, bereft of lift to take your 

X-country? We're not! 
At Britain's premier wave site we have both X-country 
and badge-claim opportunities throughout 
winter/spring. 

If~ glid 
a~ 

r we offer courses tailored to your 

For more information call Roy Ferguson-Dalling: 013398 85339 or e-mail: deeside@glidingclub.co.uk 
Bookings for September and October 2004 (only) call Mary-Rose: 01569 730687 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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We offer the following services 
Manufacture & sale of approved spare parts for all SZD gliders. 

Inspection of & accident damage repairs to all makes of gliders - in particular major over­
hauls & life span extensions of the SZD-9bis Bocian 1D & E, SZD-36 Cobra, SZD-24C Foka, 

SZD-30 Pirat, SZD-50-3 Puchacz and the SZD-51-1 Junior. 
Cosmetic work. 

We hold the following: BGA No. 1/A/1288, P-035 JAR 21/subsection G and D-11/JA/2001/ subsection JA. • We issue BGA 
Certificates of Airworthiness. • Our work is fully guaranteed, at highly competitive rates and delivered on time. 
• We are located in Polish Lower Silesia- near the German border at pre-war Grunau (home of the Grunau Baby), with 
easy road access to the factory. 

UK Contact: 
Stan Kochanowski on: +44 (0) 1623 64 88 91, Fax: +44 (0) 1623 43 78 22, Mobile: 07944 94 12 74 ore-mail stanislaw.kochanowski@ntlworld .com 

Contact in Poland: 
" Jez6w" Glider Works (ZS "Jez6w"}- owner, Henryk Mynarsk i +48 (0}33 812 50 27 ore-mail szd_bielsko@szdjezow.com .pl 
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between aviation insurance and complete 
peace of mind has to 'be a dependable 
policy from a reliable company. 

h•ll aviation I insurance 
services ltd 

Phone , fax or write to: Stephen Hill 

Phone: 01765 690777 Fax: 01765 690544 

MEMBER 

liJ 
General Insurance 

STANDARDS COUNOL 

Unit 1A, Sycamore Business Park , Copt Hewick, Ripon, North Yorkshire , HG4 5DF. 
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AN APPRECIATION 

The leading edge 
Justin Wills reflects upon a 
recently-published book about 
and by the New Zealand gliding 
pioneer, Dick Georgeson 

THE growth and success of the Vintage 
Cl icier Club is clue, I think, not only 
to the human propensity for nostalgia, 

but also to ,1 desire to icl ent iiy with the 
gliding pioneers anclthcir aircra il, whose 
gmcciul shapes w ere inspired .1s much by 
artisti c ,1s by Jerodynamic considerations. 

For Europeans most oi this pioneering took 
pl ace in th e 2 :) years lea ding up to I ~ 5 0, 
but in New 7. alancl soaring d id not rea lly 
'> l,nl unti l this later date, il nd thus the explo­
ration of th e now fiHllous lee wave condi ­
tions b)' Dick Geurgeson and others over the 
nex t 35 yea rs- uninterrupted by 
a world war- covered an even grt'a ter 
srectrum oi aircrait and pilot periorrnance. 

Dick has now written of his experiences in 
a broadly autobiographic,11 fr:m1ework. The 
breadth c1 f the <lchievements he describes is 
ex lrJordinary: from solo training at 
Dunstable on Daglings in 1 'J4S under 
the tut elage oi th <:' C:FI VVheatcroft (Dick 
completed his Silver C in th e London GC 
Gull 1 less than six month s li!lcr), to World 
Records for Altitud e, Out and Return, and 
Straight Goal in gliders ranging from a 
Slingsby f'rE' fE'C l to a imi.Jus 2 and Janus C. 

SLit wh:11 re0 lly distinguishes th e book is 
what it tells us .:Jbout th e man and th e 
human qualities he employed to ,Khievc 
his success. Th e sty le is neither rarticularly 
lyrical nor analyti ca l (sa dly, th e publishers 
omill •d the chapter on meteorology and 
w:tve flyin g techniqu es) but its direct and 
conversati onal approach produce~, 
fascinating, Jlbeit possibly unwilling, 
se.l f-po rtra it. 

Th e first essenti<:il characteristi c with 
which all pilots cn n ident ify is Dick's 
iasci 11,1tiun with flight. He iirst became air­
borne in 1 93 ."1 al Tirnaru, Ne\ Zealand, in 
the fJillOLIS Southern Cross r okker Tri-Motor, 
flown by Si1· Charles Kingsiorcl Smith, .:1nd 
his description of the event is one of the 
most vivid in the book. More unusu <1 l w as 
ni ck's <:'mpathy with atmosph ' ric forces : he 
recalls, on sc<<:'ing ,15 an 11 -year-old th e great 
New Zeal,1nd wave system called th e North 
W est Arch, "an intense feeling that th e great 
pow er o f th e win d was at work". 

Immense enthusi ,lsm is another obvious 
charJcteristic. This pervades practic.:1lly all 
his other attributes, but in its simplest form 
is manifes ted by intense dedication and 
appli ca tion: having ,H:hievecl his Silver C: 
in April 1 'J4'J , with tlm~e days to spare 
beiore le;wing th e UK, he rush ed up to 
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Kirbymoorside ·and persu,Jcled Frecl Slingsby 
to give him their 1'lew Ze<ll <lncl agency. 
This enthusiasm is blended with a quite 
extr.:Jordinary instinct for self-preservation: 
despite an enormous numbe1· of extremely 
tri cky situations Dick had only one minor 
accident in ~).5 years of extremely adventurous 
gliding. VVhilst this may imply an ab~ence of 
bad luck it cannot, over such a long career, 
have depended purely on good luck. 

VVhen his Prefect arrived from Britain in 
Septembt'r 1950 he taught himself (and the 
tug pilot) how to ,1erotow; this included a 
sp .ctacular demonstration of PIOs. That 
Chri stm as Dick took the Preiec t to th e 
M ackenzie Basin in :'J ew Zealand's South 
Isl and and became the first glider pilot to 
explore this extraordinary a11c1 fasc inating 
reg ion. He promptly broke the New Zec1la nd 
Enclur<1m;e Record, ,lllcl 12 months l,1ter 
achieved th e NZ Altitude Record on th e Two 
Thumbs Range. To maximise his height gain 
he rel eased on th e southern end of the ridge 
at 250it above the valley, whi ch prtlbably 
seemed ,1dequate in terms of his experi ence at 
Dunstabl e. However, even todily contacting 
this ridge in a modern glider at four times 

'The gorge was a terrible place 
to be low in a glider 

- narrow, deep and liberally 
strewn with rocks' 

this altitude is an extremely nerve- racking 
xperi ence, so it is hMdly surprising that 

D ick reports "my feet clattered 011 the rudder 
pedzds with fri ght," but he man,lged to stay 
up and graduillly c limb away to 10,600ft. 

Thirty yea rs later Di ck, with hi s second 
wife, Helen, fo und himself trapp cl in the 
Cromwell Gorge in th eir Janus in heavy sink 
from <l nea rby thunderstorm. The gorge was 
,1 drea dful place to be low in ,1 glider­
narrovv, deer .1nd liberally strewn with rocks 
(it he1 s since been clammed Jnd is now a 
substantial hydro lake). But sorne time 
ea rli er Dick had driven along it looking fo r 
,ln emergency l,1nding .1rea and now, with 
the aid of full flap, full ,lirbrakes clnd the· 
tail p.:1rachute, he managed to squeeze 
into the onl y space he h<1d found, less than 
100 metres long. 

There is plenty of other evidc.n ce of Dick's 
competence, which applied to more than 
just gliding: during World War Two he 
worked in his uncle's munitions f,JCtory at 
Irishman Creek, a remote sheep station 
in the Mackenzie Basin. Whenever there 
was J particul arly intri ca te piece oi work to 
be done it was given to Dick, and the sma 11 
lathe at the eastern end of the workshop i" 
still caiiC'd "Dick's lathe" . 

Another aspect of Dick's enthusiasm 

was how infec tious it W<ls. He not only 
encouraged others to try things for them­
selves but il lso obtained th eir willing 
assistance in his endeavours. This included 
IJhil Howell, who built him cl remMbbl e 
HF glider rJdio in 19.5 6 with a r,1nge of over 
800km, ami Alan ,\1\itchell, a meteorologist 
vvho took a spec i,J I interes t in Dick's plans 
and provided <ln invaluable forecasting 
servi ce . 

In fa ct, reading the book, which also 
provides ,1 history of gliding in N<"w 
Zealand, one is struck by how generous he 
is in his pr.:1isc oi everyone he mentions. 
O ne gets th e impress ion that here is a man 
who has on ly met th e ni cest pE'opl . 
I owever, this is no t the case: Dick was 
General M<.mager of the Hamilton engineer­
ing works in the 1'J70s during the worst 
excesses of militant tr.:Jd e unionism, and it 
was his ,1 bility to search ilnd find the good in 
everyone and concentrilte on that which got 
him through and brought him success. 

This deep vein of optimism is .1nother 
vital dl<Jracteristic. Di ck's mother died 
within cl few days of giving birth to him, 
her only child. A short time IJter his father 
disappeared, presu med lost dt sea, lea ving 
Dick an urphJn, to be brought up in the 
Mackenzie Basin by his maternc1l gr.:Jncl­
mother, and his Junt and uncle, whom he 
adored. His aunt had been F'eggy Wills, first 
cousin of Philip Will s, before she met Bill 
Hamilton ,md moved to 1'lew Zeilland. lt 
WJS Philip who introduced Di ck to gliding at 
DunstJble in I '!48, ,111d who subsequently 
sold him his VVeihc sailplane. 13ill was to 
become one of ~ew Ze;1land's greatest 
engineers ,1 ncl i nv~o•nturs, a na lural genius 
and a hugely successfu l charismati c man, 
whose business provided Dick with his 
profess iun;l l care r. Thus Dick portr.:1ys hi s 
orphan st,lte ilS one of great advantage. 

In 1940 l)ick volunteered to join the New 
Zealand Air Force. ll wJs then discovered 
that he had sevc.rc glaucoma in hi s left eye. 
The subsequent operilt ion s,wecl his eye but 
he lost CJ S per cent of his sight in it. This 
rul ed out all active service ,1m!, seemingly, 
<lll prospec ts of ever becoming J pilot. 

But he persevered, lea rnt to compensate 
with his guucl eye, ,lnd with c lever med ical 
assist<1 nce eventually passed his aviation 
med ical. Despite several further problems 
with his sight he never allowed this huge 
potenti,ll h .~ ncli c ap to stop him achieving his 
dreilm of fl ighl. 

This invo lved both intellectual vision and 
tremendous ten <lC ity. Dick had heard about 
lee wave conditiom from Europe and 
realised the 1'lorth \Nest Arch must he ,1 
sirnii,Jr phenomenon. Progressively, over 
Y i years, he explored it. In the process he 
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Dick Georgeson commissioned this picture of himself, flying a Skylark 4 over Lasham, from Charles E Brown and presented it to Philip Wills. Today, the anginal hangs in 

Jus tin Wills ' study at Irishman Creek, his sheep station in the MacKenzie Basin, South Island. New Zealand. Dick was the first glider pilot to explore this fascinating region 

broke th e World Cain of Height Record and 
th "n th e World Out and Return (0/R) Record 
in a Sky lark J F in a fli ght of 8 hrs 45 mins, 
at th e end of which lv was li tera ll y frozen 
sti ll He went on to break the 0 /R Record, 
aga in in a Dart (1 0 hrs 2 mins), and aga in in 
a Kestrel 19- exceeding 1 OOOkm for the first 
ti me (11 hrs 55 mins). However, the most 
spectacular flight occurred in 1978, when he 
fl w the entire length of both New Zea l<m d's 
ma in islands to ga in th e World Coa l Record 
of 1 ,254km (Nimbus 2). Thi s invo lved enor­
mous log isti ca l d iffi culti es JS th e start point 
WJS nine hours' drive sou th of Christchurch, 
where ick lived. Inev itab ly th ere were 
numerous attempts when th e weather did 
not co-operate. 

Eventually, on )Jnuary 14, 1978, he took 
off, accompanied by Bru ·e Drake and Dav id 
Speight in their gliders. D ick fe ll into a hole 
near Christchurch nnd spent nearl y three 
hours getting back into the wave. He had 
taken seven and a half hours to cover the 
first 400km, w ith 850km and five and a half 
hours day light left - and he made it 1 His 
on ly enduring regret was th at his lifelong 
fri end ;md men tor, Phi lip Will s, di ed just 
before he cou ld get him th e news of th is 
extraord inary flight. 

Subsequentl y, Dick brok further world 
records in the two-sea ter category, fl ying 
with his wife Helen in a Janus. A committed 
supportive partner is another essen tia l 
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clement for < ny successful glider pil ot. 
D ick was il lso a contest pil ot, winning 

everill New Zea land Nationals, and 
competed in three World Championsh ips, 
including th e 1965 event at South Cerney, 
where he fl ew Philip \A/ ill s' Skylark 4. 
I happened to be in the retrieve car during 
the goal race to Spitalga te when Dick 
radi oed that he wus lost in very poor 
visibility (due to sea air from The Wash), a11d 
requested ",1 heading, any headi ng, quick!" 
From a brief description of what he could 
see below we guessed at J heading of 01 0", 
and he reached Spitalga te with 15ft to sp<ne. 
As a token of th anks, Dick comm iss ioned 
Charles E Brown to photogr<Jph him flying 
the Skylark 4 over Lasharn and presented it 
to Phi lip, who hung it in front of his desk at 
his City office. lt hangs in my study at 
Irishman Creek today. 

Inevitab ly, such a saga of past su cesses 
leads one to specu late about the future. 
One thing is cert il in: if gli ding C<J n con ti nue 
to attrilc t peop le of Dick's ca li bre almost 
anything and everything will be poss ible. 
The fina l essential characteris ti c of success 
exempli fied by Dick is that of identifying 
and concen trating on the things that rea ll y 
matter: at our last me-•ting h w,1s over 
80 yea rs o ld and had recentl y been in 
hospital, so I asked him how he was. 

He replied: "Wel l, I am still here. ~ 
That helps." How righ t he is. 

"I was about 11 years old when I had 
an experience that filled me with great 
excitement. I remember one morning at 
Ashwick leaving the house and running 
over the plank crossing the little stream 
that supplied electricity for the house, 
when a sudden gust of warm wind hit 
me. I looked up over the trees on the low 
hill where my mother Leila was buried, 
and beyond to Mt Dobson. There, high 
above the 2000-metre mountain, was the 
sharp leading edge of a long white 
cloud, stretching in both directions as 
far as the eye could see. The sky in front 
of this edge was a deep blue; the cloud 
w-as a dazzling contrast; and the bulk of 
Mt Dobson stood in clear silhouette. The 
sudden hot puff of wind, the vivid blue 
sky, the sharp outline of the mountain 
and the long white cloud stretching into 
the distance gave an intense feeling that 
the great power of the wind was at work. 
lt was enthralling. I ran on happily, little 
realising that this nor'west arch would 
involve me in the most exciting and 
fascinating way for the greater part of 
my life. 
Extract from: The Leading Edge - A Life 
in Gliding by Dick Georgeson and Anna 
Wilson, Longacre Press 
ISBN 1 877251 30 5I NZ$39.95 
/ongacre.press@clear.net.nz 
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COMPETITION PSYCHOLOGY 

• ac1 
Aspiring contest-winner Chris 
Oavison has been on a quest to 
discover what makes a racing 
pilot. He shares his discoveries 

RACING has many mea nings. There 
are "racing gliders," "rac ing days" 
and " ra cing pilots". Racing gliders are 

white and shiny, r<King day are blue and 
fluffy <lllci whilst it is less ea sy to categorise 
racing pilots, they all fly faster ,1nd land out 
less thiln I do, and that is rea lly starting to 
J.n noy me. 

I am also gelling annoyed that no one has 
ever explained to me how I become one. 
The se rei of flying faster and so becoming a 
rac ing pilot is, I'm sure, handed clown from 
pundit to nov ice behind rows of shiny LS8 
trail ers all over the country. Secret meetings 
conducted in low whispering tones - "but 
remember, keep it to yourself and, wh,l tever 
you do, don't tell Davison" . I h<we loitered 
with intent behind most of the LS8 trailers in 
thP UK and discovered absolutely nothing. 

I first ca me across the term " racing" at 
a regionals a few years ago. I had been 

cl li ghted to Jctually complete a task, only 
to discover a bar full of sour-faced pilots 
moaning about being 5km/h slower thi1n the 
winner, who in turn had a grin like an Eta 
on final s. I h,1d no idea that th ere was a 
class oi pilot s for whom "getting back and 
having a cold beer" was not the pinnacle of 
achievement but just a basic statement of 
the obvious: racing pilots. 

I had hung around LS8 trail ers long enough 
without the slight ·t ' ign oi a indiscr et 
pundit, I he d to find another route to further 
my quest, so I enter d a nationals. 

In my sea rch to discover th secret of 
being a racing pilot I sought and rece ived 
lots of advice: " it's your first nationals, so fly 
within yourself" - " it's your first nationals, 
so you'll need to push yours If h< rei" 
- "start the task ea rly to maximise th fl y ing 
window" -"start late to follow the other 
gliders" ... fl fas t, fl y slow, press on, hold 
back, stay high, fly low ... You name it, 
I'd been told it , and then someone else 
had contradicted it. 

The good news is thC~I hindsight brings fJr 
more cl ar·ity than "aclv ic<:>"- ancl so after 
th e first few c!Jys o f th e competition I knew 
exactly where I was going wrong. 

I wa s landing in fi elds. 
Progress was heing made, however; each 

landing was iurther, way th;m the last and 
I wJs getting to the fi eld far more quickly. 
By W ednesday, I had formulated the brilliJnt 
plan of fo llowing a better pilot, only to 
discover that all the better pilots also had 
bigger gliders and did not turn into jelly 
at 1, OOft. But th e piJn (a lmost) vvorked 
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and I (nearly) made it home. I dec ided that 
an intensive session o f questioning was 
required if I were to era se those brackets, 
so armed with some tongue-loosening 
b er vouchers and demnnstrJbly not being 
a threat in any way, shape or form to the 
pundits, I set to work. it was a tough 
evening, but someone had to do it. 

Eventually, I pieced together whJt the 
secret must be- ingeniously simple, really. 
The next clay I put the secret to work and 
completed the 366km task, to a spontaneous 
round of applause from the fini sh line for 
tenac ity. Shaking like a lea f and fee ling very 
smug indeed I emerged from my little glider 
to be presented with an ice-co ld beer. At IJsl 
Lhe secret vvas mine; I was Cl rac ing pi lot. 

Or not. 
Friday was the "day of dJys" and a .SOSkm 

t<Jsk was set. My race-proven secret for 
fl y ing faster would be applied again. 

The first leg, a rnere 1 65 km from Lasham 
to Leominster, went without a hitch, I was 
keeping up with other gliders, even rac ing. 

Next, the 122km to Buckingham and a 
huge clouclstreet. The best fl ying of my life, 
bar none: 62km dolphining without turning 
once, catching the gliders ahead, rejecting 
4kt climbs and being rewarded hy 7kt on the 
averager 1 The conditions were fantastic and I 
was in racing heiJVen. What ould poss ibly 
go wrong? 

Then, slowly but surely, my secret started 
to fail me. The cond itions begzm to change 
-but my flying didn' t. I rejected 4kt and 
found only 2. I got lower but pressed on 
further down track, rejecting weak lift as 
I went. Too late, I rea lised that I needed to 
stop racing and start flying, but by th at time 
I was picking a fi eld. 

I watched a stream of gliders passed over­
head, dumping water, climbin slowly away 
but most of all, flying, I ca nnot overstate 
how low I felt sitting in th at field waiting for 
my crew to arrive. From the best to the worst 
clay of my gliding life, in less than an hour. 
The next clay, physicall y and mentall y 
exhilusted, I quit Lhe competition and went 
home to tJke up golf. 

On reflection, it was not the secret that 
had fai led, on ly my attempts Louse it. 
A mixture of dehydration (the hotte t week 
since records began), the internJ I stress of a 
poor siJrt Lo the week and the fal se elation 
th at my clays of landing out were over had 
blinded me to the obvious: ra cing pilots race 
in rac ing conditions or, at least, the 
successful ones do. Racing days in the UK 
Jre subject to terms and conditions, and you 
fail Lo read the small print at your peril. 

So what is th e secret I discovered and 
does fl yi ng iaster mak you a racing pilot? 
First let me sh<He some of the myths I have 
dispelled in searching forth · secret: 

ty 
0 Myth number one: Just follow th e gaggle. 
A brilliant ideil so long as you can (a) find 
the gaggle in th e first place, (b) join them 
before th ey swarm off to the next therm al 
and (c) fly a glider with enough performance 
to stick with them. Pl0ying catch-up in a 
small glider does not work. Trust me. 
::J Myth number two : Fly faster between the 
thermals. Fl ying faster in a Club Class glider 
just makes you come down more quickl y 
and so you need to spend mar lime 
thermalling, which slows you clown again. 
Flying fast in isolation of having a good 
climb ahead is a reJ IIy effective way to add 
another iield to your private coll ection . 
':.1 1Yiyth number three: Racing pilots like 
strong th ermals. Wrong, if you've ever tried 
to follow one you will know that ra cing 
pilots hate i!llthermals and spend as little 
lime as possible in them. Going round and 
round in small c ircles c locks up significa ntl y 
fewer kilometres than flying in straight lines, 
so you are slowing down, not speeding up. 
The thing Jbout strong lhermJis that rac ing 
pilots do like is that they need to spend less 
time circ ling in the damn things. 
C:i Myth number four, the key to m discovery: 
Rejecting sub-standard lift increases your 
chances of l;mding out. No, it does not: 
it reduces th em. Why? Because there are 
simpl y only so many hours in r·hc day with 
good conditions and if you don 't max imi se 
the good conditions you will be forced to 
use the poorer conditions later in the di!y. 
Rejecting a single 4kt c limb to take &kt gives 
th e same benefit as a final 2kt climb over 
zero sink ... and how many tasks have you 
failed for the wJnt of a final 2kt climb? 

The single thing I changed was taking the 
risk to reject weaker lift because if I didn ' t 
I knew with cerlJinty I would run out of d<1y. 

The single error I made on that day w as 
not spotting that the stronger lift aheJd was 
not there any more. 

But does fl y ing faster, by itself, make you a 
rac ing pilot? Racing, it seems to me, is a 
mindsel; an absolute certaintv that there is 
good lift <I head and you will get to it. Your 
focus is on how you max imi e it, not hew 
you find it. All the secrets in th e world will 
not make you a racing pilot unl ess you can 
cl ea r your mind of th e fear of landing out 
because you know th ere are multiple 
sources of lift ahead and you know you can 
find and use the best ones. If you ca n free 
your mind of th <J t constraint, either through 
experi ence or blind optimism, you will make 
a grea t rac ing pilo t. 

I, for one, am not quite there. So whilst 
my secre may not make me a racing pilot 
just yet, it does give me something new to 
try this season ... and should mea n a lot 
less time loitering behind LS8 trc ilers! ~ 
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BGA INSTRUCTOR COURSES 2004 BGA SOARING COURSES 2004 

Basic Instructor Courses at 
Husbands Bosworth 

81 1 3rd- 7th May 

Assistant Instructor Courses at 
Husbands Bosworth 

Soaring Courses at Husbands Bosworth 

SCH 1 31st May- 4th June 
SCH 2 30th August- 3rd September 

Soaring Courses at BGA Clubs 

IC 1 3rd-11th April 
IC 2 17th-25th April 
IC 3 15th-23rd May 
IC 4 5th-13th June 
IC 5 19th-27th June 

IC 6 
IC 7 
IC 8 
IC 9 

4th-12th Sept 
18th-26th Sept 
2nd-1Oth Oct 
16th-24th Oct 

SCA 1 5th-9th July Venue To Be Decided 
SCA 2 12th-16th July Venue To Be Decided 
SCA 3 19th-23rd July Venue To Be Decided 
SCA 4 26th-30th July Venue To Be Decided 
Venue's for away soaring courses will be published on the BGA 
website during February and will appear in the next issue of S&G 

Assistant Instructor Completion Courses 
at Husbands Bosworth 

Young Pilots Cross Country Coaching 
Course at Husbands Bosworth 

CC 1 1st-2nd May CC 2 8th-9th May YPCCCC 9th - 13th August 
Details of how to apply for this course will be published on the BGA 
website during January and will appear in the next issue of S&G 

Tel: 0116 2531051 Email: colin@gliding.co.uk 

The Premier Motor Gliding School 
* Courses or by the hour for NPPL 

SLMG & TMG PPL. 
* Bronze C Cross Country & Field 

Landing Gnea<s. 
* Convert your BGA Licence to an 

NPPL SLMG. 
* RT Examination Centre. 

www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk 
telephone 01608 677208 

If you'd like to raise the profile 
of your club, site or business 
by advertising in S&G, please 

telephone Debbie Carr 
on +44 (O) 116 253 1051 

or email debbie@gliding.co.uk 

February - March 2004 

of our members drive past several other perfectly good clubs t o get 
here, every weekend. lt can't just be our 20 launch an hour retrieve winch 

system with a new 8.5 ltr Knox winch. Perhaps it's the fully professional winch 
drivers, office staff and catering. lt could just be the friendly atmosphere or 

the traditional Saturday night dinner or the newly refurbished accommodation 
or the famous Mynd bar. Sure, this is one of the few places in Europe you 

can still bungee straight into wave but maybe it's more about the views and the 
buzzards and the Shropshire countryside. 

Want a place in the country to get away to at the weekends? 

MIDLAND GLIDING CLUB 
www.longmynd.com 

M GC. ~ongmynd. Church .Stretton. Shropsl11re. SY6 6 TA 01588 650206 
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REACH FOR THE HEIGHTS 

0 ouch the inger of 0 
Steve Derwin describes how 
last year, after more than a 
decade, gliding showed him 
the way to regain a world that 
he thought he had lost for ever 

TWICE now I have been granted the 
great distinction of being able to touch 
the Finger of God- both times in 

the company of a great man. The first time, 
it was with a lead ing mountaineer; the 
second, last summer, with an inspi rational 
pilot. As you might imagine, each time 
the experience has been a turning point 
in my earthly existence. 

The Finger of God - more correctly 
termed in French " Le Doigt de Oieu"- is J 

spectacular pinnacle of rock on the summit 
ridge of l a Meije in the Dauphin Alps, 
standing 3, 928m (12,900ft) above sea level. 
Le Ooigt itself is a huge gneiss "gendarme" 
that bars the way to a high-level traverse 
at the very top of one of the Alps' most 
testing north filces ... 

My first encounter with the deity's 
upstretched hand was in 1983 -or was 
it '84? I really don't remember time in such 
large units, but ask me about each second 
of the climb and I can still reca ll it in vivid 
Technicolor. I remember the long walk 
through the Alpine meadow to the foot of 
the route: the spikes of yellow bitter agrimony, 
the pretty little harebells and blue scabious 
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adorning the sweet-smelling meadow. 
l ate in the afternoon and to a mountaineer 
fresh on his journey and bent on the 
summit, they represented all that was good 
about the prospect of a safe return from 
sea I i ng the heights above. 

After a restive night in a high refuge, 
I climbed that north face via an extreme 
route called "Couloir en Z" and on the harder 
moves I remember nervously humming to 
myself a Stranglers song and reflecting on 
the appropriateness of the lyric: "turn the 
corner, rub my eyes and hope the world 
will last". We spent the next night shivering 
in a bivouac on a ledge no bigger than the 
average kitchen table. I remember brewing 
no fewer than 13 consecutive mugs of tea 
inside my bivvy sack. Sleep was impossible 
and keeping warm essential when pinned 
down to such a sma 11 spot. 

My partner - and the first great man of 
my story - was Alan Hinkes, now BritJin's 
leading high-al titude mountaineer and an 
inspiration to me as the lead cl imber in our 
partnership on many serious mountaineering 
undertakings back in those days when I still 
had the use of my legs. He and I went to 
East Africa together to climb Mount Kenya, 
to Peru to tackle unclimbed routes in the 
Cordillera Blanca range of the Andes; and 
to Alaska to weather an attempt on Mount 
McKinley. I've been with Alan to some 
of the most exhilarating places on earth, 
and to the place where the lowest-ever 

temperature was recorded, Denali Pass at 
18,000ft (5,500m) on McKinley. I've had 
some successes and just as many failures 
in my mountai neering ca reer and, in tru th, 
that's the way it goes in c limbing. But I have 
to say had I not lost the use of my legs in a 
motorcycle accident in 1989 I know I wou ld 
sti ll be taking the rough with the even 
rougher that mountaineering offers, such 
was my love of that sport. 

After my accident, I wasted little time in 
planning my return to the mountai ns. First 
thing I did was to buy a quad bike to try 
some high-level walking routes in the lake 
District and Scotland. But it was never the 
same. Too easy, and whilst there was a 
certain degree of risk, I found it lacked real 
challenge - and, besides, I could never 
stand astride sharp ridges or peer down 
precipitous faces to the ice fields thousands 
of feet below. 

Then the realisation came to me: "I know," 
I thought, " I' ll take up hang-gliding. Then I 
can fl y those ridges and peaks". Hang-gliding 
led me to microlights, and microlights to 
fixed-wing and fixed-wing, I'm del ighted to 
say, led me to the ultimate form of manned 
flight - gl iding. 

And it was through gliding that I was able, 
once again, to touch the Finger of God. In 
summer 2003, the second hero of my story 
made possible d return to the Alps that 
I could never have dreamed of. My journey 
through mountaineering and then aviation 
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Clockwise, from opposite: Le Doigt de Dieu (A/an Hinkes); Le Doigt, with Klaus Ohlmann in his yellow Calif, KO, 

on a lead-and-follow with two other gliders {Ciaus-Dieter Zink); Klaus and Sieve - in the cockpit of a borrowed 

Calif- at Serres; Sieve climbing {A/an Hinkes); A/an, the first "great man" of Sieve's story {Sieve Derwin) 

had led at last to the definitive high-altitude 
experience. In the cockpit with a world­
beating endurance pilot and over three days 
I fl ew more of the Alps than I had climbed 
in a lifetime. Those three days with Klaus 
Ohlmann enabled an emotive return to 
summits previously fought for in the heat 
and toil of long summer climbs; only this 
time we were in the comfort of a spacious 
side-by-side cockpit. Not that it wasn't 
committed, mind you! 

The aircraft was a Caproni Vizzola Calif 
A-21 , F-CEUF. The A-21 is a 20.38m 
side-by-side two-seater, which was first 
flown in November 1970. The cockpi t is 
glass-reinforced plastic (in later models, 
carbon-reinforced plastic) and the rest is 
basically light metal. For its time it was way 
ahead of everything like it and, according 

'Kiaus and I flew the north face 
of the Meije at less than a 

wingspan from its lofty galleries 
and snow ramps' 

to the Caproni brochure, has a UD of 43 
at 1 OS km/h. The comparable performance 
Schempp-Hirth glider came ten years 
later with the jJnus C; the first German 
production two-seater. 

Klaus and I flew the north face of the 
Meije in the Calif at less than a wingspan 
from its lofty galleries and snow ramps. 
I'm sure I saw the yellow patches of snow on 
the tiny bivvy ledge. That's how close 
I came on my return to this bastion once 
visited long ago. I knew that flying in this 
environment required the same level of 
sound judgment that climbing invariably 
does. In fact, it was spine-chilling, yet 
at the same time unbelievably rewarding. 

Alpine flying was also giving me access 
to new peaks on a tick list I thought would 
never be realised . In the Dauphin I was able 
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to traverse the Barre des Ecri ns and gaze 
once again on the direct line of the Whymper 
route by which I had reached its summit in 
83. The face seemed barer now, with the 
snow scoured by the heat of successive 
summers and poorer winters . Next, Pelvoux 
rushed into view and my mind span back 
to my ascent of Couloir Chaude, a near­
vertical ten-pitch ice-climb, on which I had 
held the rope for Hinksy. lt was here that 
I tirst experienced the blood-curdling, 
gut-emptying feeling of total fear brought 
on by the roar of stone fall down the narrow 
couloir in which we were climbing. 

Now Klaus and I pushed on across the 
Pare National de la Vanoise to the Mont 
Blanc Massif. After traversing the Chamonix 
valley we turned right past Montenvers and 
entered the 1\tler de Glace. On the opposite 
side of the valley we soared on weak 
thermals triggered by the warm rock of the 
north face of the Petit Dru, magnificent and 
shimmering as it towered over the glacier 
below. After gaining good height here we 
pushed on up the glacier, past the Couvercle 
hut, where I had stayed prior to my ascent of 
the east face of the Maine in ' 84. Because 
the cloudbase was well below the peaks and 
I knew that the glacier system here led up 
to the highest mountains in France, I realised 
we had flown into a valley where the only 
exit was the way we had entered -behind 
us. Flying above Europe's longest glacier 
with towering buttresses and ice fields 
either side and a ceiling of complete cloud 
cover was like flying into someone's hall 
passageway through their letter box. 

The great north face of the Grande jorasses 
swept by, revealing all its intricacies and 
closely guarded secrets, reserved for the 
brave, bold and technically profi cient. 
The Shroud, the Walker Spur and Croz Spur 
were magnificent, poised above the Glacier 
de Leschaux, and I was seeing them so 
close that I could reach out and feel the :..-



REACH FOR THE HEIGHTS 

~ wet rock, breathe in again to smell the sulphur 
of the stone fa ll. Here were of many of 
the routes I had dreamed of in my youth. 
Had I never dared to tackle them? O r had 
they been snatched away before I could 
test myself? Who's to know, this much later 
-and what do I care? I'm here now; they're 
just as inspiring from this perspective; and 
survival still depends on perfect judgment; 
on airmanship and iinely-honed fl ying skills 
as well as sound mountaineering decisions. 

This summer, as well as the tremendous 
ieeling of rega in ing a life thought lost, I had 
the ultimate privilege of fl ying with a world­
class pilot in the fantastic Cali f, <1 machine 
able to enter a verti ca l dive and, becn use of 
its speed-limiting brnkes, not go beyond VNI 
(velocity never exceed). At one point as we 
tracked south, after soaring the buoyant air 
enveloping the Gran Paradiso, we found our­
selves low in a remote valley w ith no appar­
ent landing fields. So low, in iact, that 
I swear I saw the whites of the eyes of a 
Chamois as it grazed unconcerned beneath 
us. Nut only low, but worse, the vario did 
not indicate any detectable li ft. We were in 
so close now, scratching for height, that full 
circles were impossible. Somehow, I've no 
idea how, Klaus sensed where we needed 
to be and guided the Cal if through air 
currents only he could detect. He flew with 
such delicate precision and beauti fully 
choreographed iigures of eight that we 
eventually pulled away from what I hJd 
thought was a definite crash-landing. His 
manoeuvres were in so tight that at the end 
of each beat I heaved a sigh of re lief that 
we were turning out from the unforgiving 
li ff - at least, until I looked forward into the 

va lley to see just how low and remote we 
really were. But, beat by beat, we maintained 
altitude, and after what seemed like a life­
time we gradually began a climb of a few 
metres. Eventually, we ascended into better 
lift. Full thermall ing circles signalled our 

Le Doigt de Oieu, seen from the south on Sieve's flight 
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escape from joining the grazing chamois. 
How can I describe flying with Klaus? 

Well, he is an man who quietly exudes 
enthusiasm for fl ying and who inspires 
tremendous confidence through his under­
stated and alwJys fiJtly honest appraisa l of 
any situation. His skills and judgment are 
never in doubt; his infectious commitment to 
what he is doing leaves you convinced that 
you want to be in the Jir w ith this man. In 
three days we were airborne for more than 
22 hours and on one journey covered 
a GPS recorded track of 1,1 OOkm. On one 
fl ight we saw the Vercour, the Ecrins, the 
Mont Blanc 1\tlassif, the Verdon, and more 
other mountains than I can reca ll. We visited 
Italy and the Gran Paradiso en route from 
Mont Blanc to the Verclon and were within 
striking distance of the Mediterranean Sea 
before turning north for Klaus's home field 
Serres, near Gap in France. W hat a journeyl 

In the cockpit Klaus is totally Jbsorbed in 

Left: Gran Paradiso in Italy, visited by Klaus and Sieve 

on one of three Alpine trips together {Sieve Oerwin) 

Above: the Calif heads the grid at Serres, Klaus ·base 

the task of fly ing. Not, it seems, because of 
Jny pressure, but because to give it less than 
full commitment would be to fa il to honour 
the ro le of pilot. You shouldn't expect a lot 
of conversation when fl ying w ith Klaus and, 
indeed, that would be unnecessary. The 
activity and the environment speak for 
themselves, and Klaus knows thi s. 

He also understood how much returning 
to the Alps meant to me and at one point 
sa id, unsolicited and in a moment of 
complete empathy: "You know, Steve, 
I'm a mountaineer too". He is. His love of 
the hil ls and his ab ility to traverse them 
so boldly and in such style sets him squarely 
in that category of mountaineers, r i lots 
and other great men. 

Klaus is far from ordinary. He is a doyen 
of his sport, a pilot extraordina ire, a 
mountaineer and an inspiration to be wi th. 
I can only thank him for helping me \ . 
return to the mountains I love. ~ 
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SAILPLANE DEVELOPMENT 

100 years of gliding technology 
The Wright brothers may have 
stopped gliding but motorless 
flight didn't end there. Afandi 
Darlington examines a century 
of development and anticipates 
the next leap in technology 

BEFO RE describing the evoluti on of 
gliders over the past 100 yea rs it is 
useful to define a "figure of merit" 

used to measure gliding performance 
- the li ft to drag ratio (LID). Lift to drag is 
equ ivalent to angle of glide, and fo r cross­
country gliding fli ghts, the higher the LID 
ratio the better as thi s allows the glider to 
cover more distance before having to find 
another thermal to climb in, or a fi eld to 
land in ! 

The performance of a sa ilpl ane can be 
described in terms oi a "speed polar," which 
is simply a graph showing the sinking speed 
of the sailplane as a function o f airspeed. 

In addition to the requirement for a high 
max imum LID rati o, the sailplane pilot I o 
des ires high va lues of LID across as large a 
speed range as poss ible, typically between 
40 and 120kts, as thi s enables very long 
distance fli ghts to be completed, and gliding 
contests to be won. The design drivers that 
determine the LID ratio are: 
• Wing span and aspect ratio 
• Wing aerofo il shape 
• Fu selag shape and wetted area 
• Surfac wav in ss 
•weight 
-all of whi ch are criti call y dependent on 
the airframe construction materiJI. Surface 
wavin ess and fini sh are critically important 
to achi eving laminar flow in the viscous 
"boundary layer" of air adjacent to the 
surface of the glider- if the surface is too 
wavy or rough the laminar boundary layer 
will be tripped into a turbulent state with a 
larg increase in drag; Figure 3 (below) 
shows a laminar boundary layer undergoing 
transition into a tu rbulent layer. 

The first documented glider was the 
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Figure 1 - Gliding flight (Steve Long/and) 

Cayley man-ca rry ing glider of 1853 (see 
photo, below, of a replica). The ori ginal 
device had a large w ing composed of a sail 
attached to a wooden framework, which 
took up its lifting aerofo il shape only in an 
airflow. Control wa~ achieved by verti ce~l 
and horizontal ta il surfaces connected to 
the "pilot" - actuall y Cay ley's erstwhile 
coachman, as Cayl ey was 80 yeJrs of age 
- by a wooden tiller as in a sailing boat. 

Whilst Cayley 's glider did fly for a short 
distance his Jchievements were quickl y 
forgotten after his dea th in ·1557 and, 
despite the efforts of Lili enthal in the 1890s 
and the Wright brothers in 1900-1902, it 
was not until the late 1920s that practical 
gliders were produced and ava ilab le to the 
everyday "c lub" ril ot. 

Typical of thi s earl y generation of 
sa ilrl anes is the beauti ful M inimoa, 
des igned by German pilot Wolf Hirth in 
'1936 (see photograph, overleaf). 

it was an advanced machine for its time, 
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Figure 2 - The speed polar 

Airspeed, V 

(Steve Long/and) 

fea tu ring a ca ntilevered wing rather than the 
strut-brac ing common on gliders that 
preceded it. Th wooden structure was 
fabri c covered and the w ingspan was c lose 
to the practica l limit ior wood at 1 7m w ith 
an aspect rati o of 19. The wing secti on use I 
was the very thick Gottingen 601 , and 
possessed limited laminar flow, leading to a 
modest maximum LID of onl y 28 . 

Bes ides giving low performance, the 
wooden structure required highly skill ed 
craftsmen to build and was vulnerable to 
handling damage. 

Aerodynamic design techniques progressed 
rapidly during World War Two and aero foil 
sections capable of signifi can t laminar flow 
were ava ilable to sa ilplane des igners 
immedi ately after the war was over in 1945; 
however, th ese proved impracti ca l with the 
wooden structures in use at thi s time as the 
small lump. and bumps on the surface of 
the glider tripped the laminar boundary layer 
into a higher-drag turbulent boundary layer. 

Figure 3- Transition to turbulence in a boundary layer The 2003 replica of Sir George Cayley's 1853 man-carrying glider (www. whitep/anes.com) 
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SAILPLA'NE DEVELOPMENT 

~ Even extensive filling and profiling 
of the structure was only partially successful 
due to the instability of wooden structures 
caused by temperature and humidity 
variations. What was needed was a much 
smoother surface. 

The breakthrough was initiated in 
Germany in 1952, when Stuttgart Akaflieg 
began studying laminated paper/balsa core 
sandwich structures for sailplane use. 

This system failed to meet the necessary 
strength requirements, but in 1 955 the paper 
was replaced by woven glass-fibre cloth and 
the construction method for all modern 
composite aircraft was born. 

The first glider to make use of glass-fibre 
reinforced plastic was the Akaflieg Stuttgart 
fs-24 Phoenix, designed by the brilliant 
German designers Richard Eppler and 
Hermann Nagele. The Phoenix was a 
conservative design but even so had a 
maximum UD of 38 that exceeded all 
wooden gliders that had preceded it. 

Before we move on in this story, a few 
words on the Akafliegs or 'academic flying 
groups' . The incomparable Akafliegs are sub­
departments of German university 
technical faculties in which interested 
students and staff take part in the whole 
process of concept, design, manufacture and 
testing of cutting-edge, state-of-the-art 
sailplanes, over a five to seven year period. 
The Akafliegs combine: 
• Enthusiastic young scientists and engineers 
who are active participants in the sport with 
a high level of personal achievement; 
• Ability and opportunity at an early career 
stage to explore new advanced technology 
without the constraints of commercia l risk; 
• The mature support and guidance of 
older faculty members, who are usually 
ex-Akaflieg members; 
• Support from local industry, which 
benefits from technology developed within 
the Akaflieg and from employment of 
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ex-Akaflieg students upon graduation 
• A nursery for the types of ski lls an 
advanced country needs in the 21st century. 

The success of the German Akaflieg system 
can be seen not only by the success of the 
German sailplane manufacturing industry, 
which is world-leading, but also in the 
ex-Akaflieg members that are active in 
the senior management of the German 
aerospace industry. lt is a system that should 
be encouraged in the UK by partnership 
between academia and industry. 

Returning to our story, the smooth surfaces 
available using composite structures had 
unlocked the performance of laminar flow 
wing sections whilst at the same time, 
providing higher tensile strength and stiffness 
that allowed larger-wingspan gliders to be 
built. In addition, the smooth wing surfaces 
were stable over the long term, reducing the 
maintenance requirement compared to the 
ageing wooden gliders. 

The early 1960s saw a proliferation of 
glass-fibre sailplane designs in the German 
Akafliegs, including the Braunschweig SB6 
of 1961 designed by Bjorn Stender and his 
team. Stender went on to design the BS-1 
sailplane, similar to the D-36 described 
below, which went into production in 1966. 
Meanwhile the H-301 Open Libelle 

The 0-36 Circe pioneered trailing-edge flaps 

Left: Minimoa, showing cantilevered wing (A/an Self) 

Above: Akaflieg Stuttgart fs-24 Phoenix 

designed by Wolfgang Hutter and Eugen 
Hanle became the first composite glider to 
be mass produced, with 100 built between 
1964 and 1969. 

Another significant glider in our story was 
the very advanced Akaflieg Darmstadt D-36 
"Circe" of 1965. Whilst the 17.8m wingspan 
of the D-36 had raised the UD to 44 the 
D-36 was important because it pioneered 
the use of trailing-edge flaps to increase the 
performance at high speeds between 70 and 
90 knots, where the flap was deflected 
upwards to increase the extent of laminar 
flow over the lower wing surface. Flaps have 
become a standard design feature on high 
performance sailplanes ever since. 

The manufacturing methods used in the 
production of the Phoenix remain basically 
unchanged today, due to the high price and 
repair difficulty of more modern techniques 
such as autoclave cured pre-impregnated 
(pre-preg) composite materials. The benefits 
of pre-preg over traditional wet lay up 
carbon-fibre composite structures are 
tabulated below: 

Wet lay-up Pre·preg 
Weight 100% 95% 
Strength 100% 110% 

Fibre volume 60% 70-75% 

Cost 2 or 3 

Repair Ease Moderate Complex 

Carbon fibre pre-pregs with their higher 
material design allowables are beginning to 
be used in gliders such as the world's largest 
glider, the 30.8m span Eta (photo opposite). 
The Eta wing has an aspect ratio of 51.3 and 
a maximum UD of 70, and is easi ly the most 
efficient aircraft yet conceived by mankind. 

Besides improvements in material science, 
great advances have been made in aero­
dynamics to maximise the extent of low-drag 
laminar flow over the wings, fuselage and 
empennage of a glider such as the Eta. 

Modern computation fluid dynamics 
(CFD) software has been used to design both 
the 2-D wing aerofoi l section, as well as the 
more complicated three-dimensional regions 
such as the wing-fuselage fairing and 
wingtip. Subtle changes in wing aerofoil 
shape in the wing root region reduce the 
triangular-shaped turbulent 'wedge' of 
airflow to reduce drag. At the wingtip, 
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Figure 4 - CFD mesh for wing-wing/et junction 

Right: Eta, the world's largest glider (/an Seagerlflyer) 

optimi sed w inglets reduce li ft-induced drag 
by up to 5%, further boosting LID. 

Wi th currentl y avail abl e technology, 
glider perform ance has reached a plateau, 
and ever enlarging the wingspan to increase 
L/D leads to gliders that are impractical to 
handle on the ground . A recent design 
exercise undertaken by students at Delft 
University of Tec hnology in Holland 
has shown that to reach an L/D of 1 00 
the wingspan must be increased to 42m! 
A technology lea p is requi red. 

The technology leap most li ke ly to occur 
w ill be bou ndary layer sucti on, probably 
using battery-powered suction pumps to 
suck away the turbulent boundo ry layer thot 
ex ists over 40°/., of a typica l glider. Whil st a 
des ign for a similar glider was proposed in 
1985 by Wa iter Pfenninger (a lthough this 
design used a w indmilling propeller to drive 
the boundary layer suction pumps rather 
than battery power) the mJnufacturing costs 
involved mean such a glider cannot be 
produced today at an affordable cost. 

Promising developments are under way, 
however, such as pneumatic drilling of tiny 
0.2mm diameter holes through the outer 
carbon fibre wi ng skin to allow the turbul ent 
bounda ry layer to be sucked away. Vari ous 
wing skin core materia ls are being considered, 
whi ch allow the intern al spa nwi se suction 
plenum chambers to be fo rmed at a reason­
able cos t Jnd current aerodynamic work at 
TU Delft has shown thot only three or four 
of these suct ion plenums need to be built 
into the w ing for the suction to work. Wind 
tunnel tests on practi ca l gli der w ing secti ons 
w ith sucti on runn ing w il l occur in 2004 and 
it may be on ly seven to 10 years before this 
technology is industri alised into production 
sa ilplanes, prov iding a Standard Class glider 
with maxi mum LID ratios of -60:1 and open 
class gliders w ith LID > 100:1. 

Boundary layer suction sa ilplanes w ill 
offer the opportunity to smash the ex isting 
world gliding distance record, which now 
stands at 3,008km, w ith the potentia l of 
fl yi ng 4,000km in one day without the use 
of an engine. 

it is interesting to note th at w ith such a 
100:1 glider, the sca le of the world 's weather 
systems becomes the limi ting factor to flying 
big distances in gliders. The hi gh-pressure 
systems that produce good thermal 
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conditions fo r gliding are around t ,OOOkm 
<~ c ross , only allowing a triangle of 2,600km 
to be flown; longer-distance tasks w ill have 
to be fl own in wave systems. 

Summary 
The development of the high-performance 
sa ilplane over the last 100 years has closely 
fo llowed engineering advances in structural 
materi als and aerodynamics. A virtuous 
circle driven by composite construction led 
to smooth and stable structures, which in 
turn encouraged the development of more 
efficient laminar-flow wing sections. 
Reduction in w ing drag spurred designers to 
mJke adv<1 nces in other areas such as 
retractable underca rri age, moveab le flaps on 
the wing trailing edge and addi tion of large 
quantities of water ballast that would have 
been imprJcti cal with wooden structures. 

All laminar Lf{ sailplane. 

h==JZ.J;.melers/.b.) =100 . 
(iJ mat 

Figure 5- Pfenninger's 100:1 UD glider design of 1985 

The threefold improvement of sa ilplane 
LID ratio between the earl y 1920s and 2000 
has enabled pilots to experience flights 
thJt would not have been possible before 
- including fl ying into the stratosphere to set 
the world height record of 48,500ft or high 
above the Andes to fly 3,008km in one day 
w ithout the use of an engine. 

Further aerodynamic, structural and 
manufac turing advances Jre foreseeable 
and w ill occur w ithin the next 50 years; 
for the sa ilplane pilot the prospect of the 
100 :1 L/D glider is a something to savour 
and will enable outstanding long distance 
fli ghts to be completed. 

The limit may well be the geographica l 
sca le of our wea ther pattern s rJther than 
our appli ca ti on of advanced engineering 
in sa ilpl ane design. ~ 
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Intrepid adventurers Paul Barker 
and Guy Westgate have managed 
to take the ultimate TP photo 
- Mt Etna's crater - on an epic 
out-and-return from southern 
England to Sicily. Now for the 
homeward leg ... all 2,500km of it 

W
E HAD taken 12 days to soar from 
England to Mt Etna, and spent the 
night with new friends from the dirt 

microlight strip at Paterno, just south of the 
steaming volcano. They told us that Etn<~ is 
gelling more active; that night, the looming 
si lhouette was a constant reminder of how 
clos and vulnerable we were. 

We were taken on a drive the next morning 
to get breakfast, but after half an hour of 
touring a deserted construction ite "looking 
for the ice cream man," we wer nervous. 
Had we committed some heinous social 
faux pas the previous night? Were we about 
to witness the way the Sicilians dispatch their 
guests? We were both very relieved when 
the ice-cream van arrived - and not a concrete 
mixer! 

A th in plume of steam and smoke was rising 
from the north-east crater as we arrived at 
the strip, but by the time we launched, the 
convergence cloud had returned, largely 
obscuring our view of Etna. Agatha, Italy's 
Patron Saint of eruptions, watched over us 
as we climbed along the north-west flanks 
of the volcano in thermals for the last time 
and psyched ourselves for the start of the 
long journey home. 

We crossed over a busy airfield at Cherubino 
that we had not noticed before, a few miles 
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north of Paterno: 20 microlights were stacked 
up alongside the very short runway. Away from 
the convergence cloud, we thermal led quickly 
towards controlled airspace; cloudbase was at 
7,000ft with excellent visibility. We ca lled 
Cat<.\nia air traffic control, who cleared us 
on the "standard route". I told the controller 
we were unfamiliar, to be told we should be 
and to follow th rout as cleared. Realising 
that questions could quickl y become counter­
productive, I responded with "Roger" . Later 
Paul ca lled our position aga in and asked 
for a direct routing to take us west of the 
volcano. This was approved and our next 
ca ll should be tu Reggio. 

On the lower slopes, we p ssed over a 
cluster of fu maroles, the crat rs left by o ld 
eruptions. Some were tree covered, some 
much more recent. The colours were varied 
too, some black with old lava, others sulphur 
yellow. Towards the northern end, we crossed 
the most recent lava flows, much pinker in 
colour, but also witnessed the damaged roads 
and large sections of burnt forest. 

The route towards Messina was much easier 
than our passage south the day before. We 
said goodbye tu Sicily and crossed the Straights 
w ith a headwind, to reach Lhe first ridges on 
the mainland just high enough to taste some 
weak rough thermals, but not high enough 

to prevent a short engine run. We flew east 
initially t.o contact better-developed c louds 
down the Ionian coast, where we found almost 
1 OOkm of sea breeze that delivered us easi ly 
to the Lamezia control zone. Having called our 
position, we were surprised when the 
controller cleared a charter jet on to th 
runway loca liscr less than a mile away. 11w 
controller's misunderst<Jnding was highlighted 

'We glid north, but soon got 
caught in lower convergence 

cloud and dived even further north 
until we ran out of cumulus, useful 

mountains and landing options' 

again when he described to the airline pilot 
that his traffic was a single microlight flying 
up the coast some distance from our position. 

We left the coastline but wasted time and 
height routing north to keep in radio contact; 
even so, the high ground blocked the signal 
before we could close the flight plan with 
Lamezi<L We sank towards the cloudless 
coastal delta and the town of Crotone. The 
southern f\pennines were sucking cool sea 
breezes across the flat ground and the air was 
dead. We decided to go for extra distan e but 
the inversions in the plain would not let us 
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reach the last cumulus over the Sila Mountains. 
We took another short engine burn to escape 
the delta and made use of the last mountai n 
therma ls up to 8,000ft. The verdure-covered 
high plateau south of Cosenza had an ai r of 
the lush northern pre-Aips. For a few moments 
we cou ld forget the hostile, arid rocks and dust 
of southern Italy. We glid north but soon got 
ca ught in lower convergence cloud and dived 
even further north until we ran out of cumulus, 
useful mountains and landing options. 

The 4,000ft Ca tena Costiera ridge was now 
" the last obstac le between us and Sca lea's I microlight strip on the west <>ast, the onl y 
! landing si te for the next 11 Okm. We hoped to 
l find helpful sea breezes aga inst the giant 

coastal ridge but the air was surprisingly still. 
We set off direct to our GPS co-ordin ates but 
tens ion rose when we realised they did not 
mark an airfield. I was below 500ft when Paul 
spotted the narrow grass strip a few mil es north 
of the resort town and we both landed safely 
to roll up to the derelict buildings on th e 
far end of the field. 

Students were preparing the strip as a staging 
post fo r the return leg of the annual Alps to 
Etna ULM rally and we rea li sed that we h<Jd 
passed over the successful competitors north of 
Paterno th at morning. The loca ls exp lained that 
the flying club buildings al Scalea had been 
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Above: Paul above tile Matese mountains east of Naples 

Rigilt: tile familiar field at Pavullo, visited twice on tile .trip 

Below and bottom rigilt: fumaroles and lava flows on Etna 

destroyed by fire a few yea rs before, and now 
the d ub faced an uncertain future as 
construction of a regional airport had started 
only a few mil es further north. 

We walked into th e resort for a beer and 
watched as the blood-red sun set over the 
Mediterranea n. The tranquillity belied the 
harsh terrain in the mountains: the testing 
soaring conditions that we had already 
encountered and that were sure to lie ahead. 

We chose an abandoned van on the airfield 
to sleep that night instead of the burnt-out 
clubhouse but woke at first light. A jurass ic­
sized wasp was patrolling the va n above us. 
We packed up quickly then noticed the nests 
in the roof and crept out before we angered 
the beasts. The nature trail did n t stop there, 
as there were geckos and li za rds basking in the 
morning sun on the charred clubhouse walls. 

We talked with the club students agai n 
before the race ai rcraft arrived and learnt that 
despite the freedoms ULJ\1\s (microligh ts) enjoy 
in Italy, they are not allowed into internati onal 
airports or controlled Jirspace, must not 
ca rry rad ios and have stringent maxi mum 
altitude limits. We decided that to prefix our 
ca ll signs in Italy w ith ULM would certainly 
close more doors than it opened. 

The land breeze changed early as predicted 
and we waited for signs of convection in the 
mountains between Jrrivals from th e Etna race. 
A few competitors delighted in telling us th at 
they had just come from Sicily - we looked at 
our own sleek white gliders with pride and 
allowed them thei r moment of glory. 

When finally off, we Look a high burn 25 km 
up the Loa va lley, to get clear of the sea air, 
Jnd were soon in 6,000ft mountains with good 
cu mulus. Paul complained of a rough-running 
engine but that was soon forgotten as the >-



TRAVELS WITH MY TOOTHBRUSH 

:.-- thermals improved on our route north, 
following lines of energy over the Apennines 
on to the high plateau towards Foggia. We 
enjoyed half an hour of cloudbases up to 
almost 9,500ft and thermals to match. Our 
first hint of trouble was an all-too-familiar 
white line on the forward horizon. The anvil 
head grew until a wall of storms developed, 
completely shutting off our route north, 
forcing a change of gear and of direction. 
Cloudbase tumbled to 6,000ft as we 

{f) 

~ 
"' r 
0 
::> 

<0 
ii> 
il. 

t.YOH 

12000 

1SOO 

600 

CATANIA 

36 

traversed west towards Naples. Foggia 
air-traffic contro l let us through without 
restrictions but cond itions continued to 
deteriorate. We made our last glide on to 
the high ground north of Benevento as 
cloudbase dipped again to 4,500ft but 
our reward was worsened visibi lity and 
turbu lence as the w ind shi fted, sucking 
moist sea air across the chaotic system of 
ridges and deep va lleys east of Naples. 

We had reached the back of the Matese 
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Mountains, wh ich we had 
successfully soared on our 
route south, but after a scare 
apiece in low-level turbulence, 
we needed a burst with the 
engines to cut us some think­
ing time. The veering sea­
breeze was nmv blowing up 
the south-west facing slopes at 
1 Okts, so we crept along the 
edge of Naples' airspace. For 
the next two hours we were 
treated to some of the most 
exhilarating fl ying we had 
done. Weak ridge lift let us 
exp lore fi rst north-west up the 
4,000ft limestone cli ffs past 
Piedimonte Matese, and then 
across an awkward transition 
where the ridge breaks and 
jumps 17km into wind from 
Monte Cappella to Presenzano. 
We leapfrogged each other, 
taking it in turns to risk the 
next unknown ridge until we 
had reached Cassino and h-ad 
a glide to the familiar large 
grass airfield at Aquino. We 
had stolen the last 80km from 
an unsoarable afternoon. 
Elated, we circled Aquino to 
find the runway covered in 
sheep. The ridges had aban­
doned us, and with a dead sky 
ahead, we had no option but 
to fire up the engines again 
and push north to another 
landing site. We first inspected 
some co-ordinates at Ceccano, 
but the runway looked too 
short, so cont inued over the 
Lepini Mountains to Artena, 
one of the biggest ULM 
centres in Italy, and only 
35km south of Rome. 

The airfield looked deserted, 
but soon we found some 
activity in a hangar and 
secured a lift down the five­
mile farm track to the nearest 
fuel station and take-away 
pizza. Back on the airfield, we 
fell on our feet once again, 
and were allowed to sleep in 
Giul iano's private maintenance 
hangar. He had not only beds 
but also a Rotax licence and 
set to work on Paul's engine 
the fo llowing morning. 

We left the picturesque strip 

and the cornfields south of Rome with a 
significant sea breeze and climbed out 
north-east away from Rome's contro lled 
airspace. Paul 's engine started misfiring as 
soon as he was airborne despite Giu liano's 
tweaking and tightening and we considered 
returning for more advice. We were soon 
distracted, though, by good lift and soared 
north over the Simbruini Mountains. 

As we crossed the Salto va lley the airmass 
changed and we sank Jlong the sunny, into­
wind ridges under Monte Velino (8, 160ft), 
confused by the abrupt change in our fortunes. 
Engine time was looking likely as we l imped 
into the L'Aqui lla Valley, where Paul decided 
enough was enough and landed at the 
gliding club to seek engineering help. I took 
a short engine climb on to the mighty ridges 
of the Gran Sasso d' ltal ia to wa it. 

Paul reported that the first engineer he had 
met instructed him to take off immediately, 
as L'Aquil la was closed through lack of fire 
cover. He should not be there and if an 
official caught him, the glider wou ld be 
impounded. He cut his radio ca ll short as 
more figures were walking towards the 
glider. He wasted no time in tak ing off again 
but his 6,000ft climb to Rieti aggravated the 
engine further and he ca lled that he was 
worried that it showed signs of stopp ing 
altogether. After hearing he had a safe 
altitude, I could relax, liberated for an 
afternoon wi th my "hurry madness" 
temporarily cured. W hatever solutions were 
needed, I cou ld do nothing now and was 
free to soar around Mt Cartio Grande at 
9,56'1 ft, exploring the delicate lakes, grassy 
rises and rocky outcrops without rushing. 
Despite 1 Okts of wind blowing up thousands 
of feet of rock, inexp licably, the lift wou ld 
barely carry me 01bove the ridge and the 
afternoon turned into another tactical struggle. 
I was outclimbed by a pair of wJ ikers, sca ling 
an outcrop off the main ridge, and they were 
well on the way back down before I cou ld 
finally top out myself at 8,200ft. 

I started the 55km glide west to Rieti from 
Mt Corvo, following the switchbacks of 
the Aterna river through the Reatini hi l ls. 
I found more ridge lift thilt let me play over 
the abrupt corners of the river va lley, 
covered in dry yellow grasses and hassled by 
the wind. Paul had found an engineer at 
Rieti, who tinkered for an hour or so, then 
sent Paul on a test flight. Despite being 
denied take-off initia lly because of the 
Italians' Monday ru le (no visiting pilots can 
fly on Mondays), it was immediately clear 
there was stil l a problem. Paul's desp<1i r 
deepened as the engineer went off home, 
but promised to continue in the morning. 

I sat in the last of the thermodynamic 
ridge li ft at 7,000ft under Mt Terminillo 
before returning to conso le Pau l. 

We met Erik and Verner, two Bohemian 
Germans who had rented a DG-800 for a 
month or so; they reported that they had 
experienced some superb condi tions, but 
were fatigued by the current pattern of heat 
and thunderstorms. 

The next day forecast a similar inversion, 
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Above: Parked up at Sea/ea's microlight strip 

Right: ULM rally staging post at Sea/ea. The new 

regional runway under construction is clearly visible 

under the wing. 

Text and photos by Guy Westgate 

breaking to the south. We set off eager to 
make some distance. Paul's engineer 
determined that the problem was limited to 
high power settings and identified a failing 
magneto. We took advice from Bob McLean, 
the U K DG agent, by phone, who suggested 
it was acceptable to run on a single mag as 
the PIK-20E, with a similar Rotax engine, 
was designed with only single ignition. So 
we decided to proceed. 

The south-westerly wind had increased so 
that north of Terni the obvious route was 
to follow the Apennine spine past Foligno as 
it swept in an arc east of the Perugia Basin. 
The ridge was kicking off powerful thermals 
to over 7,000ft but as we pushed north, 
we were driven down on to the ridges more 
frequently as the inversion dropped. We ran 
out of ridge 140km north of Rieti on top of 
Mt Nerone at 5,000ft; our motorway had 
ended. The escape paths downwind towards 
Rimini and due north looked rugged and 
quite uninviting. 

We considered our next overnight stop 
but with few thermals left our options were 
limited to the fields en route to the west and 
north-west. Our only choice was to drive 
18km into 20kt of headwind to the next low 
hills but we first milked every foot of height. 
By some miracle, we arrived just high 
enough to contact dynamic lift again and 
climbed against the new ridges leading up to 
Mt dei Frati. Above the peak, we found that 
the tree-covered slopes were popping weak 
thermals and again took a leap forwards 
towards Arezzo GC, 35km across the valley. 

We tracked a little north and tested the 
shallow slopes under Mt il Castello, halfway 
to the airfield. Curiously, the wind had 
turned to strike the highest bowl, giving us 
an extra 1 ,OOOft- just enough to make the 
next field at 11 Borro, now 25km north. 
By this stage, our unlikely progress had 
imbued us with a sense of inevitable 
achievement, so it did not concern us that 
we never found the field. We did reach the 
base of the Pratomagno Plateau, however, 
and with the strengthening wind now almost 
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square on to the 3,000ft ridge, we were 
handed yet another stepping-stone in the 
afternoon's adventure. After playing Don 
Quixote with the wind turbines on the far 
end of the escarpment, we paused for a 
while to work out our next move. 

We had crashed right up to the Florence 
control zone; the next ridge in clear airspace 
was more than 70km to the north-west. We 
had daylight and the will to continue but 
knew any extra distance would be by ridge 
or engine only, so took the comfortable glide 
north to Mugello, under the San Benedetto 
mountains. The gliding club was packing up 
when we arrived, and we got a lift down the 
steep hill to find a pizza restaurant in Borgo 
San Lorenzo but had to find our own way 
back, through swarms of dancing fire-flies. 

The inversions were stronger the next day. 
We climbed in weak thermals over the 
Ferrari racetrack next to the airfield, but 

'We couldn't decide 
which was worse: 
storms or stability' 

once in the mountains, the wind showed an 
aggression that we had been spared over the 
past few days. Less than an hour away from 
Mugello we were stuck over inhospitable 
terrain in a deep tree-filled valley, unable to 
escape the lowest inversions. We both took 
long engine burns and climbed to the start 
of the last big Apennine chain before the 
mountains run into the Po valley. I tracked 
up the hanging valley in front of the massive 
Corno a lie Scale but despite 1 Okts blowing 
directly up the mountain, it was a struggle to 
even make the crest of the ridge. The nearest 
landable fields en route were all blocked 
by hostile terrain; the lift was so marginal we 
needed maximum concentration just to keep 
level. lt was some of the more taxing flying 
we had tried- debilitating heat, 
dehydrating conditions, huge rock faces, dry 
screed fields and frustratingly marginal I ift 
-but despite our two-hour search for a 
change in fortune, the lazy air showed no 

tendency to climb. Despite the adventurers' 
code that there is little progress without a 
struggle, we felt we had resisted the 
inevitable for long enough and slipped over 
the back of Mt Cimone and backtracked to 
the familiar field at Pavullo. 

Bruno extended the same hospitality 
we had enjoyed a week earlier and was 
fascinated by our stories of Etna. He told 
us that the Alps were currently deep in 
heat-triggered storms. We couldn't decide 
which was worse: storms or stability. 

Little had changed the following day. 
We took a long climb up to Mt Cimone to 
continue where we had broken off, expecting 
to motor into the Po valley if progress was 
similarly frustrating. 

We followed the Lima River in front of 
Mount Giovo and then the northern end of 
the Tosco Emiliano Apennines. There was 
enough of a breeze to soar, but high ridges 
linking the peaks shifted in and of wind 
enough for us to keep on our toes and take 
nothing for granted. The air was heavily 
inverted but a little less stubborn than 
yesterday. We made progress by hugging the 
mountain spines and ridges carefully. 

My fortunes turned when I crossed a spur 
1OOft lower than Paul. I slipped out of the 
best lift and, frustratingly, found myself 
sinking into the valley. The hot humid air 
was forming scruffy cumulus well below the 
ridges and after reaching a soaring stand-off, 
I took the only way back into dynamic lift, 
with the engine. The Mediterranean air was 
forming orographic cloud on the highest 
ridge past La Spezia but conditions finally 
went blue past Mt Molinatico, marking the 
end of the giant Apennines. 

I met up with Paul under a single cumulus, 
boosted by some convergence pattern over 
the valley split at Borgo Val di Taro. We 
climbed to 6,000ft and set ofi into very 
different conditions: a drop in visibility and 
a change of terrain as the ridges now lined 
up against our path. The change of air 
quality made for fickle climbs and it was not 
long before we were stuck in deep tree-lined >-
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THE ITALIAN JOB 

> va lleys with safe escape options running 
out fast. We split, taking routes north and 
south around the last big peak, Mt Ebro. 
I climbed with the engine one last time, just 
high enough to confirm there was no ridge 
lift, and look a very marginal glide into the 
Po valley and Novi Ligure. lt was the first 
gliding club we had found on the trip that 
had a rea l club ieel. We borrowed a caravan 
in the middle of one of the derelict militarv 
hangars and shared a club meal that eveni'ng. 

We walked into town for a cappuccino 
and spent a relaxed morning looking for 
signs of convection. We launched towards 
good-looking cumulus and climbed to 
3,500ft easily. The ragged cumulus thinned as 
the visibility tumbled and our problems start­
ed as the hill of the Ligure Apennines 
loomed up out oi the haze. Our operating 
band was getting squeezed, so we turned 
north a little to leave the Ligurian vineyards 
for the more intense agriculture of the lower 
Tanaro river valley. 

At cloudbase we could see anvil heads of 
new storm clouds, building both south and in 
a line to our west, so we were on borrowed 
time again. We had enough fuel to climb 
through the Maritime Alps but as we slipped 
under ai rspace around the top of Cuneo the 
storms took hold. A rough thermal suddenl y 
accelerated in a convergence zone and the 
view towards the mountains was obliterated 
by dense haze and cloud despite ·1 O,OOOft 
peaks only a few miles away. We climbed 
2,000ft w ith the Rotax to explore a rout 
west but the biggest anvil was now lyi ng over 
us and with storms on all sides we turned 
around, back to Cuneo. After a KLM jet was 
safely on the ground the control ler re laxed 
enough to let us join visually and 
we taxied to the apron for an afternoon of 
forecast chasing in the dispatcher's ffice. 

The weather hardly changed the next clay, 
anvil heads and high cloud all hut shut off 
convection in the Po valley and it was a 
two-hour fight to fly the 60km north towards 
Turin . There seemed little point in pushing 
hard into the mountains in marginal weather 
so we chose one of the ULM sites from 
Bruno's guidebook and landed at Musine. 
The strip looked narrower than advertised, 
and appeared to taper. I put it clown to 
perspective until it I was committed. Not 
only was it very narrow but also too short. 
I immediately told Paul that under no 
circumstances should he land and set about 
finding help. The place was deserted so, 
figuring things couldn't get any worse, 
I backtracked to the thinner end when it 
became evident just how narrow the strip 
was. With my main wheel against the high 
grass on one side, my wingtip wheel was 
only inches from the bushes along the other 
si de, making the width at most 9m. To make 
matters worse, I had to ace I ra te the first 
1 OOm with the lower wing hard into the grass 
to keep the other clear of the bushes. 
I took the entire length of the strip to get 
airborne, and mercifully climbed. 

Paul had found some weak I ift to stay to 
watch proceedings and we made the brief 
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Above: Black and While Glaciers in the Ecrins massif 

Right: Dome de Neige at the head of the Glacier Blanc 

transition to Torino Acritalia, a stone's throw 
from the city. The controller g;we us some 
strict instructions on landing procedure and 
we taxied up to the hangar. it turned out to 
be a gliding club; yet again we were well 
received. The members had <1 good forecast 
and several were planning cross-countries 
for the nex t day. We took a bus into the 
pictur sque city and watched storms ircle 
the iazza Castello and the Po River. Despite 
the weeks of storms, the river was many 
metres below its normal level. 

The airfield was guarded by the army, and 
two conscripted sentries looked longingly 
across at the club barbecue for most of the 
evening. The storm clouds parted far too late 
to be useful , but gave an inspirational sunset, 
bathing our proposed route in warm orange. 
Three weeks into the tour, our "Italian job" 
was olmost complete. just one day of even 
average weather and we could clear the Alps. 

After a very short climb, we entered the 
Alps along the Susa V~ ll ey, a deep winding 
valley that cuts straight into the heart of the 
mountains. The south-facing slopes provided 
a weak mix of dynamic and thermal lift 
above the Riaria River. I had refi tted my 
wing-mounted video ca mera, and the loss of 
performance did not help progress west as 
we contoured the rising peaks. Once below 
the cn~st, the lift vanished and I twice glid 
towards the river, s rting the engine over a 
car park in Susa and again at the head of the 
vall ey as Paul was reporting difficulties over 
Bardonecchia. I found weak lift under 
Mt haberton and pressed on to better 
thermal sources, but to no avail. I was in 
a slide towards the head of the valley but, 
as there were no landout options, I did not 
dare go for the engine. The transition 
between Po valley and mountain weather 
was proving too complica ted and on my 
escape route back out into the wider valley 
I ran into a sav ing climb under the towering 
flanks of L'Aiguill e Rouge at !3,360ft. 

The view of the co lossal peach-and-ruby 
rock wall rushing up on every turn was 
almost psychologica lly choking, but as the 
vario screamed, the daunting cliff face fell 
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away and I could breathe again. Paul was 
under power and joined me as we passed 
a group of climbers on the summit. We had 
found the key into the mountains and the 
scenery was fantast ic. I was wriggling with 
excitement, thinking of all the superlatives 
I had wasted in life, leavi ng few to truly 
describe the panorama of mountain peaks 
that expanded with every climbing turn. 

The 14,000ft clouclbase was still some 
way off as we dived away from Brianc;on, 
clown the Guisanc River towards the Ecrin 
Massif. Paul had a date with the spectacular 
Glacier Blanc on th north side of the 
highest peak, the Barre des Ecrins, standing 
at ·t3,460ft. We played with other gliders 
around the Pie des Agneaux and then the 
"Black" Glacier before turning our attention 
to the prize itself. Although not the biggest, 
the "Wh ite" Glacier has few equa ls in the 
Alps for pure theatr and it was hard to resist 
running it as if on a toboggan. 

We followed the natural rising ridgeline 
towards the highest peak and the Dome de 
Neige, which even in late June was thick 
with dirty snow. Great creases in the 
slumpecll<~yers gave the impression that 
if we flew too close, we might trigger the 
whole mountain to slide off into the glacier. 

We escaped the Ecrin into the Veneon 
Valley. The aweson1e peaks of La Meije just 
appeared above the horizon as we sank 

Goodbye to Mont Blanc 

and the Alps 

towards the ski station of les Deux-Aipes. 
The following hours proved just how easy 
Alpine flying ca n be when you are above 
the peaks, and the 1 J,OOOft cloudbase made 
the transition over the Rhone valley towards 
Mt Blanc deceptively easy. 

The thermals were in decline as we 
passed Lake Annecy and the familiar Savoie 
ridge and we look our last climb over the 
sunny ridg s of D nts clu Midi into the 
Rhone valley. We plugged far destinations 
into our computers, looking for a sensible 
landing site, and plumped for one of the 
airfields south of the Jura Mountains; if we 
arrived with enough height, we might be 
able to continue further into France. 

The glide was disturbingly still, and with 
the drag of the camera I arrived overhead 
Lake Neuchatel almost 1 ,OOOft below Paul. 
There was lift in the lower Juras but we 
concluded any further distance might need 
an engine burn, so we landed at the gliding 
club next to th lake, with another warm 
reception. The pilots described the paradox 
of the local systems, that when the juras 
were good enough to get into the Alps, the 
Alpine weather was often poor. We had 
stolen much of our progress through lt<~l y 
from unreasonably hostile conditions, 
and looked forward to a strong finish to 
romp home. \ . 
Next issue: the last leg of the juurney ~ 
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THREE LGC 11 ,OOOKMS 

3,000km in a day 
When Paul Watson, a relative newcomer to gliding, 
went on his first expedition with fellow members 
of London GC, he was impressed to find three 
1 ,OOOkm Diplomas among the haul of badge claims 

DECEMBER 4, 2003 was a successful 
day for three out of five London GC 
members who attempted a 1 ,OOOkm 

double out-and-return (0/R) task. The 
flights by Robin May, Carr Withal! Jnd 
Ed Downham were not without some nail­
biting moments Js nightfall rapidly 
approached their temporJry base at New 
Tempe Jirfield, Bloemfontein, in Free State, 
South Africa. Attempts by LGC members 
Steve Lynn Jnd John Reed didn't quite mJke 
it but ended in creditable performances of 
780 and 930km respectively - there being 
no landouts. 

The clay started with <1 thorough weather 
brief delivered by Soaring Sabris' Dick 
Bradley. The forecast encompassed an 
appraisal of various data supplied by the 
local met office at Bloemfontein. This 
included: thunderstorm probability along 
intended task route, forecast wind velocities 
at various levels, predicted thermal 
strengths, dew point variations and the 
usual study of skew T data leading to trigger 
surface temperature, and other parameters. 
The outlook for success looked good but it 
was certainly not going to be a "walk in the 
park"- daylight hours being a big factor, 
especially with only 15 minutes between 
sunset and official night due to the latitude 
of New Tempe. 

At the launchpoint is Robin in an ASH 25 
with friend and colleague Mike Abbott 
riding shotgun in the rear seat; Carr is in a 
Nimbus 3; and Ed is in a Standard Class LS8. 
The first visible signs of worthwhile thermals 
are the faint milky show of nascent, popping 
cumulus clouds, and these signal launch 
commencement at 09.40hrs. Aerotows were 
provided by a Safaris Cessna 182 flown by 
Etienne Gerber. Eel gets away just before 
10.00 and he radios back a positive report of 
weak lift condit ions. Then, soon, with all 
away, normality returns to New Tempe: 
lesser mortals set off on more pedestrian 
300km and 500km tasks! 

Airborne with Robin in the ASH 25, P2 Mike 
Abbolt picks up the story: 

"Airborne at 10.03 local time - field 
elevation 4,500ft amsl -field temperature 
already into the mid-20s- the flight starts 
with a straight northerly leg of 341 km to the 
first TP at Mansfield. At 60 minutes into the 
flight and only 72km, we are finding it 
difficult to be optimistic. Every thermal is 
appraised, some are selected for circling 
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Standing (L-R): Ed 
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1,000kms with Mike P2; 
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sitting (L-R): Wafter 

from Germany, Nick 

from Booker. Tom Rose, 

Michel from France 

and Paul Watson 

climbs; every climb must be centred quickly, 
and every exit must be straight on to track or 
next planned thermal source with precision 
acceleration to transit airspeed. 50° of bank 
becomes the routine when circling. 

The heavy ASH, being flown without 
waterballast by choice (and I'm not sure 
what that says about my own bulk and mass) 
is thermalled at indicated speeds of about 
55kt and flown straight at between 
75 and 1 05kt, these speeds then benefiting 
by the effect of density altitude. it is hot, the 
sun having risen six hours earlier, and we 
are surrounded by our harnesses, parachute 
straps, pli.lstic oxygen pipes (which are 
always too long), and Camelback or 
Platypus water pipes, all vying for the right 
to snag on those sticky exposed bits of flesh, 
plastered in Factor 20. 

RIT contact is important, and information 
passed between the five gliders at times 
affects selection of sources of lift. 

Release took place at 7,500ft and the 
condensation level is scarcely 1 O,OOOft. For 
long-distance flying this translates into a 
smallish height band, but is expected for this 
time of day. An on-board policy had been 
devised to conserve oxygen. GPS distance 
along track is already being appraised at 
15-minute intervals: 153km/h- 115km/h 
- 156km/h - 1 04km/h- we don't need too 
many in the 1 OOs range or we' ll fail. 

The expected light westerly wind is just as 
expected - good old Dick! it is blue to the 
west of track, and the cu to the east are 
looking too much on the boil for us - the 
plan is to squeeze between each of these 
less-than-ideal areas- good old Ed, who has 
masterminded the chosen route to precision! 
He's along with us, and so are the others. 
The first TP is reached though, as John says, 
there are some "turnpoint blues". A 50km 
blue spell half way along this first leg must 
be re-encountered as we head back south 

275km to TP2 near Dealesville. 
Now we are moving- Eel's battery state 

causes him to choose to go off air- we think 
we're pulling away from the others. The 
quarter-hour checks continue, and a pattern 
settles, with turning safety becoming a major 
role for the P2. The blue hole is an intimidat­
ing sight and we drop to 8,000ft by the time 
we safely cross the Vaal River for the second 
of four times. By TP2 I'm able to tell Robin 
that if all goes well, we're looking like land­
ing back at New Tempe at 18.30, against the 
last landing of 19.15. it's light 
all right! I mustn't distract him. I've watched 
'em all, and thermal selection, centring, and 
exits have all been textbook, but still we 
have nearly four hours to go. 

TP3, the silos at Amalia, is south of TP1 , 
making a big letter "W" of the whole trip . 
Cloudbase is rising continuously, and now 
reaches about 14,5001. The oxygen bottle 
tap is in m~~ domain, and our workload 
increases as it is turned on and off. Stronger 
and longer climbs are now the pattern. The 
concentration level and endurance level of 
the P1 astound me- can he keep this up? 

We fly close to track with few ex.ceptions. 
Here's a climb, the first of its kind - it ends 
pointing 180° away from track, in sink. This 
mustn't happen again. There's silence on 
board for a while. As the distance between 
gliders on the task increases, and we're clear 
ofTP3, we realise and acknowledge the real 
hazard of flying straight- sometimes at 
115kt- between thermals. In Robin 's front 
cockpit, the final glide computer dies on us. 
Robin thinks a final glide is possible from 
here, at 1 OOkt. Rashly, I suggest maybe 
120kt. I am insisting on an arithmetical 
check every few kilometres, and to our 
surprise we discover that we have only 
1 ,300ft above final glide with no allowance 
for a circuit, and 95km still to fly. 

Back to best UD airspeed, we are hitting 
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Above, from left: Ed Downham, Carr Withal/ and Robin May, who averaged 40 hours and 4,000km each for the week 

-2.5k t and even -3.5kt - uncertain thermal 
sources ahead- Robin is rea lly beginning to 
feel f<tti gued now - have we cocked it up? 
The tension is immense- we make a 
straight-in and land on RW1 8, but the 
airbrake is only used pass ing 400ft, quickly 
fo llowed by the loud but reassu ring clank 
of "gear down". 

We know nothing of Ed's whereabouts. " 

O n the ground back at New Tempe in the 
late afternoon, resumes Paul Watson, all 
flights except the "1 OOOkms" have sa fely 
returned . For anybody on the ground, a 
work ing day started, took place, and is 
already over. Attention turns to the north­
west and the entry-corridor access through 
Bloemfontein's Class C CTR. Steve and John 
land safely with some disappointment and 
incomplete tasks, but solid performances 
no netheles~. Rumours abou nd th<Jt the other 
three are inbound but have fallen short of 
the 1 OOOkm target as well. The sky reddens 
as the sun sinks slowly ever closer to the 
hori zon. 

Robin ca lls New Tempe on 124 .8mhz: 
"New Tempe this is one-six-two on final 
glide at 16km - request runway in use". 
it's RW1 8 or 36 and Robin completes his 
8 hours 23 minutes flight with a typi ca ll y 
immaculate touchdown. 

He confirms over the RfT that he has 
completed the task and impromptu applause 
erupts as his ASH comes to a halt opposite 
the hangar line. He also confirms th<Jt Ca rr is 
not fJr behind but that he has not heard 
anything of Ed for some considerable time 
-since his rad io packed up with some 
400kms to go, in fact, only five hours into 
the flight... 

With Robin and Mike too exhausted to 
leap out, the ASH is manhandled clear of 
the strip as he confirms that Carr is still in 
with a shout, but not too flush on altitude in 
sinking air. C<J rr appea rs in the north-west 
sky- the su n is just setting- and his water-
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ballast clumping makes his craft have all the 
menacing look of a B52 approaching low 
and fas t. Carr has no spa re energy to engage 
in a competition finish and creeps in over 
the northern fi eld boundary for a smooth 
touchdown on RW18. 

With the sun below the horizon hopes for 
Ed 's successf ul arrival dwindle and thoughts 
turn to perhaps a long retrieve in the dark or 
a night landing on New Tempe's lit tarmac 
strip on the western side of the ai rfield. 
Then disappointment turns to elation as 
Eel appears as if from nowhere, cross ing the 
airfield at high speed dumping the last of 
his waterballast- and finishes off with a 
victorious loop to set up a landing on RW36. 

After landing, Eel confirms prob lems with 
battery life: he had had to turn off his radios 
to conserve what little power was left for 
navigation equipment and the vita l fli ght 
recorder, hence the self-imposed silence. 
Ed falls wearily out of the LS8 cockpit on to 
the grass soaking up the congratulations of 
his colleagues. With the light fading rapidly, 
the gliders were tucked up for the night and 

Crossing the Vaal River­

a transit made four times 

by each 1,000km pilot 

(www. whiteplanes.com) 

everyone repa ired to the bar for the usual 
celebration of a job well done. 

Robin , C m zmd Eel comp leted the 
1004.3 km double 0/R at between 8 hrs 
10 m ins and 8hrs 50 m ins. In addition, 
'Ed's performance when ratified is believed to 
represent a new Briti sh free distance record 
for a Standard Class glider, beating the previ­
ous 955km record by punching through the 
1 ,OOOkm threshold . 

Congratulations to all three on personal 
firsts, most unlikely to be their last. 

LGC achiel'ements at 8/oemfontein: 

Ed Downham 1004km for first l,UOOkm and British 

ISm Free Di.>tance record (L58); 

Robin May 7004km for first /,OOOkm (ASH2.5! 

Carr Withal/ 10004km for first I ,OOOkm (Nimbus 3) 

John Reed 930km, his longest flight ever IL56) 

Steve Lynn 780km his longest flight ever !LSB) 

Tom Rose 5) km niamond distance (L54J 

Mike Abl;oll 3 15km Diamond Goal p lus 1 ,OOOkm P2 

Paul WMson: Bronze, Cross-Country Endorsement 

then Silver distance and height 
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EMERGENCY PARACHUTING FROM GLIDERS 

Time to bale out? 

42 

TaskNAV 

In the second of his two-part 
series, Edward Gardener 
of Mendip GC looks in detail 
at the emergency jump 

I THINK that the simplest way to describe 
an emergency jump is to break it down 
into five phases: 

1. Decision 
There is a natural tendency for a glider pilot 
to wan t to stay wi th his aircraft and the last 
thing anyone wants is for people to bale out 
of perfectly ' landable' gliders. However, the 
time ava ilable to make the decision whether 
to get out may be very limited and any 
hesitation or time wasted thinking about 
what to do because the dril l are n ot 
instincti ve cou ld prove fat< I. What might 
appear to be a minor problem at a relatively 
high altitude could develop into tota l loss of 
contro l lower down, when it could be too 
late to change your mind. 

I am not sufficiently experienced to advise 
about what loss of control or other fl ying 
situations would justi fy a ba le out but "when 
in doubt - gel out" is perhaps a good 
maxim. Consideration of the circumstances 
when a bale-out might be necessary and 
vvhat to do should surely be included in 
pre-take off checks as part of Eventualities. 

There is no precise figure for the h ight 
required for a parachute to open because 
it depends on many factor but, w ith the 
correct drill s, it would normally be safe to 
bale out as low as 500ft AGL; I stress the 
latter because, of course, this may not be 
what your altimeter is reading; a continual 
awareness of roughly how high you Jre 
above the ground is therefore advisabl . 

Also, as covered below, bear in mind how 
long it may take you tu exit after making 
your decision. If there is no urgency to 
get out i t might be worth delaying your 
departure unt il you ar·e over or heading 
towards open country but, in most cases, 
don't worry about trying to select your 
dropping zone or where you glider w il l 
crash - there is far less risk of causing 
casualties on the ground than if you were 
in a powered aircraft. 

2. Exit 
Bear in mind that, particularly following a 
colli sion or structural failure, you may be 
shaken and disoriented and have little or no 
control of the gl ider, which may have a high 
rate of descent and be subjecting you to 
severe 'g' forces. 

Having made your decision to go, the first 
thing is to jettison the canopy before undoing 
your straps - if the canopy won't go you are 
stuck inside and w ill stand a better chance 
of survival w ith these still clone up (how 
familiar and confident are you w ith your 
canopy jetti son device?). If necessary, push 
the canopy clear, as it could be held in 
place by the slipstream. Look for your strap 
release before trying to undo it and push the 
straps clea r of your body so that the~' don't 
snag you a you start to c,xi t. lt should then 
just be a simple case of standing up and 
diving over the side; however, any 'g' forces 
may eject you or, conversely, pin you to 
your seal, in wh ich case a lot more effort 
w ill be required. it is, apparently, amazing 
what a shot of adrenaline can do to ass ist 
your attempts. 

In a two-seater I would suggest n clearly 
understood and sl'andardisecl procedure in 
which p·1 gives the order " Ba le Out" three 
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Fig 2 

Try to dissipate tile landing force over as much of the body as possible - tile feet, tile side of tile leg, the buttocks and tile shoulders -by rolling like a ball 

times to P2; the cnnopy(s) should then be 
jettisoned but, height permitting, P1 should 
undo his strJps only after P2 has ex ited 
(shades of captains and sinking ships!). 
Remember that the depa rture of the latter 
may result in considerable or further 
instability in the glider. 

lt should go without saying that these 
drills should he practised reguiJrly, wearing 
a parachute, in · ny type of glider that you 
may be flying. Check the time that it takes 
you to xit and add a bit to allow for the 
fil ct that you are doing thi s undeJ ideal 
conditions (stationJry on the ground). 
Calculate how much height your glider 
might lose in this time and Jdd this to your 
minimum decision height. 

3. Opening 
The risk of your being struck by the glider 
or of it entangling with your par<Jchute is 
extremely slim so normally go for you r 
ripcord as soon as you have fallen clea r 
- iden ll y after about three seconds. it would 
be unwise to experiment with skyd iving at 
thi ge! A bociy in free fall Jccelerates to 
a terminal ve loc ity of abou t 176 feet per sec­
ond in 1 2 seconds; as a rule of thumb it 
ra kes 10 seconds to fall the first thousand 
feet and five seconds for ach thousand feet 
th r after. Apart from the height loss 
involved, there is a significant risk of the 
untrJined jumper going into a spin resulting 
in disori entation and possibly poor dep loy­
ment of the parachute. So even if you are at 
a relatively high altitude it is safer to open 
quickly. At heights up to about 20,000ft you 
won't die or suffer any more brain damage 
than you already have through lack oi 
oxygen; you might pass out briefly but 
would regain consciousness long before 
landing. You may have a very cold and 
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uncomfortable ride down, but at least you 
will be alive. 

When going for the pull look for the rip­
cord handle, grasp it with both hands and 
punch it downward and outwards awi.ly 
from your body - it hns only to move a few 
inches to rele, se the parachute. There will 
probably be a moment's hes itJtion and then 
quite a jolt as you are brought up short 
under a full y-deployccl ca nopy - unlike sport 
p<nachutes, most emergency ones arc 
designed to give you a rapid but not 
necessarily comfort<Jble opening. 

4. Descent 
After opening, the first action is to quickly 
check the canopy. Maliunctions <He very rare 
and most would not prove fatJI; some of 
them you may be able to do something 
about. Perhaps the most common is twisted 
rigging lines between you and the canopy; 
if height permits, try pulling the lift webs 
,1 part and kicking with your legs to help 
untwist them - but if you are close to the 
ground ignore them and ca rry on with 
your rlrills. 
If you were tumbling during the opening you 
cou ld find yourself hanging upside down 
with a leg caught between the lift webs; a 
bit oi frantic wriggling should get it free. 
The infJmous Mae \!\lest, where a riggin g 
line over the top of the canopy splits it into 
two lobes looking like an oversized b1·a, will 
result in an increased but not necessar il y 
disastrous rate of descent; pulling sharply 
on th , appropriate lift web m8y re lease the 
offending line. 

However, assuming you have a good 
canopy above you, assess your height, drift 
and likely landing area and adopt <1 good 
pJrachuting position (see Figure 1, opposite). 
This is be t summarised by the little rhyme: 

"Feet and knees together, shoulders round, 
chin on chest and watch the ground." 
Your body should be like a coiled spring 
-not too rigid but with 1nusc\es slightly 
tensed. Feet should be leve l with the ground 
and knees very slightly bent. With <1 plain 
canopy, having assessed your drift, rea h up 
high with both hands and grasp the I if! webs 
- the front pair if you arc drifting backwards 
and the rear pair if you are drifting iorwards 
(that is, the ones in the direction you would 
like to go). Pull down until your hands are at 
about head height and keep your elbows 
well in; thi s will have the effect of reducing 
your drift and any unwanted oscillations in 
the canopy. If you have plenty of height 
there is no need to remain in this position all 
the way down, but practise it and make sure 
that you Jre finally holding it well above 
the ground. If you have <1 teerab le canopy 
you will notice some slots in it and, possibly, 
steering lines attached to the re<1 r lift webs; 
pulling on the toggle attached to one of 
these lines or pulling clown the relevant rear 
lift web will rotate the canopy in the sa me 
direction. The slots in the canopy provide 
some limited forward dri ve so, with sufficient 
height, you Cil n steer to avoid Jn obstucle 
and reduce your drift by facing into wind 
- but don't play around with them close to 
the ground and, again, keep your elbows 
well in for the landing. 

One furth er thing worth mentioning which 
could m<Jke your descent more interesting is 
if you are caught in severe turbulence or 
thermal activity; there is not much you ca n 
do about this but you could have a bumpy 
ride and even find yourself going upwards! 

5. Landing 
This is the only bit that is likely to hurt if you 
don't carry it out correc tly. The whol idea is > 
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EMERGENCY PARACHUTING FROM GLIDERS 

Briefing notes for trial 
lessons/ ab initios 
Pre-flight 

0 Demonstrate fitting of parachute and location 
of ripcord 

..J Explain glider canopy jettison and strap release 

..J Brief on procedures below 

Decision 

0 Explain circumstances when bale out might be 

necessary (P1 's decision) 

Exit 

U P1 orders "Bale out. Bale out. Bale out." 

U Jettison canopy(s) 

.J Look for strap release, undo and bail out 

as quickly as possible 

Opening 

.J Count slowly to 3 ("One thousand, two thousand, 

three thousand") 

.J Look for ripcord handle and grasp with both 
hands 

.J Punch downwards and outwards from body 

Descent 

U Check canopy 

....J Assess height, drift and landing area 

:::. Adopt parachuting position 

"Feet and knees together, shoulders round, 

Chin on chest and watch the ground" 

.J Hands high on lift webs and elbows tucked in 

Landing 

0 "Coiled spring" 

0 Roll on landing: feet, side of leg, buttocks, 

shoulders 

...l Run round canopy or pull in lines to deflate 

Right: if landing in trees or buildings, raise your thighs 

slightly and cross your arms in front of your face. If you 

end up suspended more than a few feet above the 

ground, do not try to release yourself- wait for help 

Far right: if going into power wires, straighten your legs 

and raise your arms straight above your head to try to 

avoid contact with two lines 

P not just to escape with your life but to be 
able to w alk away from the experience 
afterwards. Most emergency parachutes 
have a faster rate of descent than sport ones 
-depending on size, design a.nd weight of 
the user, probJbly about 20 feet per second, 
but this is quite acceptable for a comfortable 
arTival. However, your landing speed may be 
increased by any drift and oscillation of the 
canopy: it is these sideway5 components th<J t 
Jre more likely to cause any injury. Drift 
may, of course, b in any direction and the 
landing roll should be adapted accordingly 
- thi s can rea lly only be learned by demon­
stration and practice. However, in outlin , 
the purpose of the roll is to dissipate the 
landing force over as much of the body as 
possible - the feet, the side of the leg, the 
buttocks and the shoulders by rolling like a 
ball (sec Fig 2, on previous pasel. Assuming 
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that you have arrived in on piece, get up 
and run round your canopy to deflate it 
- otherwise you may be unceremoniously 
dragged through the nearest barbed-wire 
fence. 

O f course you can't necessaril y choose 
your landing area or conditions and some 
vari ations in the procedure may be required. 

If going into trees or buildings raise your 
thighs slightly and cross your <Hms in front of 
your face (see Fig. 3, ahove); if you end up 
suspend cl more than a few feet above the 
ground, do not try to release yourself 
- wait for assistance to arri ve. 

If going into power lines straighten your 
legs and raise your arms straight above your 
head to try to avoid contact w ith two lines 
(see Figure 4, above). 

If going into water do not attempt to 
release your harness before entry but shed it 

Fig4 

as quickly as possible when you come to the 
surfJce; if the canopy collapses on top of 
you, try to create an air pocket and carefull y 
work your way out from under it without 
getting entangled. 

In J high w ind you may not be able to get 
to your feet, let alone run round your 
canopy; so roll on to your front and pull in J 

bunch of rigging lines hand over hand until 
you can grasp the skirl of the cJnopy which 
should then ·o llaps (in very high winds 
parachutists have be n injured or even 
killed, not by landing but by being dragged 
becau. e they fa iled to collapse their 
cano(>ies). 

In low visibility (fog or darkness) if you 
can' t see the ground, adopt the p, rachuting 
position and wait for the ground to come up 
and hit you; don't try to anticipate it or you 
may unwittingly try and reach for it and lose 
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th e correct IJnding position. Fin<JII y, assuming 
that you helVe mJde a success ful landing, 
don't forget to ca refully mll up and recover 
your p<:~ra chute, including the 1·ipcorcl if you 
h:111en't clrop1}ed it (if you can remember, 
slip the hand le over your wrist or tuck it 
under your chest str,. p after the opening). 
Your glider may be written off or b<Jdly 
lbmagccl but there is no rec son why your 
parachute should not be returned to service 
J fler i nspuction a nrl repacki ng. 

Conclusion 
I rea li se th at I have covered J lo t of detai l 
aLout thi s subject, some of wh ich you are 
unlikely to remember if you ever have to put 
it into practi ce. Don 't worry - most glider 
pilots who have made Jn emergency jump 
have done so quite successfully w ithout 
knowing or remembering Jll the correct 
procedures. But the more knowledge and 
practice you have, the greater your chances 
of su rviving the experience in one piece. 
I have inc luded some suggested briefing 
not 's for instructors for both tri zd lesson/ea rl y 
P2s (.see panel, 01>posite left) and for long 'r­
term students/so lo pilots (see panel, right). 

Some people have ,1 sked m<o' whether they 
should do J pr<Jc tice jump at a comm ' rcial 
p<Hachute centre. The short dnswer is: it is 
perhaps d si rable but it c rtainly is nol 
necessary. Apart from the (hopefully) 
enjoyable exper ience, you wou ld doubtless 
benefit from the flight and land ing training 
and you should fee l more c.onficlent about 
the pr spec:L of Jn emergency jump. But it 
would not cover clec ision-m<tk ing in an 
emergency or exit from J glider. Indeed, 
sport parJchuting has progressed so far that 
f w clubs or c ntres now offer even first 
jump ourses on circuiJr parJchutes l'XCept 
possibly by special <mJngement; th ey Jrc 
nearly all spec iali sed courses on r<t m air 
par<Jchut os whi -b are not rea lly appropriate 
for emcrgen y parachute training. 

As the odds are against you doing it in 
anger, some limited instructi on fo llowed by 
r gu lar p rsonal thought ,md 1Xilcti ce shou ld 
be suffic ient. 

I hope Jll the above has not put you off 
either gliding or parachuting! Both arc 
relatively safe activities with the correct 
knowledge, training and equipment. 
However, while your interest is mainl y in the 
former Jnd the likelihood of your ever need­
ing to use the IJtter are slim, it does seem 
sensible that you shou ld at least be prepared 
for the worst. 

Should thi s unfortunate si tuation ever ari se 
there Jre perhaps three compensations. 

First, you wi ll probably be able to drink 
out on the story for free for a long time to 
come (even if you w ill soon be rega rded as a 
crashing bore). 

Second, you wi 11 be entitled to become J 
member of the Cil tE'rpillilr Club, membership 
of whi ch is restri cted to those who have 
made an emergency jump (a nother badge! ). 

And fin J II y, you m<Jy be so thrilled by the 
experi ence that you might dec ide to take \. . 
it up ,1s ye t a11other exc iting act ivit y. ~ 
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Briefing notes for long-term students/solo pilots 

Pre-flight 

::. Dt parachutes 

U Check fitting and location of ripcord 

i...J Check glider canopy jettison and strap release 

t...J Practise exit (wearing parachute) and time it 

...J At tow for parachute weight under "Ballast" 

....J Consider situations under "Eventualities" 

Decision 

i...J Be aware of height AGL and time taken/height 

toss during exit 

...J Minimum exit l1eight 500ft AGL 

...J If at tow altitude and/o r glider is damaged 

make decision quickly 

...J "If in doubt, get out" 

Exit 

...J Jettison canopy (push clear if necessary) 

...J Look for strap release, undo and 

push straps clear 

...J Dive over side (anticipate "g" forces) 

For two-seaters 

...J Pl orders "Bate out. Bate out. Bate out." 

u Jettison canopy(s) 

t...J P2 undoes straps and bates out 

CJ Pl then follows 

Opening 

u Delay approx 3 secs 

CJ Look for ripcord handle: grasp with both hands 

CJ Punch down and outwards from body 

Descent 

_j Check canopy 

...J Malfunctions: 

Twists - kick out if height permits 

Entangled leg - wriggle free 

Mae West - sharp putts on relevant lift web 

...J Assess height, drift and landing area 

...J Adopt parachuting position: 

"Feet and knees together, shoulders round, 

Chin on chest and watch the ground" 

...J Elbows tucked in 

U Plain canopy 

Forward drift - putt down rear lift webs 

Backward drift - putt down front lift webs 

U Steerable canopy 

Putt down control tine/rear lift web in direction 

you wish to turn 

...J If height permits steer clear of obstacles 

.J Face into wind well above the ground 

Landing 

0 "Coiled spring" 

CJ Roll on landing: feet, side of leg, buttocks, shoulders 

o Run round canopy to deflate 

Trees/Buildings- raise knees slightly and cross 

arms in front of face. Wait for help if suspended 

Power Lines- legs straight and arms above head 

Water- release harness after entry. Try to avoid 

entanglement with parachute 

High wind- roll on to your front and pull in rigging 

tines to deflate canopy 

r---------------------------------------------------------------, 

If you missed 
The world's longest~ver glider flight with Klaus Ohlmann 

How Andy Davis fought back to win his second Gold -;;,, I 
What the Wright Glider and the Cayley Flyer were like to fly 

The fatest research on see-and-avoid 

Jacques Noel's tips for safe Alpine flying 

then perhaps you should consider subscribing to S&G 
- or ask your club to stock it every issue 

Starting with the issue 

I would like to subscribe to six issues of Sailplane & Gliding. 

Please extend my current subscription by a further six issues 

My details are (please complete in block capitals) 

name Mr/MrsiMissiMs 

address 

telephone 

em ail 

~eh~ the heights 

I enclose a cheque/Postal Order~nternational Money Order for 

made payable to the British Gliding Association 

Please debit my: Visa Access Mastercard Switch Solo 

card number 

Valid frorn 

Issue no (Switch cards only) 

Signature 

& Date 

Expiry date 

Still just £22 (UK); us S45 airmail: US S35 surface. Please 
return to: BGA, Kimberley House. Vaughan Way, LEICESTER. 

LE1 4SE, UK, tel + 44 116 2531051 www.glidmg.co.uk: 
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GOLD DISTANCE 

First 
Tony Cronshaw, who belongs 
to Cambridge GC, explains 
how he planned -and achieved 
- his Gold Distance 

THE TIME had come. Whilst I rarely go 
cross-country, unless it is for a badge 
flight, the time had come to pluck 

up the courage and tackle a 300km Gold 
distance. Not that local flying isn't great fun, 
but I vvas coming home too often thinking 
I could have don much more with the day 
than just messing around lo all y. At least 
those lo al flights hnd become increasingly 
like cross-countries, covering distance and 
visiting chosen turnpoints . So this felt like a 
confident springboard to doing more. 

But how best to go about tack ling a first 
300km? My experience of cross-country was 
limited to <1 Silver distance and a 1 OOkm 
Diploma, Part 1, so 300km would be a bio 
step up from what I had done before. The 
worry was that I might get half-way round 
the task and then find conditions deterior<Jte. 
Or that I wou ld not be fast enough and run 
out of time. Either way, the thought of land­
ing out miles from home was a not pleasant. 
Having helped retrieve several fellow cl ub 
members from assorted farmers' fields in the 
past. and landed out myself once (fortunately 
Jt an air fie ld), the fact was that a l.:mclout far 
from home could be time consuming, not 
only for the retrieve crew, but also risking 
domestic repercussions! 

But the desire to go cross-country w<Js 
certainly there. The thought of achieving a 
::lOOkm Gold distance WJS a powerful driver. 
lt would mean a lot to me. Previous cross­

exhi laratin and I had 
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time luc 
viv id memories of these. So I had to find a 
way to man,1ge my nagging concerns. 

The key seemed to be planning everything 
to minimise the risk of landing out. This 
would mean coming up with a task with 
plenty of fall-back options, setting off on a 
good looking day, and al lowing plenty of 
time for contingency. 

The right day came along on August 14, 
2003. The forecast looked very promising, 
th e Pegasus was ava ilable, and I had booked 
the day off work. But an urgent business 
meeting mea nt ca lling into the office on the 
way to the airfi eld . So despite rapid rigging, I 
found myself near the back of the grid. 

Not to worry: I was at the lau nchpo int at 
11 .15 and provided I was airborne by about 
midday, a 300km should still be on. At least 
there was time in the launch queue to talk to 
others and get my declaration signed. But 
when I mentioned my plan to fly a zig-zag 
task, round three turnpoints, routing past the 
club twice during the 300km, there was 
much pursing of lips and sucking of teeth. 
"The advantage", I insisted, " is that one can 
land home if things aren't working out". 

" I wou ldn 't use that task if I were you," 
came the reply. "The temptation to land 
home might be irresistible, and if you did a 
tri angle, you cou ld cla im a Diamond, too". 

Should I scrap my carefu lly prepared 
plan? According to my understanding of the 
FAI rules (it is wel l worth reading Make sure 
of your claim, by Basil Fairston in, June-Jul y 
2000, p41) it is permitted to have up to three 
TPs for a distance flight instead of a conven­
tional triangle (using two TPs) or an out-and­
return (via one TP). My plan was to start at 
Gransden, route to my first TP to the west. 
then back the club to a TP to the east, 

Above: airborne near Gransden. Opposite: the task 

and then back once ag<:~in to a th ird TP to 
the west, finally returning to the club. 
The task, GRL-NPT-BSE-PIT-GRL, also had 
several airfields en mute as landout options. 

The advantage was that it would be 
remarkably compact. I wou ld never be that 
far from home as each TP effectively acts 
as a 50km out-and-return task. And with 
prevailing westerly winds, there shou ld be a 
good chance of flying along streets or lines 
of energy, although this was not the case on 
this purticular duy as there vvas a light 
northerly. At least the variations in weather 
condit ions wou ld be less of an issue than for 
a task covering a larger geographi c< rea 
since one would be doubling back frequent­
ly and revisit ing knovvn condit ions. 

The disadvantage of thi s approach, du to 
the three TPs, was that it wou ld not qualify 
for Diamond goa l, so I wou ld have to save 
that challenge for another day. And I would 
face that " irresistible talion" to land 
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home part-way through the task. But I felt 
reluctant to change plan: my map was 
already marked up, I had a task sheet 
prepared with detai ls of en route airfields, 
the GPS was programmed, and I w<Js 
familiar vvith more than half the route from 
my previous cross-countries. 

Yes, despite the advice of others setting off 
north, I wou ld stick to my guns. 

Mec nwhi le the aerotow queue was slowly 
reducing, and I finall y reached the head of 
the queue only to see the tug disappear off 
into the distance for re-fuelling. Never mind: 
keep calm! A f w minutes later I was airborne, 
but by now it W< alreJdy 12.42 and a 
300km seemed under threat. 

Fortunately, there was plenty of lift about 
by this time, so I quickly got establi shed, 
rlew across my chosen start li n and headed 
off west. But the sky looked less promising 
here, with on ly sparse cu, and I began to 
see why conventional wisdom had chosen to 
fly north, where the sky looked better. 
How ver, there were enough wisps, and 
keeping in mind blue day techniques, 
I located lift and kept moving on steadily, 
if not thnt speedi ly, towards the fi rstTP, the 
Newport Pagnell servic area on the Ml. 
Here conditions improved and I fe lt pleased 
to hnve maintained a decent 3,000-4,000ft. 

Conditions were improving as I doubled 
back towa rd~ base, but time was passing. 
When I got back to the club, I saw that the 
first "out-and-return" had taken more than 
90 minutes, discounting the time to get 
established. it was already 2.30pm. There 
was a lot more to do if I was to succeed. 

Push ing forward as much ,15 possible, 
I made good progress past ambridge and 
Newmarket. Continu ing good conditions 
allowed me to see-saw between 3,500ft and 
4,SOOft al l the way to Bury St Eclmunds, 
where I rounded the second turnpoint, 
and then back again through these same 
excellent conditions. But I was clearl )' under 
time pressure, and when I arrived back nt 
the club for the second time it was now 
4.20pm, and there were no gliders in the air 
near the club to help signpost the way. 

The question was, shou ld I carry on, 
knowing there was 1 OOkm to do? If that took 
another hour and a half, that would be a 
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6pm finish, and Weatherjack had warned 
that things cou ld finish early today. 

On the other hand, I was well established 
at 4,500ft, making steady progress as 
I dolphined through lift, choosing to turn in 
only the stronger cores. I rea lly cou ldn't see 
a compelling reason to land. The logiC<tl 
decision had to be to press on at lenst for a 
few more mi les <J nd see what happens. 

What did happen was that I flew into a 
l<uge area of sink just to the west of the 
club! Having had excellent cond itions so far, 
this was a bit of shock, and even a couple of 
local hot spots didn't seem to be working. 
I was losing height rapidly, not helped by 
being forced to push through the sink. 

'lt was decision time! 
Turn back and probably end up 

landing home? Or push on? 
The decision was the 

most critical of the day' 

it was decision time! Turn back and 
probably end up landing home? Or push on? 
The decision was the most cr itica l of the day. 
I pressed on convincing myself that going 
back would be "wimping out" and 
I still had plenty of options ahead. 

So w ith my back firmly turned on the 
club, I headed west with the altimeter 
stead ily unwinding. The decision paid off 
when I contacted lift a few minutes later, 
at a low point for the flight of 2,600ft, and 
I start cl breathing again. This turned out to 
be the best thermal of the day; my emotions 
soared as this "elevator therm<:~ I" lifted the 
Pegasus to 5,400ft, n remarkable 2,800ft 
climb in just five minute.s. This confirmed my 
theory that glider pilots are basici.l lly opti­
mists who work on the principle that "what 
comes clown, must go up"! 

From here, thermals continued to boom, 
marking the culmination of a day that had 
offered me 2kts at 2pm, 3kts at 3pm, 4kts at 
4pm, and Skts at Spm -except of course 
that I had found 4kts-plus down at 4pm. 

The "out-and-return" to Pitsford Reservoir 
went quick ly, including a thrilling fast glide 
home, touching down at 17.35. I had been 
airborne for nearly five hours, completing 

the 308km task in 4 hours 38 mins at an 
average 66km/h. As I opened the canopy, it 
felt great to be surrounded by familiar faces 
and the bust le of club operations once more. 
Thank you, MJrtyn, for being there to take 
possession of the logger and completing the 
Officia l Observer papervvork, which I Jm 
pleased to say has been riJti fiecl by the BGA. 

So was a zig-zag task the right task for my 
first 300km? Definitely "yes" given m late 
start and therefore the need for an opt-ou t 
towards the end of the task. The tJsk's 
compactnes , my familiarity w ith the terrain 
and the en route ai rfields were also positive 
fea tures. 

However, I can see the argument against 
il. HJd it been a more typical English day 
w ith a peppering of less reliable moments, 
and assuming I had I set off earlier, I might 
have been very tempted to land home after 
200km, perhaps missing the chance to finish 
the 300km in the late Jfternoon. 

The greater lesson I came away with is 
that planning is a major success factor. Not 
on ly can one build in opt-out options to 
shorten a task a I did, but I can see that an 
opt-in option to lengthen a task would be 
good strategy if on got I<Junchecl nice and 
earl y on the right day. Planning things like 
the route and en route airfields is also a 
great way of gett ing one's brain into gear. 

I th ink this all goes t illustrate how the 
sport of gliding can be a powerful, character­
forming way or enhe1ncing one's self-rel iance 
and decision-making abil ities. ~ 

Tony, a winch driver, has c 300hrs gliding, and Silver 
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LAST DAY AT LESZNO 

A dream fulfilled 
World Champion Andy Davis 
gives his own account of 
the flight that clinched Gold 

SATURDAY the 9th of August 2003, 
Leszno, Poland. The 12th ilnd final 
com petition day of th e 2Bth World 

Gliding Championships. After seve r,1l days of 
very good soaring, the Jir is stabilising, the 
forecast i5 for predominantly hlue 
conditions around L szno with a few short­
lived cumulus Lo mark the lift. ThermC~Is fore­
cast to averag • 4 t to S, OOOft with isolated 
stronger c limbs. A front,11 system to the north 
of f)oland is expe ted to bring more cloud 
and deeper instability to the north of the task 
area by l<lte afternoon wi th a risk of c loud 
spreading out and even showers. Th e 
StJndard Class have been set a 4 2km 
<J rrowhead-shoped racing t, sk, S t<~rti ng at the 
fairyt<Jie castl e of Rydzyna (1 Okm south -e, st 
of Le.sz no), then 1 07km sou th-eas t to the first 
turning point at Grabow, i SOkm north to the 
se · ond TP Barcin, 105km south Lo the third 
TP jaroc in oncl then BOkm w est back to th e 
fini sh lint' on Leszno airfield. 

After 11 clays (some 60 hoursl) of rJcing 
I have a 14 1-point lead (equivalent to about 
14 minutes) over th e French pair of Olivicr 
Darroz and defending champion Laurent 
Aboulin. Olivier and I hav been exchanging 
pl aces since the third d<Jy, but over the las t 
few day$ I have sl owly built a small but 
comfortable lead. 

The thr ·'e of us Jre virtually out of reach of 
the nprosition and, barring any major 
calamity, are guaru nteecl podium places. 
Mike Young, my team mate and Silver 
medallist at the previous worlds is out of 
the running, having had one very poor daily 
result, dncl is committed to helping me 
protect my lead in any way he ca n. 

\1\fe discuss our possible start time opt ions 
based on our anticipated average speed. 
With soa ring co nditions on the previous 
clays hav ing f-aded away earlier than expected 

Tasman 
Instruments 

in the lalc afternoon, stMting too late would 
he too risky, yet in blue conditions to start 
too e<Hiy would be tacti ca l suicide as tfw 
later starters would steadily catch us by 
using us as- therm al markers. What will the 
French pilots dol Will they take tact ica l risks 
or settle for a guilranteed second and third 
place? Will th ey st<Jrt very late onrl g<.Hnble 
on a high ,werag speed by using ell I the 
early starters as th ermal markers, or will they 
go ea rly in the expec tati o n th at we would 
perhaps start too late? Eventually, we dt~ ide 
on a plan; our idea l st<J rt time would be 
b -•twt'en 13:00 and 13:30. 

I will fly well ;1w:1y fro111 the start area 
, fter take-off to "hide" from the French and 
tell Mike in ode (Frl:!nch "·I i ~' s " monitoring 
th e tea m rad io frequ ency!) when I am ready 
to start, he w ill immediately ta rt nnd I will 
foll ow five to 10 minutes lat or, m<.1king 
rapid progre_ - '"'e hope - by using his 
information about condit io ns ahead. 
How ever, if Mike sh ou ld come across the 
French team gliders whilst waiting to start 
he will tail them and report their progress 
to me. 

''Good lucks" from all surts of peopl and 
then I clriv - out to the grid w ith l)omi, where 
my fully -ball ;1sted Discus 2a, 80, waits for 
us. While• Pami busies herself with the 
variou> crewing chores, loading wJter and 
sandwiches into and polishing and keep ing 
dust off the glider, I load and ch eck the 
detail s of the day's tc1sk into the CJmbridge 
CPS naviga tro n computers. Then I do my 
best to look rei<Jxed while posing for press 
photographs and bei ng interviewed by 
P lish t · I vis ion. " No, I am n t nerv us. 
No, I dill not tired . No, being in the lead 
isn 't ,1 worse position than second place 
- the French pi lo ts arc th e ones who have 
to come up wi th somethin g extra. Yes, I am 
looking forwJrd to a good day's rac ing. 
Flying in Pn lvnd has been very enjoya bl(~ . 
The Polish peop le have been very fri endly. 
I only ask for a straightforward ra c ing clay 
so th at th e best pilot ca n win." The press 

V1000 Vario 

• No flask- simple to install 2.25" • Digital audio LCD display with average 
• Digital differentiation for precise response • Variable response speed 
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Special introductory price £3 15.00 inc VAT from 

Andy at Leszno m his glider. 80 (Oavid Roberts) 

contingE'nt moves on to O livi t·r arroze and 
I li e under th e wing and doze while waiting 
for the competiti on director to announ ce th e 
start of launching. 

Launching at 1 I :40, I qui ckly c limb up 
over Lcs;:nu town under ;'1 good line of 
cumulus. Loca ll y conditions are devel p ing 
very well and on reaching cloudbase I move 
away 30 or 40km to th e east, where the 
clouds look a little watery Climbs arc w e, ker 
but st ill soarablc, cll1 cl further away tovv;'l rcls 
our first turning point I can see w ell-formed 
shallow cumulus, promising good lift. it 
looks as if the day is going to be better than 
forecast. 

I rel ax and concentrat o n remainin g well 
clear of all other gli ders ... e·pecially th ose 
with French registrati ons! Mike and I start to 
revi ew our starl time opti ons wh -n udclen ly 
he tell ;; me that he h0s fou nd <t nd i> now 
tailing th two Frc>nch pil ots and will keep 
me updated on th eir movements. 

At 12: 2 1'v\ike rcprJI"ts that he is crossing 
the st:il rt line behind th e French pilots but 
suspe ts that thi s is a ru se and antic ipates 
their return for .:1 second start. I move ba ck 
toward the start line and hold at the top of a 
convenient thermJI. Mike repor ts that the 

SOUTHDOWN AERO SERVICES LTD 
0044 (0) 1256 381359 • 0044 (0) 1256 381816 

E-Mail: info@southdownaero.com • www.tasmaninstruments.com.au 
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French <J re continuing on track but flying 
slower than he would expec t so he is sti ll 
not convinced it was <1 genuine start. Fin ,1lly, 
he reports th at the Fr nch pi lots have 
climbed up 40km clown track, nd have 
continued towards the first turning point, 
concluding they really are on th eir way. 
At this point I am sat just behind the start 
line at 6,00011 with a small group oi gliders, 
including Mak lch ikawa of Japan and Tomils 
Suchanek of the Czech Republic, both 
of whom have been fly ing well and are 
determined to improve th eir top 10 placings. 
Suddenly Mak and Tomas peel awJy lo 
dive through th e sta rt line; I wJit another 
30 seconds Jnd also di ve away at V:-;c to get 
be low the maximum start altitude and 
fol low them through the start line. The time 
is 13: '14 and Mike and the French pi lots are 
SOkm ahead. 

Tacti ca lly it is a super start chasing alon ' 
at 1 OOkt b hind Mak and Tomas, who are 
really going for glory. I t<lke a few more 
turns in lift here nd th ere to remain Jt il 

comfortab le altitude whil e they charge on 
ahead doing all th e hard work of finding 
and ccntering the gusty narrow, but strong 
th ermal s. limbing at Skt in their thermals 
and rac ing along at 1 OOkt between th 
climbs, I arrive above th first turning point 
at 14:02 and 5,500ft, having averaged 
1.33km/h for the leg. Mike, meanwhi le, 
reports that he has had to abandon following 
th e French pilots, who have been taking 
enormous tJcti cal risks, in order to climb 
hims If and is rJther low 40km ahead. I am 
confident I illll ca tching th em. 

Now taking my turn to lea d the gaggle, 
I head northwards Jnd cvenlu<J IIy find very 
good climbs of 5-6kt under well-formed 
cumulus clouds over the large forest north­
west of K<Jiisz. By halfw<oly along the leg we 
have closed up to 35km behind Mike, who 
reports that the clouds ahead <Jre spreading 
out with not much sun to be seen on the 
ground. I take ca re to remain high, lose to 
c loudbase, and find large areas of weak lift 
as I cruise northwards over th e forest. Shortly 
after that, Mike ca lls he is getti ng low 20km 
short of th e turning point; Steve Cr<Jbb of th e 
Iri sh team bursts on to our 
frequency to report that he is with the 
French pilots, rather low 30km short of the 
turning point and climbing in weak lift. 
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This is great news as I arn only 25km behind 
and ell 7,000ft. With so many warn ings 
about conditions ahead I slovv down to 
conserve altitude and continue to follow a 
line of decayi ng spread-out cloud producing 
weak lift towards the turning poinl. 

Mike reports finding a strong climb 20km 
from the turning point and bursting out into 
strong sunshi ne I see a large gaggle of gliders 
c limbing below and ahead. Steve Crabb 
ca lls that he is climbing in the same thermal 
with the French pilots. As I approach the 
thermal, one glider, Mike's, lec1ves irom the 
top 1 ,OOOft Jbove me, but I arn busy scilnn ing 
the gaggle for th e French gliders and then 
spot the purpl , markings of "EF", Olivi r's 
glider, just below me. I dive down to his 
lev I, fly one cir le around him to be sure 
he sees me and then pull up into th 7kt 
thermal. lt is a moment of joy: all I have to 
do is follow the French gliders home and the 
gold medal is in the bag. For Olivier it must 
be a psychologica lly devast<lting moment 
and he immediatel y str<Jightens up and 
leaves the best climb of the day! 

Later, I find out that at this moment 
jean-Marc C<~ ill ;ml, the French Team 
Captoin, approaches Pami back at Leszno 
with the news that I have caught his pilots 
and to offer his c ngratulation . 

I climb unti l th e thermal fades aw<Jy 
approaching ·loudbas and then turn the 
second turning point in the cornp<Jny of 
m<Jny other glider at 15:19 and ,200ft, 
having Jveraged 11 7km/h for the into-wind 
leg. We head away for a distant bright patch 
over the forest to the south-west and in the 
comp<Jny of French pilot LJurent Aboulin 
find J 4kt climb at the start of a long scrJppy 
cloudstreet, which heads clWJ)' On track. 

Meanwhile Olivier Darroze's flight 
continues to go from bad to worse as Steve 
Crabb's happy voice tells me that he is low 
w ith "EF" and they are having a terrihle 
time! Reaching cloudbase I s toff along the 
street. Mike is 1 Okm ahead reporting that he 
isn't finding <lny good climbs, Jnd as Laurent 
Aboulin doesn't appear to be racing any 
more I slow clown to conserve my height. 

The decuying cloudstreet runs directly 
into the final turning point and, hav ing 
conserved my altitude, I arrive at 1 6:07 <Jnd 
4,300it, passing over the top of Mike, who 
is considerab ly lower. There are powerful -

We are pleased to announce 
that we will be hosting 

look ing clouds about 1 Okm along the final 
leg. Aware of Mike's situation, I accelerate to 
lOOkt to iincl and centre th e lift under the 
next cloud for him. Climbing Jt 5kt I am 
pleased when Mike reports th at he has 
contacted lift and is climbing below at 7kt. 
Meanwhile at the top of the gaggle, nobody 
seems to be in a hurry to leave as the climb 
rate dies away with <Jititude and we all bunch 
up at the top of the thermal. I don't want a 
repeJt· of the previous day's marginal final 
glide and in any case have on ly to cruise 
home with the French pilots to w in, so climb 
slowly to a ridiculous Jltitude before losing 
my patience and setting off for the fini sh 
58km away with J mass ive pack of gliders in 
tr<Jin. Mike, meanwhil e, has continued Lo 
climb at 7kt up to my level and is just a 
couple of hundred feet below on my right. 

A wonderful fee ling of pleasure and 
satisfaction washes over me as I weave 
under the clouds to fo llow the energy and 
lead the pack back towards the Leszno finish 
line. I ca ll the team base radio to say wear 
on ly minutes away and I have won the gold . 
I Wcl rn Pami to be ready on thE ground as 
the airfie ld is go ing to get very busy. 
ApprOJching leszno burning off the excess 
height, JUSt above th e rooftops of the o ld 
town then down into ground effect for the 
last couple of kilometres into th e finish line, 
the Discus2a slowly pulls ahead of the other 
gliders and- stream ing waterba llast- I cross 
the line first at 16:37, pull up, w heel down, 
brakes out and roll to a halt at the far end of 
the airfield. Out of the glider, parachute off, 
dance with joy, hug and kiss Pami for we 
have done it. Average speed 12 7km/h, much 
faster than the French pilots and World 
Champion for the second time. 

We won't say too much about the IJst 
night party, but I enj oyed my first beer for six 
weeks, and as for Pami ... 

Once ag<Jin I hould like to thank Parni for 
all her help, mMiva tion and understanding 
during the big push over the last couple of 
yea rs to get back to the top, and for being a 
brilliant crew who just makes everything on 
the ground right so that I can go and do my 
thing in the air. And Ln my Standard Class 
team mate, Mike Young - without our 
fri endship and te<J mwork in the air \. . 
none of this would have been possible. ~ 
First published in Sevt'rn Ski es 

Cotswold 
Gliding 
Club 

Corrnpetitie>ril f111terprrise 2004 
at Aston Down- June 26th to July 4th 2004 

Wood and glass gliders welcome. 
For more info or an entry form please see www.comp-enterprise.com 
or contact- email: pat@cotswoldgliding.co.uk tel: 01285 760415 
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HOW (NOT) TO BE A CFI 

• 
I 

Our anonymous contributor 
offers advice to aspiring CFis 
on how to make an impression 

I HAVE 8 EN reading arti cles in Sailplane 
& Gliding ince th e 1960s: lots of pundit 
stuff, lots of "Howidunnits" and lots of 

int resting articl es on how to fly the new 
hot sh ips, but not a lot about what it's r ally 
like out th ere. 

So, I thought, · iflC' I d ill into my th ird CFI­
ship I woulrl adrl ress the matter with a few 
jottings of my own regarding how to make 
an impression. Note that I did not say the 
right impress ion, just an impression. 

I have deliberately used only first names 
so that the innoc nt are protected - but 
they will know who I mean - and I h<JVe 
deliberately not used my narn at al l for fear 
of retribution . I ca n now deny all knowledge 
of who/what is being r ferred to. 

So here goes ... 
When you ,1re promoted (or victimised) 

into becoming CFI, your mind set changes 
Jncl you start to think of other w.1ys to 
impress th e mere mortals that are hanging 
on to your every word Jnd every deed. 
Be t-ups Jre now out, low-level aerobatics 
, re hanned, margina l finJI glides are definitely 
frowned upon, so what' left ? How does a 
11 'W CF I make an impression on members? 
it's all right for th em - they know who 
th ey'v t to impress- but what about me? 

I thought about it a lot and th en d ~cid cl 
that impress ing the ChJ irman would b a 
good place to start; after all, he's the real 
top dog, is he not? (At this point, I imagine, 
you are laughing, or crying, or losing your 
temper, depending upon your p r ·ua.s ion, 
but I will leave this delicate point for others 
to discuss.) 

Our club Ch.:~ irman is an avid fan oi cross­
country fl ying. So much so, in fact, that he 
doesn 't always come back. My grea t idea 
was, therefore: "Why don 't I go out and find 
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him some good fields for l.:r nding in?" I began 
my quest on the club Open Day in June. 
I chose him a super fi eld, just to th south of 
Boston, full of young Brussels sprouts. Then, 
in August, I had il little run-out around 
Norwich and Newmarket ... and on the way 
back, I spotted a super stubble fi eld, idea l 
for a Chairman, just to the side of the A47 
nea r Thorney. I th ought: "This is a good one 
if he gets tired whilst loe<J I so.:~ring". (The 
fact that the elec tri c wires were higher than 
I was Jt the lime had no influence on my 
decision.) A quick left turn , d.:~ng l e the 
Dunlop, select the ilap, hand on airbrake 
and "sp lat" ... down safe and sound. 

(Here~s a quick note for all prospective 
cross-country pilots: Always r ach the 
de ision tO land out as late as possible; this 
leaves less time to worry about it . Any more 
than 7 5 secs b tween making the decision 
and climbing out i enjoyment wasted.) 

lt was a nice stubbl field, well up to the 
expectations of a Chairman, and it hJd a 
road running ri ght p11st the end. 

Then a couple of interesting th inos c<:~ me 
tu pass. First, I made a phone ca ll to th e 
club . In fact, I made several phone calls, but 
no b****r answered. (Thinks ... How did they 
knuw it was me') Eventually, after ,1bou1 an 
hour or so, the ph ne was answered ... by 
th e last person you would expect to hear it 
ringing. lt was Tony. (Tony has highly-tuned 
selective hearing, especially in the bar). 
I requesterl ,. n aerotow retri eve, to ld hirn 
where I was, and Tony sa id he would come 
out as wing-runner for the tak off (that tells 
you how nea r home I wa ). 

By now a couple of onlookers had arrived 
al the end of the field, so I took a . troll over 
to th em to say " hello" . (I looked real macho 
in my baggy shorts and beanie hat) . One 
guy, sitting astride a motorbike, dressed from 
head to toe in reel leather, offered me a lift 
to Lhe end of the road to wait for Tony. 
I thanked him kindl y, c limbed ca refull y on 
to the back of his throbbing machine (no 
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underpants) Jnd did ,1 lot of things I hadn't 
clone beiore ... 

Until this cl<1y, I h <:~d neve r put my arm 
round a bloke .. . Especi<illy not one dressed 
in lea ther ... and especially not from behind. 
But on this day, I did ... I hung on to him like 
a long-lost lover ... <ls we <~cceler<lted to 
someth ing like Wz1rp 4. He had the hancll e­
b<JrS to hang on to ... I had on ly him ! We 
shot up this nJrrow country road like some­
thing demented. Then, just as thin gs seemed 
to be settling down and I had mentillly 
"a djusted" myself to the situati on, he hit the 
brakes. Imagine ,1 male frog and J iemale 
frog in hot pursuit of Ladp les . That was us! 
The only thing that stopped me from fl ying 
over the top of him was his armpits and my 
tight grip. I didn 't dismount for quite a few 
seconds, not because I was enjoying the 
experience, but because I wasn't sure what 
st ill worked. Anyway, I eventua ll y let go, 
thanked him, Jnd collapsed onto the side of 

'We passed the usual 
pleasantries, about lack of 

wind, then I asked if he would 
mind an aeroplane landing tin 

his field to tow me out' 

th • A47 to wJit for Tony. 
Now, if you knew Tony, you'd know he is 

a law unto himself. I wJited for hJif an hour 
or so (base was only 15 minutes away), but 
no Tony, so I dec ided to walk back to the 
glider. 11 was at this point that a Battl ship 
Class Mercedes Benz pulled up bes ide me, 
the driver's windl)W woun ! down and a 
stern-looking bloke dressed in a dark suit, 
and wearing a black ti e, looked up at me. 
Now, I'm not normally superstitious, but on 
thi · occasion I was pr pared to make an 
exception ... 

lt turned out, however, that I was in his 
field! We passed the usual pleasantri .s, 
about lack of wind, and so on, and then 
I asked him if he would mind an acroplanC' 
landing in his field to pull me out. His 
response was: "Young man," (I immediately 
started to like him) " I've just come from ,1 

funeral; you ca n do what you like as long as 
you don 't kill yourself" . And ofi he drove. 

Then the tug arr ived. The circuit wJs 
perfect, the approach was perfect; th e 
landing was perfec t; in fact, everything wJs 
perfec t. Then the bubble burst. Guess 
who W<IS flying it? The holder of the club 
wooden spoon! (He had won it beca use of 
his indifference to Ca rb Heat Jncl Cabin 
Heat on a check fli ght.) He taxi ed beck, shut 
down the engine, Jnd ca me up to me with 
a silly grin all over his face. I also had a silly 
grin on my face because I knew that he 
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hadn't done a field retrieve before. I also 
knevv th at w e couldn't c limb over the high 
tension cabl es just the other side of the road 
and I also knew that I wasn't go ing out 
under them either! Sooooo ... we chnttecl 
Jbout our options, d cided on our plan of 
action and set things in motion. Still no sign 
ofTony. With th e use of radio, I guided 
him through the "up slack" and th en th e. 
"all-out" ... and then he disappeared. 

(Another not~· for prospective cross­
country pilots: Ws always the same in a 
stubble field, all you can see when the tuJ.i 
opens up is a couple of feet oi rope a ne/not 
much el e because everv IJit of straw - and 
chaff - and crud- ancf,;wck - within 
50 yards comes straight back at you. ) 

I knevv we were moving beca use of th e 
bumpy bits but I dicln't know much else ill 
this moment in time. Then, all of ,l sudden, 
the bumps stopped, th e mist cl ea red, and 
th ere he was - h c:~ ding straight for 33,000 
volts. As th e mist started to cloud Ill }' eyes 
again, he turned left, pMilll eled th e wirt•s, 
just outside the static jumping zone Jnd 
continued the climb, oblivious to th e fJct 
that my wings were bigger than his. 

I couldn't fly out to th e left ' cos it would 
turn him into the wires, I couldn'rsr e<l k to 
him either, 'cos my voi ce wouldn't work ... 
so I just hung on. By the time we got to 
2,000ft, the height w e had agreed on for 
th e retri eve, al l of th e damp patches I didn't 
know I had began to itch. 

\Ne pJssecl over our nea rest village, Jncl 
I rel eased the tu g and called him on the 
rJdio, asking him to maintain speed and 
I would come up on his right wing for a 
formation fly-by at the airfi eld. What a waste 
of svveat· that was: everybody had cleJred off 
tO the flUb (tyfli C.< I) ami left LIS 10 it, except 
Billy, who didn 't seem impressed d all. 

Still no sign of Tony ... 
We had just finished putting the aeroplanes 

to bed when Tony arrived back, in my car, 
saying thJt he couldn't find us, but had 
followed us back when we shot up out of a 
nearby fi eld. 

Thanks Tony, and th anks Brian, you can 
come and drag me out of a fi eld anytime. 

Now forth .: fie ld rc: tri cve that I reJIIy want 
to tell you about. 

it was getting late in th e afternoon. it was 
th e last Friday o f our flying fortnight, and th e 
Chairman had don > it aga in. Yes, folks: 
another field ... another county ... another 
retri eve ... 

"Ri ght, you h * r," I thought, "you won't 
use the fields I picked for you, so let's see 
what. sort of a pig's ear you've made of your 
own choi ce." I climbed into the Paw nee, 
fi e\ across three or four counties and found 
him in a fi eld between Bury St Edmuncls 
and Newmarket. 

LN me clescril e th at fi >Id to you 
it was a stubble field. 
it was soft. 
it had a hump in th e middle. 
it had tre sat th e tak "-uff t'ncl. 
Th "r " was no wind. 
it w as small. 
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lt was ~ uicide. 
But~ it was the Chairman. 
I w alked to the end of th e strip (which 

took about 30 seconds) to check it out and 
to look at the trees . There WJS a gap, just 
big enough to get th e 1-'awnee through, but 
I wasn't too sure about th e glider. 

Then Jgain, I W<l sn'l flying the glider ... 
"Right, " I thou ght, "I haven' t come all this 

way to go back empty-hooked ... I should be 
ab le to get th e tug through th gap .. . we'll 
find out Jbout the glider later." 

We chatted about the options - how to 
pi ck up a wing on take-off, height and speed 
for th e tow, and so on - pushed th e glider 
into the hedge a far as it would go and th en 
climbed inLo our respective machines. 

\1\/e used the rJclio for "take up slack" and 
"all out". 

Note that it was the ch,1irman 's decision to 
take up slack, and it was the Chairman's 
decision tu give the all out. So I took up 
slack ... 

(Ht~re 's another note for pms1x· tive 
cross-country pilots: As is usual in these 
cases, as soon as he g,we th "all out," 
he disappeared! In a holoca ust of stra>v, and 
chaff; and crud, and muck .. . j 

I kn ew he was sti 11 th ere because the tug 
didn't move much. 

Now, you might think this is dangerous. 
Not for the tug pilot, it isn't. 
If it looks doubtful, he firewalls th e thrott le, 

he pulls the bung, he rockets up over the 
obstacle in front and gets the Hell out of it! 

The poor old glider pilot is too busy trying 

to see his way out of the straw, the chdff, 
the crud <1 nd th e muck, to be aware of 
anything else going on around him. 

I thought to mysel f: "He'll know it's not 
right when the wings com · off in the tre s," 
but I was pretty busy my elf by now, so 
I didn't give it another thought. 

By the time we were half way across the 
field, we w ere up to a fast trot, jumping 
about in th ' tractor tracks and fas t 
approaching th e shadow of the trees . 

The engine was screaming ... th e propeller 
was s reQming ... I WJS screJming. 

Three-quarters of the field behind us now : 
my eyes are like saucers, my backside's 
gripping th e seat, th e trees Jre towering 
above us and I'm thinking: "OOOOOOOh 
SH * .. **TTITTI!" " 

Meanwhile, the Ch,l irman is oblivious 
to all this- he's still covered in straw, and 
chaff, and cruel and muck ... 

Th en I lift off and shout through this hole 
in the trees. I didn't dare look in th e mirro r. 
A whil e later, thi s soprano voice says: "turn 
right 1 0 degrees" - so I knew he was st i 11 

with me. 
"I bet that taught him a lesson", I thought. 

An I th en I realised, he had n't seen any of 
it: he had been covered in straw, ,1nd chaff, 
and cruel and muck ... 

So, the next time the Chairman lands out, 
and he doesn't use a field I've picked for 
him, some other mug ca n go fetch him. 

I'm still looking for a suitable way to make 

~ 
an impression, any impression. 

Any idea s? 

CP WEST 
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BGA CLUB ANNUAL STATISTICS 

ANNUAL STATISTICS 
GLIDING CLUBS AIRCRAFT All. NO. OF HOURS Klv\S ,v\EMBERSHIP 

LAUN HES AEROTOWS FLOWN ri.OWt Full Estimated 
v . 

~ No. of 1\o. of <'I c.o .n .D re .E Temporary Female 
" " ,..., 

>-u u ~ 

~ c Members Members "-

Andreas Gliding Club 1 0 5 0 342 52 69 0 19 .12 0 
Angus Gliding Club 3 1 4 0 537 0 102 0 11 2 0 
Aquila Gliding club 3 3 25 2 1312 1312 934 5176 66 60 3 
Bath Will & North Dorset Gliding Club 4 3 30 1 3490 979 1705 1'13 75 12 1 230 9 
Bidford Glic.Jing Centre 3 J 45 0 2949 2649 0 0 89 604 3 
Black Mount~ in Gliding Club 2 1 32 1 21 76 2176 2611 0 79 447 5 

Booker Gliding Club 8 9 8(> 5 9175 9175 0 233 1500 34 
Borders Gliding Club 2 34 2 2132 2048 1961 104 65 4 
BowiJnd Forest Gliding Club J 4 30 0 5409 0 2126 0 141 387 13 
Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 4 4 67 2 4893 1813 3587 206 475 17 
Buckminst r Gliding Club 3 2 22 1 3309 2007 1829 4010 74 24 1 5 
Burn Gliding Club 5 3 31 1 56(>8 1474 2309 9200 121 571 7 
C<1 irngorm Gliding Club 2 0 11 1 998 880 929 600 36 79 3 
Cambridge Gliding Club 4 5 68 2 10080 2742 6800 223000 239 1629 17 
,1rlton Moor Gliding Club 1 1 0 0 458 0 70 0 9 43 0 

Channel Gliding Club 2002 2 1 6 0 1827 0 217 41 249 3 
Connel Gliding Club 2 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 
Cornish Gliding Club 2 2 6 ., 928 738 363 0 36 261 1 
Cotswold Gliding Club 4 4 47 0 8366 219 164 0 177 666 '10 
Crown Servi es 1 2 4 0 11 6 100 39 14 0 2 
Dartmoor Gliding Society 2 2 11 0 23 11 0 616 850 58 1 1 6 
D eside Gliding Club 3 1 16 2 3958 3958 4452 63370 84 471 12 
Denbigh Gliding C ntr 1 15 0 3790 150 1650 3r00 50 96 4 
Derby & Lanes Gliding Club 4 3 41 0 5775 0 2545 .5500 167 569 7 
Devon & Somerset Gliding Club 4 I 43 1 6271 532 2317 8806 186 361 22 
Dorset Gliding Club 2 2 11 1 1583 351 509 0 38 161 2 
Dukcrics Glidtng Club 2 2 11 0 2023 19 344 1500 3!! 168 4 
Dumfries & District Gliding Club 1 1 2 0 366 0 100 200 12 13 0 
East Sussex Gliding Club 4 4 17 1 3892 935 1387 9854 105 599 7 
Essex & Suffolk 4 3 2 1 () 5055 15 2163 30225 11 5 275 7 

sex Gliding Club 4 3 26 I 2782 670 1096 94 335 5 
Herefordshire Gliding Club 1 I 8 1 685 685 510 23 75 I 

Highland Gliding Club 1 1 1.5 0 1898 743 352 0 44 101 5 
Imperial College Gliding Club 1 2 () 0 506 135 199 25 23 3 
Kent Gliding Club 4 3 36 1 702 1 1280 2200 0 17J 787 18 
Lake Glidin • Club 2 1 11 1 671 661 384 0 34 47 1 
Lasham Gliding Society 11 0 150 5 25000 10000 535 211)6 29 
Linco lnshiro~ Ci lid in~· Club 3 1 7 () 22.)9 0 377 191!7 50 121 3 
London Gliding -lub 7 5 127 4 17889 ll927 7128 278000 262 2054 12 
,vtendip Gliding Club 4 2 10 1 2693 72 708 2500 71 274 4 

Midland Gliding Club 4 4 l9 1 9683 615 4726 16437 178 501 9 
Neerlwood Forest Gliding Club 3 2 (j 0 2629 0 741 52 255 6 
Nene Valley Gliding Club J 2 18 () 3259 10 1006 2499 61 202 6 
Newark & Nolls Gliding Club 3 4 10 0 37'14 84 929 2780 f>5 319 6 
Norfolk Gliding Club 3 3 49 2 4277 2404 229 71000 127 326 8 
North Devon Glic.Jing Club 2 0 8 0 9% 996 0 0 13 270 1 
North Wales Gliding Club 2 2 4 0 1030 0 160 27 72 0 

1 orthumbria Glic.Jing Club J 2 12 1 26 14 625 681 1000 88 462 5 
Oxford Gliding Cluh 4 4 24 0 4369 0 1318 6000 90 405 12 
Oxford~hire Spurtsflying Club 0 0 7 0 0 0 1450 18000 56 15 3 

Peterhorough & Spalding Gliding Club 3 2 l 2 22 G 22'6 1685 67 448 8 
Rattlesden Gliding Club 3 2 2 0 214 41 1276 4500 83 352 13 
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OCTOBER 1, 2 02 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2003 

CLIDIN , CLUBS AIRCRAFT ALL NO. OF I-lOUR. K1'vlS MEMBERSHIP 
LAUNCHES AEROTOWS FLOVVN FLOWI'.1 Ful l [stimJted 

~ "' o. oi 1o. oi 
N w 
.0 :; Oc 

c: Temporary Female 
::l c >--::; ::; "- ~ u:: 1\1\t•mbcr Members 

Sackville Gliding lub 2 1 8 0 250 22) 245 0 15 13 1 
Scottish Gliding Union 4 4 52 I 9787 107(1 5060 0 263 (>18 13 
Shalbourne Soarinfl Society J J .HJ 0 4251 :JB 1358 7000 84 374 l) 

Shcnington Gliding Club 3 4 41 0 9203 !l79 2200 174 450 19 
Shrorshirc Soaring Group 0 0 8 1 195 195 2'17 2600 17 0 I 

Sou th W~lcs Gliding Club 2 4 31 1 2985 888 1625 16000 78 211 4 
Southdown Gliding Club 3 3 54 3 4680 3966 3618 43386 176 681 20 
Swfiordshirc ,liding Club 1 4 20 0 3768 738 1503 BODO 108 272 10 
Stratford On Avon Gl iding Club 4 3 27 0 6473 0 2280 24945 11 4 61 9 13 
Strathclyd Gliding lub I 1 6 0 220 0 21 0 11 28 0 
Surrey & H~nt Gliding Club 0 11 0 0 0 11 2 6 5 
Surr y Hill Gliding lub 4 3 5 0 4929 0 665 0 85 487 4 
The Motor Glider Centre 0 0 0 () 205 2000 18 0 1 
The Soaring Centre 6 6 97 'l 10913 6870 61 94 3515G 307 1214 22 

Trent Valley Gliding Club 3 2 19 1 3655 712 1439 66 229 -1 

lster Gliding lull 3 2 17 2 1G57 1600 1060 800 65 21 8 5 
Upwilrcl Bound Tru.l Gliding Club 2 1 5 0 145(> 0 427 177 23 30 3 
Vale oi Neath Gliding Club 2 1 1 1 165 169 137 17 6 1 
Vale of White Hor Gliding Club 2 2 10 I 1155 97. 839 7650 45 126 3 
Vcctis Gliding lub 2 1 6 1 70 706 242 l3 82 4 

Welland lid in Club 3 4 20 0 2J80 356 952 7332 9 3 7 
Wolcls Gliding Club 4 2 41 2 8724 13 5 3248 4560 184 1050 5 
ork Gliding Centre 5 3 28 2 5138 361 5 2003 10000 188 1059 12 

Yorksh ire Gliding ' lub 5 5 48 3 5259 861 4479 112582 184 615 9 

SECTION TOTALS 226 191 1930 66 286fi03 93252 114216 1064057 731 7 28726 540 

CLUB TYPE: SERVICE 

Anglia GlicJ ing Club 3 3 1 0 2204 3 505 1540 51 
B<~nnmdown Gliding Club 4 3 19 0 5 11 2 37 2150 6856 89 318 10 
Chilterns Gliding Club 2 3 14 0 4607 17 1612 6053 97 369 
Clevelancls <.;liding Club 2 3 11 2 I JO 916 11 00 12000 52 40 4 
Cranwell Gliding Club 3 3 15 1 3838 389 1463 7515 58 287 8 

ru·adcr- Gliding Club 3 1 1 0 2603 10 366 .16 1 3 
Fenland Gliding Club 2 2 4 0 164 1 G 532 3500 28 167 1 
Four aunties Gliding Club 3 3 10 1 3894 524 1840 28302 42 13 2 
Fulmar Gliding Club 2 I 2 1 271 183 ]J C) .J40 16 27 4 
Heron Gliding Club 2 2 5 () 1341 33 .196 0 30 50 4 
Kestrel Gliding Club 2 2 5 0 138 1 457 99b5 24 108 0 
Portsmouth 1\laval Gliding Club 6 5 18 3 6322 2088 1440 17256 208 663 9 
1-!AF GSA Centre Aice.,ter .) .) 31 3 11 534 4870 7335 101000 106 44 8 10 
S~·<~hawk Gliding Club 3 4 1 1912 1210 41 9 300 4G 233 3 
Wr<'kin Gliding Club .l 4 6 1 2604 731 864 s-oo 82 0 6 
Wyvern Gliding Club 3 3 7 0 6751 111 1789 9943 59 108 ') 

SECTION TOTALS 48 46 153 I) 57~67 11128 22407 212270 1024 2832 67 

CIVILIAN CLUB TOTAL 226 191 1930 66 2ll6603 93252 114216 1064057 731 7 28726 540 

GRAND TOTAL 274 237 2083 79 344 170 104380 136623 1276327 8341 31558 607 
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Club focus 

a d 
THE MIDLAND GC was formed in 1934 at a flat site 
near Birmingham. Due to the foresight and financial 
assistance of Espin Hardwick, a small plot of moor­
land was purchased at the top of the f ive-mile long 
west-facing ridge of the Long Mynd. A hangar, 
incorporating the clubhouse, was built and is still 
giving good service to this day. Early members 
included Charles Wingfield (UK Gold C #2), Amy 
Johnson and Prince Bira of Siam. The bunkhouse, 
kitchen and workshops have been added over the 
years. Gradually, as land became available, more 
was bought and we now have more than 330 acres. 

The result is a comfortable, well-equipped club 
w ith excellent facilities in a stunning location, 
which will celebrate its 70th anniversary this year. 

The prime method of launching is by a profes­
sionally operated winch and retrieve system. This 
can give a very rapid launch rate of up to 25 per 
hour to 1,200-1 ,500ft, with over 2,000ft in a brisk 
southerly. We also have a Paw nee tug and an SF25c 
Falke motorglider. The cherry on the cake is our 
bungy launch, which is something every glider pilot 
should experience. Quietly propelled from the hill­
top by industrial-strength elastic ropes into a 25kl 
headwind with 4kt of lift, you'll find that a couple of 
beats of the ridge will take you to 1,000ft agl. From 
there use thermals to fly towards Wales in search of 
wave. If you don't contact it you can always retreat 
back to the ridge for another try. 

The club has a very active group of pilots com­
peting at National level , both Junior and Senior. Our 
younger members produced some very promising 
results in the Junior Nationals and our Inter-club 
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League team won our region and came second in 
the finals last season. 

As part of our commitment to promoting gliding 
to young people we have recently entered into a 
partnership with the Faulkes !Flying Foundation to 
provide subsidised trial lessons. A DG-505 has 
been supplied for the purpose. This has proved to 
be extremely popular with local Scout groups and 
we have had a positive response from the county 
youth oflicers. We also host the University of Wales 
Aberystwyth GC and pupils from Shrewsbury 
School and Hereford Cathedral School. 

Being 1 ,500ft above sea level we get both the 
best and the worst of the elements. The course 
season starts in March and we operate seven days 
a week until the start of November. Through the 
winter, weather permitting, flying takes place from 
Wednesday to Sunday, although we will open up if 
a good wave day is forecast. Expeditions are always 
welcome. We can accommodate up to 40 in the 
bunkhouse and private rooms with a full catering 
service on site. The sleeping quarters are currently 
undergoing complete refurbishment, following 
major improvements to the showers and toilets . 

The original hangar and club room with its long 
dining table all contribute to a unique atmosphere. 
lt is just a very pleasant place to be even when the 
weather is unflyable; as a consequence, we d raw 
members from all over the country, many travelling 
from as far afield as London and Scotland to spend 
the weekend. Some people have a country cottage; 
others have a country gliding club. 

Chr is Ellis 

At a glance 
Full membership cost: £310 pa 

Launch type and cost : 
Aerotow £20/2,000ft , Winch/Bungy £6.50 

Club fleet: K-21 (x3), K·13, K-23 (x2) , Discus, K-8 , 
SF25c Falke, Pawnee. Also DG-505 

Private gliders: 45 

Instructors/flying members: 30/ 150 

Types of lift: ridge, wave, thermal 

Accommodation : 
Private rooms and bunkhouse. Professional catering 

Operates: 
Seven days (March-November course season) 

Wednesday to Sunday (November-March) 

Contact: Tel 01588 650206 Fax 0 1588 650532 
MGC Ltd, Long Mynd, Church Stretton SY6 6TA 

office @longmynd.com/www.longmynd.com 

52" 31 .119 N 00° 52.587W 

Radio frequency : 129.975 

Clockwise from top left: bungying a K-21 off the Mynd 
(Chris Ellis): the Long Mynd, with the valley to the right 
(Malcolm Huddart); the Mynd after the dry summer of 
2003 (Chris Ellis); clubhouse in winter (Mark Wakem) 
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u 
news 

Aquila (Hinton-in-the-Hedges) 
AQUJLf\ is now et:Is ing into the w inter routine oi repa ir 
ilnd re furbi shment w it h our Pawn<! about tu be 

re-cowred .1 nd ovl~r h,JUied, hongar r o f le b scaled, 

coach repairs under Wily and gl ider repair workshop 
bookin gs on th e increa c• aftcor what has lwen an 
exce llent fl yi ng year. Th e AGM has also be-en held, .l s 

l'etcr Fincham stond clown ass . ·retary a i ter do ing an 
exce ll ent job with Robc'rl Cronk stepping into th 
hre,t h. O ur thanks lu IJn Hltmmond, who will remai n 
as our much-Jppreciated ch .J irm ~m for une morl' yea r, 
and Cli ve Stainer, w ho \vill continue dS treas urer. 
Barry Woodman 

Bath, Wilts & North Dorset (The Park) 
BECAUSE two of our Ro · i,ms had recentl y been back 

to l'o lancl for reiu rb ishing. they were suon fl ying Jgai n 
aitt>r the ban . Th e club hos purchased J second 
l'uchacz, and th e committee has nuw decided to sell 

our third Bocicm . \Nork is progress ing on the 1\1\o tor 
Fa lkc, and the l'awn ee is being re-covered in th e 

hangar, thanks to D ick Yerbu rgh and helpers . In 
November we enjoyed our usual annu:1l club di nner. 

during w hich '"like Thorne r ived the Keev il cup and 
the 1 OOkm cup. our CFI Stuilrt orth took the new Park 
cup ior th fastest non-turbo fl ight, M~rk Hawk ins the 

Ladder up clnd M ike Edwards the Four .athedrals cup. 
Makolm m ith , our 1reasurcr, was awarded the ordon 

M ea ling trophy in appr ci,ltiun for his ' or~ in keeping 
us ~o l vent o er m;llly yea~ . )an Smith was rr s nt d 
w ith a token of our thanks for her serv ices as our very 

eii icient lub sen tary. Joh n Garland has taken over 
iro m )an, and Rnn Lynch ha5 retired as ch c~ i rm ,ln . 

Joy Lynch 

Black Mountains (Talgarth) 
IT HAS been a cracki ng autumn at Ta lgarth w ith guod 
easterl y wav o ften going to Gold h ight and many 

vis iting pi lot! enjoying themscl ve in the unclutter d 
airspace w e enjoy, In terms oi launches, w e are well 
, he, d oi last year and expect to top out at around 

2.500 by the end ui December. We arc delighted th at 

Don Puttock is cominfl back th is summer to look after 
the club and ru n ded ica iL' I courses aimed ,,t pust-~o l o 

pilots both frum Ta lgurth anrl other c lubs who want to 
get up to Bron;w sta ndJ rt! quickly and s1.1rtun cm» ­
cou ntry fl yi ng. With more tim e in the ai r per lac>nch 
than any other U K c luh, Wl' thi nk these courses will be 

popular and w il l be putti ng cktai ls on our webs il<' in 
the New Ye,lr. Work Cdrri t'!> n in the clubhousE' w ith 

ful l hea ting nO\· insta l l 'd to keep us cosy Jnd ''"1 rm us 
after long tim at alti tude. As th is is being w rillen 

early in December, the radio i llv w ith ca ll s oi p i lo ts 

climbing above 1 O,OOOft in the "oh-so-rredi table" 
east rl y wave. Claims arc coming in thick and fa st for 
th Tony Burton Trophy th<l t w i l l IJ presen ted ;>I the 

AGM io r th e best gai n in heigh t at BMGC. The AGM is 
on Apri l 17 rather th an over EastPr. 
Robbie Robertson 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
OAVE Byass has re;,um •cl the rolt' o f chairma n (so suon 

ai ter h is last flight on Concorde as wel ll as 13 rucc 
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Award-winners at the Bath, 
Wilts and North Dorset GC:S 

annual dinner included 
CFI Stuart North (far left) 

and Mike Thorne (fourth from 
the left, behind) 

Cooper was regrettably for ed to stand clown after on I)' 
a ye~r in the position. Danny LJn1b has also stood 
down from the commi ttee. O ur thank> go to them both 

for all their d iort and commi tment. Rucl Chri st ie hos 
joined the cornmiiiCe . Rud, now the proud owner oi a 
beautiful >\SW 20L, bring the ~x pcrien ce of some 
I . 'iOO hours on "SoMi ng f'JrclChutes" w ith him. 

We' re very s,l d to announce the sudden dea th oi two 
mor~ club members, llrian Edw<Hcls anrl fl ru ce O wcn 

lseP obituari es, p6 11. Club trai ning conti nues almost 

unabated, w ith a highest-ever recorded number oi 
intensive courses solei this yea r. Recent solos incl ude 
Anne Chapman. )onny Hornc, Steve )ones, )u l ian 
McC1rthy, M,bhct Musika .1 nd D~v id Toml inson. To cope 

wi th ~~11 these we w ill have a ~econd K-8 on line next 
season, mak ing a totJ I o f n ine singk•-sea te rs. !:3oth of 

our Rob in tugs are being overhauled by the French i~c ­

lori es thi s w inter. one of th em l1<1ving a complete 

rebuild. W e're' ho lding a clinn<~ r-da n cc thi s February, 
the f irst fo r sever.1l years, rmd nt'x t se·aso n ·~ plans 

incl ude spring cxpc,clit ions to ShcJbrlnn and the I rench 
A lps (rac ing group), and,, Rcg ionals starti ng )unc 12. 

Roger Neal 

Borders (Milfield) 
AS THE wave weeks slip yui <.:kly in to history, w e can 

refl e t on il mixed hag oi vents . Some weeks oiferccl 
excellent cond itions, w hereas on others pi lots w cr 

forced to be content wi th rockpoli shing above th e loc,1l 
hil ls; however, we hope that al l our vis itors enjoyed 

th ir stay and we look forward to we lcom ing them Jl l 
back next year. Repairs to our A lli ;>n ce arP we ll unck r 

wa)' fo llowing a heavy landi<1g in October; we shou ld 

take deli\<cry by late D 'U'mber. Fo llowi ng a IJnrloul in 
the cl ub's K-2 1, K<"vin ChM itun execut -·d ,1 ii rs t-cb,; 
PR f'_xe,·cise, w hen, aftN the custornary tea and t:ake, 

he wa · asked if he could lay a new carpet. Not un tu 

refuse il hallenge. dnd spurred on by th promi sr> of 
more ke. h expert ly laid sa id ca rpet to the d li >hi 

oi the landowner' wii . I wonder what oth r c.hor l ie 
in Wd il for the next pi lot who drops in une; peel dl y? 

f inal ly, a big th ank you to Russell and Chris for hauling 

our dama).\ecl A lli anct' cJown to Ruffo rth ilfter thei r visit 
in Octoher - th an · , lads. 

Mike Charlton 

Bowland Forest (Chipping) 
D ECEM RER has arrived and the weather and the fie ld 

h~vc both he ld out for us to keep on fl y ing! The 
rPfurhishment of our thi rd K- 13 is stil l on target ior 

comp letion by spring, d llll ;1 sp:trkling new <:-cl nopy has 
been fitted to another K- 13 . Thew rk on the upgrade o f 
the Cents iac iliti - and impro •mcnh to the cent ra l 

heati ng sy tem is sti l l ongoing. \Ne had our hris tmas 
partv, w hi ~h was well attended, ,Jnd ery much ('njoyed 

lly al l. Congr.11ul ati ons to the fo ll owing, who were 
awarded troph ies at th<; reccont 1\GM: J\ League 

( E~pe ri en ed l' ll ots), Geofi 8a il -'y; B L "ague (f arly 
So lo), no cl aim; Hugben Triangle, John Richilrdson; 
Cros - ,.ountry Trophy; Nigel Dickenson and I an 
Pend lebury; Progress in Early S >lo, Tony L vi ll; and 

Enthusiasm, Tom Gnegson. 
Eilccn littler 

Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympsfield) 
SPECIAL open day w,1s h<'id on IJl'cember 17 lD m ark 

th t.ent -•nary of powered fl igh t wi th dw<q> tri,·>l lessons 

tu 2,50011. 1\ team has b<'en working on lllcl king ou r 
l>aw nee pretti rand soun<.ler, saving th ousand>. John 
Frt• nch and ligd Smit h now have inspellor's tickN>, 

lovven ng th ;1vert1g (l g ' oi club inspector to belm·v 
60. We hilVI' has scvc r,1l tlw rrnol and ridge days dc'sp ite 

November b<."! ing gt·nerully wet .- nd misert1bh· ~ne! 
tv\ilrti n Til lbot achieved J .ross- uun try Endorsement. 

We haw new brochure• to .1dvertise our cou rse· and 
tri .> l lessons. Interest has beeo shown In .1 prop , cl six ~ 
J irc r~ it hanga r and costs dre h~ i ng inv ligated. 1\ noth r 
nc•w htlllgar is proposed ior S~1i l p l ane •rv i cs. The 

dinnN -dancc is un l el>ruary 28. And do an)•one know 

how to discourage badgers from d igg ing up tu ri' 
Bernard Smyth 

Burn (Burn) 
O UI< best wishes ior ,1 long and happy flyi ng ca ret'r 

go tu Fran k Thompson. who at 84 has cl •c idNito stop 
il y ing tlw tug and concentrate on !ly ing the gliders and 

th e nl<1tnrglicler. ur Bonfire N ight w<1s d gredl u<.CC» 
:1s w <ts our cl ubhouse hri slm,lS di nn r. Many thanks tO 

E.dna Sharp I ' and her team of helpers. The ·up ior b t 
rl ight in a club gl ider went to M ik Howey iur an ep ic 

D iamond goal in our lanus. Looks li k our fight to stay 
, 1 13urn w ill now go to court early in the new )'eM, li 

th ert- is ~ lflyonc in the muvPn"len t who cnn offl!r U!t ilny 

advi ct· irum experi"<Ke please get in touch. 
John St irk 

Cairngorm (Feshiebridge) 
D U KING th is pcr iorl oi eniorceu gro unt!i ng due to 
run\\·,ly rPpa irs, members have de .mped to l:..1sterton 

for cont inued fly ing ancltm in ing, and we thank our 
hO>LS, H ighland and Fulmar, iot thd r superb ho;,p i t<~ l i ty. 

'vVe shou ld be operational by February r March, but 
unti l urt her notice please obta in PPR beiorc ,1rr iv ing. 

M eanwhile. ba k at FeshiE•, inspe tor; ~ nd members 

h, vc b ~n bus) attend ing t their Q; o As ond rrf'PcHing 
ior the seasonal socia l :~cti vi ti es, .1nd our thanks go to 
Ray and M Jggie Lambert i r all their h,wi work in thi s 

oreil . D il tes for "M ayfest" have now been coniirmecl as 

Satu rd ar·, M ay 1 to Sunday, May 16, 2004 i lors o i 
300kms up for gr<~b s) . Bookings to Chris Fio rt' nlin i on 
0 1540 07.lD 1 or cil risry'c,lpercc~il/ie.flyt· r. co.uk 

Ch<'ck out ou r w ebsite at www.glid ing.org 

Chris Fiorentini 

Chilterns (RAF Halton) 
BELATED congr.llulatinns to Cordon l lowarth . w ho 

ga ined his 1 OOkm cliplomn during th summer. The· 
thQrmals .J l the weekend of November 15-1 6 fJ r ili tatNI 

som<' n1emorable ili ghts/cross-cu untrie>, wi th high 
c l imb rates thot no-one cnuld recJ II so l ~tc in the ycvr. 
l\1\0rc recently rT1..t ny mf~mbers h;-we. bc-'en kef•p ing > 

Please send news to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 
or Helen Evans. 7 Ollney Road. Minchinhampton, 
Stroud GL6 9BX to a rrive by February 10 for the 
next issue (April 13 fo r the June-July issue) 
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fly the Vale of York 

• Brilliant site • Tarmac & grass runways • No airspace restrictions • 2 Pawnee tugs • 2 winches 
• 3 x 2 seat training gliders • 3 x single seat • 2 motor gliders for faster glider training • Approved site for 
glider pilot NPPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces • Full time staff 7 day operation 
• 5 day courses £330 • fixed price to solo £895 (winch & aerotow) 

Rufforth Airfield, York Tel: 01904 738694 www-users.york.ac.uk!- mdctlygc.html 

York Gliding 
Centre 

Glider refinishing in Poland • Superb quality • Unbeatable prices 

www.refi n ish.biz 
BGA approved • 5 week turnaround • Easy delivery • C of A included • 40 satisfied customers 
Contact Steve Crabb on +44 (0)771 0 442742 (uk) +48 (0)71 3481043 (Poland) or email info@refinish.biz 

The Black Mountains Gliding Club 
MAKE 2004 YOUR YEAR - COME TO TALGARTH 

Average flight times in excess of 1 hour mean s you can really get some air time. 

Courses available: 
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• ab-initio consolidation training, accelerate your club training. 
• solo to bronze get solo at Talgarth, aerotow training, get your bronze legs, 

and ground school prior to sitting the paper. 
• Advanced hillsoaring courses. 

The club operates 7 days a week from April. 

For more details:- Visil our web site~ E mail (Preferred) black~ Telephone 01874 711463 

Sailplane & Gliding 

mailto:info@refinish.biz
www.refinish.biz


Club news 
> LUrrent using !he loc.ll ridges tlnd ocG.-.l~ i onc~l wave. 

Meanw hile, liln PettmJn has been providing Uronze le 
tu res to whiiP L~w;'l )' th(' winter1

S early PV nlng ·. UCL's 

succc>siul freshers' fayre cont inues to be,1r frui t 
in the imm oi numerous different stud nt> turning up 

,11 the <1 irf ield m ch we~·kf'nrl . Wt< Jrc \C'ttling into our 
tempor, ry bolt-hc•l•• a<"CommodJtion whilE• the 

hJng;, r/ofiicc refurbishment t.1kes piJcc in time ior the 

arrival of the JSATIGI ,md RAr GSA Centre from HiccsLer. 
O h. ,mcl other news is th.•t one~ oi our members, ,, 
certain DJve l'ustlcthwJite, completed his Di;,mond d is­

t;,ncP (,1nd an B20km fl ightl in Nowmher - <~lbeit 

in Australi11 .. 
Andy Hyslop 

Clevelands (Dishforth) 
W E' ARE ple.1sed to ,1nnounce the Jrrival oi our new 

b;,by. a 1<-21. This replaces the Grob r\cro. which hJs 
bePn a sol id workhorse fo r many yt~;JrS, but now need~ 

a rest Jnd some TLC. Dick Cole has .1lso retired, in his 
caw diter sonw :J O-plus years oi ilying fi ght~rs, and is 

now looking forw.1rd to concentrating on his gliding. 
Jim lvtcle,1n v isited the O.~rling Down> Soaring Club in 

Australia JS 1 art oi dn RAFGSA expedition. d id eight 

il ights on eight dirt r n t ~ · rcr.~ft, .mcl ruturnccl w ith Gold 

nd Diamond dislilnce !lights illoth ll.ld~c cl.1ims done 
on ronver i n fli •ht !). Do<>pit the inneasE'cl irfield 

ac ess r qc11rcments •mpo>~d by tlw Army, kling 

people are still welronw to ""r ,iiP, but 1 lease cnsurp 

consult w1 "' v. di.>Morth<~ iriield.tree;erve.co.uk 
before your visit. 

Polly Whitehead 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
0 O BER alw:J 'ignals the club expeditio!' to 

Portmoa~ and his yeJr wa no ex eption w ith more 
than 15 m mbers hearl•ng north. Kegrcttably, the 

weather was not kind .1nd no bad e ili ' hts w ere milde. 
As alway> we r newed our ,1cquaint.mce w ith the loc;1l 

hosleln and a good time wa> had by all. Thanks to 
lr ne ;u1d thP tPnn1 for a warm vvelc_ome... Th is summer 
th club w il l he hosti ng both the St.!ncbrd Ndtional> 
Jncl Competition l::nterj)nse so get your entries in ~nd 
fly at one> o f the country'~ iincst odring site:;. Full 

d tai ls re to be inund at along wi th dct<~i l f our 

pring I d ure programme, AGM and annual dinner 
danc The "Fricl,1y Fliers" clebrated with a robust 

Chri>trnJS dinner, w hen eurg ~ord entertain0d us 

w ith a tlying display from his indoor model aircrJit. 
Frank Birlison 

Cranwell (RAF Cranwell) 
A RECO RD ye.u in that we rea hed late Novcmb r 

beiore !J inf: mined ofi. r ete Kingwi ll, Ti rn uvies and 
Rick )on s returned from AustrJiiJn cxped to th frosty 

plains of Lincolnshire. <~ilch h ving ilo' n mor than 
60hrs in the sun and Jch ieving wh.11 ought to have 

been a sack load oi b.1eJ ' P claims. M eanw hile the Llub 
began its round oi uecp m<li nten.1nce and of . 

not to m ntron prep> for the Station ommander's 
inspection. part from this Janws H;l lc w nt solo and a 

number o f conversinns w ere achieved. Chri Frankl!n 
rema•ns ~" bo th 0 1 - dnd treasurer ns well as ho lding 

do' n J bu>y day joh. Wf' hope to lc' t Chri< have some 
of hi> liie bark il ap <~nd before the r\GM in the new 
year. Trial fl1ghts have proved to be popular Christmas 
gi fts th is y ar. 
Paul Skiera 

Dartmoor Gliding Society (Brentor) 
A l.THOULH flying has nit >n been r strictl·d by we.11hcr 

our indefaugablc T Taylor mdndgcd to f\C'l through very 

evere rotor to make on oi hi< '11.500it climbs ancl our 

indefatigable secreta ry, I R!'llf •, h,IS Cdnied out his long­
stJncling promise to make ,, i u:>ld lnnrling. G;win Short 

has repla d Duve I loopcr as Jfc•ty Oiiicer. Th(• two 

shipmate-, Gavin ~nd ~. rtin ropp~r. have been 

clcbratcd in the lo J l press as the tortoise Jnd the 
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h.1rt'. 1\'\arti n gdine<l his Sil vl 1r ,1 fter I S years, Cavin alter 
15 months. nw acrompJnying photo, .111 resplendent 
gold .1nd blue. g.1ve us eye-c,1tching public ity. lan 

Reedie and tm m have brought the second winch back 
into service. Th,1nks 10 the generosity oi Rc•x Grayl ing of 

:-Jorth l··!i ll we h,we been ~hk• to rep lace our lost 1<-8 
w ith his cldightiul K-6cR. 11 is giving grc.11 enjoyment. 
We• arc very gr.1teful also to Stevl' Clarke t'or helping us 

to buy a npw r;1dio ior retrieve: vehiLies, which should 

make our operations <'V<'il slicker in the r<.:ew Year. 
Phil Bret1 

Deeside (Aboyne) 
PILOTS h;wp enjoyed snme exc0llenl so.ll'ing in wave 
condition> with flights to lnvNn ss. Pitlochry. the Spey 
Valll•y and he)•ond. Mcmlwrs' notable successes 

include a D iamond goal ilight by Davl' Smith; Torn 
HollowJy and .~ncly Mason (,l visi tor) gained their 
Diamond heights and ll ob Ounthorne his Gold height. 

Roy Garden completed his Silver fladgc, Mark Farquh.1r 
his Silver height and a Bronze leg. A lex Sn1ith alsn 

g.1ined his fi rst Bronze leg. Robin Dransfic ld got his 
Cross-country Endorsement and Bruce AlcxJncler com­

pleted his first solo. Congr~tul,llion> M P ,1lso due tn Tom 
Ho lloway, who became a ~asic Instructor, ,1 nd to Robin 

Cutts, w ho vvPn t 5o1o agdin in the Pawnee. Bookings arc 
being takPn for the 7th L!K Moun1,1in Sc1<1ring 

Charnpionsh ip, which runs t'rom September 'i-11 , ;,md 
for the 2004 w. ve sea>on, Visi tor< arc welcom' at any 

time, not only for th" W d VC se.~ on. \ •Ve olfer courses to 
sui t a range of requi rements, contact Roy Dalling on 
013398 82767. V e w ish everyone the bes of SCldr ing in 
2004 - come and see how w e do it on Oeesicle! 

Sue Heard 

Denbigh (Denbigh) 
IT HAS been a )'ear with many ups and few downs. We 

have seen lots ai vis1tors from other clubs, inc luding 
C.unbridge, Essex and Devon & So mer et. a 11 o f them 

bringin ' lo of jllass a long 1v~y to u c our iantastic 
ridg . ThE' w avP has not diS<lppointcd ei ther -alter dll , 
this is the best wave site in Fn ·•lancl and W,1les. li you 
don't believe m •, w hy not come ~ne! see ior yoursel . 

Photos on tlw we.bsite (l.yw w.c/cnui8ilg/idingc luu.co.uk). 
Special thank go to Kei th Lewis and Tony Cooper. w ith­

out w hom I think thP d ub would <Pase o iunGIIon. 
Congratulation> to John W.ttkinson , ncl Chris Gooch­

Butler on becoming ~ Is; they arc now helping to ·•as 
the burrlen. J hn finished his Silver with i l ight to 

Sleap in our ne' K-fl. w hi< h w.1s >Ltr ly th 'bdfg<Jin 
of th , decade, thanks to Suit'o lk GC. IN now have a 

Falke on site, whi h flew uow n from her u ld home at 
l'ortmoak in July. uite a thri lling fl ight f r fi rst solo on 

type. 13ig ihanks to all at Ponmoa ·• Zulu W hisky has 
given many d ub m mbers an <)pportunity to explore 

further afield. W e would lik to extend a wanm 
wcl om to any molorgliders, so come ancJ pay us a 

visit K(•ith and Tony (ag~ in) have complcled th repairs 
to the sup r Blan ik ready ior the new season; however, 

Designed to easily produce High and CONTROLLABLE 
launches every time with non-professional drivers. 

Please contact us for a 
Video or Demonstration 

thJnk to the Tarma , wt' w ill be flying right through the 

w inter. Lrtst but by no means le(1st wP ne cl morr 
instructors. both m idweek an cl at Wf>>kpnds. li you're 

intercsterl ront,KI Tony D ickinson our C:FI on 01745 
fl 13774 nr oiliet>l/l'denb(qhglidingdvb.co.vk 
I an Walton 

Derby & Lanes (Camphill) 
THE series oi ta lks, including safety lc·cturc•s, is now 

planned for Saturday v •nings over the winter. The 
AGM was on DeCl'mher 13; thanks to all thosl • w ho 

hJvp served tht' c lub,, ncltn those who •.vil llle serving 

by the time th is appears. Congratubtions to Dave Bail ey 
for obtaining his Bl rating. Pt>IC'r Gr.w gnt tn 12.000ft, 
<ln th<~ way OpPning the higher fl ight levc·ls oi our new 
wove box by talking to M anclwster AT C. The field is in 

excellent condition, and the latest smoothed and seed­

ed drca is now useable'. As I've s(1id heff>re, if your air­
field is wat"rlngged, come to Camphil l and ily. We ily 
mid-wL>ek on Tuesday, Thursday ,m d Frirl;,y. The n•~w 

glider fl ying symbo l near th windsock is now a rival 

for ;1 certa in white horsP. TherP is great .1Ctivi ty on the 
c.1ravan iront; the service trenches make it look l ik • ;\ 

battlefield. We. have a new Pucha z on ord r for deliv­
ery in th<.' spring, and the 1<-B we ,H·quir "<!some lime 

<~go is proving both popular .1nd pr fit<~b l l: . \N e also 
hl'.:.tr rumours about i1 new Xim,1ngo on ord r, llnd y t 

another ASW 20 coming. W e w ere' surry to hear about 

th<' r • nt ciC'ath oi on · of our members, Phi I Farnh, m, 

and our >ymrathy go 's lo his wife Jean Jnd hrs lw 
SOilS. Phi I h,id 11ot be n active in the club 10r some 
years, but mJi ntain~d COIIIdLl throogh iriPnd . 

Dave Salmon 

Dorset (Eyres Field) 
IT 15 good to report that w e have enjoyed" very 
encouraging 200 !. Much nying h.J5 taken piJ , 
12 n w member joined this yeM, n I ther have been 
many achiev ments b our pi lots. Our instruc tor base 

increased w ith Dave Pierq • ompleting his Ass i st~nt 

rating. P.ny Cox and C.1ro l Marshal I hJve gained their 

Bl ratings, join in' Nathan l lann y who gat hts last year. 
Rob Wooton and Wolfgang Fisch r h~ve both r<H o lo cl 
and arc making good IJ~c of the 1<-fl>. Barry Thoma i ~ 

flying regular! 'agai11, bo th 111 the tuo <mcl in sin le­

scat•'"· l<ob li11 e flew a JOOkm in hi kylark 4 to 
complete his Gold w hile his broth er Ttm. compl t "<l 
Silv r in his Skylark 3. )on Marshal! (A W 19) is w 11 

on his way to Si lv ·r, and Roh Monk hJ achieved his 

Bronze' ,md .1lsn th Cro»-COUII!r) Endorsem nt. John 
Haliorcl, having spent man ' hours towll y restoring a 
Dart 17R, to k a c loud climb to 9,500it to givt? it a 

good airing. li i D~rt is one of only two in the country, 
we believe. Our Beagl Husky tU\ G-ATMH, has been 
re-enginl"d J llcl i now worki 11g wel l. Increased numbers 

o i trial le:.sons and many more instructio 11al i l ight5 are 
helping to ofiset the large cost of tl1' repairs. We now 

have six tug p ilots availab le thnnks to Bi ll Cook and 
Peter ~olloy (CFI) w ho hav helped' ith their tr.~ining. > 

"it's like going up on Rails" 

ANOTHER WINCH JUST DELIVERED TO CDBURG AERO 
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Club news 

Alas. poor Dorisf "Sorry- no 2 seat flying today" read 
the sign as Mendip GC's Bocian DRS disappears up 
her own thermal on Bonfire Night, condemned as a 
time-expired airlrame... (Keith Simmons) 

~ Thank you Lo Gary Jnd Jim tor their help w ith c,11cri ng 
anti the cluhhous' tn<~i nt nJn • <~n<i t<J 13i l l, BMry, 

Icon, Peter ,mrl Chip, who hav(' k<!pt our club gliders 
and the tug well rna111td1n . Th.1nks as well to all the 
people whose· variolb l:'fforl~ help thf' iub to run - you 
kn w who yfJu (_1r ·l VVc <t l w;'ly~ welt omc vi~itur ~o do 
drop in and ily with u . ee our wcbsilc ior detJils. 
Gerry Cox 

Essex (North Weald) 
f\ GROUP o i members m"de tlw long journey to 
Ahoyne irum North We,tlcl .trtd thoroughlv enjuyed lh<! 
experience of fl ying in w.we, some ior the iirst timo. 

ut only " a· the flying ~ood. I ut he hospiLdl ity 
provided b)• the DcC'side dub was e.' cl ient. Our than 
go lo them for m.Jkin 1 us ~o welcon1e. As in pasl years 
mcmb<.:r> hav<.' enjoyed •(l ~· i ng visit " ID thr Mynd, 
which they thorough!)· njo)'Cd, anrl u~r thanks ulso go 
to the o'vtidiJnd ·lub for once ag~in provtding ll~ su h a 
good wel ome. At last we hJve our Pawnee b;~ ·k to full 
working order, nd w ' ar · all g ttin u~ed to Mriving a 
2 OOUit in a litt le over three minutes ,,s opposed to live 
to 5ix minut.Psl We must congratulate Rhy> Dy ·r ,1n ex­
memb •r of our club. now resid in, in Australia. on 
JChieving il flight ol 78 1 km. O ur CFI Don Ling is cur­
rently ;unning himS>If in pc in. W hope h<· i> bott l ing 
some good thermals to rele<Jse on hts return ' 
Peter Perry 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 
I-IOW do you ha " a Bonfirt• and Firework party 
without J flonil re ,l nd w i1hout dny Hreworks? f\ disn), 
bJrbL-cue and >parklcrs were the answer. And wh~t a 
party we h, ell h er to De• I ,J ild Pveryone who cl id 
their littl bit or" wonderful evening. O h, what 
rejoic ing there w, 5 on • .1 certain Sun ·Jily J fl rnoon 
when John 11y flmom w.1s sent solo by !'lie Smith. 
Congratulations to Jll. Congr.~ t> al>o to l~ick BMtlell , 
who went solo at fl icester. l'crsoml thanks to everyone 
.tt Cru~i1c1Pr$ ln Cyprus for hosting my 011( ' - lll.lrl exrH··d~ 

The AGM is aflproaching, su it will be time ior 111)' 

annu,tl holiri<Jy in sonw ;.1ndy pl.ttc• nnt known f()r its 
liberal alcohol IJws! I'm sure th,1t you ciln guc>$ where 
l' ll lw. O ne volunteer required pl~.1><? to loo~ ilill'r ,,11 
my trophies ti ll I gel b,1Ck. 
Graham French 

Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 
N T having reported ) in (' August due to on' thing ;mO 
anoth r I' l l r~·s trict my ramblings to tlw re,1l ly 

' if\nific.tnl achiewments. Top of the list •11us1 be the 
iourlh plc~c.(;, ,H.hieved by R.ohhil' Nunn in lhe Junior 
NMionals. followed hv Geurge Green, Tom llrt•nton 
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and Peter l lilth.1rd who i inished r~Cspcc t ive l y. IIth, 
22nd, nd ~5 th . Once ,tgain we put up"" ex .el lent 

' "'"'' in th rL<gional compt-li tinns. with l':lul Kin.:, 
Dl'nnis I blup ,1J1d inhnny Cilbcrt finishing 3rd l l lh 
and 12th and wP <Jiso won ti1P f\nglid TV cup. 11 has 
been lhP IJpst so.1ring summer for rllc.li1 )' Ll year .-1nd this 
has been rdlccted in rn.111y notable distancl' fl ights: 
Viv H,1 llcy did Wlllkm ior Di;mmnd, f'dul Rice. lohn 
l ;ill)('rt ,1nd lknnL HPslop .111 d id fl ights ni 600km 
or more and nn less than nine p<•oplc did ilights oi 
lOOkrn o r more ( la 11 Agutte·r dnd (;corgc Gren for 

o ld/Oi,unond) <Jnd scvl'n otlwrs added v.Jrious bits to 
their Silver U<Jclges tthrcP duration flights on the same 
da)•l. Finally, GL'd Col · and D ug Juhnson solot·tl. 
let's hope that 1004 is a. good. 
Sieve Jones 

Glasgow Caledonian (Portmoak) 
DESPITE the winter we arc managing to pull nme 
rncmbcr> out of their comiortJbl bed:; <>v ry weekend 
for flying. V e ,tlsn hJd our first club meeting of the 
se<Json and tlw new committ~ look something l ike 
this. Sarmcd Mirza, convener; K;~n?€m £1-rar;,rgy, 
se ·r la •; arJd Alisdair f'y ··. tTe,J5urer. First staff member 
of the University Steplwn Wiglcy hJcl his i trst flight and 

loved it. MO"' in I -'rP<tPcl >ludcnls have cuntd< tcd us 
iron1 Glas ow Unrverstty dod we Jre looking forward to 
more OC\ov members Joining us af1er l h(~ Janudry ~Xii/11 
madness. Just J r minder herP th,Jt (thJnlc. to ordon 
McTw .fi ill Ca l y ni ~ nrl Kevin Hook ::tt l'ortmo,tk l, 
studants based ~~ any lasgow a llege and Univers ity 
n n come and join U> ,wd ly at l'ortmoc~ k. Conl.tcl us 
for more dctads. Mor tnform.ttion is Jlso ;wili l. tblc· on 
our website .tl hllp:I/Cal y ,/id(•S.trmed. wm 
Sarmed Mirza 

Highland (Easterton) 
OCTO BER is the month t h<~ l will be remembered 1h i~ 

year by Gcdcles Chalmcrs. He had ju't brnu!'hl a LS8 
and on his thi rd trip in it lw decl.tr"d his Diamcm<.l goal 
- Jnd go! it by ily ing in wtlve from Ensterlon lo 
13,d1Jchulish .tncl back. This was wry wel l repon d 111 
a loc,tl P·'lwr wi th the art ,111d ,Jims of gliding being 

,v;:•!l expl.1incd. An .tdd<.>d IJonus for Gedtle~ "''' Jo 
cla im the CH 's crate oi beer ior the first cledar cl and 
c mpl tt'<l 3D0km from East('rton. Well, done Gcddes! 
O v!Jr th past ft•w we >ks it has h<'(•n J pledsure to 
welcome membe" from e hie to fly with us whde their 
strip had ' omc r pairs c, rri<O>cl out on it. The were ::tbl • 
to sample our rid • nd >IJI11<' ::tw fl ying. With oxygen 
bottles chilfgcd we hope to h::tvc J icw height claims 
ovPr llw w int(·r. 

Roy Scothcrn 

Kent (Challock) 
WE W EK[ very plmsed lo welcome UG1\ Chairm:111 
David Robcrts to our .tnnual dinner. Among tlw ,1wMd 
w inners this ycdr wa::. Andy Young. who ga ined the 

t\b Initio Shidd lor his determination in going solo . 
'liVe h.tw J good number of new mcrnb<.'r> and arc 
current I}' running an ~b initio c_our~t' ~o. we hop<', 
come the spring there wil l a new group oi Jli lots 
~porting Bron:w l<•gs. O n tlw ;uhject oi Rrnn1e, tlw 
committee h,Js decided to is ue (.l new ,mnual (1wt1rd 

for the most dC'scrving pi lot of BronLe stanclMd. Thi i 
in mpmory of c lub member Don Mcl.<~od. who d ied 
,1itc•r a short and sudden ilhwss. Don h;,d been ,11 the 
club only a le"' days IJ~inrc; having just completed h is 
ll l U h-cowteci Bronze Badg~. A h,ml-wnrklng ~nd 
popular member. h is Jnd w ill be s<Jdly missed. 
Caroline Whilbread 

Lakes (Walney Island) 
TilE annual b.1sh was dhly OP;nlis :d bv LindJ. Dawson 
,1 ncl 1\ndy Tl'b.ty. f\ndv undc•rgoing on-the-job train ing 
fnr his n<iw post as social secretarv. The si lverware> , s 
dished out as iollows; n,., Ouddon Tn;phy, Lon. dil le 
rnJphy, l.eighton 1-t.JI I Trophy and Elt•ganl V mdows 
Trophy all went to f' ter Red; haw. He W <IS f Jr -ed to 
sh.lrt• the I alter wi th 0Jv North, i.Jut only bccau ·e it 
w<ts J pri1e lor the hest fli •hi in a wo- atPr Th Dodd 
Trophy for most out>tanding progr • s duri ng the year 
was won by )an Ekl -·m, who ga ined solo, Silv<2r height , 
Cold height ilnd the Club L,tdder in hi~ first flyi ng year. 
The Alsl'orcl Trophy ior the be t ga111 of he1ght w. nt to 
Pet •r Lew i for a ga in o f 13,650ft. The Si r Leon,lfd 
Reds haw Trnphy ior th h!'!>t fllg-ht by J non-Silver p ilot 
w,J> joint I • awarded to Jan Eldem and l'hil torer. rhc 
Optimum f inilnri ctl S~rvi · · Trophy inr he>l ga in of 
heioht tn ~ two-5c t glider W.\5 won by John Mari indalc 
and Emma Griifiths tor a ga in of tl,600ft. The Club 
ladder went to )dn [ Idem, who . how~d a dean pair oi 
h is to the pundi . The \"loo !Qn Spoon wa , p rh.tps. 
th • most hotl • conwsted trophy this year but fear o 
litig;Hion prev ~nts che nominat ion\ b ing printed. 
Suli ice it say that Peter Rcdshaw arlderl it to his 
co il ction. desp ite a strong entry irom the previous 
recipient - who h, d managed to lose th ·spoon! 
Ai rft Id improvements an.- being undurt;~k n b)' our 
landlorcl.s at pr enl and prcw nting ,toy flying so any 
visitor should vi it out wehsit - www.lakesgc.co.uk 
- for updat beforf' trnvcll ing. 
Neil Braithwaite 

Lasham Gliding Society (Lasham) 
WE wclc()rnP Gordtln M ;KDonJkl JS our n w .11, and 
Col in W.111 J S $ nior ·wif Instructor. Cordon holds the 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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record ior the <.hnrtt'St ti rnc irurn ,, iidd l.111ding to""' 
ICe-cream purchosc, iour-and-.1-hJ\i minutes in J i,f'ld 111 
G it)uces.t ,..rshire.. O ur n ('\V n"ltl f1;tger. Colin Oennis, is 

.llternp ting, with tlw h<.'l p oi Phi \ Phi ! l ips, to cradi Jtc 
10 ycMs oi power i lying bad h.1bit> ,lnd move un to the 

pure spml oi glid ing. AI Bamiord C'njlly<'d his >umm •r JS 
>tdfi tug p ilo t, logging 200 f)<JWt'r hour>. r\l'tc·r iour y<·Ms 
J chef. Rob [ \l is is leaving to join the po li ·e iorcc. He 
' ill ht• return ing ior te.i ;md the i.mw d LJsh.1m rock 
, kes. Over 40 powNcd ,1ircr.lft (lew in i rom l'oph<~m, 

O lcl SJrum. tl rimpton .111cl flourne111outh. 1\ rere<ll has 

been requf',!<'d ior ne' l ycJr. llmotorglickr ' PI'L g lider 
pi I l tnnvc:.rsion c()Uf~c in OllL' wel'k IM~ hel'n nrg.mised. 
Ndn Worrel l is editor m· the J .1sl1.1m newsletter. TI1c> 
Julumn i~~ue cnnt;t int=>tl 20 f)Jgc' uf inform( tivc dnd 
interesting n ·ws. Th.m ks to dll I hose who hcJped tu 
o rg,,ni>c 2uo.n " ' cesswl ompetiuons. !lob johnson 
w d cume< npplicams for the t.1sham Jclct SchPme. This 
yeM hJs prorluced SC\'erul, i lvers , nrl two l:lb .JrC> ifl the 

p ipeline. O ur !Junch pri were recluccd this car, 

re ulting in " ~ign i ficun t irwreuS!' in the number 
of ldunche . We are d iscu ing th(' future d vt>lopment 
of the clubhou e, hangar and w: rav~n p.1rk . 

Tony Segal 

London (Dunstable) 
UR !lying wasnn 'Ontinucd w!!l l into :--Jovemher w ith 

pilots 1 king Jdvantagf' o guod thermic il ying dJys. 
At Lhc ,J i'mu .. \l d inner, cups \·ver<:.~ prc-'$Cf1H•d inducling the 

n •w Ray Stow.ml Trophy j'li'<'"!nl<' rl to Sieve j,1rvi i r 
h $1 Jt'robatic instructor. O ur memori<"-' oi the !;la k 
/'.-l ountJins Me still frB h from O.:tc) bcr w hen we found 
Ccl>lerly wave t'or >ix d.1y , wh ich took u to lO,OOOit 

each cla · 1TI ' I itc oi th strnn~ roto r. .rJham t>,w i 
ga ined .u ld height. Thank you BIJ k M uLmwir GC fnr 

the enjoyab le tim •. O ur w inter evt>ning programme• is 
agJin popul.1r t'rllm quiz 111ght f ull J l hJIIenge IO 

Pa r, ·hult' _ afet)' presented by Mike Woollurd, w hen ,, 

chul "'" deploy m.! dnd inpu ' given hy 1 wo pilot· w ho 
recently made use or th ' " parachutes to cs :lpc Si1f ' iy. 
WeekN•d ~ml 'lub l ~drler stati,llcs >howed a tut,ll of 

I 03,+2 7km ilown - f rob~blr the b< 1 on record. 
Bonfire N if\ht 's Butlo ·ks Trophy found a winner in 
Richard C op{'J', w ho man.1f3ed l<.> l.1unch an egg by 

r kd and I nd i t 11 •ly without brl'ilk ing rhe shell . 

Welcome to the flRC ;c who hJve Jomcd us w ith " 
K-2 1 f r w in .h launching .~nd tri .1! Ins On>. O ur Sf1ri l1g 

cxp ~i tions to urclany<~ ,111d Sutton 8.1nk arc' filling. 
Geoff Moore 

Mendip (Halesland) 
IT W,\ S touch and go whether to submit this entry as .1n 

bituarr. Dori' is nn more. With tE'Jr welling ll!J and ,, 
chCJking voi ·t.· I mu::.t tc luc nnl l).r r<!pOrt on the demi.S" ( 
our Bocian I E, D RS, bett •r kr1own .1 oris. In the first 

flush o f youth she spunt ht•r time .1! thl' .ovenlr)' club 

•• nd dppear 'd in the l,mH>us pictu I ing • rried across 
the ruad. She thc·n spcmt i1 few ve;~rs at E.lSICrton beiore 
coming to tlw South \•Ve51 in 1996. Whe11 hl'r <•lov,Hur 
push rod IJ iled - nn th<" ground, fortunately - it dr \V 

attention to tlw fact th,H <lw w,1s, w0ll, ~ hit long in the 

tO th1 La~t-gu'f> "'rgNy w.1s rcj<•ctcd .1s co;;ting more 
1han ~h w as wn rth L1n d ill our Bonfire.• Night pc~rty she 

was con>i ned to tlw f1.1mcs and dis.lppeart d up lwr 
uwn thermal VV ,;h,11i mi;, h<'r but h(~r rPplacenwnt, 

the new K- 13, b .Jth ·r ~ i c;e ~ 

Keith Simmons 

Needwood Forest (Cross Hayes) 
TilE y<'ar might be clr.Jwing to a dust', hut th<il'> murc 
than can b 32! id it) (· LJUr so,1ring ~e._bOn . O ur site· i~ in <1 

tantas!JC condition ;,nd lh<· we.1th •r h a llowin~ us to 

''fl'' f<' frcquCTll ly w ith g<Jod So.Jring fl ight' ach it·wd. 
We've b ~n making tiP rnost oi tht> tinw .md as a result 
i must congratulate• Terry M iddleton unci Beri.111 c;rii ii tlh 

fur completing their llronLcs. We've·'' ' " got<' new 
glider on t•Ur fie t in the , h,ljlt> oi ,, K-1.!. TI1ank go to 

those w ho chd the legw ork in tincling her. Our IJunclws 
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werr·· clown" l ill lc• throughout tlw year " "nlfldl'ed to 1,1;1, 

hut th.11 S<'f'ms to he hCl41USC "'"'re better at stay ing up. 
O ur ;1irt inll' im:rc.1 ed ;omewh.JI o VN laq yeM and th<• 

variou~ other nchievements \ o\'t' h,1vl' m.1rlf' mrnn th;1t 
thb y •;lf w il l h .tvl' hC>f'n our he... ... t in th(• time \V~'ve 
been .1t Cross r layc's. The committee ar(• busy putting 
together vdriou~ events fur the· winter ,1ft er the ~uL Ce!-t:-. 

o f the events we enjO)'Cd l,l>ttime. If you'd l ike to tin cl 
out mo((· then n H1W 10 www.,~~ogliclin,~.co. uk. 

Paul Machacek 

Norfolk (Tibenham) 
1\PPRO PRI1\TCLY. tlw t OOth clll niver>.Jry o f tlw W right 

brothcrfi' fl ight at Ki lly Hawk on December 17, 1 'JD:!, 
iel l un " W<•dne$day, tr<1di t illn;1lly our >enior c itizen.' 
duy (11 Tihcnham. Our oldest, boldest pilot ii~t ~olo<:d in 
1 C) i 7 ,uld W.l~ in!)truct ing in I YjY d iHJ WC h c.1Vl' 

others with VVWII c·xperi nee. Sll the- .mecdotc' t'lcw, 
,, t•ver, th ick ,1 nd f.tst. Thr~>e ,1 trPn l ing recc:ived ,, 

cornmci1101'3live mug Jnd the day's dct iv ities ended w ith 
J finr· roost dinner piu> trinlrlling,. Sadly i ilc Tibc,nham 
Thermdllcr, our d uh maga1ine, h • nn" c ·asecl 
pub li ~tion. Sincere th.1nks go to the long-t1mc 
editor/produc<'r, llrmnic Wade, w ho is stepp ing as id 

to ronc.~ntlt'l t t' 0 11 her role~ dS d ub secret ~1ry L1nd 
compNitions administrator. O ur previous sPnl'tM)', )osie 
llriggs, h~s kindly und('rt,lken f( J fill the !l•'l' using tlw 
club wehsi tc. Like most d ubs, we rt~corded sornP fine 
i lights last year. Elu iJ .ricve completed h is Di~mond 

li.lcl •t• with Phi I r oster. Jim I .1wn an<.J hri' r o ll ;., rd 
ach ieving Dl.lmc.mcl go~ls . lirn DaviB d.ncl D O'l:lrien 

~ained their 1 ODkm Diplomas; w hil t; yo~Jilg Tom ) m ith 
du ly went t'ron1 solo tu Sllv r in one year. Phi ! Burton 

.1lso ornp lcted his Silv r ;1nd, ,11 the very end oi 200J , 
M ike Taw solll d.l11i cilr we arc looking iorwJrcl to 
hosting the 18-lv\etrc Cla s .11ionals <~ nd !Jter in the 

season !he O pen Cl"' h,Hn[JiOn,hi[lS .1l1ng ide th · 

E.:LStern Reginnals. 
Alan Harber 

Oxford (RAF Weston-on-the-Green) 
50 , ju>t l ike last ye~r w' hJd th ' ,M. In " soml>w 
moment. ch;-o irm<ln Pde BrO<>b announced he w ould be 

>tcpping down irom the chair !Si i at'tcr m~ny year' ot' 
~ta h<\o'drl ~crv i o<~ h l r ~harge h i~ hatH·· ri~...!'l . 1'v\.H1y thdnk.s to 

PQte for J ll he's done during his tenure. I';1UI i'oger; was 
v01ed in unorpns~cl to ii ll his shoes, abuLJt th ' on ly 
thing th,11 will keep him ;til l. .-\wdrds hJnded out th,,t 

evening wQnl [0 l· lowdfd ton• for topping the lub \, cl­
cb (at;ain!), Grah;1111 Barrct or t.lking 'Lou- Lou' of 
arounrl tl1e LOLl niT)• t'nr houf'\, Chri 'hephcrd inr contin· 
uously gcning the n out of the effluent dild 1\ nthony 

Buck for lJeing the fi rst to q a\' up or five 11 ur in .1 club 
J ir r.1i1 Sirllon \•\ , lk r hnd i t tap I 01nd wa_ presented 
w ith the bounc1ng bnck. 

Steve McCurdy 

Peterborough & Spalding (Crowland) 
VI/ h.>v two new solo pi lo ts, t\lcx l~opwood dnrl B n 
Gilbert, ongmtu lation 10 them both. t\ 1 :<, like many 

of u>, h:ICI some set\)JCks during tra ining, but sh · r gri t 

and drtPrmination pu lll'fl h r through. Ben. one nf our 
C 1dct, , ttlok h i• solo il ight ju t heinre hb 17th huthcl.l)' 

ilnd, in Df;!C<.:'mber. joined the ~uy.1l Air l~orcc dS J 

l r.J incc Fl ight I" Contrnllt•r intending to r onvert 1 

p i lot training. We w ish h im good luck ~nd thank_ for h is 
hard work and cnmmitment. Our ,1nnu,> l trip to 1\boyne 
1 roducNI iour c , \d heights - Shcen,1 Fc•;H, i'ob ThPil, 

Man in Ewer and Davc ( rmvl,urst - Jnd, not to be· 
outtlorw, Pet r Kettle· attJinod h is Gold he1ght in the 
USA. 0.1vt·· M ason h~- now 1,1ken on the I sk of tug 
mon:lg •r from t\1 Fl inlo ft. W e th.1 nk AI inr h is hard wo rk 

uver tht• pa~t (cw ye ... r . Mu re th,m 50 memh0r~ .1nd 
guests gathered in tht' cluhhoust· in Nov mb<!r to 
r elt•brate thl? cornpl !1Ciil nt' the I , c JRreemcnt for our 
,1 i rii ~ld . We part iecl the night ,1way in true rowlnnd 

style. li dppy New Yew, l 'veryone. fly s.1 i I •. 

Joan Pybus 

Cadet Ben Gilbert, solo, at Crow/and with Gerry Pybus 
(by kind permission of the Peterborough Herald & Post) 

Portsmouth Naval (Lee-on-Solent) 
'I H [ "Umm r SC('m~ .:1 ci J~t(l nl lllPnlOry, but \<\' ( 1 elf l 

keep ing busy wi th lot' ot' .11> initio ilying, pdrticuiMiy 
w ith our members from outhamptOn and _ urr y 
Univer;itie.s. Our new K 2 1 is p(()ving very userul in 

th is ro le ~nd togethN wuh our x isting K-2 1 dnd the 
f ,Ju lkas Flying Foundat1on IJG-501, the two-seJtar fleet 
has lclken on .1 tllstinct l) modc·m look. Our instructo r 

ranks ar~· ,11 o I king more lllOcl rn with thP 01ddi t inn 

ot' .Yi ikc r ettic-Jn Jncl 0Jvc Youngs Js new Bls. n ly 
sl ightl y J s mocl~:>m, M ick H azz;,rd mJkc room for 

them hy moving up In an A i t.Jnt rJting. R I< led 

congmtulauom arc also in order to GeofHe G ifford t'or 
his fiw hour , w hich I omitl('d to mPnl ion in the l.1st 
issu •. rvt ikl ' H.rzz, rd is u. ing his v.~st kn()wlccdgt• ot' bars 
;~rou nd the world to lead the redecoration o t' the club 

h r. Ton Wmlrl, <>Ur Chief Fin.mci,d ln~tructor, 

h.·IS rn.mag .!d tn Jv , the c luh n_;,ooo per year hv 
oh1.1in ing I 00 per cent relict on the rate>. it rcrndins to 

be· seen ii he can do the <arnc ior ,, \I th<' nw mbPr. . 

Taking stuck~- the )'eM i, dr.1wing Ill d dose. it i; j>teJS­
ing tn report that l ~ llnch! an' up by neJrl)' 
2r, p r nl ov r l.1st yt .Jr dnd we look iorwcm l w ith 

age.rn to what th~e r-..cw Y!'Jr will bring. 
Si eve Morgan 

Rattlesden (Rattlesden) 
1\ FITIING end to th ' e on ' as hdd l>y tlw at1end •. nce 
oi rnany ~-.\ 1 our ~1nnuJ I dinner. ThP v nuP WJs Th(' 
llngcl in Bury and our thanks go to the organisers. ~olo 

Prti ii c.~tes were p res nt d tn D.1vid Sd lv, ge and Gary 

Shep.lfd; and K.H n W right c>nd Simon flame bo th 
rL<ceJvcd ccrltficat'-" for re-soloing. l11 · landlord's et•p 
for the mo<t improved pilot went to K ith Goldsm ith. 
Th • wo d)' win h \\'l'nl In r ete H urrist1n (again!) Mark 

Taylor wJs presented wi th th numb I um cup tor <1 

fl ight 51 Rkn1 lo11g .1nd the )e.1n Towse cup tor t\11.' best 
flight in ,, c luh glidf'r went tt1 Tony Barll 11. for hi> ilight;, 
i n ihe l' ··gasus during lntcr-dul1 Ll'<lgu . Si te improve­

nw nt> c nt inued over !he ummer w ith the clubhou>e 
being re-p la~tered, nd , in Jncmory of th • 447th 

bombardment group, who sti ll vis11 us ever)' four ye8rs. 
it ha I> en r turnfi'i:l l its <1riginal camouflage o lour. 

l1w wurk hop hJngdr is now com plete wi th "e" door; 
thanks to Ni c l CIJrke and the grass cross-n mwJy h~s 
had its hol s lllled in th.lllk l<J ,, dedicated tli'ilm one 
work week •nd. 1\ trip t utton Bank in l!ct'Olll'r w.e. 
su cessful. W e took our d ub f>cgasus and Jlthough tiP 
ricfgp l ifl srem<-'{1 to be •lusivc a good tirm : w ,1 hJcl b , 
Jll. Our K-1 1 has lleen sent to f'ul .1nd to be rc-g \led, )=> 
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Club news 

Stratford members caught on camera at Camphi/1 (from left): Dave Whitehall, Dave Benton, Club News contributor 
Harry Williams - demonstrating his motorcycling skills - and Peter Kenealy (Melanie Whitehall) 

but shuuld w<· hope he lw k in tlw l't·w Yr•c1r just in 

ti me fnr white c.ml checks ! Congr<t tu lations to Kevin 

W c:sll!rn o n the LOmp lctinn u f hi> Sil vttr, N igcl Cl,1rke nn 

becoming th l! 1,1te I 6<~>ic ln,t ructor .tnd l l • Gcolt t\rmt'> 

tor final lv ii nciir1g Gr;Jnsd ' n for h is 50km. 11 is durin ~ 

th(b ~ wet months th ..:H \\r • ,l rt' gratciul for our t ~unn ·tP 

rumvay, so <:~ ny nwmbrn from fl ooded gr~1 ~s runw~ys 

wi ll hr· made welcorn 

Cathy Page 

Scottish (Portmoak) 
r\S I writ<' th is , we""' cJimost h.llr W~) through 
Dec.vmh(~ r, ,lnc,l it.., \)(:' {~ 11 ;\ long tir {' ... rrH - wc'v(• h;~d 
goorJ llyi11g W'l~ath<:r this l.ll (? in the year. The b~l c.l£t?­

hun Li ng vi ..,ito r~ hc~vl' gum: home ,,vith d go<ld h <.~ul this 

yr-;:t r .;o 11 you 're k1oking 1or th;l\ :~. J usivc badge. leg. 
why not jurn u l :11 rurtmoJkl O ur ll·'C<'Iltly ·'PfH>int<·d 
lull -time inst ructor, Gr;1hJf11 Smith, is now w PII >ettl!'cl 

.1nd p n::p.Jring fu r .1 busy veJr. ;\t the end oi r'luveml>cr. 

nround bO rn€trn1H=-r~ Oltt>nd t·d ou r lnformdtion i\t1ceting 
Jnd \v l?re givt•n ,m opportuni ty !t t d iC.Uh th e llull 'S. 
1 O~yca r slrdh:gic plan. High on th(;;t Jgenda w.Js our ncvv 

hang,lr, :1 nd we <'ven h,1d il n .mi rn~ t Pd 3LJ ; lid ' shuw 

how lng .1i rnft l ~yout i n ide rhp h:1ng;-,r. !I hi cvemPnb 

since last rssuc include: first so los by 0Jvicl Tl 11·1 le, 

,\tart in Ling ,md Gracmc i' (' i ll; .1 nd ll rn nz llJdgcs 

ior DJv id ll yrle, GJry Scntt and r.:1i g Ch .. tiJu rn . 

GrJPmc also g,,incd his Stlv r he r ~h t , Js did Jim 

M. ttock; . John Munrn complet<cd h is il vrr i\li , cJ,1ir 

StcwJrt Jnd DJvicl Al la n are now 131s, Jnd Archic 

:\tcGi rr completed hi s I'PL ( Sl.J\~ G). 

lan Easson 

Shalbourne Soaring Society (Rivar Hill) 
CONGRATULr\ TIOr S tu St<'Vf' Ga71· for hi s fi r't solo, 
.onrlto M.orti n l losk ins iN g;, ining his hill r:lling. ~ u!h 

MMtin and Jrm C avi n J nl now joint DCrt . C 1rnl l>ikc 

having !C!Jp"cJ down (rum rh i r ost. Thre ACM took 

p l :tL • in t! .. rly O" " ' rn b r, ,Jncl was pn1bJ I>Iy tlw shurtest 
(or som e yPru s. ~enii N 1choll s ,1nd Culin H,1ines h,we 

~H!ppe(! U(.)Wrl fro rn tlw ~ 111111nitl eP l\l hP repi~C~d hy 

Slegfried VJIIci and i\yala Lcr.lrl. John Day wils aw;mled 

n w 11-dc.s •rvc.d hunorzJr-;.1 life mcmhe.r.sh ip. You know 

th at the pnr>rPr ' P.Jther h,IS ;mi vr•cl when th e wi nl~r 

le 1\Jrc..s h~g in. Cro s-country lee tu res ki ck<'cl oil w ith 

Li z Spa rrow and Kcty Draper tcl li ng us J.ll about th i r 

lh• in ~ cxperlcnc sIn the l OCH v prn en 's W orlds. 

Ay;t la Liran h.1 s h n busy sort ing n ut other gu r 

lt:!ct urcrs. Tht• 1 ~ctu re se.r ic.s fu r a.sp.iring Bro ll ze Badge 

holders is h(·ing .1 sern b lecl und~r the guidi ng hc1nd of 

Rrcl1c1rd D.tnn. 

liz Seaman 

Shenington (Shenington) 
VV 'V[ h,td 11 gre,1 ! .H1tun1n hlll finctlly ou r inh...:ns-ivc 
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u)urst!S h,lVe wound down until 1\l\~lrch. VVe will he 

flying midwe<•k on the better d.1ys - ring the office tor 

det:1ils l >r check '" '' WlibS it ~: "t W\\'\ l'.g/i rling-.-!uiJ. r o.uk 
for de a i l ~ . W it h tw{J hard run wt~ y.~ it tJkes ,J lot o l rain 

tu druw n nu r <ite1 <H1grc11ui ~ II On to Steve CurJd fur 

doing Oi,1mond goai/Cnltl d i$ t .J~( c ~ . D :ttl)S lnr th<' di Jry : 

nur annual drnncr is on S. tu relay, 1-,,hrumy 7, 2004; we 
m.:ty he hosting th e \rVuoden Ships comp in M;1y; we 

haw ,, llritish ,\•kdiccJI Pi lots Associ.ll i<lll M c•t•t in July; 

thf' task week will be in A ugust. We) .lrt· .1lso hoping to 

run .111 O verseas SOr..Hing Cour··l' (Clr lllt'mh to·r~, court <.!Sy 

ut the ~urapca n Soaring Club. W t: look lor\\'Md to 

5 ' ln !'l VOLI Ill 2004. 
less Whiting 

South London (Kenley) 
WE h,we been ilying •.>n every .cvailal>le we·k dJy 

during tlw winter. Our new Crnh twl)-~(';lter ,1nri Ollr 

new Tost w inch ll rt.;. g1v ing exce!l(' nt serv ice. \~Ve had ;:tn 

('X CC·Ile-nt Chris1111 ~1':! dinlll' r e njoyt·d hy more th,m 70 

mt·n·d H'r~ Zllld th C'ir gu f' ~ls. Rog r ( out<.' join t>J u:; c~nd 
told ,1 r"ew stori es. ( ongratul.ltions to Dennis Hf~nlc.y 

who has manJgecl to s urc hi> orniJi tion ui <H.:hicv ing 

over 1,000 lau nch<· in K-Hs. 0 •nniS, 7H, is wo rking 

herd on hi s second thousand. I' piJn J n exped ition 

to J.K.1 ,11 Eas t ~r ond ilying ot Le 131 il n• · thi> summr>r. 

Peter Bolton 

Southdown (Parham) 
THE surcrh weatlw r durin g 200.; ra is&d rnor.1l ~ . 

•nhanccd th e llymg .ta ti stics, and put" smi le un the 

race oi the trt>a surer. We bought ,J rn otorgli cler to speed 

up th • i)os ir tr cri ning programme:, ,1nd it ha'i provf'd to 
b£' a gr at success. W e are running rh~ new :pp l TMC. 

and W<' ""' d!• li ght ..-1 with the resr o r1.s • fro m "lh onrl ­
corning young pilub. John Wilk.s hc•S r«trrcd from 

instruc tin g; the memher'::' who gr~tduatecl n n evening 

course' w il l lw p.l!ti cul;lfly gr;ttdu l ior hls n1:my vc-·a rs 

ol -,ervi Cl'. \~Vc hope to add a high-pcdnrmdntc tW(J­

sc.atc.r to th e. d ull flcl't as 5oun J 5 ;1 sui LJ lJiu n10chinc 

bN nrnC'l JV~ il ~h l u Thr s w rll provi de oppmtunitit•s for 

arlv:tncc cro"·<;nuntry tr;:~r ning , in ;mtici pcrtion ol thr• 

fJ. bu!ous ~ummc.r th.Jt \Ve are ull c.xpQc ting this veur. 

With a new .2 1-)'Ca r le:IS , a modern l ie 11 .1nri 

prcy.,p<.., t~ or a (;:l st-tr.lck cour~e fo r,)/) initios, \ \1(! feel 

thil t South down re.o l l • is J club fwr tbc 2 1st cPnlury. 

Peter J Holloway 

Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 
UR chairn1.10, Geofi Butler, h.1s now oili i<J II, hand rt 

over to his su cce~snr, John Dickinson, .J flcr n1nc. yccns in 

thE' hot s '<11. W I honk Gcoif very much for .111 hi s 

eifnrt in swr:ring the ·lul! th ro ugh som dilli r u lt end 

cont roversw l 1 1m ~s , including the in fa mous loot-;-md ­

nlout h ep idemic. \Vith our new ~ 3Crr"Lary, /\ndy 

B~1lkwi!l, and ou r new ch ~1irm ~ln , w e; look forw~1rrl to 

some <lf:>,Jdy progr s, with incre,1 ing mcmbPrship ,md 
a sound fin,mcial looting as reported at th ·AGM. r\ 11 

Wt' need now is d nc.w siJf<·ty olfkl'r to take over from 

Roy \'Vood , who ha~ h<"'ld thJt post for eight or so years. 

r\lso .11 tlw N~M . t'C'Ier F.mshawc w,rs prr•sented with 

,, Ul'Jinnan's ;\ward for his cuntriiJution ds CF I; Peter 

,lCknowlf'dgt·•d trc·m e.ndnus support irom memhPrs :1nd 

il'llow in5tructors. Thank you again, Gr•otl l·\ndy, John 

;-t nrl Roy irom us <~ 11. OthPr ,)w;trds at th e ACM were: 
Best Fligh t in Uuh ;\ircralt (John D ickinsuni; Sp itlifl• 

frophy (1"tHk P,HS<HlS for two !lights ol mort:• th,m 

ltJOkm 111 h is U;l!t t7 i; !red Haines S'hir•ld Vll l.ln Wright 

for long ,111d mC'r itorious service ~s senior in st ru t l<i r); 

,1nd tlw John Simonite Trophy llcc lngram, for seeing 

thrQugh various ground rn,lintcnJilC C project.$) . 

Congr;ltul;ttions 1() IJ,l\f<' 1"3cckdt on his first ~olo, in 

Octolwr. Tll<' new diesel gc·ner,ltm h.1s IJ<;rcn comp leted 

in time for winter wedthl.'r, !hank::. to sterling e(lorts from 

HMry J\ '\on-.l()w, ,\,l:trti n Cn'l'l1\·vuod .md Roh llorsnt\1 1, 

to n:JI11(' <1 ft'w. 

Harry Williams 

Surrey & Hants (lasham) 
lr 2004 th f' c lub will bC' extending its support for 

young"'r m mlw rs l>y makir1g its r('duuccl rdtr·s iJv,,iiJbiP 

hJ .Ill in the "2.5 ..>nd unrlf'r" :1gt· gruLrp - bas ica ll y, the 

13 GA " junior " dc.1ini!ion - diHI in lull -time educ;.Jt iun. 

This lll l '<lllS redu, t•rl mr>mbcrship .1nd so.rring chJrges 

:111d .1c et''' to ,, "ir!..':'' lfrc;c· so.>ringi K-tl. Not >urpri sing ly 
giv~n the w0,1thcr, 1003 ended with Jlmost ;tll the 
gli drrs - not to nwn ti<H1 sonw of the lllCillhcn; havit'lg 

flown more hours th,1n lor some ye~ r~ JM ~ t. The 

exc eption was ;1 (cw wc.l!k..s of high sum rllCJ wh n the 

hnt -and-bluc ..: IJmpcd down on us, .>ncl it show rn the 

fip.u re~. lt t~ l l ~ et• r1t~ a long liml' .1 go ~ \Ne w d corne n<'\v 

and cont inuing member.;; to J new yc,lf with S&H, L1nd 

hopl' it i~ <'Vl:ll mnr<' succc~siu l for ('Vl'ryone tbcJn 2003. 

Graham Prophet 

The Soaring Centre (Hus Bos) 
CONCRATUL/ITIOr"S to KL·v in llsh l!r on completu11-\ hi s 

Cros s·counlry Endorsement, .mcJ to P.JUI Cr~bh, w ho 

fl<ew th e l.>st I OOkm or' thl' Y<'<lr. Tlw ,1nnu.rl ho rn mc~rle 

hot ~ir bJ I!oon cornp('tition wJs very w e.l l attended with 

about I 'i balloons l1cing ldu 11 t.lw d in lot.-rl. In sp ilQ of 

strong winds, rno~t took Hl thP <1ir, Jnd provid<:•d a fun 

coup le of hours I or partk cpants and sp~ctJto r s alike. 

1\n Pxce llent boniirc and f ireworks di>p lay io l lowerJ. 

i\n FG,\\ w.c s held in N uv<'!mbcr to j1rn r n th.1t o ur 

current C~ l rem..1 in in posi ti o n ior the tcrnc bern g. 

Tiwre w<~s ,1lsu t~n (• x( e ll enl prl'~<::. nt ,ltion ~nd rfi us~i on 

on tlw future• pldn> (nr th!! cluh . On Decernb r 6, 

the c:lub cc ldJr:J tecl lOO ye.1rs oi flight, wrth a smJ II 

gcrthering .md drinks " "d nihhles. TI1c Jnnu ZII d in ner 

wtl ~ (J(H t \ Z~g,J in ,1 g r~ .. lt ~w~c~ss . Cungr,ltuiJli on to th 

manv c lub members who rece ived :>wJrds :tnd trophr ()S! 

1\ lurth r part of the peritmLk h •. JS heon re urf,u:: Kl, 

v.'hich mu(;h improv0.s our wint er oper;-rti OM. Th e si ng le­

sr·);:tt h;m g(l r dClor is h(~ i11g rehu i lt c111d lh C!. .l uh D iscus i:.-. 

bei ng rcfi n ish <~rl. Many th,mks to all of th e cl ub 

member.:, who h.1vc willi11gly given !heir tl m tu 

complete these importan t pro jects. Onr: of ou r cl ub 

Pu t. h.:J (7~ is ,1l <. tJ i11 Pol.111d being rP(urbishf;.'d ;,nd r ~:: ­

l iled. During 2004 the 8CA will he bJsrng it s !l ying 

upc.ratitH l' Jllhe cl uh. 
Siobhan Crabb 

Ulster (Bellarena) 
IT was n ice tu se~ a very large turnout for th ACM in 

ea rly Dece.rnbt•r, whi ch ~1w the ele-c tion o( 1Crj] J 

new commiU ee •office bearer~ · J.ty' ethercou, cha i rman; 
l'hilip Hazclhu rst, trm~urer ; Richard ha rl ~sson , 

silt' olli <:.er dnd Martin Eil rl c, eo -opted he, lth <t nd safety 

o fli o ·•r. Tom Snnddy was retur ne•d ec rf'lary. flob 
oc;hrJn ~ tf'chni c:<J I nt'fi c~ r, i\l ~n ,\\cKill cn ·"tug­

mJstcr clllcl yours truly ::t.s publiu tyldev , lwpmenl u lii t r.l r. 

The mmpl:l illl " o ffi cer pust> were fill ed by Jim WJII;t e 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Jnd Mor,Jg M cCiurg . Two new rl i rPctor; - '"" t'lc·tll<'rCotl 
(th r~-year term) .1nd H.1rry Boy le (one- yc\lr term) were 
<1 1JpOinLed . Tri i.Jutc was p.ticl to outgoing ch.J irrn.J n JncJ 
director l;1urf'nce 1\'\cKelvic for hi ~ sterli ng stpw;Hdship 
of cluh busirH::.'S~ in whJ.l had hf•en a SJd ye-ar, with th~ 

d<'..tth o l two long 4 scrvi ng a nd dedi c.ucd members. /(on 
L1psle)' .tnc l l,ttter lv Jot< TJggMt (;ee ohitu.tr )'. this p.tgel. 

Wint "'r w.1vc r:amc· good for Ji m \V ·ston and 114Hry 
l l,rnncl wi th both dchic·ving I OOkm <lllhl!ld-retu rn ond 

heigh ts oi LJ.500ft dnd R.OOOit rl'spe<:tivel) For good 
llll'd5Ure Mike cvlcSorl ey joinl'cl in wit h , 76km ou t-a nd­
return in h is K~h r. 

Seamus Doran 

Vale of White Horse (Sandhill Farm) 
200.l tunll'd out to be a vc•ry good y 'Jr tor u , with the 
f..omhi nat icll1 1..11 fine weather and ava ilabili ty nf our own 
tug r •su iting in ne.trl twice as many hours b ing flown 
,,_ in rcc Pill yt:Jr>. ur anm~<tl d inner and priLegiving 

wa~ 111 • ovemb r Jnd ~ ' rd went to Eel roggin . tuart 
Pcplcr (for .c w ve fligh t from ()Ur il, tland il to tlw 
ong Mynrl and ba1..k , M ike Skinner, Mike Leach, Peter 

-h iwill r. Bill Bolion. Pete 13 rrid •e, Jnd .raeme 
SLott \•V ar(' now p lann ing our wintf'r d<.:tivitic.s. 

induding dn expedition in the spring, and thin king 

about next summer. We hope the coming year wi ll 
b<' , notlwr good on<· for us. and indcE'd ior E'wryone 
in !he: UK gl icling movcmcnl, .mcl we look iorward to 
welcoming more visitors in :?.004. 
Graham Turn~r 

Welland (Lyveden) 
THE Sutt on Hank Expedit ion experiunLed mO>IIy Jher­
maiLOncl iliun.s in arl) October. M embers tried out 
Ynrk>hi re's IJ ,.1 000 ~ nd pestered our trea urer. i\ndy 

Lm::k,vood. used to our K-B, took it e.~ sy ·vit h the IJis us 

by in it iu ll y fly ing it w ith th dirbrakes out , much to th e 
constern.1t ion o those on th roLtnd . Th hoync ttip 

Si\W dai ly flying in warm ~n ut h rli . Bi ll Burge s fiew tc> 
16,000fi and his Gold 8Jclge and discovered a saic if 
scary uutl.uHiing tield in ilK• 1-ligh lands. W • Jrc ha ing 

the c lub\ Ci rru; ,1t ll ishfor th for tlw win ter lor mor hi ll 

,1nd " """' ' .tclvc;nlure>. The annu.ll dinner .1nd rbnce 
incJ uded ou r prize •tving. The CFI ·hi t' ld Jnd Ladder 
Shic.ld w ' nt tn tnP iur pPr i>tent ly ilying crCJ»-C!Juntry 
0 ,200km w ithout mish;IJl); M~rk l~ u shden got the 

Ladrlcr Cup"~ run n<•r-up: Kt'n Well s earned th<' Rigging 
l'in fur ,rttl'ntjlting to l;lL!nch the winch: L.1ura Lindell 
took the r lying LtrJ (roil /-\ward for her 1 'i'f'l Jllu 

gi ving ,J blow-by-blow a ·count on our web iorum: 
Oc)m Chishn lm took .1 up, Thi! Lnllg<'>l Pr Silv r Flight 

AwJrd, ;wd Mrchal•l N eal .1gai n took the 13cst in Wood 
1\w~ rd. I think I is~ 'heph rd w,t, prescntt'd wilh an 

oward ag7li n, ftJr kc ping he d ub i in.tnccs .1tloat with 

tlw ki trhe11 proc~e<ls. There rs a drive tn instil " cu lture 
r f early starting ovc·r tlw winwr in prcp~t r<ltion for 
the .,o.trillg I,P7!~on ':!0 th.t t th tea to r~ .Jnd wi nch 
have lwt<n w,1rnwd up n:c ntl y b rorc the coiic<' 
Jnd h.tC!)n huttil's. 
Strzeb 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
f\S the nighL<. h.tVl' dr,rwn in the unperturbed YCC have 

val iantl y iaccd the col d and chased the wave. For the 

bo11 fire w holl' trPe> wl'n ' gl<'cfu ll y pik•d together unci " 
sm.1l l but morry group wJs tre ~ lted to an impr siv · 
d ispl,ty of fircwurb. C<i.tnny Ogg>' punch helped 

krbri ·at<· tlw cnld rl'vt:llt'rs ,md ,1 pumpkin competition 
was w cln by Emily C.rrtt'r. Since then our K-1 J h,J> bet•n 
so ld to Ncedwood Forest as pJrl of our ongoing 

upgr,td~s to the ilcl'l , ,urd WL' wi>h thl'm llldll\' h.1ppy 
flight> In her. W • r<'~·civcd ,, vis it in lkccmbt;r irom 

je.1n \1\!c~ t :-.on • • 1 l.1dy whos-C' fil l her w::1~ .1 ml!mhC'r in 

the I 'UOs, .m cl she returned tlw trophy ht< h.1d won 
70 ycdr~ ago~ 
Al~x May 

February - March 2004 

Obituaries 
Hastings Bryan Middleton - Bicester, 
Oerlinghausen, Scottish, London 
BR\'!\ (1944-200J ), w ho died on Decem her I 0, came 
irom ,, Dorset l.mdowning f.1mil y oi t'>orm,1n origi n. 

Fo llowing lamil)' trodition, h ~ jo int'cl lh t: Arm\', ltwning 
to glide ~ t 0 •rl lnghauscn anti continu ing at Bicestcr. 

Afters rv ice in Borneo, he ld t th e Jrmy, tJking Jn 

i\men c<t n CPL in 1970. He worked" ' r crth insl ru ting 
~ir l ine students (gliding .tl Portmodk l, .11 W hite Wd ltham, 
in the Sudan, Vietnam, and in rlorida, where he• was th e 

1.1 rget for~ tl<'W generation of ai r-to-a ir missilt5 - dudging 
th ~>m l ti rev al i laws in tlw S)'s tem. lie then worked ior 
Brymon at London Ci ty, Ma nx dl C,lrdi ll and Scot,tir dl 

Luton. f\11 thi s time h • went gl iding irorn IJunstablc, 

b ing ,\ ta lwart on the Jugs .1nd alwctys rc,1dy tO gn on 
d road retri ve. f le hud shMPS in an i\SVV 20 and ,, Sky, 

" ertie," (whose 50th birthday he cdcbratecl wi th a 
form idable home-brew- "O ld Gen ie" ) and ownl'd a 
Lak 12 ou tri gh , lie a cumulated rnore than 18,000 

fl y tng hours, mostl y on tu rboprops. A prom inent 
mPml r the Vint,tge GC, h was a iam il i,lr figuiP dt 
intQfllationil l r.:t lli es. Brydn m,mierl a glid r p ilot, Li,m a, 

in 1980, who intends to join the club in orciN to keep 
Gcrtie ilying. llryan wa <; o ne• nf the old <chool, brave, 

loy.tl , dnd prizing loy.1 lty, gt'nerous to d i.ru lt, intoler,mt of 
duplic ity, ,md a stalwJ rt friend. He wi ll be much missed. 
Richard Cooper 

Brian Edwards - Booker, South Wales 
BR if\N ).tml'S EdwJrds (I ;! 7-20031 di"d ' udd nly in 
the ,JU tunll1 imd with hi, pa $ing th club hos lo>l yet 

.1 nothcr or its ch<:lr .. lctcrs Jnd an ever-present inslructor. 

1 le hod c locked up murt· th.m (,,ooo fl ighb Jnd 

1 ,500hrs in over 0 yea( ' •l id ing. lie"'" - born in 
Bi rmin 'ham in 1 '1.J 7 r1nd was l'ducatt~d ;'!I Nlosek~)' 
Gra mmM S hool and BirminghJm U nivef' ity. llrb n w.rh 
, FelloiV of th l' Institute oi Chemi ~ I Engineer> ,J nd .111 

AMI Mcch .1nd spent a lot oi his l ihl , when not at 

An >kPr, lr;okin g aiter anything mechani dl, rJnging irom 
a TR2 tO a Banana yellow \Ill !.(over (w hidl he ow ned 

ror oiJUut JO y•arsl tu hb i troen. Hb most recent gli uer 
was J DG-303 ;\ cro, hi s fi rst Jn IS-29, wh ich he owtlPcl 

Jl U>k, wh •re he >l.lrtcd hi ~ gl iding Corccr in I 'J7 1, ,tft"r 

a strong dcs i r~ to l eo:~ rn to fly yCilrs t!L! rl ler a.s J t ~en01ger. 

Shnrt ly Jfter moving to W ales .ts J 8•" .rpprl'nt ice he 
il .cptcd ;'I job ill Mons,1nto ;ts a Chcmtca l Engineer, 

moving to London l<lllll Book cri .tftc r .lDC!Ltt I 5 years 
a1 d ~ t aying with the compJ ny unt il th e. eil rl y I ~SJOs, 

whC11 he l>ecarnt' d cnnsu ltM'lt .md i1 !l ,1lrnnst perm anent 
it•J ture at llook<'r. Appa rent ly as J lcenagc•r he built h is 
own moton~yrt<'. \\.'J.S clll El v i ~ ic lll .md d lc-!ddy hoy, 

al though we kn ew him as L' quiel, kind and private man 
w ith a w icked ~ense. of hun1nur and comrnentJ ry nn the 
curr n ~ Govcrnmt'nt. \Nt• ;tll mi ss hi m gre.at ly and <)UI' 

thnughiS are wi th his twc.t daughters, Michelle and 
Janine, and the gmndchildfl'n . 

Roger Neal 

Bruce Owen - Booker 
IT IS wi th great ,Jdnes; that Wt' report th<! d~ th of 
Brucc Owen. lie came to Hooker iollowin<> a successful 

career in sail ing. lie had in bet been World six-m<'lr<: 
champ inn, a i~a t th.ll h • lat >r r ·p~at"cl. I met Brucc 

w hen I was .tskccl by 13rian Sprcck lcy !then cri/Manager 
.tt Bookerllo introduce him to glidi ng aitl'r llrian had 
met him at ~t mdrina. Brucc immcdiat •ly 5,1w thf' 

ha llengc thdt glidi ng ofiercd .tnd, like everyth ing he 
did in liic, noth in • wou ld 5tup him. 11 \\dS only a iew 

short w ks litt<' r, by now flying ,olo, that h hnught his 
first glider, a Centra ir Pegase, w hich he had tn ished in 

his own bespoke tri m and colour ,;cheme. \'Vl' w ere 
beginning to rcali ' that Oruce W .Js somewhat specia l; 

howt>ver, then ·t thing he did was quite .tSI!llmdmg. 
HeMing th.11 th recent lv int roduced ASH 1 S wa~ 

argu,1bly the be;t avd ildb lc- gl ider in the world, dnd had 
the advJnt.1gc oi two sea ts, he c.1llcd Schleichcr Jnd 

ordcr1:d onl' ior th<' <'<1rlic>t poss ib le delivery - .tnrl 
should they have .1 c.lnccll,llion he could take delivery 

w it hin ,1 wet'k. r\ month 1.-:lt<:'r 13ruco as lhc owner of 

162. the lllt" l be<JUtiful glider I hod ever seen. Bru .e 
W1l " J 111 0 11 whu seemed to h.tvc' the ,JIJil1 tv to Z~c hieve 
.1lmos1 any-thing ht; wan ted, yet to s.1y he wa. hig-hc.c1rted 

t~ n d gcnenJU:' is zn1 understatement. i\'\.Jny peopl t:.' hod 
th opport unity to fly in his wo ncleriu l gli clt• r end Bookt•r 
nevf' r hilu , bt: IIPr irit•nrl . Tu be taken from his iri 'nd' 

anrl iamil y at th e IM too ea rly oge of 57 is o tragedy, 
Brucc wcts one oi d kind .:'1110 we wil! miss him . 
Martin Breen 

Jimmy Robson -Yorkshire, NE 31 GS 
JJ M,\<1Y i"Rohb ic") Rohsun (1'liJ-2003). will.! has just 

d ied in Sundcrl .1nd aged CJO, was one oi the rl irninishing 
b,md oi jlrc>-vVW2 t lub glicler p il ot> who helpecll .1 the 
founda.tinn5 oi our mov(~ment. A school eachcr b)f 
profession. he learned tu glide ;rl Sullon H,1nk in the l;tte 

19 ' Os .lnd b camf' an niflc; · r in the Sund<>r l ~ nd ir 

Defen .e C tdet Corps t\ I 11 quad run. H ere, h is giits 
of I adership and instru tional a Jility, as well as his 

skill s dS a cr~flsman , helped insp ire m. ll\' uf tlw cadets 
in thei r cho i e of a rurure In , vi<Hi n .md the RAF. An 

EFTS instru tor a t 15 RFS in th iirsl pa ri of th war 
(du ring w hich l ime two or three of us Q uets hcnefl tccl 

irom .ome high ly unoii iri, I dua l on Tiger Moth ), l>y 
mid-1944 Robbic wJs ra nging widely over Europe in 
i>hntn-recon nai-;s~nct' Spitfi rp XIs, do(lging 1"1e 2()2~ 
Jnd 16J ~1s neccss~uy t\lte r the wa r he bcc.:oml' a ve ry 
ciie tivc C oi 'E J I G lid ing Sclwol at Rf\F sworth 
until it moved .:twll}' in th I 1)=i0~. Rohb iP was J m~n f 
many pa rb; a na tural pilot, d ded it died school IIO!dch 

an outstanding flying sea l ·modeller, an Mtist, and J 
sometime cl ·igner of covNs fu r Tll c.• oilpl.tne and 
Glider (1.-. t ·r Sailplanr .~ Gliding! l ie l ikc;<d to s.1)' th,1t 
h ts log books twice shDwed an D l' i~go tt , i nllt<t ll y as 
<m Rf\F pupi l pi lot and lat 'r as a post-w.u RAI- glider 

instructor "t r.tpper" olll(l on t\TC c~dl'l, JD Spott i W O cl , 
later 1\ ir Vice Marshal and hairmon o the IJGi\. 

Peter Hearne 

Joe Taggart- Ulster 
JOF T<tgg<Hl ( I 3D-20(J'l) 
wa s one of the fi rst 
mcmbe~s ut the U lster 

(iounded 1 'l:l !J ) wlwn il 
was revived in th e ear l}' 

1960s and l t rl'ma ii1Cd his 

main ~ purli n g interest 

throughou his li ic. 11" 
was a tremendous ilsset to 
th ' club and ..r typi c,rl 

mul tr-ski ll ed gli d r pi lot. 
As wc•ll a !w ing .111 

instnJctor and lug pilo t he was cap;tb lc of fixing aircr,rft , 

repa iring eng1n~. dnvmg trddors:, I<JW ,Jr~ ~111el wi11 Ches 
and s killed ~~ building ;'lnd cMpPntry. Thi s"'~' nn l1' to 
IJp ~:xpettt•cl , ,, ]o • h;,d his own hui lding C(llll j)•l>lY, 

which onstruct d the ra dio mast network ior the 
N orthern lrd ancl fir ,md Am iJul.tllC<· Servicl!S, When 

we moved o l:lel l.1r na, our prcs nt it , )oe took " 
break from gltding due to fJmil y and busu1 s commrt­

ment• but retunwd ,, )pin w ith gr<'Jt en thusiasm in th<' 
P.trly 1lJlJOs. 1-1<' joined d glider ;ynd iwt • and had much 

enjoyable sua rinA before buying a Vcntus Turbo three 
yt·a rs Jgo. which he fl ew unti l hi> r Pill i lln ~;>ss . lo wa 

a v 'ry iorthrigh person . He could explain ' 'ery uc inctly 
to n erring lub member the d ift'crcn c between a 
spade ,ln(l a shovel! llut he was also a tn ost g nc>rou 

p rson, pMticularl y to the cl ub. O n had on ly 1 rn •n­
tion that a bit oi equirment w<lS rcqUt red - a box ior 

lOltl>, " Lomprcsse>r or " mdio - .tncl >horil y they would 
appeclr. li t' was always cheeriul Jnd at we kends would 
oilen st71y at BPII ,lrcna in his C"tl rflv..-m, \·vherc there 
would be J few drams with fri<'ncl> afler fly ing. Joe' as 
one oi those uniorgett.tble ci1Jractcrs w ho brighten 
everyone's li(f'. w thoughts .1r • wi th his w tit-, Gay, and 

his iilmily. 

j eremy Bryson 
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GLIDER 
INSTRUMENTS 

(M. G. Hutchinson) 

PZl, Winter and Smiths Instruments 
repaired and overhauled. 

Contact us with your requirements. 

Write or phone: 

'Tanfield' 
Shobdon 

Nr. Leominster 
Herefordshire HR6 9LX 

Tel : 01568 708 368 

Shenington Gliding Club offers Individual Tuition 
vvi th Bruno Brown. Specialising in: 

CONFIDENCE BUILDING COURSES 
INSTRUCTOR WORK UP TRAINING 

GROUND STUDIES IN ALL GLIDING ASPECTS 

All courses w ill be tailored t o your own requirements 
but wi ll include: 

.I STALL APPRECIATION AND SPIN AWARENESS 

.I LAUNCH FAILURE RECOVERY TRAINING 

.I UNDERSTANDING THE DANGERS OF LOW FlYING 

"SAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE" IS GOOD 

SAFETY THROUGH 
UNDERSTANDING IS BETTER 

Talk to Bruno on 

01295 258700 
www.glidetrain.com 

e-mail: brunobrown@tesco.net 

Probably the best Task 
Planning and Analysis 

software yet 
Latest version 2.51 on CD. 

Evaluate it for 14 days FREE 

Activation Fee £88 

Barograph and 
IGC Logger 

BGA Approved Calibration 

All Types - £15 + £6 Return Carriage 
New Nicads for ICOM A2, A20, A3E & A22E £54.00 
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Dickie Feakes 
Bicester Aviation Services 
01869 245948 or 07710 221131 

dickie@fsd. uk.net 

BGA Badges 
No Pilot Club (place of flight) Dale 

BGA 750KM DIPLOMA 
42 Craig Lowrie 

DIAMOND BADGE 
655 

656 

657 

658 

659 

lan Molesworth 

Alan Broadridge 

Dave Smith 

Max Dowding 

Geollrey Lyons 

Scuthdown - 759.6km 15/8/03 

Southdown 

Bidlord 

Bie<lster (Aboyne) 

La sham 

Backer (Abyone) 

1518/03 

30/8/03 

24/9103 

1518/03 

3/10103 

660 fan Craigie Four Counties (Hus Bos) 1117/03 

661 Mervyn Saunders Lasham 15/8/03 

Diamond Distance 
1-960 

1-961 

1-962 

1-963 

fan Molesworth Southdown 1518103 

3018103 

15/8/03 

14/8/03 

Alan Broadridge Bidford 

Max Dowding Lasham 

Mark Holden Ports. Naval (Bicester) 

1-964 Paul Foreman Backer (Tocumwal) 27/ 12/02 

1-965 fan Cra1g1e Four Counl ies (Hus Bos) 11!7/03 

1-966 Mervyn Saunders Lasham 1518/03 

Diamond Goal 
2-2978 

2-2979 

2-2980 

2-2981 

2-2982 

2-2983 

2-2984 

2-2985 

2-2986 

2-2987 

2-2988 

2-2989 

2-2990 

fan Plant 

Robert Gooden 

Peler O'Connell 

Nicholas Swales 

Mark Brown 

Philip Punt 

Mark Rushlon 

Michael Leach 

Colin Sultan 

Mark Holden 

Pa_ul Foreman 

Peter Nash 

Nick Parkin 

2-2991 Tom Newham 

2-2992 Stephen Baker 

2-2993 Gavin Deane 

Northumbria (Nympslield)3018/03 

Essex & Suffolk 14/8/03 

Lasham 

Midland 

Fulmar (Nympslield ) 

1518/03 

15/8/03 

30/8/03 

Bowland For. (Hus Bos) 1518/03 

Welland (Hus Bos) 14/8103 

Vale ol While Horse 

Buckminster 

Ports. Naval (Bicester) 

Backer (Tocumwal) 

P&S (Dunstable) 

Cotswold 

Four Counties 

Lash am 

Cambridge 

30/8103 

30/8103 

14/8/03 

2-2994 Derrick Sandlord Shenington 

27/12/02 

16/8103 

1515103 

1418103 

3018103 

1618103 

15/8/03 

20/8/03 2-2995 George Green Essex & Suffnlk 

Diamond Height 
3-16 13 Dave Smith 

3-1614 Andrew Mason 

3-16 15 James Tall 

3-161 6 

3-1617 

3-1618 

3-1619 

Philip Evans 

Geoffrey Lyons 

Emily Bryce 

Tom Holloway 

3-1620 Rodney Murtitl 

3-1621 James Ewence 

GOLD BADGE 
2302 tan Plant 

2303 Christopher Gill 

2304 Philip Punt 

2305 Alan Boyle 

2306 Graham French 

2307 Dave Crowhurst 

2308 Mike Knell 

2309 Hannah Hay 

231 0 Michael Mann 

2311 Roberl Theil 

2312 Tom Newham 

2313 Ernes! Burgess 

2314 Aoy Mitchison 

2315 fan Young 

Gold Distance 

Bicester (Aboyne) 24/9/03 

Four Counties (Aboyne) 1719/03 

Highland 

Booker (Abyone) 

Beaker (Abyone) 

Bicester (Aboyne) 

Deeside 

Lakes (Pottmoak) 

Yorkshire (Aboyne) 

13/9/03 

6110/03 

3/10103 

24/9/03 

13/9/03 

7/10/03 

9/10/03 

Northumbria (Nympsfield)30/8/03 

Fulmar 1917/03 

Bowland For. (Hus 9os) 1518/03 

ScoUish (Gransden) 

Fenland (Portmoak) 

P&S (Aboyne) 

Bannerdown (Aboyne) 

Booker (Abyone) 

S&H (Aboyne) 

P&S (Aboyne) 

3018/03 

3/10/03 

14/1 0/03 

7/10103 

7110/03 

14/10103 

14/ 10103 

Four Counties (Aboyne) 15/9/03 

Welland (Aboyne) 13110/03 

Northumbria 

Oxford (Bicester) 

2419/03 

15/8103 

I an Plant Northumbria (Nympsfield) 3018/03 

14/8/03 Roberl Gooden 

Peter O'Connell 

Nicholas Swales 

Philip Punt 

Phll1p Jones 

Essex & Sullolk 

Lasham 15/8/03 

Midland 15/8/03 

Bowland For. (Hus Bos) 15/8103 

London 30/8103 

No Pilot 

Kenneth Tu!!hill 

Mark Aushton 

Michael Leach 

Steven Martin 

Alan Boyle 

Colin Suffon 

Thomas Beckwith 

Mark Holden 

Michael King 

Paul Foreman 

Peter Nash 

Nick Parkin 

Tom Newham 

George Green 

S lephen Baker 

Gavin Deane 

Derrick Sandford 

fan Young 

Gold Height 
Chrislopher Gill 

Gtaham French 

Mark Szymkowicz 

Errol Reilly 

Peter Berridge 

Dave Crowhurst 

Emily Bryce 

Gall Slevens 

Club (place of flight) Date 

Bowland For. (Hus Bos) 15/8/03 

Welland (Hus Bos) 14/8103 

Vale of White Horse 3018/03 

Burn (Gransden) 

Scoffish (Gransden) 

Buckminster 

London 

Ports. Naval (Bicester) 

Cambridge 

Backer (Tocumwal) 

P&S (Dunstable) 

Cotswold 

Four Counties 

Essex & Suffolk 

Lasham 

Cambridge 

Shenington 

Oxlord (Bicester) 

Fulrnar 

Fenland (Portmoak) 

Bicester (Aboyne) 

Beaker (Aboyne) 

Essex (Aboyne) 

P&S (Aboyne) 

Bicester (Aboyne) 

Bicester (Aboyne) 

30/8/03 

3018/03 

30/8/03 

1618103 

1418103 

1518/03 

27/ 12/02 

16/8/03 

15/5/03 

1418/03 

20(8/03 

30/8103 

16/8103 

15/8/03 

1518/03 

19/7103 

3/10103 

1819103 

3/10103 

9110/03 

14/10/03 

Mike KneiiBannerdown (Aboyne) 

24/9/03 

24/9/03 

7/10/03 

Tom Holloway 

Alistair Cook 

Mlchael Smith 

Hannah Hay 

Charlo!!e Hocking 

Paul Barnell 

Robert Theil 

Martin Ev.mr 

Hendrik Stheeman 

Alan Simmonds 

Tom Newham 

Sheena Feer 

Ernes! Burgess 

Roy Milchison 

Amanda Millar 

Rachel Hine 

Deeside 13/9/03 

Shenington (Sullen Bank)911 0103 

Bannerdown (Aboyne) 8/10/03 

Backer (Abyone) 7110/03 

Bannerdown (Aboyne) 7/10/03 

Lasham (Aboyne) 14/ 10/03 

P&S (Aboyne) 

P&S (Aboyne) 

Lasham (Aboync) 

Lakes (Aboyne) 

14/ 10/03 

14/ 10/03 

14110103 

7/10103 

Four Counties (Aboyne) 15/9103 

P&S (Aboyne) 14110/03 

Welland (Aboyne) 13/10/03 

Northumbria 24/9/03 

East Sussex (Talgarth) 18/ 10/03 

Four Counties (Aboyne) 18/9/03 

SILVER BADGE 
11 327 

11328 

11329 

11330 

11331 

11332 

11333 

11334 

11 335 

11336 

11337 

11338 

11339 

11340 

11341 

11342 

11 343 

11344 

11345 

11346 

11347 

11348 

11 349 

11 350 

11 35i 

11352 

11353 

11354 

Ben Dorrington Clevelands 

Michael Sandford Kent 

Graeme AlexanderBowland Forest 

Marlin Cropper Seahawk 

Ewan Crosbie Sco!!ish 

David Fear Vectis 

William BoltOn 

Joan Munro 

Simon Berkeljon 

Bryden Mossop 

Andrew Palmer 

Michael Birch 

Vale of White Horse 

Sco!lish 

Lasham 

Welds 

Lasham 

La sham 

Frederick Ballard Bristol & Glos 

Andrew Durston Portsmouth Naval 

Eugene Lambert Cotswold 

Michael Wi!!on 

Paul Foreman 

Keith Arkley 

Midland 

Backer 

Borders 

Jean Wrlghtson Cambridge 

Nouri Samsa!li Imperial College 

Tarrant Hocking Bannerdowri 

Tom Smith Nortolk 

Peter Ballard Shalbourne 

Stephen Skinner South London 

Steven Myall Nene Valley 

Jack Stockford 

Roger Barber 

Roy Garden 

Kent 

Lasham 

DeesitJe 

31/8103 

3118/03 

16/8/03 

9/9/03 

1219/03 

2.0/8/03 

30/8103 

12/9103 

3118103 

2/8/03 

20/8103 

30/8/03 

4/ 10/03 

9/9/03 

1/9103 

2018/03 

27112102 

3018103 

5/9103 

19l7/03 

28/9/03 

16/8/03 

28/6103 

23/8/03 

2116103 

15(8/03 

25/8103 

16/ 10/03 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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No Pilot Club {place of flight) Dale 

11355 Siephen Baker Lasham 30/8103 

11356 Michael Taylor Welland 4/8/03 

11357 Jamie Oenton La sham 3018103 

BGA 100KM DIPLOMA 
Ptl Roger Barber Lash am 26/8/03 

PIS 1&2 Robert Gooden Essex & Sulfolk 15/8/03 

Pt l Barry Woodman Aquila 31/8103 

Pts 1&2 Alisdair Steart Scottish 2018/03 

Pt1 Bryden Mossop Wolds 2/8103 

Pts 1&2 Paul Haliday Lasham 218103 

Pts 1&2 Chri Redrup La sham 30/8/03 

Pts 1&2 Robert Richards Four Counties 30/8/03 

AEROBATIC BADGES 
JB Maddison Standard Known 3/8/03 

Brian Griffin Standard Known 25/10/03 

CAN YOU HELP? 
I AM trying to locale the following issues of The Sailplane and 

Glider, S&G's predecessor. to complete the editorial archive 

and my own personal set of the magazine. 11 you are able to 

help us f1nd any of them (for donation or sale) please contact 

edifor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk or call me on 01453 889580. 

Volume 1 (1930-31): issues 1. 2. 3. 4, 5. 6. 8. 9. 10, 16. 17. 

18 . 20. 22. 23, 26. 27. 29. 30. 3 1. 32. 33. 34, 35, 36. 37. 38, 

39, 40, 4 t. 42. 

Vofume2(1931): issues 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 , 12. 

Volume 3 (1932): issues 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 7, 8. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. 

14, 15. 16. 

Volume 4 ( 1933): issue 18. 

Volume 5 (1934): Issues 2 (Feb): 3 (Mar); 4 (Apr); 7(Jul); 9 

(Sept); 10 (Oct). 

Volume 12 (1944): issues 1 (Feb); 7 (Aug): 11 (Dec). 

Many thanks to all who have already helped. Helen Evans 

F-ebruary - March 2004 

Accident/incident summaries by oavewright 
PILOT(S) AIRCRAFT 

Ref Type BGA No Damage 
DATE 
Time Place Age Injury P1 Hours 

11 0 Astir CS 4471 Substantial 25-Aug-03 Bicester 25 None 12 
1550 

The early solo p1lot had llown a check llight prior to conversion on to a new type. Alter a short soaring flight he set up the same 
circuit as he had flown earlier and failed to notice a slightly stronger wind and the undershoot that developed. The glider hit the 
boundary hedge. which swung it sideways into the ground, causing substantial damage. 

111 Astir CS 2985 Minor 27-Aug-03 
1545 

Crowland 38 None 

The pilot returned to the air1ield af1er a short soaring lhghl and checked that the undercarriage was down and locked before 
joining the circuit. Alter a normal landing lhe undercarriage collapsed despite the lever being in the down and locked position. 
The front and rear undercarriage swing arms had broken. 

112 Discus 4360 Minor 25-Jun-03 
1651 

Pocklington 29 None 

21 

21 

This pilot was fairly new to the type. his first high -per1ormance single-seater. While his previous flights had been without problem. 
on this occasion he appears to have over-controlled the roundout. hitting the tailwheel on the ground. He closed the brakes and 
lowered the nose. resulting in a heavy landing. wh1ch damaged the ulc supports. 

11 3 SZD Puchacz2520 Minor 21-Aug-03 Hus Bos 47 None 231 
1945 None 0 

The pre-solo student had made several satisfactory landings prior to this flight and carried out the launch and circuit with verbal 
assistance from PI . At about the correct height he started to flare but did not round out sulliciently. PI tailed to take control in 
time to prevent a heavy landing on the front wheel. which burst the lyre. 

114 SZD Junior 41 44 Write off 01-Aug-03 
1456 

Pocklington 75 Serious 

The glider was seen to be low and flying erratically as it returned to the air1ield from local 50aring. Rather than turn towards the 
airfield to land the pilot turned away and appears to have entered a spin from which he did not recover. He was very seriously 
injured and the glider wrilten-off. 

115 ASW 20 Minor 30-Jul-03 Aston Down 66 None 3700 
After a short flight the experienced pilot returned lo land and llew a normal mcuil until the glider was seen not to descend on the 
approach. 1t appears he forgot to extend the undercarriage then used the u/c lever in error for the airbrakes. The ghder landed 
long then ran into long grass before swinging sideways into a hedge. 

11 6 ASW 27 4817 Substantial 25-Aug-03 
1700 

Booker 45 Minor 1800 

During a marginal final glide in a competition the pilot, relying on his glide computer, encoumered sinking air and mistakenly 
thought he could clear the boundary hedge. Rather than land in a small undershoot field he pressed on and crashed. probably 
after stalling, as he tried to clear the hedge. The glider rolled and finally slopped inverted. 

117 Puchacz None Aug-03 Incident Apt 26 None 106 
None 0 

AI about 1.800ft on the aerotow the tug end ol the rope detached. Aher making sure that they were over open countryside, the 
glider pilot released the rope and llew back lo the site. When the lug returned the p11o1 was unaware that the rope had been lost. 
Checks of the release mechanism found no fault and 1t later functioned normally. 

118 Janus B 2359 Write off 17-Aug-03 Near Sultan 36 Serious 548 
Bank 44 Serious 24 

During a competlt ion flight the pilots found themselves low \~Jhile ridge soaring near the airfield and had to make a hurried 
dec1sion to land in a field. The glider stalled and dived into the ground seriously injuring both pilots. The reason for th1s is 
uncertain but may involve llying too slow downwind near the ground and use of airbrakes. 

119 ASW 27 4338 Write off x 2 04-Sep-03 Near 57 None 491 
& Discus 1 500 Lasham None 2996 

The two gliders were on a cross-country task from the same club when the leading glider turned to join a circling gaggle of other 
gliders. The second pilot, flying close behind, turned inside the first and lost sight ol the other glider. In the resulting collision both 
gliders were substantially damaged and both pilots had to parachute to safel y. 

120 DG-200 3794 Minor 05-Sep-03 
1430 

A boy ne 49 None 

Alter returning lo the air1ield alter a cross-country wave soaring llight t11e pilot Jailed to complete his pre-landing checks. As a 
result the glider was landed with the wheel up on the 1armac runway. caus1ng minor damage. 
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121 K-6CR None Sep-03 Incident Apt - None 130 
After rigging, the controls were carefully checked - including 'positives'. Despite this. a1 50011 in lhe circuit the pilot lost aileron 
control. He was able to make a safe landing on the nearest runway by using rudder to turn. Inspection showed that a safety pin 
had contacted a bulkhead, forcing 11 out and allowing the connection to work loose. 

122 LS6 Write off 11-Jun-03 St Auban 52 Minor 2400 
& Venlus 1545 France None 

This mid-air collision occurred to a UK pilot flying a foreign-registered glider in France. Alter running along a ridge with another. 
slower glider. the pilot flew ahead then entered a thermal. Alter becoming established there was a collision as the other glider 
joined. The UK pilot sucx:essfully baled out and the other pilot landed safely. 

123 Bergfalke 4 3551 Substantial 30-Aug-03 Llandegla 69 None 2000 
1352 None 0 

Alter a normal launch P1 turned right then allowed his pupil to lly the downwind leg. lt soon became apparent that the glider 
was passing through very heavy sink so he look control. He had no choice but lo make a very hurried landing in a small field 
containing cattle. Unable to manoeuvre, he hit two of them breaking one wing and the tailplane. 

124 K-18 2150 Minor 08-Sep-03 
1820 

Book er 67 None 

Alter a normal touchdown there was a bang as if the glider had hit something. Retracing the wheel tracks back, the pilot found 
a deep hole and 1t was this that had damaged the glider. The poor area was later marked out prior to repair. 

125 K-13 2944 Minor 06-Sep-03 Haddenham 40 None 
1900 None 

At the beginning ollhe launch the winch driver opened the throttle rather sharply, which resulted in the glider's tail striking the 
ground as it accelerated. The impact disconnec1ed the elevator and the pilot quickly landed ahead witt1 no damage or injury. 
Engineering investigation revealed anomalies. which are being investigated further. 
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Classifieds 
Please send the text of your advert, and your pay­
ment, to Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not to the 
editor) . 

Please remember that, if you are emailing text, 
your advert may not appear unless we have 
received payment by the deadline 

The deadline for classifieds to be included 
in the Aprii -May issue of S&G is March 5 after 
which any adverts received will be published in the 
following issue. 

Text : SOp/word, minimum twenty words (£16). 
Black and white photographs: £6 extra 
Box number: £3 extra. All prices include VAT. 

FOR SALE 

ASW-17 48:1 glide. Resprayed November 03. ColA Nov 
2004. Very good condition. LNav+vario, Winter mecham­
cal varlo, Horizon, T&S. Microair 760VHF. Garmin Pilot Ill 
GPS, EWLogger, Parachute, Trailer. Full Jaxida covers. 
£15 000 drcjcurtis@aol.com or 01832 280470 

KA6E. Aluminium trailer, new panel, XK10Vario/Averager. 
Refurbished fuselage and cockpit. Belly Dolly, Solo tow out 
gear. ColA. Tel : 020 85606177 

MINI NIMBUS. Superb condition , just re-gelled. Lift top 
trailer, tow out gear. Borgelt B50, NH, Becker 3201 . Alan 
01264 781267 alan.sparrow@roke.co.uk £15 000 

DIMONA MK2 Motor Glider. ColA to June 2006. Excellent 
condition. Always hangared. AIF TIT 1600 hours Limbach 
TIT 1100 hours. Overhaul to zero hours 250 hours ago. 
Rebuilt 3 position Prop to zero hours. £28 000. Tel : Ray at 
0115 9301531 

NIMBUS 2CS. Numbus 3 pertormance with 2C handling 
and brakes. Outstanding condition, totally refinished. 
Further into at 
www.rren1 .freeserve .co.uk/DarrensPage.html or call 
01772 697599 

ASW19B Excellent condition . Aluminium trailer. Flight 
Director, Electric vario. Radio, Winter Barograph, 
Parachute, T/0 Gear. £13 500 Based Kent. Tel: 
01892722460 (Mike) 

15M TRAILER, Fitted for ASW 20L, Aluminium. Good 
condition, All Dollies, One Man Tow-out. £2000. 
Parachute, Airpol 5K94, New 1994 - £400. Tel: Hugh 
01479 831695 

For Sale Cambridge L Nav, final glide, speed to fly, wind 
etc. Also EW logger. Tel : 01494 881050 

www.market.aero 
Buy and sell 

your sailplane online 

British Gliding Association 

For Sale - As New (mint condition) Jaxida Outdoor 
Covers for LS6C 18/LS8 18. Excellent one man rigging 
aid. V.Stable and completely dismantles for easy storage. 
Wing Dolly, Tail Dolly and Tow Bar for LS6 15/18 LS8 15/18. 
Contact John Marshall 0208 4582155 

GROB 109 Motorglider, based Midlands, good condition, 
less than 380 hours in engine. Sold with covers and new 3 
year ColA from Jan 04. £20 000 ono. Tel : tan Taylor 0121 
3086745 (M) 0780 8227594 or lan Robson 01283 701155 
(M) 07730 425815 

PIK 20b 15M flapped glider 42:1 at 63kt. 12 months 
ColA. Tinted canopy. Normal mechanical instruments 
plus Tasman Electric Vario/Averager. Airpol Parachute 
dam 1999. Factory built Fibreglass Trailer, 3 new lyres 
June 2003. Currently based Talgarth - could be demo 
elsewhere if you are really interested. OHers around 
£8000 Tel: 0117 9109111 (day) 01934 838096 (H) 07774 
628110 (M) Email : gordon.dennis @koalapub.co.uk 

OPEN CIRRUS 18.8M. Very good condition, oxygen, para­
chute, GPS and logger. Full rigging aids and good trailer. 
£8500 Contact Marlin McCurdle office @ longmynd.com 
078660 25252 (M) 01694 722420 (eves) 

ASW20, ColA, Metal trai ler, Parachute. Borgelt Vario, PZL, 
T/S, 720, Smart looking aircraft. Stratford on Avon. £12 
500. Tel: Chris 0121 6862548 (eves) Email : 
c. roberts4@blueyonder.co.uk 

ASW28 -18E 1/2 share available in new glider with expect­
ed delivery of Augl Sep 2004. Weekend flyer preferable. 
Lasham based. Option for •:<hole glider also available. 
01730 268028 or mike @suesplace.freeserve.co.uk mail­
to:mike@suesplace.freeserve.co.uk 

THE 1000 CLUB MONTHLY LOTTERY 
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A great chance to win substantial cash prizes and at the same time enable the Philip 
Wills Memorial Fund to make loans to clubs for site purchase and development. 

This monthly lottery started in July 1992 and has room for many more partici­
pants. Starting in February 2003 the first prize winner drawn will take half the prize 
money each month and the next two drawn will take a quarter each . 

HALF of the proceeds go to the Philip Wills Memorial Fund to help with its work 
in developing BGA clubs and the other HALF is distributed each month in the form 
of 3 CASH PRIZES. The more participants we have, the greater the prize money 
pool. 

1st PRIZE - 50% of the prize money pool. 

2 Runner Up Prizes of 25% each of the prize money pool. 

Chances/numbers can oniy be bought from the BGA at £1.00 each . Those 
whose money has been received at the BGA by the end of each month will then 
participate in the draw on the first Wednesday of each following month . Tickets will 
not be issued in order to keep the administrative costs low but each member will 
purchase a "number" which will go into the draw. ft is hoped that members will pur­
chase 12 months' worth of tickets at a time. Winners will receive their prizes direct 
from the BGA and a list of their names will be published in S&G. 

2004 SEAS N B GINS I 
For details of ow you can enjoy 

Please complete the form below and return il to the BGA with your payment . 
Please note that only BGA members and their families may participate and that lhe 
BGA is registered under the Lotteries And Amusements Act 1976 with Leicester 
City Council. 
Barry Rolfe, Promoter 

r----------------------------------------------------
To: Barry Rolfe . British Gliding Association , Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, 

Leicester LEt 4SE 

Please include me in the "1000 club" and I enclose £12.00 (payable to BGA) for 
twelve months of entries, or multiples thereof. 

Name ... Signed 

Address 

MARCH 

t h w nderful experience of Southern Spain, go to 

JCross Coun ry Coul'$es 
Large Oub Fleet 

J On-site Chalets 

::>Group Membership Rates 

Only 1 OOkm from Alicante 
www.soaringclub.com 
or telephone +34 667 554 102 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Gliding Magazine 
For the latest news, articles by 

leading writers, reviews and photos 
see <www.glidingmagazine.com> 

Skyvvings 
is the official monthly magazine of the 

British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association. 
£27 per annum subscriptions from 

BHPA. The Old Schoolroorn. Loughborough Road. 
Leicester. England LE4 5PJ. Tel: 0116 2611322 

http ://lest. ebrd. cornlsk ywings!home. hi ml 

.... --·-- ·--TOWBARS TO TRUST 
e EC Type Approved bars u~e all cor rnonufac!urcrs fitting points 
e FiHing does no! offec.t the vehicle warranty 
e Ufotime guaronlt:c under the Wiffer Shield of Safety 

See Yetlow Pog!:!$ for your neor(::tl srx:ciolist fitter or stockist. 

WlnER TOWBARS, CHESTER CHS lNY 
Tcl 01244 284500 • Web: www.witrCf-lowbors.co.uk 

Lake Keepit Soaring Club 
Our friendly club atmosphere and all year round good 
gliding conditions, in Australia, will ensure memorable 

flying, whether first solo or cross country. 
Contact Jim Stanley Phone +61 26769'7514 Fax +61 267697640 

E-rnail ~"-OJ!]WW]og<!lbi~_gnd "--lm 
Web into: www.users.b_i_gP.ond.com/keepitsoaring 

Contact 
Steve Naylo 

~~~..ol!"""!'!"'!' ___ ..,.~ 01405 860114 
Near invisible 07801 011094 

Canopy Repair Service 
SAVE on Excess SAVE our No Claims 

DISCUS 2a. As new. Cambridge LNav and GPS. Sage. 
Becker. horizon. etc. Cobra trailer and tow out gear. For 
sale at £45k complete outfit. Would consrder syndrcation 
at Dunstable. Lasham, Booker or Husboz. peters­
heard@aol.com or 01525 222 887. 

LS4A just finished in Acrylic. Basic panel. £22 500. 
Contact Simon Adlard 01694 724382 

VEGA 15/17 1 Owner from new.765 hours.Basic 
instruments Garmin1 00, Parachute. Tow-out gear. Metal 
trailer with new chassis. C of A to September 2004. 
BARGAIN at 9250 ono. Tel 0770658438 E-Mail 
mike.pope46@virgin.net 

WANTED 

WANTED: ASW-198 FUSELAGE (OR WINGS FOR 
SALE). Luxembourg Gliding Club email: inlo@llying.lu or 
john _roedselh@goodyear.com Tel: 00352 8199 3435 
(office) or 00352 091 375591 (mobile) 

ROLEX WESTERN REGIONALS 
Nympsfield- 7-15 Aug 2004 

Excellent prizes from our generous sponsors 
Holcx I lkacon & Son. Hedured entn· fee i(H· juniors. 

Please apply for en m• forms to Tile Club 
Tel 01453 860342 E Mail offlce@bggc.co.llk 

Servicing, maintenance, C's of A, repairs 
and rebuilds on composites, wood & metal, 

ernall- mike@sky4av ration.co.uk 
Webslte: www.sky4aviation.co.uk 

Tel: 01297 680360 
Mobile: 07810 517916 

Branscombe Airfield. Bransccmbe, Devon EX12 3BL 

ASW 20L (JAG) 
Immaculate condit ion very low launches/hours. 
ColA till July 04, Komet lift top trailer, well equipped 
panel, parachute. Based Sutton Bank_ £17,500 ono. 
For full details of this superb outfit contact Alan on 
07769 543504 or E-mail JAG@aacraw.fsnet.co.uk 
<mailto: JAG@aacraw.fsnet.co .uk> anytime. 

COVERS FOR SAILPLANES 
Why be afraid of dust, rain, snow or ice? 
Protect your airplane with effective covers 
from Sweden. All covers are made of white 
waterproof web and UV protection. Double 
tread. 5 years guarantee on the materials. 
Easy to wash.l will send product and mate­
rials information if you wish. 

For more information contact 
Lars-Erik Blom 

Fax 46 504 15150 E.mail EMFO@Telia .com 
EMFO AB Sweden 

lnlernet www.EMFO.se 

BGA M3 FACILITY 

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 

PFA RATING 
http://www.cotswoldgllders.co.uk 1 

HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN 
Carbon . kevlar and glassfibre, wood and metal. Alloy airframe repairs a speciality_ 

All types of repair work undertaken, from minor trailer rash to large insurance claim. 
Kestrei/Libelle rudder and aileron drive rebuilds, also NOT testing of rudder drive. 

Engine overhaul. Engine approval. Machining facilities for wing pins, axles, etc. Tig weld ing_ 

If you require any of the above services, please contact us on any of the following 

Tel: Workshop 01993 779380 Fax 01993 779380 
Em ail: office@cotswoldgliders.co.uk 

Mobile No. 07944 885117 

or The Old Dairy, High Cogges Farm, High Cogges, Witney, Oxon. OX29 6UN 

February - March 2004 

.. 
LARGE 
RANGE 

OF SHAPES 
AND SIZES 
AVAILABLE .. 
EX-STOCK .. 
Bob Reece 

REMATIC 
School House 

Norton 
Nr Worcester WRS 2PT 

Tei/Fax Worcester 
(01905) 821334 

Mobile Tel: 
0771 4801196 

PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTOR 
BOOKER GLIDING CLUB 

Require a seasonal instructor holding an 
assistant or full rating, to start 

March 2004. 

Tugging experience, although not essential, 
could be an advantage. 

Write or email M Cook, CFI 
Booker Gliding Club, 

Wycombe Air Park. Marlow, Bucks. SL7 3DP 
or 

of fice@bookergc.nildram.co.uk 
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GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 
INSURANCE? 

Contact: 
Tony Fidler 

Glider pilot for 35+ years 
40+ years insurance 

experience 
Telephone/tax/write to: 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 
Spalding, bincs PE12 908 

Tel : 01406 362462 
Fax: 01406 362124 

Cambridge Gliding Club 

WANTED 

SUMMER 
INSTRUCTOR 

An assistant or full cat 
instructor to assist in providing 
instruction at one of the busiest 

soaring clubs in the country. 

April ~ September 2004 

Apply by sending CV to 
The Chairman 

Cambridge Gl iding Club 
01767 077077 www.glide,co. uk 

LASHAM Gliding Society 
Notice of Share Buy-Back 
In thl" I {)60 's Ltsham Clitling Society r:lis-.:'tl funUs 
th rOugh 1he .sale of 1 :-.hilling .share:-.. Thb l()rm of 
fund raising: is now t:onsidl"r<.:d to he n.:dund:tn l. 

In orll t.T ro :-.in1pl i fy lhc shan.: struct ure or lh(; 

Society tlu: f(JIIowing r(·solution was pa.l\~eu :n thi~ 

yt:af:-.A< tM: 

~)' a reso lulit>ll oft b e Geuf!rtll 'lt lt•eling 
of thi' Society 011 12 /b API'il 2003 . fill 
certified sbt~res ;, 1.,·~"'11 1! t~re caneelletl 
t111d tbe ir /Jar vttlue i s r£ifuul/(1/Jie 
jro111 the society. 

t .. 1 .... 11am ti lidi n~ Soci<.:ry wi ll h uy -ha~.:k all :-;uch Sh:1rcs 
at fhc ir bee va lue. 

Please ilo tc that ti'H.· dead l ine:' for i.:laim:-. b j bt 
October 200'5 . 

fo r a Shan.: lkdt·mption tbrm pkast· conract LhL' 
Se,-rcmr~·. l.as ham Ctiding So..:it·ty, l.asham Airfi.._· td . 
J..; lw1l .ll :omp:.h ir<". GL ;14 ~SS . "1<:1: 0 1256 5!J.i900 
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MASON RESTORATION 

1l\ 

Glider and Motorglider 
CotA Inspect ions 

Weight and Balance 
Repairs and Refinisbing on 

Wood and Glassfibre 

27 Kellett Gate, Low Fulney, 
Spalding, Lines PE12 6EH 

Phone: Dave Mason 01775 723737 
Email: silent.night@virgin.net 

ROYAL DEESIDE 
WAVE GLIDING SPECIAL 

at the 

Loch Kinord Hotel *** 
ti. I'.S. 

\";-' 04.) 1)()" 

1\'001' 
)5.699" 

Onh 15 mile' 
r;·om ilw 
Dl! l~ID£ 

GJ.IDING 
CJ.IIB 

7 NU;/IT!;' BED ami BREAKFAST from £1 Wpp 
Offt-ring c..:ornf()rt ah lc.:: accommoda tion, gooU food , 

anti a tine sdc..Ttion o f :\tal l \Vh i:.;ky to t:n joy ht·:-~i dc 
coa l lites. (Da ily rate.-.. a\·aitah le) 

H IR'I11ER GROUt' DISCOUi\TS FOR PARTIES 10+ 

Telepho11e 013398 85229 
www.lochkillord.com 
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The ideal present for any occasion! 
The Platypus Papers: 
Fifty Years of Powerless Pilotage 

b .j 
~ 

"All soaring pilots should have this book 
on their shelves"- George Moffat 

"bike Schweppes, it fizzes the whole way 
through" - Derek Piggott 

" Don't read it in public unless you are 
willing to make a spectacle of yourself 

laughing out loud" - Dave Alii son 
" The funniest book ever written" - Platypus 

HOW TO BUY IT: see Tailfeathers, page 17 

Omarama 
New Zealand 

'AfFine Soarin8 
The §Udina Syecia(ists 

We offer the bes t support and 
training al all leve ls and a great 

friendl y atmos phere 

• Wave flying • Cas ual fl ying 
• Courses • Badge flying 

• Glider hire • Accommodation 

alpsoar@xtra.co.nz. 
www.soaring.co.nz 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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~GARMIN 

GARMIN GPSMAP 196 
The Garmin GPSM'AP 196 from Garmin sets new 
standards as a versatile navigator for air. land and 
sea with detailed moving map graphics. The unit is 
complete with a full Jeppessen aviation database. 
including airspace, Nav Aids and airfield information 
including key radio frequencies. New features include 
exceptional screen resolution , a panel page that 
graphically represents speed, altitude, heading and 
rate of turn. Moving from cockpit to land or water is 
easy as the GPSMAP 196 offers many features 
normally found only in expensive in-car navigation 
systems including auto routing. The 196 is compatible 
with MapSource CD-ROM fro street level detail in 
road use, and Map Source Blue Chart data for marine 
navigation. A new, more powerful processor allowing 
virtually seamless map scrolling, combined with a 
de-cluttering facility on the new crystal-clear LCD 
map screen helps make the 196 the clearest hand­
held GPS available. The Garmin GPSMAP196 can 
be used to provide GPS NMEA data to external 
devices. such as EW loggers, and glide computers. 

The Garmin GPSMAP196 is capable of storing 1000 
user waypoints, and can be sold with the current 
BGA turn points at no extra charge. The 196 is 
supplied with one free airspace update. a yoke 
mount, dash mount, PC Interface cable, Cigarette 
lighter adaptor. remote antenna with suction cap 
mount, owners manual, and a quick reference guide. 

GARMINGPSM 1 6 £679.95 

Prin ted on coated art paper and measuring 48 x 
29cm, this fine piece of aviation art consists of a 
series of stunning colour photographs supplemented 
by diagrams. descriptive text and black and white 
photographs for each month. Exceptional quality 
and uncompromising production standards make 
this our best-selling calendar year after year, and it 
has become an annual, must have, for pilots and 
enthusiasts alike. Supplied In a protective sleeve 
with cardboard outer packaging. 

GLIDI GCAL200 £17.00 

All prices include VAT at 17.5% 

Order value Charge 
Bel £25 £299 
C25 "100 £3 
Over 100 

The SN-1 0 represents the state of the art 
in variometer and computer functions for 
sailplanes. it contains extremely accurate 
sensors for variometer. airspeed, altimeter 
and G load. plus an optional GPS satellite 
navigation receiver. Providing a wide 
range of flight planning and analysis 
functions. a built-in turn point library eases 
task planning, and a continues estimation 

ATRSOO of time and altitude required to complete 
the task. Final glide calculations are 

The new ATR500 by Filser. The younger brother to the popular displayed using a digital altimeter. and 
ATR600, the 500 offers the same excellent manufacture quality McCready settings. Speed to fiy functions 
and reliability as the 600 version. but at a more affordable price. include water ballast and bugs. The SN­
Features include a 9 channel memory (easily accessed via the 10 also displays wind speed/direction, 
top dial), a dual frequency read-out- allowing you to have one and can be programmed to display 
frequency on standby and one active. Squelch and volume are airspace and turn point data in movil'lg 
handled by the lower dial, and when used in powered aircraft map format. A non IGC approved logger 
the 500 has a VOX intercom. allows the non contest pilot to record both 
The ATR500 is a simple installation requiring a 57 mm panel cut- barometric and GPS data. The SN-1 0 
out and 10.5 to 14v power input. With low power drain (150ma requires a 80mm panel cut-out for the 
on stand by and 1.8A during transmission) and at a competitive main system unit, and a 57mm panel cut­
price, the 500 makes an ideal installation in gliders and homebuilt out for the analogue variometer display. 
aircraft. Measures 178mm long (without connector). ILECSN1 0 £1995.00 

TR500 £798.95 

DYNAFOAM 
In the pursuit of safer cockpit environments. we are proud to 
represent dynafoam, the energy-absorbent seat-foam material ILEC SC-7 
widely used in civilian and military applications. as well as in The SC-7 is designed for applications where 
gliders . where safely and comfort are at a premium. simplicity and ease of operation are 
Fly in comfort, and protect your lower spine during the inevitable important, for pilots who require a high 
hard field landing! Dynafoam deforms at such a rate as to quality instrument with good performance. 
absorb the shock and rebounds only slowly after the period of at a reasonable price, and who do not 
peak acceleration has passed. require complex speed to fiy or final glide 
Safety- Dynafoam is made from 50% plant materials and has computations. The SC-7 continuously shows 
low toxicity. a 30 second average rate of climb and can, 
Physical Properties- Dynafoam has a density of 51b/ft3. 1t atthefiick of a switch. show both battery 
is available in a variety of thicknesses. condition and outs1de a1r temperature. The 
Comfort _ Dynafoam is a memory foam with slow springback. varlo response t1me can be adjusted from 
it fiows to match the contours of the body and reduces sitting 1 second Whilst climbing, to 3 seconds 
fatigue through uniform pressure distribution. The open-cell Whilst In the crUise. The SC-7 fits neatly Into 
structure ma xim ises airflow to reduce heat build-up . a standard 80mm panel cut-out. and only 

. . . requires power (reverse polarity protected), 
Energy Absorption - Dynafoam 1s formulated to Withstand d TE t be ted N " k · u·lred 
· t d h k d t t ·b t. b b' an o connec . o .. as 1s req . 1mpact,repea e s oc s an cons an VI ra 1on, a sor mg The SC-7 is the ideal. club variometer. 
90% of 1mpact energy. 
Despite its energy absorbing properties, Dynafoam is easy to LECSC7 £375.00 
work. it can be cut with a knife and glued with contact adhesive. I LEC 'RAZ' 
Available in three thicknesses, all 41 Omm x 460mm . 
Oynafoam cu hlon pad 12.5mm thick DF05 £19.95 A 57mrn two seat repeater for the !lee 

Dynafoam cu h on pad 2Smrn thick DF10 £23.50 SC-7. 

Oyn foam cu hion p d 50mm h1ck DF20 £32.00 LECRAZ £125.00 




