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Hants Discuses). tug pilots Sam Wal!ace and Hugh Browning 
and, it goes Without say1ng. VNNJ.whiteplanes.com . For our 
backwards glance al Bnl1sh gildmg history. see pp 16-20 
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75 years - and 33 years 
THIS year is. the 75 th <tnniversary uf the 

BGA's formation nt a lunch held in 
London. Aiter its somewh<lt turbulent 

first few yea rs, the BGA was re-estJblishecl 
in 1946 w ith the constitut ion that ontinues 
to serve its origin.1l purpose. For over hilli 
that time since 1946 one person h<Js been Jt 
the centre of the BGA. 

Thi s I<Jst year ha. hE·en B;ury Rolfe's final 
full ytw with the BGA ,1s Sec:r>tary. 13arry 
retires on May 8, 2004. Hl' will have served 
the 13Gt\ ior over .33 years, nearly illl thJt 
time as Secretary. During his tenure h has 
seen many ch ~ng "S, , nd bu il t up a huge 
ncy lopJedic knowledge of gliding, 

cl spi tE' not being a pilot hims If. He has 
worked for ~ i ght BGA Chairmen Jnd 
hundreds f Exccu live committee nw mbers, 
and somehow manJged to keep his cool 
throughout. 

Barry has "the p,ltiE'Ill'e of Job" and in my 
iour years as ChairmJn working wi th him he 
has kej t the ship on a ste;1cly course, JlwJys 
unflapp,1ble in d · ri ~ i s ,1nd constructive 
in criticism when the Executive, or others, 
has dcvelopl:'d a pc•nchant ior something that 
he knows "will not il y." 

Barry ha~ also been Secrel<lry uf the Roy,ll 
Aero Club oi the United Kingdom, and 
s rved th~1 1 organisJiion w ith the same 
diligent'f' and proiessionali sm with which 
he has served the IJGA. He was recognised 
for his work sonP yeL1rs ago w ith the Royal 
Aero .lub Bronze Medal, and in 2002 was 
JwJrdcd the high ly prestigious Bil l lvans 
Gold Mcclil l by the So,1ring, ociety of 
Ameri a. At rhe Roya l Aero Club annual 
awards function on March 9 he was awdrcl cl 
the FAI's r'clul Tissandicr Diplom,L 

We pa id tribute to B;my's work at the 
BGA AGM on tvtarch 6, wi th many c lubs 
represented there conveying to B;m y their 
<iprreciation of all that h ha achiev cl 
during hi. long ca reer w ith us. Extensive 
coverage of Barry's ca r r wi ll ,1ppear in 
the next issue of S&C. 

Many oi the more mJture gener<ll ion of 
glider pi lo ts who like my If started gliding 
before 1 Y70, Jnd qui te a iew of the younger 
one~, sec Ba rry as synonymous with the 
BGA. He hc1s been the person at the end 
of the phone w ho has providl~d Jdvice on 
a w ide range of topics and issues, to the 
person signing the letters, sorting out the 
problem. Jnd the difficult i~sLtes. 

\1\h hop he hJs had a sdlisfying career 
with the BGA and wi 11 bE· db le to look lnck 
in r tiremcnl and icel proud oi whJt he has 
achi ved in creat ing Jnd sustaining a unique 
orga ni s;:~ tion - il t mplatc for responsible 
and succe · ·ful ~ports governance. 

I t<lke th is opportunity, rh rough ilw 
medium of S&C, and on behalf of the whole 
gliding movement, to convey to Barry and 
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BGA Vice-President Chris Simpson (right) was invited to pay tribute to Barry Ro/fe (left) at the Association's AGM this 

year. Chris Simpson was one of the first BGA chairmen under whom Barry has served (see also p5 and p26) 

jenny uur sincere Jnd very be~t w i she~ for ,1 
long and hoppy r ·tircm nt. 

New BGA Chief Executive 
In September we advertised il new role of 
Chief Executiw of tlw 13 .A, to lake over 
irom 13arry. A selecti on group from the BGA 
Executive in tervicw~'d ·hortl istecl applicnnt. 
from a quality iiel cl . As announced at the 
AGM on March 6, we have appo int>d 
Pete S1r,11ten, who wil l be known to llldny 
readers as someone deeply involved in 
m<1ny Jspccts of gliding and based Jl 
Bic 'Sler. Pete take up his role in ,'vlay and 
wi ll be work ing alongside Bnrry prior to that 
I() a hieve a smooth h<mdover. We wish 
IJete every su cess in his new role, and 
I Jlll sure the gl idi ng movement will support 
Pete as he gets his feet under the desk that 
has ior so long heE n B;ury's clomJin. 

European Aviation Safety Agency 
One of the major chJIIengcs facing the 
British Gl iding Association is adaptation to 
ih new reguiJtory cnvironm nt crea ted hy 
the formation of the European Aviation 
Safety Agency (EASI-\). The ro le of the BGA 
is about to undergo probably the most 
signifi can t chJnge since its formL lion . The 
new regulations are F.U lilw, w ith wh ich the 
UK complies. We h.we been heavi l)' 
engJged in negotiations over recent months 
wi th the UK Department for Transport 
(responsible for aviation regu latory m,llters) 
and th AA. These negotiat ions de<1l 
initially with airworthiness regulations and 

whilst the negotiations continue Jt the time 
ni going to press, nevertheless the iorward 
view is becoming clear. 

Sp,Ke is insufii ci nt to spel l out the 
implicJtions here. uffice to say, all clubs, 
pilots, glider owner·, inspectors, glider 
m<J intenance organ isations and the glid ing 
communi ty nt large should read the crdv i c 
that the BGA publishes on this importan t 
topic. 

lt will affect almost everyone and wil l be 
made ava ilable th rough all the avd ilable 
communic,l lion ch<1 nnels. 

David Roberts 
Chairman, British Gliding Association 

d.g.roberts@'/ineone.net 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Camphill in 1934, 1954 and 2004 

IN 1954, a W o rld Gliding hampionship 
wa s he ld in th e UK for th e fir ·t time. Thi s 
w as a lso the tirst, and ccr ainly the last, 

to be held at Camphill, th e h rne of tiP 
DE-rbyshire & Lan cashire G C. 

2004 is both th e 50th anniversary of th at 
event, and also th e 70th anniversary of the 
club's form ation, so th re a re two good 
reaso ns to cel ebrwt · : ,, n inte rnation.1l event, 
and a local exampl of gliding survival. 

The Ca mphill Ra ll y for vint age and cl <1ssi c 
gliders is o f course well es tilblished and one 
of the w o rld's most po pular vintage events. 
lt is fitting, therefore, to make this year's 
rall y, Saturday, June 26 to Sunde1y, Jul y 5, 
a ''speci:l l " .c lcbrating both anniversari es. 

Now a ll we require is an airfi e ld full of 
old g liders, preferably with pilots. 

On th e first Sund, y- during N ,llional 

Gliding W ek - a publi c O pen Day will 
be he ld to publi c ise g liding, th e c lub, and 
vintage/ lassie flying, not nece sa ril y in th<Jt 
o rder·. Thr s will no t impinge on th e ra lly and 
w will ke p vi sito rs and fingors sti cky with 
ice c r , am off th e Jirfi Id and th e ca mping 

From the last Exec 
t\ rvlONG irl'ms cons icle•rccl ;11 the M,1 rch BGA 
Executive Commi tfPC n1CC'Iing were•: 

The ExC'cutive holds irs annual strategy workshop 
in April. A key to us wil l he considering rhc implic.1-
lion~ for th<~ BGA ,md the gliding movement of the 

nc·w ~U regulatory ir;um:work. l'clC Slratton. as CEO­

des ignatc>, will bt> aiiQnc\ing the workshop. 
BCA < onr imiPS to support rlw GAAC, which rr.wks 

<ounty Srrucrun· 1'\an; and provides inpur ro protPct 
our inlcn•,rs, and GASCo, which brings togl'lher and 
d i'l scminall'S f<1 cts .1nd in itiati ves on ~d fl' t y . 

Tlw I>GA Chainmn, ,1lso ha irnwn oi NI'LC l.lcl 
which Mlmini>tc·rs NPPL\ice>KC' .tpplicatiorl>, rPported 
on rhc first period 's .1u ounrs c111d n~rre' nl prospe•cr>. 
<:,aying th~\t the result:. ~n fcH wert' better th .:111 pl~tn tmd 

rhc pro~pPrrs good. NI'I.G is joint ly owned hy the 
Ph•\, t\OPr\ ond rlw llGA. The Nf'f'L h.1s been verv 
;ucn·ssiul: over I ,0(10 licences i.sued up to 
December. imludi ng 11 l for SLMG. 

rhc second rcw.l ing oi rhc EU rhird p;1rty aviation 

insurance drait legislation "'"' due• to go hcfort• th<' 
EuropC'Jn P~l rli a nwnt on 1V\.Hch I 0 . Fo ll t'lwing over a 

)'l',J f of re·pr<_·Sl'lllatinn il nd lohh ing a< tivity, much of 

it in 20lrl lc·d by D.wid Kobcrl s through rtw Koy,tl 
;\ (!ro Club, the prnpos.1\s conl,1incd ;m .1mcndmcn11o 
<c·xcludc glidPrs. n," BCA was not ,, g,> i n ~trlw prine iple 
ui lq.:~llv binding r<'qu i r<•nwn" ior rhird p.Jrl y 
insur,JnCc, bul objected ro the indcmnirv figure,; iirsl 
proposed ([(,Bm pc·r ,1ircr.Ifr !) .lrld rhc s< ope· oi cover 
re'quir<o'd, which inclucle·d w,1r, lcrroris rn . hij <1cki ng I! I 
,md s-a hot ,Jg<'. Th<' indc:'mn ity lc-'vell:i ,trt' nnw ic"l r mon• 

rc,,listi c i>ul the• wid<' cnv<·r is ,r ill in rhe propmt•d leg­
is\,llion. llcncc rhe \J,H;king fur the .mwnclmcnl to 
exclude glider~ in tht' ,1b.;;e rKc oi moclifi c(llion to th<' 

cover requirements. 

David Robcrls 

April - May 2004 

area. W e may ask yo u , however, to park , ny 
gliders not fl y ing wh ere th ey ca n be seen. 
If you make a di splay board for them then 
our cup o f h,1ppin ess will, like ra in g<lllg -s 
in 19'i4, bE' full to overflowing. 

On Saturday July 4, J seriou s ev nl will 
take pi.Ke. During the World C hampionships 
th ere w as a fata l gliding acc ident involving 
an Austri an pilot, ,,ncl a m emori<JI w as l,1ter 
ere ted at the seen . A cerem o ny will take 

place in th e m o rning at the memorial 
restored on the site, atlendecl by the pilot 's 
widovv and m embers of his club, a long with 
rally pil o ts and our club members. 

There will, or should be, a photo displ ay 
together with any memorabilia that we can 
coll ect or borrow, so if you h<1vc ,1nything 
please send us copies. 

The clay vill end, and the nex t on e begin, 
in the hangar, wh ere a band, who e<Jn- w e 
hope - play ·193 0s, 1950s and, God he lp us, 
2004 musi c will get us ciJn c ing to g ive 
us an appetite ior th e huffpt, and <1 thirst 
for the bar. 

lan Dunkley 

Windrushers GC 
PLAI'\tS MC under w.Jy to revive Windrushcrs 
GC Jt Bic stcr in Oxfordshire ~ fte r J gap of 
more LhJn 40 yeJrs. Th e original Windru shers 
fo rmed in 195 6 at Bicester but b ecam e part 
oi the RAFGSA Centre in 1963 . When the 
Centre moves to RAF Halton in June 2004 
th e SS-year-old airfi e ld (iloove) will be surplus 
to ,\1\o[) reCJuirements Jnd will eventuall y be 
sold. A group oi pilots, many currentl y fl y ing 
with the RAFGSA, are re-est,lhlishing th 
club (www.windrushers.org .uk) to conlinu' 
gliding t'rum this histori c site . M embership 
will be open to the publi c <1nd th c lub will 
specificall y encourage juniors .:md tudents 
to join, with a long-term goal of becoming a 
centre of sporting excell ence. Th e c lub is 
negotiating a short-term lease with D efence 
Est<Jtcs to enable gliding to continue . Bi cester 
airfi e ld itseli W clS designated a Conservation 
AreJ by Cherwell District Council in 2002 
,1nd is an En g lish Heritage listed site. Tu 
express y our int erest in joining the c lub, 
c m ai I enquiries(iilwindrushers.org uk 

WE are sorry to have to report four UK fatalities 
already this year. John Heath and Philip Swinden of 
died as a result of a crash in a two-seater near 
Husbands Bosworth; Bob Sharman died in a tug 
accident at Crowland and Derek Sephton died rn 
another tug accident at Parham. Investigations are 
ongoing. And, as we go to press. news has come in 
of the death of Lucy Wills, the daughter of Gavin 
Wills, who is known to pilots across the world 
because of her appearances in various excellent 
gliding videos. Our condolences to all those who are 
affected by these sad tosses. 

BARRY Rotfe was presented with the prestigious 
Paul Tissandier Diploma at the Royal Aero Club 
Awards ceremony as we went to press. Full details of 
this and other awards to glider pilots (as described on 
p5 of the last S&G) will be in our June-July edition. 

GASCo is running a flight safety event on the theme 
of ··staying in control" on May 15 at the Aviator Hotel. 
Sywe\1. The cost is £29 inc. buHet lunch. Apply ASAP 
to pennygould@gen-av-safetydemon.co.uk. phone 
01634 200203 or send a cheque to GASCo OHice, 
Rochester Airport, Chalham, Kent ME5 9SD. 

THE organisers of the 2003 Inter-Services 
Regionals have asked us to point out that il is open 
to civilians as well as service personnel and will 
be held at RAF Cos ford . Application forms available 
from wwwrafgsa.org 

DG Flugzeugbau le\\ us that they are now definitely 
the owners of LS (www dg-flugzeugbau.de) 

A REMINDER that the rules to follow if you want to 
claim the new BGA 1 ,OOOK Trophy conceived and 
donated by Peter Hearne are available as a PDF at 
wWw.gliding.co.uklbgainfol competitions/news.htm 

FOLLOWING a lake-over by the THB Group last 
year, TL Clowes has stopped transacting aviation 
business as of this March. Its portfolio has been 
transferred to Robert Flaming Insurance Brokers. 

8\DFORD GC inform us that they have changed 
their annual competition's name to the Bidford 
Regionals and Turbo Competition and they add that 
all gliders, non-turbo and turbo, are welcome. 

WANTED - by the German gliding and modelling 
museum on the Wasserkuppe - the Horten 33's 
centre section, which is lost. At the International 
Rally there in 1974 the whole aircraft was seen in 
a barn in a lillle German village. Does any reader 
with a tong memory happen to recall where? Please 
contact Chris Wills via S&Gs editor if you do. 

FLY! The London Air Show, from April 16·18. For 
info about the show, see www.londonairshow.eo.uk/ 

APOLOGIES for errors in the Annual Statistics in 
the February-March S&G. A new version is on p52. 

THE winner of the BGA 1000 Club Lottery for 
January 2004 was DC Perkins (£40), with runners-up 
Mrs GM Eastell and GH Chamberlain (each £20) . 
February winner was G Humphries (£38) , with 
runners-up R Mackie and D Shepherd (each £19). 
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BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION • 2004 COACHING PROGRAMME 

INSTRUCTOR COURSES 2004 
ASSISTANT INSTRUCTOR COURSES 

Full Fee: £310.00 Young Persons Fee: £155.00 

SOARING COURSES 2004 
SOARING COURSES AT HUSBANDS BOSWORTH 

Full Fee: £130.00 Young Persons Fee: £65.00 

IC 1 . . . .. . ......... . .. 3rd- 11th April SCH 1 .......... 31st May - 4th June 
IC 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . 17th - 25th April SCH 2 ... . ... . .. 30th August - 3rd September 
IC 3 . . . . 15th - 23rd May 
IC 4 . . . . . . . .... . . 5th- 13th June SOARING COURSES AT BGA CLUBS 

IC 5 . . . . . . . . . . . ... 19th - 27th June Full Fee: £130.00 Young Persons Fee: £65.00 

IC 6 ... . _. _ . . . .... .. . .. . .. . . . . 4th- 12th September SCA 1. . . . . 5th- 9th July .... ..... ... Snitterfield Airfield 
IC 7 .. . . . . ... •• . . . . ... .. . ... ... 18th - 26th September 
IC 8 . .. .. . .. ..... . . .. . •. . ...... 2nd - 1Oth October 

SCA 2 ....... . . . 12th- 16th July .. ... . ... . . Bidford Airfield 
SCA 3. . . . . . . 19th - 23rd July . .. . . .. .... Venue To Be Decided 

IC 9 . . .. .. . . ....... . ... ... . . .. . 16th - 24th October SCA 4 ... ... .. _.26th- 30th July ... . ....... Venue To Be Decided 

YOUNG PERSONS 2004 
YOUNG PERSONS CROSS COUNTRY COACHING COURSE 

9th- 13th August 

This popular course is subsidised by the BGA, so that there is no 
course fee to pay at all, and every candidate will receive a flying sub· 
sidy for the week, although details of this will be confirmed at a later 
date. Application for one of the places on this course is by letter. to 
the National Coach at the address below. The closing date for entries 
will be 30th April 2004. 

Mr S Adlard, 
2 Victoria Court, Cunnery Road, Church Stretton, Shropshtre SY6 2AF 

JUNIOR NATIONALS 2 SEAT TRAINING 

14th- 22nd August 

This year's course will be run by Terry Slater. He will be assisted 
by several of the UK's top competit ion pilots, f lying high per· 
formance two seat training aircraft, such as the Duo Discus. 
Application for one of the places on this course is by letter. to 
Terry Slater at the address below. The closing date for entries will 
be 30th Apnl 2004. 

Mr T Slater, 
Sky Brae, Bridewell Lane, Botesdale, Suffolk IP22 1 DS 

BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION, KIMBERLEY HOUSE, VAUGHAN WAY, LEICESTER, LE1 4SE 
telephone 0116 2531051 • facsimile 0116 2515939 • e-mail colin@gliding.co.uk • web www.gliding.co.ul< 

u CAAVF 
atever you fly, don't ly wi 

1:500,000 Aeronautical Charts 
Chart Name 
S. England & Wales 

N. England & N. Ireland 
Scotland 

Current 
15 Apr 04 
15 May 03 
12 Jun 03 

1:250,000 Aeronautical Charts 
Chart Name Current 
1. N. Scotland West 19 Feb 04 
2. N. Scotland East 18 Mar 04 
3. N. Ireland 10 Jul 03 
4. The Borders 30 Oct 03 
5. Central England & Wales 17 Apr 03 
6. England East 21 Feb 02 
7. West & South Wales 11 Jul 02 

8. England South 15 Apr 04 

New 
17 Mar 05 

13 May 04 
23 Dec 04 

New 
TBA 

TBA 
7 Jul 05 

TBA 
14 Apr 05 
10 Jun 04 

8 Jul 04 

17 Feb 05 
Note: PublfCalion dates quoted oo lhtS ge are -subl"tt to chang 
Th!s producttnCfudes map dllla UoonS<!d from Ordnance Surve 
C Crown Copynght and database right 2004 All Fights ll!Se!Ved 
Ordanal'Ge Survey L1Ce!1ce Number PU10001B&I6. 

a r 
an out of 

Civtl Avtation 
K6 CAA House. 
45-59 Kingsway. 

L:onaon WC2B 6TE. 

With,views & comment£. contact 
AC.&D VFR chart editor at 

harlts@t<;.!l~~co:uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Winpilot - Volkslogger - Borge~lt - GarMax 
• Flight Computer • Moving Map "Winpilot - The best features, Great Backup, Great for Gliding !!" 

• Full Task Nav. • Airspace warnings WinPilot provides the next generation instrument. it is the best, most powerful gliding 
computer software available, providing a friendly user interface with a fast. high 
resolution, touch sensitive display. lt uses Compaq iPaq palm-sized computers. 
WinPiloifLq Combined with an IGC Volkslogger and a Borgelt 850, Cambridge 302, 
LX5000, LX160 Vario creates an incredibly powerful platform on which any option found 
in today's flight computers, and many new ones can be implemented. 

• Thermal Mapping • View flights 
• Terrain Map • Free Nav. data updates 

L ndat>le TP 

...... "J"'CO L beh 
Tooc:h ror d~ 

rlA\' 12u""' 
tCOrll u t .:1b ll!'l 

Borgelt 850 £599 + vat 

• smooth, responsive, quicker centering 
• extremely zero stable vario - rely on it 
• clear, unambiguous displays 
• installation is easy - no flasks 
• analogue display size- 57 or 80mm 
• Wiring harness for link to WinPi l o 

Volkslogger £519 +vat 

• IGC Logger, clear GPS nav. Display 
• incl all cables and software 
• FAI task declarations and GOTO function 
• BGA2004 waypoints supplied 
• Integrated with WinPilot Adv, Pro 

Adv $249 needs GPS (NMEA) 

GarMax £40.00+vat- UK Airspace moving map, TPs for Garmin GPS 
~ most cost effective gliding TP and moving map!! 2004 update available March 

Pro $299 needs suitable Vario system Crabb Computing 
3 Salford Close 
Welford , Northants . NN6 6JJ 
Tel +44 (0)1858 575665- paul@crabb.biz www.crabb.biz 

JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LTD 
Service with Security 

MEMBER 

General Insurance 
STANDARDS COUNOL 

Probably the largest Sailplane Insurance 
Agency in EurofJe 

With Sailplane clients from all over Europe, all receiving the same high 
standards of service and competitive prices 

Our Policies now include free airside coverage for your car and your syndicate members cars 

JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LTD 
0044 (0)1420 88664 General Enquiries or 

Terry Joint 0044 (0) 1420 88700 (Mobile 0044 (0)7802 708670) 
Bernadette Pollard 0044 (0)1420 88706 • Facsimile 0044 (0)1420 542003 

Joint Aviation Services Ltd 
No. 8 Old Aylesfield Buildings, Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton, Hants. GU34 4BY 

Or visit our websile @ bttp:/ /wu.nv.joiut.co.uk • Or email berlladette.pollard@joinlmJiation.co.uk 

April - May 2004 7 
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VARIOS AND FLIGHT COMPUTERS AND FLIGHT RECORDERS 
NEW MODEL - Multi Function Controls now fitted 
to LX 1600 for operation without a PDA if needed. 
For gliders with vel}' limited panel space, the NEW LX 1600 is ideal, requiring one 
57mm hole only!! 

• EssenhaJ controls mounted concentric with the mounllnQ screws for normal vnrlo operalinn 
• Suppl1ed ready to connect to a POA for full cross-countrJ capability when connected to a GPS 
• All connections ready to plug in and power the PDA {no udaptors needed) 
• Delivery "package" deals available to 1nclude Col1bn and operating software. 

See ~.lxavion~ 

Promotion prices (to 30 April 04) 

LX 1600 (no sortwnr ) £836.00 plus VAT= £983.47 incl VAT 
LX 1600 wittl "Nav•g...1to('' software for POA £1056.32 incl VAT 

A SELF-CONTAINED- FULLY INTEGRATED SYSTEM 

LX 7000 pro IGC 
• Replocement for LX 5000 FAI 
• New display (160><240 p lxel) 
• &.v des.gn approach: lntel~ .. 
~en1 Vario unit with new sophi$­
l!cated vario signol processing 

• £xhemi!ly SJllall djmen$1008 (4 
ir.ches max1mum !eng 

• Even more user frleodly 

• IGC approwd fhgnt recorder 
• Stondord LX data excllonge features (TP&TSK Flight Into) 

Full AAT fSI.IpPOrt (.,;:one and move function) and AAT oriented 
tn-fltght statlsttcs {di$tance to go, time remr11ning . required 
spe«! to re eh finish in trme) 

• Data and power mlarlace to LX 20 and Cohbn (plug and play) 
• Winp tlot output 
• Option~ f>.vo S80ll configuration, remote control, compass, 

secondary vano indicators 
a WJnrlg harness tnc1udcd (plug and play) 

NEW LX 7000/Cambridge 302 
LX 7000 di p lay for coupling to Cambndge 302 £1,198.50 incl VAT 

LX 
160S 

The LX 1605 Is an electrical varicmetor nd linal gtido calcUlator with COLIBRI 
the user friendly flight 
recorder small and light 

£26 t 0.00 plus VAT 
£3066.75 inc VAT 

iPAQ Mount 
3 axis freedom 

Price £42.51 plus VAT 
£49.95 incl VAT 

the ab~lty to operate " " lh an E!Xlernal GPS (ColibH. LX 20. LX 400. 
Gann"' etc). When doing so the LX 1605 1'1111 calcutato a t I glide to a 
pomt leded on tne GPS: n ..tso calculates the wind COOlpol1ent. 
W11hout the exl rnal GPS 100 LX 1605 functions as a normat valiomeler 
with a lri1AI glide calculalror. usrng parameters emered by the pilot. (The GPS antenna shown In the 

When comooted through LX 1o iPAO Adapter ( £42.95 rncl VAn the 
LX 1605 will operato a PDA (iPAO) with. for example. WinPilot or ""NAVI­
GATOR" program and wlll giVfl tmhanced capabchty 
Price £836 p!u~ VAT • £982.30 lncl VAT 

F,~!~a~':n~~~~~vf~~ ~ Colibri) 

Price £.526.8 1 plus VAT 
£619.00 incl VAT 

RADIOS AND TRANSPONDERS 
ATR 600 Transceiver 
Certified to JTSO Standard: No L8A.0.10.91/106 JTSO 

• 57mm diameter 
• I 00 !requencl' memory 

wilh names 
• ptlot adjust sque!ch 
• vox Intercom 
• accepts moSI mlcs 
• 150 mA standby 
• 700g weight 
• HF oulpu1 pow..- opprox 

6 W tts 

Pnce £849 plus VAT £997.57 inct VAT 

ATR 500 Transceiver 
Certified to JTSO standard: No LBA.0. !0.911/ !13 JTSO 
• 57 llllll panel hole 
• 178 mm long (without connectors) 
• We1ght a.ppre»c 700 gm 
• HF - Oi.dpul power 6 Walls approx) 
• 9 channel rnernory 
• cower con.sumplion 150mA 

(approx) standby 

: ~[n~f~n 10.5V - 14 v 
Price £654.47 plus VAT 
£769 incl VAT Deliveries from Feb 04 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

• "Winter" instruments (to order) 
• Lightweight foldable towing arms 
• Wing dollies 

Remote Control for ATR 600 
• 57 mm cut out 
• Only 45 mm long (wilhout connector) 
• Weight 200 gm 
• Enables tun operation of 

ATR 600 version 2. 1 from 
rear seat 

Price £203.4 1 rtus VAT 
£239.00 inct VAT 

ATR 600 + Remote- ideal for 2 seaters 

TRT 600 Transponder 
with ModeS 
CAA Approved under 
BCAR 84- 10 Nr: VC 01211 

• 57 mm cut out 
• 178 rnm long 
• Easy operation with 

4 11ne LCD 
• MOdes A. A!C and S 
• Integrated Alllcoder 

Price £I 760 plus VAT 
£2068.00 incl VAT 

ATR 720A Transceivers 
ONLY £599 incl VAT (as available) 

Contact: .John Delafield 07850 950349 or 01865 374125 
E-mail: John@lxavionics.co.uk john@fsd.uk.net 

www.lxavionics.co.uk <http://www.lxavionics.co.uk> 
or your regular supplier 

LX avtontcs Ltd pnce list available - on request Add p&p to all pnces E and OE 

Your letters 
Finish lines 
EVERY season, we read depressing <Jccounts 
of pil ots cr<1shing their gliders just short of 
competit ion finish lines. Why do these 
acc idents hJppen? Well, p,1rt of the reason 
must lie w ith the competition scori ng system. 
I' ll hazard a guess thnt had the tasks in 
question been merely fo r pract-ice, then 
the accidents would not hilve occurred. lt 
,1ppears to me to be a sobering !Jet that if we 
w ish to succeed in competit ions, we have to 
be prcp.J red occasionall y to push our luck. 

O ur cross-country pupi ls ,1 re ti1 ught to p i k 
<.1 sui table land ing field "In ' Oocl time" and 
not leave the decision until it's too late. 
The competi tion scoring system <Jet ively 
encourag us to stret h our glide as iar as 
possib le, by awarding us extra points. 

Ea rly solo pilots are taught that, if it 
Jppe<Jrs unlikely that they an get back to 
the club site, then they must Jbandon any 
attempt to do so and select an alternative 
field. In competi tions w e <Jre obliged to start 
our final gli les JS low as possible (in order 
to save va luable time) and suffer a crippling 
po ints penalty for fa ilure to ;:mive. Every 
year, the standard of NJtionil ls contest fl y ing 
gets a li ttle higher, the competition a li ttle 
keener, and the loss o f J few minutes in , 
r,lCe more critica l. Add to all this the fac t 
thJt modern gl iders h;:we such remilrkilbl y 
flat glides that real istic judgement about their 
<Jb ility to complete the IJst few yJ rds o f the 
course becomes ever more d iffi cult. 

Small wonder that we have these "I<Jnding 
short'' accidents. 

The advent of the da ta logger has enabled 
us to lessen some of the more hazardous 
competi tion proceclur but we've done 
nothing to improve th (l fety of the fin ish 
line. Other active sports have cushions or 
crJsh barriers to protect pwrtic ip<lllts in the 
event of failure. Hurdlers don't need to 
jump over bri ck wa lls, but hJve lightweight 
barriers thil t dn be knocked over ei1sily and 
painlessly; cricketers and footballers wear 
pads; the list goes on. In our competition 
there is no padding provided for the failed 
final glide. If there happens to be a decent 
field on the approach to the fin ish line then 
fin , hut thi s is of no interest to the Contest 
Rule Bo k. If the last mile or two is over 
tr es, clifis, rocks or w ires, it's just too bad. 

Suggestion: have,, " finish ring" of (sJy) 
1 km rad ius JS in the rule book, w ith a m in 
crossing height of (s<~y, one" agJ in) 800ft. 
but high enough for the lovvest, slowest 
successtu l fin i her to reach tlw < irfield and 
1w rform the customary ra ing finish. The 
requirement for judgment and skill on the 
final glide would still I e th re, but with the 
added Jciv<JntJge th <~ t in the event of f<J ilu re 
we hav provided a cushion o f several 
hundred feet w ith no neces· ity for scrap ing 
into the c lub field Jt CJ II c sts. 

I h<1cl originally thought oi sugge ting that 
the mi nimum height fin ish l ine should h 
over the airfield, but that would deprive us of 
the low-level fin ish, Jnd goodness knows we 
des rve just a li tt le celebration after a hard 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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slog around th course. Another idea was to 
have a scale oi failure in hundreds of feet, 
but th at would defeat the entire object of my 
sugge tion The minimum height would have 
to be treated as if it w re the actual ground . 

"Ah," I hear you ask, "what if our old 
British favourite, the Afternoon Warm Front, 
approaches, and atmospheric pressure 
drops? This would give us an over-optimistic 
reading of our height over the ground, 
wou ldn't it?" 

One way round that prohlem is to equip 
the finish l in observer> wi th a serviceable 
altimeter. On hearing, s<1y, the ten-minute 
ca ll from a finisher, they could include a 
QFE reading with their <1cknowledgement. 

arrowly f<J iling to finish a rJce is very 
frustrating (tell me about il), hut it beats 
going home early in the competition week 
with a broken glider in the t-railer. 
Mike Fairman, WELWYN GARDEN CITY, 
Hertfordshire 

A radical idea to improve safety 
ON a competition or other qualifying il ight, 
it is sugg steel that: once a glider rlescends 
below a ertain height (eg 200 metres/700ft 
Jg/J, th ' !light is deemed to have ended at 
that point. A by-product of this rule is that 
all competition finishes must be at least that 
high. Loggers can determine height above 
sea level. H ight above ground is d little 
more omplicat>d, but su rely not beyond 
the programmers of logger softwar" t ·om 
up with a solution involvin' integration with 
large-scale maps. 

Inevitably, some sma ll print will be 
needed. For example, if a finisher p<Jsses 
below the 200-metre cut-off height just 
short of the line, it would seem unfair that 
he is deemed to have failed to complete the 
task. A standard penalty (as per airsp;:~ce 
infrin emcnt) would b more appropriate. 

C rtlinly this suggestion will not be 
popular w ith die-hard racing pi lots, bur Jt 
least should be I· orthy ol deb<Jtc. 
Jack Harrison, via email 

More on CES 
I WAS d lighted to read Libout K-6c. ·Es, 
now r ~. iclcnt in ]c pan, in the Fcbru<Jr ,_ 
M<Jr ·h issu (A// the br>st - th K-6~ 1 p8). 
I was also a p<Jrl owner of CE , which I ilew 
as a member of the W rekin · at RAF 
Cosford and last flew at the M ynd in May 
1989. Sadly, th syndicare broke up for 
v<Jrious reasons and the glider was sold to 
Lasham. I regrettably did n t achieve any 
outstanding flights in CES other than 
completing my five hours on th ' ridge at the 
M ynd in Me rch 1988, whi h is a memory 
I will always tr asur , in th t beautiful part 
oi Shropsh ire. 
I wish Mr Taneda every success with CES in 
japan, whi ch I have also vis ited and is not 
unlike th ountryside of Shropshire so CES 
shou ld feel quite at home. I enclose a photo­
graph of me posing Jfter my fiv -hour flight 
at the Mynd. 
Don Rhodes, NEWPORT, Shropshire 

April - May 2004 

Don Rhodes after doing his Silver duration at the Mynd 

in the K-6 now resident in Japan. See More on CES 

Bad impressions ... 
I AM clism<Jycd at the article Firs/ impressions 
(February-March 2003, p50). 

The three-times CFI asks in thP final lines: 
"I 'm still looking for a suitable w;:~y to make 
an impres> ion, any impression. Any icle<Js?" 

Well he has created one, a b<Jd one. He 
gives th impression thilt it 's OK to tow out 
o f m<J rginill fields. He giw~ the impression 
th<lt tuggie· are only interested in their own 
survival. H gives the impression that it's 
"cool" to sti ck your neck out to ple<1s those 
in authority. ALL WRO NG' I quote: " it was 
su icide. But he was the chairmJn" . 

There can on ly be one re<Jsonable view of 
this gung-ho rubbish. Ws a bad bad impres­
sion. His art icle shou ld hav been five words 
long: " If in any doubt, don 't." 

I for one wi ll NOT be looking to fl y <Jt his 
cl ub (which one is itl). I hope h is chainmn 
has some educative comments about this 
<J rticl e's effect on his lub'<; reputation . 

I'm surprised th<Jt this article was printe I 
w ithout comment from S&C on the flight 
safety content. 
Mike Terry, Assistant Instructor, Dukeries 

. . . And good ones 
I would just like to SilY how much I enjoyed 
the artic le on first impressions in last months 
S&C ,1ncl would Jcld that it has m<Jde qu ite 
an impre>sion on me! I have now l,1nded out 
four times in the pursuit of my Silver distance 
Jncl each 1 ime it has been a ro<J cl retrieve. 
I've never hJd the ple,1sure of an uerotow 
retriev ', however, having r 'arl this artic le 
I now rea lise that yuu land in a field th<1 l a 
tug pilot can get into so as to increase HIS 
experi ence in tugging! He's not going to 
worry about gettinn your glid r dirty on take 
off or whether you are still on the back of 
the tug at 2,000ft. He may give you a 
convincing plan before t<Jkc-off but don't 
believe hi m! So my Jdvice would be to 
pick your fie ld as you should at 1 ,200ft 
- remember surface w ind, field length, 
obstruction, slope, surface dnd stock. 
However. I would then try and make sure 
th<J t there is a good pub near by as you can 
have a drink and won't have to fly an 
ilerotow retrieve - and d crew w ill always 
find a pub if you 'ive them the name oi it I 

and tell them there is a pint wait ing for 
them! I'm going to give my name now in 
case I can 't say it when you arrive at the 
pub ... if on ly I ould remember it! 
Email address supplied 
The JllOnyrnous CFt rr•plies: lll'oiS rlis.lpf!Oinlt•d by one 

of th oe letters diJCJtlf my arliclc· ,mcl dpplaud the other. 

Th pur th ing in ~ome fJer:.pc•ctivC', I h1vc IJc•cn glirling 

for 3~ years, IUS;' II lg tor L' ,."""' · I1.1Vr • ,l /1 lhrc.'£.• 

Diamond; dllrll11f>rc tlw1 ),OOohr m th . air. I am ,1/~o 

d/1 ex Full ,I/ puwc·r in<tructor Jnd the only cl.lln,Jgc• 
I hai'C' 1us d to anyone is a r/i;/ocatcd thumb for a 

~tLulenl in " T-2 1 (but that~ ,mother story). 

hill oul. M>kt•, glidin >is ~uppu<er.ilu l>e lh•J fun 

ancltlwrP i a funny id!! 10 everything ,f you look (nr it. 

I ,Jdmit to a little poetic licPnce in p<~rt · oi the .1rtir:lc 

and / was wJnwcl th,!l it might c;:~use some omment. 

hut f ilet it m.>cle one or two r<-'.1de1 think "outside th<' 

l>ox". A lot of the poinL< I n>o~de were IOilfiUe in-dll~t'k 

.lntl if it made• just one pilot (glidinJ; or power) th111k 

.llJOUI wh.!l thf')' .1rc doing, it \ V,I> well worth the t•(fort. 

Tlw ,11wnymous IVrilr·r of the second lctlcr " "-' rear/ 

IJet11•een the line> .111d In< ·"·"'"cl to think ,,/,out 1vh>11 

he, (w shcJ i . .; floing tit)(/ cr;L~cJ IJy inJtJurt,lnlfJ~ whdt is 

l>cinR rlon(' to thef11. !)on'! bC'Iicve all >~nu hvr~r in the' 

il,11; ,ond (/on 't hC'/i('vf' .11/ you read m S& •. lt might he 

.>om one like me• telling the talc! 

Yes, spins 
WH N I read Oh no - not spins in the 
October- November 2003 issue (p47) 
I immecliat ly recognised my own response 
to spinning. I had made the mistake of 
listening to al l the stories that are told in the 
bar about spins, ilnd therefore I built up a 
fe<Jr of spin training. I thought that spinning 
wou ld be a lot worse than it real ly is, as 
w ith Jnything new. I also discovered that 
99 per cent oi solo pilots will s<~y tha t they 
do not like sp inning, and the 011l y re<~son 
that they do spin is so that th >y knovv the 
correct recovery shou ld they ever need to 
use it. it has taken me three years to reJii 
that we trilin to develop the know ledge to 
recover from spins ntered un intentionally . 

Th w<~y I overcame my fe<1 r of spinning 
was by approflching the same inst ructor 
each time I have had to do my spins. Over 
the previous two years I alwJys h<Jd the 
instructor put the glider into the spi n Jnd 
I recovered it. However, over the last six 
months I have been putting the gl ider into 
the spin Jnd recovering it as well. Since 
I have berm putting the glidPr into th _pin I 
hav ~t<Jrted to feel <J lot more confident. 
This is because I know what the glid ' r is 
going to do and how it is going to respond; 
I , m in ontrol rather thJn the instructor. 
I have also discovered thclt ~pinni ng with the 
same in. tructor each time bui lds up my trust 
in him because he knows how I feel Jbout 
spinning as w ell <JS my other weaknesses. 

If anybody has ,1 major problem with 
. p inning like I held, I suggest that you find <J n 

ase send letters (marked "for pUblication") to the 

ditor at editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk or the 

address on p3. including your full contact details. 

The deadline for the next issue is April 13 
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. Your · 1~tt~~, 
> instructor you get on with and get him/her to 

introduce spinning gradually and regularly 
to you. This wJy you build up confidence 
with the instructor, the unusual altitudes and 
also the sp inning and recovery. it may seem 
like a long never-ending tunnel, but if you 
practise spins regularly the tunnel does get 
shorter, as I am now finding out as I slowly 
start to feel h<Jppy doing them. 

Never I i sten to bar room stories as a 11 it 
does is get you worri ed about things that 
don't need to be worried Jbout. I made that 
mist<J ke and it has taken three years to over­
come, but now spin seem worth doing as 
I can see the progress that I have been 
making recently. it is all worth it in the end. 
Dawn Goldsmith, COLCHESTER, Essex 

Airspace databases 
" UNOFFICIAL - use at your own risk­
always refer to UK Air Pilot for definitive 
information". Yes, indeed, but I wonder how 
many glider pilots simply download their 
airspace d<J tabases and use them without 
checking? M ore to the point, how many 
competition scorers also accept that their air­
space and waypoint datab<Js s are accurate? 

I huve recently sp nt a lot of time check­
ing turn point lists clownloaderl from various 
programmes <~gainst the 13GA list, <J nd 
checking airsp,lCe iiles <Jgilinst the UK AlP 
datiJ_ I have found mJny discrcp<:~ncies. 
Some w re gross such , s longitudes given JS 
w est w h ' n they shoulrl b Jst, whole 
degr e errors in latitude or longitude and 
incorre · t radii for zon . There were also 
many smaller ones. 

I am on ernccl that when I use my on­
board equipment, for which I have corrected 
the fil es from the definiti ve sources, to 
navigate clear of restricted airspace, errors in 
the scoring programme's clatabas ould 
show c1 false infringement. The programme 
could also incorrectly show a misserl TP. 

The gross rrurs <:~ re cle<Jrl y due to simple 
incorrect inputs, but many of the smaller 
ones are, I believe, a consequence of the 
gliding movement's insist nee on going its 
own way by continuing w ith d grees, 
minutes and dec imal minutes when world­
wide aviation has standardised on degrees, 
minut·cs and seconds. Rounding and other 
errors then arise from conversions from one 

format to the other, and I suspect, back 
agJin . The smaller errors that I found were 
usually no more than .009 of a minute, giving 
a posit ion error of up to SOft. TJke .341 of a 
minute, convert i t to second = 20.46, round 
that to 20, convert back to minutes, and the 
result is .333 - a difference of .008. 

A position given to the nearest second 
would be within 72 ft (a t the equator 
- less elsewhere) of the exact posit ion. 
it is presumably for this reason that AlP 
co-ordin <1 tes for most purposes (positions of 
nJvJids, <1 irspace boundaries, airway centre­
lines, free-fJ II parachute sites, etc.) are given 
only to the ne<1re~t second. Where greJter 
accuracy is ne ded (rarely, such a the 
position o f obstructions close to an airfield) 
the definition continues wi th decimals of a 
s cond. Do we need any grea ter accuracy 
than whole seconds? Would the nearest 
second not be sufficient? And while we 
continue with decimal minutes, shou ld we 
not allow a smal l (say up to 75ft) apparent 
horizontal transgression of airspace to go 
unpenalised to allow for database anom­
alies? After all , the wing tip of your Nimbus 
cou ld be 35ft inside the ai rspace even when 
your GPS is outside! 

Incidentall y, I wonder how many glid r 
pilots have put J paril zone in the.ir GPS 
copying directl y from Jvi<ltion sources not 
noticing that they are entering degrees min­
utes and seconds JS degrees minutes and 
de imalsl \1\iilh a possible error of half a mile. 
AHG (Sam) SI Pierre, via emai/ 

lcarus - something fishy? 
CHRIS Ell is adds a new dimension to the 
famous myth w ith his poem inspired by 
wave clouds over Crete (February-March 
2004, pl 0). If we go b<Jck about 2000 years 
to the account by Ovid (Metamorphoses, 
VIII: 230-235) we read that after fl ying too 
high, lcarus fell in the sea next to the island 
where he was buried, an island that till 
keeps the name he gave to it. This is s, id to 
b lkarla in the Cyclades, 250km north of 
Crete Jnd close to the Turkish coast. 

But the objective of the escJpe from Crete 
is variously s<Jid to have been either Sicily, 
or Cumae - an ancient town near NJples. 
The nearest po int of Sicily is 800km over 
water to the west. Even allowing for some 

prudent isl-a nd-hopping, , competent 
:Jnc ient navigator wou lrl hJve known thclt 
there wc1s no need to go as f<Jr north -~s 
lkJriJ, almost 90" off course. 

However, th - ;\A guide to Greek Islands 
says ''The prosa ic exrl<lnation oi lkarla's 
name is that it comes from thl' Phoenician 
word for fish." The reek for fi sh is ikh thus. 
The plot thickens. Baecleker even cites loca l 
tales of lcarus drowned in a hip w ith white 
sa ils that sank off lkarla in J storm. 

Have readers any more ideas, new or o ld, 
to contribute to the myth? 
Alan Self, CONGLETON, Cheshire 

Soaring semantics 
MY stimulus for putting fingers to keys was a 
Discovery Channel progra mme showi ng a 
skier with inflated airbags being c;:mied 
down on the surface of an avalanche instead 
of being buried by it. They demonstrated the 
princip le by shaking a mixture of sma ll , 
dense partic les (which moverl to the bottom) 
and larger, less dense particles, which were 
moved to the top. 

When obl iged to think about it, we know 
th at gravity moves denser materials, be they 
solids, liquids or >ases, closer to the Earth 
;mcl that they displace less dense m<Jterials 
away from the Earth . We ay "warm air 
rises" wh ich is true, of course, but it can 
lead to the thoughtless inference that warm 
air somehow propels itself upward, which is 
untrue. We would be clearer if w s, id 
"warn1 air is lifted." (M et jargon includes the 
term " Lifted Index".) Those of particularly 
generous spirit might even th ink kindly of 
the sink around the thermal, recogn ising its 
contribution to thei r cl imb. 
Norman A Jull, ONTARIO, Canada 

Coaching for instructors? 
LAST year I was talking casually with a 
capable young pi lot and I remurked on how 
wel l our top pilots had clone in international 
competition. He seemed to be pleased, 
but had not heard of these champions or of 
their achievements. Later, w hilst· thumi.Jing 
through J ba ·k issue of S&C, I came across 
an article written by Brian Spreckl 'Y entitl .d 
" Instructors TJsk Week". In essence, th is 
article was about a national get-together of 
instructors of varying cross-country abilities 

Glider refinishing in Poland • Superb quality • Unbeatable prices 
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being set tasks and flying ilga inst or with 
each other, guided by experienc cl pundits. 
From these events, the instructors not on ly 
advanced their cross-country skills but also 
lea rnt how to give Met briefings and set tasks. 

\Nhy isn't thi s event still running? I can 
on ly assume it withered due to lack of 
enthusiasm, money, duty rostering, family 
commitments, and so on. Wouldn 't the 
standard of instructi on be improved by 
reintroducing this sort of event, albeit in a 
reduced form? Perhaps it could be run on a 
regional basis using regional/national coaches 
and local rated pundits, and sta >eel over a 
weekend . lt might even be run Jlongsicle an 
Inter-club League fi xture with tasks being 
flow n hors concours, lt wou ld be fun, and it 
might just inspire J jaded instructor to light 
th e Jfterburner of a young future champion. 

it was not ,, fluke thJt England won the 
rugby world cup. The seeds were sown 
over five yea rs J"O in J coaching programme 
co-ordinated from top to bottom by the 
governing body. it is through goorl coach ing 
that we produce champions today; good 
coaches wi 11 produce champions tomorrow. 
Tim Barr-Smith, via email 

Competition entries 
LAST year, Lasham and The Soaring Centre 
used what amounted to a lottery to select the 
pilots allowed into th eir regional competitions. 
Thi s makes a nonsens of the nationals rating 
li st as the pilots "selected" to fly in these 
larger competitions Jre very likely to get a 
hi gher rulin g thun pilots who fly in smaller 
ones, even though the small r reg ionJ I pilot 
may have more ability. Thi s an affe ·t a 
pilot's pos ition on the rating list and the 
knock-on effect could even affect a World 
Team s lection I 

I propose that if a nationals rated competi­
ti on is over-subscribed, a recognised system 
comes into piJy which acknowledges ability. 
The ex istin' rJting system could eas il y be 
used for thi s purpose and wou ld restore 
some. cred ibility to th e rat ing li st. 

At the momen t, if allowed to progress or 
degenerate (?), we cou ld finish up w ith a 
Christmas Party lx dlot or a cluh secretary 
opening the entry envelopes can decide who 
flies in th e next world team. \. . 
Ralph Jones, MEMBURY, Berkshire ~ 

Climate and dusty Covers 
Why be afraid of dust, rain and sun? Protect 
your airplanes with effective covers from 
Sweden. All covers are made of white water­
proof web and have very high UV protec­
tion . All Sewing is white double thread. We 
give you 4 years guarantee on the Materials. 
Easy to wash . I will send product and mate­
rials information if you wish . 

For more information 
Lars-Erik Blom 

Fax 46 504 15150 
Email : emfo@telia.co 

April - May 2004 

FOR 

Flying with sunglasses on? 
Do you need reading glasses? 
Can you read your map clearly? 
Can you see your instruments clearly? 

CP WEST 
SAILPLANE SERVICE 

We onl take on work we can start immediate/ 

+ All major & minor repairs and maintenance 
+ Sailplanes, Gliders, PFA types and Insurance work 
+ Wood. Metal or Fibreglass 
+ German trained and qualified composite specialist 
+ Purpose-built environment controlled workshop 
+ CofA, annual and mandatory inspections 
+ Weight & Balance, and CofG positioning 
+ Modifications, instrument panels, refinishing 

Contact Roger Hurley 
Tel: 01432 851886 Fax: 01432 850598 

email- rogerhurley@gliderpilot.net 
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De~elopment news 

Lottery funding: all change Motorglider 
Workshops S

INCE the Lottery Sports Fund opened 
in 1995, gliding clubs in th e UK have 
benefited from over one mi llion 

J.)ound · in capital grants. 
For the last yl!ar, however, funding for 

gliding proj cts has been in the doldrums 
and foll owing the publication of the BGA 
booklet "Fin0ncial Help for Gliding Clubs" 
in April 2003, ther' have been further 
changes wh ich have ;J n imrnediJ te eflect 
upon gli ding. 

Sport Eng land's Chi ef Ex cutive, Roger 
DrJper, wrote to all sports governing bodies 
in April , 2003, stating that, due to lack of 
Lottery iunds, cJ pit<J I funding had been 
frozen and that no new applications cou ld 
be accepted until "ea rly in 2004". 

port England has now stated that a 
Community Investment funding progrJmme 
is expected to re-open on April 5, 2004, but 
on a different basis to the Con1munity 
Projects Capital und with which we have 
become fJm il iar. The prin ipa l changes are 
exp cted t·o be: 
ti) Funding wil l be decentralised and 
administered on J regiona l basis, under 
the nine, newly-appointed Re ional Sports 
Boards. 
(ii) Although eligibility is likely to be much 
tighter, glid ing vvi ll sti ll be elig ib le for 
fund ing under th e Community Investment 
ProgrJmme. 
(ii j) Th re w ill he neY appli ca tion 
procedure, new ilppli cJtion pack, new 
imms, etc. f\n "enll')' form" or " initial bid" 
w ill be dealt with centra lly, aiter which, 
if the hid is successful, the appropriate 
region tJkes over and a cJsc oificer is 
appointed to advise and ilss ist with the 
detai led app lica tion. 
(iv) No specimen fmms are avai lable until 
Apri l 5. ,v\eanwhi le. any n w information is 
l ikely to appear on Sport Engl;md 's wehsite 

- www.sportengland.oq:~ - under "press 
releases". 
(v) Funding wi ll be av<J i lab le for cap i ta l or 
revenue projects, or ones with an element o f 
both. Applicati ons will be Jssessed against 
region il l prioritie . 

Priority investment 
Sport England announced in 1\.lovember 
2003 th e 20 key sports to rece ived priori­
tised investment, its stream lined funding 
plans to ensure th <J t th e>e sports deliwr 
sporting success, and a £'1 30 million fund 
specifica l ly avai lable for sports governing 
bodies . Although gliding is included in Sport 
England's li st of 106 recognised sports, it 
is exc luded from the priority l ist, w hi ch 
consists of: 

Athletics; Badminton; Canoeing: 
Cricket; Cyc li ng; Equestrian; Footbnll ; 
Golf; Gymnastics; Hockey; Judo; Netbal l; 
Rowing; Rugby League; Rugby Union; 
Sai l ing; Squash; Swimming; Tennis; 
TriJthlon . 

Gliding is classed as a development sport 
by UK Sport. 

What should gliding clubs do? 
There is stil l p lenty of preparatory work thJt 
can be clone so that clubs Jre ready to "hit 
th e ground ru nning" wh ' n th e new capita l 
funding scheme opens in April 2004. 

Clubs sh uld prepa r(' a !jus in ss PI, n <ne! 
a Sports Deve lopment PI, n which should 
concentrate upon providing community 
benefits (w ith special reference to di sadvan­
taged groups) , nd sport ing ga in. 

Contact your development officer during 
the interim period before cJp ita l funding 
reopens, in order ensure that you ,1re 
properl y prepJr d for your next project. 
Roger Coote 
BGA Development Officer 

DURING the vvinter months, the BGA 
has held a series of Motorg l id r 
Works hops. The idea of a workshop 

sem ina r originally came from Ken Ballington, 
who suggested th e con cept to me at the 
2003 BGA AGM and again at the PFA ra ll y, 
wh •re we discussed the idea in depth. The 
prob lem that Ken highli •hted, and wh ich 
I comp letely <Jgree with, was that the BGA 
has not in recent yea rs offered any form of 
train ing to inspectors and CAA paperwork is 
a part icular prob lem area. 

The fact is, the paperwork for motorgliders 
hus been steered more into l ine with th e rest 
of General Aviation by the CAA and the 
vast majority of inspectors and owners have 
not been exposed to any great ex tent or 
been trained on paperwork requirements 
and procedures . 

So far, we hav held three workshops: 
SaiLby (in the loca l pub function room ), 
Parharn Jnd Nympsfi eld. Al l wer very we ll 
attended delega tes from the local area, 
some com ing a few hundred miles and one 
de lega te from as far away <b Spain. We had 
repr ' S ntatives from the gener<JI inspector 
community, sen ior inspectors, professiona l 
repairers, members oi the BGA Technical 
Committee unci owner/pi lots. 

The genera l k1rma1 f the ddy was as 
fo llows: in the morning session I g<1ve a 
presentation on C'\A paperwork requ ire­
ments, covering requ i red documents, log 
books, Cs oi A, registration, maintenance 
records, procedures, LAMS, fl ight testing and 
weighin •. That was the hard b it ! The subject 
oi _AA Air Legislation is a huge subject and 
a whole week cou ld be spent on it and sti ll 

CLEVER BOX VARIO SYSTEM 
* See our website www.cairoviation.co.uk for cletoils of this 

new exciting voriometer system from the some stable os 
the ubiquitous XK 10 Vorio System 

from'· ~ 
~lr df_ ' 

. 

' 
XK10 "CLUB" VARIOMETER CLEVER BOX VARIO I . Aviation 'Ltd. 

"You can bank on us" £269 £299 
+ New Instruments: PZL Expanded Scale ASI's. 1.5 Tums 0·140kts £129, 1.75 Turns 0-200kts £139, PZL Zero Resel Vorios, Flask and Ring, 80mm (Glider) £219, Extended Scale (Motor Glider) 
£199, 57 mm (Glider) £219, PZL EZS5 Mini T/ S £299, Lunik Mini T/ S £259, American Mini T / S £269

1 
Sensitive Altimeters £149·£153, PZL Altimeter£ 109, Mini Accelerometer £159, CM24 Bullet 

Pedestal Compass £49, LC3 Panel Compass £47, Vertical Cord Compass £139 + Surplus Tested lnstrvments: Horizons with new Solid State Inverter, Ferronti Mk6 £329, Mk 14 (Coloured Display I 
£409, Mk31 (Coloured Display and Integral Slip Ball) £499, 80mm Glider rote T/S £114, Smiths Mk20 80mm Altimeter 6 O'clock Knob, £1 14, Mini Accelerometers £99 + Radios: De!com 960 Panel 
Mount £249, Hand Held £216.90, ICOM A3E £276, Glider BoHery Char~r £19.90 + BGA Approved "Ottfur" Releases: Original New "OH!urs" £199, Lolest "OH!ur" alternative relewe for modern 
gliders- Aerotow CW400 series £179, C of G CW300 series £219. Excnonge OM series £119, CW series~. Spring Kils available oil series. New "OH!ur Gold" launch Safety Weak Link Carrier £9.50. 
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e-mail: colin@cairaviation.co.uk www.cairaviation.co.uk 
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not cover everything. By necess ity, the 
presentJtion was not too in depth ,1nd 
wide-ranging. Another of the object ives was 
audience participJtion. Delegates \"/ere 
invi ted to Jsk questions to ciJrify anything 
thdt WclS not clear r a pertinent point that 
they had il problem w ith. With luch:, we 
resolved some oi the burning issues or at the 
v ry least, pointed them in the right direction 
to get th ' information that WJS needed. 

In the afternoon, il ~eries of short lectur s 
was given on subjects of interest to inspectors, 
su h ,1s instrument c<1 libration, maintenance 
ol tow releases, sai lplane evolution, design 
and inspection techn iques. 

O ne of the main objectives was to use the 
workshop as an open forum to ask questions, 
contribute and genera lly mix with oth •r 
inspectors and mJke new contacts. This is 
esp cially useful to put fJces to names and 
for inspectors to get to know the Chiei 
Tcchn i al fii er and vice versa. 

From the comments received, I believe that 
most insp tor and pi lot/owner delegates, 
some of whom were not inspect rs, ga irPd 
some very useful inform<~tion on the paper­
work side of their op ration. One delegat 
even told me, in confidence, that he was 
not awar thM a six-month, low utilisation, 
check wa> required on an aircraft maintained 
until today. 

1t is hoped to hold more workshops in 
autumn/w inter 2004/5, if suitable clubs w ish 
to host an event. All that is n ded i a lo al 
co-ord inator, suitable venue, somewhere to 
g t lunch <~nd a local speak r (or p akers) 
for the aft rnoon talk on a techni al subje ·t. 
The BGA w i 11 support the event and provid 
all the administration. As we have held work­
shops in the East Midlands, South East and 
South West, we would very much like to 
off r the opportunity to other parts oi the UK 
(including Scotland and Northern Ireland). 
PI ase contil -t the CTO if you wish to discuss 
a possible venue. 
Jim Hammerton 
BGA Chief Technical Officer 

Apri l - May 2004 

E-news from the BGA 
F

OR some time now, we have '~'Jilted to 
make more use oi electronic channels 
to communicate with individual glider 

pilots. The BGA website (www.gliding.co.uk) 
has now iirmly est<.1bl ished itself as one of 
the primary sources of iniormation ior the 
gliding community and we Jre now making 
increased use of our own form of electronic 
commerce. Did you know, for example, thilt 
some 90 per cent of the entries received for 
this year's nationJis were made through the 
website? 

I <1m pleased to announce that a range of 
inform<1tion is avaiiJble for you to subscribe 
to electron ica ll y. If you visit the BGA website 
,1nd register, you w ill be able to sign up to 
receive your choice of information by emJil. 
The BGA newsletter is available immediately 
;md subscribers will <Jutomatically be sent 
their own copy as soon Js it is published. 
Like the pL1per version (which wi ll still be 
sent to clubs), the -newsletter w ill contain 
short news i tems, hut you wi ll be hie to link 
directly to the ful l story by a simple mouse 
click. 

A range of other publications and classes 
of information wi ll be made available (see 
the websit ' for iull detai ls). In addition, 
you can sign up to alerted w henever a 
section of the website that is of interest to 
you is updated. 

This service is avai labl to all BGA c lub 
members, so sign up now. 

National Gliding Week 
What is your club planning for National 
Gliding \IV k? 

The week hJs been de~igned to help us 
showcase Bri tish glidi ng in all of its iorms 
and to provide a focus that we can all use to 
generatE more publicity ior our sport at both 
the national and the local level. National 
Gliding VVeek is an umbrella under which 

we hope BGA clubs wil l run a wide range of 
events to show everything thJt is great abou t 
our sport. 

The more events planned, the more news­
worthy the week should be and the more 
press Jnd public interest we should be abl e 
to generate. However, without J good range 
of events, National Glid ing Week will not 
succeed in its aims. As I write this, I h;we 
heJrd of activiti es that have been pl ,1 nned by 
a number of clubs, but I ree1lly need to hear 
of more> 1 Please think Jbout what your club 
can do and wh n you plan somethinn let me 
know, eith r by contac.;ti ng me directl y 
(keith @gficling.co.ukJ r by entering details 
of your activity directly on to the new 
Nat ionJ I Glid ing Week website, 
www.nationalglidinsweek. o.uk 

Club marketing seminars 
During Februnry we held a series of market­
ing s minars to help clubs understand how 
to turn their str<Jtc i obje tive. in to a set 
of appropriate and consist -nt m rketi ng 
messages: decide how best to get these 
message to th · ir tJrget market; and help 
them to work with their local media (press, 
TV, radio, etc). A total of 20 clubs were 
represented at the seminars, h Id at 
Hu bands Bosworth (all-day ev nt) and at 
Sutton Bank and Bicester (evening seminars). 
Feedback from d le ates showed that th 
seminars were worthwhi le and met a real 
need. W ith a iew changes, prompted by th 
feedba k, we hope to hold more seminars 
late in the yea r, based on the all-day forrmt, 
at il new rilnge oi venues. 

Hopefu lly, other clubs w ill decide to 
attend - the overwhelming feeling of those 
that Jttended the first set of sem inars w<~s 
that they were well worthwhile. 
Keith Auchterlonie 
BGA Communications Officer 

FlightMap Upgrade Offer 
FlightMap is being upgraded with new planning and 
analysis features that include more comprehensive 
airspace information. The emphasis on ease-of-use is 
retained as are the existing facilities for : 

CJ Task preparation. 

0 Flight display and analysis. 

U Logbook maintenance. 

The new features wil l become available in Fl ighMap 
Version 2.1. For information on availabil ity and offers for 
purchasing the current Version 2.0 with a free upgrade, 
visit: 

www. flightmap.co.uk 
Illustration shows the Inspect faci lity being used to interrogate the 
airspace map layer. 
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ROGER TAKGETI 
Sailplane Services 

Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
Nympsfield, Nr. Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GL 10 3TX 

Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861 • Home (01453) 860447 
Mobile 07850 769060 

Offering outstanding workmanship, efficiency and service in: 
* All glass, carbon, kevlar. wood and metal repairs and modifications 

* Motor glider eng1ne approval 

* C of A renewals and general maintenance 

* Weighings, Including accurate in flight C of G positioning 

* Re-finishing in all types of gel coat and paint 

* Hard wax polishing 

* Competition sealing 

* BGA and PFA approved 

* Canopy perspex replacement 

- email roger@targett40.freeserve.co.uk * Aircraft recovery 

www.sailo.laneservices. eo. uk 

SOAR Minden 
PROUDLY ANNOUNCES: 

THE BLOCKS ARE BACK!! 
LIMITED NUMBER OF BLOCKS AVAILABLE • SALE ENDS MAY 15, 2004 
For Rent: Grob 103, Grob 102, Discus B, LS-4, LS-3A. Mini-Nimbus 
SOAR Minden 
PO Box 1764, Minden, NV 89423 • 800 345 7627 
www.soarminden.com soarminden@powernet.net 
V/sa/Mastercard Arxepted Established 1972 

If you want your club, 
site or business to 

BE SEE 
by advertising in S&G, please 

telephone Debbie Carr 
on +44 (O) 116 253 1051 

or email debbie@gliding.co.uk 

Block I 
Block 11 
Block Ill 
Block IV 

PREPAY $3000.00 
AND GET: 

• • • • • • • • • • 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Hortens "at home" 
FLYING wing enthusiasts went to Berlin in February to 

admire four Hortens being restored to static exhibition 

condition under the supervision of Holger Stein/e. The 

aircraft- a Horten 11, Horten 11/f, the two-seater Horten 

11/h and the Horten VI - had been taken to the US from 

Germany at the end of WW2. They are destined for the 

NASM's 65-mi//ion dollar Steven F Udvar Hazy Centre 

at Washington's International Airport, although the 

intention had been to exhibit them in the new German 

Technical Museum, due to open in 2005. Now the 

Americans have asked for the gliders' return in July 

2004. Seen (clockwise from top) are: the 24-metre 

1944 Horten VI - at a hoped-for 44:1 the most efficient 

type in the world at that time; the beautifully restored 

Horten 11/f- a prone-piloted wing where a horn rotates 

around the tube on the fuselage centre-line for ro/1 

control and slides along it for pitch control. The final 

photograph shows the Horten VI again, awaiting its 

0-box ply and its trailing edges inboard of the elevons. 

Better news for Europeans is that the museum has 

drawn plans of all the Hortens- and that Bernd Ewald 

has persuaded s1x German organisations to contribute 

/awards building a flying replica of a Horten /Va. 

Dates for your diary in 2004 
Dan Smith Memorial Trophy 

Overseas Championships 

National Aerobatic Camp 

Bidlord ("turbo") Regionals 

Booker Regionals 

Club Class Worlds 

Competition Enterprise 

18 Metre Nationals 

Northern Regionals 

Lasham Reg1onais 

Club Class NatiOnals 

Standard Class Nationals 

European Championships 

April - May 2004 

Dunstable 27/3 - 28/3 Inter-Services Cos ford 31/7 - 8/8 

Ocaiia, Spain 24/5 - 4/6 Regionals/Junior Pre-Worlds Soaring Centre 31 17 - 8/8 

Saltby 316 . 6/6 Gmnsden Regionals Gransden 7/8. 15/8 

Bidford 12/6- 20/6 Western Regionals Nyrnpsfield 7/8. 15/8 

Booker 12/6. 2016 Junior Cham~ionships La sham 14/8. 2218 

Norway 13/6 - 25/6 15 Metre Nationals Lasham 14/8. 2218 

Aston Down 26/6 . 4/7 Dunstable Regionais Dun stable 21/8 - 29/8 

Tibenham 26/6 -417 Open Class Nationals Tibenham 21 /8- 29/8 

Sultan Bank 26/6 . 417 Eastern Regionals Tibenharn 21/8-29/8 

Lash am 317 - 11/7 1\vo-Seater Competition Pocklington 2218 - 29/8 

Pocklington 10/7 - t8!7 Mountain Competition A boy ne 5/9 - 11 /9 

Aston Down 24f7- 1/8 Saltby Open Trophy Salt by 11/9- t 2/9 

Lithuania 25/7 - 7/8 Advance notice: Guild of Aviation Artists· ExhibitJon. July 20-25 

Easy to uso movmg map 
lntuibve and very easy to use 
Latge buttons lhat are d~gned 
for cockpit use 
Final glide and wind calculation 
Easy ta&k editing and tracking 
jwtlhAAT 

Records uoofflcfal IG<: files 
SuPJX)rt for standard file formats 
Support for standard GPS, LX 
Navigahon. Bo!gelt. Zander and 
Volllslogger 

News from IGC 
THE FAI Gliding Cnmrni>sioll (IG I held its Annual 

l'lc 11ary M eeting in Sw it1 riJnd in Feh rua : . 

l:lob Henderson ( t--.'Z) '''"5 cl led as the new IGC 

President, replacing Tor )Ohilnn ron (N orway), Prc>iden t 

for the lilSt >ix y •ars, w ho was unanimously elf'<'ted 

l'r ·sidcnt ol l lonour. ~riL Mozcr ( LJ~Al was c l •et d a 
First Vie Presid<'nL whi le· Roland '>tu k ( rr~ncc/, RriJn 

Sprecklc\' !U K1, I ick llrad lcy (South frica), Axel Reich 

IGc rm<myl .1nd Vl ,1d imir h 1ltin i S inv.t k i~ t Wl're c l c ted ,15 

Vic(.~Prc ·id ·nb. ICC\ prest igious Lilienth;d M cual w · 

award !cl tu the lathC'r ol the W orld l,tss gl ider, I icru 

M orPII i (l ta l)•l. f>etc r RyriPr ( ,prrna ny). IG Pre<idcnt" 

Honour, and IJpio ·a o l.ti nen (Fin land) were awarded 

the Pi IQ Gchriger D i) lorn,,_ 

11w meeting clceided that World hampionship frum 

2.006 w ill be split into two events - the Open. 1 B-melre 

1 'i-rn tre togethcr, .1nd thr StJnd.w l, lul d llrl World 

togeth r - both to he hdd in eve11 year . The hid inr 

200 11 w ill h<• dl'cided in M.trch 200) . Th(' lun iors w ill 

«'main in tw o ci.1S'<'S with thrL'e pilots p<'r d ass. The 

'vVonw n's will rcm;1in w ith thrt• · classes. TI1c e contest 

wi ll he held in odd \'''~ . Ther<e w i ll b • d Grand Prix 

· hampionships in odd years, th first in 2005, w ith the 

winner becoming World .r. nd Prix Ch~mpion. ·n1e 

2006 Worlt.l ChJmp ionships in the Club la5' wi ll ll , t 

Vinon in rrance, ,1long w ith the I or iel Class. Thrre w ill 

be a Euwpe~n ChJmpiOil h ip> in 2005 in ~ lm•<~k iJ in 

the Club, StJndard and 18 M etre l.lSSC . 11K·rc may bE, 

J b id irom t-i n land to hold Europe.1n Ch.om1 ionships 

in th ' 15-M tre and p n lass , The limits forth" 

entry into th Eurupcans 111 20().1 w ere changed to Jilow 

two pilo ts p r , 1,Jt in n.ll Aem Club p -·r d;~ss. !I propo J l 

to fntrod11CP J 20-mctrc twu-:-,c,i tc r (lass w;15 postponed 

to be con, idcrl •d l>y thl' chc~mpionship working group. A 

propos.tl to fin ish tlw vVorld - IJSS in l OO<J IV,l S defe.tterl . 

t\ >Uh-com m ittcc w.1s cst,l illished to comidur the 

oili<•m.Hiv> lor ihe celd>r.ttioll ol the f t\l's IOOth 

anni ersary 111 2005. Suggestions :1«' : a world -wide 

simultaneo us glid ing clay;,, wo rld-w idl' Gr.1nd l 'rix 

eVPnts; J di<t~nre clay to dLhic•ve the m.txin1um pos,ihiQ 

distance flown Jr und the world. O ther ideJs .11 > invited . 

There were several eh.1nge> to the rule.. th ·· m.t in 

ones being: 

a. To ,1llow the use ol 500-metr cvlinrler fo1 badge 

fl ight using ilight recorder>, irom October 1, 2004. 

b. O nly one d iswnce record may be cldimecl from one 

fl ighL 

c. 111c rule lor FRs needing cal ibrJtiun ait 'r a flight w ill 

hange irom one to tw n months. 

cl. Th<'rc was J len •th)' dis us. ion reg:1rrl ing mc~x 

w ights: the ou tcome w.1s no .hangf' in !he rul for 

1 'i-MetrE>, St.mddrrl dnd I fi -Metre C: IJss~;s. The O pen 

lass is to continue wi th limi ts o f 7 Okg for gl idPrs .1ncl 

850kg for motorglicler> {this ruk w ill applv in 

Lithuani. ). The pr >PO'~ I to rcSiri t th rule tu limit the 

open to 750kg trom l DOh WJS n~rrowl y defcJtcd . 

e . /\ 7'i0km O iplom.1 w i ll be introduced; thi, w ill be 

issut>CI .ll l ~t ion~ l Acrn Club lcvPI hut w ill b<· .tn 

Ft\1 d1plnm.1. 

Th(• IGC objL•ct ivC> w er ·' ame.nd ·d to i 11rl ude l icens­

ing .1 nd eirsp.t<'C' issuC's. The main o tfi i.J is ior theW) 

dt 1-iusb.mds llllsworth in 21)0~ w r•r • .1pproved, th ey <re 

hid _· tc•w,~rd Dick llr.1dl<•y .tnd Pr ident oi th<' lury 

Ru~~ 1\t\cintyrt'. There WJS 11 m;:1 jo r d i ussion regJrding 

the downgrMiing ol IGC .lpprfll " d !light rccorrlc,-,.. Tlw 
IGC. hJv<:> L' ndo rsed the O n-l ine Cllmpcti t ion. 

TI1e 1w xt PI ·nM y will be on ,\o1drch 4-5. 2005. 
Brian Spreckley 
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75 YEARS AGO 

How it happened 
This year is the British Gliding 
Association's 75th anniversary. 
Our series of articles to mark 
the occasion begins with an 
account from the man who 
started it all - Douggie Culver 

THE inspir<Jtion for the pr sent British 
gliding movement certainly came 
from The Aeroplane newspaper; 

I believe that Mr Thurstan Jarnes w, s rea ll y 
responsibl for the Gliding Number of 
The Aeroplane which was published on 

ovember 6th, 1929, but it had the 
benevolent blessing of the ed itor, CG Grey. 
The result of the articles on German gliding 
published in this ·issue was a flood of letters 
tu The Aeroplane, Jmongst them bei no one 
from myself containing certain suggestions 
which apparentl y met wi th approval, for 
I wJ invited to coli at The Aeroplane offi ce 
for Jn interview with Mr Thurstan lames. 

At this meeting I offered to undertake to 
orgonise a luncheon party at a West End 
restaurant at wh ich anybody who was 
interested in the , ubject wou ld be welcome. 
Mr Grey and Mr ThurstJn lames agreed to 
push the lunch in Th Aeroplane as soon as 
I found ~ venu and fix ·d a date. 

There were, of course, ertain difl'iculties. 
I had no idea of th probable number to 
b <1 ommodJted, <~ ne\ w it·hout this 
information restaur<Hlt keepers were chary 
of giving me a date. In the end, by giving a 
guarantee of a minimum of twenty-five, 
th Comedy Restaurant in Panton Street 
undertook to do the job and the date, 
December 4th, was fixed. 

On the appoint d day I arrived w ith 
Mr Gre)t and Mr J, mes and found no less 
than 56 people pres nt. I also discovered 
to my disgu t thJt I was expe led to take 
the cha ir. 

Well , the omedy gave us an excellent 
lunch and we then got dovvn to business. 
I op ned th e proceedings by suggesting that 
those present shou ld form a gliding club 
w ith a small subs ription, find an easy site 
and purchase a Zogling from Germany. I was 

"Soaring history was 

made in 1929," wrote A/an 

E ("Doe") Slater in the 

extract illustrated here, 

''11 was the year in which 

sailplanes finally threw 

off the chains which 

had bound them to hilly 
country.., Cross-country 

achievements by pilots 

such as Johannes 

Nehring, Robert Kronfeld 
and Wolf Hirth were to 

rekindle British interest in 

gliding and soaring. Ten 

years later. as editor of 

The Sailplane and Glider 

(forerunner of today's 

Sailplane & Gliding) Doe 
Slater asked Douggie 

Culver- a former RNAS 

and RAF pilot in WW1 

- to recall the events that 

led to the founding of the 

BGA. Like so many other 

good ideas. it all began 

with an excellent lunch ... 

(With grateful thanks 

to Wally Kahn for locating 

this article in The 

Sailplane and Glider 

November/December 

1939, p22617) 

... 

fo llowed by evcro l speakers, Jmongst them 
being Mr RF 0JgnJII, Mr M;ncus M.:mton, 
Mr lR Ashweii-Cookc, aptuin Lalimer­
Needham, 'Jimmy' Lowe-Wyldc Jnd Mr 
Howard-Fianders. Ev ntually, round about 
4pm, the pJrty broke up, having accom­
plished very little except the instaliJtion of 
lvlr Howarci-Fiand rs as Hon Secret ry, and 
myself as Chairman, of J body with vague 
Jmbitions, to be known as the "British 
Gliding Asso iation" . 

That is the story of the "G liding Lunch", 
ns it has come to he known, Jncl the birth 
of that troublous JncJ much-maligned body, 
the BGA. But i t is not the full story, fm 

-- - --------
m;br l3ritisb ~libing \&Ssociation, 

44A, DOVER STREET, W. I. 

MEMBER. 
( 1 - - \ vl , )j_ ! 

... ,) ~- (':'. ~ ... -~ ~-~ .... .f.l .f;Y.~ 
J. L. R. WAPLINGTON, 

PHONE~ REGENT 37113. SECRETARY. 
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A 1931 membership card for the BGA, 

which underwent several transformations 

in its early years. Mr Delaney, who lived at 

81, The Avenue, Brondesburry Park NW6, 

paid one pound and a shilling and in 

return received a book of rules, a Journal 

(see opposite) and Bulletin along with his 

card (Does any reader IJappen to have a 

copy of the book of rules or of a Bulletin?). 

Many thanks to Jim Lynchehaun for 

donating this ticket and the associated 

correspondence to the BGA 

How l t 1 lrrppt>n ed 
a, n 1 

Mr RF Dagnall fol lowed it up by bui ld ing, 
ancl pr cnting to the BGA, "A.T.l ",or, in 
other words, the RFD-bui lt American tra iner 
which is now universally used in th is ountry 
and known affection<Jtely as the Dagling; he 
<J iso importecl a Zi:igling from Germany. 

Later, following J furth r lunch ill the 
Com dy, wh ich might b described <JS J 
sub-committee mer::ti ng, the London Gliding 
Club was formed. At this lunch were a elect 
few of the more cnthusiJstic element: 
Mr Thurstan lames, Mr CL Startup (Jiso 
of The Aeroplane), Mr Stanley Brads haw, 
Mr Ashweii-Couke, Mr Blythe, 1Yir Le~l i e 
Melville, and myself. Jimmy Lowe-Wylde 
wZls busy forming the Kent Gliding Club Jnd 
building a BACl. The highbrow portion of 
the BGA w,ls making rules Jnd pinning flags 
on a map as each clay a new club was 
formed, but it was Jlso raising money: 
£1 ,000 irom Lord W<:~kefield, Jnd sundry 
sm<.~ller amounts ombincd to set it up in an 
office and devise a pl <:~ n to import Herr 
Kronfeld <llld the Wien to ltforcl Hill in June, 
1930. The Dnily Express gate-cr<Jshed the 
p.:nty with Maggersuppe anci a Professor, 
but is WJS a good party <Jnd really got \. _ 
British gl iding on the move. ~ 
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Left: a page from the 

BGA Journal, No 1. 

March 1930. The top 

picture is a Z6gling 

-see overleaf for what 

this Primary was like to 

fly. The same issue 

records that RF Dagnall 

presented the BGA with 

one of these machines 

in early 1930 - the 

Association's first glider 

Right: an advert for the 

American edition of 

L Howard-Fianders ' and 

CF Carr's book, first 

published in the UK in 

1930. Howard-Fianders 

was designated the 

BGA's first Hon. Sec. at 

the gliding lunch 

Right: the cover of the 

first issue of the BGA 

Journal (price 216). 

lt was published in 

March 1930, even 

though the BGA was 

officially inaugurated 

only on the 27th of that 

month. We are aware of 

three issues extant of 

this journal (the others 

are August 1930 and 

January 1931). Does 

any S&G reader know 

of any later editions? 

Left: an early member­

ship form for the BGA, 

which was routinely 

sent out with copies of 

the BGA Journal 

Right: by 1939. when 

DC Culver's article was 

published in The 

Sailplane and Glider . 

there were several clubs 

established across the 

UK. Midland GC, for 

example, was settled at 

its present site. This 

brochure was for its 

1939 instructional 

camps (Easter, Whitsun, 

August Holiday and 

Public Schools), each 

costing eight pounds 

and eight shillings. 

Incidentally, the 

brochure promotes 

gliding as: "The sport of 

youth"- plus <;a change/ 

Then, of course, came 

the Second World War .. 

Cb~ 
Brllisb Gliding Jluoctallol 1 

Journal 

'" ' 
:'.iARC:l l. 1910 
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75 YEARS AGO 

Lazlo Revy built the Z6gling from the original plans 

The solo way to learn 
As part of our series marking 
the BGA's 75th anniversary, 
Jochen Ewald tries out the 
very first glider type that the 
BGA owned - the Zogling 

LIFE on Germany's holy mountain of 
gliding was cn:1zy in the early 1920s. 
A strange group of ent.husi:JsL would 

meet at the Wasscrkuppe w ith just one aim, 
to get airborne, no matter how. And, as 
powered fl ying w,lS forbidden in c:J rl y 
post-WW1 Germany, gliding w~ls the only 
way for them to get 'thei r backside off the 
ground'. But they h d to do it the ha rd way, 
1 .tching them. elvcs 111 self-design d aircraft 
or in 'gliders' offered by so-ca lled glider 
manubctur rs most of whom never dared to 
try their own products. 

During the mid '20s, the first serious (and 
now the world's Id". t) gliding s hool was 
founded Jt the Wa. serkuppc. Its leader and 
first Fl Frit7 Stamcr worked to establ ish J 

sensible training scheme, together w ith the 
Rossitt n glid ing school IJJsed on the dunes 
of the Kurische Nt'llrung coast (now 
Lithu:Jnia). Th se glidi ng schools formed the 
Rhon-Rossillen-Ge c llschclfl (RRG) and 
worked to publ icise gliding as,, sJfe 
and youth-educating sport rather than a 
movement i crazv daredevils. 

Two-seat tr,lining gliders weren't available, 
and even i f they had been they would have 
been far too hCJvy to hungy, the only IJunch 
method. So St,lmer needed not only a trJinin 
scheme, but ,llso an eilsy-lo-fl y, strong c nd 
iorgiving glitler which would be eJsy to r •pair. 

18 

With such J mJchine he coulrl standardise 
the single-se,1ter basic tra ining scheme, 
beginning w ith keeping the wings level in 
the wind and advancing via ground slides 
and short hops towards real flights. 

By 1923, A lexander Lippisch (lilter a 
famou aircraft designer) drew up the Hols 
der Teu iel, a light, ec y-to-fly trainer (a fl ying 
replica of which was buil t by Mike Heach of 
the London GC at Dunstable). lt had fair 
performance, but was often dilmaged during 
bad landings and was time-consuming to 
repair. So, in 1926, Lippisch ,,nd Stamer 
designed a real primary glider to be tough 
ilnd easy to bu ild and repair, the RR G- 1 
Zogling (Pupil), together w ith the Grunau 9 
Skull splitter, it wa. the standard tminer unti l 
they were replaced hy the SG-38 in 1938. 

Pared to the minimum 
With its simple wire-lmced rectangu lar 
wing, a ' two-dimens ion <~ ! ' framework 
fuselilge, a wooden box-type spar as a 
carrier for an open seilt and a skid K ting as 
a damping element underneJth, the ZCJgling 
pilred the designation "a ircrait" Lo the 
absolute minimum. it did, though, offer 
quit good crilsh protection for the pilot. 

eria l production started in 192 7 by 
Alexander Schleichcr in his foctory Jl the 
foot of the Wi\sserkuppe, Jncl , mong the CJrly 
customers was the HungJri<J n Aeroclub. 
Although non of the original machines h<Jve 
survived, Hungil rian vintage enthusi,lst 
Laszlo Revy decided to commemor<Jtc the 
70th anniversilry of tht• Aerocluh by hui I cling 
il replica from the originJI plans. He also 
managed to certify it for bungy !.:lUnching, 
autotow and ven aerotowing. During a 

VGC Rally in the Czech Republic, he offered 
me the chance to t'l y his prec ious m, chine. 

Settl ing onto the small sca t (it's a plank 
Jnd don't trip over the wires J you get ' in ') 
I immediately realised for whom this glider 
had been designed -only a 14- to 16-yea r-old 
would fi nd il comfortable position. My 1 .8m 
height meant that I had to fo ld myself in 
between the peclills (a simple bar, rotilt ing 
around a enlral axis w ith leather straps to 
secure your feet) and the backrest. Although 
there are proper str.Jps to hold you in, 
I noticed il leJther loop above my head; thi s 
is a 'pS)'Chologica l' handl~ld for the left 
hand when bungy launching. 

W hi le going through the minimal checks 
I noticed that neutrwl elevator (the contro l 
movcm nls can eilsilv be seen from the seat) 
positioned the slick 1-~e ll forwards. This 
turned out to h • d precaution to prevent its 
injuring the pilot's fac in a crash. 

For car- and aerolowing, the ' rnodern 
Zogling' has a towhook next to the original, 
open bungy hook. A further moditication 
to the 1 Y2 7 standil rd is Laszlo's small 
instrument panel whi ·h conla.ins Cl ll ASI 
(very sensible, as we' ll see l.:~tc r ) and a 
va rio (Laszlo ,lctuoJ !I y soars th is machine). 
An altimeter isn't necessary - just look 
down to see how high you il re! 

On Jn aerotow Laszlo us sa long 80-metre 
C.Jble. There's a good reason for th is: w ith 
the centre of the aerodynamic forces close 
to the high w ing level, and the il tlachmcnt 
point of the cable being very low, horizontal 
towcable tension r roduces a ra il-heavy 
moment. Th is has to be compensated by 
'clown elevator' during an aerotow on a 
short rope. Using a long towrope, you can 
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fly higher than the tug (which you usually 
should rwver rlo) which allows the cable to 
pull clown the nose helt ing the Zogling 
rern<lin longitudinall y stable even at an 
airspeed of 85km/h. This high tow position 
doesn't pull up the lowplane's tail too much 
because the cable forms a bow. During the 
initial part of the launch, the gl ider can also 
climb quickly above the propwash. 

The tug f r my flight w · a big, early 1950s 
( p choslov, ki<m L-60 Brigaclyr, ,1 four-seat 
TO I. Jircraft, something between the WW2 

GerrnJn Ftescl r 156 Storch and the post­
war Dornier Do-27. lllooks huge and heavy, 
but wils the ·lowest tug avai lable. 

A~ the Hrigadyr took up the slack, the 
elastic towcahle stretched <Jncl then we 
quickly become airborne; the feeling was 
much like that oi a bungy i<Junch. Anxious 
not to ·Jimb too high, I pushed the stick 
forward a bit too much and dropped into the 
powerful prop turbulence. vVith il wing 
trying to drop I needed full rudder for some 
time to g t it lc•vel agil in . I u ed only little 
aileron b <us I feared its large drag might 
have made th situation wor e. 

Climbing [),1ck into the clec n air, the 
Brigaclyr I<Jbour cl in front and b )low with 
the very high angle of attack necessary to 
give me a slow airspeed of 80 to BSkm/h. 
As we climbed each li ttle gust increased the 
tension on the able, resulting in the Brigadyr's 
tai l being pulled up a bit and requiring 
continuous elevator work by the pilot to 
k ep the speerl constant. To rnake his life 
easier, I tried to fl y as low asl could without 
los ing too much longitudinal stability myself. 
As I pulled off at 800 metres he turned back 
tu get a close look at the crazy flying chair 
Jnd I could wave my the1nk ·! 

While I till hJd height I wanted to test 
the Zogling's st,1lling characteristics. Down 
to SOkm/h, it flies and reacts normally, as you 
would expect it frorn a good trainer of the 
time. Below SOkm/h, the stick st<J rted to feel 
spongy, but the glirler continued to fl y w ith 
normJI reactions to control inpu ts anrl but 
there were no further stall warn ings. As the 
ASI reached 4 km/h things changed very 
sudden ly: on sid of the rectangular wing 

Pared to the minimum (don't even think of sideslipping) and yet thousands of youngsters/earned on the Z6gling 

sta ll d, dropping very quickl y ,1nd giving me 
th impression oi stand ing vert i ·al ly in the sky. 
Although I hJve spun many gliders, I couldn't 
be liev ~ the feeling you get when you do it 
in an open primary; it's so h<.nd to describe 
you just have to experience it' 

Sudden wing-drop 
During the wing-drop, I had applied opposi te 
rudder and eased the stick forward so the 
rotation stopped after les. than half a turn 
- but it felt a whol lot longer- and I eased 
out of the d ive without gaining much speed 
or losing much height. lt was at this point 
that I understood why m ny old photographs 
show primaries with their noses stu k in the 
ground after fail d bungy launches ... 

Fortunately, .peed and height were usually 
low when the wing-drop happened, so most 
pilots were not s riously injured. Wingtip 
washout to prevent sudden w ing drop when 
stal ling wa n't introduced until about ten 
years IJter. The SG-38, for instance, has a 
very gentle straight-on st,1 ll, resulting in on ly 
I ight damage when the much better sprung 

and damped skid hi ts the round.Fiying the 
Zi.igling in the 'normal ' sp ' d range, b t een 
55 , nd 6Skm/h, it flf~s agreeably and reacts 
wel l, but you need big, unamhiguous ·"ntrol 
inputs. The small orrecti on we mak in 
today's glider are simply ignored by the 
primary. But this i the way th ings had to be 
bJck then because, wi th the single-se< ter 
imtruction method pupils on their first flights 
would have lost control of a mach ine which 
responded to ach litt le control input. 

Aileron movement cre<1ted lots of drag at 
slow speeds, more than the small, all-moving 
rudder could compensate (or. Differential 
aileron movements to reduce th is eff ·t, 
where the 'down' control surfa e has less 
deflection than the one going up, did not 
become common unti l 1934. You cou ld also 
clearly feel how each control movement 
killed the glider's pc.rforrn<1nce, so I tried to 
use them sparingly. ~ 

With no thermals about to try the soaring 
ability, it soon became apparent as I looked 
below that it was time to think about landing. 
Given this rn<:rchine's performa nce, or lack of 

Leather straps hold the pilot's feet on the rudder pedals: instruments are not standard All-moving rudder is too small to compensate for the large amount of aileron drag 
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75 YEARS AGO 

< 

~, it, the c ircuit would have to be along th 
<Jirfield perimeter. On base I reckoned 
I needed tu incr ase >P ed to 70km/h before 
turning on to iin<J I, <J nd I would 5-turn to 
lose w hat surplus h · ight I h<Jd. I could h,we 
sid 's l ipped, but I got the impression that the 
01 en iuselage fram work would resu lt in 
abso lute! no drag increas 

The asi st we1y to get a Zi:igling clown is 
to push the ·tick fo rwa rd a I itLie: the slightly 
increased speed ra ises th ~ airfram lrag so 
mu hit 's like having ai rbrak s. I reLkoned it 
wou ld be best to keep this ste p <Ji titude 
until almost on the ground because the 
unobstructed v iew trom the pilo t's seat can 
mak you flare too . (JOn - and I cert ainly 
didn't want to add il n w Zi:igl ing ·rash 
photo to the many hi to ri . ones ... 

C los> to the ground I levelled oii and the 
skid tou ·hed soflly, bringing us to J hJ it after 
J short slide. St pping doesn't mean the 
flight is quite ov r, though, as th ' pilo t has to 

ZOGLING 

Steve Long/and 

suppress the reJction to put a foot on the 
ground to try to pr v nt the w ing going down. 
Instead, when the stick has to be moved 
towards (not clW<ly from, <IS the USUal reaction 
would be) the dropping w ing to prevent the 
dileron tip being damJged by the ground. 
.Jr ha also tu be taken when opening th 

h<~ rn ss lock - if you forget to hold on to the 
seat or the leather hwndle, you are be 
dumped un eremoniously beside the g l icier 
in front o f a smi rk ing retrieve rew ! 

A lthough th Zi:igling isn't as 'p rf et' as 
later primaries such as the SG-38 (Jiso built 
in GB as the Eo1 Primary) or the British 
Slinnsby T- 8 Grasshopper, thi s gl ider 
<~ppe;:~rs to have b en a safe and easy to fl y 
trainer for its tim ' - as long a you km!p the 
speed up and Jre aware of how quick ly it 
loses height. If you ever gel the chance to try 
Jn o ld primary, do it and join the thouszmd 
of others w ho lea rned to fl y this w<~y. 
Tlvmks, Lazlo ior the opportuni ty. 

Building a pnmary glider, almost certainly a Z6gling, at Beacon Hill Aerodrome in Essex in 1936 
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TRANSPONDERS 

Fransois Van Haaff, who is the 
Technical Officer (Airspace & 
Equipment) of the European 
Gliding Union, gives a simple, 
Europe-wide view of the pros 
and cons of transponders 

TO START OFF w ith a b it o f history: 
tramponders, the airborne part of 
Secondary Surveillance Rad<J r (SSR), 

were fi rst develop 'd to enh<Jnce primar)' 
radar. Primary radar, which we all know from 
its impressive antennas seen rolJting at 
airports (for approach control) o r sometimes 
in the middle o l th e? countryside (for long 
r;m ge surveillance) was developed during 
\1\iorld War Two. 

Strong pulses in the ordt:r of <J megJ-Wa tl, 
bundled in J nJrrow beam, proved to be 
reflected by aircraft. This gives a weak (but 
~trong enough) signa l in the rJcla r receiver, 
w hic-h i~ tu rned on immediately after each 
pu lse has been transmi tted <Jnd w hich 
obviously uses the ,ame ant nna to "hear 
better" . The azimuth (geograph ical d irecti on) 
o f the antenna and the time interva l between 
transm ission of each puis and the reception 
of the reflected en rgy del rm i ne the 
Jzimuth and d istance of the aircraft. 

U nsurpri singly, th is w orks well with 
Boeing 747s, but the meta l and w iring in 
gliders often reflect enough energy to let 
the glider show on the rad r screen a a 
" bl ip" as well. 

Th is is fair enough, but there are twn 
important things n1 iss ing. One is the identit 
o f the Jircraft, the oth -•r is its alti tude. D uring 
\1\io rlcl War 11 , th erefur , IFF (Identification 
Friend or Foe) was dev is cl, later developed 
further fo r c ivil appl ications as "SSR". 
A military version w ith specia l fu n lions is 
still extensive!)' used as IFF. 

Primary radar is a passiv system, because 
the w eak refle tions on ths skin and other 
metal p.:1rt~ of the Ji rcraft are detected on the 
ground. SSR lrJnspunders <J ·tively reply to 
interrogations w i th re iJti v ly . trong pulses of 
up to 500W. Apart from the information co n­
lJ ined in the reply pulses, these relat ively 
strong sign<1 ls give a much bet ter radar p i -
ture. In almost all modern rada r systems, th 
primary and secondary radar returns arc 
detected, c:ombinecl and tracked in soph isti­
ca ted Jlgorithms, so that, for instance, t·he 
heading can also he derived <t nd shown o n 
the screen. l' reviouslv, the contro ller had to 
either ask the p ilot f~r his he<Jding or watch 
the <Jfterglow oi the hlips on his> reen. 

Modes 
All interrogations arc made on 1 03D 1v1Hz, 
<t ll repl ies on 1090 MHz. There are lour 
ways oi in tN rogating, called M odes. \!Vhen 
interrogated in Mode A an .1ircr<1ft is asked 
for h is identity, w hen interrogated in Mode C 
he is asked for hi s J llitudc. The Modes Band 
D <Jre nol used . The c iv il M ode A co incides 
with the mili tary Mod 3 . That is why Mode 
A is o ften cn l lecl Mode 3/A . 

Sailplane & Gliding 



00 
The replies ar cal led Codes. The Mode A 

Code is set in the cockpit in fou r digits, the 
Mode C ode automaticillly trilnsmits the 
alti lud , w ith l OLL! hPa as the reierence 
pressure, just like in f'light Levels. 

Coupling a dedicated Mode A Code to J 

flight plan ill lows the controller to see the 
callsign oi a pi!rticula r aircrJit directly on his 
screen. 1'vlode C does the ame ior him w ith 
the illt itude. Together wi th the heJding, 
derived from the lrilcking algorithm, we h<1ve 
now enormously improved the iniormation 
avaiiJblc to the rJdJr controller on his 
·creen. Thi explains why transponders 
without Mode C can no longer be ac epted. 
We also begin to undersldnci why controllers 
don't like to give clearances to J ircrait 
(in luding gliders) that do not cm y a 
trJnsponcler. 

In motorisc•d aircrc1ft the altitud is usua ll y 
deri ved irom the Jltimetcr (independent oi 
the altimeter setting) or from a sepJrate 
altitude coder, the so-ca lled blind encoder. 
Tiw Light AviJtion SSR Transponder (LAST), 
which we will discuss later, hJs its own, 
built-in Jlti tud -• coder. 

Th •re is now a new development, Jl led 
Mode S. The 'old' Mode NC has a few prob­
lems. Because of increasing commer ·ial traf­
fic (douhl ing in ,1hou1 15 years) there is now 
J lack of Mode A codes. A lso, the 1090 
MHz repl y frequency is becoming SJtura ted, 
w ith two typical subsequent problems: g,lr­
b ling, which means th<Jt the reply pu lso 
tr,lins from more than one aircraft upon one 
interrogation 111 <1)' overiJp, sometimes 
cdusing coniusicm, ,1nd ' fru it', replies 
received on the ground from 1rans1 under 
that were inte1Togatcd by other interrogators 
on the ground. The t,ra rbling problem has 
b<?en ,1mply shown during tests in Fr<Jnce. 

1V\ode 5 w ill solve this. In ModeS (S for 
S(• lective) every ,1 ircrait has its wn address 
- the so-ca lled ICAO 24 bits Jdclress- so 
that every aircrJ ft Gin be interrog<lted 
individually. \Nhen all are interrog;Jted on 
Jfter the other viJ their own Jddress, there 
w ill be n() 1090 MHz sa turation problem 
Jny mor Jnd the code shortage, garbling 
and fruit problems w ill be over. 

In its Elementary Surveillanc mode, 
which pplies to VFR flight, b<t ically the 
rea l callsign (ra ther th,~ n ,, fou r-d igi t code) 
will be transmitted, plus the altitude. 
In Enhanced SurveiiiJnce, for ommercial 
traffi , a lot more data are transmitted. 

All this wi ll improve the rada r picture 
enormously again. lt wi ll he cle<1r that Mode 
S is sensible and inevitalJie, Jl least in the 
so-cJIIecl "Cor Area" of Europl~ (l:lel >ium, 
part of [ ngland, a part of France, GennJny, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands and 
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or bad? 
SwitzeriJnd). ll means a new gener<J tion of 
transpond >rs, yes, and they w i ll be mor 
expensive, but not thil t much. 

Mode 5 transponders ilUlomaticJ IIy 
fu nction like Mode A/C: trJnsponcler when 
interrog<1ted in Mode A/C, so Mode S 
tra nsponders include NC: functionality. All 
in <111, Mode NC transponders w ill soon be 
outdJted in the core JrcJ oi Europe. They 
should nu longer be bought there. 

The dates from which Mod S transponders 
c1re mandatory ;ne pub lished in nationJI 
AICs, but generall y speJking March .1 1, 
2005 is the elate for new installations Jcross 
Europe (but UK readers should also see the 
se ·tion about transponders in L 1rr \Nith<JII's 
article, Gliding and UK Airspace, on p4:2 ). 
Ex isting Mode NC rransponders mJy in 
g ' n ral be used until MJrch 31 , 2008. A 
[urocontrol spec imen AIC gives guidelines. 
Most nationa l AIC~ can hE' consul ted on 
the vorious Civil AviJtion Authority (CAA) 
wehsites. The Eurocontrol specimen AIC Gill 
be consulted on the Eurocontrol website, in 
the context of the Mode 5 programme. 

ACAS 
Refore we go on, another consicler<ltion 
must be mentioned: the Airborne Colli sion 
Avoidance System (ACAS). The Amcrie<1n 
production version is ca lled Tra ffi c Collision 
Avoidance System (T(J\5). The IJtcst version 
b TCAS-7. A ircraft equipped with ACAS 
(most IFR ilying/commerci<J I aircr,lft) 
interrogate all aircraft w ith M ode A/ ' or 
Mode S transponders in their vicinity, 
deriving a picture from this and warnings 
when their own trajectory is in conflict w ith 
the trajectory of another Jircraft. If neces~a ry, 
fi rst ly a Trafiic Advisory (TA) warning is 
generated. Secondl y, ;md only if necessary, 
this is fo llowed by a Resoluti on Advi ·ory 
(RA), advisin' the pilot to climb or descend. 
Although A S sometimes gives alarms 
unnecessari ly, it has proven its worth as a 
back-up to Air Traffic Control. A typ ical 
example is an aircraft 1 that desc ncls to 
Fl.230 while air ·rail 2, on an opposite 
heading, climbs to FL220, but overshoots 
th<Jl level. The pilot of Jir ·raft 2 may react 
in time, but a warning here may save lives. 
A probl em w ith ACAS shows when ther is 
VFI< traific below a busy TMA. Aircraft in 
that TMA may well be cleJred to descend 
to the lowest level of the TMA, below which 
there may well he VFR traffic. In pr<~cti ce, 
so mJny false aiJrms are triggered that 
sometimes the VFR lrJffic is ask d to switch 
its trJnsponders off. 
ACAS Jlso works with Mode NC Jnd even 
b tter w ith Mod • 5 transponders. One can 
imJgine that it is s nsih le for Vr:R Jirnaft in 

Jn environment w ith dens IFR trafiic to 
ca rry J transponcler. This may hJppen 
typ ica ll y in Class E airspace. What must h > 
don then is to anJiyse where anci when the 
IFR traffic densi ty rises Jbove an acceptable 
level. O u1· Clu thoriti s ' m reluctant to 
make such <Jn a n<~ lysis. The uoocl o ld "sec­
and-avoid" principle w ill do in the rest of 
the airspac concern ' d. lt is qu stion, bl e, 
to say the least, whether this shoulci ~1 
<1pply to fast military jers. 
ICAO Annex 6 stales in 6. 19: "Al l aeroplanes 
sha ll be equ ipped with a pressure-altitude 
reporting tr<1nsponder which operates in 
accordance w ith the re levant rrovisions of 
Annex 10, volume IV." \1\ie note here that 
this refers to deroplanc.s, not gliders. t\ note 
slil tes: "This provision is intend ·cl to improv 
the efl'ectiv n , s of air tr,l ffi c s>rvic s JS well 
as airborne collision C~voi clanc sy t ms.'' 
That is fair enough, but f r too gt>neral to I I 
it appl y to gliders in Jll Class E <J irspa e, for 
instJnce. To do that, J good a n<:~ l y ·is of the 
situation is justified. 

What about suitability for gliding? 
Th<J t depc·nds. There Jre several factors to 
consider, li ke size and cost, csp ,c i ~l l in cases 
where there is only the usual 7 Ah b<:~ttery 
and li ttle room. EUROCAE, the European 
orga ni s<~tion fm airborne equipment, has 
laid clown spec iiications for the Light 
Aviat ion S5R TrJnsponder (LAST). The EGU 
helped to drJw these up. Sev<'r<l l firm~ are 
working on LASTs (a of February 2004) ,md 
one firm, Filser, is mark ting i ts TRT-600. 
lt must b r merniPrcdJh<:~t developing J 
transponcl r is one thing, h ~wing it ·ertifi ecl 
to a Joint Technical St.1ndard rei r (ITSO) 
of the JAA (soon Ef\SA) is J nothl~r. Details 
of the Becker, Dittel, Fi lser .~ncl Garr cht 
products < n be found on their websites. 

The LAST i> Jn ICAO-compliJn t ModeS 
transponder of a mal l size (usua lly w ith 
the stanciJrd S7mm diam ter front'). Th ­
specifications< I low three v rsions: a full y 
portnhl one, a version for cracll m Junting 
(where severa l gliders an hav .radles and 
w iring ior a lim ited number oi tra nsponders, 
as cJn be done with some VHF radio J, 
<1nd a versi n for iixed mounting. The LAST 
also has a low power suppl)' cap<J city 
warning system. 

The cost of the LAST is in the order oi 
EUR 2500, <Jn JntcnnJ EUR 200, ex VAT. 
However, we must not forget the cost oi 
instcl llation, depreciJtion Jnd c.spc i,1lly the 
yea rly or twU-)'l'drly technical check. 
TechnicJI checking is a sp~~c i ,1l job \,vith 
speciJ I equ ipment, wh ich is not cheap. 
There are plans for so-ca lled rJmp le t uni ts, 
wh ich can be used by approved glider radio > 
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>- technicians. One ramp test could be used 
by specialists from several clubs. The firms 
wh ich develop LASTs Jr - ,ware of this 
probltm. For the time bei ng, professional 
firms wi 11 have to b ' asked to do the checks 
on the spot or to do bench tests (with the 
transponder out of the g lid r) in their offices. 
In the latter case, usually a separZJ te check of 
th > w iring must st ill be done in the gl ide.r. 

There arc other ZJspects, too. First of all , 
there is the question of the optimJI positi on­
ing of the antenna. A transpond r, like any 
tr<Jnsmittinglreceiv ing device, on ly works 
properly wi th a well-placed antenna. Th;1t 
w ill normJII y be at the underside of the 
fuselag because of 'visibility' ior surveil ­
lance. The best piJCc is supposed to be 
d >terminecl by the manufacturer of the glider 
and to be tested in the Jir, but up to now 
(Febru<J ry 2004) only DG provides an tennJ­
mounting instructions. Be aware that a 
transponder antenn<J, wh ich is about Bern 
long (cl penclent on th type), rnJy protrude 
far enough below the underside of the 
fuselage to be damaged when the fuseiJge is 
ro lled into the trailer. 

Then there is the questi on of th in fluence 
oi rildi,l tion on the human body. The ntenna 
wil l normally be on o r two meters aw,ly 
from the body of th pi lo t(s) . Experi 'llC 
shows that it is very unlikely that harm 
is don . Fortun <J t 'l y tlw av rage power 
transmitted is only a fraction of il Watt. 

L< st but not least, ther is th probl m oi 
power consumption. As long J · de is 
not universa lly u eel, th number of interro­
gat ions wi ll remJ in high or even very high, 
depending on the number of ril dar stations 
on the ground. A high interrogation rate 
means a high reply rate, and thus a high 
power consumption. In the o re area oi 
Europe this w ill o ft 'n be th case, resulting 
in J current drawn of up to 1 A ill 1 2 V. lt 
goes without saying that our batteries cil n't 
st-cmd that for v ry I ng . The intcrrog,ltion 
r<J te hou ld g down dr<;~st i cil ll y. however. 
aiter M odeS has been fullv introduced 
(200fl)? Oft n solar panel ~ Jre mentioned, 
and they can help, but they J re unable to 
deliver 1A as yet. lso J r 'a ll y flush mount­
ing is n 'XI to impossible, let alone when one 
considers types like the good o ld K-6. 

Operational aspects 
W e Jll know how airspJce av<J ililble for 
cross-country gliding- Jnd even to loca l 
soJ ring ii you happen to live in a bad spot 
- is c losing in upon us. In short, it can be 
sa id that priorit y is given to commercia l 
tr,l l'fic. The air iorces arc not even such il 
problem, beca u~e they Willlt to continue to 
be c1llowed to fl y relatively low and VFR. 

A typicJ I trend is the conversion oi Class E 
ai rspace into Cl:lss D or 'ven Class C " to 
protect IFR lrafiic bettt'r" . First o f all we must 
query the size of new, upgrJdecl airspace. 

ext we must make sure that w e can h,1Ve 
.1ccess to ,1 11 Class D and Class · ~1irsp<:1ce 
by ,1sking for J c learance. If such c lei.lmnce 
is bluntly refused, which uniortunately 
happens, we rnust iile comp laints viJ our 
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national organisation<;. \Ne must understand, 
on the other hand, that Jn air traffic con­
troll er who is responsible for a f ir amount 
of IFR traffic wi l l on ly be able to give J 
c l~a rance if we carry a transponder, and 
we must also underst<:md that gliders are 
a difiicult sort of VFR traffic. We rarely 
maintain a heJding o r i.l n al ti tude. 

Things become different when ·ontro lled 
airspace concerned is limited in ize. In th t 
cas w w ill be in thJt il ir -pnce for a lim ited 
Jmount of time, and normally on <1 iairl 
predict,1 ble pJth. As long as w rP 
competent in our RJT th 're need not be any 
problem, , nd the Iran pond r needs to be 
switched on on ly for an equal ly short time. 

There are other possibilities. The Gerrmn 
ideil oi th Transponcler Mandatory Zone 
(TMZ) is a good compromise, for instance. 
No c learan e is needed to cross a TMZ (so 
no RITJ as long a the transponder is active. 
This solu tion typica lly appl ies to less busy 
CTRs and TMAs. Then there is the Swed ish 
idea oi b locks of ai rspace thilt Ciln be 
opened upon a telephon e c,1 ll. f\ last. good 
possibi lity is to agree on Jreas that only 
require J clearance or just a transpond r 
(the TMZ rrin ciple) dt certa in times. Th is 
typicall y Jpr lies to some mil it<J ry Mcas. 

Al l these Gspects must be discussed w ith 
the national authorities. Sometimes the 
;JUthorities J re politica ll y driven, so that they 
don ' t want to listen. Here on ly patience 
may help. 

The last aspect is our own inter st in cJr­
ry ing a trJnsponder. Since the M ontpel lier 
(FrJnce) "mid-air" sec mber 2000-
January 2001, Call i. i ln at Montpellier, p29) 
many glider pilo ts rea li se that a tra nsponder 
a) helps you to be seen by ACAS-equ ipped 
IFR traflic just li ke an electronic strobe light. 
Jncl b) to obtain J clea rance' where tha t 
no rmall y is refused. 

Looking to the future 
A promising new system is coming: ADS-13 
(AutomJt ic Dep ndenl Surveillilnce­
l:lroildcJst). In ADS-8 ai rcraft transmit their 
own positi ons, , s derived on -boZJ rd (so not 
via radJr on the ground) to all who are 
interested, inc luding ATC. One can imagine 
that thi s is ide<J I for w ell-equ ipped aircraft 

over areas w here there is little o r no radar 
coverage. Because we often hilve GPS 
already, one would think that this is ideal 
fo r us too, but as usua l there are pra tica l 
problems. 

The first one is the dJta tr< nsmission 
medium. There ar three ba i pos~ibilities. 
The first one, VDL-4 (VHF Data Link type 4), 
uses VHF channels, the second, UAT 
(Universa l Access Transceiver), use 
frequencies in the U H F bZJnd, and the th ird 
uses the ModeS reply irequen y of 1090 
MHz, in w hat is called 1090 Extended 
Squitter (I 090 ES). In the first c:ase. some 
VHF chJn ncls are used for the ADS-8 
data link. Apart from the shortage of VHF 
channels (that i why the new 8.33 kHz 
system is being introduced) we will not 
readil y accept an thcr generation of 
equipment on board aiter w have been 
ob liged to <lCCept transponders. UAT is not 
compatibl with th o European frequency 
allocation system. 10 0 E. would be the 
simplest system to ac -ept in th is r p et, but 
it w ould mean a serious addition to our 
LAST Then there is the fact that ADS-B v ia 
VDL-4 or UAT is not compatible with ACAS. 
No, interesting as it seems, ADS-B is not for 
us now. Still its developments deserve to be 
foll ov ed c losely wit h regard to th iuture. 
W e Jr doing that in Europe t\ ir Sports and 
the -GU. 

Wh<ll is loser Lo us, and a imple addi tion 
in principle, is the possibility to let our LAST 
transm it ('squitter') our GPS -o-ordinates for 
tracking purposes during competi tions. This 
possibility is known in th e industry. ll is a 
subject that is being fo llowed up. lt wou ld 
make the LAST a lot more ace ptable to us. 

Abbreviations and acronyms 

A " \~ ;\irhorne ( ol li H) n 1\votdance ystcm 

ADS-H .•\uwm,lfic Depenclenl Survcill•nce-

Bro.Jdcv.sJ 

AI · .-\eron.lll l iLJI lniornhllion CirLliiM 

.'\TC A ir Tr,tffit Contmi.J 

CAA iv1l Avlal ton Aulhnrily 

CTR Control Zone 

EASA EtlfO J an Aviation ,If et)' i\gency 

I:GU ( ur p ~n Gliding Un ion 

1: ExiPncled Squitt ·r 
EUKU0 \ E European rganisalion ior i vil t\v i<~lion 

Cqttipnwnl 

GPS Glnuvl Posil iuning s1n11 

IFF lclenl iitC<Jtion 1-riC!nd t1r Fne 

IFR lnslrumenl Fh •hi Kuks 

)AI\ Jo 1111 Avi<JIIOn f\ ulhoril ies 

)T 0 join! TPchniCill 'tJnrlJ rd rdN 

LJ\ST Ligh• J\vi;llion S R Tr,HbpwHier 

1-!.>\ R solution Adv1 ory 
SSR Sl..<eondary Surveillance l{adar 

M Traffic ;\len 
TCAS 1rafiiL Colli>i n Avoitbnce Sysl<'ffi 

TMJ\ TerminJI Area 

TMZ Tr,lllS[londer M<~nddlory Zone 
UAT Univer all\ ·cess I ran": ,,iver 

\1/\T VJiue Added Tax 

VDL VHf DJIJ Link 

VFR Visual t=Jigh1 Rules 

VHF Very lligh Frequency 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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PLATYPUS 

Soaring up the learning curve 

ON E of the mo51 educat ion;1l experi ences of 
my glidi ng career was in 1988 when I did 
the same mode I 170km tri angle tw i e in 
th , me aftern on: once w ith a Lasharn 
fri nd w ho came along for the ri d , and who 
was far too poli te to offer <Jny cr iti ism, and 
one , w ith Bri an Spreckl ey, whose criti c ism 
I urgentl y des ired. AI thi s stage I h:1d owned 
th e AS H 25 for a few weeks and wa. getting 
used to th e new toy. Bri an had only the 
previ ous ye,lr become \Norld ( hJmpion in 
th e 15 m Racing Class; his mornin g mJster­
cl, sses at le Blilrll ·houlcl have been turned 
intu J video or ,1 book. You ca n indeed lea rn 
a lo t Jt a desk, but there is no substitute for 
being in the air w ith the guru . 

Pining for parana 

The first thing Kri ;m told me was that I was 
thermJIIing th e ASH 25 " li ke a wooden 
glider." I was fl ying lrcc ti orh1 11 y c1bove th e 
st:1ll. Modem pl ,1stic needed to he fl own 
fJster; if I banked Jt 45° in bubb ly air 
I needed SS kt. This speed felt disgustingly 
f ~s t to one brought up on porJn<1-pinc 
plywood, hut I wJs <1 lot less likely, upon 
hi th ng a nega ti ve gust or pJtch of ~ ink , to 
be waftli ng in a semi-stall ed sta te, w ith th e 
ailerons barely biling the air, for several 
se nd - during whi h time th e co re of the 
therma l ha I slip eel by end sneakil y hid 
its- If somewh ·r b hind my I it armpiL 
I wns al. o more li kely to be welcome in 
future mpetiti on gJ gl · if I could keep 
the glid •r unstall ecl, and unci r ontrol, 
at <~ llti m>s. 

1vloreover I had for 30 yea rs siJv ishl y 
fo llowed Th e Soa rint: Pilot by Ann & Lorne 
Welch and Fr,1nk lrving. Wrill en in the cl ays 
when Skylark 3s and O lympias were the 
best soaring machines one could buy, th e 
firs t edition oi thi s grea t work enjoined us to 
centre by strJightcni ng up completely for J 

few seconds on spec ific head ings whi ch 
woul d shift the circ le towards th · core. 
Now, w ith 84 feet of heavy w ing, it took a 
lot of effort and time to level the w ings from 
45" to 0" then whJck it back aga in to 45. 
Over sever I hours it would get tiring. 
it was better to make smaller ch<lllg s in 
bank - 20 degrees or so, and to tighten up 
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Js one passes the cmc:, while ens ing off bank 
as one fee ls the lift increwsing. The Hc: lrmrt 
Rci chrnann book Cross-country Soaring 
described t.hat more modern method. 
At steep angles of bank, the ti ghtening and 
eas ing-off is I. rgely done by the clcvJ tor 
anyway, and th <t t is less tiring than milssive 
hanges in th e Jngl of bank. 
When I exa mined the statist ics from th e 

Peschgt'S fli ght-computer - nothing so 

A turning-point 
in my thinking 

comprehensive ,ls the stuff one gets from 
GPS loggers today, I am <tfrili d - I found that 
although I deviated much furth er from track 
on the s ond tour, my Jvera •c rat · of 
climb, ross-country spe cl < nd chieved 
glide angle were <J II about 20'1., b >tter. 

Of course, the clav cnuld have be n 
improv ing sine my' first lime around the 
tri anglE., but I don't think th,l t was it at all . 
At one point I was dri ving Jlong in a 
determined fash ion pas t a buxom blonde 
cu-nim with a very dark, tirm bottom (a b it 
like one of Beryl Cook's cheerful ldcli es) <l ncl 
Bri an sa id, "How mu ch do you think th e 
cloud over 0 11 the ri ght is generating!" 

Postscript: Some diverting numbers 

LI\TER on I did <omc· c,?!nJ /, 1/ions ,!/)Out how stroll!! 

.I therm;] / you needed to mJkf' cl ,!;iV('fl clll10U/1( Q( 

rliver~ion from track d C ptdlJ it-'. I \vorked op the findin,:.; 

thar I collected over mJny years, that <~cllic•v< ·rl cm<l 

country speed is more or less propurti mllo th!' ;quare 

root oi th<' av,.rag<• raw uf dim !> . So if FrPrl r/im!Js thrPt~ 

times f.1;1er rhan Pete hi- c:ross-coun lr) . peer! will ue 

70'Y., t ~ l $tc•r, 1/1(• mn t o(l hree heing 7. 7. Th.Jt ,tssumptit HI, 

coml1inecl with d .'flot o( school !Joy triguno llli 'tf) ~ givt•; 

us ,1 simp le t •. 1b lc. (// ,1/.<o inciden tally ju.<tifie the 

c:un'l tnon /)r.tc.:t ic(' of S ({L~t1ring the cToo:;t;;- CQUII try sp ·rl 
when C.J!Lu/,_/ting speed point_..,. in cwnpelttions.! 
J /( 1f(' ,)((' SU/17(' :::,dmpJe TC'!::> Ufts: 
4 If I he thcrm,1/ oJi to one <;; ir/(' i:\ 5(rX~ better th.m whti t 

you C'XJJf'Cf to,!.!('/ IJy BOing straight ()n, thc•n .l rlc•vi.-ltion 
of J ~ " i~;. wurlh whih· 

lithe th(•rrnal otl" tu r.me side i::t twice .1s ,!j00d " -' wh~ll 

you L').'J)f'Ct to ,t.:('/ /Jy ;;oing str,1 ight on, then .1 d<:vitllion 

o( ..J ') ' is worth while 

. /(ih(' tfltYm<i/ vlf" to UIIL' ~idC' i!- (our time.'! ,IS good , JS 

wh.1t you f'XJU.:'<-1 tu tWlhr r:;oin.~ _~dr. l it:ht w1. then ,J 

r/Pvialion o( bO is worth while 

" I clunno, maybe six knots" 
"Then w hy dren't we using iL?" 
A very reasonJblc que ti on, _ ince thP 

over;:J II aver;1g so fa r had h n not much 
abov 3kt. So I diverted over I<) it and sUI-c 
enough, got a hea lthy 6kt to cl oudbnsc. 

I had been fi xa ted on sti ck ing to track and, 
Scrooge-1 ike, begrudged the loss of cross­
country speed incurred by ,1 ny deviati on of 
much more th an 15'' . 
Best of all, in those two hours Hri <1 n made 
me use my brJin harder th an I hild done on 
any cross-country before. Since the fi rst turn ­
point was the town [ f Dcscarte-s- which ;15 

ynu all know is the name of one of the 
world 's grea test think rs - th at was onl y 
appropriate. 

Thi s se,l son, try to s roung < cross-country 
in J two-seater w ith fe llow- lub-member 
who is a lot better than yourse lf. If i t's some­
one arti culate w ho ca n exp lain what th e 

ho i es ,He and why dec ision X is pr-eferab le 
to dec ision Y, vou're in luck. o for it. 

Just one pi <:·Ce of ildv icc : i( thin gs go 
pea r-shaped and you land out, don't ask 
th e expert as you undo your ham ss, "Jim, 
wh at exactly woul d have been so wrong 
with dec ision Y? " Nobody's perfec t, and 
it could be <I ll <1wful long.-.va it. 

You rnight s.1y thr orc:. 1sions th.l( just it}' ,, tlt·1Vicl tion o1 

6U" must hardly ""er h.1ppcn - but they tJC w < mJ>Idntl)' 

in th e H et .md w indy isles. Wh<•n the very be.>t you 
can expect i vou press grimly ahc.1d is ha/( a knut, thC'n 

that >hy /i ttft • two-kflCIIt •r IIIJVI'ri!lg Oil /he JlCri/'hery 

~J( your tJc lrl o( vision _.,ur/denly hc·c-oi11C .... ,, ravi~hin,g 

(JC\Wiy - or lh;~t is ho<V you ought tu ;c<• it. A Einstein 

(f'n1 mi'.:inp in c·x.lfu:.d r ompanv thi .... rnontll J :. o~ id "lt\ 
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follow four- and six- lane highways 

No-brainer navigation 
or Follow that pigeon! 

\Nhen I went to an Ancient SeJI ol Learn ing 
I read Philosophy Jnd British ConstitutionJI 
History and heavy stuff like that. So I was 
enormously envious when I d iscovered th<lt 
if I'd gone to a Cerman university I could 
have been d sinning, bu ilding and l'lying 
gliders as part of my academic grind. 
(I suppose if you fail your degree they just 
shovel eilrth over the hole. ) ow I am 
delighted to hear that Oxford is catching up 
and having aviation-related fun, no doubt at 
the taxpayer's expense. A group of scientists 
at the Zoology Dept have spent 10 years 
discovering that our pigeons don't navigate 
by the sun, but prefer to follow iour- and 
six-lane highways. 

Don 't bring up th obvi u fact that we 
have no un in Britain. n1at wou ld be 
regarded as a frivolous exercise in point­
scoring - apparently bees navigate by 
polarised light so they can work out where 
the sun is even when it's cloudy; pigeons 
should have bigger brJins than bees - though 
one wonders sometimes- and should be 
able to locate the sun's position despite thick 
ov re, ·t if they wanted to. But they don't 
want lo. They prefer a ro, d, even one that 
takes th m 20"1., further than they need to 
go. Whi h goe to pruv, my thesis thJt intel-
1 tuallazine·· is much more powerful force 
in our li ve~ th<Jn physica l sloth. Almost ;,ny 
torment i · b lt 'r than having t think . O r 
they have work cl out a little tabl l ike the 

breeding of homing vultures 

April - May 2004 

one opposite, in which the key variable is 
the saving in brain-pain. 

\!\I hat is remarkable is th,l t each pigeon in 
these tests arriecl tecnsie little GPS w ith 
loggers and batteries- the tot<J l weight ol 
the machinery being 18 grammes, or less 
than two-thirds of an ounce. My first GPS 
and logger, bought from Zulu Glasstek in 
"1992, weighed 30 times more and would 
have needed :1 vulture in fight ing (ie pre­
lunch) trim to lift it. 

I say~ the breeding o( homing vultures 
woulrl he a hobby to make the ne ighbours 
think and get yourseli talked al>out, would 
il not? But I digress. (Yes, you do; get on 
w ilh it - Ed.) 

I am currently trying to fi nd out how they 
-the scient'ists, not the pigeons- min iaturised 
al l that kit. I <Jssume it cannot have been 
too expensive, since they equipped 50 birds 
in this fash ion, and some of it was bound 
to go <Jstray. On the other hand perhJps 
it rea lly was expensive ilnd helps explain 
why Oxford's finances are so dire. 

This story of J.ligeons' Jmazing abilities 
w.1s slightly spoilt by the simultaneous 
reports of two Bri tish birds (not ilmong those 
equipped w ith GPS loggers, sad ly, since 
their traces would have been sensational ) 
going vast distances off track: one. of them 
was found wanderi ng around c1n army base 
in Iraq, which was not its destination; the 
other, qu ite unable to find England when 
re leased just 2 ·1 mi les Jway at ala is (not an 
insuperable task- even I could do that on a 
clear day) ended Uf.J in New York, and dfter 
making a b ig hi t with the local media came 
back on Briti:h Airways. Strangely neit·her of 
them responded when addressed a "))." 

vVhat ha thi . got to do w ith the noble art 
of soaring? Well, not a lot, but a Prof ssor 
A lien wrote to The Times immediat ly 
after the O xford report , me out in that 
distinguished rgan (which, by the wJy, the 
Americans hav the cheek to refer to as The 
London Times) ami said that in his opin ion 
the pigeons wer using the M 1 not to 
navigate but a J source of thermals, which 
were set off by great quantities of asphalt 
<Jnd concrete. This was too good an 
opportun ity to miss, ,1nd I tired off a p ithy 
missive to the Editor of Th Times Js follows: 
lt is unlikely thdt p i.qeons u~ motorways as 
thermal ·ources rather as navigalional aids. 
Pigeons flap and t7y straight; they don't .soar. 
In 5,000 hours' g lidin,n, I have (ound motor­
ways of little use as thermal generators. 
Last!}~ the CPS traces you printed on 
FeiJruary ,. c/e,nly show one: pigeon follow­
ing a railway line {or som e distanc·e, and 
railways arc even less use than m otorways 
as lift .sources - though they might have been 
in the days or sleam ' 

The Times' Editor kindly J.Jrinted this piece 
o f pith, but left the exclamation mark off the 
end. The "I" had been intended to show that 
my tongue was in my cheek as I penned the 
last sentence. However. I did not get any 
ounter-correspondents writing in to 

complain that J steam locomotive could not 
possibly generate nough heJt to fund a 

subscribers had read quite enough 

usable therma l, or others saying it might 
nevertheless kick one off on J hot, sti ll day, 
Jnd yet others saying that that would he clue 
to the 1110tion of the train .:md not the ste<Jm, 
and yet others remembering distinctly seeing 
J movie cCJIIed Cloud Cuckoo, in which 
\1\ii lbur Sparrow soars from Unstable GC 
over to Africa, using the steam-clouds from 
ocean liners- forgetting that it was on ly a 
cartoon by the bril liant London G . member 
Lawrence Wright. But not a word came. 
The Editor h<ld clearly de id d that his 
subscribers he1d reacl qu ite enough about 
pigeon_- and so have you. 
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AGM AND CONFERENCE 

BGA in a changing world 
This year's conference, in the 
Association 's anniversary year, 
was the last one for long-serving 
Secretary Barry Rolfe. Helen 
Evans reports 

M ORE THAN 300 people ,lltended 
the AGM and Con ference held 
at Eastwuod Ha ll, Nottingham, on 

March 6-7, in the BCA's 75 th year. This was 
about the . a me number as last yea r, though 
two fJmiliar fa e 1wre missing: gliding's 
P<lrliamentary spokesperson, Lemi>it Opik 
MP, who hcd to attend a Liberal Democrats 
Porty Conf rence, and BGA Vice-Chairman 
M ike )ordy, < b~ent for fam ily reasons. A 
reminder of the shrinking world that we live 
in was provided by the presen e of delegates 
from all over Europe, attend ing the European 
Gliding Union's (EGU) Annual Congress. 

BGA Chairman D:wid Roberts opened 
proceedings il l 1 Oam w ith a warning. "We 
are living in interesting but also difficult 
times," he sa id. "There are lots of develop­
ments in the regulatory framework of our 
1 ort. The fundJmental purpose of the BGA 

si nce it was r constituted in 194() has been 
self-regu lation. But more Jnd more the role 
of the BCA is hanging in terms of national 
and intern<Jtional activities. We need to 
recognise that this role is absolutely crucial 
if gliding is to survive Js .1 viah l ' sport." 

Having prJised the performance of the 
British Te<1111 Jnd ca lled attention tu Barry 
Rol ie':; impending retirement, David 
appea led for more national-level volunteers 
with th time and expertise tu help the 
movement. He then handed over to BGA 
Ex cutive member John Birch to run the rest 
of thC' morning's programme, < he had to 
take part in the EGU meeting. 

The first speaker was Mike Wooii<Jrcl of the 
Fau lk Flying Foundarion,, charity that 
aims to cl velop young p ople through flight 
training. (S&G will fe,Jiure its work in a 
future issue.) Then followed a ess ion run by 
John Birch <mcl Stephen Hill seeking club 
input about th BGA "hack-up" policy for 
insp ctors/ in, tructors - a questionnair ~ on 

Pete Straiten will be the BGA Chief Executive from May 
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the subject is to be circulated to clubs. Then 
Peter Eriksen of the EGU explained some of 
the issues facing the sport in Europe. The 
morning concluded with a presentation from 
the current chairman of the instructors' 
committee, Bob Pett ifer, and former 13CA 
Chairmcln Dick D ixon on the future of the 
BGA CO<Jching operation. 

After lunch cLime the forma l business of 
the AGM for the yea r ending September 
2003. The minutes of the previous AGM 
were ,1pprov cl, <Js were the Chairman's and 
sub-committee chairmen's an nu a I reports; 
accounts for 2002-3 were also opprovecl. 
Th showed a surplus of about £79,000 
JS compJred with the pr · vious year's deficit 
of £159,000 (due to a one-off ost thJt is 
now full y pmviclecl for, said tre, surer Keith 
MJnsell ). There had be n an improvement of 
about £6,000 in in .om and a reduction of 
about £25,000 in expenses. The budget for 
the year starting October 2004 wJs also 
approved with <111 increase of per capita 
BGA subscriptions of about three per cent 
above the current year. Other increases were 
pegged at inflation, but a larger-than-usua l 
contingency fund w, planned becaus' of 
the unpredictabi lity of changes in role that 

Ted Norman of the RAFGSA has joined the BGA Exec 

might he forced upon us by the European 
AviJtion SJfety f\ gcnc:y. "We are consc ious," 
said Davicl Roberts, " that the trend of the 
13GA's role is l ikely to be changing in th is 
budget period il not bdore. We do n eel 
flex ibility and w might need to ca ll , n 
Extra rclinJry General M eting to seek 
support !or changes we would be proposing 
if they are outside a normal financial flight 
envelope". King Freeman & Co w ' re then 
reappointed as the BGA's Juditors. 

There followed the election of oiiicers: 
David, the on ly nominee, was re-elected 
Cha irmLln; no elections were required for 
Executive membership because the number 
of places exce ded the number of nominees. 
New faces are Ted Norman of the RAFGSA 
and Richard Starey of Booker. Re-ele led to 
join David, M ik , )ordy, Pa~l Hepworth, 
Doug Lingafelter, Pa tr ick Naegeli , John 
Birch, Keith Mansell and Barry Rolfe on the 
Executive Commit! oe were DianJ King and 
)on Hall. The BGA Vice Presi dents - Chris 
Simpson, Roger Barrett, Ren Wat on, Bill 
Wa lker, Don Sportiswood, Dick ixon and 
Peter Hearne- were re-ele tecl . 

David tJ1anked Phil ip Burton, Terry Slater 
and Claire Emson, who had left the Exec, for 

Richard Starey from Booker is a new Exec member 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:iunciJment.J1


Left: EGU delegates at Nottingham in March this year 

Above: Ted Lysakowski Trust winners with (front row, 

right) Steve Jones, who presented the awards: Jerry 

Pack. Anthony Claiden, tan MacArthur, John Gilbert 

and Jon Meyer. Sarah Plait, another winner, was absent 

Right: BGA Trophy winners (from left) Hugh Kinde/1 

(who was collecting one on behalf of a friend); Rod 

Witter, Richard Hood; Geralyn and Tim Macfadyen; 

Peter Baker and John Birch. Front row, from left: Jez 

Hood and Andy Oavis, both current world champions 

all their work and referred to Barry Rolfe's 
enormous contribution to the BGA (see also 
p4) before handing over to Chris Simpscln, 
senior Vice President and the first Chairman 
that Barry worked for. Chris pointed out that 
Barry had arrived at the BGA just as the first 
fibre-glass gliders appeared on the scene, 
and supervised the Association's move from 
London to Leicester - he had seen many 
changes at his time with the BGA: " Barry," 
he concluded, "has been a very loya l servant 
to eight BGA chai rmen, and to the whole 
BGA committee". Responding, Barry said 
the job had been great fun. " I would be 
remiss," he added, " if I didn't say that if 
you've got good staff working for you then 
essentially it's a doddle." (An appreciation of 
Barry 's time at the BGA by former S&G 
editor Cil/ian Bryce-Smith will appear in the 
next issue). David Roberts then added that, 
after a proper selection process, Pete Stralten 
had been appointed as Barry's successor, in 
the new rol e of Chief Executive, and wished 
him all the best in taking up the job. 

Barry then presented BGA awards (see 
below) and trophies (see right). One trophy 
not presented was the 1 ,OOOkm trophy 
conceived and donated by Peter Hearne. He 

encouraged pilots to try for it this season, 
saying he hoped there would be another 
name on it by this time next year. Yvonne 
Scu ll could not, sad ly, be present, be ause 
of serious illness, but the Bill Scull Safety 
Award went to John Hoskins. 

Ted Lysakovvski Trust awards were presented 
before two very well-received presentations, 
from hang-gliding star Judy Leden and NASA 
astronaut jerry Ross. The day concluded 
with the usual successful, full-to-capac ity 
dinner-dance. 
Wake field Trophy: Richard Hood (Cambridge) for th~ long " t 

h.lndicilppe:d di<;t<l11C..£' 750. 1 km in Jn l.S8 on May b, 2003 frnm 

Cfiln~dcn lodge L( l Samc!·sl1elcl, Bury SI Edmund .. 'vVinch(.On,bc 

.mrl Gr~n>dcn Lodgt- (a .tuol di<tonC<• 7 <>. I kml. Furlong Trophy: 

Tim Macfadyen (Bristol & Glos) Fot th , longest h;mdi i!pped 

ri <~ngJC, b2J.4krn in ;}n ASVV 20 on Au~us:t l4, :1003 trom 

N)rmpsficf(J to Bury St [dmurtds, D onG IStCr .tnd Nympsfi •Id 

(,1ctuJ I di tance (> 1 0.9km). Frank Foster Trophy: Rod Wilier 

(Denbighl For the (,.,test handk.tpped j O(l km, 110, I kmlh in 

a Duo Oiscu on IS August OOJ rrom Hicestrr to (Jillhridgc. 

Burley G.ltc·. Grafham W atc1 c111d Ulrester (Jctuill Sf led 120.5km 

120.5k11111l). California In England Cup: Rosema ry Johnson 

(Midland) For the lon)le<l hondiopp~'Ci tllght by a fcmole ptlu 

618.1 km in Jn LSA 11 S-motrel on lune I 200 1 irom I o ng Mynd 

to Lilsihlm. fiH.m1e-.. kcifington :mrl Buiford (;~ u~ll dista r 

b55.2l(m). Manio Cup: Rod Wilier (Denbighl ro, the f.l5test 

This year BGA Diplomas were awarded to (above, from left) Paul Rice, Oave Benton, Eric Boyle and /an Barnes 
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h.1ndk.1ppt.'<l H)Okm, 11 8. 1 krn/h in .1 DlJO ()i.:;cu.:;: on August 1:; 

2mn from Aiu.~l(~r lo C.unhridgt~. Hurley GJte. Gr,lihmn \1\',lh'r 

.md BicestPr (:t<Ju,_tl speed I 20. 1k.nv'hl Rex Pilche.r Trophy: Paul 

Barker (Soulhdown, DG-400), John Birch (Cambridge, Duo 

Discus T), David Saundcrs (lasham, Stemme S t 0), Richard Hood 

(CamhridgE.", LSO) for the. C.Jrlic~l Di<tmond di~t .l !KC in tlw ve.n. 

De Havilland Trophy: John IE."ffries (London) ror the mJximum 

ga in of hcisht. Volk Trophy: Geralyn Macfadyen (Bristol & C l os) 

I or the longest h:tndic~lpped ouhlnd.return, - 17 .4km in an ASV\1 

20 on IJ jun . 200.3 from ympsticld If> or.vit h ,md 

Nympsrleld t•ctu.1t dist.>n e 26.6km). Seager Trophy: Roy 

Pentecost (London) For !he longest h.lnti!Cdpped cli~ancc in tl 

IV\"'0-W.lter, 64G.C}km in ,1 Duo Discus on Augu~l. I S, l()(l) fron1 

ham to lf('flU 5.ter, u~mfalr reini. t nstUnQ, Crnlh3m Wat('l, 

Marlbor(JUR,h to LJ lwrn t..tdUd~ dist.1nce b5Y.Hkmi Goldsborough 

Trophy: Andrew Davis (Bristol & Glos) - I I . t<md.lr<l Clo~ 

L~zno - Jnd I ere my Hood (Four Counties) I $1.. _tJt'ldard Class, 

' itr,l. I ll • 1e5l·p lacL<I p ilot In raenl World Clt.lmpiunshlpo BGA 

TOOOK Trophy: i':n winners. Enigm'lfTrophy: Edward Downham 

(London) VVim1t'r of ( pen N;,ti( nnl l~1drlt•r# 14,782 point!.. Firth 

Vicke:rs Trophy: John Bridge (Cambridge) Runner-up in Opc:n 

NJtinnJI Li1dde:r, 125 19 points. l. duGarde Pt.·ach Troph)': Peter 

Baker (Cambridge) Winnl'r ol \ eck ··nd 1,1fion.•l I .1dd~ 'I 18) 

points. Slingsby Trophy: Tim Macfadyen (Bristol & Glos) Runner­

up in Weekend I .uionJI l.ndder, 8,J 01 r o ints. Spitfire Trophy: 

lan Craigic (Four Counlies} junior lacldc""' winner. 4,•U 1 point.<,. 

John Hand< Trophy: Harry Middlelon for setvi es to 

compe!ilion gliding. 

DG-1000Twith Volker Ha/be (front) and Swen Lehner 
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Paul Barker and Guy Westgate 
are on the last, 2,500km leg of 
their epic out-and-return ... 

PAUL and I were three weeks into our 
glider safari , having ach ieved our 
furthest turn point, Mt Etna on Sicily; 

we were halfway home and hungry for some 
classic racing days to romp home through 
France. 

We had cleared the Alps and slept easi ly 
at Neuchatel on the Swiss side of the long 
jura mountain range, confident that our 
parlous journey through the summer storms 
of Italy and the big mountains was finally 
over. 

The club pilots suggested that thermals 
would normally start from 11 :30 on the 
juras and advi sed us to launch to at least 
1 ,400m (4,600ft). 

We started to look for signs of convection 
to the north, but the occasional glimpse of 
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fast-moving cloud tops behind the ridge 
didn't fit our expectations of the forecast. 
The wind on the field was light, determining 
a take-off to the east, but as soon as we 
were airborne the pieces of the puzzle 
slotted into place. Rotor was suppressing 
cloud near Neuchatel, but a fearsome line of 
convergence-triggered towering cu stretched 
down the length of the mountains. 

We turned into the strong westerly. As we 
approached the first ridge above the airfie ld, 
the wind increased; a big imaginary hand 
reached down and turned on the turbulence. 
A waterfa ll of angry air was tearing down 
the cliff edge above the L'Areuse River and 
bouncing up off the va lley floor. Without 
warning the varios swung up, hitting the 
stops. We shut down the engines and in 
no time were above 7,000ft. 

The lift was short lived and in the course 
of the first half hour, the juras threw us such 
a multifarious bag of moving air that we 
were confused how to keep climbing. Paul 
mastered the angry li ft first and spiralled 
back into the mountains. I battled forward 
into the 25kt westerly to our start point 
looking for wave but got caught in the 
torrent of air and sank below the main ridge 
with nowhere to hide. I tried something 
different - a near-su icidal glide to the 
plateau beyond Travers. A few hundred feet 
above the flat fields, I found some weak lift 
that ballooned me over the lush agriculture 
until the blue touch paper caught alight and 

Left: Paul, Le Touquet; right, Guy in his DG (Mark Turner) 

I rode my first rocket therma l into the 
convergence zone. 

The line of towering cu we had seen 
before take-off had grown fatter, and was 
hoovering every tiny thermal into its ugly 
black base. The convergence system was so 
powerfu l that it was driving its own weather 
pattern, with light winds aloft. Back in 
formation, we tripped along the mountain 
chain north-east, cursing the fact that the 
)uras and lift were both pooling away from 
home. The 10,000ft cloudbase and lift zone 
was remarkably consistent and we reached 
the edge of Basel's airspace before turning 
off the convergence motorway into the blue. 

From cloudbase, we could see a solid 
edge of lower cloud 30 or 40km away into 
France. The cloudless divide was almost our 
undoing and after 20 minutes of glid ing 
through sink, we reached the next cu with 
barely enough height to turn. The strong 
westerly returned with a new malevolence, 
thrashing every weak thermal long before 
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Left: Paul crossing the Channel; above: the cu-nim that tried to race Guy to Verdun; above right: a French convergence line, below: sediment lakes near Nancy 

cloudbase. North of Luxeuil climb rates 
increased but so too did the spreadout and 
soon the sky was looking leaden and lifeless. 
The few remaining thermals carried us into a 
murky gloaming, past Remiremont and the 
Moselle River. At 4,000ft we knew we were 
on final glide but, unable to rea h airfields 
in the Meuse Valley, we backtracked to 
Epinal and its aeroclub north of the town. 

A storm was brewing and it wasn't long 
after we had tied the gliders down to the 
metal railings outside the clubhouse that 
the rain started. Paul (who had the dubious 
honour of possessing the one raincoat 
we shared) offered to hunt down food in 
the village, and returned with some soggy 
consolation pizza. 

The weather front lingered for much of the 
night and the low pressure in its wake 
brought shreds of cloud for most of the next 
morning. The forecasts for airfields north and 
west of us were ior storms with a punishing 
headwind. By 13:30, there was enough form 
in the cu to tempt us into the air but with a 
cloudbase only 2,000ft above terrain, the 
day had almost everything required for a 
good accident report. 

We both had a rocky start, climbing 
straight into a rain shower and, just as things 
couldn't get more stressful, Air Traffic 
Control demanded frequency changes and 
almost constant position reporting. As we 
passed the cobalt blue sediment lakes on 
the river south of Nancy we found some 
streeting and better climbs to 4,000ft but the 
rain was always just a thermal away. We 
declared our in tention to land at Nancy 
Malzeville where, typically, we found our 
first strong climb of the day. We were only 
an hour into the flight, and despite the wind, 
the chance of an improvement brought out 
the "push-on gremlin" in both of us. 

The larger rain-bearing clouds appeared 
isolated and the thermal streets were well 
defined. We got a new clearance from ATC 
and pushed against the crosswind north-east. 
My confidence was short lived as sheets of 

Ossuaire de Douaumont, tribute to the dead of WW1 
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rain blocked every street. Paul made good 
progress north, but was soon cal ling an 
engine start in rain and his intention to 
divert to Doncourt-Les-Conflans. I dolphined 
into wind close to a wall of rain- so close 
that the military controller advised me to 
turn away from the weather he could see 
on radar. The lift was good but a blinding 
thread of lightning off my wingtip, followed 
instantly by a deafening clap of thunder, 
was a warning I could ignore no longer. 
Nu sooner had I levelled the wings to cross 
the clear gap between streets than it filled 
with rain and I was washed from the sky. 

Paul reported that the heavy rain had 
reached his diversion field after landing 
and now the only safe option was to wait 
upwind for the storm to blow through. 
I climbed with the engine to hold but grew 
impatient, inching too close and getting a 
soa king for my troub les. As I reached the 
ci rcuit, Paul advised that the clubhouse was 
closed and we should both fly to Verdun as 
soon as the rain had cleared. I ran the Rotax 
for the fifth time that day and climbed into 
the 30kt headwind towards Verdun. 

A second line of storms was looming on 
the horizon, with one particularly large cell 
leading the pack and determined to race me 
to the field. I won the battle, but not the war, 
as it was all I could do to get the fuselage 
covers on before the heavens opened. 

Verdun, too, was closed and the only 
protection from the rain was the airfield 
control room, a tiny office with a cold ti led 
floor. Meanwhile, Paul had better luck at 

Doncourt-Les-Conflans and found a club 
member who gave him both hangar space 
and use of the comfortable clubhouse. 

Paul arrived the next day in between 
morning showers with tales of a military 
operation - "Clean Hunter" -taking up large 
chunks of Paris and Reims airspace and 
grounding the aeroclubs at Doncourt and 
Verdun. We studied the Notams and decided 
the airspace limitations would make a hard 
day impossible, so witl:llless than SOOkm to 
get home we took our first rest day in over 
three weeks. 

The bar manager ferried us into Verdun 
and we toured the Citadelle's underground 
fortress, infamous from the battle of 1916. 
An audiovisua l tour kept our interest 
throughout the afternoon rains. As the 
evening downpours in tensified, our chance 
of finding a taxi disappeared and after an 
hour of asking in schoolboy French, we 
persuaded a cafe owner to drop us back off 
at the field. 

Back in the tiny cold control room, we 
watched the sun set through a break In the 
clouds and glimpsed an aircraft silhouette 
tracking over the forest. We had already 
worked out the runway lighting controls and 
as the third biplane strafed the hangers, we 
turned everything up full to help three very 
grateful German pi lots to land. lihey had 
taken a week touring Spain in their Kiebitz 
biplane microlights and they explained the 
storms had delayed their schedule by hours. 
They were truly seat-of-the-pants aviators, 
most of their journey flown below 1,000 ft >-
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f in radio silence, but had been caught out by 
both weather and cl<!ylight none the less. 

b .5 We shared our meagre food rations and 
~ the cramped shelter w ith Hartmut, Helmut 

and Frank and fo llowed them off the next 
morning into a much better, dryer sky. The 
forecast, becoming irritatingly f<1miliar, was 
for increased storm activity in the afternoon. 

We had studied the touri st map to make 
up GPS coordinates for Verdun's batt lefields 
but directions were not necessary, as the 
huge stone tower of the Ossuaire de 
Do-uaumont appeared above the tree line 
as soon as we were airborne. We took a 
thermal over the so lemn tribute to the 
thous;mds of unnamed soldiers and set off 
over the battlefields towards Reims. 

The thermals for once were reassuringly 
reliable and cloudbase rose to 4,000ft until 
spreadout over the wooded ridges west of 
Verdun forced us down close to the trees. 
just north, a growing line of black cu was 
dripping tendrils of scruffy cloud. Paul was 
first to find the surge of convergence li ft but, 
as always, it looked as if it would be a 
double-edged sword. The climb was indeed 
a short- lived respite; a wall of water was 
bearing down on us w ith incredible speed. 
At S,OOOft we fled south. I stayed a little too 
long and had to backtrack slightly because 
arms of rain were reaching out from the 
m;lturing squall line. Three kilometres south 
we had a clearer picture and could see the 
storm system stretching to the horizon, w ith 
a well-defined skirt of convergence fed by 
the heavy downdrafts and outflow. 

We chose to run the convergence line 
and crui sed close to the cold grey fingers of 
cloud, creeping out away from the ra in, and 
at 1 OOkts we cou ld run level, slowing to 
80kts to climb. As we passed cloudbase, 
the grey iigures reached out beneilth us, 
completing three sides of a tunnel wi th 
cloud above and a fuzzy mist of rain to 
the north. The smooth trilnquilli ty WilS 
punctuated only by the occasional sharp 
crack of lightning. lt was an odrenalin-ri ch 
ride with an unpredictable ending. 

As we rounded the first cell, a second and 
third fell into line: progress on track looked 
impossible. The squall line broke slightly 
after SOkm and we rounded the back of the 
second cell into an amphitheatre of towering 
storm clouds with curtains of rain in every 
direction. Beneath us, bathed in sunshine, 
was a brilli ant w hi te line of glider trailers on 
the airfield at Chalon . Further progress 
would have been at too high a risk so we 
airbraked away our hard-won altitude to a 
fil ntastic welcome irom the clubhouse full oi 
rain-weary students and lacob together w ith 
his fami ly from Holland w ho had just 
finished flying wi th friends in the Alps . 

We were treated like kings and left the 
next day refreshed and ready for the next 
meteorologica l battle. We had to mnke 
some distance: although we had less than 
420km to go in the last week we had inched 
less than 90km a day closer to Parham. 

The cloudbase started awkwardly low and 
earl y spreadout inclicilted considerable 

moisture in the layers above 3,000ft. Some 
lines of energy felt like convergence but 
there were no signs of storms. The spreadout 
broke in cycles and the occasional cl imb to 
3,000ft helped us across the biggest blocks 
of cloud, bu t progress was slow and we got 
disturbingly accustomed to operating below 
1 ,OOOft. Perhaps due to our low altitude, 
or maybe just the weeks of rain, the fli es 
were particu larly bad and after two hours 
airborne, our w ings were black. 

Past Soissons the cloud looked completely 
clamped in, and despite a climb to 3,500it 
in slightly dryer air, we took to the engines 
nncl pushed further into the th icken ing 
overcast for an airfield that would give us 
a chance of the Ch<1 nnel in the morning. 

Cloudbase slipped to 2,500ft, the head­
w ind increased to 15kts and as a final 
aggravation, light rain spoilt a glide for 
Amiens twice. As we reached the circuit for 
the field, the cloudbase lifted slightly and we 
watched a Puchacz release from aerotow 
and spiral off downw ind. Paul was low and, 
despi te announcing his intentions on the 
tower frequency, had a near-miss w ith <1 

King Ai r twin on short finals. A very heated 
debate shattered the usually indo lent air­
waves and I was told to follow French 
procedure when I asked for landing 
instructions in turn. An English voice 
instructed me to speak in French at Amiens 
but, despite my continued efforts, I cou ld 
not persuade any further communication. 
I followed Paul 's example landing on the 
grass, and waited for the inevitable ii re­
works. After a little intervention from the 
older, w iser instructors on the field, we were 
finally welcomed. 

lt was a busy field w ith gl ider, microl ight, 
aerobati c and pleasure flying. We tanked up 
with fuel ready for the morning and treated 
ourselves to a motel room to prepare for 
our last clay. We looked longingly at the 
loca l supermarket's shelves stocked w ith fi ne 
w ines <:~nd smelly cheeses..t~ nd tried to 
wedge the bare minimum into the cockpit. 
Try as we might, we reali sed it was not so 
much everything in its place, but everyth ing 
in the same place - the disadvantages of 
compact liv ing. 

The day dawned like too many that 
summer, w ith low cloud and a bi ting w ind. 
The streets looked soarable early and we 
tucked in under the low fat lines of cu 
confident that we could make Le Touquet to 
clear customs w ith the min imum of engine 
time. The w ind was too far west to make 
passage to the north-east coast easy and the 
clouclb<Jse was soon down below 2,000ft as 
we i1pproached Abbeville and the Somme 
delta. The cloud was forming along the 
constline and the deep blue sea beyond 
promised a calm crossing. 

When we could see Le Touquet, we called 
for landing instructions and were slotted 
into the pattern. The apron was busy but we 
tnxied to a parking space together. We had 
no need to refuel so, after filing our flight 
plan and clearing customs, we were keen to 
get back into the air. Forty-five minutes after 
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touching down, we were clearerl to take off 
for the last time, and climbed into the light 
headwind out into the channel. Sixteen 
minutes later we were at 7,000ft, 25km over 
the channel with a comfortable glide to the 
Lydd peninsula. The glide was uneventful 
and London Information cleared us to enter 
UK airspace as a formation. Scanning the UK 
gliding frequencies, we soon picked 
up familiar voices, as our Southdown GC 
colleagues were trying to make the best of 
the low cloudbases to fly cross-country. 

We coasted in passing 2,800ft but were 
below 2,000ft before we found the first 
scraps of convergence 1 Okm inland. We 
tiptoed the last 90km to Parham, occasionally 
finding well-formed convergence, but we 
soon discovered that the tendri I clouds were 
rarely worth diverting far from track. 
Away from France's yel low cornfields, the 
agriculture became more verdant with every 
kilometre but soaring conditions did not 
keep pace with our rising expectations: the 
best conditions would have taken us north 
into London's airspace; instead we weaved 
through sea air and weak convergences. 

After a last laudable attempt to escape an 
engine burn, we were below Di tchling 
Beacon, caught in shadow and sea air with 
30km to run. After less than I ,OOOft on the 
Rotax, we were back in lift and back to 
cloudbase at 3,000ft for a formation finish. 

A month after incurring syndicate opprobri­
um, we could turn our way worn steeds over 
to our long-suffering collaborators for the rest 
of the summer. We had been away for 27 
days and flown ll Shrs and around S,OOOkm. 
The engines had run for 9hrs. 

Motors in gliders are not the great panacea 
for poor soaring or ability and will always 
prove divi ive with purists. I have been flying 
the DG-400 for six years: not only has the 
iron thermal opened many doors, and 
provided some great soaring I would not 
have considered before, but above all, it has 
transformed adventure - from dream to reality! 

So, what next? Paul has the bug and wants 
to try for Africa. Any enthused adventurers 
please send description of toothbrush \. . 
to us c/o S&G. ~ 

Champagne celebrations on a successful return home 

April - May 2004 

our members drive past several other perfectly gOOd 
here, every weekend. lt can't just be our 20 launch an hour retrieve winch 

system with a new 8.5 ltr Knox winch. Perhaps it's the fully professional winch 
drivers, office staff and catering. lt could just be the friendly atmosphere or 

the traditional Saturday night dinner or the newly refurbished accommodation 
or the famous Mynd bar. Sure, this is one of the few places in Europe you 

can still bungee straight into wave but maybe it's more about the views and the 
buzzards and the Shropshire countryside. 

Want a place in the country to get away to at the weekends? 

MIDLAND GLIDING CLUB 
www.longmynd.com 

M GC. Longmynd. Church Stretcon. Shropslure. SY6 6 TA 01588 650206 
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For updates to the BGA club directory, see 

!NORTH YORKSHIRE SAILPLANES , I nliS rt_' .nysailplanes.co.uk .C!.::I' 
i • 

~ FUU. REPAIR SERVICES IN: 

~GLASS I CARBON I KEVLAR l WOOD I METAL 
r C of A renewals, modifications, tailwheels, 

maintenance, instrument panels, 
wingl(!ts, etc., etc. 

1 !TEL: 01845 57.734.1 MOBILE: :o7-71:1. 889 245' FAX: 01845 577646 
~~nbrooke ln«fustrial Pa~, T~pcliff~; Thlrsk, North·YortLshire Y07 3SE ·. 

r- . . ----·---- --- ----------------·------------------------------ --·------------·--------------------.-------------------------------------·----- ~ 

! ! i JAXIDA Condensation-free i 
i ALL WEATHER COVERS ! 
~~ID i 
, w~ ~ : 8 g Protects your aircraft i 
1 C\J C') against sun, rain, and snow . 
i ~ ~ 2 ply fabric with UV-coating ~.: 
! Cl...: Self-polishing action in the wind ctb 
:.; ~ 8'. Easy for one person to fit www.jaxida.com j 

1 
JAXIDA COVER, Strandmoellevej 144 • DK-4300 Holbaek, Denmark 

l Tel. +45 5944 0725 • Fax +45 5944 0609 • E-mail jaxida@jaxida.dk 
L----- - ---~- - ---------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------: 

Flyfnt Account~ · F1nlral · Comspondlta • VAT· f1taht Lat · lftd lllllfiY mare. .. 

,.... moat comprellenlllw ........ clult ............... aottware 
In .... llllllbt. 

£ 16.95 + VAT 

,.., .....,. .... LlfllltrMI 

011'1 .. 1177 , ......... UIQ 

llnd for tht pllat. .. 

Adclltlanallnfonnatfon and fl'llllultton vwntons ..,.....,.. at 

--·~···-· 

The ideal present 
for any occasion! 

The Platypus Papers: 
Fifty Years of Powerless Pilotage 

" All soaring pilots should have this book 
on their shelves" - George Moffat 

"like Schweppes, it fizzes the whole way 
through" - Derek Piggott 

" Don't read it in public unless you are 
willing to make a spectacle of yourself 

laughing out loud" - Dave Alllson 

"The funniest book ever written" - Platypus 

HOW TO BUY IT: see Tailfeathers, page 25 

The Premier Motor Gliding School 
* Courses or by the hour for NPPL 

SLMG & TMG PPL. 
* Bronze C Cross Country & Field 

Landing Checks. 
* Convert your BGA Licence to an 

NPPLSLMG. 
* RT Examination Centt4:!. 

www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk 
telephone 01608 677208 

SeeYou Mobile and LX Navigation LX 1600 
present a fully featured and affordable Vario-Logger-PDA solution 

- Moving Map with final glide - Newest technology variometer 
- 3D Airspace warning - Speed command 
- In-flight statistics and 3D Wind - ControDed by PDA, stand alone operation possible 
- SUpport for Assigned Area Tasb - Optimum configuration: LX 1600-Colibri-PDA 

http://Mobile.SeeYou.ws/ http://www.LXNavigatlon.si/ 
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BGA MEMBER CLUBS 

How to f·nd a gliding club in the UK 
If you want to sample a new s ite the map overleaf 
and the list below can help . Services clubs, which 
may restrict civilian entry, are in green. BGA club 
details are updated at www.gliding.co.uk, where 
affiliated university clubs are also listed 

ANDREAS GC (1 0) : AndreJs Airiiold. Br;JUst Form, L ·zayre, 

Is le of M.Jn; send post c.Jo (fJnsta l Cott:~ge, Por! c: Vullen. 

Moughold, Ramsey, ISLE OF MAN. IM7 I AN 

.'>f.' · r<:·t.arytllm.Jnxgfiding. t7yt!r.co.uk 

w ww.rndnxgl iding. flyC'r.co.uk 

ANGLIA GC ( 11) : Sl<'f1hcnmynoll l>'hvtm.1if.com 

ww..,v.gcocilitb . corn/angl iagl i di ngduh 

ANGUS GC (I): Drumshacle Farm, Roundyhill, Gl.unis. 

~y Forfar. 01 5i'i 5729941t•v(o47_m.:mdsll)y~ll,oo.com 

ww\v .. mgusgl iding-d ub.uki. ne( 

AQUILA GC (12): 

Hinton- in-the Hedges t\iriitld, StE'ant•, Brackl~y N~' l 3 5NS 

0 1295 HI 1 05bh'nfu~l1,1(/llil.'lf:lirling.corn 

\V\'\•w.aqullagliding.(.um 

RA NERDOWN RAFG GC (13): K<oevi l tl irlield 

ClubhousciiJunchpoinl (w/endsi 01380 370411107')) I 5 5(,(,4(, 

h;lnncrcJm,•n tJ1fesco. nct/w\\'\V.bJ n ncrdowngc.co . u k 

BATH WIUS & NORTH DORSET G C (14): 

The PJrk, Kingston Dt!v~ri l l, \ '\larminster BA 12 7HF 

01985 844095/info @bwnd.m. uk 

www.bwmJ.co.uk 

RAFGSA BICESTER (1 5): www.ralgsa.org 

01 H('l9 252493/mc~nagcr~,rdfgsa.org 

BIOFORD G LIDING CENTRE (16) : 

Bidior<.l A irfield, Hidfo rci on Avon BSO 4PD 

0 1789 772b06!olficell'bidfordglidine.m .uk 

\\'\V\ V. bidiordgl idi ncr.co.uk 

BLACK MOUNTAINS GC !85): 

The Airfield, TolgJrth. Powys 1.1)3 OEI 

0 1874 7 I l4631blcld:mountainsg lidin,t;cfub iPh(Jirnail.com 

wwvl.t.Jiganhgc.co.uk 

BOOKER GC (17): Wycornb~ Air Park. Marlow 5L7 JDR 

0 1494 442.50 1 1uific(~,p1Jookergc.nilclmm.co.uk 

www.bookerglldins.co.uk 

BORDERS GC (1 8): The Airficlci, Mi llielci Wooler , E71 6Hil 

0 16o8 216284/hc/p«Pbordersxliding.co.uk 

www.borrlersgliding.co.uk 

BOWLAND FOREST CC (19): 

lmver Cock Hill Fm, Fiddle~ Lone, Chipping, Prestnn PR3 lWN 

01995 61267/enquiricsfllblg c:a.uk 

www.bibc.co.uk 

BRISTOl & GLOUCESTER HIRE GC (20): 

Nympsfield, Stont-houst• G l..l 0 JTX 

01453 8 0342/scr:relaryt.'ibm: .co.uk 

W\•Vw.bggc.co.uk 

BUCKMINST£R CC (21 ): 

5Jitby 1\iriield, Sr roxton Ro•u. Skillington. Grilntham NGJJ 5HL 

01476 860385/oiTirefiiJuckminstergc.co.uk 

www .buckminc;tergc. .tlk 

April - May 2004 

BURN GC (22): The Airfield. ~o rk La. Burn, Sclby YOH BL W 

0 1757 2702q6fbumglirlmgcluiJWhigioot.con"' 

www.bumglidingclub .Lo.uk 

CAIRNGORM GC (2): 

Hlackmill Airstrip , Feshiehriclge, Kino ·aig, 1rwC'rne5<;,·Shire 

01 540 65 l 3 171Riidin!Jfllfl•shidJridgeJret.·servc.ca.uk 

www.gliding.org 

CAMBRiDGE. GC (23): Gronsden Lodge Ai rfield, I odgc 

fJrm, Longs I owe ~oad, Little Gr.:msdcn, Sandy, Be.ds SG 1 q 3EH 

Ot 767 b77077!oflicc"'~lide.co.uk 

WWWW\'/W.glick•.Co.uk 

CARUON MOOR GC (24) : 

C..1rlt<ln M oor, Nr Stukc:-.ley, North Ynrksh ire 

0 1642 77B2'i 4 (wle)l~::nquirif!Sil"Cari!Onmooq;lidiJ IHclul;.org uk 

www.carltonnux>rglidingclul>.org_uk 

CHANNEL GC (25): 

\Naldcr~hare Pt1rk, t--: r. \'\1hitricld , Dovc~r. Kent CTI ~ 5NH 

01304 824H081Nic8earcraft(r.aol.com 

CHILTERNS CC (26): ,V\,wchi lternsgd <net.co.uk 

012% &2J5 15 x7002 mailbox 5 19tl 

in(o@c:hiltcrnsgc {snc·t.c-o.vk 

CLEVELAND CC (27): w,:-v.dishforthairiicld.freeS<:rv •.co.llk 

.lllbhous 0142.1 )21 642/Mobil<'07779 4541 24 

CONNEL GC (3): 

Uban Airport, North C:onnel, Gy Ohon, o\ rgyll PAJ7 I RT 

0 16 11 71 0428/.stt·wM rMm.lc;arfane.evesll.lm. net 

CORNISH GliDING & FLYING CLUB (28): 

Perranporth Ai rfiC'!c.i, Tu.-'vdbs, Nr Pe.rmnporth TRU '3QB 

0 1872 572J 24/cornglidetivaol.com 

http·/fm •mbers.aol.com/cornglitJc/p.lgel .htm 

COTSWOLD GC (29): 

The Cuntro1 Towl.'r, Aslon Down Airiield, Nr M inchinhampton, 

Stroud, Glo' Gl 6 HHT 

0 12fl5 7b04l51patf.l11cotswu ldj.J iiding.t·u.uk 

W\V\'\'.COISWclldgliding.co.uk 

CRANWELL GC (30): 

ww,v.crJnwellgc.:.ireeserv(•.c;n.uk 

fcJn@f ill fJ..ltrick.co.uk 

DARTMOOR GLIDING OOETY (31): 

Burnford Common, Hrento.r, T.wistock, Devon 

0 1 H2:! H 1 07121mc~rk.cooper5t1111llworld.com 

http://www.d~trtmoor-gliding.curn/ 

OEESfOE GC (4) : 

Aboyne Airfield, O inm,•t, Aboyne, Atx·rdL"E"rl AB34 SLB 

0 I J J'I 8~5 ·1 J91dreside6'!!1idingclub.crwk 

www.richardGlw. irecs<.'rve..c:o .uk 

DENBIGH CC (86): Mold RoJd. Denbir,h, Clwyd 

0 1745 813774/o(li ce&•deni>ighglidingdub.co.uk 

wvv\v. dcnbighgl i di ngclub. eo. u kJ 

DERBYSHIRE & LANCASHIRE GC (32): 

C<Jmphill, GreJt Hucklow, Ticleswcll . Buxton, SK 17 SRQ 

01293 H7 12701d/gctl'gliding u-net. com 

W\\w.dlgc.org.uk 

DEVON & SOMERSET CC (33): 

North Hill Airfield, Brooclhembury, Honiton [X 14 3lP 

01404 8413 Rhldsgc"' fi)<'O 

W\vw.dS"gc.co.uk/ 

DORSET GC (34): Eyre' Fit•ld, Puuul~town Rood, 1-i)'de, 

WJrrham Bl-120 7NG 

0 1 42.9 405599/www.dorsetglirlingcluh .fr£•eserve.eo.uk 

DUKERIES GC (35): 

GJmston Airfi • d, CJmston, EJst Rc.tr'ord (Not .1 pn'iiJI iH.Id n-.•-;s) 

0 1909 73 1 436/c~dele$!lswi1nn.lck60. frLX"$erve.co.uk 

DUMFRI.ES & Dl RIO' GC (5): 

F;l lgunzte'On, By D albeattie, D umfries & GJIIOwdy 

0 l 'iH7 760601 /k,uMpa:i.tki.freeservc.co.uk 

W\V\v, pa~zki. f reeservl'. r.o. ukllldgc.llt m 

EAST SUSSEX GC (36): 

Kitson Firld, TI1e Hroylc, Ringmcr, E~lSI Sussex f3N8 5AP 

0 1815 B40) 4 7/stewforsW'aol.com 

www.sussexgliding.eo.uk/ 

ESSEX GC (37): North Weald Airfield, .vtcrlin Wdy, North 

\•Veald C 1\l\ I h hAA (0 I 'JlJ~ 1L2222); Ridgc\vcll 1\ irliC'Id, Pannells 

1\sh, Ashen, Ridgc.well <0 I 0 BJU (Ot 440 78-i I 0 l ) 

egc•gtirlint:club.cu.uk.Avw\:v.t~" "xgl idi n~.org 

ESSEX & SUFFOLK GC (38): Worminglord ;\ i ~·ie ld, 

Fordham Ro.1d, Wormingiord. Co lchester. ( 06 .'Jt\Q 

0 1206 2425%/G/irlt•fVesgc.ilycccO.uk 

www.<.~sgG.lo.uk 

FEN LAND GC (39) : w\\" .gliding<iub.lret.'Scrve.co.uk/ 

delbuyf»j.:lidingc ftdJ.ireeserve.co.uk 

FOUR COUNTI ES (4 0): 

RAF Harksron Heath {temporary site - send post lO SyersiOn) 

www. iourcmmt iesgl idi ngclub. eo. uk/ 

078 1 ~1 542:884 (w/e mobile) l sue@fnurc;nunriesglidin8c:Ju1J.co.uk 

FULMAR (b): I·Jstcrton Airiield, §irnie, l:l~in , MOf"'.ly~hin: 

Post: D.wid Hrm-vn, 10 M ;:mnJch it: Rise. Forrcs, Moray, IV3G 2US 

0 1109 h766h0/0 IOIJH08111'1Mudcnl.8/,u .11k 

HEREFORDSHIRE CC (41): 

Shobdnn Ai~lcld, Sht>bd<m HR6 9N R 

0 15bA 708908/!jlidin~;etls/mbdon.com 

w~.-vw. :.hnbdon .cnm 

HERON CC (42): RNAS Ycovihun 

Fl: dtm!k 1.1feham-hollse.fsn.-.r.co.ukl0 1935 863055 

HIGHLAND GC (7): fa.sterton Airii<·lrl, Birnie, E l~in, 

Moruyshirc. Post to : Seorer:o.ry, J ICC. D rum Farm. Keirh AB55 SNP 

01343 86 27lfarlminlilh ighgf,de.co.uk 

www.highglidc.co.uk 

IMPERIAL COLLEGE CC (43): 

LJshom ilirftcld. Lasham, Ahon GUJ4 555 

01256 3fl4YOO! icgc-commillee1Jic.n .uk 

WW\o\'.SU. iC.d C. ukfgl idi ng 

KENT GC (44): 

Squids Gate, Ch;dlock, Kent TN25 4DR 

0121 I 740274174030 7/soarinsOkent-g liding-c/ub.co.uk 

www.kent·gliding-c lub.c:o .uk/ 
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http:74/740307Iso.1ringOkent-g/iding-cillb.cu.uk
http:v.5u.ic.<.lc
http:3H4900/icgc-commifleetPlc.nc:.uk
http:www.highglidc.co.uk
http:2711ariminlJhighg/l!le.co.uk
http:vww.shobdon.com
http:70HlJ08/glidinf.;t!is!lobdon.com
http:IOlJ808H~1J~'ud(>nr.,ljfa.c'lc.uk
http:IsueCYJiourcoulltie5gfidingduh.co
www.iourc
http:www.glidingclub.freescrve.w.uk
www.csgc.l
http:242596/Glidt'lJicsgcJlyer.co.uk
http:gliding.co.uk
http:B4()J47Istew(()rst~JJol.com
http:freeservc.co
http:frC['$(;.'fVf:.'.co
http:lL,h.fr('�serve.�.).uk
http:ds-gc.co.uk
www.dcnbighglidingclub.co.ukJ
http:4/o(rJce(;Jek>fliJighglidingclub.cu.uk
www.ftcha
http:19/c/0esidefJ,lgUdinndub.c().uk
http:0712/mdrk.coop(->rSt:Jintfworld.com
http:p.:Jtrick.co.uk
www.cr(\n
http:www.cutsw()ldgliding.co.uk
http:24lcornglidelU'ilol.com
http:lternsgc.f<ncIUl.uk
http:8/NicBe.1rcrafff')\wf.com
www.Glrltonmoorglidingc
http:icit'.co.uk
http:wwwww\v.gl
http:www.gliding.org
http:hridgeJreLcoservc.co.uk
http:KincT.li
http:2702g6IbufIlgfidmgcluIJ@.JIJif.;ioot.com
http:min'5tergc.co.uk
http:860J85Ioffircfl/;uckmillSlergc.co.uk
http:Srrnxl.on
http:w,'\"v.bggc.co
mailto:01453860342Jsccrf'tJry@iJggc.co
www.bigc
http:www.bordersgliding.C'o.uk
http:iding.co.uk
http:l/uiiic(~�/!h(J(JkerJjc.njfdr''lnJ.co.uk
http:www.lalgarthgc.co.uk
http:711463IbJ.:l(.kmountJins!;lidingc/uiJt!J)holmaif.com
http:ng.co.uk
mailto:771bOGI()lfjce@bid(ord~/idinb.c().uk
http:2S24Y3/m<lnag('(('/.)r<1~r;sil.org
www.roigsa.urg
http:www.bwnd.co
mailto:844095Iinfo@iJwn<i.co.uk
http:www.aqullagliding.com
http:St!?J.IH
http:st('phcnmrrJollfJ!h()lrTl.'lil.com
http:www.rnanxgliding.i1yer.co.uk
http:www.gliding.co.uk


• Dublin 

WALES 

85 Black Mountains (Ta/garth) A 
86 Denbigh (Denbigh) A 
87 North Wales (L/antisilio) A 
88 South Wales (Usk) A 
89 Vale of Neath (Rhigos) A 

Statute m iles 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 

Motorways~ 

0 h . d ..I'A1l t er maJor roa s 

Ridge si te 

f,O.....IOJoallaa•u.,p (Rivar Hill) 
66 Shenington (Shenington) .A. 
&7 Shropshire Soaring Group (Sieap) 
68 Southdown (Parham) .A 
69 South London Gliding Centre (Kenley) 
70 Staffordshire (Seighford) 
71 Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 
72 Surrey & Hants (Lasham) 
73 The Motor Glider Club (Hinton-in-the-Hedges) 

74 The Soaring Centre (Husbands Bosworth) 
75 Trent Valley (Kirton in Lindsey) 
76 Upward Bound Trust (Thame) 
77 Vale of White Horse (Shrivenham) 
78 Vectis (Bembridge) A 
79 Welland (Lyveden) 
80 Wolds (Pock/ington) 
81 Wrekin !Cosford) 
82 Wyvern (Upavon) 
83 York Gliding Centre (Rufforth) 
84 Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) A 



Over 1000m (3,280ft) 

500- 1000m 

200- 500m 

SCOTLAND 

Angus (Drumshade) 

Cairngorm (feshiebridge) ... 

Connel (Oban) ... 

4 Deeside (Aboyne) A 
5 Dumfries & District (falgunzeon) ... 

6 Fulmar (Easterton) ... 

7 Highland (Easterton) ... 

8 Scottish Gliding Centre (Portmoak) ... 

9 Strathclyde (Strathaven) 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

ENGLAND 

10 Andreas (Isle of Man)- [Crown Protecto rate] 
11 Angli a (Wa ttisham) 

12 Aquila (Hinton-in-the-Hedges) 
13 Banne rdown (Keevi/) & 
14 Bath, Wilts & North Dorset (Kingston Deveri/1) 
15 Biceste r (RAF Bicester) 

16 Bidford Gliding Centre Ltd (Bidford) 
17 Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
18 Borders (Milfie/d) ... 
19 Bowland Forest (Chipping) & 
20 Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympsfie/d) A 
21 Buckminster (Sa/tby) 
22 Burn (Se/by) 
23 Cambridge (Gransden Lodge) 
24 Carlton Moor (Car/ton Moor) ... 
25 Channel (Waldeshare Park) 
26 Chilterns (RAF Ha/ton) ... 

27 Cleve lands (RAF Dishforth) 
28 Cornish Gliding & Flying Club (Perranporth) A 
29 Cotswold (Aston Down) 
30 Cranwell (RAF Cranwe/1) 
31 Dartmoor Gliding Society (Brentor) 
32 Derby & Lanes (Camphi/1) ... 
33 Devon & Somerset (North Hill) & 
34 Dorset (Hyde, Wareham) 
35 Dukeries (Gamston) 
36 East Sussex (Ringmer) 
3 7 Essex (North Weald & Ridge we//) 
38 Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 
39 Fen land (RA F Marham) 

40 Four Counties (RA F Barkston H eath! 
41 Herefordshire (Shobdon) A 
42 Heron IRNAS Yeovi lton) 
43 Imperial College (lasham) 
44 Kent (Challock) 
45 Kestre l IOdiham {Arm y]) 
46 Lakes (Walney Island) .A. 
47 Lasham Gliding Society (lasham, A/ton) 
48 Lincolshire (Strubby, Afford) 
49 London (Dunstab/e) ... 
50 Mendip (Hates/and) ... 
51 Midland (long Mynd) .A. 
52 Needwood Forest (Cross Hayes) 
53 Nene Valley (Upwood) 
54 Newark & Notts (Winthorpe) 
55 Norfolk (Tibenham) 
56 North Devon (Eaglescott) 
57 Northumbria (Currock Hill) 
58 Oxford (RAF Weston on the Green) 
59 Oxfordshire Sport Flying (Enstone) 
60 Peterborough & Spalding (Crow/and) 
61 Po rtsmouth Naval (Lee on So lent) 
62 Rattlesden (Rattlesden) 
63 Sackville (Riseley) 
64 Sea hawk (RN A S Culdrosc> ~~ Pre dannack ) 
6""-S,bal'-.ne (Rivar Hill) A 
66 Shenington (Shenin8J2!!l.A 



BGA MEMBER CLUBS 

~ KESTREL GC (45): 

UIJ7 2 4 5R5 7'11rhrisw ick/J5 t!'hotmail.com 

LAKES GC (46): 

WJincy Airfield, Borrow In Fum~"'· l!\14 3YI 

07860 I 5447/LCCfPHra;r/m·aitc .freewirc•.co.uk 

www.ldkesgc.co.uk 

LASHAM GLIDING SOCIETY (47): 

lasham tl irfil'id, tl lton GU34 SSS 

012 6 384900/aftlcetNasham.orguk 

www. la!-ham.o~.uk 

LINCOLN HIRf GC (48): 

Strubhy Airfil'id, ,\liord Lo I J I AA 

0 1507 450hQ8/www.lincolnshirf'gl idingcluh.eo .uk/ 

LONDON GC (49): 

Tnng Ro.od, Dunsmblc LU6 2)1' 

0 1 182 6h34141in(Oitr1g fiding.powernct.co.uk 

www.londonglidingclub.co.uk 

MEN DIP GC (50): 

llalc:;lond Airfield, New Rei, Priddy, Wells, BAS J BX 

0 1749 870 n i (Thur +w/e only)lhaxcll"'rlar.o.nc / 

www.m<·ndipgltdingclub.co.uk 

MIDLAND GC (51): 

The Long M ynd, 0 1Urch Stretton, Shropshire SY6 b TA 

0 1588 610206/oificc.~t"/on.t:mynrl.com 

www. lungmynd.t~om 

NEEDWOOO FOREST GC (52): Cross Hoyc·s Field, 

1V1~1k(•r l .:me, Ho.lr ross, Bur1nn upon Trent DE l .i 8Q R 

01 28'1 57>178/nfgu f RDfiliding.co.uk 

www.gugliding.co.uk 

NE E VALLEY GC (53): 

M ar<h,tls Paddock. Kam«-y Road, Upwood N 26 . PH 

0776 I 4784 I 7/jhh,ollit>/d~'ntlworlcl.wm 

w ww.nvgc.org.ul../ 

NEW ARK & NOTTS GC (54): 

TI1e Club House. IJnlVt' L1nc, VVinthorpc, NC'\v.:lrk NCi24 2NY 

0 1636 707 1 5 T lnc·H'..JfkJJC~1hotnl._lil.con1 

www.nt•wa.rknottsglicli n~club. ilt'L"lerve.to.ukl 

NORFOLK CC (55): 

1ibcnham N I-, I on~ Str.otlon NR I 6 I 1T 

0 1379 677207/norfo lkgc I>CJtm" il.com 

www.ngcglide.i~rvP.CO.uk 

NORTH D VON GC (56): 

Eagl cott Nf, Burrington, Umbedcigh, orth Devon EX3 7 9lll 

01 769 520404/ww w,e• glescott -airfo ld.com 

ORTH WALES G (87): 

ll;mtisilio Airfiuld, Ccinffordd l..one, Nr Llan<lcgla 

(N<>t a post.ll address) 

0 7956 498078/Lrianp Onwg .org.uk 

www.nwg .org.ul 

NORTHUMBRIA GC (57): 

Currock Hill, Chupwc ll, Newc• tll! Upon Tyne f l 7 7AX 

() I 207 61 2Bf>i/n(o0 nonhum1Jri.,.flyer.co.uk 

www.northumbria ... Kiiding-d ub.co.uk 

0 FORD GC (58): 

RAF Wes!on On Tbc Gr<t n, Nr Bicester OX6 8TQ 

01 RoY 343403/secretaryt;oxford-x lidiii!J-cltJb.co. uk 

w• .... w.oxford-gliding-club.co.uk 
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OXFORDSHIR£ SPORTFLYING LID (59): 

Enstonc Aerodrome. Church Enstone O X7 4 'I' 

01 608 677208/osi t»en toncacrodrume.co.uk 

www.eo~toneaerodmme.co.uk 

PETERBOROUGH & SP LOING GC (60): 

PostlcJnd Airfield, Crnwland, Lines 

111733 2 I 04b3/Ch.1im1,1nl'llpsgc.co.uk 

ww\.v.psgc.co.uk 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL GC (61) : "'" 'w.pngc.co.uk 

RATILESDEN GC (62) : 

Kattlesden Airfield, Hightown Grt!Cn, Raltlcsdf'n, 

Aury St. [dmunds 130 OSX 

0 I 449 7J 778<J/,mciy.p.1!Je.op 11'b.1)'er.uwk 

www.ratair.co.uk 

SACKVILI..E GC (63): 

Sockvill c Lodge Fm, ~iscle)' MK44 I BS 

(11 234 7081177 

SCOrn H GliDING CENTRE (8): 

Portmoak Airfield. Scotl.mdwell, Oy Kinross KY I J 71) 

0 I ~Y2 84054.1/olt7cc@s ollishslidingrentre. o.uk 

\'\'\Yw.scuttishglidingcentrc-. t.:o.ukl 

SEAHAWK GC (64): RNAS uldro>c 

St.--cret~l ry/PRO: mic.:.haci .VC'JII®btinlt'rn •t.c...om 

SHALBOURNE SOARING SOCifTY (65) : 

RivJr flill Airiield, Henle)', Nr .~t.ulho;ough SNB lK) 

01%2 77933J 

www.shJ.Ibournegliding.co .uk 

SHE INGTON GC (66): 

Sheningt<m Airfield, Shenington OX I 5 bNY 

0 1295 o811 I 2 I or 680008/G/idin,~.dul>f!lvirgin. llc/ 

www.shcnington·g l iding.eo.uk// 

SHROPSHIRE SOARING GROUP (67): 

Sleap Airfi<'id, Nr Wcm SY4 JHE 

0 I 9 39 23 204 Sic. ratclit7ct!'tcsco. net!Jwithfie/d@welshw<~ve. co.ut. 
WW\v.welshw ,1\'l'.CO.uk 

SOUTHDOWN GC (68): 

P~1rh~un Air, Pullx >rough ~d. Coo!IMm, Pulhornugh KH20 41 1P 

0 I YOJ 7 46706/Southduwtl~>eplllrmJO.irc<CServc.c<J.uk 

www.southrlow n-gc..demon.co.uk 

SOUTH LONDON GLIDING CENTRE (b'J): 

Kcnlcy Airfield, Caterham O n Tioe t l i ll CR6 )YG 

0208 763 009 1/'"''~v.southlondun~liding.co.uk 

SOUTH WALES GC (88): 

The Airfield, Cwt!rn~ney, LJ~k 

0129 1 6905'11J/O.wc.jetfries• btintemct.com 

www.users.globa lm~t .co.u o.tonyho 

STAFFORDSHLRE GC (70): Seighford A/F, s •ighford, Stafford 

01 785 282575/uffice stJffnrdshiny l id ing co.uk 

www. 1afford~hirL'gl idinH.co.uk 

STRATHClYDE GC (9): Strathaven Airfield, Strathaven 

0 1357 520235/m,i/tl'str.llil lyd£1jlid ingcluh.ccwk 

www.strathc...lydeglidingdub.co.uk 

STRATFORD ON AVON G (71 ): S11inerfield airfield, 

Bl!>r ley Road, Snitterfi~l rl, Str.llfllrd M Avon CV37 OEG 

01 789 73 1 09olt:coff@giJutlcr.dwnon.cu.uk 

www.gbutle.r.demon.co.uklsoagcfindex.hrm 

SURREY & H NTS GC (72): 

5<'<-" Lasham or www.$tJrrcyJncfh.1nls.org.uk 

THE MOTOR GLIDER LUB (73): 

Hinton-ioHhc·Hcdgl.$ Airfield, Steane. Brad le)' N N 1.1 f>LX 

0 12q5 8 1 2775/lompfttl.l o l.com 

THE SOARING CE TRE (74): 

Husb.mds Bosworth Airfield, l ottcn vorth LE 17 6)1 

0 I OSA 68052 )/88U4291olficeti•'thc_<oaringcc•ntrc.co. uk 

www.rhcsoonngcentre.co .uk 

TRENT VALLEY GC (75): 

Tb" Airfield, Kirton In lindsey, Gainsbmou~h. l on 

0 1 r.s2 b487771p ovdew icktllhormail.com 

www .tvgc.freesc:rv<.•.eo.uk 

U LSTER GC (90): 

Bellaren<J, Sei1CO<l5t Kodd, • r LimavJdy, County Londond ·rry 

028 7775 010 1/tom.snorldy~"nire/;mcf. com 

www.gliding.utvint<.•rnct.com 

UPWARD BOUND TRUST GC (76): 1l ybbury/Thame 

Airfield, Harlclmh.1m, Bucks (Not J postal oddrc:;s) 

0 1295 7 ~8507/rl~widt?arom,,ti .isncr.cn.uk 

VALE OF NEATH GC (89): Rhigos Airi ield, Mount Koad, 

c•fn Khigo), Nr G lynnc.11h. Mid-CIJmorgan 

http://hnmetown.aol.co.uklrhigo>glirlinglmyhomcpagc/flying.htm l 

VALE OF WHITE HORSE GC (77): 

Sonclhill Fom1 Airfit•ld, Shriv •nhom, SWINDON. Wilt>; Post to: 

M r C B<•ve_ridgf?, 4Y, Adkin \Nay. \•Vantage, O X 12 9H N 

() I 7qJ 783685 or 0 I 793 725265/v<Jwhgc..,'etlt.lil.com 

ww\v.sw indongliding.co .uk 

VECTIS GC (78): 

HJngar No I . Hc•mhridg~ Airport. Bemhrid~e. Isle ot Wight; 

po>t to: Ala!'dair M~clcan, I ·10 St Edmuncls Walk, Wootton 

Bridge, Rydc, Isle ot Wight PO:JJ 411 

0 I 903 883884/,11asdairt!'.1maclcan.flyt:r. co.uk 

www.vN risglidingcluh.co .ukl 

WELLANO GC (79): 

Lyvt·dcn Ai rfield , Harley W ay, Lyvedl!fl Road, Brig~tock, 

Kcttcrin){. Northants 
I 

0 1812 105237/ uzannt'.harri~ f!llinoone. nc•r 

W \ VW. welland .skynet .co.uk 

WOLDS GC (80): 

The Airfield, Pocklington. York Y042 I N I' 

0 1759 303579/nltic<!""wo /ds-glidmg.org 

'..vww.wolc..ls·glicling.org 

WREKIN GC (81 ): IVIF Cosford 

.luhhouse: 0 1902 :1772 55/mobil~: 077 19 732 746 ( .u/Sunl 

vv\vw.geocitiC'S.com/w rt!kingdwrekin.html 

WYVERN GC (02): 

sc•crer~uyfi>wyvemgliding. or g. uk 

~cr~tMy: 0 1264 7828 12/Hangar: 0 1980 6 1528J 

\Vww. wyverngl idi ng.or).{.uk 

YORK GLIDI G CENTRE (83): 

Kulfo rth Aerodrome. Rufforth, York Y0 2 3QA 

0 1904 738694/)•0r · l id ingcentf<!• IJtintemet.com 

www-uS<:rs. york.;;H; .. ukl- mdc 1/ygc.html 

YORKSHIRE GC (84): 

Sutton Bank, Thlrsk Y07 2EY 

01845 97237/enquiryOygc.co.uk/www.ygc.eo.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:1,'c.cv.uk/www.ygc.co.uk
http:btinterner.com
www.wyverngliding.org.uk
www.geoci{i(..s
www.wulus-glicling.(Jrg
http:303579/olfic""'lVolds-ghding.org
http:lnd_skynL't.co.uk
http:tl/in~ofJe.nd
http:8B38H4Ialasda;rfjlt1mac1c~m.t7Yf:r.co.uk
http:W\\";,,.swindongliding.co.uk
http:i8S071r1.lVidl!'arom~!lic.isn('r.c().uk
http:010\llOm.snorldytl'/)nirelanc/.com
http:ireeserv('.co
http:f!lhotmail.com
http:rhcsoJrlngcenrre.co.uk
http:1/88U419lot1'ice"'thr.<o""ngcmfrc.co.uk
http:MI2775I7ompltOlaol.com
http:wwv'~5I1rrC)'dndh.1n15_org.uk
http:09SIRco(flJ>ghutlt'r.d('/1loll.m.uk
http:w\vw.slrdlhdydl~lidingclub.co.uk
mailto:52023S/I",il@sfr"thclydeglidinllclu!J.('(wk
http:www.staffordshirt...-gliding.co
http:282575/olfkew.tJ((ordshirq;liding_CIJ.uk
www.users.Alohalnflt.co.U
http:utinrern('/.com
http:1/www.southlondungliding.co.uk
http:www.SQuthdown-gc.demon.co.uk
http:O.;(L''<.'ScrvC'.co.uk
www.weishw.lVC.Co,uk
http:www.sh{.ningfon-gliding.co
http:680008/Glid;n~.duhfYvirgi".net
http:urnegliding.co.uk
www.sfulbo
http:www.ratair.co.uk
mailto:778c)/dn(/),.p~1~1..::'.clp@b.l)'er.c
http:www.pngc.co.uk
http:lJipssc-.co.uk
http:ww\V.en~toneJen)(lrume.co.uk
http:IOnc~lcrodrume.co.uk
http:ox(ord-glidinR-clu/J.co
http:wwwnonhumbria-gliding-dub.co.uk
http:5612861lnloOnonhumbria.flyer.co
www.nwgc.org.ul
http:airfleld.com
http:ngcAlioc.irt>eS('rve.co.uk
http:3i96772071f1orfolkgcttlhormJil.com
http:www.nvgc.org
http:w\Vw.gu~lidinRco.uk
www.lungmynd
www.nwndipglldingd
http:www.lundonglidingclub.co.uk
http:507450flQ8Jwww.lincolnshirf.glidlngduh.co.uk
www.l.1sh
http:71I.CCtfJHrailhw;J;Ie.irCt.-.wir(',c;o.uk
http:013724SHS79/chr;sw;ckH5f!Jhotm.lil.com




AIRBORNE IN THE USA 

Travellers' tales 
Despite 9/11, British pilots are still soaring in the States: Chris Ellis 
(below) in Arizona; Richard Starey (opposite), in California, and 
Graham Turner (overleaf) in Nevada. The travellers tell their tales ... 

TO QUOTE Monty Python: " Now for 
something completely different" . If you 
go to the Soaring Soc iety of America's 

website - www.ssa.org - you will find five 
gliding si tes I isted for Arizona. Two of them 
(Arizona Soaring lnc and Turf Soaring) are 
professional operations by aerotow from 
hard runways. Sky King Soaring, run by Russ 
and Cynthia HusteJd, offers "powered 
sa ilplane tours" in a Super Dimona from 
Pc!yson, M es<J and Sedona airports. I flew 
with Russ a couple of ye<~rs ago on a 
spectJcular photographic flight to the 
snow-capped "four peaks" mountain ra nge. 

This leaves the two sites that are actual 
members' c lubs. I have in the post been 
made very welcome Jt Tucson Gliclerport, 
which is the home ofTucson Soaring Club 
lnc, a c lub much on the same sca le as my 
home one at the Long M ynd. They fl y from 
on o ld military airfield on Wednesdays and 
weekends and are aerolDw only. 

If you ask about the Prescott club at any of 
the above establishments a sort of puzzled 
expression appears on the foce of the 
respondent and they mutter something about 
it being a winching site somewhere up 
north, then shuffle off wondering why any­
one would ask such a d<tmn fool questio n. 

The town of Prescott is very pleas<:mt 
indeed . The capital of the Territory before 
Arizona became il State, it is about 
100 miles north o f the capital, Phoenix, at 
S,OOOft asl in one o f the prettiest parts. O n a 
tri p last spring I w as determ ined to seek out 
this mysterious gliding club as well as enjoy 
a day out in Prescott's cool, leafy streets. 
Phoenix was sweltering in temperatures of 
1 09F0

, 1 oo higher than the M ay average. 
M y quest started with a call to the phone 

number from the website, which l isted the 
fleet of an SGS 1-26, an SGS 2-33, <1 Blanik 
and a Scheibe Zugvogel 3- but th is w as out 
of date. The fleet has increased since then. it 
also sa id: "members only, no rides". I had a 

Bad weather forced a decision to land after 45 minutes 
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very ple<J sant response and was inv ited to be 
there on Saturday: "We start flying around 
11 am and say you have checked with AC" 

M ost things in Arizona are "awesome" 
and, when I arrived at Prescott, this site was 
no exception. The w inch is stationed by the 
entrance gate, where we w ere met by one of 
the members and having given the password 
- "AC"- we were directed to the launch­
point. This was a speck in the distance. We 
drove down the winch ru n followed by the 
tow-out truck bringing the wire back for the 
next launch. AC had just launched in a 2-33 
and reported that he w as climbing at 1 Okt; 
after a few minutes he h<1 d reached1 2,000ft. 
We spent the next hour or two in the shade 
of an aw ning chatting to three or four other 
members who turned up and helped with a 
couple o f lilLinches. The single-strand wire, 
we were to ld, is over a mile long, 6,070ft to 
be more exact. This must be a recoru. I have 
never heard of a w inch run that long and it 
must be quite a weight to drag into the air. 
Launches reach an average height of 2,000ft. 
As the fiekl is S,OOOft asl, wi th a 2,000ft 
launch fo llowed by 1 Okt thermals it does 
not take all that long to reach cloudbase at 
'12,000ft. The club has a membership of 
around 40 and is very much a hands-on 
DIY affair w ith a wonderfull y laid-back and 
relaxed Ari zona atmosphere. 

There are no such refinements as a hangar 
or clubhouse- a couple of caravJns provide 
storage facilities. The gliders are permanently 
rigged and outdoors, firmly anchored to the 
ground w ith a wire fence to keep the ca ttle 
o ff. Protection from the sun is provided by 
shades over the canopies. The Zugvogel has 
a sort ofT-hangar wi thout walls. 

An interesting innovation is their method 
of returning the cab le to the launchpoint. 
They found that by dragging the wi re back 
behind the truck it would last fo r an averJge 

Above; the winch is 6,070ft away down this track 

Left: the launchpoint - Prescott has no clubhouse 

of 600 launches before wearing out. They 
have fi tted an outrigger to the truck and put 
tyres every ·1 00 yards clown the side o f the 
track. By dropping the w ire along the tyres 
they have doubled its life. 

M y turn to ily came at abo ut 1 pm. Cloud 
cover had increased substantia lly and rain 
was expected within the next couple of 
hours. I c limbed aboard the 2-33 wi th A , 
w ho was described as Flight Chairman (CFIL 
and was hauled skywards, releasing at 
2,1 OOft <Jgl. By this time the thermals had 
lost som of their power but we settled into 
a steady 4-Skt c limb to c loudbase then set 
off for a tour of the area. 

After about 45 m inutes rain showers could 
be seen and having dec ided to go down 
I opened the brakes and stljCk the nose 
dow n. Even rattling along at 60kt w e were 
still going up at 1 kt. The only way dow n 
was to fi nd some sink and c irc le in that w ith 
full brake and sidesl ip. Not one of my best 
I<Jndings and then we hurriedly got every­
thing tied dow n behind the cattle fence in 
the increasing wind before the rain . 

A great club - and "awesome" in true 
Arizona style. 

Chris Ellis 

Chris launching in the 2-33 at Prescott Soaring Society 

{http://members.tripod.com/-thrift/soaring/psa2.htmt) 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http://members.tripod.com/-thriftlsoaringlpsa2.html
http:www.5sa.org


No smoking 
at Crystalaire 

IT WAS raining asl'1 across much of the 
southern part of the State. By morning, 
the situation was no different. Parked cars 

were covered in a delicate film of cinders 
and the sky was white in pretence of snow. 
Not altogether happy about the prospect of 
staying on company business for two weeks 
in what resembled J Pompeii film set, I had 
decided to venture north for the weekend, 
away from the fires and my mushroom­
coloured hotel room, to a range of 
mountains a little above Los Angeles, where 
the jagged peaks plunge clown to the vast 
expanse of the Mojave Desert. Situated 
40 miles on a north-easterly line from 
Hollywood is Crystalaire, which I was at 
that moment driving to, with the aiel of 
Hertz satellite navigation and the promise of 
some quite spectacular so< ring. 

Interstate IS disappeared, maybe only 
for a couple of seconds, but completely. 
I waited for the crunch as I stood on the 
brakes, only to be reunited with my lane, 
car intact and still moving forward. The 
wind, kicked up by the local fires in San 
Bernarclino, was blowing sizeable volumes 
of the desert across the motorway. A flashing 
sign over the road signalled the closure of all 

Top: the Joshua tree: above, advertising US-style 
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routes north and I took the exit into d small 
town. Disorientated, and taunted by my 
navigation assistant to rejoin 115, I slowed at 
a junction and wound down the window. 

"Hello! Can you tell me how I can get to 
the north of LA?" 

In the brief moment the window was 
open, ash had begun to accumulate on the 
dashboard, collecting in a neat pile around 
the No Smoking sticker. Both men were 
police officers. The one who answered 
me was not wearing, as the other man was, 
a gas mask. Instead, ,1n American flag 
h,1nclkerchief was wrapped, highwayman­
style, around his nose ar1d mouth. His 
advice was a 1 00-mile circumnavigation, 
which, after I had dialled the route into the 
satnav, my unconcerned-sounding route 
finder told me would take three hours. I had 
booked a two-hour slot for a dual flight and 
called the airfield. Fortunately they had 
some space later on in the afternoon, and 
I turned in a little after lunch to a road 
marked by a trailer, with "Sailplane Rides" 
inscribed in big blue letters along its side. 

Having flown in to LA the day before, 
struggled to keep my eyes closed for more 
than a couple of hours that night, and just 

Top and above: the view from Richard's cockpit 

completed a tortuous journey of earth, wind 
and fire, I stretched out on the clubhouse 
sofa, my head reeling. The 1 O,OOOft peaks of 
the San Gabriel Mountains, no more than 
five miles away, promised ridge paradise. 
Dale was to be my P1. The door slammed 
open in the wind as he came in. He f'?trlled 
a se<uf away from his face and greeted me 
warmly. 

"So, you've come to fly with us today 1" 

A bit of che1t and a quick test on my 
understanding of wind gradients ,1nd we 
were walking over to the Grob 103. Suffice 
it to se1y, and with my previous but limited 
experience of flying in the US, I was not 
required to do anything more strenuous 
than climb into the glider. The cockpit felt 
somewhat roomy. I always feel a little naked 
not wearing a parachute,~ :JS if the few inches 
of material behind me make me feel suitably 
confident to take to the air. it is the same 
when diving, feeling properly dressed 
in a wetsuit, bottle <Jnd tubes, but quite 
intimidated snorkelling with just a mask 
and fins, even in shallow water. 

"These forest fires," Dale muttered. 
"Terrorists!" 

His statement left me feeling curiously 
uneasy. I might have dismissed any such 
remark as sensationalist, perhJps on a par 
with criticism that might be levelled at some 
over-zealous news reporting. But recent 
events have brought the immediacy of 
conflict right on to all our doorsteps. 1'vlaybe 
Dale was right. 

We took up slack and were away. The 
desert ends on the horizon, only to continue 
to the next horizon, and the next, for 25,000 
square miles. And not much of it is landabl . 
Dry lakebeds, as found at the neighbouring 
Edwards Air Force Base, continue to be used 
for test flights and shuttle landings and have 
extremely flat clay surfaces, with "drawn on" > 
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> runways for military and NASA pilots. But 
over much of the area the covering of rough 
grasses and cacti is decidedly aircraft­
unfriendly. Crystalaire itself is surrounded 
by large cacti and Joshua trees, named by 
early Mormon pioneers after the Old 
Testament prophet Joshua, waving them on, 
with upraised arms, towards the Promised 
Land. We messed about in ridge lift, and 
later thermal, landing after about an hour 
of playground bliss. 

The next day, San Diego did not go to 
work. The fires were so severe that people 
were advised to stay indoors with their 
families. I had taken over five hours to drive 
back to my hotel the previous day, finally 
taking a 70-mile cross-country route over 
the mountains. This amounted to an over­
whelmingly large number of hairpin bends, 
taken late into the night, against a backdrop 
of hillside infernos. 

The following Saturday I set off again, 
arriving at Crystalaire in a little under 
90 minutes. The weather had become wintry 
- well, it was mid November. lt was raining 
in LA, but the mountains were blocking the 
Pacific marine air from crossing on to the 
cu-popping desert side. Sharp temperature 
differences reputedly produce some very 
strong lift here. On a typical summer's day, 
it is soarable by 1 Oam and, by mid-day, you 
can be setting off on a 500km clash from 
14,000ft. For the rest of the year, Crystalaire 
enjoys largely uninterrupted ridge and wave. 

I hired an Astir, be<lutifully maintained 
and equipped with a healthy display of 
instrumentation, including a transponder. 
it was mine for the afternoon. I had some 
pretensions to go somewhere, and was 
armed with a map, but decided when air­
borne to stay local. One hour into the flight, 
I picked up some wave and spent the next 
90 minutes playing amongst the snow-dusted 
mountains, in heady ozone and stunning 
scenery. 

I finally had to leave the fairy-tale mountain 
backdrop and my smoke-free gliding oasis. 
On returning, ash had now all but stopped 
falling in the hotel car park and my satnav 
was sounding bored. As I closed the lift door 
to my room, to begin another week of sales 
training, it was just possible to hear me utter 
that infamous phrase of the new Governor 
of California: " I'll be back! " 

Richard Starey 

The hosts at Crystalaire (www.greatwesternsoaring.com) 
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Hooked on Minden 
THANKS to Platypus' joyful description 

-"probably the best gliding site in the 
world" - Nevada's Minden must be 

known, at least by repute, to almost every 
British glider pilot. 

I have been fortunate to be able to make 
one or more expeditions to Minden almost 
every year since 1997. Initially I went for the 
wave, but more recently it has been thermal 
conditions that have drawn me there. 

Since it is so easy, and relatively cheap 
considering how far away it is, to get to 
Minclen, I thought it might be interesting to 
jot down some of my recollections of flights 
there, perhaps to encourage other British 
glider pilots to head out that way. 

Minden, or more properly Minden-Tahoe 
Airport, is situated in the Carson Valley, 
close to the California-Nevada border, just to 
the east of Lake Tahoe and the Sierra Nevada 
mountain range. Ground level in the valley 
is almost S,OOOft above sea level, with the 
Sierras rising a further 8,000ft. 

When the jet stream sets up over this area 
it can produce perfect conditions for really 
strong w<lve off the Sierras, and at least one 
of the locals reckons to have been over 
40,000ft in a glider more often than anyone 
else in the world! 

If you head south from M inden you come 
to Mono Lake and then the Owens Valley 
running between the Sierras and the White 
Mountains. Further south yet, and a li ttle to 
the east, there is Death Va lley. East from 
Minden takes you towards the centre of the 
Great Basin, the aftermath of a vast inland 
sea that once covered most of Nevada. 

Thermals can be fabulous, averaging 1 rkt 
or more to cloudbases around 18,000ft, but 
people who haven't been there yet tend to 
overlook the other side of this, the huge 
areas of 1 Okt sink, and the fact that places to 
land out without damaging the glider are 
rather fa r apart. 

In April 1997 four of us, John Barrie-Smith 
and Geoff Chaplin from Lasham, and )on 
Huband and myself from Sandhill Farm, 
arr·ived in Minden for the first time. After an 
initial briefing we were sent off to the FAA in 
Reno to get our US Glider Pilot Licences 
(this would not be nearly so easy .now after 
September the 11th) and got back to the 
airfield around lunchtime. 

As we prepared for site checks we naively 
asked: "where's the wave" to be told: " look 
up there". What we saw was a sky fu ll of 
stretched-out cumulus clouds. 

Metaphorically, we drew straws for the 
order of check flights and John went first. 
As well as the usual checks we were towed 
around in rotor to see how well we could 
cope with that amount of turbulence on tow 
and did wave familiarisation with one of the 
loca l instructors. John completed his checks 
then launched solo for an immediate 
Diamond height! My own checks came next, 

but by the time I headed off on my own 
the wave window was closing - in the US 
all flights over FL 180 are subject to ATC 
clearance- so I shot up to 18,000ft and 
then had to stop, quite frustrating. 

The wave didn't return for a couple of 
days, and then not so strongly, but I did 
manage a flight to 22,000ft for my Gold 
height that year. On another trip I completed 
the Diamond with a flight to 27,000ft, and 
got my first "Lennie" for going above 
25,000ft in wave. Since then I've also made 
a couple of flights above 30,000ft, which 
achieved my personal goal of being high 
enough to imagine the whole world, Everest 
and all, spinning underneath me without 
touching me. On one of those flights I even 
watched a local instructor climbing up in the 
wave as he was flying a succession of loops! 

My rea l interest in wave now is for cross­
country flying. In the right conditions it is 
possible to fly along the edge of the Sierras 
in wave for some considerable distance, 
which makes very fJst cross-country speeds 
possible, limited only by the glider's VNE. Of 
course the record-breaking flights along the 
much longer Andes show that in the right 
place you can do much, much better. 

So fJr I've had some fabulous ad hoc 
flights in wave at just below FL 180, and 
declared one 300km out-and-return but 
ended up falling out of the wave north of 
Reno and then spending hours digging 
myself back up into the wave to get high 
enough to get back over Reno International 
Airport's airspace. A couple of days earlier 
John wasn't so lucky and Reno tower kindly 
gave him his own runway to land there, and 
routed 737s around him in the circuit. 

After a few years of spring-tim trips to 
Minden I felt I wanted to e.zplore summer, 
thermal conditions there too. Mind you, 
even in March the conditions can be good 
enough for 300km tasks, but in mid-summer 
there is the potential for really long flights. 

My work took me to the San Francisco Bay 
area a number of times one year and let me 
snatch summer weekends at Minden, and 
I began to learn the thermal ropes for the site 
and the area. One of the difficulties in the 
summer is to escape from the Carson Valley, 
since early in the day the inversion layer 
over the v<llley tends to be lower than the 
mountains surrounding it. 

Then in the summer of 2000 I managed to 
arrange for a nine-day trip to Minden, with 
the aim of getting my third Diamond. For the 
first few days I attempted a number of 
500km yo-yo tasks but ended up getting shot 
down each time by the wave that usually 
sets up towards the end of each day and 
greatly influences the thermals. 

Getting tired of landing out I decided to 
try a different route and declared a SOOkm 
out-and-return task, making use of the logger 
for a remote start and finish, and a single 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:www.greatwesternsoaring.com


turn point set up using the co-ordinates of a 
mountain peak in the Whites range, close to 
Tinemaha Dam. 

The day looked promising but that turned 
out to be slightly deceptive. Getting 
launched was the first issue: my Discus was 
full of water and at about S,OOOft elevation 
and over 30°( I needed almost the whole 
4,000ft paved runway to get airborne, even 
being towed by a 260bhp Pawnee. 

I released from tow and got a feel for the 
day's thermals then headed for the start, 
whi h I passed through at about 8,000ft. 
After getting out of the valley (basically by 
working higher and higher up the slopes, 
where the inversion layer is gradually getting 
pushed up by the proximity of the ground) 
I climbed to 14,000ft over the Pine NL_Its 
range which forms the eastern edge of the 
valley. This is my idea of a reasonably safe 
altitude to depart from the Carson Valley 
given the horrendous sink that you can often 
meet as you head outh towards Mount 
Patterson and Mount Grant. 

I worked my way down towards Mono 
Lake, gradually ga ining height, and regretful­
ly jettisoning my waterballast at a judicious 
altitude (the freezing level that day was 
around 16,000ft, and despite the gliding 
operation's use of anti-freeze I would rather 
not take any chances). 

Then I had to dec ide whether to try and 
hop across to the Whites by the shorter route 
east of Mono Lake or take the longer, safer 
route on the Sierras to the west. The sky 
looked promising ahead so I took the eastern 
route and managed to find enough lift on 
my way across to reach the Whites at 
around 12,000ft. I took a climb there to 
about 16,000ft and then set off down the 
Whites hardly turning at all since there was 
such raging lift all along their western face. 
Mainly I had to adjust my flying speed to 
avoid accidentally climbing through FL 180! 

After getting to my turn point I headed 
back northwards along the Whites, following 
almost exactly the same path as on the way 
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south- having a logger is really useful for 
analysing flights afterwards. As I neared the 
northern end of the Whites I could see a 
horrific group of storms which had set up 
over Mono Lake and the area around it, with 
virga hanging down several thousand feet 
from the main cloud base. I now know that, 
in the summer, afternoon storms such as 
these are quite commonplace in the Minden 
region, caused by the monsoonal flow 
which sets up - there is a huge amount of 
rain but virtually none gets to the ground. 

The storms were worst by the Sierras so 
I could see that if I was to get back to the 
north I would need to fly to the east of 
Mono Lake, in an area that still looked 
pretty unattractive and where, once I'd left 
the Whites, the next airfield I could land at (I 
didn't fancy Platypus Flats in the middle of 
nowhere with a several-hour or a day walk 
to get out and get a retrieve) was about 

'I found myself under what 
must have been a quite active 

cu-nim, flying at VNE' 

70km away. Talk about being committed to 
getting it right! 

My spirits were lifted when I heard a radio 
call from an American glider pilot who had 
made it across along more or less the same 
route as I was planning, so I set off. I had 
expected there to be huge sink given the 
virga hanging down, but I found myself 
under what must have been quite an active 
cu-nim and I ended up flying at VNE to more 
or less maintain altitude. Even so I only just 
kept under FL 180. Then I hit the sink, and 
eventually emerged into overcast, watery 
sunlight on the northern edge of the storm. 

I found some weak lift on the edge of a 
cloud and started to climb, then decided to 
move a bit, quite a bit, further away when 
I saw lightning come out from the cloud. I 
flew towards Barron Hilton's ranch and 
airstrip, thinking that even if I couldn't find 
any lift I could land there. However my luck 

was in and I managed to take a climb to 
about 1 6,000ft and set off for home, albeit 
flying a lot more slowly than on the way out. 

The storms had the effect of draining most 
of the energy in the area and I found myself 
getting lower and lower around Mount 
Pattcrson; it looked like I would end up 
landing out after all. Then I managed one 
more decent climb and tiptoed back into the 
southern end of the Carson Valley following 
the line of convergence that sets up roughly 
in the middle there in the afternoon as ai r 
falls back down the valley sides. 

I made it back to the finish and landed at 
Minden with a huge feeling of satisfaction at 
having flown the SOOkm, although at that 
point I was still wondering whether it would 
be invalidated by my going through FL 180 
-as good fortune would have it, I remained 
a couple of hundred feet clear. The whole 
flight from take off to landing took just a bit 
over six hours, and my ayerage speed over 
the whole task was just short of 90km/h. 

Since then I've made a number of abortive 
attempts at substantially longcer distances, 
but one problem I can see is that flying a 
rented glider I can't carry enough oxygen for 
really long flights, since the single bottle that 
is fitted is only enough for about six hours. 
Now I need to work out how to persuade 
my wife that it would be a good idea not 
just to head out to Minden to fly but also to 
buy a glider for my occasional use out there! 

I think Minden is a real soari ng Paradise, 
and you learn a lot from flying in such 
different conditions compared to those in 
the UK. Since I' m stil l renting gliders 
perhaps I shouldn't say this, because it will 
only make it harder for me to get the better 
ones myself, but I really would encourage 
anyone contemplating a gliding holiday to 
head out to Minden - you'll probably get 
hooked, just as I've been. 

Graham Turner 
For more information on visiting the USA, see: 

www.ssa.or.g (Soaring Soc iety of America) 

www.usemhassy.org.uk !US Embassy in London) 
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AIRSPACE UPDATE 

Gliding and UK Airspace 
Carr Withal!, chairman of the BGA Airspace Committee, provides a brief assessment of 2003 and the 
annual reminder on airspace knowledge that all glider pilots should know 

IN 2003, the many airspace changes to the 
East of Manchester were introduced as 
well as the new airway from Manchester 

to Newcastl e. These changes have greatly 
affected the high wave climbing areas in 
Yorkshire. The wave cross-country flights to 
the north have been assured by an ogrec­
ment with Newc<Jstle ATC. 

As I mentioned last year, the next are<J of 
<J irsp<1Ce that was to be redesigned was in 
the Clacton area. This was completed came 
into effect on March 18, 2004. You will see 
from the map (opposite) that it is mostly 
high-level < irspace. it does affect a couple of 
clubs, whose pilots will have to fly further 
before they can take high climbs into cloud. 

The next <Jrea for redesign is to the West 
of London and Birmingham (The West End 
Development). See Future airspace concerns 
loter in this article. 

Last seoson British gliding had some very 
bad publicity, when - it is olleged - th<Jt on 
two occasions a glider infringed <1 Temporary 
Restricted Airspace (TRA) where an air 
display was taking place. The Red Arrows 
hod to stop their display. There is NO excuse 
for this to happen when information on oir 
displays, royal ilights, and so on is read ily 
avai lable from several sources. The Red 
Arrows display progromme can be seen on 
their web ite. www.raf mod.uk/reds 

I know that the introduction of the new 
AIS website caused mass confusion but it is 
now more user friendly (www.ais.org.uk). 
The BGA website (www.gliding.co.uk) link 
to Airspace gives details of how to use the 
site for flight planning. Th is together w ith the 
free Avbrief and NOTAMPL0Tv2, th<Jt can 
be downloaded to show any area pictorially, 
will <Jssist all General Aviation (GA) users to 
be properly briefed before flying. 

The "One Sky One Day" European airspace 
strategy hos achieved its first objective of a 
common upper division Flight Level of 
FL 195. Above this level all airspace is 
Class C airspace. Some states made this 
~a nge on November 27, 2003. The UK is 

unlikely to make it until November 2004. 
When this happens, Class B airspace will no 
longer ex ist. Our existing agreements for 
high fl y ing wave areas will continue as at 
present. This change means that the upper 
airspace will sta rt at FL 195 instead of FL245 
as it is today. The strategy's next objective, to 
achieve total contro lled airspace above <1 

lower level, possibly as low as FL95, is 
being strongly opposed by the UK and some 
other European stales. 

Transponders 
Following a mid air collision between two 
airliners over India, some years ago, ICAO 
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decided that every aeroplane should be 
fitted wi th a transponder. The UK has agreed 
that the date for all GA aircraft and gliders to 
be fitted with a Mode S transponder is 2008. 
However other European states, including 
France and Germany, are implementing this 
rule from March 31 , 2005 when flying in 
certain designated areas - Class D airspace, 
for example. 

The UK is developing a low power (20 
watt) ModeS transponder that is suitable for 
gliders and thi s may be available by the end 
of this year. A full history and explanation of 
transponders appears on p20 of this issue. 

ICAO Airspace Classification 
In November 1991 the UK adopted the new 
system of international airspace classification 
developed by the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation ICAO. The status of a piece of 
nirspace is denoted by a letter which wi ll be 
shown on all aeronautical charts, and it is 
this letter rather than the title of the airspace 
that will determine the rules applying to it. 
For example, in the UK airways will all be 
Class A, but in other countries they may be 
Class E. In order to fly within Controlled 
Airspace, gliders w ill often require legal 
exemptions, and the availabil ity and nature 
of these wi 11 vary from country to country. 

Class A Controlled Airspace 

Cotswold CTA Daventry CTA 
London CTR London TMA 
Manchester TMA Worthing CTA 
All Airways (except where they pass 
through a TMA, CTA or CTR of lower 
status) 

As from November 6, 1997 NO airways 
can be crossed by gliders. 

Exceptionally, gliders may cross sections 
of Class A airspace by v irtue of a Letter of 
Agreement (LoA), which w ill have very 
detailed procedures to be followed. These 
LoA will be specific to a club operation. 
Camphill has an agreement for crossing air­
way B1 . There is also an agreement for 
crossing airways B2 and B226 in Scotland, 
which applies nationally. However both 
these agreements require pilots to have read 
the detailed procedures and signed the BGA 
form, which MUST be given to the CFI 
before undertaking a crossing flight. 

Class B Controlled Airspace 
The entire airspace over the UK above 
FL245, comprising the Upper Airspace CTA 
and the Hebrides Upper Control Area (UTA), 
is lass B Airspace. 

Gliders are no long r allowed to fly in this 

oirspoce wi thout restriction. 
Specified areas have been agreed that can 

be activated by clubs using the procedure 
for glider operations in Closs B airspace. The 
requirement for notice of activation of these 
are<Js has been reduced to two hours. 

Class C Controlled Airspace 
No UK airspace falls in this category <Jt the 
time of going to press, although this is likely 
to change later this year (see above). 

Class D Controlled Airspace 
All Class D airspace (formerly Special Rules 
Airspace) requires an ATC c learance to enter 
and transit this airspace. Pilots w ill also be 
flying in VMC condition ·. Any pilot w ishing 
to enter it must: 

1. Contact the ATC unit and poss details of 
aircra ft's position, level and proposed track. 
2. Obtain entry clearance. 
3. Listen out on the frequency whilst in that 
airspace. 
4. Comply with ATC instructions. 

The above rules apply to gliders in all Class 
D Areas: 

Aberdeen CTR/CTA 
Belfast CTR 
Belfast City CTR/CTA 
Birmingham CTR/CTA 
Bournemouth CTR 
Bristol CTRJCTA 
Brize Norton CTR 
Cardiff CTR/CTA 
East Midlands CTR6(:TA 
Edinburgh CTR 
Glasgow CTR 
Leeds/Bradford CTR/ CTA 
Liverpool CTR 
Lyneham CTR/CTA 
London Gatwick CTR/CTA 
London Stansted CTR/ CTA 
London City CTR 
London Luton CTR/CTA 
Manchester CTR/CTA 
Newcastle CTR/CTA 
Scottish TMA 
Solent CTA 
Southampton CTR/CTA 
Teesside CTR/CTA 

There is a form to complete after flying 
through Class D airspace. All clubs do have 
copies. Completing th is form w ill give the 
BGA and the CAA statistics on how many 
gliders have been granted clearances to 
continue their flights and identify any ATC 
unit. that may be unhelpfu l. There is NO 
restriction to asking any ATC unit in Class D 
for clearance to fl y through their area. Most 
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Changes to Clacton Airspace below FL245 

are only "busy" for short periods usually 
ea rl y morning and late aftern oon. Much of 
th e traffi c is transiting light aircraft or flying 
school trwffic. 

Th e Cod' of Conduct for Glider Fli ghts 
through Cla. s 0 CJ irspace is still relevant as it 
s ts out good .J irmanship practi se. 

M ost pilots who have asked for clearances 
obtain them from helpful controllers but a 
few hav b n refused c learances. With 
more edu ation <:~ncl visit s from pilots to their 
loca l ATC unit, c learances should become 
the norm. 

Code of Conduct for Glider Flights 
Through Class D Airspace 
V\lith the ever-increas ing size of Class 0 
areas the need to fl y through them on cross-
ount ry flights w ill occur more freCJuentl y. 

Pil ots can ask for a cl earanc to fl y through 
ANY lass 0 airspace. Th e code set out 
below is a guide to good airmanship 
practi · 

·t. lider pilots should plan to route their 
flights throu ' h la ss 0 airspace wh Jn it is 
clcJr th at th e r~~ are adv,lntages from so 
doing, such as better wea ther and short>r 
tra ck dist, nee. 

2. Fli ghts should try to sp ncl the minimum 
time in Class D airspa - . Pil ots should avoid 
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circling on or c lose to the run way extended 
centre lines, since this may well interfere 
with departing or arri ving traffi c. 

3. Keep the controller informed if, for any 
reason, such as massive sink, you have to 
chang your planned course. 

4. Good lookout is vital at all times, and 
glider pilots should be prep~ned to initiate 
<lVoiding action notwithstanding their right of 
vvJy priority. Gliders ,ne not always visible 
on rad<lr. 

5 . Competition t<lsks should NOT be set 
through Class 0 airspace. Where a task leg 
has to be set c lose to Class 0 airspace Lh 
t\TC unit should be informed. When pas i­
ble, control point(s) should be estab li sh d, 
tu help Pnsure that gliders remJin out side 
th e air·sp<Ke. 

Class E Airspace 
The Belfast T1v\A and parts of the Scotti sh 
TMA are notified <l S Class E and permit 
all aircraft (including gliders) to fly in this 
area without AT cl ee1rance subject to 
maintaining VM 

Class F Airspace 
An Advi sory Route (AOR) is a route used by 
airline type traffi c without the full protection 
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of an airway. Although depicted onl y as <1 

centr·eline on UK aeronil uti ca l chil rts it is 
nominJII y ·1 Onm w ide. Gliders may cross 
Cla ss F airspace w ithout restri c tion but 
ca ution should be exercised . 

Class G Airspace J 

This is the term given to the "open" FIR 
(Flight In formati on Region), which is the 
uncontrolled airspace not subject to any of 
the previous lassific<ltions. Within Class G 
<l irspace there are va ri ous non-ICAO types of 
airspace, w hich are described below. 
Within IJss F Jnd G Jirspace aircraft are 
sep<l rated on a pure! ee and be <;e n con-

ept. If requested, a fli ght informati on serv­
ice (F IS) may be provided by c ivil and mili­
tary ATC units. M ost small li ght aircraft talk 
to wh oever will li sten Js th e)' fl y arounci the 
country. 

Visual Meteorological Conditions (VMC) 
VMC conditions for Class 0 , E and in the 
open FIR below FL 100 are: th at an aircra ft 
shall remain 1 ,OOOft verti call y, and I ,5 00 
metres hori zontall y from cloud in J fli ght 
vi sibility of 5km . Below 3,000 ft AMSL an 
air _raft shJII remain c l '<H of c loud in J fli ght 
visibility oi 5km and in ~igh t of the ground . 
Additionall y when fl y ing in the O pen FIR 
below 3,000ft and below140kt fli ght is per-
mitted in fli ght visibiliti es of 1,500 metres. :l!>-
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AIRSPACE UPDATE 

> Local agreements 
t\ number of loca l agr~ ments exist, which 
modify the effects of ·ome of the airspace 
listed above. Letters o f Agre mcnt (loA) 
between J glid ing club and a nearby airport 
can make airspace either more or I s 
restri ctive than described above, depending 
on circumstances. These <Jrrangements are 
too numerous to list in full. 

Club that h<we LoAs must encourage their 
pilot to make use of th e agreements. Th s 
agreements take up il l,1 rg amount of time 
and ffort to achieve and if ATC authorities 
can see thJt they ilre not being used then we 
shall lose them. Use it or lose it' 

_opies of LoAs should be ava ilable from 
your club. 

Aerodrome Traffic Zone (ATZ) 
A glider p ilot w ishing to enter an ATZ must 
first call the airfield on the notified rad il1 
frequency. An ATZ is on ly <JCiiv during the 
notified hours of operation of the airfield. 
A few ATZs mJy be active only at weekends 
and Bank Holidays. Many mi litary airfields 
are> notified asp rmanently a l ive th ugh in 
reality this is nol the c se. Non ' th less the 
A Zs must be regarded as cliv at all times. 
At an airfi Id w ith an Ai r Traffic ontro l 
(ATC) unit, that unit is able to give or refuse 
permission ior any aircra ft to l'nter the ;\TZ 
and to give clear<:~nces to take-oi f or la nd. 
AI Jn airfield with Jn Aerodrome Flight 
In format ion Service (AFIS) or Air/Ground 
(NG) servi ·e, that unit i ~ ahiP only to p;:1ss 
information from which a pi lot may ju lge 
whether or not i t is ;,1fe to enter the AIL 
or to lake-oil ur land; in other words, the 
unit annot issue cleJrances or w ithho ld 
permissi n. 

The following categories o f ai rfield are 
protected by ;Jn ATZ: Government aero­
dromes and li c;ensed aerodromes with c ne 
of the abov typ of servi e. 

The ATZ comprises th irspace extending 
fmm ground level to 2,000it above the level 
of the aerodrom and w ithin a r<Jcl ius of 
2 or 2. nm of the centre of the Jerudrome, 
depending on the length of the main run­
vvay. 

At airfi lcls w ithout ATZs, including most 
gliding_ ites, r~~garcl l ess of how busy they 
ar , a itinerant aircrJfl may I gaily penetra 
the airspace near and ov r the airfield, 
provided that the pi lot conforms to the traffi 
pattern or ke ps clear of the c ircui t, irspace, 
and observes the normal rules of good 
airmansh ip to avoid confli ting w ith other 
ai rcraft. 

For landing at airfields w ith or w ithout 
ATZs, il hould be noledthal manv are listed 
in the UK A ir Pilot as "PPR", "PPR, lo non­
radio aircra ft" or even "not avi'li i,lhle to non­
radio ,1ircraft". ~'PR (Prior Perm ission 
Required) means that landing permi sion 
must b obtain cl in advance of the flioht, 
for ex-ample, by telephone. All mil ilary 
airfields are ffectively PPR and w ill nol 
permit landing · by ivil aircraft except 
where they hav b en pre-arranged, or in 
an emergency. 
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Military Aerodrome Traffic Zones 
The rules applicable to the penetr<J tion of a 
1'viATZ are not mc~nd,1 t ory for civil <:1 ircraft 
and the a me L1 ppl ies tu the Lakenheath 
Militar·y Control Zone. However, radio con­
tact is Jdvisecl and inside every M ATZ there 
is Jn ATZ, the rules of which must be 
obs rv d. 

A stand<Jrd IATZ comprises the ai rspace 
w ithin a Snm radius o f the centre uf the 
airfield cxl ncl ing from the surfJce to 3,000ft 
Jhove airfield elevi1lion. 

In addition, projecting stubs Snm long <:1 nd 
4nm w ide extending from 1 ,OOOft to ::l,OUOft 
above airfield elevation are ~l i g n ecl with the 
Jppro~ch to the main runway at one or both 
ends. Somlo! M ATZ may lack stubs or form 
part of a comiJined MATZ (CMATZ) 

Prohibited and Restricted Areas 
!\Proh ibited Acea (P-prci ix) is prohib ited to 
r1 il <1ir raft, wh re s il Restricted Area 
(R-pr fix) perm it · l imited ac -e·s by aircraft 
under definer! ircumsi<J n es, or exJmplc, 
i<lllding Jt ,1 nearby airfield. The~e area~ 
include atomic energy estab lishmE:'nts, 
security areas in Northern lre l<:111d and 
sensitive military installation . Must 
Restricted Areas shou ld be cO Jlsiclcred JS 

prohibi ted to gl iders but the fo llowing are 
exceptions: 

The Restricted Ai rspace est,1blishecl 
around high security prisons is applicJble 
on ly lo helicopters Jncl R1 05 Jt H ighgrove 
Hnus -', Gloucestershire, i1ppl ies only to 
heli ·opt rs and micro lights. 

R313 at campton ex ists for the purpose 
of protecting the Red Arrows' display 
tcaining. The area i a circ le of 5nm radius 
exl ncl ing to 9,5UOfl ams l Jncl active on ly 
during campton's normal operating hours, 
which are weekdays Jnd JS notified by 
NOTAM . Duri ng thes times, a glider may 
enter the a re<~ by permission of AT 
Wacldingtun. 

Temporary Restricted Airspace 
MaJOr air displays such as Farnborough or 
th International Air Tattoo (IAT) cl ispiJy al 
Fairford arc 1 rot tcd by~ mporary 
Restri ted Air;pa (TRA). 

This yeac the tAT is aga in at RAF Fa irfo rd 
on July 1 7-1 8, 2004. Be aware that Friday 
16 and Monday 19, when the aircraft arrive 
and cl part, are almost a busy as the show. 
Farnborough A ic Show i. from 19-25 Ju ly 
2004. 
Local olirling clubs usually negoti ate limited 
ace rou t tu and from their sit ' S to 
enab le non-radio gliders to continue 
operating but a glider equipped w ith su it­
ab! rJdio may fly in th area if it contJcls 
lh ATC unit designat cl by the NOTAM as 
the controll ing authority. 
O th r types ofTemporJry Restrict cl Air pace 
Jre ffe ·tively clu eel to gliders. Th y, r 
established to protect Red Arrows display 
throughout the country, p lus major llypast 
formations, over ev nts of pol iti al signi fi ­
c m ce and over lhe ·it s of major lisaslers. 
The duration and ext<O•nt of lhe restriction 

ca n h (jUit ~ short and w ill be publ ished by 
OTAM. 

Royal Flights (Purple Airspace) 
At c rtain time A irspac to protect RoyJ I 
Flights in fixed wing air rJft is established. 
Thi ~ , i rspKc is no\ r ferred to as 
Temporary Class A ai rspace. 

Detai ls are ava iiJble by using the 
Freephone service 0500 354802 or from 
AIS (mi litary) 01895 426153. OTAM 
info rmation of this ni rspa ·e may be availabl 
__ hould th fli ght be pl<:1 nn d in advance. 
The AIS website (www.ais.org. uk) w il l have 
th is information. 

NOTAMs covering Roya l helicopter fl ights 
hJve ceased. These fl ights are not protected 
by Tempor,1ry Class A airspac 

Clubs should telephone daily in order to 
obtain iniornlJtion tln Royal Flights. Gli cl rs 
are not permitted to fly w ith in Temp rary 
U s A AirspJce, even by contacting ATC. 

NOTAMs 
TI1 1\JOTAM system has changed over the 
IJst few years. Essential fli ght p lann ing 
information is obtJinJble from several 
different sources. 

UK Air Pilot AI RAC Supplements are the 
formal method o f notifying permanent 
changes to c1 irspace but can on ly be 
obta ined i1S p;:1 rt of a sui riplion to the 
enti re Air Pilo t. The A ir Pilot is now available 
on CD and is updated every month. 

1-ly fa r the best way to obtJin Jl l the up-to­
date inform,lt ion is from the AIS websiLe 
(www.ais.Orf5. uk). 

Danger Areas 
The UK is covered with DJnger A reas of 
many types, hapes and size . They ,1re 
activ part- time, p ·rmanently or w hen 
notified by NOTAM. Full detail s w ill be 
found in the UK Air Pi lo t, RAC Section. 
The chart of UK A irspace Restrictions is 
also useful. .J 

The U K A ir l ' ih t l ists only the type of 
activity most likely lu be ncountered, bu t 
in practice various haLaccls may be encoun­
tered wh "n manoeuvring outsid ~ the con­
fines of th D<111ger f\cea espe b lly if il i~ a 
Weapons Rang Danger Area. 

M any Dang r l\reas contJin areas over 
which fligh t is prohibited at times within the 
period o f activi ty of thE· Danger Area by 
recson of bye-laws mJd > under th Mi l itary 
Lands Act 1892 and asso iatecl legislc1tion. 

lt is also worth noting that the UK Air Pi lo t 
does not l ist Danger Areas w ith upper limits 
500ft or less ilho c the local su rface, to 
which prohibi ting bye-laws may also app ly. 

With lh e e c ption ·, ilight through a 
0;:111ger Area is not prohibi ted, but may be 
foolh,mly. 

For rta in Danger Areas, a Danger Area 
Crossing Service, most notably for alisbury 
PIJin, is avii il b le, ca ll Salisbury Plain 
Control on 1 2.7.5Mhz. A Danger Area 
A tivity Servi is ava ilaiJie in other cnses: 
th i should be viewed as n means o f 
stDb lishing the state of activity of J Danger 
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Area Jt a parti cular time, not as a cl ea rance 
to cross it. 

A convenient summary of these tw o 
sPrvi ces and the ATC units to contact is 
printed Jt th e foot of the 1: 500 000 seri es 
Cf\A charts. 

PJrti cular care should be taken to avoid 
W <:>s ton on th e Gre n (D12<J ). which is used 
extensive ly for militil ry paratroops training . 
Rrize Radar (on 134 .3) will confirm activity 
SIJI.US. 

Parachuting 
Th re are many sites around the cou r1tr y zllld 
a few opcr,lte every d<Jy and Jre ex tr·cmc ly 
hu~y. Th(~ li st of parachute si tes Jnd the 
appropriate contact ATSU/A for transit 
information i ~ on the maps. 

The airspace is contain cl in J c ircle radius 
1.5 or 2nm from the centre of the drop z.one 
up to a max imum of FU 50. 

You will N OT e • a 1i-ee t;111 parachutist in 
time to take avoiding action. 

The BGA website' A irspace secti on has a 
link showing all parachute sites and radio 
frequencie . 

NOTE: This list adds anoth er 0.5nm to th e 
radius of drop zone . Thi is for pilots flying 
wi th moving mJp di sp lay· 1 r ceive a warn­
ing wh en within 0.5 nm of a dr r zone. 

High Intensity Radio Transmission 
Areas 
These contain powerful radi o em iss ions, 
wh ich may cause interferen e w ith glider 
radios, electri c var iometers, el ctrnni 
barographs and loggers. In parti cular 
Fylingda les is so pow rful that pro longed 
xpo ur may be injuriou · to heJ ith . 

Areas of Intense Aerial Activity 
;\n AI AA is ai rspacc not otherwi se prot tccl 
by regulated airspace but where th e act ivity 
of civil and/or military flying i. excepti onall y 
high or within whi ch aircraft regul arly 
participate in unusual manoeuvres. 

C liders may penetrate these are<Js but in 
view of the hazards, a shMp lookout is 
es>ential. 

Military Low Flying System 
Low flying by high performance military 
aircrJft takes place in most parts oi the 
UK up to 2,000ft agl, with the grea test 
concentr<1tion between 250ft and 500ft. A 
chart is available denoting the ~y~ t e rn (UK 
Air Pilot, RAC Section ). 

1'v\ost gliding sites are notified to th e 
Min istry of Defence, wh ich affords th em the 
status of a Military Avoidanc • Zone, usually 
with a rad ius of 1 .5nm. 

Radar Advisory Service Area 
A RASA is an area of ,1irspa ce in which <1 

pilot may, if he/she so chooses, Jvail 
him/herself of the services of J r,1dar unit. 

There is nu requirement tu do so, and a 
glider pilot should not <lssume th at other 
aircrilft art• bt•ing separatt•d from him, nor 
even thJt the radilr unit is ilware of t·he 
glider's presenct' . 
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The Airprox system 
1\n airprox may be fil ed by a pilot who 
considers his fli ght to have been endangered 
by the proximity of another <Jir ·raft. 

All airproxes Me investi ga ted by the 
United Kin gdom Airprox Board, whose 
deliberations are confidentiJI so JS to 
preserve <J nonymity. The purpose of a UKAB 
investigution is to cletc' rmine what l<:>ssons 
Cd n be le<Hnt, not to take punitive act ion. 

l'rompt Jirprox reportin g is v ital if th e 
other aircraft is to be traced. If in rJdio 
co ntact with an ATC unit report to thern ,11 
once, o r if thi s is not possible, tel •phone 
soon aiter landing. Ca ll A IS (M IU at LATCC 
West Dr;1yton on 0 189 426133, who w ill 
s-tart traci ng iiCt i >n at once ,md info rm the 
UKAB. Fo llow this up w ith a w ritten report 
on form CA 1 OC:J4 to the UKAB w ithin seven 
days. A lways use GMT (UTC is the same) in 
reports. Every club has been issued w ith this 
iorm. 

UK!\B can b~:; contacted in working hours 
on Olfl'JS 815125 or fax on Cri 89S 815124 . 
Their address is: 

The Director, 
UKAI~, 

Hillingdon House, 
Uxhriclge, 
Middlesex, 
UEliOORU. 
li filing an Airprox or ii you suspect one 

may be fi led Jga inst you then pl eilse ,1lso 
contact the following BGA coniJcts: Bruce 
Cooper brucc.coopcr68 !!Pvirgin.net or Carr 
v\lith,1ll 01442 8625 77. If ca rry ing a logger 
ple<tse keep the lrJce. The use of traces may 
vvell prov ide evidence against exaggerated 
cl aims. 

Use of radio 
gli der pi lo t possess ing a radio op ··rator's 

li cence (R/T Licence) is entitl ed to use all 
the available aeronautical frequenc ies o f J 
760-cha nnel radio. This permits SE.eking 
access to the following types oi ,1irspace that 
rnay be otherwise closed to gl iclers: th e new 
Class B airspace Jrcas, Jny Class D airspace 
and Aerodrome Traffic Zones, and some 
types of permanent and Temporary 
Re tri cted i\ir~pace and some Danger Arec1s. 

Radio cannot be used to request entry 
c le3 rJnce into Cla ss A airspace (except by 
spec ial arrangement). 

Al l c lubs have a copy oi where and w ith 
whom one can t<tkc the R/T licc•ncc test. The 
li cence w ill be va lid ior ten yea rs. 

Future airspace concerns 
As mentioned earli er, the next major change 
is th e redes ign of much of th e contro lled 
airspJce to the west of London and 
Birn1ingham. Th se changes arc clue• to take 
place in March 2006. 

Bri stol and Ca rdiff are request ing more 
contro lled airspace and ,1 n extension to the 
airw<ly parallel to A25 over \1\/al es is 
planned. Th e bJse of Airway A2 5 is to be 
ra i s~c• cl. All th e clubs affected are active ly 
involved. 

East Midlands airport's proposed expansion 

to thE' Class D airspace has been de layed 
until the end of this year. 

Edinburgh plans to change most of th c~ ir 
local <1 irspacc from Class E, no radio, to 
Class D. M eetings with Edinburgh ATC have 
been very constru ctive and fr·icndly. 

Maps 
There is much w;eful inforrmrtion at th e 
hottorn and side of CAA charts th at ca n 
grea tl y assist on cross-country fli ghts: for 
example, ATZ frcquen ·ics, parachute site 
contact frequencies, DJnger Area act iv ity 
and so on. 

With ever increas ing numbers of gli ders 
and light aircraft fl y ing around it is essential 
to use every b it of airspace poss ible . This 
ca n onl y be achieved if the correct frt•quen­
cy is immediiltely to hand when you w ish to 
inform airfields that you are likely to fl y over 
or through their zonl '. 

The new Southern U K hillf-milli on Edition 
30 is clue out on Apri l I 'i, 2004. The new 
Northern UK Edition 27 is dw! out on May 
13, 2004. 

See the BGA website (www.glirling.co .uk 
Airspace, C:hMb) ur tlw ddvert on pilge (>of 
thi s S&C for ,1 complete li sting. 

Airspace infringements 
If due to the diffi culty of try ing to stay air­
borne one drifts into control led airspace 
then IJLEi\SE ca ll the t\TC unit and apo logise 
giv ing your good reason fo r the intrusion. 
They DO NOT CARE if you do not h<'lve an 
RfT licence but they DO CARE if the air­
space that is in tlll'ir contro l is infringed . 
With th e requirement to obtain an RIT 
li cence to fl y w ithin lass D airspace, pilots 
should become mor confident to tct lk to 
o ther ai rfi elds that they may be flying cl ose 
by. A brief court 'sy ca ll is w elcomed by 
most controllers and will reinforce th e 
position that w e are "profess ional" pi lots. 

Finally, if you're lost, .. 
Remember if you are truly lost and worried 
about infringing controlled airspJce c<1 ll on 
the di stress frequ ency 121.S. Thi s se rvice 
ca n very quickly find an aircraft as long Js it 
is about 2-3,000ft clncl South of Manchustcr. 

References 
The information in this c1rticle is on ly a brief 
·ynopsis of the airspace rul es d~ they affect 
glider pilots and is believed to be acc:urat 
at the time of writing. In case of doubt 
authoritati ve references should he consulted. 
Th ese are: 
Air Naviga tion Order 1980; 
Rul es of th e Air Regul ations 1991; 
UK Air Pilot, IV\. S"C tion. 

GGA Laws and Rules, 14th edition, June 
:2003, rcllec: ts th e current ll'gislation. 

Abhrev i<ll ion>. C TA =Control 1\rl-'.1, CTR = Control 

Zon e. TMA = Tcrm in,1l r'Amoeuvring i \r<>J (I he lower 

lim ir of,, CT.<\ or TMJ\ ;, .<n ,IIr itudc or !light levd 

;1bove th 'urLH e, w hl'f'(' ;t> ,1 CTR <'Xlend' ro 
grqund ll?vd ) 
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MOUNTAINS high are a ma,or element of the soaring 

scenery on RAFGSA expeditions to France and Chtle. 

Carl Peters tdkf's Ills camera Wtlh him when he jOins 

tllem. and thts page shows the results 

Abolill: Car/ took this shot of an Italian gltder while he 

was nymg m a Janus near the gltdtng site of Rletl. the 

exped was based at Sisteron m tile French Alps 

Lefl The imposing scenery over the Aconcngua and 

Colorado RIVer Valleys, seen from 12, OOOft. A good 

climb here g1ves you access to the bigger mountains. 

Below: 11 all looks considerably more daunting from ttere 

-a Janus gltder. flown by Paul McLean, goes "down 

amongst the rocks' to use the best lift close to the slope 
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ountain 
OKAY, at around 700ft AMSL 1ts not exactly a mountain, 

but Dave Bland of /he Bn'stol & Gloucesters/ure GC 

recorded these magnificent views acro$5 the valley 

below Ius home site, Nymspfie/d. at the end at 2003. 

Above looking over the Sevem Valley towards Wales 

Top right: the piCture from Nympsfield. lookmg down the 

Cotswold edge towards Bath. In other weather. this is 

part of the long ridge used on wmter cross-countn'es 

R1ght. the hilltop club, on the escarpment, with its line of 

while trailers visible 1n front of the treel/ne and the fog 

Below back to the mountams. wrih R1chard Benne/Is 

latest PICtures from Ius regular tnps to the Austrian Alps 
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The Black Mountains Gliding Club 
MAKE 2004 YOUR YEAR - COME TO TALGARTH 

Average flight times in excess of 1 hour means you can really get some air time. 
Courses available: 

• ab-in itio consolidation training, accelerate your c+ub train ing. 
• solo to bronze get solo at Talgarth, aerotow training, get your bronze legs, 

and ground school prior to sitting the paper. 
• Advanced hillsoaring courses. 
• Mountain wave flying . 

The club operates 7 days a week from Easter. 

For more details:· Visit our web site~~ E mail (Preferred)~ Telephone 01874 711463 

Tasman 
Instruments 

V1000 Vario 

• No flask- simple to install 2.25" • Digital audio LCD display with average 
• Digital differentiation for precise response • Variable response speed 

• Inbuilt speaker • Low power consumption • Voltmeter display 
• Repeat display for two seat installation available 

Special introductory price £315.00 inc. VAT from 

SOUTHDOWN AERO SERVICES LTD 
0044 (0) 1256 381359 • 0044 (0) 1256 381816 

E-Mail: info@southdownaero.com • www.tasmaninstruments.com.au 

fly the Vale of York 

• Brilliant site • Tarmac & grass runways • No airspace res trictions • 2 Pawnee tugs • 2 winches 
• 3 x 2 seat training gliders • 3 x single seat • 2 motor gliders for faster glider training • Approved site for 
glider pilot NPPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces • Full time staff 7 day operation 
• 5 day courses £330 • fixed price to solo £895 (winch & aerotow) 

Rufforth Airfield, York Tel: 01904 738694 www-users.york.ac.ukl- mdctlygc.html 
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York Gliding 
Centre 
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FUENTEMILANOS AIRFIELD 
SEASON 2.004 

Where a Ka.6 can do 750 Km.? JUST IN FUENTE!! 
Here you can fly High on the mountains with the safety of the planes!! 

Every 20 miles we have an alternative airfield! 

Professional Staff! 
Gliders for Rent: G-103, G-102, LS.7, ASW1 9 b, DISCU S b, NI M BUS 4DM. Even 

with English Speaker Instructors. 
Daily Briefing with Weather lnfo, help for begi nners, ... In English. 

Campsites and Bungalows on side, Hotels nearby the area and cl ose to 
Segovia (1 0 miles) Tourist Town. Madrid Airport not far t han 50 miles. 

VISIT OUR WEB PA GE: 
www.fuentemilanos.com for prices and details 

e-mail: Fuentemilanos@fuentemilanos.com: info@fuentemilanos.com 
phone+34921426963 • fax : +34921426963 

The EW "D type" 
/GC approved flight recorder. 

Just £295 plus VAT and delivery. 
!GC approval for use with the most popular Garmin GPS receivers. 

Comes with DOS software and all you need to connect to your GPS ancl 

Looking for a Windows software program which can 
upload your EW unit, analyse /GC format files as well 
as task set, upload your Garmin logs and download 
your TP 's to your Garmin? Look no further than the 

tried and tested EWView3 for Windows program. 
Free trial disc set available on our web site. 

Just£ 49.95 in c. vAT & p&p ~ 

Upgrade your existing Model A & B GPS recording 
units to the latest /GC approved FR specs 

£ 75.00 +VAT in c. of servicing and 2 year calibration 
certificate. 

Upgrade + Calibration + EWView3 £95.00+ VA T 

Visit our comprehensive web site 

~@fJMffltfo@@o&J!J 

computer. Ideal for competitions and badge claims up to Diamond C. 
Incorporates the following fea tures: 24 hours of recorded position and 

height data at a 4 second sample rate, motor and pilot event ports, 
electronic declaration, 9-16 volt external power input and 9 volt internal 

battery giving up to 40 hours stand alone recording time. standard 
electronic barograph with 15Km altitude range and 5m altitude 

resolution, user se/ectable sample intervals from 1 to 999 seconds. or phone us to get more information 
extremely robust and simpte 1 button start up routine. about any EW products. 

_EW Avionics, Seymour Barn, Widmere Lane, Marlow SL7 3DF, EnglarJd._ 

E-mail ew@ewuk.co.uk - Phone & Fax 01628 477999 
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Cambridge Aero Instruments 
• 302 - Vario/Speed-to-lly/GPS/Logger 
• 302AICFR - IGC Approved GPS/Fiight Recorder 
• 303 - Nav. Display for 302/302A with final glide 

Software for Pocket PCs 
• Glide Navigator 11 
• Flight Analysis 
• VL (Volkslogger} to IGC 

Modular Cable & Power Systems 

Mounts for Pocket PCs and GPSs 

GP Ss for Pocket PCs 

Soaring Softw re for Pocket PCs 
by Chip Gamer 

• Moving map • Record unofficial IGC flight log files 
• Final glide • Final glide around multiple turn points 
• Reachable airports highlighted • FAI photo sectors displayed 
• Automatic wind calculation • Compatible with any GPS 
• Turn point Area Task support • Used by top competition pilots 
• Improved menu navigation • Perfect for new cross-country pilots 
• Optimlzed for i n-flight ease-of-use • Free upgrades for 1 year 
• large " finger sized" buttons • $200 (£120) 

0 

Start Ga""' 
WP Arrival RadiUS 

Polar Data 
Un~ts 

Map Ont!11tal10n 

OISjllay Opoons 

Prev .Jit Ne•tJL OK 

ww.cumulus-soaring.com • paul@r mde.us • 1-952-445-9033 • Minnesota • USA 

September and October 2004 (only): 
Mary-Rose: 01569 730687 

All other enquiries: 
Roy Ferguson-Dalling: 013398 85339 or 

e-mail: deeside@glidingclub.co.uk 

Adventure & Excitement with every flight 
There is no such thing as an ordinary f(ight at Aboyne; just year-round 
soaring over the most spectacular scenery in the UK. Significant X-country 
flights are possible every month. On-hand is local, expert advice together 
with our enhanced out-landing database, we'll help you get the most out 
of the day. 

For the less experienced we offer individually tailored courses and holiday 
courses at times to suit. 

Launch queues are unknown (outside our 'Visitor' Season) and we have a 
superbly fitted glider fleet available, if you can't bring your own. 

For the non-flying members of your party there is a wealth of activities in 
the area offering adventure & excitement of a more terrestrial nature! 

We look forward to welcoming you to Aboyne in 2004. 

UK Mountain Soaring Championship 5th-11th September 2004 
(The competition with Altitude!) 

J 

We offer the following services 

Manufacture & sale of approved spare parts for all SZD gliders. 

ZS JEiOW 

Inspection of & accident damage repairs to all makes of gliders - in particular major over­
hauls & life span extensions of the SZD-9bis Bocian 1 D & E, SZD-36 Cobra, SZD-24C Foka, 

SZD-30 Pirat, SZD-50.3 Puchacz and the SZD-51-1 Junior. 
Cosmetic work. 

We hold the following: BGA No. 1/A/1288, P-035 JAR 21/subsection G and D-11/JA/2001/ subsection JA. • We issue BGA 
Certificates of Airworthiness. • Our work is fully guaranteed, at highly competitive rates and delivered on time. 
• We are located in Polish Lower Silesia- near the German border at pre-war Grunau (home of the Grunau Baby), with 
easy road access to the factory. 

UK Contact: 
Stan Kochanowski on: +44 {0) 1623 64 88 91, Fax: +44 {0) 1623 43 78 22, Mobile: 07944 94 12 74 ore-mail stanislaw.kochanowski@ntlworld.com 

Contact in Poland: 
"Jez6w" Glider Works (ZS "Jez6w") - owner, Henryk Mynarski +48 {0)33 812 50 27 or e-m ail szd_bielsko@szdjezow.com.pl 
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April - May 2004 

TaskNAV v2.4 .. from £45 
• Y2.4.116- comprehensive top function gliding software . 

Full product is available by interne! download or on CD. It provides 
quality topographic vector mapping (worldwide gliding coverage). The 
CD includes hundreds of racing flight examples by top pilots. 

• Uownload from web site www.laskna\.Com 
Upgrades £39 
Full product £45 

• On C D including post and pack 
Full product £55. 

• TaskNAV is World Championships and World Air Games proven. 
Suitable for all pilots. 

Contact: l) .J Robertson 
20 Uuffield Lane, Stoke Poges, Bucks SL2 4AB 

Tel: 01753-643534 E-mail: RohertsonD.I@ .ompusene. om 
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BGA CLUB ANNUAL STATISTICS - CORRECTED 

A CS 
CLID101C CLUI.lS Ali-:CRAFT i\Ll t'--'0. or- HOUI<S KMS ,v\[MBERSHIP 

LAUNCHE t\EROTOWS FLOWN FLOWN Full EstimaiC'd 

'" ;!:. 1\'o. o( Nu. ol 
N 

"" ,;::; 
~ •r. c Temporary Fern ale ::0 0 ot:; ·;... 

~ v c._ ~ u:: Member. Members 

Anclrcas Gliding Club 1 0 5 0 342 52 69 0 1~ 32 0 
Angus Glidin • Club J 1 4 0 537 0 102 0 11 2 0 
Aquila Gliding club 3 3 25 2 13'12 1312 934 5176 t> 360 3 
ll,Jth Wilts & North Dorset Gliding Club 4 3 0 1 3490 979 1705 11375 121 230 9 
13idiord Gliding Centre J 3 4 ) 0 2949 264'J 0 0 ll9 604 3 
Black Mountains Gliding Club 2 I 31 I 2176 2176 261 1 () 79 447 :; 
HookE'r Gliding Club 8 9 8(> . I 9175 'J171 () () 23J 1500 34 
RcJrders Gliding lub 3 2 34 2 2132 2048 196 1 () 104 G5 4 
Bowland Forest Gliding Club 3 4 JO 0 5409 () 2126 0 141 387 1.1 
Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 4 4 67 2 4893 1813 . 587 0 2or, 475 17 
Buckrninster Gliding Club 3 2 22 1 330') 2007 182'! 401 0 74 241 s 
llurn Gliding Club 5 3 31 1 566R 1474 230CJ 9200 121 571 7 
Cairngonn Gliding Club 2 0 11 1 998 880 929 600 36 79 3 
C1rnbridge Gliding Club 4 5 68 2 100!!0 2742 (,!JOO 223000 239 1629 17 
Carlton ,v\oor Gliding Club 1 1 0 0 458 0 70 0 9 43 0 
Channel Gliding Club 2002 2 1 6 0 1327 0 21 7 0 41 249 3 
Connel Gliding Club 2 () 7 0 0 0 () 0 4 0 0 
Cornish Gliding Club 2 2 6 1 928 738 363 0 36 261 1 
Cotswold Gliding Club 4 4 47 0 8366 11 9 3 164 0 177 666 10 
Crown Services 1 2 4 0 11 6 100 39 0 14 0 2 

Darlmoor Gliding Society 2 2 11 () 2311 0 (,16 B50 58 151 6 
Deesid<' Gliding Club 3 3 16 2 3958 3958 4452 63370 84 471 12 
Dcnbigh Gliding Centre J 1 15 0 3790 150 1650 3500 so 96 4 
Derby & Lanes Gl iding "luu 4 3 41 0 5775 () 2545 5500 1 >7 569 7 
Devon & Somerset Gliding Club 4 1 43 1 6271 5' 2 2317 8806 186 361 22 
Dorset Gliding Club 2 2 12 1 1583 351 SOY 0 38 161 2 
Dukeries Gliding Club 2 !. 11 {) 2023 19 344 1500 38 168 4 
Dumfries & District Gliding Club 1 1 2 0 36G 0 100 200 12 13 0 
East Su>sex Gliding Club 4 4 17 1 3892 935 1387 9854 105 599 7 

.J 
Essex & Suifolk 4 3 21 0 5055 15 21 G3 30225 11 5 275 7 
Essex Gliding Club 4 3 26 1 2782 670 1096 0 LJ4 335 5 
Herefordshire Gliding Club 1 1 8 1 685 685 51 0 0 23 75 1 
Highland Gliding Club 1 1 15 0 1898 743 352 0 44 101 5 
Imperial College Gliding Club 1 2 0 0 506 IJS 199 0 25 Ll 3 
Kent Gliding Club 4 ' 36 1 702 1 1280 2200 0 173 787 18 J 

L. k ·· Gliding Club 2 I 11 I 671 661 Jll4 0 34 47 1 
Lasham Gliding So<.;iety 11 0 150 s 2. 000 10000 0 0 5 5 21B6 29 
Lincolnshire Gliding Club 3 1 7 0 2259 0 377 1987 50 121 3 
London Gliding Club 7 5 127 4 17889 8927 7128 278000 2G2 2054 12 
Mendip Gliding Club 4 2 10 1 2693 72 7011 2500 71 274 4 

Midland Gliding Club 4 4 J'J 1 %83 615 4726 16437 178 501 q 

' eedwood Fore t Gliding Club 3 2 9 () 2629 0 741 0 52 L iS 6 
Nene Valle ' Gliding Club 3 2 18 0 3259 10 100b 2499 61 202 6 
Newark & otts Gliding Club 3 4 10 0 3734 84 ')29 2780 65 319 6 
Noriolk Gliding Club 3 3 49 2 4277 2404 2295 71000 127 326 8 
North Devon Gliding Club 2 0 8 0 996 996 0 0 13 270 1 
North Wales Gliding Club 2 2 4 0 1030 () 160 0 27 72 () 

Northumbria Gliding Club 3 2 12 I 2614 625 68 1 1000 88 462 -

Oxiord Gliding Club 4 4 24 0 4369 0 1318 6000 90 405 12 
Oxiorclshire Sporlsflying Club 0 0 7 0 0 () 1450 IBOOO SG 15 , 

"' 
Peterborough & Spalding Gliding Club 3 2 33 2 2236 2236 16!J) 0 67 448 8 
RJttlesden Gliding Club 3 2 2 0 3214 541 1276 4500 83 'l52 13 
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OCTOBER 1, 2002 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2003 

GLIDING CLUI.L AIRCRArT 1\ Ll NO. OF HOURS KMS ME,'v1BERSiill' 
L1\UNCJ-IES Al ROTOWS FLOW~ r LOWN Full Estimdi<'d 

V. ~ Nu. oi 'o. of 
N 

"" 2 -"' ~ " TPnlf.lOrJry rcrndle 
:J 2 ·:;:.. 

~ u t2 u:: Members Members 

Sackvillc Gliding Club 2 3 8 0 250 225 24- 0 15 1J 1 

colt i>h Gl iding Union 4 4 52 1 971l7 1076 5060 0 2h3 611l 13 
Sh.1 lhournc So.uing Socicly 1 ' JO 0 4251 S!l 1351l 7000 84 374 9 , ) 

Shenington Gliding Club J 4 41 0 ':!203 879 2200 0 174 450 19 
Shropshire Soaring Group () 0 8 1 195 19- 297 2600 17 0 I 

South Wal ' Gliding Club 2 4 31 1 2985 888 1625 1 (>000 7B 211 4 
Southd wn Gliding lub 3 3 54 3 4(>80 :1966 3618 4338G 17(> 6BI 20 
Slaiiurd~hrr · Gliding Club 3 4 20 0 1768 731J 1503 8000 108 272 10 
Stratford On Avon Gliding Club 4 3 27 0 647 0 2280 24945 11 4 619 13 

SIIathdyde liding Club 1 1 6 0 -20 0 21 0 '11 28 0 
Surrey & Han~ liding Club 0 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 2 6 5 
Surrey Hills Gliding Club 4 1 5 0 4929 0 665 0 BS 487 4 
The Motor Glider entre 0 0 0 0 0 0 205 2000 18 0 1 
The Soarin Centre b 6 97 3 1091 3 6870 6194 35156 107 1~14 22 

Trent Valley Gliding lub 3 2 19 1 3o55 712 1439 0 (16 229 4 

Ulster Gliding Club 3 2 17 2 1657 1600 1060 800 65 21 8 5 
Upwarrl Bound Tru t Gliding Club 2 1 5 0 1456 0 427 177 23 JO 3 
Vc le of Nealh Gliding Club 2 1 3 1 185 169 137 l) 17 6 1 
Val oiWhit Horse Gliding Club 2 2 10 1 11 55 975 839 7650 45 12(, 3 
Vecti Gliding lub 2 1 6 1 706 706 242 0 33 82 4 
v\lclland Gliding Club 3 4 20 0 2380 3 6 952 7332 59 3 7 
Wolds lidin> lull 4 2 41 2 8724 1355 3248 4560 184 1050 5 
York Gliding entre 5 3 28 2 5138 615 2003 10000 188 1059 12 
Yorkshire liding lub 5 5 48 1 'i25<J 3861 4479 112582 184 G15 9 

SECTION TOTALS 226 191 1930 6(, 286603 93252 114216 \064057 73 17 28726 540 

CLUB TYPE: SERVICE 

An >liJ Gliding Club J 3 1 0 2204 l 505 1 40 51 0 () 

13annerclown Gliding Club 4 3 1lJ 0 51 12 37 2150 6856 fl'} .I 318 10 
Chilterns Gliding Club 2 3 1-1 ll 4607 17 16 12 60-3 97 369 0 
Clevelands Gliding -lub 2 3 11 2 1530 916 1100 12000 52 40 4 

CrJm•vell ,liding Club 3 J 15 1 3838 389 1463 7515 58 287 8 
Crusaders Gliding lub 3 1 1 0 2GOJ 10 366 0 36 I 3 
F nland Gliding Club 2 2 4 (I I (>41 G sn 3500 28 167 1 

Four Counlies Gliding Club J 3 10 1 3B'l4 524 1840 28302 42 13 1 

Fulmar Gliding Club '2 1 2 I 271 183 139 540 16 27 4 
Heron Gliding Club 2 2 ,) 0 1341 1'l 396 0 JO 50 4 

Kestrel Gliding Club 2 2 5 0 1.!81 0 457 lJ%5 24 108 0 
I'CirlsmOLrth Nav<1l Glid ing Club 6 ) 18 3 b322 20flll 1440 1725<> 208 663 9 

RAF GSA ' enlrc llice. tPr 5 5 :n 3 11 534 4870 7335 103000 lOG 44fl 10 

Seahawk Gliding Club ) ] 4 I 1932 1210 41 9 300 46 233 3 

Wrekin Gliding Club 3 4 6 1 2604 731 864 5500 H2 () 6 
Wyvcrn Gliding Club 3 ' ,) 7 0 6753 11 1 1789 ':!943 59 108 3 

SECTION TOTALS 48 46 153 1.1 37567 11 128 22407 212170 1024 2832 67 

CIVILIAN CLUB TOTAL 226 191 1930 (J6 28b603 93252 114216 1064057 73 17 28726 40 

GRAND TOTAL 274 237 208:l 7'l .!44170 104380 116623 1276327 8341 31558 607 
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Club focus 

Above: the historic London GC site at Dunstable, Beds 
Opposite: on approach, the bowl in the background 
Below: a Prufling launching in the club's early days 
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THE British Gliding Association was formed 
in December 1929 at a lunch held in London, 
and at the same lunch a group of 37 London­

based enthusiasts decided to form a club in the 
London area. The London· Gliding Club was officially 
inaugurated in February 1930 and the annual fee for 
membershi'p was set at one guinea. One member, 
" Doe" Slater (in his time, editor of The Sailplane and 
Glider and S&G), thought it would be a good idea to 
go to Germany, from where epic flights were being 
reported, and learn how to do it and how to teach it. 
Then the search for a suitable site began. 

Westerham and Guildford were tried out, and 
then a "permanent" site was found near Tring. With 
a road running up a dry valley, and with steep north­
east and south-west slopes, it was seen as ideal. 
lvinghoe Beacon became the focal point of many of 
the founders of British aviation, enthralled by the 
pioneering spirit on show (some flights lasting 
more than 10 seconds!). However, the National 
Trust, whose land it was, were not amused by so 
many visitors " spoiling the peaceful enjoyment of 
the public"- we were moved off. We quickly found 
our present stunning location, half a mile south of 
Dunstable. With its ridge facing the prevailing 
winds running the length of the site and beyond 
(providing bungee launches and sustained flight) 
and with its undulating field (ideal for the early 
training of the ab initio) it was perfect. lt is ironic 
that these aspects of the site that made it so 
appealing then are now seen as a challenge to 
those who have been bought up on large flat sites. 

11 wasn't too long before pilots found they could 
climb within thermals using S-turns (to avoid being 
blown back over the hill) and, at height, circle in 
them. And then in 1939 came Geoffrey 
Stephenson's headline-making winch-launched 
soaring flight from Dunstable to Boulogne. This 
was a fantastic achievement, and deserves far more 
recognition in the world of aviation. The club was 

used a prisoner of war camp during the war years, 
but re.covered well and over the next few years 
became the leading club in the country for produc­
ing great cross-country pilots at world standard. 

Our pilots hold many national and world records. 
Our tradition of being at the centre of cross-country 
flying has been aided by the fact that we are close 
to the centre of the country and not affected by sea 
breeze, that we are on quick-drying chalk, that we 
have local wave effects (and occasional wave from 
the Welsh mountains), and that our training can 
encompass sustained flight on the hill throughout 
the year. More recently, we have taken the lead in 
the training of aerobatics, and have added a club 
Pilatus to the fleet. 

Although a large club, we are very friendly and 
welcome visitors at any time of year. (We don.'! 
charge reciprocal membership). We have a very 
beautiful clubhouse, a large fleet, and great fun . 

Adrian Hobbs 

At a glance 
Full membership cost: £480 pa 

launch type and cost: 
Aerotow £21 .50/2,000ft, Winch £6.20 

~ 

Club fleet: K-13, K-21 (x5), K-23 (x3). 
ASW 24, Duo Discus. Pilatus 84, Super Cub. 

Robin (x3): also FFF motorglider 

Private gliders: 45 

Instructors/flying members: 85/262 

Types of lift: ridge, wave, thermal 

Accommodation: 
Rooms for course members. Professional catering 

Operates: every day except Christmas Day 

Contact: Val or Liz on 01582 663419 
www. londonglidingclub. co. uk 

s1 • 52.48 N oo· 32.71 w 

Radio frequency: 129.90 

Important information: 
Prior permission required. 

Site is in London Luton CTR (Class D airspace). 
Visiting pilots must be briefed 

or call luton Approach on 129.55 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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u 
news 

Anglia (Wattisham) 
WE had cl good 1001 w ith plenty of good SOclring Jnd 
many u ct'l»e~. O ur Skylaunch winch was converted 
to LP , bringing abou t a dramatic reduction in launch 
< nsts from £1/bunr h to 25p/ldunch while rerl u<: ing the 
maintenance costs dS well. Essex U niversity students 
' •re present throughout th ' ummcr and some w ill 
so lo shortl y. Qwyn Thomas finished 27th in the Club 
Cla - 1 ,l!loncll. ~ nrl 8th <Jt th <.: East •rn Regiona l; nd 
Rnbbo Roberts Glme 18th at the E:asterns and 1 si at 
the lntf'r-servi ces. ur growing intagc collection 
includes a T-2 1, two Skylarks, L-Spatz. 55 and a K-6; 
an exped iti on to the Vintage Ral lv in P land is being 
planned ior August 200-\. I' ci<tlthanks to our Fl 
Andy Hill, who ha k pl th club going and put 111 a 
tcrrifiL nmuunt o work. n,c dub is JcLivdy look ing fur 
new meml>f'<> an I fier> ,111ra live membcr hip iees. 
a good ghd r fl t, y •or-round flyi ng and wineh 
and aerotowing from l llle of the l;u·gest air fields in 
East l\ ngl ia. 
Michael Powell 

Angus (Drumshade) 
\- [ had J double tirst 1n )JnUM)': l'cter Dnwn ic: became 
the fir>t mQmber ui th e ,Jfiili.ll ~d Abertcl)' Univ rs ity GC 
to go o lo in Angus. Not llnly tho~t , ht: i. al so the first 
student or our n w 1\SSIS!ilill Inst ructor /\ lex rv\ail land to 
go solo. CongrJtul a ti o~> to both . We derided Lo modi fy 
the w inch hv LUlling the lmry il•lrt oii t o~it ~; r th(' latt r's 
ngin i,J ilech; it is now towed by" tractor. \Ne thank 

and say goodbye to EvPiyn Mand ·, long->tanding mem­
ber and cl uh senet. I') for th • la 1 four W>. Sh • d :cid ­
ed to ret ire as secrelar}' and move to lllrc1gn l\varmen 
cl imes. Good luck w ith your new venture. b d yn. New 
contact number; and c-mail dddr e; ,lf .wai lal;lc on 
our website (www. ~1ngusglidingcluiJ.vkf.nC'H. 

Wolf Rossmann 

April - May 2004 

Vintage and modern gliders enioy the soaring over Anglia GC's base at WattJ:sham in East Anglia last summer 

Aquila (Hinton in the Hedges) 
WE hJve taken advan tage of poor w inter we,1 ther tu 
have our fdithfu l Pawnee complel ly refu rbi hed, our 
Super Cub coming to the fore in the mea nt ime; all 
bc•ing well Vi ctor PapJ should lw bdLk with us looking 
br,Jnd new in tim · for summer so,ui ng. Our SW I CJ 
has acqui red ,, new trai ler, making rigging and retrieves 
more attrd ct ive. Fi nall y we decided to slightl y reduce 
our I vel of Red I elt •r Day a tivit y to b •H ' f utili se our 
two-seaters for increasing numbers oi ab initios. 
Roberl Cronk 

Bannerdown (Keevil) 
f\T our i\ ,M w c I brat rl anolhN succ •iul and •af 
yea r. Th · lub is fi nJn ially v ry ><)und and bo,1Sts fly­
ing and ground e4u ipmcnt to be proud oi. rhc Discus 
looks good Jfter r~-ge ll ing in Poland, wh ilE' thf' 513 has 
enabled AI Sta ey tn h;•, rn the wher about of every 
stick and qone on our local ridge in recent northerli es. 
Am rds were made tu Tdr !-lock ing, for most progress, 
and to Simun Foster for over<~ ll 111erit in 1M in tai n1ng 
c lub aircraft. The CFI's Trophy went to Keith McPhee 
in recognit ion of a ra11ge nf lub ,, n ivl ti es, )on Arnolrl 's 
.:1 w~1 rd w~1 s ior compet i ti On successes, and our ever­
present M ike Krwll II'J> dL'Cl,ucd Hog of thl' Yea r. Eddi l' 
Col ' ski lls in kel'p ing vexatious eleuric, in order 
ea rned him the John Burn rrophy, and the Keevil (Best 
fl ight) up went to M cgun Montgomery, fo r " m uch 
Sl)ugh after i ivc hours. )o l\1\ Dawsnn was LOngratulated 
on hi s 500km, cilter a lengthy absence from fl ying. 
Derek findlay 

Please send news to editor@saifpfaneandgliding.co.uk 
or Helen Evans, 7 Ollney Road. Minchinhamplon. 
Slroud GL6 98X to arrive by April 13 for the June-July 
issue (June 15 for the August-Seplember issue) 

Bath, Wilts & N Dorset (The Park) 
\NE are very lortundte in h ~tv i ng Llmong our mc.mbers o 
m, ny wit h the xpert il. and time '" keep our dirn Mt 
fl yi n~ throughout the year. Some have been lucky 
Pnough to do their work in our newly·-heat('d 1v\1 work ­
shop ' The tug re-covering project is ulmost finbhed dlld 
the P"o.~w n i now resplendent in new fabric and paint 
<Jnci should be fl ying by the end of l'ebru c1ry thanks to 
Dick Y rhurgh, who h :~s ,1immt lived in the workshop 
since 1ovember.. Our Venture is nnw ilyi ng again 
thankJ. to Ed Gunner and his team ft •r Its overh u l and 
rE'-cover. A lastair Ma Gregnr and M ark l lawki n, are 
organ ising a lub expedi ti on to Suttnn Bank th b spring. 
Joy Lynch 

RAFGSA Bicester (RAF Bicester) 
LAT ·ST news on closure i' thill RI\FGS ntrE· and 
)St\T(G) operations or mn ing to RAF H.1llon to be 
op r~ tiona l by June 7, 2004 . New club form •u o.~nd 
hop s to le<Jsc land trom MoD to cont inu(' glid ing ,11 
the si te - ww1-v. windru;hers.org.uk! it's been ~ long 
and wet w inter but the diehard have flown at every 
opportunity; man,- t h~nks [0 o.~ ll th ·e who hJ e put in 
the efiort to ily/ lllstruct. tc. The maintenan e 1s all but 
w mple.ted and one nf our Pawnee iG- IY) is now 
sporting d shi ny new colour chem<'. The O xiord Uni i 
pl anni ng an xped tn n1c Myncl ,tnd is hoping for some 
good soJralJic mnd it iom so th,lt n w members can 
sample ri dge .t ncl w.we fly ing. r\ big pa1ty i ~ plan n>'<i . 
provisionall y For M,1y l2 , to muk the on cl o RAFG. A 
gl iding at Biccner. A ll weknnw, espec ially JXtst and 
r resen t members Df Bi cl>Stcr/RAFGSA. Pie~· contact 
Nick ;\ ra m at nickthcpnrtytl'rafgsa. ur,y for in t'o and to 
register. interest. ln ter-servicC' r~g ion ,tl s ~t RAr Cosfnru 
th is ye, r Uuly 31-Augu>l !l ) - al)rli 'dlions .l t 
~VH'w. ra(gsa .org. 

Nick Aram P 

Is what we can offer when it comes to aviation 
insurance. That's because we give you the 
same prompt and personal attention, whether 
you are taking out a policy or making a claim! 

h•ll !=JViation 1nsurance I services ltd 

Phone, fax or write to: Stephen Hill 
Phone: 01765 690777 Fax: 01765 690544 

MEMBER 

General Insurance 
STANDARDS COW~CJL 

Unit 1 A, Sycamore Business Park, Copt Hewick, Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 50 F. 
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Club news 

Les F/etcher (in glider) and Keith Brackstone at Bidford 

> Bidford (Bidford) 
C01'-'G RATULi\T IONS tCJ Lt ·s l:letchcr on l> l'i ng sc•n t 

so lo by Kc ith Br.1Ck>ton • in the Pu ch,tCl ,111d to 1\lcJn 

f.lr<Jctdhriclg •, who ha< achieved hi< Oi:1mond IJaclgP. 

Jo hn l'ridc h s h i< N I'I'L t:o nv~rsion . W e have had a 
b litl OV r tht· w inter, d c:d n ing and hard-w <J xing thC! club 

gliders, led by rl Fr,mk Jcvnes: they look and ilv like 

nt.:w! Thank yCJtl to meml.l r< who g<~vc up their time to 

h •lp. eries oi l.l r nze lcctufl•s h.1s bc:en run by 

Gord<Jn 13urkc rt io r up-and -com ing post-so lo pi lo t . We• 

say fJrewell to our iu ll -tinw ofiic manag~r Ala n 1\mvcr, 

who hos decided to 'oi iicially' n •tir •, a iter" number u i 

yc.1rs' scr'licc keep ing the clu b runn ing smoothly. His 

org.1n isation.JI ski ll ,md cheerful IWt nner wi ll be gre.1 tl y 

miss~: d. We wil l op n ;even dnys a wed irom tlw end 

o f March and our RC!J IClll,tls is from June 12-20. 

)ames Ward 

Black Mountains (Talgarth) 
Hi KS to the St(!fltng efforts of St r~VP Rl.tckman, we 

110 w llavc 11 wdfm and osy clubhouse- a long wJy 
i rom th e prev iou nlcl, w et, I aky Cdravan ! De p ite the 

very w et JanuM y, th Oelcl has held up K<:it h Richdrcb is 

throwing Jll his •ifort mto his new hus1 n s at Talgc•nh. 

On si te mo t weekday , he will prov ide uod ul midw0ck. 

h. 1.Jup for l.tUnching ,1nd inslruLi ing. Don Puttock will 

be employed full time from E<Js tcr JS manager, instruc­

tor :)ild tug pi lo t. By the end o f Dcet•mher, we h<1d 

c locked up ncJ rly 2500 l,w nciK•s during 2003, th e best 

ior SCVI'r;t l yc.trs. Jnd look forward to another c r.1cking 

)'ea r in 2004. W e Jr J lw,lys happy tu see expeditions 

from ut her d ubs !pre-1> nking essc•nt ial). The Burns 
Suprer was the usual success w ith members tasting 

haggis Jnd fi n< ' malt wh i k ies. 

Robbie Robertson 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
TH[ first thermals wc•r • soared in I<J tc· JanuJr)' and 

we've had so me decen t north -we~te t li es o n o ur home. 

or Chinnur, ri dge. /v\ost o f th r ~C:I iv i t y Zlt this tim e of the 

)'C<•r i5 in th ' pld nn ing stage. Th r • are expeditions to 

Shohdon and Serres in th e spring. .tncl possib ly jacJ in 

SepiPrnher; th l..! dinnl'r dlmce ,1nd AG fv\ .m~ Imminen t; 

two Robin tugs .. He itW:.lY for t>X lensive relu rb ishnwnt 

in Frnncc. Thctt should give us fivP cluh tugs i tS wt· ll '" 

i1 priv~lt Robin fur tlw ~l'cL..,()!l . Thl' re lurh ishmPnl ol our 
seconcl K-113 !EightL'c·n l is ,1 lso coming along well. 

/\ sul>stanti._t l numhPr oi m<'miH.' rs il r<' due for in5tructor 

cour..,cs in !he very near iuturP. Our "no Pntry fee" 

r •gion~l s i~ h~H.::k ,,g,lin ior June - all w elcome. 

Roger Neal 

Borders (Milfield) 
SF\IERA L wav • fli gh l5 in excess ui '12,00llit got the New 

Y~.;ar oif to i1 gre~ t .wrt. The Il l! \"-' 22 -glider ht1ngar wJs 
u ffi r ia iJy cnmrk ted Jt the end of D ecember ,1nd we 

hupc to hold the r; ffic i.1 1 openi ng .t. p.trt of the IJGA 

ati onal G liding \1\!Qck. 11 owner:- hclVl' contribut ~d 

signi iicJnt Jmounts oi time lu manu facture, instJ II and 
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pJint the r,tib, wi nch , wing do ll i t"s cmd so on to m eet 

the comp letion date. Many thJnks for .111 their efiorts. 

Fach 1)\·vner cc1n remove .. 1nd rep lace thei r glider \Vith­

out .l ss isl ;-tn ·e il rcquirC'd . \1Vr have even rntJn.1ged to 
squet.:zt· the LAK 11 into th e m.1in hang.1r for thE• w intL•r. 

t3onking.s ior \Vdve w eeks ctrc coming in and wf-~ wil l 

host .m expedition from I Ius 8o>. Congr;ltu le>tions to lan 

SuriPy anrl Richard Aborcromb ic nn compl eting l:lronzc. 

Andy Henderson 

Bowland Forest (Chipping) 
VVE <-He c•njoying some il ying d ~sp il ') v~1ri ab l c..: weJthcr. 

Boh Pett ifer is o rg;mising Su turdJy w ning l c~turcs io r 

p i luls preparing for Bronze. O ur th lfd K-1 3 is b ing 

painted ready to co rne un I in • in spr in •. \N e .1re consid­

ering im p lem nting a 'Mctnagement 1'1, n for 
ons rvJt ion' in asso i<Jtlon w ith the R PIJ , w hereby 

tlw airfi >Id an?a wuld be enhJ IK E'ci lo cr<'e>t <' good 

art!dS for w 11ci li fe, ~SIHM:ia ll y to b 'll - fit the ,, l r> dy pr -

sent b recd111g waders such c~s lapwings and curl ew s. 

This rl. n may bring a ; ma ll J nnual income, but w ou ld 

also forge po>it ive link> with thC' loU11 commun ity. For 

information about the club, see bfgc. co.uk. 

Eileen Littler 

Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympsfield) 
TH ERE ha'i been inc reaSE!d inte r~ t in a proposed six­

dircraft hangar. Plan havl' bet.:n ived from , w 
Zea land and costs Jie being generated . Roger Target! 

has agr d to p ay for another p iJn ned new hangar fu r 

Sai lp lane Servi ces. A useful m · tin[\ w ,1. held w ith 

Development O ifi cer Roger Coot c ,1bout our grant 

appli cJ tlon to rehu il d our cl ubho use. Subs Me to risL' IJ)' 

1 . 2 5 ~ ~~] and i\crot.ow pri ces drt• betng reviewed. Options 
fo r mobi le s1gns to the c luh ;1ntl improvements to the 

entrance • .He being exp lo red. P,1ymenh by debit C<-lrd •. lte 
to he int roduced. Chairm;m Stcv · l ~t rkc r ~ncl secretary 

13ob W il liam son were r ··-el •d ,J t thl' 1\G t. Pt! ter Bray 

ontinu"-' tu o 1 as trea llrer. O ur summer instructor, 

Gdvi n W rig ley, trom t\ustru l ia, ~ rriv •s just after EJster to 

replace 0 . nny Goldw vort hy, w ho l1.1s I ft, w ith our 

th~nks. Student J, m Fnrdh,un did hi s lW h urs in the 

L 4 and landed just beiore the ,now StJrtcd. ,vtembers 

Jr(• be i n~:; urged to lock up ii tlwy ML' tlw l;>st tn I~""" · 
There ·~ Still t ime to book to try for some of th e exl(ell c nt 

p ri ws in the Rolcx Western Region~ l s, ;\ ugust 7-15 . 

Bernard Smyth 

Burn (Burn) 
FEBRLJI\I<Y 5 brought o ur fir>t hour in thernktb thb 

y •Jr. the \\'. IV(' pundits h.1rl .1l r ,)dv ;tch ieved long fli ghts 

but w e don't count these. \1\fe. .:1re v(•ry pl<~a sE'd \\'C' :1 rc 

n hard run wa ~given all i ht· wet w edthc r. The cl ub 

Pant was :t sel l out f"Oh \ > it ' ,s"l when p i lots were 

rem inded of those naughty moments l lwy thought 

cver)•<me had forgollen . Our day In court is honked in 

our attenl p t to slily i ll flurn. Our 1ww landlord, a 

Gov~:-~rnm e nt agency, has at least incn:.JS(lcJ the level ui' 
n0gu ti ;tt ion now that a court JptJ i in t i<!l1 ha5 been 

11lddc. it's quite an noy ing when w e cons1 rler as Llub 

member~ and taxp.Jycrs th .:.1t we ll rL' htwing to p:ty the 
lawyers on both sides of thi.s rlisputc. 

John Stirk 

Cairngorm (Feshiebridge) 
WE hJvcn ' t been fl •ing Jt Fesh ie bec~u sc wc.• 'w returfed 

the runwJy (it looks so good wc-o're think ing oi lilking up 

goli!). Caro l Osbornt- ha' m adt-' the mflst o f llighl ,tnd 

GC's kind hospitality and has passed her llronzr:: thcrt'. 

We're looki ng iomwd tu Ma)•f • 1 from M ay 1- 1 (, -

cont.Kt Chris FiorPnt in i on 01 540 67.J 2J I fo r deta il s. 

W e kn ow th at it 's ,1 long way for p op le to come, but 

)'<) u'll he .1ssurcd o f , vur)' warm wclcnnw. 

Ruth Binks 

Cambridge (Gransden Lodge) 
lW tlw time you rc,td thi s, our bra nd new K-1 1 shou ld 

b flvi ng. Also on si te is a Faulkes Fl ying Found,ttion 

The new 22-glider hangar at Borders GC, Mi/field 

Ro tax Falk . The CFI will shorily IJ • iss u ing cictll il ed 

sc h~ma t i cs tu show how oi l th ~e a irc. rait wi ll fit in th l· 

h.tngar. Wnrk continues on various i mpr ve.m n : w 

have much rnore ca r parkin ' p ace, a concrete ramp to 

t.1x i the l ug up (ell' re fu ·I li ng and ,, trt>mendo u> omount 

o f unsight ly junk h a gon . \"-! · are also w ell on the w ay 

to hJving w aterba ll ast tanks in the tr.li ler p.1rk,. Those 
who vo lunl t!recl to help, ,1nd partic ui,Jrl y th • p lanners 

,1nd or>, ni ers, w 11 done. We h.1vc b •nelhcd <~ gai n thi s 

yea r from w int ' r refr hl'r ·our "'' ;>s a more produc ti ve 

,1lternati v~ Id c nnuiJ I check ilight>. ·· 'V 'rdl new winch 
rlnv •rs are being !'rained, which sh Qu ld rel ieve roster 

pressure. (; r<li!Sdt" ll is hosting an in ter-dub lr!agu " heat 

.tt thr· r•nd of M;ty ;md ou r Ref! ion,1IS I .'\ugu I 7- 15 . 

Gavin Deane 

Chilterns (RAF Halton) 
GOO D news 1o r solo UCL pilots - the U L G have 

(thc~nk : to a grant from the n iun) buu ·•hl the hi ltem s 

K-6 - R -and no lo nger haw to vi e with ab initio. ior 

the K-2 1. Ear ly Febru,u y saw the first crosS<ountriE!S of 

they· ar - .1lb it .t lu ng the Chiltern> s rp slop · to thr! 

S< utlt-w e t. <;om useiu l stn c ti ng allowed 011e SW 27 
pi lo t to cover over 120km one Sunrl11 'a itc rnoon, th e 

re;! hav ing to 'on lent them l'lv~ w ith 70-BOkm ou t and 

rP u rn s pu rely usi ng the ridge, In late Janu<t ry w e used 

the annu.11 Bums ight to w(' l l and trul y chri ·ten o ur 

tt'lt1pnr~ry b, r/c luhhou,t'; th,\nk nM in ly to \o i ra (or 

urg.1 nising with suppn rt from D E'rt.'k ... W e Jook fo rwJrd 

to t•arly JLuw and having the use of our hanflJr Jjla in ­

sh.tr ·d w ith our h rt't h ren fromll it<'>tt>r. 

Andy Hyslop 

Clevelands (RAF Dishforth) 
\V E. hJcl our usual crop r t visito rs over ou t Chnstmas 

W Jve Camp, so me ol d and some n w. Most of them 

w ar r w~ r clecl with a f1 1 >ht o r two in tht• wave and 
l.:. ven on dctys it didn' t \Vt\ve \Vf' h4ld plen f)' o i pl('ttSc.ln l 

flyi ng we<t th er. Christm.1s IJ,ly itsel f wasn 't ily.1blc so IV(' 

h;Jd Chri '>lmc.b tl imwr c~trly. Th is wus il trndilion.:ll afit1ir 
expert ly prepa rc•d by r\ndi CaLLer and a few little 

helper>. [ v<'rybody l'njoyed the oet asiun a nd " hig 

thctnks goes to 1\ncl i for that. Uur current crop o i young-

5~ \ers. have .1!1 c nvl'rl<'d I<.) the Di5cus bul W(\ mu$1 tc?m­
porJrily ' " Y goodby •, ilnd good luck, to one of tht.:m, 

Michael 00smond, whu has jo ined the Army. KMI 

Dagger went o;o lo ju>l b fore Chri slm.1s. 

JM 

Cornish (Perranporth) 
W E havL• sonw of the lovt'l ic•st St-C'm!ry in the count ry 

,md a friend ly club. M,lfy Mc<tglw r, <t glid ing gr.111ny to 

11C' r<'ckon~·d with, spoke at ou r ,1nnu.1l dinncr-dcmce. 

lt w,t, a govd do. Tm phiL'S .tllocJted for serv ices In the 

c lub arc· es1wri;tlly notab le, so rongr.1 tulations to John 

Dd lt-' c1nd hi~ iiPlrl mc~i rlf < • na nc(' crew, ttnd to Bri.ln 
FJrrow for his tirel es; efforts In m.1intaining th • , uper 

r alkc. The Felkc hJ' had ,, con1plcte strip-dow[l and 
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overhaul , thank; to BriJn, 0.1ve Puunck nnd I'C'tc 
Arthur, who was in nv r,1ll char~e. A l irst · lass job~ 

Thanks to John Shdw. our CFI (~gain ), who hd> iag.•inl 

outdon<> his <~greed stint in keeping the club going, 
dl ng wi th his wile Shaunnc. And dl n to ,'Jigel 
.l!n1p n. our nto•w est Assistant Instructor, who has been 

thrown in at the tle'p Pnd ;mrl St.I)'C'd ai loat renM rkahly 
well. wi th good humour. 
Dean Penny 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
TH[ club AGov \ elected Tim ll ;Hncs as d 1<1irm;111. Our 

thanks go to ;\ndrew Flt'Well ing, w ho stood dow n from 
the rol(• ;1it<•r th rc'<' )'edrs. l h c club wi l l celf'l1ratc il 

40th ann iver>df\' on July 1, which co inc ides wi th tlw 
ldst wrekcnd oi Comp<'l it ion Enterpri,e, so get your 

cntric> in and enjoy the party. M nrf' details 1.1 ter . 
w;rtc..h the vvcb~ ite. Our r cu.nt cJinnPr d.:1n C;' W(l . • 1 great 
" ' · ·e;,s; cup-w innc w ·re; (Pm-Silver) Gerald Rirt, 
(over Os) imon Buckley, (j un ior) A listair H arrison, 

the1ght gain) lane Rdndlc, (b t I OOkm trianHiel Rob 
C rb n, ICross-countr)'l Ooug Gardner, (two-s a er Gary 
Fryer and M ike O liv • r Jnd best comp titinn plac ing was 
the Duo D iscus syndicate. Our new Skylaunch arriv 

in M Jrch. Gap -year stud nt Sally Longs t;~fi ha u ed the 
power oi her r cn to secure a Skylark 2 . 
Frank Birlison 

Cranwell (RAF Cranwell) 
AS with most · lubs, w inter h<l~ sepn a lot oi glider 
n .Jint•nan e ~nd 1,1lk ol deeds past. Tlw c lub h,; fnur 

new Bls in Chri Frankl in, Tim Davies, Peter Kingwil l 

and Gareth Baker. \ have managed to get through .1 

numb r of annua l eh ks for ; nlo pilo ts ,;nd the CFI has 

pomted out th -' manv simpl • but essential routine on 

the ground to preserv · our kit and our dic ty. 
Paul Skiera 

Dartmoor Gliding Society (Brentor) 
WEATHER. ho l idays, fest ivities, and in som ea s 

I susp et St\0 have restricted tly ing but there have been 
enough good days ior th pnthu ia>ts to ke p current. 
Work h~s conl inued as usua l t1n the SltC and quipmcnt 

during th1s qu1cter p riod. hris M atten, our fund raiSt•r, 

report th.!t our vou hers nr s I ling well ~nd he b 
hopin • to increase income and re ruitn1 •nt by mor 

ilving w ith v isi ting even in' groups. 11 h hoped c1 bo to 

encourage parti ipatfon by" lo I spedal school. l'lan; 
an; being la id I r an ·xci ti n~ 2 I st anniversary 
c~l 'br~ t ion of the club' first fl ight on lu lv 24, 198' , O ur 
Field Tre, urer is exc i ted by th" in<tall, ion ,,j hi new 

sohvare. There is D rumour that 1t w ill hav · the ap,K ily 
to tree:w the personal b~nk ZICCn unts ~nrl ground tlw 
gliders of members go ing into the r -•d wi th th • cl uh . 

Phil Brctl 

Deeside (Aboyne) 
I ~ January we had a number ol good wav<' days ilnd 
crn>s-count ry flights, one in <' XC<'S< oi 200km! 13rnll7e 

Hare and tortoise at Dartmoor: Gavin Short (right) got 
Silver in just over a year; Martin Cropper after 32 years 

April - May 2004 

Dorset GC celebrated the Centenary of Flight by flying on a sunny December 17 with blue skies (Colin Weyman) 

lectures ha c continu d throughuut the w inter, thanks 
to GI';Jhilm Holloway Jllld this hould result in a c rop of 
new Bro11ze pi lots ior he pring. Congratu lations to 

Steve Thompson on .Jchicving hi Full rat i n~ . Th lub 

celebrates its 40th ~nnivers~ry thi year - details in the 
n xt is ue. W e an ofier cc>urs ; to suit all l<:vds nf 
ahi li ty, contJct l~ov Oal lin~ un il l .l IYH 135 · J <J . 
Sue Heard 

Derby & Lanes (Camphill) 
CONGRATULATIONS l<) Jei i IJ;mic l on his fi rst solo, 

and to trophy w inners; M ike •\rmstrong, ' igel Howes, 

John Klunder, And re" n t lwr, Roger Fielding, Bob 
M akin, Tony Smurthwo•i t<', anrl Pf'lc r G ray. O n one ol 
tlw few good do)'S th is w et wint r, rl M ike 1\ rm trong 
got his ASW 20 up to FL I 40, hi l.1s1 flight in 271 

before it migrat ·d outh. We had , noth r good day in 

early February and he took our OG-500 to FL 160, both 
fl ight 01P ning our wave hox w ith MJnch~tcr ATC\ 

c op rn tinn The AGM . aw " lew changes to the 
commi ttee, but none to sub . W e sa id goodby to Viv 
Chadw i k, loca l farm r's w ife, \ ho kept Camphil l fit ior 
hum.1n habitdtion !or over 25 ycJrs. Thank you Viv, and 

good lu k. By the ti1ne th is appears M ira nda Cobb 
should be b.Kk 10 c;Her ior our cul inary n *'b. 
Oave Salmon 

Devon & Somerset (North Hill) 
THE port o the lic ld that was levelled and re-seeded is 

progressing w 11 and should be ome usable again once 
it h been rulh>d . M eanwhi le wint r gl iding has 

pr" ' eL'i:led w ith excellen t days in the mild w eather. 
C l idNs w ith C'ngir1cs seem to be w o lifcrating w i th tlw 
a lditi m of " Ve-ntus rurbo .1nd ASvV 21iE in 'urprising 
quilrters. Meanw hile thosC' of us nut so b lesscrl fin ish 
our domestic ~1sks to amass Brownie po int> and awa it 

the spring 1herm.1b w ith cag<:-.•r (1 nt ic ipJi ion. 
Phil M orrison 

Denbigh (Lieweni Pare) 
O UR _ upcr Bl,m ik is ! lying at 1," 1- a hig improvement 
on our old, but still much- loved K-7. W e hopC' to acro­
tow th is scdson. Owr tlw p.l>t six me\nths ilights in th<o 

F<~ lke have proved that " ',1ve is ol ten present on just 
t~hout ~ 11 poinLS uf thl' c-omp.t~~ - 'vV<.:. Jre lu :.ld rt d young 

p ilots scheme in conjunttion with IJenbighshire County 
Council 's spo rts development tc.un, oliPrin~.; >< ho lar­
ships to the two best andid,lt('S altN d e tion test . WP 

w ill st.nt recruiting >oon from loc,1l schoe>l>, co lleges 
Jnd youth org(m is~ tiuns . \'Ve hl~ l iev< · it is possihiP to get 
good m •d i(1 covcrdse .1nd improvG the spon ':, profile. 

VVork goes on w ith m<~i ntenil nce .1nd imrrovcm<~nts, wt• 

;n '15 dlwdys indebted to tlw usunl suSIWLb . Tony and • 

)a ne, jL!SI two oi thr m, •"'' p l.wning a tour nf UK gl iding 
club< thi> summer. W e arc still looking for instructors 
(w eekends and midweek). li you think you help p lease 

cont <.~ct U> on 01 74 > Il l 1774 or vi~ em.1i l • .11 

oificc''~"rltmbif:hf:lirlingclub.co. uk 

I an Walton 

Dorset (Eyres Field) 
'0VbV18ER, Occernb •r and January were fairly kind to 

us and we managed lo keE'p fl )•ing for most o f the time. 
O ur tug i ~ti ll going well, w ith a lot o f us op ting ior 

J ,OOOit aerolow s during winter. We had a f ly ing clay 
on December 17, inst igated by Kevin W cstwoo d, to 

·ld 1r<L te thE· v right CentenJry. As vvdl the cnt i r~o: club 
(I ,.t, ne;ul) al l our pr ival gl iders WC're ngf!cd. w ith 

most p ilots taking high tnws on ,, cld)' w ith sunshin and 

clc,lf blue ski ur c ub il 'cl consist of two K-13s, 
two K-8,, our ag ing Tost winch, w hi ·h ltn> re ently 
harl much rcturh ishrn nL tthanks, guys, )'Ou know w ho 

you are), and our B agle Husky '180 tug. Ou[l, , nedrly 
lorgo t, our two stalwart dumper r trieve vehicl . The 
dates fur our ta; k w eek ~nd w cekt>nd> are: M<~y 28- 1 
inc; July 24-August I in ; and ugu 1 27- 10 inc \1\lc 

wclcom · all visitors. For a map. directions, and appl ica­

tion io rm, see: www. dor<elglidingc/ub.ireeserve.co.uk. 
l i any "o ld " club ml:'mi> r< in1m TJrrant l~ushton or 
O ld 5¥ um would l ike to get in tou h, my emJil is: 

alter il. weymnni/Pvir[i in.ner 
Col in Weyman 

Dukeries (Gamston) 
O U R clubmom. which was uifering i rom cwry kind o f 

rot imagmnb le, h.J s been demo lished and burned and a 
new Llullroom purch,lsfxl. W• have a new I'Or1dkabin, 
idcJI tf w ever haw to r>loc.1lr- heGJu-;c o f Finningley 

restrict ions. Our tleet i being updated in l in w ith our 

2004 obj<'ct iv o f pushing up cross-country kilometres 
thi; year. W~ hope to he gf'lt in ' Olj janu· back (after itS 

crash last year). W e hope to grnit our 8 w ings on to an 

x-8ices!Pr lanus r fuselage. l 'erhaps th<' fir;! j, nu~ BC 
ip the country, it i to he f itted w i th L, AV, as i. our 

Veg<L W ork IJartiPs .1re w(lrki ng on the ground,, trailer 
park, etc, so that W(' present .1 good imag<' to v isitors. 

W" sti ll have the che<~pc>t li xcd-pricc-to-solo (£30(!). 

M ike Ter ry 

Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 
WE h.we had fl i ' hi.S in recent w e •ks in excess u f 4 

minutes' I don 't ugu nl l) get to wri te dnublt• digits intlw 
fl ight log until at lt>ast i\pri l . \!>.le hav" addl!cl a rather 
nice Peg, ·e to the l lec t. The usua l culprit h;1vc bQI!n 

d iligPnt ly invulvl1d in cl n .lmp letl:;! sl.rip-dO\o\' ll uf llm' of 

our Tost winches. I h~we la correct ~ typo thJt crept into 
the l <~st club new s. Viv 1-t~ ll<-y d id SOOkm not 8110 "' 
reported (sorry. Viv): sti ll very, Vl'ry imJ.lrcssivc. 1\ reso lo 
to rl'pnrt : Graham Wright, after some JO ycdrS irom his 

lirsl with the 1\TC. W ell done. 11 rww ini tiilt ivc .11 [ GC 
i' >cven-ddy il ying ln r July and 1\ ugust - tr ial l<'ssnn 
as wel l J:~ one- dnd five-day courses. we arl' 1c.1king 
bookings now, so c<~ l l John 13nn<' on 01201> 24170 '1. 

Si eve )ones 

Essex (North Weald/Ridgewell) 
Ot'CRATULATIO I':S lt! Peter lk rriclg ·on Gold hc•ight 

at Ahoyne, Darrcn Sm ith on so1<1 , nd Kevin Sm ith on 
his Rrr lit-en e. Th<' restriction t; n 1 arl o f our Ridgcwt> ll 
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Club news 
> ' ite ha~ been l ilt<'d by !he authoriti >owe MC i><Jck tn 

the lul l 28-day use of the L2 i!Cr~!S in question. Even 
h :-war, we hJve negotidted w 1th a local f.:trm er to Pxtend 

th(• site to pMI of the o ld cast-west runway, making our 

up<.'r,!l ion much more i iPxil>l'". •v tdny thanks to all those 
concerned lo r !heir hard work. Oavicl ]ones is working 

hard on t1 second w inch. \'V<• havl' bepn very pleased to 

welcome into the club >Omc youngsters. By the time 
)'OU read this W P w ill have returned to our Ridgewell 
site ior w eekend i /ying whi lst continuing at North 
VVcald on Wednesda)•S. 
Peter Perry 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 
A , o fli c ial vote ur· thanks to AJ lo r .111 hPr hard wo rk .1!' 

" he is now Sl'-1nd ing down J.S Sla ts perso n - t~ll c/,1ims 
and stuff now o to John DD. A note from Pcte H;.mis to 
all from th ' last committPe meeting: il•!'s h;1ve J few 

more pcopiP out on Salurdays ple.1se: sp re.: d he I odd. 
Congrat> la O ily hubbock, w ho has !\r,Jduate<l from 

his RAr training at osiord ,1nd start• " m•w I if at 
Wattisham, and lake-; n the duty oi Parachut Member. 
v el ome hJck to Dave \Vr n, w ho 15 on the ainiclu 

again <~iter J short lny-up. 
G raham French 

Highland (Easterton) 
v E , re having a bi t o f ,, mixed bag of i ly ing weather 

this w int r: w eekends w ith gliders up in good wave and 
som ' good ridge day< but w also hdd some ver wet 
weekend . These IJll r h.1V<' been put to go d U>C and 

great progress has been n1ade on our n w d ubhc>usc. 
\;V now h,lvl' two n •w tug pilots, ]u l - o il is and Mike 

rvle, Who knO\\ . thi> lnd )' bu the year I get my Silver 
distance .1nd w 1i l l l c~l vou know it! 

Roy Scothern 

Imperial College (Lasham) 
AFTER the thri ll of riclg<' ,1nd WdV ' >oaring at Long 

M ynd over !he New Yeilr w ith o ther JUn iors, Ci rcuit 
bashing ,Jt La<l1dm in grolly weatlwr feels a liule 
deprPssing. De· pie this, member; are still i!ppearing in 

numbers; severa l have dPvelnped an unh ·•<J I!h\' mlerest 

in JCrob,llics. Congratu lati ons to ]Jmie Denton ""his 
fla . i lnstru tor rating. Re •nt dCi iviti lndurl<' l rJ iler 
scrubbino to ise rnonC)' tor lmpenal Co llege RAG, and 
our .mnual dinnPr. We ·pect a busy East ·c Course Js 

,cvural members r ither d ose t i irst o lo or orn­

pleting Bronze. Follow ing club tnps abroad in previous 
years, p lanning i well under way for th is surnrnrr's 

exp<.>dition tn O ntur, Spi.1 in. 
Luke Cooper-Berry 
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Kent (Challock) 
AT our wel l -attended 1\ Giv\ Stcian Bnrt, our chairman, 

reported J good le\r~· l oi activi ty in the previous yeJr, 
\\' ith 29 new members. A numlw r of oc ial activit ies are 

planned. st~ rting oil w ith our making chumps o f our­
selves at a quiz night. i\ big send-off is also planned lor 

instru ·tor Chris LU!on, w ho is moving to Nottingh,ml in 

a new job and Hus Bos in his free time. 1\ move to ho ld 

rnor{' fl ying even i ng~ is hl'ing m£lde, tlfld our open 
weekend w il l coincidl' w ith National Glid ing Week. 
Caroline Whitbread 

Kestrel (RAF Odiham) 
THANKS to Sylvia Scoll Jnd hel f>crs for organ ising our 
wcii -,1H<:.•ndcd poq-(hristlll {h p (1rty. A t nur ren~n t AC1\.I\ 

the lo llowing pres~nt.llions were llhlde: (]Mirmcl n'!t 

award to 13nrry ScJ ic:y ior his work on the K-13, r-1 
Jward t Bernd V •rmeulc:n, who got hi' full , l ''" I 
M GIR, 1\li nn l',m el memorial trophy to hane 1aish 

for best improver, Cro -country aw<lfd tu Marc: Morley 

and junior .11 <~ rd to Rob r\rmstrong for retrl v d riv ing 
endurance. We should all be w Ler by now, h:w ing 
completed our w inter lecture programme. 
Simon Hoyden 

Lasham Gliding Society (Lasham) 
A DG -1000 has been ordered as an addi tion to our 

glider il et. Our new Falke G-CCHX flies be uti ful ly. 

The W right Centenary WJ5 elebratcd by a b arbecue in 
Dec mber dnd by firework . The st,tii nd committe' 

m mbcrs in ancy clr s w ith the theme o i Those 
t'v1ilgnii icenl. 1\ '\cn in Hwir Flying JV\achincs d id .1 gn-~~l l 

jul> oi iccding mcmbc·" at thr.• Chri stmas part)', courtesy 
of ,V\ike Evans and the Cclnleen st.Jf!. 1\ full p rogrzunme 

of g<'ncoral interest lectures and Bronz ' l r·c tur~ i' in 

progr A n -•w fl ight briefing room hd> I> C>n in t.l lled 
in the l>rmvn Elephant, complete w ith computer •t-up 
fur i ntcrnr~t met access and NPPI stud ies. We thank Ray 

Partri dge. w ho is reti ring after a long and dist inguished 
period as lub trcasur r. Gary Pu llen fie" his ex-Crown 
Service G K- 13 for mor than 200 hour~ in 2U03, 

gaining al l thrt.>e Silver legs ,md ·o il Lt ing the 

D trnstoble PI.Jte in the pro cs . During the autumn 

expedition to Aboynr , Gold hcighl> wl!.re Jchiev I by 
Paul Barnett. Sh un L1pworth, lleindrik Sth etm.m , 
Martin Conboy and Chris Mann. Garcth 13ird, Dave 

llow tell Jnd N icky Marchant h.w !' thE'ir NPPL . 
Tony Segal 

Bradley Parker of Mendip GC soloed as soon atrer his 
16th birthday as conditions allowed (Keith Simmons) 

organi<ed by our treasurer l' h i l '!iner and enjoyed hy a 

lu ge gatheri ng of member· past and present and their 
gu • ts. We havE' had ,1 succes ful w inter w i th kind 

weathPr. The Blanik ha5 been . old and is to return tu 
its native [ast rn [ urope. Plan arc under Wcl)' for the 

coming season wi th J fi rst fl y ing w cJ., com1 c ncing 
M ay 3 . A ch,JII l!ngc to Trent v , llcy: WL' s1il l h,,v the 

roscbowl cluttering up the cupboard so come over and 

gt•t i t, o r we w il l really t <~kc th<.' Mick and bring it i>dck. 

D ick Skerry 

London (Dunstable) 
OVCR the winter our hill l idS been wnrk ing wel l, and 

there has l:x!en <l good turnout of pi lot eager to stay 
current. In February GldE' Matt Rohain used it t gdin 
his five hours . W e hJve many new ~o lo p ilo!S, our 

annual Bro117e lectures arc wel l attuntled, and our trips 

to Shobdon and CerdanyJ JrP fully booked, as is our 
Reginnills. vVe hilve r ·p lilced a Super uh w ith another 
Robin DR400, w ith ,, three-b iJded con ·tant-speecl prop. 

St v ]arv is. M ik<'. WcJollard and AI >X Ye. tes gavE'" 
hugely cntertain irP talk on aerobatiCS. rhe grJphics 

were breathlakin ', and the coin idental v i~ i t by som 

BAeA judge> was il del ight, a~ th 'Y ~ta rted giv ing rn ~s 
out oi 10 iur each ;Jnimation . Th is t<llk gen ra1ecl even 
more enthusidSm Jnd brought J twinkle to our trPJ, urer' 
eyes the n~xt m rni ng w hen hc~w th queu<! o f p ilots 

wa iting 10 cl imb into the g-meter-carrying K·2 l s. 
AH 

Sailplane & Gliding 



Mendip (Halesland) 
IN mid-Drn-mber !he lug pruvPcl i ls wonh by enablinr: 
m m her lo n;dch w.Jvr· If> 12,000fl ovPr Wes\On- uper­

IV\Jr .. nw nltlre imp ~un iou am ng>t U> lOO~ winch 
l~unc:he-o Jnd fhv c~n::u iL<I Br.K I y PJrkcr'> 16\h 

birthdJ)' w.Js in Dcxemb r. w hit.h m an\ 1h.11 ilw 
chd.nLCS o i .. irst !-.1110;; t nr,dit ion\ werf' remote (hear this 
1n m111d wlwn plan111n • offspring! 1\ was micl-)anuary 

lJ>fure r·onrliliclll~ were f~vnur.Jbf ' · Ar~dley produced~ 

ltxtbuok circuil with ,1 grcas r IJnding. o~t )<lmcs, 
another of our I f> -vcar-old olo p•lms, has converi<:>d to 
hi 'k l.~rk 4 .1nd h,J< Jlreddy ouLoMed th<: CFI' 
Keith Simmons 

Midland (The Long Mynd) 
Tl-1 rise oi young pilots continues. SMah Platt and lan 
>'vlao\nhur hav<: been chosen for TccJ Lysakowski Tru>l 

<1ward< .1nd John w ill go to Aust <~liJ to ~pencJ two 
we •k with George Lee bdorc trJi ning 1n Spain wi th tlw 

UK juniors. O ldies can't complain. Three of !hem hJve 
h,•d facd i frs in Pof,md (gelcoat dnd inslrumen whilst 

thC' most venerable, K-21 ELC, has been ~iven the nod 
from Father .ermany to fl y for anothP,r b,OOOh , Th · e'' 
d ramla<· apron OUI ide the hangar. Smokers an now 

ue found by lb" \-d ndSo< k, w hid1 is J bil hard bui was 
an overwhelming m(!m b r~' d cision. And ~peaking of 
w ind, ii ym1 " ant •u.Jrante!/tl hung)' d<~ys, jo in our 

Dutch visitors in pn l. rhey haven't mi se-d yet. 111 · 
l>unkhuuse ha' b en refurbi,herl by i\1\ik<· Whitton and 

l)ave Crow>on. Cour<e ~ r<' bo king wel l. 
Roland Bailey 

Needwood Forest (Cross Hayes) 
M OST o f our lub fleet has seen a tion recently, excPpl 
the n<M K- 1-l, beln~ rcttlerl by A lan Rober -. rhJnk> go 

to him ior he continued ciiorl he put; inln m.1in1aining 

our air raft Thanks, loo, tu Adriana Jncl Peter Ken! for 

n!cJccorating our clubroom. D •spite fl yi ng gelling in the 
w.1y we cl re ITi r; n.1ging tn rlo :som more erious stu fl in 

the rorm Cll club development workshop and variuu · 

socia l events, including J k<Jrting vening won by )ustin 

Strach.1n. Mr•mher '""'e al read)• organiscti a trip tu 
Ontur. For our news see www.go,diding.co.uk. 
Paul Machacck 

Norfolk (Tibenham) 
Q, )anLrMy 10 we were l re.ttcd to Milt\ Cook's ,1ccoun1 

oi the Junior World hampionships, a Vf'ry en\ rtain ing 
nd enlight>ning pre en t:1 tion, upported by photos ~nd 

maggo1 ra ing. " G Racing" h.•s been very well 
an ndE'd and suppnrt d. fhanks to all the indiv idua ls 
w ho arc supporting it. Gavin Scarle hJ< so locd, Tom 

Omarama 
New Zealand 

1LfPine Soarin8 
tf'fie §(idtna Syeciarlsts 

We offer the best support and 
training at all levels and a great 

friendly atmosphere 

• Wave flying • Casual tlying 
• Courses • Badge flying 

• Glider hire • Accommodation 

alpsoar@xtra.co.nz. 
www.soa.-ing.co.nz 

April - May 2004 

Smith hJ< his Si lver and )ames Baker hi s 1 OOkm 

D iploma. Cll Davc Munro is instigating" ne"' inl<'nsivl' 
Jl> initio train ing Kh .. me and Daw and Bob Grievf' 

now hJv<' CAA motnrp.l id •r inslructor r<1ti ngs. We h.w ­
dnnc il considerable amount o f !lyi ng !his winter ;wd 

manJged mort• I,Junrh<-s on D t•mber 17 th,m on the 
longe•t d.1y! The Chris~na f>,Hly was an unrivalled 

>UCC' , hosted by Woody. 13onnie W,1de has, JltPr 
10 years, produced her fin ill TihenhJm Thcrm.JIIer. 
TI1is exc llent new I uer has enL -'rlain d <1nd informed 
m •mh<m and dppeared at m.1ny other clubs. We th.1nk 

Bunni fo r h •r l itemry Jnd ed it rial enrichm nt of our 
glid ing culture. )osi Briggs has taken over w ith a 

month ly em ail news! ·11 r ·al led Low .111d Dcsp11raf!.!. 
Ray Hart 

Northumbria (Currock Hill) 
A DVERSE w inds ~ncl " waterloru,:ed ai riic ld hav ' 
restriclecl flyi ng of 1,1\c. However, th re hus been a 
limited amount o f wc.1k wave oc a~iona lly. Al.ml\tlams 
h.1s b '(Jme ,, Bl. Roy Mitchison has gained,, J)i,lmond 

heighl in a Discus from Minclen, Nevada. The old work­
shop has b n demolished ~nrl the new one 1 in use. 

The, ond pha, e "l1h new airsp<1Ce restrictions w ill 
no\ be e111orccd unti l August 2004. H,wing clisinlerred 

the c lub ncvsleuc•r, I h.lvt• hc~ncled onlhc ed itorid l 
m;,ntlc to \he brothers Craig and Chris Storey, who 

have producccl th '-' i r " t x.ccllcnt cdi lion. Th<' · have 
reourrecterl !he tit lt> '1"h<: rmal" This m ight lw in hon1. g 

to hmt-retaining unclerweJ r tn cssaryl. rat her than 10 
atmospheric convection (rnrf'). 

len Dent 

Nottingham University (RAF Syerston) 
AFTER a very sue essful Fre her~· Fayre, the club con ­

ti nue..'> 10 thrive w ilh a m ·mbeC'hip o f ov r 100. \Ne 
have some very keen new members who arc making 

fast progr s. The .mnudl pedition to Ponmo<Jk w ill be 
at East rand we have organised J !rip to Ontur in late 

June. There h vc been a numbt'r of very su ·cc iul 
soci.1l , nolably i h Murdor My tcry Pil rty . VVC' are also 

in negotiations for possible sponsorship. 
Rachel Hine 

Oxford (RAF Weston on the Green) 
LI KE a 'c< rbuncle on the fa cl! of an old friend', the 
OGC h.1ngar h~, now got a sp iffing new extension, in 

which all mannE'l' o f stuff <Jn he, c r. stt•ffed. Apart from 
that, the c lub ·urges on w ith maintenance, oi t\ 

and g<"Mer.d fettl ing in anl i ipation of a slunnllliJ soaring 
se<Json. As if. 
Steve McCurdy 

Peterborough & Spalding (Crowland) 
MEM~FR. are shockcxJ ,md saddened by th~· tr~gic 

death on F hruary 1 ot ont! of our senior member . 

Roben (Bob\ Sharman was J very a live member of our 
luh, ,, wnrking member n very en e i lh word . A 

lUg pdot, glid•ng nnclmotorglidinf: instruc tor, Bob"'"' 
u lw~v ~ger lo giV<' help, pract ical .111d knowlt•dge.lble. 
He h:1d an incred ible.: cnthusi,l slll inr lifl•, w hich nevN 

seemed to d iminish. One""~ in (l while cl person comes 
:~long who e journey hrough life i no rout in traverse, 

Boil Sh.,-m.•n was olh " rn.1n ,1 nd "''' h.1ve, 11 b nefi t­
cd through knowing him. l ie wi ll be f\fe,1tly missed Jnd 
our thuuuhb ,ln' with hi:- \·Vii • <\ylvi.J, d(1ughtf'r, Annie, 
~on in law, 'v1Mtin, w ho .He ,111 club members, and the 

rest ollhe iJmily r ee ol>ituanes, pf> I!. 
)oan Pybus 

Portsmouth Naval (Lee on Solent) 
TIII·RE llds been >orn • unP p<•t:tc•d lot I therm.JI u.~ring 

bul , les> urprl>ingly, lhe r~in hJ mad(• p J riS nf the 
airiicld resemble Lee in !he "olcnt rather 1b.1n un it. 1\ - J 

resul t W<' M P t<·mporMily confinr•d w the puv :d surf;,cc·~ 
and hJve I> nme :m ~Notow only Llub. '!wo days 

bctorc Chri tmJS a small group of members gave up a 
rl.1y of hrislln.J shopping to open th<· rl ub , , thJt Fran 

Fran Aitken of Portsmouth Naval is congratulated by 
instructor Tony World after soloing on her 16th birthday 

Ai tkf•n could solo on her I fJih l>irrhdoy. r, rtun.JLdy the 
w •:~Lh •r cooperated or just long nou~h. Our very 

SUCC<OSSfUJ Jllnual dinner .llld danct• \·,JS at riMS 
Collingwood, wh re our new d 1.1irman, Anrly Edn ·y, 

took over from Peler Waugh. \Ne w ekom i\ndy to his 
new role and giw o ur thanks to Peter for all his hard 
work over th • l ;t~t rive years. 

Steve Morgan 

Rattlesden (Rattlesden) 
DURING the.' Wlll ler Jnd -JJring CFI ndy llowelfs has 

organ ised many ta lks: d cross- ountry discu,; ion led hy 
An cl)•; a me eorology tolk from W eatherfack, and a B A 
safety presentation irom Kevin Mnlone . Some more 

exp ri ne d members plan to hold tal k : Grenville rol l 

on sr c:ed to ily; M ark Taylor on task-selling ,ncf Tony 
Bartl -·tt on Notams. The flird Brain quiz wa< b.1 k ag;1in 
w ith quiz masl r Bri,ln Partridge·. Congratulati •n> to rhe 
winning team ' Raulcsden O ld Farts' plus Gren. The K-21 

is ba "k irom PoiJntl, wlwre it wa r •-gellrrl and now 

looks beJutifu l, th,1nks to drivers M arlin, Stevc• ,1nd 
Geofi. Belated congratulalions to Helen Varlcy and rau l 

0' eary ior gell ing th ir Cro"-< uuntry Fndor<ecn 111 

and .:1pologics Lo dnyonc. whosP i"lchi 'V menh I h<tve 
in.1clvertent ly missed. Finally a f •w cl;,tes for your diary: 
task week an-• Mily 24-28 ,111<!Augu t 16-20. 

Cathy Page >-

The Motor Glider Club 
of/er 

NPPL Courses 
RT Course & Testing Centre 
Rules Dual H ire 

Motor Glider £55ph £45ph 
C150/ 2 from £70ph 

NPPL Courses from £750 

HINTON IN THE HEDGES AIFfELD 
Tel: 01295 812775 
Ill l lSS()Citlfi () l / ll'iib 

IIILaT 
PI LIGHT 

TRANNG 
Tel. 01865 370814 
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Club news 
""" Scottish (Portmoak) 

W [ were al l surpriSPd to finclthat one o i our memb r 

h.1d had .J sex r h.1ng<' - .1pp:trent ly this comes free w ith 

a Silver 8.JC1ge. When lw c!Jimed 11, h • wJs good old 
John Munro - but w lwn it WdS publislwd in the lost 
S&C lpG2. no 111 14), she w.ts lodn t'v1unro. John would 

l ike· mp to ,tsk pcopl' to stop w inking Jl him or offering 
him womt•n'-; d oth ·.On ,1 more" :-.t-·rious not(', 1h0 
fnund,1tioth h.tve ~one down forth · dul> hang<tr ,m cl 
we Pxpect the steelwork in cJrly t\pril. \Ne pbn to 

celchrJtP our 70th ~Hln iv rs;1ry drld the opening ol our 
rww hangdr on ]ulr 10- 11. tllld would l ike u · rnc1ny 
mc·mbcrs JS possible to join us. If vou h,wc ever be 'n .r 
mernht:r. pl(\,l~C ll)n~ id<• · visiting thdl W(J('kend. ror 
more, plt'<l~c Sl' ~ www.scoUiShJ:fidin,£4cenlr<•.eo.uk/ or 
c.l!t o 1391 1140543. 
lan Easson 

Shalbourne Soaring Society (Rivar Hill) 
PR IZE lnr tlw 1ong<:.•5t llighl on tht..• .... hortc..st d.1y went I<'> 
Geoff icholls with 4'1 minutes in hi> L:-3. Sev<'n othor 
llighr in th~ region of hal f ,ln hour 01 m"re were aJ, o 

logged Any post- hri&tmas blues w re loani, hed .rt our 
Annual Oinn 1, rlrgunised by - live Harder. Oave 

Murrow Jnd Liz Sp~rrow provid d the CJbarct act. 
Ay.1la Lir.tn received the Dave M.1 leham M emori.l l 
trophy for the most signlf1c<tnt progr s; Instructo r o f the 

Year went ro ferry Pa k; John D ay was rh<> tub M miJer 
of th >Year; whib t the l<etircd (hut very active! M m ber 
of the Year W<~ S Trevor Greenwood. TJsk Week winn rs 

were Carol Pike and John DJy; wi th Mortin Hoskin' 

w inning the Club Ladd r. M art in picked up .tnoth r 
·~ward', w h n he and lim Gavin were deemed to IJC• 
worthy w inn •r of tht• V,1ni'h Trophy ior · , rrori.> l 

Fle!iilnl.e, rluc to their out>IJntling t!l w int<:r headge.Jr. 
M<llt C1rter was the overwhelm m' choice ior rhe You 

w nderl Wh<:'rc? r >phy; ,U)(! Li L Spurrow colle<.."' cl th 
Get , Mnvc On .lw.lrd. f in,1lly, the J..-1 made a 
welcome return, h.wing spc•nt ,, rew month h ing 

rl·p~ ired fu llowing dn unfortundll! tu ,siC> with <1 h!'dge. 
A grant from Newhury Town Counci l .1llowed u to 

h. we a hand rudder fitted during the repair work, '""' 
thi, hd> Jlready been used. 
liz Seaman 

Shenington (Shenington) 
WE wou ld like to share wi th you excerpts irom a 
'PI nd icl bit ui publici ty from the back page o f th · 
w ekly Banhury Guardian. Together wi th photos olthe 
w inch. 111Structor Dave Heath and ,, K-13. reporter l uan 

McCall. w ho had just cxp>ric nced J Sltl'nington I• mch 

I Junch, described it .1s follow.: ''The launch ofiers a 
dramatic entry into the sky, by rulling the glider on 
.1 <ha in, propr>lling it utmost verti<...rlly into the str.ll<" · 

plwrl' ... " P<•rh.lps we ' houlcl ;t>k he t\ for .rn 
exte.nsion of vprtic;1 l auspncc? ~Jrmer 1hbs, wh(J owns 

tlw J irrl ·l d, h;1< grdciuusly P!iminated the triJngl • or' 
fen< L' in the centre rbat h. , prov<' rl o hazordous to 

visiti ng Duo Discuses. t\ smallmnunt,1in or perinwt<'r 
rucks hJs bt'C:"n n·movC'd hy our winch dr ivt:!r, KJthy 
13 ,-lfll<'~, .1m! !lw usdul l.mding CHt'(l )2/l'J!Iy ('Xp(l nd •d. 
We have ,\Cquircd John H.1mpson's Twin 1\ · tir, nmpletc 

w ith rolling st<lck .111d T-lt.mg.rr. t\ <lub trip to Ontur in 

Sp.rin will go ,tla.wl in rlpril. lJave l'erkins and l<oger 

Hurler .trC nr) w Full C 1ts. l'h il Br<•t111.1n will be st<' pping 
down .\S rt. to IJe rep!.tn•d lty M ark ' teV<'nS. 

CongrMul.l tions to ).1net Mar ·on het nming J B.t>i< 
lnsrrtlclnr. 

Mary Meagher 

Shropshire Soaring Group (Sieap) 
THE lonw ·st flight by ,.1 member rhi ' wintl'r h;ts I<> he tlw 
500km by Chns and Jo l ux in .r Duo - in 1\ustr.tlia. 
BJLk J l SleJp the Twin 1\ tir >yndic:\IC' h.1s st.lrtc•d .1 

tr<l inlng progr.unmc with AI C ilson. Vi itot. frnm <Jtlter 

clubs rook .tdvonlage c>f th • h.trcl runw~ys ovN the 
winter. \A/e h;~d an t' c- ll ~:;' nt evening saying .t forma l 
goodbye 10 Ch.tri<'S ;tnd Cll.1 \<V ebb. At till' S.t111<' I inw Wl' 
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said whJt we hope is not J final f.1 rew ell to Alan Ltlvi, 
our tugm<lst<•r f~>r mdny yew<. He I Js just retired from 
airli ne nying .md hJs moved to Bangkok pan from 

m<.~ king pl,ms to vi>ir )a ~ in the sum m r, Dave Triplcn is 

work In ' on a Ill.!" wdJ. ite to rq >lacr• our o ld 
W~:l~hw,we si\P. In time we hop to pn t thr' w ave 
pro peels on rlw sire in rimC' to c~llow vi>itors tu join us 

for tlw " eekenn . 
Keith Field 

South London (Kenley) 
t\ Ui\MP stort to the year fliC,1Jls thJr rout ine maintc­

nJn<..:e is well llht•J l 11nd w f• arc nuw looking iurward lo 

J husy >ed>on. <.:vt>n if .tdditinn, J,\i r C,tdet ..tctivi i wi ll 

dPprivc· us of u iew dovs this yo.tr. (l t is. otter aiL th ir 
airfield .) IA/e JrP busy upgrodin).\ and st.Jndardising our 

winch ·s. W e sh;, l l l>c holding our .rnnu.r l Charitv Oily 
nn MJ)' l. Un weeks w hc·n we arc closed for ;\ ir C:Jdc·t 
tr.lining, iorcign C!\ ursitll l " ilrc pl.nm('(j Il l j,l(,l dl [ astc•r 
.1nd to I BIJnL in the ' ummer. I· e shJII org<~n iS<' a 
summer xcursion or two in this country tu J.lennit some 
of our meml> rs to scrurc some of thu>C go,1ls th,n clrc 
quite d1IGLult ro a h ieve in our hmited arr poce. t\nd 
just to remind you, .rl thouglt we cull <Jursd ves the South 

London tiding Centre (www. >uuth lonc.hm~liding.co. uk) 

"'" Jre st ill Surrey Hills Glirl ing · t uh ~ 

Peter Bolton 

Southdown (Parham) 
TH E sr.r Motor rn tke conrinues to pro c invaluJble, 
l>ut we Jr~ >t i ll lookino for .tn adv~ ncecl tw o-seat for 

cros>-<..nuntry ft)•ing. We now hJv<' a S<lUJc.l of_ LM G 

p ilo1~ ~nd it is hoped thJI N I'PL trdi ning w ill even tu~ lly 

bP oii<'r<•cl . Visitor< soJri ng th<· r idge' th is 'Jlr ing mil)' li k<' 
to lake advant<1gc o f I ick D ixon'> excel lent vuidc to 
Soaring lh f' uuthduwns. .lVc:t ilable from tlw ofii t-e. 

Chd B~ckwcll h.1s taken o er .r~ CFI frnm StC've Way. 
\Ne h<1vc bc>l'O fnrtun.lle 1n having St •ve's firm lc,tder­

sllip uf the in ·truU o r c11mmunity and off r our fu ll 

support to Chri>. rlw Christm.h p.1rty brought 1ts usual 

w(1rm glow and the outslc:mding Jw:-J rd w -nt to raig 
Lowrie. His fl igh t ol 760km ' " "n him the Sky Sailing 
trophy Jnd w~s the longest fl ight evPr made irnm 
Parham. O ne of the team responsible for basic train ing, 
after our rnovc from rirle Be con in ·1 q73 , was Ra 
Hrigd · n. it i> wi th sJdncss therefore, that w e r<'port his 

recent deJth. Ma n p ilo l5 Jncl instru tot'> w ho learned 

to fl y during the I CJ70s w ill rcmcmlwr him wi th grcwt 
dl fe tion. 
Peter I Holloway 

Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 
O UR beloved K-21 h;" rerurn"d irom Poland having 
be n totally rd url>ishecl w ith ,, n "\V gclcoJt, looking 

r p lcndcnt. A ll'~rn of hardy voluntc '" has be ··n 
working on thP Instruments. radio Jnd interior ready for 

tlw roll-nut l' r ~mon)'· INC' h,1ve mc1int.rined \lyi ng must 
days this w inter, includ i n~ wh •n there w.1s a d ress ing o f 
~n(>W, .1 new cxpcri~nce ior m.1ny new membe-r .... Our 
ne" af l) O fficl'r, ~ob M Jrtin, is in p l.1c<•, h,wing 

brought .1 wr·alth of expcrien< e, not neccs>.>ri lv glid ing, 
from ilying w ith Ke,trl'l from Odih,1m. W f' w ish 

you well. ""'' · lv\y .tpo logi<'' fo r h.rving mi»cd out 
record ing t\ndy IO.>Ikwill's award at th(' iiGM of the 
cup for the mn~! progr · durino tlw pJ~l y ~~r with 
his first lOOkm and t\ sist,Hlt Instructor rdting. I<Ve 
unclerst.tnd that a K-(> is on site with BU G - involvement 

- more l,1 lcr. 

Harry Williams 

The Soaring Centre (Hus Bos) 
IN 200 \, mcmlwrs did SS il ights o f over .lOOk m or 

rnore clllcl I J fli ght> o f 5 Okm nr more, with tlw long ' t 
ovcroll flight being l> I Okm. IJ,tvc Jloorh won tlw club 
open ladder, .111cl M ,1lc Gudrd wo n the club ,. eekc·nd 

ladder. W ell done to <'V<'ryont'. The si nglc-scc~t hang.rr 
door h.ls been rd n1il t. The r lubhouSP. bunkrooms ..>ncl 
"fiicc hav<~ <1 11 bec·n rcdccor~llcd and the funct ion rnon1 

soundproor'ed. Th,ulk · to Jll who helped. 1\ " new ITIPm­
b rs li. ison •roup" tUerck Ahb<'y, Ri<.:n,u d L u g!! .rnd 

Chris l ee) w ill h lp th0rn to i ind th ' ir feet, and prov1de 

ddvicc ,md guidance to exi sting membel" if rE'qu irerl. 
Our club Puch,t / , FWT. ha:, b~cn refurhish<'d and 
n·- lifc•d in l'o lancl. l ull programnw oi ><> ial events is 

being org~n i "'d by tlw llw< B JS "S" team, >tJning w i th 
thl· " L,\Unch 2004" part)' on ,\rril I 0 . Th HGA tart 

OJH'RHin ns here nn f\pril l. ur weE•kda 11 dnjl our L'S 

w ill SlcHI on April 13. TI1 t lub 1\ G>Vt ' I l l he htllci on 
t\pril _4. The first leg oi thi> yeJr's inter-club I a ' U • 

wi ll be at llu> Bus on Mav I .J . Llaudc W oodltousc 

celebrated 60 yr•.1rs uf ilying with "" .tppc.trancc on 
Centrdl TV. lt i> wi th .adness thJt W<' r<'port that Peter 
t\very, J li fe member or the cl ub. died in Fel>ru<~ry. 

Siobhan Crabb 

Trent Valley (Kirton in Lindsey) 
Ti lE Wt>ilLIK'r il ,JS Slc.irled Lo improV(-:' so Wt-' rll·l' hoping IO 

' oar Oil c "g.rin. Sonw lucky members \vere able to 
enjoy the wint r wnVl' over Kirton, , perict ll on 
Clt ristrn.t5 Cve. t\ lan ·JJ<encer anrl Kah Chong have 

snlo · rl and John M argr;wp '"" passed his Bron?e well 
done. ~adly, Kah ha to leJve us du ·to job reloqtion; 

wc·"rC' sur<' you'll be w elcomed Jl Paddington. 
Fo llow ing the sue ess ot' our Chnstmas Dinner we 
look IOf\·Vard to our annual dinner and prizegiving in 

M arch. M ernher arc st,1rt ing to get r xcited about 

the iorthcont ing visit, in April . of the Fox dcrohJtic 
glider. 
j anet 1'licholson 

Ulster (Bellarena) 
SA Ttl Clau , n r to rhe club , tcw day5 before 

Christmos 1n the form of >r;mt aid approv<t l under,, 
l'e; c.;,, I I LU fund lO th • tuner ( £40,000 tow,trds the 

purchase >f .1 lmtnd-new D -50 5. Torn Snoddy. club 
s •rrctary. supported by 1\ lan 1c Killcn CFI dcli"ered the 
story of h is single-hand('(! J<hievem nlln J p,lCked 

extmord inary meeting in rhc rlullhOU>e. Delivery is 

exp ted in January 2005 . The winrer months are being 
u>ed to bring t least eight pilots up to Bronze standard 
with lectures on the w rit t · n papers at the dub to he fol­

low ed by an intense gliding instruction vvcck in early 

MJrch. The new LOmmille~ has " ' one of i rs milin 
objective.s to rigorously market i ts pn>Ciucl and ottract 

new mPtnllC'rsh ip . Variou n1.1rk •l ing initiJtivc> are 

und<•r cons id r;Hion, including the launch of,, new 
brnr hure dcsi)<ned tn exploi t the ex itement and pure 

energy of our sport. J 
Seamus Doran 

Vale of White Horse (Sandhill Farm) 
\N E held our t\GM in eorly lanu;uy .1nd our existing 

commlttee w,1s r~-cl" t.ecl, w 1th the ddclitlon of Gra m ' 
. cou who runs our websit0. Our pl.1ns for 2004 includl' 

dn exped ition to D•·nl>igh in l.lle March, .>n opc•n week. 
"Eel 's week". the bonk ho lidav w eek at the lx >ginning 
of M arch. c~nd ,1 competi tion ovN the p •riod of the 

l\,111k l lolrday week ,11 the end of >'v\,uch. \IVt• ·"" ,t lso 
invcstig~ ti ng the possibi li ty ol ~llHting up ..1 VV •dnl'sday 
opl'rt1tion. 
Graharn Turner 

Vintage Glider Club 
RESTOIV\TIONS in prngrcs> in Bri to in include the 1'v\uc.1 
100 .11 llannerrluw n, which i · almost rt•,tdy to ilv, •. rnd 

th.o M inirnoa ;11 London, w hit:h n<·Pcls only p.tint ing. TI1e 

q nopy is being put rogcther by Peter Unclerwnod. At 
llookcr, our mcmb<•rs now own the T·2 1 b, .1ncl have had 
;1 fine clusE'd .1 h11nin ium tr.1il er buil t for l t Gr,1h.1m S,ll· 

is re-f.tbric ing and r painti ng h is I unak. rhc,- Kite i t is 
,ilmo; t re, tmc·d and should bl' ilow n this summer. Chris 
Rainc and ·,m ti ly took their Kite 11 to tlw .~1 st 

lnr marional !<.tlly as th(' o11ly Brit i'h <'ntrant; the d is­

t.>ncc ..tncltwo ferry < ro<, ings pr vC'ntc·d otht•r Uritish 
en t ric~ bul th£.1 rjtll y W tlS d succpss w ith 30 gl irk•r.:;: singlv 
entries from Nurwdy, Sweden. FrilnCP, Switzcrbnd. 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:gr(1i.1t
http:lVww.>uulhlunclongliding.co.uk
http:dnl1u.l1
www.SCOllish8/idil1,~centr{'.co.ukJ


Austr iJ .1nd Brit<lin, <Jnd mu ltiiJie ones from Germanv. 

Den mark , f in lond .m rl ll nll <lnd . Tlw 12nd lntem ntiona l 
Vi nlttge Rall y is tn b -' h<; ld in ugust t..ll ( ;ljwicc in 

Poldnd, where cl n w 1 t.) J(, Sn ldm<mdra is be ing bui lt 
;,nd w hen" 'I J woodt>n ~.l ll pl .lnl'5 <Jrc .J irl' <Jdy, if'vorthy. 

They inrlud • th" IJSt uitW(l rt hy ).1<ko/k.1 in Pnldntl , 

recentl y pu r hased 111 flelgtum. i t is th trst tlrn that 
the VGC h.1s bePn to l'nl.mrl. Tlw VG 2004 

Rendezvous I{JIIy w ill be the week hetore at )ezow, the 
hU n Grunau ~itc. In the . z •eh l{epubli c, two tnr>re 

O rl iks hnw bl'en w ' tor<·d tq llyi 1g condition .1nd thei r 
nrw Hob de l ·uiel hou ld ill' r , rlv thi; ye.1r. In fr n e. 

an Ai r I 00 and .111 ~de lw iss IMvc IJe<'n r.,.; tored to il v. 

In the 'r·th •rl.1nds, ~ ·w gltder nlu>eurn, the 
1\v iadromc. h,1, b ~n found d. All the gliders can be 
.tdoptcod, restored and iluwn by Out h VG m mh rs. 

ThJ, is a •re. tt -x.t mpl ior n thN ·oun tri • In Germany, 

,1 new Hutter 11· fl· l has ilow n ,1nd o n<:w Li !Jp isch 

designed " ,rllllr' r" t" i< due to. ;\ lourt h dirworthr 
Kranirh 21~-l i' 11 ing rc.u;tored , long w ith two Zugvogel 
:Jas. ~~ pagP I S of thi s issu<' tor news of the i· lo rt ('nS 

th at ;ne hieing rebuil t in Germany. 
Chris Wills 

Welland (Lyveden) 
IT i; w it l1 grc, ll >adn ~s~ that "'" pen thi s report. 
Member> o f th is c lub, and their respective fam ilies, 

gri cv io r the lo ' oi OLt r m!!mltcrs John H ,1th it nd 
Phtlt p Swind n In ,, gll di nJ:~ ,1rri d ·nt at J ne.Jrl>y rl ub in 

January. More cJn be toun I in the obi tuaries t>ee right!. 
Th · last c lub news om itted to mention tho t John l· i<•,Jth 

h,1rl 1 •on tit ctuh '> 26 Cup. ior the f,tstest 1 OOkn1 
tri.1ngle l.1st yea r. 1t " .lcl th,H he c~ nnm mad ht n.1111e 

in light h re. Th c lul> wint r Oldint ·tMilU' i · IJeing 
taken on wi th he,ll')' hlwt; J the field lowly rl!cover, 

irom its w int r soJking. Many of our lub m mile" .1 ls11 

knew Bob Sharman. ,tnd our respe IS and condolences 
M ofierecl l>oth to h is lam lly .1nd to the neJri>y 
Petcrburou •h & Spald ing C. Lookin' to the tutuw, our 

Jb inilin we k 1 ~ <L't iur April 1 <J-2.1 ~ubjert In d ··nJJnd . 

Ou r O pen We kt,nd is h<'du led or ·\J)' B-9 hu t mdy 
be >ubj Cl to move 11 1 lltw Wtth the' J l i<ll1.11 Gliding 

Wc~:< k. Our Flyi ng W<' l'k i' to win< id • w ith Upwoorl's: 

Augu'l 7- 14. 
Strzeb 

York Gliding Centre (Rufforth) 
THE nffiCL'rS c lettcd .llthc 1\GM were: Ri chard Smith. 
Cil:~irm,tn, Huw.1rd Mcrlcrrnoll - l<ow, Slnct.1ry .1nd P.lltl 
llepworth Tre,;sur!.!r. M ike Cohl cr rcmo ins Cf L The• cl uh 
;, dcl if\ hled w it h it n!'v. twO· ><',ll<'r, ,1 lovl·ly Grol1 AcTO 

Ill , whi' h h .l ~ prnvvd CX II' l' I11 C· Iy popul.1r. \•Vc 1 ,HP looking 
lo rwi! rd tcJ h.tv1ng twu g l .1 ~" tr,til lPrs going noss·coun try 
lo ~t1li!<it'~' tlw in<. rPa sing dc.•m,HHI iro111 1>Ur 11ronz(' pilot ~ 

II'IHJ h,tvl: n >l1t r ih tllc·d to incrt"" '' d 11l<' l11hl'r>hip in the 

p.1st Y""r nr lwn . Thf' n<'w bui ldings 1h,11 wi ll comprise 
our nt:w cl uhhnu ~ l' .1n• . lntic ipo~ t <•d to lw on ~ it c in th(' 

" " '" fu turt•. Th i> should givl' ' " ,1 q'lll'rh i,1cility to <'.11<' < 
ior v irtu .. ll v .111 our inrloo1' needs. W<· ,m· current ly 
.1\\',Ji ting pl,111 11i ng p< ' rnli -;~ion to go .. l hl'(ld. 
Mike Cohler 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
Tl l[ ' 'rprn,Khing \ prin fl h,,, brought om lurious W<'St 
w inds: .1nd th<.· rc•turn oi the w,w(• h.1r. Congr,J tu i Jtion~ 

go to Johq 1\l\;u';h for lnmpl<'l ing h i ~ Bronn· in ,1 littl · 
over .1 yt'<Jf from ~o lo .. 1nd tn ,1nynn0 whn rn.1dl' it to 
the~ ricJu51y \l"tCJWl'd- in Nt•w YL•.rr's FvP p.1rty. Rl'gular 
vbitnrs w ill h<' piPJ>t•rl to l<'~rll th.ll . th,Jnb ktrgel)' to 
the efiurt oi l'c·tN CJ .. y. Stu.lrl H <~Inn , k.elly ).lmki , Chri ; 

Teagle and Chr is IJ,l)'. thC' durm iloril'> jnrl bunkrnnm 
h.lvt • ht•t•n t· ~ t c·n~iv( • ly !'f'h tmp<•rL f'-'<•w lm·vP r n•i l ings, 
.1 lrc~h cunt of p.1inl. .md :-CJi lll' ,11tc r . t t ion ~ to the 
1-u rnish ing~ h;,ve l(•d to .. 1 .Jooc Yt , improvenwnt ! rlw LluiJ 

hcts .1/ ~o decidl'd to q•ll tl ll' " "renwl)' wc·ll -<•quippN I 
tuurl'r c.Hdv;J n i><Jught b)' the Idle· IJ;Jphnc Shn rpe snmc• 

Y<'<HS ::rgu co nt,lc:l ! hP t luh for nllJI'C' d(•\t~ iJ .., . \. . 
Alex May ~ 

April - May 2004 

Obituaries 
John Abbott- Midland, Staffordshire 
JO H N 11934-2004) ilew his ii rs t sldo in 1948 :I s ,111 Air 
C 1d!"t at Shrew!>bury S hool. On ll',w ing school lw did 

N .. l! ional ~ervice in the army. Wr\S commiss ion~d duri ng 
his 1,1>1 w('(:k and jJromptly IC'it 10 rc<turn to tivll!.l n l i ic. 
H h, cl two hohbie;- (i h ing <l tlfl ,Jpromodl·l llng - h11th 

of w hich he pursued wi th i.111 ,1 t i c~l Jllcn tion to detail. 

In 198B h r ' turned to gli ling. Hl' jni twd the M id/,Jncl 

G dnd bought a share in th · O lympi,1 4-60 ; 18. it was 
around this time that StJ ffordshire GC w<ls he oming 

l' t,Jbli shed only <1 iew mil irom his h01n~·- lie joined 
an I . hortl y aitcr'<va rds helped iorm a syndicate to huy 

the /vmpi.1 41 g 'W ild Goose' origin.1l ly owned bv Sir 
PeterS ott . and ;Pt ahout r.->toring th is IJeauliiu l gl id<'r 

to i ts origin.1l onditton and co lour >t ht•mc. At both 
c lub> he i< tondl y rcmembcrc•d for his w icked ensP oi 

humour and lh rb d wit. He w.ts very good el l winding 

up the more >Ci f ill'liJ Jrtat11 nwmh rs ~nd then detlt ti ng 

them merc il essly. Follow ing cl very ~ucc.c.ss iul r·'-l r<' l'r he 
retired four yectr. :~go on ly to l1 c• sl ru k down by <\ 111\ter. 

lil ts was apparently uvcrconw ,1ncl he rl' turned toll~' ing 
.1nd fi shing. l ie w,t tdkf'n I ll ,1g,1i n ju;t l"ior to 
Ch r i,t mc~ ~ .mcl di ed pt•d cciu ll y, wh ich is probc~ll ly the 

onl y thing /11~ Pl<>r rli rl peorcfully. in ) c~n u.-" )'· 

Chris Ellis 

John Heath - London, Welland 
JO H N died in ho 1 ita/ on ).lll U.lry I ll .lfl t' r .1 g lid ing 
acc ident c.Jr li cr it1 thl• clay. Origimll y irom th 
!Jon ster arc.t, he started gl iding ,J I Dunstab le in I 'lBb 

when his jub moved neJrc•r London. In 1 'l'l1 h · 

est;, bl ish d. in n1cmtlry of his " "1 who was ki ll ed in ,1 
roa d acc tcl nt, the ;\ drian l leath Trophy, to be awarded 
to ,, .Jd't :1 11 1u.1ll)' .11 the London GC. In 1'l'l4 )nhn 

b amc an :\ ss istant Instructor .11 Ounsldble ;md w as fnr 
solllC' time the Vi c- ·hairma n. Then, unt ic ipati ng rw ire­

mcnt in 19CJIJ, he n10vcd to Deen · thorpl· , nd soon 

joi ned VW II<111rl GC. H ' w . s Chairman ram 2000 until 
~002, at the s<:Jme time continuing to instruct al 

Dun,tahle. John w~•s ,1 n e peri enced p ilo t w tth 3075 
l .1t<nch~ inr ,, tot,JI ni 1120 how:. 111 46 d iffer nf typ 

f1i J:~ l iders , in ddd ition he h.1cl1l8 hour' in h i. PPL iog­
book. lohn's t:xpc·rtcn e ,1nd enthusiasm wi ll he greJ tly 

011 s«l b)' both c.l ub> and hts cont ri bu tiun to them over 

rn:tny )'ears wus recognised by the m uny me m her> of 

both club> who W C'CC' at hi -; iunPr:1 /. 1-te is surviVl'cl by 
hi s \vi I{· Sue <J nd h is daughter SMI.'l h, tn \Vhnm we 
E'X I('I)(I uur ~ymp.1!hi es in tlw ir tr,tg ic l u ~s . 

Meyrick )ones 

Robert (Bob) Sharman - Peterborough 
& Spalding, Vintage GC 
DIFfER[ T peop le w ill r ' member Bob (1922-2004 1 in 
ditt er •nl roil'S bec<Jusc be hMI s uch ~ fu ll ,1nd v:H i<'d 

li i<c. Jo ining thC' Lincolnsh ire po lice il< <1 1 b-y<'.tr-ol cl 
cadet and at ter the war ,J ttaining the r~ nk oi Chici 

l tpf•rint •nJent, hi ~ L,JreCf Wcl~ inlc rrup ted IJy \Vdflillll' 
~!!rvi e In the Rn)'J I Navy, w here h S<:'rv~d, homd 

•'-'tn tot TnrJWdo Boa" an rl wa~ vward ·d the DSM inr his 
p.l rt in s,1vi ng his hoa l .tfll'r tlw capt.Jio orriNPcl it lobe 
dban loncd. I lis r ·iu.s.tl to .thanclon did n t go dnwn 

w 11 in itiJII )' hut w.;s typi cal oi !:lob. In tlw e.trly I 1l50s. 

hl' disCOv ' n'rl gl iding ~ nd threw himsC'I f into it w ith h i 
usu;1 ! gusto. He eventual ly h(· ;-1111<.' ...t civilian instructor 
ior the ATC; was commissinn!'•cl in to the RAr \IRT ,md 
became cJf th ·Air C..Kkt ,llclin • Schoo l ,, , Rt\F 
ll<·msw /1. For mu h of hi; li fe, he was ,1 memb<·r uf 

Peterborou h & Sp~/di n ).l CC. wh r<' he was instructor, 

tug f)iln t .tnd (fJr Stlll1<' )'"'"'' < h.1irm~n . l iP lr.tvelled 
Europ<' to attend VGC l{,t//i es. w hml' he was a popular 
•·hara fer ,1 111'.1)'> r£- ,.><lr to h •lp. fo/I IJI.v ing the tb11h of 
hi:-. fir _ t \-v ifc• , J\~<lf y, 13ol> vi ~i t ccl rrlativc~ in r\u strulia, 

w here he went gliding ;Jnd <J iso m -·1 Sylv1 o, whorn he 

m:trr ic•d in I 'N5. Sylvi,1 took Ill glid ing .1ncl bte,,1 111e .1 

[J ilnt In he• n1vn right. She hJ> been Bob's clc,Htes l 
comp;,n ion, supporttng /11111 throughout , <lncl intends to 
mnt in ul' fl y ing. [luh .1lsn lc; .tvc<s beh ind a snn, Ri ch,trd, 

(1nd tl u ~u.Jgh ter~ nni e. L:tst ye<H ~lt the d ub, a 111L'I11hcr 

was hec~rd tu SJ)' " I hope I ,1m <~ S fi t o1s tha. t at 80" . Bob 

WJ< iJiily ing round('rs w ith the kirb and launching water 
bomb, iJ t the tim •. I le' is ,1 grcJ I loss to the gl id ing 

communi ty. I am sure tha t i t Bob had a parti ng n1 sage 
it wou ld be: "Gel .1i rbonw , me boy, there' lift ,J/1 over 

the sky". 
Martin Ewer 

Philip Swinden -Wet land 
IT i> h,trd to b l ieve thdl Phi lip Swind ·n (1989-200<1) 

joined us on ly last ; pring, uch wa; the imprc>sion he 
nnrlc on all who m ·t hi m f rom the t.t rt i t IVd> obvious 
that he w,h goi ng to LP ,111 cxen1plar) lull member: 
ther earl y to unp,u.k the h,mgar: le.1 ping on the trJr:tor 

to fetch ca!Jll':S; htiiT)'IIl fl nut to retri eve l ~ n cling gliders. 
Philip had a matu r it y beyond his y <~r< whi/,t still 

m3inmi ning the Pnth u~id'm of you th. HC' hJrl J !,1n lc~st i c 

abi li ty to talk to .1nynnc ;] tlfl;, real sensP nt fun. His 
,;mile will st.1y in our hc..c.r ,Jnd minds ior years to 

come. Taken from us just the day alter hi> 1 Sth hirthd,J)'. 

!'hi li p 's nat.urJ I apti tude- Jnd love ot fl ytn g shone 
thrnugh. His ambi tion w J to hP il pi lu t in th Fleet A ir 
Arm ,1nd already tw had virt uall y r<;>.:t h<XI ,olo stuncb rd 

in glicl rs . l ie was alwJys car~c r to leurn. and he had 

m.lny tntcr st<; , including saili ng, fL hlng, the S<..out' Jnd 
th e d arinet. Philip ;1 h i vt<d >O much in ,Jn ,11/ -too-<hnrt 

l ife thd l he is .1n inspi ra ti on to all o f us forl una tl' 
enough to knnw him. H is Ills> i> a trngedy ior h is family, 

our c lub, the gliding movement and th<" world at IJrg ·. 
O ur thoughts ,1rc wi th his p~rP nt s, KPvin and Gl lli ,ll1 , 

h is brother, t\ndrew, and hi< sist r, ) i , . 
)ane Cooper & Brian McDonncll 

Dick Toop - Dartmoor 
WE have all h . n saddened by the d ilth oi D ick Toup 
( 191 CJ-2004). H e lived his whole li ft· on the famil y tann, 

b irthpl:lce of Fra n<.:i' D rake, some four m iles south oi 
our site. Dick quali i iecl iL a t!vil engineer. !I ts hiet 
interest throughout h is li fe was in hor<>es but he dls<) 
learned to ily .m d for d whil h ~;dd . 1 PP I_ W hen in 19H() 

~5 Mayor of Tav t lo k he p;ud an nfftC.tdl visit to th ' 

!jl id ing cl ub this interest wa< strongly revivc<l, hl' joint•cl 

tfu~ club and upporterl .111 il~ •" ltvi ti es. 11< bought <J 

li fe membership, took a sh :~ re in .1 K-6 :~ n d ilew w hen· 

ever possib le. Altbuugh never a grc.t t so.1ring pilot h~ 
Llnl<n<•d that ev"n a f<ew minutes flymg so lo did hi C~ ll 

and his liver a pow er o ( ~ood . l-Ie was th e kind of soli cl 
supporter we all ner·cl to kt>Pp the sport r pu lar ond 
incl usive!. In F Jg7 he rn arriecl his churm ing young 

Mirandd tur .1 peri od of gre.-.11 happi ness. D ick wi ll lnng 
ue r<'membcrccl for hi s ent husrJ;tll, hi'i humour, hi~ 
unst.i nting profcssionil l h lr in ' r<'cti ng our h;l!lgar .tnd 
clubhouse .tnd fo r h is incxhdUSl ible tund or SI OriP5. lie 

has hcr.·n greatl y mis ed at tl w d ub inu~ he rcl ut. t.mtl y 

~;,w up .'lid ing .11 th .tg lli 112. We .111 ext end ur 
d ep sympMhy lo MirJncb and to his st p -b mil y. 
Phil Brctt 

Edwin Whipp - Bath & Wilts, lnkpen, 
Bristol & Glos 
IT is w ith deep sadn s th<t t w report the cJ -·ath of 
Edwin W hipp ( 1933-2003\. just J few days b<>iore 

hr istmds and hi 70th birthuJy. Edwin h.1d, un til 

tecently, been Lecturer in U cct ri<:a l Engineering al BJth 

Univel'!' ily. I t,.. <I . rt rl g liding in 1%9 with the Bath 
& Wi lt cl ub at Keevi l .1nd flew at Comrton Abhas anrl 

lnkpcn beiorc jnining Nympsfleld in 1 <J7G. He joi ned 

the I ng· ·• tahlishl'd ' tandM <.J Orrus ndkate 252 In 
I 'l7'l and partic ul or ly ~njoyed taking the p, lid r to Le 
13 1 :~ nc and Chau vigny in c nt rallranc , prcf rring th 
fl a tl,~nd< to the exci tement n f the Southc>rn Alps. For 
m,1ny yc.H he v • .~._ cm in.!:. tru ctnr at both KLl{!vi l Jnrl 

Nympstielcl, Jnd many puptls w ill have benefited trurn 

hi s qui •t , nd unt uiflf'rl guicl,mcc. SJdly, lust when it 
looked a.s it' h<:' hMI ovrrcom!! h i, illness, th , fin.1l blow 

>tru ck. Uur deepest sympathies go to f'atr ic ia , the 
children , nd grJncl hi lclrcn. 

Cluis Hughes 
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BGA Badges 
No Pilot Club (place of flight) Date 

DIAMOND 662 Michael Davis Wrekin tt / tt /03 

663 Richard Chapman Bidford 20/6/03 

664 Richard Jones Cranwell 11 /11 /03 

665 Thomas Rose London 4/12/03 

666 Jim McLean Clevelands 11 /11/03 

667 Tim Davies Cranwell 11/11 /03 

668 Peter Kingw1!1 Cranwell 26/11 /03 

669 Michael Gee Lasham 10/7/03 

distance 1-967 Michael Roberts Cambridge 14/8/03 

1-968 Charles Cooper Bicester (D Downs) 26/11/03 

1-969 Gareth Baker Cranwell (D Downs) 12111 /03 

1-970 Cave PosUolhwahl! Chilterns (D Downs) 1-9/11103 

1-971 Michaet Davis Wrekin (Darling Downs) 11 111 103 

1-972 Stuart Duncan Wrekin (Darling Downs)24111/03 

1-973 Richard Jones Cranwell (D Downs) 11/11103 

1-974 Nic_holas Newton Backer (New Tempe) 4/ 12/03 

1-975 Richard Chapman Bidlord 20/6/03 

1-976 Thomas Rose London (New Tempe) 4/12/03 

1-977 Jlm McLean Clevelands (D Downs) 11/11103 

1-978 Tim Davies Cranwell (D Downs) 11/1 1/03 

1-979 Peter Kingwill Cranwell (D Downs) 2611 1/03 

1-980 fan MacArthur Midland (Bicester) 15/8/03 

1-981 Michaet Gee Lasham (Fuentemilanos) 10/7/03 

goal 2-2996 Charles Cooper Bicester (Darling Downs) 

17/11103 

2-2997 Gareth Baker Cranwell (D Downs) 12/ 11/03 

2-2998 Paul Johnson Essex & Suffolk 20/7/03 

2-2999 Stuart Duncan Wrekin (Darling Downs) 17111 /03 

2-3000 Jlm McLean Clevetands (D Downs) 8/11 /03 

2-3001 Michael Abbolt Staffs (New Tempe) 1112/03 

2-3002 Tim Oavies Cranwell (D Downs) 10/ 11103 

2-3003 Shaun McLaug1·11in PSGC (Nympsfield) 30/8103 

2-3004 Geddes Chalmers Highland 15110/03 

2-3005 Rod Christie Book er 6/5/03 

2-3006 John Roberts Midland (Nympsfield) 30/8/03 

2-3007 David Smith Deeside 5!12/03 

2-3008 tan MacArthur Midland (Bicester) 15/8/03 

2-3009 Julian Sultan Borders (Fuenfemllanos) 8/8103 

height 2-3010 Terry King Wyvern (Benalla) 9/ 12/03 

3-1622 David Ranee Midland (Aboyne) 25/9/03 

3-1623 George Crawford Oxford (Omarama) 4/t 2/03 

GOLD 

2316 Paul Johnson Essex & Suffolk 20/7/03 

231 7 Jim McLean Clevelands (D Downs) 8/ t t/03 

2318 Michael Abbolt Staffs (New Tempe) 1/12/03 

2319 Graham Paul London (Talgarth) 18/10/03 

2320 tan MacArlhur Midland (Bicester) 15/8/03 

2321 Robert Lockell Staffordshire (Portmoak) 3/10103 

distance 2322 Julian Sultan Borders (Fuentemilanos) 8/8103 

Peter Sharpe London 16/8103 

Mark Pickersgill Kestrel (Bicester) 14/8/03 

Paul Johnson Essex & Suffolk 20r7103 

Stuart Duncan Wrek1n (Darling Downs) I 7111103 

J1m Mclean Clevelands (D Downs) 8/11103 

Michae\ Abbott Staffs (New Tempe) 1/12/03 

Shaun Mclaughlin PSGC (Nympsfield) 30/8/03 

Rod Chnst1e Beaker 6/5103 

Roberl Lockelt Staffordshire (Portmoak) 311 0/03 

Julian Sultan Borders (Fuentemilanos) 818/03 

height Terry King Wyvern (Benalla) 9/12103 

Charles Hay Backer (Aboyne) 22/11 /03 

Dave Paffelt Lasham (Aboyne) 9/10/03 

Graham Paul London (Talgarlh) 18110103 

Robert Lockett Staffordshire (Portmoak) 3/10103 

SILVER 

11 358 Andrew Hepburn Portsmouth Naval 30/8103 

11 359 Bruce Duncan Deeside 2/8/03 

11 360 Kevin Western Ratltesden 31/8103 

11 361 Stuar1 Duncan Wrekin 17/11103 

11 362 Ernes! Armi1age Derby & Lanes 3/10/03 

11 363 Rod Christ1e Book er 6/5/03 

100km 

Pts 1&2 Shaun McLaughlin Peterboro & Spalding 30/8103 

Aerobatic 

T J Brook Standard Known 14/8/03 

D Nisbet Standard Known 26/9/03 
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Learning to Glide? 
No Course availability? 
Check out Shenington 

The Friendly Gliding Club 
We are special and this is how we do it: 
• Flying 7 days a week 

• Grass/Hard runways (weather resistant!) 

• Value for money courses- guaranteed 
number of launches 

• Professional Instructors- maximum ratio 2:1 

• Winch, Aerotow and Motorglider available 

• A friendly welcome to aU visitors 

Clubhouse, Bunkhouse - Bar facilities avail­
able to members and visitors 

Shenington Airfield, Oxfordshire OX15 6NY 
Tel 01295 680008 • Email: gliding.club@virgin.net 

,~,\Li~ ORDER PARTS. REPAIR MATERIALS 
(,~~w & ACCESSORIES FROM THE 
f~_f:)_~ EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONALS 

"-S Al'-~ -- -

WE PERFORM 
ON THE GROUND 

TO KEEP YOU 
IN THE AIR! 

To complement our existing 
workshop facilities you can now 

accessjl huge range of 
Parts, Repair Materials and 

Accessories from the comfort of 
your own home - 24 hours a 
day, most items available for 

immediate despatch. 

Simply visit. 

WWW.SVSP.CO.UK 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:WWW.SVSP.CO.UK
mailto:gliding.club@virgin.net


MASON RESTORATION 

@_ 

Glider and Motorglider 
ColA Inspections 

Weight and Balance 
Repairs and Refinishing on 

Wood and Glassfibrc 

27 Kellett Gate, Low Fulney, 
Spalding, Lines PE12 6EH 

Phone: Dave Mason 01775 723737 
Email: silent.tlight@virgin.net 

~~ Weatheralls 

Bicester 
Airfield 
To let 

• 327 acre grass airfield 

plus l or 2 "C" type 

hangars (approx. 

4,185 m2 each) and 

ancillary buildings 

• Suitable for use by 

gliding operations 

• Up to 5 year term 

available 

• Available from Summer 

2004 

All enquiries: 

Andrew Sack or 
Nick Alexander • 0207 338 4000 
andrew.sack@atisrealweatheral ls.com 

nick.a lexander@atisrealweatheralls.com 

www.atisrealweatheralls.com 
22 Chancery lone, Lo ndon, WC2A llT 

April - May 2004 

Accident/incident summaries by Dave Wright 

AIRCRAFT PILOT(S) 
Rei Type BGA No 
126 SZD Junior 3268 

Damage 
Subslanlial 

DATE 
Time 
20-Sep-03 
1800 

Place 
Talgarlh 

Age Injury 
35 None 

P1 Hours 
43 

The visiting pilot, laking his lirslllighl on type, returned to the air1ield and fa1led to notice that the wind had changed through 
180" . Finding himsetl too high approaching the up-sloping runway, he flew a second circuit but was again loo high and on his third 
allempl he touched a wingtip as he straightened up, ground-looping the glider. 

127 K-18 None -Sep-03 Incident Rpt 77 None 607 
At 700ft on a winch launch there was a loud bang as the right rudder pedal became disconnected. The pilot released and flew a 
careful circuit to a crosswind landing. Subsequent inspection could find no wear or defect in the adjusters and they could not be 
made to slip if correctly engaged. (second time on this glider type. Previously, other pilot baled out) 

128 SZD Puchacz- Minor -Sep-03 
1430 

Incident Rpl - None 

This was one of about seven gliders that had been left parked on the air11eld during a break for lunch. While they had been 
adequately secured for the morning conditions this was not sufficient when the rotor from the wave system moved across the 
field. The gusting wind blew this glider down a slope and into a wall. 

129 ASW 20 2589 Substantial 15-Sep-03 
141 0 

Feshiebridge 73 Minor 570 

After a turbulent initial aerotow through rotor. when the pilot experienced severe lateral excursions requiring lull aileron to 
control. he released at 1.40011 in 4kls of I ill. This rapidly become 6kls and then over 1 Okls down as he headed for the airfield. 
His only option was to stall into the tree canopy, which caused substantial damage. 

I 30 LS4 & Libelle 2806 Substantial x 2 11-Aug-03 Didcol 52 None 
1553 44 None 

3,000 
1,000 

This MID-AIR COLLI SION took place between two gliders flying in a national competition as they approached lour gliders 
turning right in a thermal on track. Before reaching this the first pilot lllrned left, surprising the other pilot (unknown to the first) 
lollowing very close behind and who was expecting him to turn right. Both pilots were lucky to make lield land~ngs despite 
extensive damage. 

131 K-13 4634 Substantial 28-Sep-03 
1720 

Rivar Hill 70 None 218 

The pilot was resoloing after remedial training following an undershoot accident a month earlier (see report 143/03). After 
two well-flown dual flights he was sent solo. During the approach with 3/4 airbrakes he began to undershoot. He thought 
he had pul lhe airbrakes away but had not and the glider undershot into a hedge. 

132 Discus 4030 Minor 09-Sep-03 
1710 

Bicester None 90 

The visiting pilaf had a tiring day. He had lrailered the glider from his club. rigged il, had a site and field land1ng oheck in a 
motorgllder. then a 90-minute soaring flight in his glider. He then took a ' hangar flight' it but found lilt and landed after an hour. 
with the wheel up alter using the u/c lever (on the same side as the m/g) as brakes. 

133 K-23 2997 Minor 21-Sep-03 
1730 

Dunslable 43 None 

The winch launch. with the glider out of sight of the winch driver, started normally bul the pilot did not rotate into the climb 
as it was too slow. He released the cable and tried to land ahead without using airbrake. This resulted in a pilot-induced 
oscillation In pitch and the glider bounced four or five limes before stopping. 

11 

134 ASH 25 3909 Minor I 2-Aug-03 La sham 47 None 3.000 
1800 None 

This field landing accident look place during a competition flight. The very experienced pilot apparently was distracted by 
an unusual vibration during the final approach and failed to keep the wings level immediately after touchdown. As a result 
the glider ground-looped. damaging the tailplane. 

1 35 ASW 22BL 3388 Minor 19-Jul-03 
1615 

Herriard 63 None 2,200 

During the final glide in a competition flight the pilot misjudged h1s height and, loo late, decided to land in a field that was 
now behind him. Turning steeply. and now below 200ft in the 15kt wind. he could not reach his field a'ld had to land in a 
maize crop and ground-looped the glider. 

136 SZD Junior 4042 Substantial 17-Sep-03 Husbands 68 None 124 
16 15 Bosworth 

Alter a delay tor landing traffic the glider was launched. At about 200ft the airbrakes were seen to open and the launch 
was abandoned. The pilot tailed to notice the open brakes and did not lower the nose suflic1enlly to gain enough speed to 
round out. The very heavy landing broke the glider's fuselage. 

137 Grab 109B G-BZLY Minor 27-Sep-03 D1shforlh 51 Minor 
Molorglider 1705 40 None 

The motorghder pilot landed slightly fast and with little brake. As a result he mishandled the brakes and directional control, 
allowmg the aircraltlo swing towards a fuel bowser. The passenger applied correct rudder and slick to avOid the hazard 
but PI then pulled lull airbrake and wheel brake - tipping the aircraft onto its propeller. 

138 IS-29 Write-off -Sep-03 
1530 

lnc1denl Rpl - None 

The glider was picketed with a trestle under both wings and a 25·1ilre water barrel holding each down. The tail was lied down 
using two ground screws. Despite this the glider was flipped on to its back by a severe gust. thought to be up to 70kls .. The 
glider was written off. 

139 Aslir 5040 Minor 28-Sep-03 
1642 

Wallisham 32 None 1500 

The very experienced pilot was seen ' la carry out a textbook circuit and approach' Unfortunately he had forgollen to do 
his pre-landing checks and landed with the wheel retracted. 

140 LS8 4450 Minor 28-Sep-03 
1745 

Aboyne 49 None 

The visiting pilot was seen to fly •an absolutely perfect approach, two thirds brake, the speed was nailed. • and the landing 
was "beautifully held an· .... but the wheel was up. 
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141 ASW 196 3716 Substantial 28-Sep-03 Aboyne 45 None 28 
1751 

This was the pilot's third llight on type. During the circuit he hil lifl and found himself high on the approach with a slight tailWind, 
which he did not notice. Despite lull airbrake he fell that he was not descending as quickly as in h1s previous glider 
types and, worried about overshooting. misjudged the roundout. collapsing the undercarriage. (conr on p64) 
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Accident/incident summaries (cont. from p63) 
PILOT(S) AIRCRAFT 

Rei Type 
142 ASW 27 

BGA No Damage 
4279 Minor 

DATE 
Time 
12-Sep-03 
1320 

Place Age Injury 
Near Dulflown - None 

P1 Hours 142 
680 

During a mountain soaring competition flight the experienced pilot had to make a field landing. He tailed to carry out his 
pre-landing checks and subsequently landed in the field with the wheel in the retracted position causing minor damage to the 
underside of the glider. 

143 K-8 2 192 Substantial 27-Aug-03 
1334 

Rivar Hill 70 Minor 

The pilot started the approach with ' plenty of height' but, afler using lull airbrake. realised he was s1nking due to the wind 
gradient. He appears to have only partially closed the alrbrakes rather than close them and the glider failed to cl~ar the 
boundary hedge. (See also report 131/03) 

t44 K-6e 1530 Substantial 28-Jul-03 Wortham 73 Minor 
1405 near Diss 

Alter a Silver distance llight lrom a nearby club the pilot requested an aerotow retrieve. During the tov: home the conditions 
were very thermic and he found it difficult to control, having very little aerotow experience. The rope broke and the pilOt was 
lost so attempted to land in a field. Afler changing his mind twice he hit trees and a hedge. 

145 Duo Discus - Minor -sep-03 
1300 

Incident Rpt - None 

The very h1gh winds picked up !he parked glider and rolled it backwards Into some trees causmg minor damage to !he tail. 
rudder, elevator and port wing. No details given of any picketing precautions taken. 

2003-2004 

001 Astir CS 4953 Minor 19-0ct-03 
1500 

Syerston 23 Minor 

Afler two check thghts the pilot was fully briefed for a first flight on type including a landing well into the field. During !he 
approach the pilot encounlered some wind shear, did not fully close the airbrakes. and appears lo have become too slow to 
achieve a normal roundout. The undercarriage collapsed and the glider slid to a halt on its belly. 

002 SHK-1 1623 Writeolf 05-0ct-03 
1530 

Bernbridge 66 Serious 

After a thorough pre-flight briefing !he pilot made his first flight on type. On the aerotow the canopy opened and so he held 

2 t 8 

132 

16 

it shut for the rest of me flight. Consequently, rather than lose the canopy, he elected not to use the airbrakes and landed fast. 
entered a pilot·induced oscillation and crashed heavily, writing off the glider. 

003 K-6cr Minor -Oct-03 
t 545 

Incident Rpt - None 

Alter its last flight of t11e day the glider was landed to one side of !he upwind end ollhe airfield. clear of the winch run. 
Following the next launch. the cable fell across the glider causing minor damage. While the launch was normal and !he 
retrieve prompt, the slight orossw1nd drilled the cable across the full widlh of the field. 

004 LAK· t2 4388 Minor 10-0ct-03 Kitson Field Minor 

While preparing for launch the safety release pin on the gliders canopy jettison mechanism was removed (standard procedure). 
Afler a brief interval the canopy fellisoned without the lever being touched, falling on to the pilot's head. 11 is probable thal a 
weak return spnng/mechanism enabled the ejeclton when the canopy rocked laterally. 

005 DG-500 4 134 Substantial 18-0ct-03 Parham 60 Minor 
1540 None 

Afler a short flight the glider, flown by two experienced pilots, returned to the airfield. On the approach, havmg selected 
landing flap, PI then apparently mistook the flap lever for !he airbrakes. As a result he overshot the airfield and had to fly 
R very low turn through 180 · and land downwind. ground-looping severely. 

006 Alliance 34 4531 Minor 12-0ct-03 Milf1eld 5 1 None 
49 None 

The visiting pilot was under training on a basic instructor course. As lhe area being operated from was a little tight for 
take-offs and land1ngs he chose to land short lo keep the take-off path clear. However. the area chosen was rough and one 
ridge forced !he tail down, cracking !he fuselage. The landing should have been made well into the field. 

824 
1586 

t336 
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007 Falke G-BKVG Minor 19-0ct-03 North Hill 52 None 267 
Motorglider 121 5 74 None 352 

During the lake-off run the motorglider hit a bump in the airfield and became airborne at low airspeed. The pilei carefully 
avoided a stall but the glider sank back on to the ground after about 15 metres in another patch of uneven ground. The 
engine note changed, indicating the propeller had struck the ground, and the take-off was aborted. 

008 Twin Acro 11 3015 Minor 12-0ct-03 Wattisham 44 None 1250 
1738 22 None 0 

The student was be1ng taught approach control, roundout and landing. After a good approach he made a reasonable attempt 
at rounding out but held off about one toot high. During the no! unusually firm landing a crack was heard. A very careful internal 
inspection found damage to the fuselage, which may have caused by a previous heavy landing. 

009 K-13 None - Nov-03 Incident Rpl 39 None 152 
1320 None 0 

During a trial lesson the instructor demonstrated ridge lift to his student but later became too low to safely return to the airfield. 
Realising this, he chose to land on a large common, oriefing his student. and carrying out a textbook field landing. \ . 
The glider was aerotmved out of the field V.Jhilc the pupil returned by car. ~ 

Lake Keepit Soaring Club 
Our friendly club atmosphere and all year round good 
gliding conditions, in Australia, will ensure memorable 

flying, whether first solo or cross country. 
Contact Jim Stanley Phone +61 267697S14 Fax +61 267697640 

E-mail ~~i9Jl.Qll~ 
Web info: '!NWW users.biggond.com/keeQitsoar ing 
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www.market.aero 
Buy and sell 

your sailplane online 

LASHAM Gliding Society 
Notice of Share Buy-Back 
In t hc l l)()(J's La:--ham ( ;Hding Snci(·t~· r~1i.'it: d fund ... 
thn.)uglt the :-.all' of ') :-.hilling share...;. Thi:-. form of 

fund rai: ... i.ng i:-. tw"- o>n...,idt.-rcd to hl· n..:dundant. 

In on .. k:r w .... i mp! it~· th e.:' .... 11 :t r~..: st ructure o f th(.;' 
Society the l<11lo\\·ing rc:-;u[LHion wa:-. pa~"cU at this 
p .. ::u'::,AGM: 

By n resoh•tiou of the General Mee/.iug 
of the Sod<-ty ou 12th April 2003, all 
ct.•rtified shares ill iS.'Hil1 ctrr ('tlllf.:efled 
and t/:.Jeir par t !a/u~ is rejit11dable 
from lb<• society. 

La., fum Gliding ~~u..: i c..:l)' will huy~back all :"<~Ul.'l t :-.lun.:s 
at thtir b ee \':tlw .. :. 

Pll'a:-.c note th:tt thc dl:'adlinc: !Or claims is ."3lst 
October 2005. 

For a Share llc.:.:dt:rnprion form plea!'>c: comat..:t tht: 
Sc":n:t:u-y. l.a~h:1n1 (;JicJing Soci<..:ry, Lt~ham ,\i rneld, 
l.asllam, ff:lmpshirc . Gl :i 1 555. TL"I : OIL)(, .iX i'!!IO 

ROYAL DEESIDE 
WAVE GLIDING SPECIAL 

at the 

Loch Kinord Hotel *** 
r;. I~S. 

1\57" 04.'i90' 
1\002" 
);l.owr 

Onlv I.) miles 

frumlli4...' 
DF.ESID!l 
GI.IDING 

CLUH 

7 NIGHTS BED and BRIIAKFASTfrom .£110pp 

()(((.:ring comfortable acCDilltl lO<.Iation, good food. 
:111d ;t fine :-.t:kTtion of Malt\'Vh i:-.k ' lO cnjoy bc;iJc 

c·oal firc.:s. ( Daily rate> av:1i lahl<.:) 

fURTHER GROUP DISCOU!'i'fS t'OR PARTIES 10+ 

Telephone 013398 85229 
www.lochkinprd.com 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 
INSURANCE? 

Contact: 
Tony Fidler 

Glider pilot for 35+ years 
40+ years insurance 

experience 
Telephone/tax/write to: 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 
Spalding, Lines PE12 908 

Tel: 01406 362462 
Fax: 01406 362124 

Sailplane & Gliding 

www.market.aero


Classifieds 
Please send the text of your advert, and your 
payment, to Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not 
to the editor). 

Please remember that. if you are emailing text. 
your advert may not appear unless we have 
received payment by the deadline 

The deadline for classifieds to be included 
in the June-July issue of S&G is May 5 after 
which any adverts received will be published 
in the following issue. 

Text: SOp/word, minimum twenty words (£16). 
Black and white photographs: £6 extra 
Box number: £3 extra. All prices include VAT. 

FOR SALE 

SMOKIN VID 2004. All new awesome gliding DVD. 
Order your copy today. Only £10 + p&p. Visit 
www.smokinvid.co.uk 

K7 glider hangered Tibenham £1 ,500 ono. Tele. 
Malcolm Wood 0771 0 762588 

LSBa 15m 2 1/4 shares or outright sale kent based. 
Very good gel, Seeker radio, Bohli camp'. L-nav 5.8. 
Blue tinted canopy, lift top trailer with many acces­
sories. £8500/sllare contact peter w. 07939816679/ 
07764683068 for full details. 

15M TRAILER Aluminium AMF, insulated, 
rewired, axles and brakes serviced, new 
jockey wheel. Would fit most 15-18m glass 
gliders. £1400 Tel : 01494 865647 Email: 
peter @ hurd218.freeserve.co.uk 

STANDARD JANTAR. 38:1 glide. Good condition, 
New Clever Box Vario, Radio, Dolly, Fair Trailer. £7500 
Tel: Plymouth 01752 227779 

DART 17R. CofG hook, XK10 & averager, T&S, radio. 
parachute, oxygen, barograph, tow out gear, rigging 
aids, trailer. £4900 Tel: 01865 735833 

FOR SALE 
Probably the best example of a Ka7 in the country! 

Very low time machine in immaculate condition with new 
C of A. Also, purpose built all metal trailer, with twin axles. 

Would suit ka 7/13/21. £4,750 ono. 

Phone Simon Waters 01304 37 5825, day 
or 01304 365189 eve. 

SF 25C Rotax-Falke 
1HE IDEAL MOTORGUDER 
FOR TRAINING, SOARING, 
CRUISING AND AEROTOW 

SCHEIBE-FLUGZEUGBAU 
GMBH 

D-tlo221 ll:tcktu. ,\ugust - l ' f':tlit.-~Lr. 2:1 
Td: OO· t~ tl l .;\ t -720N.~ or -720~1 • 1-':t~: 7_:\(>9~'; 

UK Contact: Peter Serge Fink 
Tel: 01293 885141 • Fax: 01293 813214 

April - May 2004 

S ky1Nings 
is the official monthly magazine of the 

Brrtish Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association. 
£27 per annum subscriptions lrom 

BHPA, The Old Schoolroom, Loughborough Road. 
Leicester. England LE4 5PJ. Tel: 011 6 2611322 

http://test.ebrd.com/skywingslhome.html 

ASW19B Excellent condition. Aluminium trailer, Flight 
Director, Electric Vario, Radio. Winter Barograph, 
Parachute, T/0 Gear. £13 500 Based Kent. Tel : 01892 
722460 (Mike) 

DISCUS BWL Complete outfit, mint condition, 600 
hours, 200 starts. Excellent metal trailer. 01984 
623227 

NIMBUS 28 Excellent condition, low hours, Komet 
trailer, full panel and logger, GPS, etc. Tow out kit, 1 
man rig, good gel, fully sealed. £1650 Tel: Dave Peters 
01226 295596 work 0797 3718809 mobile. 

BERGFALKE 4 in pristine condition. Completely over­
hauled and recovered in 2000. New trailer, easy 2 per­
son rig . £7000 offers. Tel: 01 302 850913 

PlC 20b 15M flapped glider 42:1 at 63kt. 12 months 
ColA. Tinted canopy. Normal mechanical instruments 
plus Tasman Electronic Vario/Averager. Air Pot para­
chute d.o.m. 1999. Factory built fibreglass trailer. 3 new 
tyres June 2003. Currently based Talgarth could be 
demonstrated elsewhere if you are really interested. 
Offers around £8000 Tel: 0117 91091 11 (day) 01934 
838096 (H) 07774 6281 10 (M) gordon.dennis@koala­
pub.co.uk 

SKYLARK3b. Exceptional condition throughout. Must 
be seen. Aluminium trailer. GO Parachute, Garmin 
GPS, Rigging & Tow out aids. View Welland G.C. 
£3500. Call John Parsons 01832 270055 or email 
dave.chisholm @ btinternet. cam 

LS3a 1978, 607 launches 2145H. One owner from 
new. outstanding condition - no accidents. Based 
Switzerland. Full panel, horizon, lis, oxygen, ELT, 
parachute. Excellent aluminium trailer. £12,500 
o.n.o. Enquiries to Simon Waddell: +41 79 775 1557, 
si m on @ leswaddells.ch. 

Omarama, New Zealand. Return container space 
for 15m glider available for 2004/05 season. Cost 
about £2,000 for 3 months of great flying. Shared 
use of LS6 also available. Contact john.gorringe 
@blueyonder.co.uk 020 8274 0250 

ROLA-TRAC. Excellent firm trailer base. No more 
sinking in mud. Click panels together, lay straight onto 
grass. Cost £750. Accept £500 ono. Richard 
07710368338 (Surrey) 

Gliding Magazine 
For the latest news, articles by 

leading writers, reviews and photos 
see <www.glidingmagazine.com> 

-?-~ 

/~~ 
Cotswold Gliders 

http://wwv;.cotswoldgliders.co.uk 

--·---TOWBARS TO TRUST 
e EC Type Approv(.od bars u:~e a ll cor monvkxrurors fining point!. 
e Fitting doe~ not a ffect the vohid c won only 
• lifeJime guorantoe und ' the W ittor Shicrld of SoJuty 

S<."C Yellow Poges for-ycl.l'r neare!iol lpeio OJt fittur or stoeki.sl. 
WlnER TOWBARS, CHESTER CHS 2NY 

Tol 012.44 28.::1500 • Web· www ,,.ftter b--AXln CO iJk 

ASTIR 15m single seater, nice condition, 1/6 share 
based at Southdown, trailer, parachute etc. Low 
running costs. £1450 Tel : 01293 884393 kjgould­
stone @aol.com 

K6cr adapted for paraplegic flyers, optional hand oper­
ated rudder control (fully approved, with doe's). Really 
nice example of type. £3250 Tel : 01327 830897 

DGJOO ELAN in Komet trailer, parachute, oxygen, 
barograph, tow out geat. £20 000 Tel: 01905 381261 

SPORT VEGA. Complete outfit including aluminiun 
trailer. T/0 gear, radio, electric vario and parachute. 
Syndicate disbanding Rattlesden based. £5500 ono. 
Tel. Martin 01284 766621. 

SZD Cobra (1973). Complete with nearly-new trai tor. 
£12,000 ONO. Ring John 07711 047832. 

DG100 GRP Trailer. Rigging aids and tow out gear. 
Filser LX4000 GPS/flight director and parachute. 
Based at Usk. £10 000 Tel: 01886 880236 

NIMBUS 3 120,000 kms, ( 3 x round t11e world without 
an engine) £35 000. Buy now before prices go up from 
D.B. James. Tel : 01492 585130 

COMPAQ AERO with all cables and software £35.00. 
Demand Mask with mic - New. Original cost £430 
£75.00. RAF 'H' Mask with mic used but ·s· £35.00. 
RAF 'P' demand mask with mic used but 'S' £35.00. 
Green Demand LP hose with fittings - new £15.00. 
Dynamic mics to fit in masks with lead £9.00. Dickie 
Feakes 01869 245948 or 07710 221131 
dickie @ fsd. uk. net 

SLINGSBY SKYLARK 11 complete outfit. Airframe 
good condition, trailer needs repair/replacement. Seen 
near Dunstable. Offers. Phone Graham 07905018998 

OPEN CIRRUS 18.8M. Very good condition, oxygen, 
parachute, G PS and logger. Full rigging aids and good 
trailer. £8500 Contact Martin McCurdie 
office @longmynd.com 078660 25252 (M) 01694 
722420 (eves) 

ASW22BLE AE50R 1999 motor glider. Excellent performer 
and condition. 4 water ballast tanks. 3 fuel tanks. t1nted 
canopy. side vent windo.bug wtpers,Oxygen,Zander SA940 
computer, GP940 logger incll1iing compass option and 
remote control column mounted controller. Cambridge log­
ger and display.Sage competition vario. Dittel radio, solar 
panels for ground and trailer.2 winglet sets (24.8m and 
26.3m as per latest ASH25), Jaxida covers. Cobra FRP trail­
er yr 2000, with tow damper. elecfnc one man rig. tow out 
gear July 1999 tor Bayreuth WGC (4th). reprofiled and paint­
ed polyurethane wings and tail and fuse top, 760 hrs and 24 
hrs engine. Contact John Buchanan Australia +61 7 5442 
7509 or jbukes@holmail.com<mailto:fbukes@holmail.com> 

BGA M3 FACILITY 

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 

PFA RATING 

HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN 
Carbon, kevlar and glassfibre, wood and metal. Alloy airframe repairs a speciality. 

All types of repair work undertaken, from minor trailer rash to large insurance claim. 
Kestrei/Libelle rudder and aileron drive rebuilds, also NOT testing of rudder drive. 

Engine overhaul. Engine approval. Machining facilities for wing pins, axles, etc. Tig welding. 
If you require any of the above services, please contact us on any of the following 

Tel: Workshop 01993 779380 Fax 01993 779380 
Email: office@cotswoldgliders.co.uk 

Mobile No. 07944 885117 
or The Old Dairy, High Cogges Farm, High Cogges, Witney, Oxon. OX29 6UN 
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VEGA 15117 1 Owner from new. 765 hrs. basic instru­
ments. Garmin 100, parachute, tow-out gear. Metal 
trailer with new chassis. ColA to September 2004. 
Bargain £8200 Tel: 07770658438 

K21 - Completely Refinished in 2-pack. Refurbished 
cockpits, Basic Instruments, 1 year C of A. £31,500 + 
VAT ono. Contact Paul Crabb - 01858 575665 or 
paul@ crabb.biz 

ASW20 CL - Completely Refinished in 2001 , Lift top 
trailer, Oxygen, Basic Instruments, 1 year C of A, 
£19,750ono, Contact Paul Crabb- 01858 575665 or 
paul @crabb.biz 

WANTED 

Wanted Single Seat Turbo. Tel: 020 8398 8473 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

Seasonal Instructor required to assist Staff Instructor 
until end of October. Prefer minimum Asst. Cat. rating. 
Accommodation available. Send your details, marked 
'FAO The CFI' to: Deeside Gliding Club' Aboyne Airlield, 
Dinnet, Aberdeenshire AB34 5LB 

Wanted MGIR CAA Required, preferably retired lull/ 
par t time. Oxford area. Ring 01608677208 

!:J ~~n 
See You Mobile 

::::s The latest in-flight program to 

~ run in your IPAQ - as seen at 

the BGA Convention 

Q) Download your copy from 

Q) www.seeyou. ws 

Cl) Activation Fee £149.00 

See You v2.6 
Probably the best Task Planning and 

Analysis software yet - Try it today 

Activation Fee - Still only £88 

Barograph and IGC Logger BGA Approved 
Calibration - All Types £15 + £6 return post 
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Dickie Feakes 
Bicester Aviation Services 

01869 245948 or 07710 221131 
dickie@fsd.uk.net 

GLIDER 
INSTRUMENTS 

(M. G. Hutchinson) 

PZL, Winter and Smiths Instruments 
repaired and overhauled. 

Contact us with your requirements. 

Write or phone: 

'Tanfield ' 

Shobdon 

Nr. Leominster 

Herefordshi re HR6 9LX 
Tel : 01568 708 368 

Shenington Gliding Club oHers Individual Tuition 
with Bruno Brown. Specialising in: 

CONFIDENCE BUILDING COURSES 
INSTRUCTOR WORK UP TRAINING 

GROUND STUDIES IN ALL GLIDING ASPECTS 

All courses wil l be tailored to your own requirements 
but will include: 

./ STALL APPRECIATION AND SPIN AWARENESS 

./ LAUNCH FAILURE RECOVERY TRAINING 

./ UNDERSTANDING THE DANGERS OF LOW FLYING 

nSAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE" IS GOOD 

SAFETY THROUGH 
UNDERSTANDING IS BETTER 

Talk to Bruno on 

01295 258700 
www.glidetrain.com 

e-mail: brunobrown@tesco.net 

THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 

p~ 

For almost 70 years our members 
hove been enjoying one of the best 

Ridge Soaring Sites in S<otlond 

Why not join us and see for 
yourself 

S<otlond's Premier Training Site 
Training Courses for 2004 

Clubhouse accommodation, caravan and camping space 

Call us on 01592 840543 
The Scottish Gliding Centre 

Portmoak Airfield, Scotlandwell KY13 9JJ 
Web http://www.scattishglidingcentre.co.uk 

email: office@scottishglidingcentre.co.uk 
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TaskNav 

The Platypus Papers 

The Soaring Centre 
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Servicing, maintenance, C's of A, repai111 
and rebuilds on composites, wood & metal, 

mall. mike@sky4aviation .co.uk 
Webslte· www.sky4aviation .co.uk 

Tel: 01 97 680360 
Mobile: 07810 517916 

BranscombeAirfield. Bra.'lSQlmbe, De'lllll EX12 3BL 
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lrvin-GQ 
Parachutes 
RD Aviation is proud to 
announce its renewed 
distributor contract for 
lrvin-GQ safety 
parachutes. lrvin-GQ was 
formed in 2001 from the 
merger of lrvin Aerospace 
Ltd and GO Parachutes 
Ltd. For more than 65 
years, these two 
companies have been at 
the forefront of parachute 
design and technology. 
With many thousands of 
safety parachutes sold 

world-wide, lrvin-GQ deserves its reputation for 
innovation, quality and reliability. 

The Shadow and Silhouette safety parachutes are 
manufactured on the same production line and to 
the same stringent standards as their highly regarded 
safety and recovery systems (in use with the Military), 
giving that assurance of quality and reliability essential 
with the purchase of safety equipment. 

ATRSOO 
The younger brother to the popular ATR600 . the 500 offers the 
same excellent manufacture quality and reliability as the 600 
version, but at a more affordable prrce. Features include a 9 
channel memory (easily accessed via the top dial), a dual frequency 
display- 8llowing you to have one frequency on stand by and 
one active. Squelch and volume are handled via the lower dial, 
and when used in powered a1rcraft the 500 has a VOX intercom. 

Tne ATR500 is a simple installation requiring a 57mm cut-out 
and 10.5 to 14v power input. With low power drain (150ma on 
stand by and 1.8A during transmission) and at a competitive price, 
the. 500 makes an ideal installation in gliders and homebuilt aircraft. 
Measures 178mm (without connector). 

CAMBRIDGE 
The Cambridge 300 series is once. again 
in stock at RD Aviation. Based on over 
20 years of experience designing and 
building state-of-the-art instruments for 
soaring, advanced technology, including 
a 32 bit microprocessor and fiash memory, 
makes the system versatile and easily 
upgradeable by the pilot. No more 
returning the unit to the factory or service 
dealer for firmware upgrades. 

MODEL 302 - Altimeter, Vario. Averager. 
Audio , Accelerometer and Secure GPS 
Flight Recording including engine detection 

The 302 contains the 
specialised sensors 
needed for a modern 
soaring instrument, and 
displays all the 
information needed for 
efficient climb and cruise 
on a single 57mm panel instrument, ideal 
where panel space is limited . 

Cl 0 £1 ,595.00 New Price 
AT 500 £769.00 New price - save £30.00 - save £200.00 

The Shadow is a back-type parachute without seat .--~~ MODEL 303 - Basle 
Navigation and Final _ _:::===· cushion, for use in cockpits with 

limited headroom. Made from 
heavy-duty fabric. with a 
packed size 52 x 32 x 7cm thick 
it weighs just 6.8kgs. The 4.8m 
aeroconical canopy is designed 
for use in emergency escape 
assemblies and gives a 
smooth controll'ed Inflation 
at high speeds. The canopy 
is rated for use at all-up 
weights of 1r15kg, speeds 
up to 150 knots and 
altitudes up to 
12000ft ASL. An 
inflatable lumbar ~~~-s-. ...... '-,J 
pad is provided for extra 
comfort. Canrying bag provided. 

GQ/S £950.00 
The Silhouette has the same specifications as the 
Shadow, but with an integral seat cushion and cross­
over harness. Dimensions : 127 x 38 x 6cm thick. 

GQ/SIL £950.00 

FREE catalogue 
Winter 2003/04 
Contact us for your 
FREE copy 

Order Vlllue Ch11tga 
Below £25 1:2 99 
£25-£100 £39\1 
Over £100 £4 99 

Order Vlllue Charge 
ac 

A Fine Week of Soaring 
An exciting insiders view of the Miffiin, Pennsylvania regional 
contest from the back seat of a Duo Discus high performance 
glider, with 15-time US national champion Karl Striedieck at 
the controls. Flying at high speed at treetop level over the 
Appalachian ridges or climbing under majestic snow showers, 
we get a sense of how a champion plies his craft. The supporting 
cast includes competition director Charlie Spratt, two-time 
world champion George Moffat, still a formidable competitor 
at 75. and the contest pilots and organizers. 

69 minutes. video. Available on DVD or VHS (PAL) 

The best film I have ever seen on contest flying. The photography is 
super and the story line perfect. 
CHARLIE SPRATI, Competit ion Director 

Juan Mandelbaum s new film. A FINE WEEK OF SOARING, is a must­
see for anyone interested in sailplanes, especially contest flying. Filmed 
at the Mill/in Regionals, it is marked by stunning photography much 
of it featuring the famed Pennsylvania ridges, up close and personal. 
In the 70 minute film. producer/diroctor Juan. an accomplished soaring 
pilot as well as a professio nai movie maker, flie s with Kari Striec!ieck 
in his Duo Discus on each contest clay, and we get to listen to The 
Masters laconic end often amusing commentary on why he does what. 
Seveml other pilots are featured, showing varied viewpoints on each 
days flight. with experience vatying from a World Champion down to 
a relative newcomer. An in teresting and helpful ac!c!ec! fe ature is the 
use of See You animation to show the tracks of some of the gliders . 
This film is a high ly professional job and a delight to watch. 

GEORGE MOFFJ1T, 1970 and 1974 World Champion 

VlD/AFWOS £29.95 DVD/AFWOS £29.95 

Looking for a career in aviation? 
Airplan Flight Equipment are looking for further full and part-lime staff in 
our Manchester and Oxford Airport pilot shops. You should be enlhus\astic 
about flyi ng, understand the needs of our customers and be able to leam 

Glide Display 
The 303 display works 
in conjunction with the 
302. Using 302 sensors 
and computing powe r, 
the 303-Nav combines 
GPS based navigation. wind 
measurement and final-glide calculation 
in a single, intuitive set of screens. 

C/303 £265.00 New Price 
-save £34.00 

CAA 1:500,000 charts 
Southern England 
The new edition of the Southem 1:500,000 
is due out on April 22nd this year. In order 
to guarantee your position in the start grid 
at this years competitions why not order 
one from us by telephone or on line at 
sales@afeonline.com and forego that last 
minute panicl 

SOUTHED30 £13.99 
about our wide range of products and services. Your daily workload will Northern England 
be interestrr19 ani varied - multi-tasking skills are essential' We offer fiexib!e The CAA s Northern England 1 :500,000 
working artar1gements, a friendly team ~llmospr£re in a go-ahead company chart is due for release 20th May. If you 
and competrtive rates of pay. would like to back-order one please contact 
Send your CV For the attention of us by telephone or online at 
Jeremy M Pratt. Managing Dwector, sales@afeonline.com. 

lo; afe@afeanllne.com ORTHE027 £13.99 

mailto:sales@afeonline.com
http:1,595.00



