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Your letters

> So what’s new?

THE World Gliding Championships were
being held at South Cerney in 1965 and,
as a tug pilot “qualified to launch in the
championships” | was one of the dramatis
personae in the great event.

As it happened, my friend Alan East had
found himself as a QFI on the two-seater
Folland Gnat, flying from the nearby airfield
at Fairford, so we had got in touch, and
arranged for a crossover flight: Alan to come
to South Cerney and fly in the left-hand seat
of aT-21, in return for which 1 would find
myself airborne in the back seat of a Gnat.
Well, the Air Force was rather different in
those days, and it seemed like a good deal
to me.

So Alan came over to South Cerney and
we were duly aerotowed to about 3,000ft,
after which Alan flew the Barge down to an
uncventful landing. A couple of days later
| presented myscelf at RAF Fairford, Gnat
Squadron, was duly briefed, kitted out and
we walked out to the tiny aircraft.

The take-off, ¢limb, presentation of aircraft
position on Decca scroll carefully and
proudly explained, we launched into a
scquence of aerobatics - well, you would,
wouldn’t you? — and then whizzed back
to the circuit, where Alan did a couple of
rollers and then asked if | would like to
have a go. Of course | did: one roller and
the final landing,

As we were walking in, Alan said: “Those
were reasonable landings. Mast people have
trouble landing it from the back seat, so how
did you manage?”

After a short, but deliberate, pause, 1 said:
“Well, anyone who has ever flown a Kranich
would have no trouble with a Gnat!”

Do you know, he was quite put out
- miffed, even — when [ told him that the
Kranich was an old wooden glider!

Richard Gregory, DISS, Norfolk

In a Plat spin?

IN the Tail Feathers of the December 2003-
January 2004 issue (p16) Platypus wonders
why we continue with spin training and
appears lo believe that all gliders need to
be forced into such a situation.

There is a variety of gliders that will spin
if mishandled, especially when attempting
to soar in rough thermals. |, for one, have
inadvertently spun an Astir CS77 many
moons ago in such a situation and wonder
what would have happened to me if:

a. | had been scratching away from very
low and,

b. | had not had any spin recognition/
recovery training.

The mishandling most likely to cause a
spin in types prone is, typically, increasing
rudder towards a lowered wing and,
incorrectly, applying up clevator to counter
the very powerful visual clue of the nose
going down. This is actually yaw in a
banked attitude but is interpreted as pitch,

Simultancously the aircraft is likely to roll
towards the rudder input {further effect of
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rudder) and the basic trained response to
this is to correct with out-turn aileron.

If the extraneous rudder input is excessive,
or further increased, the stick will eventually
end up in the opposile corer to the rudder.
If the type is prone to spinning it will do so
at or just before this stage.

Many types of common trainers are either
impossible to spin, without aerodynamic or
ballast add-ons, or will only spin from what
musl be described as acrobatic entries which
no-one, unless they are suffering some kind
of seizure, is likely to perform inadvertently.

Some single-seaters, which appear to be
a clone of the front cockpit of these
two-scaters, will spin like a top when
mishandled as above, that is, the picture
looks correct right up to the moment of
departure from controlled flight except for
the yaw indications (string/ball). But our
carly solo pilots could be forgiven for
believing that it is extremely difficult to spin
where they have not had access to a trainer
that can reproduce this type of bchaviour
realistically. Unfortunately | believe that Plat
has, no doubt unintentionally, potentially
added 1o this belief.

Unlike the power flying fraternity, which
gave up this type of training somce years ago,
glider pilots spend a lot of their time flying
close to the stall. Stalling with yaw present
will result in a spin if the type is prone.

On a lighter note, in his section on Return
to Kitty Hawk, the usually linguistically
perfect P’lat seems to believe that landable
and laudable are the same thing when
considering the suitability of landing places.
Roy Ferguson-Dalling, via email
Bob Pettifer, BGA Instructors” Committee chairman,
replies: I ageee with Roy's comment about spinning
and think it is essential that glider pilots recognise the
symptoms of the inadvertont spin entry. | also think it is
a shame that the modern two-sealers are reluctant to
spun, causing complacency on the part of the pilot
when single-seaters spin readily. Training in good flying
practices will help to avoid inadvertent spins but the
human brain seems unable to process the important
elements when spinning occurs — being the least of its
perceived problems at the time.

About that far-from-laudable typo... please blame
the loss-than-linguistically-perfect editor rather than
a never-less-than-pertect Platypus - Ed

Let's be positive
| FEEL | must join in the discussion regarding
lost gliding members, as a pilot, instructor,
and keen club member, who has only been
around flying for the last decade. Why are
we giving so much time and effort to those
less than committed members?

When | first started flying, which was at
a small club, my flying day also was filled
with three winch launches giving around
15 minutes’ flying, and over a period of
time, training under different conditions
I eventually soloed. The rest of the day was
spent supporting other members or working
or some other project. As an instructor, now
at a large club, my time is just as valuable as
anyone elsc’s, but | turn up to support the

club regardless of the weather. Even today
these people are around eroding club
morale, with the small core of dedicated
members there at the end of the day
struggling to put away the last of the club
machincs.

Gliding clubs are not just flying centres,
they are a way of life, where community
spirit was deemed to be important, with
everybody helping out in all manners of
ways to keep costs down and flying at a
maximum. Some clubs are more efficient
at this than othcers. This is another subject,
and onc we all necd to work at, but for me
it has never been time-cfficient anyway.

If | were to join a sailing club and said to
them that the sport is fine but 1 really don't
like getting wet, or joined a tennis club and
asked them to pick the balls up for me, what
would they say? | know what | would say...

So why do we want new club members
who only want to participate at convenient
times because they would rather be shop-
ping than holding a wing? There are other
sports out there, so help yourself, and let’s
continue building our sport that’s worthy
of its membership.

M. Hughes, DAVENTRY, Northamptonshire

30-day tickets
WE often hear of gliders not being able to
fly because a 30-day ticket has expired and
the 12-month ticket has not arrived. It has
happened to me and to my club. Sometimes
this is because the inspector has delayed
sending the paperwork, but in many cases
it is caused by delays in processing. Why do
we have the present cumbersome system?

if | take my car in for its annual test,
the garage issues the certificate there and
then, and | do not have to rely on another
document coming from the MOT. If even
government can have a simple system, why
can’t we? Under our present arrangement
the glider can still fly immgdiately, and for
up to 30 days, even if there proves o be a
problem with the paperwork during that
period, not that | have personally ever heard
of that happening. My suggestion for the
Technical Commitice to consider, therefore,
is for the inspector to issuc the 12-month
C of A ticket, and send the paperwork for
processing. If there is a problem, then the
C of A can be suspended just as quickly as
it can now. There is no danger, however,
of the glider not being able to fly because
something was in the post. It would also
save the cost of printing 30-day tickets,
surely a major boost to BGA finances.
Dave Salmon, via email
Jim Hammerton, BGA Chief Technical Officer, replies:
The 30-day ncket system offered by the BGA is the
exception rather than the wule. In all other forms of
aviation the aircraft is not allowed to fly until the C of A
has been renewed by the relevant authority. In at foast
nine out of 10 cases of the renewal being delayed is
because the paperwork is withheld by the inspector,
usually untit a batciy has huilt up, .nd then sent to
the BGA. It is not unusual to recerve the renewal
papenvork throe woeks after the work 1s complete ¥)
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& Development news

Cutting the cost of k _._...2ss rates

the December 2003-January S&G (p13)

contained details of the new tax and
business rates benefits available to clubs
which register as Community Amateur Sports
Clubs (CASCs).

The major breakthrough, for which the
BGA and other sporting organisations had
been lobbying parliament for some time,
was the Government's decision o grant
80 per cent mandatory rate relief to CASCs,
giving them the same hencfit as registered
charities.

Business rates payable at gliding sites
have long been a contentious subject as well
as a substantial cost item for many clubs.
But now that there is no need to pay more
than 20 per cent rates, few clubs are taking
advantage of the opportunity to cut costs.
Response, to date, has been extremely
disappointing.

Gliding clubs have been slow to register
as CASCs and many continue to incur
unnecessarily high costs as a result. The
Inland Revenue’s olfice at Edinburgh which
is dealing with CASC registrations reports
that 940 CASCs had registered at March 31,
2004, and of those, only three (Booker,
Cotswold and York) were gliding clubs.

However, we understand that some clubs
have experienced difficulties with the
registration process and have had their
applications rejected because their club
constitutions fail to meet some specified
requirements.

For CASC purposces, the inland Revenue
requires a gliding club’s constitution to
provide for the following:

THE DEVELOPMENT News column in

(i) The Club must be of a non-profit-making
nature. Any surplus income or gains need to
be re-invested in the Club for the benefit

of the membership and there must be no
distribution of assets or profits.

(ii) A dissolution clause must be included

to determine that, in the event of the Club
being wound up, any remaining assets are
distributed back into the sport. In practice,
this means that any surplus assets must be
transferred either to another CASC or to a
registered charity or to the Sport’s Governing
Body.

(iii) Amendments: procedures must be laid
down for changing club rules by approval of
a substantial majority (say, 75 per cent) of
the membership.

(iv) Membership must be open to the whole
community without fear or favour and this
must be clear from the club rules and pro-
motional literature.

(v) A stated purpose of the club must be to
promote the sport itself.

in order to assist clubs in meeting the
Inland Revenue’s criteria, the Central
Council for Physical Recreation (CCPR) has
produced a model constitution and a scrics
of model clauses.

These can be used either completely to
replace a club’s existing constitution or the
model clauses can be inserted to replace
clauses in an existing constitution, thus
cnabling the Inland Revenuc’s standards to
be met without having to replace the whole
document.

Constitutional changes take time. They
cannot be implemented without their
adoption by the cluby’s membership and that
usually means sccking approval at an AGM.
Nevertheless, the Inland Revenue has

confirmed that when a club has adopted the
Model Constitution or when the Mode!
Clauses annear in a club’s constitution, then
it will b plable for registration as a
CASC (prov' ' " ol course, that it meets the
other registiauun criteria). More details
about eligibility and registration can be
found on the Infand Revenue’s website at
www.inlandrevenue.gov.uk/casc.

The model constitution and model clauses
are at www.ccpr.org.uk — the CCPR
wehsite — or they can be obtained as hard
copies direct from:

CCPR,

Francis House,
Francis Street,
London,
SWI1P 1DE.

Generally, both Sport England and its
predecessors have insisted upon compliance
with similar criteria before awarding capital
grants. Thus, applications from clubs which
have been in receipt of Sports Council grants
or Community Projects Capital funding from
Sport England are unlikely to be rejected.

The message is that gliding clubs don’t have
to pay Business Rates any more (not more
than 20 per cent, anyway). So why are
clubs not taking advantage of one of the
best offers they have had for years?

Contact your BGA Development Officer if
you need further help or advice in applying
for CASC registration. The patential cost
savings are too important to risk losing them
for the sake of filling in a form.

Roger Coote J ¥)
BGA Development Officer .

The Motor Glider Club
offer:
NPPL Courses
RT Course & Testing Centre

Rates Dital Hire
Motor Glider  £55ph £45ph
C150/2 from £70ph

NPPL Courses {rom £750

HINTON IN THE HEDGES AIFIELD
Tek 01295 812775
111 Association with
e
PioT
FLiouT
TRANNG
Tel. 01865 370814

TaskNAV v2.5

The latest (and probably still the best)
flight planning and analysis software
available in the UK.

¢ Download at www.lasknav.com
Upgrades £39
Full product £45

= On CD inc post and pack
Full product £55

« See TaskNAYV at the British
Overseas Nationals, TaskNAV is
World Championships & World
Airgames proven.

Contact: D J Robertson

20 Duffield Lane - Stoke Poges

Bucks SL2 4AB. Tel: 01753 643534
Emaii: RobertsonDJ@Compuserve.com

SF 25C Rotax-Falke

THE IDEAL MOTORGLIDER
FOR TRAINING, SOARING,
CRUISING AND AEROTOW

SCHEIBE-FLUGZEUGBAU
GMBH

[)-85221 Dachau, August-Pluliz-Str. 23
Tek: 0019 8131-72083 or -72084 o Fax: -730985
UK Contact: Peter Serge Fink
Tel: 01293 885147 « Fax: 01293 873214
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LOOPY PILOTS

Aeros before solo

Experienced paraglider pilot
and sailplane ab initio Fiona
Dalzell just can’t see the point
in flying straight and level...

95, and | have my fate and that of another
human in my hand. | pull her up; check
my aircraft on the horizon at a perfect 100,
then divert my flight towards the stars. For a
moment my world is completely blue, | am
covered in sky, and if we continued this way
for many nights, we would meet the moon.

But it is the morning, so | let my head fall
back, and watch for the horizon promised
me, not just by the instructor, but by the
beautiful design of my aircraft. Sailplanes
are female, | am sure. | see the earth above
me returning in a horizon of green. We do
a perfect circle, exiting to steady level flight.
My soul is stolen. | have just made my
aircraft do my first loop.

| am on an aerobatics course at Saltby,
with a real BGA aerobatics instructor,

John Gilbert, and whatever it cost, for that
moment alone, it's worth it. And so far

I have been in the air just 10 minutes. This
Gilbert chap is a fast worker.

The idea of this had been fluttering around
in my mind cver since | had my first trial
flight at the Long Mynd.

Knowing what I do now about the limits
applied to trial lesson flights, | realise how
lucky | was to have the instructor [ did.

[ wish 1 could name him, but feel it would
be prudent to keep his identity secret.

Prior to the flight | briefed him as to my
wishes. These were to have more than
normal or less than normal G, as often as
possible. Being a gentleman, he obliged
with enthusiasm. My trial flight therefore,
included loops, rolls, chandelies, and
finished with a great approach to the
airfield. As an introduction to sailplaning,

I could think of nothing better, nothing
more enticing.

This was just before | went home 10 New
Zealand for a few months. On my return,
Foot-and-Mouth Disease grounded free flight
for what felt like forever. More travels abroad
and when 1 eventually returned to the UK
for a spell, t had a new job in Derbyshire,
and so finally enrolled at the very beautiful
Derbyshire & Lancashire GC at Camphill
in the Peak District. | soon rcalised the
instructors there harboured quite unrealistic
expectations. These would have to be
changed if | was to progress. Whilst | wanted
to loop, they seemed to think it perfectly
reasonable to insist | should be able to fly
straight and level before contemplating
any other position.

This straight and level business in itself

I AM IN a 45° diving line, the needle licks
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was quite a challenge, but a challenge | like
to think | have occasionally risen to meet,
After a few flights of a less wallowy nature
than normal | decided to start executing

my plans. Having lost my first logbook, my
new loghook was featurcless, no real clue
as to how much | had done. Perfect for

my new plan.

In the front cover there was a list of tasks.
Tasks | was expected to perform in the
course of my training. Whatever a high-
speed stall was, it sounded fun, as did the
idea of spinning. | decided to start asking
about these activities, as they sounded very
much in the right direction. If one must do
these things, what was wrong with now?

I tried my new plan on my first victim. He
asked me what | wanted to do in this flight,
and | said: “High speed stalls and spins.”

So we had a briefing. | never mentioned
the number of my previous flights, still in
single figures. He never got a chance to ask,
as | artfully diverted all conversation well
away from that area. Off we went, and | had
a go at this stall business.

it was great fun. | loved finding myself
pointing at the ground with the ncedle
hitting 90; | loved the sensation of falling
that was my version of the stall. Though [ did
not feel it was a pure textbook execution,

t did think everything was fine for a first

‘They started bribing me, which
| felt to be dubious behaviour.
It is, in my opinion, immoral to
use flying manoeuvres as
metaphorical carrots’

effort. However, there was some distracting
shouting from the back seat. Generally,

I have found shouting and screaming to be
signs things are not going well. Silence

or, better still, munching tuncheon noises
are the best audible markers of a happy
instructor. Not screams.

“That was just terrible!” my instructor
cried. | was most disappointed, and a little
hurt. How could something that felt so
wonderful possibly be so awful? But he was
the instructor, he knew best, so | just had to
do better. [ tried to improve, not quite all the
way down to the ground, but to a safc level.

Once back on the airfield he suspiciously
reviewed my loghook.

“Exactly how many flights have you had?”

I told him. He looked at me sternty for
a while.

"We don’t usually do this till near solo...”

My heart stopped; | waited. | watched him
with what | hoped was a neutral expression,
the expression of a sensible mature pilot,

a pilot who wanted to improve in complete
safety, the expression of someone who

would never damage a club aircraft.

“Get in; we'll do it again, but this time...”

This wonderful man of vision became the
thin end of my wedge, the wedge | had just
got it in the very door | so wanted to open.
Now, it was in my logbook that a senior
instructor had taken me up for such things,
so it was then no problem carrying on with
my plans after that. | started having even
more fun, at an appropriate height of course.
But you never really get ahead of those
Camphill instructors. With in a couple of
weeks they were all back in control. They
started bribing me, which | felt to be most
dubious behaviour. It is, in my opinion,
immoral to usc flying manoeuvres as
metaphorical carrots.

“No spins unless you can do perfectly
coordinated banked turns.”

So this is how | eventually started to learn
to use stick and rudder together.

“Climb up to over 2,000ft and then we
will do a loop.”

So this is how | learnt to thermal.

Is that a proper way 1o teach?

Then my CFE mentioned, in conversation,
real courses for real aerobats. | hoped
I might be able to go to one, so started
investigating his suggestion of Lasham, but
it looked unlikely. Courses were booked up
months in advance, and | got the impression
you had to have soloed to participate. It
looked very large, almost military. I was not
sure | would fit in. But not being easily put
off, | kept investigating. Buckminster ran
acrobatics competitions; it was smaller and
closer to home, so | rang the clubhouse
at Saltby.

Some nice chap was exfremely warm
on the phone, although | wondered exactly
what type of club it was when my second
most important question revealed they had
no bar. What kind of gliding club has no
bar? However, as all the training was in
Puchaczs (pushchairs, as they affectionately
call them) | would be welcome.

Then the dates and details came on an
email. | hoped the Bronze Badge required
was just a minor clement, one that could be
ignored. | allowed myself to be overcome
with excitement at the prospect of what was
about to happen.

John Gilbert felt ecmotion, too, but of a
somewhat different nature, when he heard
that a pre-solo pilot wanted to come. But
I was so certain | would learn something,
and probably so many things, from a day
with a real aero instructor, | would not be
put off. It felt like such a natural desire that
| could not really see why anyone found it
odd. John asked my CFl's permission, but
Mike, my CFl, was at Pocklington alf week.
I begged another instructor to ring up and
convince John | would benefit. My main

Saifplane & Gliding
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LOOPY PILOTS

ahead” seemed to cover all possible
problems. Amazing.

Then a collection of bean cans stapled
together with a hornet whine scuttled across
the grass and squatted in front of us. Yes,
across the grass (those from Camphill will
appreciate why | was so shocked at such
outrageous behaviour) .The noisy metal
rivetted abject was trailing a string; within
seconds of hearing it, we were attached to it.

“You have not done acrotow before, have
you?” John asked, as the whining throbbed
up a notch.

“No,” | confirmed my complete lack of
experience in yet another area.

“Ok, I'll do the first bit”,

First hit? How many bits were there?

| looked around, where were all the
people? Barry had a radio, and was holding
the wing, and suddenly we were off, sliding
along behind the tug, a dolphin being towed
by a walrus. As always, the thrill of being
in the air burnt away all my concerns and
after a couple of hundred feet, John said:
“You have control; just keep the tug about
— there!”

Easicr said than done, as the tow line
periodically looped and then whanged tight.
Oh, how | felt for the tug pilot, how | wished
each time | could signal apologies, but we
eventually made it to 4,000ft, and released,
to her relief, I am sure.

| had asked John what we would be
doing, and he was a little cagey. | guessed
he wanted to see how things were with me
at the wheel before he decided how far he
was prepared to risk his mental wellbeing,
and the club’s plane, so | did not push it.
| was pretending to be a model student.

He would learn otherwise, all too soon,
when it came to the landing.

We began with 45 diving lines. Somehow,
flying so much closer to VNE than | have
intentionally done before focused my mind
to a knife-edge. Then again, there is some-
thing, somehow very comforting about
pointing the nose straight down at that
angle, letting the speed build up to 95, and
pulling it up to a ton on the horizon, and
knowing you can do that and she flics
beautifully. Just the sensation of pulling up
and checking her was delicious, but this was
only an appetiser, Climbing lines, and that
swect over-the-top moment came next.

A few of those, and then came what
| had been wanting for all these months
—my first loop.

My first loap! Pure happiness became
a gas dissolved in my blood and with the G
it bubbled out, filling my lungs. I bit my lip,
I tried to act sensible, but it was impossible
and quite unredasonable to expect anything
of any sense from me then, laughter
displaced air, and all | could do was giggle
helplessly. While the giggling went on,

I managed more loops and John started
teaching me the elements of a chandelle.

I fell off the top, and spun, but recognised
it for what it was, and then it was landing
time. Just too svon, much too soon, | could
fall to carth doing that forever.
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It could seem odd, | admit, to be teaching
the forbidden elements of aerial pleasures to
someone who has yet to learn to land. But
odd or not, John was an instructor, and 1 felt
I might as well get my money’s worth. After
discussing 2G turns, I made him go over the
landing and roundout. Privately | thought we
had way too much height, and the approach
seemed unnccessarily large. Perhaps very
big flat airfields necessitate expansive
circuits, and tight odd-shaped fields induce
curved fast approaches.

Somehow, with a deluge of hormones
disturbing every ncurone in my head, |
rounded out in time and landed acceptably.
I was really surprised at mysell.

Acrobatics is good for you, obviously.

Then I had to sit down for an hour and
recover, while the chaps had their turns.
| hoped they had noted the sick bags
they put in for me remained pristine and
all quite unused.

As [ waited my turn [ looked up, and it
was raining gliders. In all corners of the sky
there were planes at odd angles and strange
positions. It was an acrobatic circus, and the
sky had become a big top. | watched, utterly
impressed. Just as | am utterly impressed by
my own instructors who do 500km and
700km flights, and beyond. | think how
wonderful it are that there are so many
fantastic aspects to this form of aviation.

On the ground, before my second flight,
John patted me on the head, while 1 was
pulling apart my own performance.

“It's OK, you're doing just great!” he said
in such a fatherly way.

My chandelles improved, and | inched
nearer to what | imagined it should feel like
with each attempt. In my mind I thought
it would feel like a cartwheel.

On the second flight, | managed it, and
I knew this was how it should feel, the plane
fell happy, the motion felt perfect, and we
flicked on a knife-edge in a perfect arc over
a wing tip. | knew I had done it before John
congratulated me.

Ecstasy of a purely organic endogenous
form hit my brain, and again, the helpless
giggling. Happily John seemed {o think
no less of me for this very un-English display
of emotion.

I was allowed to do all the aerotow the
last time, and my dolphin was surfing, trying
to porpoise the air behind the dumpy,
toothy, roaring tug. My beautiful plane was
desperate to fly, and | had to hold her down,
and stifle her, it was an alien sensation,
to try to stop her flying. [n fact, my head
was so full of new sensations | felt like I was
about to explode.

At the end of the day we had all had three
flights. Dave had gone up and done his own
programme and had a basic aerobatics
badge, and if he plays his cards right could
have a lovely young wife as well, thanks to
Caroline. She was the fourth member of our
team, who arrived late. She has done many
courses with John, and has a very beautiful
daughter, from all accounts. It appears the
beautiful daughter would like to leave home,

and a farmer with a penchant for loops

could be just the ticket for the re-homing,
according to her mother. Dave had done
particularly well, a certificate and a wife.

By the end of the day, | had done my first
aerotows, 459 lines, looped consecutively,
chandelled, 2C tumed and exited spins
on a given heading, and landed three
times without any cries of horror from the
back seat.

john was, as | suspected, unflappable,
and naturally shared my enthusiasm for
those special things in my task book, the
things that take the aircraft into the most fun
corners of the playground. At the briefing
| asked him if there was anything ! could
possibly do, that he would not be able
to recover from. Barry gave me another
instructor look. John thought a moment
or two and replied with conviction: “No!”
One wonders into what dark nights of the
soul he has been taken by students that
enable him to answer that so emphatically.

I have been asked why I want to do this,
and | find it hard to answer. But | find it
harder to understand why anyone even asks
the question. The reason lics in the fecling
of being totally at one with the aircraft, of
feeling the wingtip becoming your fingers,
the fuselage your body, the aircraft assuming
your skin. It's taking pleasure in our ability
to fly; the celebration of the gift of an
aerofoil. It’s almost a sin to have such a
miracle at our disposal and not be interested
in finding oat its every possibility.

Would | recommend a day with John to
others? Of course | would! Apart from the
fun factor, even at my level | learnt an
immense amount, No instructor is that likely
to leave mid-flight, so once you are strapped
in, as a student, you have certain positional
advantages and these aerobatics instructors
can really be pushed. If they claim there is
nothing you can do that will alarm then,
then testing them out and trying to get them
to shout is such good spart.

Even for one as accomplished as | at
alarming the responsible adult in the back
seat, | have not managed to induce panic
shouting in John, vet.

Flying closer to the boundaries of your
aircraft’s performance certainly sharpens
your mind to the need for absolute precision.
No staring out of the Perspex admiring the
beautiful sunset and thinking romantic
thoughts, then! My sense of caution has
actually been heightened. So if you have
these private desires, and know they just
need to be satisfied, then the safest way to
do this is surely to get taught by a qualified
BGA aerobatics instructor, at a club with
aerobatics enthusiasts like Saltby.

They may have no bar, but vou do get
complimentary sick bags with every flight.

Fiona is a 41-year-old paraglider pilot, with 400hrs,
who has been flying for three years, in South Africa,
Turkey, France, Spain, New Zealand and Australia.
She took a trial lesson at the Long Mynd when it wars
too windy for a paraglic
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