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OPEN CLASS NATIONALS

> 126.7km/h, a full 6km/h faster than second-

placed Peter Sheard. | managed third place
at 119.8kmvh, with half the grid exceeding
110km/h. This win put Peter Harvey a
significant 72 points ahead overall of myself
in second place with Peter Sheard third.

We lost a day to bad weather and Tuesday
also looked unlikely with very low cloud.
The forecast was for a small improvement
followed quickly by heavy showers. Woody
Woodhouse, the director, was quite rightly
not prepared to lose the day without a fight
and was rewarded with a rapidly improving
situation, which, if anything, caught the
organisation by surprise. By the time the task
group were fired off on the 2.5-hour area
task (with radiuses around Stradishall,
Downham Market and Norwich rail bridge)
the soaring window before the expected
heavy showers was mostly used up. Much
to the relief of the regionals group gridded
behind the nationals, they \vere scrubbed.
They duly taunted the nationals pilots with
talk of marigold gloves, possible lightning
strikes, heavy rain and soggy fields.
Incevitably, many pilots experienced all of
these phenomena before the day was out.

Getting away from the airfield towards the
first sector proved very difficult: huge arcas
of spreadout made soaring anywhere near
the start sector impossible. 1 ran into the start
from a climb to 3,000ft, crossing at 2,000ft,
and had several low moments before
contacting the first of the building cells that
allowed a cloud climb to 6,500ft and an
casy run into the first sector. Over half the
field landed out as | so nearly did in the first
30km. Personally, | am not a supporter of
cloud flying in competitions on the grounds
of fairness. However, a nationals can be
decided on such days and | was very aware
that there were several exponents of the art
competing. Pete Harvey is renowned for
some previous near-stratospheric exploits.
So | used my altitude to fly deep into the first
sector and expected to fly into the second
sector easily without turning again. How
wrong | was! With another dying storm on
track and poor awareness on my part due to
the bad or nil visibility, | ended up less than
1km from the second sector, 600ft above the
ground with cumulus tantalisingly just too
far away from me but downwind of me and
the sector. Luck was with me yet again as
I managed to pull out a weak climb that
eventually turned into an 8,500ft cloud
climb - but | was now 30km from the sector.
The height allowed me to run into it then to
cruise at 80kt to the final sector. It was clear
that the airfield was in imminent danger of
being engulfed by a storm and rain could
probably be expected anywhere on the last
leg. So | pushed into the final sector as far as
" dared, turning back with 2,300ft allegedly

» spare 30km out from the finish line. The
sink on the way home, mostly without rain,

«as very disturbing: with T0km to go, the

eight in hand had dwindled to 500ft.

cstorm front o ot ety
making it invisisic. acmaray, aesudiated
sink was not evident and | was able to use
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the spare height to push through the stcady
rain to finish straight ahead. Richard Browne
had just completed the task moments earlier
along with Richard Smith, himself making a
strong bid for the top placings overall.

Where were Peter Harvey and the rest of
the guys? [t turned out thal Pete had climbed
to 11,000ft but was not able to use the vast
height excess to gain significant extra
distance. He was pleased, though, to expend
it in the torrential rain that had by then
swamped the airfield and half the last leg,

Astoundingly, Richard Browne and
Richard Smith proved that the task could be
completed without flying in cloud, a fantastic
achievement. Later study of their traces
against mine showed that taking the cloud
climbs but using the correct routing would
have resulted in a task speed some 50 per
cent faster. The four finishers’ speeds ranged
from 67.9-70.2km/h and all got 170 points,
a triumph for the scoring system which put a
correct slant on the significance and fairness
of the day, if not the excitement factor.

We had to wait until Thursday before the
next contest day, when we were set a racing
task around Sudbury, Thrapston and
Rattlesden for 284km. The thermals turned
out to be strong but a huge arca of spreadout
and its dead air on the leg from Sudbury to
Thrapston made the task very challenging,
forcing the use of all of the awesome slow
speed glide performance available to us.

‘l was able to take weak climbs
to stay as near to cloudbase as
possible. This was critical...

A hole in the spreadout at Thrapston allowed
a good solitary cumulus and thus a climb at
the turnpoint, but pilots arriving there later
had to go well beyond the turn to climb.
They were forced to lose a lot of time and
could do nothing about it. It was my turn to
again take the winner’s spoils at 101.5kmvh
with Peter Sheard close behind at 99.7km/h
and Peter Harvey at 99.2km/h. Kim Tipple
put in another consistent speed for fourth
place and was now third overall. Peter
Harvey was still 43 points ahead of me with
the possibility of two days left, but the
weather gurus were suggesting that we might
lose Friday and possibly Sunday as well.

In fact, we had to wait until Saturday for
day 5. A and B tasks both went in the bin
— to the pilots’ delight — in favour of a new
task into soarable sky, since the arca to the
west of us was pronounced unsoarable as far
as the eye could see. We were subsequently
tasked with Ridgewell, north to Saxthorpe,
south to Claydon and home for 280km.

The better weather in the coastal area
eventually moved over us and the launch
commenced with conditions poorer than
they looked. It became clear that it would be
a slow or a landout day so, given that time
was getting on, most pilots started promptly.
The real problems started for most on the
second leg with a long glide out on track
to nothing under total spreadout just ~=* f
the D208 exclusion area. Good work...,

cumulus were - tantalisingly — inside the
exclusion zone and along with Kim Tipple

I made for it in the hope we could climb on
the edge of the airspace. Sadly, we could not
but we found a weak thermal to keep us
alive until the cumulus had drifted just north
of lhe area, allowing us to track to it and
climb to cloudbase. At this stage, Terry
Mitchell in J15 had the day in his pocket duc
to the smart decision to go well to the west
and pass to the west of the exclusion area,
an idea which | had never even considered
as an option. He subsequently made a
mistake later but completed the task.

Running to Saxthorpe, | was able to take
weak climbs to stay as near to cloudbase as
possible. This proved to be critical at the turn
because it enabled me to take a further weak
climb to basc that others failed to get when
later arriving at lower level. With the huge
advantage of height, | was able to slowly
glide over a totally spreadout and unsoarable
area to reach sunshine and developing
cumulus around and just north of Tibenham.
Many pilots arrived here just too low to
climb and had to tand at or near the airfield.
Peter Harvey (unknown to me at the time
and no doubt determined not to let his lead
ebb away) scraped away from the circuit at a
height most people fly models.

I was now well ahead of the remaining
airborne pilots, except for Jed Edyvean,
who had also enjoyed a good run.

But where was Pete? How far was he
behind? How many finishers might there be,
if any? How cautious could [ afford to be?

I knew none of the answers and decided to
adopt the most cautious approach so took
climbs of 1-2kt, each a welcome surprisc,

to get at last on to final glide, round the last
turn and home for a speed of 77.8km/h.
Kim Tipple made 76.2km/h with Peter finally
third at 71.1km/h. There were eight finishers
and several pilots landed near the last turn.

When the scores were finally published,

I had won the day by enough to leapfrog
Pete by a small but significant margin to take
the overall lead. Pete was a very comfortable
second overall and Kim Tipple a solid third.

A suitable rain dance ensured that Sunday
was scrubbed so the final places were
confirmed and lots of goodies were presented
to the lucky winners.

The Tibenham team again pulled off a
great competition despite limited resources
and variable weather and I hope we can
come back again in future vears. The high-
light for me was the exceptional variety and
quality of the flying achieved over the five
days and the friendly environment fostered
by competitors and the organisation alike.

Russell, a member of The Soaring Centre, began gliding
in 1986 and has flown five international competitions.
His first contest was in 1989, when he flew the 1 lus Bos
regionals and finished third from last. At Tibenham he
flew ASW 22u11 €2 and Arthur Docherty crewed for
him. He has < 3,500hrs 10 gliders and is the only pilot
1o have achieved an FAL T,000km Diploma in the UK
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