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Pete Masson (in the front seat) and Paul Haliday took 
Lasham's Duo Discus. 775, flying on January 29, 
2004, when most gliders remained trapped in their 
trailers (Www.whiteplanes.com). For your own photos 
of winter flying fun. see Gliding Gallery on page 18 
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Winter flying 

Don't sit i nsicie huddled 
over a rad iator in the UK 
thi s w inter: these photographs 
from S&C readers show the 
fun you could be missing ... 

Soaring over Silesia 

A warm w e! ome and some 
unusu;JI Iron Curtain glid rs 
made this y0ar's International 
Vintage Rally memorable. 
Jochen Ewald reports on the 
event's first visit to Poland 

Your day will come 

John Williams anri Gerry 
English describe lwo flights to 
inspir you - whether you're 
learning to go cross-country in 
wave, lik ' Gerry, or s uring 
your 750km in it, as J hn has 

Exploiting the 
Polar Vortex 

New Zea land w riter and 
photogrJpher Marty Taylor 
reports on what the Perlan 
Project has a ·hieved su far, 
and where it goes from here 

The next Junior Worlds 

Andy Davis looks bock t this 
year's junior Pre-Worl ds 
(where J n M y r, I ft, was the 
highest-placed young Bri t) 
and updates us on prepara tions 
for the r <1 ! th ing in 200 

Member of lhe 
Royal Aero Club 

and lhe 
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European update 

BGA News 

Your letters 
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BGA Technical News 

BGA Development News 

Reviews 

Tailfeathers by Platypus 

Inter-Club: the final weekend 

Salutary Soaring 

Scoring best at Pocklinglon 

Nationals: Open Class 

Provisional 8GA ratings, 2005 

The Racing Year. Nationals 

The Racing Year. Regionals 

Club News 

Club Focus: Stratford on Avon 

Obituaries 

BGA Badges 

Accident/incident summaries 

Classified advertisements 

Index to adv rtisers 

F8d~ration Aeronautique lnternationale 
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PROPOSALS to reduce the number of UK airspace 

infringements have been produced by the Airspace 

Infringements Working Group (AIWG). They address 

recommendations made in last year's On-Track 

Report (www.flyontrack.co.uk) . A bulletin board run at 

this site by GASCo on the CAA"s behalf also provides 

a forum for pilots and controllers. Meanwhile GASCo, 

which the BGA belongs to and supports financially, 

has set up a new website at www. gasco.org.uk 

THE CAA has introduced a new radio frequency 

("SAFETYCOM"- 135.475mHz) for use at UK 

aerodromes and airstrips only where no specific VHF 

frequency is notified. If a frequency is published, 

pilots of radio-equipped aircraft must use that even 

during out-of-hours operations. For more details, see 

www.caa.co.uklcaanewslcaanews.asp?nid=967 

The AAIB report into a tug crash near Parham has 

concluded that the pilot was probably incapacitated 

and died in flight. lt praised people at the crash site 

who tried to rescue him from the burning aircraft. 

w ww. dft .gov. uk/ stellen tl groups/dft _ a vsafetyl 

documents/page/dft avsafety_030898.hcsp 

NEW charges for some BGA services are at 

https://www.gliding.co.uk/bgashop/bgacharges.htm. 

A significant increase in the instructor renewal fee is 

due to the greatly increased insurance cover now in 

place. Do please use the latest version of forms, from 

https:ll www.gliding.eo.uk/bgainfo/onlineforms.hlm 

THE BGA Chief Technical Officer thanks everyone 

who applied for the Regional Technical Officer roles 

mentioned in the last S&G. There are still vacancies 

in Scotland and Northern Ireland - contact Jim 

Hammerton if you are interested (cto @gliding.co.uk) 

TRIAL lesson pupils are not exempt from the new 

alcohol limits laid down by The Railways & Transport 

Safety Act for pilots and crew. If you are involved with 

any aspect of trial lessons, please do your best to 

ensure that the potential P2 is aware of the rules. 

IF you have an air/ground, ground/air or air/air radio. 

it must by law have a licence. Details at 

www.caa.co. uk/daplradio_licensingldefaulf.asp?page=2 

EDITION 15 of Laws & Rules for Glider Pilots will be 

available next year; the updated edition 14 is at 

www.gliding. co.uMJ[JIJmfo/documents/Edition t 4rev t.pdf 

ASTRAC have agreed to provide cash sponsorship 

for the 4th FAI Junior World Gliding Championships 

(www. astrac.com). Other sponsorship opportunities 

are available - contact marifynhood@tiscali.co.uk 

NEW versions of Section 3 of the FAI Sporting Code 

and Annexes B and C, valid from October 1, 2004, 

are at www.fai.org/sporting_codelsc3.asp See also 

www.gliding.co.uklbgainfo/competilionsl news.htm 

THE International Olympic Committee has chosen 

golf, roller sports, rugby, karate and squash for 

possible inclusion in the Olympic Games from 2012 

which effectively rules out any short-to-medium-term 

chance of gliding becoming an Olympic sport. The 

FAI is therefore concentrating on the World Games 

(see www.wor/dgames2005.org/en/home/index.pllp) . 

European update 
Gliding in the UK is now officially 
regulated under the auspices 
of EASA and this affects the way 
we all operate. The BGA is 
continuing to negotiate for a 
safe and effective framework 
within which gliding can flourish 

IF YOU FLY gliders in th e United Kingdom, 
you must by now he aware oi th e major 
imp,lC tthal new Europea n regulati on is 

hav ing on thi s country's gliding movement. 
The new rul es arise from the est<J bli shment 
of the European Aviati on Safety Agency 
(EASA), <J n <Jgency of the Europe<1n 
Commission, soon to be based in Cologne. 
As of September 2003, Briti sh gliding has 
been lega ll y regulated. 

The Civil Aviati on Authority is responsible 
in the UK for thi s Europea n regulation, and 
gliders w ill have to be CAA registered . In 
due course, new regul<Jtions will cover all 
aspects of our fl ying, inc luding certificati on, 
maintenance and pilot li censing, although 
onl y th e ertifi ca ti on regu l<:llion is in knee 
,1t present. As things stand, gliders in th UK 
must be either certi fied, or excluded from 
th e regulati on (in "Annex 11 "), although we 
have been given time to compl y with the 
certifi ca ti on requirements. 

UK gliders divide into thre groups, 
and the BGA is negotiating for the best 
implementati on deal for all these aircratt: 

Gliders exempted from the regulations 
("Ann ex 11" airH Jft) will remJin under 
national reguiJtion, which in th e UK we 
assume mea ns by the BGA. These are mainl y 
old des igns, or of histori c significance. 

Gliders in the UK before September 28, 2003 
w ill have to be compliant by March 28, 
2007 and will also have to comply with their 
Type Certifi ca te. All modifi ca tions will have 
to be offi ciall y approved. it is not clear 
exactl y how thi s might be done, given the 
hi story of BGA-approved modifi cations in 
th e ex isting fl eet, and there are conflicting 
views between CAA, EASA and BGA on 
how Lo proceed. The BG;-\ has asked for 
all th ese to be treated os Annex 11 aircraft. 

Gliders imported after 28 September 2003 
should compl y NOW with the regul ati on. 
A delay has been granted by the U K's 
Depa rtment for Transport but this is not open 
ended. These aircra ft will have to comply 
w ith their Type Certifi cate; all modifi ca ti ons 
w ill have to be approved and in clue course 
they will also have to be C!-\A-registered 
("G" letters). They will Jlso require an EASA 
Certifica te of Ain.vorthiness. What thi s means 
is that, among other issues, onl y gliders and 

se lf-susta ining sailrlanes w ith EASA type 
approva l are eligible for the issue o f a new 
BGA C of A. The li st of approved EU and 
Non EU types ca n be found in CAA 
publica ti on CAP 747, secti on ·1, pilrt 2, 1.1 .1 
(c) and 1.2. 1 (c) or follow the link via 
www.caa.eo. uk/docs/3 3/CAP147. fl0F. 
Glider types li sted as "Not transferred" or 
"not li sted" <He not eligible ior the issue of a 
BGA C of A until they are approved or type 
certifi cated by EASA. lt should be noted, 
however, that at th e time of go ing to press 
some apparent in onsistencies in thi s li sting 
h<1 d not heen reso lved, although th e CAA 
is aware of them. 

In a bid to reso lve snme of th ' probl ems 
Jssociated w ith potenti all y expensive and 
time-consuming approvals of modifi cations, 
the BGA is appl ying for Des ign O rgani sa ti on 
Approva l from EASA. Thi s would allow the 
BGr\ to approve "minor" modifications. 
It would eniJil a signifi cant cost to the 
Assoc iation but might al so, potentiall y, 
generate some income for the Briti sh gliding 
movement. Some costs might also be offset 
by a joint venture being discussed with the 
Popular Fl ying Assoc i<1 tion. 

;'v\oving on to consider future regulation , 
recent responses by the HGA, Europe Air 
Sports and the Europe<J n Gliding Union to 
EASA consultati on on rul es for pilot licensing 
Jnd operati ons seem to have led to a positi ve 
set of proposals in its ConsultJti on Response 
Document, including a European recreational 
pil ot's li cence similar to th e UK r'-IPPL, and 
prov ision for different medi ca l standards as 
argued for strongly by th e BCA. "Pilrt M" 
airworthin ess requirements, although agreed 
last yea r, are Jiso being rev ised. EASA al so 
has pl ans to regul ate ac ro~rome st;mcl ards 
and Air Traffic Services- how thi s latter 
would interact w ith Eurocon tro l is not c lear 
to us - and, over time, the UK CAA will 
dec line in influence. 

What all thi s will me<Jn in the long term is 
not yet aprarent but the BGA will continue 
w ith intensive negoti ations Jt n<Jtional and 
Europea n levels to ensure British gliding can 
operate in a sa fe, sensible fr,1mework. 

This European Update is based on a presentation by 

Terry Slater (above) to the 2004 Chairmen 's Conference 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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S&G deadlines for 2005 

Aprii-May 2005 
Articles, letters, Club News February 8 

Display advertisements February 25 

Classifieds March 4 

June-July 2005 
Articles, letters. Club News April12 

Display advertisements April29 

Classifieds May 6 

August-Sept 2005 
Articles, letters. Club News June 14 

Display advertisements June 24 

Classifieds July 4 

October-November 2005 
Articles, letters, Club News August 16 

Display advertisements August 26 

Ciassifieds September 5 

December 2005 -January 2006 
Articles, letters, Club News 

Display advertisements 

Classifieds 

February - March 2006 
Articles. letters, Club News 

Display advertisements 

Classifieds 

October 11 

October 24 

November 4 

December 6 

December 19 

January 6 

Sailplane & Glidings Notes for Contributors, which 

include guidelines for potential writers of Club News 

and the ever-popular Club Focus features have 

been updated and can be downloaded from 

www.gliding.co.uk/sailplaneandgliding!news.htm 

_j 

Keep up to date 
IF YOU want to keep in touch with BGA 
news as it happens, why not sign up to the 
BGA News Service? 

This internet-based service delivers emai l 
alerts about all important information ilS it 
is released, in the categories of your choice. 
You will also receive your own copy of the 
Association's monthly newsletter straight to 
your desk. 

To sign up for this free service, visit 
https:/lwww.gliding.eo.uk/subscriptions 

KARL Hock of the company producing the electric 

H1251ntegrale winch (October-November 1998, p300) 

piCtured at Furstenfeldbruck just before a claimed 

world record launch of a K-13 to 1,200m (3,937/t) AGL. 

The winch will be at Germany's AERO 2005 exhibition 

Start planning your year here 
Competitions 
Dan Smith Trophy (aero) Dunstable 

Aerobalic Nationals Sal!by 

Overseas Championships Ocaiia, Spain 

Europeans (ISm/Open) Rayskala. Finland 

18-Metre Nationals Duns table 

Regionals Bicester (Windrushers) 

Competition Enterprise The Long Mynd 

Europeans (Std/Ciub/18m) Nilra. Slovakia 

15-Metre Nationals Honington 

Inter-Services Regionals Honing ton 

Regionals Su!lon Bank 

Regionals La sham 

Women's Worlds Klix, Germany 

Junior Worlds Husbands Bosworlh 

Club Class Nationals Lasham 

Open Class Nat1onals Lasham 

Regionals Tibenham 

Standard Class Nationals Nympsfield 

Regionals Duns table 

Regionals Gransden 

Junior Nationals Tibenham 

Sallby Open (Aerobatic) Sal!by 

Two-Seater Comp Pockfington 

December 2004 - January 2005 

214-314 

1616-19/6 

23/5-316 

4/7-1617 

917-17/7 

917-17/7 

917-16/7 

1017-2317 

23/7-3117 

2317-3117 

2317-3117 

2317-3117 

3017-1318 

31/7-2018 

6/8-1418 

6/8-14/8 

6/8-W8 

2018-28/8 

20/8-28/8 

20/8-2818 

21/8-29/8 

10/9-1119 

2118-28/8 

Mountain Soaring Camp Deeside 

"Turbo" Regionals 

Regionals 

Other events 

Bidford 

Booker 

4/9-10/9 

to be advised 

to be advised 

THE 2005 BGA AGM/Conference will return to Eastwood Hall, 

Noninghamshire, on March 5-6. Book at www.gliding.co.uk or 

see the ads on page 6 (for individuals) and p32 (for exhibitors). 

CAA Safety Evenings confirmed so far include: Kemble: 

November 25: Derby: November 29: Southampton: December 

1: Brize Norton: December 6: Wyton: December 7: Norwich: 

January 1 0: Lydd: January 11 : Staple ford: January 13: Fenland: 

January 18: Belfast; January 19: Eglinton; January 27: 

Netherthorpe; February 7: Isle of Man: February 10: Enstone: 

March 2: Perth: March 3: Newcastle; March 8: Sleap: March 9: 

Swansea; March 10: Bristol. Full details and 

an updated list will appear on www.caa.co.uk through safety. 

general aviation and information. 

The Soaring Society of America's annual conference is from 

February I 0-12 in Ontario, California. There will be more than 40 

speakers from around the world and a 6.5oom2 exhibition. More 

information is available at www.ssn.org/conventionl 

THE 2005 European Championships is split into two 

events- the 15-Metre and Open Classes in Finland. 

and the Standard, Club and 18-Metre Classes in 

Slovakia. The British Teams are: Open Class 

- Russell Cheetham (Champion). Pete Harvey, Kim 

Tipple; 15-Metre Class - Leigh Wells, Patrick 

Naegeli; Standard Class - Andy Davis, Jez Hood: 

Club Class - Owain Waiters, Jay Rebbeck: 18-Metre 

Class- Steve Jones, Phi I Jones. The Women's World 

Championships take place in Klix, Germany. The 

team will be: Gill Spreckley, Sarah Steinberg, Liz 

Sparrow, Rose Johnson. Lucy Withall. The team for 

the 2005 Junior World Championship at Husbands 

Bosworth has also been decided. The top four 

will definitely get a place, with the next two almost 

certainly getting in. should enough places be 

available. The vote was as follows: 1) Jon Meyer: 

2) John Roberts; 3) Mark Holden; 4) lan Craigie ; 

5) Andy May; 6) Mark Parker; 7) lan MacArthur; 

8) Simon Barker: 9) George Green; 10) Mark Brown. 

THE UK Airprox Board (UKAB) has published its 

eleventh report, which covers statistics for all 2003 

and detailed analysis of incidents in the second half 

of that year. The latter included 10 airproxes involving 

gliders, two of which were assessed as entailing an 

actual risk of collision. In one case an RAF Jaguar in 

passed within 1 OOm of lwo gliders 6km from Talgarth. 

The national media reported comments from the 

UKAB's Chairman. Peter Hunt, that gliders are 

difficult to see. During 2003 there were 181 airproxes 

- the lowest number yet recorded. An interview with 

Peter Hunt will feature in a future issue of S&G. 

NEW Zealand Prime Minister Helen Clark is backing 

Gliding NZ's bid to bring the 2008 World Gliding 

Championships to Omarama, saying it would be a 

"tremendous event". The site hosted the 1995 worlds. 

THE implementation of proposed airspace changes 

in the East Midlands area, approved by the CAA in 

August, have been postponed at the request of 

Nottingham East Midlands Airport (NEMA) to enable 

it to consult further on the proposal. The new time­

frame is unknown. but it is ualikely that the airspace 

changes will take effect before March 2005. 

THE BGA has found that the base for the EoN Cup, 

which is given to the winner ol the Standard Class 

Nationals, is missing. The Pan Am Trophy, given to 

the third-placed pilot in the same event, appears to 

have been lost for some years. If you have. or know 

the whereabouts of, these trophies. please let the 

BGA office know (debbie@gfiding.co.uk) 

MANY apologies to www.whiteplanes.com for 

inadvertently omitting the credit for their photos of the 

15-Metre Nationals on p32 of the October-November 

S&G. If you were tempted by the Carat in the same 

issue (p18), Mclean Aviation have pointed out that 

they are the UK agents for its makers, AMS. Sorry, 

too, to the Ted Lysakowski Trust for missing Jon 

Meyer off the list of those it funded to fly at Rieti (p49) . 

THE winner of the BGA 1000 Club Lottery for 

September 2004 was P Offin (£37), with runners-up 

KS Davis and R Firmin (each £18.50). The October 

winner was GNH Chamberlain (£37), with runners-up 

HO Maddams and lW Breingan (each £18.50). 
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The EW Model D Flight Record r. 

Just £2 5. (J(J plus vAr 
(offer ends 24112104, save £ 23.50) 

/GC approval /or use wit/1 the most popular Garmin GPS receivers. Comes with software and all you need to connect to your GPS and 
computer. Ideal for all badge claims up to Diamond C and competition us.e. lncorporate.s the following features: 24 hours of recorded data 
at a 4 second sample rate, motor and pilot event ports, electronic d~claration, ll- 16 volt extemal power wlt/1 9 volt mtemal backup battery with 

40 hours recording tl e, st~nd a/Ohe barograph wil/1 15Km altillide range . 

Merry Xmas to all our EW owners, we hope you have achieved your gliding goals this year 
and are busy planning your new flights for 2005. Good luck and a prosperous 2005 to all. 

Please Note: Due to other business commitments, the office will be at times 
unmanned over the Winter period, please leave a message on our phone or ideally 

use our email service, for a more prompt reply. We apologise for this temporary 
inconvenience. 

Seymour Barn, Widmere Lane, Marlow, Bucks SL7 3DF, 01628 477999, 
Email ew@ewuk.co.uk, website for all other info, www.ewuk.co.uk 

Established by prominent figures in British gliding, Joint 

Aviation is the leading, independent sailplane insurance 

agency in Europe. 

Joint Aviation has in-depth knowledge of gliding and 

gl iding insurance as well as providing the personal 

contact that ensures every sailplane client receives the 

same high standards of services and competitive prices. 

Joint Aviation Services Ltd 
... Our task, your security 

December 2004 - January 2005 

0044 (0)1420 88664 for genera l enquiries 

0044 (0)1420 88706 
0044 (o)78o2 708670 
0044 (0)1420 542003 

Bernadette Pollard 
Terry Joint mobile 
Facsimile 

email: bernadette.pollard@jointaviation.co.uk 

Joint Aviation Services Limited 
8 Old Aylesfield Buildings 
Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton 

Hants GU34 4BY 

www.joi nt.co. u k 

MEMBER 

General Insurance 
STANOAADS COUNOL 
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Your letters 
Unexpected passengers? 

NE of our members was having his K-6 
inspected ,1nd of A cl one. Following 
concerns abou t th e integrity of glues used on 
gliders at thi s <lgc the examiner cut away 
fabri c d l the wing roots, tips and mid span to 
ffect checks. The glue joints vvere fine but 

J l th e mid spa n a mouse's nest was found. 
i\1\ore correctly, a bl ock of mouse fl ats. 

A lot of the material seemecl to be th e 
frill s and cushions and or:1 nge and vellow 
pl<stic t<Jpe. We marvell ed ~t the q~,Jntity 
of stuff and the time and effort i t must have 
t<Jkcn to <~ cqu ire it. How many flights had 
it hnd without contr ibuting to the costs? 
Fortun<Jtely there was little clan1age to the 
structure or wi ng fabric but how long had 
it been there7 Perhaps we should all set traps 
and check them as part o f the Dl. Bit of a shock to find a block of mouse flats inside your 

Rod Salmon, HENSALL, North Yorkshire wing! See Unexpected Passengers, left.. . 

Jjm 1/,unm r/im, lh<• 13GA's _hid Tcchnicc~l Oliiccr, 

rcpli ·: findin,t; cl mouse inr"eslation i!:l r-) I~Jirly c-ommon 

f' ' ' f'l1/ and u ual/y i> er.l dicated IVithout further dram<~ . 

However there t iff' ( (•rt(lin puinl~ lc'l consider: 

- l'n•vt,•ntion: f'llSLJrf' a cess panels c~rc re-l"ittecl: close 
,uwp ics .1nd doqr;s; cln.~ 't cnrour.l[W vermin, by 

kl'epin~:~ th<' !Jan.q.lr tidy clnd (r('(' from cluller; ensure 

the lr.! i ler is .~ ound; ensure ~11 iood rul>/Jish is .\T•curely 

''".~Wed and in dj)/)J"O!Hi<ll<• l1i il.< .11nl comirlcr the 

.'iiPrvin'S o( cl vcnnind/Or. 

- l-l<'mov;ll: tlli rC' can destroy the internal structure 

uf .Jirc rc~(l , eh'ctrica! wiring (thf'y lovr· insula tion !), 

1Lirni~ !Jin,£.4s , wnucl, t(J.Jm, and su on; th Py also tr•nd 

tu f'(• /it ·~ 'l ' then/5('/ve~ in tiH'ir n('sts ~111d urine c.m h.Jve 

d wYy :..eriou ... ric trinJCJit,/1 C'lfcct on llH't.l/ .t ncl wood 

Gliding safety 
THERE <1re some 'J000 active Hritish glider 
pi lots. In 2004 (as of August 13), NINE had 
been killed in glid ing <Jcc idents si nce 
)anu<Jry 1. So the chance of dea th is currently 
runnin g at 1 in 1000 pi lots/annu m. Thi s is 
more th<m twice the <Jverage British glider 
pi lot fatality rate ior the years 1977 to 1997. 

By comp<J ri son there arc some 60 million 
of the UK ropu lation all of whom are 
exposed to all forms of road accidents 
(drivers, passengers, peel strian s): 3,650 
people approximately die in all ca tegories 
of road accidents each year-a fatality rate 
of 1 in 16,400 per yeJr. 

In the highe· t road use r risk category, 
motorcyc li sts, the IJtest DVLA figure show 
that some 690 motorcycli sts are ki ll ed 
annually in an estimJted "popui<Jtion" of 
·1.6 million riders and pJssengcrs- J fa tJiity 
rate of 1 in 2, 300 per ann um. 

The ch<Jnces of death in a gliding acc ident 
Jre therefore some 16 times greater th<tn 
in road Jcc: idents in gene1·<1 l and some 
two-<:md-J-half ti mes worse th <1n th e highest 
ri sk C<Jtegory, motorcycling. 

My personJI belief is that mJny glider 
pilots h<:we lost Jn awareness of the 
pervasive presence of danger Jnclthat it 
does not occur to them that they are 
operJting in an environment that not on ly 
demands that they pay attention to their own 
and other people's sJfety, but may kill them 
if they do not. 

The suic ida l mantra: " lt' much -afer flying 
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a glider than driving to the club" is one of 
the worst cul prits in this respect. Bruno 
Gantenbrink emphasises thi s in an excellent 
art icle at www.dg-flugzeugbau.de/safety-
·omes-first-e.. html. He po in ts out w hat many 

of us have sad ly experi enced. Very few, 
if any, of our compan ions hJve been ki li ed 
rlri ving to th e club but we all have known 
a meJsur.1ble number who have been 
kill ed in gliding accidents. 

Whilst the BGA's Safety Comm ittee 
Jnd others have made, and con tinue tu 
make, enormous efforts to improve our 
deteriorJtin g situJtion th ey need a fully 
attentive and recepti ve audi •nee. 

We need to op •n our minds to the 
recogn ition thilt gli ding is not inherently safe 
and that rnuch greater and continuing pilot 
JwJrencss of this cri ti cJ I fJc t is the starti ng 
point on the path to restoring J satisfactory 
safety standard. 

PlcJse note that I arn not say ing that 
gliding is unsafe, but that it is not inherently 
safe. lt needs the pilot's input into the 
equat ion to add the necessary ingredient to 
confer an adequate level of safety, by 
i ly ing intelligentl y "within the envelope". 

Nor am I suggesting that we shou ld, or 
even could, take a 11 of the risks out oi 
glidi ng and lower its ex itemen t level to that 
of a bowls tournam nl. But whil st excite­
ment and enjoyment have a p lace in sport, 
Death does not. To quote Gantenbr ink: 
"Almost all the so;.ning iriends I have lost 
have been killed clue to "p ilot error". Some 
of th ese errors have been silly little things, 
the simplest kind oi ca relessness with fatal 
consequences. They died because at the 
critical moment something else was rnore 
importJnt th an flight safety". 

When the practilic ners of other higher-ri sk 
sports, such JS ski jumping, scuba diving or 
parachuting, prepa re to le<1p into the air or 
wa ter they do so on the presumption that a 

Please send letters (marked "for publication ") to 

the editor at editor@sailplaneandglkJing.co.uk or 

the address on p3, including your full contact 

details. Deadline for the next issue is December 7 

meaS"urab le element of danger is invo lved 
and that th ey <He try ing to eliminate the 
unnecessary risks by careful preparation and 
execution. I suspect Lhat sorne of us w hen 
we st rilp into the cockpit do so with th e 
presumpti on th at we <lre entering into a saie 
environment ("so much saier than that 
smell y old M25 on wh ich we drove to the 
club") and that danger is not present. 

If you start w ith the presumption of 
unsafety you are rnuch more li kely to be a 
safer (and longer-li ved) p ilot 
Peter Hearne, WATERINGBURY, Kent 
(TI1i s letter reprPscnts thf' personal vi c<w' of the w rit er 

.md not nt•ress~rily thos<:> oi the BGA) 

I' •tc Straiten, BGA Chid Ex(?c;utive, adds: A new 

anc~lysis of ~lidin8 accidents, which included tile 

so/Jerin~ f.Jc l that the iatal accident rate i, ontinuint: 

to rise, has enabled the BGA to start work on ,J str,Jit'8 i<" 

overview o( liight s.Jiety. TI1is long-term initi.Jiive is 

initially ,Jddrcssing thf' three si%:nificant t~ltJ I accident 

causal groups, \vhich :1re \vinch launching, spinning 

and mirl-air collisions. Cliding is ~ risk sport and it is 

the resp(!nsihility oft he individtr.tl to fll.Jke sur~ we 

managf"~ th<• risk lhtS(,'fl on e-xperience 11ncl know/cd~L' to 

look a(ter ourselves and nthers around us. We should 

also consider that those who do not understand or 

nccepl !he risk thnl m<~y apf!l)' to,, p.Jrtic·ui.u· ,Jctivity 

should tw pmtec·fr:d (mm it, v n ii thnt nw.>ns /h,·ll 

thPy do not(/)' 

Get out your tape recorders 
AS the BGA ce lebrares its 75th anniversary 
<Jndthe few rema ining founder members of 
our sport <lre of advanc ing years, can I make 
a suggestion that we try to record as much 
as possib le of their memor ies oi the eJ rl y 
days? I know some people have done some 
good work in thi s area with video and 
aud io recording, but I think we shou ld make 
more of an effo rt to seek ou t the pioneers 
and spend an Jfternoon with them and a 
recording device. 

We might have to rely on one leve l of 
hearsay, if the or iginal is no longer w ith us. 
For example: I was privile~ed to know the 
late Ernie Lingard who was a contemporary 
of Amy )ohnson at the London Aerop lane 

lub . But he f 11 among glider pilots and 
had worked for Lowe Wylde Jt the BAC 
fa ctory Jt MJidstone. He then rose to th e 

exa lted rank of the position of Instructor and 
Club Captain of the Bedford Gliding Clu b 
(Site: that one hill in on th e Bedford-Luton 
road!). I could tell that he was an ear ly 
glider pilot, because his logbook totals were 
in Hr, Min Jnd Seconds! 

So, teenage plastic pundits, next time 
the older person W<lnts to reminisce clon't 
glaze over, but get out the recorder and help 
preserve our history. 
Mark Wakem, BROUGHTON, Cheshire 

Glider trailer brakes 
I HAVE observed recent ly that wh ile most 
glider pilots work hard to keep their 
sailplanes in good cond iti on, they often 
badly neglect maintaining their trail er brake 
systems. ThJt is not on ly illegJ I w hen being 
towed by most mid-sized automobiles 
(check your auto's operation handbook 

Sailplane & Gliding 

mailto:editor@sailplaneandglkJing.co.uk
www.dg-flugzeugbau.rlelsafety


tailoring r stri ct ions), but it can eils ily resu lt 
in unn c ssa ry ro<1d accidents. 

Almost all modern glider trai lers come 
equipped w ith ,1 tel -coping tongue that 
au tomatica lly apply i ts surge brakes when an 
aft force is applied to the trai ler coupl ing 
ball . The telescoping tongues are equ ipped 
with grease fittings that should be s rviced 
every year to keep the hitch's sliding action 
free. However, that alon does not ensure 
that the brakes w ill work. 

Most glid r trailers MC equipped with 
simple and old-fashioned mechanica ll y­

operated brake systems that work fine when 
properly maintained. During braking, the 
aft motion of the hitch forces a brake 
actuation rod under the trailer to tighten, 
and thereby to actuate both trailer wheel 
brakes simultaneously. 

The common problem there is that the 
length of the br·ake actuation rod needs to 
be shortened a hit each ve;tr or so to make 
up for the wear on t·he b'rake shoe . . There is 
a turnbuckle on the Jctuation rod under 
the trailer ,1 nd ahead of the axle w here that 
needs to be accompl ished. 

These simple mechanical tra iler brJkes are 
not self-adjusting, as they arc with modern 
automobiles. If one does not tighten the 
brake rod peri ocl ically, the fu ll tr<1Vel of the 
sliding hitch coupli ng will be insuffic ient to 
operate the trailer wheel brJkes. 

While you are working under the trailer, 
o il the meta l parts to stop them rusting. 
O rdinary motor o il works fine there. 
Dick Johnson, DALLAS, USA 
jim H,1mmer1on. [)(;; \ ('hie( Tr•chnic.1 l OOicer. replies: 

This letter tium thC' US applic•s equally in the LIK. 

Most car IJr<~kinl! syswms <~re only designer/ rn cater (or 

the c~¥tr,l <~dditiOil.lllo.Jd o( an UNBI<AK[O trailer .1 

spr-cific•d in the h.llldhook. Th<ert' is .J weight l imit of 

half the ker!J weight of thC' vehicle or r ukg. whichc•'cr 

is le~. A glider trdift..,- i~ 1110~1 nv1.1inly mon· thrll'l this 
so t1 servicea!Jic trt~iler hrdking svstem is essential. Nture 
ddvicc puiJ/i.<hediJ)' the liG!I c.tn /)(' found in the 1\M I' 

m'li1U<JI Lc;1ilet 4-10 .1nd L.1ws and Rules for Glider 

Pilors, scUiun If 

Devastation at Doncaster 
TED Hull 's letter (Cash Crops, October­
November 2004, p l O) rang a strong chord 
just a few weeks after it happened to me. 
I've fallen down seven times this summer 
(yes, okay, I'm a muppet) and met six 
farmers in the process. I'm always polite and 
immediately apologetic, Jware that I've 
invitclecltheir land and, to be honest, I f ind 
it a bit embarrassing. I offer compensation, 
wh ich always gets tu rned clown. I've never 
damaged anything (pride aside) and have 
do ne my best to cause the farmer the 
minimum of trouble whilst I'm on their land. 
I've been on two retrieves where the farmer 
brought out a vehic le to help retrieve from 
tricky fields. Howev •r, my last flight was a 
different matter. 

The farmer, somewhere near Doncaster, 
was immediately angry with me and nothing 
I cou ld do was able to p lacJte him. H 
demanded £50 up front c1nd had a tru k 
across the gat to stop us leaving with the 
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Paul Machacek didn 't enjoy his seventh field landing this year. See Devastation at Doncaster, below left 

glider. His clog was a bit nasty too and 
worri cl me. What g<~ ll ed me the most was 
when he sa id: " look at the devJstation 
you've caused" . lt was a flat, brown, empty 
fie ld (see above), and I landed short. 

There was a smirk across his fJce, though, 
w hen he saw my mo ney. Discussions on the 
Saltby newsgroup afterwJrds suggested a 
phone ca l l to the Inland Revenue, or 
refusing to retrieve cla iming that the farmer 
would be liab le for any damage we'd find to 
the glider if and when we came back. After 
all , he doesn't want it in his field anywcly. 
But we just left. If I had upset him then he'd 
probably only go and take it out on the next 
glider pilot he meets. And knowing my luck 
that could be mer 

I found his clog particularly worrying as a 
friend of mine had an A lsatian c lamp down 
on his arm as he walked up to a farmhouse 
in May. In today's increasingly litigious 
society I guess he cou ld have cla imed 
something there, but to what end? 

We need to mai ntain a good relationship 
w ith the landowners and workers, because it 
is inevitable thal w ' 11 me t again. 

Erm, especia lly for me. 
Paul Machacek, via email 

One Swallow ... 
CA I please apologise to Frecl Ballard 
(Wooden gliders and plates, October­
November 2004, piO) ior misidentifying his 
glider as a SF 27 (more or less wood, bu t 
with a steel fram -' fuse lage) w hen it w<Js in 
fact a K-6cr (definitely wood and fabri c). 
I'm afraid I didn't see him land at La ham, 
so I was going on seconclhand information. 
I do hope that he w ill fly from his home 
club, Nympsfielcl, to Lasham to reclai m 
the Wooden Plat " at the next ava ilable 
opportun ity, so that I w ill have the ch<Jnce to 
repeat my flight in our SI i ngsby Swallow. 
Oh, and thanks for the Jerotow, Frecl ! 

This Swallow was rc:scued and restored to 
flying condition by a group of v intage gl ider 

enthusiasts at Lasham after spending several 
years hanging from a museum roof. There 
are still some small holes in the centre 
sect ion fairi ng through which the suspending 
w ires ran. Apart from a .air electric vario 
(the designer/maker is a member of the 
syndicate) it is fitted only with basic instru­
ments. cvertheless, it has ach ieved a 
number o f fai rl y epic cross-country flights, 
most no1-al1ly a 300km triangle in the hands 
o f Ray Whirtaker that won an award ior the 
best cross-country of the year from Lasham 
against several 750kms in glass. 

However, if the bureaucrats of EASA and 
Eurocontrol get thei r way, it wi l l probably 
beCl)me ne • sary for J full y licensed 
profession.JI Jircraft engineer to fit 
"approved" radio trans •iv rs and Mode S 
transponders to al l gl iders at a probab le 
cost in excess of £3 ,000. Forth Swallow, 
unfortunately, th is coul)l not be justified, as 
it is sever.J I times the value of the glider, 
so it woul cl either have to be returned to a 
museum or burnt. Di tto for many other 
vin tage gl iders, even if they ar able to 
sa tisfy future airworthiness requiremenl.s. 

I really hope that a way wi ll be fou nd ior 
vintage glider to not only tly I cal ly but 
·ross-country as w el l, as many of them wer 

originally designed to do, with out the need 
to fit Jll these expensive and unnecessary 
gizmos. Even better if nil gliders could be 
exempted ! 
Derek Copeland, via email 
tJCJ\ Chtef bocutive Pete Stratten replies: cost 

j ustification i.< one c/cnwnr of the d iscussion we ;IT'(' 

currently np,Jgcd in w ith l;mh rile CAA and EA Si\ 

A different viewpoint on comps 
IN common with, I suppose, about 75 per 
cent of UK pilots, l'v never had rnuch 
interest in competi tion flying. Reading your 
correspondence pages I now reali e that this 
is probably a good thing, as I obviousl y 
don' t hJve the tcrnpcrJment fo r it. 
Geoff Cutlery, PRESTON, Lancashire 
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SF 25C Rotax-Falke 
THE IDEAL MOTORGLIDER 
FOR TRAINING, SOARING, 
CRUISING AND AEROTOW 

SCHEIBE-FLUGZEUGBAU 
GMBH 

I ) -~'122. 1 U:tch :t u. :\ I l.~ ust -PLtltz.- St r. 2:S 
Tvl: ()() fq H l ;.; l -i20S:\ nr -720R J • l::t x : -7.1(!C)0 "i 

UK Contact: Peter Se111e Fink 
Tel: 01293 885147 • Fax: 01293 8 73214 

, ~ 

Shenington Gliding Club o ffers Individual Tuition 
w ith Bruno Brown. Specialising in: 

CONFIDENCE BUILDING COURSES 
INSTRUCTOR WORK UP TRAINING 

GROUND STUDIES IN AU GLIDING ASPECTS 

All cour$eS wt ll be ta ilored to your ow n requ irf'rnf;nts 
but w ill include: 

./ STALL APPRECIATION AND SPIN AWARENESS 

./ LAUNCH FAILURE RECOVERY TRAINING 

./ UNDERSTANDING THE DANGERS OF LOW FLYING 

HSAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE" IS GOOD 

SAFETY THROUGH 
UNDERSTANDING IS BETTER 

Talk to Bruno on 

01295 258700 
www.glidetrain.com 

e-mail: brunobrown@tesco.net 

ROYAL DEESIDE 
WAVE GLIDING SPECIAL 

at the 

Loch Kinord Hotel*** 

\\(102' 
S.l.699. 

Onlr l .i lllile:; 
from the 

llEE.'ilDf: 
GI.IDING 

CLLB 

N/GlffS BED 1111d IJREAJ<PASJ' from J.110pp 
t) er:1 nc. t:<)mfO rtahlt: :KcommodatiOil, JtoOd fmxl, 

and :. (hl Sdec ti i'Hl o f :O.t:th \Vhi:-.ky to cnio ,. bc~ idc 

eo<~ I li r · ·. ( IJajjy r:tL~s a , ·;~jja l'tc 

FlfRTIJEH <lRO I' OISCOUNI'S fOR PAKilES 10+ 
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1'elepbo11e 013398 85229 
www.locbkluonl.cmn 

THE SCOTIISH GLIDING CENTRE 
p~ 

For almost 70 years our members 
have been enjoying one of the best 

Ridge Soaring Sites in S(otland 

Why not join us and see for 
yourself 

S(otland's Premier Training Site 
Training Courses for 2004 

Clu bhouse accommodation, caravan and ca mpi ng space 

Call us an 01592 840543 
The Scottish Gliding Centre 

Portmoak Airfield, Scatlandwell KY13 9JJ 
Web hnp://www.scattishg lidlngcentre.ca.uk 

email: office@scottishglidingcentre.co.uk 

GLIDER 
INSTRUMENTS 

(M. G. Hutchinson) 

PZL, Winter and Smiths Instruments 
repaired and overhauled. 

Contact us with your requirements . 

Write or phone: 

'Tanfield ' 
Shobdon 

Nr. Leominster 
Herefordshire HR6 9LX 

Tel : 01 568 708 368 

The Motor Glider Club 
offe,·· 

NPPL Courses 
RT Course & Testing Centre 
Na tes D ua l 

Motor Glider £55ph 
C150/ 2 f rom £ 70ph 

H (l·e 

£45p h 

NPPL Courses from £750 

HINTON IN THE HEDGES AIFIELD 
Te l: 01295 8 12775 

I n r L\suc iul io11 u;ilh 

IILM~ 
C i~ 

Tel. 01 865 370814 

Windrushers Gliding Club 
The Bicester Regionals 

9- 17 July 2005 

• The Regionals for 2005 

• Excellent Airlield 

• Good Facilities 

• Friendly Ambience 

Don't miss it - Put the date 
in your diary now 

Entry forms on our web site, 
www.windrushers.org.uk or ring 
Dickie Feakes on 01869 245948 

THE NEW WAVE IN GLIDING ••• 

A new operation offering a complete 
gliding package for all levels. 

Structured or casual courses, 
huge glider fleet, stunning scenery, 

discounts on all types of 
accommodation and a unique, 

friendly Kiwi atmosphere 

www.soaring.co.nz 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:www.soaring.co.nz
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www.lochki
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Offering outstanding workmanship, efficiency and service In: 
* All glass, carbon, kevlar. wood and metal repairs and modifications 

ROGER TAR.GETI * Motor glider engine approval * C of A renewals and general maintenance 

Sailplane Services * Welghings, 1ncludlng accurate in flight c of G positioning * Re-finishing in all types of gel coat and paint 

Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club * Hard wax polishing 
Nympsffeld, Nr. Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GL 10 3TX * Competition sealing 

Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861 • Home (01453) 860447 * BGA and PFA approved 
Mobile 07850 769060 * Canopy perspex replacement 

- email roger@targett40.freeserve.co.uk * Aircraft recovery 

www.sailo.laneservices.co. uk 

A new sol tion for 
your glider insurance needs 

HSBC Ins urance Brokers Aviation Division 

hwe put in place a facility for a ll your gliding 

insurance needs. Backed by l 00'1., Lloyd 's 

s curity and offering competitive terms. it is 

e rviced b one of the mo. t e pe ricnced 

aviation teams in the London market. 

HSB In urance Brokers Limited is a major 

internationa l risk management. insurance 

broking and employee benefits 

organisation.We olfer companies, 

partner· hips and individuals innovative and 

proactive solutions tailored to their needs. 

December 2004 - January 2005 

For further information please contact: 
Tony Mitchison, Aviation Oivi ion, 
HSBC Insurance Brokers, 
Bishops Court, 27-33 Artillery Lane, 
London El 7LJ>, United Kingdom. 
Telephone Direct Lines: 020 7661 2835 

020 7661 2883 
Facsimile: +44 (0)20 7661 2933 
Email: tooymitchison@hsbc.com 
Weh: www.insuraocebroker .. h. bc.com 

HSBC~ 
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Maintaining your own glider: dos and don'ts 
T HAS been a long-established tradition 
in UK gliding th<J t glider pi lo ts who own 
their own aircraft hav carr ied out som 

list was developed from the Cf\A list. The 
BCf\ are seek ing to ~xpand on the Ef\SA list 
during th c · nsultati Jn on Part M - the 
European regu lation covering continuing 
airworthine . fai r raf1. 

of the maintenanc th m elves. The British 
G lid ing Association's Laws and l?ules for 
Glider Pilots is reasonably vague on this 
suhj , .t. What is allowed (summary) 

In tlw world of powered aircraft, including 
motorgliders, p ilot maintenance wi thin 
prescribed limitations is allowed, and th is 
wi ll be extended to new gliders when they 
ar is uecl w ith l Civi l Avi Lion Authori ty 

R .pia ement of tyres, skids, wheels, 
h<Jtteries, seat harness s, window s, bu lbs, 
cowli ng, spark p lug. , r<ldio equipment, 
safety wiring and spli t pin · ( xcept those 
used on ily ing and engine ontro l systems); 
some instrument , general lubrication c nd 
servic ing and minor fabric repa irs. M inor 
non-structura l repairs. Rigging is included in 
the l ist of allowed tJsks. Minor maintenance 
checks such <b 2 <tnd 50-hour inspections. 
Refinishing the rlecor<1tive coatings (check 
weighing). 

ertificate of Airvvorthine ·s. 
Tor gularis' this across the rcrn<~ ining 

fleet of B A-registered gliders the BGA 
Technica l Committee has approved the 
extension of Pilo t t'vlil intenance to all 
privately owned gliders. There are a few 
simple limitations and guidelines. 

There are currently two lists of prescribed 
tasks published: 

For a full list, see the relevant documents 
<tva ilable to download from the f\ <Jncl 
E"f\Sf\ websites. These arc linked from the 
technical section of the BGA websitl', 
www.gliding.co.uk 

CAA CAP S20 section 5, Appendix 1, and 
EASA regu lation 2041-2003, appendix VIII 
(page 41-4/J). 

What is not allowed 
Eventually the CAA list will be withdrawn 

and repiJced by th ' EASA (European 
Aviation Saf ty f\g ncyJ list. If you look at 
the list of tasks it will be seen that the Ef\SA 

Anyth ing that constitutes a comp lex 
maintenance task, as defined in Ef\SA 
regulation 2042-2003, appt:ndix VII (page 
4 6), _ of A renewal certificJtions, structu ral 
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• Clear. unaml.ttquous 
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diSpla<( S/2a- '57 or eo mm 
• Easy i , .tallat•on - no 
tl.ask , no sqt,cl tng 
r:J62 inc VAT 

Fundamentals of 
Sailplane Design 
Ti1~>' .Jok, t d ltmtt text 
on Satlpl;m Oes1gn qrew 

""' o! the JU!har.i \'<ork w.th 
the Akalli 8raun5PM ·•g. 
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Small Gelcoat 
Repair kit 

n '" gr.Jrle< lrarn 
400 ,,, 1500 gl'l 
• 1x 1e..llh · dSa• ty Ktt 

•tx Co~K•t 

£15.99 inc VAT 

TEL. 01452 741 463 
M. 07860 542028 
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repai rs, adjustment of controls, damag 
assessm nt and anythi ng outside the list 
of prescribed tasks. Certi ficJtion of c 

Mandatory Inspection or f\ irworthin s 
Di rective. Weighing fa ir .r< ft. Repl<cement 
of engines or propellers. 

Recording 
The deta il s of the maintenance shou ld be 

ntered in tht glider logbook , nd signed as 
owner wi th pilot licence number if you have 
one. If in any doubt ask the advice o f a HGf\ 
inspeCtor. f\ny ma intenance outside the list 
of prescribed tasks must be countersigned by 
J BGf\ inspe tor. 

it is important that J ll mai ntenance is 
recorded to establish and ma inta in the 
complete history of the i! ircrnft. Thi s will did 
you, as owner, to remember what was done 
and when, and will help reassure any 
prospective purchaser that the maintenance 
history is complete when it comes time to 
sell and upgrade. 

What about club aircraft? 
Normall y, lub aircraft are not pri vately 
owned, <tnd this is one of the criteria for 
eligibili ty of pil ot maintenance. MJintenance 

n c lub JircrJft (or aircraft used by the club) 
should be certified by a BC;\ inspector. 
Obviously, very minor defects found on the 
Dl such as a missing or loose screw wou ld 
not be a problem, bu t anything else must he 
completed by a BC;-\ Authorised Inspector. 

Rigging your aircraft 
Although rigging is included in the list of 
prescribed tasks there is no ch<wge to the 
estab lished practices of rigging, install ing 
bcttteries, etc, as part of th~ normal pre-flight 
pro eclures. 

!) re-flight rigging does not have to be 
certified in the aircraft logbook. it should be 
recorded in the D l book JS part of the Daily 
Inspection if the ai rcra ft was rigged as usual. 
Normal pilot adjustment of controls such as 
rudder peda ls is unaffected. 

Club procedures for riggi ng ai rcraft are 
una ffected and th is can be comp leted as 
always, with a competent person supervising 
and record ing in the Dl book. 

Un less your particu lar club h<1s a poli ·y or 
established practice, a duplicate inspection 
is not required for rigging a glider. 

Further advice 
Ta lk to your inspector if you are un ure 
about any mainten-ance. He/ he will be best 
piJced to advise you on mai ntena nce issues. 
The pilvt maintenance scheme assumes th<Jt 
the person cJ rrying ou t the ma intenance is a 
competent person <Jnd ufficiently skil led to 
ca rry out the task. If you are not sur · - ask. 

Jim Harnmerton 

BGA Chil'flechnicat Officer 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Chairmen' 
Conferen 

O RE THAN 70 people, rcpre.enting 
nearly 50 BGA member clubs, went 
to th is y ·,ar's conference for club 

chu irmen, at Husbands l:losworth. As the 
event's usual organiser, Roger Coute, was ill, 
it was run by Dian<l King, the Development 
Committee chairman . 

After a welcome from BGA Vice Chai rman 
Mike Jordy, delegates heard about the new 
BGA Silfety lniti iltivc irom Patrick Na geli, 
who is le<Jding it, and from Hugh Browning, 
who has ana lysed gl iding accidents in the 
UK. A lively question-<md-answer session 
en>uecL Th is w<Js fol lowed by an update 
on the BGA's coaching operations from Chief 
Executive Pete Strallen, Chris Ri ley's ideas 
for a regional centre of excellence, and news 
of the Caroline Trust from f'cte Roberts. 

The keynote session, on motiv,l ting and 
retaining members, focused on Midshires GC, 
dn imaginary club so true-to-liie that several 
ch<1 irmen suspec:led their club was its model. 
Th ree exumples of good practice, from Dave 
Martin (0 rby & Lanes), John Dickinson 
(Strilt ford) and John Williams (Scotl ish) we.r 
offered beiore seven syndicates were asked to 
consider Midshir •s' problems - including 
poor utilisation, nflict between tri al and 
instruct iona l flights, low morale, and abysmJ I 
launch r<Jtes. The seven groups were led by 
Va l Roberts (Needwooci Forest), Charles 
Carter (t'vl id land), Roy Woodhou ·~ (Norfol k), 
R bbi · Robertson (Black Mounta ins). 
D ick Dixon (Southdown), Rog ·r Crouch 
(Windrushers) and John Rogers ( ambridge). 
After lunch and feedback, the event clo cd 
w ith topical briefings on ch ild protection 
(Phillip Burton), glider insurunce (John Birch), 
and th ' European S<Jfety Ag ncy (Terry Slater). 

lubs 1(1""""'''~J: B.th, \\11"', <Jrlh Dw>ct. Black Mounl>~n'; 

Rool<~1; llo.t<>ll\ Glo,; lllKkminstcr; 6<1rn; amb!idflc; Co"'wotd. 
O.trtmn< u; Derhy & l "" . Do1"'t; Ouk'"nc<. r st SU> • ; b>ex: 

1-s~<:x ~ 5ullnlk; Kcol, l..l~ham; Uot.oln!)hir<>, London! M•tfl:mc l· 

:"-J('('dwood hm· ... t; 'es -> V;:dley; ~P\)"";lf~ & Olt~t; 1\.'~)liolk; Oxford: 

P<'h.:rhorough ,~;,; Sp.1lding; Pt.'l1 mouth .w.al. RAFGI.)A; K.)l!h den; 

S~\ kville; Scottish, ' hitlbou1nr·; ~h llrl~ton; Shrup-,hir ·; ~lhdowu; 

Sr.li'Jorcf,hirc; Str.tlkH'd; Surrf')' Hills, llw Sckmng Ce.ntrf'; T1H1t \',dk·) : 

Upw:wl Hountl; VVcll.md; \•Vindru!iht'Jr'IO; Wold'\; York and YorkshiH· 

Left. from top.· Charles Carter (Midland) prepares group 

feedback about converting trial lessons to full members; 

another syndicate puts its thoughts on flipchart paper; 

Oave Byass (Booker) makes a point in group discussion; 

the syndicate led by former BGA Chairman Dick Oixon; 

Robbie Robertson (Talgarth) gets his presentation ready 

Right. from top: Dave Martin (Derby & Lanes), waiting 

to speak. is pictured next to Dave Ruttle (Lincolnshire); 

BGA Chairman David Roberts (standing) sums up: 

Diana King ran the event in the absence of Roger Coote; 

One of the seven syndicate groups in conference: 

BGA Vice-Chairman Mike Jordy (left) in discussion with 

John Birch, a member of the BGA Executive Committee 

13 



REVIEWS 

Wha doyo want or Xmas? 
lt's that time of year, so why not get yourself a present you really want? Even better. you could try to 
persuade a loved one to treat you. We've taken a look at some new arrivals you might add to your list 

Trail-a-Mate 
Hydraulic Jockey Wheel 
£199.75 from www.trail-a-mate.com 
THIS new product is a replacement for the 
standard jockey wheel fitted to most modern 
glider trailers and caravans. Instead of a 
screw mechanism, a hydraulic ram is used, 
wh ich has the reservoir on top and jacks 
downwards. it has a number oi advantages; 
it needs very little effort to ra ise, has a long 
travel (.180mm), and when removed an be 
used as a jack to lift th side of a trailer or 
caravan when changing tyres. To use it as a 
pure li fting device, the pin securing the 
wheel is removed and then a base plate and 
a side clamp can be attached converting 
Trail -a-Mate into a jack. Lifting the ide 
eliminates the need to lie underneath a trailer 
to change a tyre. it is capable of lifting 
1,000kg with ease. Shaft size is 48mm and 
the kit comes complete with wheel, base 
plate, clamp, and caravan chass is adapters. 

Phil Walsh 

Sailplanes 1965-2000 
by Martin Simons 
ISBN J -9808838-7 -7 
272 pages, 240 x 297 mm, hardback 
7 22 full page scale drawings 
7 60 colour/SS black-and-white photographs 
£29.95 p lus UK pp from: 
M idland Counties Publications (s e p56); 
the Vintage Glider Club 
and the Aviation Bookshop 

WITH Martin Simons's latest wonderfu l 
book his trilogy of al l the world's Sai lplanes 
from 1920 to 2000 is now complete. Th is 

monumental work is tru ly outstanding 
and is a must for all lovers of our sport. 
I cannot improve or add to the reviews 
of the two previous books: Sailplanes 
7920-1945 by Ann vVelch (December 
2001-)anuary 2002, p15) and my 
review of the second book: Sailplanes 
1945-7 965 (October-November 2002, 
p15). 

We owe Martin a grea t debt of 
gr.:lt itude for this permanent and vi tal 
important addition to the unique 
record of gliding throughout th 
world. The publisher's words are apt 
and comprehensive: "This new book 
traces the development of sa ilplane~ 
from the earl iest days of fibre­
reinforced plastic structures to more 
recent ti mes. In addition to the 
accurate sca le drawings, specially 
produced for the series by the 
author, each of some 120 types is 
illustrated w ith photographs, many 

of them rare and not previously published. 
Briei descriptions and explanations of the 
main features of each aircraft arc included. 

There is an introduction on the changes 
in soaring competitions that have taken. 
place in the 35-year period, and a brief 
explanation of the rnain aerodynamic and 
structural developments that have permitted 
vast improvements in sai lplane perform­
ance. A special chapter by a leading manu­
facturer describes how modern sa ilplanes 
are built. 

As with the previous volumes there is a 
comprehensive index and..a bibliography." 

Wally Kahn 

NO OARE 
.·THE SAME! 

Rather like our clients, who aU have very different 
requirements. Which is probably why they appreciate 
our policy of personal service at all times! 
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Phone, fax or write to: Stephen Hill 
Phone: 01765 690777 Fax: 01765 690544 

MEMBER a 
General insurance 
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Unit 1A, Sycamore Business Park, Copt Hewick, Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 5DF. 
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ENGLISH CUFFLINKS 

do an attractive line in 

quality Sterling Silver 

designs, including (at 

£45/pair) those shown 

on the left. either of 

which seems suitable 

for the gliding man. 

Those we saw were 

well finished and 

would add distinction 

to youdJtrire at the 
club annual dinner-

if your club holds that 

kind of event. Their 

online store has more 

than 100 designs (£45-

£495) in silver. titanium 

and gold; you can visit 

www.englishcufflinks.com 

or call 01823 400535 

CAA 1:500,000 & 1:250,000 VFR Charts 

YOU can now buy VFR charts on CD 
from Memory-Map rM There are five on 

each of the three COs. corresponding to 

the ha/f-mil charts, for PCs and palmtops. 

Each costs £49.95 and includes both 

1:500,000 and 1:250,000 coverage for the 

area. and (especially useful if you 're also 

a power pilot) licensed airfield plans. You 

can print charts, programme GPS way-

points into a moving map and show real­

time GPS positioning. You can zoom in 

very close, though we didn't find the 30 

view all that useful. For details call 0870 

740 9040 or visit www.memory-map.co.uk 

PhotoScape 3D 

THIS DVD offers you virtual landscapes 

of England and Wales. You fly over your 

chosen area to explore it at your chose[! 

height and speed. One region (effectively 

a county) is available for £24.99; further 

regions can be purchased on-line for 

TOP Secret War Bird is 

an extraordinary 

collection of images 

(many previously 

unseen) by official 

photographer Bob Bird, 
discovered only after 

his death by his son, 

Robin. His father flew 

with Robert Kronfeld at 

AFEE Sherburn, where 

Horsas and Hadrians, 

tugs, and top-secret 
prototypes like the 

Slingsby KL 163 were 

tested. A fascinating, 

limited edition book 

TOP SECRET 
WAR BIRD 
OF WORLD 

£12.50 each. The rendition is quite good, 
though we found screen refresh a fraction 

slow. Glider pilots could use it to go ridge 

running or view a potential cross-country. 

This isn't, though a flight-sim (no joystick) 

nor a conventional flight planning tool. 

www.bluesky-world.com 

Available from Robin 

Bird on 0151 639 6851 

tor £8.49 incl. p&p 

SEGELFLUG-Geschichten by Pet.er 

Selinger is more than a catalogue of all 

gliders and sailplanes at the Wasserkuppe 

museum; it also gives an insight into 

gliding's development from Lilienthal to 

first-generation fibre-glass. With 276 

photos (30 colour) it's worth a look even if 

you can't read German. EUR 20 incl. p&p 

from www.segelflugmuseum.de 

December 2004 - January 2005 

A TWO 
Extreme Gliding Calendar 

THOSE chaps down in New Zealand have 

been hard at work during their winter 

putting together a new gliding calendar. 

Readers of the New Zealand articles in 

the last two S&Gs wilt instantly recognise 

the style of Marty Taylor's photos - the 

picture (right) of a Per/an Project pilot is 
one that hasn't made it into the calendar. 

This will be a limited edition A2-sized 

production printed on photographic quality 

card. tt costs 49.95 NZD (c. £19) and you 

can order on line using PayPal at 

www.extremegliding.com 

For more of Marty's photos, turn to p34 

Win an Ozee flying suit 
THE Exeat flying suit impressed Ray Lambert (fell) 

when he reviewed it for S&G, so we're pleased to 

team up with Ozee again this year to give away 

one of these perennially-popular outfits to the first 

S&G reader whose name is drawn on January 6. 

Two runners-up will receive a fleece balaclava. 

To enter, just tell us (answers in this S&G): 

a) Who tlew an FA! 1 ,OOOkm Diploma in the UK? 

b) What type of glider does Gerry English fly? 

c) Which EU country hosted VGC's 2004 Rally? 

Send your answers on a postcard to: 

Ozee Competition 2004, British Gliding Association, 

Kimberley House. Vaughan Way, Leicester LE1 4SE 

to reach us no later than January 4, 2005 

Rules: One enlry only per person; BGA!Ozee employees 

are inelig;bte to en/er 

S&G - which is read in more than 

50 countries - needs no introduction if 

you're looking at this page but (forgive 

us for such an offensive suggestion) 

what if you aren't reading your own 
copy? If that's so, why not support the 

gliding movement by subscribing 

(£22.50, UK or US$65, airmail) using 
the form on p56 or at W\'IIW.gliding.co.uk 
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The all-purpose weather 
prognosis from the 

Big Brother Corporation 

AT THE height of Joserh Stalin's Terror, 
o rdinary workers cou ld be permanently 
cl i sappearl~rl by the Suviet secret poli e for 
"sabotage," \Nhen all that ha I h<:1ppenecl 
was a simple acc ident, like a derailment o r 

ngine fai lure. Mikoyan, th famed aircraft 
designer, was nearl y exl' ut eel becaus ·' the 
crashes suffered hy his well -conceived but 
hasti ly- built MiCs proved him to lp "<J n 
agen t of Hitl r" . Sta lin even susp tecl 
Russi,1' m teorologist of trying t 
sabotage ovicl <JViJ tion and agriculture 
by issuing weather fur -casts that w re 
wrong. Mercifull y, ;dtcr a visit by M ar·shal 
Voroshilov, Uncle Joe's r umber Two for 
many years, tlw Soviet metmen w ere judged 
to he doing their (admittedly not very good) 
besl, and the death squads were c lied off 
at the last moment. 

How the M ,1rshJI <1rrived at that unusually 
humane and ration;:rl conclusion I don't 
know; aft l'r cJ II , Soviet economic forecasters 
wt~re regularly hJuled into the Lubydnka 
and beJ ten up, or worse, for delivering 
predi c tion. that Stalin clidn'Liik -·, dnd th I.'S 
a very ~irn il a r juh lu WPd ther forecasting. 
you migh t say. 

However, ii the met o ro logist · hdd been 
rcgui .J rly j.Jiled, tortured and threc~tened w ith 
dea th as a m.Jtter of pol icy, one wonder. 
what sort of for casts wou ld h,we merged: 

"Tomorrow w ill hJvc, 'r, bright or sunny 
int~~ rvals with a 50 per cent chance of ra in in 
some r·cgin ns; w inds vari.Jille, occasion<J II y 
gusty, etc". 

H,mg on, isn't that just the sort of fure ·Jst 
w e gE>t on TV pretty w ell every dJy? Wh<Jt is 
the HRC doing to the poor guys1 

High-Fives for Jack 
- well, just this once 

We don ' t dr<1g our gliding force<Jsters into 
the Lubyd nka ( place w hi h I actu.JIIy went 
and s, w in Mos ow I<Jst Septemlwr - it 
looks qu ite pretty in sJimon-rJink Jnd white) 
for getting things nul qu it J right, hut we do 
inundate them under J d 'luge of whingeing. 
Like leeches, the whingcrs Jre alway. w ith 
us, a hardy br ed. 

JJ k H arrison gJv • a lop rat ing uf fi ve to 
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one p<:~rtic ul ;u- Friday this IJst summer and 
the next morn ing I sent him a rather grudging 
email to say that I supposed in retrospect it 
was possibly worth a five, but for my elf I'd 
had a difficu lt day. My li ttle trip up to Sutton 
Bank and bclCk to Dunstable in the ASH 25 
was not a walkover, c nd I heard scores of 
other people on the r<Jdio bel ly-.Jching about 
wh.Jt J hard time they WC:'re having; fina l 
I gs o f tasks were being c<Jnce lled all over 
the p lace. (That's the trouble w ith triangles: 
it's far too easy to hickcn out .Jnd come 
home from the first turn. I have always 
preferred ou t-and-returns, since once you 
g t to the first turn you've just got to get 
home. Burn your boa ts!) 

it must therefore have been a moment 
of great satisfJc tion to Jack to le<Jrn that 
on this day Russell heetham had clone 
1 ,OOOkm i.n hi s !\SW 22BLE and that 
Ed Downham heel done the UK's first ever 
800km Ff\1 triangle in his !\SW 27. 

That shut us up. For a day or so, anyway. 

A singular question 

Plat does h.Jve a bu lging postbag (ev n if 
one • 'elude thos obviou ·iy m isaddressed 
lett rs d manding overdue paym n t w ith 
menaces, or starting: "Sir; My daughter 
informs me ... and ending ... don 'l bother to 
provide a horse-whip, I shall bring my 
own.") Some are light-hearted and o thers 
dead ly s •rious. 

In th o first category, G uy (Husbcmds 
13osworth) w ri tes: 

" I wa away w ith a group o f very old 

What is the BBC doing to the poor guys? 

fr iends for the week nd ... dinner was 
already in its later st;'lges ancl I wa lked in. 
Twelve peop le were debating the plur<JI 
of platypu . it h<Jd been initial d by dis­
agreement over the offici<JI dnswer in a C]Uiz. 

Thio morning, even alcohu l-free, breakfast 
J lso was sim ilarly spent. C<Jn you please 
urgently help by providing the definitive 
Jnswer so w e may have , t least one mea I 
this weekend p latypus-ire ?" 

You'd hope the HusBozzers would have 
something more exciting to do with a 
booz even ing and a sober morning, but 
never mind. I sha ll tackl thC:' problem 
as requ steel. 

Here beginneth a lesson in ancient 
and modern languages; the linguistically­
challenged may skip to the next item - or 
the next page. 

Wha t the plural of piJtypus certainly is 
not is platypi. That would on ly be the case 
if platypus were Lr La tin word, se ond 
declension. 

The plura l uf p iJtypus, if it were a filth 
dccl nsion LJtin word, would be platypus, 
the last syllable rhym ing with goose. (Pay 
attentiun now, there' I! be a wri tten test. ) 

However, platypus i ~ onst ructed from 
C reek, and the -pus part comes from the 
word for foot, pous. it literJ IIy means fl at­
footed, wh ich doubtless says someth ing 
about my prose style, or the way I walk. 

Platypoda (Oxiord English D ic tionary) is 
i1 promising candida te for the plur<JI, but 
it reJIIy means all the varieties, species <:~ nd 
genera, of w hich your pl<~lyfJUS is just one. 
So your Crocodile Dundee gui .le to f\uss ie 
w ildlife might say: "There's a wonderful 
assortment oi plaljpoda in this swamp, 
ma te." He would not say, if he saw a male 
p i<J typus and a female platypus doing 
w hat comes natural ly: "Hey, those naughty 
p latypoda Jre ot it again' " 

So the search ford prnper plural is sti l l on . 
Referri ng to my constant compilniun for 
57 years, the Lie/rh .. // & Swll CreL'k-English 
Lexicon, I find that the Creek for f et is 
podes. So it should be platypodes, not to 
rhyme with Rhodes u r toad. bu t, of course, 
w ith Antipodes. Which is <1pproprialc, being 
as how thc1 t is whence the wee critt r ha ils. 

For myseli, pecbnt though I am, I b - li ve 
thflt once a word enters the English I nguage 
and i~ in cnmmun use, it ceases to be a 
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foreign worrl. So for me th e plurJI of 
pl atyp us is platypuses. 

Marlam Editor insists on ht•r prerog<J tive, 
the last word: 

"As for that quite diffe rent animJI , 
Platypus w ith a ca pital P, all talk of plurals 
is id le. There is only one- Thank God!" 

Collision avoidance -
progress? 

O n <1 more sombre note, in December 2003 
I rece ived thi s from Or John Crawfo rd , who 
is a parti cle physi cist living in Switzcri<Jnd 
ancl flying <Jt J Swiss gliding club: 

"Originall y from the UK, I read your 
co lumn (December 2003-}anuary 2004, 
p 16, in wh ich Platypus rctcrrecl to a non­
fatal mid-a ir co llision) with more interest 
even than usual. but for sad reasons: my 
club here in Switzerland h<1s had several 
mid-airs r -entl y, in our case two since 
2001. We lost three pilots. In ·ach case 
a two-seater of ours was in collisi on wi th 
a single-seater belonging to s meone else; 
in each case, th single-s ater pil ot "hit the 
silk " succE.ss full y. In the first, neither of ou r 
pil ots was able to do so; in th e second, on ly 
the rea r-seat pilot was. Each co lli sion thus 
involved "3t least one d ath " as you put it. 

"These miserable evenl~ have sta rted me 
and some colleagues thinking about what 
technology could do to help. As a result, 
four schemes have been discussed. Let me 
list them in (ascending) order of compl ex ity: 
1) Al l gl iders shou ld ca rry strobe• light s. 
2) We all ca rry chea p, low-power rada rs 
(they do exist) to warn us of anything nea rby. 
3) We .:tll ca rry a g,lCigetthat emits a 
constan t, low-power radio signal, with the 
glider's altitude coded into it. Any glider 
close enough to hear the weak signal makes 
a comp<1rison between the heard altitude 
Jnd its own; too close a match trigger an 
al,lfm. The po int of do ing it thi s way is that 
a hundred-metre ncJr-miss verti c,1 ll y is 
comfortab le; il hundred-metre near-miss 
hori zonta ll y is not. The vertical w,lr nin ~' 
zone would be set by the altitude compari son, 
the hori zontal one by th e range of the 
(weak) transmitter. In principle, I think 
I know how to do all thi s, but I accept th at 
the devil is in th e detail s 
4) Rolls-Royce vers ion: we all _, rry CPS, 

A database of dangero us obstacles 

December 2004 - January 2005 

Jnd vve all tr<J nsm it a position several times 
each second. All thi s data goes into an 
on-hoard PC (I sa id thi s was th e Roll s-Royce 
way) and an impending close appro<Jch sets 
off an alarm." 

Or Crilwford sent me another email in 
September 2004: 

" I'm sure you' ll be interested in the 
FLARM scheme, which is now on the market 
here in Switzerland. The website is 
www.flarm.com/ index_cn. htm. liasicall y 
it is what I called the Rolls-Royce idea : 
GPS in every glider, all talking to each 
other. Hcyond th at, th ere is Ll dat.:tbase of 
dangerous obstac les such as cab les, which 
also gencril tc <t lnrms. My own club 
(Segelfluggruppe Fricktal ) i. going to equ ip 
all our gliders, at a cost of (I'm told) CHF900 
-approximatel y £400- eilch. 

" ln form <~ ti on is displayed on ten LEDs, 
co rresponding roughly to the directi on of the 
target; that means with in 15° ah ad, much 
coMser astern. There are three grades of 
visuJI indication, th e lowest corresponding 
to "more th ;m tPn secomis" to impact, the 
highest (''irnmediJIC'") toil few sE•conds. 
There is an upclilte eJch second, <J nd an 
<l udio warning.'' 

I Jm glad the transmission -of-altitudes 
icleJ h<td fallen by the wayside. Since 
iull y-b<1llasted contest gliders dive and 
zoom as much as 1 ,OOOft in seconds when 
lift and sink are strong, I felt that so lution 
was a waste of time. 

I should make it clear that Dr Crawford 
had no connection with th e development 
of FLARM: the new system just happened 
to be in the gestJtion process at the time 
h was specul ating abou t the idea . 

My current unders tanding, from read ing 
the (less than p >rfect ly-translated) text on the 
wehsite, is that the rLARM system cannot 
immediately be us~·d in other countr ies w ith­
out prior permi ssion from the governmental 
bodies that regul <t te r<tcl iocommuni c<J tions 
in each case . So there is no point in you r 
rushing out and buying one unless )'OU plan 
to fly in Switzerland. l1esicles, th e whole 
point must be that a hi gh cr iti ca l mass of 
users in any a reil - idea lly 100 per cent - is 
necessJry for th e idea to work <1t Jll. lt 
wou ld be nec:essJry to equ ip even trainers 
and earl y so lo gliders and not just high­
performan ce machines (as ,¥\r Crilwford says 
"ALL our gl iders") since many co lli sions, like 
c 1r crashes, occur near to home. 

W hat I don 't know about FLARM is the 
ex tent to which it has been tested li ve in 
the Jir over Switzerl,1nd, and in a ra nge of 
situJtions : the busy ridge, J crowded gaggle, 
a routine club operation w ith a rni x oi tugs 
<J nd w inches, at ·arn cruising fast nea r 
cloudbase, a cont st fini sh <~ nd so on. 
The science of the intera cti on of the human 
eye, ea r, hand and brJin with sophi sticated 
information sources and the outside 
envi ronment is still in its in ra ncy. vVhen is <1 

piece of iniorrnati on a distraction? VVhat 
might constitute " inform<t tion overl oad"< 
Th<1t uncertai nly mmns we should avo id 
extreme knee- jerk reactions, whether: "This 

Happy to fly with anybody 

means there w ill be no more colli sions" 
from the Utop ians or: ''Thi s will make 
mici-Jirs rnore likely" from th react ionaries. 

Two guarded responses so far, from a grea t 
young UK pilot and a grea t o ld US pi lot 
respec ti vely: " Interesting. lt seems lik a 
short-range combinJtion of Traffi c t\l ert Jnd 
Co lli sion Avoidance System and Enhanced 
Ground Proximity \1\iarning System. I think it 
definitely merits trying out. In Switzerl and 
gliders get forced into the sa me areas/ 
altitudes by the terrilin , and conspicuity of 
aircraft is poor above the snowline. I wonder 
vvhat would happen in your averJge 40-plu 
glider competiti on thermal? I also ieel that 
some co lli sions occur when in plain view ­
th e pilots just misjudge the distance/c losure 
rate/ intentions of the other. Or· th ey fly just 
too damn clo>e." and "I would sugge>t of 
limited use since I would imagine one 
would have to turn it off in gaggles where 
most of the mid-a irs I know of personall y 
have occurred (I <Jssume that there is both an 
;uJCiio and visu,ll ,1 larm ?) Probabl y not su it ­
ab le n -<t r a cl ub site for reasons of too much 
traffic? ;:rn it identify only ships on or ne;:r r 
your il ltitude? Would he very useful in 
A lpine Oying if it ca n pick up w ires reli abl y, 
maybe also for approad)ing ri dge runn ers?" 

Rather than guess how it might work, W ' 

should soon stilrt getting hard data on how 
it reJ IIy performs, ,lnd how effectively pilots 
ca n interact w ith it. More to come on this 
vital topi c. 

Platypus takes a back seat 
After 47 seasons at London GC, Plat ypus 
will he retiring from fl ying as Pilot-in-Charge 
at the end of 2004. From spring 2005 
onwards he w ill st ill be happy to fly with 
anybody who ca n tol erate an old has-been 
offer ing sandwiches, drinks, pet•bags, 
anecdotes and unwanted adv ice from th e 
other seat. He still intends to write th e 
l) latypus co lumn until he is fired frorn his 
unpaid post at S&C, so will need to stay 
close to gliding acti vities here and around 
the world. mdbirdcr~dircon.co.uk 

PS Tiw AS H 2 5 ,111d ,, ten rh sharP oi d T-21 .1re now on 
rhe n1arket - I rhdnk 1vtadam Editor fnr the irPc plug! 

Thr· Pl<~typu> P<Jpt>r> : SO )'t'MS ui P"""'rles' p ilot.l )\l'~ 
!harr!b.JCk, 760 pagt•s .1nd lOO l'ct£•r luflcr cartoons! 

costs 1 T!J.rJ.) -LLJ .10 fhVp - /)uy at www.glid ing.cn.uk 
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Winter 
fly in 
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DON'T huddle over your radiators in the UK /Ius wmter. check out the fun to be 

had when there's a mp in the air and snow on the ground. Clockwise from top left: 

Flymg over the snow-covered mountains of tne Brecon Beacons National Pa.rk in 

Wales. "it's a beautiful area to fly over;• says the South Wales GC pilot who rook this 

photo. ·and with the snow on the ground, it was absolutely fantas/Jc" (Simon France) 

Prepanng to open the doors of Lasham's massive hangar (Paul Haliday) 

Just one reminder at summer: Adam Clark and Rebecca Watd take Viking T Mk 1 

for the firs/launch of the longest day (05.20hr) at 621 Volunteer Gliding School. 

which is based at Hullavmgton 

K- 13 on approach at Lasham in February 2004 

(Chris Williams) 

(Sieve Kirby) 

The countryside around Talgarth in last winter's snows (Robbie Robertson) 

Two brave (and well- vrapped up) individuals in a T-21 at Setghford (Paul Cooper) 

The windsock at YorkshirE' GC's htlltop si/11, Sutton Bank (Ate. May) 

A Rufforth K 13 over nearby York Minster (courtesy ofThe Evemng Press, York) 
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XK 1 0 "CLUB" VARlOMETER CLEVIR BOX VARlO 

£269 £299 

FlightMap Upgraded 
Flightmap is now available as Version 2.1 with enhanced 
facilities for: 

0 Airspace transit analysis. 

Presentation of navigation warnings. 

:J Creation of waypoint file subsets. 

Direct Volkslogger attachment. 

':J General map measurements. 

'::l Easier inspection of map reference data and thermal 
analysis results. 

For details, visit: www.flightmap.co.uk 

Illustration shows the airspace transit viewer that displays a map of 
each transit together with the corresponding times and altitudes 
from the flight. 

CLEVER BOX VARIO SYSTEM 
* See our website www.cairaviation.co.uk for details of this 

new exciting variometer system from the same stable as 
the ubiquitous XK10 Vario System 

from'· ~ 
~1r £'-
Aviation Ltd. · 

"You can bank on us" I . ' . 
+ New Instruments: PZL Expanded Scale ASI's. 1.5 Turns 0-140kts £129, 1.75 Turns 0-200kts £139, PZL Zero Reset Varies, Flask and Ring, BOmm (Glider) £219, Extended Scale (Motor Glider( 
£199, 57 mm (Glider) £219, PZL EZS5 Mini T/S £299, Lunik Mini T/S £259, American Mini T/S £269, Sensitive Altimeters £149-£153, PZL Altimeter £109, Mini Accelerometer £159, CM24 Bullet 

Pedestal Compass £49, LC3 Panel Compass £49, Vertical Card Compass £139 + Surplus Tested Instruments: Horizons with new Solid Stale Inverter, Ferranti Mk6 £329, Mk 14 (Coloured Display) 
£409, Mk31 (Coloured Display and Integral Slip Ball) £499, BOmm Glider rate T/S £114, Smiths Mk20 BOmm Altimeter 6 O'clock Knob, £114, Mini Accelerometers £99 + Radios: Delcom 960 Panel 
Mount £249, Hand Held £216.90, ICOM A3E £276, Glider Ba~ery Charger £19.90 + BGA Approved "Ottfur" Releases: Original New "Ottfurs" £199, Latest "Ottfur" alternative release for modern 
gliders- Aerotow CW400 series £179, C of G CW300 series £219. Exchange OM series £119, CW series £99, Spring Kits available all series. New "Ottfur Gold" Launch Safety Weak unk Carrier £9.50. 

CAIR Aviation Ltd, Steephill House, Felcot Road, Furnace Wood, Felbridge, West Sussex RHI9 2PX Tel: 01342 712684 Fax: 01342 717082 
e-mail: colin@cairaviation.co.uk www.cairaviation.co.uk 
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The Black Mountains Gliding Club 
HAVING THIS MUCH FUN CAN'T BE LEGAL!!! 

Average flight times over one hour, hundreds of kilometres of ridges and breathtaking 
views. 

At Taigarth there is something for everyone whether learning to fly or already a pundit. 

Why not treat yourself to some concentrated flying training - courses from one 
to five days. 

If you prefer just come on up and enjoy some fun flying. 

The club operates 7 days a week from 25 March to 30 October, 2005. 

For more details:- Visit our web site www.talga.rlh c eo uk E mail (Preferred) blackmountains~~ Telephone 01874 711463 

Tasman 
Instruments 

V1000 Vario 

• No flask- simple to install 2.25" • Digital audio LCD display with average 
• Digital differentiation for precise response • Variable response speed 

• Inbuilt speaker • Low power consumption • Voltmeter display 
• Repeat display for two seat installation available 

Special introductory price £315.00 inc. VAT from 

SOUTHDOWN AERO SERVICES LTD 
0044 (0) 1256 381359 • 0044 (0) 1256 381816 

E-Mail: info@southdownaero.com • www.tasmaninstruments.com.au 

fly the Vale of York 

• Brilliant site • Tarmac & grass runways • No airspace restrictions • 2 Pawnee tugs • 2 winches 
• 3 x 2 seat training gliders • 3 x single seat • 2 motor gliders for faster glider training • Approved site for 
glider pilot NPPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces • Full time staff 7 day operation 
• 5 day courses £330 • fixed price to solo £895 (winch & aerotow) 

Rufforth Airfield, York Tel: 01904 738694 www-users.york.ac.uk!-mdctlygc.html 

Ozee Flying Suits 

York Gliding 
Centre 

Tried and tested throughout the UK and beyond the Ozee flying suit has become an important part of the glider pilots winter wardrobe. 
Whether you are gliding at 20,000 feet or part of the ground crew an Ozee suit will keep you warm and dry. 

Thermal lined to withstand freezing temperatures • Breathable and waterproof outer fabric 
Available in H sizes and made to measure service • Available in 3 styles and many colours 

Prices start from £95.00 inclusive of 00' and postage 
- Visit our web site @ www.ozee.co.uk -

For colour brocbum contact 

Ozee Leisure 
RIO 497 London Road, Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex SSO 9LG. Tei/Fax: 01702 435735 
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32ND INTERNATIONAL VINTAGE RALLY 

From top left: SZD-22c 

Sld Mucha, a popular 

Polish ship; the replica 

Hols de Teufel on the 

winch, its hang-glider 

vario on the strut, and 

towed by a Gawron tug; 

two SZD-8 Jaskolka, the 

blue one is from the UK. 

the yellow is Zbigniew 

Jezerski's, who ran the 

rally; Chris Wills (rear 

seat) tries the SZD-10 

Czapla; (top) Moswey Ill 

~~----~~l..-~-.~--------- 1 

Soaring 
A warm welcome, perfect 
organisation and fine soaring 
made the VGC Rally's first visit 
to Poland one to remember, 
says Jochen Ewald 

M EMI:lERS of the intern<'ltiona l Vintage 
Glider - lub (VGC) aim not only to 
pr serve the history of gliding, but 

to keep it ulive. More than 30 years ago, 
vintage gl ider owners led by Christopher 
W ills formed this British club to preserve o ld 
sai lplanes in airworthy condition- certified 
and flown. This growing community soon 
mbraced bui lders of replicas of famous 

vintage types, and even aeromodellers, who 
allow the very earliest gliders to fly agai n. 
W ith around 1,000 members all around the 
world, the VGC is thes days one of the 
largest glid ing clubs in the worl d. 

Every year, its members meet in Europe for 
a big fam ily reun ion- the Internationa l VGC 
Ra lly. Th is year, the new EU country of 
Pol;md host cl the ra lly for the first time, 
and everybody was delighted by the perfect 
organisation and fine soaring weather as 
well as the warm welcome they were given 
by gl iding aficionados and the Polish publi . 
After a Rendez-Vous at the historic sites of 
)elenia Gora and )ezew (the former Grunau), 
the 32nd VGC Rally was held during the first 
week of August at Glivvice airfield. lt was 
attended by more than 12() historic gl iders 
and about 450 pilots, helpers and fam ily 
members. On the airfield, you fe lt like a 
time-traveller, transported back 35-80 years. 
Each morn ing, a huge repr sentative ross-
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in Silesia 
section of gliding history first filled the aero­
tow and winch launchpoints then, with the 
help of organiser Zbigniew )ezerski and his 
perfect Aeroklub Gliwice team, soon disap­
peared into their element to crowd the Polish 
skies as they might have done years <~go. 

it's impossible to pick out the stars of the 
show, because each oi these perfectly and 
lovingly restored aircraft is a star. Of special 
interest, of course, the Polish types- some of 
wh ich were quite unknown to the gliding 
scene west of the former Iron Curtain, like 
the SZD-1 0 Czapla, the only airworthy 
example of the early 1 950s Polish trainer, 
restored just in time to fly at the rally. 
Admiring glances also went to recently built 
flying repl icas. The replica of the 1923 
Alexander Lippisch-designecl Hols cler Teufel 
(the version revised by H <.ms )acobs in 1920) 
was built by Czech )iri Lenik, who brought 
his wonderful na elled SG-38 replica, too. 
Another little charmer was the Huller H28/2 
Kurier, built by Werner Kaluza at Warburg in 
Germany. Both gliders are currently the only 
ai rworthy, certified examples of their type. 

As well as fly ing, social li fe during the 
meeting was a great succe. s. Our hosts put 
on a wonderful Polish Evening with local 
food and entertainment. Poland is a very 
interestin' country - a fine place to take 
a holiday, with or without glid r! 

After a perfect rally, the vintage family had 
to sa its farewells for another yeJ r - and 
thank you to a wonderfu l organising team. 
We wi ll meet aga in between July 27 and 
Augu ·t 6, 2005, in Germany at Eggersdorf 
airfi Id, near Berlin, after a Rendez-Vous\ . 
at rlinghausen the week before. ~ 
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Clockwise from top left: 

Focke-Wulff Kranich Ill; 

Scheibe SF-26; Huller 

17 A on the ground and 

sideslipping on approach 

(it has no airbrakes!); 

one of three remaining 

SZD Kobuz 3; the little 

Huller H2812 Kurier; 

French M200 above the 

unique Polish SZD Halny 

world record two-seater 

Photos by Jochen Ewald 



INTER-CLUB LEAGUE 

Norfolk racing proves its worth 
Mike Jefferyes reports on 
an 1lnter-Ciub League final 
where Pocklington's o·ld eagle 
and Tibenham's young hero 
stole the show ... 

THE Inter-League Final is usually held 
on the August Bank Holiday weekend, 
giving us three possible contest clays. 

Of late, this has become cl iificu lt as more 
and more clubs run competitions at this 
time. However, this year the Gransclen 
Regionals was held eilrlier and so, after 
many yea rs of hoping, a rare opportunity 
arose to ask them to host the 2004 Inter­
Club League final, on September 4-5. We 
were delighted w hen they enthusiastica ll y 
agreed. Their Regionals team were ca lled 
back into a -tion, giving superb support to 
Colin Cownden, who took on the role of 
contest director. 

For the first time since 2000, seven full 
teams arri ved for the Final. Pockli ngton 
attended for the Yorkshire League, Aquila 
(Hinton, their fi rst Final ?) for Midland 
League, Norfolk (Tibenham) for East Anglia, 
Dunstablc for the Eastern League, Lasham 
for Southern, Wyvern (Upavon) for South 
Western and Bristol & Gloucestershi re 
(Nympsfield) for the Rockpolishers League 
- all grateful for the prospect of two contest 
days, with distinctly better forecasts than the 
three-day Bank Holiday had enjoyed. 

Saturday was hot, largely blue and late to 
get going. Pundits and intermediates were 
launched, but novices scrubbed. Best speeds 
of 64km/h indicated the degree of difficulty. 
Six pundits finished their 216km quad 
(v ia GAB, PlC, PET) led by Lemmy Tanner 
(LS8-1 8) for Nympsfield, who reported 
operating heights from 1.400-2, 500ft in the 
blue. However, speeds were so close that 
even 4th place scored 974pts for the day. 
For the intermediates, Michael Rubin of 
Lasham (Discus) was first of three fini shers of 
their 186km triangle (vi PI and PET) . Club 
scores at the end of day 1 showed Aquila 
tied first w ith Nympsiicld (1 0 equivalent 
League points), closely fo llowed by Lasham, 

Inter-Club League 2004 

Place Club League Points 

Norfolk East Anglia 16 

2 Nympsfield Rock Polishers 15 

3 Pocklington Yorkshire 14 

4 Lash am Southern 12 

Wyvern Soulh-Weslern 10 

Aquila Midland 9 

7 Dunstable Eastern 8 

· Note: Final League points determined from cumulative 
1000-point scores over the full weekend. 
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The winning team (L-R). 

young hero Tom Smith 

(who won a day a/the 

Juniors in his first rated 

contest, as well as an 

/CL Novice task): Ray 

Hart (with trophy) ; 

Martin Aldridge; Tim 

Davies; and Andy Smith 

(team boss). Anyone 

needing help for /CL 

2005 (there is talk of 

restarting the Northern 

League) should contact: 

Mike Jefferyes 

Tanglewood 

Fingrith Hall Rd 

Black more 

lngatestone 

Essex CM4 ORU 

01277 823066 

Pockli ngton and Wyvern (9 points). Clearly 
all was to play for on clay 2, which began by 
offering similar weather prospects, but with 
an easterly rather than a w esterl y. A slow 
start in blue condi tions eventually gave way 
to good cu to the north . Pundits were set 
195km via CWA and NOR, intermediates 
'15 7km via NOW and NOR, nov ic ~s 102km 
c round RUS and NOR. j ust two landouts 
from 21 competitors and achieved speeds 
over 90km/h reflected improved cond itions, 
with Mark Davis of Dunstable (Discus) lead­
ing pundits and Michael Rubin w inning his 
second day for the intermediates. Star of the 
show was Norfolk's secret weapon, young 
Tom Smith, fresh from his luniors success, 
who won the novice tJsk at the clay's highest 
speed oi 95. 1Skm/h (LS8-15, unbal lastcd)! 

Overall scores showed that Tony Kend;:tll 
(Eagle 2) had put Pocklington second in the 
novice class. Their int rmediales, Rob 
Nicho ls and Charl ie Tag , gave a combined 
weekend score also in s cond place ­
enough to put Pocklington third overall with 
·14 league points. Lemmy Tanner's second 
place on clay 2 kept Nympsfielcl in the lead 
in the pundit class for the weekend. W ith 

4th places for the weekend in intermed iate 
and novice c lasses, Nymspfielcl took second 
place overall wi th 15 league points. Tom 
Smi th's w in for Norfolk in the novice class, 
plus Ray Hart's two days in th ird place, gave 
a consistency tha t translated into se ond 
place for the weekend. Wi th 5th plc ce for 
their intermediates, Norfo lk got 16 po ints 
overal l and a narrow lead in a very closely 
fought contest. Congratulations to the 
Norfo lk team - League Champions for 2004. 

Congratulations also to all the teams for 
a well-flown contest, with some travel ling 
many miles for the two-day event, made so 
successful by the fortunate weather and the 
sterling efforts of the Cambridge team. 

M ikE' (!Vfike}etierye:>~~~wmmc.co. uk) .1dds: many thanks 

to Cambridge for mJking us so r--elcome, J llowing us to 

share their wonderful , irfield, to the org, nis r> working 

hard w ith met, Id k-sctt ing. launching, scoring Jnd 

gP..nerol control, together wi th very welcome cat r ing, 

which gaw us uch a succ ssful, en joyable weekend. 

Very many thanks, else. lo Col in Cownden, who as 

dirC'ctor ensured that nothing was forgotten. that 

everything wJs done so effectively and that the 

weekend was such a resounding success 

Eddie the Eagle i·s a soaring success 
BUILT for the 1956 World Championships at St Yan in France, Slingsby T-42A Eagle 2 (BGA 740) - The 

Mahogany Bomber - piloted by Nick Goodhart and Frank Foster. had such a lead there after six days they 

were unassailable. Despite not being having the chance to fly the Eagle until they got to France they soon 

warmed to the harmony of the controls. The 'Soap Box', then as now, has an excellent overall performance 

and is easier to rig than some modern machines. Famous pilots include HRH The Duke of Edinburgh and 

Bryden Mossop. Currently in a syndicate at Welds GC, Pocklington, Eddie the Eagle flies most weekends 

and. as well as appearing in Pock's Two-Seater Competition, was part of the team that enabled Wolds GC to 

get to the Inter-Club League Finals at Gransden Lodge this year. There it came second only to an LS8. While 

it's no slouch when it comes to cross-country flying, we all end up in fields at one time or another. and Eddie 

takes them all in his stride. Although no-one who fl ies in Eddie is ever rude about him afterwards, one can 

only assume that pilots' posture was different in 1956 . But what The Pocklington Eagle lacks in comfort it 

certainly makes up for in "smiles per kilometre".. . Tony Kendall 

Sailplane & Gliding 



SALUTARY SOARING 

Two minutes under a cu-nim 
'Table-top' model: not to al 

ontr I I t at 2 00' O n tra k to Lutterworth 

To Hu band Bosworth 

Spiral dive to the left 
1400' 

• 
S iral d ive to the right 

Recovery at 900' 

• 

Our anonymous contributor 
recalls the frightening moment 
when his glider was engulfed 
by torrential rain ... 

IT WAS the fin<J I stages of J regionals 
competition flight from The Soaring 
Centre Jt Husbanr!s 13osworth. The task 

was Buckinghilm-Sackvi lle-Lulterworth. 
The visibility had been bad all day and 
showers and/or thunderstorms were forecast 
for IJte afternoon. W ith 2,SOOft to spare and 
only 12km to go to Hus Bos it seemed I was 
well in. The last turning point was just a few 
kilometres away- then 9km back to the 
fie ld. it was a li ttle darker than it had been 
<Jnd there were a few drops of rain . 

Suddenly there was a little turbulence and 
then, without any other warn ing, torrentia l 
rain came from above. I did not fly into it 
-it hit me like <1 waterfall. 

The density of water was greater than 
anything I had experienced in 27 years' 
flying in many different countries- most of 
them much hotter than the UK. Visibility was 
zero and the noise frighten ing. it was not 
hail. Pressing on through rain in the UK is 
usually rewa rded with clear ai r very quickly 
but not this time. vVithin 20 seconds it 

December 2004 - January 2005 

became obvious that thi s was different and 
I started to lose contro l. The artificial hori zon 
had been disconnected in accordance with 
the local competition rules ilnd the height 
was lipping away very fast - nearly 
3,000ft/minute. Only then did the thunder 
and lightn ing st<Jrt. 

Nothing sharpens the mind like the 
thought of imminent death and I tried to 
<.malyse the situation. High airspeed, rapid 
rate of descent, compass spinning with the 
numbers reducing- a spiril l dive to the left. 
At about 900ft I eased back on the stick and 
moved it a little to the right. This produced 
high posi tive G and il height gil in of 500ft. 
Visibility remained zero and I concentrated 
on keeping the speed with in a normal range 
\·vhilst watching the compass ilnd CJmbridge 
for bearing changes. The ilirspeed varied 
between :l5kt <md 80kt. it was impossible to 
maintain a constant bearing. A spiral dive to 
the right developed and I overcorrected 
before, magica lly, the rain reduced a little 
and I caught a glimpse of the ground- ilt 
around 60" of left bilnk. Height then was 
ilround 850ft. Levelling the wings I set 
the Cambridge for Hus 13os and saw th<Jt, 
thankfull y, I vvas heading more nr less for the 
field, which was just 4km away. 

The glider WLIS fly ing like a brick and a 

Plan view 

' 
' ' 

·-

I 
left 1 

I 

Steve Long/and 

heavy landing at 80kt resul ted in a li ttle 
darnag but it was ,1 great relief to be safely 
back on the ground. 

A number of th ings helped me survive. 
The glider was heavy wit~1 water and there­
fore much more Stilble - I think J crucial 
factor when fl ying on basic instruments, 
al though it does, of course, mean that the 
gl ic.Jer accelerates filster. The recovery rom 
the first spira l dive was almost exilctly back 
along track, eventually taking me out of the 
torrential rain. That was just luck. 

A lso, the LS8 is good with wet wings 
al though how any aerofoi l can continue to 
work w ith that Jmount of water pouring 
over it is hard to understand. Fina lly, the 
GPS gave instant dire tions back to a good 
Jirfield w ith a long runw<1y- a fie ld landing 
would almost certainly hJve been a disJster. 

What is to he learnt from this experience? 
Not a lot. For whatever reil son the weillher 
in the UK is becoming mur ' ext reme. If you 
suddenly find yourself in unbeliev<l hle ra in 
with zero visibility then turn back at once 
through 180" and plan for iln early landing. 
Hopefully, thilt w ill be the best way out of 
the rain but when it comes from above the 
nearest clear air could he in anv direction. 
just keep thinking and fly ing- that's the \. . 
hest ch;mce you have. ~ 
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Join 
Us 

This is an event not 
to be missed. Make plans 

to attend now! 

ONTARIO, CAUFORNIA • 2005 

New Selections of Speakers 
Numerous Vendors • Exciting Displays 

Call the SSA for more information or registration 
at 505-392-1177, or register online at: www.ssa.org 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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YOUR DAY WILL COME 

Sieve Long/and 

Hebridean Overture 

John started gliding at Duns table on a week course in 
1993 (a frustrated sailor, who couldn't face the trek 

down the M3). He moved to Scotland and joined 

Portmoak in 1997. John, who flies LSB Zl, has all 

three Diamonds, about 1,000 hours and a 81 rating 

28 

A long wait for the weather and some good forward planning finally 
paid off for John Williams, chairman of the Scottish Gliding Union, 
when he achieved his 750km on a cloudy wave day last September 

QUEEZING 750km into Scotland isn't 
all that easy. Sooner or later you're 
likely to get a view of a Caledonian 

,\1\acBrayne ferry - and I've found it more 
relaxing to see those from wave flights than 
from thermals. For years I've been obsessed 
with satpics th'Jt seem Lo show lenticulars 
over interesting places, and have come to 
beli ve that in a strong north-north-westerly 
there was often wave well out to the west of 
the then most westerly BGA turning point 
at Lismore Lighthouse, oifshore from Oban. 

So back in September 2001 I declared a 
750km task using Portmoak, Bunessan (a 
homespun TP right out on the south-west 
edge of Mull overlooking Iona), Rhynie and 
Lismore. That day I actually got to Bunessan 
in lift just as the satpics had shown, but 
hadn't got to the more conventiona l TP at 
Rhynie over about .30 miles of clag coming 
in from the Moray Fi rth. I came home to 
Portmoak to think again. 

A year later lan Strachan was happy to put 
a few TPs (some of which wou ld be more 

suitable for yachtsmen) that lack Stephen 
and I had suggested on the official BGA list. 
Then it was just a matter of wa iting for the 
right day ... and wai ting ... and wa iting .. . 

The th ird week in September 2004 was 
full of promise- remnants of a bi ' hurri cane 
season across the pond. For six days the 
routine was well established: lose sleep in 
anticipat ion of what might be "the-big-one," 
sta re out of curtains before after and during 
dawn, awai t the first webcam pictures and 
satpics, programme and reprogramme the 
logger, then of course sit in the clubhouse 
wondering why the sky hadn't read the 
forecast. However, by Wednesday 
September 22, the wave was starting to 
perform - giving Diamond heights locally 
even if at 70kt the upper wind was too 
strong for usefu l cross-country fl ights. 

The forecast for Thursday 23 was for 
reducing wind, increasing pressure and just 
the right direction for the awaited task. 

So into the logger went the task: BOC 
(Bridge of Cally- just west of that inferna l 
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P600 airway) as stJrt and fin ish, Bunessan 
Pier as TP1, ABO (Aboyne Din net) as TP2 
and Lochbuie (also on Mull) as TP3. That 
Bridge of Ca lly start meant crossing the air­
way ei ther by doing all the airway-crossing 
radio hi t - or preferably by getting an 
acrotow under it, if on ly I could find a tug 
pilot. John Henry, bless him, agreed to fl y 
the tug instead of going stra ight to his own 
glider and at 09:1 7 I released at Methven on 
the edge of P600. As usual the be~t lift was 
in the airway but a dirty dive round, th rough 
and under the cloud gave a climb from 
4,1:l00ft to 11 ,300ft in exactly ten minutes 
-enough to negotiate the obligatory sink 
near the start and to be in sector at l O.OOhrs 
exactly. 

The line down track looked promising, 
and il ying at 80-90kt in the weaker lift and 
slowing down to 60 or 70 in the better made 
for rapid progress as far as Dalmally at Loch 
Awe, abou t half way down the 180km first 
leg. There lay a large blue gap, wonderful for 
its open view of Scotland's mael~trom, the 
great tidal race of orryvreckan, but a hit 
daunting for the next problem of crossing 
the Firth of Lorne. There is something about 
crossing an open expanse of water to a great 
w ild granite island (whi ch has precious few 
crash sites, never mind fields) that makes 
you ease back on the stick even at 8,SOOfL. 

Still, after jumping two weak bars over 
the water I found that the solid line of 
mountains around Ben More gave a reliable 
line of li ft almost all the way to Buness<Jn 
and a first leg of 118km/h. Good progress 
with the task w ,1s pleasing enough, but just 
being there in that sky and seascape w<~s 
ten times b tter. ut came the camera 
for a shot of Iona to remind me later how 
extraordinarily privileged we ar to 
experience su ·h thin • . What would 
Colurnba hav" given to arrive at Iona this 
way 1 ,441 years ago? 

Th samE~ energy I i ne helped to run back 
to Lismore easily enough, but from there the 
view was grim. The fine gaps of the first leg 
had merged into a solid mass of cloud with 
only a iew places wherl::' imagination or 
hope suggested there might be a view of the 
ground. The thinking became simpl - the 
be;t chance of a big wave climb ought to be 
downwind of the biggest mountain - so 
I turned north of track to try the lee of 
Ben Nevis. Edging in over upswellings in the 
cloud mass I found a gap north-east of 
Glencoe. lt was no more them a few hundred 
metres long and the same across- but it 
signalled li ft that took on ly 15 short minutes 
to double my heigh t to 15,000ft. From there 
I could see just how few g<:~ps there were 
to the east - one in the lee of SchiehJII ion 
was in gliding range <:~nd setting off gingerly 
I found it worked too - so did the line of 
Glen Tilt and so did the lee of the big 
Cairngorms as I approached Braemar. 
Calling Aboyne to ask if there were any gaps 
there extracted a reply from Roy Wilson: 
"rain showers, not launching at present, 
and good luck". reeping over Dinnet at 

Above: 'Out came the camera for a shot of Iona to remind me later how privileged we are to experience such things·· 

Below: Looking back east through the gaps to the Scottish mainland from Mull. The first leg had averaged 118km!h 

15,000ft I was bemused to fi nd I'd clone the ~ ....... --------------------------------
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> 220km second leg at l 07km/h. I was thank­
ful that I'd not had to go any further north 
or e<Jst, where the showers were blowing in 
from the coast. 

Turning Mound to head back to Mull there 
was still almost eight octas cloud cover, but 
a hint of an upper wave sy tem was visible 
in the lee of Ben Alder- and with nothing 
lse to go for I burned S,OOOft to get there 

, ncl found it delivering Skts to 17,000ft. 
This was looking promising, and there were 
actually wave gaps ahead! So I put the st ick 
forward, confident that I could at long last 
see where the lift and sink wou ld be. Result! 
Twenty-five minutes later I'd lost 8,000ft 
and was downwind oi track south of Oban 
wondering how to get back on to Mull or if 

I even ought to be trying ... Still, nothing 
ventured nothing gained and a push out in 
front of some bulging curves of cloud neM 
Lismore Island gave a gentle approach to 
Lochbuie w ithout much loss oi height for 
a third leg at 111 km/h. 

If I ould just get back to the mainland 
into good wave a really fast last (and shortest 
at 150km) leg should be on. Wrong again! 
Twenty minutes into the leg I'd lost J,OOOft 
and was ridge soaring over mighty Cruachan 
- 20 more minutes and I'd dived for a 
"certainty" of a wave cloud and dropped to 
4,000ft on the southern edge of Rannoch 
Moor, watching rain showers head my way 
at ,1n alarming rate. Time for loud expletives 
(if I ever fly a turbo the noise SE'n or is sure 

Left: edging over upswellings in what seemed like 

eight-eighths cloud, John found a gap north-east of 

Glencoe. 11 measured no more than a few hundred 

metres - but the lift took only a quarter of an hour 

to double his hetght to 15. OOOft 

to go off .:tt such times) then a resolution to 
use ridge and therm<.1l to get as far as I can 
-and to rather more landablc territory. 

At least I can take heart from it Jlready 
being my longest-ever flight. 

Two chopped-up thermals near Loch 
Rannoch leave me with enough height to 
clash downwind to a cumulus that 's not yet 
showering, near the east end of Loch Tay. 
The LNav tries to tell me I can Jlmost mnke 
it to the Bridge of ally finish -but it doesn't 
know how much gr<~nite there is in the wny 
of thilt particular glidepath. 

A mile short of the target cumulus there's 
a tiny kick on the vario and turning across 
wind the averager creeps up to half a knot 
- then one then two then four! In no more 
than 60 seconds the tired brain sh ifts from 
"forlorn hope" to " If I really pr ss on I can 
sti ll get this task clone inside seven ilnd a 
h<1 lf hours and break 1 OOkm/h". Minutes 
later I'm <Jbove 1 O,OOOft with 40krn to run 
and squeak into sector at BO for a last leg 
of 7Skm/h and il total ju. t shy of 1 02km/h. 
The SOkm home to Portmoak takes exactly 
15 minutes and Kevin Hook as Officinl 
Observer rei ieves rne of the logger. 

Thoughts on the w hole thing? As I write 
this I'm still mentall y replaying the flight 
every clay just to check it real ly happened. 
I've le<Jrned that if you keep trying and 
keep waiting in hope your clay w ill come 
- just make sure you're reJdy when it does. 
I've also rem inded myself that there is 
absolutely nothing (well, almost nothing, 
my love) to compare with wave fly ing in 
ScotiJnd's wi ld places- just turning 
Bunessan is worth more than any w in at 
any competition that! can think oi. 
Come and try it for yourseH. 

Connel airfield, Oban, framed by the reflection of the LSB's canopy release lever Above "7.9 aetas" of cloud on John's 755.9km. There must be gaps- somewhere ... 
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How to 
convert 
feet to 
kms ... 
Lasham pilot Gerry English 
made the pilgrimage to Aboyne 
with TK, his self-launching 
DG-808b, this autumn. His goal? 
To learn to use wave to soar 
cross-country distances 

HAVING "Done Diamond at Deeside, 
Dinnet" in 2001, this year I took TK 
(G-CCTK, my self- launching 18-metre 

DG-808b) to Aboyne to try to convert 
those magnific nt climbs into cross-country 
kilometres. Friday, October 1, 2004, proved 
to be the day, with J stable airmass and 
upper winds forecast southerly. The forecast 
was accurate, with Winpilot reporting a very 
consi tent w ind direction throughout the 
flight (wi nd from 190°), 20kt at 2,000ft, 40kt 
,1t 1 O,OOOft and 65kt at 18,000ft- perfect 
to ventu r westwards. 

At I O.S~ hr · TK and I self-launched to 
2,700ft AAL and Jkm northwest of Loch 
Kinord stra ight into 2-Jkt, climbing the south 
f<Jcc of the stratocu in beautiful silky smooth 
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lift. Passing 7,000ft and now above th , 
stralocu, the sky below and westwards 
was an ocean of white wave, with legant 
lenticulars 1narking the crests. With some 
trepiJation (where there is wave lift, nearby 
wi ll be also 1 Okt-plus DOWN!), we began 
to push west, tracking north of the River 
Dcc, flying across the we\1-markec\ vvave 
bars and steadi ly gaining height. 

By 11 .40 we were passing ·1 O,OOOft, to 
the north of tiP airngorm 1\ttountains and 
at 12.05 from 14,000ft, th Spey Valley 
was clear in a cloud gap below, with 
Feshiebridge comfortingly only Skm away. 
The wave bars now suggested a more south­
westerly track and w flew accordingly, to 
the north-west of the Spey and Loch Laggan, 

Main picture: leaving 

Aboyne in classic wave 

Left: passing 15,000ft 

for 18,40011 north-east 

of Fort William 

Gerry English 

re-soloed four years 

ago (after a 35-year 

bmak!). He holds 

Diamond Badge 

No. 647, with 437 

flours in sailplanes 

in tile last four years. 

OG-BOBb G-CCTK 

is based at Lasllam 

wave jumping between 11 -15,000ft. As 
I approached Fort William, a magnificent lee 
v ve gave a 6,000ft c limb, with a sustained 
Skt in the lee of Ben Nevis. There are good 
landout fields around Fort William and 
happily some good breaks in the cloud deck 
helped conficlenc . At 13.30, 1 Okm south 
of Loch Ei l West, we recorded n high point 
at ·18,400ft. With high frontal c loud ahead 
I looked for a BGA TP and at 13.3 7 turned 
Strontin (SR ) on the north shore of Lo h 
Sunart, unfortunately obscured by cloud. 

ow homeward bound, Fort William was 
sti ll in the clear from 11 ,200ft, but ahead 
the cloud g-aps wert) rapidl y closing. 
Reassuringly, Feshiebriclge confirmed they 
had clear gaps to the so1,1th, so with Feshie 
as a bolthole and a welcome tailwind 
component, we set course for Aboyne. 

Deviating on ly slightl y from track to 
maximise wave bar advantJge (in other 
words: no turning! ) and cruising between 
1 0,500ft-12,000ft this leg was pure mJgic: 
Strontin-Tnrland, 172km, 1 :24, 123krn/h. 

Over Bre1emar at 14.42hrs/1 O,SOOft the 
cloud deck below was now eight-eighths, 
(with a lot of 4,000ft cumulo-granite below). 
lt was looking like a "Tarland Cloudbreak 
Procedure" (letting down on GPS over low, 
safe ground 5km north of Aboyne); sti 11 in 
strong wave we arrived over Tarland at 
1 ·1 ,300ft. Happily, a gap opened over 
Ba llater to enable TK to descend in the 
safety of the River Dee va lley and run home 
to Aboyne. ABD-SRN-TAD - 340km. 

So, soaring flight in the UK does not have 
to end with the close of the therma l season. 
The members and staff of Deeside GC are 
very welcoming and supportive of visiting 
lowland pi lots. Aboyne is a great soaring 
facility with superb lee wave in all wind \ . 
directions other than easterly. Go for itl ~ 
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Join us to celebrate our 70th year of polishing rocks on the Long Mynd 

MIDLAN D GLIDING CLUB 
www.longmynd.com 

M GC. Longmynd. Cht~rch Stretton. Shropsh1re. SY6 6 TA 0 I 588 650206 

We look out 
for you! .... 

7 days a week 

Winch 

Aerotow 

Motorglider 

Clubhouse 

Bunkhouse 

Bar facilities 

Grass 

Hard Runways 

NO Cows 

01295 680008 
01295 688121 

www.gliding-club.co.uk 
Email: 

gUdlng.club@virgin.net 

BCA CONFERENCE 

Eastwood Hall, 
Nottingham 

Saturday 5th March 2005 

If you would like to reserve 

exhibition space at the BGA 

Conference please contact 

Debbie Carr at the BGA office 

for a registration pack. 

Email: debbie@gliding.co.uk 
Tel: 0116 2531051 

GLIDER fRAILER 
SERVICING 

Need you Glider Trailer Serviced? 
Book in tadoyl Our med10ntcs ore ...... ov•o 

experienced in rhe servidng ~::;~~, 
and repair or all fOrms ofT roilers 
in our (ully equipped workshops. 

Contact: PHIL REDWOOD 

workshop@centrecaravans.co.uk 

~~RAV.4,y<f Tei:OI844338187 

~ ,...._; 
:z: 
~ . 

Oxford Road, 

Tiddington, 

Nr Thame, Ox on 

Just off Jet SA M40 

www.centrecaravans.co.ul< 

The Premier Motor Gliding School 
* Courses or by the hour for NPPL 

SLMG & TMG PPL. 
* Bronze C Cross Country & Field 

Landing Checks. 
* Convert your BGA Licence to an 

NPPLSLMG. 
• RT Examination Centre. 

www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk 
telephone 01608 677208 

I 
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New! TaskNAV 2005 £44 
Great value winter season deal! 

o Treat yourself or that special pilot in your life to an excellent Christmas gift at a very attractive 25% discounted price. 
Deal price includes the full product on CD with comprehensive Help system and post & pack! 

E\\1 Task AV 2005 - is top quality gliding software- probably the best available in the UK. Provides comprehen­
sive flight planning on full colour topographic vector mapping, GPS flight log analysis, advanced maggot racing, new 
statistics and much more. 

o I 0 year track record; used by private glider pilots, cluhs and national contests from the UK to the antipodes. New IGC 
(2004) rules include the important Cylinder OZ_Correction rule for Badge flights and Records. 

o The deal includes a free update service during 2005 via the TaskNAV website. Existing users: please check the TN website for 
upgrade details. Don't miss out! Thi"~ outstanding offer closes on Jan 31 2005. 

Contact: David Robertson, 20 Duffield Lane, Stoke Poges, BUCKS, SL2 4AB 
Tel: 01753-643534 e-mail: Robert onDJ@Compu erve.Com web: www.ta knav.com 
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THE world height record for gliding 
is 49,009ft, set by American Bob 
1-i<mis in the Sierra 1 evadas. To break 

this record requires a team oi well-funded 
adventurers that can surf the leat.!ing edge oi 
mountai n waves as well as the leading edge 
of science. Former NASA test pilot Einar 
Enevolclson anci wealthy American adventurer 
Steve Fosselt took up the challenge and 
chose to base themselves in New Zea land, 
at Om<~rama . They have spent the last three 
winter· learning the idiosyncrasies of the 
mountain wave system in the country's 
southern skies. The endeavour is namet.! the 
Perlan Project, after the pearl-coloured 
clouds that exist at high c1 lti tude, and aims 
to double the current record. For Einar 
Enevoldson, the Perl an Project is about 
discovery and crossing into the unexplored. 

The deep roots of Perlcm are almost half a 
C~'ntu1·y o ld. Einar was an apprenticE 
mechanic on KLittncr's Sierra Wave Project 
when, as he says: " I saw some clouds that 
gave me the impression thc~t some big 
turbulent structure was being imposed from 
above. I remember thinking th<1t it wou ld 
be really interesting Log t up there to see 
what is going on. I had no idea what that 
invo lved." In his youthful exuberance he 
suggested to Paul Bikle, the director of 
flight-testing at Edwards Air Force base, 
th at they should get ur above SO,OOOft and 
take a look at what Glllsed those clouds. 
" He laughed and informed me that on ly X 1 
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and X2 rockets had flown that high and then 
only for very brief periods." 

Forty yea rs later Einar emerged as one of 
the world's best high-altitude test pilots 
after testing five planes above 70,000ft and 
solving the flat spin recovery problem 
in F-14s made iamous in Top Gun. \IVhile 
working in Germany in 1991 he noticed an 
image that look >d very much like the picture 
he held in his mind's eye of a mountJin 
wavP. The pictur was taken using a Lidar 
-a hybrid between a laser and mdar - and 
showed a be,1utiful sinusoida l pattern in the 
atmosphere between 65,000ft and 
1 OO,OOOft. "As a gliding pilot I looked at the 
image and knew it was <1 mountain wave." 

The science behind the Perlan Project is 
very sophisticated and requires ,1 broad 
reach of scientific expertise. " I know enough 
about meteorology, physiology, aeroplanes 
and aerodynamics that I can make a pretty 
good go oi it," explains Einar. "Originally 
I thought SO,OOOft would be a nice goal 
but then with some very careful analys is 
it looked as if 100,000 was achievable." 
Soaring to 1 OO,OOOft would mean flying 
out of the troposphere through the lovver 
stratosphere and into the middle strato­
sphere, which is about a thi rd of the way to 
space- using only the power of mountain 
waves. So why Omarama and the South 
Island wave system? There are a number of 
orerJtiunal advantJges to Omarama, but the 
most important of these is the Polar Vortex. 

The Earth sp ins on a tilt as it orbits the sun 
and while the sunny po le basks in summer 
the dark pole cools. As that air cools it si nks 
tmvards the Pole; as it sinks it becomes 
denser. The Earth's rotation makes the cooler 
air sp in like water spiralling down a plug 
hole. This huge mass of moving air is ca lled 
the Polar Vortex. At the outer boundary 
of the Polar Vortex the str<)lospheri c winds 
speed up a I ittle, like the outside of a 
spinning Frisbee, where the outer edge has 
a greater velocity than the centre. 

These are the winds that Einar and Stcve 
are seeking to explo it. If the Polar Vortex is 
not in evidence, winds seldom extend above 
the tropopause - the interface between the 
troposphere and the stratosphere thaL usua lly 
lies somewhere between 30,000 to 40,000ft. 
Surface-generated winds a n.~ effect ively 
extinguished <1t the tropopause. The Polar 
Vortex enables a wind field from 1 OO,OOOft 
down to the tropopause. F r a glider to soar 
very far above the tropopause the Polar 
Vortex wind field must be aligned with a 
iavourable tropospheric wind field. There 
does not appear to be much correlation, 
if <1ny, between the Polar Vortex and the 
tropospheric winds. Occasionally, by 
chance, the l)olar Vortex and h:lvourable 
tropospheric winds arrive at New Zea land's 
Southern Alps together, and the wave can 
propagdte to extraord inary heights. The 
Lauder weather station run by NIWA (New 
Zea land's National Institute of Water and 
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Main picture, overleaf: the Per/an team prepares to 
launch into wave at Omarama on the day the gusty 

rotor hit the airfield (see text at the foot of this page) 

Left: the modified OG, with drogue chute on the tail 

Above: American pilot Sieve Fossett in the cockpit 

Below: 72-year-o/d Einar Enevo/dson, formerly of NASA 

Right: Einar and Sieve prepare for another record 

attempt at Omarama. Next year they go to Argentina 

All pictures taken by Marty Taylor with the help of Gavin 

Wills. Seep 15 for de/ails of the extremegliding.com 

calendar (:Nww.extremegliding.com) 

Atmospheric Research) has recorclcrl more of 
these stratospheric mountain waves than 
anywhere else in the world: some reaching 
above its highest balloons at 120,000ft. 

Another benefit of Omvrama wJs the help 
ava ilable from local pilots. "Here the wave 
systems are reJIIy complex. I have flown 
here with Gavin Wills, Doug Hamilton and 
Mike Oakley and learned a tremendous 
amount," says EinJr. He and Steve used 
local pilots for Jdvice at briefings and as 
scouts in the Jir. The scouts provided sets of 
eyes in different parts of the sky reporting on 
the strength of conditions low down Jnd 
what they can see high up. "Our mJin 
problem is being there at the right time. 
The loca l pilots make us more efficient the 
whole event can go by and you miss it if you 
Jre not there at the right time." 

When a mountain wave is really pumping 
its power is palpable. The sound frequency is 
too low to be heard but pressure fluctuJtions 
generated by wave can be felt through your 
body JS iJ deep resonating hum. This 
sub-audible vibrotion can build tension 
similar to a bow being drown across the bJss 
note of a cello. I stood beneath such a wave 
at Omar<:una with Gavin Wills, watching 
Steve and EinJr- decked out in pressure 
suits -getting into their modified DG-505. 
Looking more like astronauts than glider 
pilots they finalised their ground checks and 
prepared to launch. The wind was extreme 
with the leafless poplars on the edge of the 
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airfield doubling over. Directly above the 
airfield a huge lenticular looked impressive 
but the prospect of flying through the 
turbulence to get to it was intimidating. 
All of a sudden, iJ dust cloud exploded in 
the middle of the airfield. I assumed it was a 
result of the wind rushing do'Nn the airfield. 
My thoughts of turbulence were reinforced 
when Gavin Wills explained the dust was 
caused by the wave's rotor. After I watched 
the rotor crashing into the airfield I asked 
him if it was possible for the rotor to force 
a sailplane into the ground. "Theoretically, 
ye,, to the uninitiated." he answered. 

Shortly after the rotor hit the airfield the 
Perlan pilots were in the air. Only one of the 
scout pilots was keen to fl y <md that was 
Wes Mclvor. The generJI consensus of the 
loca l pilots was that the turbu lence would 
be unpleasant and that it would be very 
difficult to get high because the wind w<Js 
unstable low down and the system was 
likely to destroy itself. Sure enough, the 
Perlan glider WJS back on the ground within 
un hour. Later in the afternoon I met up with 
Einar to discuss some of the risks of thei r 
endeavour. 

According to Einar, hazards differ from > 
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Space suits could soon be history if plans to build a pressurised cabin succeed (www.extremeglidlng.com) 

:.-- technica l chall ngcs: "Technica l ch<illenges 
e1re new but predictab le," he s<Jys. "They 
require a na lys i ~ and preparation, hut it 
you do your homework they shou ld not 
become hazarcis." Turbulence presents two 
challenges that could slip into the hazard 
category: " it is possible," he says, "but 
extremely unl ikcly that ,1 very large gusl 
could simply break the glider." Gliders arc 
built to be very strong- much stronger lhil n 
powered ai rpiJnes- so this possibility is 
remote. Secondly, one could encounter a 
sequence of gusts or fi •Id of turbulence that 
would result in the s,1ilplanc exceeding VNL 
(Velocity Never Exceed). Th is could also 
hJppcn during a recovery manoeuvre w hile 
at tempting to return to normal flight. "For 
the extrem ··ly high-altitude ilying we have to 
fly pretty close to the limit and it would be 
fairl y e,1sy to go beyond the limit." The 
den ity of air de rcases as you go higher. 
At 1 OO,OOOft, because of the low air density, 
th <: gl icier ce1nnot he flown he low a speed of 
about 0.6 JV\ach and ihe upper speed limit 
is Jbout 0.7 Mach. In other words, the 
thinning c1ir forces the pilot to fly iaster to 
avoid st,1 lling and thus closes the m.1rgins 
between st<t ll spec I and VNF. This kniic•-eclge 
gets shJrpcr as the Jlti tude increJses until 
you reach the altitude known Js "coffin 
corner" - wher sta ll speed Jnd VNE meet. 
Because ther is a fairly small rang, of safe 
speeds a change in turbu lence or a brief 
lapse in concentration can push you over 
the limit. "Flight above the max imum Mach 
limit for any aircraft will r su it in buff t, loss 
of control, or flutter - all unci irJble," says 
Einar. Flutter is a pmblem somewher 
betw en a technica l challenge and a h;JZard. 
N rma lly flutter can be well tested during 
the initia l test phase of an airplane, but since 
flutter is a phenomenon that depend on 
both speed and altitude, it ·annot be fu lly 
tested until it has been at all lti tudes. 

The P rlan glider is fitted with c1 large 
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drogue parachute Jt the tail that can be used 
in <m emcrgen ·y to limit the aircraft's speed. 
(The pilots' space suits leave no room in the 
cockpit ior individual chutes.) With the 
drogue deployed the pilot is sti ll flying the 
aeroplane, he just goes into J very steep dive: 
"\Ne can also use the drogue as an extreme 
emergency device, for exJmple, if we are 
rea lly high Jnd one of the pressure su its 
has 1 prob lem. We can get down to J safe 
altitude very rapidly w ith the drogue chute." 

TechnicJ I problems <~pp l y as much to the 
pilots JS to the aircraft they arc flying. Above 
39,000ft even breathing pure oxygen is not 
ouffic icnt to maintCJi n useful consciousness. 

'We are trying to fly 
higher than an SR71, a U2 
or any aeroplane can fly' 

This is bec<tuse ihc atmospheric pressure 
that, under normal conditions, drives 
oxygC'n across the alveoli sacs in the lungs 
to Lhe blood is too weak at high alti tudes. 
In add ition to the probl .m of hypoxia (lack 
of oxygen), when altitude increases the 
boiling temper,lture of wCJ ter decreases. 
As you pass fi2,000ft, water w ill boil at 
human body temperatures. This relationship 
is known as Armstrong's Line and above 
this Jltitude bodily fluid begin vap risi ng. 
Only brief unprotected exposur to altitudes 
c1bove Armstrong'o Line is su rvivable. 

Pressure suits or space suits create an 
arti ficial environment that keeps the body <JL 
a pres we equivCJient to that below 35,000ft. 
The person inside the suit breath s from 
a pure oxygen supply then exhal s into the 
su it. The xh led ai r infl tes the suit and 
pressurises the immecli t ·' space around the 
body, wh ich effectively in reases oxygen's 
parti al pressure to a safe level. Th ·uit h<Js 
a pr ssure-regulating va lve wh ich opens to 
allow air to s ape preventing the su it from 
over-infiJting, something that would 

hinder movement CJnd breathing. When flying 
at 1S,OOOft for some time there is also J risk 
of getting " the bends" - or decompression 
sickness. As air becomes less dense, nitrogen 
comes out of solu tion and forms bubbles in 
the bloocl. These arc usuall y ben ign, but if 
embolisms form in ihe brain or lungs they 
can be disastrous. If you get the bends you 
must immediately descend ancl re-pressurise. 
" By the time we get to 35,000ft we w ill have 
been breath ing pure oxygen for a couple of 
hours and that should get rid of most of the 
ni trogen in the blood," se1y. Einar. As Air 
Force pilots in the early jet d<Jys, we usecl to 
get the bends routinely but thought little of 
it. Then one day ilS one of the guys was 
landing his vision went tota lly red. From that 
day on, we all got a lot more seriou about 
the bends." Despite all the risks, Einar's 
adventure philosophy is: " first of all don't 
break your neck. My hero is Amundsen, 
who did everything so well , planned it 
so well th3t he handsomely succeeded 
in arriving first at the South Pole. it was a 
difficu lt job but he went about it the right 
way and he didn't hurt anybody." 

" In another five yee1 rs I am going to be 
rea ll y old," Jdcls Einar. " I <Jm already really 
o ld. I dill 72 now and Steve talks about the 
yeJr after and the yea r after. Even ii nolh ing 
serious happens you do start to lose your 
energy, but there is also the possibility that 
something wi ll disable you. Idea ll y I wou ld 
like to be the one to do it but I want to see it 
get done. I would like to figure out a Wily to 
me1kc this a Kiwi project. I would like to find 
the right people, put them together, and 
point them in the right direclion. They live 
her so they know the skies clown low, have 
a better chance of being here at the right 
time <lflclihey are some of the hest pilots 
in the world." 

it is, however, looking less likely to be a 
"Kiwi project". Originally, OmJ rama won 
out over Argentina because it has good 
infrastructure, and mcteomlogical re orcls 
show regu lar alignment of Pole r Vortex and 
appr priZ~te weather pJtt rn . However, in 
the past th re-• years -onclitions have fallen 
into alignment onl a handfu l o f times in 
New Z alan I while conditions in Argentina 
have been Cl nsistently better. Steve has 
made the call to hift bases to Argentina next 
w inter. Other refinements includ · Einar 
overse ing the de ign/builcl of a pressurised 
c;-~bin forth glider. This would make th 
teJm a lot rnore mobile: they could react 
quicker when conditions, re ideal. 

The problems b ing o.n ount red are 
exactly those thal were predicted. People 
have tried to get to SO,OOOft but haven't 
made it because they work at it for five years 
then run out of tim ', enthusiasm or money 
<Jnd give up. "We are trying to fly twic as 
high as anyone has flown in a glider before, 
higher Lhan an SR71 , a U2 or any aeroplane 
can fly," ays Einar. " lt can be done, but 
l ike all high-altitude flying, il tak ·s m ney, 
determination and persistence and < huge 
technical and logistic programme \. . 
getting the right skills together". ~ 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:twww.extremegliding.com
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FOR ALL YOUR CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

ORDER ONLINE AT: 

www.gliding.co. uk 
All Christmas Orders received in December over 

£20 \Vill receive a free gift \Vith our compliments. 

Order early to avoid disappointment 

More and more pilots are coming to us to maintain, 
repair and refinish their aircraft. When asked why they 
tell us they appreciate the quality of our work, our 
profes ionalism and our prices. 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:www.gliding.co.uk


FOURTH FAI JUNIOR WORLD GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The next Junior Worlds . •• 
Andy Davis, chairman of the 
event's Joint Steering 
Committee, explains how the 
UK is preparing to host its first 
Worlds for 40 years 

THE Fourth FA! Junior World Gliding 
Championships 200S, <J joi nt venture 
of the British Glid ing Associat ion <J nd 

The Soari ng Centre, w ill be held at 
Husbands Bosworth airfield, home ofThe 
So.:uing Centre, irom August 6-20, 2005. it is 
a great honour to be awarded this event by 
the FAI and is the fi rst time that the UK has 
hosted a world gliding ch.:11n pionships since 
South Cerney in 1965. The event presents us 
with a wonderfu l opportun ity to showcase 
Rri tish glid ing to both the international glid­
ing community and th Bri tish publi . 

The ontest Manager is Harry Middleton, 
former British Gliding Team Manager, and 
Harry has formed a teilm (known as the 
Working Group) to rl<lll and run the event, 
which draws on the competition expertise 
and experience of both the membersh ip at 
The Soaring Centre and the w ider Bri tish 
gliding movement. The competition director 
is Ron Bridge , the chairman of the BGA 
Competitions and Awards Committee and 
an exp rienced ompetition director and 
competitor. Assistant director is Derek 
Westwood, also an experienced comp tition 
director and competitor. The other members 
of the Working Group are all well known to 
regu lar competitors at either Husbands 
Bosworth or other UK competi tions. 

The joint venture is rmnaged by a body 
known as the joint Steering Committee, 
consisting of three members appoi nted by 
the BGA and three appointed by The 
Soaring Centre, w ith myself as independent 
chairman. In practi e, the ro le of the joint 
Steering Committee is to oversee and 
manage the pi<J ns and arrangements made 
by the Working Group to ensure that the 
event achieves the goals of the joint venture 
- specifica ll y, to host a safe, excellent, 
enjoyable and memorable event that 
showcases the excellence of British gliding 
whilst meeting vgrecd financia l objectives. 

Pre-Worlds/Midland Regionals 2004 
As a shakedown and prJctice competition 
for the junior World Gliding Championships, 
this was held at Husbands Bosworth from 
July 31-August 8, 2004. Overseils pi lots 
were invited to enter, and 16 overseas pilots 
;md many British juniors were amongst the 
60 entries. The competition was run as a 
two-class competition, Sport and Club, with 
an arbitrary handicap spl it at 99 per cent 
to ba lance the numbers between the two 
classes. Generally the coni t was run to 
BGA rules hut cloud fly ing was banned to 
level the playing field for the oversea pilots. 

December 2004 - January 2005 

The week's weather was quite di fficult for 
competi tive flying with soaring starting late 
on most days, fairly narrow weather w in­
dows, g nerally we,1k convection, some 
thunderstorms midweek and two short but 
surprisingly good soaring days at the end of 
the competition. Task-setting was very good, 
making the most of the ava ilable wea ther, 
and both classes achieved seven competition 
days, there being ix fi xed-course racing 
tasks and one Assigned Area Task. 

The competition was well run by an 
experienced team, w ith many of the working 
group carrying out their world championship 
roles. Throughout, there was a good, 
enjoyable atmosphere and th final resu lts 
fairl y reflected pilots' relative abilities. 
Both the overseas and Bri tish junior pilots 
produced some stunning performances. 
The lop British juniors flew very well and 
pressed the eventual overseas winn rs very 
hard throughout. W ith many of the same 
juniors returning to fl y in the World 
Championships in 2005 it promises to be , n 
exc iti ng and closely run competition. 

The working group was Jble to practise 
many of the procedures that w ill apply at the 
World Championships, and have been able 
to identi fy areas of the org<Jnisation and 
facilities that worked well and those that wi ll 
need some changes and improvement. 

The 2005 World Championships 
The hampionships will be a two-class 
competition, Club Clilss and Standard Class, 
flown to a set of ru les approved by the FA!. 
Every nation may enter two pilots per class 
with an add itional reserve pi lot per class . 
Acceptance of reserve pilot entries (that is, 
the third pilot per class) will be confirmed 
earl y in 2005 following the closing date for 
provisional entries. The total entry w ill be 
limi ted to 80 competitors. 

Make no mistake, this is a very big 
competition and has a very large budget to 
make sure that the event is run to qual ity 
standards appropriate to a major international 
qual ity event. The total budget at the time of 
writing is £80,000. Income for the ev"nt 
w ill be from entry fees, camping charges, a 
generous Lottery grant awarded by UK Sport 
and sponsorship. We are very gratefu l to 
those sponsors - AFE/RD Aviation, ASTRAC, 
Jo int Avia tion and Norfolk Line - who have 
already come on board. However further 
major sponsors <J re required to ensure that 
the event breaks even financia lly and so the 
BGA has engaged Quo Vadis, a special ist 
pub/ ic relations company, to assist with the 
search for sponsors. 

Nevertheless, if any reader has any lead 
however tenuous which might lead to 
further sponsorship of any kind for the event, 
please contact our sponsorship coordinator, 
Mar ilyn Hood (mari/ynhood@tiscali.co.uk or 
sponsorship@worldgliding2005.com). 

Jon Meyer (of Bristol & Glos GC) was the highest-placed 

Brit in the 2004 pre-worlds (see p48 for full results). He 

has been chosen for British junior team, with /an Craigie 

(The Soaring Centre); Mark Holden (Portsmouth Naval); 

Andy May (London); Mark Parker (Bnstol & Glos) and 

John Roberts (Midland) www.whiteplanes.com 

The website (www.worldgliding2005.com) 
has more information, including links to 
sponsors, and w ill be updated daily during 
the competition with the latest news and 
resu lts. Please visit our website and link to 
our sponsors' websites. Ask your friends to 
visit the webs ite: the more hits the merrier 
and the greater th impact on our sponsors. 

Man of the overseas junior competitors, 
particularly thos from outside Europe, need 
to find a UK-based glider to fly in the 
competition. If you Jre the owner of a Club 
Class or Standard Class glider and you are 
w illing to lend, hir or swap your gl ider for 
the use of an overseas cpmpetitor, please 
visit the gl ider hire bullet in board on the 
website for more information and enter 
your det<Ji ls (from the home page, c lick 
" information" then "glider hire" ). This could 
be your opportunity to arrange a few weeks 
fl ying at some exotic overseas location in 
return ior lending your glider to, n overseas 
competi tor at the World Championships. 

Vi~ilors, both glidi ng and non-gliding, w ill 
be welcome at the event. There w ill be infor­
mation boards, junior \l\lorlds merchandise, 
glid ing ~imulator, rea l-time scoring, great 
catering and fast low smoking finishes. lt 
should be exci ting .:md fun. 

There is still much work to do. Working to 
an agreed schedule, the Working Group is 
busy putti ng the fin ishing touches to the 
loca l rules and procedures for the event. 
FJcilities for briefing, scoring, IT, camping, 
catering, parking and visitors need to be 
fina lised. A ll those involved w ith the event 
are working hard to ensurt' that we host a 
truly memorJble, enjoyable and exci ting 
event, which properly reflects the 
excellence of British gliding. 
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TWO-SEATER COMPETITION 

How to score best at Pocklington 
Mike Terry of Dukeries GC 
gives a (highly) personal 
account of this year's 
Two-Seater Competition 

0 UR syndicate <J nd 40 other gliders 
went, as usuJI, to the f\ cklington 
Tvvo-Seater Competi tion last August. 

You remember - the middle of the 2004 
monsoon season. The objective of most 
contests is to w in; indeed, some pundi ts 
wan t to win more than anything else. There 
are, however·, several of us who go to enjoy 
the fellowship of like-minded dipsomaniacs 
who love communal fl ying. There are, of 
cour ·e, a number of mini-comps, too, the 
most noticeable this year being the unofficial 
World Capstan Championships (four aircra ft 
taking part). M any other pilots, where more 
than one aircraft is from the same club, just 
want to beat club mates. In our e<1se, we 
had the objec:tiv of not coming last. 

Fl ying during th , Brit ish monsoon ha its 
problems. Firstl y, the wet weather does not 
assist soaring. Secondl y, paddling ankle­
deep in water from the bar to the caravan 
when the Jrti ficia l horizon is toppling clue 
to an xv ss oi alcohol becomes a difficult 
NAVEX. The soft earth made the tugmaster 
decide that field retrieves should not be 
allowed unless Wolcls G could import 
a SunderiJnd flying hoat. Unfortunately, 
our trailer had had a roman tic interlude at 
Sutton Bank during the w inter when during 
a ga le it mounted a DG-1 00 trailer. Alas, 
it never recovered from the excitement, so 
we decided that if we couldn't land at an 
airfield for an acrotow retrieve then we 
wouldn't go. VVhat a way to enter a compr 

Still, the day arri ved when I could stand iL 
no more. Cu popping ilncl the sky looking 
not too bad. Remember our objectives (beat 
the other cl ub gl ider/don' t come last)? My 
wooden class gl ider - don't know why it's 
in this cla. s, it's all hloody metal - was up 
against our Janus so no hance of beating it, 
rea lly. He was three rows ahead on the grid 
but as he launched I knew we were going to 
at least try. W hy is it that w hen it's your turn 
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Right: the grid. The resulls were: 

1. A Me/vi/le: 2. B Bromw1ch: 

3. 0 Sharp; 4, S Ruffle 5. J lnglis: 

6. T Parker: 7, T Crooks: 8. K L/oyd: 

9. A McWhirter; 10. R Verdier; 

11. M Rober1s: 12. A Gillson: 

13. C Fox: 14, T Challoner; 

15. A She/don; 16. M Jordy; 

17, B Brown; 18. J Swannack; 

19, R Nichols: 20, M Pagram; 

21. M Haddon; 22. A Rober1s; 

23. R Jackson: 24. York GC: 25. 0 Bell: 

26. 0 Olxon: 27. A Lyth; 28, R Walker; 

29. P Oesmond: 30. R Grant: 

3 1. 0 Gill; 32. 8 Hooson: 

33, 0 Red/earn: 34. 0 Skerry: 

35. P Redshaw: 36. J Oavies; 

37, R Hardy; 38, J Rogers; 

39, M Huddart: 40, M Terry 

41. S Whilfaker 

(photo: Mike Terry) 

to follow the tug skyward the cu van ish? 
I decided on a task of Pocklington-Thi rsk 
out-and-return (couldn't risk a landout). 
As we reached 1 ,800ft the vario indicated 
lift (6kts behind a Cub is li ft). it took a while 
before we managed to find it again and it 
was tight but we cl imbed. As it died we saw 
a fair cloud over Full Sutton so pressed on 
over to see if it was any better. The climb 

'There are many ways 
to score and the BGA 

doesn't regulate them all' 

was good but drift was getting impressive, 
too. Track lay north-west but the sky was 
dead: one or two big wings were push ing 
on but it was not for us. The only energy 
apparent in the sky wils downwind, over the 
Wolds, so we headed off to investigJte. 

We searched under a promising loud and 
even tually centred on a reasonabl " thermal . 
The fleet started to join us - including the 
big wings who had explored the w ilderness. 

Capstan A23 left as the lift deteriorated 
and I soon fo llowed with a long glide 
towJrcls the white horse at Su tton Bank, 
clearly visible (!like easy navigation). The 

spreaclout had no li ft underneath but as I 
flew towards sunl ight west of Castle Howard 
I spotted a gaggle climbing in the sunsh ine. 
This thermal left a goodly portion of the fleet 
well downwind of track. Even Helmsley was 
west of us. Analysis of the logger trace 
shows that the wind was 22 kt cross-track. 
By now we were almost due eJst of Sutton 
Bank and needed to fl y directly into w ind. 
The sky st ill showed little sign of cu. 
A quick ca lculation on Mk1 fi ngers suggest cl 
I'd have enough h ight to make Thirsk so I 
decided to sneak round Sutton Bank's south 
ridge and p<lrk there to find a thermal. 

Good plan, I thought. WRONG.The vario 
needle went down; the ground was rising. 
The logger trace showed 7.5kts down and 
heavy sink was sustained, leaving me l itt le 
choice but to backtrack to a nice stubble 
field. Now I bow to you1experts, but the 
w ind was wrong for cur/over from the high 
ground and I think it was wave that sank me. 

All over? Definitely not. 
The landowner came to see us (nice not 

to have to find him) and he turned out to be 
a Peer of the Re<Ji m. We were invi ted to 
explore the walks down by the river whi lst 
wa iting for a retrieve. P2 was my intended 
bride so we had a very romantic walk down 
by the river amongst what I th ink were 
orchids. I have to point out that there are 
many ways to score and the BGA doesn't 
regulate them all. 

In the meantime, our )Jnus had managed 
to find a thermal at the start and had gone 
through the start l ine at me x height and 
commenced his final glide into a field. 
Half the distance but won on speed points 
beating me by 20 (ver)') odd po ints. 

While I don't th ink I' ll ever understand 
how competitions award po ints, I wou ldn't 
change my score for anything. 
Mike ildds: if you h,1vcn 't tr ied the two- Jter comp 

(www.wokls-glid ing.org. uk) then yo u 're mi.<sing 

o ut on ,1 s reat fun omp - than k you, Wofrfs 

Sailplane & Gliding 



OPEN CLASS NATIONALS 

Russell's 2005 hat trick 
In 2004, as well as achieving the UK's first FAI 1 ,OOOkm, Russell Cheetham (right) won two 
Open Class contests: the Europeans, and the Nationals. Here Russell reports on the latter, 
which was held from August 21-29 at Tibenham in Norfolk 

TWE i\.JTY-FOUR pilots converged on 
Tibenham for this yea r's Open Class 
Nationals. Fresh from my go ld medal 

scoop <J l tiP European Championships in 
Lithuania, I was determined to maintain my 
winning streak but I was sure that th ere 
would be sever;_ll pil o ts eqLiipped with the 
ski lis to give me a seriou s run for my money. 
In particular, my long-time British team 
partner Peter Harvey woul d no doubt have 
something to say about it. With several new 
and talented pilots like Kim Tippl , Afandi 
Darlington, Richard Browne and John Tann er 
now beginning to appreciate the facets of 
Open Class, plus the attendance of all the 
regui <HS, it would ensure a good contest 
- Js long as th e weather was kind to us. 

Arriving in pouring stormy r, in on Friday 
evening, we could perh i:l ps h;wc Jntic ipated 
the worst, consid 'ring th e poor summer 
this year. However, th e forecast was for two 
reasonable · aring clays before th e onset of 
unsettl ed we, rher. lt was nonetheless with 
some surprise that on Saturday morning we 
were told to expect a fine day. A 416km 
yo-yo - to St Neots, back to Mendlesham 
mast, west again to Sackville Farm and th en 
home - w as proudly issueci at briefing. 
Had W ea therjack and th e task-setter lost 
their marbles or were we going to h;w e a 
romp round? 

We 13unched into a rapidly develop ing 
sky and once the gi:lte had been open for 

some considerable time, I found myself in a 
good position to st<Jrt, hoppy with conditions 
on track bur not really prepared to hang 
amund any longer as late st<Jrting was a 
big risk. Peter Harvey was w ith me, surdy 
thinking much the same but presumably 
keen to start a couple of minutes after me 
and gain :1 possibl e competitive advantage, 
especially if I was to encourage 3 large 
gaggle down tri:l ck with me. To short-c ircuit 
this situation and avoid losing what was 
probably the ideal starting tim e, an agreed 
start togeth r was suggested on the radio. 
Pcte responded instantly and we set off 
without the attentions of most of the other 
competitors, who had either left long ago 
or were elsewhere waiting to start. 

Our two gliders parted immediately and 
we never spoke aga in because we chose 
compl etely different routing strategies, mine 
being significantly better initially allowing 
me to get a little ahead. I would not see 
Pete ag in for the next two hours. My flight 
continued quite w ell but I was aware that 
there had been several sl ow bits. I felt sure 
that ground was being lost to othe1· pilots 
but had seen nobody to prove this. After 
rounding Sackville quite low, I spotted Pete, 
1 ,OOOft above me and a couple of kilom etres 
ah ad, heading towa rds a ma turing street 
th at should yield a good climb to get us near 
to final glide. Luck was with me as Pete fl ew 
to a Skr th ermal missing th e 8-9kt one that 

Above: despite some bad weather. the Opens managed five days (John Wi/liams) 

(www.whiteptanes.com) Right: Kim Tipple earned a Europeans place from his third place in this camp 

December 2004 - January 2005 

I managed to core behind him. lt was worth 
Pete's whil e tu come back to my climb i:lnd 
we both circl ed together, now at simii <J r 
altitude. Leaving together at cloudbase, we 
continued along th e street and it became 
increasingly clea r thJt w e might w ell 
bounce in without a furth er climb. Wheth er 
by slightly better routing or perhaps gliding a 
little more adventurously, I w as able to pull 
out <J lead of 30 seconds or so by the time 
we reached finish line and won th e d<Jy 
most fortun ately at 111 km/h. With Pete a 
cl ose second, Kim Tipple took excell ent 
Jdvantage of a br,1ve lilte start and nearly 
aced th e day by propelling his Nimbus 30 
to third at 11 O.Skm/h. Twenty-one of th e 23 
gliders laun ched compl ' t d th e task. 

Sunday dawned bright and condition s 
were expected to be exce llent aga in but 
th ere were doubts about th e length of soaring 
day with ,1n approaching front so a Glutious 
303km ta sk was set (GrJnsclen, Svvanton 
Morley and Lavenham). This time, I decided 
to start quite early and despite having little 
in the way of mJrkers was pl eased with 
progress, stopping for nothing less that 6kt. 
Most of th e grid st rted 10 to 20 minutes 
later and had a simil ar romp round. At th e 
final turn, I fell into a hole and spent whi:lt 
seemed lik€ an age (but was probably less 
than 10 minutes) d igg ing mys •lf out to get 
on to final glide. Pete Harvey had no such 
slow spot and won the clay convincingly Jt P 
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OPEN CLASS NATIONALS 

2>- 126.7km/h, a full 6km/h faster thun second­
placed Peter Sh ard. I managed third place 
at 119.8km/h, w ith half the grid exceeding 
11 Okm/h. This w in put P'-ter Harvey a 
significant 72 points .1head overall of myself 
in second place with Peter Sheurd third. 

We lost a day to bad wea ther and Tuesday 
also looked unlikely with very low c loud. 
The forecast was for a smal l improvement 
followed quickly by heavy showers. Woody 
Woodhouse, the director, was quite rightl y 
not prepared to lose th day without a fight 
and was rewarded with a rapid ly improving 
situation, which, if anything, caught the 
organisati on by surprise. By the time th ~ task 
group were fired off on the 2.5-hour .:1rea 
task (wi th radiuses around Stradishall, 
Downham Market and Norwich rail bridge) 
the soaring window before the expected 
heavy showers was mostl y used up. Much 
to the relief of the r gionuls group griddecl 
behind the nationa ls, they were scrubbed. 
They duly taunted the nationa ls pilots w ith 
talk of milrigo ld loves, possible lightning 
strikes, heavy rain and soggy fields. 
Inevitably, many pilots experienced all of 
these phenomena before the day was out. 

Getting away from the airfield towards the 
first sector proved very difiicult: huge areas 
of spreadout made soaring anywher near 
the start sector impossible. I ran into the start 
from a climb to 3,000ft, crossing at 2,000ft, 
and had several low moments before 
contacti ng the firs t of the building cells th<lt 
allowed a cloud climb to 6,500ft and an 
easy run into the first sector. Over ha lf the 
field landed out as I so nearly did in the first 
30km. Personally, I am not a supporter of 
cloud fl ying in competitions on the grounds 
of iairness. However, a nationals can be 
clecided on such days and I was very aware 
that there were several exponents of the art 
ompeting. Pete Harvey is renowned ior 

some previous near-stratospheric exploits. 
So I used my altitude to fly deep into the first 
sector and expected to fly into the second 
sector easily without turning aga in. How 
wrong I was! With another· dy ing storm on 
track and poor awareness on my part clue to 
the bad or nil visibility, I ended up less than 
1 km from the second sector, 600ft above the 
ground with cumulus tantalisingly just too 
far away from me but downwind of me and 
the sector. Luck was with me yet agai n as 
I managed to pull out a weak climb that 
eventually turned into an 8,500ft cloud 
climb - but I was now 30km from the sector. 
The height allowed me to run into it then tu 
cru ise at 80kt to the final sector. it was clear 
that the airfield was in imminent clanger oi 
being engulfed by a storm and rain cou ld 
probably be expected anywhere on the last 
leg. So I pushed into the fina l sector as far as 
I dared, turning back with 2,300ft alleged ly 
to spJre 30km out from the finish line. The 
sink on the way home, mostly without rain, 
was very disturbing: with lOkm to go, the 
height in hand had dwindled to 500ft. 
A storm front then engulfed the airfield, 
making it invisible. Remarkably, associated 
sink was not evident and I was able to use 
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the spare height to push through the steady 
rain to finish straight ahead. Richard Browne 
had just completed the task moments earli er 
along with Richard Smith, himself maki ng a 
strong bid for the top placi ngs overall. 

INhere were Peter Harvey and the rest of 
the guys? lt turned out that Pete had climbed 
to 11 ,OOOft but was not able> to use the vast 
height exces to gai n signitkant extra 
distance. He was pleased, though, to expend 
it in the torrential ra in that had by then 
swamped the ai rfield and half the last leg. 

Astoundingly, Ri chard Browne and 
Richard Smith proved that the task cou ld he 
completed without flying in cloud, a fantastic 
achievement. Later ~tudy of their traces 
aga inst mine showed that taking the cloud 
climbs but using the correct routing would 
have resulted in a task speed some 50 per 
cent faster. The four finishers' speeds ranged 
from 67.9-70.2km/h and all got 170 points, 
a triumph for the scoring system which put a 
correct slant on the significance and fai rness 
of the day, if not the excitement factor. 

We had to wai t until Thu rsday before the 
next contest dny, when we were set n rJcing 
task around Sudbury, Thrapston and 
Rattlesden for 284km. The thermals turned 
out to be strong but a huge area of spreadout 
and its dead air on the leg from Sudbury to 
Thrapston made the task very challenging, 
forcing the use of all of the awesome slow 
speed glide performance avJi lcible to us. 

'I was able to take weak climbs 
to stay as near to cloudbase as 

possible. This was critical...' 

A ho le in the spreadout <11 Thrapston allowed 
a good solitary cumulu. and thus a climb at 
the turnpoint, but pi lots arrivi ng there later 
had to go well beyond the tu rn to climb. 
They were forced to lose a lot of time and 
cou ld do nothing about it. lt was my turn to 
aga in take the winner's spoils at 101 .Skm/h 
with Peter Sheard c lose beh ind at 99.7km/h 
and Peter Harvey at 99.2 krn/h. Kim Tipple 
put in another consistent speed for fourth 
place and was now third overall. Peter 
Harvey was still 43 points ahead of me with 
the possibility of two days left, but the 
weather gurus were suggesting that we might 
lose Friday and possibly Sunday as well . 

In fact, we had to wait until Saturday for 
clay 5. A and B tasks both went in the bin 
- to the p i I ts' delight - in favour of a new 
task into soarahlc sky, since the area to the 
west of us was pronounced unsoarab le as far 
as the eye could see. We were subsequently 
taskecl with Ridgewell, north to Saxthorpe, 
south to Claydon and home for 280km. 

The better wea ther in the coastal area 
eventuall y moved over us and the launch 
commenced with conditions poorer than 
they looked. lt became clear that it would be 
a slow or a landout day so, given that time 
was getting on, most pilots sta rted prompLiy. 
The real problems started for most on the 
second leg w ith a long glide out on track 
to nothing under tota l spreadout just east of 
the 0208 exclusion Jrea. Good working 

cumulus were - tanta lisingly- inside the 
exc lusion zone Jnd along wi th Kim Tipple 
I made for it in the hope w could climb on 
the edge of the airspace. Snclly, we could not 
but we found a weak thermal to keep u~ 
alive until the cumulus had drifted just north 
of the area, allowing us to track to it and 
climb to cloudbase. At this stage, Terry 
1'vlitchell in ]"I 5 had the clay in his pocket clue 
to the smart decision to go well to the west 
and pass to the west of the exclusion area, 
an idea wh ich I had never even considered 
as an option. He subsequently made a 
mistake later but completed the task. 

Runni ng to Saxthorpe, I was able to take 
weak climbs to stny as neur to cloudbase JS 
possible. This proved to be critica l at the turn 
because it enabled me to t<Jke a further weak 
climb to base that others fa iled to get when 
lilter arrivi ng at lower level. With the huge 
advantJge of height, I was able to slowly 
glide over a tot<dly spreadout ilncl unsoarable 
area to reach sunshine and developing 
cumulus around and just north of Tibenham. 
Many pilots arrived h re just too low to 
climb and had to land at or neur the airfield. 
Peter Harvey (unknown to me at the time 
and no doubt determined not to let his lead 
ebb away) scrJped away from the circui t at a 
height most people fly models. 
I was now well Jhead of the remaining 
airborne pi lots, except for jed Edyvean, 
who had also enjoyed a good run. 

But where was Pete? How far wJs he 
beh ind? How many finishers might there be, 
if any? How cautious cou ld I afford to be? 
I knew none of the Jnswers and decided to 
adopt the most cautious approach so took 
climbs of l -2 kt, each J welcome surprise, 
to get at last on to final glide, round the last 
tu rn and home for a speed of 77 .8km/h. 
Kim Tipple made 76.2km/h with Peter fina lly 
third at 71 .1 km/h . There were eight finishers 
and severa l pil ots landed near the last turn. 

When the scores were fina ll y published, 
I had won the dJy by enough to leapfrog 
Pete by a small but signific nt margin to tJke 
the overall lead. Pete was a very comfortable 
e ond overall and Kim Tipple a solid third. 

A ·uitable rain dance ensured that Sunday 
was scrubbed so the final places were 
confirmed and lots of goodies were presented 
to the lucky winners. 

The Tibenharn team <Jgain pu lled off a 
great competition despite limited resources 
and variable weather and I hope we can 
come back ilgJin in future years. The high-
1 ight for me was the exception a I variety and 
quJiity of the fl ying achieved over the five 
days and the friendly environment fostered 
by competitors and the organisation alike. 

Russet!, " member o!The Soaring entre, began gl iding 

in I 'J8f> ~ncl h<~s flown five internationa l competitions. 

H is first contest was in 198'), w hen he flew the Hus Bos 

regiondls clnd iinisherl third from last. At Tihenham hL' 
flew ASW 22~ 1.1 E2 .md Arrhur Docherty rrewed for 

him. He has c. _l ,SOUhrs 111 gliders and i - the only pilot 

to hJve achieved an FAI 1 ,OOOkm Diploma in the l/K 

For tu// Opm 1,1 r ults, see overle~1i lp47) 

Sailplane & Gliding 



THE RACING YEAR: PROVISIONAL BGA RATINGS 

Jay Rebbeck 

Top 300 UK racing pilots 
JN Rebbeck 

2 AS Hood 

3 RA Cheetham 

4 LM Wells 

AJ Barnes 

S Crabb 

7 AJ Davis 

8 TJ Scott 

9 B Flewett 

10 SG Jones 

11 OS Watt 

12 PR Jones 

13 DW Allison 

14 JM Hood 

15 MJ Young 

16 DP Francis 

17 LM Rebbeck 

18 PJ Harvey 

19 P Crabb 

20 PC Naegeil 

21 OJ Wailers 

22 MJ Jordy 

23 MD Wells 

24 DA Booth 

25 PF Brice 

26 HA Rebbeck 

27 J E Roberts 

28 A Hall 

29 GK Drury 

30 I Ashdown 

31 LS Hood 

32 KB Tipple 

33 GM Spreckley 

34 DC Chappell 

35 H Jones 

36 MJ Cook 

37 GN Smith 

38 PJ Masson 

39 RJ Smith 

40 AD May 

4t RF Thirkell 

42 DP Masson 

43 MWDurham 

44 MA Fox 

45 PM Shelton 

46 JA Tanner 

47 AJ Garrity 

48 JA Crowhurst 

49 MR Dawson 

50 PR Pentecost 

51 RA Johnson 

52 TJ Milner 

53 FJ Davies 

54 J R Edyvean 

55 D Draper 

56 AF Perklns 

57 ML Brown 

58 JN Willon 

59 GE McAndrew 

60 AA Darlington 

61 Ml Pike 

62 RC May 

63 WO lnglis 

64 GP Stingemore 

65 CP Jeffery 

66 RJ Nunn 

67 WT Craig 

68 RJ Toon 

69 BF Walker 

70 AD Tribe 

71 RJ Hart 

72 M Holden 

73 W Aspland 

74 R Maskell 

75 D Williams 

76 NO Tlllell 

77 BL Cooper 

78 MC Foreman 

79 PR Stafford-AIIen 

80 MacArthur 

81 Williams 

82 MJ Birch 

83 J Lynas 

84 SJ Redman 

85 DE Findon 

86 TM Mitchell 

87 ME Newland-Smith 

88 PE Rice 

89 JC Meyer 

90 DJ Langrick 

91 GO Coppin 

92 JE Gatlield 

93 CC Lyttelton 

94 0 Ward 

95 RA Browne 

96 KD Barker 

97 TR Gaunt 

98 OR Smith 

99 GO Morris 

1 00 AJ Clarke 

101 NV Parry 

102 MA Parl<er 

103 JG Alien 

104 GC Metcalfe 

105 SA Adlard 

106 JL Whiting 

107 PG Sheard 

108 SS Shah 

December 2004 - Janualy 2005 

109 RA King 

110 BA Birlison 

111 BA Fairston 

112 Craigie 

113 PJ Kite 

114 A Kangurs 

115 PT Healy 

116 GWCraig 

117 GG Dale 

118 IR Cook 

119 MT Davis 

120 G McKnight 

121 RP Garner 

122 A Clark 

123 K Nicolson 

124 R Jones 

125 MJ Aldndge 

126 OF Bromley 

127 AC Wallord 

128 P O'Donald 

129 RL Fox 

130 CJ Mclnnes 

131 JR Taylor 

132 MF Cuming 

133 SA Ell 

134 AV Nunn 

135 MG Stringer 

136 IM Evans 

137 AF Watson 

138 GD Sutherland 

139 S Carmichael 

140 AA MacGregor 

141 RP Brisbourne 

142 GJ Bass 

143 JL Birch 

144 T J Parker 

145 P McLean 

146 C Curtis 

147 AR Parker 

148 M Tomlinson 

149 MJ Smith 

150 AR Hughes 

151 GR Green 

152 PH Rackham 

153 SJ Waterfall 

154 T J Davies 

155 FG Bradney 

156 G Macdonald 

157 SG Olender 

158 Mountain 

159 JW White 

160 A Langton 

161 WA Harris 

t62 MB Jefferyes 

163 NG Hackell 

164 AA Head 

165 DJ Westwood 

166 BT Spreckley 

167 EW Johnston 

168 R Ttetema 

169 DG Chalmers 

170 PC Fritche 

171 RA Cote 

172 SCJBarker 

173 RE Robertson 

174 NO Smith 

175 N Smith 

176 JP Gilbert 

177 NH Wall 

178 KM Draper 

179 AI Kay 

180 AP Moulang 

181 D Heslop 

1 82 KJ Hartley 

I 83 NF Goudle 

t84 TAJ Smith 

185 IM Pettman 

186 CG Corbell 

187 JD Glossop 

188 JP McNamee 

189 G Paul 

190 SA Wilkinson 

191 SJ Steinberg 

192 EJ Smallbone 

193 PR Bartey 

194 PJ Straiten 

195 A Jeiden 

196 CG Starkey 

197 AD Betteley 

198 NL Clowes 

199 RA Johnson 

200 JB Giddins 

201 SR Nash 

202 T Stuart 

203 GC Beardsley 

204 NP Heriz-Smith 

205 D Arkwright 

206 M Jerman 

207 OR Ley 

208 AA McKillen 

209 MP Robain 

210 ER Smith 

211 MA Roberts 

212 AD Payne 

213 OS lnnes 

214 RJ Brimfield 

215 TC Wright 

216 EH Downham 

217 AD D'Arcy 

218 RJ Verrall 

219 TJ Wills 

220 BC Marsh 

221 TM World 

222 CJ Lowrie 

223 JR Warren 

224 JKG Pack 

225 SP Woolcock 

226 MJ Phi lpott 

227 P Whipp 

228 RE Francis 

229 LE Tanner 

230 MD White 

231 CL Withal! 

232 RB Wilier 

233 R Priest 

234 GP Hibberd 

235 SM Sanderson 

236 GS Goudie 

237 M Rogers 

238 CA Emson 

239 MH Pope 

240 BR Forrest 

241 S Lapworth 

242 AA Docherty 

243 AD Grieve 

244 NJ Gough 

245 RC Bridges 

246 JH Tucker 

247 SA Kronfeld 

248 APC Sampson 

249 GK Payne 

250 JG Arnold 

251 AD Piggott 

252 R Kalin 

253 E Sparrow 

254 AH StPierre 

255 AA Baker 

256 P Onn 

257 NO Aram 

258 P Ryland 

259 CC Wan 

260 AJHSmith 

261 AM Dallon 

262 MT Davenport 

263 JA McCoshim 

264 KW Payne 

265 JD Ewence 

266 CC Railings 

267 RC Hedge 

268 M Collelt 

269 AE Weatherhead 

270 A Wells 

271 R Johnson 

272 RJ Welford 

273 CV Heames 

27 4 SW Bradford 

275 JH Russell 

276 OK McCarthy 

277 I Reekie 

278 JS Wand 

279 PM Sheahan 

280 GN Thomas 

281 PE Baker 

282 A Hoskins 

283 JP Simmonds 

284 OM Byass 

285 WH Davis 

286 CJ Alldis 

f2.87 lP Hicks 

288 PW Armstrong 

289 DM Brown 

290 TL Cook 

291 AD Holmes 

292 AA Mountain 

293 MP Roberts 

294 EJDFoxon 

295 AJ McNamara 

296 GW Venning 

297 R O'Conor 

298 MA Garwood 

299 PO Paterson 

300 TW Slater 

PROVISONAL ratings list compiled by John Wilton. Pilots are 

advised to check their own ratings (preferably by January 1 ) 

and can do so by following the instructions on the BGA 

website (lnfo for clubs- Cross-Country & Competitions 

-Ratings. www.gliding.co.uklcompetitions/ratings.htm). 

If you shared a glider, did not renew your FAt licence or used 

an incorrect FAI number to enter a camp you are pan•cularly 

advised to read the instructions. From sometime in December, 

applications forms for 2005 nationals places and FAI licences 

will be available at www.gliding.co.uk/competltions 
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THE RACING YEAR: NATIONALS RESULTS 
········································ ········· ·· ······································-······-·················· ··· ················-············· .. .............. ................................................ ............................ .... .. ... ...... ............................ 

This page contains the results for all BGA-rated national competitions from 2004. 

For the provisional ratings list, please see page 45 (updates at www.gliding.co.uk) Club Class Nationals 
For the 2005 competitions calendar, please see page 5 (updates at www.gliding.co.uk) Pocklington, Jul 10-18 

For the results of BGA-rated regionals and the Aerobatic Nationals, see overleaf Pilot Glider Total Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 
1 0 J Wailers S1d Libclle w 2090 21193 1/1000 21997 
2 J E Rober1s ASW 19a.b 2030 18/98 21988 3=1944 
3 LSHood S1d Cirrus w 1989 2/217 4a1952 18/820 

18-Metre Class Nationals 4 M J Cook S1d Cirrus 1949 20/94 7/855 111000 

Tibenham, Jun 26-Jul 4 5 AD May LS4 1925 4=/195 10/825 8/905 
6 M A Fox LS4 19 18 29/85 31984 14/849 

Pilot Glider Total Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 7 JA Crowhurs1 ASW 19 19 17 9/191 19/782 3=/944 
1 Jez Hood LS8-i8 18m 2928 11654 5/869 11647 1/757 6=11 11 =10 8 T J Milner DG-1001101 1909 7a1192 5=1859 13/858 
2 David Boo1h LS8·18 18m 2804 6/553 4/910 14/438 10/595 8=10 21308 9 M L Brown S1d Cirrus 1884 10/155 13=/815 71914 
3 I an Ashdown LS6c 18m 2765 7=1537 10/784 10/476 4/657 3=15 31306 10A JNunn S1d Cirrus 1856 4=1195 13=/815 15/846 
4 Andrew Hall LS6c 17.5m 2665 111510 2/965 2/571 5/6 19 8=10 11=/0 11 J Williams Std Llbelle 1851 24=/91 11 /822 5/938 
5 David Masson LS6c 18m 2546 231382 111000 26/143 3/736 3=15 4/280 12 I Macarthur LS4 !803 1111 53 25/731 6/919 
6 Allan Garrity Lak17a 18m 2507 121509 61858 31564 131576 DNF/0 DNF/0 13SSShah DG-1001101 1789 14/ 129 17/790 121870 
7 Frank Davies LS6c 17.5m 2503 10/513 3/949 21/294 11/593 8=10 5/154 14 A Clark LS4 1772 28/88 8/850 161834 
8 Howard Jones Ventus 2c 18m 2389 2/592 11/779 13/463 17/555 8=10 11=10 15 A Fox DG· 100/101 1740 33/49 15=1795 9/896 
9 Bob Thirkell ASW28 2375 7=1537 151720 6=1509 16/570 8=10 7139 16 M Tomlinson LS4 1703 36/30 15=1795 10/878 
1 0 Gary Stingemore LS8· 18 18m 2342 17/477 7/856 15/396 6/613 8=10 11,.JQ 17 I Evans ASW 19a.b 1632 15/ 110 26/690 17/832 
11 Brian Birlison Ventus 2c 18m 2251 3/582 17/702 16/367 8/600 8=10 DNF/0 18 K Draper Std Cirrus 1603 12/140 27a1591 11 /872 
12 Colin Mdnnes Ventus 2c 18m 2245 13/493 8/812 2411 57 2/751 1/32 11=/0 19 A Jelden Std Llbelle 1480 7a1192 9/827 26=1461 
13 Richard Browne ASW 28 2226 18/472 20/635 6=1509 25/297 8=10 1/313 20 A J Barnes Std Cirrus 1477 31208 5=1859 321410 
14 Bill lnglis Ventus 2c 18m 2208 25/293 9/796 9/484 7/6 12 8=10 9123 21 A E Francis LS4 1433 6/193 201770 25/470 
15 Kay Draper LS8-18 18m 2169 4/571 131744 17/316 18/538 8=10 11 =/0 22 S Lapworth ASW 19a.b 1416 24=/91 28a/512 19/813 
16 Allan Tribe LS8· 18 18m 2155 14/490 231509 4/544 91597 2/15 11 =/0 23 D F Bromley Std Cirrus 1387 131130 211760 231497 
17 Craig Lowrie DG-800 18m 2152 5/560 14/722 5/536 231334 8=10 11,./0 24 P M Sheahan Std Cirrus 1376 161102 18/788 24/486 
18 Bob Grieve LS8·1 8 18m 2072 19=/455 211613 8/503 20/501 8=10 11 ,.{0 25 M Holden Std Cirrus 1324 30/80 24f741 221503 
19 Derek Westwood LS8-18 18m 18 14 16/482 25/294 121464 14=157 4 8=10 DNF/0 26 E Sparrow Peg a sus 1282 27/89 221759 30/434 
20 Christopher Aldis LS8·18 18m 1796 19=1455 16/703 18/314 24/324 DNF/0 DNF/0 27 G Macdonald Std Cirrus 1204 32/57 23/742 33/405 
21 Tim Davies ASW 20bl,cl 1769 15/484 18/694 25/146 221430 514 10/11 28 D Draper Std Cirrus 1143 26190 34/435 20/6 18 
22 Lemmy Tanner LS8· 18 18m 1721 28/268 12/758 271118 121577 8=10 DNF/0 29 A V Nunn ASW 19a,b 1136 22=192 32/448 2 1/596 
23 Jon Arnold LS8·18 18m 1712 291185 221592 11 /465 211470 8=10 11 =10 30 J A Siephen Std Cirrus 101 1 1/245 36/323 29/443 
24 Graham Drury LS8·18 18m 1630 9/532 29/227 20/296 14=1574 6=11 DNF/0 31 MP Roberts ASW 19a.b 964 34/38 311469 28/457 
25 John Bell LS8·18 18m 1489 24/322 19/686 221262 281219 8=10 DNF/0 32 G N Thomas Shk·1 958 22, 92 33/439 31/427 
26 Simon Edwards Ventus2c 18m 1193 26/285 24/297 29138 19/535 8=10 8/38 33 D Leroux Std Cirrus 890 31/69 12182 1 DNF/0 
27 Dennis Heslop Ventus 2c 18m 1142 21/446 28/249 281116 27/239 8=10 6/92 34 S M Platt LS4 871 19195 37/315 26=1461 
28 Julian Hitchcock LS8·18 18m 1117 221400 27/289 19/301 291127 8=10 DNF/0 35 A A Johnson DG-100/101 760 17/100 351338 34/322 
29 Dav1d lnnes Ventus 2c 18m 1 077 27/274 26/290 231242 26/271 DNF/0 DNF/0 36 B Stott Shk·1 726 35/37 30/470 35/219 

37 J T Hitchcock Pik20 474 37/2 29a/472 DNF/0 

Overseas Championships Junior Nationals 
Ocana, Spain - May 24-Jun 6 Lasham, August 14-22 

Pilot Glider Total Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 Pilot Glider Total Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 
Mike Young Discus w 7286 21909 111000 5=1839 12/863 111000 4/894 8=/861 5/920 AndrevJ Perkins LS8 15m 2026 8/438 21 95 3/593 

2 Leigh Wells LS8 15m 7197 131819 2/910 5,.J839 3a1965 7/874 111000 5/881 9/909 2 John Roberls LS4 I'll 1994 1/499 6/918 6/577 
3 Paul Crabb LS8 15m 7075 14/815 4a/847 2/897 6/9 16 3/913 12/826 111000 16/861 3 Mark Holden Discus 1923 2/496 8/910 14/51 7 
4 Martyn Wells LS815m 7030 5/866 221690 3/876 4/936 8/866 21925 7/871 111000 4 lan Macarthur LS4 1902 5=1455 9/905 101542 
5 Russell Cheetham ASW 28 6776 22a/654 7/838 121772 5/920 6/875 3/910 4/892 7/915 5 Jon Meyer ASW 20f 1899 18/377 1/ 1000 131522 
6 Stephen Crabb LS8 15m 6676 20al680 51846 1/908 21978 4/904 10/832 29=/666 15/862 6 Mark Parker Discus 1895 13=1399 11 /873 21623 
7 Gill Spreckley LS8 15m 6664 7a/853 111787 111807 131860 10/862 7/847 3/900 29/748 7 lan Craigie LS1f w 1878 26=/325 3/980 7/573 
8 Marc Seretti Lak19 18m 6651 111841 6/842 17/739 10/871 9/863 9/833 121818 18/844 8 Richard Garner LS8 15m 1866 19/371 7/911 5/584 
9 Klm Tipple ASW20 6626 25a1511 8/833 4/868 111000 14/829 8/835 16/803 4/947 9 Rob Nunn LS8 15m 1810 11/412 121859 11/539 
10 Marlin Durham LS7 6276 4a1879 17f727 15/749 221742 18/795 27/673 15/814 11 /897 10 Andy May LS8 15m 1783 34/296 4/922 81565 
11 Syivain Gerbaud Vent us 2c 1 8m 6269 151808 9/828 19/707 16/813 16=/814 18/756 19/756 24/787 11 George Green Discus 1733 31460 16/785 17/488 
12 John Roberts LS4 6158 24a/608 13/750 18/736 30/687 13/839 13/81 1 13=1817 8/910 

12 Andrew Langton Astir Cs 1724 22/336 13/838 9/550 
13 Richard Johnson ASW 28 6132 10/846 12/775 2.0=1703 2 1/744 15/828 26/675 33/643 6/918 
14 Marlin Smil LS8 15m 6090 48/113 20/703 14/755 11/870 21945 6/849 6/875 2/980 

13 Slmon Barker ASW28 1702 29/312 5/920 201470 

15 Graham Smith LS8 15m 6068 31/308 231674 81832 91876 11 /858 11 /830 13=1817 13/873 
14 Tom Smith LS8 15m 1648 36/289 2 1=1709 1/650 

16 Gary Stingemore LS8 15m 602 1 6/854 3/866 9/819 7 /886 46/232 221687 10/840 19/837 15 Andrew Betteley Std Cirrus w 1609 24=1328 15/794 18/487 

17 Mel Dawson Ventus 2a.b 5989 1/ 19 321606 10/81 2 26=1702 121856 231679 28/685 32/730 16 Matt Robain LS4 , 1602 12/400 171759 25/443 

18 Marcel So/er Discus 2 w 5844 8/851 151745 7/837 31 /655 19/779 421514 31/656 23/807 17 Richard Verrall D ISCUS 1600 37/286 14/8 16 15/498 

19 Richard Browne LS8 15m 5817 39/177 241673 35/608 h/886 51'886 17/762 2/926 10/899 18 Mark Brown Sid Corn 1s 1557 30/304 20/728 121525 

20 John Whiting Discus w 5789 16/801 18/709 30/648 15/820 3 11663 14/795 45=1389 31964 19 Ar1hur Docher1y LS4 1493 17/380 25/662 24/451 

21 Phil Jeffery LS8 15m 5624 29/380 14/747 33/615 14/856 251704 5/852 26/689 25a/781 20 Nicholas Smith Std Libelle 1488 211338 26a/655 16/495 

22 David Rndon Nimbus 4d 5598 9/849 19/705 31/645 36/619 33/65 1 31/622 34/639 14/868 21 Mike Collet! Std libelle 1461 24=1328 27=/647 19/486 

23 Rooij / Vd Zwain Duo Discus 5574 30/317 10/827 28/662 26=f702 20/776 19/735 23'732 211823 22 Anthony Hoskins Std Cirrus 1362 28/323 33/573 221468 
24 Aert Mante Discus w 5552 121836 18/734 131764 23/734 211775 39/551 11/832 411326 23 Edward Foxon Ventus 17.6 1342 35/292 27-=1647 28/403 
25 Steve Olender Ventus 2c 18m 5445 19f722 36/537 27/663 19/760 35/634 24/677 37/600 17/852 24 James Ewence Std Cirrus 1322 16/390 10/889 39/43 
26 AI Clarke Duo Discus 5334 3/890 46/337 20=1703 24a1713 32/655 37/572 25al692 26f772 25 TimWebb DISCUS W 1217 10/423 44/206 4/588 
27 Alan Binks LS4 5302 37a1209 25/650 25/665 32/654 231710 28/667 8=1861 121886 26 Alastair Harrison Std Cirrus 1207 5=1455 19at746 45/6 
28 John Glossop Discus 4946 321306 35/553 41 /568 28/698 29/673 201712 20/748 35/688 27 Mark Laver Discus w 11 76 50=/0 21E/709 211467 
29 Rose Johnson DG-10011 01 4776 47/122 28/629 23/697 29/691 16=1814 16/765 18/767 421291 28 Mark SzymkowiczLS4 1164 43/203 32/579 30=1382 
30 Manfred Scholtz DG-800 18m 4735 23/615 39/476 391580 34/639 281691 321609 43/441 36a1684 29 lan Plant Astir Cs 1162 411250 29a1631 35/281 
3 1 Jerry Langrick LS8 15m 4563 38/ 179 43/453 24/673 331653 22/748 291656 21f738 40/465 30 Tom Brenton DG-10011 01 1153 13=/399 18/754 DNF/0 
32 Jorg Hermann LS3 15m 4539 36/243 37/533 37/591 35/632 39/584 41/530 36/606 221820 31 Peter Ballard ASW 19a,b 1125 42/214 34/528 29/383 
33 Mike Pope Ventus 2c 18m 4438 35/268 30/623 38/581 411561 381602 431479 38/581 30/743 32 Alex Bundock Discus w 1056 7/446 47a1171 26/439 
34 Patrick Onn LS8 15m 4388 27a1423 27/642 48/365 391577 43al453 25/676 421486 27/766 33 Ciaire Alston LS7 w 1044 4/457 45=1205 30=1382 
35 Francisco De Almeida LS? w 4375 281406 40=1458 42/552 25/704 30/667 46/309 39a1555 33/724 34 Michael Peltican Dg505 20m 1008 31=/302 23/678 43=128 
36 Jon Wand ASH 26 4374 45a/152 40- 458 431543 43/524 37a/603 30/623 22/733 311738 35 Albert Freeborn Dg505 20m 1005 33/301 24a1676 43>o/28 
37 Eric Heinonen LS4 4344 21al668 48/12 16/747 18a/765 27/695 15/770 27a/687 DNC/0 36 Peter Hibbard Pegasus 999 47 /99 35=1446 23a/454 
38 Terry Slater Duo Discus 4219 34a1287 38/531 321625 45/479 24/709 49/128 17/781 37/679 37 Rachel Hine LS4 977 45/ 152 31 a/581 37/244 
39 Ray Payne ASW 2.7a.b 4217 18/760 31 /622 34/6 10 20/752 261703 211710 48/60 DNF/0 38 Hannah Hay LS4 898 48/90 37/426 30~/382 
40 Billlnglis Ventus 2c ISm 4133 461149 29/624 291661 40a1567 361605 34='581 24/712 44/234 39 lloon~ LS6 15m 844 91437 40a1367 40/40 
4 1 Peter Baker LS8 15m 4056 441165 DNF/0 221700 17T770 34/645 47/296 32a/654 20/826 

40 Phillipp Scharlau Astir Cs 786 46/140 39/396 36/250 42 Graham Hibberd LS7 3891 41=/170 34/588 49/315 37/617 41a/573 33/583 45=1389 39/656 
43 Frank JeyntlS Ventus 2c 18m 3655 5 1=10 331598 45/521 44/523 42/458 38/571 47a1278 34/706 

41 Shaun MclaughlinASW 19a,b 770 44/156 30a/614 46=10 

44 Reb Rebbeck LS4 3644 41 <1170 40=1458 36/602 47/260 44/452 40/538 44/400 28/764 
42 Andrew Bates Discus 748 31 =/302 48a184 30=1382 

45 lain Evans LS8 15m 3248 26al494 45/340 26/664 46/288 48/53 44/478 29=1666 43/265 43 Alex Maitland Discus w 745 26=/325 4~0 27/420 

46 John Birch Duo Discus 3245 491109 47/50 44/538 38/603 47/83 34-/581 35/615 38/666 44 Ame/ia Nash Ask23 699 20/340 41al328 4 1/31 

47 Pepe Gresa Valero Nimbus 4d 2893 33a1299 211691 40/573 48/253 DNF/0 36/580 41a/497 DNC/0 45 Tom Ne\'lham Shk·1 683 401252 38/401 42/30 

48 Nina Duo Discus 2315 431166 DNF/0 46/469 42J526 45/436 481180 40/538 DNC/0 46 John Hingley Pegasus 643 151397 42a1246 DNF/0 

49 Eduardo Gandia Nimbus 3d 1996 40/173 44/383 47/424 DNF/0 40al577 45/439 DNC/0 DNC/0 47 Mike WiNon Ask23 638 39/264 45=1205 381169 

50 Ramon Grimalt Lak1 7a 18m 1420 17/773 26/647 DNC/0 DNC/0 DNC/0 DNC/0 DNC/0 DNC/0 48 Jamie Denton Discus w 611 38a1267 50a1·38 30='382 

51 M1ke Mee ASW28 67 50i67 DNC/0 DNC/0 DNC/0 DNC/0 DNC/0 DNC/0 DNC/0 49 Jim Wilson ASW 19a,b 576 23/330 42a/246 DNF/0 

52 Stephen Ell LS8 15m 0 DNC/0 DNC/0 DNC/0 DNC/0 DNC/0 DNC/0 DNC/0 DNC/0 50 Kelly Teagle ASW 19a,b 466 49/20 35=1446 46=10 

46 Sailplane & Gliding 
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Standard Class Nationals 
Aston Down, Jul 24-Aug 1 

Pilot Glider Total Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 
J Hood LS8 1Sm S366 1000/ 1 910/6 1000/1 667/S 830/22 95911 

2 D Francis LS8 15m 4982 981/2 938/S 746/18 S84/16 890/9 843114= 
3 MJ Young Discus 2 4909 674/23~ 947/3 767/16 679/2 904/S 938/4= 
4 M Jordy ASW28 4885 943/4 72S/31= 917/5 639/9 896/7 765/38 
5 HA Rebbeck LS8 15m 4876 674/23= 948/2 881/ 11 670/4 9 11 /4 792129a 
6 G Drury LS8 ISm 4818 888/ 11 755/1 8 738/19 640/8 859/ 16 938/4= 
7 DC Chappell LS8 15m 4772 920/5 725/31 = 736/20= 548/21 903/6 9401 3 
8 GN Smith LS8 1Sm 4699 884/t 3 739/20 935/3 536/24 7S9/29 846/12 
9 R Thirkell ASW28 4697 893/9 803/12a 768/15 507/28 921/3a 805/26 
10 PM Shellon LS8 ISm 4696 902/8 728/27 728/29 633/11= 878/12 827/20 
11 H Jones Discus 2 4687 682/22 7S9/16 899/9 703/ 1 807/26a 837/18a 
12 PR Pentecost LS8 15m 4662 890/10 730/22= 730/27 622/14 924/2 766/36= 
13 D Draper LS8 15m 4659 864/18 729/24a 734/22= 648/7 841 /18 843/1 -
14 RA Jonnson ASW 28 4586 882/14 813/1 I 549/36= 6S6/6 744/3 1a 942/ 2 
1S W Aspland LS8 15m 4580 6 11 /3 1 725131= 916/6= S20/26 870/13 938/4= 
16 SJ Redman LS8 ISm 4574 659/27 87S/7 916/6= 490/32 821 /23 813/23 
17 award Discus 2 4S54 685/2 1 843/9a 890/10 459/34 842/17a 83S/19 
18 GP Jelfery LS8 15m 4484 873/116= 725/3 1= 906/8 S73/ 19 665/3S 742139a 
19 GP Stingemore LS8 15m 4454 904/7 8S2/8 417/39 634/ 10 838/19 809/24 
20 SR Ell LS8 ISm 4446 906/6 772113a 944/2 505129 886/10 433/4 1a 
21 PJ Harvey LS8 ISm 4409 873/16= 768/1 4a 287/41 676/3 957/1 848/11 
22 MT Davis Discus 4399 6S6/29 81S/ I O 860/12 628/13 642/36 798127 
23 MB Jefferyes LS8 1Sm 4380 390/39 942/4 687/33 633/1 1= 819/24 909/ 8 
24 PC Fritche LS8 1Sm 4372 876/1S 727/28= 706/32 3S1 /38 895/8 8 17/22 
25 AJ Clarke LS8 1Sm 4360 625/30 742119a 734/22= S31/2S 88S/11 843/14= Finishers at the Lasham Nationals this year (Paul Haliday) 
26 RA Browne LS8 1Sm 4343 673/25 727/28= 734/22= S41/23 86111 S 807/2S 
27 JN Rebbeck LS8 1Sm 42S2 6S8128 962i1a 732126 473/33 749/30a 678/40a 
28 PG Sheard Discus 2 41S2 700/19 726/30 660/3S S76/ 18 720/33 770/32= 
29 Rose Johnson LS8 ISm 3997 S03134 5S6/4 I 838/13 4S213S 866/ 14a 782131 15-Metre Class Nationals 
30 A Smith ASW 28 3909 48813S 68S/37a 733/2S 551120 S14/39a 9381 4s Lasham, August 14-22 
31 RJ Welford LS8 1Sm 383S 660/26 724/35 736/20= S79/17 339/40 797/28 
32 CJ Alldis LS8 15m 3779 394/38 729/24= 721/31 428/36 737/32 770/32= Pilot Glider Total Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 

33 K Nicholson LS8 1Sm 37S7 - 13/44a 7S7/ 17 919/ 4 S18/27a 808/25a 768/35 I Leigh Wells LS8 15m 2343 51394 21518 5/934 9/497 

34 NWall LS8 ISm 3691 450/36 729/24= 342/40 493/30= 834/20 843/14= Steve Jones Ventus 2a.b 230.2 21/31S 11521 1/1000 18/466 

3S PE Baker LS8 1Sm 3641 337/41a 738/2 1 261/42 599/15 833/21a 873/10a Patrick Naegeli Ventus 2c 1Sm 2280 21424 6/497 13/909 22/4SO 

36 DA Booth LS8 15m 35S7 5S2/33 637/38 549/36= 139/40a 793127 887/ 9 Paul Brice ASW 27a.b 2279 3/409 18# 408 4 36 31526 

37 JR Luxton LS8 15m 3432 887/12 77143 723/30 372137a 603/38 770132~ 
Andy Hall LS6 15m 2277 9/362 21 /394 10/921 1/600 

38 JG Arnold Discus 3399 386/40 610/39a 684/34 82142 792/28 845/13 Howard Jones Discus 2 w 2194 8/363 10/464 16/890 16a/477 

39 SP Woolcock LS7 2913 572/32 523/42 69/43 272/39 711 /34a 766136~ 7 Pele Masson LS8 15m 2187 19=1319 7/474 2/940 20/454 

40 JA McCoshim LS8 1Sm 2819 319/42a 730/22= 729/28 -385/44a 604/37 822/21 8 Dave Chappell LS8 1Sm 2 180 10/359 14/437 17/889 10=/495 

41 JA Ctark LS8 15m 2661 37/43a 575140 506/38 493/30- 266/41 784/30 9 Derren Francis LS8 15m 2129 7/382 26/332 6/933 13=/482 

42 M Jerman ASW 28 2416 421/37 69/44 772/14 545/22 224/42a 385/42 10 Met Dawson Ventus 2a.b 2108 6/389 23/355 30/805 21559 

43 JB Giddins LS8 1Sm 2253 698/20 723/36 747/17 85/41 0/DNF 0/DNF 11 Bob Thirkell ASW28 2103 16/333 221371 11 /9 19 15/480 

44 SJ Steinberg ASW 28 1714 953/3 761 /15 0/DNF 0/DNF 0/DNF 0/DNF 12 Roy Pentecost LS6 15m 2098 15/344 41507 18=/888 30/359 
13 Marlyn Wells LS8 15m 2093 11 /358 18=/408 18.-=/888 24/439 

Open Class Nationals 
14 Martyn Pike ASW 27a.b 2088 30/239 16/426 8i928 10=/495 
15= Jon Galfield ASW 27a,b 2079 12/356 8/472 9/922 34/329 

Tibenham, Aug 21-29 15= John Wilton ASW 20b,c 2079 24=/299 15/436 27/841 S# 503 

Pilot Glider Total Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 
17 Matthew Cook ASW 27a.b 2057 36/ 108 3/516 71930 5#503 

1 Russell Cheelham ASW 22bl 3777 1/ 1000 3/678 1: /178 1/921 1/1000 
18 lain Evans LS8 15m 1996 22/312 20/40S 21 /882 26a/397 

2 Peter Harvey Nimbus 4 3759 21997 1/756 1=/178 3/889 4/939 19 Billlnglis Ventus 2c15 1965 29/246 51503 26/855 29/361 

3 KimTipple Nimbus 3d 25.5m 3494 3/987 121572 6=/68 4/882 2/985 
20 Richard Hood LS8 15m 19S1 39/63 91469 3/937 13# 482 

4 Richard Smith Nimbus 3 25.Sm 3108 4a/851 6/612 1-=1178 13/539 6/928 
21 Paul Fritche LS8 15m 1945 17=/324 25/345 29/820 19/456 

5 John Tanner ASH 25 3105 9/815 5/6S9 17/28 81677 7/926 
22 Stephen Ell LS8 15m 1933 35/137 13/443 25a/859 121494 

6 Jed Edyvean Nimbus 3 25.5m 3072 6/830 4/669 22:/0 10a/631 3/942 23 Wayne Aspland LS8 1Sm 1923 17=1324 28/3 17 15/902 28/380 

7 Aland1 Darlington ASH 25 3056 13a/740 15/535 20/ 15 51833 51933 
24 Tony Hughes LSG 15m 1900 24=i299 351235 24/863 5=/503 

8 Terry Mitchell Nimbus 3 25.Sm 3051 8/822 9/593 12/35 7a/689 8/912 
25 Chris Lyttelton ASW 27a,b 1861 33/189 27/324 22/876 17/472 

9 Peter Sheard Nimbus 4 2778 5184S 21687 16/29 2/895 23/322 
26 Keith Nioolson LS8 15m 1860 3 1/238 31 /272 14/907 23/443 

10 Alislair Nunn Nimbus 3 25.5m 2613 121751 13/571 19/25 9/646 10/620 
27 Pete Straiten LS8 15m 1853 281248 17141 6 35/688 8a/501 

11 Richard Browne ASH 25 2603 101759 8/597 4/176 18/403 9/668 28 Jan Mccoshim LS8 15m 1807 32/236 29/299 28/821 21/451 

12 Tim Parker ASW 22bl 2486 151715 18/490 5/126 6/801 20/354 29 Chris S1arkey ASW 27a,b 1785 4/395 11/4,1;3 36a/416 4/S2 1 

13 Mike Foreman Nimbus 3d 2386 71828 7/60S 9/54 22/377 16/522 
30 Nick Tillett ASW 27a,b 1768 13/352 34/240 3231792 27/384 

14 Lemmy Tanner LS8-18 18m 2382 14/730 10=1582 6=/68 17/448 14=/554 
31 George Metcalfe ASW 28 1699 37/91 24/347 121916 33/345 

1S John Glossop Nimbus 3d 2328 11/7S8 10=1582 18/26 121576 19/386 
32 Mark Jerman ASW 27a.b 1696 19-=/319 32a/264 311799 35/31 4 

16 Alan Kangurs ASH 25 2284 18ai614 22a/395 8163 11 a/608 11/604 
33 Bruce Cooper LS6 15m 1637 34/146 33/245 18:/888 31/358 

17 Tony Moulang Ventus 2c 18m 2076 19a/515 19/483 13/33 14/488 131557 34 Nick Smith LS6 15m 1584 231305 36=/208 23ai872 39/199 

18 J M Fryer ASH 25 1839 17a/625 2 1/402 2 117 2 1/391 18a/414 35 David Draper LS8 I Sm 1528 38/69 30/289 33/759 25/41 1 

19 John Giddins ASW 22 24m 1818 20a/506 14a!S54 14/31 20/392 22/33S 
36 Kay Draper LS8 1Sm 1464 26/295 36-=1208 341730 37=/231 

20 D S lnnes Nimbus 4 1740 16/707 16/529 11 /39 23a/128 2 1/337 
37 AI Mcnamara Ventus 2c15m1374 14/350 12a/44S 39ai266 36/313 

2 1 Colin Smithers ASH 25 1709 22197 17/507 10/40 15/484 12/581 38 Andy Holmes Discus 2 w 1085 271267 38/11 6 37/355 321347 

22 David Gardmer Nimbus 3 24.5m 1668 2 1a/408 23a/257 DNC/0 16/449 14=15S4 39 Nicki Marchanl LS6 15m 615 DNF/0 39/36 38/348 37=J231 

23 tan Molesworth Nimbus 3 24.5m 141 7 23/54 20/459 15/30 19/398 17/476 
40 David Watt Venlus 2a,b 254 1/426 40a/-172 DNC/0 DNF/0 
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THE RACING YEAR: COMPETITION RESULTS 
........................................................... ............................. .... ....................................... .. ........................................................................... ................................................. ·················· 

This pag~ covers all BGA-rated reglonals, plus the UK Mountain Soaring Competition and the Aerobatic Nationals. For the results of BGA-rated nationals see the 
two prev10us pages. Results for the non-BGA Wolds Two-Seater Competition can be found in the picture caption on p42 and for the Inter-Club League on p24 

Eastern Regionals, Tibenham, Aug 21-29 Western Regionals, Nympsfield, Aug 7-15 Aerobatic Nationals, Saltby, Jun 3-6 

Pilot Glider Points Position Pilot Glider Points Beginners Pilo t Glider Overall % 

1 Ray Hart Nimbus 2,b,c 281S 1 Barry Walker& friends Duo Discus 2S29 1 David Gethin Puchacz 71. 12S 

2 Peter Stafford Alien Ventus 16.6m 2663 2 Ken Barker Std Cirrus w 243S 2 Tim Brook K·21 90.8SI 

3 Ray GaunV Kestrel 19 2662 3 Graham Morris ASW 27a,b 2381 
Sports 

Sieve Welsh 4 Tony Parker Ventus 2c 18m 2203 
1 Paul Watson Pilatus B4 7S.629 

4 Basil Fairston ASW 27a.b 264S s Nick&john&lemmy LS8 I Sm 21S6 
2 Palrick Greer Pilatus B4 74.274 

s Marlin Aldridge Duo Discus 2634 6 Norman Parry LS4 1976 3 Nikki Mills K·13 74.238 

6 X·Men LS8 1Sm 2S4S 7 Michael Pope Ventus 2c 18m 1966 
4 Carolina Bois Pilatus 84 73.400 

7 Angus Watson LS7 w 2487 8 Russ Francis LS4 1896 s Mark Erlund Lunak 70.800 

8 Derek Westwood LS8 1Sm 2435 9 Phil Morison ASW 20 180S 6 Brian Griffin Lunak S6.S1S 

9 Dennis Heslop Ventus 2c 18m 2397 10 Julian Fack Discus w 1492 
Gerald Davies K·21 44.919 

10 Norman Clowes ASW 20b,c 2347 11 Chris Edwards Discus w 1403 Intermediate 

11 Toby Wright Discus 2326 12 Rob Andrewartha Std Cirrus 1320 
I Mike Woollard Pilatus B4 72.898 

12 Martin White Nimbus 2.b.c 2220 13 EdWrlghl Std Cirrus 1093 2 Steve Jarvis Pilatus 84 72.6S4 • 

13 Ron Bridges Duo Discus 2219 14 Sid&Aiison LS4 961 

14 Ken Payne ASW 20b,c 2t79 1S Cj Nicholas&j Meyer Lak12 954 
• Silver medal awarded following post-contest review 

1S Gwyn Thomas Shk-1 216S 16 Jon Baldock ASW 19a,b 890 

16 Paul Armstrong LS4 2161 17 Alan Montague DG-300 81S 
Unlimited 

17 Robbo Roberts ASW20 w 211S 18 Mark Wright Mosquito A,b 707 1 Paul Conran Swill 7S.376 

18 Alistair Cook Ventus C 17.6m 2109 19 Rob Thompson LS4 420 2 Guy Westgate Fox 7S.10S 
3 Jamie Alien Swill 66.337 

19 Graham Thomas LS7 20S3 4 Chris Cain Swill 6S.470 
20 Steven Codd Nimbus 2,b,c 2049 
21 Rory Ellis Discus 201S 

s Lucky Cunningham Swrll S3.897 

22 Timothy Edmunds Discus 1933 
23 Peter Rytand DG·400 17m 18S8 Midland Regionals/Junlor Pre-Worlds 
24 Tessa Whiting Discus w 1833 Husbands Bosworth, Jul 31·Aug 8 
2S Tim Davies LS8 15m 1806 

Dunstable Regionals, Aug 21-29 

26 Stave & Jane Nash Mosquito wl 1728 Pilot Glider Points 

27 Damien Dyer ASW 1S 1488 Class A Class A Pilot Glider Points 

28 Simon Armitage Discus 1484 1 Jeroen Verkuyl Std Cirrus 4S60 t Bill Craig ASW 27a,b 2678 

29 MarkWright Mosquito A,b 1462 2 Robbie Seton Discus w 4SS1 2 Mark Newland·smith ASW 28 2S92 

30 James Dean Astir Cs 1421 3 Jon Meyer ASW 201 4S34 3 Robert King ASW 27a,b 2S49 

3 1 Paul Copland ASW 19a,b 1372 4 Jelmer Wassenaa r Discus w 4S22 Mike Stringer/ Duo Discus 2S12 

32 HuwWilliams Std Cirrus 131S s John Roberts LS4 4487 Rupert Puritz 

33 Keith Hill Acro Twin 2 1312 6 Mark Holden Discus 4191 
s Paul Rackham LS7 2463 

34 Tim Parker Peg as us 1240 7 Daniel Rossier LS4 3981 
6 Rupert Robertson LS6 1Sm 2426 

3S Jeremy Beringer ls30 11S4 8 Roll Tietema Std Libelle 3926 7 Trevor Stuart ASW 27a,b 2314 

36 Minoo Patel LS8 15m 9SS 9 Leigh Hood Stdcirrus w 3861 8 Rob Brimfield ASW 24 w 2111 

37 Robert Godden LS11 747 10 Mike Tomlinson LS4 w 3849 
9 Geolf Payne ASW 27a.b 2099 

11 Mike Fox LS4 384S 10 lan Reekie LS8·18 tern 208S 

12 lan Craigie LS11 w 3792 
, Mik Garwocd Discus 1999 

13 Colin Watt ASW 201 3686 12 John Spencer LS81 Sm 1997 

Northern Regionals, 14 lan Macarthur Discus 3676 
13 David Starer Duo Discus 1941 

Sutton Bank, Jun 26-Jul 4 1S Berendsen I Kaisbeek Std Cirrus 3684 
14 Sieve Lynn ASW 27a.b 17S9 

16 Niek Van Dillen ASW 19bw 36S6 
1S Tony Hutchins I ASW27a,b 1742 

Pilot Glider Points 17 James Ewence Std Cimus 3639 
Andrew Brown 

1 John Willon ASW 20b,c 1S65 18 Gunnar Axelsson L$4 3436 
16 Francis Russell LS6c 18m 1731 

2 Richie Tocn/ Kestrel 19 1439 19 Stelan Hunger Std Libelle 3403 
17 John Ferguson/ Duo Discus 1712 

Derek Taytor 20 Peter P relsegger Std Libelle 3347 Colin Macalpine 

3 John Lynas Nimbus 2,b,c 1323 21 Dominik Fassler Discus 3312 
18 Andy French LSB 1Sm 1S50 

4 Graham Morris ASW 27a,b 1274 22 Tobias Stumpfl Libelle w+f 3271 
19 Wendy Head ASW 27a.b 1S43 

s Alan & Wes Kangers ASH 2S 2S.6m 1128 23 Graham Hibberd LS7 3238 20 Simon Edwards Ventus 2c I 8m 1493 

6 Bob Fox DG-100/101 106S 24 Andrew Thornhill DG·200 3116 
HC Mike Jelferyes/Cadets Stemme S I O 1239 

7 Richard Brisbourne Kestrel 19 1047 2S Mik Garwood Discus 3028 
21 Alan Head LS81Sm 994 

8 Mike Tomlinson LS4 w 967 26 Costa I Schiavotto LS4 2978 
22 Trevor Nash Glasflugel 604 767 

9 Geddes Chalmers LS8·18 ISm 946 27 Andreas Brandwer Discus 2834 
23 Ted Gales LS8·18 18m 699 

10 Stave Wilkinson Plk 20 882 28 Whiting I Stanley LS4 w 2828 24 Reb Rebbeck LS8 1Sm S93 

11; Geolf Beardsley/ Duo Discus 8S2 29 Henrlk Roos Std Jantar 2424 Class B J 

Robert John 30 Charlie Tagg LS7 w 2270 
1 Andy May/Robin May LS4 2714 

1t = Nick Heriz·smith Ventus C 17. 8S2 31 Chris Davison LS7 w 2028 
2 Malcolm Birch Sid Libelle 2697 

13 Sieve Sanderson DG-300 Club r 819 32 Dave Ruttle ASW 19a,b 1833 3 Norman Parry LS4 26S9 

14 Peter Ryland DG'""OO 17m 808 33 Brian Mcdonnell Discus 1528 4 Gordon Craig L$4 2486 

15z John Russell Ventus 2c 18 80S 34 P Andrews Std Libelle 1193 s Stuart Carmichael ASW 24 w 224S 

15= Stephen Bradford Kestrel 19 80S Class B 6 Martin Smith LS4 2140 

17= James Davidson/ Duo Discus 792 1 Georg Falkensammer Discus 2 w 42SO 
7 David Williams Std Libelle 2083 

Duncan Mackay 2 Nick nHet ASW 27a,b 4202 
8 Graham Paul Vega 1Sm 1842 

17= Sam SI Pierre DG-200 792 3 Jerry Langrick LS8 1Sm 4201 9 Alan Mokillen ASW20 1776 

19 Bob Bromwich DG·SOOISOS 789 4 Stefan Leutenegger Discus 2 w 403S 
10 Thomas Beckwithl Discus 1730 

20 Brian Stott Shk·1 776 s Cuming I Gleeson Duo Discus 4027 Paul Whipp 

21 Mark Jerman ASW28 770 6 Chris Curlis ASW 17 3948 
11 And rew Sampson LS4 1707 

22 John Clark Std Cirrus 767 7 Nick Hackett LS8 1Sm 3866 
12 Robin Hedge ASW20 1675 

23 Mark Holden Discus 711 8 Guy Corbelt Ventus 2c 18m 3796 13 Davld Brown ASW 19a.b . 1546 

24 B J Griffin DG-100/101 646 9 Andrew Davis Discus 2 w 3769 
14 Cornelius I Garlield K-21 1451 

2S lan Plan! Astir Cs 642 10 Basil Fairston ASW 27a,b 3727 
1S Alan Harrison /Cadets K-21 1431 

26 Robert Bottomley Discus 641 11 Christian Lyrenmann Discus Bwl 3704 
16 Justin Craig Std Cirrus w 1382 

27 Jamie Quarlermaine ASW 27a,b 629 12 Anna Wells LSS 1Sm 3676 
17 Peter Sharpe/ ASW 19a,b 1378 

28 Alan Jenkins Discus S94 13 Simon Barker ASW28 3669 
Simon Catlle 

29 Christopher Teagle Nimbus 3d S11 14 Mike Armstrong DG-505 20m I 3578 
18 Patrick Greer/ LS4 13S7 

HC David Hayes DG·1000 20m 491 1S Kangurs ASH2S 3S05 
Carl Sorace 

30 Steve Turner LS8 ISm 477 16 Ken Payne ASW 20b,c 3467 
19 Richard Lodge Std Cirrus 133S 

31 Pete Smith Std Cirrus 459 17 Mike Cos!ln Ventus 2c 18m 3461 
20 Thomas Rose Std Lrbelle w 1227 

HC John Ellis Nimbus 3 2S 4S8 18 Adrran Halton LS61Sm 309S 
21 John R Jeffrles K·21 1214 

32 Micheal Fairman ASW 19a,b 449 19 Martin White Nimbus 2,b,c 3016 
22 David Miller LS7 w 1198 

33 Mark To/son Cirrus 17.7 260 20 Large I Simpson Duo Discus 2913 
23 Kieran Commins ASW 19a,b 1180 

34 Mike Witton Std Jantar 2S3 21 Tony Pozerskis Lak17a 18m 27SS 
24 Graham Pursey ASW 19a.b 117S 

3S Peter O'Donald Duo Discus 0 22 Stephen Bradford Kestrel19 2746 
2S Peter Miles I Astrr Cs 9S6 

23 John Wiilon ASW 20b,c 26SO 
Roy Broadbridge 

24 John lnglis LS8 1Sm 2SSS 
26 Ayala Liran AstirCs 829 

For the provisions/ BGA ratings lis t, see p45 2S Malcolm Allan LS8 1Sm 2477 
27 Joe Walsh ASW 20 711 

26 Rory O'conor DG·800 18m 1611 
28 Jim Slater Discus 683 

27 John Spencer LS8 1Sm 1408 29 Anthony Claiden DG-100/101 621 

For next year 's competitions calendar, see p5 28 Shellon I Marsh LS8 ISm 0 
30 Mike Makln ASW20 444 

48 Sailplane & Gliding 
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Bidford ("Turbo") Regionals, Jun 12-20 

Position 
1 
2 
3 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 

Pilot 
Billlnglis 
David Findon 
Jamie Alien 
lan Cook 
Alastair Macgregor 
Simon Waterfall 
Richard Cote 
Brian Birlison 
David lnnes 
lain Evans 
Derek Piggoll 
Jon Wand 
Rory O'conor 
Kevin Hook 
Michael Pope 
Mike Thorne 
Chris Morris 
Julian Hitchcock 
Rod Wilier 
Richard Chapman 
Ralph Jones 
Frank Jeynes 
Tony Moulang/ 
Tim Gardner 
Mike Osborn 
Mike Costin 
"'z• Goudie 
Ted Cotes 
Tim Caswell 
Gordon Burkert 

Glider 
Ventus 2c 18m 
Nimbus 4d 
Ventus C 17.6m 
Ventus 2c 1 8m 
Discus w 
Nimbus 3d 
Ventus 2c 18m 
Duo Discus 
Nimbus 4 
LS8-18 18m 
Duo Discus 
ASH 26 
DG-800 18m 
DG-400 17m 
Ventus 2c 1 8m 
Discus,,... 
Ventus 2c 18m 
LS8-18 18m 
Ventus 2c 1 Sm 
Ventus t6.6m 
Nimbus 4d 
Ventus 2c 18m 
Ventus 2c 18m 

Points 
4760 
3742 
3739 
3720 
3660 
3406 
3404 
3379 
3368 
3366 
3280 
3202 
3181 
3084 
3071 
2999 
2925 
2858 
2730 
2727 
2469 
2461 
2376 

Ventus C 17.6m 2274 
Ventus 2c 18m 2240 
Discus 1881 
DG-800 18m 1742 
Ventus C 17.6m 1067 
DG-100/101 289 

Inter-Services Regional Gliding Competition 
RAF Cosford, Jul 31-Aug 8 

Open Class 
Pilot 
Martyn Pike 

2 Peter Stafford-AIIen 
3 Billlnglis 
4 Simon Adlard 
5 Ged Mcknighl 
6 Angus Walson 
7 Paul Mclean 
8 lan Mountain 
9 Nick Smith 
1 0 Barley I Jones 
11 Del Ley 
12 Tony World 
1 3 Trip Rogers 
14 Nick Aram 
15 Chris Heames 
16 Trev Cook 
17 Carl Peters 
18 Luke Hornsey 
19 Terry Moyes 
20 Philip Stur\ey 
21 Richie Arnall 
22 Mike Osborn 
23 Brian Penlold 
24 Tochl Marwaha 
25 Jeynes I Wilier 
26 Garretl / Critchlow 
27 Sarah Plait 
28 Gaz Baker 
29 Andy Farr 
30 Guy Davidson 
31 Peter Gallagher 
32 Graham French 
33 Wailer Baumann 
34 Ollie Peters 
35 Peter Kingwill 
36 Dj Graham 
37 Paul Moslin 

Sport Class 
1 AITribe 
2 Daz Smith 
3 Dave Bromley 
4 Tim Davies 
5 Andy Hyslop 
6 David D'arw 
7 Derek Piggoll 
8 Will Davis 
9 A Clark 
10 Bob Blanchard 
11 Pele Yeo 
12 John Wright 
13 Dave Peck 
14 Terry Mitchell 
15 Chris Franklin 
16 Phil Penrose 
17 Mike Willon 
18 Bernd Vermeulem 

Glider 
Ventus 2c 18m 
Ventus 16.6m 
Ventus 2c 18m 
Duo Discus 
LS6c 17.5m 
ASH 25 25.6m 
Ventus 2c 18m 
LS7 w 
Discus 
ASW 27a.b 
Discus 
ASW 27a.b 
Discus 
Ventus 2c 18m 
Duo Discus 

Points 
2778 
2597 
2580 
2531 
2331 
2322 
2116 
2091 
2030 
2023 
1975 
1953 
1947 
1938 
1926 

Duo Discus 1912 
ASW 27a,b 1898 
ASW 20 1857 
Ventus C 17.6m 1840 
LS6c 18m 1805 
Discus 1801 
Ventus C 17.6m 1741 
Nimbus 2,b.c 1603 
LS8 15m 1590 
Duo Discus 1 524 
Janus C fixed 1415 
ASW 24 w 1389 
Discus w 1294 
Discus w 129 1 
Discus \•J 1198 
Discus 1195 
Discus 1189 
Discus 1106 
Ventus 2c 18m 840 
D ISCUS 705 
ASW 20 288 
Discus w 270 

K-21 
Pegasus 
Std Cirrus 
ASW 15 
K-21 
LS4 
K-21 
LS4 
LS4 
K-21 
Szd 51 Junior 
Pegasus 
DG-100/101 
K-21 
Astir Cs 
Std Jantar 
Std Jantar 
K-21 

2146 
2082 
2035 
1894 
1739 
1685 
1618 
1602 
1408 
1086 
1009 
1005 
924 
638 
591 
502 
471 
334 

December 2004 - January 2005 

Class A 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 , 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

25 
26 

Gransden Regionals 
August 7-14 

Pilot 
Phil Jeflery 
Graham Drury 
Simon Redman 
Andy Walford 
John Birch 
Alan Head 
John Mcnamee 
Robbo Roberts 
Rod Wilier 
Jane & Steve Nash 
Richard & Peter Baker 
Malcolm Allan 
Alastair Macgregor 
John Rogers 
Rob Jarvls 
Dennis Heslop 
Janet Birch 
Mike Brooks 
Richard Chapman 
John Carter 
Colin Davey 
Chris Luton 
James Kellerman 
Andrew Watson/ 
Chris Ramshorn 
Richard Starey 
Frank Keinhofter 

Glider 
LS8 15m 
LS8 15m 
LS8 15m 
ASW 27a.b 
Duo Discus 
Duo Discus 
Duo Discus 
ASW 20 w 
Duo Discus 
Mosquito B w 
ASH25 
LS815m 
Discus w 
LS6 15m 
Ventus C 17.6m 
Ventus 2c 1 8m 
LS8 15m 
LS6 15m 
Ventus 1 6.6m 
DG-1000 20 
Duo Discus 
LS8 15m 
ASW 27a,b 
ASW 20b,c 

Points 
4846 
4748 
4409 
3774 
3772 
3759 
3594 
3551 
3534 
3372 
3327 
3269 
3223 
3108 
3093 
3025 
2669 
2645 
2384 
2324 
2039 
1770 
1745 
1337 

ASW 27a,b 1311 
Discus w 780 

UK Mountain Soaring Competition 
Aboyne, Sep 5·11 

1 
2 
3 

7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 

6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 

12 
13 
14 
15 

16 

17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

35 
36 

Pilot 
Ray Wilson 
Phil King 
Mark Jerman 
Tail and Naylor 
Dickie Feakesp 
Steve Thompson 
Andrew Warbrick 
James Davidson 
John Wllliams 
Pete Gray 
Sam and Mike 
Bruce Duncan 
Simon Ramsay 
Dave Latimer 
Duncan Mackay 

Glider 
DG 600 17m 
LS8 18m 
ASW 27 
Duo Discus 
ASH 25E 
DG 200 
LS 6 
ASH 25 
LS8 18m 
DG -200 17 
DG- 200 
Pi rat 
Discus 
Discus 
Duo Discus 

Booker Regionals, Jun 12-20 

Pilot 
DaveWatt 
Paul Brice!Tim Scott 
Bruce Cooper 
Peter/Sally Wells 
Owain Waiters/ 
Richard Garner 
Mark Davis 
Guy Sutherland 
Mark Brown 
JimWhite 
John Gilbert 
Doug Hilton/ 
Ashley Birkbeck 
Mark Jerman 
Mike Philpoll 
Brian Forrest 
Jack Luxton I 
Jan McCoshim 
Geoll Lyons I 
Robert Sinden 

Glider 
Ventus 2a,b 
ASW 27a.b 
LS6 (1 5m) 
ASW 27a.b 
Libelle (w) 

Discus (w) 
ASW 19a,b 
Std C1rrus 
ASW 27a,b 
LS3 (15m) 
LS7 (w) 

ASW28 
LS8 (15m) 
LS7 
LS8 (15m) 

LS6 (15m-w) 

Andrew Betteley Pegasus 
Derek Stall LS4 
Tony Hughes LS6 (15m) 
Ben Fle\"lett Discus 2a 
Pete Sheard/David See Discus 2a 
Andrew Preston ASW 19a,b 
Glen Alison Ventus ( 15m) 
Alan Green LS8 (15m) 
Alun Jenkinsl LS4 
Roberl Smith 
William Parker 
Luke Roberts 
Hannah Hay 
Stephen Williams 
Minoo Patel 
Geoll Tabbner 
Paul Copland 
John Turner 
Mary Meagher/ 
Andy Short 
Marjorie Hardwick 
Michael Pettican I 
Mark Holden 

ASW 20b.c 
DG-200 
LS4 
DG-300 
LS8 (15m) 
Ventus Bl 
ASW 19a,b 
Discus 
Pe.gasus 

LS6 (15m) 
Discus Cs 

Points 
2456 
2106 
1683 
1681 
1634 
1532 
1153 
1102 
964 
944 
732 
541 
511 
291 
118 

Points 
5673 
5587 
5413 
4940 
4517 

4320 
3976 
3729 
3592 
3444 
3429 

3352 
3336 
304 1 
3019 

2458 

2198 
2145 
2127 
2088 
1914 
1811 
1663 
1575 
1505 

1378 
1224 
1104 
1096 
1087 
951 
824 
778 
651 

344 
80 

Class B 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

24 
25 
26 

27 
28 

Class A 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
HC 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26= 
26= 
28 
29 
30 
Class B 
1 
2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25= 
25= 

Pilot 
Richard Maskell 
Paul Rice 
Jim Crowhurst 
Peter O'donald 
Gerald Bass 
WiiiHarris 
Neil Goudie 
Peter Healy 
Steve Woolcock 
Jell Tucker 
Tony Weatherhead 
Mike Aoberts 
Jem Oavies/ 
Colin Cownden 
Clive Thomas 
Gordon Burkert 
Paul Copland 
Paul Candler 
Michael Benson 
David Williams 
Simon Armitage 
Andrew Preston 
John Ferguson 
Julian Bayford/ 
Steve Foster 
Peter Hamblin 
Derek Coker 
Paul Browne/ 
Martin Gregorie 
Laurie Clarke 
Paul Harvey 

Glider 
Discus 
ASW20 
ASW 19a.b 
LS7 
Pegasus 
ASW20 
LS4 
ASW 19a.b 
LS7w 
LS7w 
ASW24 w 
ASW 19a,b 
ASW20 

Pegasus 
DG-100/101 
ASW 19a,b 
LS7 w 
Discus 
Std Libelle 
Discus 
ASW 19a.b 
DG-500 20m 
ASW20 

Discus 
Pik20 
ASW 20 

ASW 20 
LS7 w 

Points 
4681 
4665 
4387 
4370 
4212 
4004 
3839 
3756 
3599 
3424 
3372 
3325 
3216 

3043 
2963 
2903 
2886 
2810 
2677 
2663 
2589 
2561 
2366 

2194 
1453 
1318 

1104 
0 

Lasham Regionals, Jul 3-11 

Pilot 
Graham Mcandrew/ 
Hugh Kindell 
Mike Foreman 
Chris Lytlellon 
Paul Kite/ AI Nunn 
John Taylor 
Tim Parker 
Ralph Jones 
Tony Mou\ang 
Ed Smallbone 
David lnnes 
Jim White 
John White 
John Simmonds 
Peter Paterson 

Glider 
Duo Discus 

Points 
1798 

Nimbus 3d 25.5m 1284 
ASW 27a,b 1270 
Nimbus 3 25.5m 1262 
LS6c 17.5m 
ASW 22bl 
Nimbus 4 
Venlus 2c 18m 
ASW 20 
Nimbus 4 
ASW 27a,b 
Ventus 15m 
Ventus C 17.6m 
LS8-18 18m 

Keith Wallon Nimbus 2.b,c 

1185 
1158 
1157 
1139 
1123 
1092 
1032 
1028 
1010 
1003 
987 
981 
980 
940 
939 
848 
845 
819 
728 
708 
706 
656 
624 
624 
503 
177 

Alan Baker ASW 20 
Mick Wells ASH 25 25.6m 
Peter Reading ASH 25 25.6m 
Peter Hambiin Discus 
Jell Warren ASW 28·181 
Geoll Payne ASW 27a.b 
Howard Torode Kestrel 20 
Chris Gibson/Colin HuntASW 20bl,cl 
Nicki Marchant LS6 t5m 
880 Syndicate Nimbus 3d 25.5m 
Tony World ASW 27a.b 
Andy Holmes Discus 2a 
Derek Piggott Ventus A.b 16.6m 
Debbie Scholey Ventus C 17.6m 
Doug Edwards ASW 17 
Bill Hosie Nimbus 3 25.5m 0 

David Williams 
Mark DavenporV 
Garry Coppin 
Peter Hea\y 
Alan Eckton 
G\yn Bradney 
Nicho\as Smith 
Steve & Jane Nash 
John Hoolahan 
Simon Kronleld 
Bob Johnson 
Graham Venning 
Mall Sheahan 
Derek Tagg 
Shaun Lapworth 
Michael Brooks/ 
Mik Garwood 
Gareth Bird 
Martin Rayner 
Derek Copeland 
Paul Harvey 
Ann Lay\ee 
David Shearer 
David Bowte\1 
Chris Lewis 
Malcolm Hodgson 
Tony Challoner 
Stewart Watson 

Libelte 201 1518 
Discus w 1516 

ASW 19a.b 1451 
Discus 1418 
Libelle 201 1 364 
Std Libel\e 1140 
Mosquito B w 1129 
ASW 20 1104 
Discus 2 w I 043 
Pegasus 1013 
Pegasus 1 009 
Std Cirrus 933 
Discus 866 
ASW 19a,b 831 
JanusA,b 818 

Discus w 701 
ASW 20 680 
Std Cirrus 603 
LS7 w 579 
ASW 24 IV 569 
LS3 15m 512 
DG-100/101 418 
Astir Cs 385 
Pilatus B4 159 
DG-505 20m Flap 0 
Ka6cr 0 
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CP WEST 
SAILPLANE SERVICE 

We onl take on work we can start immediate/ 

+ All major & minor repairs and maintenance 

+ Sailplanes, Gliders, PFA types and Insurance work 

+ Wood, Metal or Fibreglass 

+ German trained and qualified composite specialist 
+ Purpose-built environment controlled workshop 

+ CofA, annual and mandatory inspections 

+ Weight & Balance, and CofG positioning 

+ Modifications, instrument panels, refinishing 

Contact Roger Hurley 
Tel: 01432 851886 Fax: 01432 850598 

email- rogerhurley@gliderpilot.net 

Bronze & Beyond h. 
\ •rillen fnr British ghd r 
v. hn, n• aming f 1r the BronL • 
Badbre, but it ·ill J:o t 
u. L'ful tu mc1re L' pL·ri~nc ·d 
ro s- ountr • pilo 

-

nami , 
another 

ia Id-
human ILl tor . 

air-J. w. radi . 
uir~pan and 

w ·.mccullagh.d m n .c.: 
.ukl bronze.ht.m 

Keep up to date 
IF YOU want instant information from the 
BGA, why not try our News Service? 

Thi fre internet-ha eel service deliv 'rs 
email alerts about all important I~GA 
mformation a it i releas •d, in categori s of 
your choice. You w ill al o receive your 
own copy of the Association's monthly 
newsletter straighl your de k. 

To sign up for this free service, visit 
https:!lwww.gliding.eo.uk/subscriptions 

Sailplane & Gliding 

https:llwww.gliding.co.uklsubscriptions
mailto:rogerhurley@gliderpilot.net


ww.REFINISH.biz 
Glider repairing & refinishing in Poland 

Great prices- Superb quality and service - BGA approved workshops 

Refinishing 
The workshops in Poland have already completed nearly 
60 UK gliders. Our aim is to provide a high quality finish 
with minimum hassle for our customers 

Open Class, Standard & 15/18m 
Complete Refinish in T35, Swalberlack or "2 Pack", All 
Mylar seals replaced, cockpit repainted, Numbers and 
logos replaced, full weight and mass balance of control 
surfaces, minor surface damage filled, BGA CofA 
provided. The glider Gel coat is effectively returned to "as 
new" condition. 

We look after al l the arrangements and can provide 
collection and delivery as required. 

Please contact us to discuss any of our services 

December 2004 - January 2005 

Repairs 
Repair only service 
We offer a full glider repair service, including door to door 
collection and delivery anywhere in the UK. We will give a 
fixed price quote and realistic completion dates. A BGA 
CofA and weighing are included. 

Repair and Refinish service 
For gliders being repaired we can offer a very, very good 
deal on a complete reflnish at the same time. 

Puchacz re-lifeing 
We can re-life and refurbish high hours SZD Puchacz to 
increase their useable life to 12,000 hours 

Crabb Computing 
3 Salford Close 
Welford, Northants. NN6 6JJ 
Tel +44 (0)1858 575665- paul@crabb.biz 

0 
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u 
news 

Anglia (Wattisham) 
THERE h.we bec.>n numerou <o los this y~w at Anglia , 
one of them being S<!an Smith. He wJs also the first 

student to he sent solo by Jamcs Dean, who got his 
1\ssist.lnt Rating e rlier this )•ea r, <1 ftcr many years as an 

AEI/Il l . H .1nn.1h Cooper also went so lo in early 
September. Mark "Woody" Wood has completed his 

Si lver h •ight and dur<ll ion as well as Bronze thi s 

summer, DJ Graham has his Gold. ;\ndy Smith and 
Kev Girling arc well on ~1eir way to I:Jronw and Cross­

Coun try Endorsemen t (g t those Rronze papc•rs clone). 

The club has had more members invo lved in contests 
thi s year than in the past couple of ym rs ,md as a result 
st rong cross-country ethos h;Js deve loped. We look 

iorward to the next season to see what that w ill bring. 

DJ Graham 

Bidford (Bidford) 
AS at so many other c lubs, 21J04 hc1sn 't been a season 

to r member. With the bad w ea th er keepi ng launch 

rates down, it has also given us waterlogging problems 
in both May <.md August. These two factors, as well as 
som extra maintenance requi red on one of our tugs, 

and a new engine in our Gator retri eve buggy, make for 

grim rei.1d ing in the end of season accounts. However 
wP are in the process of formu lati ng a new business 

p lan for next year. We say goodbye to John Dean, alter 
h is third and final >'ea r ~s cnurs<:' instructor, ,Ji though he 

w ill still be around the odd weekend throughout the 
winter for instructiona l fli gh ts. Congratul ations to 

Cordon and l.ynn, who arc now married. We had a 
week-long cl ub expedition to Lleweni Pare, with our 

l'awnee tug. 1vlost people mana >ed eith ·r ridge or 
wave flight, with Andrcw Rr2 id getting lw highest ga in 

to 16,500it. We thank the members and tafi ior their 
hospi tdlity. lly the t·ime thi s goes to print we wi ll h<Jve 

had our dinner dance, dnd thank Simon W~terfall again 

ior hi s ~vent organila ti on sk ill s. Here's to a good 2005. 
lames Ward 

Black Mountains (Talgarth) 
OUR task week at th e end of August was iul ly subscribed 
and turned out 1:1 great success with tusks set on every 
rlay and th e usual barbecues and li ve music after fl y ing. 
M.1rtin Langford comp leted his DiamonrJ goa l with a 

J05 km tr ia ngle• taking in Enstone anrl l.ong Myncl. 
Anoth(tr member, -..vho shall rcmllin nnmeiE's~ , managed 

to join tile' 29Bkm club and h. ~ vow~·d to be< a bit 

more patient w hen leaving the l~st therma l of the d,1y! 
Greatly aided by thC' enthusiasm ni Don Pul\ock, our 
nC\'\' CFI Jnd m idweek in 1ructor/ man,1ger, we are 

12 per cent ahead on launLhes over last year and the 

average flight time per launch is ,1n amazing 1.5 hours 
plus <1 nd tha t ind url<'5 training c ircuit' ,md tria l !l ights! 

Please send news to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 
or Helen Evans. 7 Ollney Road, Minchinhampton, 
Stroud GL6 9BX to arrive by December 7 for the 
February-March issue (February 8 for Aprii-May) 
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On non-flying days. Don has be n busy w ith his le lU re 

programme, oiten using the brieGng room he has created 
in th e old L<~rava n nexl to the h;mgar. The m idweek tu g 

pilot ro1.1 is working we ll w ith specia l th,1nks to IJo 

Sa undby anri Tony Crowdcn and many oth ers, incl ucl• ng 
Don Gosden, our newest lug pi lot. The regular wave 
exped itions from other clubs dre ,miving thick and fast 

to pl<~y on our 'I OOkm plus of ridges and sample the 
wav<'. On 0 tober 9. the Dunstablc cont ingent ,mivcd 

en m .. 1sse, rigged and were soon in the cJstcrly wave at 

10,500it above the clubhouse at the base oi the airway 
where there was till 4 knots p lus to be h<1d! Excellent 
visibili ty g;we superb v iews oi the Bristol Channel ,md 

Lundy Island. 
Robbie Robertson 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
IT seems J bit qu iet .11 Hooker ,l t the moment Jiter the 

widely reponed ~uccesscs of our memlwrs in so many 

National competitions during the season. The 1\boync 

exped ition has y ielded, so iar, juS! on<' new Diamond 
height for G len A lison. St ill , J lot of il y ing has been 
done, as wPII as some friendly competi tion with a litt le 

dub about 50km down the road irom Booker. Recent 
firs t >olos in lucle Nigd Kent, Rob Munro, Loui s 

Q u<1r tl y, lim Pengcll y <Jnd John Spen er, whilst D iana 

A rice (w ife oi former cha irman Paul Bricel and Chri s 
Wilson have resoloed. An unoiiicial cxp<?d itlon seems 

very likely to the Borders c lub, home of stnff in>trurtor 
Ancly Hendcrsr;n; oth er exped itions are being planned 

to Shobdon and Ont ur n ·xt sprin g, using both our Duo 
and ESC gliders. Th e te lev ision ~1nd r~1dio news hcJve 

recent ly been full of oh ituarie> fnr w hdt must be our 

most famous former rnc•rnber; one Chri>topher Reeve. 
He was a iull and act ive• member at Aookc.•r during tlw 

late seventies and e<u ly eighties, wh il st he was m.1king 

the first twu Superman fi lms in England. lie w<.~s a pari 
owner of 580, an ASW 19 thnt 1.1yerl on th ' it for 

many years. Our sympdthies go to his iamily, , Iter hi s 
long, widely publi cised struggle with the paralysis that 

resul ted from " riding accident sonw nine years ago. 
Roger N<'al 

Borders (Milfield) 
OVER the p.w th ree mon ths there has been J decent 
amount of wave activity, usually peaking at a modest 
10,000ft lev I. However, Hugh Raird climbed to 

12,000il Qn September 17, in the club Asti r. Hugh o1ncl 

a sign ifi cant cluster of sages, self-employed (I think) and 
unwaged (maybe), keep Mi liiel d !l ying on Fridays, clur 

ing th<? months of Brit ish Summer Time'. Slev<' Marples 
hc15 completed his iive hours in his l'ilatu ll4 ; it is not 

rta in ii th is is hiS first. Ancly llarclg ' tt fin• heel the 
speed lement oi the 1 OOkm Diploma in his L54b. The 

wnvc weeks have been we ll attended bv ot her cl ubs, 
who generally experi enced good s0~1rin g . Visitors hdve 

com~ irom Eight Ba ll , Derby & Lancs. Hu ' llos e1 nd 
Buckmin ster. Newark & .'\lotts, Burn and even Mid land 

,C w ill he· ,1 ttending. M.J rk Erlund iron1 8uc;km inster 

ga ined Cold height with a cl imb to 14,200it on 
October 1. Em<1 G.J mlin so locd on O ctober 'J. We werp 

saddened lo heM of the recent de,llh of 

li fe member 1\ lan L! rw in !see nhilu.Jr); p62J. 

Leonard Dent 

Bowland Forest (Chipping) 
WF. h<1w m iss(>(i out on some po1enti.1lly good flying 
days becaus > of the re ent ra in tnade our i ielcltoo 

boggy, but we have managed to paint our w indsock 
pole a glorious bright yellow. Congratulations to Trevor 

Tuthi l l and Jefi r>avies n n becoming Assistant Ca tegory 
Instructors- that will ease the roster io r duty inst ructors. 

We hJd a V<o'ry successfu l set oi evPnls during the 

Nat iona l Gl icling week, w ith lots o f publicity in the 
loca l press lsee the 'public ity ' link on our web;i tc at 

www.hfgc.co.uk for some wondcriu l press cuttings and 
pho tographs). Many thanks to Phi I Punt ior Jrmnging 

the press visit>. We have a K-13 and <1 K-8 currently in 
the workshop, hoth undergo ing iul l refurbishment .md 

Ema Gamlin. who soloed at Borders GC. Milfield, on 
October 9 this year, proudly clutches her new wings 

the reiurbishment of th e Gents lnill·t s i; s~ill making 

progress! ). 
Eileen Littler 

Bristol & Glos (Nympsfield) 
CFt Tlm Mactadyen i lcw the lo('J I M I', w ho was brided 

about th e c luiJ c~ nd off red he lp w ith o~ ny problems. 

A new six-ai rcrd ft hangar pro ject is 1-JrUCt'eding, JS is i:l 
rower ltne to th e private trad <;• rs . 1\ new launchpoin l 

bus is neorly re.1rly and new mel;, l Scout wing' .1re on 
the way. We 're trying to beat tlw badgers w ith electri c 
ience, . Thanks to Ri ch;ml Grey. •, ho stepped in to the 

ro lrc oi wcrc•t .1ry. M.llly memb rs enjlly<'d Alpim· ilyi ng 

with James MetcJi fe in the cl ub OG-50S this summer. 
Lemmy Tanner is to di ren tiP 200S Standard Nationals 
A farcwc.JI was hdd for. umrner instructor GJvin 

W ri gley. who is to return n xl year. 
Bernard Smyth 

Burn (Burn) 
CO 'GRI\TU LATIONS to Luk<> Brownhridge on go ing 
solo w ithin a iew days of his sixteenth b i rthd<~y. i\ lso to 
Ron jubb, more th.m 50 yeMs his senior. on g.1ini ng his 

Stondarcl aerobati c badge. ~<11)' Marshal ! has re-su loed 

aft r a period out of gliding and is making va liant eiforts 
to complete his Sil ver before winter arrives. So f.1r this 
)'f'<lr WP h.1vf' had no f1i(1mond fli ght~ hut Pxpc-•ditions 
.1re pl.1nncd to both t\hoync .10d Miliicld so th ·re; is 

sti ll hope. The duLhouse WdS made available tu the 

residents of Burn, ovc'r J perioclui two days, to vi"w 
propos.1ls by urth Yorkshire Cn 11nty Council for the 

re-routing of tJ,' A 1 'J to bypas the vi l lage. Our 
thuughts h<IVI! b.:en wit h Mf' l Morris .1nrl his fa mily on 

the death of hi s son, Flight Lieu tenan t l~•ul Morris. who 
w.1s killed in a flying <lCc idPnt .1 t RAF Mo~rh am after 

20 years' di stinguished i lying serv ic<• w ith the Ri\f'. 
George Goodenough 

Cairngorm (Feshiebridge) 
WE are now in the: micldl o f Oc tobcrics t with visiting 

pilots Jl l try ing to outdo each ntlwr In ga in tor p lace on 
the Vert ie<•lllarograph Tract' ChMt. which pri z.ed ;pot. 

at the moment, belongs to l<ic l'restwich with a limb 

to I 'l,SOOit. Congr<ltu lations to William M clvod on 
being the fi rst of our Roya i J\ercm ;,ut ir-<~ 1 Soci<'ty bur ary 
stud('nts to go solo, Well done and thanks is due in no 

short meil!oun · to our CFI 1\ndy C 1rtcr ior givi ng up his 

time so freely to co,JCh our student memht•rs. Thank> 
are t1 1so due to tugmt~_ster ick Norman. Jzm Carruth E.1rS, 

Roger Crcig, Jnd John Why!(• in gett ing our lug throuflh 
another annu.11 L of/\. VV ·sha ll lw fl y ing through tlw 

winter at weekend~ and midweek by .lrrJng rnenl. 
Pl<·ase SP<' our wdJs ilr· ,11 www.glidingorg for dC"tail s. 

Chris Fiorentini 

Chilterns Centre (RAF Halton) 
CONC RATU ! ATI 01'-.1. to K(' V Maher ton h is Okm to 

Enstone in the• K- fl 10 compl<'le h is Silver). Inn Ca llachcr 
(on his Full Ca t, St,,ges 1, l .10d 3 'LMC Instruct< r 
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Mike Randle (centre) celebrated 50 years of flying by 
holding a party at Cotswold GC, Aston Down 

r.1ti ng and Inspector 's ti.:;ket), Col in M <;lnnes {StJges 1, 2 
and ·l SI MG lnstru tor rating), P;;tul Moslin (Ass ~ ~ a nd 

lns[Jf'CI.or's ticket) ,md Gu Davidson ( ss Cat). A big 

thank you i clue to Don Knight for sorting all the 
wooden K serie.s inspections. so IJ1e wood tleet is back 

in the ,1ir -· though aff'_ K-2 i' St ill ilt ing rlnj<x:tcdly in 
the back of the h, n ar. A rec ruiting drive hy Colin and 

1'-'lark has resul tl -d in an inllux of memb rs frorn the 

Station .tnd it is huped th is rot 'nti I c~ n be further 
develoj.Jed. We have also be n ~eei ng the r ults of the 

U -L UGC'• Freshers' F.tyrc. A lso. cl uu/centr • m mbers. 
don't fo rget we are n w a even-day-a-w eek oper<ll in n, 

so if the w ind is on one of the r idges (usua ll y works 
fro111 WC5tc rl iPs c lockwi ~t~ rounrl to nu rt h ~P;'I ~ t (-" r li f's) 

come clown <tnd k<ecp current w ith some e n j oye~h l c 

riclge soa ring. A vvMm welcume to new 5tJ.ff lll (~mhe rs 

Pt"tc ll rown, Mick IIJ77ard and GJrry Gi nniP. 

Mt•<t nwh il t• tht• final st.J gc' o f the move ;tre being 
comp leted, anti some conso liclc tion w ill result in 

surp lus ~·quipmen t hccom i11g idenliii e;'d , so if ,myone 
h~;5 'my rpquiremt'nts vvp rn ~1 y he able tn help for a 

pri ce - contac t Tf:l'd N ormd n on m.ln.-'l;.w·r Ci!.1RAfCSA. org . 
Un ,, sad note, our condolences go to Rick ;md 

Virginia's parents " 11 th ~ untimely passing of Ginny 
l luntlcy at just 28 yt'~rs of age. 
Andrew Hyslop 

Clevelands (RAF Dishforth) 
TI-lE 1mall expedition to L;ermany proved d isappo int ing 
- on I one contest day to be hdd, hut Emma Sa lisbury 

did manJgc to squeeze in ,, 22Ukm fl ight. Our pre­
Bron?c pilob h cWL' been thP main dChi "' V r r cent ly. 

Karl Dagger and 13u iJ Crick have borh achieved Bronze 
l 0f1S. ,1nd And, Rhod - ' nd 'Ca~· ca,~idy CCII IV('fl('d tu 

the K-18. Then' has been a lil rg in i lux of new university 

members, w hich has kepi our instruc tors busy la nd the 
b.1r l ively!). We wou ld l ike l(l extend grateful th,1nks to 

the I rea ure1~ PC'!<-' Mrtrshdll , ft~r all hi' h,trd wmk ;md 
dedi at ion 10 the c lub. U niortunatcly io r us, Petc has 

IJePn posted H igh Wy 'umlw. but not bcinre he con-
verted to the Venrus! 

Polly Whitehead 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
THE wedlhcr since j ulv ha' not bct•n too ki nd and 

regrett .tbl y c.t used the cdnce ll ~ t ion or curta i lnlPnl oi 

som~ of the t,Jsk weekm ds orgJnised lty the chairm~ n 
.tlthough C,trv fry0r ~ncl Ancly Sm ith in pa rt icui.Jr 

continuP to fly 400km-plu> eros~-c:ount rics. f or sonw 
whi le lW heve had rli ifitul t)' in gett ing su fficient wi nch 

drivl'rs irom lhc membership lo cover weekend fl ying in 
sumnlt'r. Tu improvE' l he s itu o~t i on the cha irmJn llds 

inst ig.1ted a w inch rota together with a tra ini ng pl,u1 10 

ensure thJ t o~ll solo pi lo ts .trc• quali fied to dr ive lhe 

winch. So f,tr the system seems to work wl'll. At a p.trty 

itl tlw clubhouse we r0cent ly ce lciJ rat<Ocl M ike l< and le's 
50 y<ws of glidinA. ,v tikc brought ;tl ong his o ldt•s t 
l <~ghlloks tk•sc rih ing his ii r> t fli ghts Jt The ,vtynd, some• 

uf wh ich were quite eventfu l ! \Ale \<\ds h him ,1nd w it(', 
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ja ne mcny more ye.lfs of fl ying. A IJstair Harri son f lc>w 
h is Std Ci rrus o~ t th e juniors and fin ished 22 nd but had e 

storming i irst day. W eekl y course instructor Bo N il ssen 
was able to send Anclrew Bellamy, Nick Best and james 

Cull for firs t solos on the morn ing of September 9. We 
bd icve that th rN• solos in a morn ing is ,, c luh record . 

frank Birlison 

Cranwell (RAF Cranwell) 
WELL, we .lfe c1pproach ing rhat time of yeM aga in I in 
some ,.,,;pc -r, a blessi ng! The sight of some members in 

shorts! They should be l icens>d.) In spire of the U K 
wea l her a number of members hJve achieved some 

'iuccc:,Scs, our eongratul.ll ions goi ng to tv\i riam Gillow. 
for achieving her two Bronze lef\S, lames H,1le h is Silver 

height, and a good <lltcmpt by lohn Trueme~ n to gain 
Sil vf'f <iistanrc, l;111d ing s~ fe l y in a fiP icl jusl short o f his 

goa l. We were well represented at the In ter-serv ices at 

Cosford . Tim Davics gai ned 1st, 2nd and .lrd riJ ces and 
Cdm ·4th over,tll in I he sports dass. \Ne were abl l' to 

w elcome some oi the members from Four ·ou nties GC. 
who joined us on ,J ouplt• oi WPl'kencls w hi lsr their 

own o~irfic ld was being used for the Bri tish M odel Fl y ing 

Chdmp ionships and oth er Jcti vi tics; we hope )'OU 

enjoyed the fly ing Jnrl look forward to seei ng you 
,tgain . Last hut nor least, nice to see Ray W alker <1ga in, 

and a warm welcome back from all o f us. 

Z.eb Zamo 

Dartmoor Gliding Society (Brentor) 
W E ;trc indebted to Co l in Sanders, once more, for 

inspectin g dnd recoverin g th e wings of our K-7/ 13 and 
getting it bock in the air, inspecti ng our K-1 3, thu s 
en,l h li ng us tu rd urn tu ,1 twu twin ·)Ca! npcrelt ion, dnd 

giv ing us .1n opt ion ior our ea rly so los to fl y, w hi le the 

c lub K-6 is at hi' workshop for the sim il<tr inspection. 
\~Ve hlwc sent the club Zugvoge l J.way to Aston Down 
fo r repair. Congratu lat ion s to C erald 8 c1 dcock for c-:>a rn ­

ing his Bronze; after J break fo llowing many yea rs il y­
ing w ith th e ATC in the '1950s Gt-rald decided to return 

to glid ing lpropcr ly!l and re-sn lnerl lasl yea r. He 
brought his w ife w ith him inlo the cl ub and Jennipher is 

now" stCJiwo rt oi th e launchpoint wh ilst progress ing 
tnwt1rds solo. Thf' we:t thcr ha~ not been conducive ior 
long-distance soJring. although Trevor T~ylor h~s . a 
ever, done h i ~ be~ t. thb tirne 11l r.lf1Jging to land at 
l la lcs land IM end ip) w hilst thc·y weren't flv ing. and hdv­
ing to take J bus back from Cheddar to Pl ymouth 

bdorl' retr ieving h is janrar the fo llowing day! Bob 
junes, va l iantly pursuing Si lv •r distance, declared North 
I I i ll on September I and, obtaining no more than 

2,100it Q FE, m<~ n<tged to g t a.> far as North Tawton 
near O kehampton before m,1k 111g his fi rst field landing 
for re,·tl. 

Martin Cropper 

Deeside (Aboyne) 
QU I>! 7th UK M ounta in Soa ring Championship, h Id ,1[ 

the beginning oi Septt>mbcr, was J gre;ll success w ith 

I b entra nts. D irected by ~>toy Fcrgusun-Dall ing and 
scored by M ike Whyment, it had ix fly ing d,l )'S out of 
seven. Al though I he wealher was poort•r l'han previous 
years, there \.V(:'H:' tasks in both wave and thermZIIs. 

The w inner was Oces ide's Roy VVil son, fi nall y getti ng 

out o f the runner-up's spot, w hich fell to l'h il King, w ith 

M " k )<'rman third. Another nw mbt·r. ll ruce l1unc.1n, 
won the Novice .-\ward and also achieved his Gold 
h ·igh t on the last day, w hi le An drew Wa rbri c;k tuok th e 

Height Trop hy. Our thanks to .111 involved, dnd pMi icu-
1.-Hiy to our m ;-lny :-.ponsors. O ur New Mf'mb~rs' 

Cou rs(~s h .:l VP. produced their fi rst ~ olc; in Petf..' r 

JJunalclson. Tum Arklc· (son nf Ri ch.trd) .111d Liz Ecldi " 
(d.tughter oi Big ;\1) havu al 'o solued, wh il e Geoff 

Pa ter>r111 ha' mnverterl to th e ASW 1 'l. We .trc• now 
hill fwtl}' !hrough our "w~1ve 5Ca5nn" ,md, by the 

st ..1n ct 1rds of thi ~ past summ t~ r, the we<1 ther has bee n 
quite good wi th " erop of Cold , nrl JJiamond heights, 
and ~Oillt-' de'cent <.Toss~co u ntries. 

Ma ry-Rose Smith 

- - -- -- ---· 

Bob Jones and Brian Seedhouse of Dartmoor de-rig 
Bob's K-6 aHer he landed out on a 50km bid. Nice field! 

Denbigh (Denbigh) 
SUM M ER 1004 has been evenlfu l, tu s~y the leasl . Our. 

K ~7 was taken off lint'. reduc ing us to ont' t\.vo sealer, 

and giving us ma ny headoches . O ur Capstan w.:Js 
brought out o f rc•tirement, and IJ<JS pu t in so l id se rv ice> 
lb Cl tra ining platform fnr members, and providing air 

experi ence fl ights. On th e membership fro nt, John 

W at ki nsnn has now quali fied as ;1 ha lf t at in,tructor, 

helping to reduce th e load trJ in ing the more advancer! 
studen ts. Three members haVL' gone so lo- John Sconce, 

Stcve ~ri ggs end recent ly l'aul Jcwell. ~ oth John and 

Stc•ve h<we ..t lso completed tlwi r 13ronzt- legs. M olcu lm 
1\ustin , John )one. , Cary )ones and 11ave Ca th erwoncl 
h<~vc• comp ll' tecl tlwi r BronZI? Bddges. with Dav<! <~I so 

compl etin g the Cross-Country Endor>ement. Our n1<;n1-

bership is slow ly xp<J nd ing, thanks to the efio rts o f th e 
instructors wi th visito rs, and th rough a succe.sful open 

weekend . We n cl more instru ctors though - if you • re 
interested, please cont;tct Tony D ick inson, our CF-1. 
Th anks go to I hose members w ho spend many hours 
keep ing both tlw gliders ;~ nd equipmen t in serv iceab le 
condi l ion. W ilhout thei r contributi on, we would strug­

gle to remain v iable. In September members of Bidford, 

Devon '"' Som , rset Jnd Burn spent a few week enjoy­
ing the wJve. l l ighest altitude was 21 ,UUOft from a 

w in h launch, wi th S<!veral fl ights over 1 O,OOOft, 
includi ng an 11 ,50Uft irom cl ub member Tony Cooper. 

You are welcome to v isit - w hy nor contact us on 
01 74 5 ll 13774 al office@c/enbighgl idingclub.co. uk! 

Paul Jewe l! 

Derby & Lanes (Camphill) 
W E Jre p leased that Mi ra nda and Ray are stay ing for 
the wint~ r to look aftpr us. We are now on our w inter 

schedule !th is seems to get longer - actuoll y and 
admin istra tively- each yea r), and so the club does not 

open on M ondays. Congra tul ;~ tions to Andrew Fletcher 
for compk~ti ng Silver and to Trevor Watch;tm fnr S i lv<~r 

height. Mike r\rmstrong and Ancly M clv ill e won the 
twn- scc~ t c r comp ill Pocklingtun in th~ D -SO , 
10 y(!a" ,tfter w inning b fore. The new l'uchacz, KHW, 
and lht' Xi mango G-MOAN, are now flying. and the 

exped itions that went to Ahoyne and Mi lfi <•lcl Pnjoyed 

some good fly ing. 
Dave Sa lmon 

Devon & Somerset (North Hill) 
DESr iTE an awiu l wea th er forecast. our or en day was " 
roaring succc.." due to th e cnthu> i a~ ti c efforts o f Simon 
leeson .tnd h is team. Th e off ic ial l ist c ites 41 members 

"' hel1w r>! The day gener.llt><:l £2,700 in fly ing fees and 
pc•rhCl ps more in1portantl y is showing s ign ~ oi hewing 
generated new members. DuP fo r congratulation arL' 
Steve Westl<t kc fo r obtaining ,JSsis t:J nt instru cto r ra ting 

just too I al l ' lor the last c•cl ition . . '\l so to Al asclair A lston 
and Andrew M ugglestonc ior go ing so lo p lus H;tl 

0J cwbu ry and Richard Brown ior nchiev ing thei r Bronze 
ce rt ific<J t<'. Tlw nt:w (tt1 us) Junio r ,mivcd in ti me: for 

mos t o f th ' season and our th anks to the Poli sh gl ider 
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Club focus 

Above: the airfield. Right (top): recent soloist Ann Pearson and instructor Phi/ Pickett; (below) fleet K-21 at the club 

CELEBRATING its 30th anniversary this year, 
Stratford-on-Avon GC was formed in April 1974 
at long Marston airfield, South Warwickshire, by 
ex-members of the defunct Worcestershire Gliding 
Club, previously based at Bickmarsh airfield. 

Problems of shared use and lack of security of 
tenure at long Marston eventually forced the club 
to seek a new site. As a result, it moved in 1987 and 
has since operated from the southern end of the 
ex-RAF airfield at Snilterfield, about two and a half 
miles (by air) north of Stratford-upon-Avon. With 
security of tenure until at least 2024, the club pro­
vides excellent facilities for members and visitors. 

As well as the club fleet (see At a glance panel), 
there are about 27 privately owned aircraft 
at Snitterfield, mostly syndicated. Ranging from 
modern to vintage, they include LS8s and ASW 24s, 
an Eagle and a T-21. Several of our members are 
also members of the Vintage Glider Club. 

The club's 30th anniversary was marked on 
August Bank Holiday Monday when members flew 
at 1976 rates. launches, on the day, were 65p and 
flying time in club gliders was Sp per minute. 
(Unfortunately there is no record of 1974 launch 
and flying costs, but they were probably similar.) 

Although launching •is by winch only, due to plan­
ning restrictions, this is no hardship. The site's 
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position on fairly high, well-drained ground at 375ft 
AMSL, higher than the local terrain , makes 
Snitterfield a good thermal site. launches are by a 
twin drum Skylaunch winch using LPG fuel or a 
twin drum 220hp diesel winch, either of which pro­
vides excellent launches up to 2,000ft. 

The club's site is a flat field of about 100 acres 
orientated approximately east-west and about 1400 
yards in length. There is also a hardstanding at the 
north-east corner of the field with clubhouse, toi­
lets, two hangars, workshop, fuel storage, generator 
housing and car parking. Trailer parking and 
rigging is on a grass area on the north side of the 
hardstanding. 

With about 120 members, representing a typical 
cross section of the community in terms of age and 
occupations, Stratford-on-Avon Gliding Club has a 
good friendly mix of members that works very well. 
A high proportion of these are very keen cross­
country pilots and its members flew a total of 
almost 25,000km last year. 

New members and visitors are welcome at 
Snitterfield all the year round. Situated between 
the villages of Snitterfield and Bearley, near the 
junction of the A46 and A3400 Stratford­
Birmingham road, the club is just five miles east of 
the M40 at junction 15. Tony Edlin 

At a glance 
Full membership cost: £240 pa 

Launch type and cost: 
Winch £5.75 

Club fleet : 
K-21 , K-1 3 (x3). SZD Junior, K-18, K-8 (x2) 

Private gliders: 27 

Instructors/flying members : 24/120 

Types of lift : 
Thermal and occasional wave 

Operates: 
Seven days a week May to September: other times 

at weekends, Thursdays and on public holidays 

Contact: 
Clubhouse: 01789 731095 

Membership: Richard Maks, 0121 684 9282 
Web www.stratfordgliding.co.uk 

Radio f requency: 129.90 

location: 52" 14. 11 N 1' 42.56 W 
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Club news 
'- work!. at )ezuw fur a superb job of refurbishment. 

Th •re Jre moves .1foo1 to position ur 0 ,.5(15 at 

luentcmildrHJs for several weeks next year. allowing 
mf' .. mber.:. 10 sa n,J->1 ( .. some carl }1 seJson sO~Hing in Sp~1in 
at reds >nable co; t. Watch thi s spacc•! 
Phil Morrison 

Dorset (Eyres Field) 
OUR July task week was Grrricd over to ou r August task 

wcdcnd iduc to there on ly being four task;rbl e days), 
and, gues~ wh~H, the 1\ugust task weekend was ;;t 

w.Jshout. o th e results were: vvinner, Gcrry Cox, 
lecond, Tirn Linee. third, Pt·l<' Al lingham. W~ll done to 

to v i I lhrc •. Cnngratu ldlions In Gerry Cox and Carol 
Marshal !, who have returned triumphant from their 

J\s i lilnt r l ing cours , and have now completed the 
rest o f th ir eh cks at Fyrcs Field. 'vVe l1<1ve had the cast 

ide of the fie ld (approx. 18 acres) p lough d and 

harrowed Jnd it wil l be r •• t.'t..odecl ready for u. again 
by Jbout brudfy 2005 . This shnu lrl nre;ttly increase 

the landable area ava i lab le and make our op •rations J 

lot ·afer. There are three new syndi a e glider' now: <~ 

Gla, flugcl Hornet. a Kestrel 19. and a Sport Vega. O ur 
chairmJn, Doug Every, has now obta ined hi s Silver 

heigh t, whi h completes his Silwr. Wel l done, Doug. 
Col in Weyman 

Dukeries (Gamston) 
SINCE the K-7s !'OI back in the air we have had a 
number of solos. I an Burgin, Keilh "Tiny" Goodwi n <rnd 
Geoff Kay h,1ving g~lll e so lo ~ n d ,,tided Bronze leg in 

thei r very ea rl y so lo flights. Man thanks to all ' ho 
have h IJ) d wi t'' th(' rebuild f FLK's wings, parti ularly 

John nnd i\rlele ~""n ·1" k am1 Glen l:l a rr.:~t , w h h.1vc 
done the I inn's share. Al<1n Do herly joins us from the 

I<AFGSA, givi ng us .mother full ca t and .1 motorglider 
in~truc.tor. The club h s had il!> U>ual . ummcr camp at 

the two-s aL r comp at Pocklrn Ion w ith the Janus and 

IS 28 competing and U$ th is i wrl tl<'n the wJve c.1rnp at 
l'ortmo.1k is just beginni ng very vihrant .1nd forw;ml­
look ing lub w e re BU we Jro in dam; r of lo ing 

our home due to de eJopmcnt dt .am ton IRetford) 

airpor1, w here we operate. We hav<: dbout d ye.J r to 
find ourselves a new home Jnd th e committee is very 

active in p ursuing th is, inducling di cuss iClllS with our 
n ighbou r5 ut \!ewd rk & otts GC, who have a si milar 

problem. If am•one has any suggestions, we JrC happy 
tn list •n . 
Mike Terry 

East Sussex (Ringmer) 
MEMBERSHIP continu s to grow ·- we welcomE" Peter 

Clark, Sue Elliott, Michael Cournbe, M alcolm parsholl , 
r. mzin Downing, Sardh, 1\manda ancl1im avi , Chri s 

Hin h •y, orb in McNeil, M , rtyn Wilson, rrn I olhwcJI, 

Bruce H cnderson, )am es King, Graharn I lolmes, D~ nicl 

King ;md Lee H <1 rper! The K-7 ha finall y be n r t ired 

from the rleel - much good servrc has il provrclccl over 
the years. Field levelling cont inues .1pa ·c <1nd we Me 
hugely indeht cl to Stevc fl idwcll for the enormous 
amount oi vol unt ary l ime he hJs put into this Vt'nture to 
keep it on lrJck. Va rious trips to jac.1, The Wn lds Two 
Sealer Comp, TJi g<Hth, D<·nbigh, Onlur dnd Serres hdve 

provided many hours of iun . Winter lectures ar~o• being 
org,1nised and Bl training has ;rlready sl<rrtcd. Phil 

\Nilliams has a br,mclnew shiny badge of d Si lver hue 
,1ncl i\ndy Cu lc is 11 ow iu lly acyuainted with Challock! 

Adrian W lyth 

Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 
AS th e ~edSlHl draws lo .-l do5e we. arC' busy planning 
next yeu r1

S <.•xpeditions ,Jnd the coming Xmas iestivities, 
ior which i'IS u.sual Wl~ have 10 thank the lovely Rit ,l . 

Our juniors put up .1nother gnod show ,11 the jun iors 

with 9th, 11th, 29th and 36th p laces, re~pe t ivo:ly Roh 
1unn, " org Green, Torn 13 renton aJld Peter I libbdrd. 

Four m mh rs haver entl) soloed: W ill Ell is, !an 
Smith. l<ichard Bclcher and m morab ly on her I uth 

December 2004 - January 2005 

Clockwise from top right: Claire Alston's brother Alasdair has gone solo at Devon & Somerset GC 
James Ward rigged the BGA Discus tor Coventry University GC outside Coventry Cathedral during Freshers ' Week 
Steph Smith, seen with instructor Johnny Gilbert at Essex & Suffolk, soloed on her 16th birthday 
Going flying: Derby & Lanes GC's new Puchacz, KHW. at Camphi/1 
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JAXIDA Condensation-free 
ALL WEATHER COVERS 

Protects your glider 
against sun, rain, and snow 
2 ply fabric with UV-coating 
Self-polishing action in the wind 
Easy for one person to fit 
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www.jaxida.com ! 

JAXIDA COVER, Strandmoellevej 144 • DK-4300 Holbaek, Denmark i 
TeL +45 5944 0725 • Fax +45 5944 0609 • E-mail info@jaxida.dk 1 
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r-------------------------------------------------- -------------, 
A year of fun for just £22.50! I enclose a cheque/Postal Order/International Money Order for 

made payable to the British Gliding Assooiation 
Starting with the issue 

I would like to subscribe to six issues of Sailp/8.ne & Gliding. 
Please debit my: Visa Access Mastercard Switch Solo 

card number 
Please extend my current subscription by a further six issues 

My details are (please complete in block capitals) Valid from Expiry date 

name MriMrs/MiSSIMs Issue no (Switch cards only) 

address 

telephone 

Signature 

& Date 

UK subscription £22.50; US $65 airmail; US $45 surface. 
l email Return to: BGA. Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, LEICESTER. 
t LE1 4SE, UK. tel + 44 116 253 1051 www.gliding.co.ukt 

L---------------------------------------------------------------J 

SOAR • 1n SOUTH AFRICA 
at the world famous GARIEP DAM, where 500km is like an 
afternoon walk in the park and ISm gliders fly I OOOkm. Single and two 
seaters for hire. Long distance cross country instruction from a 
fascinating location next to a game reserve. Wide variety of good 
accommodation. Overnight from London. Nov-Feb. BOOK NOW! 
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GARIEP DAM AVIATION CLUB 
www.gariepgliding.com • fax +27 11 805-5745 

SAILPLANES {Part 3) 
1965-2000 

by Martin Simons 

Part 3 just in at £29.95 + P&P 

Parts 1 and 2 still available at £29.95 per volume 

Available from 
Midland Counties Publications, 

4 Watling Drive, Hinckley, Leics. LE10 3EY 
Tel: 01455 254450 

Club news 
> birthdJy Stephanie Smith. \• e're not sure who " "1s 
more chuffed, teph or dad Kim; <~I I ast he " ds, unt il 
he re<~ li secl thJI sh oon going In be asking him for 
the loJn o f his K-b .. 

Steve )ones 

Essex (North Weald/Ridgewell) 
CONCRATULAT IO NS to Lloyd Hayncs .1 nd i\IJn Line 
on going solo. Lloycl achiev d h1s a l lhe end of our 
August course week despite being intc·rruptcd by trong 
winds and rJin, nd has since achieved ~ ll"g iOward 
hb 13ronw. Congn:llubtions .1 lso to Tom Fowl s, who 
has two flrunze leg>. A belated well don > ,1ls to R(·, 
St.1ndcumbe on ,.\Chi ving his sn ln . Desp ite the .•fforts of 
the weath r ov r the la; t icw weeks member have put 
in some good sodring flights and w ith the encoumge­
nw nt of the in>tru tor , m r ure Ucmpting VMi< us 
cross-country tasks from our Ridgewcl l site. 'vVe hnv 

gained a numb!'r of ne1 member-; dnd "''' wi~h them all 
succ s in their gl id ing. Al l in all we h.w hJd a good 
season despite thC' weather anti by the time vou r ad 
th is we wil l have returned to flying at orth Wc.1ld, Why 
not come and v sit us this w inter , nd enjoy our hard 
runways at North Wealcl l Visiting pilot are more than 
welcome. 11 is w ith cl <ep regret I hat we Jnnnunce that 
Norman Prior, w ho jo in cl our club way back in 1976, 
r cently d ied; our sin ere condolences go to all 
Norm, n's family !sec oiJituary, pfi2), 
Peter Perry 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 
W~LL done to our gallant Timmy [rlmunds who, during 
the Eastern Region~ Is at Tibenhnm in Au!lust, achieved 
his lOOkm in uur D iscus, i inishing 22nd overall. Also 
three ch"crs for l'ete Stafford-Alien who, in the same· 
competi tion, just edged second p l;1ce overall <1itcr nevc•r 
finishing outsidP the lop len. 1-!cld latPr at Tib(·nh,Jm was 
the Anglia T\1 Cup competition. VVc entered w ith a team 
comprising o f Petc S-A, lan 5-A, Timmv, 1V\ike O ' fl rit•n 
and Donny Jnhnstom;. We cnwrged victm ious with 
some sp l •ndid tl ying; Timmy came second on D,1y 1 in 
his K-6. But Pr; te S-A clinched it ior the visiting 
FeniMlCk'rs as he took 0 dy 2, which was on ly fit ior the 
b ig boys, w ith the maximum 1000 po ints and being the 
only one to g ' t round the ta<;k. O ther news: he BargP 
has found ,, new ham Jt Shipdam. Wnv · was n?cently 
seen OVl'r Mdrham but with thennal strength at three 
down was just out of reach. The ,1nnual cxp d in scJr h 

of Diamonds w ill hav ' ' " ·en place as you read this with 
DJ leoding the pJck and lJcl and eo bnnging up the re,tr 
hoping ior some autumn wavP. 
Graham French 

Four Counties (RAF Barkston Heath) 
OUR expeditions to Ahoyne ancl l'onmoak were,, 
su ·cess wi th some excpl lent flying all round, in ludir1g 

The viCtorious Fenlar1ders after winning the Anglia TV 
Cup (L-A): Mike, Oonny, Timmy, fan and Pete 
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Ray Briggs took this photo of (L-R) A/an Line. Stan 
Harris and Don Ling after A/an :S first solo at Essex 

a Gold height ior P ll' ixun to comple e hi Go ld 
Bacl~c. Alan Clli, has flown SOkrn in the K-18 to finally 
complet<• his Silver- w••ll done to both. Our AGM is 
due to h held on November 27 at Barks ton f leath. 
Sue Armstrong 

Fulmar (Easterton) 
HR congrJtulJt ions th is month go to Robcrt Tait and 
Stu aylor. who fin isht:rl 4th in th UK Mountain 
Soarin 1amp,onships dt 1\boyne. s the competition 
sea on dra\vs lu ~~ c;loo;,(' our wave s:ea on start" .:md 
sevcrdl oi our pi lot hilv h 'CJ1 taking advantage of thi 
diready. Billy Fisher w nt w 12,000ft for Sil v r heighl 
.md mJny more members h;:~vtc been Pxploring the Jrea 
Jround th Cairngorm,. Members oi 1\orfolk G 
enJnyecl th •tr expcclitron ro [ asterton with some very 
impressi t• Oights being n1drk•. tVt -•mb'r ar• 'ii ll eagerly 
a\ ailing he drriv<1 1 of our IJiscu,. 11 will mJk<' "' 
\\ lcom addition to our rlecL 
Mark Brown 

Imperial College (Lasham) 
llGC continued the soJring sea,on witlr stuc!Pnts ~nd 
ex-students like t,.Jking part in the lunio" . )arnic 
Dcnton ilcw our Drscus 2% nnd enjoy I his first 
Junior·, while )aime MJileus Jnd I fie" with Chri 
Smart in our G-1 03, 496, whirh was a greJt leaming 
experience. sp liJIIy when topped off by a 149km 
cross-country. Special cllngratulations go 10 Luke 
Cooper-S rr)• fnr completing his Silver Badge JUSt betore 
t •rrn Stilrted ' /ne lub then iocused on preparing for the 
nPxt acaclemiL ye31 Jnd the fresh -·rs it would bring. 2 96 
was rigged on the Q u ens l.Jwn Jnd CllCOurag<.>d lots oi 
students to Jsk more about U1' club and sport. ll1anks to 
1\iandi D, rlingto11 and J\ndy Lincoln f " tow rng h r 
through centra l I onclonl W • had ,, •ood response to the 
videos at nur fi rst meeting and .Jr ,Jiread hard at work. 
lr,rving introdu<ed 1 { ~turlPnts to the joy oi gliding la>l 
we('kend, wi th plenty more lirwd up. 
Edward Coles-Gale 

Kent (Challock) 
WITH the So<lfing SC<>Sl>n now on its h.rs' IE·g. her,llcling 
the refl i,Kemcnt of whiil' hats on hcacls w ith well ies on 
icct, we arc looking iorwarcl to s of Jnd a nurnbN oi 
soci,11 events. Therr. h:1v0 het'n som e late season 

uchicv •mc.•nts, notdbly Gold height> ior M,rl, olm Kerley 
,1nd BriJn Tanslcy in SLOtland, ,1nd Di~mond dist;~ncr· 

ior M ike.· K('mp in Sp<1in. Stafford LinLott ~nd WaltL•r 
Sh ine Jrc plonn ing " trip to join John lloyc in 1\ustrJ iia, 
so, iingcrs crmso•d ior >Ome < hri>tmas l>adgE's. 
Caroline Whit bread 

Lasham Gliding Society (Lasham) 
Til E. r nov,·ttecl .1nd brightly r dfc'<_orated lubhou e 
helped mainl4lln the high mor.:r le of the competitor > 

www.lxavionics.co.uk 
Sole LIK Distributor for: Sole UK Distributor for: 

LX Nal'igatiun www.lxnavigarion.si Fi/ser £/e('trouic GmhH www.filser-electronic.de 

Introducing the new 
LX-NAY 

Flight Data Computer and GPS Navigation system 
(Plug and play replacement for Cambridge 
L-NAV, developed from the acclaimed LX 
5000 especially for LX avionics Ltd) 

No need to change your instrument panel; 
just replace your L Nav with the new LX-Nav 
using the plug and play sockets provided and 
get a huge increase in capability 

GENERAL DATA 
• Plug and play compatible with L-NAV wiring 

(Power, Vario, Data and Hold) 
• 128x64 multi-function graphic display (same as LX 5000) to display flight 

navigation. moving map, etc 
• Existing Cambridge mechanical meter is retained 
• Two rotary switches and six push butlons, control the unit through all 

functions 
• 80 mm cui out (as L Nav), length 155mm plus connectors, weight 600 gm 
• Set up menu enables pilots to configure the system to their individual 

requirements 
• Instrument is based on LX 5000 version 6.13 

• Pressure transducer system; flask no longer required 
• TE Probe compensation 
• Gives full flight GPS navigation when connected to a GPS (eg Colibri or LX 20) 

FLIGHT SETTINGS and DATABASE 
• Any combination of units (fVmetres/nm/km/etc) selectable by pilot 
• Vario damping selectable by pilot • Averager, continuous display 
• Water ballast selection • "Buggy'' wings selection 
• Data base of nearly afl glider types is built in; just select the one required! 
• Final glide calculator. manually set or automatic when GPS connected 
• Graphic display is multi-function and can display speed to fly data, navigation information ,airspace, etc. etc 

GPS NAVIGATION 
• NMEA input compatible with nearly all GPS devices, flight recorders and nav. instruments 
• NMEA output (GGA and RMC) 
• When using a GPS source the LX-Nav provides fufl cross country task 

capability 
• Memory capacity: 

- 600 turn points (BGA TPs pre-loaded) 
- 100 task memory with each having up to 10 turning points 
- memory database of up to 5000 airfields (most European airfields and 

gliding sites are pre-loaded 
- airspace data (UK airspace is pre-loaded) 

• "Near airfield" function for easy location of landing sites 
• Flight and task statistics function 
• Flight recorder with typically 28 hours capacity (at 20 secs sampling) ; flight recorder data available in .I GC 

format, but recorder is not IGC approved 
• LXe PC program for data load and download is included together with cable for PC communication 

All this capability for only £1187.24 plus VAT £1395.00 incl VAT 

Other products available including (all prices include VAT): 

Radios: ATR 500 £769.00; ATR 600 £997.57; ATR 600 Remote £239.00. Gooseneck Mics from 
£39.95. Transponders: TRT 600£2079.75 Varios: LX 160S £949.00, LX 1600 £979.00; LX 7000 
Basic £1959.00; LX 7000 Pro !GC £2979.00. Flight Recorders: Col ibri £594.99; LX 20 £999.92. 
iPAQ Mounts: £49.95. Wing Dollies £249.00 Please ask for full price list 

Contact: ..John Delafield 07850 950349 or 01865 374125 
E-mail: ..John@lxavionics.co.uk 

www.lxavionics.co.uk 
or your regular supp fter 

LX avtontcs Ltd pnce Its! available - on request Add p&p to all pnces E and OE 

December 2004 - January 2005 57 

http:www.lxavionics.co.uk
mailto:John@lxavionics.co.uk
www.filser-elet:tronic
http:www.lxnavigation.si
http:www.lxavionics.co.uk


Club news 

L-R: father-and-son Bob and Mike Fox trained London 
GC son-and-father Andy and Trevor Mills as instructors 

and < rcws ~gai ns! thf:.• llngs and drrovvs of outrLigeous 
we,1ther at the 1 5-Mctrc 1'\iation.liS and the Junior 
Nation,, Is. ·u, essiul ('XpPditions h.lVe nown at Aboyne 
and )aca . Our Austral ian st;1ii instructor, Dar y Hogan, 
has returned home to th ·sun hin<> unt il we welcome 
his return next spring. Our outh i\iri can ground crew, 
broth >rs P, ul and •'-'lark Fleck and imon Bcrkcljon, 
have ilown like swallows south . Simon i lew 1-~0 hours 
in the tugs Jnd w ill I> ommencing a CPL course. 
We thank them forth " hard work. 1\ Ladies Driving 
Event on the airfield, drivin ' vch i ·le such a> fire 
l'n!lines and ambul, nee>. r,1ised £ 13,000 ior the Marie 
Curie FoundatiOn. Th relay ot th ' water and el<' tric 
Slipply to the ravan si te i progre sing well under the 
supervision oi Mdlculm 1-look. Richard Moy e and his 
coli ilgues have been carrying out t.he necess.1ry 
groundwork for thi major uncl rtaking. 
Tony Segal 

Lincolnshire (Strubby) 
CONGRATULATIONS to Richard Colem;111 on his >Okm 
to rowland to complete his Silver distan e ,1nd Keith 
13rown on completing his m>s-Country Enrlorsemt•nt. 
Th!! club h bought another lllln1Jcu1Jte K- t \ from 
Germany, bringing th clul.> Oeet to two K-13. ~nd a K-8. 
Dick Skerry 

London (Dunstable) 
WE ""' an extren1Piy ' UCC<>>>fu l Rcgionals w ith 
cnngr<llu lations going tO 13ill Cmig ASW 27 (w inner of 
Keel Cla") <~nci ~n LS4 sh,lf(:d combin,Hion ot father 
Robin :>nd son Andy May winning Blu • Class just 
pipping MJicolm llirch ilying his Std Lihell . Our 
caravJn pMk is going through a blitz wi th new h.ud­
tancling together w ith water and power l.1 id on and 

many lre<.'S removed, and old vJns Lvken away. it should 
pi ase the local authoriti •s after their inspections ilnd 
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Lincolnshire GC's Dick Skerry and Derek Woodforth 
with the K13 they have bought from Germany 

demdnds. Congratulat ions to 2-y ··ar-old John White, 
who <~chi ved Diamond and Cold di t.ance w ith a 
SOOkm flight during th(· late summer. We now have in 
pldce .1 Young P<:>rson"s Protection Policy on ac ount of 
the succes (ul Faulkes Flying Foundation youngsters <~ nd 
other young visitors to the silt' with the appointment of 
Mi ·helle f\ppleby as Chi ld Protection Officer. We are all 
;aclden<' ci by the death of P tE'r O'Donovan, who died 
as a result oi ~ tragi dCcidcnt on f\ugust 7. A memorial 

rvicc wds held , t the club on August .lO, which w.~s 
well attended, showing Peter's popularity and the greot 
<-espect in which he was held. Thl•re were moving 
tribut i rom iri •nds and" ily pdst from the tugs in 
Peter's honour. Our thoughts and sympathies go out to 
his family. CongrJtulations tu Trevor Mills ,1ncl his 
18-ye<Jr-old son And)• on completing their f\ssi tant 
Instructor ratings - trained by another fJ tlwr and son. 
Geoff Moore 

Mendip (Halesland) 
I'HE heavy gang, led b • Brian I 1<: .1dnn, have rebu ilt thl! 
windward ~nd of the clubhouse, which was I tting in 
the light as We' ll as the weather. Piltrirk HaxPII '""s P1 
on the rooiing, wh ich was totally repl <~cccl (on ,1 
particulorly wet flnd windy day) giving u ..1 wei-1 ther­
prool building in time for winfL•r. Mc,lnwhile, Simon 
\Vilhey .:1nd Cordon Dennb wprc ;1way getting their 
As; is1.1nt Lat r;lling anrl have nm C" leared th final hur­
dle oi betng Jccepted l>y th CFI . Simon Wd~ ai>O 
involved in colll•cting a Skylark 4 from the St i torclshirc 
club. TI1c Thursddy group mJnaged to rig and fly it. 
As " concession to de-rigging, the tip were removed 
but it w ill he h,1ng¥ ed w ith the centre s •ction in p ia c! 
TI1i. is thP rt•placement tor our K-18 and will be used 
as an interrnedi.1tc bPtween K-8 and u (still to be 
obt<J inecl) gi<1SS ship. 
Kcith Simmons 

Former and present chairmen and CFis assembled to 
celebrate Midland's 70th anniversary (Paul Garnham) 

Midland (The Long Mynd) 
THE 70th ,'\ nniver~""Y Dinner was a memor~b l fin~ I~ 

to the y •ar. There was champagne on entry and th 
committee in black ties and DJs instead of iJrming 
<erge. There was even a cla iQJI p ianist for those of 
higher tastes. lie had a lonely e ening. Over 200 
att~nded to hear hairman ~nd Prc ·ident tell the 
much-loved legends again. l·lop · fully the ghost oi f\my 
Johnson enjoyed 11 j u~t JS much. Of ours<> no o•w 
partook too llberJIIy and ii the) did it was their business 
dnd their livers and th re are no neighbours on the 
Mynd. • <tk Heriz was the lose w innC'r of a very damp 
Task Week wi th Dominic HJugh on s ond. eedless to 
~dd the >(lOci cl,1ys starterl immediately dftcrwarcls. 
Congra tulations to new soloists Tom Priestley, r\nthony 
Gil and RLJb rt near. M idi nd pil"t- have been in 
trainmg .1mp> or competitions from Austral ia to 
Norv.·a ( 1~111 Bam in the lub I, ss V oriels). 
(ours werP full up right to the end and arc- filling up 
ior the spring oi 2005. There src rumours of J nc-'C!t 
reshuifle with perhaps, maybe, hopefull y tlw crape 
oi tiny winglet 
Roland Bailey 

Needwood Forest (Cross Hayes) 
DESPIT th · summer weather b ing gcncril lly unlw lpiul 
to us, scverJI members hav.: achi!Jvernent~ to celehrat 
John olbert, lust in Strdch.1n, and Alex Rowlands have 
ilown th0ir first solos. Kat Lcwi completed her Bronze 
13adgc just d,1 beiore her 18th binhday. A few 
members g.we up on the British we.<ther altogether and 
went on an expedition to Onlur in p.1in. Whilf• lhur~. 

Anthony Rradford got Si lv •r height nd di~wnc~. Jnd 
B rian Cri ffi th_ ach ieved ilvcr height. - the <1utumn 
stans; we i1r ' p l ;:~nning 0 programme uf winiiN anivi llec­
ancl lccturc•s. 
lan Walker 

Mary Meagher earned the Guild of Aviation Artists' 
TN Lawrence Award for this painting of Perranporth 
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Newark & Notts (Winthorpe) 
A 13USY end to the summer' D uring our second flyii1g 
wed John l larri un ~ncl Roy KPmptnn completecltlwir 
llronze llJdges. Amy S-•ntancc did her field landing 
checks. Andy LuGlS hos had a five-hour ilight in the 
cl ub ASW ·1 C) to wmpi~ I P his Si lver l>adge. The 
Tredsurer m.1dc hi s Silver SOkm ilight in the club K-B 

sinct• his O ly 2 has em igrated to New Zea land. A strong 
contingent cllcndPd l'otklington for the competition 
week and secured a .lrd !from the bottom) in one uf 
the club K-13 s. ThP Community Amateur Sports Club 
applica tion is redching its fin~ I >t.lg<' w ith the Inland 
Kevenuc. The number of ~riday night parties has 
improved th;m k~ to Bob T,1tlow. \t\1(' g€'nPrally fly 
\\'(-?l'kcmd~ (.md VV~cincsd.1ys - \f i :-; it or~ ;:JIWJ)'S w elcome. 

Noel Kerr 

Norfolk (Tibenham) 
THE Universit y of East Anglia GC i up .md running 
agJ in and httS crea ted 20 n f:3W aiJ initio . . Than ks to 
Nancy Smith, Tim Davic;,, Tom Sn1i th .1nd Chris Poll.wl, 
who went recruiting at the UEA reshers' Fair. We wish 
the students every su CP . Russel l Cheetham won the 
Open Nationa ls <Jfter a gl~ cl i aloria l st ruggle with Peter 
Harvey, ho came J very close second. The Eastern 
Regionals were fluwn at the >ame time w ith three NGC 
pi lo ts in thr top ten; Norm;m Cl owes 1Oth, Martin 
,\Jd ri dge 5th (he was ly ing se ond on the penultimate 
clay) and some other bloke came 1st. Woody and his 
team are to be congratulatecl ior thei r superb manage­
ment of the two concurrent competiti ons. Team 
Tihrmham made i tc the lnt("r-Ciub League final, held at 
Gra nsden Lodge, whc·rc we narrowly heat Nympsfteld 
for our fir l-ever vi tory in this competition. Thanks to 
all thP team: Tom Smith I nov ice), Martin Aid ridge ancl 
Tim DC~vi - (tlllerm ·d i:lles) and that ut her bloke again 
!pundi t). A lsn to Andy Smith (l l!am co,Kh). Chris Pollard 
ICr w dnd psychoana lyo; and L o Smith ( rew, can teen 
and mora l support!. 11 was a bri l l iant wet•kend, fcaturin!\ 
sup r-accurate ta. k setti ng and a II th • usual ex · 11 nee 
frnm the Granscl n camps team. Tom Smi th , still onl) 
17, won the last day ,1 t the junior (his iir>t rated compJI 
All the above fi benham competiti on succPsses were 
ilown by members of NCC ocing in its fi f!>t Json of 
operat ion. The cun ning pli!n seems to be working! 
Ray Hart 

Northumbria (Currock Hill) 
CADET hris Storey went 'u lo eight days after his '16th 
bi rthday ihe wou ld have done it on the day tlsel f, but 
bad weather intervened). f<le and several other CJd · Is 
have formed ~ syndicate w buy the old club ~kyla r~. 

which has been lying unus d in the hangar for many 
months. Any new , de will h off red th ' han tu 
buy into the yndicate as the cu rr nt on tno on. 
lnstru tor Col in Tweddell h.ls b!'en runnin' , d io our -
es for members wanting to gain RT licence . Basi -

it stru tur lan PI nt, tr h from achi ' vi ng d respeC:tdble 
mid-table p lac tn the club's Astir at the lunior 
Ndtionals at Lash.lm, has just cornpleted hi o PPI. wi th 
ex- Fl Col in Sword, no" ' at Milii Id. H hopes ID he 
flying the club Piper Paw nee 23r, tug soon. 
Richard Harris 

Nottingham Uni (Barkston Heath) 
NUGC w~ well represented ,11 the Juni or !his yPcH, 
with Anclrc' L ngton coming 12th I in the club Astir), 
Pete llallard, l<achel I l ine, Tom Newham coming J 1 'i , 

)7th and 45th r ped i ly, and x-mcmbcr I an Cr. lgi 
finis hing 7th. Freshers ' Fayre was ~g<~i n sue<; •ssfu l, wi th 
us SiJ.lning up over 100 student !hi> year. The first few 
we kends of flying ha t' litken pl.ace, with lots oi 
m mhcrs promi si ng to return for more fltght,.. Vl/e have 
sever,l l trips p lanned fc>r thi \' ar. in lucling Portmoak. 
the Long M ynd ;md O ntur (fo llowing last y or's 
ucces fu l trip). lt looks lik t> i t is g Jing to be another 

good year for NUGC! 
Chris Emerson & Amy Cooper 
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Needwood Forest GC's latest soloists (L-R): 
John Colbert, Justin Strachan and A/ex Rowlands 

Oxford (Weston on The Green) 
IN an othcrwi e quiet couple of months at OGC John 
M art h~s th ankfu ll y given me something to report by 
sa iling throu gh his eh ks to quJIIfy fo r his Bron ze. 
Rea l ly well done, John, now take your hand off the 
ai rbrake lever! We have had a very hea lthy intak of 
new members in recent mon ths !many off th back of 
our riday night flying ancltri <1 l less ns) and our cadet­
ship scheme is fu ll y subscribed, which all bodes well. 
A couple of groups of wav seeker tr;w llt•d to Sutton 
Bank and f-eshiebridge and would like to extend their 
thanks to both lub · for making th ' Ill feel so welcom e. 
Unfortunately both group fa tlecJ miserab ly to contuct 
any wave. In true OGC styl , on the clay when the I al 
pil ots were at 18000ft dnd 19800ft, on group could be 
found in the loca l pie shop w hilst th(• other group was 
shopping fur size 12-and-a-half gold lame sling-backs. 
Well donE', chaps. 
Si moo Walker 

Peterborough & Spalding (Crowland) 
SOM C of nur 111 mh r, have been very busy recentl y. 
i\nt Hillifax, ,vti ke Tyrcll, Brian W ingMe Clnd M att 13ell 
have gone so lo. Pau l Goulding obtained his B" ic 
Instructor rat ing after ,, long gdp from instructi ng. Martin 
[wer achi ved a Motor lirler instructor rat ing <mcl 
Robert Th eil succ sfully campi led hi ssistant 
Inst ructor course. Les l<ighy fl ew 300km in his Nimbus 
whilst 1-!oger Duke did his 50km fli ght to ransden 
Lodge. ongmtula tions to them al l. We also h~ve two 
new gliders on the airfield. Kevin and Sheena Fear 
bought a Ventus B {and a clog) w hi lst Tony Rdler i now 
the proud uwner of Ci rrus in a cocoa tin on w heels. 
W also have a new Land Rover to ba k up our aging 
fl eet of retr ieve vehi ·les. We nre looking forwJrd tu this 
y •ar's lub xpedition to Ab yne, whi ch is iully booked. 
Robert Theil 

Portsmouth Naval (Lee on Solent) 
AS th shortening da 'S mark the end of another soar ing 
season, we wr lc.ome ba · our Portsmouth and 
South11mpto n U niversi ty rllL'mhers as tiH-'Y return dt th :l 

stJrt oi the academic yeM. O n thei r return , th e students 
introduce some ni the new freshmen {;tnd I,Hii - ·J to the 
spnrt of gliding an cl we look fmwarcl tu an int'lux of 
young, enthusiastic, new members. O ne of our youngest 
l!X isting members, Fran !l it ken, has rompletecl h ·r 
Bronze before her 17th birthd;;1y. Since thi> n w qual i­
fies her to ily Mum and Dad's glicl r, her parent,; have 
r igne>rlihert1SPiv s to pff r iv ly b oming x-owners. 
The o ldN, but no I , s en thu iasti memb · rs of the club 
have also been busy. 1\ndy Durston l1ds dtlded to his 
r ent Di. 111 nd distance w:w .limb at Aboync, 
ompleting his .old. Cnngratui,Jtions are also extended 

to John Bradbury, who has qualified as a C \ i\ Motor 
Clidcr Instructor. We are par1 it.u iMI)' p iP sed to report 

that Mark Holden achieved a Jrcl place in th~ jun ior 
Nationals and has won a pl an: in the Bri tish team at the 
2005 Junior \.Vorld Championships. His selec tion mea ns 
that he is currently Jvoiding the nu tumnal gloom by 
flying in Austra lia w ith G~orgc Lee. We eagerl y wait to 
hear of h i exper iences on his return. 
Sieve M organ 

Rattlesden (Rattlesden) 
MANY thanks tu Ca thy Page, who is Stdncli n clown to 
go to universi ty, for all tile hard work he ha pu into 
writing ( lub nnv over the last 12 month>; Cathy has 
handcrt the rcms tu me. I hope I ca n keep to her high 
'tanuards W' ull wbh G.! thy wel l. Congmtulation. to 
Alan Tows ·on pass ing hts Bron1.e paper. t\nd) Page is 
progressing well to g,tining his ass isli1nt rating !good 
luck, Andyl. and Stell~ O'Leary h~s t;,kcn ov r the 
runni ng of the bar from Col in Poole - many thanks, 
Col in, for the last 18 months, and good luck, Stella. 
Paul O' l eary 

Scottish (Portmoak) 
llY the lme you read this we expect to have dll of th e 
doors fitt cl to our new hangar. lt is already being used 
by some o f our syndi ca te owners, and the club aircraft 
wil l be moving in befor ' the ncl of the year. s fa r ,15 

achievemen ts arc concerned, the first one mentioned 
has LO be the incred ible 750km cumpletcclun 
September 23 by our chil irmnn, John Wil llams (see 
p2 Bl. Otht·r notable achievements incl ude: Tom H rll cy, 
Gordon Hunter and Rollert Neely (f irst so lo): I an 
Dunc.m re-solo); John Dunnington !BronLe w ith Cross-

ountry Endo em nt ); Dave Brot ihg ( ross-Country 
Endor · ment); lan Russ 11 4 ' il ver d istanc to omplete 
his Si lver Badge); Charl i 'uthric ( i lver height); Chris 
W ill ian1s and Arny llarsby ( i lver dislan e); arntcd 
Mirza !S il ver dista n ·e and duration und Gold distance 
and diamoncl go.1 1); Bruce Dunc.ln (12th in UK 
lvtount~in Soaring Comp c1nd best novi e); Ri ck)' 
I~< kson and Kate tl yrne (131 rating·). Wel l don • <'\1 ry­
one, and sc.1son 's grt•t• tings from north oi the border. 
\an Easson 

Shalbourne Soaring Society (Rivar Hill) 
CO~GRATU LAT I ONS to Colin B::tin son his Ass istant 
Rating; more pilot> Jre b!eing li n d up for 131trai ning. In 
SPptember a hand oi intrepid Sha lbournc pilot_ hended 
to the Mynd to enjoy th e grc-ot huspita lit v and flyi ng on 
offer. As alwdys, ,, b ig thank-you to all w ho contribut ·· 
to the successful running of th club and airfield. 
liz Seaman 

1 

Shenington (Shenington) 
C SIONALLY, du to a mi< ·a l ·ula tion, vrn the 

most advan en , nd , tut of ross unlr) ptlots .1nd 
instructor> may fi nd themselves choosing a fi Id. If the 

home airfi Id is seriously movi ng up the can''P\' and 
you , r st i l l ,11 I ,QOO!t i is tim t) eJect something 
nearer! We congratulate Geoft Powcll, who wa s towed 
up through J gap in the clouds with d tri;,l lesson. ,>\fter 
admiring the sub lime view, it was time to go b,wk - and 
when in doubt you can find th e ainielcl by fol lowing the 
tug. Unl .s it is go ing for fuf" l. M art in I-I i ll went from 
first su lo to Bronp, Silver hr;ight ancl dur;llion and 
Cross-Cou ntry Enclors ment in only six weeks. Young 
Andrew Helier went solo early SPpl mber. 1\t 

Po kl ington the ShcninPtOn Team, Lu , 13runo and Bob 
Pia le, arried off second p ia e in th , wooden sh ip 
division, in four days of lodgy w>;,ther. rim Pa rker and 
1' a Whiting both achic,recl 300km at thf' lib nham 
Regionals. John\ atson is stil l wondcrin~ what went 
wrong w ith hi ompass. it helps, occasional ! , to 
ptogram an "[" into the PS .. 
Mary Meagher 

South London Gliding Centre (Kenley) 
A BUSY summer, wi th ·ontinuing high demand for tri~l 
I son Jnd co ur and memhership being ma intained 
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Club news 
::>- dt d satisfactur)' l igtn de ·pi tE· difii cult i . e<~u secl by th 

ground1ng uf K-7s. \Ale had one up <tnd runn ing JgJin 
but, J.J .. , s, w ith in .J "hurt time• it ~ u flrred some dr1magc in 

.1 heavy I<Ind ing, though no t hdore lvl idlJl' l W<~rren and 
Russell King ma n.J!ll'd to j;O solu in it. Congr<~tu l .ninns 

to tlwm both . \N t· have tu clusr !or" week every i\ugusl 
- th is is when we h.lvt• tlw tinw inr ~ummPr excursions. 
Th is ~'C';:H ;:1 group of members wPnt to C:hduvigny in 
Fr.1nce ~ nd some oth('rs sought irc!.Sher dirs ,Jt th ~ 
Sndring Centre. Good time> were h.1d by .1 11 . Our l.lte 
summ r barbecue Jnd dance was J great success held, 
once t~ gd in , in a h.m1 on 0 n t;.•t~rby farm, with music 

provided by the Ken M.Kki ntosh big h.1 nd. Our n ·x t 

socia l event will be our ,mnu,11 dinner, tu be held on 
Deccmbt<r 18 .11 J n arbv goli dub. 1\s usual , we hop<> 
to be ilying vi rtu.1lly ev •ry wcekd<~y throughout th • 
vvin ter - ap.-:trl from C:h ristm<1s D<1y. \!VC' h;1ve to res t our 

in s t r uctor~ "1£Hllt?tirn es~ 

P~ter Bolton 

Southdown (Parham) 
SO UTH DOWN took pe rt in th Shoreh;,m Air Show in 
September, wi th Guy WestgJte deliF.hting th<e crowds 
w ith an aerobati d i.,p iJ)' in th e Fox. O ur s ~a t i L 

exh ibit ion atlr<Kied Jllenly of 111tercst; the stir cockpit 
wa< seldom unocc.upied. l11e D lmenhnrst GC of 
Hwmen, German)', visited us in Augus. and enjoyed 
some loca l soaring followt.xl by a bdrb uc. Among 
their senior rnemb " w cHe a numb r of e,,-Lu ftw aii 
1nen, includ ing a H inkel 11 1 11 lmhcr pi lot Tht>y w re 
kind er1oogh to don;,te a model S l ll to th d ub, and 
w are considering offering thi il , n .mnu.rl Jwo~ rd for 
the most promis ing •ninr Citizen ti l l fly ing al 
Southdown. drian 13 lades and 1\<tark Em ··non solocd in 
August. " t about the tim that th "Horrendous Sink 
Trophy" went missi ng! Th rs most n •reel) ont • tcd 
awarrl shuttles back and torth long the outh Downs, 
usu.1l ly un r idg~ oarin ' dJy , h ncr• its name. lt is a 
fine exJmple of modern in>lil ll atron art, cnmplct~ wi th 
hand-crafted porcelain sink and gold taps, and mav no t 
stri ke the unsophistiG1ted pi lot ~s <1 trophy at Jl l. So, 
if any visitor can th row <1 l ight on the subte<..l , please 
contJC! Ihc ~ I Jl Ringmcr. s.:•d ly, kon King, our glirlcr 
ma ter, died r ently after a hurt ill nro s.ISeE' ohiluMy, 
p61 ) il celebra tion of his li fe w<Js held 1n the hangor on 
Octol 1~ 8, .Jnc.J .J rou nd 1.30 visitor~ .une_ irom f. tr .1ncJ 
wide. 1!\lith a mixlurc j fi lm, poetry anu Jnecdott' we 

re .ono led ours ' Ives tu ou1 I> 'an I gaVl' thJnk; lLJr <' 
l i i<' fulii ll cl lie w ill be gr atl y miss<>cl b · oursel ves Jncl 
by neighbouring clubs, w ho kn;w hi m wel l. 
Peter J Holloway 

Staffordshire (Seighford) 
CO NGRATULATI0 1 S tn Prah Kler and 1 ick W~Lon inr 
being awarrlr:clthc Carlf'l Flying Scholar< h1ps for 1004. 
!\ warm welcome to other jun ior m mhers /\ run Furiger, 
Ri chard Gooch- Butler, Sieve Green. ;\ my Smith, 
lvlat tlw w B;•nn i• ter ilnd 1\lex L.li rd, !\dam Wi ll iams has 
re- o locrl <1fter a hart l<~y-off . Thdn ks to Graham l:lu rr on, 
the grouml equipment cont inues tu be kept in good 
order cle,pitc the efforts of the mt•mlwrs fpleasl' be mort· 
<Meiul. iolb! ). - rah.un Bowc.' is now D CFI. Although 
wP Jrc down on k1unch numbers, flying time. ior the 
dub ,,," whole is sti ll on the incrc.J..>u, ind icoJiing IJl'ltl)r 
i lying !or .r l l (!he acqu isition ol the tug must h,we 
sonwthin • to do w ith th is). rrom i\pri l 1 tu S pt ·mher 5 
we m;u1aged to fly nn 6.5 per cent oi the rb. s, with 
72 p r cent ol theses ing >O~ring il ighl> !thank. lo 
Nick Rolic ior the ; talsl ~ang i de i\bafiy sli ll h.:r.s thl! 
lead in the t luh lcJddt·rj and riPspit some good -.o;1ring 
l.1te in the season, shou ld be unc.1 tchJblc thi s year. 
Paul (Barney) Crump 

Stratford-on-Avon (Snitterfield) 
T1 jE cl ub's 'lOth ann iversary ce l c bro~ti on on 1\ ugust I lank 

Hn lida)' /vtonday "'·"very ' urcesslu l with lclllllt'llt's d l 

65p .1ncl fly ing time in gliders revert ing to 1 Y74 rattls . 
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A number of rel ir d ,md e' ·memb<'rs were inv ited, 
resulti ng in photos of four chairrr1 n and four C 1 ~. 

A very SCI !i<; iac tory !lying d,w w;J~ rUI.H, riPrl o ff wit h d 
h,Jriwc uc . VVc congratulcH£· Lllu rJ 1\r\ak-s on tht' .lw<~rcl o f 

t1 Roy<d ANo Club hursa ry to furt her her fly ing c,.ncer 

post-B ronze; <1gurJ under 18, sh ' has gonL' trom so i<.J to 
Bron ze in a ye.1r .1nd join> Yo rk Univers ity GC th i,; 
autumn . Well dune, too , In Sieve Farmer on his RI 
rating. We <~re rt' v011ing in our 100 a' rf's of lu,;h green 
pasture, without .1ny .;;ht·<·p, (or the first time si 11 cc 
moving to Snittcri iC'I d, but iinding IIH' ch,lllenge ol 
mowi ng !h i~ hc..tutiiul l.1wn vPry daunting. Rt·gu lctr 
n1owing hy vo lunteers is tlw kf'y ltwtor \Vith ,) tPdlll o f 

hMdl' soul s but we M<' w ry rk·ppndPnl on m.1 inlcn~nce 

rJ l th~ <'qu ipm<mt suppl i d by our l<u1dlord, Ri< h.1rd 
Hohl;s. TI1c pl us sid<' is no sheep but the downsid<· is 
s~mdw ich <.5 "vii i JH.!vcr taslc. !he sa me JgJ in . 

Harry Williams 

The Soaring Centre (Hus Bos) 
CO GRATULJ\l iON to .Ill of tlw fo lluwing: O liv•·r 
Foru, who wen! ' ulu; Kcv in n her, whu ibv his Silver 
d isLJI'IC<" and compl l cl Si lver: Tony Lin loll . who diu his 
Silver d istance; Rus ell Cheet h ~m . who c.J illf ' 1st in the 
Op n Class N<~t i o n ilb (what a yeJr you're h.1 ing. 
Russell !). Members have visi ted Mi lfield and AhO)• nc 
during October ond had ome sue e~sfu l !ly ing. Ov r 
the wrnter we arc c tendir1 th tu(\ workshop, r~w i r i ng 

the h.Jn!;lars and replucing the tl c>orin in the lubhow.e. 
Tug OY w il l hav ·,, major ov rh,rul, ind udlng being 
recovered, and two 01 our lub Puchaczs wrll go to 
Pol~nd 10 be r l ifed .md rPfi nished. The 13ritisb Gliding 
Assocl.lllon's Chairmf"n's cnnr rl'llCf' WJS h •Id dt th 

luh on October lO. ongratu lat ions to .111 111 ·mbers 
who r c ivcd ~w.trdc; a our ,Jnnu,J I pri z.cgivin, J.nd 
d inner Thank> to lur oci,l l r·ornmille - th • " lub" 

- who arc keepi n~ us sane ov r the wi nter w1 th grea t 
part ie , in< lud ing tlrP end Cl i sea on "Wild West" p~ rty, 

bonfi re n ight l_g rr·~t ii rPwork.s .1 g,1in ~) <1 ncl home-made 
hut-a ir ba lloon on tesl. rhe clr il cl r •n's Christmas pi1rly 
w ill b • ht' ld on December 18 and there w il l br· J ew 
Ye.~r ' 've po~rly IO<l. lt is with ~ddnes5 that w<· repnrt the 
death o1 club member Brinn Ki lhy. 
Siobhan Crabb 

Ulster (Bellarena) 
IN spitr• oi mixed Wl'~tlwr W<' m.J!l.lged to beat our l>est 
ve.H ior launches wi th 1,826- no doubt helped by a 
number oi extra tr:1ining cou"cs und mirlwee~ fly ing. 
Both ur hours tlown ;1nd d"y~ flow n sho" hPdlthy 
in r '~ scs oi seven per C!'nl and I 0 p~r cent resp :lively 
.rga inst last ye.:tr. W ith the da)'S _hurtening, talk in 
the clubhou;c inevitab ly now turns to the eJgerly 
ant icipaterl arrw.d of our new DG· 505. <'xpected on 
si t beior the end Dl November. W,Jtch this space! 
Brian 11'\-vin hJs hr>en .1ppo inted deputy Fl. 
Congra tul<l tions 10 A lan >'vtcKi llen, w ho fini.shed 9th in 
the London RegiOI\,11, and to 8ri iln BrJnnigan ,md 
Finba rr Cochran e, who both h.>VP <Khieved Hron ?r>. 
Seamus Doran 

Wolds (Pocklington) 
THr\ 1KS tu al l who helped with the rwo-5<'ater 
Comp<' l it ion. SpL'ci o~ l thanks to tlw D ir<•ctor JrJhn 
(Storrni n') Norm;1n. Desp i t~ having the usual "con test 
wen lhcr'' evt"ryone seemed to enjoy lhemsclves. O ld 
iricnclships were re-kindled .mrl new ones forged. 

ongrdtu ldtions to ,\.1ike Proclor ir)f goi ng >Oio on his 
1 Gth birrhday. John TII Ison has comp leted Sil ver. 
tv\ mbers ;1rp agog()! the rdlt• the n~w hang ... u c xiL•nsion 

is progre,sing ~1nd are alrCcKiy loo king iorw;, rd 10 the 

opportunity of Jrguing where extlct ly .111 the· g! idC'r.., ,1r0 

goi ng to fit. 

Tony K~nd a ll 

Welland (Lyveden) 
I 1-i f\V I: l<~ il etl I<> cc lcl >r,llt' M ike Connell)' goi ng solo on 

Mike Proctor went solo at Wotds GC, Pocklington, on 
his 16th birthday 

June 26 in prcvi ou editions o f thi s slut. O ur il ying week 
w as <I frustrJi ing test of per cv ··rence and pat ien e wi th 
sn much wet we~ th cr and the tield ' ~s unfly.Jh l<' for 
tw o re;:Json,Jb le d~)'S \vhcn yours tru ly, takin • otf from a 

not-;,o-wPt Hus flos, fiPw ovcl r 600km cros.-LOuntry. 
Since th n operat ion hJvc ont inucd w ith d greJI cleill 
ot activitv involving J private/d ub paru1 rship in J Grob 
Acro. A team n ad Jn . pp ar.lnce for the Angli Cup. 
Our pundit fl ew tht: tirst cby bu w"s afflicted by ~a le 

ior e w incl5 ov rnighl tll Jl had SGlttercd the weary 
ramr ers by morn ing. M any of our 111embers h.wc lw en 
lrequcnting . utton Ban k and J smJII •x.ped ition h;rs just 
CllllJJrkl'rl inr A buy ne. 
Strzeb 

Wrekin (RAF Cosford) 
TI-l l LluiJ Wtllli cl l ike to tha nk M ikP 0 >11\lrn for his tin t 
.1 s Cri. lie handed over the m:1111 le in February to '!rev 
Cook, wlro r.HllC in from f ulmM GC at the b,JCk end of 
l.1st ye,~r. The yc.1r kir ked ufi w ith ou r biannual w.rv 
exped 10 Ll "wcnl Pare. rhe we;tthcr 'w1sn'1 particuiMiy 
good (or w .. we. HuwCVPr, WC' ::t ll Pnjoy(-"~d ri<.J ing the 
lov<-ly ridge down th Conwy Vd lley un the clay> lh<rt 
were fl yahle. We CCindu ted rnc~ nv trial rllt-lhl ~vcnings 
clu rin • the >ummer mon ths. htlht~ring lull llnan 
w hi l giving RAF tr<~ i nees. ncl lo al flCopl~, la te ior 
th t' sport W ith ~ I I oi us str tferi ng. th appalling weather 
took it to ll on la unch rat , badge ciJims .111d cross­
country perform.lnce. N I for I, ck of tryi ng thouoh. 
Two m nbcr' tand out: imon l t. rri _, who comp leted 
his Silvei Badg wi th ,J SOl< m flight to Birliord in our 
K- 18, ;:rncl li el n Wil l>omson, eventu.ll ly go ing so lo and 
cnnoolidating th at position vary qui ckly to converting 
in to th e K-18 wi th ,1 Brnnz • leg completed. For tlw 
;ccund l ime In two \'l!<l f>, eo, ford ;llld thP Wr ~ k i n GC 
hosted tlw Inter Service< Regiona l Glidi ng Compel it iun . 
Th<' .rmuu nt o f work flU! in by dllmenru<•ts to organi Sl ', 
run ztnd cl<.~ar up iliterwarcb is am.1 zing. My pe rson ~) I 
thc~nks, nd grJi iludt· for .1 succC'S>Iully run t•vc·nt. The 
weat her gave us iivl' rompdil ion rl .1y,, although not thP 
big rJcy tJsks that \\'(' al l enjoy. wee !ll('!llht•rs who 
compcterl wl'r<' M ike Osborn, lonJih,1n May and Tr<.'v 
Cook, .111 do ing till' dub proud with the highest pi ,KP ul 
16th. The W indy Ridge Inn h;:rs been gi en J new lease 
of li i<> by th<· l1o~rr l work of Sl tJ Dunc<~ n. The .111nua l 
p~1rty is pbnned lor mid NovPmh •r. \•VGC 1S fl eet no'<v 
comprises " K- 13 , K-2 1, K- 18, Discu' and J newly 
.~cqui rcd LS6 • >lny servin• personnel ;md those who 
w.1111 to pop Dv,·•r wi ll b · mt~d (' morl' than wPi come. 

llopefully, th is club news entr)' wil l be the stnn oi more 
regul:rr r" port i11 g from us. 
Trev Cook 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:gioll.ll
http:lubhou.se


Wyvern (Upavon) 
AS r roud winners of the South-West Area lnter-Ciuh 

Leagu there was no questron of \Vyvern not competi ng 
in he final ,Jt Gram dcn Loclg ' • Cambridge. O n the fi rst 

dc1y, onl) th(' pundits anrl intermedi ate' w ere . cnt on 
ldSks, w hich w~s bad luck for novrce entry W ill Davis, 

!Jut Roy Gaunt 14th ) Jnd John Applpford D ru l both got 
round, disp laying some exci ti ng low fi ni sh<:s The 

secuncl clay looked li ke being a r~p e<J t of th e first, but 

,Jround 13.00hrs the cu f.Juppcd up al l aro und. 
Unfu rtun ,1 tely th e Wyvern team was 1<1ther outclas eel. 
Intermedi ate Denn i< Sta n~nJom accepted the only 
pen.dty uf th • comp •tit ion b)• startin g J On1 in front of 

the li ne, bur withc,ut loss o f a place, to come 5th , but 

pundit i\llan rribe ,m d novi ce A rHJy G ibson struggled 

slow ly round and ~-"·h only manased to fini sh 6th. 
Overa ll, how ··ver, tl1 ank, mo t ly to Roy and John's 

performance on Sa turdav, Wyvr·rn finished 5th, bu t, as 

the le~ m Captain Id id , our prize w,Js gelling IQ the 
irnal! ur than k> go tD ( Jrnbrid<•e CC. and all o thtm 
invulved in run ning th e Jre.) hPats ior providing su ch d 
;t ll •n joyabl c s , ries ol fi v 1:. weelt:a nd) w ithout ~~ ~ in gl ~ 

clay .>Crubbed. W ho says th" English summer is unre li ­
,tbi Q? In <J n enu-oi -scason rush, both ~a ll B c<~s l ey :md 

W ill C:h :1ppel. who h~d bteen sprung irorn sc-hool fo r th r' 

afternoon when soMi ng conditi ons looked likely, both 

did u ut -and-return ilight"< tu La' ham tn c:ompiPt<' lh<' ir 
Si lver Badge~. r'-i ew rnemhcr lust in Shepherd, rnore 
accustomed to take-oris with .1 iu ll passenf\er lo<1d and 

I.Jnding solo (he's J par:lchutP p l:1ne f.Jilot) went solo in 
;, K-2 1 .1fter only 12 !lights in two dJys of instruction! 

Tih! ~:mnu,t l wave flying expedition to t\boyn e tnok 

plac" in O c1uber .. 11 111 N ovember and reports uf severa l 
Cold and D iamond h igh t, have been recei ved. Fi na\l y, 

the Jnnual C: ot 1\ programme h.~s begun in the work­
shop with the K-U atisf;,t tori l) pa»ing the mondJtory 

struc tural in5[PCtlons <llld w lrl ok inrw.~rd to delivery of 

<' DG-1 000 in the spring to repiJcc it Jnd so curn plute 
an •·al l gi;J.S>" fleet for the firs t ti m 

Andy Gibson 

York Gliding Centre (Rufforth) 
Tt-I E cl ub is rn the proces; ot buyi ng th , IJG-505 lrom 

the ra ulkes r\ yi ng foundati on , so th i h igh-pr"rfonnance 
lwo-sp,Jter will l)()(;(lln<' p.-r r·t o f our normal tr.1in ing fl eet, 
especi;, lly for cross-cnuntry trai n ing. I he new c lubhouse 

is in pl ace, Jnd w<' IHJW have J long- t.., rm project tu fit 

it out internally to give a high rtuality set of rooms, 

incl uding a mod rn insid to ilet b lock to r the nrst lime 
in 1he club '5 histo ry ! 1\ ia ir gagg le ui ou r pil ot have 

rmc..h'-'d l:lronze th i ye:u but l tn fnrtuna l 'i y there have 
he n very li m ited opportu nities for the111 to JUempt their 

Si lver d istances . Hopetully next year ' season will I P;~d 

to a nu mber of Silver B.1dgt> cla ims in ·"c in 200S. 
Mike Cohler 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
CONG RATULJ\TIONS must go to ;\lex M:~y for Silve-r 

distance (iree flight to Kirton in LinsP\ w ith ~n eqUll lly 
long r tr ievel and Liam Watts, wh o went snlo in on :\ 

S<l turd,Jy just after his 16th birthda)'· By Tuesd.1y hQ hJd 
,1lre,1dy flown 1h · c lub '> As ti r and K-n: t h r~l' ai rc·l<l ft in 
thrf'e days - w ell done, Lr am . Both of th ese events 

took pl ac~ during the very successfu l til.S k w eek in 

August wh ere- us usual - l'hil Lazenby tlid o1 great job 
ui ru nning th e iun competit ion. Plenty o f kil onrctrcs 
were il own , and oi cou rse there were several long and 
in tere~ ti n g retrir,ves. Ju st ,,.. ause the i ielrl is n x t to a 

big ruad doesn't mean to say that you can get· to it 
easi ly (a th e er w w ho went Lo co llect David Gradley 

iou nd out). Sutton llank has w t: lcomerl several visiting 

expedi ti ons during the summer and have indeed 
undertaken one th ems >Ives to 1\boyne wi th several 

p il ot~ and gliders making th trip nort h. Final ly, I would 
like to th <1n k Alcx ,\.\ay for ho ld ing the marHie of 
cluh news for the past 18 month; , 

Marian Stanley 

December 2004 - January 2005 

Obituaries 
David Carrow 
-Cambridge University, Lasham 
Dr\VID Dunbar ( arrow, DfC ( I 922 -20041 died on 

S<•ptcmbcr 26, He h" rl had a minor stroke io llowing the 
d 'd th <1f hi> be lnve<:l wiie [l,~rbara in 200.1 .1nd h is 
daughter died a yea r l.1tcr. Neverthel ess, w ith the 

support of his un ited i,11nil~. coupl rc·d w ith h is habitua l 

cnQrgy ilnd determinat ion, he iought IJ~ck to ,1n al most 
normal life unti l li n~lly brought down by thP il fler-efiects 

ui a fJII. He started gliding in 1947, when he Joined 

Cambridge Univers ity GC, but it was not h is first 
acquai nra nce with gl iders . Wh i le in th e Ri\ r as J 

n,wiga tor, he had been fl ying rn Hal ifax bomber-; towi ng 
gliders in Euror e !incl uding -day, Arnhcm, the Rhine 

crossi ng~; he also fl ew on more than a ;cure oi Sp c ial 

l'orces ops . Later, he was naviga ting (with in.JC urate 

maps) from ln d ic~ over "the I lu mp" to TI1n i land . In 1\149, 

he won th e Kelmsley Winter ross-country Contest w ith 

on<' of th e e.>e l ier w ave erns.- ount ries In th fiilte>, he 

JO ined th e Surrey GC (now Surrey & l~a mpshi re) , a 
m:J jur unit in Lash.un G lidin!; Societ y. In th e early 
19605, c1S l.,1sh;1m's chairman he W.JS an ou iS I.ilnding 

leader in the ultim.~ t e ly successful st ruggle or rts 

security of tc'nurc•. Also for a period in that decade he 
wa ~ vi c:e~c:h ;Jirm;m of the 13Gi\. For yl'.HS h(' w JS an 

active competition pilot in the Natinnclls and in iorcign 
~(l rilpe.tition~. In the (' igh!i('S h(' IJ (' C~·mw invol v(·rl in 

lo ·al il if,l i rs- ,Jnd \Vel> dr"terl :15 an inclepenrlcnt to Hart 
Distrr ct Counci l, of whi ch he l;1ter bec.l mC chairman. 

Mike Gee 

Ron King - Southdown 
RON King (1926 -20041 w.~s ,, largm-than-life ch Jracter, 

who had been Jt Southdown for ><l many yews th at it 

wJ_ di fi icult to remember exK1 1y wh en he had jo inecl . 
He was responsible fo r the maintPnance of th e g lider 

fl eet, and at his happi est when up to his (•yes in aircraft 
rep~\i r. He gathered around him a team uf willing 
helpers, and led tht•m with good humour and enthusi~1sm. 
Cn~eting everyone with J b(~Jr hug .1 nd a huge grin, h ~· 

was genl:·rous with both his IL'chnical advice and his 
tir1J . t-Ie joined the RAF in I 943 h<>p ing tu become .1 

p ilo t. A pert or,11ed eardru m 111E'dllt th :J t ai rcrt v w :1; 

out ol the questi on, and he becJmP an aircralt Ill ·r, 

worki ng on LtnCd>ters, Sp itfi r • dnd Hurricanes. 1\ftpr 
th e wiJ r he.· continued his Jviation engi neering car~r 

with llaw ker Si dcleley at D lmsfold. H e worked on th~ 
prototype <'ll th~ Harri er, speci,1li si ng in avion ic , and his 

photowaph st:m cl alongs ide rhc aircra ft in the Science 
Museum in London. H is experience w ith ci vil Jirl inl'S 
inc luded r eriods with Ai rwnrks, D Jn Air, flritish 

Caledonian and finJ II )' 13 rit ish i\ irways, who often 

seconded him to work ~broad . Ron had the awP nme 
rc~spon s ib ilit )' of signing ofi the ,JirCrd ft .JS nirwnrthy, and 
he tuok <1S much care over a b<:JS ic gli der trdincr 3 s he 
d id w ith a jumbo jet. lt wou ld b diifi cult to imagine J 

more ccmsc ienti ous Jncl responsib le engi neer, c1 nd he 

was our Glider Master right up to th e clay that he w:Js 
tn ken Ill. Ron w ;Js fo rtunat in that he di scov~ re rl his 
vnC"a tion at th e age ol 16 and never dl'vi ated thruughuut 

his worki ng life. He often said that th e~ han~}1f w.1s his 
chu rch, and that he rl<'edc·d no other. CL'rtainly, th e 

h,1ngar will seem;-, :- trang~~ ,1nd empty pl .lC(-" wi!·hout him. 

Peter J Holloway 

Sigfrid Neumann - Cambridge 
WITH the dmth oi Sigirid N cum;llln !192 b-2U04 ) on 

July IS thi s yc.1r ill<' CambridgP club lost one of it most 
rn ~emor,,b l e :1nd respected characters. When he hacl his 

last fl ight suon after his 7B th birthday (fcJUr hours in a 

D isct") lw had been <J member of th e C:amhri rlgC' 

Univers ity Clid ing Club ;:1 nd its successor for 55 ye<:1 rs 
and 111 inst ructOr fur 4R lo ri gin:1lly f.l•h ed out by Lornc 
VVelch ,.rnd Tony Goodh,mt. Durin g thi s time he 

am:1ssed c,, flJl hours and IJ 7,424km, all meti culously 

r . urded in 20 log-bouks now in the CUGC archiv . 
Even in hi s seventies Si gfricl was oflen th e fi rst tn la unch 

and alw.Jys th(.! last to land, hul i n hi, C!J r ly uays he flew 

in .Jt iond l Championships, in 1 <J SJ tdking th e 'k' 1 

Bluebell 128 km irom Ca mphl ll to llr id lington w i th Ann 
M ari Edlund as P2 . They marri d and had lour children; 

a glider prlot herself for many years, Ann Mar i di >d j ust 
<J few months before Sigrri d. Sigfricl 's appeti te fo r 

arnbri clge c lub trophies wc~s insatiab le, winni ng th · 
last oi m,1ny in 2003 . In his middle years he w a, the 

club's leading, and someti mes almo't the on ly, 

cross-country pi lot. As an il'l5tru ctor he was utterly 

dcpend,dJie c1 nrl c.ompletcly uncn rnprom ising in rn.lt ter> 
of procr•dure anrl safety. Th roughout hi s nyi ng ca reer 

hP n ver h~cl an ac-ident . He wa' secretil ry of th e cl ub 
for ma ny y<?ars unl ll inm:m sing dea iness iorccd his 

retirement. Si glrid rl istoverr.:d Lh ' e:~ sHvind w.JVe at Lhc 
long Mynd, cl imbi ng to 6, fJ UO ft in the Pre~ 1 111 March 

I '153 dun ng one of th mcmn rJhl e am hr~<lg Club 

CJrnps (see Cambridge rules the wa ves, ;\ ugust­

Serteml.w r 1993 ). llm n nedr Dresden ~ nd t;J ken pri soner 
at Arnh em, he elected to stay in England after th e war 

rdth cr than return to £Jsl Germ 3ny. His n;Jtionil l 
churacteri sti cs endeared him to many in the gliding 

world, but espec iall y tn those whom he taught to i ly 
with such thoroughn ess, 

Anthony Edwards 

Norman Prior - Essex, Rattlesden 
NOR!v\1\N l'r ior i l'J :l l-2 004) b ame intcrcstl'd in dir­
craft in h is teens, building Jncl lyi ng mocllol gliders and 

powered mud~ l aircraft. I li s i ir>t gli dN l'l ight w as from 
Hush,1nrls Bosworth in 1 ~ b 7 . 1-te resumed glid ing, with 
th e Essex GC, ,1 t North W c:1 1cl in M arch 1974, obt:1ining 

Silver cli ,tdnLC in 1979 . A' J ~ynd i CJ tC ~Jrtn er he had 

flown Skylarks, a Mosquito, Pi ra and more recently a 
Min i ' imhus. I-I is last fl ight wa~ on VVPdnesday M arch 

l, 2004, in a K-13 a1 nrth Wea lu. Norma n w:1s o rt(• u f 

a group oi about I 0 r eor lc who resurrect eel the 
Ridgcwcll and Oat ley CC in 19flu. Tlm operated for 
~1bout two yt•an.; until h~E'x G ,Hlded Ridgewfdl tn it s 
North Wealrl activities. In May 1'!92, he jo ined 

R,Jitlc·sden, rem.Jining ,, moml."" o f both c.l ub> until his 
death irom C<lll U" r in June 2004 . !\Iter ati unJI Servic 
in tlw RAF he spent s ve ,al yeJ r~ at th .> Dc-Havill and 

wnrks at Hatiie ld, worki ng n n RAF and commercial 

cl i rcr.:l ft, including the Comet, hc lor-c moving On tu a 
smi111 loca l engineering workshop. I li s wide, pract rwl 

expE'rirc-nce St'rved v ry w 11 in the building of ~eve r a I 
tr.1i lers, repa irs to w in ·h equipment, gli dr-· r skids and 

mnny other glidi ng-related jobs. orman wps very 
populor ,111d had a dry sense o~lwrno u r. H i was dlwnys 

th e helping, w illing IMnd given in a cheerful :md 

en our:1ging rnanncr. lie will be sorel)' oncl sacl l)' 
mi - ed by Nertil, hi pa rt ner of 30 ycMs, hi s ~nn M Jrt in , 

other far11ily members and his rnany, rnany fr iends in 
t~mcl o ut~ ide the gliding movement. 
Bill Poltinger 

Paul A Schweizer 
Pi\LIL Schwcizcr died nn W rc.dnesday, August 18, at the 
<~ge o i '2. Hr· had hcen ail ing fo r some time, I lis first 

int(-\ re"l in soa ring wuSc inspir d by an .:1rtit le in the 
Na tinm l Geographic magazine o f July 1 'l29. He and hh 
twn brot hers deci ded to design anrl builrl a primary 

gli der - the SGI' 1- 1. TI1cy comp leted it in tunc 1930 

and taught thernselv • to ny. In 193 5 P3ul graduated in 
~1 e ro na ut i ca l engineering from N "'W York University, (tnd 
fou nded the Schwe iz.er M etal i\ircr~ft Comp~ny w ith his 

hrother Erni~ . Thei r all -metal SGU 1-6 wan third rr ize 
in J des ign competi tion Jt th • 1'.!37 US Nati onal 

Championshi ps. Th eir two-seat SGS 2-8 broke ·oa ring 

records in I'B 8. They rt'- incorpomterl <IS Schweizer 
Aircraft Corporat ion at Elmira nnd w •r Jnined by the 
third broth er, Gi ll. In th Second World \• .1 r the 2-8 was 

adopted for m ilitmy use as the TG-2: 57 were built, 

follow ~I by the TG- , of wh ich there wer · 114. Th e 
Schwc~ i zer I -26, a small, inexp~ n<ive ,,,i lp lane avail ab le 

either as a kit for home bu i lding r'lr from the fa ctO')' 
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,. ready to fly, became highly ;uc essful after 1954. 

Annual champion~lllps wt•re orgunised and a very 
su cessful 1-l b A;so i, tion W:l; fnrmed. Production 
ended in 1980 when a 101~1 of 689 had been bu ilt. Paul 
continued to advocate the "one> d ign" idea which, 
with enthu!.iastic support also from the Italian Proiessnr 
Piero Murcl li, eventually resulted in the establishment of 
the International 'vVorld Cla -~ soanng t hdmpionships 
Jnclthe P\•V-5 sa ilrlane Paul had jo ined the nas en 
S(Xlfing Society of America pre-war. An outstandin •ly 
>l •ccessiul soaring pilot, he broke sev ral national 
re ords and rej.Jresented his c untry in the I Y52 and 
1954 Worlds. He b came a director of the SA in 1946, 
Se<:rer;,ry in 1'l54 and Pr • ident in 1'157, continuing 
after his term nf oifice as a d~rector for scvef'<ll d des. 
He luter bc.>c:amc a member of tht' International Jury 
judging and test flying entrant forth ' Stondard Cluss 
design competition held '" conJunction w ith the W orld 
So<~ring h,1mpionships. Paul al o WJS one;> of the 
founders oi the NJ iona l 0.1ring M useum ,11 Harris Hill, 
Elmira. TI1e Schw IZ r anng Srhnnl still flourishes 
on th flmlra- orning airpor1. i"Jul is survived by his 
broth •r Ril l and by Ginny, hi; w i fe, he~ I formerly a 
successful soaring pi lot. hort ly b fore his death 
l'aul completed his autobiogr.tphy and h~d mad(• 
arrangemen for its publication . He was a great man, 
kind, thoughtful and opt imistic. He will be ~·ery much 
missed by all soaring pi lots not only in the USA but 
als throughout the world. 
Martin Simons (courtesy of Soaring Australia) 

Dave Triplett- Shropshire Soaring 
DAVE was one oi those people wi th trem0ndous vitali ty. 
Every thing he t<1ck led was at full throttle, He came idle 
to gliding in 191lll He was ortun, l · in joining 1h 
Shropsh ire SoJring Group, which al lowed him to U'll" 

his power expcrienu e 10 fast track to wavr· Jnd cross­
country rlying. Under th expert guid;mce of Vie Carr 
he reached thP hig lw r reache of our sport quickly. 
Typi ally, he wrote an nthusi .. L tic urti le on gliding at 
I ap for S&C. A it ran apprcntice!ohip 111 the Tw in A>tir 

he wr?nt on to har • in Jn /\SW 20 and ihcn a 0 -400 
h fore bu ing un ASH 26 . When our Chipmunk w nt 
10r a maJOr r fit Dav tugged for us with his syndicate's 
R illh Rocket. I~ WJS al o .1 very k<"Cn S UBA diver ~. 

w~ll ,1s bt.1 ini•1g hi ' Y,H;htm.} t r Certificat(•. Three years 
or so a ··u, he "retired" ~ncl sought to combine his life­
Ion!: p ssion for ~' ll ing w ith paw •r Jnd gliding. He 
moved to Devon and bought ~ JOft ya ht, which loe 
operated ingle h<mdedly. Hefore leaving Sleap he had 
r rganised th~ finances of I hP hrup,hire Ac-ro Cluh on 
to a voab le fonting. For that he was awarded lifetime 
membPrship. ~ hethcr the pull of his friends in 
Shror•hirE' or the ·ort of flyi •lg he loved drew him, last 
yem he dectdefl to I avr;, Devon and r -·turnefl t J buy a 
huus right next to Sleap airfield. He bought a l'iper 
Arrow, had it ompletely rebuil t and resprayeri and built 
a hangar for it. Ov r they ars he made a numb r of 
expeditions to Fuentemii<IJ10,, Austrn lia, the Alps, 
Chduvigny and F shi bridge. At r esh ie lust year he 
con1pleted hi~ third Diamond lnr h lght. Th is spring, 
wi th Dickie Feakes, he investigated the Jttr.Jction oi 

)a , , in Spain, I ·ading to " ucce siu l vlsl l hy 'ile.1fJ and 
Seighford pilots this summer. Dave w;,s al\\. y will ing 
tu help. He didn't suffer fools gl;~dl}' buttim and again 
we learned of ad5 of kindnes .1nd g ncrasit)' quietly 
clone. D pitc having his ow n glider, which d1dn't 
r quir r triPving, he was alwa s th • fi rst to come and 
fet h us when we landed out. 11 ' a vimlly cone rned 
to ensure we encoura~cd new memb rs, wi th positive 
pdlronage for youngsters. His influence on the 
e11>in :ering irle was XJUo!ly b ndicial. He w,., iully 
uctive .111d ilying until just~ tew clays before h died. 
Hi sudden I s i; a >hock to his muny friends in the 
Shrnp;hire .Soaring Group, th • 1\ero luh Jnd the 
gliding irutcrnity. Our sympath goes to Vanessa. 
Keith Field 
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WA (Aian) Urwin (1931-2004)- Borders 
IT IS w ith a profound sense of ·hoLk and disbelief that 
we hav to rPport the sad atld prem.tture death oi AIJn 
Urwin, who was ki lled in an a Cldent on the farm dt 
East Kyloe, on oVIonday, Au ust 23, 2004. Alan 's club 
", ·niori ty numbN" wa 14, having ju ined in May 1CJ71. 
lie thr(''· hims If into Ius new hobby w1 th enthusiasm, 
bringi111; onsidera.bl(• ki lls and energy tll th em rging 
club at M iliicld. Alan' invulv 'ment in the lub 1 ns 
financial a well as phys1cJ I and, for a numb >r of ye,Jrs, 
he wa the main bearer of the burden borne by a club 
'eek ing its way in the 1 CJ70s. Better gl iders, Be ian 1 e 
and Skylark 3, were purchased 1or the club by m<:>mbers, 
but the major contribution <1lway came from Alan. 
In addit1 n, he va alway hord at work, bu ilding 
improved w inc.hes. The hundreds uf hours he spent 
went largely unseen, since AI an, a very priv, tc pr>rson, 
tended an J prci rred to work on hi. own. He involved 

me in the>C f.lrOjects ,Jnd many hours were spent on the 
, irfield dnd at Kyloe, ervicing und r pairing quipm 111 
>n th~t it worked the next weekend. In 1982, with the 
airfield disarpearing under our feet, the controverSial 
decision to Jlurchase the uper Cub Jnd go to dcrotow, 
was taken. Ten m mhE'rs r rovidc.d th finance, w ith 
Al~n <lgain bearing a large part of thJt burden. Shortl y 
after this Galewood \\"<!! purchased outright, with the 
directors of the tim tak•ng a consid , ble person,ll 
stake in the venture. ll i< doubtful if any o f u kn w at 
the time how mu -h wa:; ow cl to Alan in keeping th 
club financi~ ll y viable during thJt period. The changes 
of site and operation; , huwever, enJIJic.d the club to pay 
off all its d hts, including those In Al.1n. In due cour,.;, 
Alan b · J.rne. a li fe member, having served uvcr the 
years lL gem•ral bcnf'f.:Ktor, se.crl't.t.lry, ch<lirmJn, CFI, 
,Jnd tugma t r ]n(i hdd upgr<•ded to d OG-200 which, 
because of his commitment to -lub flying, he seldom 
flr?w. A lan hJcl married Margaret wh il st we were ,,t 
_,alcwood. Sh ' was most supportivL' of his role, and 
flew w ith us for some time, giving every encourag ment 
to AL1n in his fl ying. ur deep t · ympathy goes out to 
MargMet and the Thomp,on f,1mily at this terrible time. 
Alastair Fish 

Colin Winnall 
- Lasham, Vale of White Horse 
ALL OF us Jt Sanrlhill F;Hm wNr> very >ad to hear of 
Col in Winnal l's ,urlden rleil th from a heart at dCk in 
early October. Evcryon • here knew Colin i 1924-2004), 
and kn ' "' th<lt th ~y cuuld rei) on him tn do much more 
than pull his we1ghr for the gnod uf the club. Cu i in was 
into everything electrical and mechan ical from a very 
early age, ond when o lder this included motorcy les 
and engines. Dur~ ng the early p.l rt of the wor, a> an 
cnginl!<'r, he 1 in a reserved o ·upation but still kept 
<1pplying for th , RAF, ea h time being rejected becaus 
of his job. Eventually, he got his employer to SJ )' thot his 
job was n r served, and iinall\' jo ined the RAr fnr 
troining. nfortunately he never,, -hieved his ambition 
to fly in the RAr, and in 1944 was transferred to the 
army, where I* >nginecring _kill were in n ed, and 
wh •re he also hecamc a m turcycle in, tructm. Aiter the 
war h and a partner set up a car hire and taxi business 
in King; tun on Thaml'!;. F~i rly lat in lii~ he "did the 

knowledge' and b came .1 black cab driver, and was 
still driving a b until earli _r this year. H tarted 
gliding at Lasham, driving down fr m London after work 
to tl y. He •ained his Silver there befor' moving i t) 

Highworth and jo ining the Vale of Wh ite Horse club in 
the mid 1980s. fl w~s also an ATC instructor, Col in 
was one 01 tho e stalwarts that every c:luh relies on; he 
WdS alway• ready to lend a hnnd, and put in sterling 
Sf'rvicP maintaining our winches v r the years. He was 
also a lurger-thnn-lif chara t r w 1th J giant handlebar 
moustache. full of good humour, he w ill be sorely 
missed hy U> at Sandhill F, rm and, I , m sure, by 
his contemporones ill Lasham. 
Graham Turner 

BGA Badges 
No Pilot Club (place of flight) Date 

FAI1 ,000KM DIPLOMA 
14 Russell Cheetham Husbands Bosworth 25/6104 

DIAMOND BADGE 
686 Phit Morrison Devon & Somerset 2215/04 
687 Michael Kemp Kent (Jaca) 15/8/04 

Diamond distance 
1-1009 Phil Morrison Devon & Somerset 2215/04 
1·1010 Anna Wells Bristol & Glos 6f7104 

1-101 1 David Smith Aboyne (Fuentemilanos) 20f7/04 
1-1012 Richard Moyse Lasham 25/6/04 
1-1013 Michael Kemp Kent (Jaca) 15/8/04 
1-10l4 James Clarke The Soaring Centre 23/5/04 

Diamond goat 
2-3038 Stephen Gibson Cambridge (La Matte) 24/6/04 
2-3039 Michael Gibbins Aquila 2215/04 
2·3040 Tom Smith Norfolk 23/5/04 
2-304 t Nigel Greenwood Cotswold 23/7104 
2-3042 David Jones Midland t618/04 
2-3043 Nicholas Smith Lasham 6{7/04 

2·3044 Paul Copland Booker 30{7/04 

2-3045 A McNicholas Vale of White Horse 2215/04 

2-3046 Paullvens Bristol & Glos 31/8/04 
2-3047 Jonathan Foster La sham 21/8/04 
2-3048 Colin Cownden Cambridge 2t/8/04 
2-3049 Justin Craig London 23/5/04 
2-3050 Mark Laver Cambridge 21 /8/04 
2-3051 Martin Langford Black Mountains 31/8/04 
2·3052 Tim Parker Shenington 21/8/04 

2-3053 Kevln Tarrant Bristol & Glos 23/5/04 

Diamond height 
3-1632 George Newbery Yorkshire 24/7/04 

GOLD BADGE 
2342 Stewart Renfrew Bannerdown 2215/04 
2343 Stephen Gibson Cambridge (La Matte) 24/6104 
2344 Paul Copland Booker 3017/04 
2345 Gerald Higgs Surrey & Hants (Minden) 2614/04 
2346 Kevin Tarrant Bristol & Glos 23/5/04 
2347 Keith Chandler 6 t 5 VGS (Minden) 4{7/04 

Gold height 
George Newbery Yorkshire 24{7/04 
Ronald Carter Yorks~ire 24{7/04 
Richard Logan Ulster 11/6/04 
Geratd Higgs Surrey & Hants (Minden) 26/4/04 
Keith Chandler 615 VGS (Minden) 4{7/04 

Gold distance 
Stewart Renfrew Bannerdown 2215/04 
Stephen Glbson Cambridge (La Matte) 24/6/04 
Tom Smith Norfolk 23/5/04 
Nigel Greenwood Cotswold 23/7/04 
David Jones Midland 16/8/04 
Nichotas Smith Lasham 6f7!04 

Paul Copland Booker 3017/04 
Anthony McNicholas Vale of While Horse 2215/04 
Paul lvens Bristol & Glos 31/8/04 
Jonathan Foster Lasham 21/8/04 
Justin Craig London 23/5/04 
Mark Laver Cambridge 21/8/04 
Martin Langlord Black Mountains 3118/04 
Tlm Parker Shemngtcn 21/8/04 
Kevin Tarrant Bristol & Glos 23/5/04 

SILVER BADGE 
11428 Richard Crockett Essex & Suffolk 2215/04 
11429 Justin Craig London 31{7/04 
11430 Juan Toledo Bristol & Glos 1/8/04 
11431 Atex O'Keefe Essex & Suffolk 1615/04 
I 1432 Jon Gammage Cotswold 31{7/04 
11433 lan Symms Southdown 22/5/04 

Sailplane & Gliding 



11434 

11435 

11436 

11 437 

11438 

11439 

11440 

11 441 

21/8/04 

11442 

11443 

11444 

11445 

11446 

11447 

11448 

11449 

11450 

11451 

11452 

11453 

Stefan Zatorski 

Nigel Burke 

Paul Fournaise 

Geoffrey Arms 

Marlyn Johnson 

Peter Davey 

Burn 

Yorkshire 

Essex 

Ralllesden 

Yorkshire 

Four Counties 

Andrew Whiteman Mendip 

Bruno lghmouracene 

Michael Schloller Bath , Wilts & N Dorset 

Roberl Johnson The Soanng Centre 

James Fordham Bristol & Glos 

Andrew Lucas Newark & Nons 

Nick Garland Booker 

Shaun Murdoch Lasham 

Stephen Dodds Buckmlnster 

Stephen Haley London 

Randle Theobald Shalbourne 

Andy Corbel! Booker 

Barclay Dutson Cambridge 

Kevin Joliffe Surrey & Hants 

25/6/04 

1817/04 

2417/04 

24f7/04 

17/5/04 

2417/04 

1317/04 

Lash am 

2317104 

24/7/04 

2317104 

8/8/04 

6/8/04 

22/5/04 

6r7104 

2317104 

10/8/04 

1/9/04 

1/9/04 

1/9/04 

11454 Christopher Prideaux Buckminster 

22/8/04 

Charles Hay Booker 

Christopher ElllsonShalbourne 

Megan Montgomery 

24/5/04 

21/8/04 

Bannerdown 

11455 

11456 

11457 

21/8/04 

11458 

11459 

11460 

11461 

11462 

11463 

11464 

11465 

11466 

11467 

11468 

11469 

Kevin Fisher 

Miles Wigfi eld 

Ken France 

Michael Corlield 

The Soaring Centre 

Cotswold 

21/8/04 

2516104 

21 /8/04 London 

Stratford 

John Selman Bidford 

617104 

1/8/04 

Richard Gardiner The Soaring Centre 

Marcus Rowson Yeovi lton 
21/8/04 

1/9/04 

5/9/04 

15/9/04 

31/8/04 

Stephen Gibson Wotds 

Will Chappel Wyvern 

Glen Turpin 

Philip Williams 

Bannerdown 

East Sussex 

Richard Coleman Lincolnshire. 

BGA CROSS-COUNTRY DIPLOMA 

P12 

Pit 

Pt1 

Pt1 

Pl2 

Pl2 

Pts 1&2 

P11 

Pl2 

Pt1 

Pit 

P12 

P11 

Pit 

Pt1 

And rev.' G ibson 

Francis Broom· 

Nicholas Jaffrey 

Martyn Johnson 

Martyn Johnson 

Patrick Musto 

George Knight 

James Fordham 

Jeremy Anscomb 

Megan Montgomery 

Anthony Ffoulkes 

Andrew Bardgett 

Alan Wallace 

Marcus Rowson 

Glen Turpin 

Wyvern 

DSGC 

Stratford 

1/9/04 

15/9/04 

2315/04 

25/6/04 

6f7/04 

Yorkshire 17/5/04 

Yorkshire 20/5/04 

Soaring Ctr 8/6104 

Cambridge 30f7/04 

BGGC 23/7/04 

Lasham 21/8/04 

Bannerdown2118/04 

Booker 

Borders 

Bidford 

2317104 

22/8/04 

21/8/04 

Yeovilton 1/9/04 

Bannerdown31 /8104 

·Apologies to Franc1s Broom of Devon & Somerset GC for the 

mistake in this listing in the October-November issue of S&G 

AEROBATIC BADGES 

Spl Known 

Std Known 

Std Known 

Std Known 

Carolina Bois 

Peter Chapman 

Bruce Forbes 

Ran Jubb 

Buckminster 6/6/04 

Soaring Ctr 1/9/04 

Shalbourne 1/9/04 

Burn 19/9/04 

The Sailplane and Glider- just 14 to go! 

If you can help us locate spare copies of these issues of 

S&G's predecessor (for donation, swap or sale). please 

contact 01453 889580 or editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 

Vol 1 (1930-31): issues 4, 26, 34 , 36. 41, 42. 

Vol 5 (1934): issues 2. Feb: 3. Mar: 4, Apr: 7, Jut: 9, Sep. 

Vol. 12 (1944): issues 1, Feb; 7, Aug: 11 , Dec 

Thanks to all who have helped! Helen Evans, Editor, S&G 

December 2004 - January 2005 

Accident/incident summaries 
AIRCRAFT 

Rei Type 

068 K-23 

BGA No Damage 

2998 None 

DATE 

Time 

16-Jun-04 

1200 

Place 

Dunslable 

PtLOT(S) 

Age 

76 

Injury 

Minor 

by Dave Wright 

P1 Hours 

170 

The pilot approached a li ttle too high and close to the l1miled 200m landJng run and tailed to use full ai rbrake. Having missed the 

normal landing area he crossed a downsloping area and used fufl airbrake. As his speed reduced he encountered an upsloping 

area and he landed very heavily. 

069 Discus CS 4318 Substantial 22-Jun-04 

1245 

Upavon 68 Minor 618 

The experienced pilot was taking a winch launch in crosswind conditions when. soon after the wing tip runner released, rhe 

downwind wing dropped and caught on the ground. The glider rapidly span around and launched into the air backwards and 

nose down belore the pilot could release. The nose was destroyed and the fuselage broken. 

070 K-SB 2717 Minor 06-Jun-04 

1324 

Aston Down 60 Minor 

During the winch launch the pilot re-trimmed the glider and in doing so may have knocked the canopy latch, causing ilia open 

and swing on its restraining strap, hitting the pilot in the face and arm. He released from the cable and, despite having difliculty 

seeing due to blood and losing his glasses, landed safely. The catch was bent and insecure. 

071 K-21 4031 Minor 11-Jul-04 Sultan Bank - None 

1100 

The pilot checked out lhe Super Cub tug . which he had fl own the previous day. He ' pulled the prop through to check the correct 

function of the mags' . Unlortunatefy he had forgotten to check the switches were olf and they were nol. The engine fired up and 

the tug ran into a K·21 glider and, finally the airlield hedge, causing minor damage to the glider (see also 76). 

072 Open Cirrus 4773 Minor 21-Jun-04 

1305 

Maidstone 

Kent 

43 None 88 

The pilot decided to fly cross-country as the conditions improved. When the lift failed he picked two fields . both of which had 

power lines nearby. Final selection was probably made very late and during the circuit the pilot concentrated on avoidmg power 

lines and hence forgot to lower the wheel. The landing damaged the fuselage. 

073 Sport Vega None Jun-04 Incident Rpt 59 None 

1700 

Aher three hours soaring the glider's canopy opened. On the Sport Vega the lock is behind the headrest and so pilot could not 

lock it shut again. He landed. without brakes. while holding it shut. Ills thought that wear and play in I he mechanism had been 

pushed open by contact with the headrest when the pilot stretched his back during the long llighl. 

98 

074 Grab 4691 Minor 20-Jun-04 Rolhes Glen 38 None 319 

Twin Acro 2 1450 None 0 

During a soaring llighl the instructor encountered an area of sink so headed back to the airliefd. He expected the sink to reduce 

but it did not so he chose a suitable field. Alter a slightly downwind landing the ground run was normal until the glider crossed an 

unseen lip in the surlace, which damaged the nosewheel. 

075 Ventus 2C 5084 Minor 02-Jul-04 Tibenham 26 None 
1 

832 

The pilot returned to the airfield after abandoning a competition task due to a large area of rain that was advancing rapidly to 

bfankellhe airlield. After an approach through light rain. the pilot landed on the runway with the wheel up. 

076 PAlS G-BJIV Substantial 

Cub Tug 

11-Jul-04 

1100 

Sultan Bank - None 

The pilot checked out the Super Cub tug, which he had flown the previous day. He ·pulled the prop through to check the correct 

I unction of the mags' Unfortunately he had forgollen to check the switc l1es were off and they were not. The engine tired up and 

the tug ran into a K-21 glider and, finally the airlield hedge. causing minor damage to the glider (see also 71). This caused sub­

stantial damage to both wings and shock loaded the propeller and engine. 

077 LS7 37 14 Subs1antial 20-Jul-04 

1341 

Spain 

Aragon 

58 None 958 

While mountain soaring in a valley in Spain the pilot became tow and so picked a stubble field_ Landing up the valley he fai led to 

recognise the onset ot the valley wind. which resulted in a downwind landing. The glider overran the field at low speed and was 

substantially damaged on rocks. 

078 K-23 2995 Minor 02-Jul-04 Long Mynd 43 None 39 

1655 

While attempting a live-hour duration flight the pilot encountered a large rain shower and tried to stay airborne near his club rather 

lhan further away in the clear. As a result he had to make his first field landing in worsening conditions. He hurriedly chose a field 

and bounced on landing, hitting the far hedge sideways. 

079 PIK 20 5086 Substantial 24-Jul-04 Upwood 57 None 195 

The pilot was returning lo his home lield after a three-hour cross-country l lighl in strong thermic conditions. He commenced his 

approach in gusty conditions at 400ft and 50kts with landing flap se t. He encountered heavy sink and reduced flap which resulted 

in the glider stalling into standing crop in the undershoot area. 

continued overleaf 
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Accident/incident summaries continued 

080 Dart 15A None Jun-04 Incident Apt - None 48 

The pilot found he could not lock the undercarriage down so made a wheels-up landing. Subsequent inspection revealed that an 

aluminium rubbing strip on one of the doors had come loose and restricted the lull travel of the gear. The strips were replaced 

and are now checked as part o f the daily inspection. 

081 K-13 5101 Minor 14-Jul-04 

1530 

Strubby 66 

60 

None 

None 

1198 

The last flight of the day progressed normally until. with the instructor in control. it landed on a narrow strip, bounded by crop, 

that had ohen been used for hangar landings. On this occasion the pilot failed to realise the crop was too tall to allow this and the 

glider's wing caught in it, causing a ground loop. 

082 Std Cirrus 3775 Minor 23-Jul-04 

1600 

N r T owcester 19 None 79 

While on his first 300km distance flight the pilot had to make a field landing. Alter trying to get away from low down, the pilot 

landed in an upsloping crop field and dropped a wing. which resulted in a ground loop. The fuselage was cracked behind the 

wing and the left wing spigot was bent. 

083 T-21b 1965 Substantial 31-Jul-04 

1224 

Up wood 51 

18 

None 

None 

After an instructor initiated a cable break at about 500ft. P2 started an abbreviated right hand circuit and set up a good 

approach at 40 to 45kts. AI a late stage he asked P1 to take over. P1 had to change hands to operate the spoilers and had 

trouble co-ordinating the controls. The result was a very heavy landing, which almost severed the cockpit. 

084 K-1 3 2191 Substantial 10-May-04 

1443 

Lash am 68 

50 

Minor 

Serious 

624 

15 

1972 

P 1 pulled a pre-planned simulated winch cable break at about 50ft. P2, an experienced power and motorglider pilot, llew the 

recovery but pushed the stick too far forward. The instructor failed to take over in time to prevent a very heavy landing that injured 

both pilots' spines. one seriously. A doctor on s1te supervised their diagnosis and care. 

085 ASW 20FL None Jul-04 Incident Apt 69 None 4900 

After a winch launch the pilot found that the wheel would not retract. After landing it was found that the left undercarriage door 

was jammed on top of the axle nut. preventing retraction. This possibly occurred during the take-off run, which was not smooth. 

086 T-21b 3287 Minor 14-Jul-04 

1358 

Greiling1 

Germany 

29 None 

None 

435 

11 38 

The winch launch started sharply and so, as it leapt into the air. the pilot pushed the stick forward, in anticipation of a rope break. 

Wh1te reducing pitch he noted that the rope was not taught but still pulling but it suddenly snatched again, pulling the glider's 

nose up despite tile pilot's efforts. The glider stalled in from about 1511. 

087 K-6e 1476 Wri te Oil 28-Juf-04 

1400 

Loxley, 

WarvJicks 

57 None 217 

While on a cross-country ll ight the pilot became low so chose a field then tried. unsuccessfully, to thermal. He returned to his 

field but. while in the circuit, he changed his mind and attempted to land in a nearby stubble field. He realised too late that he 

was too high/close and the glider overran and hit the far fence and a tree stump. 

088 Acre Ill 

and Vega 

3574 Minor 22-Jul-04 

1200 

Lash am 19 

58 

None 

None 

100 

0 

This midair collision took place between a trial lesson two-seale r and an experienced pilot on his first flight on type. The single­

seater flew a low. light circu it and the pilot did not see the other glider outside him. The two-seater saw the other Alider then lost 

sight until hitting 11 from above on finals. Both damaged gliders landed safely. 

089 Super Blanik 3635 Minor 28-Jut-04 

1020 

Llewenl Pare 57 

40 

None 

None 

607 

0 

The studenl llew a good launch and circuit but had to be prompted by PI when the speed started to build up on the approach. 

With speed under control the approach was fine until the flare when the student rounded out too sharply. causing the tail to 

strike the ground first before P 1 could react. The tail wheel and structure were damaged. 

090 Std Cirrus 1624 Write Off 07-Aug-04 

1330 

Nympsfield 50 Fatal 82 

This FATAL accident occurred during the initial stages of a '•Anch launch. The glider was seen to climb more steeply than normal 

and then yaw and turn to the left. At about 200ft, in a steep bank, the glider released, recovered but then lost speed in a turn and 

spun into trees. killing the pilot. Subject to a BGA Investigation. 

091 LS7 3824 Write Off 07-Aug-04 

1522 

Dunstable 43 Fatal 274 

FATAL Accident. The glider was seen to climb very steeply on the winch launch. At about 150ft, and still attached la the cable, 

it s talled. rotated through 180 ' and struck the ground marginally left wing first, but slightly inverted. The pilot was seriously injured 

and died later in hospital. Subject to BGA Investigation. ~ 
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The ideal Christmas present! 
The Platypus Papers: 
Fifty Yesrs of Powerless Pilotsge 

"All soaring pilots should have this book on 
their shelves" - George Moffat 

"Like Schweppes, it fizzes the whole way 
through" - Derek Piggott 

"Don't read it in public unless you are 
willing to make a spectacle of yourself laughing 

out loud" - Dave Allison 
"The funniest book ever written"- Platypus 

HOW TO BUY IT: see Tai/feathers, page 17 

MASON RESTORATION 

@_ ~ 
Glider and Motorglider 

CofA Inspections 
Weight and Balance 

Repairs and Refinishing on 
Wood and Glassfibre 

27 Kellett Gate, Low Fulney, 
Spalding, Lines PE12 6EH 

Phone: Dave Mason 01775 723737 
Email: silent.flight@virgin.net 

ideal Xmas present for the winter 
Soaring Flight Si~ 

SFSpc vers1 4.~ 
the Gliding Simulator 

designed by glider pilots 
• aids early training • ICAO charts " 91£> 
• improved graphics • 2-seater r;,.A.'v • g,.~ 
• multiple types • supports force _ (\C ~ 
• ballast feed~acklpedal&' 
• competition tasks • satellite derived 
• realistic weather landscapes 
• winch and aerotow• Win95/98/ME/2000/XP 

GlidingShop 01952 730612 
order online with PayPal from 

www.glidingshop.com 

Climate and dusty Covers 
Why be afraid of dust, rain and sun? Protect 
your airplanes with effective covers from 
Sweden. All covers are made of whi te 
waterproof web and have very high UV pro­
tection. All Sewing is with double thread. 
We give you 4 years guarantee on the 
Materials. Easy to wash. I will send product and 
materials information if you wish. 

For more information 
Lars-Erik Blom, Emfo AB Sweden 

Fax 46 504 15150 
Email: emfo@telia.com 
Internet: www.emfo.se 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:www.emfo.se
mailto:emfo@telia.com
www.glidingshop
mailto:silent.flight@virgin.net


Classifieds 
Please send the text of your classified advert to 
Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not to the editor) 
- debbie@gliding.co.uk. Call 0116 253 1051 
if you have any queries about classified adverts. 

Please rem ember that. if you are emailing text. 
your advert may not appear unless we have 
received payment by post or credit card by the 
deadlme. The dead line for classifieds to be 
included in tl1e February-Marc l1 2005 issue of 
S&G is January 5, 2004 after which any adverts 
received will be published in the follow ing issue. 

Text: 80p/word. minimum twenty words (£16) . 
Black and white photographs: £6 extra 
Box number: £3 extra . All prices include VAT. 

FOR SALE 

LS6c 1 5i1 7.5 metre lips 1991 . 1360 hours. Excellent condition. 
based Booker. Full details. Tel : 01494 452648 / 07941 180653 

Duo Discus 1 19th share In 802 based Nympsfleld. Hassle tree 
syndicate . very good condit ion, fully instrumented. T hangar and 
Jaxrda covers. £36 per month sub, £6500. j.fack@virgin.net or 
078 12 108 588. 

KESTREL 19. metal trailer, ngging aids, basic instruments, oxy­
gen, ColA, reg ularly flown glkler, based Dun stable. £9000 ono. 
Tel: 01234 304717 

ASW 22 Excellent condition, recenlly relinished, Cnrnbridge 
GPS/NAV. L!NAV. A/H, EB80 Parachute. 720 radio, Cobra trail ­
er, winglets. £29 995 Contact I an 01444 244796 / Peter 01 293 
852608 

ASK 14 MOTOR GLIDER Good condrtion. New three year 
ColA zero hours on propeller. parachute, rlgg1ng aids etc. 
Trarler. Interesting history. Details. Phone: 01832 272244 
(Offroe) or 07860 959646 (Mobile). 

DISCUS CS 1991 . one owner. no damage. low !10urs. full panel. 
GPS. parachute, trailer. Tel : 01509 502525 

FOX 1/10 Share. Two seal fully aerobatic glider. Wing tipped 
ex ensions for soaring smoke, fully equipped trailer, para­
chutes. £4950 Tel: 01 737 371701 

Nimbus 3 Turbo 26.5m I 112 shure) Built 1984. 1900 hours. 
Private hangar. always rigged. New Instruments with 
Cambridge 302, Cnmbndge 303. lpaq, Radio , Oxygen. 
Parachute. C of A March. Tow out gear & Trailer. Accident Free. 
Excellent example. Lasham based. This is tha Ideal situation 
always rigged & pa~ner lhat llys very little 112 share £1 9.250 
Contact Bill Hosie (M) 07788 425443 (H) 01823 277911 

LAK 12 630 hours. basic panel. audio. winter T&S. Oxygen, 
EW. 760 radio, parachute . Trailer. 2 man rig, new covers, water 
ballast. £14 000. View Hus Bos 01922 631006 1 0121 353 
2146 

MAGNIFICENT HOME/HANGAR on 5 acres. Seminate- Lake 
Glideport. Florida. See websrle for details: ''""1\'I.SOarll.com 

NIMBUS 3. Hall Share Based Bfcester. Full competition panel 
based around LX7000. Covers. Tow out kit. At;IF trailer. 
£19.500. Tel. 07778625260 

Hang Gliding Hot Air Ballooning 

45 minutes from Geneva. Les Carroz high 
in the F rench Alps. Fully equipped 
apartment wit11 garage. Sleeps 4/5. 

Enquiries: Tel & Fax: 01797 252458 
Mob:7747 894493 

Schleicher ASH-25 Winner of live British Open Nationals : two 
1,000 km flights: countless records. Recently reflnished; Cobra 
trailer newly refurbished. Full instruments including Filser 
LX5000. Strong parachut . £55,000 [;like Bird tel ~20 
8748 6344 or lax 4709 231 3981 or email 
m®irfJ@Qi.r&.Q!HJl.JJ.!L 
ASW 17 (48:1 Glide) 20 metre span. Competition panel- LNAV 
... vano. Horizon. T&S. mjniature Winter mechanical vario, 
Mlcroai r760 radio . Included - trailer. rigging aids with telescopic 
rreslles, Jax1da wing fuselage covers. Conlact 01832 280470 or 
drcicurtiS@aol.com 
SWALLOW Good cond ition, ColA to Oct 05. basic Instruments . 
excellent Aluminium covered trailer. easily converted for 15M 
gilder. £800 ono. Tel: 01934 710268 (Somerset) 

VENTUS 2CT 2002 for further details contact Steve Jones on 
01488 71774 

LAK17a low hours . full competition outfit with L·Nnv, 
Garman, Ferranti Horizon, Dittel Radlo and double skinned 
Cobra trailer. 1st place 18M Nationals 2001. View at Hus Bos. 
£36.995 1< 1: Tony Pozerskls on Ot858 468820 Email : baltic­
sailplanes@dsl.pipex.com 

ASW20CL, vgc. lull panel, winglots. Garrnin. Cobra trarler. Third 
share based Aboyne. £7000 ono. lhousdeo@li!m!~ or 
013398 81613 
DISCUS b. Excellent condition. Cambridge L-Nav. Hoflzon. 
Microair rad1o, winglets. Cobra trailer etc. £31.000. Call Peter 
Turner on 07785-261194, 

WANTED 

Basic or assfstant Instructors. April to September. Nyrnpsfield. 
see wwwbooc eo uls shtiPJJWww.booc oo yb I or details phone 
07980 597764 or E Mail: grey.richard@blcpenwor!d.ccm 

Wanted - any pre-1962 S&Gs. 01242 680504 , 
joo.waod@tjnyworld oo uk 

Surrey Hills Gliding Club, Kenley Airf ield, requires a full lime 
llying manager/CFI to take over from our existrng CFI!Manager 
in August 2005. The successful candidate ,.,ill have a Full 
ratmg/Full BGA MGR. Apply with CV to Marc Corrance. Email 
m rccornance@yahoo.co.uk. 

WANTED INSTRUCTOR Fu ll Trme/Part Time lnstructutor 
required. Musl be CAA Motor Glider Instructor andlor JAR 
SEP!TMG lnslructor. Required from March 2005. Apply to: 
Oxlordshire Spa~ Flying. Enstone Airf1eld. Ox on OX7 4NP. 

20 SEASON BEGINS I MARCH 
For detatls of how ou can enjoy 
the wonderful expenence of Southern Spam, go to 

www.soaringclub.com 
or telephone +34 667 554 102 

December 2004 - January 2005 

Glasllugel H301 Lillelle Rare xample olthis classic 15 metre glid­
er. factory number 85. bull! In I 968. wllh orlgiMIIraJler. Retraclable 
undercarr.aga, f}OSil rve/negatrve !laps. two canopies -rocing and 
normal. tall parachule, ATR 720A radro, removable nose 1eigt11 
fitt ing In cockprl. Rigging is straighlfon·md •mh the sua! self 
connecting elevator. alrbrakes and !laps and easi ly connected 
ailerons. Offered lor s e or part Sh31'6 'iith ColA until May 05. 

For offers or more inlormation contact: 

Emma and John Dobson on 01604 585457 

ASH26E For Sale 
18m High Performance Motor Glider. Ful l instrumen­
tation wi th Cambridge flight recorder, Mountain High 
EDS Oxygen system, parachute, Cobra trailer etc. 
Full CAA C of A. New in 1996. one careful owner. no 
accidents or repairs. 786 hrs, 238 launches 

£69,500 No VAT 
01869 245948/07710 221131 or 

dickie@bas.uk.net 

BIDFORD GLIDING CENTRE 
requires o 

STAFF INSTRUCTOR 
FOR 2005 SEASON 

to run mid-week g liding operations. We ore on 
oerotow site. our trotnlng tle et includes 2 
Puchacz and o Super Dlmono motorglider 
We offer o flexible remuneration package 
(including accommodation) You must hold o 
BGA Full Instructor Rating and o Motor Glider 
Instructor Rating could be an advantage. 

Apply to: 
The Manager, Bidlord Gliding Centre, 

Bidlord Airfield, Bidford On Avon, 
Warwickshire, 850 4PD 

or email us at: office@bidfordgliding.co.uk 

FOR SALE 
2002 Ventus 2ax 

Perfect cond ition racing mach ine. No oH field landings. 
Only 170 hours total ti me. llec SN 1 OB flight computer. 
Volkslogger GPS/data logger. Sage model CVA vario 
witl1 averager. Mountain High EDS oxygen system. 
Dittel FSG 71 M radio. Relief tube . Tail ballast tank. 
Cobra trailer (fibreglass) with complete tow out gear. 
Trai ler stored in hangar. PRICE: $89,000. 

Chris Woods 
(415) 435-7756 • wood54533@sbcglobal.net 

J On-site Chalets 

Group Membership Rates 

O Only 100km from Alicante 
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AUSTRALIA - 1000km flights 
Lake Keepit Soaring Club 

Our friendly Club and year-round good gliding conditions 
wi ll ensure memorable flying, for X-Country or first solo. 

Contact Sandra Mitchell. E-mail keepitsoaringCbigpond.com 
<mailto: keepitsoaringCbigpond.com> 

Web info: www.users.blgpond.com/keepitsoaring 
<http://www.users.bigpond.com/keepitsooring> 

Phone: 1-61 267697514 Fax: +61 267697640 

----- TruTrak Turn & Bank -- I 

..:..L 
,. 

www.oxaero.com 

solid-state, reliable, 
instant-on, 

battery friendly, 
inexpensive . 
Also: Borgell, 

Cambridge, Microair, 
Plantronics, Tasman. 

--·--TOWBARS TO TRUST 
e EC Typq Approved bor$ u:;e all cor manufacturers Fitting points 
e Fitting doe" not affect the vef, ide warranty 
e Ufcrirne s uarontee undc tJ,t. Wittar Shidd of Safety 

See Ye low Pogcs for your OfKllli!_S.t \f)8Cioli st fitter or stocki st. 
WITIER TOWBARS, CHESTER CHS 2NY 

Tel: 01244 284500 • Web: www witter-towbors.co.uk 

Gliding Society 

LASHAM REGIONALS 2005 
23rd- 31st July (prov) 

Applications are invited to this popular com­
petition. Please apply in writing or by phone 
with a non-refundable (unless you do not 
get in) £50 deposit. A ballot for the first 65 
entries will be held on the 1Oth December. 
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LASHAM GLIDING SOCIETY 
LASHAM AIRFIELD 

ALTON HAMPSHIRE GU34 5SS 
Tel: 01256 384 900 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 
INSURANCE? 

Contact: 
Tony Fidler 

Glider pilot for 35+ years 
40+ years insurance 

experience 
Telephone/tax/write to: 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 
Spalding, Lines PE12 908 

Tel: 01406 362462 
Fax: 01406 362124 

-~ 

/~~ 
Cotswold Gliders 

http://www.cotswoldgliders.co.uk 

BGA M3 FACILITY 

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 

PFA RATING 

HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN 
Carbon, kevlar and glassfibre, wood and metal. Alloy airframe repairs a speciality. 

All types of repair work undertaken, from minor trailer rash to large insurance claim. 
Kestrei/Libelle rudder and aileron drive rebui lds, also NOT testing of rudder drive. 

Engine overhaul. Engine approval. Machining facilities for wing pins, axles, etc. Tig welding. 
If you require any of the above services, please contact us on any of the following 

Tel: Workshop 01993 779380 Fax 01993 779380 
Email : office@cotswoldgliders.co.uk 

Mobile No. 07944 885117 
or The Old Dairy, High Cogges Farm, High Cogges, Witney, Oxon. OX29 6UN 
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GLIDER 
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01865 841441 RDaviation 

Introducing the: 

eGYR0·2 

5 7mm, self-contained 
panel mount EFIS display 

The eGYR0-2 is the latest edition to the laser-ring gyro range. 
This low power, solid-state gyro is a completely self-contained 
unit (negating the need for a PDA), which displays horizon, turn 
and slip/skid in a full colour LCD display. The eGYR0-2 is 
designed to fit into a standard 57mm panel cut-out and is 
powered from an external 12 volt power source (with typical 
llOmA power consumption). Cigar lighter lead included. 
eGYR0-2 
£849.00 Free Winter Catalogue 

- call today -

Gliding Films 

GLIDER 
Mail Order Fax 
01865 842495 

The new GPSmap 96C integrates full­
featured GPS navigaton with a Jeppesen 
database and a crisp full-colour display, 
making map detail easy to read. With 
119MB of memory and a mini-USB port, 
users can quickly download and store 
map data from a variety of optional 
Garmin MapSource CD-ROMS. Its 
simple one-thumb keypad control literally 
puts its full GPS capability in the palm of 
your hand. 

Specifications: 

Unit dimensions: 6.9 
x 15.7 x 3.5 cm 
Weight: 200g 
Display size: 6. 7cm 
diagonally 
Display resolution: 
256-colour TFT (96 
model 4-level 
greyscale) 
Usable storage 
capaCity: 119MB (96 
model 23MB) 
Battery life : Up to 40 
hours, depending on 
backlight setting (96 
model up to 25 
hours): 2x AA 
batteries 

Garmin 96C WAAS capability 
Waterproof 

£2.99 
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Wind born 
£2 .00 (Vtde 

Champions of the Wave 
£21.9 (Vide ) 

A Fine Week of Soaring 
£29. 5 (Vide r DVD) 
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Up to 1000 
waypoints 
Up to 50 reversible 
routes with up to 250 
waypoints each 
Airspace proximity 
alarms 

Segelflug-Bildkalender 
Printed on coated art paper, 
measures 48 x 29cm 
£17 00 

Fotokalender-Segelfl iegen 
High quality, large size 64 x 
48cm, with protective cover. 
£19.50 

Glider Pilot's Logbook 
One of RD's range of logbooks is the BGA 
approved Glider Pilot's Logbook. Designed by 
glider pilots, the main body of the logbook 
allows for individual flight details to be 
recorded. 
Other features include sections to record 
particulars of licences and ratings held, 
certificates and qualifications obtained, clubs 
visited and gliders flown, grand totals and 
previous experience on gliders. 

Pnce Reduction, now only £6.95 




