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This 1-2-3 takes the 
2005 tally to nine 

British medals 



BGA Conference 2006 
followed by the Annual 

Awards Ceremony & Di ner 
Eastwood Ha I Conference Centre, ottingham 

Saturday 11 March 2006 

The new structure promises to be even more informative and entertaining. 

A full day of Seminars and keynote speakers. And it is FREE ! 

Stay on for the BGAAwards Ceremony and Dinner in the evening. 

Excellent accommodation available at reasonable rates. 

Full Leisure Facilities available to all. 

Lunch (pre-booking required)- £15.50 for a hot and cold 3 course 
buffet, or £5.50 for rolls/sandwiches. 

Unlimited tea/coffee/biscuits throughout the day for just £5. 

To pre-register, go to the BGA web page. 

For more information and to book your tickets, call the BGA Office on 0116 2531051 
or email bga@gliding.co.uk. You can also book online at www.gliding.co.uk 

For accommodation bookings, please contact Eastwood Hall directly. 
Tel: 01773 532532, Fax: 01773 532533. 

See also their web site:www.hayley-conf.co.uklpages/eastwood.html 

http:www.gliding.co.uk
mailto:bga@gliding.co.uk


The magazine of the 
British Gliding Association 

October - November 2005 
Volume 56 Number 5 

Editor: Helen Evans 
7 Ollney Road. Minchinhampton, 
Stroud, Gloucestershire. GL6 9BX 

Email: editor@sailplaneandgliding.co. uk 
Editorial tel: 01453 889580 

For the BGA office, please call 0116 253 1051 

Deadlines 

December 2005 - January 2006 
Articles, Lette rs , Club News October 11 
Display advertisements October 24 
Classifieds November 4 

February - March 2006 
Articles, Letters, Club News December 6 

December 19 
January 6, 2006 

Display advertisements 
Classifieds 

Publisher 
British Gliding Assoclatfon 

Kimberley House, Vaughan Way 

LEICESTER LE1 4SE 

tel: 0116 2531051 tax: 0116 251 5939 
www.gliding.co. uk 

email: bga@gliding.co.uk 

Advertising in S&G: Debbie Carr 
emait: debbie@glidmg.co. uk 

Subscribing to S&G: Beverley Russell 
email: beverley@gliding.co.uk 

!?.;) Bntia~ Gilding Association 2005 
All rlghL~ reserved VI ws expressed herein are not 
necessarily those of the Associlllion or the Editor 

S&G annual subscription: £22.50 in UK 
US $65 for airmail ; $45 for surface mail 

")'; am 
• w1n 

Tho• 1·2-3 ~ U. 
2G05 tllltwlo rune 
Btlu.h~ 

The British Standard Class Junior Team after winning 
three medals at the Junior Worlds. For more on the 
camp, see pp32-7 and the supplement in this S&G; 
for news of all team successes in 2005, see p31 

(photo: Mike Fox, staged by him and Robin May) 
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T-time for the DG-1000 

With the D l0001 , th 
German manLJfacturer DG 
has produced its first turbo. 
Jochen Ewald puts this 
through its paces 

Exploring the limits 

Roy Wilson is one of a group of 
pilots pushin ' the boundaries 
of wave flying in Scotland with 
some epic flights. He seeks to 
whet your appetite and offers 
tips if you'd like o join in 

How to teach soaring 

Instructor Jerry Pack sets out 
his personal manifesto on what 
training should be all about 
and looks at how the B A 
syllabus can be used to create 
pilots with cross-country skills 

Team win 

Brian Spreckley's introduction 
to the team 's performance in 
2005 kicks off our ten-page 
spec ial on the success of the 
British Gliding Tea m, which 
has included two Gold medals 

Directly facing fear 

Debb Evans reveals how in 
2005, after years of being a 
pre-solo pilot, she chose to 
confront her fear of fl y ing ­
and won 

Member of the 
Royal Aero Club 

and lhe 
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AS we went to press, Andy Davis and Mike Young 

were representing the UK at the first World Sailplane 

Grand Prix at Saint Auban in France. This is a new, 

media-friendly style of competition featuring a mass 

start and a first·past·the·post winner. Scoring is 

similar to motor racing's Formula 1. For the results 

see www.cnvv.ne/lwsgplenlaccueil-en.lltm. 

THE latest version of Section 3 of the FAI Sporting 

Code, including amendment list 6 and valid from 

October 1, is available from the FAI website both as 

a PDF (www.fai.org/gliding/systemlfiles?lile=sc3.pdf) 

and as a browsable version (www.fai. org/gliding/sc3). 

IT is with sadness that we report the deaths in August 

of Gillian Bryce-Smith, former editor of Sailplane & 

Gliding, and Frank lrving of Imperial College. A tribute 

to Gillian appears on p 10. An obituary for Frank by 

Afandi Darlington will appear in the next issue. 

THE Royal Aeronautical Society Light Aviation Group 

is hosting a free lecture by Pete Masson and Afandi 

Darling ton on Racing Gliders and Optimising 

Performance. Afandi , former lead engineer on the 

A380 high-speed wing design team and ex-member 

of the British Gliding Team , will cover the history of 

sailplane development over the last 70 years. Pete, 

2001 Club Class World Champion, will explain how 

sailplanes achieve long-distance cross-countries. 

The lecture is at 18.00hrs on Tuesday, October 25 at 

the Society's headquarters, 4 Hamilton Place, 

London. and prior registration is not necessary. 

SPORT England has developed seminars covering 

many areas of club management, development, 

funding and marketing. Details, venues and dates at 

www.sportengland.org/index/get_resources!develop­

ing_sport/c/ubslrunning_ sport.lltm. This section of 

their website is being continually developed so it is 

worth checking regularly for what else is available. 

VOLUNTEERS are the lifeblood of our spcrt and 

2005 is the Year of tile Volunteer. Sport England has 

produced a useful booklet to help clubs understand 

why and how they should recognise and reward their 

volunteers. You can download a copy from 

www.sportengland.org/ recognising_and_ reward­

ing_sports_unsung_ lleroesand_ lleroines.pdf 

THE Met Office has launched a new course to 

broaden and develop the glider pilot's knowledge of 

aviation weather. Designed for glider, l1ang glider and 

paraglider pilots of all levels of competency including 

those preparing for the met element of the BGA 

Bronze Badge , the course focuses on low-level route 

planning and safety. The cost of the course is 

£199+VAT. Scheduled dates are December 1-2 and 

March 2·3 at the Met Office College, Exeter. Off-site 

courses can also be arranged . More details: 

www.metoffice.gov.ukltraininglct_aviation_syltabus.IJ 

tml#met4g/iders 

THE applications deadline for the two Ted 

Lysakowski Memorial Trust awards in 2006- a place 

on a cross-country course and mountain fly ing train­

ing- is October 31. These are 2 stepping stone to a 

level of experience you might not otherwise achieve. 

Ask your CFI or email George_Metcalfe@uk.ibm.com 

From the Chief Executive 
The BGA's Chief Executive, Pete Stratten, looks back on a summer 
of British Team wins, updates us on some regulatory developments 
and explains how you can help make a difference to our sport 

DURING this 5ummer m<Jny of us have 
experienced the best of our sport, in one 
way or another. In July it wa~ gre<lt to see 

th<~t the 15-Metrc Class and O pen Class 
European Championships in Finland enjoyed 
some superb wea ther and allowed our team to 
come home with well-deserved Gold, Silver 
and Bronze meda ls. A month or so later <lnd 
this time in the UK, tean1 'B crui sed home in 
the Standard Clnss at the 4th FAI Junior World 
Champion<;hip with Gold, Silver and Bronze. 
You can read elsewhere in S&C (p31 onw;, rds) 
;,bout those and the wider tea m GB succ sses 
that refl ect the extremely high standard of 
cross-cou ntry pilot in the UK, the excellent 
tea m se lection and coach ing proc sses 
<md very importantly the high ly skilled and 
focu ssed effort by everyone invo lved in 
surporting the few who get to the podium. 

Every world champion sta rt as a club pi lot 
and, with that in mind, earlier this year four 
potentia l cross-country coaches from clubs 
across the UK attended a BGA coaching course 
in Spa in run by Brian 

benefit equation for our members. Signifi ca nt 
ettort has been spent working wi th the CAA 
to explore how exist ing processes ca n be 
developed to fit the significa ntly changed 
r gulatory environment - with mixed success. 
I say mixed b c<J use, for example, during 2006 
we wi ll hav to register the gliders n,1tionally 
that first flew in the UK after September 28, 
2003. The BGA is continuing to work very hard 
behind the scenes to influence regul atory 
outcomes and thereby acldre5s a number of 
threa ts to Ul< gliding and we wi ll continue to 
keep you informed of deve lopments through 
Jll our comm unicil tion channels. 

As we move forward into yet another long 
winter, I think it is important for all of us to 
reflect on what w hav individually and 
collectively lea rned from glid ing in 2005. 
Gliding is widely recognised <~S being in grea t 
shape in the UK at the moment and we must 
continue to exp loit our world standing 
to together face up to and influence 
the challenges from the European super-state 

and the inev itable 
Spre ·kley. The aim was 
to rl evelop a 
U K-based BGA cross­
country coach tra ining 
cou rse th ;Jt will in the 
longer term ass ist clubs 
who choose to offer 
clea r, structured path­

'If you think you've got 
something you can contribute 
at either club or national llevel, 
even for a short period of time, 

change within UK 
Covernment <1gencies. 
The two areas that 
we reJ II y need lo 
continue to focus on 
right now in all our 
<Ktiviti es are safety 
and exce ll ence. 

please don't be shy .. .' 

ways to cross-country rac ing success . 'vVe hope 
to bring you more information soon, but in the 
me<Jntime keep an ey out for the 2006 BGA 
coaching courses. 

We' re all very aware of the threat to any 
sport from stagnating membership. Of course 
everyone who turns up to try gliding shou ld be 
given a s.J fe, informed, structured and r ' WJrd­
ing sti'l rt if we have any chance of developing 
that spark of interest into a future pilot who 
stays with our sport and becomes successful in 
what is for many a lifelong activity. Taking into 
considerati on a number of factors influencing 
membership that have been raised by clubs in 
recent years, during 2006 the BCA wi ll be 
working with J handful of clubs to voluntar il y 
tri al an initi ative des igned to address the needs 
of pilots under train ing at all leve ls while i'l t the 
same time clarifying the respons ibilities of 
" licensed" glider pilots, who are very much 
and quite rightly doing their own thing. 

There have been developments on the 
regulatory front since my last column. You are 
probably aware that we have been temporarily 
exempt from the EU regu lation that wou ld 
require our glider certification processes to be 
aligned with EASA requirements, so that the 
BGA and the CAA can develop mutua lly work­
able solutions. The BGA view of a "workable 
so lution" is one that provides a sens ible cost-

However, as we go abou t our business at any 
level in gliding, it is reall y importan t th at weclu 
not lose sight of the filet that there are hundreds 
of volunteers working extremely hard at our 
clubs and on various working oroups to ensure 
that our sport and our clubs Me successfu l not 
just in anticipJ tion of the next good soaring 
clay but also tor thE. next genera tion of glider 
pilots. These volunteers ke p us in the air -
gliding as a sport \'vou ld quite liter;, lly not exist 
without them - but everyone needs a break 
eventua lly. So if you think you've got some­
thing you can contribute at either club or 
national level, even for a short period of time, 
please don't be shy. Your sport, your club and 
your fellow glider pilot need you. 

Pete Straiten, 

Chief Executive, 

British Gliding 

Association, 

August :11, 200S 

pete@gliding. co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 

mailto:te@glidin.~.co.uk
mailto:George_Metcalfe@uk.ibm.com
www.metoffice.govukltraininglcLaviation_syllabus.h
www.sportengland.orglrecognising_and_reward
www.sportengland.orglindexigeLresourcesldevelop
www.lai.org/glidinglsystemlliles?lile=sc3.pdfj
www.cnvv.netlwsgplenlaccueil-en.htm


Congratulations 
WELL DONE to the following pilots for winning 

BGA-rated gliding competitions this year: 

"Turbo" Regionals, Bidford: 

John Tanner/Rose Johnson, ASW 19bW, 5233 pts; 

Booker Regionals: 

Dave Watt. Ventus 2a, 1621 pts; 

18-Metre Nationals, Dunstable: 

Robin May, LS8-18, 5896 pts; 

Bicester (Windrushers) Regionals: 

Red Class: Chris Curtis. ASW 27b. 6476 pts: 

Green Class: John Roberts, 3089 pts: 

15-Metre Nationals, Honington : 
Steve Jones, Ventus 2, 2167 pts: 

Inter-Services Regionals, Honington: 

Open Class: John Gilbert , LS3 (15m). 1311 pts; 

Sport Class: Dave D'Arcy/Sarah Plait. LS4, 689pts: 

Northern Regionals, Sutton Bank: 

John Tanner, ASH 25. 1505 pts: 

Lasham Regionals: 

A Class: Alistair Nunn, LS6 18m, 1037 pts; 

B Class: Shaun Lapworth, Std Cirrus, 498 pts; 

Club Class Nationals, Lasham: 

Jay Rebbeck, Std Cirrus wl. 5342 pts; 

Open Class Nationals, Lasham: 

Peter Harvey. Nimbus 4 (E), 6244 pts; 

Eastern Regionals, Tibenham: 

Simon Barker, ASW 28. 3797 pts: 
Standard Class Nationals, Nympsfield: 

Andy Davis. Discus 2a; 

Dunstable Regionals: 

Blue Class: Jerry Pack, Astir CS. 4074 pts; 

Red Class: Robert King, ASW 27b. 4397 pts: 

Gransden Regionals: 

John Gilbert, LS3 (15m). 4787 pts; 

John Wttlon. ASW 20, 5038 pts: 

Junior Nationals, Bicester: 

Andy May. 4396 pts. 

Results for all competitions. including those too 
late in the summer seaso.n to include in this issue, 

and reports on rated nationals. where available, will 

feature as usual in the December-January issue of 

S&G. For results of those international competitions 

with official British Team entries. see the page cross­

references on p31 of this S& G. 

ANYONE Jssoci.1ted with gcner<J I aviation operations, 

writ<•> the CAA's David Cockhurn, is strongly encour­

aged to allend one ol the CJ\A's s.1lety evenings. Most 

<..HC free but it is usu,ltly clppre<:i.-11 \d if yo u k•t the 

organiser know yuu pldn lo Jl!C'nd. ThP <'vents ~t.drl at 

7.30 pm un!PSS otherw iS(' advertised . I he main .;;penker 

irom the Ge nf'r.-11 Avi.1tion De partmc.nl is normc1lly 

dccompdnied by .-1 guest, u5u(l //y irom ... mother CA 

deJJ.Iflment . Disc.us~ion ,Jnd qu<:'stions are encouragPd . 

The io llow ing progrJmme Cil n dlso be clC:C: !S~C:d ._Jt 

www.CCia. eo. uk/srg/t-:cneral_a~i~ltion and Jny ch;Jnge~ 
or .1ckiPrl event~ will app 'M there ,1s they .m? <~rra nged. 
Any nrgrmi~il tion w hich would like lo ho~l an evening 

should contact me at d.>vid.cod;hum@$~~-caa.co.uk 

Area/airfield Dale 

Seeth ing 29/9/0'i 

Sh<.'rlll!rn in Elmc' t 3/70/0S 

Glasgow f>/1 0/05 
Teesside 77/ 70/0.5 

Dunrle.<' 18/10/05 
Wick 19/ 70/05 

Old S,Hum 1/11/05 
Hen low 7/17/05 

Gloucestershire 8/ 11/0S 

Yeovilton 28/t 1/0S 

CJrdifi 2.9/ 11/05 
H avcrf<JrdwC'st J0/ 11/0S 

PetPrborough ihson ) / 11/05 

Southend 7/71/0S 

F<tiroab ll/ 1 2/05 
Reflr>rd {Cams ton) 12/72/0.5 

VVPII,..sbounw I J/12/05 

ElstrPe 12/1/()(i 

Tatenhill 2(,/1/llh 

Lclsham 7/2/06 

1'--Jollingharn Tollcrton <J/2/()(, 
//,1lton 27/1/06 

Humbersidt· 2/1/06 
M iddle w ,,l/op 20/3/0(> 

Fish burn 5/4/()6 

Win an Ozee Exeat flying suit 

THE Exeat flying suit impressed Ray Lambert (right) when he reviewed it for S&G, 

so we're pleased to team up with Ozee once again this year to give away one 

of these perennially-popular outfits to the first S&G reader whose name is drawn 

out of the hat on November 1. Two runners-up will receive a fleece balactava. 

To enter, just tell us (the answers are in this issue of S&Gj: 

a) How many kilometres did Ray Wilson fly in Scottish wave on June 23 this year? 

b) How many Gold medals has the British Gliding Team won this year? 

c) At which club did Debb Evans choose to do her Beginning Gliding course? 

Send your answers on a postcard to: 

Ozee Competition 2005, British Gliding Association. Kimberley House. 

Vaughan Way, Leicester LET 4SE to reach us no later than November 4 

Rules: One entry only per person. No purchase necessary. 

British Gliding Association and Ozee employees are ineligible to enter- sorry! 

October - November 2005 

BGA AGM and Conference 2006: please note that 

next year's British Gliding Association Annual 

General Meeting and Conference will be held 

on the weekend of March 11-12 at Eastwood Hall in 

Nottinghamshire. For more information. see the 

inside front cover of this issue of S&G. Meanwhile, 

the 2005 BGA Club Chairman's Conference will be 

on October 29 at Husbands Bosworth (see p12). 

FOLLOWING lengthy negotiations with the UK's 

Civil Aviation Authority (CAA), the BGA reports that 

during 2006 all EASA gliders (those imported into 
the UK after September 28. 2003) will have to be 

registered with the CAA and carry G-registration 

markings. At the time of writing. the BGA is still 

negotiating with the CAA about the registration of 

the pre-2003 glider fleet. The Association will be 

writing to owners shortly, once arrangements have 
been finalised. Watch the BGA newsletter and 

www.gliding.co.uk for updates. 

THE CAA has announced plans for a strategic review 

of general aviation in the UK to be carried out by a 

joint CANindustry/Government review team. The 

joint team will report by June 2006. 

IT is with sadness that we report the death. in an 

accident near Husbands Bosworth on August 9, 

of aviation r)hotographer Neit Stuart Lawson. This 

accident is under official investigation at the time of 

writing, and we will report further in due course. 

THE LBA has clarified the position for foreign licence 

holders wishing to fly in Germany, please see: 

www.lba.de!dokumentelnf/119951ii495e.pdf 

THE 13th report of the UK Airprox Board, covering 

statistics for all 2004 and findings on airproxes 

between July and December 2004. show that in 2004 

there were 207, of which a third were judge to be 

risk-bearing. Commercial air transport accounts for 

fewer than four in ten airproxes (www.caa.co.uk). 

THE BGA has produced a new brochure: Gliding - A 

Sport for All. Clubs may wish to use it when replying 

to membership enquiries, seeking funding and to 

help with community relations. You can view a PDF at 

www.gliding. eo. uklbgainfo/clubmanagement. Bulk 

copies may be obtained from the BGA. at 5p each. 

Have you sent back your application for a RAeS 

Centennial Fund Scholarship? Applications must be 

made to the BGA by September 30. This fund has 

again made available up to 40 scholarships to people 

aged 15 to 17. in full time education. who have not 

yet flown solo ( www.gliding. eo. ukljuniors) 

PLEASE note that owing to computer crashes this 

summer. some emails to the editorial offices of S&G 

have gone astray. Please feel free to re-send any 

material to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk - and 

please accept our apologies for any inconvenience. 

THE winner of the BGA 1000 Club Lottery for July 

2005 was A Birbeck (£34.25). with runners-up 
A Page and P Gresham (each £17.12). The August 

winner was NA Dean (£34.75). with runners-up 

GH Chamberlain and CE Wick (each £17.38). 
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We are now authorised 
distributors for the full range 
of MH Oxygen EDS and XCR 
systems. Visit our website to view 
the full range. 
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Microair 760 Radio 
This fantastic little 57 mm radio 
has recently be updated to version 
"N·· and is better than ever. 

(586.33 inc VAT 

RUBY-DRY Absorption 
Dehumidifier 
The Ruby Dry is ideal, ifs light 
and portable, eKtrernely quiet 
and easy-to-use. Advanced 
absorption ectmology reduces 
condensation even at low 
temperatur-es. 

Price£199.00 incVAT 

Gad ringer Seat Harness 
Replacement seat harness for 
most gliders in a full range of 
colours 
prices start at: 
£269.08 inc VAT 

The very best German precision 
Instruments. Vrsit our websrte to 
view the full range. 

eGYR0-2 
Electronic Horizon 
100% solid state primary flight 
display. Calor graphic isptay, 
has no moving parts and fr ts into 
standard 2 •;.-· instrument hole. 
Fully sunlight readable. 

(950.00 inc VAT 

GPS, POA Cable and 
Mount Specialists 
Visit our website to view 
the full range. 

and our Heritage is 

we have 15 years 
experience in all 
kinds of repair, 

simply call for advice. 

TEL. 01 452 741 463 
M. 07860 542028 

SALES!ilSVSP.CO.UK 

PASSAGE ROAD, ARLINGHAM 
GLOS, GL2 7 JR 

• • • • • • • • • • 
C P WEST Ltd 

Professional Re airs 
& Maintenance 

• 
Sailplanes & Gliders 

Self-Sustainers, Self-Launchers 
and PFA Permit types . 

• 
BGA M3 Authorised Maintenance 

German Qualified Composite 
Structures Inspector I Repairer 

• 
All Construction 1' es 

Wood - Metal - Composites 

• 
Controlled Environment Worksho 
and Refinishing Shop - the Key to 
Quality Composites and Finishes 

• 
01432 851886 
rogerhurley@gliderpilot.net 

• • • • • • • • • • 
Sailplane & Gliding 

mailto:rogerhurley@gliderpilot.net


fly the Vale of York 

• Brilliant site • Tarmac & grass runways • No airspace restrictions • 2 Pawnee tugs • 2 winches 
• 3 x 2 seat training gliders • 3 x single seat • Motor glider for faster glider training • Approved site for 
glider pilot NPPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces • Full time staff 7 day operation 
• 1-5 day courses available • Fixed price to solo £945.00 (winch & aerotow) 

Rufforth Airfield, York Tel: 01904 738694 www.yorkglidingcentre.co.uk 

York Gliding 
Centre 

Ozee Flying Suits 
Tried and tested throughout the UK and beyond the Ozcc fl)~ng suit has become an important part of the glider pilots winter wardrobe. 

Whether you arc gliding at 20,000 feet or part of the ground crew an Ozee suit will keep you warm and dry. 
Thermal lined to withstand freezing temperatures • Breathable ;U1d waterproof outer fabric 
Available in 8 sizes and made to measure service • Available in 3 styles and many colours 

Prices start from £95.00 inclusitJe of VAT and postage 
- Visit our web site @ www.ozee.co.uk -

For colour broclntTe contact 

Ozee Leisure 
RIO 497 London Road, Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex SSO 9LG. Tei/Fax: 01702 435735 

Established by prominent figures in British gliding, Joint 

Aviation is the leading, independent sailplane insurance 

agency in Europe. 

0044 (0)1420 88664 for general enquiries 

Joint Aviation has in-depth knowledge of gliding and 

gliding insurance as well as providing the personal 

contact that ensures every sailplane client receives the 

same high standards of services and competitive prices. 

October - November 2005 

Joint Aviation Services Ltd 
... Our task, your security 

0044 (0)1420 88706 
0044 (o)78o2 708670 
0044 (0)1420 542003 

Bernadette Pollard 
Terry Joint mobile 
Facsimile 

emaiJ: bernadette.pollard@jointaviation.co.uk 

Joint Aviation Services limited 
8 Old Aylesfield Buildings 
Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton 
Hants GU34 4BY 

www.joint.co.uk 

MEMBER 

General Insurance 
SlAHDAHOS COUHOl. 
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Your letters 
Turbos, self-launchers and badges 
I HAVE N W been involved in gliding for 
10 yea rs. My modest achievements ar to 
reach Silver in 11 months and hold two 
Diamonds (D iamond goa l and D iamond 
distance - a shamefull y easy 500km from 
Fuentcmil anos in SpLJi n). I also manLJged to 
landing in a field (whee l up) at the foot of 
the Dead Lady (Fuentemilanosinns w ill know 
the locLJ iity) shortly ,1fter releas nnd hav ing 
to endurt look ing up at the best sky I have 
ever ' n. The mitiga ti ng circumstances were 
events ou t oi sequence, c1 r.:1p idly increas ing 
workl oad compounde.cl by the N imbus 2C's 
being tanked up to the gunwales-- not 
beyoncl max all up weight, I might odd . 
On thi s day my friend and Yorkshire GC 
compatriot Derek T<Jy lor monJged something 
like 1 ,2'i0km . Diilmoncl height st ill eludes 
me, even fl ying from Sutton Bank. I am also 
one of the current full-rated instructors at the 
YGC. 

As an av id reader of S&C I arn surJJri sed 
there has not rea lly b en much dis ussion 
abou t the relative va lue of badges w hen 
undertaken in any ship with an iron thermal. 
P .rhclps thi s \Vas debated and cons igned 
to history b fore I commenced this noble 
acti vity. 

As can be seen in Fuentem il ;mos in recent 
yea rs natural progress sees the proport ion 
of turbos and SLMGs increas ing; indeed, 
during my last vis it in 2003, the rat io was 
approx imately 50:50 gliders wi th some form 
of motorised propulsion to that of pure 
gliders. Many of these motorgliders ori ginate 
in Germany ;llld wh,lt happens in Germany 
oppeJ rs to be imported into th e south of 
England and eventuall y percolates through 
the rest of the UK. There is now J smattering 
of motori sed gliders at the YGC and a look at 
the cross-country .J c hievement ~ of recent 
times shows some magnifi cent tasks flown 
both at home and in Spa in in these ships. 

I am totally in f;wour of this transit ion to 
the iron thermal as the advantages are enor­
mous in terms of cross-country trai ning, pro­
gression illlcl v<J iue for money. If and w hen 
the opr ortunity ari ses I would asrire to one 
of these motori sed vesse ls. 

However I do feel th at badge tasks of il ny 
disi<Jnce are signifi cantl y devalued when 
successfull y flown in <1 glider w ith a motor. 
lt is simply too easy to get back home. The 

Should /here be a 

system of separate 

badges for motorgliders? 

See Malcolm Winter 's 

argument ,Turbos. self­

launchers and badges, in 

the column on the left 

The photo, by Jochen 

Ewald, shows the new 

turbo DG- 1 000. For his 

review, see page 18 

psychologica l commitment of the team (pilot 
Jncl crew) is infi nitely on ~ nothe r level w hen 
attempting a badge task in a pure glider. Th is 
psycholog icn l commitment increases as the 
ta sk gets longer. 

To th is end is it worth in troducing a two­
tier badge system, w hereby the distance 
badge achieved in a pure glider is the "A" 
badge for that JJarti cular distance and the 
distJnce badge achieved in a glider w ith 
a motor is the " B" badge for that JJarticular 
distance! lt could be nrgued that badges 
a hi ved in countries w ith more re liable 
soa ring conditions are of less rei · tive worth 
thJn those achieved in the UK and I would 
suppmt th at view to some extent but recent 
UK cross-country achievements show that 
w here cloudhases are high and cond itions 
are consistentl y good, the distances achieved 
arc long. 

Adoption of this JJrinciple would also 
benefit the economy clue to the increase in 
sa les of insu lation tape to tape up the engine 
compartment doors and unfortunately it may 
also benefit the economy by incre<:1s ing the 
workload of the glider workshops. 

A well-executed field l<:1nding resulting in 
an uninjured JJilot illlcl dn undamaged glider 
is something all glider pilots should fee l 
JJI ased about. it's the very angry l;mdowner 
w ho was at the front of the queue w hen God 

gave out financial savvy and the bloody wa it 
for th crew that's the problem. 

See w h<1 t I mea n Ji· out commitment? 
Malcolm Winter, via email 

Junior Nationals 
O N behalf of the comm ilte and m ombers of 
the Norfolk Gliding Club, I thank Bicester 
most sincerely for hosti ng the 2005 National 
junior Gliding Competition. However, I am 
prompted to w rite as it seems there are 
misconceptions in the gliding world as to the 
events leading to the change of venue and 
NGC has been accused by some of " letting 
down the Jun iors". 

For 15 years Tibenham has successfull y 
hosted both Reg ion, I Jnd National gliding 
competiti ons. When asked by Ru sse ll 
Cheeth am last autumn if the club would host 
the juniors, the usua l COillJJetition organ ising 
team were reluctant to do so, for va rious 
reasons. However, there was a member w ho 
w<1s very keen that the juniors came to 
Tibenham. The committee approached this 
member and indicnted that if he was 
prepa red to orga nise the Juniors, the club 
was prepared to host the event; there was 
a proviso th at th cl ub should suffer no 
finLlnci<ll loss thereby. He agreed to thi s. 

The club it self took no further part in the 
organ isa tion and we were aware that the 
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THE GLIDER PILOTS PLAYGROUND 
Winter Flying. Flying stays good during the winter at Talgarth, come and play with us in 
the wave. 

Why not use the winter months productively this year? Keep the training going, get that 
Bronze certificate or Silver leg or just stay current. 

Talgarth has something for all skill levels; beginners can sit on the ridge or in the wave 
and practice until the exercise is right, trainee instructors can practice patter. 

Why not treat yourself to some formal ridge soaring training , below the tops! GPS let 
downs? Aerobatics? Or simply get yourself solo? What would you like to do? 

For more details:- Visit our web site~ E mail (Preferred)~ Telephone 01874 711463 

Sailplane & Gliding 



member was bringing in help from outside 
the club although there w ere cluh members 
prepared to help. 

f\t the beginning of May, Bonnie Wade 
received a telephone from Russell Cheetham. 
He had been infc)rmecl that our memb >r (who 
h<Jd not renewed his NGC membersh ip) no 
longer felt ilble to direct the junio rs. He asked 
if that put us in a difficult position. If it did, 
he sa id, although he had not yet approached 
them, he felt fairly sure th at Bicester would 
be quite keen to run it. Bonnie said she 
would put this to the committee , who w ere 
meeting in three day~ time. 

Two clays lil ter, I rece ived iln emilil from 
the ex-member saying he did not feel able to 
direct the competition but w ould support 
whoever took it over. The club committee felt 
that at th at I te stage it would be very difiicult 
to organise as several key people had already 
made other arrangements for the week dnd 
if there w as another option , that should be 
t<1ken. 

Bonnie phoned Ru sse ll and sa id th <J t if 
Bi cester were happy to do it we would prefer 
that option but th at if not, we would honour 
the obligation . lub Vice-Chairman Phil 
Burton in fact got a team together in case of 
need and as we l1<1d heard nothing, notified 
the BGA that we could run the juniors if 
required. 

f\ few days later we heard th at Bi ces ter w as 
definitely hosting the Juniors. 

I trust this puts the record straight. 
Roy Woodhouse, Norfolk GC 

National Gliding Week 
IS gliding membership still declining? lt would 
appear not, at least not within the UK. 

In fact 80-odd clubs must be so busy and 
inundated with would-be members 
clamouring at the hanger doors that they 
couldn't find time to support the Nati onal 
Gliding Week nor li st their events on the 
dedicated website. 

An exc llent orportunity missed till next 
year, unless of course it's too la te . 
Phil Punt, Bowland Forest GC 

Safer clubs 
I READ Pete Str<lttt n's article, Wha t makes 
clubs safer? in the June-July issue (p22) with 
great interest, having been a Service club CFI 
as well as ::1 c ivili an club CFI. 

One thing he did 1101 stress was the number 
of instructors available. One RAF club with 
some 70 members, una non-so::1 rable winter's 
day, had four pre-solo students on site. 
Twelve full rated instructors turned up as 
well as some assistant instructors. ;\fter· 
12 launches each the students went on strike 
and refused to fly! At my present c ivili an 
club, of about th e s, m size, we have a CF I, 
tWl) ass istant-rat d instructors (both very expe­
ri enced) and two Basic Instructors (Service­
trained). r\Jormally there is only one instructor 
on site and when he is airborne there is no­
one to monitor the solo pilots or to give 
advice. Most of th e smaller cl ubs I have visit­
ed seem to have the same problem. 

Instructor provi sion Ciln be J nightmare. 
This is not an affluent Jrea and the idea of 
paying th £1 ,000-plus and have time aw ay 
to become an instructor is not greeted with 
acclaim by the keeper of the family purse. 
In the Services time off is given as thi s is 
adventure training, and th , cost will be the 
cost of the flights <J t very reasonable pri c s. 

Please will the BGA urgently look at 
instructor provision as this will shortly be the 
biggest stumbling block to keeping our cl ubs 
run ning, sa fely or otherwi se. 
Peter Williams, BIDEFORD, North Devon 

I'm (not) a lumberjack and I'm OK 
CONGRATULATIONS to Basil Fairston for his 
explanation of how to make sure of a badge 
or record claim 1 (June-July 2005, p48). 
He has covered the sa lient points of badge 
and reco rd winning very well. He does use 
one term, however, that does not app 'il r 

Please send fellers (marked ·for publication") to 

the editor at editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk or 

the address on p3, including your full contact 

details. Deadline for the next issue is October 11 

anywhere in the Sporting Code. Search as you 
will , the word "logger" is not there, yet this 
term is used many times in the article. The 
fact is, that when writing the Sporting Code it 
has to be remembered that it will inevitably 
end up being translated into many other 
languages, not always by i.l fluent reJcler of 
English. A question Jrises: "This "logger," why 
do you need a lumberj ack in the cockpit?" 
Inevitably, there is no Jnswer to thi s conun­
drum, so the term "Flight Recorder" was pro­
duced to give a more understandable name to 
one of the most useful and Jccurate means of 
verifying a flight performance yet invented. 

Those who underst<l nd what is meant hy 
Basil's "logger" are rnore th an welcome to use 
it, but w atch out for the s<Jwclust! 
Ross Macintyre, CHAIRMAN, 
IGC Sporting Code Committee 

Reaching new heights 
I WAS interested to note that Max Kirschner 
believes airspace infringements are only an 
issue for Gold claims and above (August­
September 2005 , Getting badge cla ims right, 
p8). What about Silver distJnc:e or durJtion , or 
indeed, any height claim? In each of these 
cases it would be possible to ent r controll ed 
airspace. However, if such flights were 
submitted barograph only, the cl aim would be 
accepted, whereas the same flight submitted 
using log·ger evidence would, presumably, be 
rejected. There are many clubs in the UK 
where it is impossible to do even a Silver 
height directly above site. Since the gliding 
movement has decided airspace infringements 
are an issue, then the consequences should be 
clpplied equally Jcross the board. ;\lso, the 
practice of routinely carrying a GPS/ Iogger in 
all cl ub gliders has potential benefits beyond 
the mere verifica tion of badge cl aims. I have 
lost count of the times I have left a local th •r­
mal to avoid climbin g into Jirspac whilst 
watching a club two-sea ter hundreds of feet 
above carry on with impunity. If J pilot has 
not developed a responsible attitude before 
their Gold Badge it may be too late. 
Derek Staff, ISLEWORTH, Middlesex 

CLEVER BOX VARIO SYSTEM 
* See our website www.cairaviation.co.uk for details of this 

new exciting variometer system from the same stable as 
the ubiquitous XK10 Vario System 

. 

from Gir d ~ 
' 

X.K 10 "CLUB" VARIOMETER ClEVER BOX VARIO 
Aviation Ltd~ 

"You can bank on us" I . 

£269 £299 
+ New Instruments: PZL Expanded Scale ASI 's. 1.5 Turns 0·140kts £149, PZL Zero Reset Varios, Flask and Ring, 80mm or 57 mm £219, Lunik Mini T /S £229, American Mini 12v T /S £229, Sensihve 

Altimelers £149·£153, PZLAitimeler £109, Mini Accelerometer £159, CM24 Bullet Pedestol Compass £49, LC3 Ponel Compass £49, Vertical Cord Compass £139 + Surplus Tested Instruments: Horizons 
with new Solid Slate lnverler, Ferronti Mk6 £329, Mk 14 [Coloured Disployl £399, Mk31 (Coloured Display and Integral Slip Boil) £499, Mk32[Coloured Display No Slip Boil) £459, 57 mm T /S Glide Role 12v 

£229, 80mm Glider role T/ S £114, Smiths Mk20 80mm Altimeter 6 O'clock Knob, £114, Mini Accelerometers £99 + Radios: Delcom 9(JJ Panel Mount £249, Hand Held £216.90, ICOM A3E £276, Glider Battery 
Charger £19.90, New Horizon Inverters 115v 400hz I 2'1 DC -24v DC, £119 + BGA Approved "Ottfur" Releases: Original New "Ottfurs'' £199, Latest "Ottfur" allernative release for modern gliders- Aerotow 

ON400 series £179, C of G ONXfJ series £219. Exchange OM series £119, ON series £99, Spring Kits available all series. New "Ottfur Gold" Launch Safely Weak link Corrier £9.50. 

(AIR Aviation Ltd, Steephill House, Felcot Road, Furnace Wood, Felbridge, West Sussex RH19 2PX Tel: 01342 712684 Fax: 01342 717082 
e-mail: colin@cairaviation.co.uk www.cairaviation.co.uk 
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TRIBUTES 

We pay tribute to two 
people whose contribution 
to S&G and to gliding 
will long be remembered 

TUESDAY, August 9, 2005 was a sad day 
for gliding in genera l and for Sailplane 
& Gliding in p<Jrticular. In the morning, 

former ed itor Gillian Bryc -Smith died- after 
calmly coping with cancer for nearly a year. 
That afternoon came the death, in an 
accident near Husbands Bosworth , of 
aviation photographer Nei l Lawson. 

If you're a re0 ular reader you'll al ready 
appreciate what thes two people, in their 
different ways and at diff<-!r .nt times, • ve 
to S&C and to the gliding movement. 
Neil's business, th e white planes picture eo. 
-which did so much ro promote the beauty 
of flight to the wider world -supplied 25 
of S&C's last 35 cover shots and I have lost 
count of the readers who offered unso licited 
praise of his photos (we hope to run a 
pictorial tribute to him in a future issue). 
Neil's passion for flying and his talen t for 
photography combined to create a co llection 
of memorable images that ·tand as his 
legacy to the sport we love. But those of us 
privileged to have known him w ill always 
remember the person, too: his sense of fun, 
his creativity, nd his en iab le ability to 
make friends. The milny condolences at 
www.whiteplanes.com be<:1r witness to that. 

If brilliant pictures are what Neil leaves 
behind, then more than 150 issues of S&C 
are Gillian's enduring gift to gliding. Her 
success not only in tmning out great issues 
time alter time but ,1 lso in redeveloping the 
magazine- even after a quar·ter of a century 
of doing so- baffles belief. I just don 't know 
how she did it. it is Gillian's hard work over 
so long that underlies S&C's success today: 
the international goodwill and repuration 
she c:reated attracting the best contributors. 
And her help and support, so generously 
given over the past six years, were invaluable 
to m •: without vcr imposin • h r vi ws, she 
was always at the end of the phone, patientl y 
listen ing to my trials and tribulations, cheering 
me up and off ring the soundest of advice. 
As a consummate professional and a spec ial 
person, her contribution to the worldwide 
gliding movement is immeasurable. 

The loss of Gillian and Neil leave us all 
the poorer. However, <J s well as tributes, I 
have received many offers of ass istance and I 
would like to thank everyone, including 
writers and photographers, who has helped 
m to produce thi s S&C to tight deadline 
and in difficult circumstances. S&C will of 
course continue to IJUblish the very best 
material that gliding has to oifer, for none of 
us, w h n all is said and done, can be 
considered indispensable. Some people, 
though, are irreplaceJble: in August, we lost 
two such people, and we will miss them. 

Helen Evans, Editor 
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Gillian Bryce-Smith 
Editor, S&G, 1973-1998 

WITH the death of Gillian Bryce-Smith 
on August , Briti sh gliding lost one 
of its most influential figures. Never 

one to seek the limelight, and not herself 
a pilot, by editing Sailplane & Gliding 
throughout J quarter of a century of change 
she ·hronicled a revolution in glider design 
and performance with flair and accur<Jcy. 
Her S&C was not only a mirror of progress, 
but J lively marketpl ace fo r ideas and 
innovation as well. Deft and diplomatic 
with authors, firm with prin ters (and no 
doubt the BGA), Gill kept up th e relentless 
bimonthly production cycle for no fewer 
than 152 consecutive issues . 

Gillian Maltby (1935- 2005) was born 
and bred in Cambridge. Straight out of 
Ca mbridgeshire High School for Girls she 
joined the Cambridge Daily Ne ws as a 
trainee reporter, and succe · ded so well that 
after three years she was promoted to the 
position of Women's Editor. In 1962 she 
married Bryce Smith (soon to adopt the 
surn<Jm Bryce-Smith), ex-RAF pilot and a 
mainstay f the C<Jmbridge University 
Gliding Club ever si nce, and entered the 
world of gliding. In th e August 2000 S&C 
Gill remini sced about how she le<J rnt so 
mu ch about th at world though hers If unab le 
to fly be ause of airsickness. 

Retrely can anyone have b en so utterly at 
the right place, <Jt the right time, and with 
the right quCJiifications, as was Gill when the 
edilorship of S&C fell vacant. George Locke 
had succeeded the legendary Doe Slater in 
April 1971 , and when, as a member ot the 
S&C committee that ex isted in those days, 
I casually mentioned thi s to Gill she sa id that 
if she had known about t:he v, ca ncy she 
would have liked to have applied . That other 
gliding legend, Philip Will s, handed over the 
chai rmanship to me in June 1972, and with­
in a few months George had indi ·a ted hi s 
w ish to mov on. I produced my ca ndidate 
to the commit! ·, and the rest is history. 

In those days the committee met for every 
issue. We hose the cover picture, agonised 
over the cost of colour, fretted over th 
circul ation figures and the accounts, 
appointed advertising agents, sacked print­
ers, and cheered up the editor as best we 
could. lt is a measure of the magnitude of 
Gill 's achievement and the back-up from the 
BGA office that slowly but surely the w hole 
operation became so smooth that the 
committee was able to retire racefull y into 
the shadows, the hairma n'~ job reduced 
to th at of defending his Editor aga inst 
aggrieved or disappointed contributor~, or to 
adjudica ting really contentious issues like 
whether to Wl"ite '3g' or '3 G' and how to 
spell 'bungey'. 

The biggest change to the magJzine came 

after Gill's first five issues. Not without some 
reg rel~, the comm ittee agreed to the nlargcd 
formal with \vhich we are now all so familiar. 
Progress then became relent! ' SS. The larger 
size allowed Gill the freedom to deve lop the 
magazine from its old friendly, hut frankly 
amateur, appearance to a highly professional 
publi c<J tion 1 rinted to exacting co lour 
standards. The whole operati on went from 
strength to strength during Gill's reign, as the 
treasurer of th e BCA could testify. 

Gill worked from her Cambridge home, 
with Bryce on hand to adv ise, Doe Slater not 
fm away across town and her chairman a 
few mil es further on. Doe and Rika Harwood 
were described as 'Consultant Editors', 
but Rika was more like an Assistant Editor 
and Gill, in her August 2000 artic le, was 
generous in acknowledging her help, not 
only in preserving continuity but also w ith 
the hard grind of proof-read ing. Besides, 
she knew everybody. 

Gill's editorship span ned great changes 
in the gliding world, bu t of cours also 
encompassed the introduction o th e 
computer, to which she quickly adapted her 
work. it was th erefore no surpri se to find her 
in 'retirement' editing an international online 
magetzine - www.glidingmagazine.com ­
having for a while edited the joint 
British-American Mutorgliding International. 

In 1997 The Royal Aero Club honoured 
Gill with its Silver Medal in recognition of 
her contributions to gliding journalism, 
and ea rlier thi s year the FAI awarded her the 
Pirat Gehriger Diploma 'for eminent serv ices 
to international gliding', a fitting reminder 
that under her guidance S8!G spread its 
wings far and wide. She was an honorary 
member of the C<~mbridge Gliding Club. 

In her illness Gill was borne up by her 
strong faith and her devoted family. Both 
ch ildren, Robert and Suzanne, chose av intion 
c<J reers and are air·line pilots, vvith Robert 
carrying on the gliding tradition as well. 

When she retired Gill wrote me a thank­
you letter "for suggesting that I might make 
an edit r for S&C". "it h<Js heen J fJ sc inating 
cxper ien ·e," she wrote. "But I feel the gentle 
days of gliding are being replaced by a more 
competiti ve, even aggressive, attitude, 
which is such a pity". 

Uncompetitive, never aggressive, and 
et lways g ' ntle, Gill timed her 25-year 
vocation to perfection. 

Anthony Edwards 

Sec:• .tl so Pl•llypus, pl7 . The Piral Gt:hri).;t'r Diploma 

cita tion can be fowHl i11 ww~v.l:ll· . o r,r;(t.; lidinf!lmeel inRS 

A11 dpprupriate m~mori(tlto .Jillidn i~ hcing pl.:mnecl and 

we will provide you with mon_. d e.tail ~ in due course 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Gi/lian, left, was notoriously 

camera-shy but her work 

speaks for itself. Under her 

25-year editorship S&G was 

transformed from a pocket­
sized and rather amateur 

publication into a glossy, 

professional magazine 

Gillian was a long term family friend of my parents and 

my own family. Always interested, always questioning ... 

and always there. Ever since I can remember "Bryce 

and Gill" have been on the scene. During the planning 
period for the acquisition and move to Gransden she 

was quietly supportive. put up with lengthy meetings 

in her living room, and allowed the exercise to take 

over Bryce 's life for some years while the airfield 

materialised. Gransden's success is due undoubtedly 

to that groundwork she encouraged. Friendships like 

this come rarely, and hers was especially highly valued 

- Andrew Hulme, former Chairman, Cambridge GC 

No publisher could have wished tor a more skilled, 

enthusiastic and totally reliable words person. 

Gillian got on so very well with her contributors and 

her BGA colleagues, and that helped enormously 

to make S&G such a successful publication 

for all the years she was in the editor's chair 

- Roger Barrett, past BGA Chairman 

A lady, persistent but always polite in her unflagging 

efforts to extract material from contributors for her 

beloved magazine. Gill never hesitated to seek advice 

and was always most generous in her praise of 

others. I don 't believe we had a single disagreement 

in about 25 years of working closely together. 

whilst we shared much humour and friendship 

- Barry Rolfe, former BGA Secretary 

I produced several hundreds of cartoons for Gillian's 

use over some 25 years. She never failed to send 

a charming, complimentary thank-you note by return. 

We enjoyed many long phone calls discussing children, 

holidays and occasionally artwork and gliding 

- Peter Fuller, cartoonist 

We found Gillian delightful to write for and enormously 

encouraging, appreciative of even the smallest pieces. 

We always enjoyed receiving her little thank-you 

notes in her neat. instantly recognisable handwriting 

- Diana and Phi! King, contributors 

it was Gillian who. in some ancient, moss-covered time 

past. persuaded me to start doing illustrations for S&G. 

Looking at an early one I can see subsequently things 

improved. I admired her confidence in my ability to 

make good, eventually. Gillian quietly shepherdec 

people round to what was practical. I shall miss her 

good advice ("try to write more like they do in The Sun" 

wasn't quite the invitation to a lull-frontal lobotomy that 
it seemed then, just a nudge to use shorter words!). 

I shall miss the conversations and the laughter. but 

in particular, her encouragement not merely of me, 

but of other nervous participants in this rough life 

- Sieve Longtand, illustrator 
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MAYBE once in a lifetime someone 
comes along who really changes the 
way you look at the world. Neil did, 

and to say his enthusiJsm and dedication to 
his work were infectious is an understatement. 

As boy, Nei l (1963-2005) visited airshows 
around the country with his parents, jean 
and Michael. He had always had c1 passion 
for flying, and an incredi91e knowledge of it 
-able to win any aviation quiz. In the early 
1980s he played bass guitar in a rock band, 
Colenso Parade. On the verge of making it 
big (having done Radio 1 se sions for janice 
Long). the band turned down a lucrative 
record deal: the constra ints it woulrl have 
placed on Neil's artistic ideas dissuaded him. 

Although never an academic, Neil went 
to art school and studied photography. After 
a few years of assisting on photographic 
shoots, Neil met Grant Smith, who, on a job 
in southern Wales, suggested they pop in 
to Talgarth for a glider flight. Never able to 
afford power flying, eil leapt at the chance. 
This was a turning point- he found he -ould 
afford to fly, and was soon a member at 
Lasham (Tony Challans says: " He was the 
most surprised pilot I have ever sent solo"). 

1t wasn't long before Neil began linking his 
two passions and the white planes picture CCJ 

was formed. In 1999, when asked by fledgling 
ed itor Helen vans if I felt S&C could be 
improved, my only omment was: "you need 
to use this guy's photos" . S&C never looked 
the same ag<:~ in. His photography is probably 
how most people will remember him and his 
aim from the very beginning was to promote 
gliding in its best light and bring it to a wider 
audience. Without a doubt, he achieved that. 
You could always tell a whiteplanes image. 
And thou h a favourite catchphrase was: 
" Plea e do not ask for 'fre ' images. Picture 
credits do not pay the mortgage," in reality 
he always did all he could to help others, 
especially young pilots i.lnd the British Team. 

Neil was a huge influence on my life and a 
great companion in good times and bacl, 
in fun and occc ional moments of misch ief. 
" Life's not a dress rehearsal", he would say, 
and <:!lthough his life was tragically short, 
I'm pretty sure he'll be happy he didn't waste 
a single moment. Whenever th sun shone he 
was there with his camera and his orange 
tops, looking for the shot, waiting for the light. 
That's the image that will stick in my mind. 

We are all very lucky to have known him, 
and more so to be left with so much of his 
wonderful work to remember him by. But 
he will be sorely missed by his many gliding 
friends worldwide and by the family he loved. 
He leaves 1V\ichael and Jean, and his girlfriend 
Jane: my deepest sympathies go to them. 

Pete Masson 

2001 

Neif's portrait 

of his friend 

Pete Masson 

after the latter 

won the Club 

Class Worlds 
in Australia 

2003 

One ofNeil's 

classic signature 

shots - of the 

"white planes" 

whose beauty 

he translated for 

the wider world 

2005 

Neil's contribution 

to the last S&G: 

not just another 

excellent cover 
picture - inside 

were portraits 

of 42 leading 

glider pilots from 

his impressive 

photo library 
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~ Development News 

Chance for clubs to meet 
Diana King gives news from the 
BGA development committee -
including an important diary date 

T
HE ANNUAL BGA Club Chairmen's 

onference will be at Husbands 
Bosworlh on Saturday, October 29, 

200S. The d<Jy will offer the usual mix of 
briefings on current national and international 
developments, discussions, workshop sessions 
and of course plenty of opportun ity for sharing 
ideas and comparing notes with chairmen 
from other clubs. Topics in the provisional 
programme include updates on developments 
in Europe and on the BGA Safety Initiative; 
reports on the development of new 'p lasma' 
rope for winch launches, to replilce steel 
cable; a session on the management of very 
serious incidents or major accidents and a 
discussion on ways to mak your volunteers 
feel appreciated and able to make a valuable 
contribution without becoming burnt out. 

\Ne wil l also be repeating last year's exper­
iment of good practice briefings from indi­
vidua l clubs- if you have tried something 
new and would like to tell others about it, 
please do let us know. 

Full details of the conference will be 
circulated to c lub chairmen shortly, but 
please get the date in your diary now! 

Want to reduce your VAT bill? 
Sports clubs pay out vast sums in irrecover­
able VAT eae::h year. The National Council 
for Voluntary O rg<misations (NCVO) has just 
published the updated edition of their user­
friendly gu ide on how to reduce your club's 
VAT liabi lity wh ilst staying within the law. 
The publication inc ludes VAT basics, a Q&A 
section and a handy registra tion checklist. 
Copi s, price £10, arc ava ilable from Central 
Books, telephone 0845 458 9910 or email 
pub!icationsorders@ncvo-vol. org. uk 

When is a volunteer not a volunteer? 
Answer - when HM Revenue and Customs 
says so. it is possible to be caught out by the 
Minimum Wage legislation and find that you 
should be paying the min imum wage to peo­
ple you thought of as volunteers. Voluntary 
workers are defined in the National 
Minimum W ge Act 1998, as workers 

rnployed by a charity or a voluntary organi­
sation. Registered Community Amateur 
Sports Clubs w ill be treated as charities for 
these purposes. HM Revenue ;,nd ustoms 
have agreed not to initiate investigations on 
Volunteers/ Sports Clubs for minimum wage 
compliance- but they will look into cases 
where someone complains that they should 
have been paid the minimum wage. 

Volunteers do not qualify for min imum 
wage as long as: 
- no payments are made to the volunteer 
except actual expenses or a fair and reason-
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able estimate of out of pocket expenses. 
(Records hould be k pt of all expens pa id); 
- the worker 1·eceives no benefits in kind, 
except for the provision of uniforms, 
reasonable subsistence (food and drink) 
or accommodation. 

Provision of uniform: officia ls at sporting 
even ts ca n be provide.cl with cloth ing to 
distinguish them from comp titors and the 
public and such clothing will not· be treated 
as a non-cash benefit for minimum wage 
purpos s. The item hils to he reasonab le and 
should be n ce. ary to perform duties. If the 
item can be retained, it has to be a gift, i.e. 
they're not entitled to receive it, nlthough 
they might expect it. 

Free food/dr ink: a free basic meal or drink 
can be provided as reasonable subsistence. 

A. reasonable honorarium may be mode, 
although there shou ld not be any ntitlement 
to the sum received. However, HMRC 
reserve the right to take enforcement action 
where they believe workers are being 
exploi ted e.g. where benefits-in-kind are 
being offered in_te, d of proper wag s. 
Workers also have the right to tak their case 
to an Employment Tribunal. 

Paid/voluntary work: A profossional, such as 
an instructor, can do additiona l volunt ry 
work and this wil l not be ·onsidered as 
unpaid overtim , provided no payment is 
received forth voluntary work, other than 
legit imate expense ·. However, the voluntary 
work must not he simply an extension of the 
employee's contractua l work. There must be 
no obligation for the professionJI to volun­
teer and he must not suffer any detriment to 
his employment if he does not. The profes-
, ional contract and wages paid must not be 
on an assumption of additional voluntary time 
being worked. The professional is not under 
the club's direction during any voluntary peri­
od to a greater extent than other volunteers. 
Office holders, such as club secretaries/treas­
urers, are empl from the minimum wage. 
But if office holders are working with bot·h 
the pectat ion of and an enlillement to an 
honorarium, they may be brought within the 
scope of the minimum wage. 

Licensing - last orders! 
If your club sells alcohol, provid s public 
entertainment, such as live music, or sells 
hot food or drink after 11 pm, you must 
apply for a new licence or certificate, if you 
have not already done so. This is the ase 
even if you hold an ex isting licen , or your 
I icence is not yet up for renewa l, or you do 
not currently need J I icence. You must have 
your new licence in tim for November 24, 
2005, when <JII ex isting licenc s xpire. 
The August 6 deadline for preserving your 
ex isting I icence conditions has now passed 
and you must apply for a n ' w licence \. . 
if you want to continue trading. ~ 

Clubs at the 2004 Chairmen's Conference were: 
Bath, Wills & North Dorset; Black Mountains; Booker; 

Bristol & Gloucestershire; Buckminster; Bum; 
Cambridge; Cotswold; Dartmoor; Derby & Lanes: 

Dorset; Dukeries; East Sussex: Essex: Essex & 

Suffolk; Kent; Lasham; Lincolnshire: London: 

Midland; Needwood Forest: Nene Valley; Newark & 
Notts; Norfolk: Oxford; Peterborough & Spalding: 

Portsmouth Naval: RAFGSA: Rattlesden: Sackvil/e: 

Scottish: Shalboume: Shenington; Shropshire: 
Southdown; Staffordshire: Stratford; Surrey Hills; 
The Soaring Centre: Trent Valley; Upward Bound: 
We/land: Windrushers; Wolds; York and Yorkshire. 

Will your club be represented there in 2005? 

• 
LARGE 
RANGE 

OF SHAPES 
AND SIZES 
AVAILABLE 

• 
EX-STOCK 

• 
Bob Reece 

REMATIC 
School House 

Norton 
Nr Worcester WRS 2PT 

Tei/Fax W orcester 
(01905) 821334 

Mobile Tel: 
0771 4801196 

Sailplane & Gliding 



il avionics Ltd 
UK Distributor for: 

LX Navigation www.lxnavigation.si 

UK Distributor for: 

www.lxavionics.co.uk Filser Electronic GmbH www.filser.de 

FROM SLOVENIA, THE LX NAVIGATION RANGE 
www.lxaviooics.co.uk or www.lxnayigation.si for more information 

LX 7007 Pro IGC 
All you need for top gliding performance 
NEW processor technology; much faster com­
puting and display update 
Three separate com ports; no data collision any 
more 
User configurable com. Port 
Integral GPS; IGC approved integral flight recorder 
NMEA output and power for PDA 
Numerous options; remote control, two seater, secondary vario indicators, 
GSM modem, Flarm. Full AAT capability 
All plug and play One 57 mm and one 80 mm panel hole 
LX 7007 Pro IGC £2,535.32 excl VA~ 
£2,979.00 incl VAT 
Still available: 
LX 7000 Pro IGC £1,999.00 excl VA~ 
£2,348.82 incl VAT (New lower price for 2006) 

UPGRADE LX 7000 Pro IGC to LX 7007 Pro IGC 
(Firmware and Hardware) available after Nov 2005 

LX 1600 

LX 7000/Cambridge 302 
The functionality of a PDA in a panel mount 
All the features of the LX 7000 but 
interfaced to Cambridge 302 
One 80 mm panel hole 
( in addition to CA/ 302) 
£1,020.00 excl VA~ 
£1,198.50 incl VAT 

Competition capability in a single 57mm panel 
hole' 
Full competition capability when connected to a 
PDA 
Operating Fly with CE, SeeU Mobile or Win Pilol 
beta 
External GPS required (Colibri is ideal) 
Plug and play with PDA (no separate adapter) 
One 57 mm panel hole only 
PDA not included 
£850.00 excl VA~ £998.75 incl VAT 

LX 7000 Basic with GPS A lower cost 
option 
Most but not all the features of the LX 7000 but with­
out an integral IGC approved flight recorder. One 
57mm and one 80mm panel hole 
LX 7000 Basic with GPS 
£1,531.00 excl VAT; £1,798.92 incl VAT 

'i ~ .. 

LX-Nav 
Instant plug and p lay replacement for 
Cambridge L -Nav 
Plugs into existing L-Nav wiring 
Uses existing L-Nav vario (new meters available) 
Huge increase in capability compared to L-Nav 
600 TP database, Euro Airfield Database 
Based on LX 5000 version 6 
External GPS required 
One 80 mm panel hole (in addition to CA/ 
mechanical meter) 
£1 ,187.24 excl VAT; £1,395.00 incl VAT 

LX 160Si version 3.04 

.. liP' - • • • '~ 
I ~ •-• • • .-• .. '. . . ~. 

' - ,_.- I 

The system for novice through to pundit 
Highly configurable vario/speed to fly system 
External GPS required (Colibri is ideal) 
Plug and play with PDA (no adapter needed) 
Two 57 mm panel holes 
£765.50 excl VA~ £998. 75 incl VAT 

LX 16 Club 
Audio vario and more 
Audio Vario with averager 
Flight time indicator 
One 57 mm panel hole 
£288.51 excl VAT 
£339.00 incl VAT 

Colibri 
Smallest Flight Recorder on the market 
Now with USB port 
600 TPs database 
Approx 4000 airfield database 
£506.38 excl VA~ £594.99 incl VAT 

FROM GERMANY; THE FILSER GMBH RANGE (a selection} 
www.lxavionics.co.uk or Wl!!O!!I' .... filser.de for more information 

Transceivers 
ATR 500 
£628.94 exc1 VA~ £739.00 incl VAT 
ATR 600 
£849.00 excl VA~ £997.57 incl VAT 

Transponders 
TRT 600 £1,531 .07 excl VA~ 
£1799.00 incl VAT 
TRT BOO £1,690.00 exc1 VA~ 
£2, 149.00 incl VAT 

Package Prices: Transceiver plus Transponder available; call 07850 950349 
From: Germany; the Winter GmbH range 

The complete range of Winter instruments is now available 
Other Products: Glider towing-out kit, chargers (incl 14 volt), iPAQ Mounts, etc etc. 

Emergency Locator Transmitter 
ELT 2 from: £152.75 incl VAT 

NEW 
for glider pilots 

Watch this Space! 

Contact: John Delafield 07850 950349 or 01865 374125 
E-mail: John@lxavionics.co.uk • www.lxavionics.co.uk 

or your regular supplier 
LX av1onics Ltd price list available - on request Add p&p to all prices E and OE 
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A new solution for 
your glider in.surance needs 

HSBC Insurance Brokers Aviation Division 

have put in place a faci lity for all your gliding 

insurance needs. Backed by 100% London 

Company Underwriters and otfe ring competitive 

terms, it is serviced by one of the most 

experienced aviation teams in the London market. 

HSBC Insurance Brokers Limited is a major 

international ri sk management, insurance broking 

and employee benefi ts organisation. We offer 

companies, partnerships and individuals 

innovative and proactive solutions tailored to 

their needs. 

For further information please contact: 
Tony Mitchison, Aviation Division, 
HSBC Insurance Brokers, 
Bishops Court, 27-33 Artillery Lane, 
London El 7LP, United Kingdom. 
Telephone Direct Lines: 020 7661 2835 

020 7661 2883 
Facsimile: +44 (0)20 7661 2933 
Email: tonymitchison@hsbc.com 
Web: www.insurancebrokers.hsbc.com 

HSBC~ 

www.REFINISH.biz 
Glider repairing & refinishing in Poland 

Great prices - Superb quality and service - BGA approved workshops 

Refinishing 
The workshop in Poland has already completed nearly 100 
UK gliders. Our aim is to provide a high quality finish and 
service with minimum hassle for our customers 

Open Class, Standard & 15/18m 
Complete Refinish in T35, Swalberlack or "2 Pack'', All 
Mylar seals replaced. cockpit repainted, Numbers and 
logos replaced, full weight and mass balance of control 
surfaces, minor surface damage filled , BGA CofA 
provided. The glider Gel coat is effectively returned to "as 
new" condition. 

We look after all the arrangements and can provide 
collection and delivery as required. 

Please contact us to discuss any of our services 

Repairs 
*** £400 cashback offer*** 

We provide a £400 cashback incentive for any major 
repair work carried out in 2005. 

We offer a full glider repair service, including door to door 
collection and delivery from anywhere in the UK. We give 
fixed price quotes and realistic completion dates. Major 
repairs done in 2004:- Discus, ASW27, ASW20, K21. 

*** Repair and Refinish service *** 
For gliders being repaired we can offer a very, very, very 
good deal on a complete refinish at the same time. 

Crabb Computing 
3 Salford Close 
Welford, Northants. NN6 6JJ 
Tel +44 (0)1858 575665- paul@crabb.biz 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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PLATYPUS 

That noisy, smelly, 
heavy, obnoxious thing 

behind the pilot 
NO, I AM NOT referring to the passenger. 
That was the way I used to describe the 
disgusting idea of an engine in <.1 glider. 
No more. After my first in-,1ir retrieve from 
an imminent field landing in a Duo D iscus 
Turbo, competi tion designation DOT, I am 
impressed. After an hero ic- 540kms out of an 
impossible (for a 20-metre ship start ing at 
12.23 in good b!Jt not spectacular weather) 
6 l:lkm task on Day Two of this year's Open 
Nationals, our noble pi lot Rod Witter picked 
a fi Id near L dbury very late in th clay, set 
up a careful approach pattern in case of 
hiccoughs, and ti red up the tiny motor. 
lt started immediately, Rod pointed DOT 
at LashJm, -and home we came, arri ving 

irca 21.00. All the pre-announcecl barbe­
cue had been eaten, but LashJm's excellent 
rest<:1Lirant soon restored us. Better than some 
inaccessible field miles from home and a 
rumbl ing, empty tummy, I thought w ith glee. 
Platypus must be going oft with all this 
luxury; he is not the mJn he w~ts . 

Set-aside adds 
seasoning to the season 

But surely a gliding year w ithout at least one 
exciting field !<Jmling would be like r<Jre beef 
w ithout mustard ? If Mr Witter and DOT were 
not to provide that. where would I get that 
extr<J bit of zing, something to remember? I 
would require a pilot who loves st<Jy ing up in 
nothing, a largish tJsk and a smJIIish gl icier 
of sufficiently low perform<Jnce to be 
doomed even before it takes off. Take a bow, 
John Jeifries Jncl JWD, the London Gliding 
Club's K-21 tr,1 iner. The Bicester region;:~/ 
competition was the venue. lt was dusk, long 
past 7pm and we ran out of clay in the lovely 
Cotswolds. (Why we were so far irom home 
at that hour we shall, er, set Jside.) O n the 
wJy down w ith brakes iu ll out I had no 
doubts about my pilot's <:~bi lity to get into the 
field, ii that is whJt the piltch of steeply 
undulating terrain can be called, safely in 
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BARGAIN 
Exlla Low 

P t11 !01 m1mct1 
Only £:250 ono. ~ 
Frrx~ Capand 

Goggletr 

Sufficiently low performance 

one piece. M y doubts were about what clay 
oi the week we would subsequently get it out 
of the fie ld in all its severJI pieces, since this 
would depend on from whom we would bor­
row a four-wheel-drive and where we could 
recruit a crew- neither of which did we 
have. All this fi Jshecl through my brain as we 
plunged towards the Gloucestersh ire sod - I 
think fast on these occasions. I could even 
visualise a bowler-halted mJn from Tony 
Blair's government com ing Jlong one dJy the 
previous ye.Jr and saying to the farmer: "S ir, 
we' ll pay you a sh ipload of money NOT to 
cultivc tc a selected 50 acres of ar,1bl IJml." 
The iarmer h <:~cl immediately wav cl his stick 
at this unruly collec.tion of hillocks Jncl 
chortled: "That bit' ll do nicely!" w hi le 
trousering a generous cheque and quietly 
hugging himself w ith barely-suppressed joy. 
Long l ive set-aside, say the farmers and the 
gliding iraternity. 

Just remember, fur 2006, fa rmers are 
very unl ikely to set aside their ilattest, 
best -drained or most easil y accessible IJncl . 
Hospital ity to soaring pilots has its limit. 

Irrigate your plumbing! 

After cl bOut a ye<H on the ground, I should 
not have been much taken aback to find, 
during my ii rst fl ight in 2005, that the water 
from my Camelbak tasted d istinctl y weird, 
indeed quite vile. I kept on drinking it 
during the flight nevertheless, deriding that 

the short-term effects of dehydration in the 
next three hours or so wou ld be more of J 
danger to my safety thJn whatever the bugs 
might do to my insides over the next 
24 hours. After land ing I could always be 
rushed to a hospi ta l if need be. tvle<Jnwh ile 
I continued my navigationa l duties, and 
reJssured myself wi th the thought that 
tough, adventurous seamen in the clays 
of Vasco da GJma and Magellan ~ai lecl 
for weeks drinking increasingly ioul water 
from slime-filled wooden butts. 

Then <1 small vo ice sa id to me : "Yes, but 
they died like fl ies!" 

In fact my stomach was OK after thJt fi rst 
clay's drinking through the dirty tubes, but 
having travelled in India and Egypt with 
no ill effects mJny ye;:~ rs ago I w ets not too 
surprised. However, before the next flight 
I made use of a cleaning kit: a big brush io r 
the bag and a thin brush on a long cable 
for the tubes. The tubes were the pmblcm. 
The long, skinny brush brought out masses 
of fil thy black gunge consisting, I suppose, 
of algae. I would like to have had J micro­
scope to hand, to study these beasts or 
plants or micro-orgJnisms or w hatever they 
were. Gre-1 t hJiry monsters just cl.otwing to 
get at my insides and wreak havoc, I bet. 

To help kill the bugs I first ilsked my local 
pharmJcy for Milton (for bab ies' bottles) 
but they d id not have it in stock, so I bought 
Steruclent (for fa lse teeth) <lllcl cleaned the 
Camelbak w ith that. 

Tough, adventurous seamen 

Sailplane & Gliding 



Never have understood my reasons 

Now the buzz around the North l3arnes 
shops will doubtless be a) that I have sta rted 
a new f.:11nily after 40 years and b) that 
these t~eth <:ire not my own. But then the 
pharmacy ncvt'r have uriderstoocl my 
reasons for buying a vvholc range of items 
\-vhich have nothing to do with their 
ildvertised purpose. 

it was around 1975, after wise advice 
from Mrs Platypus, that I gave up trying to 
explain to them why I wanted latex rubber, 

amphor and hypodermic need les. Why 
bafile them with a long spiel about tota l 
energy systems, barograph-smoking or 
microfilm models? Better just to order tiP 
goods in a loud, fi rm voi e, pay for them 
Jild mar _h out silently, ever the man of 
mystery. Let 'em talk . 

Return Ticket* 
In my collection of Sailplane• & Clidinp, 
going ba k to the ·1950s is a seminal article 
on clo eel-circuit-fl ying with a little flag on 
the page, marking it out as being of 'pec ial 
imp rtan ·e to me. When I put that page­
marker ( >n it - in what y ar or decade 
- I hav - no idea, bul l do know I r -read 
that pie e many times. (In fact I think it 
should be re-printed in Sailplane ~ Gliding, 
perhaps on its 50th annivers<Jry.) lt w as 
, n account of thr e r cord cro. -country 
triangle flights in 1Y57 in a Skylark 3: 
1 OOkm, 200km and JOOkm respectively. The 
erJ of speed-flying had arrived. Its harbinger 
was Tony D ane-Drurnrnoncl, today an 
B8-year-o ld retired arrny genera l with a 
World War Two reputat ion that is legendary. 
After getting Jn ovation from all competitors 
,111d crews at briefing on Day O ne of th is 
yEw's Open Class Nationals at Lasham, 
Tony flew as P2 with Rod Witter in the Duo 
Discus Turbo and had a great time, though it 
was a difficult c!Jy for <l nyone with less th<:~n 
25 metres, and Rod had to fire up tht~ engine 
to get himself ahcl Tony DD (sometimes 

· Rt'turn Tickl'l i> the till<' of lony llc•.lne-Urummonrl 's 

first hook dhout his wartim<· "'P<'rience;, which you 

, hould .ill r<·.td. I thou)\hl it .tppropr i ~l<' lh,ll il> author 

should hJve IJU)~h t "' glider pilots how In do hi)C\ i liAhts 

.1nd t•nd up 1101 in 'onw distJnl i it>ld. but buck home 
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known as Tony D-Squared in the old d<1ys) 
b.1ck to Lasham for the ockta il hour. 

The long love affair 
with the Cornish Peninsula 

Before Tony's fligh t, we d iscussed the 
competition scene of the wooclen-gl id er 
period. Although Tony DD at Lasharn and 
Frank Foster at Dunstable showed that from 
the mid-1950s one could fly closed-circuits 
very effectively in Skylark 2s <J ncl 3s, 
competition directors were reluctant to set 
triangles and out-and-returns, even for the 
country's top pilots. As a 1970s task-setter 
myself - w ho had the latest pl astic gliders 
to work with <:~nd had a f:Jr eas ier t·imc of it 

- my guess i> that the continued setting (>f 
downwind tasks right up till the late "1960s 
had a number of causes: 
1. lt was exhilarating for competitors to 
cover long distances over new countryside 
and to end th<" day smelling Atlantic air (this 
exh ilaration on ly paled after the umpteenth 
dash to Cornwall and the all-night retrieving 
that fol lowed); 
2. Many pi I ts desperately wanted their 
Gold distance and Diamond G0<.1l badges, 
and going downwind m;Jde it much simpler; 
3. Crews rea lly enjoyed these marathon 
dri ves along country IJnes (car ownership 
wa a small fraction of present levels) 
and talked of Devon cream teas in eager 
anticipation. Fuel used in retrieves was 
subsidised - to put gliding on an equal 
footing wi th private power flying, which 
enjoyed a fuel rebate- and it was a point of 
honour to clock up V<lst trailer mileages; 
4. However, lastl y, I h;Jve to admit that if the 
forecasters got the weather wrong and the 
.OilltJE'Iitors ran into a bad patch going 
upwind, it was very hard pounding to 
make any h <:lclway at all , especially for us 
run-of-the-rn ill pilots with not too many 
hour. in our logbooks and little grasp of 
speed-flying techniques. 

So, if you wanted happy, smiling (if some­
what bleary-eyed at breakfast) campers, you 
played safe and flung th m all off with the 
breeze up th ir bottoms. How and why 
things changed is for a later ed ition of S&G. 

Maths before Michaelmas 
lt is September 21st, the equinox more or 
less, on a clear, sunny day. it is one pm by 
what we used to al l British Summer Time 
-or noon by what we used to ca ll 
Greenwich Mean Time. I am standing at the 
kit hen sink (I can visualise letters pouri ng 
in from hundreds of women ta king pity on 
me, and rushing to help) when the kitchen, 
which faces south, momentarily goes dark. A 
jet, en route to Hcilthrow airport from east 
to west, has just flown right between me <1nd 
the sun. (Darn cheek! Eel .) Th is happens at 
roughly one-m inute interv<J is for about 
20 minutes. The plane. are all very quiet, 
incidental ly, now that Con ·orde, which 
I always rushed out to see, has gone. The 
mathematica l cha llenge is this: given that -

I always rushed out to see 

1. The posi tion of the airport is L,1titude 
51°28' 39" N, Longitude 0°27' 41" W 
2. The posit ion of my house is Latitude 
51 °29 ' 11" N, Longitude W0°14' 00" 
j . The elevation of house and airport is 77ft 
4. Planes fly in on a constant slope of three 
degrees towards Heathrow airport (how they 
round out is not rny problem) 

-now please CCl lculate: 
1. At wh<Jt altitude was the first aircraft w hen 
its shadow fell on me? 
2. How iar from my house in ki lometres was 
the air raft at that time? 
3. Wh<1t was the bearing of the aircraft from 
my house at that time! 

I guess the answer to the last question 
must be something like "South, you idiot!" 
but I'd like a statement th<1l is more precise. 
(Adding "bl ithering" between the seconcl 
and third words does not ount as increasing 
precision, by the way. ) 

A signed copy of The Platypus Papers w ill 
be ent to the first corrt'ct entry. The method 
oi ca lcui ;Jtion must be shown. 

Gillian Bryce-Smith 
lt takes a spec ial type of woman who can 
announce to you in J tota lly ca lm voice 
that she is dying, and has a month or two 
in which to put her affairs in order 
and bid her family and friends f, reweiL 
lt makes you feel both inade4uiltc and 
inspi red at one and the same time. 

Gillian Bryce-Smith, editor of Sailplane & 
Gliding frorn 1973 to 1998, had the most 
difficu lt of editorial job. -. titching together 
a lively, pr(1fessional magazine irom the 
unrel iable contributions of unpaid am<:Jteurs 
who know little <:Jbout deadlines or writing 
to a length. Herding ca ts is easier. 

Under her courtesy and her unfail ing 
cheerfulness there I<Jy a steely persistence 
and dedicat ion to constJnt improvt.ment. 
lt is not just a recipe for being a greilt edi tor; 
it is a recipe for being a great member of 
the human race. 

mdbird@dircon.co.uk 

The l'l,llypus P.1pers: 50 yt>Jr. oi fl lwerle" pilo1.1ge 

("(J$/S £1 '1.95 + £3. ) I) p&p 

- lnw ,11 'vww.gliding.co.uk 
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FLIG T TEST 

T
HE CONDITIONS weren't ide<tl to 
aerotow a heavy two-seater- the 
temperature was hovering around 

30°(, there was a 90° crosswind across 
the BOOm Bruchsal grass runway and there 
was 'only' a 115hp Super Dimona available. 
Clearly this was a situation to ' reiuse' the 
launch for safety reasons. But we were 
sitting in DG's new DG-1 OOUT and thanks to 
the new engine's help the l<tunch was on. 

As the tug took up the slack, I set full 
power and was astonished by how well the 
1 OOOT's extra 30hp helped the Dimona 
accelerate: we lifted off together, well before 
the point where a St<'lndard Cla.ss single­
seater towed by the ame tug became 
airbom shortly before, and passed the end 
of the airfield clearly higher than he did. 

As yqu would expect with a ' new' turbo, 
the DG-1 OOOT is a development of the 
1 OOOS the t has been in production since 
2001 and been praised as an <:~11-purposc 
20-metre two-seater. The new model is 
ess ntially the same glider with a few tweaks 
and the addition of an air-cooled, retr<:~ctable 

30hp Solo 2350 two-stroke engine 
mounted on a dual mast, which is swung 
in or out by a gas-strut SU!Jported electric 
spindle drive. 

For my test flight, Wilhelm Dirks was in 
the re<tr seat, and up front I found everything 
much as in the lOOOS, apart from the 
addition of a DEl instrument and the thrott le. 
I also noticed a few refinements on the 
prototype I ilew some years ago: then I had 
disliked the low position of the front seat's 
cable release knob betwe n the pilot's legs 
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and th is has been moved to a more sensible, 
higher position; the front stick has been 
replaced by the Collani-designed one, which 
DG showed at Aero 2005 at Friedrichshafen 
and which had just been insta lled (albeit a 
little too high, so the advantages of holding 
the upper section with the full hand for 
'hard work'- such as take-offs, landings or 
aerobatics - or al ternatively holding it 
relaxed with 'two fingers' at the bottom for 
normal flying, could not be as fully enjoyed 
as intended). 

The major cockpit change, though, is the 
addition of the engine controls. Unl ike many 
other susta iners, the DG-1 OOOT's engine is 
equipped with an lectric sta rter and a 
throttle so, after doing my normJI pre-flight 
checks, for this assisted tLlke-off I had to turn 
the main switch and ignition to 'on', raise 
the propeller and then press the stJrter 
button in the th rottle, which starts the engine 
as soon as it is fully extracted. Using the 
sustainer engine during an aerotow launch 
not only gives extra safety during the launch, 

but can also reduce aerotowing fees: with 
the engine already running, it is far less risky 
to release early and continue thermal 
searching powered by your own engine, 
which then does not need to be started 
(most motorglirler problems arise when the 
pilot tries to start his engine, a pro edure for 
which he needs a lot of height, especi<J IIy if 
it doesn't stnrt during the fi rst attempt...). 

After releasing from tow, the DG-1 OOOT, 
flown at 90km/h anrl full throttle, continued 
to climb at 1.3 m/s . In level flight I had to 
ense the throttle slightly back to prevent the 
engine from revving above its 'permanent 
maximum' of fi,SOOrpm, and reach a 
cruising speed of 130km/h. Most pilots, 
of course, won't do this but will fly in the 
sawtooth style that's the most economic way 
to use your fuel. 

Puttin • the engine away is easy: just let it 
cool down <t little by running it idle for a 
short time, switch the ignition off and fly at 
90km/h; the engine mast then swings a little 
backw<:~rds and the prop soon stops rotating. 
The mast then swings back a I ittle more, 
making the propeller stop rubber swing into 
the propeller arc; ilying a little faster rotates 
the lower propeller blade against the stop, 
or you can just press the starter button, to 
turn the prop <:~ utomatically into its vert ical 
position. As soon this position is reached, 
the drive swings completely in and the 
two engine bay doors c lose. The whole 
procedure takes just 15 seconds, and there 
arc almost no trim c h<:~nges . Starting the 
engine ag<:~in is as eJsy as with all the DG 
motorgliders: just switch the ign ition on and 
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press the starter button. The drive swings out 
and the starter does not become active 
until it is completely out. The time I needed 
from 'gliding' to 'powered flight' was just 
17 seconds, and the altitude loss wJs only 
about 20 mE>tres, much less than with any 
engine you hJve to start by 'windmilling'. 
lnciclcntally, it 's not possible to start the 
engine by winclmilling, so if you lose power 
you have to land with the engine out. 
But this is no problem, the r erformance is 
reasonable with a sink rate of about 1 .1m/s 
and nearly unchanged handling qualities. 

So<~ ring the IJG-1 OOOT is as much fun as 
doing it with the 'S' , <1nd you don' t rea lly 
feel Jnything of the extra engine weight. 
The contro l harmony is best at about 
HJOkm/h, and thermJiling this excellent 
climber between 85 and 95km/h just 
requires a bit more rudder. I measured its 
45°-45° roll rate ,1s 4.7 seconds at 1 05km/h, 
Jnd the stall behaviour is as it should be, 
and r·here's a new extl'il to help - a 'stick­
shaker'. This novel feature for a glider makes 
itself known when the stick starts to feel soft 
at 77km/h JAS. it has been introduced 
because inexperienced pilots might fai l to 
k•el the first 'natur<JI ' stall warnings wh n the 
engine is running. The stickshaker is not just 
a simple device depending on the speed 
flown , but is operated by an electronic 
system which measures pitot pressure and 
the pressure ell <:111 opening below the glider's 
nose and then cil lculates the rea l angle of 
attack and gives a proper warning in any 
situation ; no matter whether you are flying 
with wat rballast, airbre1kes open or circ ling 
with high g. During thermalling, the stick­
shaker just stmtecl to work <Jt the moment 
when I would .have eased the stick forwards 
a bit to prevent the DG from first buffeting 
(which means performance loss), so I think it 
is rea lly useful , especi.:dly for inexperienced 
pilots. Approaching the minimum speed, 
buifeting increased <1 nd, at 72 km/h, the 
DG with its a it ·of g gently dropped a wing, 
which could be stopped immediately by 
i!pplying the usual recovery method. With 
an aft c of g position, spinning is possib le, 

and with the option for adjusting the c of g 
of this glider, it does makes J su itable tra iner 
also for this sensible exercise. Opening the 
efficient Schempp-Hirth airbrakes results 
in <1 5km/h increase of the minimum speed, 
while the trimmed speed goes up by 
15km/h, ;o there is no need to change the 
trim posit ion for the approach. 

Flying at a basic approach speed of 
1 OOkm/h, I found the sideslip a very easy 
and efficient method of approach control: 
combined w ith the <lirlJr< kes, extremely 
steep approaches become possible. Full y 
held off, the DG touched down in a two­
point attitude, <t ncl the good suspension of 
the rnainwheel absorbed the bumps of the 
gr<J ss runway smoothly. Given the high 
tailwheel load of the D-1 OOOT, the risk of 
nodding the nose clown during braking is 
very low, but the disadvantage of this is the 
fact that at slower speE..>ds you have to brake 
firmly to take the load of the tailwheel and 
make controll ed 'curve taxi-ing' possible. 
The ailerons remain fully effective until 
standstill, even under crosswind conditions. 

The DG-1 OOOT is DC's first turbo and it 
took some time to reach final production 
status; and some customers who tried to 
order early might not h<1ve been happy w ith 
the long wa it. But it was worth it: with the 
now perfectly working engine and its ext ra 
features and the easy-to-handle DEl system, 
the DG- 1 OOOT sets a new standard for 
sustainer engine powered motorgliders. 
lt is also the only susta iner engine-powered 
motorgliclcr which is still fully aerobatic 
when flown with 18-metre tips and its 
weight below 630kg. This means that there 
is no problem for so lo aerobati ·s, and 
it is also possible to remove the engine 
Insta llation entirely for dual Jero .. Although 
this would requires a bit of work, it is a nice 
feature if you want to run <1 robati c: courses. 
This makes the DG-1 OOOT, although not 
very cheap, a real all-rounder for any pur­
pose from bas ic train ing up to competition 
and aerobatic flying. 

Text and photos: }ochen Ewald 

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION 

Span (m) 18 20 

Wing area (m2) 16.72 17.53 

Aspect ratio 19.38 22.82 

Length (m) 8.57 

Empty weight (kg) 461 465 
MTOM (kg) 750 

Wing loading (kgfm2) 32.4-44.9 31 .1-42.8 

VNE (km/h) 270 

Max waterballast wing (kg) 160 

Max waterballast tailfin (kg) 6.2 

Max weight for full aerobatics (kg) 630 

Max g-loading +7 to -5 

Engine: 

Solo 2350C. twin-cyl, two-stroke 

Propeller OG-P001 -1, CfK twin-blade, 1.48m diam 

Performance 30hp at 6.500rpm 

Propeller reduction 1 :2.3 

Fuel capacity 22.51 (221 usable) 

Above. from left: front instrument "mushroom" allows easy cockpit access: the Solo engine is mounted on a dual mast and wire braced towards the rear: a belt drive is used 

for the propel/or reduction: the engine mast is gas-strut supported and moved by an electric spindle drive - the engine bay doors remain open while the engine is running 
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SCOTTISH WAVE 
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The map opposite (by Sieve Long/and) shows how a group of Scottish pilots has been working to the edges in various wind directions and just how fast they can go. Shown are. 

firstly, Roy Wilson"s 766km to the far north west in south-westerly wave. as described in the article, and his last 500km in north-westerly wave at 13Bkml h. He has since done a 

515km triangle from roughly, Glasgow to Inverness- see www.bgaladder.co.uk for details of this and other flights. Secondly, cn5s-crossing Scotland in northerly wave- John 

Williams · 500km at 121km!h. Thirdly, Jack Stephen's 750km in a north-westerly to the far south west. Nearly all the photographs with th1"s article were taken by Jack during another 

750km, flown on September 3, after the map was drawn. Above: the BGA TP seen on the PDA is Loch Ailort. between Fort Wi/liam (on the tar left of the map} and the Isle of Eigg. 

Above right: At 1800hrs, Jack, flying from Aboyne. was in OG-400 G-BLRM at 7,000ft looking south-west from Loch Ailort over the Sound of Arisaig and the Ardnish Peninsula. 

In shot are the islands of Rum ljust visible on the right-hand side of the lenticular and, on the map. to the west of the 30km scale), Muck and Eigg, and the mountain of Rois-Bheinn 

Exploring the limits 
Roy Wilson is one of a small group of pilots pushing the boundaries 
of cross-country flying in Scottish wave. He hopes to whet your 
appetite and offers wave soaring tips it you'd like to join the fun 

THIS ARTI LE is intended to de cribe 
wave flying in Scotland and how a few 
of us have b en xp loring the limits. 

If you have been following the National 
Ladder over the last f w years, you wi ll have 
noticed that w e have been logging big 
cross- ·ountry fli >hts and putting in some fast 
times too, and we've only just scr tched the 
su rface. Soaring over the mounta ins <Jnd 
lochs of Scotland is nwesome in itself. 
Now, combine that with the re<J I opportunity 
to do record-breaking cross-country fl y ing, 
and you have a combination of excitement 
and challenge that cannot be denied. 

Hopefu lly, we wi ll infec t you with our 
enthusiasm and provide you with a few 
hints on how to fly cross-country in wave 
rather than squat at great altitude. 

Fir,t, a taster. Big tasks in Scoti<Jnd require 
that you reac;h out coast to coast, and c lear­
ly demand suitable cond itions across much 
of Scotland. A rare event indeed, you might 
th ink. So you are faced with a di lemma. 
Do you declare 750kms, fail to reach far 
turn points, abandon Jfter a few hundred 
kilometres and mess up your clay or do you 
roar· around SOOkms scori ng al l kinds of 
points on the National Ladder instead? 

The answer is that you are compelled to 
give the big flights il go. 

Read on ... 

October - November 2005 

Just lucky? 
Midsummer, June 23, 2005. Jack Stephen, 
Richard Arkle and I arr ived late at Aboyne, 
and wer not im1 ressecl by the conditions. 
750kms d id no t look on but th re was wave. 
We fiddled around on the ground far too 
long and fina lly set off around mid-day on a 
NW-SE quadri lateral in south-westerly wave. 
liVe romped to the we~t of Inverness in good 
style but came to a grind ing halt against 
eight-eighths cloud cover some 6Skm short 
of our first turn poi nt at Ledmore. I don't 
mind flying over a bit of c loud but 6Skm 
(then back) over mounta inous terra in 
blocked completely below S,OOOft by an 
active danger area does set you thinking. 

We stoogecl around hunting big waves. 
I<Kk milked the wave to 1 il,OOOft and 
got around fi rst time. (1--fmmm. Doesn 't 
have bigger or better wings? Must be bigger 
something? Nah, just lucky.) Three attempts 
and four hours later I fina lly tiptoed around 
Ledmore. Meanwhile Richar·d, who had 
been scouting to the sou th , reported sinking 
deep in the waves amund Loch Torridon 
and was busy baling out and heading home. 
jack was already turn ing Edzell , 200km 
Jway. First leg, 168km at 31 km/ h. (Pathetic. 
Could'v bicycled there faster. That Jack 
Stephen must be caught!! 

The next 200krns to Edzell, w ith il short 

delay for ATC, zipped by at 144km/h. (That's 
more like it .) So bJck to the north again to 
Altnahara but the w ind dropped. the w .1v s 
weakened and th ·ky fi lled in ev n more. 
North of lnvemb · looked b leak. Lots of 
cloud aga in. jack was on tr.1ck to U llapoul. 
(UI/apooW I thought we were on the same 
task. How'd we do that?) But I gol th better 
of it this time wi th much bigger ro ll to he 
w aves on my track and o ea ional slots for 
comfort. Found a ni - run nlong Loch Shin 
to drop downwind <Jilcl round A ltnahara. 
200km at 87km;h on that leg. (Still too slow.) 

lack was around Ullapool cllld heading to 
the remote fin ish at Drum_hacle. The late 
evening glide over the Cairngorms wa~ love­
ly, or it would h;we been if there hJd been 
more time to stop <lllcl top up with heigh t 
to fin ish. Going through C lenshee ill 3,000ft 
on <1 marginal fina l glide in the fading l ight 
keeps you focussed. 200km at '1 29km/ h. 
{Bel/er.) Nearly caught Jack at the fin i h . 
He popped out his motor Jnd hJcl time to 
scuttle horne whi le I had to land in a field 
with till I, clew-IJclen grJss. (Can 't go home 
fast w ith a turbo.) jack hild to retrieve me, 
though_ Nothing like a good . oakinn to the 
waist to finish off a long day. 766krn at 
71 km/h. (PC'destrian! Flatlanclers in thPrmals 
do better than that on a slow day.) 

A bit of wind helps 
So, you mdy ask, what's the point of this 
tale? Vlell , th is was not a good day for 
a 750km fli ght and we didn' t set off ti ll 
mid-clay. The orth West at first appeared > 
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-,;,.. blocked by cloud but. with a bit of 
persev ranee, perfectly possible and, with 
a slight change of tactics around the first TP, 
speeds we ll in excess of lOOkm/ h cou ld 
have been achieved. And it was cha llenging 
and a lot of fun! 

What's our secret? 
We talk a lot, discuss conditions ~md weather 
w,1tch. Em<1ils fly back and forth between 
members at Portmoak and Aboyne. Once 
in the air we talk more. John Williams of 
Portmoak may be on task 1 OOkm away, but 
we pass on conditions. Most of our big ta sks 
are logi al ly set up to run along the waves 
and over recent years we have proved SOOs 
and 750s in almost every w ind direction. 

What kind of wea ther are we look ing for? 
!Anything I say now may not b(~ entirely true 
so get yourself a copy of Tom Bradbury's 
Meteoro logy & Flight.) We've been proved 
wrong many times. A club member came 
rushing up to me the other day with a super 
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sa tpi c showing mount<l in waves across 
Scotland, dec laring it to be a dead cert 
750km day, and was astonished I disagreed 
w ith him . The fact that I'd been swann ing 
around in thin , wea k wave all day toiling 
to do a couple of hundred kilometres had 
little imp<Jct. 

But there are some things that do get our 
attention. A bit of wind helps, especia ll y 
if the wind speed increas s with altitude, 
the direction is fair ly constant and there is 
a stable layer above mountain-top height. 
lt doesn't have to be windy on the ground 
either. High pressure moving in and a 
we,l ther map clear of fronts certa inly get us 
exc ited - and everyone else, I suspect. 

First and only rule. Don't be tempted to 
release from tow early to save a few pennies 
whil e you' re in the rotor or borrom of the 
wave. You could spoi l your entire day and 
spend J bunch of money on another tow. Be 
sure you are 200-SOOtt into smooth, steady 
lift. If you've made this mistake you mJy 
need to fl y as if on eggs or even thermal 
in the rotor funnels to get establi shed. 

Don't be put off by instabilit y and cu. 
There may be a grea t wa ve day above the 
cloud. The thermals may be strong, but 
ca n prove exceptionally hard work in the 
wJve-disturbed air. Look hard at the clouds 
for evidence of wave. You ' ll feel it in th e air 
too. Climb to cloudbase, spin up fa st in the 
lift then push out in front of the cloud and 
pull up. If it all goes smooth and you've got 
a knot, you're in. Many a good thermal clay 
has been made really difficult by wave 
interference and sometimes it 's tough to get 
in the wave but if you succeed, you ca n sit 
back at height, enjoying J leisurely lunch on 
track while the low-life struggle in thermal s. 

Don't be put off by big blue area , either. 
Know the wind direction and choose a 
logica l track aligned slight ly downwind of 
likely mountains. You can get some great 
waves in the blue. Search for it. Turn 45° 
or so upwind and monitor your sink rate 
and if you sink faster, turn 45° downwind 

Above: Looking south-west down Loch Sheil (west of the 

town of Fort William) from 7000ft. climbing to go to the 

Loch Ailort TP Left: A tad earlier. at 1 7:30. Jack was at 

6.000ft over Loch Ei/ /ooking east at the northern end of 

Loch Linnhe with Fort William and the mountains of Ben 

Nevis and Aonach Mor in view. Below left: on the same 

flight, looking south. Jack photographed Peter Gray in 

DG-202 606 over Loch Ness atiO.OOOft. Ben Nevis. 

Aonach Mor and Spean Bridge are in the background 

and che ·k that out. If you need some lift 
quick and you arc si nking like a brick, turn 
downwi nd and go fast to the nex t 'Nave, 
but you've got to believe. 

If you want to go somewhere fast you 
need to see the waves on track. Th<1t means 
climbing high enough above the c loud to 
look down at the patterns of lenticulars and 
gaps, but not so high that you are sitting in 
the jetstream fl ying fast and going nowhere. 
The best lift is most often found up the side 
and J few thou sa nd feet above the cloud so 
if you want to run fast without losing height, 
th at's the plil ce to be. The strongest lift lll ilY 

not lie close in to the face of th e cloud. 
M ove forward and clwck it out. At height 
above the cloud, the best I ift may have 
moved forward. Don't be sa ti sfied. Search 
for the strongest lift. 

If the wuve length changes ami you 've 
fai led to noti ce, you may find you rself 
enve loped in cloud or behind it in the sink. 
You've got to move fa st to avoid serious 
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Above. The Sound of Sleat, on September 3, 2005. 

Jack is looking west to Skye. Just to the nght of the 

PDA is Loch na Dal on the east side of Skye and 

Loch Eishort. Right: Heading east after turning Skye 

Bridge (Kyleakin). taken by Jack Stephen in March 

2003 on a similar epic flight in G-BLRM. The mountain 

peaks in the centre of the picture are the Five Sisters 

of Kintail with the low wave in Glen Affric and the high 

lenticulars towards Loch Ness and Inverness 

embarrassment. If you need to ross a lot of 
cloud or the wave is weakening on tr<~ck, 
you may have to stop unci take a high climb, 
so choose a sweet spot and gain height 
quickly, but you will have to go really fast to 
make up time lost climbing. However, if you 
hav~ a wind compon nt behind you on 
track, the extra wind speed ut altitude can 
dramatically increase your groundspeed and 
it may be worth the climb for that alone. 
Don't forget to account for changes in true 
airsp d at ultitude. 

If you are not using your track log, you 
are missing a tri k. Not on ly will this kee!J 
you climbing in the weet spots, which can 
be narrow, but _it i~ a great reference to find 
the lift on the return journey, or to avoid the 
sinky areas or just to run for over. This lift 
doesn't move around a lot. 

Now you are running along the waves 
Jnd see that your track is off course. Choose 
a ploce to jump upwind where the bars have 
thinned out or parted, indicating weaker 

wave. Jumping across a thick, strong looking 
wave from behind can lose you lots of 
height in a hurry If your turning point is 
behind a wave in the sink, move upwind 
at a su itable place and run along till abeam 
the turnpoint and dash downwind across 
the lenticular, go around the turnpo int and 
on to the n xt downwind bar. 

Mostly a mind game 
So there you have it. Sounds easy, and it is, 
but you have to get used to flyin' over 
rough terrJin. Remind yourself that you have 
lots of altitude to glide out to safe l<mding 
areas or overfly cloud safely. To boost confi­
dence, you ca n download a landing area 
database (www. deeside 1 /idingc/ub.co.uk). 
As with thermal oaring, wJv soaring is 
mostly J mind game. Familiari ty is the key. 

I am convinced that very big Jnd fast 
cross-countries can b clone in Scottish 
wave. Several SOOkm flights have been 
complet · d at b tter thiln 130km/h and 

a clutch of flights in excess of 750kms. 
Check them out on the National Ladder 
(www.bgaladder.co.uk). 

If we set ofi early in the morning, like 
Lasharn pil ots Cordon Ma Donald and 
Afandi Darl ington in 2004, we can put in 
800kms in Scotland before lunch and have 
the rest of the day to work therrnals through 
England or ev "n Ireland. Jack Stephen's plan 
is to go to Shetland (cor blirney!). If the 
bigger il ights me not for you, th r is even 
greater scope for 300km. And if the wave 
is not working, do it in therrna ls, instead 
- but that is another story. 

Roy IJ<h bPPII glidin.~ for llture than 40 y ur , ll,r, " " 

three lJtdmond.< and his 750km Oiplunu An Js.sistant 

r.11Pcl instructor .1ncl .1 tus pilot, he retired ~arly 10 do 

m<Jif' gliclin '· H<' quores his >viii>, when h 's l~<·.rdinn 

for tl1e atrfield yet ilfl<lln while lite chore · list rcnldiiiS 

u11touche<f: "Wil:<un, you're ob~l!Ssal". He >end' ltis 

thanks to Jack, John and Richard tor their cc;ntri/.Jution< 

to this arlicfe .rncl their good company in the mount.1lll5 

Left: the glider pilot's view of launching into Scottish wave and, above. sunrise at Deeside -the da.wn of an era of yet more magnificent distance flights? (Gavin Webb) 
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AERODYNAMIC PERFORMANCE 

They all look the same to 
F1 aerodynamicist 
Martin Bester 
explains some 
of the similarities 
and differences 
between gliders 
and racing cars 

I'LL FORGIVE you for thinking th,lt al l 
Formul a 1 cars look the same, but only 
because I once thought that all modern 

gliders look the same. Before I started flying 
(only six months ago) I couldn ' t tell the 
difference between an Astir and an ASW 19. 
Now the contrast between the sleek Waibel 
design and the cute yet stubby Grob could 
not b more obvious. I can even distinguish 
b tween a T- 21 and a Nimbus 4. 

You migh t well ask what aerodynami c 
sirni lcr iti ·s xist betwe n the angels of the 
sky (all lad in white, of course)< nd th ose 
noisy soap boxes stuck so firmly to the 
dreaded ground. Well , for starters, they both 
rely heavily on air not to damage the hea lth 
oi their pi lots. just imagine what wou ld 
happen if someone "switched off" the air 
while you are thermallin • 1 ,OOOft above 
Didcot. (No, your parachute won 't work 
eithc•r.) And in a 150mph corner ev n Kimi 
Raikkonen, pr bably the be t F1 driver in 
the world Lod ay, wi ll go straight to the seen , 
of the acc ident. Both are also des igned with 
simil ar sp (~ds in mind - a very important 
des ign para meter - and they both have 
wings and a cockpit, c1 lthough in <~ n F1 car 
the cockpit is in the chassis. (People laugh 
when you say " fuselage". Trust me, I know.) 

There il re, however, significant cliiferen e · 
betwe n glider and F1 aerodynamics. Apart 
from th wings being upside down on an 
F1 ar, you also h;IVe 900 horsepower to 
pl<ty with , whi ch leads you along a different 
efficiency curve. The fficiency (l/D) of a 
good modern glider is around 55 : I, for <l 
Formula 1 cM, this is a little higher than 3:1. 
Another importont considerotion is thilt F1 
ca rs are designed for turbulent fl ow; gliders 
are designed for laminar flow cond itions. 

1. The most efficient span-wise load distribution for any 

wing is an elliptical distribution. like in a Discus wing 
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Looking at some of the more visible and 
relevant aerodynamic component of a 
Formula 'I car, probably one of the most 
brutal devices is the rear wing . In high 
downforce configuration (for c ircuits such 
ils Monaco and Hungary) it resembles the 
clrogue chute on a Kestrel 19 more than 
anything else on a glider. Like most parts of 
the cJr, the re<lr wing size is prescribed by 
the Technical Regulation. lt st<:~tes the wing 
must fit in a certain envelope. This is where 
the ch<:~llenge lies for the aerodynam icist. 
Although gliders in some contest c lasses also 
have wing sp:m limitations, F1 limitations 
are much more sev re <Jnd hence much 
rnore damaging to F1 rear wings . We all 
know long slender wings are much more 
efficient than short stubby ones. To improve 
the effic iency of F1 w ings, designers employ 
similar techniques to thos you see on glider 
wings. The most efficient span-wise load 
distribution for any wi ng is an lliptical 
d istribution, where th e load varies in an 
ellipti ca l shape from the max imum load ing 
in the centre to no loading at the tip. One 
way to achieve this is to reduce the chord 
length at the tip. A good example is the plan 
form of a Schempp-Hirth Discus wi ng. 
Renault's designers use the same technique 
on their med ium-downforce rear wing (7). 
Another way to reduce tip load ing is to reduce 
camber at th e tip. BAR's medium-downforce 
wing is a :ood example: the wing is not as 
"deep" at the tip <:~s it is in the centre (2). 

In the past, teams were free to use more 
wing elements in their rear wings. Current 
regulations limit the des igners to only two 
elements : a mainplane and il fl ap. Some 
high-performance gliders are also fitted with 
flaps. By aclju ·ting the flap angle, the pilot 
can increa or reduce the camber. More 
camber allows the glider to fly at slower 
speeds so th e w ing can be adjusted for the 
conditions . F1 rules prohibit ,1djustable 
wings, which means the ca r has to be set up 
for a certain track before the ra ce starts. 

The car's front wing requires il much more 
subtle and elegant approach to gaining that 
much-needed downforce. lt operates in 
much "c leaner" air than any other part, but 

2. Another way to reduce the tip loading is to reduce 

the camber at/he tip, as in the BAR wing above 

3. Ferrari squeeze two small additional elements into 

the lower forward part of the front wing 's regulation box 

it h< s il major effect on the rest of the ca r. 
When more downforce is extracted from the 
front wing, rnore often th iln not it i to the 
detriment of rear downforce. We <JII know 
that flow in the wake of a wing, especi<JIIy 
one which is being worked hard, is very 
turbu lent and robbed of a lot of energy. 
A downstrea m wing exposed to this wake 
will not perform as well as one in cl ean air. 
(Some gliders ca n suffer similar problems in 
certain conditions. If a glider departs in a 
spin , the ta ilplane can be caught in th 
wake of the wings. The rudder and elev<Jtor 
will th en become less effective.) To protec t 
the re ·t of the car from the wake of the front 
wing anu front wheels, designers use various 
turning vanes to force dirty air outboard and 
away from the rear of the car. The front wing 
benefits enormously from its proximity to the 
ground . Just as when you forget to deploy 
airbrake you fly the length of the runway 
into the far hedge, so too does the induced 
drag on the front win' reduce in "ground 
effect". A wing producing downforce has 
an add itional advantilge from being close 
to th , ground . As the wing moves clo r t 
the ground, the air gets accelerated more 
between th e wing and the ground, whi ch 
results in lower pressures and more suction 
on the lower surf<:~ce . So <~n inverted wing 
close to the ground produces more clown­
force and less lift ... Mother Nature must 
have been in a good mood. With the F1 

4. McLaren uses winglets on a roll hoop wing (behind 

the driver's head) to improve the overall loading 
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front wing, the designer may use as many 
wing elemenl> -as he wishes as long as they 
all fit into the regulation box. Ferrari exploit 
rhi s by squeez ing two small extra elements 
into the lower forward part o f the box (3). 

Wings with high aspect ratios <J re more 
efficient. O ne way to increase the "virtual" 
aspect ratio of wings for which the span is 
limited by regui <J tions is to add winglets to 
the tips. The geometric span is not increased 
but the wing performs like a longer wing. 
Mcl aren uses winglets very c leverly on their 
roll hoop wing (behind the driver 's head) to 
improve its overall loading (4). 

One of the most beautiful features of a 
modern glider is the way the cockpit and 
fuselage is adapted to the local flow. A lifting 
aerofo il draws the approaching air upwarcis 
towards itself and then forces it downwards 
as it leaves the trai ling edge. This is why the 
cockpit of a gl icier po ints downwards and 
the fuselage slopes down to align with rhe 
flow. A lifting wing does the opposite. lt 
draws air downwards towards its leading 
edge then produces an upwash a it of the 
trailing edge. The nose cone , nd chassis of 
an F1 car are adapted to this upwash to min­
imise drag. The upward-sloping attitude of 
the Renault nose cone matches upwash cre­
ated by the wing (5}. 

lt is clear, then, that good aerodynamics is 
as crucial to a Formula ·1 car as to a glider. 
The fact that an F1 w ind tunnel model can 
" travel" the equiva lent of almost 200,000 
miles in a yea r proves the po int, especially 
if you take into account th <J t the r<Jce cars do 
only about 1/1 Oth of this distance. 

At first glance, an F1 car may appear far 
from eleg<.mt but, if you look c losely, you 
will see some very elegant so lutions to vc: ry 
complicated <Jerodynarnic challenges. My 
syndicate partner and colleague always says: 
"Sa ilplane aerodynamics is i1 hit like playing 
chess, subtle, strategic and well understood, 
while Formula 1 aerodynamics is like rugby, 
a lot o f running and screaming back and 
forth across the field". Thing is, I've never 
been good at either, which must mean 
I have neither brain nor brawn .. . I don' t 
wJnt to be a stupid little man! 

o'v\,lrtin ilies ,11 L,,sh,ll11 a nd hds ilpprox. 60 lilunches. 

He soloerl this summer and h<~!> ,, shdrt' in d Nimbus 211 

which he hope tn fl y later this l'edr. Gliding has a hv,l\'S 

;~ppt'<.l l (•d to him vnd now he CJ n pursuf..\ it in e .. 1 rrH.'~ t 

5. Note the upwardly sloping attitude of the Renault 

nose cone to match /he upwash created by the wing 
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Soaring an invisible ridge 
Instructor Dick Skerry relives 
a memorable flight over the 
flatlands in spring this year: 
50km in a K-13 without circling 

LINCOLNSHIRE GC, based ilt the old 
World War Two airfield at Strubby since 
1978, hJs a thoroughly deserved repu­

tation as "sea breeze c ity''. The site is only 
<bout fi ve miles from the sea and as a ru le 
any sort o f promising convection inland and 
the sea bre ze rushes past us at about 
lunchtime. When I Sily rush, I mean rush: 
a good one passes the airfield on its way to 
Kirton Lindsey in about 20 minutes, with the 
added wind and field-end change. This, of 
course, means no more thermals - and we 
don' t have many mountains in Lincolnshire. 

A recent addition to our landscape is a 
wind farm about hal fway between us and 
the sea. I am not against windfarms, provid­
ed they are not near airfields, and this one is 
a positive boon. The windmills rotate 
through '180° about 30 minutes before the 
sea breeze arrives here, giving us some 
warning that it is coming. We then launch 
everything we have on the ground and 
change ends. The gl iders ei ther land back at 
the site 30 minutes later or land out, having 
stayed with the front too long. Some pilots in 
the past have got Si lver distances by staying 
with it to Kirron. 

On Wednesday, May 18 this year, the 
morning became particu larly soarable in 
thermals. I was helping out our instructor as 
my glider's parachute was in my >yndicate 
partner's car. He, of course, was at work. 

Every cloud has a silver li ning of sorts. 
AL about lunchtime we were casting worried 
glances at the wind farm and I noticed that 
despite a good 1 Okt westerly at the site the 
windmi lls appeared to be in slack air. 

We continued to fly, expecting the worse, 
but the anticipated sea breeze never arri ved. 

I began to think maybe we were in for one 
of those rare days when the sea air anchors 
itseli just inland and stays there. When that 
is the case then the warm air from the land 
should be rising up over the wedge oi cold 
dense air just downwind of the site. 

This would, in effect, give us an invisible 
ridge of ai r to soar on. 

My next customer, Henry, at B.S is a 
competent pilot and I w as his sa fety pi lot. 
I felt a good experience coming on. We 
launched straight into a Skt thermal and 
whistled up to about 3,500ft. By now I could 
pick out the line of darker c loud lying across 
the wind, marking the front for us, and 
instructed Henry to head north. 

Flying at this height we found could ily 
straight and maintain height. If we moved 
track to the east we flew into the turbu lence 
normall y associated with sea breeze fronts; 
west, and we flew into the normal thermic 
air with its lift and sink. 

Sea breeze front over Lincolnshire 's coastal flatlands 

Club demand meant we could not keep 
the glider forever, so we decided to fl y north 
to Louth then south aga in past the field as far 
as Spi Is by and back, a cl istance of SO km, and 
see how time w as going. Crui si ng at SOkt in 
zero all the way to a po int just east of Louth 
we turned inland to the town in sink. This 
was quite an experience, because it was the 
fi rst time we had lost height. Turning Louth 
we bolted back east to the lift Jgain and 
headed south. 

We arrived back at the liit at about 2,500ft 
then by fl ying ill 43kt we mainta ined an 
indicated c limb rate of about 1 kt average. 
We used th is back to 3,000ft and continued 
south. Another cross-country dash saw us 
turn Spilsby and final glide for the airi ielcl . 
With the East Coast resorts on one side and 
the Lincolnshire Wolds and co lourful spring 
fields wi th yellow rap and green corn on 
the other, the view was wonderful . One 
th ing about east Linco lnshire, we can always 
tell which direction we are going. The great 
blue compass is a wonderfu l th ing! 

We arrived back at 2,000ft so we did a 
ci rcular tour of local sites to use up the extra 
height. The log said the entire ilight took 
57 minutes. ;-\fter the initial climb the on ly 
turns we did were for heading changes. 

We had no logger or barograph, so no 
record of the flight ex ists apart from in my 
memory, and, no doubt, Henry's. lt may not 
have been an epic: in the greater scope of 
things but it was one of those flights one 
re lives as sleep tries to squeeze it back \. _ 
into the past. Bloody marvellous. ~ 

Colourful spring fields with yellow rape and green corn 
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From the subli·me to the ridiculous 
Right: This Oly 463 was photographed at the Camphill Rally this year. What could be more sublime than floating along in a colourful classic aircraft? (Malcolm Blackburn) 

Above left: Unless. of course, it 's admiring the ingenuity of early glider designers, as exemplified by Laurie Woodage s Scud 2, seen at London GC's 75th anniversary 

Above right: On the other hand. perhaps its being alone high above the clouds in your sleek modern sailplane with only your thoughts for company 

(Sieve Lynn) 

(Paul Cooper) 

Below right: Or even dropping into wave overhead your own site, as this Burn ptlot did on February 19. A lot of pilots may be hoping for similar luck,,., the UK this winter(Robert Baines) 

Below left: Maybe if's the quiet anticipation of an early morning summer launch queue that lights your fire. This one, complete with T-21, was at Lasham (Sieve Kirby) 

Below, bottom. And from the sublime to the ridiculous. This photo was originally sent in for the Club News section of this Sailplane & Gliding but, to be honest, we simply didn't have the 

heart to identify those involved. As for what actually happened, well, your guess is as good as ours: when it arrived in our inbox, this was just captioned, enigmatically, "excessive zeal" 
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A PERSONAL VIEW OF INSTRUCTING 

Start as we mean to go on 
We teach only 
cross-country 
soaring, period 
- the personal 
manifesto of 
Jerry Pack 

DRIVEN either by the pressure of the 
flying list or a progress card system, 
we cu rrently appear to teach new 

glider pilots the basics of flying, then leave 
them to learn- or normally stumble blindly 
into, if their interest in our sport survives 
long enough- cross-country flying. \IVhat if 
we took a different approach and taught 
ab initios soaring from day one and, on the 
way, ticked that box marked "solo pilot"? 

This article is my person<Jl view on how 
gl iding can be taught to the British Gl iding 
Association syllabus but from the c ross­
country soaring perspective. For many 
instructors and clubs this is not a new idea 
- in fact, your ideas may be more advanced 
than mine. I'm not arguing for radical 
change, just sharing ideas that I hope may 
be of interest to others. 

From my limited experience as assistant 
instructor (ha lf cat) at a small gliding club, 
its seems thJt with the BGA instructors 
manual, the instructors courses and the 
Chief Flying Instructor/ Reg ional Examiner/ 
Senior RegionJI Examiner and instructors 
committee structure, the BGA has developed 
a system for training glider pilots that is 
probably best in class in the world. But it 
does not quite deliver what we and some 
of our customers want: cross-country pilots. 

I focus on cross-country pi lots as they 
generally fly a lot, have a high degree of 
skill and currency, are committed to the 
sport and have iound someth ing in the sport 
that. interests them, motivates them and 
keeps them here. Another quest ion is what 
does Bloggs want out of the sport? Do they 
want inspiration; do they want to so<Jr free 
as a bird? Do they want a hobby that stimu­
lates them, challenges them and is wonder­
fu l in its own right? Cross-country flying 
meets these neecls; slowly ticking boxes on a 
progression card does not. 

As a former hang-glider pilot, I was an 
experienced noss-country pilot before 
I came into gliding: cross-country is why 
I glide, but I instruct ab initio simply 
because I realise for this sport, wh ich I love, 
to survive, we must train new members. 

Imagine Bloggs turns up to the club for 
one of his early gliding lessons and once off 
the ground the conversation in the cockpit 
runs something like: "where do you live?" 

"Smallesville." 
"Oh, that's not so far away - let's go and 

have a look at it. You see this line of cloud 

28 

Every cloud is a cross-country learning opportunity for pre-solo pilots ... {photo: Paul Cooper) 

above us that runs to Smallesville, we ca ll 
this a cloud street. ll marks a line of lift. .. " 

" Hey, that's my house down there!" 
Would this sort of train ing sortie catch 

Bloggs' imagination? Would the thrill of a 
small cross-country such as this, the vision 
of that end goal of Bloggs as a cross-country 
pilot, susta in him though all that ci rcui t 
bashing and box licking? (The evidence is 
that it does: I've just clone a Silver claim 
form for one of last year's new faces that 
had an early mini cross-country with me.) I 
can already hear howls of protest that one 
can't possible teach the BGA solo syllabus 
by just taking ab initios on mini cross-coun­
tries. Let's examine the syllabus and method: 

Set off as normal with a briefed exercise 
in mind but make sure you head for a 
source of lift. "Sorry, I have control, did you 
feel that surge in the seat of your pants? 
That was the glider being lifted by a thermal , 
we always feel the thermal before the vario 
registers it"(an example of primacy for cross­
country soaring). " Now look over the nose 
and see t.hat the attitude remains constant 
and that the angle of bank remains constant, 
see how the horizon cuts though a fixed 
point on the canopy, now follow though on 
the stick, see how little I need to move the 
st ick to maintain the attitude and keep the 
same angle of bank. When I give you con­
trol I want you to maintain the attitude and 
angle of bank by looking over the nose, 
can you do that?" "Yes." "You have control". 
The glider has now climbed 300ft and the 
student is learning to look over the nose. 
Of course the student will lose control of the 
speed and the thermal, so you take it back 

and put the glider back in the thermal's 
core. The lesson continues wi th lookout 
whi lst turning, trimming, speed control in 
steep angles of bank, sta ll speed increases in 
the turn exercise. (Take the sta ll speed 
increases in a turn exercise to the point of 
buffet: this builds the student's confidence as 
they learn the glider does not just break 
away and spin when the speed gels too low.) 
Eventually, you get up to cloudbase, where 
the stall, reduced g, and spin exercises 
begin. Or maybe you are under a cloud 
street and Bloggs can learn to fly straight 
and level. How many students cannot fly 
straight because they never get enough time 
in the circuit to try it? How much progress 
will they make with just five minutes under 
a c loud/cloud street? 

Counter-arguments 
"With all this soaring, particularly with the 
instructor in control, the flying list will get 
even longer.", No it doesn't. First, early on 
whilst it's not soarable, do the check flights 
that have to be got out of the way for solo 
pi lots. Secondly, if you soar with students 
they only get one flight but lots more: 
airtime, practice, reinforcement and 
re-practice. The ratio of time a two-seater 
spends on the ground to time in the air 
increases and you get to launch quicker wi th 
the next student as all the other two-seaters 
are ofi soaring as well. (This gets even better 
when the pilots you have taught to soar start 
flying solo as they spend more time soaring, 
and don't land back, as they already have 
the soaring ski lis.) 
'Tou don 't alwvys do perfect circuits, you 
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mess up the pal/ern, you don 't always use 
the landing area, its so clisrupti\le to normal 
operations". Agreed, but so do launch fail­
ure exercises, inept students and solo pilots 
landing long (who have not been taught the 
short field landing discipline) and pilots 
crashing as we have not taught them the 
whole ai rfield is usable if they need to use i t. 
"For me, gliding is NOT about cross-country 
flying". Sure, there <J re some people w ho 
consider that the potential hassle of Jn out­
land ing outweighs the fun oi cross-country, 
so they stay loca l, perh<Jps concentrating on 
other fun aspects of the sport - vintage, 
aerobatics and so on . But the underlying 
skills you need to do this well are the same 
as you need to fly cross-country, and so 
I don't see there is a confl ict in changing th 
emphasis to train peop le this way. 

One counter-;:1rgument th<Jt is va lid is that 
all the soaring makes some pupils feel sick. 

Change of emphasis 
Personally, I change the emphasis and back­
ground to the exercises in the BGA syllabus 
w hen briefing and in the palter. Circuits, 
speed control on approach and landings 
need to be perfect because I'm teaching 
short field landings. Speed control in turns 
is critical as otherwise Bloggs won't be able 
thermal or even make sense of a thermal 's 
structure. Lookout is critical as other gliders 
w ill be joining us in the thermals we mark, 
so we need to sec them during the turn and 
check for them as we leave. Lookout in the 
circui t is aga inst a cross-country visitor 
coming in from any angle at any height, 
as well as the club's own gliders. Change 
of land ing direction/area is taught aga inst 
the hack ground of a field landing, making 
use of upslopes, picking a defined area 
and keeping it short. When you land out 
it's always down the lractor tracks ·o, teach 
students to cope w ith crosswinds from day 
one. (If your club regui<Jrly aligns landing 
direction w ith the w ind, make <Jnyone <Jbove 
solo land out of wind, every time.) When 
teaching c ircuit theory, teach the basics and 
then relate it to a field land ing. When te<Jch­
ing or checking field landings, make the 
student land in a very unusual part of the 
airfield <1nd at the right time of year, wi th 
permission, in a field next to the airfield that 
you brief from the air (<Jssurn ing you can get 
the glider though a gate or over a fence or 
boundary.) Fly wi th the student's alt imeter 
covered most of the time as they approach 
solo and go beyond solo, bui lding their 
confidence and height judgement - they w ill 
need it for their field landings. And fi nally, 
don' t be a slave to the card, if it's soarable 
don't teach c ircuits, use the height to teach 
coordination of controls, stalls, spins or 
U()Ss-country and leave circui ts for even ings 
and unsoarable days. 

I just assume, from day one, that al l rny 
students will fly cross-country. As the seed 
is now planted in their minds, being a 
cross-country pilot w ill become their goal, 
so more students will become cross-country 
pilots, sooner. (And my club, its future 
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Phase of sortie 

Just off the winch 
Thermallinglclimbing 

Cloud street/energy line! 

Inter-thermal soaring 

High (in a lonely thermal) 

High, time to land 

Circuit, approach 

Landing 

LDebrief--

instructors and glid ing in general wi ll 
become stronger.) 

I always head for therm<J I sources and take 
every thermal presented whilst low down <JS 
airt ime and height <lre so va luable to the 
student. This teaches soaring right from the 
st<t rt <Jnd also makes for multiple attempts 
and demos at the briefed exercise. Does this 
mean I alw<Jys climb? No. Does this mean 
that some flights are cut short by attempting 
to soar? it does, but my students w ill tel l 
you they have had some realistic change of 
landing area or landing direction exercises 
thrown at them. 

The biggest change, though, must be the 
addition of fun and emphasis on the positive. 
Bloggs signed up to gliding to have fun, not 
to go through a masochist ic exercise in box 
ticking and perfection. If you and the student 
h<Jve fun, then any progress is a bonus. 

Other cross-country related patter 
If we are to teach c ross-country attitudes and 
techniques we need even more patter: we 
must continue teaching while flying or 
climbing. Don't panic, as a cross-country 
pilot you know this patter by heart : 
"Whilst I sort this thermal out, look around 
and see where you think the source and 
trigger for it is." "That's right, the trees/ridge 
are the trigger and the source is .. . " 

"Th is thermal doesn't seem to have enough 
energy to climb right now; what do you think 
wi ll happen when we and the thermal drift 
back across that brown field downwind?" 

"G l ider joining us below, no conflict." 
"Glider our height, jo ining, potential 

conflict." 

Teach: 

Briefed exercise, whilst heading to lift 
Lool<lng over the nose to control attrtude 

Speed control whil t turning 

Maintaining angle ol bank 
Lookout (in turns) 

Trfmmlng 

Lookout 

Stall speed increases in the turn 

Tight (thermalling) turns 

Flying in straight lines 
Trimming 

Clouds, cloud watching, ground sources 
Stall symptoms, stalls, high speed stalls 

Reduced g (is not a symptom of a stall) 
Rolling on a heading 
Rudder is not for turning 

Post solo: Navigation 
Spin appreciation, spin recovery 

Past solo: Map reading 
Prolonged spins 

Airbrake attitude coordination 
Sideslip (directional control) 

Reference point (as BGA) 
Short field landings 
Crosswind landings 
Steering on the ground to avoid obstacles 

Steering to stay in the tractor tracks 
Emphasise the positive and reinforce the FUN 

"Look up; no, put your head right back 
and look directly up. See the cloud ... " 

"Look around cl minute and pick the 
hest cloud you can see, that if we weren't 
climbing right now we would fly to .. . 
Let's look again at it in iive turns ... Why is 
that the best cloud ?" 

"Where is the club! Always keep tr<tck 
of your position to the club and ensure you 
can get ba k for a safe circuit. If you lose 
the club look around for ... " 

"What is the . lope of the fields ahead? 
Which fields do you think might be suitable 
to land in? \1\lhat is the height of the crop? 
Which di rection would you approach it! 
Can you .ee the power cables?" 

Conclusion 
Gliding is abou t soaring cross-country. Not 
everybody w ill want to bang out 300km 
every weekend, but everybody who rema ins 
in the sport w ill get more out of it if they 
have the skill s to keep them in the air. We 
can and should teach those ski lls from clay 
one. I know that ridge sites, like Talgarth, 
teach their pilots to soar from the iirst les­
son. The BGA syllabus and those of us at 
flatland sites do not Jppcar to embed soar­
ing skills in our teaching from the beginning, 
but we can and we should, because pi lots 
who are taught to so<~r from day one will get 
more out of the sport, wi ll stay w ith the 
sport longer and wi ll put more back in. 

ThJt's my pitch. Your choice, instructor. 

With thanks to Simon, Liz, Tappo and Bri~n who haw 
all contributed to thi> article e.1ch in their unique w.1y 
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In 2005, the Union Flag flew nine 
times for British gliding. 

This was the result of a truly 
remarkable effort by the British 
Gliding Teams. 

This outstanding result could not 
have been achieved without the 
help and support of all of you 
who have contributed to the team. 

The team would like to thank all 
the members of UK gliding clubs 
for your contributions and your 
support. 

We are also indebted to our 
sponsors (see left) for their 
support, and we hope they will 
continue to be involved with 
the British team to enjoy future 
success. 

The challenge of the 2005 contests 
is past us, and we now face a 
new challenge: to use the British 
Gliding Team success to benefit 
all of gliding in the UK. 

To succeed in this challenge we 
will need even more help from 

· those who have the time and skills 
to assist us. 

Thank you again for your support. 

Brian Spreckley 
British Team Manager 

Standard Class, Junior World Gliding Championships, 

in the UK- Gold, Silver and Bronze (see pp34-36) 

Top: European Championships, Finland: Open Class 

Gold and Silver, and 15-Metre Class Bronze (see p38) 

Above: European Championships, S/ovakia: 
Standard Class Silver (see pp39-40} 

Women:S World Gliding Championship, Germany: 
Standard Class Silver and Bronze (see p4 1) 
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Practising at the Bicester Regionals 
AT BRIEFING every day during a camp, writes Red Staley, 

you generally swap comments with your neighbour about the 

task or lhe weather. Adam Woalley was my neighbour at 

Bicester- it was his practice for the Junior Worlds- and he 

came 8th in our Green Class al1er an exceptional eight-day 

camp in Adam Laws· ASW 19. Over idle chat I discovered an 

extremely commitled and focussed pilot. who at 21 has done 

lhe kind of flying I dream about. As a Bicester pilot, I wanted 

to find out from a visitor what sort of show we were putting on 

and Adam, who works as a commercial pilot for Queensland 

Aviation Services, kindly agreed to be interviewed: 

What was your most memorable day at Bicester? 

The flrsl day, when nearly everyone landed out. 11 was a good 

idea to leave early as the Severn valley breeze was likely to 

cause problems. I look every climb and flew at 55-60kt to 

Bidford, quickly to Wtnchcombe and steadily back to Bicester 

- but all three clouds on the way home failed to work. I landed 

al Enstone wtlh Mark Holden and lan Craigie. I came 5th and 

enJoyed myself. I reckon I was !lying at about 80 per cent, My 

best day was Day 2, the ftrsl area assigned task. I flew like a 

demon in tile first sector and got to Banbury with 1 hr 6 mins to 

go and not enough area in the second sector to get an optimum 

number of kilometres in the remaining time. Or so I thought, 

because I could have done another 50km if I had interpreted 

Win Pilot properly. In the event I came in 27 minutes early. 

I could have won !his day: I needed only another t 5km to go 

past the winner. My downfall was that I had set my Win Pilot to 

Queensland lime Australia! I promptly changed it to local lime .. 
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What were you expecting to find In UK camps? 

I was expecting to enjoy the camp. I had been told the British 

airspace is tricky, the weather inconsistent and the paddocks 

short. The paddocks were OK and at Bicester the weather was 

very consistent, like Aus. I waking up every day knowing that 

I was going to get a task. Even the scrubbed day was fly able 

but possibly not for the whole grid. I considered doing the task 

backwards for fun but in the end we had a tourist day. Bicester 

was a great learning experience and I remember that the 

atmosphere at briefing was quite electric with anticipation. 

What is your ideal day in Australia? 

I like a 6-8,000ff cloudbase (and I thoughllhey were completely 

metnc in Aus- Red) with some cu and 6 to 8kl flying wind. 

I tend to do better on weak days in Standard Class machines. 

What was you most difficult day at Bicester? 

Tile last day- an assigned area task around Worcester and 

Cheltenham then Bedford. I dipped tnlo the third area only as far 

as Northampton and went over three hours. I found what looked 

like the last cloud in the sky and climbed as high as I could. The 

final glide from 40km was pretty buttock-clenching as there was 

an 13kt headwind. I set60kl and as I passed 23km had 2.7001!, 

which was just enough for a straight-in approach and finish. 

How did you get sponsorship to get to the UK? 

Since the Junior Soaring movement is just• kicking off in Aus, 

there has been a Jot of support and enthusiasm. The Gltding 

Federation of Australia paid for our tickets and entries, as well 

as a bit extra for Mum. My team-mate. David McManus (/ell} 

and I put a proposal to Sportavia (www.sportavia.com.au), who 

became a major sponsor later on. The general gliding 

community were also kind enough to put In a few of their hard­

earned Aussie dollars. Thanks, everyone! If anyone is keen to 

come to Australia, email me and we'll see what we can do 

(go_soaring@hotmail.com). I I can highly recommend Sportavia 

in Tocumwal. they have great soaring and just about every glider 

you can dream of. 27 World Records in 97-98 - so it's sure to 

gel you some great flights' 

About /he author: John (Red) Staley belongs to Windrushers 

and Shenington GCs. He describes himself as a very average 

competition pilot in an excellent LS4 WL. He claims he does not 

gel enough practice or do enough camps and regularly ~ 
mhabits the back seat of a BGA glider at the Junior Nationals 

Racing 
Adam Woolley (right) offers 
a long-distance perspective on 
what racing in the UK is like 

A
FHR three months of weekend pr<Jctice with 

my t<-:'dlll-rn<lte David 1\lktvtanus, .1 i~.::'w thousJ.nd.) 

of hard-earned f\ussie dollars, 16,000km and 

21 hrs flight t ime later, Dave and I landed in the world 

of the Grc<1l Urits. Full of anti c ip<! tion, w e quickly shot nff 

to Bicester to le.:trn ;)bout the inten~ive ~Iirspace, the smdll 

fields and the IOGll nlnditions. We believe this g.we us 

a headstart on other teams ,miving justiJefore the m,1in 

event started: the first day of the junior Worlds .. 

After performing the art of grid squ,Jtting since 12.00, 

w e finally launched at 14.45 inlo J fore.ver-changing sky. 

Many of the- team~ ore blasting of(, running d .street south 

of track. Dave clnd I are just about to make a start, but 

sight un upwind street iorming. \ i\fe decide to hang back 

clnd rest~1rt. Getting lower ~1nd lowt:' r, latPr and L1ter, we 

finally get,, climh to base. I con'! believe il: it' s 1.550 on 

the first competition day \Vith hints thclt it cnuld shut down 

cJrly. My heart is racin)1 - here - we - go! We depart for 

Earith und r i.l nic:ely-form t-~d wet-looking street. Shortly 

aiter starting, the young Urits meet us in the iirst climbs 

.1nd help us on our w ay. Dave .1ncl I, not so g<HTlE', decide 

to hang in J.Skt 10 get higher. We later find they got a 3kt 

climb and man;)g<:.""ii to keep th<~ nevv distance on us to 

the encl. ;\fter the turn, onclitions improve and we're well 

on our way back, hut 35km frcJm hume1 things arc starting 

to look softer and marginal final glides look the norm. 

Dave and I pin our hopes on a small village 15km out 

,md m.1kt> it on to ,1 60kl glidP. A day that we w ent 

out to gel within 1 UUpls of the lead; accomplishC'd. 

Day 2, a smashing-looking sky: 4· 5kt to 5,000ft, a 

beaut Aussie sort of day. Nice start, an energy line 

on trdck: LJave and I wc•re soon on our way, pushing, 

pushing h<.lrd (or tlhlt elusive big climb. Uninrtunately 

it never c~mw. VVn soon found ourselves down lovv J5 km 

from home.~· with .:1 number of other-". V\/e couiU feel our 

speed plummet, 20-25km;h li'>r the day. Clouds bec,1mc 

scconcbry c1 s \VC.' tried to iind hot spots to get us nw ay. 

Dump 'l<>mc more wate-r, climh, climb. D-avp got ~l small 

bubble and '.vent skywzml, soon pushing on to find me a 

better climb. After some lime, the so-called therm.1l built 

into 4kt ~7lnd we put our racing boots b<1.ck on. t\(ter the 

extreme low slow spot, we were running with confidence 

and slowly pulling ba(.;k on others. Then the sky decided 

it'd pack itself in and m.1ke the rest of the journey slow, 

but we were high (\·veil, ior ~:l time, any\-vJy). Every no\-\' 

and then we 'd get in conti.lct with 1\~ark Parker, but every 

time going our ovvn ways. ny the. last turn, we managed to 

pull 1 Okm on Mark while the sky wds spelling gloom and 

doom. D,we and I could see only one rnule home in the 

dying sky. Somehow Parker ill<Tnagcd to pull 20km h,1 ck 

on his team-males m momen ts to finish home f<1st with the 

pack. If only we had known tow< it for htm! 550pls, but 

thankfully we got bt~ck - just. 

Day 3, and the Brits took great delight nt bri efing in 

scr(:"'E'ning <l weather m<1p showing a large rlepre55 ion over 

thl' centre of Aus - clue to losing the cricket and 450pts 

the previous day. We answ ered back in the best .possible 

w ay. After a planned late start, with conditions predi cted 

to go <1ll d.Ty long, 3-4kt climbs to 5,000ft aga in - let's 

h,-JVe some iun! On the first leg to Oxford F(1st, Oc.we ~md 

Sailplane & Gliding 

mailto:soaring@holmail.com
www.sportavia.comau


from Australia 

Opposite top.· Adam at Bicester and, below, team-mate 

Dave McManus and crew Charlie and Luke at Hus 8os. 

Right: in briefing with Dave at the Junior Worlds 

I catch the Brits and decid to hang on for dear l ife. 

Unfortunately, Oavo: missed a c nJcial rl imb As we've 

pr<.K tised, I wJ< able to pull him bc~ck 2 1 km haru und iast 

by the seconrl turn, Worcester. ·ln e Finnish team were 

soon w ith us, and forrnf-'<1 a ia<t gaggle. 1 0-15km frorn the 

turn, th Brits, Finn• and we all mad d iifcrent d >cisiuns 

but met i:lgain 40km lat •r. 'I hen it wa a case of hang on. 

We hit o soft p t h. nd cl imbed .lCCOrdingly, th ·Brit> 

leaving first nnd Au stes hanging back before dJShing 

18krn to the n«xt climb, the ,1me place lll th<~ 5dnle time. 

Oave the legend sighted a street out east which curved 

bd k towards the ·nntrol point nicely; the Brits W<! lll tor 

big clouds on track, The strL'Ct p.1 id oif .md we IMd .1 great 

lime sprinlu1A for home! b ,111d 7 ior us tod,ly- great fun! 

ur team of one m.1nt1ge;:-r, thrt.'C: er \<\l .1nrl ~1 couple oi 

pilols were vvurking re~lly well to 'f'lh(~r, having a great 

time and ju;t lov in~ the atmosphere. l his wJS obviously 

Dav 's .1nd my 1;)1 •est competi tion so i.Jr, and we both 

agreed that w e'd nev r been so rel,l xefl. I put th.Jt d<Jwn 

lo such .ln .1we:.onw upport n.'w here .on< I in A us. and 

an abso llttc credit to the organisJi it n, too. They got it 

i11SI right' ongr<~lS bnys .l nd gnls. 

M fnvourit fl ight would ltilVP to be the day >f)<'nt in 

th b lue. There were p lenty or haze CdpS w hen in the right 

' un, anc.J hy ju>t cru ising .1lung c.Jirect 0 11 trJck at AOkt, you 

wer ure to h it a cl imb sooner ur later. O.tve .md I chose 
to >tart arly due to the th reat of a sea-breeze. A very slow 

leg up to Melton Mowbray, we had visions ofi the whole 

neet overtaking us. and I think they had. We hit a ni e 

climb over the turn before headi ng , outh to Bedford, D.tvc 
and I ily ing do <;[y and conllucntly in tit blue, gliding, 

gliding, gliding until vve w~re qUite IOW1 getting J\vay rrom 

Corby in a couple knots. TheJJ we ran into trouble; my 

radto h.xl packed in and wa' only ,Jbk• lo receive. Luckily 

we had decirled on a set of rorf,,; in 'cl icks ' . Turning 

Bediord I got il rippt!r o f a run in >Oille good air, unable to 

p<•ss it on to O.wc. I could only press on. lJavc said he 

could see my next coupl<' of ·limbs ;oiler that, o then w e 

dectded it was be>t lu fly our own ilighls ior th ' day. 

I ran south of I rack vi<1 SOilll' villages, gelling lower ag<1in, 

I decide to chicken out and run lo a gaggle. Ahout <~ 

minute IJter, I lrXJkc>d hack to where I came (rnrn ,HJd ·,ow 

ll hugl-' h<'lZe dom<-' slreet running right down J vil lll~Y· 

I backe-d my juclgm nt ~nd went tu my origindl glide. 

Pi king up 32km at ,1n L./0 of 72:1 1 Th • w inntng mov of 

the day. Turn ins Chipping Warden I get J small cl imb to,, 

saie working hetght, c;atching up the first oi the Club Class 
I<Hh. There wer plenty of lh!:!ron~ l markers out ahead, 

notin(\ the Win Pilo t it was a case of gaggle munching after 
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th.Jtl just enough height now, r.lrld I'm runnin~1 1ovvards 

l)idcot. nee! there I wa> r w,m.IL'<i w ith a 4kt d imh, 

bottom to top. 'I h!:!n - haos. My PlJA fa t led and so I had 

no W inPilot ior the rcmaininf\ I 20krn-plus. Kf'€p it cooL 

Ad.mo ... Managed to xet it al l back tugeth •r dnd ilew tlw 

rest of the il ight via .; M.A.P. , nd (uniarnlhar) GPS2. 
Runninf\ along nicely, I pick up the lead lub las gaggle 

and get my i inal glide hnme. wher<: my legendary rcw 

Max th inks l'v •ot d good chance oi a top result (or the 

d, y. Second pl.1ce: 957pts! I'm rapped, dnd am now one 

place off my overall goal ior the cnmp: 15th. 

O n the last day I manag "'' to gf'l t<J that, by 57 points. 

A v ry memorable charnpionships. I've certamly taken ,, 

lot home irom this tremendous opportunity. I just c.m't 

wail to see how I measure up to my peers back home 

- and if I can beat my ialhcr now! Call me crazy. but 

I think I'll b' coming b.JCk to the UK ior a glid ing holicl.ly 

- befor ,my other c.h~'li mlliun. I iound th ilying su div rse 
Jnd inleresting: plenty o( gt-..u d ldnging. ~OmPti nl 

blasting Jlong, other times 'hanging 1 0 ' for the weather to 

change up track. In Aus it's fun, but very much cruise on. 

pull up, thermal away ami repeal - all at 90-110ktl Tlw 

atmosrhere around UK c lubs. and pecially camps is 

gre~t. I can s.:.oe why you all come back - and there is .1 lso 

grass on the fields, rather than th dirt and heat Ji Au,;. 

I certainly wouldn't have had a mud 1 iun " ' I did 

w ithout some key JX'Ople and hundr~~.ls of supporters 

ba k home. My tean'l-nMt , Dave, w e've done it, mate 

- the first i\ussiP team to su - cssfully tertm i ly dt ~J Wodds! 

I ccrt.J inly enjoyed al l our il ights together and many 

laugh; . O ur nJdll:lg · r. Paul Mander: you'r d lug kid, mar 
You've dune J terrific job of geUing us here, keepino; us on 

lh go anrl mi out of trou le! Max Kirschner, thanks for 

being th >most unreal Crew Chiei I ould 've imagined , 

k ' PI me relaxed am.l iocused at all tirn . O ur mate 

h:1rli.-, 01arl ie, Charlie, the ie •1-goo I man and er v 

chie.f oi Davc. ) h, how many good tirn s happened 

- I won't iorgel it for years, cheers. Luke/Ru'i"J(iwi, thanks 

for running around iu r us on the ground -s you in NZ 

sometime! And of course we c >rtainly wouldn't lx> here 

anrl d~ C01111 titive as "'re wer \Vithout the gen rous 

usage of lJcrek Westwo<Jd and R n Davidson's LS-H (1')4), 

and 'l ive Bruce's LS-8 (PBJ - fhank you! 

ongratulalions, MMk Parker on your number one >pot 

- definitely 'Cool, aim. Calculated' - definitely le rn t a 
lot oil you - h peful ly show you how it 's don - one day. 

Huge thurnb>-UP to all the GB t Jm, you cemtinly showed 

m w hy you're the lead country in ompetit ive 

so~ ring - One Team, O ne Aim - well dono! 

The steward's view 
' 'WILL YOU be Chief Steward at our Juniors?" The question 

from Brian Spreckley caught me off guard. as most of 

Brian·s questions do, but with the experience of crewing for 

my son at Nitra still fresh in my mind. a legitimate e:<cuse to 

get out of this at the nex1 worlds seemed a very good idea. So 

with little further ceremony I lound mysell appointed. The posi­

tion of Chiet Steward is relatively new in 1he organisational 

structure of FAI~sanctioned events. Its purpose is to provide 

continuity between successive World Gliding Championship 

organisa1ions, and maintain a uniformly high standard for such 

events. The organisation of a WGC is more complex than that 

required for a local competition. In this case the "national inter­

esr was looked after by a steering committee headed by Andy 

Davis while Ron Bridges and Harry Middlelon managed the 

domestic side of the organisation at Hus Bos. The end result 

was a very good competition and the BGA. the Harborough 

communi1y and The Soaring Centre can be justly proud. 

This was only the 41h Junior Worlds, but during the short 

history of the event the junior pilots have created their own 

specoal atmosphere; a unique blend of joie de vivre, sporting 

camaraderie and vigorous racing. The organisation very 

successlully harnessed this youlhlul exuberance and made it 

an integral part ol the character of this particular contest. 

Director Ran Bridges has a very experienced team who run 

regional and national championships on an annual basis and 

clearly understand the essential ingredients for a good aonlesl. 

The refreshingly can-do and friendly allilude was evident from 

ll1e oulse1, making pilot registra1ian. start time registration. 

logger re1rieval and gelling outlanding directions an absolute 

pleasure. Briefings were greeted with the same anticipation as 

your favourite "soap". They provtded an entertaining half-hour 

of goad humour and serious rhetoric; Eric Napoleon, lhe 

French Team Manager. described them as the best he had 

allended. The day's weather was presented simply and clearly, 

and the forecast was accurate. Task presentations were clear 

and the logic matched the forecast. Any local knowledge was 

always explained and particular allention given to the airspace. 

Given the complexity of UK weather and the tntncacy of the 

airspace this was greatly appreciated by the visiting pilots, 

and perhaps the reason why so lew airspace penalties were 

incurred. Daily prizegiving was handled with warmth and 

humour. pilots' participation was encouraged and despite the 

fact that Enghsh was not their forst language, they more than 

held their own in lhe triendly banter lhal ensued. Launching 

was managed very efficiently and the use or a sniHer reduced 

the number at relights to no more than one or two. Derek 

Westwood and Paul Crabb were the task-sellers: their planning 

was meticulous and their willingness to keep I heir options open 

certainly saved a mass ou!landing more than once, Their tasks 

presented the lowest possible risk at airspace violation and 

while challenging, remained within the majority's capability. 

Provisional scores were on the large plasma screen in the bar 

by the lime pilots came to hand in their Flight Recorders. 

UnoHicial scores were available later In the evening or if there 

were outlandings by the next morning. The fact that there were 

no oHicial complaints or protests is testament lo the quality 

of the organisation and their allenlion to detail. The evening 

entertainment was entirely suitable and thoroughly enjoyed 

by the crews il not by all the pilots. 

In short. the 4th FAI Junior 

Worlds was a memorable 

competition, extraordmarily 

well organised and executed, 

and it was a privilege to 

have been involved. 

Dick Bradley 

Sou1h Africa 
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4TH FAI JUNIOR WORLD GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Getting gliding's 
message across 
THE PRESENCE of the 4th FAI Junior Worlds at The Soaring 

Centre provided an excellent opponunity for the British Gliding 

Association to communicate just what is so special about 

gliding- its competitions, the wider spor1, and the way it is 

governed in the UK. So. on August 11, BGA volunteers and 

staff welcomed more than 35 guests to a hospitality day 

designed to show them what soaring is all about - and to give 

them a chance to try it themselves. Panicipants included 

local and national politicians. senior Government officials, 

and industry figures from the insurance and aviation worlds. 

An aerobatic competition between Guy Westgate and lan 

Tunstall supplied an insrght into one of the more spectacular 

aspects ol flight, persuading one guest to try aerobatting that 

afternoon: Annetle Flynn is seen above after flying with Guy 

Westgate. Even the weather obliged. with line. sunny soaring 

condltions, degenerating into thunderstorms only at the end of 

the day. Masterminded by BGA Chief Executive Pete Stratten 

and BGA vice-chairman Mike Jordy (a member of the host 

club). the event was intended - as part of the Association's 

ongoing relationships with stakeholders- to inform those 

people whose decisions may affect the BGA. The BGA hosts 

had a great lime and were delighted nearly all their guests 

chose to gel airborne. Here·s what two guests said later: 

Edward Garnier MP. Shadow 

HomE:! Affairs Minister {seen 

right with Mike Jordy in a Duo): 

"This event demonstrates 

that young people are 

able to take on challenges 

that require cool thinking, 

planning, technical skill and 

the ability to pusll themselves 

just that little bit further to win" 

Peter Hunt, Director. UK Airprox Board (seen below right with 

British Team member Patrick Naegeli): "I have learned much 

about the performance capabilities of modern sailplanes from 

Hugh Woodsend. UKAB's advisor on matters gliding, so the 

chance to meet and talk with expens was too good to miss. 

The day was extremely well organised: the opponunity to look 

over the different aircraff was well worthwhile: my llrst flight in a 

glider !or almost 50 years was very enjoyable and I am confident 

everyone went home with a smile on their lace: I cenainty did ... 

photos this column: Sid Gilmore 
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New Standards 
New World Champion Mark 
Parker (right) refl'ects on the 
Standard Class team's win 

N 0 SINGLE factor, decision, person, 
fluke or situation led us to win the 
worlds this year, and to explain exilctly 

how <J nd w hy we did would take forever. 
Rather, I think the over<J II effort was best 
described by Brian Spreckley way bock in 
November 2004, when we met as a team for 
the first time at Booker to discuss plilnning: 
"Think of this as a very long journey, thilt 
begins here and ends with one or all of you 
on the pod ium at Hus Bos" . W ith time to 
reflect, it certainly was <1 long journey that 
invo lved a lot of people, and it all came 
together in the two weeks of competition 
itself. However, for me, a number of 
moments in particular from those two weeks 
of flying stand out in my mi nd as important. 

After a solid first day in tricky conditions, 
day 2 was proving to be every bit as good as 
the forecast, but at around a quarter of the 
way into the 370km flight we bec<J m 
separated. On crossing a gap I caught pretty 
bad air and entered the next climb some 
400ft lower than Jon and Andy. As they 
climbed away in Skts I struggled in 2 and 
gradually fe ll further aw ay. lt was clear I was 
now in different air: we could not stay 
together any longer and I had to make my 
own flight to try and catch up. 

lt is difficult to express the overwhelming 
sense of d isappointment ilnd failure you feel 
as you watch your team-mates pull away. lt 
is something we had experienced in tr<Jining 
but when it happens for reill in a worlds it 
feels pretty crushing (it happened to all of us 
at s<Jme point in the comp). I turned off the 
radio , launched a few teddies out of the dv 
panel and tried to regilin some composure. 

The next time I spoke to the guys, things 
had actu<tlly got wars for me - they were 
15km from the last turn .. . I was 45! The 
radio went back off pretty quickly again after 
I heard that! Things then seemed to go okay 
for me from then on - I forced myself to 
relax <1 little, got height wi th a good cl imb, 
and started to notice I was overtaking people, 
so much so I thought it was worth finding 
out w here the guys were. They were now 
only about 1 Okm ahead, and I was really 
inspired by the obvious relief in their voices 
when they rea lised I had pulled back so 
much. I was sure I could almost see them 
ahe<Jd <Jnd their encouragement and help in 
calling their climbs really dragg cl me forward. 
I was particu larly taken aback by a call from 
Mark Ho lden in the Club Class : "R3, 424 
climbing ahead of you ... " ur final leg wils 
converging with the Club Class boys, and ilS 
well as fly ing their own race, they'd cot­
toned on to the fact I W<lS playing catch-up -
and were making a dedicJted effo rt to help. 

I finished only a few minutes 0fter )on <Jnd 
Andy, feeling pretty dejected that I had flown 
so bad ly, bu t the first people to greet me as 
I climbed out of R3 were Jon and Andy, 
grinning like idiots. "M ate, you've done it 
-pulled it ou t of the bag. We're first and 
second, and it looks like you've come third! " 
My mood changed in an instant: what 
I thought had been a terrible fl ight turned out 
to be a pretty good one, because of a bit of 
determination and five fantasti c team-males. 

A few days later, the tables were turned. In 
some d ifficult conditions early on <1 350km 
task, we became separaterl. I got the bubble, 
finding a good climb, which allowed me to 
push out into the better weather earlier than 
)on <Jnd Andy. I found myself 1 Okm ahead 
of )on, and Andy was a similat- distance 
behind Jon. Andy dec ided to go off rad io 
and make his own fl ight, while I fed as much 
information back to )on as I cou ld - position 
of c:l imbs/' trength and conditions ahead. Jon 
was gradually catching me for the rest of the 
flight, and right at the end, as I took a ve ry 
weak climb to oet me on to a marginal gl ide 
home, I saw Jon pu ll in about 600ft be low 
me in the Discus 2. I scraped home, but 
s0d ly )on d idn't climb and landed 1 Okm out. 
Andy did very well and m<Jnaged to reach 
)on's fie ld. I had real sense of failure, 
guilt almost, that I hod got home and my 

Back, L-R: coach Andy Oavis; captain Reb Rebbeck; 

Middle, L-R: !an Craigie; Andy May (Bronze. Std Class); 

Front, L-R: John Roberts; Mark Holden, Mark Parker, 

Gold, Std Class; Jon Meyer, Silver, Std Class (Alto) 
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team-mates hadn't. I knew I had achieved a 
reasonably good day re ult bur the guys wer 
sure to lose at least 200 points to the winner. 
I was a little worried what their mood would 
be like. I n edn'l have be n: I got a ca ll from 
)on in the field - our clo. est competitor at 
that time, the Dutch pilot )elmar Wassenn<:~r, 
was in the same field so we would sti ll hold 
the top three plac s, albeit in a different 
order. The guys were a lillle disappointed to 
have missed an opportun ity to build an even 
bigger lead, but all )on said to me was: 
"Nicely done, Mark and cheers for pulling 
m back so much" . 

By fl ying effectively together we'd mZ~n ­
CJged to hold the top three plilces since day 2. 
As we flew Mound before the stCJrt wingtip to 
wingt ip, we were pretty conspicuous and 
some teams ele ' ted to play th tacli _al game 
with us: find us in the start sector, wail for us 
to stCJrt, cross the line a ouple of minutes 
aft rand attempt to use us as lift markers 
and at ·h up. lt should not have bothered us, 
but on day 7 it did. The wea ther turned blue, 
and it was imperative that, as the task was 
370km, we shou ld start e;nly. A large gaggle 
se med to engulf us in the st.:trt sector; we 
wer annoyed that the already weak climbs 
were being weakened further by the g,1ggle; 
and in our attempts to lose them and find 
bett r climbs to get us up to a ensible start 
height, time w<Js being wasted. 1t was clear 
that the gaggle simply were not goin to 
leave until we did, <Jncl we eventu,1 lly left 
<Jt 2prn: way too late. 

We were lucky to get bCJck, but had flown 
together well and actually beat the gaggle 
th;:~t started ;:~ fter us. What we had failed to 
notice was that the r .al challengers - the 
Germans, Swiss and the Dutch - had flown 
their own flight - started at a sensible time, 
beat n us convinc ingly and taken a sizeable 
chunk out of our lead. This was a real wake­
up call for us. We had built a lead by doing 
our own thing, but allowing ourselves to be 
distracted by the tactical game meant we let 
some good pilots slip through. We made a 
firm decision thcr' and then not to > 

October ~ November 2005 

The Met man's view 
' 'MOST of the contest was dominated by northwesterties. 

quite strong at times with a ridge of high pressure to the 

south west. Frontal systems did affect the period but luckily 

most of the rain (and occasional thunderstorms) occurred either 

in the evening or overnight. The whole comp had very variable 

weather; every day seemed so different from the previous and 

many overseas pilots found this quite challenging. They had to 

continually change gear- as I did ! We had two or three nearly 

blue days: others were plagued by sheets of stratocu and 

spreadout of cu under the moist inversion around 5.00011. 

Day 8 proved to be rather peculiar. The flying winds were 

light southerly, not the best direction. there was potential for 

spreadout of cu and the visibility looked decidedly dodgy. 

However, soundings suggested strong thermals to 7,000ft. 

I was a bil coy about this so presented a cross-section with 

cloudbases to 5,500ft: much more realistic, I thought. I escaped 

Hus Bos for the atternoon and wasn't very happy about the 

look of the sky. I was amazed on my return to see that almost 

everyone had done the task, and some had climbed to 7,000ftl 

Day 6, August t6. was another interesting day and proved 

to be an important one for the British Standard Class team. I'd 

forecast a launch time round t 2.30 but things didn't really get 

going until about 13.00. A long task in somewhat moderate 

conditions. 4.000ft cloudbase, 2·3ktthermals and wl!h a cut-off 

time at 17.30 suggested starting early. Most people seemed to 

wart quite a long time before se"ing off and with the Tewkesbury 

TP showing signs of stratocu and general spreadout. which 

would slow everyone down. it looked as if lots of competitors 

might run out of day. And so it proved to be with only one of the 

three Standard Class British pilots getting ba_ck to Hus Bos. 

The last day was disappointing for me. as I thought the 

medium and upper cloud associated with a depression in the 

Nonh Sea would move away to the east. This would drag in a 
clean an unstable northwesterly. giving us a good day to end 

proceedings. Alas, it got very close - so close we could actually 

see the cumulus in the sunshine to the north west- but it failed 

to reach us in time and the day was scrubbed. 

In conclusion. this was definitely one of the more challenging 

competitions to forecast lor. No day was easy but I wouldn't 

have missed it for the world. lt was a joy to meet such diverse 

and interesting people - who all seemed to enjoy themselves 

immensely. 

Hugh Brookes joined the Met Office in 1958 and began fore­

casting for gliding contests In the 1980s. He has instructed and 

flown camps but says he is now as more of an armchair pilot 

This page, clockwise from top left: an interesting sky 

over LSB R3, lent to Mark for the camp by the RAFGSA; 

Mark and girlfriend Anna Wells; Met man Hugh briefs on 

the non-flyable last day's cross-section: senior Standard 

Class World Champion Andy Davis, who lent Discus 2a 

80, to Jon Meyer (right) for this comp, takes a look 

under the wing with him; European Bronze medallist 

Leigh Wells and Andy May launch an iPod attack on the 

grid: synchronised music from three car radios - loud 
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JUNIOR WORLDS 

L-R: former top international pilot Bernie Fitchen with BGA 

Chairman David Roberts and Competition Director Ron Bridges 

Closing ceremony 
THE WEATHER for the Junior Worlds' closing ceremony was a 

mixture of sunshine and cloud. but at least it didn't rain, backing 

up British Gliding Association Chairman David Roberts' comment 

!hat Brllain's reputation for unsuitable weather was undeserved. 

Having been introduced by Director Ron Bridges, David thanked 

- on behalf c l the British Gliding Association, which bid for the 

championships in 2002 - a long list of people and organisations 

who had contnbuted to the event. These included Harborough 

District Council, for the opening ceremony; the International 

Gliding Commission of the FA!, for having faith in the UK's ability 

to host the championships; UK Sport; and ASTRAC, the main 

sponsors. as well as all its other financial backers. He singled 

out for particular mention S&Gs printers, Greenshires Group of 

Leicester, who printed the oHicial brochure to a superb standard 

free of charge. He also thanked the organising team. led by 

Competition D1rector Ron Bridges; host club The Soaring 

Centre's members: the International Jury (Bruno Ramseyer from 

Ireland and Ross Mclntyre from New Zealand), and stewards 

Dick Bradley, Jaroslav Vach and Russell Cheetham: Standard 

Class World Champion Andy Davis, chairman of the event's 

Joint Steering Commitlee. and his team drawn lrom the BGA 

Executive Committee and The Soaring Centre: the BGA staff 

working in support of the organisers, and, of course, the pilots, 

crews and team captains. Glider pilot Phil King, representing 

ASTRAC. presented the ASTRAC trophy to the w1nning German 

Team while Andy. who presented the individual prizes. offered a 

word in another role. too: "As one of the British Team Coaches," 

he said, '1he performance of the Junior Team gave me great 

pleasure. Our pilots flew with great courage and determination to 

produce an outstanding team result. .. Finally, Ron Bridges oHi­

cially closed both the ceremony and the championships. 
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L-R: Dutch team captain Rietje raises a query with stewards 

Jaroslav Vach (Czech Republic) and D1ck Bradley (RSA) 

play the tactical game. As team captain Reb 
Rebbeck reminded us: "you've shown you 
can w in, so don' t change the formuiJ, keep 
doing w hat you've been doing all week." 

The renultimate clay did l ittle to improve 
my already less-than-ecstatic enthusiasm for 
assigned area tasks. After w hat fe lt to us like 
a fairly good run, we were slightly bemused 
to find we had finished pretty much last in 
the field, dropping 200 points and bringing 
Stefan Leutenneggar uncomfortably close 
to us in points. A ll to play for on the last day 
- no one s<1 id it was going to be easy! 

I will never forget that last day. 6kt climbs, 
cloudb<tses in excess of 6,000ft, cruising at 
more than 1 OOkt. )on was rea lly on form, 
finishing at 112km/h to w in the (!Jy. O ne 
point stands out: as Andy and I headed 
home about 70km out, the sky w as looking a 
hit sketchy. Andy Oavis c<J IIed us to let us 
know thilt at the speed we were going, we 
were all w inning the day. Shortly Jfterwarcl , 
Andy and I pull d into an extraordi nary 7kt 
c limb, w hich put us on glide. A.s the last day 
of the comp was s rubbed this happened 
to be our last climb of the worlds. As w 
spiralled up, I remember thinking someone 
up th re must have been smiling on us. 

Flying the worlds w as a trange, fantasti 
and utterly unforg tl-able xperience for m , 
and we owe many people a great dea l. First 
of all the BGA, who right from the beginning 
supported and trained us. The organisation at 
Hus Bos, wh ich quite imply was excellent 
and did 'us proud. The upport we received 
all week from members of the British gliding 
movement as <J w hole, whether phone ca lls, 
emails, messages on the worlds website, or 
simply turning up to w i h us well , w as over­
whelming and inspirational. My person<J I 
thanks go to the RAFGSA and Bannerdown 
Gliding Club for the use oi their LS8, R3. 

Particular thanks goes to our coaches, 
led by Brian Spreckley Jnd Andy Oavis. 
A ll week, the team had on hand the likes 
of Andy himself, Robin M ay, Mike Young, 
Pete M <J sson, Jez <J nd Rich Hood and Martyn 
Wel ls. Th ir dedicated support, and the 
wealth of experience, knowledge and advi e 
we could draw from, was invaluable. Thanks 
to team captain Reh for keeping us on the 
straight <Jnd narrow, and workin , so hard 
for us. There are many more people who 
together, through sheer generosity and hard 

Dutch team's view 
' ' OUR team represented the Netherlands in the best possible 

way. EVERYBODY is proud of them - even team captains 

from other countries told us they were sorry we did not find 

a place in the top three: several said we should have been 

there. Our team was the biggest. with three Standard and three 

Club Class pilots, seven crew members (very important!) one 

good-looking Assistant Team Captain, Maaike, and myself as 

Team Captain - and the hotlest issue was that lhe 15 of us 

were ONE. That was our secret! Even in other teams I never 

lelt such unity: together we were strong. Team spirit ("Holy shil, 

this is cool" - to speak the boys' language) was the feeling 

every day. And it showed in the results. with several day wins 

The winning team stand united on the top of the podium 

work, supported us and got the team to the 
worlds; it's with regret that I cannot possibly 
mention them all here. 

The bu ild up to, and competing in, the 
worlds sh ifted my outlook on gliding. I have 
always found glid ing a fairly self-centred 
sport : me aga inst the weather, the clock, the 
other competitors, or w hatever. Fly ing as a 
team turned " me" into " us" and made the 
flying itself o much more rewarding, not 
least because I was so fortunate to have such 
fantastic team-mates in )ohnny Roberts, 
Mark Holden and lan Craigie in the Club 
Class, and )on Meyer and Andy May fl ying 
with me in the Standard Class. We flew 
together well because we got on so well , we 
are of equal skil l (albeit with slightl y differ­
ing styles) Jnd above all h<Jd implicit trust in 
each other's abil ity'· nd motivation. I would 
rather have won bronze, and seen my team­
mate~ fi rst and second, than win a gold and 
be on the podium alone, and I know they 
fel t the sam . W knew we could not do it 
alone so any uccess i equally shared. 

I don't r ca ll being presented w ith a single 
opportunity at the worlds that, if seized, 
would win the comp. We were, however, 
presented on every flight wi th lots of chances 
to throw it· awny. The proof for me that I was 
in a good team was that when we were 
together, wingtip to wingtip, we never it in 
any real danger of making those comp-losing 
mistakes. Together we stand, divided we fall. 
So we stuck together in the air, and stood 
together on the centre stage of the podium. 

and high scores. The boys made mistakes too but swallowed 

this and were betler the next day. "If we'd had only a week 

more," lhey said, "we'd have won!" We mixed very easily with 

all teams and made lots cl friends. We were the first team to 

lower our flag after the tragic accident in which our friend Neil 

Lawson died. On a happier note, with four other teams we won 

lhe International Games, and organised the International 

Evening with great success under Maaike's supervision. I am 

sure Hus Bos will be remembered by everybody as a great. fair 

contest with nine days flying and fantastic results. We, the 

Dutch Team will NEVER forget Hus Bos and I think we are in 

the hearts of all Hus Bos and other English friends - and those 

lrom all over the world! That's what a World Junior Gliding 

Competition should do - and did. Rietje Schuit de Luij 
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The club to join 
From a phone box in Canada, 
champion Christoph Nacke 
told S&G how the German team 
won Club Class Silver and Gold 

AN INTERNATIONAL competition in 
a country you 've never visited, when 
you haven't flown for 13 months and 

own only an inexpensive glider anyway .. . 
it all sounds like a recipe for propping up 
the bottom of the ran kings. And 25-year-olcl 
Christoph Nacke, who found himself in just 
this situation in August, admits he expected 
to perform "horribly" at the Junior Worlds. 
But, grounded on a year's student placement 
in Canada, he had concentrated on mental 
preparation learned from Florian Kirchberger 
on the German juniors tra ining programme. 
And on arrival at Hus Bos, after travelling 
from Canada via Germany, his LS1 cl turned 
out to be an advantag . For team-mate Jan 
Rothhardt was also in an LS1 d, and after 
practice flights together, this iniluenced their 
decision to team fly. While they had plenty 
of team flying experience, they had only 
ever flown against each other, so they were 
sceptical. But they tried it- to superb effect. 

" I think the key factor for winning in the 
British conditions," says Christoph, "w as the 
close team flying with Jan. In Germany, we 
h<JVe two types of team flying: 'close team', 
where you fly shoulder to shou lder and try 
never to let any difference of distance or 
altitude occur, ;~nd ' info team', where you 
pilss on information, for example about 
conditions. Two days before the end of the 
practice week, we decided to fly 'close 
team'. Even though I had wanted to fly all 
by myself, it was the right decision, although 
I didn' t know then how important it was 
going to be. Our coaches said that our radio 
communication sounded very effective and 
the psychology was good on the ground 
and in the air, so we would waste our 
chance if we didn't try it. And we were both 
flying LS1 ds - if we'd had different gliders 
perhaps it wouldn' t have worked so well. " 

L-R: Andy Davis, Jan. Christoph and Roman Mracek 

October - November 2005 

But what made team flying so crucial? 
"With fairly low cloudbases," explains 
Christoph, "i t was important to catch the 
therma ls relatively quickly: we had to take 
many of tht'lll, so the advant<Jge of team 
flying was that much bigger than in, say, 
somewhere like Poland, where you have 
se vera I more tries before you a re on the 
ground. This meant we were able to fly 
consistently, mostly placing in the top ten, 
which was good but not special. lt just 
seemed to work very well, with )an being 
a very calm person in critical situations, 
often ca lming me down, while I'm usually 
taking the role of the hyperactive or aggressive 
pilot. I was the one always pushing, pushing 
- he kept an overview on tactics and strategy 
-and it all levelled out in the end." 

How did Christoph, who had never been 
to the UK before, find flying in this country? 
" I knew we were going to be under low 
cloudbases," he says, " but that was less of a 
problem thiln I thought as distances between 
thermals turned out to be rather small. For 
this competition the weather was excellent; 
it wouldn't have been as good in continental 
Europe. I assume we were rather lucky with 
nine flying days. Both the outlanding situa­
tion and the weather turned out to be better 
than we thought but the airspace surprised 
us and flying without those small handheld 
computers would have been impossible." 

Who, then, did the Germans regard as 
their closest rivals? The Dutch pilot L euwe 
RunhaM was one: " His big disadvantage," 
says Christoph, "was that he was not flying 
in a team so he was doing very well on the 
good days but on the bad weather days, 
flying on his own, he was at a disadvantage. 
Luckily there were enough bad weather 
days!" Another person to respect was Bert 
Sc:hmelzer from B lgium: "An excellent pilot 
and a very nice person," says Christoph, 
"but he was unlucky in the first few days 
of the competition." Their most serious rival, 
though, they saw as Roman Mracek, the 
Czech pilot who eventually took the Bronze 
and whose previous form includes national 
Standard Class Champion ahead of excellent 
pilots like Tomas Suchanek. "Rornan was the 
person we internally expected to win, and 
he was in first place by 100 points at the 
start of the penultimate day," says Christoph. 
" lt looked like being <J challenge to beat him 
with only two days left <Jnd we decided to 
fly quite aggressively." By the end of the day 
they had narrowed his lead, to just 30 po ints 
ahead of )an and 8 on Christoph. "So for 
what looked like the last day of flying," 

Jl says Christoph, "the task was to somehow 
~ get Jan and myself ahead. We chose to start 
~ fairly late, against al l the advice from our 
g team coaches, who were jumping around 

on the ground. By the time we did start they 
were seriously mad at us. Luckily we had a 

Phi/ King (right), representing the event's main sponsors 

ASTRAC, presented the ASTRAC Trophy for the best 

team to the Germans. The Italian Team came second 

and the British were third (Sid Gilmore) 

good first leg and caught the Czech team. 
We had a handicap advantage of about 
30 points so we knew if we stayed with him 
round the task we wou ld w in. The Czech 
team were trying everything in their power 
to get rid of us, understandably, but we were 
able to stick with them until towards the nd 
of the task. Here the weather got bad and 
there was a danger of being overtaken by 
people behind us, so the flight turned into a 
great collabor<Jtion between the Czech and 
German te<Jms to get u all home." That was 
the day lub Class Brits M ark Ho lden and 
Johnny Roberts placed first and second. 

So what is Christoph's lasting mem ry of 
the Junior Worlds- apart from winning? 
" I think what I especia lly liked about this 
competition," he says, "is thilt everyone was 
very well prepared and seemed to do their 
job really cxceJiently but at the same time 
there was a surprisingly relaxed atmosphere 
and that's different to many other competitions 
I have attended. This is something I found 
very special about Hus Bos." ~ 

Christoph, a biot ' Chnology student ;:md a m mb r of 

the Aer -Club Braunschweig, took up gliding il l o f 14. 

He has 1 ,250hrs and has competed in 16 contests - his 

prouriest previous result.s a win in a 2001 imemational 

mi litary comp al Elverum, p iJcing third in the 2001 

oupe de France at St Aub<Jn, Jnrltlwd 1n the German 

senior Cluh Class Nationals in 2003- the , , ·ull which 

emncd him his place at the Junior Worlds. His crew at 

Hus flos wos his brothe r, 13ernhard . Team plain wa; 

Reiner Win> , k and r oJ h wa Peter LJ.cknt:r 

Christoph, on the grid, anticipates victory as Jan smiles 
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EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS, FINLAND AND SLOVAK REPUBLIC 

Rayskala will be remembered 
for setting more than 1 ,OOOkm 
for the Open Class. Gold 
medallist Pete Harvey reports 

THEY interrupted the opening ceremony 
to ask all team captains to sign a 
sheet accepting a change to the usua l 

1 O.OOam briefing. The forecast was brilliant, 
so they wanted an 8.30am briefing and to go 
a L NG way. Thus the world's fi rst 1 ,OOOkm 
hampionship task was set to kick off the 

2005 EuropeJn Championships! just mega. 
You can imag ine the buzz of excitement. 

Fair !Jiay to the Finns. The opening 
ceremony was low key, informal even, and 
the musi delightful. The meet director, 
Sil va, gave the announcements then sang as 
tenor in the choir' Lucki ly Terry jo int hasn't 
thought that one up yet. 

By 9.00am we were failin miserably to 
fo ld our maps in a way to follow the 
1011 .8km task. More origJmi practice. 

The org;:misers hild pulled in some serious 
favours Js the Finnish airspace magically 
disappeared. Imagine Daventry CTA being 
raised to 8,000ft for the d<Jy: you get the idea. 

First IJunch at 10.30 ,1s the first scraggy 
bits of cu were forming in il gin-clear, sunny 
sky. it's the type of morning we dream about 
all w inter. Kim Tipple, Russell Cheetham and 
I set off 10 minutes after the w indow opened 
at 11 .15am. Base was already S,OOOft and 
cores of 4kt. Then it was run, run, run . 
Within half an hour it was cleilr we were in 
the lead gaggle with all the usual suspects­
Germans, French, Polish, etc. As we headed 
north after the first TP, we encountered sea 
air and put the brakes on. Very quickly there 
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w as just on gaggle - the whole 23 Open 
Class in it! 

After pushing gently into better air, the 
brakes went off and over the next two hours 
we slowly stretched th gaggle, until one by 
one the others fel l off, leaving the Germans, 
top French pilot 'GG' Lherm and ourselves. 
Good strateg ic positioning, team GB. 

We turned the south most TP and headed 
for the farthest east turn - a mere 274km 
away. We'd already done a SOOkm by now. 

We'd planned 120km/h, making the over­
all tJsk about eight hours, and for the first 
four hours it looked that way. As we headed 
east, it soon be ame apparent that the cu 
stopped, leaving huge blue gaps to negotiate. 

We slowed down again and searched 
desperately for the climb at the cu to ensure 
crossing gap number one. I found 3kt, but 
Russ, slightl y lower, went daft and left. 
Quickly h found Skt and we rushed over to 
climb up to 7,300ft and back up to the 
Germans (whom we'd careless ly allowed 
ahead - actually it was my fau lt for a routing 
malfunction - went the w rong way). Some 
20 minutes of glid ing later nd w were 
s rabbl ing for another climb under some 
more scm •s of cu. Clearl y the air was not so 
good her and our eight-hour master pl iln 
went to worms. The question we were asking 
ourselves was: "Could we get back?" 

The gaggle was now Rus , myself, the two 
Germans, Tassi lo and Reinhard, and Lherm. 
Kim was just behind us w ith a couple of oth­
ers and would be able to connect back with 
one good climb. Reinhard in a Nimbus 4DM 
was obviously heavier, but he could also 
make it climb! I've never known a two-seater 
stay with the single-seaters over a long task. 
He flew superbly, weaving around the clouds 

to find the better li ft. One to watch (current 
German Standard Class champ too). 

Over the next hour we took it in turns to 
le<Jd off, but w hatever we did the gaggle 
stayed together. With conditions mainly blue 
we wanted to stay together. With that class 
of gaggle, we could optimise the sky - find 
the best cores, not get in each other's way 
;md jointly decide the ptimal routing. Good 
company for the conditions. In fact there 
was considerable waving between the 
cockpits as we smooth ly gl ided between the 
slowly decreasing lift. 

As 7.00pm passed we were feeling a little 
more optimistic. Conditions were not any 
better, but it was sti ll working, fortunately 
w ithout the prospect of a quick switch-off. 
The knack now was to play safe, stay with 
the gaggle and get home. The scoring 
difference over eight hours wou ld be 
negligib le. Thus, some 50km out, I found the 
last thermal of the day. We c limbed to 
1 ,OOOft ov r glide, MacCre.ady 3 and set off. 

After being w inched out of the cockpit, 
I felt stunned. Over the next hour almost all 
the field arrived. We dr;mk beer, but not too 
much si nee the next day's forecilst was 
excellent, too. The 15-Metrc Class shouldn't 
be overlooked. Their task was 833km. That's 
a record too. Someone did tota l up day 
one's mileage, but I can' t remember the 
astronomica l total ' 

There ilren' t many places in the world that 
hilve two 1 ,OOOkm days in succession (the 
open ing ceremony day was awesome). 
There aren't many organisers that wou ld 
dare to do it. Well done, Si lva! 

Main picture: Pete Harvey finishing (julia Binks) 

Text reproduced with thanks to \¥Ww.glidingtuJm.co.uk 
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Open Class (Rayskala) 
1. Peter Harvey (GBR, Nimbus 4T N1)- 10968 
2. Russell Cheetham (GBR, ASW 22 E2)- 10849 

3. Gerard Lherm (FRA, Nimbus 4T EC) 10635 
10. Kim Tipple (GBR, Nimbus 4T 176)- 9475 

15-Metre Class (Rayskiila) 
1. Steven Raimond (NTH. ASW 27 1 R) - 10024 

2. Janusz Centka (POL, Diana 2 BB)- 9856 
3. Leigh Wells (GBR, Ventus 2 LE)- 9735 
16. Patrick Naegeli (GBR, Ventus 2 520)- 8298 

Full results· www.egc2005.fi' 

Standard Class (Nitra, Slovakla) 
1. Pavel Louzecky (CZE. LS8A JB) - 6480 
2. Andrew Davis (GBR, Discus 2A 80)- 6066 

3. Olivier Darroze (FRA, Discus 2A FT) - 6023 

10. Stephen Crabb (IRL, LS8S/15m C65)- 5495 

21. Jez Hood (GBR, LS8A 352) - 4891 

18-Metre Class (Nitre, Slovakia) 
1. Wolfgang Janowitsch (AUT, Ventus 2CX WO) - 6454 

2. Ralf Fischer (GER, LS 10/18m 10)- 6298 
3. Petr Krejcirik (CZE, Ventus C/17.6m LF) - 6124 

5. Phil Jones (GBR, Ventus 2CX 210) -5917 

9. Sieve Jones (GBR, Ventus 2CXT 250)- 5614 

Club Class (Nitre Slovakia) 
1. Sebastian Kawa (POL, Jantar Std 3 BZ)- 6640 

2. Frank Hahn (DEN, ASW15A HI)- 6438 
3. Petr Koutny (CZE, Std Cirrus CX)- 6119 

15. Owain Waiters (GBR, Std Cirrus GW)- 5187 

21. Jay Rebbeck (GBR, Cirrus75 GY)- 4872 

Full results: www.mtra2005.sk; 

Above. from /eh: Pete Harvey and Russe/1 Cheetham 

(Gold and Silver respectively, Open Class) with Leigh 
Below: Bronze medallist Leigh in Finland (Julia Binks) 
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Silver in Nitra 
Andy Davis gives a view from 
the Standard Class on how the 
Brits fought back at Nitra 

S
LOVAKIA is a relcltivc~ ly small country, 
430km long and <1 maximum of 
200km deep. it is also mountainous: 

the Carpathian mountains sweeping irom the 
capital Bucharest in the south-west of the 
country in a vast arc fir t to the north-east 
and then nway to the east. Mostly wooded 
ridges with isolated rocky outcrops, thes 
reach their highest point in the rugged 
8,500ft peaks forming Slovakia's northun 
border, with Poland. Just to the north of c n­
tral Slovakia the Tatra range - align d east­
west -- rise. to 6,700ft. The town and air­
field oi Nitra are some 60km from Budapest 
and lie at the toe of a wooded ridge that 
runs away north-eastwards, ris ing steadily 
higher into the Tatra range. To the south of 
Nitra a plain leads to the river Danube ­
Slovakia's southern boundary with Hungary. 
East of Nitr<J the terrain consists of farmland 
interspersed with undulating wooded hills. 

The Slovakian airspace structure is v ~ry 
complex with many TMAs, restricted areas 
and military training areas. The Bratislava 
TMA prevents glider flights more than a few 
kilometres to the west of Nitr<l and a large 
TMA Jround Sliac in the centre of the 
country effectively restri ·ts the ;waiiJble task 
area to the shaf.le of a letter "C" with Nitra 
just under half way down the side of the 
"C." Fortunately, the competition organisa­
tion had negotiated for the tacti al r ' iease of 
some of the airspace on , daily basis, partic­
ularly of military tra in ing areas at the week­
ends. Agreements with the neighbouring 
Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland to 
allow tasks to be set acros their borders also 
helped. 

This was the setting for the Club, 18-Metrc 
and Standard Cle1 ss European Championships 
in July 2005. Representing the UK were 
Owain Waiters and Jay Rebbeck in the 
Club Class, Steve and Phi I ]ones in the 
18-Melre Class and jez Hood and I in the 
Standard Class. This rep rt con enlrates on 
the latter. For variou rea ons I felt my 
preparation ior the competition hadn't been 
good . jez and I had manacred only a few 
days' flying and training together in rJther 
poor weath r in the UK. A long weekend 
flying tog ther in Nitra in May was usefu l, 
but frustrating in that the weather on ly 
allowed one explor<:1tory flight into the lower 
mountains. Although we quickly set tled into 
our team flying routine, I was concerned 
I was seriously off form and making lots of 
avoicbble mistakes whilst Jez. was flying very 
well. Having said that, I was rea lly lookin 
forward to the contest, I had a team-mat at 
the top of his game and everybody thought 

the tasks would be flown in consistently 
good rac ing we<Jther well above the terrain, 
with high cloudb<l Ses and strong thermals. 

We drove across Europe in spectacularly 
good soaring conditions, but after our arrival 
the weilther took a dramali · turn for the 
worse. We managed only one c;hort noss­
countl·y in the contest practi e week and 
I had still seen only a small area of the lower 
mountains. Despite assurances we would be 
tasked into the mountains only under high 
cloudbases I had an uneasy f eling that lack 
of local knowledge would be a significant 
disadvantage. In retrospect, the Czech and 
Slovak pilots, team fly ing together, had a 
major advantage with local knowledge not 
only of the mountains, but also of the ffects 
of the Danube valley. 

The competition started with a series of 
difficult, stormy d<Jys. With storms both fore­
cast for the mountain~ and clearly visible on 
the weather radar before take-off, we were 
tasked with turning points in the mountains. 
We took off in rain a showers bore clown on 
the airfi Id, held some distance , way and 
listened to ground reports of lightning and 
strong winds. Eventually we were able to 
start. Flying was a mixtme of strong climbs 
and high-speed runs olong the storm fronts 
in terspersed with weak climbs in rain or 
holding whilst trying to work out what to do 
next. Sooner or later there would b a critical 
decision to go I fr or right of a storrn, pass 
through torrential rain, fly over hills covered 
in c loud or commit to a probable field 
landing in poor terrain and heavy r<:1in. 

Often forbidden airspace blocked the only 
soarable option. Jez and I wer not prepared 
to accept the level of clang r associated with 
some of the options nor were we prepared 
to fly in torrential rain <1nd zero visibility 
without our cloud flying in truments. We 
failed to complete the first three tasks and as 
a result after contest clay number 2 were 
lying 15th and 16th ove1·a ll. Fortunately, as 
the scoring system h<Jd deva lued the first few 
days we weren't too far behind in terms of 
points. We remained positiv , firmly believing 
that in stra ightforward racing weather we 
would be able to give a good ac oun t of 
ourselves and mov into the top positions. 

Despite these early setbacks, to remain 
focussed, Pami (my wife and crew ) and I 
stuck rigidly to our nonnc I daily competition 
routine. For me that involves early night , 
sensible diet and no alcohol before or during 
the competit ion. All the glider preparations 
were carried out as usual in good time dai ly 
before briefin , with [>;:Jmi helping out in the 
wider team tasks while I am flying. 

Finally, we got reasonable weather and a 
300km-plus racing task. I had a blinding start 
to the flight and moved 20km or so ahead of 
jez, but a_ J resu lt of being off form made 
one avoidable error, allowino jez to catch ::.> 
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up. We then flew together smoothly and 
effectively to place 5th and 4th for the day 
respec tively, considerably improving our 
overall positions. it was a great confidenc 
boost and confirmed our belief that in r<J cing 
weather we had the potential to win . 

An AAT followed ,1nd I had a stroke of 
luck, being on of a small group of gliders 
contacting wa v after the opening of the 
start line. Thi s allowed me to climb to th e 
max imum permitted altitude and was too 
good an opportunity to pass up. With Jez's 
agreement I started from thi s altitude and 
had another fast fli ght, only to throw away a 
potentiCJ I day win with what was to become 
an unwelcome habit, iln unnecessary low 
point nea r the Danube and resultant wea k 
climb wasting precious minutes. 
Nevertheless another good clay periorrnance 
and my overall position improv d to 5th. 

Jez meanwhile had a nightmare, unable to 
climb in the wave-depressed start zone, 
eventually starting late and fa ll ing vi ctim to 
the earl y shutoff in Lhe Danube valley air. 
Alth ough he stuck at the contest stoi cally, 
I <Jm sure that jez was badly affected for at 
least a week after being bitten by a bat in 
his hotel room followed by a long night in 
hospital with all the worries about rab ies 
and eventually requiring a very unpleasant 
course of trea tment throughout the contest. 

The following clay, July 17, brought 
another forec<:~st of ea rly rain showers in the 
mountains. Although the other cl asses were 
once again set a TP in the moun ta ins, we 
were set a 45km task, with the first turn well 
to th e east and then a final turn south of the 
Danube to the south-west of Nitra. Barely 
so<Jrable locally after l<.lllnch, cloud buil t up 
quickly and soon we were receiving reports 
of rain showers not only in the mountains but 
al so drifting towards the mid point of our first 
leg. An initial fast run w as followed by a long 
slow glide from cloudbase across a dead gap 
behind a shower into glorious conditions near 
the first turn . 'limbing to cloudbas at 
7,000ft. near the turn, I set off on the second 
leg in the company of half the Standard Class 
with Jez a short w <J y behind. Initially there 
were a few iso lated small cu and we climbed 
steadily under th em, but soon w ' reached il 

large and decaying shower. Here the large 
gagg l broke up as pilots made different dec i­
sions on how to tackl e the problem. Spotting 
distant brightness behind the shower I flew 
towards it through the rain with the French 
and Swiss in close comp ny. Breaking out 
into hazy but sunny air, we turned on track 
towards the second TP. After gliding some 
1 Okm in completely smooth air, I slowed 
down ID best glide speed and continued in 
line abrea. t with these other gliders looking 
for any blue th rmal we could find. We con­
tinued in completely smooth air until w land­
ed. The vast majority of the class thus fell vi c­
tim to the curse of the Danube within a few 
kilometr s of a h other, having flown about 
200km. 

I was shocked to discover on arri va l back 
at Nitra that Slovak pilot Vil liam Kubovcik, 
and Czech pilot Pavel Louzecky, the eventual 
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European Standard Class Silver medallist and current 

World Champion Andy Davis on the podium at Nitra 

w inner of the competition , had flown over 
300km. They gained 340 po ints on us as a 
result of this flight, with Pavel moving into a 
clear 400-point lead and Villi am moving up 
to 2nd overall. I subsequently discovered 
they had detoured a long way to th e north 
on the se ond leg, routin g almost back to 
Nitra, before heading south and across the 
Danube at a right <Jn gle. Loca l knowledge, 
or perhaps loca l inform ati on, was clearly a 
key ingredient of th eir day's success. 

Another AAT followed and our strat gy 
involved a long flight to the east along the 
Tatra ridge past Chopok, then jumping one 
mountain range to the north and foll owing 
the ridge line west of Martin airfield back to 
Nitra. The. initial part of the flight went very 
well with J z and I climbing up together in a 
strong thermal under beautiful high-based 
cumulus just short of the Tatra ridge. Moving 
towards the ridge we were dismayed to find 
cloudbase descending with our glide angle 
and the ridge in shadow from eight-eighths 
spreadout and gliders visible low ahead. 
Turning away from the ridge, slowing down 
and stretching our glides to distant cu and 
sunshine, lez and I h<Jd different opinions 
how best to proceed; he turned I ft to a 
building cu in th valley whil st I took a 
gamble on continuing ahead to max imi se 
my distance in th e sector before turning. 
A rather uncomfortable low point foll owed 
but after climbing up, I was then able to 
head at a patch of brightness on the rocky 
face of the mountain near Chopok, climb up 
the iace of the mountain and fly over the top 
to the north. O ne more good climb put me 
1OOft <Jbove the spine of the high mountains 
along the Polish bord r ancl I continued with 
the original plan follow lllg the ridge line 
west of Martin back towards 1\Jitra and 2nd 
place for the clay, moving up into 4th place 
overall. jez had been unable to get above 
th e north ern ridge ncl had been forced to 
cross th e valley on to the low hills e<Jst of 
Martin, eventually landing out with several 
other gliders in th at area. 

The next day was scrubbed and Jez and I 
took the opportunity to review our progress 
and discuss our objectives for the remaining 
few days. We had found it a frustrating 
competition and were disaJJPOinted with our 

perform ances so far. I told Jez th at in my 
opinion he had been flying rea lly well , 
much better than me. I generall y couldn' t 
keep up with him and felt th at he had been 
unlucky with a few critica l dec isions. lt was 
import ant to recognise that the Standard 
Class Europea n Ch<1mpionships is a very big 
step up from his previous contests and that it 
was necessary to learn from and build on his 
experiences at Nitra. We both admitted to 
being unable to read the Slovak sky and 
interpret the clouds, but with th e possibility 
of better air arriving behind th e front we 
hoped for a more familiar sky. I had not 
been flying well , but by sticking to my routine 
and rem<Jining focussed had dragged myse lf 
back into contention for a medal, although 
I had to concede that Gold was out of reach 
unless Pavel made a catastrophic error. We 
agreed to adopt a very positive approach to 
leave Nitr<J w ith our confidence restored and 
feeling that we could compete as we ll as or 
better than anybody else at this leve l. 
Additionally, a medal was within my re<1ch 
and I intended to be on the podium. 

The l<1st few ra e did indeed produce 
some good results for us at the top of the 
daily rankings . I was in 3rcl place ovemll just 
a few points short of 2nd after flying on the 
penultimate d<Jy <Jnd was fortunate that the 
organisation managed to squeeze task 
out of the last day. My final gamble of the 
competition didn 't quite work out when 
I stretched it just a little bit too far (ri ght to 
the end!) in the last sector of the final day's 
AAT and had to take <1 weak cJimb to gel 
away from the dreaded Danube valley, but 
I was still fast enough to fin ally overhaul 
Villi am Kubovnik and move into the Silver 
medal position ahead of the other on­
tenders. I was never likely to catch Pavel 
Louzecky, who flew a very good competi­
ti on to win a well-deserved gold . 

Jez flew a heautiiul final day flight for 4th 
place, and all the other British Team pilots 
had an outstanding day: Steve and Phil ]ones 
plac ing 1st and 3rcl in the 18-Metre Class to 
improve their overall positions to 9th and 
5th respectively; Jay Rebbeck and Owain 
Waiters placing 3rd and 4th for the d<~y in 
the Club Class. 

I felt the team stuck at their task very well 
even though everybody was struggling to 
cope with the unfamiliar conditions and 
terrain. When it was r quired all the team 
members, crew s, pilot~ and our team 
captain, Neil Lawson, pulled together to 
help each other as much as poss ible. By 
sti cking to our routine, Pami and I were abl e 
to remain focusscd and with the help of jez, 
drag ourselves into second pl ace after a poor 
start. I should like to thank Jez ior staying 
focussed and continuing to tea m fly to the 
best of his ability even when things were not 
going well for him personally. As always my 
thanks and gratitude to Pami who willingly 
gives up her holidays to accompany and 
help me at gliding competitions and for 
her faith , dedication and belief in me even 
when I am making a mess of it and 
beset by self-doubts. 

Sailplane & Gliding 



3RD WOMEN'S WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS, GERMANY 

Winning women 
Liz Sparrow reports on a wet 
but successful Women's Worlds 
where the Brits took two medals 

KLIX is in eastern Germany, right up 
against the borders with hoth Poland 
and the Czech Republic. Team GB 

comprised Gi ll Spreckley and Sarah Kelman 
in Standard Class, Lucy Withal I in 15-Metre 
Class, and Rose johnson and me, Liz 
Spcmow, in Club Class. Team GB were early 
arrivals at Klix, C<1mp GB taking the best 
ground in the campsite, establishing an 
impregnable position on the higher ground. 
The official practice period was marked by 
temperatures up to 39°C, coupled with low 
blue conditions. Lovely!? This was good as 
it stopped us examining the local territory 
too closely ... From the ground the area looks 
rleasant, but airborne the picture is different. 
North of the airfield is a mixture of forest and 
industrial wasteland with huge opencast coal 
mines and lakes, which were previously 
kaolin min s. Landing possibi lities extremely 
intermittent! To the south and east is rolling 
arJble countryside, mostly cut -sad ly, as our 
history wil l relate, we never went that way. 

The hot spell began to break - naturally­
at the end of practice week, with wild 
thunderstorms overnight and 1 OOkt winds 
recorded a few miles north. We were lucky 
to get awCJy with minor damage to the -amp 
and on ly the smJIIest of lakes in Lucy's tent, 
which we moved to higher ground "just in 
cas " (a wise move, as it trJnspired). The 
op ning ceremony was in the nearby town 
of Bautzen, and was thoroughly well done. 
So, to the contest. 

Day 1 was rea~onable, we were set an 
ass igned area task, goi ng north and west. 
The weather conspired ag<Jinst us, and most 
people landed out. Nonetheless, a good day 
for Team GB with Sarah 2nd and Gil l J rd in 
Stancbrd Class, and Rose 2nd in Club. 

Day 2's weather looked better: we were 
set a racing task north and west, 330km for 
15-mctres, 280km for Standards and 250km 
for Clubbie . I he cl the happy feeling of 
storming back to an empty airfield; if only 
I'd started a little later ... Gill romped round 
for our first day win. Th Aeroteam Klix 
ground team did a fine job of presenting the 
sport to the world, over 3,000 people turned 
up to watch during the first weekend. 

Day 3 we were sent. .. again ... north and 
west. 190km/160km. Learning my lesson, 
I started later and was first back to score us 
another day win. 

Day 4 Met was not so good, we tasked to 
the .. . north and w est, an area task of 1 hr 
50rnins for Standard and 15-Metr lasses, 
and 1 hr 20 for the Club lass; our minirnurn 
distance was 137km ... Hmmm! Many 
people landed out after over-convection 
killed the day. 

October - November 2005 

One of the fun things about the Women's 
Worlds is the trad itional events. One is an 
intern<Jtional food evening, where the clever 
planners bring traditional food from their 
home country. Team GB never remembers 
this and has always done curried eggs ­
don' t ask me why - but this time, inspired 
by Lucy (cordon blue chef) we made that 
other Gre,lt British standby, the profiterolc ... 
By the ti me I got there, they'd <J II been 
eaten. 

Day 5 looked reasonable, racing tasks set 
from 21 Skm to 1 HSkm, go on, guess which 
direction ... Good resu lt with Sarah 2nd 
and Gil l 3rd. 

At this point, we must have offended the 
weather gods. We learned the phrase: 
"My Control Room has been Struck by 
Lightning". The airfield sank. 

Day 6 was not much better. We were set 
short area tasks to, yes, the north and west. 
The Club Class launched under cloudbase 
v<~ rying from 22.00-ish. The organisers held 
the rest. They held the start I ine. They 
opened the start line. When the only cloud 
mass we cou ld get to failed to work, ilnd 
bearing in mind the territory we were 
crossing, I turned hack to a field and landed 
w ith the two (previously) top Germans 
1 Okm down track. Amazingly, three got 
round -enough to make it a competition 
clay, but w hich completely overturned the 
results of the hard-fought racing to date. 

Tuesday scrubbed, and the following day, 
they didn't dare send the Club Class into the 
awful conditions, but just for a laugh, sent 
the oth r two classes ... People slogged 
under hlack skies and rain, the last landout 
arrived hack home wet and muddy at 2am, 
and wh~:n the last loggers had been 
checked, it wasn't a contest clay. The airfield 
sank under water and into a sea of sense-of­
humour failures, and Gil l gave thanks to the 
Thermal Gods that she'd gone so far off track 

Standard Class 
1. Jana Veprekova (CZE. LS 8b JB) - 3953 

2. Gillian Spreckley (GBR, LS8 59)- 3813 

3. Sarah Kelman (GBR, ASW 28 51) - 3727 

1 5-Metre Class 
1. Mette Pedersen (DEN. ASW 27b AG) - 4275 

2. Yvonne Schwarz (SWt, LAK-17 YYY)- 3874 

3. Annette Ktossok (GER, Ventus 1 G) - 3859 

9. Lucy Withall (GBR, ASW 27 432) - 3520 

Club Class 
1. Hana Vokrinkova (CZE, Std Cirrus XC)- 3578 

2. Swaantje Geyer (GER, LS 1 f VS) - 3556 

3. Marina Kataeva (RUS. Std Jantar WB) - 3390 

15. Rosemary Johnson (GBR, ASW 19 RZ)- 2784 
16. Elizabeth Sparrow (GBR, Pegase FAX)- 2647 

Full results: www.wwgc2005.de.t 

On the podium at Klix: world Silver medallist Gill 

Spreck/ey and Bronze medallist Sarah Kelman 

(aeroteamKLIX Segetftugclub e.V) 

<~vo iding storms that she w as on glide home 
when everyone else fel l out. 

We sat there on the grid in unchanging 
dreadful we<t ther with that well-known 
myth, the ' task-setters window', pron1isecl for 
later but never arriving. By Thursday we 
were so depressed we ran an international 
Welly Whanging Challenge- rest ilssured it 
was the high light of the second week. 

The weJther on Friday morn ing was 
sunny. Day 7 in the 15-Metre Class gave 
Lucy 4th place, leaving her 9th overall , 
behind Mette Schmeltz Pedersen of 
Denmark. I was frustrated to have an unfly­
ab le migraine, and had to land; Rose had a 
storming flight before being nabbed by the 
sink trolls on her final glide and londing 
short, leaving Rose I 5th and me 16th 
behind Hana Vokrinkova, Czech Republic. 
Gi ll <J nd Sar;:~h proved their consistent flying 
by beating the eventual winner, but not hy 
quite enough, leaving )ana Veprekova, 
Czech Republic, the Standard Class World 
Champion, Gi ll Silver and Sarah Bronze. 

Overall, the organisCJtion w as good, the 
team including the crews worked well, and 
we enjoyed ourselves - and with t·wo 
medals from five pilots, another good r suit 
for the British Team! Thanks to all those who 
helped, notably Brian Spreckley, Team 
Captain, and our crew lain Evans, Alan 
Sparrow, Vauna Turner, Kate Wood~, James 
Kelman w ith help from Gavin. 

And a special thank-you to our sponsors, 
you help to ensure the people who compete 
are the best in the country irrespective of 
their financial situJtion and that means a 
huge amount to the team. Please, dear 
reader, consult the list of sponsors (p32) 
and do trust these people with your busi­
ness; they make our sport better and more 
successful . I'm just going to mention one by 
name here, the Caroline Trust, w ho provided 
the uniforms for the women's team. They are 
a charity that offers support to young, 
disabled and women pilots to help them 
realise thei r dreams when th t"Y wouldn't 
o therwise be able to afford it. See 
www.carolinetrusl.org.uk or contact me \. . 
direct for further information. ~ 
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The Premier Motor Gliding~School 
Courses or by the hour for NPPL 
SLMG & TMG PPL. 
Bronze C Cross Country & Field 
Landing Checks. 
Convert your BGA Licence to an 
NPPL SLMG. 
RT Examination Centre. 

www.enstoneaerodrome.c o.uk 
telephone 01608 677208 
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ARS-2 Attitude Reference System. 
Full 360 degrees operability in both 
pitch and bank. 

£550 lnc VAT 

AHRS-2 Attitude/Heading 
Reference System. As above with 
3-axis tilt compensated compass. 

£650 inc VAT 

www.stratomaster.uk.com 

The ideal present for any occasion! 

The Platypus Papers: 
Fifty Years of Powerless Pilotage 

"All soaring pilots should have this book 
on their shelves " - George MoHat 

" Like Schweppes, it fizzes the whole way 
through" - Derek P1ggott 

" Don't read it in public unless you are 
willing to make a spectacle of yourself 

laughing out loud" - Dave Alllson 
"The funniest book ever written" - Platypus 

HOW TO BUY IT: see Tai/feathers, page 17 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk


If you wear reading glasses, you' ll know 
the problem. Those days when you need 
both your reading glasses and sun glass­
es. Here's the solution. Sunglasses com­
bined with a discreet reading glass lens 
let you focus on the small print without 
the g lare. Predsion lightweight lenses 
are matched to superbly styled frames. 
You have a choice of 8 classic styles, 
each with a twelve month guarantee. 

Clear 
MaanUie.d Are.a 

Optical quality lenses manufactured to British Standards 
100% UVA & UVB sun protection 

For details of our 8 styles for Men and 
Women in 6 strengths from+ 1 to +3.50 

Phone 01548 852192 
Email grettoptik@aol.com 

See full information on www.grettoptik.com 

Grett Optik PO Box 15 
Kingsbridge TQ7 3VS 

Helpline 01548 852192 

Many of our members dnve past several other perfectly good clubs to get 
here, every weekend. lt can't just be our 20 launch an hour retrieve winch 

system with a new 8.5 ltr Knox winch. Perhaps it's the fully professional winch 
drivers, office staff and catering. lt could just be the friendly atmosphere or 

the traditional Saturday night dinner or the newly refurbished accommodation 
or the famous Mynd bar. Sure, this is one of the few places in Europe you 

can still bungee straight into wave but maybe it's more about the views and the 
buzzards and the Shropshire countryside. 

Want a place in the country to get away to at the weekends? 

MIDLAND GLIDING CLUB 
www.longmynd.com 

MGC. Longmynd, Church Stretton. Shropshrre. SY6 6 TA 01588 650206 

British Gliding Association 

THE 1000 CLUB MONTHLY LOTTERY 
~-------------------------- - ---- - --------------------

A great chance to win substantial cash prizes and at the same time enable the Philip Wills Memorial 
Fund to make loans to clubs for site purchase and development. 

This monthly lottery star1ed in July 1992 and has room for many more participants. Starting in 
February 2003 the first prize winner drawn will take hall the prize money each month and the next 
two drawn will take a quarter each. 

HALF at the proceeds go to the Philip Wills Memorial Fund to help with its work in developing 
BGA clubs and the other HALF is distributed each month in the form of 3 CASH PRIZES. The more 
participants we have. the greater the prize money pool. 

t st PRIZE -50% of the prize money pool. 
2 Runner Up Prizes of 25% each of the prize money pool. 
Chances/numbers can only be bought from the BGA at £ t .00 each. Those whose money has 

been received at the BGA by the end of each month will then participate in the draw on the tirst 
Wednesday of each following month. Tickets will not be issued in order to keep the administrative 
costs low but each member will purchase a "number" which will go into the draw. lt is hoped that 
members will purchase 12 months' worth of tickets at a time. Winners will receive their prizes 
direct from the BGA and a list of t11eir names will be published in S&G. 

October - November 2005 

Please complete the form below and return it to the BGA with your payment. Please note that 
only BGA members and their families may participate and that the BGA is registered under the 
Loueries And Amusements Act 1976 with Leicester City Council. 

Pete Strallen, Promoter 

To: Pete Straiten. BritiSh Gliding Association, Kimberley House. Vaughan Way. Leicester LEt 
4SE 

Please include me in the "1000 club" and I enclose £t2.00 (payable to BGA) for twelve months of 
entries, or multiples thereof. 

Name 

Address 

.. Signed 
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 



Bannerdown GC 
pilot Debb Evans 
reveals how she 
confronted her fear 
of flying -and won 

MY NAME is Debb, and I'm <J fraid of 
flying. Not such a terrible thing, 
except I' m married to <1 test pi lot, 

a large chunk of our I ife revolve <Jround 
<J irfields and I am incred ibly fortunate to be 
invi ted to fl y by wonderful pilots in anything 
from a Tiger Moth to a Folland Gnat. 

We are both members of Bannerdown 
GC, but wh ile my husband, Wi lly, glides 
whenever time allows, I sit on th bus and 
read, or stay at home. Flying in light il ircra ft 
often frightens me; flying in gliders routinely 
terrifies me. I have progressed over the years 
to c ircu it p lanning, take-offs and landings, 
but am still left shakin ' and in te<Jrs more 
often than not. 

L t's be clear about this - I don't just get 
a bit nervous, I <Jm trul y, desperately, 
inc<Jpacitatingly terrified. There's a part 
of me that shuts down when I glide - the 
rational part that knows I'm in good hands, 
in an airframe designed to fly without an 
engine and w ith very little to go w rong. 

M y husband has never put any pressure 
on me to fl y at all. He offers to take me up 
if he thinks there's a chance I' ll enjoy it, but 
has always maintained he wou ld never wan t 
to see me flyi ng for him, or because other 
people think I shou ld, but only for myse lf. 

Then, in April thi s year, a good friend 
of our , Royal Navy Test Pilot Comnlilnder 
Pau l Stone, offered to take me fl ying in his 
Cessna 120. My first thought was "Do I have 
to?" but I didn't w 11nt to be rude. So (trying 
not to look too reluctant) I went, did <Jbout 
half the fl y ing and enjoyed most of it. I 
realised that when people like Stoney invite 
me to go flying I should be running for the 
plane. lt made me see how much I wanted 
to get past this fear and stop looking at 
aviation as something to be avoided, but 
instead as a series of opportunities to relish. 

So in July 2005, I went on a Beginning 
Gliding Course at Lash m. If I cou ld get past 
the terror gliding , uses, then surely I cou ld 
conquer my overall fear of flying? 

lt all started back in 1999. Having only 
flown SLMG or <Jerotow, I had often thought 
winching looked a bit steep. But as I started 
lea rning in earnest, it became clear I would 
need to have a go. I still remember it like it 
was yesterday. I strapped into the iront of the 
K- 13 then was o unhappy I asked to sit in 
the back so I couldn't see quite how steeply 
we'd be climbing. W swapped and did the 
I, unch. I was terrified into silence, afraid 
that ii I let my instructor know the st<Jte 
I was in, it would distract him and mak the 
situation more perilous. When we I ncled, 
concerned at the snuffling and ilen e in 
the back, my instructor- who was also my 
boyfriend - unstrapped, saw the te<Jrs 
streaming clown my face and cuddled me 
until the cables arrived. I d idn't have to keep 
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Opposite: Debb, seen here before launching with John Simmonds in a Lasham K-13, went on a week 's Beginning 

Gliding course, donated to S&G by Lasham Gliding Society, to work through her long-standing fear of flying 

Above: getting to grips with winch launches was a key goal Oebb identified (photos: Paul Haliday) 

going; it was my choice. Six years on from 
there and w hile I don't typi ally cry going 
up the wire, I can't touch the stick and my 
eyes stay shut un til we're in free flight. Still , 
as I drove to Lasham, I was confident that if 
cou ld feel in control of a glider that would 
solve my problem. The idea sounds easy 
enough, much easier than the rea lity. 

Having never been to a gliding operation 
the size oi Lasham, I was impressed when 
I arrived. Everyone was friendly and 
professional : I could tell I was surrounded 
by people w ho knew what they were do ing 
-I hoped they cou ldn' t see how nervous 
I was. After getting a comprehensive p<.1ck 
(I love the soaring hat) I went stra ight into 
briefing w ith five other would-be pi lots. 
We were given an overv iew, safety brief and 
par<JChute briei, then introduced ourselves 
and explained our goa ls for the w eek. W hen 
I confessed: " I guess my goal is not to be a 
snivel li ng wreck by Friday", my instructor 
rais d an eyebrow and said it was the first 
time he'd ever he;m i that! 

W were taught to Dl gliders then sta rted 
flying. I was grouped w ith Raymond and 
Dave, and <J Ss igned to John Simmonds, who 
has been instructing full time for five years. 
" I do have a d ifferent approach to nervous 
students," he says, "but it on ly works if the 
student is honest about their fee lings. If a 
student tr ies to hide thei r ieors, of course 
you don't know how to accommod<1te them. 
The <1pproach is to let them dictate the pace; 
don't do anything that they say they don't 
want to. lt doesn't matter how long they take 
to progress in the programme of lessons. You 
often find that the slower at the beuinning 
thing' are, the qu icker they progr s later." 

The guys quickly established that w hile 
they wanted to fl y, I rea lly really didn't, but 
was determined to nonethel 'SS. My first trip 
w<Js an a rotow and a. we went up it wasn't 
so bad. But I got into trouble quite qu ickly. 
About 15 minutes in, I was turning and 
(d spite being reminded earlier) didn't look 

out properly before levelling the wings. John 
simply held the stick so I cou ldn ' t straighten 
up until I'd looked but, not understanding 
what was happening, I was terrified and 
-a fter giving him con trol hasti ly, spent the 
next ten minutes crying. John was very g od 
- he expi<J ined what he was doing and w hy, 
and just flew around, encouraging me to 
breathe slowly and calmly. After that I took 
back control and we c<J rried on. 

Th is was a turn ing po int. First, it helped 
me refine what <1bout flying, and glid ing in 
particular, terri fies me- the lack of control. 
John picked up on thi s, too : "My first 
impressions," he says, "were that you fl y 
well w ith good co-ordination but were 
tPrribl y nervous about minor movements of 
the air raft you didn't understand . I was 
initiall y not certain you wou ld last the day, 
let alone thew k. " To overcome this felt an 
enormous t<~sk. I'd need to learn to gl ide 
properl y, knowing unti I I've got it cracked, I 
w ill stil l meet that fear every time I strap in . 

Tu sday's weather was really bad, w hich 
I was chuffed about. Until , that is, John told 
rne he was gl>ing to hangar-fl y the K-13 and 
wanted me to join him. "A winch launch 
when it's throwing down, very windy and 
terrible vis?" I asked him facetiously. "O h 
yeah, John, I'd love to- bring it on! " Of 
course it was bravado, but it helped me find 
the nerve to leave the security of the bus 
and strap in. I was very tense, but wh<Jt fo l­
lowed was a huge stress reliever. When we 
got to 1 Sft John re leased the cable and float­
eel us across the ai rfield to near the hangar. 
If only all winches were like that, I'd be fine. 

Wednesday was a big day: I had to fl y the 
w inch . As I drove to Lasham, I could fee l 
myself starting to tremble ever so slightly, 
ilnd my resolve start to fade. Still , I headed 
to the clubhouse and was trying to smile. 
Then I got a text from my other half telling 
me how proud he was, ilnd another almost 
imrnedi<Jtely from S&C's editor w ishing me 
a good day, and I fe lt my bottom I ip quiver. 
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

- li only they knew what <1 mess I was. As we 
waited for tlw team to gather, John told one 
of the truly direst jokes I've ever heard, but it 
wJs perfect: my spiri ts lifted <J ncl my resolve 
returned. I was up second and strapped in 
quickly before I bottled it. If I'm honest it 
w,ls close-run thing. 11 wasn't until John sa id 
he'd be cloing the launch <1nd all I had to do 
wJs keep my eyes open that I decided to 
s1,1y put. I opened them for about half the 
launch, and was okay. Not great, but okay. 

We took four more launches th<1t day, 
with me doing progressively more. By 
launch five, I actually flew the whole thing. I 
didn't like it, and said "bullocks" a lot, hut 
that helped to keep me relaxed. Wednesd<1 y 
was ,1 lso very blustery, but for some reason 
the way the elements kept trying to pick up 
wings I was putting down, or kick me in 
directions I didn' t w ant to go, didn't faze me 
- it made me laugh - and the who le th ing 
with tracking <1Cross the ground I found 
bi z<1rrely cntertJining. After those five 
launches I finall y started to understand 
circuits, something that in six ye<m of sitting 
with other pilots, I'd never truly grJsped. 

11 h,lCI been a busy, ,1drenalin-filled day, 
Jncl as we headed back to the cl ubhouse, 
I reJiisecl there hJd been fi ve w inch IJunches, 
and no teJrs, not one. I wJs stunned . 

Thursday arrived and seemed very rough. 
While my determination to build on my 
progress was there, I felt nerves ere ping in . 
Part of me just wanted to get past it, but 
il lrnost a. much of rnE was hoping to be 
weathered off aga in- th Ltt way I didn' t have 
to n10ke the de i. ion not to fly. As we were 
Dl-ing glider~, John to ld me that JS it w as so 
bumpy, he'd be flying Dave and Raymoncl 
fi rst, to give itl'ime to ·ettle down J bit - fine 
by m ! n the bus, th y were ta lking about 
. pins, how they were leLtrn ing to recover 
from them, and even enjoy ing it a bit as they 
became mor comp .Lent. I to ld th m they 
were all sick, and wa lked away laughing. 

I got in at midday and John sa id he'd do 
the launch, as it WJS bumpy. I managed to 
keep my eyes open the w hole time and took 
control calmly , ft r we cl it .hed the cable. 
Launch two I start cl myself, but JS we got 
near the t p (the bi t that car s me most) 
I tried to get John to take contro l. He sa id: 
"Just say 'bullocks' once more, first" so I did, 
and then we were at the top and I'd done 
the whole thing. Crafty. LJncl ing in the 
bumpy conditions w as very chJIIenging and 
after pulling too much airbrake I ·truggled 
to get them back in, but managed. As we 
got out <1nd headed for lunch, I realised John 
hadn't touched the ti c;k at all. 

Thil t afternoon was another big step. John 
showed rne the lovely w ing-drop stall, Jnd 
I found myself "> ta ring at the ground. I was 
startled, but not at Jll scilred - I l<lllghed at 
the unexpectedness of it. As we walked back 
to the IJunchpoint, curiosity got the better of 
me: I asked John if spinning wJs much more 
violent than whJt we'd just clone. He said 
no, not Jt all . So I Jsked if at some point we 
could have a go. I figured confidence was 
high so I should take <Jdvantage. However, 
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I went solo today. lt felt frightening, surreal 
and amazing. I almost chfcl<ened out as the 
cable was being hooked on, but Instead 
tool< a deep breath and got on with it. After 
I released the cable at 1,400ft, a huge grin 
spread across my face, but after losing 
some height, as I set off on my circuit I 
smothef8d it to concentrate. When I landed 
it broke out again, as I realised I hadn't 
damaged the glider or me, and I saw the 
guys from the airfield coming to meet me ... 

Debb with Willy after her first solo - her smile says it all 

I was sti ll worried that it ould be make or 
brec k time, w ith <.1 bad exp rience putting 
me off forever. After we got to the top oi the 
launch, Johll took control and did the checks 
-and I st"arted w ishing I'd kept my mouth 
shut! Still, he calmly expiJined what would 
hilppen and talked rne through each st<Jge . 
As thP nose dropped and the sp in be 'Jil, rny 
overwhelming feeling was joy. I laughed like 
a dra in until we recovered. So John d id two 
more spins, both times, san1e reJction. As we 
landed, the boys ·Jme over, no doubt 
expecting to see me looking sheepish or 
wors , <:~nd were met by beaming smiles. 

Friday , rri vc_d and, I have to confe s, I 
was excited to go gliding. I th ink I'd always 
believed I'd never get past spinning: to find 
I rea lly enjoyed it was an incredible boost. 
I did four flights on the final cby, recovering 
from spins, thermJII ing, learn ing circuit 
planning and, of course, landings. M y fly ing 
didn't seem a good - too much rudder, not 
keeping th angle of b<1nk con ·tant, trimmed 
but not spot on - but as John explained, 
I was focuss ing on bigger issu ~s, like circuit 
p iJnning, approJch <Jnd landing, so I was 
being stretched and not able to concentra te 

n the basics l ike in the early clays. The 
gon lposts had moved . And, after st<J rti ng the 
week sobbing in the front sedt, I was very 
pleased to have exceeded even John's 
expectations: "As the week progressed," he 
said later, "your confidence just grew and 
grew. You were quite il di fferent person, so 
confident of how you were going to progress 
your train ing (post-John). Fin<J IIy, you were 
pushing me to perform exercises wi th you, 
insteJd of the other way round. You made 
excellent progress, better than I expected." 

Since then I've flown whenever possible. 
Currency seems to be the key - I can 't leCJrn 
to control the gli(ler, and so my feCJ r, unless 
I keep at it regularl y. Raymond, Dave, John 
and I keep in touch and having them to 
report b<1 k to makes gliding better. I don't 
fee l accounlclbl e, but want them to be pDud 
of me. All helped me; the best way to honour 
that is by not making it a wasted w eek. 

Looking back, I feel privileged to h,we 
I een pe1rt of <1 special team oi people, and 
I owe John Simmonds a huge debt of thanks. 
He has han 'cl my life. W ith 1.1 husband 
like mine, the next offer to be tilken flying is 
never far away, Jnd now I can embrJce lhat. 
At John's prompti ng, I m even start ing to 
think abc>ul how it wou ld feel to go solo: 
"My thoughts at the end," s,1ys John, "were 
'you are going solo'. Your fears are now I he 
sJmc as all of us starting fl ying and you 
h1.1 ve the v ital ingredients, motivation and 
determination. You w ill do it. it takes 
courage to tell J stranger your inner fe<Jrs." 

Will y, my husband, thinks Lilsham has 
created a gliding monster, ;md an expensive 
one at thJt (milny years ago, to encour<Jge 
me, he said he'd pay for my glid ing). He's 
w<~ tched me get on w ith th is, always there 
i f needed but not front e1nd centre, under­
standing that thi_ had to be for me, not him. 
And, hand on heart, it didn't st;Ht out that 
way, but now I do fl y for me. I Jbsolutely 
w<mt him to be proud of me, but somewhere 
over Lasham, my own desire to fly took 
over, Jnd he thinks it's great: ''Debb\ confi­
dence used to be very in ·onsistent," he says, 
"a nd she'd often want to leave airfields at 
a moment's notice. Before, she was nervous 
<Jnd often in·ation,l l when fl ying but is now 
much almer and Jble to learn to contro l 
her fe<H. She respond well to COJch ing and 
can see the benefit of gliding JS a challenge, 
providing good fu n and friendsh ips. 

"Overall I am very proud of my wife. She 
confronted head-on what was for h r a big 
fea r, conquered it and deserves a big hug, 
bottle of champagn and flowers - not to 
mention a special plac in my he~ rt under 
the head ing of people you rea ll y respect 
for directly being their feJr" . 

I can't explain how different I fe I now, 
writing this a month IJ ter, in eil rly August. 
I even enjoy gliding, regularly venturing to 
Bannerdown w ithout Wi ll y. For the first time 
ever, I h<Jve gliding budd ies . Not friends 
from the airfield, but other pilots that I share 
my fl ying wi th . Am I still nervous w hen I get 
in a glider? Yes. Am I terr i fied? No. Even 
when I feel out of contro l <1 t the top of the 
winch, I can control it by hand ing it back 
to the instructor o r clumping the cable a bit 
earl y. I Jm determined. I will bu ild on the 
training at Lasham Jnd consolidate it. I wi ll 
continue t work through the exerc ises ilncl , 
should w e<Jt her and skill merit it, gc solo. 

The over-riding thought from my 
week at LJsham? I have control. 

!)ebb did a week's /Jc·ginnin;; C lidin8 C<lur>e at I a sham. 

For inform.Jtion about I ilsham visit W\·VH".I:Jsh.1m.or,r.: .uk 

or call 0 I Li6 184qoo or mai l otii'ce@la.<llam.org.uk 
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COMPETITION ENTERPRISE 

Slaying the dragons 
Nick Gaunt considers eight 
days' wonderful weather, 
flying Enterprising tasks 
over Wales and beyond 

ENTERPR ISE 2005 was bl essed with th e 
best weJther we've had in lll<lrly ye<1rs 
and the site at the Mynd was m;:,g ic . 

'v\le fl ew all over Wales, into Derbyshire, 
over th e Bristo l Chan nel , nea rly as far as 
Snowdon w ith cloudbases up to 7,000ft ASL. 
Wh<Jt cou lcl be better raw material for 
brea th-t Jking howiclunnits? The tact is that 
crui sing clown from Ll yn Brenig (was i t 
reall y nam cl , fter the great man?), skirting 
Cader ldri s under il m<Jgi ca l convers ion 
zone at 6,000tt to Llandovery wi th visib ility 
interrupted only by the curvature of th 
earth is more d iificult to write abou t th an 
clipp ing th!::! hedges on grotty little ridges! 
The proximity of death is always more 
compelli ng than il description of heaven. 

Broad ly spea king, compPti tive gliding i<1lls 
into two :Jmps. Thew are the reg ional, 
nationa l ,1nd world competiti ons governed 
by the offi c ial bodies . Prec ise, somewhat 
onstrain cl, raci ng tasks are flown by >ood 

pilo ts who enjoy pitting their sk ill s aga in st 
oth -rs under rul es that give as leve l a plnyi ng 
fie ld as poss ibl t•. Tht• best pilots ea rn th e 
titl e o f Nationa l or World ChJmpion. Ther 
is quite a lot of scope ior all here and I think 
we now can have about ten differen t World 
Champions all at the same time. So why 
hav cl ny other sort of competition ? Don't 
th ey dilut the efforts oi the 'proper' comps? 

I think En terprise is important ior the 
gliding com munity and I would li ke as many 
pi lots to fl y it or one of the other two related 
competitions - th 'Two-Sea t r' omp at 
Po klington and the 'Mounta in Soaring' 
ornpetition at Aboyn , - ,, t least once in 

their li ves . Enterpri se flies at a differen t club 
eJch yea r, avo iding the fl at sites of bigger 
clubs to go to the hill sites that prov ide the 
maximum variety of fl ying conditions. If we 
ca n utilise wave or sea breezes, hill soar and 
use therm,1ls then we wi ll . \Ne aim to b ~ 

innovative with task-setting; the emphasis 
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Finisher in Enterprise at The Long Mynd. For full results, see www.comp-enterprise.com (Dave D'Arcy) 

is on good flying rather than a leve l play ing 
field. Fairness, if it gets in the way of an 
interesting task, becomes secondary. 
\Ne me not here to emu late a reg·ionals. 

'v\le want to push the boundari es . There is 
no doubt th at a cl ub that hosted Enterprise is 
likely to be more enterpri sing in th e future. 
My own club, Sutton B<.mk considered the 
Pennines and beyond to be virtually a no-go 
area except in good wav ' · Now after hosting 
Enterpri se over several yea rs there is a group 
of pi lots who explore th e Lake District <Jncl 
the Pennine are,ls. But beware! Flatl ancl 
fl yi ng becomes less interest ing th an it was 
w ith the increase in expertise oi hill fl ying. 
The visit to the Mynd this yea r helped 
exp lode the myth that the mountains of 
Wa les were infested wi th dr<~gons and there 
was ,1bso lutely nowhere to land anywhere 
west of Builth Well s. If the xpansion oi 
commercial fl ying cont inues at its present 
rate then our sport w ill be left with onl y the 
hi ll country to fl y in . The more W ' und r­
stancl how to do it w ith saf ty th mor we 
cJn Pnjoy its delights. Enterpri se ex p<:~nds 
this kind of gliding to everyone's benefit. 

Enterpri se is not only about flyi ng fa. t, 
i t.~ essential ethos is to go as far as possib le. 
We do not have hel d starts nor do we have 
a des ignated grid. TJ ke off and go when you 
cJn! Amaz ingly this nev r s ms to creJt a 
problem and without doubt it enab les about 
another huur 's flying at the beg inning of th e 
day Jncl perh aps ,. s much at the end of the 
day. The pena lties of outlancl ings are not 
too high as the speed back to base usua ll y 
counts for l ittle and this means th at we fly 
the maximum diSt<lllCe in any cl ay. This yeJr 
with th e weather being so oood we did set 
a grea ter bias towards speed to prevent 

co llapse by battle fatigue w ithin the troops. 
More than 40 hours' fly ing within the eight­
day competiti on becomes a hea lth hJzarcl . 
We have the flex ibility to ma ke the change . . 

Enterpri se was started by the fusing of 
two minds, John Fielden e1nd Phi lip Will s, 
31 years ago. They felt th Jt 'modern' comps 
were becoming too hidebound - indeed, 
lacking in enterprise . The fl ex ibility that is 
embodied with in Entt•rpri se is J huge asset 
but also a great responsibility for the task-set­
ters. The guide lines are not cast in stone and 
here wou ld not be the appropriate place to 
,~ !tempt to cre<J te a rulebook. Th •re is on ly 
one defin ite rul e: th<J t there are no cl fined 
rules. We score between one and two points 
pt'r kilometre depending on the day and the 
task and sp ed is not often more th an a third 
of the points for distan e. Speed of ·ourse is 
important; ii you dawdle then you don't go 
far and don ' t score! Our scoring system does 
not penali e the pilot who does well aga inst 
all th ' odds on a dJy. lt always seems a pity 
that the pilot who by dint of cunning Jncl 
experienc gets round a task in an FA I con­
test when everyone else has failed, scores 
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less than if others had done as well. 
Twenty yea rs ago we in Enterpri se were 

flyi ng assigned areil tasks and these have 
been <J dopt d within 'offic ial' compet itions. 
We do think that it is <m importan t functi on 
w ithin Enterpri se to ' invent' new tasks or 
new concepts. O ne popular task is 'The 
string of beads' , w here a se ries of turning 
points more or less in line ca n be used as 
an out and return, each onl• to be turned 
once and the .econd must not be further 
th<lll the prev ious turning point. With 
modern instrumentation, cunn ing pil ots 
can mark the thermals and surpri sing speeds 
, nd distances are achieved in only a sm<J II 
w indow of weather. The pil ot cho ice that is 
an essential feature of flying in Enterpri se is 
here and there is that element of exc itement 
gained from closed circuit fl ying. Thi s task 
would fit into FAI competitions, too. 

All gliding competitions are va lid . M ost 
rac ing pil ots probabl y flew a task week as 
their first ' tri al' comp. M<my longsta nding 
Enterpri e pilots have also flown reg ionals 
and nati onals but enjoy the greater scope 
Enterpri se offers. There is a downside that 
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Clockwtse from left: ridge 

wind blows; towing to fun 

(both Mike Weston); Black 

Mountains (Bill Longstaff); 

Phi/ King with 618; K-21 

tries the task (both Dave 

D'Arcy); looking down on 

a Welsh wind/arm (Rory 

O'Conor). briefing in the 

Mtdfand GC clubhouse 

(Oave O'Arcy): Bafa fake 

(Rory O'Conor); cake for 

a comp (Denise Hughes) 

could be addressed if there is a w illingness 
to do so: the loss of <l ' rating'. it seems an 
opportunity is lust that some of the best 
pilots in the country (A ian Purnell was a 
prime example) who do not fly comps <He 
unrated. A down-graded rating th at would 
not pen::1 li se a pil ot so mu ch who w Jntecl 
to dip a toe into one of th e three great 
contests in the country th <J t do not conform 
to the straightjacket of the rated comps 
would be good for G liding UK. 

Phil King, who fl ew and did the Met so 
competentl y, w as the clea r w in ner of 
Enterpri se 200.5 with over 2,000km flown, 
fo llowed by Rory O'Conor just <J hcad of 
justin Will s (who missed the first two days 
as he had only just got back from fl ying the 
Canad ian Nationals). The Mynd is the ideal 
site for Enterpri se and I hope they w ill host 
it again. The organisation was virtuall y 
fau ltl ess, ,1ll problems handled with charm 
and discre ti on. A :; in · re th ank you to 
di rector Jon H::1 ll Jnd competition orga niser 
and resident task setter Chri s Elli s, and to 
all the oth er M yncl members who made a it 
trul y menl or<l ble Enterpri se . 

Next yeJr we will be at Aboyne from 
Saturday, July 8, and w ith almost perpetual 
day light we could have the opportunity to 
set the odd 750km. Th mountil ins re high 
enough for true anabati c lift and great cross­
coun tries are pos ible, fl ying very close to 
the mountainsides when the weather is blue 
Jncl anlicy ·Ionic. Cloudbase often rises w ith 
the mou ntains as we saw over Wal es so 
aga in we may well see 7-8,000ft cloudbases. 
O h, o f course, bring your oxygen beca use 
yolll· 7.5 0 is likely to be done at altitude. 
Come and fl y th e competition that has \ . 
more flying days historically any oth er. ~ 
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JAXIDA Condensation-free 
All Weather Covers 

Protects your aircraft 
- Against sun, rain, and snow 
- 2 ply fabric with UV coa!ling 
- Self-polishing action in the wind 
- Easy for one person to fit/remove 
Always clean and ready for take-off www.jaxida.com 

DEFEATING DISABILITY 

In the latest article in our series 
about gliding for people with 
disabilities, Joe Fisher 
of the Scottish charity Walking 
on Air describes below the 
mods to their K-21 , pictured 
on the opposite page 

The work of this pioneering 
training organisation featured 
in the August-September 2005 
issue of S&G 

Figure 1 (opposite, top): the rudder lever 
mechanism in the aft cockpit was kept as 
close as po. sible to the ex isting design in 
the fron t cockpit, where the attachment 
socket for the lever remain~ in the rudder 
circuit and only the control h;Jndle itse lf 
is removable. The rudder bar under the 
front seat completes the rudder circuit 
so th<lt the rudder handles and the pedals 
are "dispensable" add-ons. lt is of course 
desirable to have at least one pair of 
peda ls or one handle connected before 
and during flight. 

Figure 2 (opposite! shows the rudder pedal! 
disconnect. A junction block on each side 
of th , ircraft onnects both sets of peda ls 
to the rudder circuit. To disconnect either 
front or rear requires only remova l of the 
keeper plates at each block, tak ing out the 
appropriate clevis pin and removing the 
cable from the block then anchoring to 
an anchorage point on the fuselag side, 
replacing clevis pins and keeper plates 
each side of the cockpit and ensuring that 
all the fasteners are secure. Since it is a 
control system a duGI I check and . ignatures 
in th Dl book are essentia l. 

Figure 3 (opposite) shows development of 
our improvements to other control layouts. 
The cable rele e position posed 
an ace s problem. The photo shows an 
additional release posi tioned higher and 
extended aft with a cylindrical knob, which 
can provide a better gri p than the spherica l 
one tor those who are digitally challenged . 
The final arrangemen t pl<lCed it even higher 
and deleted the lllilnufacturer's release 
posi tion. 

Figure 4 (opposite, bottom) shows a further 
development in the shape of a cranked­
forward control stick. This was found 
essential for safety because with a fuller 
figure in the front it was rosoib le for the 
instructor demonstrating ai leron effectiveness 
near the sta ll by latera l stick movement to 
release the front harness by the straight stick 
top e<llch ing the release buckle. This is 
now a manufacturEr's optional mod and 
it is just as relevant to ilbl ~-bod ied folk. 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Mods and Ops 
Mike Cuming adds more detail 
about technical modifications 
for hand-operated rudders and 
looks at operational matters 

I HAVE modified seven gliders for 
operation by d isabled pilots over the last 
decade and have supervised extensive 

'disabled' operations including training and 
employing disabled w inch drivers and 
gliding instructors at my gliding school, 
which I ran full -time from 1992 until 1997. 
From 1995 the BGA habitual ly referred 
enquiries from disabled pilots to me for 
action and this summary will hopefully 
prove useful in light of the current interest 
in the topic. 

Over the years I have observed many 
glider pilots; some are old and stiff, som 
are young and hasty, some have restricted 
head, arm or hand movement, some have 
eyesight or hearing problems. A few have 
obvious symptoms- like a wheelchair. 

Background 
When I established 'The Gliding Centre' 
at Shenington in 1992 I employed Gary 
Bennett as a winch driver. Gary is 
paraplegic, having no use of his legs, and 
was at that time a member of the RAFGSA, 
where he flew a modified K-6E and also a 
mod ified, c lub-owned, Janus C. Through 
Gary, I became involved in the design 
and manufacture of a series of prototype 
hand-rudder arrangements similar to the 
original ideas he had introduced to the 
RAFGSA already. The modifications were 
mostl y fabricated by s'v\artin Breen at that 
time, were observed by the BGA Chief 
Technical Officer (then Dick Stratton) and 
were installed in each glider on a tria l bas is 
as a minor modification. During the mid-
1990s I developed the disabled hand-rudder 
kits further and installed them on K-7s, K-8s 
and K-1 3s as w ell as supervising the 
installation on a K-6CR, which w as the 
subject of an approva l sought by Tim 
Donovan a few years previously. 
lt was always understood that at some point 
formal drawings would be submitted to 
the BGA for approval as a refined design 
concept. I have now done this. 

M eanwhile there has been a history o f 
hand-rudders iitted to a K-2b at Aston Down 
by Tim MacFadyen and anecdotal evidence 
of various other gliders which have had 
experimental hand controls. There are also 
approved factory mods from Grob for the 
G1 03 and from Schleicher for the K-21. 

O ne issue that became evident from a 
very early stage was Lhe choice of control 
deflection convention and this was the 
subject of some correspondence between 
mysel f and the BGA Technical and 

Instructors' Committees in 1992 before I 
started upon the project, and again in 1995. 
There was never a formal determination o f 
the choice of control convention, tacit 
agreement at the time being that indiv idual 
disabled pilots would exercise their own 
choice and stick with it. The unfortunate 
situation has since arisen in whi ch the pilots 
themselves almost invariably express a 
preference for the intuitive convention o f 
forward=right, back = left wh ile the German 
glider makers have chosen the opposite 
convention, presumably for ease of 
monufacture. In the UK, I believe that, 
numerica lly, the forward=right convention 
has the upper hand. it is in fact slightly 
easier to manufacture the convention as per 
the German standard although this is not 
what the disabled pilots themselves have 
asked for. 

The modifications themselves 
I submitted an overa ll de. ign case for the 
concept of hand-operated rudders, with 
spec ific reference to K-1 3 BGA 1396 (CAV) 
and its currentl y- installed contro ls. There 
is considerable difficulty with specific 
dimensions since many of the rlisabled 
pilots, by the very nature of their cond ition, 
will require individual tailoring of contro ls. 
The overall concept however is that the 
existing rudder system is not aifected, w hile 
provision is made for a hand contro l to be 
attached at a convenient point. In general , 
a small 'stub' hand control is installed on a 
semi-permanent basis and each disabled 
pilot wil l have his or her ow n personal 
hand-piece w hich is removable and tailored 
to sui t leg-length and other comfort needs. 

In cable-operated systems it is usefu l to 
make some sort of connection between the 
two ' sides' of the existing rudder system, 
such that rudder deflection in either 
direction can be achieved by actuation of 
just one rudder cable. The system is fail -safe 
in the sense that there is no part of it that 
can fail such as to restrict normal rudder 
operation, and indeed in the unlikely event 
of a 'normal' rudder-cable fa ilure in fl ight 
this hand-rudder design will prevent the 
rudder hard-over condition which is other­
wise likely to occur with conventional 
contro ls. 

In all cases the operation of the contro ls 
by able-bodied pilots is ·ompletely 
unaifected and w hen the personalised 
rudder handle is removed most c lub p ilots 
will not normally notice the installation o f 
the hand-rudder fi ttings during a routine Dl 
of the glider! 

Several two-seaters have been modi fied 
such that they can be flown from both seals 
by disabled pilots and experience has 
shown that it is quite fe sible for bo th 
occupants of the glider. to be disabled and- > 
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....._ for near-normal operations to t<:~ke place, 
with changes only in ground-h ndling 
practices . 

Glider CAV (a K-1 3) h<:~d accumulated 872 
hours and 7317 launches since modification 
in 1994 <:~nd <:~t its most recent C of A I took 
the opportunity to remove <llld inspect the 
parts of the hand-rudder ass mbly as 
requested by the BGA hief Technica l 
Offi cer )im Hammerton, who had inspected 
the gl ider while it was in storag ~ last year. 
The parts were all in good order and in 
particular the rudder side-to-side 
connection-cable was as new. 

In the context of gl icier design mods it is 
worth noting th<lt there are number of 
asso iated mods that great ly facilitate the 
use of the princ ipal, control , modifications; 
these include quick-jettison ca nopies and 
removal of obstacles to entry/egress (eg the 
grab bar on K-7 and K-1 3 from instrument 
panels); installation of nose- and tai l-wheels 
for ease oi ground handling (along with 
the associated - essential - wheelbrake 
maintenJnce); additional pockets and 
storage, improved seat cushioning and 
padding of sharp or hard edges; floorpan 
improvements; and the installation of VHF 
or other radio communication. 

BGA Cl1iei Technical Oi'i'iccr )im H,7mmerton adds: 

"As well as modit)•ing the glidt•rs ,1 gliding club~~ 

t:?CilitiPs will also need to accummodate the needs of 

disabled pilots .111d the c/u/; will want to provide a 

welcoming culture. If any !JCA c:/u/; would like deta iled 

inform.llion on Mike'.' concept the)' should cont.lct 111<'. 

liccause of thl' impad uf the nrw Furope.m Aviation 

S<1fcty A.~ency, the moddic,ltiuns <~re approved unly for 

thi' rm~S<•pt,mber 2003 glider fleet. 

Gliding operations 
There is range of aspects of actual opera­
tions which need to be considered with 
regard to operations by disabled pilots. The 
more obvious aspects are: 

1, Glidepath control on approach 
Most people seem to focus on this as a 
major issue and - initially - so did I. 
In fact it is probably the I ast important 
of the operationill considerations. I have 
experimented with bungees and ratchets 
and gates to fix the airbrake position but 
soon rea li sed that the disabled pilots quickly 
learn a technique for working both rudder 
;:~ncl airhrake imultaneously. Instructors and 
other 'conventional' glider pilots will need to 
learn that disabled pilots do it differently, 
that's al l. In fact most glider airbrakes uck 
out in flight and the usual techniqu is to do 
what the K-8 pilots and hill -top pilots do 
anyway- apply full airbrake and adopt 
a variab le-speed approach to effect a sa fe 
spot-landing. 

In tlw event of a developing undershoo t 
the disabled pilots will briefly let go of the 
rudder (which trails to neutral), c lose the 
airbrakes and resume full rudder control 
until they rega in the corr et glide path, then 
re-open the brakes and continue. This is 
exactly what the able-bodied are supposed 
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to do although in fact many of them will 
incorrectly reduce the 'brake rather than 
close it altogether- just because they can! 

Some disabled pilots prefer to sideslip. 
See also my comment on check flights, on 
the next page, which is very relevant here. 

2. Airfield operations 
Other c lub members wi ll nE'ed to be 
disabled-aware and tolerant. There wi ll be 
some delays and it can take a little while 
to get into and out of the glider; retrievE's 
from the field may take a I itt le longer and 
more members wi ll be needed since no-one 
is going to get out of the glider after it has 
landed. Someone will need to remember to 
bring the correct wheelchai r - not dissimilar 
to bringing tow-out gear to a single-seater. 
Disabled pilots can do most ;:~irfi eld tasks 
but may ne.ed to develop their own pace 
or technique - or app<Jratus! 

3. In-flight security and loose objects 
In genera l, the d isabilities covered are oi the 
back and/or legs. There are also pilots with 
limited arm or hand movement or other 
impediments. A major concern is to ensure 
that uncontrolled limbs can neither jam 
controls nor impede emergency egress. 
Plainly it is unJcceptahle to restrain l imbs in 
any manner which cannot instantly be freed 
and so most pilots who cannot contro l their 
legs wil l need to find a seating position in 
whi ch their legs are supported yet free. 
This is l ikely to involve the provision of 
individual quick-release hand-pieces for 
rudder control. There are potentia l issues 
here during aerobatics <:llld in turbulent 
conditions. The question of seat straps and 
parachute straps (and the whole concept of 
baling out) must be considered by affected 
individuals- inc luding instructors. 

4. Psychological issues 
it must be accepted th<lt pilots who have 
overcome a disability in order to fly are 
likely to have strong persona lities. Some 
may prov > to be difficult to supervise, espe-

ial ly if the CFI or other instructor have not 
gr<lspecl the need for to ler<:mce in many 
areas. However the need for strong, clear 
supervision may be very important. 

Disabled p ilots w ill inc lude some who 
have been afi ted by illness and others 
whose very character mJy have led thE'm 
into adventure and a c iden t already. They 
may have a very different concept of risk­
assessment. Some may be in a progressive 
dec line and may only have a limited period 
as an active glider pilot. Li ke any other 
club member they w ill all be cliff r •nt - but 
some may be different in w ays which nor­
mal instructor training does not cov r. You 
can talk to them about this. 

5. Physiological issues 
Extreme care must be taken with I imbs 
which have no feeling. Bru ising, bleeding, 
or burning, are potentiall y very serious and 
<Jre easily caused -and overlooked - where 
there is no nervous system. Padding should 

Joe Fisher, the then Chairman of Walking on Air 

discussing some of the issues about equipping clubs 

for disabled glider pilots with HRH the Duke of York. 

who is President of the Royal Aero Club. and Marc 

Asquith, RAeC chairman, after the award of a 

Certificate of Merit to the charity earlier this year 

be used where requ ired. 
Toi let issues are rather simi lar in many 

cases to those experienced- and fairl y 
well documented - by iem,1 le pi lots. In my 
experience, affected pilots w ill be qu ite 
forthcoming about their needs and very 
self-sufficient most of the time. 

Some disabled pilots will tire easily while 
others will require medication, with possible 
associated consequences . 

Co ld cJ n be a big issue, especially if you 
are sitting clown, and more so if you arc 
determined no t to give up' 

6. Eventualities 
This is a similar issue to that of ,1pproach 
control. The key is to recognise that it may 
take very slightly longer for eventualit ies 
to be dealt with ,1nd time must be allowed 
ior this. There arc few sites or weather 
conditions where such time is not Jvailable; 
however, it is possible that ea. es may occur 
where some pilots simply could not react 
fast enough (able-bodied or not) and this 
must represent a limitation their capabilities. 
This can o ften be overcome by thorough 
pre-flight preparation, by briefing or 
by trJining to improve reaction time 
or technique. 

7. Ground handling 
The provision of tow-vehicles and - in 
particular- nosewheels and t·ailwheels on 
the glider will make ground-handli ng very 
much easier and quicker. In general it will 
be bet ter to give disabled pi lots sevt•ral 
consecutive launches and to leave them 
in the cockpit during retrieves . 

Remember that whi le actually in the 
cockpit - and while airhorn -they are not 
disabled any more! 

8. Launch point supervision 
There are many tasks on an airfield which 
are better suited to some pilots than others. 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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9. Check flights 
it is very d ifficult indeed for a instructor 
to comment sensibly on the performance of 
a disabled pilot, if the instructor himself has 
no experience of the use of a hand-rudder. 
A proficient pi lot w ill adapt in just a few 
flight to the use of hand-rudders and where 
a two-seater is ava ilable it is recommended 
that any instru ctor takes the time tu try the 
controls for himself. 

Conclusion 
The whole concept of enabl ing disabled 
pilots to fly is straightforward and success 
hinges upon the attitude of accepting that it 
is neither d ifficult nor daunting to modify 
gliders nor to operate them. 

There ar a few areas where operations 
wi ll vary from cu;tom .:md practice bu t the 
variations found are probably less than 
the variations commonly accepted by using 
different tugs or w inches (with different 
controls!). different types of site (hilltop, fl at. 
shared use ... ), weather cond itions or styles 
of operation (competition racing, training, 
local ridge soaring ... ). 

I recommend that the Techn ica l and 
Instructors' Committees continue to exercise 
their powers as far as they can to encourage 
both the modification of gliders ;md the 
acceptance of disabled pilots as a perfectly 
normal aspect of our port. So long as any 
given mod can be seen to be ai rworthy and 
not have potentiall y serious fai lure modes 
then I would encourage the tolerance of 
as w ide a range of poss ible mod ifications 
-and of styles of operation -as po. sible. 
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Tasman 
Instruments 

GLIDER IUIOJI' U' .... 

We are now the appointed agents for 
Marlow Dynaline (Dyneema} 
Winch line at Competitive rates 
- Please contact for a quotation. 

EW Avionics 
Flight Recorder model 'D' at an inclusive price of 
£339 +£7.50 p&p; includes ful l instructions, download 
software and all cables. 

Exchange your old EW recorder for the model '0 ' 
£239 +£7.50 p&p; uses the same cables as earl ier models. 

Calibration service also available. 
Most items are in stock and we normally dispatch orders same day, 
(unless the soaring condition are too good) 

For further information see our website or call Graham 

Buy online at www.ewuk.co.uk or email graham@ewuk.co.uk 

Tel: 07968066710 Fax 0871 8550284 

V1000 Vario 

• No flask- simple to install 2.25" • Digital audio LCD display with average 
• Digital differentiation for precise response • Variable response speed 

• Inbuilt speaker • Low power consumption • Voltmeter display 
• Repeat display for two seat installation available 

Special introductory price £315.00 inc. VAT from 

SOUTHDOWN AERO SERVICES LTD 
0044 (0) 1256 381359 • 0044 (0) 1256 381816 

E-Mail: info@southdownaero.com • www.tasmaninstruments.com.au 
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E-mail : 
office@deesideglidingclub.co.uk 

Website: 
www.deesideglidingclub.~;Q,JJ_k 

Phone: 013398 85339 

Soar Minden IS proud to offer 5, 7 and J 0 Day holiduy packag s 
They mdud · • cno-Tohoe Atrfl?rl Pie -Up and Drop-off • Hotel Transport la and from 

motel • A Two Hour Site & Aircraft Ch Unlrmtled Fly m Each Day • Ftrst oero tow eh 
day up to 3,000 QFE • Oxygen • Po ochute • Barograph • Badge Processing 

5 Day Padcag $J,J79, 7 Days $1.~602, JO Days $2,299 
Your choic of o1rcroft G 1 03's 1 02's, 3A 01 DISCUS B MJ I NIMBUS B lSA 

E·mail: soarminden@pow rn t.net. Web: http/ /www.soarminden.com 
T 1: 775 782 7627. Fax: 775 782 6505 

October 2005 

TREAT YOURSELF 
• The Best Wave 
• Gliders for hire 
• Ideal for non-flyers 
• Spaces available 

Autumn 2006 

BOOKING FEES 
ABOLISHED! 
• Great flying 
• Even better va I ue 
• Booking now open 

Contact Mary-Rose: Phone: 01569 730687 E-mail: maryrose.smith@virgin.net 

Sportavia Soaring Centre is located at Tocumwal c lose to 
Australia's New South Wales/Victorian border and on the Murray 
River just 275km (3 hrs) drive from Melbourne. 

and fully licensed bar and restaurant. In fact we're a total gl iding 
resort and we' re less than 2 km from the Tocumwal township itself 
with its restaurants, pubs and family activities. 

We're based on the largest WWII Aerodrome in the Southern 
Hemisphere - 326ha of faci lit ies with massive runways (grass and 
sealed) and every amenity from a swimming pool to our own motel 

W e have superb thermals, and virtually unlimited, no-stress land-out 
facilities w ith full aerial retrieves and fri ndly locals. And we have the 
largest privately-owned fleet of h•gh performance gliders in the world ' 

Sportav1a Tocumwal NSW Austra l•a 2714 T + 61 3 5874 2063 F + 61 3 5874 2705 E- 1nfu'i'!lspo11av•a.com au Web· www.sportavia.com .au 
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news 

Bannerdown (Keevil) 
SEVERAL gliders were taken to the Bowland Forest ite 
at Chipping w here lots of ridge fl yin' was enjoyed. A 
bonus was the trip to Wanon wh r club member Wi lly 
Hackelt is test ilyin~ the Typhoon .1nd visitors were 
introduced to the simulator. The longest ever flights from 
Keevil both over 700km were flown in August by Ion 
t\rnold (Discus) and Bob Bromwich !DG-5001, Bob 
turn ing nowdon in the f.lrocass ! Des Burneu. George 
Chriswnson and Phillip Hey have all 5olocd. Stew<Jrt 
Renire\\• and Phi! Goodwin h<1v both converted ro the 
LSti and ·nm Roberts has Silver h i ~;ht and duration. 

Oixon have completed Bt tr,1ining. ,\<I<Jrcu> Slw ley got a 
cros>-country endor ement. ongra ts too to Adri<H1 H.t ll , 
Julia Dawson, Pete Stevcns and Marcus _ hirley on 
Bronze and Rob Hanks on becoming" tug pilot. lan 
Marshall is AOPA'~ " lnstn tctor of the Year". Th club 
history group has amassed more than 1,000 photos. 
Bernard Smyth 

Please send news to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 
or Helen Evans, 7 Ollney Road, Minchinhampton, 
S\roud GL6 9BX to arrive by October 11 for the 
December-January issue (later deadlines can be 

Th lv\T and a ircraft workshops hav be n upgraded 
courtesy oi Pet<: Brown lie and Merv Ridoul. Finally, 
our congratulation. go to Royal Air Force pilot Mark 
Parker, who won the junior Worlds at Hus llo flying 
th · 8i1nnerdown LS8. 
DNek Findlay 

Bath, Wilts & North Dorset (The Park) 
ANY pilots who h.we fond memories oi Ron and joy 
Lynch and M erv Pococ.k, will be sorry to learn th y're 
retiring irom instructing. With about 100 years b tw een 
them, their exp _rience, pati n ·e drld enthusiasm will b" 
rni eel Fortunately they're go ing tc continue fl ying. O ur 
cadets have returned, w rth Rtchard W ilmot going solo. 
The Bath University group launched themselves on to 
the lnter-Uni ersi ty Task w k at Sutton Bank, , nd hod <J 
good time until their money ran out. We congratulate 
Michael Schlotter on laking his K-6LR on a OOkm to 
earn his Gold/Diamond distance. n the same day Mark 
Joyce claimed his 300km and13riJn Ashborne his Silver 
h~ight nd five hours. This summer rnembt' rs went to 
Serr .tnd d id some real mountain i lyin[l. We also con­
gratulate all who took part in the inter-club lea):\ue, and 
thank them ior their contribution to our winn ing. 
jan Smith 

Bristol & Glos (Nympsfield) 

Bidford (Bidford) 
CONGRATULATIONS to Rob ),Hv is and Cordon llurket 
for completing their first 500km. Bill also did one at 
over lOOkph tak ing less than - h(JUrs. M.trk Dawson, 
Pau l Tu rnPr and Andy Cox did first JOOkm. Gill ewart 
dtcl 1 OOkm. Allan Wa ll ace has completed his Silver 
badge. Not to be outdone by hPr brother Peter, who 
went solo earlier in they <1r, Emi ly Broadbridge h.\s <t lso 
soled at 16. Peter hims If is now in the K-8, and has two 
Bronze legs. Our regionals was a great success, and we 
were lucky w ith weath r, m<Jnaging to ily sev<:'n day 
out of nine. Thanks to dll those w ho helped it run so 
smoothly. G-CUBB is now back on line w ith a new 
en •ine after the o ld one redched TBO, full credit to the 
workshop for such a swift turnaround at a busy time. 
james Ward 

Black Mountains (Talgarth) 
TI-lE committee at Talgarth have started burning the 
midnight oil to draw up a long-t('nn development 
strategy to s<>curt> the future oi the cl ub and allow u to 
CiliJitalise on our uniqur• site, w hich oiiers som • oi the 
best soanng in the country. lncrea ingly, xpeditions are 
find ing their way west to explore our ridge- and wave 
in the uncluN red airspac we enjoy. Even ii it rains 
there's plenty to do for iami l• s and grounded pi lots! 
Don Puttock, our CFI, has been hugely su ·cessiul in 

found at www.gliding.co.uk) 

From top: the K-13 Cabriolet at Booker with Dave 
Richardson (PI and creator) and Matt Cook (P2); 

<'VERY NE was pleased about Ancly lJavis getting an 
,'vt~E and Silver in the Europeans. \1\lell don ·to Alan 
Morccroit , Trevor Wilcox, Tim M aw and Martin \,t lbot 
on Silver clist<tnce and ilv -r completed .md I an 
,\itcKavney for Silver distance. Fred Ballard and M ike 

gen rati ng enthusiasm ,unong>t memb rs ,1 nd vi itors 
and is hec full time until November to organise and run 
midweek i lying. We are always delightcu to see visiting 
pilot · <~nd make them w(:'icome in our super lubhouse 
overlooktng the Wy Valley and, weather permitting, 
share a barbeque and a drink under the iamou~ Talg.lrth 
oak tree. Th 2005 Ta k We<ek dt tlw end oi August was 
full y booked and promised to be another fun week. 
Robbie Robertson Memoria/to A/an Purne/1 at Lasham (Paul Haliday) 

ROGER TAKGETf 
Sailplane Services 

Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
Nympsfield, Nr. Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GL 10 3TX 

Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861 ·Home {01453) 860447 
Mobile 07850 769060 

Offering outstanding workmanship, efficiency and service in: 
* All glass, carbon, kevlar, wood and metal repairs and modifications 

* Motor glider engine approval 
* C of A renewals and general maintenance 
* Weighings, including accurate in flight C of G positioning 
* Re--finishing in all types of gel coat and paint 

* Hard wax polfshtng 
* Competition sealing 

* BGA and PFA approved 
* Canopy perspex replacement 

- email roger@targett40.freeserve.co.uk * Aircraft recovery 

www.sailP-.laneservices. eo. uk 
October - November 2005 55 

http:www.gliding.co.uk
mailto:editor@sailpfaneandgliding.co.uk
www.sailp-laneservices
mailto:roger@targett40Jreeserve_co.uk


Club news 
Booker (Wycome Air Park) 
AFTFR revel ,llions c1bout young instructors, a! the oth ~r 

end of the ~peel rum "Shcp" Shcppard, '" " completed 

20,000 a"rolrJw;, "' " " lu)(gie'. I· le h"~ r,,non gliding 
hourc; .J nd recPnlly re;1ched the .lgP oi 80, still going 

lrv ng. This has dlmo'l J ll taken pldCT ell Bnokcr, , ,Jre,td 
over .!0+ y •,m. ould this be a record! We also 
congr._1tultlte lonath._Hl Ca\rt> ._md Kristitll1 VV(tlton on 

going solo, and numerous pilot s who've flown fa ~ t 

100kms <tncl flight :; of around 700km. O ur th anks tn 
MZ!tt clnd lo DclVC C:wnt ior running e.1 gr<'at ')-day 
la.sk Wt-•e:•k cllld SOc.Hing course . Our U!-!Ud l Aboy rH:' 

Pxpedition t.1k<·'' place from the end o f September. 
Ortve Ri char ds.on tmd Cr<Jharn Sa\·V compl t~ t ed an inter­
changeable open canopy option for our K-1 3 ( FA, ide,JI 

for v.:arm sumn1er da y:') . R _,cent Nntio nc..d:, results gave us 

4 in the top 7 in the Club CIJss, well don<' in p,1rlicul .tr 
10 ),ty ,tnd Luk>. O ur i<l>t item ol forwJrd pl,mning is th 

annual d1nner danCb'. scheduled for Fc;bruary 4, 2006. 
Roger Neat 

Borders (Milfield) 
OVER the past few months we ha v<' enjoyed many 
W d VC day> with ilighb between (J i!l ld 7, ()()0 fl. noiJ 
Cassidy iPIK201Jl, IJerek Robson (ASW 24 1 and 1\nrly 
fl.trdgetl ILS4hl ,1Chievf<rl 14,000fl, 1 S,OOOft an cl 
17,000fl respective ly. O li vi er de• Coi ntc t, who \Vii S with 
us for sci'vcral mon!hs, was ,_tmc.~ ze<.l to find we fl E:>w 
during thl· ~yv inter, dnd hl1S returned to his nativP Frl1nce . 
lie W d S given " send oft at the Black fJull , Eta l and was 
presented with a painting, by Peter Podmorc', of our 
own Enf~ li sh mounld in, The Chevint f2, f> 76 fl ). On tune 

30, llrian Cosgrove went solo on his 16th birthday. O n 
August 7, IJ.wid Key did hi ' fi ve hours in hill , therm,1 1 

;Jnd w.we. M.1ny pi lots enjoyed , ubstantial w ave fli ghts 

and lJerek Robson mdndgc•d " 248km tri angle. 1\11 this 
in l'a~t wind wa ve ; there15 not much upwind iro m thtlt 

dirf'ction (-'Xct·pt ~~(1. 

leonard Dent 

Bowland Forest (Chipping) 
OUR new K-2·1 has tl rrivPcl ond is bei ng flown Clt (' \lery 

opportunity, thanks to B.my Purslow who coll cctc'cl it 

irom Gl•rmcl!lY and Croft 13rown for filling it out. During 
National Glidin~ Week we held a dawn to duskish 
!l ying d .. ty, iir'-!1 flight w,,... .tt 4 .2ham and W<:• < ontinued 

till 8:2Gpm by which time <'Vcryune h<1d seemed to 

have had enough. Phi I Punt (who by d complete fluke 
w on the spot l,mding contest) ;1nd C.trol McCI.1y 

orgdn ised yet •. mother ft~ntast i d"1y w ith ptllie nt s oi 
Southporl Sp111<1i Injuries enjoying the thrill of the sport. 

D uring July"''' hdd " lr<'hlc• of fi ,-.; t 1o los: w 11 clone t() 
Kcith C: lorke, Co l in Parker .tnd M,1rlin Robert ~, ,Jnd in 
August C trol M cCI;, y rf'-,nled. 1\nnu .J itnps to Hus Bos 

and Shcnington by va riu u.:, nw mbcrS: w~re m<.:t with 

mixed weath · and fl y in ~. 
Phil Punt(Tracy )oseph 

Burn (Burn) 

Ross Mann of the RAFGSA Chilterns Centre finished 
his Silver with 50km before converting to the Astir 
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Two soloes at Bow/and Forest: from left: Martin 
Roberts with Phi/ Punt. Keith Clarke with Bob Pettifier 

wi th signiii c<l nt cro:,s-country fli ghb mo~t wf:PkPnds. 
We gave• ,1 much-improved per onnance In the inter­

club league under the ab I • lc<~clc r hip 01 fan Gutsell. 
Congrotulation~ tHe due to h ri ~ CYBoyl<-~. Grahe1m 

Foster '""' Paul Sk lton on lhr ir first so lo fl ights and to 
1-:;Jrl Zalnrski on gaining his Silver b<J clge, with all legs 

comp lrtccl in club ,ti rc rofl. Well -d<Jne M i<.hael W.Jiker 
on compluling hi s Si lver badge .1nd I OUkm d iplnmd in 

the >.Jme fli ght, Rnn Juhb on achi<·ving first pl .1cP in th" 

basic class il l thP Nati onal t\ erobati c competition h<'ld 
al Sallhy, and George Coodcnough who completed his 
D i<1mond Hadgc in Fucntemilanos, Sp.1in. 

George Goodenough 

Cambridge (Gransden Lodge) 
INSI'IRED by the last S&G cover ~obert \<Velford decided 

to become the 53rd so lo pilot tn achi ve a 7 Okm, in 

his LSB. Robert's 2 previous 700s this ye<tr were just dry 
runs in prep,u a tion fur th ... l>i g one. Fro rn the enli re 

club, well don , Kobert. On the SJme day came 111;1 ny 
5 hours, and D iamond 300s for Julian Bane and Bill 
H ullimor~. Ddve Csernovi cz. has turn(id into a one-mdn 

r cru i tin ~ machi ne h avtn~ introduced over 60 new 
peopl e to gliding th is (~a r alone, and our fly for ,, day 

fo r £ I S piu' rosts h, s prnv~n to bP ~ gre •. tl >Uc\-eSs . We 
fhlVC mtmy 11 P \t\' so los-: D ick rai!Joys, Davld 0 1Hrfcn. 
David S,lmucl ~. C;J re! h All en, jdnice Hec_~ d , M;1rk 
Coli ins and fon y Croud:lSs. From CUGC we haw : John 

C.1rpenter, Gr<1nt Hy~ lop and fan Vicken•. To all , WC'II 

donf'. Howc'ver, it is w ith ci<'q sddness th .tl we learnt of 
the ded th of Gill i,tn 13 ryce- mith on r\ugu; l 9, ;mcl the 

club extends i ts sympa th y to Gi lli an's fami l ( -ee p 10). 
Paul Harvey 

Clevelands (Dishforth) 
PAUL W hi tehead hnG cOmpleted his stint as CFI nd 

hanrlt•tl v 1 10 Kevin Kie ly. iv\" " 1' thanks lO I> dui . We 
ore now" truly mu lti -se rvi ce club, with members from 

th e Army, 1 avy ""d Air Force, .111d als<J from thP US/\1. 
O ur cro;s-country pilots h~ve been busy; Emm~ 

Sali bury ~ nd ick Sm ith represented us at the 
Inter-services at Honington. N ick (fly ing the dub's 

turbo V<'ntus) a hievecl a very r ~P"da hlc th ird pl.1n~. 

'Frem:h' Boh Crick compk·ted his cross-country 

<·•ndorsPment ,md rf'presentPd Leeds U niv" "ily CC, 

together w ith Ben Dorrington, dl "'" lntcr-Univer; ity 
task week ut Sutton Bal)k. We ho;ted the Inter-club 

lcdguP in June (rei: Salut,ny Soaring, previous i" ue) . 

We "re currentl y in '"' unassa ilable pos ition (!)and 
have enjoyed p.1rlicip;lling. Some members h~ve f\On<' 
on expedilion to Lu <;,Se {G ermany) .. md w e hnpe 
to rt!port ~0 n1c good fly ing nPxt i:;su "'· \ s\fp. are looking 

forw <l rd to th ,Jutumn W .;lve, and vvek.ome vLsilorS, bu t 

s~dl y ovf'rr'li,glll dCUJmmotldtion difficulti es continue•. 

P A Whitehead 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
LOT S o i pi lots h;1vc been compet ing ,11 o ther >ill '>. I he 
Duo Discu• syndica te, Chri~ Ashworth, 1\<li kP Wt";lon 

.md O.tvid flri gg,, achiev1!cl 6th pi ,1Ce dl lnlerpri se 
whi l<' Ralph Bow sfield fl y ing his LS4 c,tnte 12th. Mi ke 

R,md le dnd Simon Luc<1s guided some UW E students 
throu gh task week at Sutton B,111k. Bri,tn Birli >Cll1 and 
O li vcr W.m l flew the 18m nationals with l:lrian al;v 

'ompeling in the Booker regionals with S.1 ll y Longst,Jff 
as P2. Ceorge 1-!oherts, Mike Dol an ,md Chris Dun -an 

h.tve dll >Oioed. Gr;tham [);wis flew to Thf! Pa rk for 

50km. Andy Smith flew 7 15km from Aston Down on 

7th August, ~.ivhi ch w e beli eve, is LJ site re c,J rd. Ri chJrd 
Kill organ ised .t n exce llent mid se< -on party ,1nd rig 
roast. Robi n Bir h's be,wtifully res tored Cadet lvlklll 

made it s fir> I ili ghl after .tpproxime~te ly 'I 0 yed rs hangdr 
r e ~t. In true 1V,k\ll ~ tyle rJnc.J in c.n.;S ~\vind conditio11~ it 
proved diffi cult to co.tx I;.Kk to lhe launchpninl. Robin 
is collect ing oth er pro jects so vvh.tt wil l we -; et~ nex t? 

Frank Birlison 

Crown Service (Lasham) 
OUR lu iJ is now well establi shed , 1 La;ham fnllowiltK 
the move from RAF Odiham in 2D02. n, membersh ip 

has ri ·pn from a low po int o f about l 0 tu almo>t 40. 
Several of our old nwmbec> from the Farnborough 

ddy> h.tve rejoined including Mike Welb tour senior 
instructor), Tr ish Wi lli ;,ms, )ill Alkin son and Hnward 

TnrodP. Our .tim is to provide afford. hie gliding ior 
publ ic sc•ctor <'l11fJ ioyees . Our so lo fl eet consbts of,, 

DG-J DO, ,, Sport V~g., and a K-tl. We alsn h,w e" twn­
~l'J. t er (G ra b 1 (n ) and c,1n provid e.:. tr,1ining to c-1ugmcnt 

th e mdin:; tre.m1 Lasham ;;y .<J IL'm. /\n~1on ~ inteJl--'~ led in 

jo ining us should sec our web site Cl l www.csgc .org.uk . 

Tony Newbery 

Dartmoor Gliding Society (Brentor) 
AN exc iting period at the ti me o f writing, including first 

so lo~ by M ike )ustine and Davc· testy. Fxpediti<m> h"ve 

llecn mounted to Sullon Bank, the Mendips and Spa in 
w h >re Tr vor Taylor (allegedly) comp leted hi' SOOkm in 

)an tar 240 - trouble is lw hasn 't been seen since to 
confirm thdt it ha. b >en acceptE'd l The club has pur­
ch .J>ed ,1 very tidy K-8 ior eJr ly so los, th ,mks to Newark 

for keeping it in good order - w e hope to add many 

more so.1rlnt\ hours to th a irtrt;t me, and \<\l e hov weiA 
comed m.my 'tri al >ludenl' ' on holiday in the Soutl1 
We~t. I he winch driving union is grateiul to l~in Reecl ie 

for S(ll1l f! much-llt•eded allc lllion lo U1e IJrak • -sales o i 
spinach wdl be in sharp decl ine! 

Martin Cropper 

Deeside (Aboyne) 
TH E generall y mdiif rent w athcr th is summer has not 
prevent ·cl , orne ood cross-country fl y ing at Aboyne. 

On 23 rd June. j, k Stephen and Ro\' Wilson both fl ew 
750km . Peter Fau lkner and Charlie Jordan (on his 
16th birthday) have so lo d, wh ilt! Bru c Al exander has 

re -~o l uecl Jncl Ceorge P.11 ' r~on ha. C0111J I >led his 
llronz bJclg . AI Eddie has had to stand clow11 a CFI 
due lO work commitments (md M ikt• La\V h.:1s t.1ken up 
the post. O ur Mou11t c1i n oa rin g Competit ion is ful ly 
subscri bed, net we look IOrwJrd to hosting Enterprise 

in tuly next year. The old b lislf• r hangar is heing 
tran, ionnerlth,wks to of GIC'n Douglas . We look 
forw"J rd to seeing our vbitors in the autumn. 

Mary-Rose Smith 

Denbigh (Lieweni Pare) 
DESPITE some less than s.ttisi.tctory w eather for much 
of the ; umnwr, memiJef) o f nee ,met visitors have 
111<1n~1A d some e.xc(•llent fl ying. Otlvc Cathcrwood ha$ 

completed his Sil vc>r clur.tti on, and John Sconce h.t~ 

comp leted his cross-country endor~en1enl. Time for 
both oi th t•m lo n1ake the trek ilW<1\' irom homf' 1 Thf' 
second tJsk w e k was;,. ucc _ss, cmd is !i ke:•ly to he 

rep •, 11 ,cl in 2006. We are now in iull swi ng with 

autumn wave and rid ge ily ing , and you LHe w <:> lcome to 

come ell HI sample ou r conditions for yourst·li. Conta ·t 
the office nn 0174. 813774 fo r det;J ils. 
Paul Jewell 

Sailplane & Gliding 



Robin Birch 's beautifully-res tored Cadet MK/1/ at the 
Cotswold GC launchpoint, As ton Down 

Derby & Lanes (Camphill) 
Wf· entPrecl th<" York5hire Inter-C lub Le, gute thi s yc•Jr 
ait<•r a long absc!nc«::.' ;u1cl \-von! Ko ll on Bicestf'r. 
(ongra tu lcllio ns to a ll those who tnok part, a nd 10 rhc 
iollowing: LlcrnJrd t\bhqtl and Koss \•Vhitt le ior Llrnnz<:, 
Maurice Rent and Andrew H dwton fo r cross-country 

endorsement, olso Ross has clone Sil ver distanCP, 
Gr,1hdrn Qpan fc r Si lver h •i rht , ,1nd SlPVl' \i ~1rson fnr 
fir> 5 lo. M ike rn1strong·, 750km rat ificdt ion w es ju, t 

too IMe to gel int the ro ll ui honour in the last issue, 

~wd he also earn 3rd in thP 'o rthPrn Rt•~::tio n.Ji s. 

Dave Salmon 

Devon & Somerset (North Hill) 
AS th prt'viou' y·ear, ' open day proved very " ' siul 
Sim011 Leeson orga nized an open weekend th is August. 

With loh oi help irom d ub membe~ both on th e w eek­
end (1 11d at pre-t•vent pub l ici ty in lo <11 town , the even t 

prov~cl a hu~e su cess, rai< ing funds for the c lub ,1 nd 
~n cnura g ing severa l new memh ·r · . f\ 11u mher o f thPse 

Me being nriced from th t? Met Office, as i t has recent ly 
rdoc:nted to h eter - the hope bc• ing ihJ t w(~ c~ n 

in!luence tht:· we.rl fh f· r favo urab ly. !t dnesn 1l look ton 
encuu r7lging th ough : v.' h(~ ll a gro uf1 turn!;!(\ up (o r ,1 n 

cvening1 it sta rted to rJin ~ \'VC continue lD have ll good 

group of young, tel'!. fwrn the ' " ' iv r,i ty ,l!lcl loca lly, J 

mnnh r of whom hop· to ll y in the cl ub 's 0 ,.505 .11 
the Junior Nati onals. Congratul ation to Hal Newbury 

on Si lver d i5tance and bri d l \' lead ing th e club ladder. 
Phil Morrison 

Dorset (Eyres Field) 
UNFORTUN ATELY our encl-o f-J ul y task week w as a 
w<~shout. There i ~ talk of an au tun111 t a~k week. The 
mixed w Jlh r m ns ou r newly-gra.s elf arect j.., stl.l rling 

to look good, so we can use lols more nf our held it 

also gi es us tt much w ider a r~a. when lnunching from 

the south, >0 I s hold· I'' <..au.ed hy having to deldy 
lJun l11 11° wh i le: w aiting io r ' lidcrs to be r tri ved. We 

"'"' nO\ nm a pJr llel a rotow and w in h sy tem from 
the south end, wi th more than enour,h width to k ep 
good sep c:1 raLion . \.1Ve1vc h~H.I .J Louple of notable 

.1 hievements: Rob lv\onk ,1e. hiev~d Si lv<'r dist.mce to 
Kf·cvil in hi ~ K·h, .md Tnny Honnor t:'arned Silver height 

in his rciu rbi shcd Sky iJrk J . Wo ligang Fischcr has 
purrhc~sPd I he KP::.trPI iro111 tin• I i rwe~. t111 d tht>y htJV(:' 

"'~I.Kerl it by buying an ASW 17. Tony jo ined the c lub 
onlv lnw.Hcls the end ol lds l ye.Jr, i111d ha~ nol nnly gune 
w lo, but il l><> refurbished his Skyla rk 3 (w it h .1 litt le 

help) to " ' new cond it ion . He then s t <t y~rl u p iv r three 
hou,, g.1 ini11g hi s Sil ver heigh t on 011 ly his second fli ght 

i11 th" Skyl:trk ' Well do n t~ Tony. Rnh Monk's Si lvN 
di>tuncc wa s qu itC' tln ac hievement. H e is a dcdica lcd 
( luh me1T1 hcr, (and the c lub' s wt• lcl ill g t•xpPrt ). He oiten 

ha ... to work ~~ t wt'ekends, ~o doesn't get il PtH iy (l~ much 
thinM ll'> ~om . so wPII done Rob. \1Vf' h,Jd r1 coup lf:-1 of 
tr<Jile.r br(;.•Ctk·ins recentl y, ~1nd if Jny members Jrc 

oiim:od "Strl Lihcllc l,ti l wheel do ll y, towing .1 rm Jnd 
hitch, or d wing doll y ri gg ing aid ,md thr<'<' brJnd new 
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165 x I J tr(l i ll"r t yre~ v n brand nPw Silver paintl'd 
M cfro rims, ple.tse tel phon ' m ~ on 0 1425 27 1 273 or 

em.1i l colterest~. W€ )1111dn @vir.y in .net I wou ld ~u gge~t to 
all who keep thei r gliders in trJ i lers, in rf'motP areJs, to 
1.1kc everything they pqs, ib ly GJ n home. 

Colin Weyman 

East Sussex (Ringmer) 
MANY inter-c lub league wec~ end s h;we been w ashed 

out bu t Geo(i Til lc•y in hi s K-hcr and Adrian Lyth in th(: 

[)i scus mttnuged good fl ights. M nny member~ hdve v i ~­

itecl Sc rres , the ho lidJy des tin.1tion ior the discern ing 

glider pi lot ' Adri .1 n il(' hi ev~d Cold height tl1 ere under 
tlw tu telage oi Klaus O hlm,1nn. and the rest of th e tm m 

enjoyed r' l ights 1Jeyo l1d their ex pec tJtions. Auri an's 
hL•i ght accompan ies the Gold di s1.1r1ce he did in blue 

condi t. ions in lqly. vVell do tte! llerek Wilwn also d id 
JOOkm in his Elie, but being the IT expert, didn ' t rceli sc 

hi s logger memory W <.b nedrl y iull (md ~ lop~.P·d record­

ing after 40 mi nutes! O ther achievements include O llie 
fl il rtc•r going solo, 01zi ' J·i .tinc' converting to the K-8 

• md Va l Phi lips becoming a tu g pil ot. We have numer­
ous ne\".' mem bers and o ur ldt ·st barbecue tuok p l<:1ce 
on August 13th . O ll ie Barter's po tato c.mnon hurl ing 

large chunk~ I.:J q.w rfi s l rlnCE:'~ l iVf•ned this up and if clll Y 

d ubs w ish to challenge us, we M C up ior it ! 
Derek Wilson 

Essex (North Weald/Ridgewell) 
ON ;RATU TIONS to \art ln Jewe ll n mpleting 

hi Silver w ith a fl i •ht in hi> LY -l b3. We had , very 

succes fu l t;tsk we k ,11 Ridgewell in July w ith Tony 
IJrook (f\SW 20), Peter Gi ll (llarl 17RW) and Peter 

Manley ID .-400) completing 1 OOkm triangles in pr tty 

good tim . P tc·r Berr idge also completed a 1 OOkm tri­

angle in llis Standard irrus. Other members JChi ved 
il igh ts of up tu b hour"> . So with " .oupl~ of out londing 
it w as,, v" ri ed w ek ior tlw pilots and th e crews' Well 
dune to all w ho lw lp d. We've dddc.d a Mistrdl to our 

c lub >ingl >C<l l fl eet. Thi s i; our first "g ldss" ,1 irc raft ,1nd 
rn t1mhers E:~c \ ge rl y w(1it thei r tu rn to fly it. There\ CJ I ~o 

ano th er 11T 11 h.1ngar. \1\le now have 4 of them on site, 
c•l iminJ ti ng J considerable ,:1111oun t o i r igging/de-ri gg ing 

tim e. O ur th anks ' 0 to all w ho worked so harrllw hind 

tlw s< f• n ' s ior thE'SP im~rovement~ . 

Peter Perry 

Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 
IT ha been a reasonabl ye.1r for so los w ith eight so far, 
the latest being )ames Beach, Vernon Settle, Co l in 

EJx lon and last but by no mean, least at 80, Ken T aylor. 

J. ~ aker re·su loed. We congratulat • John Gilb rt Jr. for 
fi rst place in the Honington Regional; wi th r aul Rice 

5th and Robbo Roherts18th . :~obbo iollowed on w ith d 

er d it,tb lc 8th pl.lCC' dt the Ea,tern Regionals. f\ bo 
Robbic Nunn came t 4th and f)ennis lleslop 27 th in 

the 15m N,Hion,ll s. Robh ie alsn was l .lth in the Club 

Nilt ionals. We have a number of our younger pi lots 

pri?paring fo r the Junio rs Jt BiLestcr ond Kobbie Nunn 

Deeside instructor Steve Thompson at Aboyne with 
Peter Faulkner after the latter's first solo 

Dave Jesty and instructor A/an Holland after Oave·s 
first solo at Dartmoor Gliding Society in August 

wi ll be in th back s>at of one oi th e two pew s giving 
novice pil ots a iirst hJnd view of competition fl ying . 
Bob Godden 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 
THE comps hdve iinished ,md what a wet •. 1111 1 di mdl 
showing! s all w ho w ere dl Hon u~gton w ill testi fy th e 

weather w asn't the best. Th nk. tu the staif ior thei r 

hard work though. Paul M L •an wa< Top Ten. Steve 
d • erves a ·pecia l m •ntion ior hiS field land ing w hilst 

sti ll in gliding range o f th ai r(i Id. But l'vto ir ay< 
thenk iur the short r<"l ri v ! Th~ n < 10 all our t r w s ior 

h lpmf:! us along. TI1e Eastern Regionals at Tibenham 
saw us enter PSA Jnd Timmy in hi I nu . PSA finished 

th ird despl t.c w inning tha last two d.t ys, w ell don Peter. 

Timnw, his Dad J nd Trudi fin ished 2J rd . O h jo;• o joys 
to fl mard. Five ar after his I t so lo he has gone 

ancl d n" it ag,ti n. Thi ~ time in the K- 13. So that ' s re­
so lo beers and convNs ion beers on the sam cb y. Pau l 

,v tcl e, tn pre,ented Del l ey w ith a'"'·'" tokt •n or the 
c lub 's gratitude for his 5 yea rs of CFI-ship. 
Graham French 

Imperial College (Lasham) 
f ll [ c lub has returned from a successtul expedi tion to 

Lesce in Sluvenia, wher> Ol d /1 \' <tudt!n ts were .1 ble tu 

exper ience the thri ll of moun t.1in flyi ng for the ft r t tim 
Specia l th;1nk go to ~ oh Johnson ~ria n f1 ierneson and 

M 11 rt in ludkins for help ing w ith instruction, ami to 
1\ndrcj Ko iJr .lnd Lesce ior all the ir help w ith th, 

O"flaniUt Ji on. ongro tuloti On£ to Aki PakMinen who 

r -so lo cl ,1iter ,, 6-Y'' "' g<lp ! leG i ~ now looking 
forwarcl to thi s y ur's Juniors. Current students w ill il y 
the club single-s >aters wh i le -sluden ts w il l also be 

C< rnpeti ng. Octob r w ill see anoth r Fr her ' fair at 
Imp riJI College ,1 nrl we look forward lq welcoming 
n w glid r pilots this autumn. In addition n >xl term w ill 

sec a new ' mmitteL' t,tking contro l - I hol)l: they t>n joy 

next year as much as I have enjoyed the last one. 

Ed Coles Gale 

Kent (Challock) 
THANKS to the dynam ic duo oi C 1rpo and ill'att ie 
we hilve been in lu ll seven-day operation, w ith ful ly 

booked ho liday courses. Cred it also to Les 1'vlills. 
Richard Schoficld ,mcl J,m Ku ;,sell for organising a iull 

summer programme or fly ing for d isabled people ;md 
disadvantaged youngsters. This was made possible 

through J gcnProu5 donation from the High Flight charity. 
We. have a l ~o hMI ~ome per>ondl arhievernent>, w ith 

Gen Fr,mcis, f\ lan Murdoch and Josh Hurley solo ing, 
(md Robin Clery c:ompleti ng his Silver. Congmtul ations 
to all ' t\11 our nwmb~rs are progress ing we ll w ith thc.ir 
respective courses, dnd I expect tn be ab le to report 

rnorc ;,chi evemcnts soon. A t Kent GC, v •. ·e offer <1 yecl r 

round op<:ua tion. Keep up to d.1tP w ith ou r 11 ews ;1 t 
www.kent-glirling-club. co.uk or phone 012 33 7402 4 7 

for more information. 

Darren Palmer 
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Club focus 

Essex & 
Suffolk 
THE ESSEX & SUFFOLK Gliding Club celebrated its 
40th year in 2005, having evolved from the 
Colchester Gliding Group, which was joined by the 
members of the prior Suffolk Gli ding Group. From 
1965 Whatfield, near Ipswich, was the home airfield, 
which was to last for the next 25 years or so. 

In 1990 the Club moved to Wormingford, a 
wartime USAAF airf ield built in 1943, and within a 
few years a landmark planning case had been 
fought and won with the help of the 'BGA. 

With the aid of a Sports Lottery grant the club­
house, workshops and hangar were built, the latter 
being formally opened by HRH Prince Philip. 

We are a winch-only club but our long runway 
enables two seaters to be launched to over 2,000ft 
with 3,000ft occasionally reached, given a decent 
breeze down the runway. 

The club fleet of eight aircraft provides quite a 
reasonable ratio to our membership of about120. 

We are keen on encouraging youngsters into the 
sport, providing both basic instructional flights and 
formal training to local air scouts as well as having 
run a successful cadet scheme which is in the 
process of being modernised. We have produced 
several Junior Nationals pilots. 

Cross-country flying is encouraged and has 
resulted in an excellent record of competition 
success at both club and individual level. 

Demand for trial flights and for day courses 
continues to be high and our easy-to-use web site 
has proved to be an invaluable marketing tool. 
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Clockwise from top left: Ken Taylor (left) and Pete Wilby, 
who had just sent him solo. Ken achieved this at age 80; 
the Essex & Suffolk GC site at Wormingford; the ESGC 
clubhouse, which was officially opened by the Patron of 
the BGA, HRH the Duke of Edinburgh 

In fact, some of our trial lesson and day course 
customers travel long distances to fly at 
Wormingford and in such cases we make a point of 
identifying the club closest to them should they 
wish to continue with flying training. 

Essex & Suffolk has a friendly and encouraging 
atmosphere and all visitors are assured a warm 
welcome. We fly on Wednesdays and Fridays plus 
weekends and Bank Holidays, opening seven days 
a week during July and August . 

BobGodden 

At a glance 
Full flying membership cost: £230.00 

Launch type and cost: Winch, £6.30 

Club fleet: K-13 (x2); Twin Astir; K-21 ; 
K-6cR; K-6E; Asti r CS; Club Astir 

Private gliders: 35 

CGC instructors/full flying members: 25f120 

Type of lift : Thermal 

Radio frequency : 129.975 

Operates: 
Wednesdays. Fridays, weekends and Bank Holidays 

Seven-day opening July/ August 

Contact: 
Clubhouse: 01206 242596 

glide@esgc llyer.co.uk 

Location: 
51 56. 646 N 000 48. 197 E 

www.esgc.co.uk 
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Club news 
>- Kestrel GC (Odiham) 

WE hJvc just completed our fourth "Introduction to 
Gliding Course11 aim(-'·d J l lrcl illi llg Army Student-;. lv\c1ny 
thc-~nks to Nei I 1\rm~trong i<..Jr organising tlwm. Bernd 
V.-rrneult•n and >'vlarc Wi lkirh reprcLcntcd Ke•strel GC 

at the 2005 ISKCC dl RAF Honington flying the club's 
K2 1. All Bernd\ work on the glider p.1id <:>ff ,,, he 

moved up .l pl.lCPS in the r.111kings comp;1red tv last 

yt·ar. I h.111k. to Kt'i lh for crew ing. CFI Chris VVick rep re­

' nt('d KL',trl'l on the VIP d.1y - rL'lurning 47 years aflc~r 
completing his natiu11al servire there and ~cei ng his 
accommod.11ion block still st,111ding. Wh.11 with gelling 

a flight in tlw AGA's new IJC- 1 000. w inn ing the llG;\ 
loll ry 2 months in d row and havinJl his pic ture in 58,C 
he· is havin" a l.l;l o f the celebrity li fPstyle! We've had 
,1 good run of Friday tri ill I ons wi th thanks to Shane 

, 'arsh and dub instru tors. K trel tl i p lay cl the K-21 ;J I 

tlw Alder hot A rmy Show and that' resulted in a si r~;, m 
of trial les-,on v isitors. 

Simon Boyden 

Lasham Gliding Society (Lasham) 
LJ\ SHAM ha w I "o rn ~J 38 new member.. ,ll1d w ishes 
]a net Palm r w · I I a, sh leave th ' o ri e. W.1 lly K.1hn 

wn1pleted 60 y ars in glid ing and Luke Da le fl ' W solo 

on his 1 Gth birthday, followed by J two-hour i light . 
Chris Lewi> and team helped Lasham reach th forlil ls of 

the Inter-Club League. M ike M iller-Smith organ ised the 

iitting of control m diliLJtior" for disabled pilo tu our 
K-21 St ve Derwin christened them w ith ,m atlemrt Jt 
a 1 OOkm cross-country. A "Bulldog" aircralt presented to 

the Disabled Flying Foumb tion by thE' JordJnian Royal 
F.llt1ily Ita; be··n renovated .rn I n'lCXIiiied by Phi l F1Jck 

• lnd Steve errish and th ir teams. A LashJm w .1ther 
sktt icm rnanced b th Lasham Trust h.l5 been set up. 
t\ stil inles sle I dfmilldfy >phcrc d · ign d by David 

H.rrhcr has been er led in memory o f AI, n Purnc ll 

rsc· picture. p55). 11 beMs the quu tdtion : "Once you 
h.w flown, you w i ll wa lk the earth w ith your eyP_s 

tu rned skywards • fm there you have b n, and there 
~'Ull long to returnn - Leonardo Da Vinci . 
Tony Segal 

Lincolnshire (Strubby) 
OUR open weekend and v isits to loca l f teS hav' 

three new m mbers and lo ts mor interest. 
Con;;r,ttuiJtions to Ali Hall on go ng >olo. 

Dick Skerry 

London (Dunstable) 
HCARTY -ongratu lations to Len ross and Lloyd 
DuH.1ney, whtt flew their K-7 to Lasham to r trieve the 

Pl,ue on 7th Au •ust to p lace it back in our b.u. 

Con~r,llul dt ions also ro Robrn M ay on w inning the 18111 
\J<i tion,t l hampiOn>hip and l.ucy With,!ll who gained 

Jn incr llblt: lJ th p lace in th -· Women> Worlrl 
Ch.,n·1pronships 1 'i rn clo~ss rn Germany. any good 

long flights have taken plac during this sumrnPr w ith 
up to r okm on th hett r days. l ed Hull and fciends 

cch·brclled the 70th birthday of his sti ll airworthy Scud J 
with rake and r hampagnf". O ur caravan si te i; now 
upgraded with concrAip hancbtanding Mea, thanks to 
Duggit•. 
Geoff Moo re 

Mendip (Halesland) 
DOUIJLE ongratui <J tions ar in order tu Tony Wehb, for 

hi> .1ppointment as Deputy CFI .1nd for"' e!.Sful ly 
cornpl ti ng h is i uii-Cill c urse. ur round or the inler­

<lub w.1. " wP.tlh r vi t rm. Saturddy's ~hort Pn('(! t.tsks 
w<"re om1pletC'd hy J ll th pundib , most <>f the in term 
di.ues but llO ilQ or the novices. Sunda ' prov id•·d tlw 
clpportuni ty ior the cumpeti tnrs to no some locJI s dring 
hut no racing. W<: h .. ve ho~d the pl~a,ur o the OlllJJ<•­
ny ol Eticnnc Houtrcux, , k n french ju11ior who wa) 

owr here• to im J.JrOve hi English. l ie took the opportu­
nity to h ·come profici<>nt on w inch l aunchr n~. a skr ll h 
hds put to ~nod use on r l11rn ing home, ' h rP his first 

October ~ November 2005 

Fen/and: Paul Clean presents Del Ley with a small 
token of thanks for his five years as CFI 

competi tion was w inch l;:llln h onl y. Our han •ar is now 
looking vrry ~m rt ~in e the corroded lower halve> o f 
the door> havp h en repla •d and the new p.rrts Jre 
shining in therr new gloss p int. 
Keith Simmons 

Midland (The Long Mynd) 
The nail-b iting promis th,lt we w ould provide p rf r 

w eather fc r Comp •t ition Enterprise was amaz in~ly 
KEPT! The nonchJI,mt 'I told you so' o f l .. laughlon, H all, 

Carter et a/ was J study in it>eli dnd they could ven 
glo:Jt over the x-Mynd CFI who won it (see p 4/]). The 

debriefi ng. w ere a revelation <~S lustin Wi lb teilSed from 

the pundit their anal yses and onclusion' about the 
preced ing day over U1c mountarns and the Miclland;. 
1\t th time of writing Dominic liJu!\hton is lead ing 
our l.Jsk we k ,md th usLJ,l l young bloods hJve heen 
competing in the Junior Worlds and the aliOndls . 

Roland Bailey 

Newark a.nd Notts (Winthorpe) 
Everyone is looking iorw arcl to our econd 13ank 

H o lida ilying w ek of th ' year hut befnr .. th, t we h,wQ 
another vrsit to Camphill and the lwo-seat Comt» tition 
at Por kl ington tu keep us busy. Mike Wi llett has fi 11ally 

manag I hi Silver durat ion. Still flu ht-tl with sue ess 
the Treasur11r has also mandged 5 hours in the synd icate 
ASW 15 to finish Si lver. Rob<>rt Stdrl ing, one of our 

student m ··miJer:;, h ilS ilP•t ft;-'!Urned irom rl BGA so~tring 
cours<~ <lt Ricester w ith m ... 1ny hour5 and ki lometres 

undc·r hi, llelt. VVe If n •ra lly fl y weQkl'nd ,,nd 
VVedncsd,Jy, visi tor> art: a lw.1ys w elcome, or sec our 

\'Veh ite Jt \·Vww.tu~warknotl o;RiidiJJgdub.tiresurve.co.uk. 

Noel Kerr 

Norfolk (Tibenham) 
NATIONAL G liding WP k w,ls ,J great u Cl!SS w ith 
many visitors ilown and loca l inte t inspire-d. l'hil 

Burton. the main nr!{aniser. and his en tllllsiastic teJm of 
volun t rs, did ,, sterling job. W • have hdd ,m influ' of 

n :."'v rn 'mbers w ho Jre keep ing the tra ining mi ll turn ing. 

The lubhouse and bri l ing room h;~v undergone 

rede o rat ion ln,ide and out. pecial thanks Me du to 
Chris and Danielle for all their hard work. lso thanks 

In John Rochc-Kelly fo r trimming the tr · :.s on th 
appro~1ch to runway 3J. I ilm writing thb in the midst o f 

the Ea~t t;rn Region.1 b , which hc1s go t nil to a gre(1t sta rt 
w ith a 257 on Saturday .11111 ,\ 342 on Sundily, both 

1 000-po int dd)'> dnd both won by Simon B.1rkcr of tilE' 

Wolds CC. 

Ray Hart 

Northumbria (Currock Hill) 
SUMMER ,t t ivi ly Jl Currnck Hill h,1s bL•en h it by rhe 

._tbscnce of our tug, hut ~ •vcrc~l mL•mber~ h.1Ve made 
good progress on rhc w inch, with Katc Frost - already .1 

solo pilo t at th L1 ke~ G ·, W.1 lney- f,lC' inf\ up tu ti1P 

spcck1l ch~1llenge~ of our hilltop ~itc and going solo 
wi th U $ too. Three ui our younger memhprs - Jam it.• 

r'vtcCrcgor, Chri' Storey and Stew art C:amplwll - h.we 
gone so lo on the club's Astir .111d A l;m Adams has 
become our fourth ne-w mstructor, following Don 
Welsh, 1.111 Pl.url ,m cl Ail,,t Cooper. Oliver B dnko 

North Wales: Nfgel Jardfne's newly restored T-31 at 
Llantisilfo. 11 also went to Trent Valley tllis summer 

finish d his cros>-country t'ndorsernent dnd Si lver badg' 
whi lE' ol l the int ·r-univcrsi ty ta k Vf'ek ,,t Sutton Bank rn 

July, ~nd ~lso fl ' W his fi r>l so lo c ross-country from 
Sullon Bank to Tonti ne Inn lo PoLk lin •tun to Sutton 

flank (125km) hut land •d in" field 1 bkrn from home for 
hi irst iiclcl IJnding. 

Richard Harris 

North Wales (Liantisilio) 
M EM BERSHIP rem.1ins ·tJble but this is not lhc ideal 
si tuation ,tnd w 've h en trying to bring in ne, blood 
in. Last month w e hud <1 disp lay arcJ .rt the Wirral Shnw 

on M crseysid<' and WP wer·e fu l l tilt for two da s 

" " weri ng que;tiorh .tbout girding. 11 few people bought 
vouchers .rncl many rook aw ay detail< with the intPntion 
o f visiting for a tri,rl flight W • are p leas<'!J to report that 

P.lu l Hurst h earned his I)J 1 in; truClor ruling. Nigel 

Jardine has his T- I back in the air, after 1400 working 

hours, saving one the f w remaining Mr ra ft of this ype 
ior future gen ratiom; many or our o ld r members took 
,, ilight down memory lanE' w hile thE.' Col A rerti fi ut 

was still w • By the t ime you reotd this som of you 
rn.1y well have ~ecn th is T-J 1, as 1 rgel will b ' taking 
i l to Trent Valley in Aug< to help celebral their 
40th anniversary. 

Brian Williams 

Oxford (RAF Weston on the Green) 
l r·s lx"en dn adventurou' coupl 'of monlhs Jt OCC. 
O ur pi lo ts flew ,J c::ombined t(ll,t l of over l,OO km on 

the 7th Atrf\U 1 w ith C rrnle Shepherd , !,m Young and 
Dave Br.:ty notching up their first300km flight . VWII 
done. OG · hJYP also m~nJged to win through to th 

Inter-Club League final and are looking iorward to a 
weekend .1t Bicestcr. ongratul ,1 tions alw to GJrT)' 
Cuthi ll. St •w M cCurdy ancl CJrole Sh pherd the br,tve 

(read foolhardy) sou ls who completed their Assistant 
Instructo r courses and m e now being introd11 ·eel to the 

inslructi nK rot,J. Daisy. our r-2 1, has be n c:ov r ing the 
miles. A recent tri p ro lh Vin!Jgc ,! icier Rall y in B rlin 

was de lared a success and slw g nerdtetl much ihlrr t 

"'a tatic db pldy dl the Festiva l uf Fli!)hl. 
Simon Walker 

Portsmouth Naval (Lee-On-Solent) 
OUR new is dominated by ynung~tcrs who seem ro be 

competinfllO make the nr,;t badg · claim~. Andy Painc, 
whu <uloed only l;r. t [) cember, i lcaci inr, th pack by 
rla 11n ing all three Sil vPr leg,. Fr,m A itken rs gaining 

field-l.lnding practice. Our first ab-initio summer oursP 

pr duced ,, uop of new mer 1hers .md fir>~ snlos despite 
the weather. Mart Jluckell drstinguishecl h ints ·I by 

gaining a ll ronze leg on hi< thirl l so lo. Following h is last 
solo in a l -2 1 befm e th -' r~,t of th oLJrse were born, 

Alan Turn r ~howed great dctermin;,tion ·with hb sec­
ond 'fi rst' solo . In partio~lcompcnsdtion for the W<'< ther, 

th l()Ur>t' had a grand~t .lnd view of th ' Inter lo1lionJI 
Fe~ti vJ I of ti ll' Sed dnd the 200lh f\nniver><ll)' ut 
Trat;rlgar cplebralion' j LL~t off thE' nd of our runwJy. 
PNGC was abo ple,1; ed to ho;l a avy d •v lupment 

week and hold rwo spec ia l gl iding days 111 aid o f the 
Marie Curie C ncer ·art' dhlrity. 
Steve Morgan ;,-
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Club news 

East Sussex's Derek Wilson finishes 300km at Ringmer 
in his E/fe 

> Scottish (Portmoak) 
OUR new Junio r is on site ~nd th •re hils been a teady 
qu<'ue of memb rs waiting to try out a br.1nd-new 
glider. Judging by the ,mile on their ia s wh n they 

J, nd, they\ <e been very impressed. One cou"e member, 
Keith Mur 'an fle1 h is first solo ~!the beginnin • uf 
Augu; t, ~ nd thl;! very next d<1y flew the new ]uni(Jr to 

Sil ver height ! That first week in August produced some 
excellent 1 cl V Jnd d number oi pi lot · clo k d up .1 few 

hunrlred ki lometres. Achievem n t· in e la. I issue 
include: Steven King, Ray Bennie and Neil Brown 
(~olo); Dan Duffy (Bronze); Cordon Hunter (Cross­
Country Endorsement); 1.1in Dunc,11·1 (Silver h ight anrl 

Si I er dur:H ion); Marlin Ling (Silver d istance); John 
Dunnington (Gold height): lan Normdn and t\l ,m Boyle 
( ssismnt Instructor), ;mcl the eVer-d..,tcrmined Sant 

CervJnl , try ing out his new olibri log&oer, completed 

a 52Ukm fol low .d ,1 couple of week' later b a l .l 6km. 
lan Easson 

Shalbourne Soaring Society (Rivar Hill) 
MANY solo and re-solos h~ve b n v isited upon 
Shalbourne. Congr~tu l a tiun to Phi I Logue, Dave 

Hailey, Scr>ey ZugralJnev .1nd St.eve C~1t~. Jpolugies i i I 
have missed .myone. O ur instructor l am ha> al5o h n 
i ited with the additiCJn oi thr n w Ills; ya la Liron, 
Rob Sharpt' and Mikl' Truelove. Our Ch<!i rmdn, D.1ve 

Morrow, b now an ,ts~ i stant instructo r and Tim RoUson 
ha re-qualifi~~d ,, a full-rated one. ll<ware .111 yCJu trial 

I son . tudents tht:y'n-• de peratc to pract ise their p<!ll<:rl 
I must also mention Jerry Pack and t\ya la Lirdn's results 
in tht' recent L..t<,h,m1 Kt: •icm.1h ; I Oth and 17th p l.1ce 

d c~ not reflec t the ~ 1 th<')' .1m • j11int fi rst on one of 

only thr e i l l'•1ble d<Jys. 
Simon Holland 

Shenington (Edgehill) 
01 Sunday, 7 August, /on Sherman, Daryl Burton, John 
Rogers dnrl Phi I Atkioson al l il v 300~ms from 

Sheningtun. lvlartin Hill did 1 OOkm, and Andrew 

Salisbury Si lver distance. Stf"V(' Codd took our Twin Astir 
to Biccstcr 1-<egionab and introduced Roy Colmdn, 1Vtdrtin 

Pa ley. lane jervis, Geoff ]ones and GrahiJm l:lamiJrouk to 

ti1C' J.lledsure of cro>s-country competition flying. AI,IS, on 
the d<1y our Chairm~n Mick Furt:sdon was due to fly, the 

W(>Jther did not rise to the occasion. We all miss John 
111 odger" Hcut lt~)'. \-vho passt\d awl-1)' June 20; ;1 f~w year:-. 

:1go Dodger (md I flew to Ch~.wvigny together in th~:.· 

Super ub GOFEK to join Harry M~ek's expedition. He 
was .:1lway~ ~1 ppr(eo gentleman [f-,c •~;o' oiJituary. p62J. 
Mary Meagher 

Shropshire Soaring Group (Sieap) 
AFTER severJI non-soar~hl<' weekends we have hdcl 
some very nice fl ying. M.Jtt VVood iwis~ ilc\·V hL.., 

fi ve hnurs in the A~lir ctnd \Vt' all manilged ~ome:" cross­

country flying. In ~n l?iiort to c,llch up on the hours, we 
pldn to fly on Thursd..-1ys heiore ttlC' CVL'ning tri c.1l lessons. 
Colin Ratcliffe has obtained hi, NPPL. Ric f'restwich has 
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decided to no longer ily PI . He still managed to climb 
th<:> ChPvvron up to 6,000ft in WdVe from tht• right-hand 

>eat. We s.1icl goodbye to Ch;Hies Webb with a hum:m­
ist ceremony ieaturing music irom tvtozart and 

Beethoven'"' his Open Cirru~ CFK c irc led the crem:llo­
riurn l":hind the Chipmunk. 
Keith Field 

South London Gliding Centre (Kenley) 
Sinn• soloing on his 16th birthday, li!ck Edwards had 

completed Bronzc, cross-country endorsement .1nd 
Silver duration. This sec1son h(1~ S(1en <l n·rluction in trial 

le.s)ons fo iiO\·v ing the termination o( our arrJngement 
with Red Letter Days - beforP recent developm<;nb. 
This meZ~nt more flying for club members and J better 
atmosphere. lJ I'l~t!...t S<Jitahle mc1intpnan f! Jlr<'>hiPms h.1ve 

tcmJ.lorarily depleted our solo flcet!t but we hope to be 
fu ll strpngth DgJin sotm. VVe now hav1.2. CAA dpproval 

for \.Vinch 1,1U11Ching irom J. large field some three miles 
from Kcnl<•y on certdin weekends and other (/,11 ·s w hf;'n 

our own airfield is being used for A ir Cadet training. 
Our first u,;e of the field was high ly successful. H.wing d 

glider on display in t\ugu>l at two locdl airshows 
(Ken le\' <1nd R ·dhi lll stimulated a lot oi interest and we 

ltre hoping lhJt will translllte into 5ome new members. 
Peter Bolton 

Southdown (Parham) 
SUMMER northerlies Jrt! a rari ty ,11 l'arham, bul (lrri ved 
in Ju ly providing opportuni ties for ridge running normally 

restrictt>d to w intN. Among those takin~ ad vanta •e 

were: John Ruyn r w ho i le' Cold distance and Daw 
Cowley who omplc tecl his dvcr. G rry Mu;grovc, 
George 13Jxter, Tim GJtwicke, lan Johnstone and Terry 
Cullen all o lo d . Our 75th AnniversJry wa, cc lehrated 

in ; ty le wi th many o ld friends includ1ng Alfuns M inJ5 

from the Gcrm.1n Club L M Monchscheide Bad Breisig. 
He got all three Diamond> in a K-6 in 1 <JbR! Our MP 

N ick Herb<;rt ame to support us. along wi th m m bers 
of Horsh~m Coun<il. D vid ~oberts repreSt•ntf'<ltlw 
8GA, wi th Pc te Stratten .mcl s,~.c Editor Hclcn Elfcms. 
Our h<1irman Dick D ixon ensured that everyon • wc:t. 

in the right p lace at thl' right time. W ith mor.Jie soMing, 
lan Ashdown flew the first (,()Qkm triangle from ParhJm. 

Both he and aig l owric then man.1gecl 7SOkm flights 
in August. Stev v dliilm' has taken over ds ::fl from 
Chris l3<!ckwell , and we w ish hin1 well . 

Peter l Holloway 

South Wales (Usk) 
CON GR1\TULATIONS to Simon Lewis, GeorKe 
~•.>h •rtson, Mc1rk Tho111~s, Roh ll in•>s .1nd ]on Phil lips 

011 completing Silver. W ell don to George for h is fi rst 
lllllkm in his Pir,H. C•.mgr,1tul,lliOih 10 !dire llelm 

.md D,1vc Alien on going solo .md to Ion Helm on his 
re-solo. I regret to report thE< sari n ws of the death of 

llugh t:v.111s who w~s one oi the founder members of 
our club, Vice President Jnd former Treasurer. He w ill 

be s~rl ly missed by <1ll. Tdsk week was a wash out thcHI 

Stratford on Avon: Peter Merritt has gone solo and is 
one of the club's strongest evening team supporters 

Dorset: Tony Honnor with Gerry Cox, who sent him 
solo. Tony has now gained Silver height in his Skylark 3 

norn1.1l w ith no flying dl .1 ll . l.1n KC'nnerly, EnLo 

Cas.1gronde and 1\ndrew J;un"> sought solac in the 
French t\ lps: l).wP Thomas had " sim iiJr experience in 
the ltali~n 1\lps. We have ;1bo b<•nefi ted by upgrarlin • 

our cnmputer to vvirel_.~~ broadbdnd. Our evening ilying 

trial lessons have been very popular this year and will 
hopefu lly gc~nercltt=- ~ome 1ww memUc-•r:-; . 
jan Phillips 

Staffordshire (Seighford) 
ALTIIOUGII the number oi large laun h • i slightly 
down, we h.we seen re.ason,Jblc SOJring fl1ghts th1s 

summer. Congratuld tion~ tc' m mbe" for re ent badge 
flights: Derek M iles h. s his Bron1.e and cros -countr)' 
dur<J tion fl ight ' ; Dan Yat s has Bronze SOdlin' fl i •hts 
and Silver height; £lri,1n Layt h.IS complet d the c ro -­

country endors<,ment; Rob ~olre obtai ned his Si lver after 
completing h i 5hr dur.ltion on a visit to Aslon Down; 

Geoff Suuon has omp leted Bronze s dring and 
corw<>rted to his K-6. Thanks to Bil l 1-lenc/erson, Dave 
Woollun, Chris johnson, Der k lieaton and helpers fur 

hard work on armn in ai r Pxperienc' evenings .md 
orporale days. ongratul IHJns to ~angi de b,,fiy for 

finishing 4th in the rcen . I ~~ · .11 the Aicester 

Region~1'1 . l'<''if'r Gill dncl Col in R.llc liffe h.lVe completed 
motorglider 1'1rPLs. Thanks to Stevc llrinclley for his 
rontinuPd h~rcl work gener,Hin).\ tlw cl ulJ newsl ttc•r. We 
look forw.ud to the vi; it to Sullon B,lnk in pt >mher. 

Paul (Barney) Crump 

Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 
THE club task w eek in July was a totJI washout with 
only une flyJlJic ddy. \Nh~n ]@nching w~s po ' ibl 39 

launches were a hieved. l·~owcvcr, Sunday 7th August 
w as fanta lie with: Phi I Picket! 500km (ASW 24) rhi l 

King ~gain ( IJ) Le lngrnm ( 0 - 100km Gold) M ark 

f'a= n,; (Dart 17) dnd Andy Balkwill (ASW 20) repe~t 
JOOkms. Si lver distances from Emma Sharp and Paul 
M cA uley w ith Si lv r duration; by Richard Ell is and 

Aclri~n Fow ler with l'aul going round again fo llowing an 

airsp.1ce infrin em ent' - oss-country ·nclo r ements 
have bet•n ~1w~uded to l.1Ur.1 rV,aksymowicz, Emmd 

ShMp and Pdul Thornton. Congr;ll ulat ion~ to il l I. Tri,d 
lessons and evening group bookings hJvC' picked up 

very we.ll \.Vith d~dicated support from our leilmS. 

rhcm ks to all helping out on this most import.mt fLmc­

tion. Peter r\1\Prritt has ilown solo and bone ol uur 
strongest evening IL'Jm supporters. VVell donP Pete:.• r Jnd 
instructors involved. 

Harry Williams 

The Soaring Centre (Hus Bos) 
CONCRATULAfiONS to Nigel l in lt , Lee Coleman and 
Dave Lambert on goings Jlo, and ]onathan Tip ler ancl 
M<1rtin Turnh.1m who completed Silver nistdn e fl ights. 

W ell donC' to Russcll ChecthJm on his Silv~er med~ l .11 
the Europcc1n Ch.1mp icmships in Finl.md, well dune~ to 
Chris Curtis un winning the Red CliJss at Bicester 
Region~ii S :mrl lan Craigit:: on coming J rd in thl• G ret·n 
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A brand-new Junior in their new hangar is the latest 
addition to the fleet at the Scottish Gliding Centre 

ri.1S< there. Tug OY i> now b<~c k and al l r ' iin ished. 
We also have a new improved of ice computer >YSle m. 
fhe th ~ I luninr World Gliding h~mrion,h ips was 
h •Id .11 the club in Augu I dnd was a gr at >UC ess. 

Many thanks to evel)•on who h lped out organ ising 
;1nd running the compet itio n. 

Siobhan Crabb 

Trent Valley (Kirton in Lindsey) 
WE were iortun,11~ w ith exce llent we~the r ior th • 

>econd leg of th« 'Yellow Bu ng Tr oph\" with tht> 
lluckminster GC, along with our own VVood nd G l.1ss 

compelil ions: n gl idt< r> took f.>Jrl i lyin a tota l oi 
J.950km over 2 days. Cordon Bow ·won 1e bth 

Wooden cup, Ste e Wilkmson th 5th .lass r·up .1nd 

' rr •nl Vc~ lley Glidi ng lub' the now f.1 mou> 'Y I low 
flung Trophy' . We are Jlreacly look ing forward ton xt 

y<w. We are very grateful ior 1 h ~: loan o i Pock lington 's 
1',1\ n lug. Many members enjoyed a pre.' nliH iou 
from two Red Arrows who arc al o cel ebr ling 40 years. 

A> part oi our c lebrations we h, d the u>c of d T-3 1 
during ugust. the v ry fir·st gl id •r type bo 11ght l>y l rt!nt 

Vdlley. lt was a r~al fun machine and thoroughly 
enjoyed by Jl! . A speciJ i thc~nk you tu ig •I ).1rdine 

who kind ly lo ,1 n J 11 to u<:, . \' · i_\re curren tly tri al ling 
po lycthy lcne rope instead of >~eel c~ble for winch 

l i~u n ching. Earl y results ~He very enrour.1~~ in g. 

lane! Holland 

Ulster (Bellarena) 
I'~E I'A~t\TIOr 3re well aclvan ed to mock the club's 

7ith .1 11ni crsary by having a fl y-in, olr di,play' ilnd 
t•venin~ of food and dancP on Friday, September 2. Thi s 

weekend coincid s w ith the Ji r display at Portru~h so 
wv anti ip,J tf• a hectic lc·w cl.1y>. Th lub w ill op n the 

,1i r 'how on the S.1turdu ' dmJ Sund«y wi th ,, form ation 
i lyp.1 SI of gild rs on J roto" o~ ccomp •. uu c>el by two 

rnotorg lidc:r . ur ,talic di p l.1y w ill Jg,l in i>l' .-1 focal 
poin t ior attr.K iing new b loocl. Hopai11llv our l<obirr 
(,J\Wiit ing tl<l rts from Fr;mcc) w ill be bock in ~et ion by 

then. You have heard of h~L' in the hel iry - '"" h.wP 
~t.trlill B~ ne ling in n11 r h(1 ng.tr and th ey n:·.Jih1 n e:J tc a 
mcssl There are a number o i suggestions fur gell ing 
tf ll'm n·rnov d but a g liUE:! r pilots arp con~elvJ ii oni..;, t ~ 

.1nrl hird lover> at h art we continue to grin and bP.lr 

the droppings trom un h i~hl ongratul;~ tion_ to Gc~ry 

McL1uf~hl in nn arhieving bron ze. 
Seamus Doran 

Vale of White Horse (Sandhill Farm) 
NO doubt spurr don by S&G arti c les JbmJI long K 
flight;, 'li.ll1y McNicholas and Gerry Brown re ently fl ew 

iOOkm triJngle and our COililfil tul ations go to them. 
Othcerwi:;e we have had sornething uf a miXeu sununer. 

Cl iif Bcvericlge'' IJJrbecu ''continue to be vt"ry pop cil ~ r. 

c~ru l his fdmC is sp rc·,ulinl:l worldwide fo llow ing " trip tu 
,'vlinden in the US where he laid on a h;,rbecue after 

flving 011 hi:; ld~t L'Vening there. l ie llOW h:J-. r.Hl 

inv itdli on lrnm Cavil'l \'\fi ll ~, who w:1" th {;' r ~ , to head 
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clown to New ze.,IJnd, pilrticu larly if he can Id\' on a 

barb ue there, too! 
Graham Turner 

Welland (Lyveden) 
EARLI E~ th is umnw r d d isplay at the Craniord Steam 
Rally <~nd our Open Weekend added tu our rnernber­

<hit>· The military borrowe<l our fi eld on ea rly morning 

for "n e'erctSc and show ed heli copter dnd a Hercules' 
STOI cap.lhi l ity. 'I his AuBU 't <oaring weather has 
co in<.:iderl w ith our f!yl1'1g v,1t!ek '-1 nd produced mi x ..-cJ 

achiev oments: two of our Cadets. lai n Horrod ;\ild 13en 
M ile$ hav~ begu11 soo~ring so lo, Jo oopC'r i al so flying 

10 lo and Dav« Willelle and Stephen llurges5 h,we 

the" oss-Cuuntry Endorsements. I here ' ns a snnll 
collection oi 30Qkms .1ncl two d.i\' retri -v s froni rnyseli 
,md Mark Kushdc n ball l in!l ior th<' top of th ladd r; 

then there's been 'JOkm/h round the club 25km triangle 
from Mikf' Tay lur: a ~m«ll r-ol l ti 11 nf Jkm landoub on 

one oi the JOOkm d~ ys and our CFI's 8km retrieve from 

the local golf course allempting the dub triangle in his 
N imbus - allentions ti> hi parked glider prevented 

r -•freshm 11t at the s:ol f cl ub bar! 
Strzeb 

Windrushers (Bicester) 
JU I.Y saw us hosttlw first and very ucc" siul Uic:e;; ter 
reg i on.~ I, wi th on .1m.11ing eight out oi nine days flown ! 

Winner oi the Green cl."s wos Chris Curt is in an 
ASW 27, winner ui the Red class w ,\5 Jon Roberts in an 

r\SW t 'J . Me,111while, rne of our older ,mcl balder 
(sorry, bolder!) member> have gon on expedition to 

Lu>se in Germany to further their gliding experi ' ne 
and dppreci, lion of rm.1n beer. This summer has 
>een us operat ing a l ick ·even clay a week operation 
and our faci l ities cont inue to be improvPd. Recent flying 

dChicvernenl> include 'olos by p,..f<? ad le, o rrnan 
Holliiield , Jolien Chow and Susannah Br.~ i n. Mark 

Szymkowic:z fl ew Diamond OistJnC ·· on tlw 7th August. 
Rachel Brewin 

Wrekin GC (RAF Cosford) 
INE'VF h,1d ou r iir>t succe>siu l :HJOkm from Cos iord. 

Well clon e Pou l Holdna ll . who rece ives" era le of beer 
irom the CFI. Sqn Ldr R<"<Jclmon ldke,; owr from Sqn l.ur 
I im Fwb,111k as O iii ccr In Chc~rge. We w i h Tirn our best 
in his new job, an I ' i···el taki ng on the ro le ,,g.1in ! ·1\vu 

m mbers ent red the lniPr-SPrvices. Stu Duncan took 

the trophy ior h ighc>t-pl ~ cd novice', so congratu l,ltions. 
In S pternber. members wil l ·ondu t Wooley .licle 

200S, tn visit lucJtions ,lfounu Vo les. drt ing at RAF 

Va ll ' Y, C<Jrne. von, Ll, nb dr . nd RAF Brawdy. rh is is in 
memory of like Woo ley who passed away earlier thi. 

ye~ r, rJising funds iur anc r Research UK, ;1nd ha 

been org, ni s d by D nnis Madclocks . O ur bi.mnual 
e. ped to Lleweni Pare is pl ann12d ior late Sepl mber, 

where Wl"' de-camp our tug, mntor , lirl r ;,nd pi:J~ ti C­

fantasti c hnt~ hips fo r wJve, Gold and Diamond heights. 
Trev Cook 

17-year-old Ben Miles flew his first solo with the club 's 
cadet scheme during We/land 's flying week 

16-year-old lain Harrod congratulated by instructor 
A/an Bushne/1 on IJis first solo flight, at We/land 

Wyvern (Upavon) 
IN the iiml heat of the Sou th -West Area Inter-C lub 

Le.·1gue .1t Upovon, Saturday wo~s shabby <1nd a 
promising Sunday I •cl to tasks up to 120km being set 
but the inv •r ·ion stopped that and all bar two pundits 
wer forced to IJncl h<~c k . Al l the mure cred it to M ike 

Edw.mis (Ventus e r, llW&·ND GCl w ho completed the 
ta sk, \·von the d::ty .md ;1re'1 1Pr1gue and ecured a. plnce 

at the fin7! 1. Simon Minson IASW 20 L, .o rrh Hi ll i 

Cdme , worthy econd. In the Inter-Services Reg ional 
G liding Ch~mpion~hip~ Jt RAF Honinglon AI Tribe and 

Brian Penio ld were well pia ·rl 7t h ""clOth in the Op 'n 
Class and Paul Wright and l'aul Jessop both col lected 

trophies for most impf()ved tJ ilots. C<Jngr.llu l tions to 
W ill Chapp I on .1rhieving Gold disi.Jnn : and Diamond 

goa l on a 300km task from pavon. Farewell to th 
landing arm obstruc tion aka the Control TowN (BGA 

Tumpoint UI'A), iirMI Iy demoli,hed diler un>uco.:ssiul 

eiiorts by the SAS ,1ncl 622 ATC G liding School. 

Andy Gibson 

York (Rufforth) 
M IXED fortunes for flying over the I <1st couple of months 

but mtJny membt-rs hdve hc1d sign i fi on! sucn :!SS.. Barry 
Douglas achieved the iirst Silver the club has seen in a 
\·vh il e, io11o'-'vCd by 1\ndrew Bdlly who m'-mc1geU to 
squeeze in his iinal I OOkrn i light wi th qualify ing h<;> ight 

g.1in j ust before his 1 Hth birthday hc~vin~ defrost cl i rom 
hi · sub-z.cro 5-hour exped ition ba k in March. r\ nu m­

her ui othE'r-; are hot on their h et> with Craig Ollt>y and 
Keith Batty gt;!ll ing !hei r Silver h ight , nd durat ion, Pam 
Shuttl w orth and M atthew Moxon thri r i lvPr duration 
and Terry ewby his Sil ver d istance.. Th Giant Flying 

Models display on the w kt!l1d oi 1 J th and 14th 
August wa another gr dt cc;.-,, ion. Desp ite flying prop 

and je models almost as big as gliders, many people 
were keen to put th ems<Oives i n th e p ilot eJ t fur some 

Sunday o~fternoon therma l li ng. Find ll y, heart· ielt 

congratu l,1t rons irom " 11 to club rnernbcr, Pete 1-IJ rvey, 
on winning th e European Open Class Championship. 

Keith Batty 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
A good wC'ek was had by the student who jo ined us for 

the Inter nis - with severa l oi them go in home w ith 
pe r~onn l achievements, bronze or Silver le ... VVe­

c;ongratu late al l who took par~. we look iol'\"ard tu 

seein I you .1ga in on and thank Anni one! the tea m 
ior the greJI urgJnisation. Despite on ly a coup le oi ta>k 
d,1 y the 1 rtherns went w ell and th;,nk:, tu dl l cl ub 

m -mh r who helped . The club tdsk week wJs ble sed 
w ith good weat lwr and several 1 OOs of kmq rornpl et ··d 

by all those who took r art. Fin<~lly, congratulations to 
Tim Stanley ior compl l ing Silver w ith 5 hours in July. 

Marian Stanley 

S&G 's thanks to Debb Ev.ws (or editing this issue 's 
Club "''· \'ou can read tire stOr)' of her <JWn 

first solo achiPvement on pages 44-47 of this S&G 

61 

http:weeke.nd
http:dchicveme.nb
http:lCCOn,p,.11
http:SUlld.JY
http:S.lturd.JY


Obituaries 

JOHN Kent 1-l,lrtlcy. President oi Sheninglon GC known 

to all oi us as "Dodgel"', died on Monday June 20, :wo. 
at the d f\t! oi90. Dodger loved every aspect oi (ly ing. H ' 

started .c. ,Jn Jpprent lce with 1\ .V R · M haddlirloll, 

n ar M anchester, then wnrked for Boulton Paul Aviation 

in thC' Micll~ncl~ o n the D eiianl cluring th ' w ar. Oodg r 

has been wing wa lking, harn, to rming, flying in a YAK 

25, and on ly thi> yc<~r jo ined us in an Air Atlantique 

Dakot;,~ . Dodg r showed up .11 Shenington in 1991, 

ready i<Jr n1ore adventure. Solo two years later, h 

celehratt'd h <s !lOth hinhdoy with a series of loops in 

a K-8! Doclge bE>Cante an institution on rhco airiiclu , 

BGA Badges 
No Pilot Club (place of flight) Date 

FAI l,OOOKM DIPLOMA 

15 Luke Roberts Omarama. NZ 21 .1.05 

BGA 750KM DIPLOMA 

53 Ray Wilson Deeside 

54 Mike Armstrong Derby & l anes 

23.6.05 

11 .5.05 

BGA TWO-SEATER 750KM DIPLOMA 

11 Andy Perkins/Ed Garner (Backer) 11.5.05 

DIAMOND BADGE 

697 John Goudie Scol!ish Gliding Union 10.5.05 

698 David Ashby Yorkshire 11.5.05 

gell in • the glider> and ground equipment ready for the 699 Davld Postlethwaite RAFGSA (Sisteron) 6.5.05 

day .J! 7,1111, >till !hurt· dt the t:nd or the d,ly, clowning his 

pint. A ll y •Jr rou11d he cou ld be relied upon, frequently 

·t-a)•tng m his ea an on the ~ irfielcl. He was loved 

<~ nd respe<.ted by everyon!' who r.1m1· into rnntact 

w ith him - a rrue grmtleman ll) the end. 

John Hampson & lu Kennington 

Mike Langton- Cambridge 
MIKE. w ho died aged only SO in April this year, never 

did thtn(\S by halves. He started g liding with CCC in 

199 I . and Wd' qui .. k ly >Oio. lt ~meet no time until he 

h~cl his Silwr ~ nd wil' ilv ing hi~ ASW 19. But it wa_ hi 

all-ro und involvement that marked him out - ~1ving va>t 

amounts oi tim • and energy to help establish th · c lub ,lt 

i t.s new site at Gr.msdPn I odge. Publi school educatC>d 

;111d a huild r by trM.Ie, M ike ,imply wa5 everywhere ,md 

his contribution Gin not b · underestimated. Mike' l~sti nft 

legacy is the club's <:adet schem •, nnd as a testimony tu 

his nlhusiasm and motivation all our first six cadets 

went solo . He is r> i urccl with April Cunsidine, o ne or 
them, w hen she ' o loed on her I hth b irthday. 12 ye.Jr 

on, th , ~ hemP still ,lttr<~cts young people i11to gliding. 

lie lovecl visit i n~ oth r c lubs. particularly the RAFGSA 

si tes. w hich suited his love of .1 good p<~rly. H" l;uer ilew 

from \ .1Uisham, wh •re he hcr.Hne a Hc~si(. In tructor, 

Jnd regu larly at Oishforth . A b ig blond bear oi a man 

Diamond dis1ance 

1-1 030 John Goudie Scollish Gliding Union 10.5.05 

1-1 031 Michael Col! ell Booker 11 .5.05 

·1 032 David Ashby Yorkshire 11 .5.05 

·1 033 Mike Osborn Wrekin (Jaca.Spain) 

1·1 034 Jose ph Westwood Yorkshire 

25.6.05 

3.7.05 

Diamond goal 

2-3070 Robert Forrest 

2-3071 Stephen Clark 

Cairf\gorm 12.5.05 

Dartmoor (Gariep Dam) 9.12.04 

2·3072 

2-3073 

2-3074 

Joseph Westwood Yorkshire 30.5.05 

11 .5.05 

3.7.05 

Charlie Tagg Welds 

Paul Holdnall Wrekin 

Diamond height 

3-1639 David PosllethwaiteRAFGSA (SisteronJ 6.5.05 

3·1640 Daryl Mansbridge ATC 621(Minden USA) 2.3.05 

3·1641 David Keith 

3-1642 Martin Pingel 

GOLD BADGE 

Shenington(Minden USA) 17.3.05 

Black Mountains 7.5.05 

2376 Stephen Clark Dartmoor (Gariep Dam) 30.12.04 

2377 David Pos!lethwaite RAFGSA (SisteronJ 6.5.05 

2378 Joseph Westwood Yorkshire 30.5.05 

2379 James Kellerman Cambridge (Cerdanya) 7.4.05 

2380 

2381 

Philip Pickell 

I an Atherton 

Gold height 

Stratford (Sullen BankJ 26.5.05 

Shenington (Cerdanya) 30.3.05 

with <1 uoornlng voi<t:, Mik<: ah· ,\y5 m.1r! ·' <lll impact. Stephen Clark Dartmoor (Gariep Dam) 31 .12.04 

He is p rhaps the only per on v r to arn e to prepJre a David Smith 

pig ron>l w ith the pig tr.1[lped in th' pJSS<'n!-\er 'C!dt o i Dav1d Posllethwaite 

his ·ar. O n th.1nking Mike at a GrJnsdcn Regional lor 

his usu3l tirel ss efim t; 1n tlw ba kwound, i'hi\Jd iery 

Sil id "On<' minute he w"' unblo king the I.Kl ies' loo, the 

next he was up to his clbo' makin co leslaw" . I thl<l 

it ,1ys it all. Re>t in peJn' Mike 

John Birch 
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)'UUdl'f\(!fve it. ~ 

James Kellerman 

Philip Pickell 

lan Atherton 

Geotfrey Searle 

Daryl Mansbridge 

Sharon Kerby 

Bidlord 6.5.05 

RAFGSA (Sis1eron) 6.5.05 

Cambridge (Cerdanya) 7.4.05 

Stratford(Sullon Bank) 26.5.05 

Shenington (Cerdanya) 30.03.05 

Stratford On Avon 26.5.05 

ATC 621 (Minden, USA) 2.3.05 

Stratlord (Sultan Bank) 26.5.05 

No Pilot Club (place of flight) Date 

Gold height (continued) 

Steve Ancsell 

lee lngram 

l asham (Tauranga. NZ) 3.3.05 

Stratford (Sullen Bank) 26.5.05 

Gold distance 

Stephen Clark 

Charlie Tagg 

Dartmoor (Gariep Dam) 9.12.04 

Paul Hold nail 

Joseph Westwood 

Wolds 

Wrekin 

Yorkshire 

SILVER BADGE 

1151 1 Rowland Clarke Devon & Somerset 

North Devon 11512 

11513 

11514 

11515 

11516 

11517 

11518 

11519 

11520 

11521 

11522 

11523 

11524 

11525 

11526 

11527 

11528 

11529 

11530 

11531 

11532 

11 533 

11534 

11535 

11536 

11537 

11538 

1t 539 

11540 

11541 

11542 

11543 

11544 

11545 

11546 

11547 

Rhona Wakem 

Alan Groves lasham 

Peter Thomson Cairngorm 

lan Wilson lasham 

Allan Wallace Bidtord 

Jacob Newberry SGU 

Peter Brown Anglia 

l yndon Wood Beaker 

Stephen Jarvis Nene Valley 

Jonathan Moore Seahawk 

Keith Jenkinson Soaring Centre 

Jon Truman 

Paul Jessop 

John Marsh 

John Symonds 

Martin Talbol 

Nigel Smith 

Carolina Bois 

Cranwell 

Wyvern 

Yorkshire 

Bath & Wilts 

Bristol & Glos 

Chilterns 

Buckminster 

Martin McDonatd 662 VGS 

James Mace 

lan Bly1he 

Bid lord 

Chilterns 

Chnslopher Winlon East Sussex 

Robin Davenport Cotswold 

lan McKavney Bristol & Glos 

Adam Roberts London 

Robert Rolle Stallordshire 

David Holborn Wolds 

Martin Hill Shenington 

Martin Turnham Soaring Centre 

Steve Ancsel l 

Alan Moorcrolt 

lasham 

Bristol & Glos 

Alan Munroe Soaring Centre 

Timothy Stantey Yorkshire 

Noel Kerr Newark & Nons 

Graeme Walker Cambridge 

Michael Vickery Lasham 

BGA CROSS-COUNTRY DIPLOMA 

959 Jonathan Moore Seahawk 

960 

961 

962 

963 

964 

965 

966 

967 

Gerald Fishenden Heron 

Paul Holdnall 

James Mace 

Alan Groves 

John Marsh 

Steve Ancsell 

Martin Perry 

Gary Marshal 

Wrekin 

Bid lord 

lasham 

Yorkshire 

l asham 

Wolds 

Burn 

11.5.05 

3.7.05 

30.5.05 

29.5.05 

11 .5.05 

11.5.05 

11 .5.05 

15.5.05 

11 .5.05 

4.4.05 

15 505 

15.5.05 

17.5.05 

15.5.05 

11.5.05 

15.5.05 

15.5.05 

29.5.05 

11.5.05 

30.5.05 

31.5.05 

30.5.05 

10.6.04 

17.5.05 

18.6.05 

31 .5.05 

8.6.05 

30.5.05 

21 .6.05 

20.6.05 

26.6.05 

2.7.05 

3.7.05 

11 .7.05 

10.7.05 

31.5.05 

26.6.05 

26.6.05 

7.6.05 

13.7.05 

15.5.05 

26.3.05 

29.5.05 

17.5.05 

11 .5.05 

26.6.05 

30.7.04 

3.7.05 

31.5.05 
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AAIB update 
In the latest of our regular series gleaned from UK Air 

Accident Investigation Branch bulletins, here is a recent 

gliding-related AAIB summary from the Department for 

Transport website: 

Registration: 

Type : 

location: 

Date: 

FWN 

ASKJJ 

!looker, 

Wycombe 1\ir Park , 

Buckinghomshi re 

OG August 2004 

Summary: The swdent h,l(l been given d tridl gliding 

lesson as a gift. Tlw instruc tor did not noti ·e that the 

~ tuclen t had taken a GJm ra and had placed it on the 

cockpi t floor in front of hi< ('Ontro l co lumn, betw~n 

his fe •t. i'he ldke-off ro ll proceed ed norm all y, w 1th 

the student reca ll ing that it was bumpy iiS the gl ider 

orcelera ted ov r the gras runway surf.1cc . ( nee the 

glider wa airborn the mr:H ion was ~mouth , but, as 
FW started to c limb ahove its norrr1JI po. ition behind 

the tu g aircraft , the instru c tor found th ,1 t he was unab le 

to move the control co lumn iorwi1rcl w hen h tri ed to 

corr et thi s. The tug pilot, m eanwhile, no ti ced a 

progr ... sive 'heav ~ on the tug aircraft just <:IS it w as lea v­

illi) the ground and that the ior ' intensified. The ta il oi 

the tug aircraft b gan to ri se, so the tug pi lot re leased the 

tow rope. ThP g lider w a se~>n to c limb ·teepl y to a 

height of al>oul 100 i e t, w hereupon it st.dled , dropped 

i t~ left w in!; and ent red a turn to the I it. 1\~ the glid er 

picked up speed the winfi.G levelled and th now pitched 

up. FWN then stru ck the ground on its whee l in a level 

attitude ilnd hounrt:\d b<1c k into the dir. 1\g..tin it c limbed 

; tceply, reac.h ing il h i ~ ht oi abou t 4 fl fee t. The gliJo•r 

stalleu a ·econd time, tlw left wing dropped again and 

th e g lide r pitched nose down striking th e g round in .1n 

Jlmost verti I Jltitudc left wing lirst, befo re settling 

b;H·k on thP ground the ri ght way up. The nos o f the 

gl1der had been crush d ancl the stud nt h<H.I suffered 

severe injuries to both hi s le s. fhe instruc tor h~d 

sustJined chest and hack injuri . Tht> resu lts of the 

inve5t lgtltion 1ndicated that thf' tudent's camera hr d 

become lodged in th gdp betw<;en the ait edge of 

the cockpit fl our Jnd ~he fron t s ',ll contro l column "' 

the glider ilccel rdl ~I .111d bounced ov >r the runway 

su rfoce during tlw t.1k L• -nii run, thus prev"nling forwarrl 

movement of the instruct<'Jr's control col umn. One 

rec::ommcn ddtion wa~ m.1c:Je to the 13riti ~h Gliding 

AiSOc i.-tlion: 

Safety Recommendation 2005-077 

11 is rc·rornmencled that the Briti >h Gliding Association 

rPinforn: the mes~ilge th .1 t there must be no l oo~e 

articles in aircrzlft when they <1re being flown. 

The iull AAIB report rc l,lling to the .1bove is m'<l ililhle ill 

htlfl:ij\\ '\'\'W.d,liiJ.df/. f.W I'.Uk/pul)/i( .JiiOn~TJu//e/ in :,lc'HI,~U~l_.J.(J().) ,( fm 

There W('re nu glicl ing-re l,1tecl ilcciclents in th e 1\t\lll's 

Jul\' 2005 bulletin. 

October - November 2005 

Accident/incident summaries by oave wright 

AIRCRAFT 

Rei Type BGA No Damage 

038 Slingsby T53 - None 

DATE 

Time 

Feb-05 

Place 

PILOT(S) 

Age 

Incident Rpt 52 

59 

Injury 

None 

None 

P1 Hours 

1900 

During a type conversion flight in conditions of imminent snow the pilots found hill lift and had a short flight up to 3,000ft until 

snow again threatened. During the pre-tanding checks it was found that the airbrakes would not open and so sideslip was used 

to make a safe circuit and landing. No defect was found - icing was suspected. 

039 Grab T12 

(Model not specified) 

Minor 24-Apr-05 

1201 

Tibenham 

The pilot misjudged his landing and bounced. damaging the glider's fuselage. 

040 LS6c 3683 M1nor 12-May-05 

1532 

Cromdale 

60 None 62 

35 None 757 

During a cross-country flight the pilot had to make a field landing. He misjudged the wind direction and the height of the trees 

and landed halfway into the field. To avoid hilling the far fence he initiated a ground loop. which damaged the undercarriage and 

an aileron. Sea air had penetrated further inland than he expected. 

041 ASW 27 4338 Minor 09-May-05 

1205 

Nr Aylesbury - None 811 

The pilot was on a cross-country flight when deteriorating tilt conditions caused him to make a lietd landing. A suitable field was 

selected in good lime and he made an approach into a Ski wind and over trees using lull llap and 70kls. This resulted in a high 

rate ol descent which led to a misjudged round-out and a collapsed undercarriage. 

042 K-6CR 4099 Minor 02-May-05 

1240 

Crowland 58 Minor 32 

The pilot made a normal approach into the 10 to 15 knot wind and , all er a normal touchdown . fully opened the airbrakes and 

·'brought the stick back a bit'". This combined with a gust and a bump in the runway caused the glider to till off then drop heavily 

on to the ground. This caused only minor damage but aggravated a previous back injury. 

043 K-21 KFY Minor 05-May-05 

1434 

Grandsen 

Lodge 

58 

50 

None 

None 

3200 

589 

During a basic instructor acceptance check the winch driver simulated a power failure. P2 chose to land ahead and al!er a fully 

held off landing ran across a shallow depression in the runway. The nosewheel impacted the rising side ol this causing damage 

to the nosewheel structure. The depression was not visible lrom the air. 

044 K-13 None May-05 

1300 

Incident Apt 57 None 

None 

514 

The llighl was to be a trial lesson tor an experienced power pilot. The glider was towed upwind to a point where the field had 

been visible on previous llights . On this occasion visibility deteriorated and so P1 decided to make a safe precautionary landing 

in a good field_ 

045 Robin DR400 G-BAEB Minor 15-May-05 

1112 

Andreas. toM - None 

The power pilot decided to take-off downwind and. because of loose debris on the side of the runway, manoeuvred his aircraft 

close to the winch. Alter passing a "Beware winch cable" sign he taxied within half a wingspan of the vehicle. The suspended 

cable caught in the propeller. damaging it and the engine cowlings. 

046 Pilatus B4 1849 Minor 30-May-05 

1628 

Tatgarth 7t None 761 

After failing to soar the pilot probably approached too fast tor the nil wind conditions and bounced. He shut the airbrakes and a 

pilot induced oscillation developed resulting In the glider landing slightly nose down causing minor damage to the underside ol 

the nose cone. The pilot believes he was distracted by an earlier ground handling incident . 

047 SZD Junior - Minor May-05 

1600 

Incident Apt - None 

A Pilatus glider was being towed to the congested launch point with a walker on the port wing . The starboard wing lip struck the 

rudder ol a parked Junior, causing minor damage. 

048 K-7 Minor May-05 Incident Apt 45 None 

None 

AI about 300ft, after a normal initial launch. the stick started oscillating fore and aft by about one inch. As Pl was having to use 

considerable force to maintain the slick position he abandoned the launch and the vipration stopped as speed was 

reduced to 50kls. He ttew an abbreviated ci rcuit . The elevator trim tab actuator glue joint had failed. 
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Shenington Gliding Club offers Individual Tuit ion 
with Bruno Brown. Specialising in: 

CONFIDENCE BUILDING COURSES 
INSTRUCTOR WORK UP TRAINING 

GROUND STUDIES IN ALL GLIDING ASPECTS 

All courses w ill be tailored to your own requirements 
but will include: 

/ STALL APPRECIATION AND SPIN AWARENESS 
/ LAUNCH FAILURE •RECOVERY TRAINING 
/ UNDERSTANDING THE DANGERS OF LOW FLYING 

"SAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE" IS GOOD 

SAFETY THROUGH 
UNDERSTANDING IS BETTER 

Talk to Bruno on 

01295 722228 
www.glidetrain.com 

e-mail: brunobrown@tesco.net 

~ See You Mobile v2.3 £149 
U See You v3.2 £92 

Probably the best PDA Navigation, 
Task Planning and Analysis software 

- Try it today -

Supplied on 3 COs with world wide topo 
and satellite mapping. v3.2 now with 
downloading for EW flight recorders. See 
You was used to score the 2005 Open 
Nationals, Junior Nationals and 5 regional 
competitions 

UK Service Centre for the 
repair and upgrade of all 
Cambridge Instruments 

BGA and IGC Approved Calibration Centre 
for all types of GPS Flight Recorders 

£15 + £6 return post 

Dickie Feakes 
Bicester Aviation Services 
11 The Poplars, Launton, Bicester OX26 SOW 

0186g 245948 or 07710 221131 
dickie@bas.uk.net 

SF 25C Rotax-Falke 
THE IDEAL MOTORGLIDER 
FOR TRAINING, SOARING, 
CRUISING AND AEROTOW 

SCHEIBE-FLUGZEUGBAU 
GMBH 

D-K-122 1 ll;~ cll;~u, August-l'fahz-Str. 2.) 

Tl' l: OO·i') K I :1 1· 7 20H~ or -' 20K-1 • F:tx: -73(/)K-1 

UK Contact: Peter Serge Fink 
Tel: 01293 885147 • Fax: 01293 873214 
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ROYAL DEESIDE 
WAVE GLIDING SPECIAL 

at the 

Loch Kinord Hotel *** 
r;.P.S. 

N)7~"~ 04.59lr 
\1'002" 
5l.h99' 

Onlv I. 1 miles 
from 1he 

OEESLDB 
GLIDING 

CI.~B 

7 NIGHTS BED (/lld BJ(fu1Kf'AS1'fmm £1 JOpp 
()fft:ring c..:omfortahk- :tt:<.:<)11111todaL hHl. guod lboU, 

and u llnc :-.ele,:Lion of ~1:11t \Vhi~ky ro cn jo~,. ht:sitk 
coal fire~. (Dai ly r.tt<..:s availahlc:) 

FURTHER GROUP DISCOll!';'fS FOR PARTIES 10+ 

Telepbone 013398 85229 
www.locbkinord.cmn 

GLIDER 
INSTRUMENTS 

(M. G. Hutchinson) 

PZL, Winter and Smiths Instruments 
repaired and overhauled. 

Contact us with your requirements. 

Write or phone: 

'Tanfie!d' 
Shobdon 

Nr. Leominster 
Herefordshire HR6 9LX 

Tel: 01568 708 368 

PFT­
Hinton 

The Motor Glider Club 
e NPPL Courses - SL'\1G & SSEP 
e Courses for GUdcr Pilot's -From £850 
e RT Courses & Test Centre 
e Ground Study W / E Courses 
e Motor Glider Hire- £49ph 
e Cl 50 Hire- from £85ph 

Hinton Airfield, Nr Banbury 
L'"ss ibctll I lw11rjiw11 /.CJ!ii/0 11 or 

/Jinnill,!!,bam - L'f(f :\140 

01295 812775 
E-mail: clivestaint~r@tiscali.co.uk 

THE NEW WAVE IN GliDING ••• 

A new operation offering a complete 
gliding package for all levels. 

Structured or casual courses, 
huge glider fleet, stunning scenery, 

discounts on all types of 
accommodation and a unique, 

friendly Kiwi ~tmosphere 

ww.soarmg.co.nz 

---~ 

THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 

p~ 

For more than 70 years our members 
have been enjoying one of the best 

Ridge Soaring and Wave Sites in 
S(otland 

Why not join us and see for yourself 

S(otland's Premier Training Site 
Training Courses for 2005 

Clubhouse accommodation, caravan and camping space 
must be booked in advance 

Call us on 01592 840543 
The ScoHish Gliding Centre 

Portmook Airfield, Scotlondwell KY 13 9JJ 
Web http://www.sc:oHishglidingcentre.co.uk 

emoil: office@scoHishglidingcentre.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 

mailto:office@scottishglidingcentre.co.uk
http:http://www.5Ca"ishglidingcentre.co.uk
http:www.soaring.co.nz
mailto:c1iveslainl~r@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:dickie@bas.uk.net
mailto:brunobrown@tesco.net
http:www.glidetrain.com


Classifieds 
Please send the text of your classified advert to 
Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not to the editor) 
- debbie@gliding.co.uk. Call 0116 253 1051 
if you have any queries about classified adverts. 

Please remember that, if you are em ailing text, 
your advert may not appear unless we have 
received payment by post or credit card by the 
deadline. The deadline for classifieds to be 
included in the December 2005 - January 2006 
issue of S&G is November 4, 2005. after which 
any adverts received will be published in the 
following issue. 

Text: SOp/word, minimum twenty words (£16). 
Black and white photographs: £6 extra 
Box number: £3 extra. All prices include VAT. 

FOR SALE 

2 1/3 Share of LAK12 at Kirton Lindsey. Needs 
attention and ColA. Offers. Tel Rocky on 01724 
341350 

POWERED FLYING INSTRUCTION Special 
Conversion courses for glider pilots at eHicient 
experienced school in West Wales. Call CliH Day 
01267 202292 www.flywithcliH.co.uk 

PAWNEE REBUILD PROJECTS. Three aircraft 
with documentation plus large holding of new and 
used spares. Also large quantity of Lycoming 0-
540 parts including crankcases, cylinders and 
internals. Would separate 
airtrame and engine parts. Bill 01754 820316 
(answerphone) . 

LS8-18 "H8" Built 1995,900 hours, 330 launches. 
Very good condition, never broken. Competition 
panel includes C4, Seeker radio, horizon. Garmin, 
wiring tor Compaq and Colibri. Full outfit including 
bug wipers, parachute, oxygen, Cobra trailer. View 
Gransden Lodge. Contact 01223 263480 

ROBIN DR400 180R TUG. C of A until April 2008. 
Spar mod not applicable to this type. 720 radio. 
Superb tug. £52,000 ono. 01494 529263 

MOTORGLIDER BRASOV. Excellent condition 
with new 80 HP engine, new propellor, new bat­
tery, new tail cover. View at Enstone. Quick Sale at 
£19,995. Tel 01242 672494 

Lake Keepit Soaring Club 
Visiting Australia? 

X/C site - friendly club 
Good glider availability 

Web info: www.users.bigpond.com/keepitsoaring 
E-mail: keepit.soaring@bigpond.com 

Servicing, maintenance, C's of A, repatn; 
and rebuilds on composites, wood & metal, 

n 11 mike@sky4aviation .co .uk 
www.sky4aviation .co.uk 

0 
Mobile: 07810 517916 

Branscorn~e Airfield, Branscornbe, Devon EX12 38L 

October - November 2005 

FOURNIER RFS Two Shares left based at 
Dunkeswell , Nr North Hill. £5500 per share (6 
shares) £19 per hour wet. Contact Bill Hosie 
07788 425443 or 01278 671259 

DIMONA MK11 SLMG. Aug 87, Airframe 1618 
hrs. Eng TT 11 20 hrs, usual panel, electric vario, 
AiH, GPS • map, radio, transponder, excellent 
condition . Always hangared. At Saltby. Details 
pack 0115 9258318£28 000. 

DISCUS B. Instruments. Cobra trai ler. C of A from 
purchase date. £26,000 ono. 01494 529263 

FOR SALE in Florida 20 minutes from Disney: 70 
Acre 3000' grass Gliderport, Business, Towplanes 
& Gliders, Airport OHice, Hangars, Guest Houses, 
and 3000 SF Home; $2,750,000; details at 
www.AviationRE.com Broker: John Clendenon 
941.746.1031 Aviation Real Estate 

GROB 1098. Beautiful G-UILD is tor sale . 1550 
hours total time A+E. NDH whatsoever fully 
instrumented. Seeker Cam localiser with cam 
channels. Artifi cial horizon D.l. Mode C 
Transponder . Maintained by Airborne Composites 
and BGA Inspector, suit group flying. £44,000 
ovno Details from wm_dewey@msn.com 

SUPERB WINTER SOARING NOV-FEB 
OMARAMA, New Zealand. Experienced pilots 
wanted to share shipping costs LS8. LS6 & ASW 
24 Call Jack 07971 141930 

PAWNEE 260 HP 720 radio. 4 blade quiet prop. 
Mudguards. C ot A until January 2006. Tost tow 
hook. Fuselage spar mod done. £52,000 Tel: 
07715 420103 or 01494 529263 - David 
Richardson 

ALUMINIUM TRAILER - 25'6" x 2'10" wide x 
4'1 0" high - suitable 15/17M glider. Sturdy box 
section chassis, metal floor, new tyres + spare 
wheel. Based Stratford - £550 ovno. Williams 
0 1926 853985 

Skyvvings 
is the official monthly magazine of the 

British Hang Gliding and Paraglid•ng Association. 
£27 per annum subscriptions from 

BHPA, The Old Schoolroom. Loughborough Road, 
Leicester. England LE4 SPJ. Tel: 0116 2611322 

httpJ!tesl.ebrd.comlskywings/home.html 

Where can you get so much performance 
(50-1) John son test for so little investment. 
My LAC 12, built new 1990, is tor sale for 
£14k. Includes one man rigging aids (I'm an 
OAP and can rig solo), tow out bar, 500 hrs 
total . See at Halton. Wilshere 01923 225233 
days. Email: motrot@aol.com. 

-~ 

/~~ 
Cotswold Gliders 

http://www.cotswoldgliders.co.uk 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 
INSURANCE? 

Contact: 
Tony Fidler 

Glider pilot for 35+ years 
40+ years insurance 

experience 
Telephone/tax/write to: 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 
Spalding, Lines PE12 908 

Tel : 01406 362462 
Fax: 01406 362124 

-----TOWBARS TO TRUST 
e EC Type Approved ban use oil cor manufacturers fitting poinh 
e Fitting does not offec:t the vehicle worranty 
• life1imv gvoro.nt001 und!!r the Witter Shi'*l of Safety 

See Yallow Pages for your nCorc$1 ~iolist fitter o r stockist. 
WlTUR TOWBARS, CHESTER CHS 2NY 

Td: 01244 284500 • Web: 'W"N'N.wiHcr·towhon.co.vk 

ASK 21 Basic instruments. 7600 hours, 15709 
launches. All checks up to date. C of A until 
February. No trailer, £30,000. Tel: 07715 420103 
or 01494 529263- David Richardson 

LS8 18. Built 1996.Complete with nine month old 
Shirenewton trailer & tow out gear.For further 
details contact Brian Scougall (H) 01577861505 
(M) 07703486454. 

JANUS C. 1983 Retractable undercarriage. 
Privately owned good condition full instruments 
Excellent 1996 metal trailer and tow-out gear. 
Ready to fly £39,500 ono. Details: Chris bretts­
farm@fsmail.net Tel: 44(0) 1206 240280 
44(0)7889911329 

LIBELLE 205. Damaged, repairable. One wing 
has spar damage. All prepared for repairs with var­
ious spares, metal trailer, trestles etc. £1200 ono 
Tel : 01628 785333 

TO RENT. Luxury 6 berth campervan in N.Z. See 
www.sicampers.co.nz 

BGA M3 FACILITY 

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 

PFA RATING 

HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN 
Carbon, kevlar and glassfibre, wood and metal . Alloy airtrame repairs a speciality. 

All types of repair work undertaken, from minor trailer crash to large insurance claim. 
Kestrel/Libel le rudder and aileron drive rebuilds, also NOT testing of rudder drive. 

Engine overhaul. Engine approval. Machining facilities tor wing pins, axles, etc. ng welding. 

If you require any of the above services, please contact us on any of the following 

Tel : Workshop 01993 779380 Fax 01993 779380 
Email: office@cotswoldgliders.co.uk 

Mobile No. 07944 885117 

or The Old Dairy, High Cogges Farm, High Cogges, Witney, Oxon. OX29 6UN 
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Climate and dusty Covers 
Why be afraid of dust, rain and sun? Protect 
your airplanes with effective covers from 
Sweden. All covers are made of white 
waterproof web and have very high UV pro­
tection. All Sewing is with double thread. 
We give you 4 years guarantee on the 
Materials. Easy to wash. I will send product 
and materials information if you wish. 

For more information 
Lars-Erik Blom, Emfo AB Sweden 

Fax 46 504 15150 
Email : emfo@telia.com 
Internet: www.emfo.se 

Bronze & Beyond 
Now the Third Edition! 

After huge demand, the book 
that tells you what every Brit ish 

cross-country pilot should know is 
now in its third edition. 

Available from BGA, larger gliding 
clubs AFE and direct from: 

www.mccullagh.demon.co.uklbronze.htm 

Hang Gliding Hot Air Ballooning 

45 minutes from Geneva. Les Carroz high 
in the French Alps. Fully equipped 
apartment with garage. Sleeps 4/5. 

Enquiries: Tel & Fax: 01797 252458 
Mob:7747 894493 

MASON RESTORATION 

~ 

G lider and M otorglider 
CofA Inspections 

Weight a nd Balance 
Repairs and Refinishing on 

Wood and G lassfibre 

JJ\ 

27 Kellett Gate, Low Fulney, 
S palding, Lines PE L2 6E H 

Phone: Da,•e Mason 01775 723737 
Email: silent.flight@virgin.net 

r---------------------------------------------------------------, 

If you missed 
Andy Davis's tips on flying your first competition 

Russell Cheetham·s account of the UK's first FAI t ,OOOkm Diploma 

Tony Segal's research into K-I 3 nosewheels vs landing skids 

Guy Westgale's out-and-<eturn lo Sicily from Southern England 

Owen Truelove's trip from the UK to New Zealand- by Stemme 

Basil Fairston's explanation of how to get badge claims right 

S&G's restrospective on the first 50 pilots to claim UK 7505 

then perhaps you should consider subscribing to S&G 
- or ask your club to stock enough copies every issue 

STARTING WITH THE ISSUE 

I would like to subscribe to six issues of Sa1ip/ane & Gliding. 

Please extend my current subscription by a further six issues 

My details are (please complete in block capotals) 

name MriMrs'Miss/Ms 

address 

telephone 

email 

I endose a cheque/Postal Order/International Money Order for 

made payable to the British Gliding Association 

Please debit my: Visa Access Maslercard Switch Solo 

card number 

Valid from Expiry date 

Card security number (last 3 digits on signature strip): 

Issue no (Switch cards only) 

Signature 

& Date 
£22.50 (UK); US $65 airmail: US $45 surface. Please return 
to: BGA, Kimberley House. Vaughan Way. LEICESTER. 
LE1 4SE. UK, lel + 44 116 253 1051 www.gliding.co.uk : 

---------------------------------------------------------------~ 
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OXYGEN SYSTEMS 
New deals for the 2005 wave season 
RD Aviation is proud to represent Mountain High portable oxygen systems with Electronic Delivery System EDS that delivers altitude 
compensated pulses of oxygen as you inhale. This advanced system uses as little as 10% of the amount of oxygen used by constant flow 
systems in similar conditions, thereby increasing your high-altitude endurance by up to 10 times. At high altitude your oxygen system 
absolutely has to be right, so trust the best- Mountain High. 

MH single outlet EDS system with 
311 litre Kevlar cylinder 

MH single outlet 
constant flow sy tem 
with 180 litre 
Aluminium cylinder 

MH single box, dual-outlet EDS 
system with 311 litr Kevlar 
cylinder 
Comprised of 311 litre Kevlar cylinder with carry 
bag , cylinder-mounting regulator, dual-outlet EDS 
box, two cannulas and two facemasks. The system 
provides approximately 18 hours endurance for two 
people at 10,000ft, 12 hours at 15,000ft and 10 
hours at 18,000ft. The cylinder is 92mm diameter 
and 480mm in length, making it ideal for installation 
into standard glider oxygen cylinder cutouts. The 
cylinder weighs approximately 0.9kg. 

As per dual outlet system above, but with single 
outlet EDS box, one cannula and one facemask. 
Endurance of cylinder is effectively doubled to 36 
hours at 10,000ft, 24 hours at 15,000ft and 20 hours 
at 18,000ft 

1800-psi cylinder with integral constant ftow regulator, 
charging valve and gauge. Comes with fiow-meter 
needle valve, cannula and mask. Endurance: 7 hours 
at 1 O,OOOft, 4 hours at 15,000ft and 3 hours at 
18,000ft. 

MH Smgle Outlet EDS System 

MH/ED5011·1P £765.00 

MH Single Outlet Constant Flow 
System 

MH Dual Outlet EDS System 

MH/OOEDS-2002.02 £1 ,359.00 

(was £865 - save £1 00) MH/180CF £325.00 
(was £349 - save £24) 

BORGELT 
Introducing the latest Variometer I Flight Director System from Borgelt 

Borgelt 8500 VE NEW 
The 8500 VE from 8orgelt consists of a variometer unit, display/control unit and GPS. 

The variometer display has red and green LEDs near the 'zero' point which displays increases or decreases in average 
climb rate, or in cruise mode indicates when the air mass is rising or sinking. In cruise mode two blue LEDs and two 
amber LEDs provide the speed command display. When relative vario goes above the Macready setting the cruise 
audio changes to the 'Climb' tone. lihe Variometer has a two-channel audio and is supplied with left and right speakers, 
which can indicate direction of the thermal centre or direction of next waypoint using GPS derived information . The 
variometer is available in either 57 mm or 80mm panel mount sizes. 
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The display/control unit has been designed to be as small as possible while still being large enough lo be easily 
read.able and easy to operate. The unit is 30mm high by 80mm wide and just 30mm deep. The unit has a push button 
located in the top left of the unit and a rotary encoder with push button action located below it. All functions are controlled 
by these two buttons - Macready setting, ballast, bugs etc. The rest of the space is filled by a 122 x 32 graphics LC D 
with display area measuring 60 .5mm by 19mm, detailing basic GPS navigation display with turn-point database, 
wind and final-glide computer. 

The GPS unit uses the latest low-power technology and draws less than 30mA at 12 volts while providing four fixes per second. 

The 8orgelt 8500 VE can also supply serial air and GPS data to any full -function glide and navigation computer such as the 8orgelt 
92000 or any of the PDA type devices. An optional PDA power supply module is also available. 

Borgelt 8500 VE 

BORGEL TBSOOVE £959.00 

Power Module for PDA 

BORGEL TBSOOPM £57.50 

http:1,359.00



