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AIRSPACE UPDATE

> flight information service (FIS) may he

provided by civil and military ATC units.
Most small light aircraft talk to whoever will
flisten as they fly around the country.

Visual Meteorological Conditions
VMC conditions for Class D, E and in the
open FIR below FL100 are: that an aircraft
shall remain 1,000ft vertically, and 1,500m
horizontally from cloud in a flight visibility
of 5km. Below 3,000ft AMSL an aircraft shall
remain clear of cloud in a flight visibility of
5km and in sight of the ground. Additionally
when flying in the Open FIR below 3,000ft
and below 140kts flight is permitted in flight
visibilities of 1,500 metres.

Local Agreements

A number of local agreements exist, which
modify the effects of some of the airspace
listed above. Letters of Agreement (LoA)
between a gliding club and a nearby airport
can make airspace either more or less
restrictive than described above, depending
on circumstances. These arrangements are
too numerous to list in full herc.

Clubs that have LoAs must encourage
their pilots to make use of the agreements.
These agreements take up a large amount of
time and effort to achieve and if the ATC
authorities can see that they arc not being
used then we shall lose them. Use it or lose
itt Copies of LoAs should be available from
your club.

NOTE: LoAs will be published on the
BGA website airspace section to assist pilots
before they visit a new site that has an LoA.
Sites with LoAs will be listed.

These agreements have developed over
considerable time and the BGA Airspace
Committee does not have the capacity
for retrospective discussion of agreements
already signed.

Aerodrome Traffic Zone (ATZ)
A glider pilot wishing to enter an ATZ must
first call the airfield on the notified radio
frequency. An ATZ is only active during the
notified hours of operation of the airfield.
A few ATZs may only be active at weekends
and Bank Holidays. Many military airfields
are notified as permanently active though in
reality this is not the case. Nonetheless the
ATZs must be regarded as active at all times.
At an airfield with an Air Traffic Control
(ATC) unit, that unit is able to give or refuse
permission for any aircraft to enter the ATZ
and to give clearances to take-off or land.

At an airfield with an Aerodrome Flight
Information Service (AFIS) or Air/Ground
(A/G) service, that unit is able only to pass
information from which a pilot may judge
whether or not it is safe to enter the ATZ or
to take-off or land, i.e. the unit cannot issue
clearances or withhold permission.

The following categories of airfield
are protected by an ATZ: Government
aerodromes and licensed aerodromes with
one of the above types of service.

The ATZ comprises the airspace extending
from ground level to 2,000it above the level
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of the aerodrome and within a radius of 2 or
2.5 nm of the centre of the aerodrome,
depending on the length of the main runway.
At airfields without ATZs, including most
gliding sites, regardless of how busy they are,
an itinerant aircraft may legally pcnetrate the
airspace near and over the airfield,

provided the pilot conforms to the traffic
pattern or keeps clear of the circuit airspace,
and ohserves the normal rules of good
airmanship Lo avoid conflicting with other
aircraft. For landing at airfields with or with-
out ATZs, it should be noted that many are
listed in the UK Air Pilot as “PPR”, “PPR to
non-radio aircraft” or even “not available to
non-radio aircraft”. PPR (Prior Permission
Required) means that landing permission
must be obtained in advance of the flight, for
example by telephone. All military airfields
are effectively PPR and will not permit
landings by civil aircraft except where they
have been pre-arranged, or in an emergency.

Military Aerodrome Traffic Zones
(MATZ)

The rules applicable to the penetration of a
MATZ are nol mandatory for civil aircraft
and the same applies to the Lakenheath
Military Control Zone. However, radio
contact is advised and inside every MATZ
there is an ATZ, the rules of which must be
observed.

A standard MATZ comprises the airspace
within a 5nm radius of the centre of the
airfield extending from the surface to 3,000ft
above airfield elevation.

In addition, projecting stubs Snm long and
4nm wide extending from 1,000ft to 3,000ft
above airfield elevation are aligned with the
approach to the main runway at one or both
ends. Some MATZ may lack stubs or form
part of a combined MATZ (CMATZ).

Prohibited and Restricted Areas
A Prohibited Area (P-prefix) is prohibited to
all aircraft, whereas a Restricted Area
(R-prefix) permits limited access by aircraft
under defined circumstances, for example,
landing at a nearby airfield. These areas
include atomic energy establishments,
security areas in Northern Ireland and
sensitive military installations. Most
Restricted Areas should be considered as
prohibited to gliders but the following are
exceptions:

The Restricted Airspace established around
high-security prisons is applicable only to
helicopters and R105 at Highgrove House,
Gloucestershire, applies only to helicopters
and microlights.

R313 at Scampton exists for the purpose of
protecting the Red Arrows’ display training.
The arca is a circle of 5nm radius extending
to 9,500ft ams| and active only during
Scampton’s normal operating hours, which
are weekdays and as notified by NOTAM.
During these times, a glider may enter the
area by permission of ATC Waddington.

Temporary Restricted Airspace
Major air displays such as Farnborough

or the Royal International Air Tattoo (RIAT)
display at Fairford are protected by
Temporary Restricted Airspace {TRA).

This year the RIAT is again at RAF
Fairford, on July 15-16, 2006. Be aware
that the TRA starts on July 12 and runs until
July 17. Farnborough Air Show is from July
17-23, 2006.

Local gliding clubs usually negotiate limited
access routes to and from their sites to
enable non-radio gliders to continue
operating but a glider equipped with suitable
radio may fly in the area if it contacts the
ATC unit designated by the NOTAM as the
controlling authority.

Other types of Temporary Restricted
Airspace are effectively closed to gliders.
They are established to protect Red Arrows’
displays throughout the country, plus major
flypast formations, over events of political
significance and over the sites of major
disasters. The duration and extent of the
restriction can be quite short and will be
published by NOTAM.

Royal Flights (Purple Airspace)

At certain times Airspace to protect Royal
Flights in fixed wing aircraft is established.
This airspace is now referred to as Temporary
Class A airspace. Details are available by
using the Freephone service 0500 354802 or
from AIS (military) on 01895 426153.
NOTAM information of this airspace may

be available should the flight be planned in
advance. The AIS website www.ais.org.uk
will have this information. NOTAM covering
Rovyal helicopter flights have ceased. These
flights are not protected by Temporary Class
A airspace. Clubs should telephone daily in
order to obtain information on Royal Flights.
Gliders are not permitted to fly within
Temporary Class A Airspace, even by
contacting ATC.

Danger Areas

The UK is covered with Danger Arcas of
many types, shapes and sizes. They are
active part-time, permanently or when
notified by NOTAM. Full details will be
found in the UK Air Pilot, RAC Section.

The chart of UK Airspace Restrictions is also
useful.

The UK Air Pilot lists only the type of
activity most likely to be encountered,
but in practice various hazards may be
encountered manoeuvring outside the
confines of the Danger Area, especially if it
is a Weapons Range Danger Area.

Many Danger Areas contain areas over
which flight is prohibited at times within
the period of activity of the Danger Area by
reason of by-laws made under the Military
Lands Act 1892 and associated legislation.
It is also worth noting that the UK Air Pilot
does not list Danger Areas with upper limits
500it or less above the local surface, to
which prohibiting by-laws may also apply.

With these exceptions, flight through a
Danger Area is not prohibited, but may be
foolhardy.

For certain Danger Areas, most notably for
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Salisbury Plain, a Danger Area Crossing
Service, is available — call Salisbury Plain
Control on 122.75Mhz. A Danger Area
Activity Service is available in other cases:
this should be viewed as a means of
establishing the state of activity of a Danger
Area at a particular time, not as a clearance
to cross it. A convenient summary of these
two services and the ATC units to contact is
printed at the foot of the 1: 500 000 series
CAA charts.

Particular care should be taken to avoid
Weston on the Green (D129), which is used
extensively for military paratroops’ training.
Brize Radar on (134.3) will confirm activity
status.

Parachuting

There are many sites around the country and
a few operate every day and are extremely
busy. The list of parachute sites and the
appropriate contact ATSU/AC for transit
information is on the maps. The airspace

is contained in a circle radius 1.5 or 2nm
from the centre of the drop zone up to a
maximum of FL150. You will NOT see a
free-fall parachutist in time to take avoiding
action. The BGA website airspace scction
has a link showing all parachute sites and
radio frequencies. NOTE: this list adds
another 0.5nm to the radius of drop zones.
This is for pilots flying with moving map
displays to receive a warning when within
0.5nm of a drop zone.

High Intensity Radio Transmission
Areas (HIRTA)

These contain powerful radio emissions,
which may cause interference with glider
radios, electric variometers, electronic
barographs and loggers. In particular,
Fylingdales is so powerful that prolonged
exposure may be injurious to health.

Areas of Intense Aerial Activity
(AIAA)

An AlAA is airspace not otherwise protected
by regulated airspace but where the activity
of civil and/or military flying is exceptionally
high or within which aircraft regularly
participate in unusual manoeuvres. Gliders
may penetrate these areas but in view of the
hazards, a sharp lookout is essential.

Military Low Flying System

Low flying by high performance military
aircraft takes place in most parts of the

UK up to 2,000ft agl, with the greatest
concentration between 2501t and 500ft.

A chart is available denoting the system (UK
Air Pilot, RAC Section). Most gliding sites are
notified to the MoD, which affords them the
status of a Military Avoidance Zone, usually
with a radius of 1.5nm.

Radar Advisory Service Area
(RASA)

A RASA is an area of airspace in which a
pilot may, if he/she so chooses, avail
him/herself of the services of a radar unit.
There is no requirement to do so, and a
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glider pilot should not assume that other
aircraft are being separated from him/her,
nor even that the radar unit is aware of the
glider’s presence.

The Airprox System

Hugh Woodsend of the BGA Airspace
Committee is now an official on the UK
Airprox Board and thus can inform its
deliberations if any gliders are involved in
an airprox. An airprox may be filed by a
pilot who considers his flight to have been
endangered by the proximity of another
aircraft. All airproxes are investigated by the
United Kingdom Airprox Board, whose
deliberations are confidential so as to
prescrve anonymity. The purpose of a UKAB
investigation is to determine what lessons
can be learnt, not to take punitive action.

Prompt airprox reporting is vital if the
other aircraft is to be traced. If in radio
contact with an ATC unit report to them at
once, or if this is not possible, telephone
soon after landing. Call AIS (MIL) at LATCC
West Drayton on 01895 426153, who will
start tracing action at once and inform the
Airprox Board. Follow this up with a written
report on form CA1094 to the UKAB within
seven days. Always use GMT (UTC is the
same) in reports. Every club has been issued
with this form.

UKAB can be called in working hours on
01895 815125 or faxed on 01895 815124.
Address: The Director, UKAB, Hillingdon
House, RAF Uxbridge, UB10 ORU.

If you are filing an airprox, or suspect that
one may be filed against you, then please
also contact: Bruce Cooper 01628 521360,
or email bruce.cooper68@virgin.net or
Carr Withall 01442 862577, email
carrwithall@btinternet.com or Hugh
Woodsend 01993 830588, email
hugh_woodsend@compuserve.com as soon
as possible. If carrying a logger please keep
the trace. The use of traces may well provide
evidence against exaggerated claims.

Use of Radio

A glider pilot possessing a radio operator’s
licence (R/T Licence) is entitled to use all
the available aeronautical frequencies of a
760-channel radio. This permits seeking
access to the following types of airspacc that
may be otherwise closed to gliders: the new
Class B airspace areas, any Class D airspace
and Acrodrome Traffic zones, some types of
permanent and temporary Restricted
Airspace and some Danger Areas.

Radio cannot be used to request entry
clearance into Class A airspace (except by
special arrangement).

All clubs have a copy of where and with
whom one can take the R/T licence test. The
licence will be valid for ten years.

Future Airspace Concerns

Exeter, Coventry and Finningley (now Robin
Hood airport) have started the process for
obtaining Class D controlled airspace.

We shall be involving all the local clubs to
ensure that gliding can continue with the

least impact possible. We unfortunately can-
not stop the growth of the low-cost airlines.

Maps

After more powered aircraft and helicopters
have been reported flying over gliding sites
when winch launching is taking place the
wording ‘intense gliding activity’ has been
put back on the aviation maps for sites that
have been most affected.

There is much useful information at the
bottom and side of the map that can greatly
assist on cross-country flights: for example,
ATZ frequencics, parachute site contact fre-
quencies, Danger Area activity, etc. With
ever-increasing numbers of gliders and light
aircraft flying around it is essential to use
every bit of airspace possible. This can only
be achieved if the correct frequency is
immediately to hand when you wish to
inform airfields that you are likely to fly over
or through their zone. See BGA website
Airspace, Charts, for dates of new maps.

Airspace Infringements

Last year several pilots were penalised in
contests for minor airspace infringements
due to their not having the correct airspace
shown on their map display. Please cnsure
that you have the up-to-date GPS airspace
data downloaded and installed. Also have
the latest map with you in the cockpit. If due
to the difficulty of trying to stay airborne one
drifts into controlled airspace then PLEASE
call the ATC unit and apologise, giving your
reason for the intrusion. They DO NOT
CARE if you do not have an R/T licence but
they DO CARE if the airspace that is in their
control is infringed. With the requirement to
obtain an R/T licence to fly within Class D
airspace, pilots should become more
confident in lalking to other airfields that
they may be flying close by. A brief courtesy
call is welcomed by most controllers and
will reinforce the position that we are
“professional” pilots.

Finally, if you’re lost...

Remember if you are truly lost and worried
about infringing controlled airspace, call on
the distress frequency 121.5. This scrvice can
very quickly find an aircraft as long as it is
about 2-3,000ft and South of Manchester.

References

The information in this article is only a brief
synopsis of the airspacc rules as they affect
glider pilots and is believed to be accurate
at the time of writing. [n case of doubt
authoritative references should be consuited.
These are: Air Navigation Order 2005 and
Rules of the Air Regulations 1996. BGA
Laws and Rules for Glider Pilots, 15th
edition, April 2005, is also of use.

o

Abbreviations: CTA = Control Area; CTR = Control
Zone; TMA = Terminal Manoeuvring Area (the lower
limit of a CTA or TMA is an altitude or flight level above
the surface, whercas a CTR extends to ground level).
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TWO OUT OF THREE AIN'T BAD

When liberation day came

John Weddell of East Sussex
describes the best moment
of his flying career to date

— achieving two legs of his
Silver after a frustrating
summer-long wait

URING my 35 years of commercial
flying t experienced quite a few

memorable moments, some good
and some not so good. However, all were
eclipsed on Saturday, September 17, 2005.

I had ticked all the boxes for the BGA
Cross-Country Endorsement way back in
March. In May I spent a frustrating week at
Husbands Bosworth trying to achieve Silver
tasks but the weather had been unkind.

Since then, | bought a share in Adrian
Lyth’s Discus at my home club, East Sussex,
and spent as much time as possiblc getting
used to the new glider. It's one thing to land
out but | did not wish to spoil Adrian’s trip to
Serres in July by damaging the glider before
he was due to go.

! read ali the books | could find about
cross-country flying and waited for the right
day. Strangcely, the more t wanted to get to
Challock - about 60km away from Ringmer,
the more apprehensive | became about
actually doing it.

The possibility of landing out was a
concern but that was tested in June. | had
decided to go for the Silver duration but in
a rush of blood to the head found myself
out of gliding range of the field. The cloud
I was so sure would provide lift didn’t.
Luckily, T had checked | was in position to
land out at a local airfield if it didn't work
out, so although the workload was high
it was a reassurance of sorts.

I'm not sure Adrian felt the same as he
looked down to sce the lonely Discus on
a deserted strip!

After the Discus returned from France it
was all systems go for Challock. | planned
the route, marked up my map and regularly
checked the NOTAMs but the conditions
never seemed right. As time went on,
self-doubt set in. Others werc getting away
while | just did circuits. While | struggled
to stay aloft for 30 minutes, others cruised
about for an hour or more. | wanted to go
but baulked at the thought of flying out of
gliding range of Ringmer. The more | thought
about it the worse it seemed to get.

I nearly didn't go to the field at all on
that fateful Saturday: | was going away for
three weeks in a couple of days’ time and
still had loads to do beforehand. But the
forecast was reasonable, so why not?

It was Adrian’s day for the Discus so
I jumped into the little Morris Traveller
and set off for Ringmer. | had only the
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bare minimum for gliding with me, since
I wasn't intending to do very much.

On reaching the field it was obvious that
it could be a good day.

Private gliders were being rigged and
maps were being studied. Talk of BGA turn
points and setting tasks filled the air.

No sign of Adrian, so | rigged the Discus
and sent him a text to find out his plans.

Back came the reply: “She’s all yours,
busy today”.

I diffidently approached deputy CFI
Steve Barter to ask whether he thought
it was on for Challock. “Definitely!” was
the reply, “Get on with it!”

The duty instructor, Randall Williams,
encouraged me further - “Don’t forget to
take the claim form and get it signed at
Challock. Get an aerotow back to within
gliding range — Heathfield would be good.
Let me know when you're ready to go.”

[ hate being rushed, especially where
aviation is concerned, but today | had to
get moving,

My first job was to collect the gliding
equipment | had left at home and change
the cars over so | had a proper retrieve
vehicle. Then | checked the NOTAMs,
the upper wind and filled the camelback.
The GPS was nowhere to be found. After a
frenzied search | gave up and resigned

‘Now it was decision time.
To go or not to go.
Cut the apron strings or stay
secure within gliding range’

myself to map reading. Not something
to look forward to! No more time to spare
- must get back to the field.

The Discus looked very forlorn on my
return. Everybody else was downfield or
airborne and | should have created time to
reflect. Instead, | continued to rush about
getting ready. | arranged a retrieve crew
- Phil Williams and Val Phillips are very
long suffering and agreed to come to get me
despite the prospect of driving a Wally
Wagon. | remembered to tell them where
the ignition key was hidden, and headed off
to the launchpoint.

Randall was beginning to wonder where
I had gone! 1 am very grateful to him for his
final bricfing. “You might not get away first
time,” he said. “Keep high and remember
those landmarks we discussed.”

Landmarks? | could hardly remember
which way was east!

Did 1 want the second cable or would
I wait? The momentum carried me on; | felt
enough time had been wasted so | strapped
in and did the checks. No time for second
thoughts... one last deep breath!

Not a high launch but into weak lift.

| stayed near the circuit this time and
gradually climbed up to 1,500ft. Not high
enough yet but the clouds looked good
around the field so | stayed near the circuit
and continued up 3,500ft. It certainly got
easier once | was above 2,000ft.

Now it was decision time. To go or not
to go. Cut the apron strings or stay secure
within gliding range. The streets looked
good and | could think of no real reason to
wait any longer except devout cowardice.

Fingers crossed, it was time to go. Check
the compass and head for Darwell: that
should keep me clear of airspace and the
dreaded Headcorn parachutists.

There was a 10kt headwind component
according to the forecast so 1 decided to fly
between the thermals a shade faster than
best glide, about 60kt. I found that although
I was losing height gradually, Darwell
Reservoir was definitely getting bigger. |
heard the vario tone change, | was climbing
under the street, the books were right and
what's more, | was doing it!

It was all working out as Randall had told
me. Follow the street, keep on track and
keep high. | looked back towards Ringmer
while I circled again, | couldn‘t sec it.

Was I high enough to get past Burwash?
Should I go back? Where was a suitable
landout field?

Too late for doubts, | was committed.
Lower the nose, 60kt, and head for the
cloud south of Etchingham, down to 2,200ft
in rising terrain, time to climb, and the lift

is where | thought it would be!

This is unbelievable, it's actually working
and | am approaching cloudbasc.

Where now? | can see Hawkhurst and
where Tenterden should be, so V'l check the
heading and press on. Over Tenterden now,
in good lift, up to 4,500tt, Randal! said stay
high and lift seems to be everywhere but it
looks a bit blue ahead. Great view down to
Dungeness and | can see Ashford and what
seems to be a quarry to the left, but careful
now, that can’t be right, it should be too far
ahead to see. Heading too far to the right of
track. Time to climb before changing streets.
3,000ft and | can't see Challock.

Concentrate and orientate — | suddenly
realised that | was looking too far ahead, the
North Kent coast was visible and Canterbury
was starboard of the nose. Looking down,

I saw the motorway, ridge and Challock
simultaneously.

I was nearly there but not quite.

There was no response on the radio but
I could see the landing direction was
northerly. 1 joined the dead side at altitude
and tried to recollect what | had learnt about
Challock on the Inter-Club League visit
earlier in the year. Do not land to the left of
the cables, as it's very rough, and remember
it's on top of a ridge so watch out for sink on
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