


The "LYNX" Aviation Battery 

Finally, the battery we have all been waiting for. 
All the power you will need in a little black box, 
with less weight and more reliability , but above all 
no design changes to your aircraft. 

The "LYNX''rechargeable Nickel Metal Hydride battery 
has been specially developed to cope with 
the increased power demands placed on todays 
well equipped aircraft, be they glider or power. 

Making light work of supplying power to S Mode 
Transponders, Turn and Slip Indicators , Artificial 
Horizons, FLARM, GPS, Glide Computers, 
Radios, PDA's and Flight Recorders. 

Utilizing the same dimensions as the 7 Ah lead 
gel acid (LGA) battery, the "LYNX' can 
outperform its lead gel partner in both weight, 
power, reliability- and above all else safety. 

Lead gel acid batteries will deteriorate in a 
very short time culminating in both the voltage 
and current being reduced considerably. 

Delivering more than double the power 
throughout the temperature spectrum when 
compared to the lead gel acid battery, this unit 
will perform with reliability every time. 

Product Features 

• Lighter than LGA Battery 

• High safety factors built-in 

• Robust construction 

• High reliability 

• Short proof 

• More power compared to LGA 

• Longer lasting than an LGA 

• Press to test voltage indicator 

• Same footprint as 7 Ah LGA 

• Built to ISO 900112000 standards 

• Automatic built-in reset fuse 

• Cost effective and value for money 

Technical Specifications 

Capacity: 
Output: 
Charge time: 
Charge Method: 
Safety: 
Fuse: 
Cable material: 
Working temp: 
Colour: 
Dimensions: 
Weight: 

1 OAh @ 5 Amps 
4 Pin XLR 6Amp rated 
8 Hours 
dt/DT + -Ve delta v 
10 Hour timer. 

Automatic reset 
SUS flexible + PVC jacket 
-20C > + 60C 
Black. 
65mm x 95mm x 150mm 
1. 9Kg 

Battery voltage indicator 

For further information: 

Tel: 

Fax 

+44(0) 1865 383426 

+44(0) 1865 383239 
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Bungeying off the Mynd is one of the main attractioRs 
for the Dutchmen who go on an expedition to Midland 
GC each year. For the story of 2008's trip and He/en 
Johnson's own initiation into the fine art of being 
catapulted off a htfftop. see p34 (Paul van der Zwan) 
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.. ~News 
NEW UK Air Traffic Control Services Outside 

Controlled Airspace (ATSOCAS) will be introduced 

on March 12, 2009. The four new services that make 

up the changed ATSOCAS, devised following a Civil 

Aviation Authority consultation, will completely 

replace the existing services . The official CAA 

publication (CAP 774) will be available on the CAA 

website in June and a fully interactive guide to the 

services will be posted at www.airspacesafety.com. 

This interactive guide will also be available on a CD, 

which will be sent directly to all UK CAA licensed air 

traffic controllers, Flight Information Service Officers 

and pilots. The full plans for educating the aviation 

community about the changes will be published at the 

beginning of June. 

PILOTS are urged to check NOTAMS and AICs at 

www.ais.org.uk for all airspace that they might 

encounter and to ensure that they do not Infringe it. 

The BGA will provide summaries of all Restricted 

Airspace (Temporary) throughout the summer 

at www.gliding.co.uk!bgainfolairspace!rats.php. For 

more on Red Arrows displays, see p07 of this S&G. 

FURTHER dates are now available for the BGA 

Inspector Seminar series, introducing the new and 

revised procedures for !BGA inspectors under the 

EASA framework. Dates and venues remaining are: 

Husbands Bosworth, 7 June and Lasham, 27 June. 

More information and booking details are 

at www.gliding.co.uklbgainfoltechnical!news.htm. 

Inspectors should note that these seminars will 

probably be the last in the series. Inspectors who 

have not attended a seminar will be unable to renew 

their BGA inspector authorisation in September 2008. 

4 

THE inaugural meeting of the FAI's Commission on 

Airspace and Navigation Systems (CANS), took 

place in Paris in March. CANS will address the very 

serious threat to air sports of the worldwide increase 

in controlled airspace and the imposition of navigation 

and location systems, such as transponders. CANS 

brings together experts from around the world to 

coordinate information on airspace issues for 

dissemination to FAI member countries. More details 

are at www.fai.org/airspace_navigation 

FURTHER to the article on p9 of the last S&G, NATS 

has now issued Aeronautical Information Circular 

(AIC) 30/2008 (White 146) describing the changes to 

NPPL licensing that came into effect at the end of 

January. We recommend that all NPPL SLMG pilots 

and instructors read this. The document is available 

on the AIS website at www.ais.org.uk but, as this 

requires user registration , a copy has been provided 

via www.gliding.co. uk!bgainfo/news.htm (Update April 

24). Advice is also being published at 

www.nppl.uk.com 

DUE to a series of upcommg airspace changes it has 

been decided to postpone the publication of Edition 

31 of the Northern England and Northern Ireland 

1:500,000 VFR Chart until July 31 (AI RAC 8/2008), 

when it will be available via the usual stockists. 

THE Israeli National Gliding Team is looking for 

15-metre and 18-metre gliders to rent for the 2008 

Worlds in Germany this summer. Contact 

ayaiazvi@012.net.ilif you can help 

AERO. the European General 

Aviation exhibition held every 

two years at Friedrichshafen in 

Germany, is to be run annually 

from 2009. Surveys show, 

the organisers say, that a large 

majority of exhibiting firms 

favour an annual event. To 

make forward planning easier, 

dates have been set as follows: 

2009 April 2-5 

2010 ApnJB-11 

2011 Apri/14-17 

2012 Apri/19-22 

2013 Apri/18-21 

2014 Apri/10-13 

2015 Apri/16-19 

For more information visit 

www.aero-friedrichshafen.com 

Photo: He/en Evans 

BGA waypoint list 200~8 

T
HE 200B BGA waypoint list incl udes a further 

60 new po ints, m,linly in vVa les ,1nd the 

(English) Lake Distri ct hut also some in 

Cornwall , the Telford area, Scotland, Spurn Head end 

others in Yorkshire. There 0re now m Or<: than 1,100 

<Kcuratcly plotted BGA points for you to choose 

~a nd t.o put into your glide computer. If you do not 

wa nt them all , downloacl the version in MS 'Excel and 

use the "sort " function, using the co lumns for either 

the ncw by Main Fe,l tu rc, N-S and/or E-W L,l f/ Long or 

Grid Ref, to concentra te on your Mea of interest. 

Bcoc.rusc• oi l;1s1-minulr· entries, c1 supplto, m•ntary l ist 

of some 25 Jclditi onal po inLs w as added in mid-April 

to the o ri gin,l l 2008 list, publ ished in March. M any 

were in the Lake Di st rict, mainly lo cater for the new 

Edensoanng cl ub near Cilrl islc. Also, sornc were 

cJ dck·d in th Sclu th West penin>ul a to <J id 500krn 

atlemph that need a TP in tha t arPa. 

The definitive BGA list, including the l<1lest updates 

and any Stop Press items, can he Jccessed via a link 

from w ww.gliding.co.uk. The list is held at: 

www.spsys.demon.co.uklturningpoin lS.htm ,1 nd cc1 n 
be re<ld direc tly at thi s reference. 

lt is also pu bli shed on John Leibacher's Turning 

f\'J int bchange website http://soaringw eb.org!TfJ. 

For Europe, see http:llsoaringweb .oq;ITP!EU.htm l 

A huge number of suggesti ons for the BCA list 

came in at the last moment. Please, guys, get your 

ide,•s for new or changed waypoints in t<'l me earl y, as 
soon as the thought occurs lo you. Ry ,1l l nwans us<' 

the form on the BCA wehsitc, hut if in doubt cmail 

me at ian ("'ukiws.clemon.co.uk. Tirn Ncwport- l)eacc 

and I normally >t<Ht pulling logetlwr the suggestio ns 

in about December, fo r fin alisati on and publication 

neil r to lh<> date of the llCA i\CM or a bit later (that 

is, each M,lrch). Do not be oifcndccl 1f your exact 

su ggc-•stion does nol get on the l'lGA list. t\ set of 

criteria is used, such as <1 lways pi cking a c lc,arly 

identifiaiJit• poin t on till' hal f-rni l air ch;Ht wherever 

poss ible; in other words, BGA categories r\ orB in 

preference to Cor D. O bvious tri graphs may already 

be in use (so <Hlother one has to be chosen), and the 

namE'S of po ints confm m h) the BG;\ convention for 

these things. f or instance, Swindon South rather than 

Badbury, Bodmin South WE•st rather than Inn is Downs 

(apo logic"s to Dav id lnncs). 

Please look al the lalesl list on the w c>hsil ' .1nd try 

and use some of the new po ints in your challenging 

cross-countri es . That is w hat they are there for! 

/an Strachan, BGA WP Lisl Co-ordinator 

Nationals, regionals and other dates 
Eastern Regionals Tibenham 2415-116108 Standard Class Nationals Lasham 2/B--1 018108 

Overseas Championships Ocana Spain 26/5-{i/6108 20-Metre 2-Seater Champ Lasham 218~ 1018108 

Aeros Camp Prep (Sports) Saltby 916-1116108 Junior Championships Nympsfield 2/8-1 018108 

Nat1onals (all classes) Sallby 1216-1516108 Gransden Regionals Gransden LOdge 2/8~ 1 018108 

Bidford Regionals B1dford 21 /B--2916108 Inter-Services Regionals Honington 2/B--1 018108 

Juniors Task Week Hus 8os 23/B--2816108 Worlds (!lapped classes) LLISS8, Germany 318~ 1518108 

15-Metre Class Nationals Hus Bos 517~1317108 Club Class Nationals Aston Down 1618~2418108 

Open Class Nationals Tlbenham 517 ~ 1317108 Midland Regionals Hus Bos 1618~2418108 

Enterprise (not rated) North Hill 517 ~ 1317108 Dunslable Reglonals Duneteble 1618~2418108 

Worlds (unllapped) Rieti , Italy 717 ~ 1917108 Lasham Regionals Lash am 16/8~2418/08 

International Air Tattoo RAF Fairtord 12-1317108 18-Melre Nationals Bicester 1718~2518/08 

Farnborough Airshow Farnborough 14-2017/08 2-Seater Camp (not rated) Pocklington 1718-2418108 

Booker Regionals Booker 19/7~2717108 UKMSC (not rated) Aboyne 31/!HJ/9108 

Northern Regionals Sultan Bank 1917 ~2717/08 Saltby Open (Aerobatics) Saltby 519-719108 

Bicester Regionals Bicester 19/7~2717108 Gliders v Power Aerobatics Lash am 10·12110108 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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New chairman for the Royal Aero Club 
THE Royal Aero Club (RAeC) of the UK has elected 

Oavid Roberts as its new chairman. David. who was 

BGA Chairman from 2000 to 2006 and is First Vice­

President of the European Gliding Union, was Vice­

Chairman of the RAeC from 2006 to 2008 and 

replaces Keith Negal as Chairman. Appointed to the 

Board of Europe Air Sports in 2003, Oavid was its 

treasurer until the recent AGM, when he was elected 

to the Board with a brief to develop EASs lobbying, 

negotiation and external representation capability, 

particularly in the European political sphere. A holder 

of the BGA s Gold Medal, he chairs the BGA s 

Regulatory Working Group. In 2007 he was awarded 

the FAts Tissandier Diploma and the Jeffrey Quill 

Medal of The Air League. He flies from Cotswold GC 

Welcome to 
S&G's editor 

THE BGA is delighted to announce the 
appo intment of Susan Newby as the new 
editor of Sailplane & Gliding. Susan, 
who has worked in both newspaper and 
magaz ine publishing, has experience in a 
range o f sectors, from pharmaceuticals 
to aerospa c. She has recently worked on 
Go Flying! magazine which, she says, gave 
her a real interest in ilying. Living just 
down the road from Cransden Lodge, sh e 
has taken the Go Flying messJge to heart 
and hJs already had her first glider flight in 
more years than she cares tu remember. 

Susan joined the BGA on May 1 and 
worked with Helen EvJns on the June-july 
issue of S&G before going solo on the 
August-September one. She can be 
reach ed on 01763 246657, emailed at 
editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk or snail 
mai I can be sent c/o the BGA office 
address on the contents page of this issue. 

Change to D&D 
phone number 
PLEASE note that the previously published 
telephone number for the Distress and 
Diversion cell is no longer valid. The new 
number to pass information such as details 
about an overdue aircraft to the D&D cell 
is now 01489 612406. The service available 
on the VHF emergency frequency 121.5MHz 
remains unchanged. 

You'll recall that in 2005 the D&D Cell 
requested that glider pilots let them know 
if they h<JVe landed out and have had to 
leave their glider in the field overnight or if, 
for any reason, th ey believe that the landout 
has ca used or is likely to cause alarm. 

In this eventuality, pl ease tel ephone the 
D&D Cell, to let them know the location and 
confirm that there are no casualties. 

This request followed an incident where 
d glider was left on a hillside in Wales to 
alfow the owner to organise a particularly 
tricky retrieve. As a result, a helicopter was 
scrambled in poor weather to check for 
survivors at a reported glider "crash site". 

Ecotown proposed for Weston-on-the-Green 
ONE of the government's "green" proposals is 
the construction of 10 "ecotowns" spread 
throughout the country. These will be the first 
new towns built for over 40 years, and are 
intended to be self sustaining, with local jobs, 
facilities and public transport, which it is 
hoped would minimise the need for residents 
to use private cars. The short I ist of 15 sites was 
recently published and it has transpired that 
one, the "\IVes ton - tmoor" proposal, wi 11 

include W ston-on-the-Green airfield, the 
home of Oxford Gliding Club (OGC). 

Of the 15 on the shortl ist, the government 
intends to builrl1 0, in an aggress ive timetable 
that allows the bypassing of some planning 
control stdges. A start date for construction of 
2010 is quite possible. 

June -July 2008 

Oxford GC has been active at Weston for 
more than SO years, and is working closely 
with the local residents, politicians and the 
BGA team to try to prevent this happening. 

Apart from the loss of a gliding site, many 
people think the site is unsuitable owing to 
the already stressed transport routes in the 
general area, the destruction of an SSSI and 
th e creation of a continuous conurbation 
between Bicester and Oxford. 

An online petition has been created. OGC 
would appreciate it if supporters could sign it: 
h ttp:llpeti t ions_ pm .gov. u ki\Veston Otmoor! 

Learn more about the ecotown proposals at 
www. communities.gov. uklpublications/ 
housinglecotownsgreenerfuture 

Neil Swinton, Oxford CC 

DON'T forget to respond by May 31 to the CM 

consultation on proposals to expand the use of Mode 

S on aircraft operating in UK airspace. CM details 

are at www.caa.co.uk!modes and the BGA view is at 

www.gliding.co.uk!bgainfolairspace/modes2008.htm 

- see also BGA Executive News on p1 0 of this S&G 

THE UK Light Aircraft Association (LAA) has 

announced that Peter Harvey, who is a British Gliding 

Team pilot and a member of the British Gliding 

Association's Executive Committee, joined the 

Association as its new Chief Executive Ofticer in April. 

Until its rebranding last January, the LAA was known 

as the Popular Flying Association (PFA). 

UPDATED guidelines on the operation of Unmanned 

Aircraft Systems (UAS) in UK airspace have been 

issued by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) The 

publication, 'Unmanned Aircraft System Operations in 

UK Airspace - Guidance', CAP 722, has been 

comprehensively reviewed and updated. lt covers 

such topics as certification, registration and flying 

operations, and draws together civil and military 

regulations controlling the operation of UAS. it can be 

downloaded free from www.caa.co.uk 

THE Royal Aero Club Awards Ceremony will be held 

on July 2 at the RAF Club in London at 18.00hrs for 

the presentation of trophies and awards for 2007. 

More details from Diana King, RAeC Secretary, at 

secretary@royalaeroclub.org 

THE USA's National Transportation Safety Board has 

published its reports and recommendations after a 

Hawker 800XP airplane, N8790S, and a Schleicher 

ASW27-18, N7729, collided in flight about 42nm 

south-southeast of the RenofTahoe International 

Airport, Reno, Nevada, at about 16,000ft amsl in 

2006. The factual reports can be found by entering 

the reference number LAX06FA277 into the database 

search engine at www.ntsb.gov/ntsb!query,asp while 

ensuing recommendations can be read at 

www.ntsb.gov/recs!letters/2008/A08_ 10_ 13.pdf and 

www.ntsb.gov/recs!letters/2008!A08_ 14_ 15.pdf 

THE General Aviation Alliance has responded on 

behalf of its members, which include the BGA, to the 

fuel duty derogation issue that is affecting General 

Aviation and air sports. GM has been working with 

the Treasury to develop an appropriate way forward 

to minimise potential increases in Avgas fuel duty 

related to EU-induced changes to existing national 

fuel duty derogations (www.gaalliance.org.uk). 

THE latest issue of the CM General Aviation Safety 

newsletter, GAS/L, is available for download at 

www.caa.co.uk!gasil 

PLEASE note a correction to the Airspace Update on 

p48 of the last issue: Hugh Woodsend's email is 

hugh.woodsend@btinternet.com. Thanks also to 

Ben Watkins for noticing that, on the club map on 

pp34-35, the positions of numbers 73 and 74, The 

Gliding Centre and The Motor Glider Centre, were 

transposed in error. Sorry, chaps. 

THE winner of the BGA 1000 Club Lottery for March 

was Gillian Wills (£32.75), with runners-up A Towse 

and RI Walker (£16.37). 
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Your letters 
Still a burning issue 
IT \i\IAS interesting r ading lv\ary JY\e;1gher's 
letter (JJurnin,q issue, Aprii-J\1\;ly 2008, p7l 
about th sun hc·ing focused by the canopy 
arKI forming a hot. spot within the cockpit. 
The l ettc~r did not m, ke it quite c lear 
wh •thcr or not the canopy was fused or 
op n at the time. As the recomn1end<1t ion 
was that the canopy cover hould he kept on 
whenever possib le the implicdliun WilS thill 
th e Cdnopy was losed. 

ll is fil irly common l<nowl dge thJt Jn 
open cnnop can Jet as a on ave m irror 
ilnd refl e l c1 hot spot within the cockpit, 
J risk to be watched, particular! pointing 
into the sun. l luwcv ~r, th <:! implic< lions of 
th i. happening with a c losed canopy 
be ome more thJn intr igu ing. This would 
mean that hot po!!i c:oukl develop when Lhe 
glicl •r is Jirborne. This is unlikely to be -
problem when therm I nvi n ' as the of icier 
r,H •ly maintains ither a ~onstant he~ding or 
alti tude. However, w<.JV ' flying could pt>se <1 

hazard as relatively long periods of ·ay <1 full 
minute or two coul I enable a focused spot 
to get hot enough to smould r or even burn. 

I have nev · r heard of ho t spots bei ng 
g n ~rat ed under , clns •cl cJnopy. The whole 
ockpit can hecome hot enough to spoil 

equ ipm ' nt but not ca tch fire (no t in the UK 
at any r,ltcl. 

Does anyone h;,ve fu rther view~ on th is? 
Nick Gaunt, HELMSLEY, North Yorkshire 

A unique sky 
I \IV/\5 flying in n1y Nimbus 4 on the day of 
A fan !'urn -•If 's tragic mid-air collision on 
April 2.6, 2004 at -l.ash.1m at 14.45hrs. The 
vvcather; in my opinion, was a little worse 
than stated in the met alterc,1st for the AAIB 
inve ·tig<Jtion Jnd the coroner's report dl. 
A lton. 1\s a firm belic•ver that sharing good 
and bad experiences in th e air produ es a 
c mrnon pool from w hich we C<Hl all 
benefit I of · r this l>elatcd ohs, rvJtion. 

I was at Lasham Jt the time ,md pl <1 ce of 
the mid-c1 ir coll ision. Visibility wc1s poor, 
from I km to 4km, cloudbase 4,000ft to 
S,OOOft. In SO years o f flying larg ' aircraft 
round the world Jnd gliders in competitions 
from Austr.tlia to t-he:- USA, and South Africa 
to Finland, I have nev •r se n sky like it 
befor . lt was J lmosl unique. In this Jrea 
the skv wa~ a mass of "i ce cream cornets" -
fuzzy 'white ba lls of indistinct cloud w ith no 
cl ' drly disvrnible l>as-· or sides . The cornets 
mark "d th thermals, whi ch w •re slightly 
coniGtl in ·hape and rotating anti -c lockwise. 
The rate < f c l imb was rc,1sonable and it was 
VPry easy to tay cntred. The icfcs of the 
th •rmJI wer lornPd by humid Jir 
condensing ( JUt, Wclxing and waning as it did 
so, but rotat ing f.1st and rising slowly. 

lt wa~ time I checked the horizon. Looking 
up, I w as horrified to sec it had gone, 
(shades of my own collision in loud in the 
world championship> in Yugosl,wia). 
However, on the way I c<Jrne Jcross another 
b ·autilu lly marked th ··rmal and cou ld not 
resist having cl go. The same thing happen · d, 
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Double apologies lo 

Chris Sterritt (right) -

firstly, for not mentioning 

that his photos of 

Omarama in the fast 

issue were taken on a 

course with Southern 

Soaring (see Mountain 

Soaring in New Zealand 

and More Mountains. 

below) and secondly for 

not crediting him in the 

Aprii-May S&G with 

winning the BGA :S Rex 

Pilcher Trophy for the first 

500km of 2007. Sorry, 

Chris - nothing personal I 

Heten Evans 

Editor 1999-2008 

I lost the hori zon w ithout any warn ing - now 
it certainly was time to go back to l.rtsh, rn. 
However, turning over li asingstnke, I not iced 
a marked improvement in visibi lity. I cou ld 
sec Didcot c learl y sorne SOkm aw,1y and a 
line of cau li flower-shaped c louds with a flat 
base running north-east. I enjoyed 2-3 hours 
of safe gliding and returned to Lc1sh m. 

TIP next day I r parted to the invcstigJting 
officer, w ho wns politely interested in my 
observations, but there was no mention of 
the weather I hJcf seen either in the offic ial 
report or, t th " AI ton inquest. I le ft the report 
was made from a remot~o' observer or frorn 
met charts. The actual weJthcr at Lasham 
was not commented on. The conjuror had it 
<1 frnost right when he sJid: " Now you see it, 
now you don't" . The t hange from poor 
hori zont<J I v isibili ty to no horizontal visibili ty 
~.<vas imperceptible. Without J base to the 
cloud it w.1s impos~ible to an tic ipate. 

W hat hild I learned from zill thi s? 
1. Don 't fl y in condi tion-; ol very poor 
visibility near c loud. 
L. . Avoid fl y ing near soft flu ffy balls of cloud 
with no clearly defined bottoms or sides. 
3. Ch >ck the M et forec:ast before fl y ing. 
(I can't r - memb r i f I did.) 
4. Search the loca l area for a very localised 
change o f airmass (it Gln and d id work). 
'i . I have a sense of guilt for not putting out 
an all-st<J tion ca ll 1'0 warn of the dangers of 
the flu ffy white b<J IIs. I estimJle I wJs from 
three m inutes and one minute r ·spectively 
from a potentiJI mid-a ir co llision - there 
were 11 other people flying that day. I heard 
no ca lls of c loud fl ying. 
(,_ Report w hen you are in cloud, giving 
position and h ' ight. 

If anyone fly ing on th at day wou ld like 
to comp;) re notes about the weather, 
I would he pleased to hear from you on 
07802 658342. 
David lnnes, via email 

[ Please send letters (marked "for publication'/ to the 

editor at editor@saitptaneandglid.ing.co.uk or the 

ess on p3, including your full contact details. 

Deadline for the next issue 1s June 17 

For the sake of Auld Lang Syne 
THE Ed inburgh University GC celebrate> its 
50th annivers<"lry this year. We arc try ing to 
contact as m~ny former members and friends 
of the c lub as possible, to orgc1ni se <1 reunion 
event later in the ye:~ r and to colle ·t photos 
and recollections of the c lub' hist Jry. 
If you remember EUG · or know someone 
who does, please g t i n touch onlinc at 
http:l~qliding.tardis.ed.ac. uk!alumnil or write 
to the c lub J l 48 Pleasance, Ed inburgh 
EHR 9Tj . 
Martin Ling, via email 

Mountain soaring in New Zealand 
IT was great to see un article in the Aprii­
May edition of S;:~ i/plane & Gliding headed 
Mountain soaring in New Zea land (p38). 
Unfortunately, the story didn 't mention thJt 
there are two operators offering quali ty 
mounta in soaring courses <J t OmaramJ 
- Southern Soaring Jml Glide Omarama. 
Even though the artic l was about a cours 
with G lide marama, all the mountJin 
soaring photos used to i llustrate the story 
were a · tually taken during J course w ith 
Southern Soaring. Chris Sterritt, who flies 
from Lasham and took the photographs, had 
a particularly enjoyable time Js he was Jble 
to fly up to Mount Cook on three occasions 
in b lue w;,ve and then, on the last day o f his 
course, complete his Diamond height gain 
by fl y ing to more than 20,000(t in an LS4. 
For those interested in mount<1in soaring in 
New Zealand, I suggest checking out w hat 
each company h<1S to offer. Details on 
Southern Soaring's courses arc Jvai lilble from 
our website at: www .. soaringco.nz 
Chris Rudge, Cfi/ Director, Southern Soaring 

More mountains 
WHILST I was fJsc inated to read the arli ·le 
Cnnverting From Fla t lands about Jenny 
Thomson's recent vis it to O marama, I W <IS 

<1 litt le surprised to se' no mention mad~ 
of Southern Soaring- the other ll ying school 
that opera tes out of the same buildin '· 
Particul<1rly so since three of my photo 
wh ich were used to illustrate the fl ying 
conditions were taken during my fantJst i 
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five-day course with Chris Ruclge ! Each 
morning started otf with a theory lesson in 
th eir purpose~bu ilt CJbin and flying stJrtecl 
as ea rly as possible, usually by 11 am if it 
looked good. My first two clays were clevoted 
to loca l ridge ancl challenging thermal 
tl ying, getting to FLCJ5 on both days. The 
thermals were very strong, but a lot narrower 
than I was used to and a horizon that 
jumped up and down as the mountains 
p<Lsed poked some very big hol es in my 
rl ying skills. Every time I was temrted to 
look down, prompted by a perfectly natural 
desire to sec how close we were getting to 
the rocks, Chris rem inded me quite firm ly 
to look ahead and concen trate on speed 
control and staying in the lift. 

All of Chris' excellent wave theory lessons 
became useful on Day 3, when we found 
blue wave directly upwind of the loca l 
ridge. With much prompting from the rear 
scat, I tlcw us to Mt Cook. Chris was very 
good at demonstrating what I shou ld be 
doing and then mak ing me fl y w ith 
occas ional - okay, I' ll he honest - fre(]uent 
reminders of how I could th erm<l l faster or 
lose less height in the glides. We had almost 
exact ly th e silme condit ions on the nex t two 
clays and on each we flew up to Mi Cook. 
The position of the w.we was slightly 
different each dJy, but Chris p,lti ently 
explainer! why thi s was so by reiJting w ind 
speed and directi on to th e loca l topography. 

My course ended at 2pm on th e Fri day ,1s 
we had il lrcady flown for more th an 3hrs by 
then ;m cl 1 8 cluri ng the week. I Jsked if 
I had 'passed' and was good enough to hire 
a glider to fl , so lo. I was delighted with tlw 
answer :-~ nd prepared th e LS4. In my first 
solo fli ght in Omaram::J, whi ch w,ls nlso a 
first on type, I reJched FL230 to complete 
my Diamond Badge·- my most memorab le 
flight ever. They've never had a more 
satisfied student. I didn't a I ways il y as f<e1r dS 

the Glide OmilrJmJ groups, but "hris 
pushed n1e JS f<Jr ilS I could go and mJde 
me do most of th e work. I was very lu ky 
as Chris' 1 >aching sty le suited me perfectl y 
and I leJrnecl a huge amount. As a result, 
I flew another r superb hours during the 
fo llowing week, inc luding the steepest 
uphilll ;mdout I've ever don-'. Hav , a look 

t www.omarama.sterrilt.co. uk for a few 
more of my rhotograph s. 

If you've never been there I'd advise you 
to save up and book. No, book fi rst and 
then save up- you won 't regret it. 
Chris Sterritt, via email 

Glider models 
I AM a member of the Kent GC. Several 
members have been seeking someone who 
could mak us some sca le models of gliders 
for a reasonable price. If you know ;myone 
who cou ld milke a Sky lilrk 4, c1 K-21 nr 
K-1 3 model for disp lay on ly to h<J ng from 
the ce il ing, pleJse could you ask them to 
contact me at angcla_mcnair@lhotmail. com? 
ThJnks. 
Andy McNair, via email 

June - July 2008 
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Mixing it with the Red Arrows 
BGA National Coach Mike Fox reports 
on the Military-Civil Air Day at Scampton 

ON ARRIVAL at Scampi n, I rea li sed th, t 
I il l ready kn ew a third of the peop le present 
(because they were glider pilots) and in filet 
another good proportion were Jlso glider 
pilots that I didn't know prev iously. In tN rm 
of k<~enn ess to lem r1 about other airspJce 
users, I though t thi s wils very cncou r·aging. 

The day start ed exce ll ently with a report 
from a member of the Red Arrows RA FAT, 
who deta il ocJ th e plann ing that go s into 
a display, <Jnd the r ilsons for the Restri cted 
Airspac (Tempomry) th at su rrounds their 
displays. Andy Rob in s (Red 1 0) assured th 
audienc th at they are fell ow airspace users, 
who val ue commun ica tion and informati on 
when transiting between displays. 

He announced that the t ee~ rn would 
produce more information on th eir transit 
routes thi s yea r on the AIS website via 
NOTAM. He puhli t ised the OSOO number 
and impressed on the audience the 

importance of rev iewing the NO AM before 
il ying. He added that he had recommended 
to AIS that they review their prQScnliltion of 
NOTAM infomwtion. The Reel Arrows p.lrt 
of the day - in this prest'nlalion ,md atth J 

f'nci- was extremely informJtive and uscl·ul , 
<ls well as enlert,li ning. 

\Ne th en had ,1 sobering fXese.ntJtion from 
rvtr· David Drake of th e Civi I Aviation 
Author ity's Directorate of Airsp<J ce Po li y 
who cletuiled airspJce infringements, Jnd th e 
i mpJct of those i niri ngements. The dny 
ontinu d <J fter lunch with an RAF CranwPII 

present ti on, which described how busy tlw 
l_inco lnshire ;\re, of Intense Aer ial 1\cti vit-y 
was (150 movements per day - I wJs going 
to tell thcrn how many lilunches d gli ding it ' 
do s in a d, y ... ) and then discussed <1 irproxes 
and gave a cJ "Cr iption of ih rcHlar ;llld fli ' hi 
information s rvi ces offered. This wJs 
fol lowed by J present<Jtion ,1bou t PS by th e 
CAA's David Cockburn. FinJIIy, we visi ted 
th e hangJr used hy th e Red 1\rrows, for 
J very in l r ting ndto th ' day. ~ 

Restricted Airspace (Temporary) - a brief reminder 
MAJOR air displays such as Farnborough or the Royal International Air Tattoo (RIAT) display at Fairford are 

protected by Restricted Airspace (Temporary) , or RA(T)- formerly known as Temporary Restricted Airspace. 

This year the RIAT is again at RAF Fairford , from July 12-13, 2008. Be aware that Friday, July 11 and 

Monday, July 14- when the aircraft arrive and depart- are almost as busy as the show. 

Farnborough Air Show is from July 14-20, 2008. Local gliding clubs usually negotiate limited access routes 

to and from their sites to enable non-radio gliders to continue operating but a glider equipped with suitable radio 

may fly in the area if it contacts the ATC unit designated by the NOT AM as the controlling authority. 

Other types of RA(T) are effectively closed to gliders. They are established to protect Red Arrows displays 

throughout the country, plus major flypast formations, over events of political significance and over the sites of 

major disasters. The duration and extent of the restriction can be quite short and will be published by NOT AM. 

The Aeronautical Information Service website is www.ais .org .uk and its freephone information line number 

is 0500 354802. Always remember to check the NOT AM before you fly. 
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~~ Development News 

When the chips are down 
BGA Development Officer Alison 
Randle identifies the dividends 
that club networking can deliver 

RECENTLY, a few gliding clubs have 
been presented with nasty surprises, 
such as discovering that their site has 

been listed as a potential ecotown, or that a 
windfarm is being planned on an adjacent 
ridge. Let's imagine that your club has been 
presented with a nasty surprise. If you're to 
nip this thing in the bud, it's clear you're 
going to need local support. What do you 
do first? Who do you talk to? 

If your club had no local links, it's going 
to be running hard just to stand still -and 
at a time where getting ahead is crucial. 
When you write a letter to your MP, loca l 
councillor or one of your neighbours, it will 
help them to understand the point you need 
to make if they already know you and 
understand what your gliding club does for 
their community. This is particularly helpful 
when writing to a very busy person, who is 
much more likely to give time to reading a 
letter from someone they know, over a letter 
from a complete stranger. The complete 
stranger would do well to try and meet or 
talk to this person, in order to introduce 
themselves first. This takes time. (Of course, 
ensuring that your airfield has an Aerodrome 
Safeguarding Plan in place will also help to 
make it harder work for those wishing to 
plant <1 n<Jsty surprise. If your club hasn't got 
one yet, please contact your BGA 
Development Officer for more information.) 

Let's consider, on the other hand, what 
happens if yours is a club that has made 
these links and creates time during the year 
to maintain them. You are likely to hear of 
small pots of funding, or other snippets of 
support. There may be opportunities to build 
goodwill in your local community: for 
example, to support another organisation 
that perhaps needs somewhere to erect a 
marquee for a fundraising bash. We know 
that Burn G secured funding for flying 
scholarships for young people by responding 
to their loca l council's Youth Officer. 
Likewise, Dartmoor Gliding Society has 
excellent links with their local Sports 
Development Officer and has integrated its 
own sports development plan into the loca l 
council's sports development plan. Payback? 
Free advertising and preferential printing 
rates for publicity material. Other clubs have 
an annual gathering for farmers who have 
been "vis ited" by pilots during the year and 
others have annual gatherings for their 
neighbours - at least one is the venue for the 
local fireworks party. 

Goodwill- you can't buy it. So how do 
you get it? You have to make the first move. 
Consider your local links and the various 
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Burn GC's K·21 on the winch on April 5, 2008. Networking with the local counc!1's youth officer has enabled this 

gliding club, near Se/by in Yorkshire, to secure funding for flying scholarships for young people (Kevin Moseley) 

aspects of the club's activity and how it 
relates to the local community. Whatever the 
type of activity, you should find the loca l 
contact, phone them and arrange to meet 
them. Take time to explain the benefits of 
gliding- keeping people healthy and active, 
open to all, old and young working together, 
learning new skills, affordable flying, and 
all the other benefits, too. Why not give 
them a chance to fly? They wi ll have access 
to networks of useful people, projects and 
funding. There may be a chance to meet up 
with other organisations. Get your face 
known and find out who's who. Some clubs 
have discovered that they are the largest 
sports club in their area; others have been 
able to form airsports networks. Collectively 
the numbers are surprisingly significan t and 
there may be unfore een pickings to be had. 

Sports CounciJ network: This will vary 
across the four home countries (England, 
Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales). You 
should find deta ils of who to make contact 
with on the Sports Councils' websites. The 
structure at the top varies, but crucially there 
are local officers and networks to introduce 
yourselves to. Ulster GC has it taped in 
Northern Ireland by being very closel y 
involved - even up to Sports Council level! 

Community: Numerous organ isations in 
your loca l community support volunteer-run 
organisations such as your gliding club. 
You should be able to get details from the 
internet, your local council or your local 
library. 

Airminded: Who else in your area shares a 
common interest? Local airfields and military 
bases, Air Cadets, Air Traffic, Light Aviation 
Association and aeromodellers <He just some 
of the possibi I ities. How do the needs of 
each ai r user relate to one another? Do you 

rea lly compete or do you complement one 
another's activities? 

Business: it's worth fi nding out about local 
businesses, chambers of commerce, the 
Federation of Small Businesses and so on. 

Government: You should make links w ith 
your Parish, District and County Councils (or 
equivalent). This takes two forms- employed 
officers and elected representatives - you 
should introduce yourselves to your local 
MP in addi tion to your local councillors, the 
local Mayor, local authority Ch ief Executives 
and other useful people. Check amongst 
your membership - you may find these 
people are already club members! There will 
be local council officers for sports, youth, 
grants/community and business. They in turn 
will hav access to their own networks. They 
also know the people working in their 
Planning and Environment department, 
which gives you a good introduction when 
the need arises! 

Further information is on pp7 -1 2 of the 
BGA's Project Funding Guide, avai I able at 
www.gliding co.uk/bgainto/clubmanagement/ 
documentslfundingguide-edl.pdi 

When your committee changes, make sure 
you tell your new friends and ensure that 
you give a decent set of briefing notes 
(name, number and contact log) to the new 
committee so that they don't have to start 
from scratch. 

I don't know of any gliding c lub that's in 
possession of a working crysta l ball; fire­
fighting seems to be the order of the day for 
most. Networking is part of the answer and 
whilst it does take time, it can be of huge 
benefit, allowing your club to get ahe<td in 
the good times and to survive when the 
chips are down. 

alison@gliding.co.uk 
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_LX avionics Ltd 
Distributor for: 

LX Navigation www.lxnavigation.si • Filser Electronic GmbH www.filser.de 
Flarm Technology www.flaim.com 

www.lxavionics.co.uk for more information 

TRANSCEIVERS 

!~~kwerk ))) 
ATR833 

ATR500 
Discount price: 
£749.00 

previously 
FilserGmbH 

Meets tile forcoming 
8.33kHz spacing 
Discount Price: 
£1269.00 

TRANSPONDERS 
TRT 800 
for use up to 15.000ft 
over 2000 now in use 
Discount price: 
£1559.00 

TRT 800A 

TRT BOOH 
for use up to 35,000ft 
Discount price: 
£1729.00 

for use up to 35,000ft 
Discount price: £1729.00 

' . - . A1C 

***NEW*** 
Metal Hydride Glider/Light Aircraft Batteries 
for High Power and Lighter Power/Weight 

and longer life than lead acid - Now available 
www.avionig_s.co.uk for details 

Wing Dollies 
From £269.00 

Due to current exchange rate 
volatility please check the 
website for latest prices 

LX VARIOMETERS 
2008 RANGE LX Navigation 

LX8000 

With Flarm 
£3995.00 
Without 
Flarm 
£3495.00 

r ,-- ; 
LX 7007 
Basic 
£2239.00 

LX 1600 
£1099.00 

LX 16 
Club 
£411.25 

LX 160Si 

~ .... 
t • : • - ~ ... ...... .. 
I~ ~. ' • • J ·- . 

LX 7007 

With Flarm 
£3389.00 

Without Flarm 
£2875.00 

LX-Nav 
£1499.00 

£964.00 

2 Seater options available for all vari­
ometers except LX Nav and 
LX 1600 

INSTRUMENTS 
Winter Instruments 

Airspeeds, Altimeters, 
Compasses, Variometers, 
Slip balls and more . .. 
Form 1 or FAA Release 
included 

FLIGHT 
RECORDER 
Colibri v4 
£639.00 

FLARM 
Swiss Flarm 
Now Available with IGC 

"Diamond" Level Approval 
PROMOTION PRICES: 
Basic model 
• SO card slot is standard 

(SO card not included) 

• Logger (non - IGC) 
£499.00 

f /A. 

IGC model (all with 
calibration chart 
without ENL 
£599.00 

·~-

with ENL £699.00 

LX Red Box 
Flarm 
• Without SO Card 

and Logger 
£499.00 

• With SO Card 

1~ ·- ••••• 

' ::- ~ , ... 
\ .... ,.,. ·- •;-:• 

u; U nn • • • 

... ·-'-
:. I .i. . 

and Logger £549.00 
(non -IGC) 

LX Mini Box Flarm 
• Without SO Card 

and Logger £4 79.00 

• With SO Card 
and Logger £519.00 
(non - IGC) 

Colibri v5 - Flarm 
£1054.00 with 
standard display 
£1189.00 with 
graphic display 

www.lxavionics.co.uk • Prices shown in this advert include VAT 17.5% 

Contact: John Delafield 07850 950349 or 01865 374125 E-mail: John@lxavionics.co.uk • www.lxavionics.co.uk 
or your regular supplier Prices at www.lxavionics.co.uk Add p&p to all prices E and OE 

June - July 2008 
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~ BGA Executive News 
Left and main picture opposite: two of the five Mode S 

meetings (Lasham. left and Shobdon. inset right). About 

70 people went to Shobdon.: the majority were gilder 

pilots from five clubs (South Wales. Cotswold, Black 

Mountains, Herefordshire and Midland). Power pilots 

came from the Shobdon LAA Strut along with a number 

of individuals from other GA airfields. While most were 

from the Midlands, some travelled from as far af1eld as 

Southport. Leamington Spa and Stroud. More than 150 

glider pilots attended the Pocklington event from clubs 

in Yorkshire. and hang-glider. balloon and paramotor 

pilots were also represented. The Husbands Bosworth 

event was attended by 122 people from 17 gliding clubs, 

most in the Midlands but some as far away as Easl Anglia 

and Devon. The Portmoak meeting. the first in the series. 

and the Lasham one were also extremely well attended 

The Mode S debate continues 
BGA Chairman Patrick Naegeli 
makes no apology for devoting 
his regular column almost 
entirely to the issues raised by 
the CAA's Mode S proposals 

WE IIAVE .1il been li ving for some 
while now with th -• prospect of 
having to lit ModeS transponders 

in our gliders. \Nidespreacl debate began in 
2006, wht:n the Civi l Aviation Authori ty 
( A) l,wnched a PJrti,ll Regulatory Impact 
/\ss ssmt•nt WRIA) on interoperJhility in UK 
airspace. At that time, the proposa l was to 
have ultimately all aircraft use ModeS 
transponders in ,1 !! UK airspac •. 

What one c;m only describe Js a high ly 
"spirited" response by many <Jir sports, 
gliding very rnuch Jmong thern if not in the 
I , d. resulted in a significant degree of 
reason being injected into the debate. 
1-l ild we not rnJdP our views - by way of 
nearly three thousand individual responses 
by glider pilot · and clubs - lear to the AA 
at th tim I hen we would h ve b en fac d 
with h<Jv ing tn comply with m asures that 
wou ld h;:we had untold ·onsequences for 
th movement. 

Things chilnged somewhat after the A 
cons id ' red the results of the PRIA. The main 
prop ;""J I for universal M ode S carri<Jge was 
put as ide and the Ct\A, the 13GA and other 
air sport Jssoci<:ltions held il number of 
meetings to discuss interoperilbility issues 
and flOSsibl opt ions further. 

Th , CAA is ·ued a revised set of propos,1 ls 
as part of a tull Reguliltory lmp<1ct 
Asse ·rnent <1 short while ago, the de<Jdline 
for responses being just <'1 few days dfter this 
issu " of S&G is publi shed, at the end of May. 

Despite the CAA's off -•ring ;:~ r·evisecl set of 
proposa ls, the potential imp<1ct on gliding 
were they implemented <JS stated would still 
he very significant. it is for this reason the 
BGA has done much to r,1 ise levels oi 
aw<1reness of the intcroperahi lity clebil te 
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across the movement. We offered to host 
severa l public meetings im the CAA and 
persuaded thern to attend more at glidin> 
clubs than they had origina lly planned. The 
meetings at Portrno<Jk, Lasham, Pocklington, 
Shobdon, and Husbands Bosworth wer 
attended, in total , by approximately 1,000 
people. Information for thos ·ubmitting 
their own responses hJs been ,wailable 
through the BGA website since early Apri l. 

I very much hope that· even more gl ider 
pilots and ·lubs this time around than 
last wi ll have taken the opportunity to 
make their thoughts known to the CAA 
by submitting iormJI responses. 

A very sma ll number of people have asked 
why the BGA is so concerned by the CAA' 
proposals in light or the fact that it no longer 
wants to mandate un iversa l ModeS 
transponder c<Jrridge. In short, there are 
three main re<Jsons: 

Fundamental due process 
- a cornerstone of effective and appropriate 
regulation is that there has to be <J c lear and 
properly eviden eel case for change. If we 
allow an)' regu latory body to Jvoid following 
this aspect of due pro -ess tht:•n not only do 
we potentially subject ourselves to outcomes 
th<Jt ould range from ineffi ient (at best) to 
fi<Jwed (at worst), but we set a precedent for 
shortcuts in the future. 
Our contention w ith the intcroperability 
proposals is that the CAA has not presented 
a proper, evidence-based saFety case. This 
me:m s that the propos<lls cannot be properly 
assessed in light of current r isk levels and 
potential future safety ga ins. 

Proportionality 
- a further cornerstone of effective and 
appropriate regu lation relates to the fact th<Jt 
regulatory mechanisms rnust dernonstril te J 

proper balance of risk ,md return given the 
curtailment of current freedorns and i niti~l 
and ongoing costs that they precipit<Jte. 
Our further contention is that the Ci\A's 
proposa ls are, to varying degrees and levels, 

disproportionate as fa r as g l iding is 
concernecl. We have been ab le to p rovide 
evidence that highlight.~ o ur oncerns in 
detail. I hope tha t they will bl'! taken clearly 
into account. 

Precision 
- it is di fficu lt to comment on a proposal 
th<J t is open to interpretation to the point 
where it is not c le,1r just what is intended 
in practice. 
The propo. als, for example, pertaining to 
the IJmccs.s underpinning the establishment 
of, and likely originating reasons fo1; 
Transpond r 1VIanclatory Zones (TMZs) are 
not detailed pre i ly enough for our liking. 
As presently stated, they contain too mu h 
potential risk - from the risk that an 
application process mig ht be b iased to the 
inter sts o f an applicant therehy making 
life r1itficult ilJr other equally relevant 
stak .holders, to thcJt of TMZ proliferation in 
Jreas that would imp,JCI (in many instances, 
unncc ssarily! on Bliding frecrloms. 

There wi ll he rnorc work to be done even 
after the Ios of the RIA and the BGA wi ll 
keep you posted on developments. 

I milke no apologies for concentrating on 
Mode S this issue. it is not, how •ver, thP 
BGA's sole preoccup,ltion and there are 
many other areas where work continues 
ap<Jce. I w ill cover these more full y in luture. 

In closing, I would like to cha nge subje · t 
completely and s<1y d big " thank you" to 
1\ose Johnson. As a member of the l3GA 
Executive Committee for the last two ye<1 rs, 
she hJs contributed significJn tl y to its work. 
UnfortunJtely, Ro> 's work omrnitment.s 
have increased and she h<Js d cided to retire 
frorn the Executive so she can focus on thern. 

Have fun, st<Jy sJ fe. 

~~~ 
c~ Patrrck Naegetr 

Chairman, British Gliding Association 
April 2008 
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Working 
for you 
The volunteers seen here 
chair BGA sub-committees, 
which support its Executive 
Committee by working 
towards these aims: 

Airspace - Carr Withal! 
Maximise the amount of usable airspace 

available to glider pilots to lly in with the 

mln1mum of control from the airspace 

authorities. 

Communications & Marketing 

- Marilyn Hood 
Provide advice and practical support to the 

BGA Executive Committee in developing 

and implementing communication and 

marketing strategies. 

Competitions and Awards 

- Russell Cheetham 
Maintain and develop competitive gliding. 

Development - Diana King 

Support and secure the successlul 

development ol UK gliding clubs. 

Financial Advisory - John Birch 

Ensure the successful management and 

administration of BGA finances. 

Instructors - Don lrving 

Maintain and develop a sell-regulated and 

cost effective framework for instruction in 

gliding in the UK with safety as the prime 

objective. 

Regulatory Group - David Roberts 

Achieve the optimum regulatory framework 

for the safe and economic operation of 

gliding in the UK. 

Safety - Brian Penfold 
Maintain and develop polices lor the 

achievement of safe gliding and soaring 

and to inlluence those in gliding to bring 

about a reduction in the accident rate. 

Staff Administration 

-Vacant 
Achieve successful administration of the 

BGA staff in compliance with the law and 

within acceptable risks. 

Technical - Howard Torode 

Maintain and develop. where possible under 

new EASA regulation, a sell-regulated and 

cost effective U K airworthiness system for 

gliders (and motorglidersl sell-launching 

gliders under CAA delegation) with salety 

as the prime objective. 
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John Birch is the BGA Treasurer 

and is chairman of the Financial 

Advisory Committee. He flies from 

Cambndge GC. and is a full-rated 

instructor. John has a Duo Discus xr. 
soloed in 1988 and has all three 

Diamonds 

Brian Penfold, a competition pilot and 

an instructor at Wyvern, has a bac!<.­

ground in professional engineering 

and operational flight safety manage­

ment. A serving Army Officer and 

qualified Aircraft Engineering Officer. 

he began gliding in 1999, has a Gold 

Badge and Diamond goal/distance 

Marilyn Hood is the wife of Leigh, 

who flies from Cranwell. and the 

mother of Rich and Jez, both British 

Team members. She has been 

involved in gliding for 34 years. once 

was a solo pilot but no longer flies. 

and has chaired C&MC since 2001 

Russe/1 Cheetham flies from The 

Gliding Centre and is a British Team 

member. He won European Open 

Class Gliding Championship Gold 

and Silver medals in 2004 and 2005 

respectively He has changed from 

Open Class to 18-Metre Class 

recently, and owns an ASG29 

Diana King flies at Stratford and 

Shobdon and shares an LS8 with her 

husband, Phi/. She was brought up 

in a gliding family, has 2,500 hours 

and all three Diamonds. She enjoys 

cross -country expeditions and wave 

flying as well as helping solo pilots to 

achieve their soaring potential 

Don lrving flies from Portmoak. He 

has been chairman of the Instructors 

Committee for the past three years 

and is both a BGA and a CAA motor­

gliding examiner. He has 3.000hrs. 

owns a Ventus 2 and is looking for­

wards. he says, to Scottish devolution 

Oavid Roberts flies from Cotswold GC, 

and has shares in a Duo Discus and 

ASW 20B. BGA Chairman 2000-06, he is 

now RAeC Chairman, on the Board of 

EAS and 1st Vice-President EGU. A 

Chartered Accountant/consultant. he is 

married to Gilly: they have three children 

and three grandchildren. including twins 

Howard Torode has been a member of 

the Technical Committee since 1973 

and is on his second spell as chairman. 

An aeronautical engineer, he is active on 

EASA Maintenance and Airworthiness 

issues. He flies from Lasham in his 

Nimbus 3DT and Kestrel. has two 

Diamonds and over 2,000hrs gliding 

Carr Withal/, a member of the London 

GC since 1958, is now its President. Tug 

pilot. Nationals pilot and contest Director 

since the 70s. he flies ASH 25 no 8 and 

has all Diamonds and I.OOOkm Diploma. 

A retired BA Captain. he has chaired the 

Airspace Committee tor 14 years 
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Established by prominent figures in British 

gliding, Joint Aviation is the leading, independent 

sailplane insurance agency in Europe. 

Joint Aviation has in-depth knowledge of gliding 

and gliding insurance as well as providing the 

personal contact that ensures every sailplane 

client receives the same high standards of 

services and competitive prices. 

~ Joint Aviation Services Ltd 
~ ... Our task, your security 

0044 (0)1420 88664 

0044(0)7802708670 
0044 (0)1420 542003 

for enquiries 

Terry Joint mobile 
Facsimile 

email: office@jointaviation.co.uk 

Joint Aviation Services Limited 
8 Old Aylesfield Buildings 
Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton 
Hants GU34 4BY 

www.joint.co.uk 

Authorised and 
regulated by the 
Financial Services 

Authority 

Black Mountains Gliding Club 
The UK's premier site for glider pilot development 

·:· Over 100 kilometres of 
local ridges 

·:· Longest average flight 
time of any UK gliding 
club 

·:· Ample flight time to 
perfect ridge, thermal and 
wave soanng skills 

•!• Full-time professional 
resident instructor 

·:· FREE Courses for 2008: 

Ab-initio, Bronze C, 
Ridge and Wave 
Soaring, Cross Country, 
81 or Ass Cat course 
preparation, Aerobatics, 
Instrument 
appreciation, 
Confidence-building 

·:· Specific courses arranged 
on request 

·:· Open 7 days a week from 
the beginning of March to 
the end of October 

·:· Expeditions welcome 

www.blackmountainsgliding.co.uk Tel: 01874 711463 (weekday mornings) 
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HSBC Insurance Brokers Aviation Practice can arrange 
competitive policies for gliding. 

Tony Mitchison 
Call +44 (Q) 1444 313 289 
Smail tony.mitchison@hsbc.com 
Facsimile +44 (0) 1444 313 280 

Archie Lam 
Call +44 (0) 1444 313 103 
Email archielam@hsbc.com 
Facsimile +44 (0) 1444 313 280 

Aviation Practice 
HSBC Insurance Brokers Limited, 
Bishops Court, 27-33 Artillery Lane, 
London El 7LP, United Kingdom. 

Web www.insurancebrokers.hsbc.com/aviation HS B c In.surance ID 
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PlATYPUS 

If I know how it works, 
it's obsolete 
THE OLD definition of a consumer durable 
used to be an item, like a television set or 
ca r, that stopped working on the d<1y after 
the last hire-purchase instillment had b en 
paid. More recently it is sa id to be a gadget 
like a disk-burner that works fine until the 
manu f<Jcturcr's free-service warranty expires. 
For me and glider electronics, however, the 
problem has not been the reliabili ty of the 
kit - whi ch has always been amazing, 
in view of the physica l and verbal abuse 
I subject it to. No, the problem is just ilS I 
became able to understand how to employ 
the device, my p;, rtner:., especially those 
with minds firmly focussed on huge silver 
pots for Nationa l or even World 
Championships in our noble sport, would 
say, "Look, Pial, that Cambridge l\1<1 (or 
whJtever) we installed five years ago is no 
longer competitive, and we need the latest 
gizmo for next season's contest fl ying, 
maybe the Cambridge XXI le or an 
LX1 0,000." I would immediiltely respond 
with some well-arti culated counter-Jrgumcnt 
I ike, "Ailililrrrrggghhh !" Meaning, when 
translated, ''Help! it's tJken me these five 
years to mJn,1ge thi, comput<: r, and just 
when I have got hJng of it )'O U want to 
upgrilde? Have mercy on my tiny brain and 
my ten thumbs, please." 

Al l Lo no avail, of course. The mcnual for 
the brzmcl new flight-computer th il t arri ves 
the following spring would say on the first 
page, "This is an easy-to-use, state-of-the-art 
(J contrad iction in terms, but never mind) 
aid to soaring pilots." Such a che rful laim 
would be much more convincing if the first 
page were also the IJst page. Unfortunately 
the IJst page of the spiral-bound A4 volume 
is page 359, a ll:Jt more than the previous 
handbook for the previous, much-loved 
but now uncompetitive item, the whole 
thing weighing J S much as the ManhJttan 
telephone directory. When manuals coming 
w ith modern gadgets begc1n to exceed in 

· Adapted from the saying, '"If it works, it 's obsolete" 

which is one of my favourite, laconic US Air Force 

expressions. Another favourite USAF saying for me is, 

"A routine crash." 
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bulk and weight the gJdgets themselves 
(or get so huge they put them on a CD-ROM 
to make you pri nt them out Jt }'OUr own 
expense) you know something is not quite 
right. I think they Jre the reason two-seaters 
became so popuiJr. Your friend in the bilck 
seat, w hose legendary map-rcJding skills 
have now been rendered obsolescent, can 
lea f through the mJnuJI to the relevant page 
and explain to the helmsperson exact ly 
what Knob D w il l do - so long as the 
helmsperson has already twiddled Knob C 
to the right setting. TI1at can work, provided 
you have gone to the sizeable expenst• of 
installing il rear screen thJt shows the sJme 
information as the front scre 'n. 

I have just real ised that an excellent use 
for glider-simulators such a> the one at 
Lasham, especially for solo pilots, would be 
to help us learn how to use these computers 
before flinging ourselves into the blue. Yes, 
it would be i1 ful l-time job for someone to 
in tall and remove, succ ·ssion of di fferent 
devices in the dummy cockpit, hut it's better 
thiln hJving people - especially those flying 
without a human navigator/DP Manager 
- land in the trees somewhere in Willes 
while still pondering, heild down in the 
office, whJt Knob B (its myri ad functions 
spel t out in detail on pages 273-3"12) is 
meant to do ... 

I must go down to the sea 
again! (Yes, but why?) 

Ta lking of less well-understood means of lift, 
the very modest knowledge we have of 
sea -breeze fronts, by comparison w ith wave, 
is sad indeed. Open-mouthed ga 1>i ng 
certain ly followed John Fielclen's victory in 
the UK NJtionals in 1964. Who WilS thi s 
guy? WhJt place does he have in our Hall of 
Fame< (Leave aside the fact that we don't do 
H,1 lls of Fame in this country, though i f you 
become rich and respectable like M ick 
]agger you might well get a knighthood.) 
\1\/e ll, John Fieldcn was a lovely eilsy-going 
fellow with a hospitable home in Devon, ,1 
highly capable aviator, but absolutely no 
speed-triangle ace. He regularl y flew in the 
sea breezes off the south Devon coast close• 
to his home and tamed il w ild beast that the 
rest of us treated with fear <1nd superstition. 

Cri zzlecl aviators would tug at your sleeve 
and whisper, "lissen, me young IJcl, thur be 
monsters off the edge of the ICAO map; 
don't never venture in them p<lrts, if y 
values yer ship Jn' yer loifc, I'm wt~rnin' 
ye ... " Long John Fielden did not have a 
peg-leg, but what he did over the coast, 
or way our to sea, was regJrdecl with awe 
as il sort of pimtica l magic. 

The unexpected ly di fiicult we<J ther of the 
19fl4 Nationals - after years of our bei ng 
spoilt by north-easterly breezes in high­
pressure Jreas- meant that romi.lntic free 
distance fl ying came hilck into favour, albeit 
for just those few dnys. John was hundreds 
of miles from his honle in the South West 
when he flew into the seJ breezes off the 
North E<Jst Coast, but that made no difference 
to his knowledge of how to use the scruffy, 
disorganised-looking lumps of c loud 
dangling clown below the proper cloud­
I.Jasc. The speed-merchants were humbled. 

I w<ts thinking of John on April 15th when 
I flew along the South Dow ns to Parham, 
home of the Southdown club, after a flight 
out of Lasham to Salisbury athedral (very 
beauti fu l) then to Didcot power station (a iSl) 
very beautiful if you like reinforced concrete 
in big curves emitt ing 7kt thenllills) <~nd 
southwards to the coast, with a view from 
6,000ft over the Isle of \!\light and to the east 
past Arundel ,1ncl Worthing. A rnile or two 
south of me were the characteristic lumps 
of cloud: scruff}', dangling, d isorganis cl­
looking. (Sounds like ;1 bunch of glider 
pilots, put th <J t way, but I ' I it pa s). I could 
easil y have nibbled on them out of l:uriosity, 
,1s Phili1 Wills did on his great flight from 
H ston to Devon in 1938 in the Minimoa, 
when he found, like AI ice, he ga ined height 
nibbling un one side ant! lost it nibbling on 
the other. 

For Heaven's sake, in an 1\ SH 25 at that 
Jltitucle I could well have Jfforded to risk <.1 

few hundred feet experimenting w ith the 
sinister- looking stu ff. 

Did you nibble <1t it, then? 
Not me! I was too scared!* 

• Reading the account of John's 1 ,000-point sea-breeze 

flight ending up near Hull, I am staggered to find that in 

the last 90 minutes of patient weaving in and out of the 

elusive lift, he never got above 1 ,200ft, and much of 1he 

time was at 800ft. Now I really do feel ashamed 
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Physician, 
check thy parachute 

A few years .:~go I took un a cross-country 
fl ight in the ASH 25 a doctor, who was a 
strcmger introduced by a gl iding friend. 
Though the doctor seemed .:1 very congenia I 
fe llow, I have not seen him since that day. 

Funny that - the number of peop le who 
have flown w ith me just the once, and not 
only h;::we they never shown up .:~t the club 
and asked to fly with me aga in, I never see 
them at all anywhere. They just, w~:" ll , 
vanish. Do they emigrate, or join some 
closed religious order? Maybe are they are 
sti ll around but in heavy disguise so as 
not to I ive out a recurring nightmare, that 
of being kidnapped c1 nd thru. l, vainly 
protesting, into the back seal, w ith me in 
front staring manical ly in the direction of 
Snowdoni<1 and t,1 lking non-stop so as to 
drown thei r shrieks. 

Much more <lm,lzi ng, though, M e the 
people who regularly ask to fly w ith me in 
spite of hcwing experienced terrifying nea r­
di. aslers and even crashes. These gluttons for 
punishment need their heads examining, 
<llld I mean that literally. Whi h ne,11 ly brings 
us back to my theme -

/!:'e7. 1 He has a theme. He could have 
fooled me. 'Nil/ wcmclers never cease? Eel. 

Indeed I have a theme. 
After a couple of hours (this interval is 

geLLing shorter every season) I kindly told the 
doctor he cou ld fly the glider for J while. 
l'vly regular pass ngers know that cl sudden 
act of generosity on my part only me<1ns !hel l 
I am suddenly feeling the need for ape ' . 
The sharp-eyed practitioner in the back seat 
of the ASH25 on this occasion was quite 
good at illUIIi -ldSking: not only did h make 
a reasonable fist of flyi ng the ship, bu t 
diagnosed the stale of my kidneys, prostate 
and other urin,1ry pZ~rts wi th scary precision. 
1-te prc1 isecl not just the light colour and 
crysta l-c larity of the c1111her ilu id but the 
commendable speed w ith wh ich I filled a 

Tesco sandwich* bag in the few seconds 
before it flew out oi the clt:>ar-vision panel. 
Subsequent, expensiv Harlcy Street teste; 
proved him right in every respect. 

He didn't even send me a bill, but mJybe 
lhM was because I would then have known 
w here he l ives. 

The big question is this: should th€• large 
clubs or the BG1\ hi re J range of experts in 
different medical fields to fl y incognito as P2 
and report on the all-round heJi th of our 
pilotsl 

\Ne o ld guys get checked out on the 
ground annua lly as per the regu lalions, and 
quite right too. But what Jhout our young 
cross-country champions? Specia lists in 
nervous disorders, for example, might be 
able very eMiy to identify embryo-pundits 
w ith pronounced psychopathi lend ' ncies, 
paranoid obsesc;ion. or delusions of gra ndeur. 

The problem w ith that (apart from medica l 
confidential ity issues) is, do you ground such 
people permanently as a menace to soc iety 
and aeri,1l traffic - or do you groom them 
tor potent ial internat ional stardom? 

Save civil society: recruit 
granddads to gliding 

O n the sub ject oi wh<:~ l sorts of people we 
should be encouraging to t <:~ke up our noble 
sport, here comes a scientiii c study from the 
USA calcula ted to bring joy to young and 
old - though not the group in between. 
it reports thilt the worst-b •h<JVecl age group 
in the USA is not the teens but the baby­
boomers born between 1945 and ·1965 -
ie 42 to 62 yea rs old. These mid-I iiers arc six 
times more lik ~~ l y to end up in jail or rehab 
than the equivalent Jge-group 30 years Jgo. 
They are the ones snorting coca ine ;md 
zooming around noisi ly on huge motorbikes, 
because Lh y now have the money, and 
are re-I iving the glory rlays of 1968 when 
they terrorised city centres and university 

• Yes, of course I ate the Tesco sandwiches first, silly 

campuses, making non-ncgoti<lble but 
largely incomprehensible demands oi 
all those in authority, who could be found 
cowering beh ind thei r desks. These boomers 
have the worst driving accidents. l'eople in 
this ilge band should have special ID ards 
and be carefu l! )' veiled before being allowed 
near any piece of expensivt• rn ,lChincry, and 
especial ly gl iders. 

" But nearly all our contest pilots are in 
th is age band!" 

"Exact ly. Al l tha t bottled-up aggression 
needs ,1 n outlet, and our competi tions arc 
ideJ I. Keeps them off the streets, y' know." 

Anenl this thought-provok ing trend, yet 
another leller from my prolifi pen was 
re , 'rltly publ ished in The Times: 

"Sir; The middle-aged folk who are 
now al risk from booze anrl bungey­
jumping are tlw very same individuals 
who took nuisily to the .streets in 1968. 
Like a pig passin,~ through a python, 
those born post-war ,m(/ pre-Pi/1 will in 
2028 generate a Zimmer-Framc Bulge 
(quite unexpected) ,mr/ a Dementia 
Crisis (/Oti!lly unanticipated) and la/er 
on a surprise call for more crematoria as 
the "raveyarr/s fill up." 

Bye-bye to Balsa 
I have bought some indestructib le plastic 
gliders for my grandch ildren - and for myself 
oi course. I wJs Jllractecl by the wording of 
the on-line advr::rtisemcnl : "You c,ln give 
these gliders to your kids and they will be in 
one piece at the end of the day and beyond, 
they bounce ofi everything." 

My grandchildren already bounce off 
c·ver·yth ing, but it's nice to know that, if they 
play w ith tlwse models, they w ill still be 
in one piece at the end of Lhc day. 

platsandg@'blueyonder.co.uk 

Tlw IJidlypus 1'.1pers: 50 yews ol powt'rless pilol,1ge 

costs [ I (J. <J5 f LJ . )() pc.'\-p - huy ,J I www.gliding.co.uk 

CLEVER BOX VARIO SYSTEM 
* See our website www.cairaviation.co.uk for details of this 

new exciting variometer system from the same stable as the 
ubiquitous XK 10 Vario System, now available from stock 

from'· ~ ~If ~ . 

' 
OTTFUR CWJOO LONG LIFE REUASE CLEVER BOX VARIO 

Aviation Ltd. 
"You can bank on us" I . 

£239 £299 
+ New Instruments with Form 1: Winter 1.5 turn 80mm ASI's 0·160kJs, 0-200kts £189.90, Winter 57 mm Ahimeter £409, Winter Variometers wilh flask 57 mm or 80mm £262, Airpoth panel 

mount compass FAA released £98. + New Instruments: GDI miniature turn and slips £269, 80mm altimeters 0-20,000' £139, PZL Ahimeter £109, Mini Accelerometer £149. 
+ Surplus Tested Instruments: Ferranti Horizons with new Solid State Inverters Mk 6 £329, Mk 14 £389, Mk 32 £449, 80mm T/S £114, New Solid State lnverlers 12·140( in 115v 400hz out., 

12-1 4V DC in 26·28V DC out £129, Smith Mk 20 0-35,000' sensitive altimeters with test reporl £120, accelerometers £99. + Radio: Delcom 960 Panel Mount £249, Electret Boom Mics £34, 
Delcom 960 DC Adaplor £25, Speokers/Mics £21, Panel Mount Castings £21 , 960 BoHery £39. + BGA Approved "Ottfur" Releases: New Original OM Series £199, 0N Series Long Life alternative 

far modern gliders- Nose CW400 series £179, C of G CW300 Series £239, Exchange OM Series £119, CW Series £99, Spring kits available all series. "Ottlur" launch safely weak link carrier. £9.50. 
CAIR Aviation Ltd, Steephill House, Felcot Road, Furnace Wood, Felbridge, West Sussex RH19 2PX Tel: 01342 712684 Fax: 01342 717082 

e-mail: colin@cairaviation.co.uk www.cairaviation.co.uk 
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Above: Understand your prey's habits as the angler does 

- these therma/s are following the ridges (Gavin Wills) 

Below: two-seater thermalling above the braided course 

of the Omarama Stream near the airfield (He/en Evans) 
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Gone fishing 
Gavin Wills explains what glider 
pilots can learn when they 
realise that hooking thermals 
is a lot like catching fish 

THE OMARAMA Stream next to my 
New Zealand home is iamous for its 
big RJinbow and Brown Trout nd )erry 

O'Neal is a famous fly fisherman. it's dawn 
and he's up to his knees in cold water playing 
a big fish. I sight him from our kitchen 
window, make two mugs of tea and wander 
across the garden to watch the action. 

A passionate hunter, )erry lands the 
Rainbow Trout, frees it, and then raves on to 
me about hat ·hes, nymphs, riffles and runs. 
He knows every inch of that trout's habitat 
;md still he craves more knowledge. H is 
equipment is top of the line (and he ties his 
own flies) and yet he searches for better gear 
and to improve his skills. The wild look 
glinting in jerry's eye reminds me of his other 
passion- soaring gliders and hunting for 
thermals. And that's what got me thinking ... 

The glider pi lot must believe in thermals 
and be passionate about find ing them. Like 
the fisherman, the complete soaring pilot 
wil l learn all there is to know about where 
the strongest thermals li on any giv n day. 
Then, clad in the best soaring equipment, 
he will ca refully stalk his elusive prey, unti l, 
w ith senses and clever instruments on full 
alert, he' ll hook the thermal and skillfu lly 
play it triumphantly to the top. By which 

time he wi ll have already decided where 
the next one lies. 

This holistic approach to therma lli ng is 
wh<Jt I believe helps top pilots to climb 
efficiently and Jchieve fast cross-country 
speeds. it's worth learning a little from them 
and the fly fisherman. 

Nobody suggests that thermals, being 
invisible columns of ri sing air, are easy to 
understand or are even totJIIy understood. 
But like the fisherm<:Jn, the passionate pilot 
will want to learn a lot about thermals in 
order to develop his own personJI, practical, 
dynamic model: how and where they form; 
their relationship to atmospheric stability and 
the wind, sun and terra in; their triggers; their 
shapes as they rise skyward and what governs 
their strength and their cyc le rate. As with a 
good fishing book, a lot can be read into 
clouds, but only some of it is useful. 

The passionate gl ider pilot wil l hone his 
flying skills. He vvill make coordinated turns 
without thinking, as if riding a bike, or like 
the fisherman casting, with the mind focused 
beyond the activity. He wi l l sense the 
bubbling thermic air through the wings, 
through the controls and in the instruments 
to help him find the thermal 's innermost 
powerful centre. Familiarity w ith his glider's 
natural roll rate may indicate the right way 
to turn into the t.hermJI. Once established he 
wil l c limb instincti vely, freeing his focus to 
wJtch for other stuff. Just as the fisherman's 
rod becomes an extension of his arm so the 
glider's wings become an extension of the > 
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SOARING SKILLS 

lrips for the Complete Soaring Pilot 
THE complete angler has a bag ollechntques lo help htm hook a lish from its lavourile hiding place. So should !he soaring pilot. Here 

are some of them: 

-On entering a thermal try rolltng !he glider from side to side to help decide which way lo lurn (!he thermal may liij one wing and slow 

!he roll rate in lhal direction). 

- An experimental quarter turn may help decide if !he thermal is worth hooking and it one has turned in the nght direction. 

- Match !he thermal's diameter with the glider 's angle ol bank and airspeed; narrow lhermals require more bank. 

- Use different centering techn;ques. For skinny thermals ''Steepen the turn ;n fjfr or use the cfas_sic ·move the circle over~ for wide 

thermals or when you know where the centre lies. 

- Tum rate is a fair measure of a glider's turning circle. Turn rates can vary from 19 seconds per turn up to 30 seconds per turn. 

Experienced pilots lend lo average about 23 or 24 and intermediate pilots around 27 seconds per turn. 

- Turbulent narrow therma/s may need very steep bank angles and last speeds to stay in them (50". 60-65kt /or a 19 sec turn rate). 

- Put in the '·G stop'' - haul back and immediately bank hard to avoid flying through a narrow powertul thermal or a slrong core. 

- Rough thermals require strong t~andhng but be gentle with the smoofh ones. 

- Some narrow climbs can be hooked by turning away from !hem a lew degrees belore rolling back into !he strong lift. 

- A very little top rudder in the turn is good: 1) slips the glidec makes the inside wing perform better and reduces the possibility ol spin 

,.._ pilot's body. To achieve this takes repetitive 
praclice- lots of it ! 

Both fly fi shing and so,Hinp; gliders are 
clearly expensive and useless pastimes. 
r)crhaps we do them heGw se of the way 
they engJge the mind, the body ilnd the 
spirit and require skills to practise, nature 
to appreciate and have the thrill uf the hunt. 
If the pilssion develops with the first fish or 
th e~ fi1·s1 fli ck of the fly rod the prJctition <:'r 
may be adclictcd for life_ Likewise the thrill 
of the first cross-country fl ight or first solo 
mJy drive the pilot in(o a l ifetinw's search 
for thcrmals to feed his hJhit. 

To learn more <lhout tlw holistic 1 rocess 
of successfully using thcrmJis to fl y cross­
country, let's track an experi enced thermal 
hunter on his quest. His name is Rill, he has 
about 3,000 hours, has won ,1 few races and 
clone ,1 7S0km DiplomJ in thcrm<l ls. He is 
going to l e;~ cl his buddy Archic ( I SO hours) 
on his first 300km attempt. 

First 13 ill needs to believe that thermals 
will be out and Jbout today. No fun if they 
are not' He checks the weather forecas t'> 
i!fld Tephigrams, talks to the locills, and 
looks a lot il l the sky. Arch ic gets coffee 
ilnd then looks bemused when Bill asks 
the big question .. : where and how strong 
w ill the thcrm;:ds he today! 

They polish Jnd prcpJre equipment and 
ro ll out to the grid. 

Off tow the firs t half hour is <I ll inlpOrlJnl 
time for assl~ssmcnL Will there he thermals? 
How high and how strong will they bel 
Is the fore ilSt correct? Is the planned flight 
possible? 

Like the fisherma n itpproaching his chosen 
stream for the first time that dav, Bi ll is all 
over the sky, collecting d<1ta: w~tching 
c. loucls, o ther gliders, birds, wind indicators 
and feeli ng out t·he Jirmass below the 
therm ic boundary layer. He needs to know 
the wind veloci ty on the ground, at c loud­
base and in between. He needs to know 
what kind of thermal sources Jrl' working, 
the height band where the thermals are 
strongest, what percentage of the clouds is 
working and which side oi the cumulus 
might he f<tvourecl (up sun, upwind, entre). 
Observing <t nd st<1shing as much inform,J tion 
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in his brain as possible is J skill that Bill h:ts 
practised a lo t. 

Archi e's focus is entirely on getting as high 
ilS he cJn in the fi rst thermal he comes to. 

For Bil l, the experienced thermal p ilot, 
his assessment process is effic ient and he 
quickly evolves a piJn. He has ident ified the 
all-important first climb down track and the 
most effi cien t route by w hich to approach it. 
He has options B and C in case pl<tn A does 
not delivN. MeJnwhile i\rchie is h<:tppy th.tt 
he got to clnudbase <tnd is wondering what 
to do next_ Bill finds him and they depart on 
trJck. Th therm<t l hunt is on' 

"Nice day, Bill !" ch irps Archie on the 
r"Jtliu. He has relaxed, has hetd <1 drink and 
is cheerfull y bumbling il long. Bi ll does not 
reply. He on the other hand is focused, 
looking h,ml illong his chosen route w ith a 
view to minimising sink, pulling up in weJk 
thermals and exilmining the fi rst thermal 
ilhe.:td to gauge his arri val height ilnd just 
where to hook the climb. He h<Js .:t lready 
decided thJt the next thermJI shou ld 
Jverage 4kt or n1ore and they need to be 
above :J,OOOft In contact iL He w ill accept <J 
wcJkcr climb if he's lower. Arch ie only now 
begins to think about the ncxtthermJI and 
at 4,000ft pulls into <1 2kt ilverilge. 

Rill cruises on. 
At the sJme time, jcrry (he fi sherm<J n is 

cJsting <1 pattern across his poo l, checking 
possible trout spots as he works towards his 
most-favoured corner. If he spots a big fi sh 
he will of course c<Jst straight for it. 
Likewise, Bi ll m<1y see the best li ft marked 
by w hiskers of ri sing cloud, circling birds or 
,1nother glider, and fly direct ly there. The 
pil ot an I the fi sherman both know it's ,1 
probilhility game and it p<Jys to sample <"tS 

much of the Jir or Wil ter JS possible even a 
they work tow,1rds their cstimnt>cl hot spots. 
Both are alert for new informJtion and ar 
thinking hard while their equipment moves 
w ithout consc ious thought. 

Now npproaching the cloud, Hill stilrts a 
simil<lr pro ·e s, planning J search pattern 
that samples ilS much of the air under it as 
efficiently JS possible. He stud ies the cloud, 
its possible thermnl source(s) and, thinking 
Jbout the w ind, the sun ond his onward 

route, he heads in. The glider slows as the 
search pattern begins ,1nd the expected strike 
area gets closer. Bil l focuses his senses on 
feel, sounds and ne.1rhy sights. He feels 
and listens for indication thilt wi ll help 
<J ntic ipate the breadth, th<:' strength <tncl the 
locJtion of the nearby lift. Controls are l ightly 
held as he tips the glider gently tnwJrds a 
lifted wing. The vario beeps hopcJu ll y then a 
surge encourages him to roll into et quarter 
turn. Will the surge continue! The vario 
peetks il l a couple of knots - not enough. 
He str<:tightens out, look ing for J bigger fi sh. 

The search continues Jlong the chosen 
pattern benea th the chosen cloud. Senses 
arc on fu ll alert. The vJrio rises stead ily; the 
lift is wide. Give it a second or two. it's 
under the right wing. Set the hook. Bill ro ll s 
in hJrd and comes betck w ith the stick . The 
vario peJks nnd ho lds. The pi lot smiles: 
"we've got him" . The s cond turn is not 
quite centred so 13111 moves over a little then 
steepens in the l ift. Six knots on rhe 
avcrager - "we' ll stay with this one". He 
looks down the wing and thanks the thcrm <:t l 
source (always J good way to remember it '). 

Bill now p lays his thermil l instincti vely 
and, whi le keeping an eye on the climb r<t te, 
he il llows his focus to move to other things: 
nilvigation, perh<Jps a drink, scann ing the 
sky for da ta, and, before he gets too high, he 
looks for the next th 'rmal ilnd the be_t line 
to it. His I rain is thinking aga in, orgJn ising 
Jnd plilnning so he is ready lo leave when 
the thermal exit arr ives. Climbing, he even 
has time to re l c~x a hit. 

Archie, meanwhile', hJs worked hard in 
his 2kt thermal and is leJving .:~t clouclbJse. 
But he is 1 Ukrn back. He's hilppy to heJr 
that Rill has found a good one bu( does not 
appreci ate that by the time he arri ves Hill 
wi ll he gone. Archie still has a bit tt> learn' 

When to leJvc the thermal? Bill knows the 
key to a fast cross-country flight is a good 
JverJge c limb rate. The challenge is to find 
the best thermals for the de1y, to hook and 
centre effic ientl y, c limb stead ily and then 
exit w hen the JvcrJgc climb rates drops by 
s.:ty 30 per c nr, provided of course one 
has gilined enough height to make the next 
su itable therm<JI. 

So the p ilot's focus one ilgJ in returns to 
his senses. Is the cl imb reJIIy dropping ofP 
Or hJve w e lost the centre r has it moved 
- po_sibly a wind shear? If so, where is the 
strong lift! Du we have range to the next 
good thermal? Bill notices the Jvcrage climb 
rate is dropping in spite of strong surges of 
lift (the ch<:t racterist ic feel at the top of 
thermal) so he <:tccelera(es his glider thmugh­
out the last turn and cruises out on track, 
concentra ting already on the next climb. 

Archie is well below and still 2km away 
when he sees Ri ll lec~ve. " It looks li ke I am 
on my own <JgJin," h thinks, puzzled as to 
how they separated so quickly. 

As )erry the fisherman wou ld h, ve sa id, it 
t<1kes time ;:md practice to put it all together. 
" it won't happen overnight, but it will 
happen," he says, "and you have to be \ . 
keen". PJssion helps. ~ 
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INTERNET ARCHIVE 

Preserve the past for the future 
Afandi Darlington, the President 
of Imperial College GC, reveals 
how one of the UK's oldest 
clubs is harnessing the web to 
preserve and publicise its past 

IMPERIAL College GC is tht• second oldest 
gliding c lub in the UK, one day younger 
than the London GC and lorm cl in the 

heady d<1y~ of 1930, when gliding c lubs 
were spri nging up all over the land, lllilny 
to prove short lived. The combination ol 
energetic students, il scienti fic approilch and 
a fe1 r-si ghted supporter in the shape of 
Imperial College Un ion (the students' un ion 
ollmp ~ri J I Coli gel led to the construction 
of ,1 n indigenously producE~d glider - the 
IC.1 -and J summer gliding camp at Gore 
Farm ne, r Sh.-lftesbury in September 1930. 
Unfortuna tely, the Cilmp was not entirely 
a success w ith the glidc·r blowing over 
and being w ritten off before it could take 
to the air (J report of the ·1930 c<1mp is Jt 
www. icgc;Jrchive. cu. uklindex.php?rlccarle= 1 
9JO&actio n= cloc:u ment.s). 

it was during the preparation for the 
ICGC's 75 th celehriltions in 2005 that much 
historical material about the clui.J wJs 
gil thered together for display bo,mb, <J nd 
after the celebratorv d inner it seemed a 
shame to simply p~t them into sto1· tor 
another fi ve y ars. Newly-jo ined students 
seemed to enjoy reading <~ bout the club's 
history so I decided to create <1 n archiving 
project to preserve the in format ion and 
disseminate it on J deJie<:1 tecl websi te, 
www. iq;carchive.co. uk. 

Most of the pre-Wv\12 members of the 
club had di t>d hy 2005 <1nd those who wet·e 
present at the club's post-wJr reformation in 
1946 were of Jclv;:mced years so time was of 
the essence in ,1sking them to record their 
memories, provide photos and documents 
(parti cui<Jrly captions to photos, which bring 
them alive). A smJII team, consisting of l'ete 
MJsson (of www. launch-point. co. uk, which 
hosts the site for free), Silge Shah and me, 
wJs formed. Th , task of 
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The IC.1 at the club 's 

summer camp at Gore 

Fium, in 1930, shortly 

before it blew over 

This was after club 

members had spent days 

of wet and windy weather 

finishing its construction 

The whole report of this 

camp, and many other 

fascinating, entertaining 

accounts o f UK gliding's 

earliest days, are at 

www.igcarchive.co.uk 

collating the information fel l to me, w hile 
Pete and Sage posted the materia l online 
on the website which they had created. 

Much materia l was received from cl ub 
members, m, inl y photos but also some 
expedition reports and other memorabilia; 
it was a cli ffi cult job cleci cli ng what was 
interesting enough to put on line and what 
in rea lity formecl the minutiJe of the club's 

'Some welcome gems were 
received in the form of a pack 
of photos from the club's 1937 
Easter camp, which turned up 

unexpectedly from an attic' 

history such as meeting minutes or insurance 
c m espondence- it was cleciclecl that these 
would remJin preserved on fi le but wouldn't 
justify the effort of puning on line. 

I am awJre that some other clubs are 
recording their history in <1 simi l<1 r effort bu t 
w ith the intention of putting everything 
<lVJilable online, whi ch is laudable, but in 
my view the 80:20 rule applies- 80 per cent 
of the story is to ld by 20 per cent of the 
available materi al. 

Some welcome gems were received in the 
form of a pack of photos from the club's 
1937 Easter camp at Dunstable, which 
turned up unexpectedly from an attic via 
Col in Raisey at Lasham. Further rese<J rc:h in 

The Imperial College GC 

expedition to Devirs Dyke 

("a ground-looper's 

paradise ·; on the South 

Downs. with the newly­

acquired Kirby Cadet If in 

July 1946 

The photo shows the valley 

auto-tow run while the 

g liding club's car/winch is 

also just visible 

contemporJry copies of The Sailplane and 
Glider (one of Sailplane 8: Gliding's two 
predecessors) allowed some names to be put 
to faces in these old photos, and a certain 
amount of detective work was involved in 
piecing the story together. Somewhat l<1ter 
a Movietone film clip of Ken G Wil kinson 
fl ying the new ICG Slingsby Kit · in ·1937 
on the ()unstable ridge was unexp tcdly 
received from the USA (Ken later became 
13GA Chairman and Deputy Chai rm;.w of 
Briti sh European Ai rways) . Much o f the 
det<J ilcd pre-war club history had been 
preserved by John Keeble, Alan Ya tes Jnd 
Frank lrving but this hJd IJin on file unreacl 
for many yea rs so the website archive reJI Iy 
is the product of m<Jny previous attc•mpts to 
document the c lub's history. 

The history of all the club's gliclers was 
traced back to the origi nal IC.1 and photos 
of many of the gliders h<1ve been added to 
the website along with the history of eJch 
machine. Much information perta ining to 
the club was contained in Redhil l Jnd 
Lasham newsletters dat ing back to 1947 
Jnd these were kind ly made avJi l<lble by 
Wall y Kilhn, who is a fountain of knowledge 
about Bri tish gliding history. In autumn 
2007 the mammoth task of scJnn ing in all 
145 editions of these newsletters was 
undertaken by a teilm of Lasharn mtembers 
ilnd the newsletters are now onl ine at both 
www. i 8carchivc.co.uk and also at 
www. I<Jshum.org. uk!news/newslellerarch ive.asp 

Is this history worth recording? I think so, 
not least bec;w se if anything it shows 
current and fu ture student members of the 
ICGC what their forbears got up to and 
should inspir them to achieve great th ings 
in the future. O ur project is about 
60 per cent complete w ith the bu lk of the 
effort so far c:oncentr<Jted on the period 
1930-70. There is J d<tnger of course of 
wa llowing in the past ;mcl also of being 
drawn into preserving every single detail 
but I think we have struck il successfu l 
balance in ou r project and I encourage 
other clubs to record their history in 
a similar way. 
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JUST MAGIC 

(j) Clockwise from left: the 602km task; Sieve Lynn's first 

i climb at Southend ("Phew!" he says): Isle of Sheppey; 

S" author Trevor Stuart in mid-estuary; looking north to 

~ Whitstable; the pier at Southend. All photos except the 
5. one of Trevor- from Steve Eyles - are by Steve Lynn 

Bored? Take a trip round Town 
How Trevor Stuart rediscovered 
his enthusiasm for gliding, 
thanks to a 300km check flight, 
a challenging task and a little 
help from a friendly magician 

TUESDAY, April 8. Bored with gliding, 
can't be bothered any more - and 
my annual check-flight is overdue. 

Rang Tirn Madadyen, my CFI at Bristol 
& Gloucestershire GC: "Do you fancy doing 
my check flight today, Tim?" Two hours later 
we winch-launched the Nimbus JOT into 
an unpromising sky. I'd marked up my first 
300 of the year and we whistled Jrouncl 
at 109km/h! Tim leapt out, very an imated: 
"That was my JOOth 300!" he exclaimed. 
No m ntion if I passed or failed ... Entered 
flight on BGA ladder (fantastic job, thanks 
John Bridge) and suried some weather sites. 
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Clidemet (who is Glidemet?) commented: 
"Tomorrow will be an improvement on 
tocby". Now that's the sort of forecast that 
I can understand! 

RASP looked good for most of southern 
England, especia lly the South coast. Had to 
be a 500 day, around the London TMA? 
No, needs some north in the wind, but then 
again, would it work in a light westerly? 
Drew up four legs on SeeYou to take me 
round the LTMA for 602km. Received <:~n 
email from Steve Lynn of London GC 
suggesting a boring 400km down to the 
South West, gave him the Trigraphs for TMA 
circumnavigation and went to bed excited. 
Not bored any more. 

Wednesday, April 9- up early, opened 
round-robin from Lasham met guru Davicl 
Masson saying "a possible 750km day". 
That's it, my 600 was on! But who will 
be P2? A carefu l choice was needed: a big 
flight, may need some help. Rang Steve 

Eyles. He always brings a good lunch and is 
willing to sh<Jre it, also a part-time magician: 
might come in handy. 

Launched into a 1 kt c limb to 2,500ft (all 
heights QNH). Not good but it had to do. 
Crossed the start line at 11 .00hrs and set off 
slowly downwind. Things improved inland 
and we were soon squeezing between 
a quiet Lyneham and a deserted Redlands 
but there was a cloud I wanted in the 
parachute zone. Steve offered his R!T skills 
and Lyneham soon confirmed they knew 
nothing. Not only did Steve have smooth­
talking R!T skills, he had a handheld radio 
(the Nimbus batteries were low on account 
of forgetting to charge them the day before); 
this bloke was going to be useiul. We went 
past Membury at best glide, trying to identify 
the right part to land on. lt soon went out of 
range as the alt imeter unwound to 1 ,200ft. 
A number of thoughts went through my 
mind but the over-riding one was: "Last time 
I flew with Steve we got into a similar 
situation, we got low, the engine was 
extended but wouldn't start and we spent 
the rest of the clay retrieving the glider 
from a field. Was he really a magician ... 
or a jinx?'' Before I could decide we 
bumped into 1 .Skts - magic! 

At this point a small triangle of chocolate 
appeared over my left shoulder. 

The low scare and the promise of more 
chocolate focused my flying. We were soon 
hurtling down cloudstreets at 80-plus knots 
bound for the South Coast. Arundel Castle, 
just north of Bognor Regis, was our first turn 
but the air was no longer crysta l clear: 
c loudbase had dropped dramatically and 
the wind had gone south - not good signs. 
A slow climb as high as we could got us :-
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JUST MAGIC 

:-- round the CJstl e and back inlanJ to 
pick up what turned out to oe a fantastic 
convergence line meandering in Jnd ou t of 
3,500ft Jirspace. Sieve was well in control 
of the <1 irspJce and between us we found a 
route that kept us fast <J nd legJ I. Other gliders 
(and more chocoiJte) began appearing. 

The next 1 OOkm turned out to be glorious 
and Jll wi th sea views! 

Kent appeared underneJth ilnd a K-13 
overhead (from Cha llock, perhaps!). The 
next hit was physiologically chJ IIenging. 
I'd briefed Steve we'd t<Jke J high climb 
CJt Isle of Sheppey and glide into lower 
ai rspace north of the Thames Estuary but the 
best we could manage was 4,500ft south 
of FJversham. A glance at SeeYou showed 
we had bkt of tailwind - the crossing was 
going to be easy, apart irom the sink. 
UnfavourJble air reduced our 1:57 glide 
ang le to 1:40. 

Half way across, Steve shouted: "Turn 
back!" Turn bJck? We're halfway Jcross, 
halfway round the task; is he mad? " Look 
back," he sa id, " I want to take )'Our pictu re". 
The clouds on the far side seemed a long 
way off and all was si lent apart frorn a little 
camera photographing water. 

\!Vater behind us, Essex delivered, as 
expected, wi th severJI thousand seagulls 
soaring a waste lip. The best seagull had 2kt; 
we kept w ith him. We were a lega l distance 
from Southend but nevertheless Steve 
maintained a listening watch. 

We slow ly climbed to a sensib le working 
height and nudged right where the airspace 
stepped to 4,50Uft and climbed again. 
The tailwind slowly veered to a crosswind 
but we were working higher and higher <Js 
airspace al lowed <Jnd turned Bury St 
Eclmuncl's on to a cloudstreet pointing 
stra ight at Nympsfield. f\ fast climbing glide 
increased our <Jverage task speed to 94km/h 
-it looked fant,lslic ahead. A 5kt climb at 
Cambridge kept the morJie up but then it 
went grey. No sun, no cumulus. \Ne slowed 
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The perspective from 
London Gliding Club 
Steve Lynn, who launched from Dunstable. adds: 

1. Set by Trevor the night before, the fl(ght was 

ambitious, challenging and great fun. A big well 

done to Trevor, for doing it from Nympsfield 

2. lt was very difficult until we got to Goring as the 

Chilterns were. surprisingly, not delivering 

3. Who knows what sort of lift you might encounter? 

lt was a strange and poorly defined convergence 
along the South coast, then ballistic at Ashford 

(see vario, right) 

4. Definitely a job for two pilots: the airspace work, 

particularly up the east side, was heavy 

5. Trevor indicated there were better conditions 

into East Anglia. which. in spite of appearances, 

we didn 't really experience 
6. The last leg was under overcast. but a couple 

of good climbs was all it took 

7. If in doubt. stick an Ed in the back 

down Jccordingly, took weaker climbs Jnd 
studied maps carefully; we had to descend 
to pass underneath airspace between Old 
WJrden and Hen low- I could mJnage that. 

Amazingly, the sky was still working. Four 
knots at Milton Keynes put us on glide for a 
single well-defined cloud over Bicester. The 
nose went down. Just a minute, that IJrge 
expanse of green isn't Bicester, il"s Weston 
on the Green, another parachute zone! 
Slowed down, now committed to this cloud, 
if I take long enough it may get blown out 
of the zone before we got there. DistJnce is 
hard to determine accur<1tely and fortunately 
our cloud was 4km short of the zone. But 
we needed to p<1ss through Weston on the 
Green. Steve was on the hand-held again, 
ta lking to London Information, getting 
frequencies for Weston. He tried both, 
no answer. The general advice in such 
ci rcumstances is: Stily Out. How frustra ting ! 
Luckily for us, a good line of cloud had 
formed to the north so we went 90° off tr<Jck 
to avoid Weston wne. Th ings started to look 
better on track and we headed for clouds 
that appeared to be on the edge of Bri ze 
Norlon. More RIT palter from Steve, Yes, 
they wou ld let us in but not below 3,000ft. 
We stayed out and crept north of their zone. 
Abe<Jm Fairford, Steve and I had our first 
disJgreement: he wanted to get to final gl ide 
height, my style was to press on. We 
compromised with 2kt to put us 500ft over 
glide, soon to become 1 ,UOOft. A low pass 
over the finish li ne clocked us at 88km/h. 
A magical flight. 

A voicemai l waiting from an excited Steve 
Lynn: he and Edward Downham had done J 
circumnJvigation of the London TMA in a 
Duo Discus from DunstJble... ~ 

Credits 

http:llglidcmet.cv.ukl 

www.lashamH'C,Hh('r. co.uk/{or(•c;asts.php 

\\/ \V\ v. tohlerune. eo m! 
Stcv(•£yle5<alyahoo.c..:o.uk- cnlenainer ;md magician 

SILVER SECURED 

lan Easson from the Scottish 
Gliding Centre describes the 
day his perseverance paid off 

S ILVER has been my goal for <1! least 
the I<Jst three yeJrs, if not more. Oh, 
I'm not tJiking <1 bout all three legs 

-i t was the SOkm distance that was prov ing 
to be difficult. 

The fi ve hours was the fi rst in the bag, way 
back in May 2Uo-t when I flew one of the 
club Juniors ;:nound Portmoak- I reCJII that 
i t didn't have a vario, just an empty hole in 
the panel. A new experience for me, and a 
remarkably quiet flight without the ch irping 
and gro<Jning of the va rio. 

The height gain took two flights, as the 
first one w<1s done without J barograph, but 
I managed to get Basil 's signature on my 
form in Apri l 2003 . 

The 5Ukm was thought Jboul, talked 
about, planned, prepared and attempted 
during the fo llowing years. 

My first try ended w ith a field landing in 
the Junior near Elcho Castle to the eJst of 
Perth - about 1 8km from Portmoak. 

Second attempt was in the club Pegase 
I 01. After an Jerotow and a remote start 
over Dunning, and a couple of decent 
thermal , I set off towards Kippen at the 
other side of the Fintry Hills. Just as I entered 
the upper va lley of the River Forth, the sky 
darkened and I decided that I could go no 
further and set clown in a field near the Bla ir 
Drummond Safari P,1rk (lions and tigers and 
hears - oh, my!). No sooner hJd I retu rned 
to the glider after speaking with the 
l;mclowner Jnd cJ II ing the club th;m I was 
con fronted w ith a severe thunderstorm. As 
I sa t in the cockpit I was a bit uncomfortable 
when the forked l ightn ing started hitting the 
ground in the next iielcl. Peter Clayton 
retrieved me that day; we both got drenchecl 
during the de-rig. 

Mar -h 2008 presented me with J couple 
oi weeks off and I thought I could use the 
first few clays to get my <Jnnual checks 
completed then tJke Jdvantage of any 
"go cl" dJys that c,1me my way. A lthough 
the weather was not accommodating, 
I did manage to fly on most ciJys during 
that first week 3nd so I did achieve what 
I set out to do. On non-fl ying clays I gleaned 
useful info Jml tips from various instructors 
and pilots and I was definitely "up for it" the 
fol lowing week. 

Once again the weJther was not helpful 
hut on Wednesday, March 1 g I WJS at the 
site bright and early and had my name Jl the 
top of the I ist for the club's D iscus 11. I had 
been advised not to go too early as the dil)' 
might improve around mid-morn ing but if 
you're restricted to the c lub fleet you have 
to be fl exib le enough to accommodate 
other pilots. Fortunately, the only other pilot 
looking for the D iscus !hill day was Brian 
Cox <1 nd he just wanted to stooge Jround 
locall y. We agreed tha t he cou ld take the 
firs t two launches and I would wail until 
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If at first you don't succeed 
lunchtime. The launch line was getting very 
busy by th e time I W <lS reMiy to go ,1nd I had 
my Colihri <lncl PDA set up with three Tl's, 
e.:1ch over 50km aw<Jy. The plan wa s to he.:1d 
off towards any one of them depending on 
where the energy lines were. Ju st before 
th e cable was altdchecl I glanced at the 
willCi soc.:k and w z1s very di s<lppointed to se, 
th ,lt it h<~d gone completely limp! Here we 
go ,lgJin , I thou ght, another useless day. 
As th e c.:1ble dropped Jway I turned to the 
north toward s Bishop Hill and managed only 
orw pass before finding myself back iJn the 
ground Jt Portm oak. I don't believe this! 

l~ack on line for a second Jltempl ,mcl this 
tim e th e wind is better but from th e north 
now. hri s Rohinson att <Khes the Glbl t• ,md 
says: "Try 13c-n;1rty Hill thi s time - ,1nd don 't 
come bJck!" 

At rhe top o f the launch, I spot a coupl e 
of gliders soarin g the face of 13enarty ;m d set 
off to join them. After a couple of he,1ts I ,1m 
Jt th e top of the st,Kk <Jnd w ell cl ea r of th t. 
summit. I find a nJrrow core of stronger lift 
and get a hea lthy c limb in company with 
Z Goudic in his D is ·us. As thi s lift peters out 
I push north over the loch and bil to find 
anything decent so scuttle back to the hill 
for another top-up. I repe<lt this cyc le for 
,1lmost an hour ,mcl nearly gi ve UIJ. Then 
on yet an ther push over the loch I centre 
unci ra g d th ermJI that takes me to 
c louclbasc <ll Jrouncl J,OOOft. I rnove along 
to the up~<vind side of the c loud <J ncl find 
zero sink Jl th e edge. it's very w edk bu t it is 
smooth so I hug the side of th e cloud with 
my wingtip just on the edge and Jfter J 
couple of beJts I am "estJhlished" - in one 
knot, but Jt leJst I Jm not sinking. 

lt takes me almos-t another half hour to 
mJke anything out of thi s hut by looking at 
the c loud shadows I spot <Jnother gJp to th e 
nnrth. I ca n't see it over tlw top because of 
th e cl ouds <lhea cl of rn c- so slide out of the 
end iHld m,lke a gentl e di ve through th e 
equally weak sink :11ld pop up th e other side 
in th e by-now fJmiliar one-knot li ft ba nd. 
Al about this time I noti ce th at my Colibri is 
telling me tlla t it has no satellit "s and so 
doe5 nul tell me where I am in re l;~ti on 

to my Tl', oh Jnd by the w<ly, rny I"DA h0s 
also dec ided to switch itself o ff: lovv batt ery. 

Okay, b,1ck to th e good ol cl -fe1s hioned 
map-and-eyeball. I see Perth to the wes t and 
the Errol parachute centre to the east and 
I know roughly wh ere Drumshacle 'mcl Fo rf,lr 
(two of my TPs) are so set off in th at general 
direction. The ,ue<l is e,~sily n,wi gabl e th ;mks 
to a number o f unique-shaped lochs so I am 
very relaxed about th e who le thing. 

By using this very weclk wc1ve system, 
whose wavelength is small enough for me to 
mt•ander upwind without losing too much 
height, I enjoy IXlnorZi mic vi ews of th e 
snow- topped mountains to th e west and th e 
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Above: /an Easson with the club Discus in which he completed Silver and. below, the field at the end of Ins 50km 

iV\ontrose Basin over on the Ea st Cuc1 st. 
I notice th;1t the Colibri is b;Kk on line 
,1ga in, though I CJnnot work out wh;lt has 
ca used the problem in the first pl ace, and 
it con firms th at I havE' less th il n 1 Okm to run 
for my first TP of D rum sh,lcle (An gus GC) . 

r\J ow, do I simply round the TP and head 
home? What happens if I do this, ,1nd mJke 
it back to PortrmJcl k only tu discover th at the 
logger has no trace of my ever having been 
here? Deci sion rnade- I' ll round the Tl' then 
land a coupl e of kilom etres furth er north just 
to make sure of rny 50km. Th e Co li bri steers 
me ri ght over the TP and bl ecps a I must 
apologetic ally at me- despite the b et th c1 t 
I Jlll turning overh ead Drumshacle, I have 
grea t difficulty spo tting it un til I see a w uple 
of trJil ers behind a h,1nga r. 

The Angus GC is only ,1 weekend c lub 
and I would like a few rnore kilom etres just 
to be sure, so I set off towards Forfar. I arrive 
overhead, south of the town, ~lt amund 
3,000ft <lncl hJvc J long leisurely look at the 
fields below. There are plenty to choose frorn 
so I selec t a nice long fi •Id with a sli ght 
uphill sl ope and no obstac les - next to 

one thJl has a tr<Ktor rollin g th e soil and 
providing an excellent wind in d ica tor for 
me. 

My field hc1 s very ea rly barl ey so I land 
along the gap between the young crops. 
I speak to th e trJCtor driver, wh o gives m1c 
the phone number of th e l;mdowrwr. I rin g 
him first Jnd he asks ii he G ul bring ,1 

coupl e of children to see the glider arlCI , of 
c )LJrse, I ,1gree. I phone the club and Ire ne, 
aft er establi shing that (a) I was okay, and 
(b) th e' glider was okay, Look contro l and 
within minutes John VVilli ams WJS on the 
phone. \tVh •re was I, wh at sort nf fi eld w,1s 
it, would he be better with the 4WDI 
Sorted, Jnd within an hour 'llld a half he• 
Jnd Kevin Hook were turning into rny fi eld. 

So, for me, nn epic- nothing compared 
to John nncl K ,vin's no rm al milk-runs, l>ul 
boy did I enjoy thJt fli ght- and th<1t 's whJt 
it 's Jll Jbout. My thanks h;we to go to John 
and Kevin fur fetching me ;md to numerous 
instructors Jnd peopl e at the c luiJ who have 
erlCourDged <lnd t,1ught me throughout. 

I wonder how long it ' ll tJke me to ge t \. 
my Gold BJdge! ~ 
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Art is • 
IC 

licence 
THANKS as ever to these photographers and artists, listed clockwise from above: 

Two unusual photographs of Spain, taken on a Norfolk GC expedition to Ontur: first, the 

Laguna de Petrola and, second, the countryside reflected in the wing (/an Atherton) 

Two paintings shown at the 2007 Guild of Aviation Artists' exhibition ( Mary Meagher's 

Fly by Wire and Amanda Deadman's Talgarth Sunset) plus the T-21 by John Dimond 

that advertises this year's event, from July 21-27 in London (Www.gava.org.uk) 

More Spain, another club expedition- to Jaca, by the Midland GC (Mike Greenwood) 

If you would like your photographs to be considered for publication in Gliding Gallery or 

indeed elsewhere in S&G, do please send them to edilor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 
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AIRPROX 

Learning from experience 
The UK Airprox Board's Hugh 
Woodsend identifies common 
themes from recent Airproxes 
and suggests what glider pilots 
can do to make the skies safer 

EVERY six months the UK Airprox 
Board (UKAB) publishes its latest 
find ings in book form. You can 

clown load copies of these by going to 
www.airproxboard.org. uk and selecting 
"Publications" from the panel on the left. 
You need to agree to copyright rules before 
proceeding to the sub-menus. The main 
publication covers all Airprox, so you need 
to pick out those of interest. Additionally, 
there are subsets published which concen­
trate on certain General Aviation (GA) 
related incidents. As a UKAB member, I 
edited one of these a few years ago, CA 
Book I 2, which covered just gl iding, and 
more recently CA Book 7 4, which covered 
all GA. I hope you wil l find the gliding aspects 
useful and you can sec the advice being given 
to other airspace users. From Lime to Lime we 
publish safety recommendations together with 
lessons learned and these can be found on the 
website; have a look at those too. 

As in past yea rs, th is article is addressing 
the subject from the other point of view- in 
other words, the lessons identi fied for glider 
pilots. I have attached the reference numbers 
so you can easily find the relevant Airprox 
report. This time we are, for various reasons, 
w ithout the statistics section but we wi ll try 
to update you with those in future issues. 

There are still a number of very specific 
types of inc ident that come up time and 
time aga in and we should all be aware of 
those and try and do what we can to reduce 
the ri sk. I have picked out a number of 
themes to consider. 

Winch and site-related incidents 
Still by far and away the largest incidents arc 
those involving aircraft transiting gliding sites 
and I make no apologies for highlighting this 
again this year. One of the most dangerous 
things an aircraft can do is to fly over a 
winch site below the height of the cable 
launch. The closing speeds can be large so it 
becomes both difficu lt to see the other traffic 
and extremely difficult for gliders to move 
out of the way. Gliding sites do not have a 
zone around them; they are standarci Class 
G airspace, and the on ly protection they 
enjoy is an entry in the AlP and other related 
public<J tions. Please continue to log 
incidents at your site, even if you were not 
launching at the time, because it is 
impossible for <Jny aircraft to be sure it is 
ever safe to overfly active sites. Some report­
ed Airprox examples worth reading are: 
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015/07, 052/07, 08"1/07. After all, we do not 
encourage even skilled tug pilots operati ng 
from th<:~ t si te to cross launches, so there is 
little chance for a lransiting aircraft. Notify 
me too with the collective resu lts, say yearly 
or half yearly, and I can forward that. The 
lectures that I give about modern gliding are 
continu ing and seem to be in great demand, 
especially for those involved in training 
professional pilots for both civi l and mili tary. 

Going about their lawful business 
One of the more difficult aspects of aviation 
to discover and understand is what others 
are doing in UK airspace, especia lly Class G 
airspace. This time I have high lighted three 
ex<Jmples: 114/06, 135/06 and 087/07. 
The first, not a particu larly close encounter, 
involved a military\ICI O recovering to its 
base at Brize Norton. You are all well aviare 
of Brize, but may not always give much 
thought as to the dynamics involveci in 
getting <Jn aircra ft into the zone. Generally 
standard climb-out and recovery routes are 
followed but these may cross the same areas 
that gliders arc to be found too. 

Aircraft and helicopters can be engaged in 
spec ific tasks such as calibration or power 
line checking, often at lower levels. We have 
had a couple of these Airprox recently. This 
type of task wil l be flown by professional 
pilots who are generally very good at calling 
up to signal their intentions. Therefore it is 
not helpfu l if we pay scant attention to 
the monitoring of gliding frequencies at 
clubhouses ancllaunchpoints as the vital 
message cou ld be missed. Incidentally, the 
Red Arrows nearly always ca ll too when 
pJssing sites. 

FJst jets need to get in and out of their 
operational bases and we need to keep up 
the generally good work of co-ordination 
with nearby gliding sit s to work out the best 
wilys of keeping gliders and fast jets apart. 
We had an example near Carlton Moor of a 
Tornado meeting gliders JS he left Leeming 
and crossed the ridge heading out on task. 

Extended centrelines of runways equall y 
requ ire crossing efficientl y and quick ly. 

A simi lar type of incident occurs from 
time to time involving NOTAM wJrnings of 
airsp<Ke being used for speci fic t<Jsks. We 
had <Jn example of this type of Airprox near 
Compton Abbas (1 00/07). Al though you rnay 
have read the NOTAM ilncl ensured you Jre 
clear of the published Mea, it is often the 
case that aircrJft may hJve to cross parts of 
adj<Jcent Class G airspace, where you arE., to 
get to t·hJt partiCLdar area. When you read 
the NOTAM, try to work out what is likely to 
be happening w ith in that area Jncl give it a 
good w ide margin, keep well clear of cloud, 
keep an especia ll y good lookout and be 
ready tor something appeari ng. Th is ex;Hnple 
involved fast jet combat activities, but air 
display NOTAM and corresponding display 
areJs are broad ly simi lar in concept. 

Airspace and wave 
Last year I reported we were hoping to get 
agreement to trial new ways of co-ordinating 
wave fl ying, particularly with military 
high-level traffi c. This has happened and we 
have started exploring ways of co-ordinating 
wave flights in Scotland. This may well be 
a better way of reducing risk than relying 
on transponder technology that is far from 
idea l for unpowercd cra ft. Hopefu lly as we 
discover more, this type of co-ordination can 
be extended to Wales, the Pennines and 
other areas. Outside the wave boxes, gl ider 
pilots may meet a variety of traffic, especial ly 
at heights above 1 O,OOOft, so co-ordi nJtion 
beiore going flying could well help inform 
others where you are and you what to 
expe t near you. 

Understanding airspace 
Given airsp<1ce changes and complex ity it is 
also equal ly essentia l you all keep your GPS 
airspace maps up to date. Club chairmen 
and CFis should do thei r best to ensure that 
al l club pil ots hove up-to-elate oirspace 
files and that help is on hand to get them 
updated - as wel l as up-to-ela te maps, ~ 
ot course. 
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GETTING AIRBORNE, STAYING LEGAL 

How the rules affect you 
Life as a UK glider pilot is potentially not as simple as 
it used to be. The BGA's Chief Executive, Pete Stratten, 
offers a helping hand to guide you through the maze 
of current regulation - and points out useful sources 
of further Information 

PILOT licensing. EASA airworthiness. 
Not the most exciting of subjects 
-but by now you' ll rea lise that all UK 

glider pilots need to know how rule changes 
over the past few years affect them. So if 
you've missed out on the bu ild-up to EASA 
airworthiness regulation, or aren't sure what 
the current state of glider pilot licensing is, 
read on. Th is short article aims to provide 
you w ith some background explanation and, 
more importantly, advice on how to find 
information about existing airworthiness 
and pilot licensing requirements for glidi ng. 
We hope it helps you navigJte your own 
way as painlessly as possible through the 
mzmy resources that are available. 

BGA Laws and Rules 
In genera l terms, the BGA provides a 
reference to gliding-related pilot licence 
nnd airworthiness requirements w ithin 
BCA Laws and Rules. We' re al l fami liar 
w ith the indispensable booklet that's so 
handy to refer to out on the airfield and, 
these days, the latest version can be 
downloaded from www.gliding.eo. uk/ 
bgainfolregulatoryhtm. Where appropriate, 
BCA Laws and Rules refers to the A ir 
Navigation Order as well as other origina l 
sources of information. All glider pilots are 
of course expected to maintain their own 
knowledge of BCA Laws and Rules as 
well as relevant legislation, for example that 
relating to airspace, NOTAM and so on. 

BGA website 
As well as BCA Laws and Rules, the BGA 
website contains further details, including 
current implementing policy and guidance 
materia l for clubs and individuals. The 
easiest way to access th is is to go to the 
website at www.gliding.co.uk then click on 
Information for Members on the left of the 
home page. Once that page opens, cl ick 
on your chosen subject, for exJmple 
Airworthiness, in the right-hand column. 
O n this new page you will then see more 
choices along the top menu, including in 
most cases FAQs (Frequently Asked 
Questions) complete w ith answers. The 
BGA maintJins these as accura tely as 
it can. You can also subscri be to free email 
Jlerts- these are particularly helpful when 
changes occur. To sign up, go to the 
Information for Members page at 
www.gliding.co.uk and near the top 
cl ick on Receive the latest news by email. 
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Pilot Licensing 
EASA-driven changes to pilot licensing are 
due to be introduced by 2012 and the BGA 
wi ll keep you informed as the situation 
develops. The information here reflects the 
current situat ion as it applies to UK pilots. 

Gliders 
Pilots do not need a li cence to fly gl iders 
in the UK. Gliding standards and safety are 
maintained effectively by BGA member 
clubs th rough the BGA gliding certi ficate 
structure and the BGA sJfety management 
system. Some glider pi lots need to 
demonstrate ICAO licence standard 
compliance when operating outside the UK. 
To support that need, the BGA offers a 
non-State issued Glider Pilot Licence to 
those who hold the Bronze Badge w ith 
Cross-Country Endorsement (or non-UK 
equiva lent) and who have the required 
experience. Details are on the BGA websi te 
under Pilot Licensing. 

Self-Launching Motor Gliders 
and Touring Motor Gliders 
SLMG and TMG are aeroplanes in UK legal 
terms and so a PPL with the appropriate 
rating is required. Holders of the old UK 
PPL (A) w ith SLMG, the N PPL (SLMG) or 
the JAR PPL TMG can fly SLMG and TMG 
aircraft. "Differences training" may be 
requi red, depending on the complexity of 
the type flown, eg, variable pi tch propeller, 
retractable undercarriage, and so on. 

Tug aircraft 
Holders of the old UK PPL (A), the NPPL 
or the JAR PPL can fly as tug pilots at clubs 
provided they hold the relevant class 
ratings, such as SSEA, SEP, SMLG, H v\G, 
and so on. 

The BGA is very much engaged in the 
ongoing development of the NPPL and 
provides guidance Js well as instruct ing and 
exJmining resources for the NPPL (SLMG) 
via member clubs. Anyone considering an 
NPPL should refer to the important cross­
crediting document on the NPPL website at 
www. nppl.uk. com by clicking on Licence 
Allowances. This provides ful l details of the 
many and varied licence allowances wh ich 
ensure that pilots of different persuasions are 
trained appropriately but do not waste 
valuable cash and time repeating existing 
experience. The most comprehensive and 

Glossary of terms 
BGA Bntlsh Gliding As oclation 

MGIR - BGA Molar Glider Instructor Rating 

C at A Cemhcate ol Ati\'IOrthtness 

CAA - Civil Aviation Authority (UK) 

DIT - Department for Transport (UK) 

EASA - European Aviation Safety Agency 

FAOs Frequently Asked Questtons 

ICAO - International Civil Aviation Organisation 

JAR ·- J01n1 Avlat,on ROX!Uirements 

NOT AM - Notice(s) To Airmen 

NPPL - Nallol"\81 Pnvate Ptlol's Ltcence 

PPL - Private Pilot's Licence 

SEP - Stngle Engine Ptston 

SLMG - Self Launching Molar Glider 

SSEA - Stmple S1nyte Engme aeroplat~es 

TMG - Touring Motor Glider 

user-friendly source of advice rega rding 
powered ai rcraft flying l icences is the CAA 
publicJtion LASORs, which is updated 
annually and available as ei ther a CAA 
website download (search for LASORs 
on www.caa.co.uk) or for purchase in 
hard copy. 

Medical requirements 
Medica l requirements for glider pilots 
remain unchanged. as described in BCA 
Laws & Rules. However, the BGA has 
sign ificant concerns that the proposed 
GP-endorsed medical for future European 
licences, backed by the UK, is bei ng 
transformed into a disproportionately 
complex Jnd expensive requirement 
by European rulemaking process. 

Flying outside the UK 
Unless a pilot holds a licence that is 
automatica lly val id in the country he or she 
is visiting, for exnmple J JAR licence, there 
is a need to seek further approval as well as 
to demonstrate the requi red medical 
standard. The NPPL (SLMGJ is a sub-ICAO 
licence outside JAR and therefore to fl y an 
SLMG outside the UK the pilot needs to 
demonstrate ICAO compliance. The BGA 
advises how this can be achieved on 
www.gliding.co. uk from its Pilot Licensing 
page under FAQs. Other advice re lati ng to 
fly ing gliders outside the UK is Jvailable 
from its Pilot Licensing page under Links 
and Downloads. 

Instructing 
Teaching people how to fl y is an extremely 
rewarding activ ity. Having developed the 
requ ired gliding experience, fu ll details 
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Working with the 
new regulations 
THE short description in this article 
relates only to the current situation. 
Change to licensing, airworthiness, 
operations and airspace management will 
be introduced by EASA over the coming 
years and for many reasons much of this 
will be difficult to deal with. 

The CAA, now responsible for the new 
task of interpreting and applying EASA 
regulation to all aviation •in the UK, is also 
facing change. 

lt would of course be tragic if EASA and 
CAA efforts resulted in loss of rights, 
reduced access to the sport and broke up 
existing safety systems that have taken 
decades to develop. lt's not in anyone's 
interests to allow that to occur. 

With that in mind, the BGA continues to 
work hard at all levels and in particular 
with CAA policymakers in the UK to 
ensure that future rules affecting gliding 
are as appropriate and proportionate as 
they can be. 

Above: attaching the rope to get airborne. All glider 

pilots can benefit from hooking on to the resources 

described in this article, including www.gliding.co.uk 

(Photograph: Geoff Davies) 

of how an experienced glider pi lot can train 
initially within thei r own club and then 
omplete a BGA gliding instructor's course 

can be found at www.gfiding.co.uk by 
clicking on Instructors and then on FAQs 
along the top menu. Experienced gliding 
instructors can add further BGA instructor 
qualifications, for example 'aerobatic' or 
'motor glider', by completing the required 
experience and tests- again, all the 
information is on the BGA website. 
lt is worth expanding on the two distinctly 
different motor glider instructor ratings: 

1. The first, the BGA Motor Glider Instructor 
Rating, is designed to ensure that gliding 
instructors who hold an SLMC PPL can 
teach gliding exercises in a motor glider. 
The BGA MGIR is broken down into stages 
that enable gliding instructors to build 
appropriate experience, starting with upper 
air work and leading to teaching advanced 
gliding exercises, including field approaches. 

2. The second and entirely separate SLMG 
instructor rating is the CAA SLMG Flying 
Instructor Rating. The BGA trains existing 
full-rated gliding instructors, w ho are 
experienced SLMG pilots, via a bespoke 
SLMG flying instructor course. Following 
successfu l testing by a CAA Flying Instructor 
Examiner, the CAA SLMG Flying Instructor 
Rating is issued by the CAA and the holder 
is qualified to teach for the NPPL SLMG. 
Full details are available within LASORs and 
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on the BGA website - from the Information 
for Members page click on Instructors and 
then Motor Gliding. 

Airworthiness 
Under European law, the CAA is requ ired 
to take over responsibility for glider 
airworthiness, which has under the BGA 
demonstrated a better level of airworthi ness 
safety than that experienced in UK General 
Aviation. The BGA will continue to manage 
the airworthiness of gl iders under CAA. 
All gliders are currently required to fl y with 
either a BGA C of A or, when transi tioned, 
an EASA C of A. All glider owners must 
apply for trans ition before September 30, 
2008. Due to a bureaucratic issue, at the 
time of writing (April 2008) the CAA is 
unable to issue EASA Cs of A to EASA glider 
types that are transitioning. However, the 
BGA, the OfT and the CAA have agreed 
appropriate contingency measures so that 
if glider owners who have applied for 
transition have not received an EASA C of A 
by the end of September 2008, their gliders 
can continue to operate lega l ly. 

Non-EASA gliders cont inue to operate 
on BGA C of A exactly as before. Tugs and 
motor gliders continue essentially as before. 
Full details are on the BGA website from 
links on the Airworthiness pages. 

Maintenance 
All UK glider owners are responsible for 
ensuring the proper maintenance of their 

ai rcraft, that is, presenting airframes for 
appropriate maintenance at the appropriate 
time and to appropriate standards. Although 
the maintenance rules will change in the 
near future for all aircraft (due to EASA and 
the CAA again), BGA owners and inspectors 
should meanwhile carry on as before, tak ing 
into consideration the existing points that: 
(a) after transition to EASA C of A (and whi lst 
waiting for the EASA C of A to be issued) 
EASA gliders should not be modified in any 
way without appropriate design approval 
and (b) that glider records must be 
maintained to an appropriate standard. 
If in doubt, seek advice from the BGA 
website. If that does not provide an answer, 
please refer to a BGA inspector, a BGA 
Regional Technical Officer or the BGA Chief 
Technical Officer. 

Operating temporarily outside the UK 
Gliders, motor gliders and tugs are not 
normally subject to additional airworthiness 
requirements outside the UK. 

Finally 
Whatever the existing regime, however, 
responsibility for ensuring that your licences, 
ratings, medical and aircraft C of A are va lid 
always remains with you the individual. 
But please remember that you are not alone. 
If you cannot find the information you need, 
and provided it isn't left to the last minute, 
the BGA can find someone who can \ . 
help to get you flying. ~ 
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The Premier Motor Gliding School 
Courses or by the hour for NPPL 
SLMG & TMG PPL. 
Bronze C Cross Country & Field 
Landing Checks. 
Convert your BGA Licence to an 
NPPL SLMG. 
RT Examination Centre. 

www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk 
telephone 01608 677208 

Bidford Gliding Club 
Web: v, t u 

Email: fftc b1dlordglidlng.co u 
Tel: 01789 772606 

•· 
Bidford Airfield, Bidf,>rd on Avnn, 'arks. B50 41'l J 

./ Ab-initio NPPL SLMG courses 

./ SLMG t o SSEA (Tug) conversion courses 

./ CAA NPPL ground exams 

./ Glider Pilot Licence conversion to NPPL 
SLMG 

./ Bronze and X-Country Endorsement checks 

./ Glider X-Count ry Navigation courses 

./ On sit e bar, cafe . camping 
and caravanning 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Bungeying 
with flying 
Dutchmen 
A group of pilots from The Netherlands visits the 
Shropshire Hills each year for a fix of old-fashioned 
slope-soaring fun. Midland GC's Helen Johnson 
describes how she took advantage of their presence 
for her own initiation into the fine art of bungeying 

WHEN you hear that the Dutch are coming to the Mynd, th e first 
thing that comes to mind is: "Bungey". They have been visiting 
us since 2000, enjoying the club's hospitality, the delicious 

Shropshire beer and of course the bungey, J form of launch now virtually 
exclusive, in the UK, to Midland GC. 

The Dutch (specifically, 18 members of three Dutch clubs) are such are 
wonderful bunch of people Jnd they reJIIy do relish our hilltop site; for 
this reason I decided to take the week off to enjoy their compJny, help in 
the kitchen Jnd with a bit of luck have my own first bungey launch. Last 
year, they had really bad luck with horrendous strong easterlies and rain. 
They did hardly any flying, never mind bungeying. 

The exped got off to a good start, or at least that 's what I thought unti I 
I read Gus's Babelfish translation of his diary of their trip: "The travel on 
Saturday started a travel of 7 00 meter with fur frank his car outside Lange 
veld. Then said that: do the rest himself but. Car dragged to the field and 
}an with gezwinde emergency to head to village to pick up its Picasso." 

I guess this means Frank's car broke down - but they still arrived in time 
for their evening meal. lt was great to see them aga in and exchange 
flying stories for the past year. This year they brought along a K-7, K-21 , 
two LS4s and a Skylark 2. 

Sunduy was a non-bungey clay but thermic. All the Dutch flew, and 
Ronald V in the Skylark had the longest flight of two-and-a-half hours. 
Weather not up to much on Monday morning although we did fly in the 
afternoon. Thermals were a bit tri cky but I had great fun in the K-8, 
out-thermal ling Ronald V in th e K-7. There was, however, excitement on 
the airfield: talk was in the air about tomorrow being a bungey day. lrene ~ 
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MY FIRST BUNGEY 
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Pilot releases bungey just before 0 
passing bungey crew, then turns 
to follow contours and use hill lift 

Above: K-7 PH-271 at the Mynd- Richard Leenheer 

in the front seat and Johan van't Hot in the back 

Left: He/en Johnson (centre) walks back to the bungey 

meadow after a launch with two other rope-pullers, 

MGCs Adam Walker (left) and Dutchman Henk Klein 

Below: how bungey launching works (Steve Long/and) 

Opposite top: He/en about to embark on her first solo 

bungey, with Dutchman Frank Romeijn on the K-Bs tail. 

He/en so/oed five years ago ("after a long hauf'J, has 

Silver duration and has just finished Bronze. The next 

challenge is the cross-country nav-ex ... My thanks to 

Dave Crowson for all his help and Paul van der Zwan 

for letting us use his photos ... she says 

Glider hooked on 

• I Bungey crew. At least throe each $fde J 

' t ~ 
t 

was wondering how ea rl y we could open the 
kitchen for breakfast. Resident instructor JS 
Uohn Stuart) gave a bungey briefing thdt 
even ing tu speed matters up the next day. 
There was no linge ring in th ·bar or playing 
on the Wii. A 06.00hrs start was arranged. 

TuesdJy dawned, I'm told, with lrene 
waking everyone up courtesy of the fire bell. 
Westerl y 40kts (or "buttons" if using the 
Babelfish translation). I woke Jt 06.1 5 after 
hea rin g the ,\1\T shed doors open Jnd I was in 
the kitchen by 06.30. All the Dutch were 
rigging by 06.15. Instructors Dave Crowson 
and JS ca me in for a quick cuppa before 
unpacking the hwngJr Jnd heading out to the 
bungey meadow. First l,1u nch was in the 
Mynd's JGJ, with Dave ,1nd Ronald V at 7.15. 
JS was running operations and there were 
five IJunches in 23 minutes. it was surrea l 
seeing all this activity on the ridge so ea rl y in 
the morning. Club members who live in the 
valley were J little con used when they saw 
the gliders in the air at 07.30 - one thought 
at first that it must be the modellers flying 
large-sca le airc raft. The foreca st was for the 
wind to decrease but instead it increased, 
gusting 70kt at one point. The las t bungey of 
the morning took place at 11.15. 

I was a little despondent, thinking thJt 
I had mi ssed ou t. Drove Dave mad all 
afternoon ask ing whether the wind would 
drop. So keen to have a go. Luckil y it did 
drop to around 40kts at 1 8.30. M<Jybe I'd get 
a ch<Jnce now. I helped launch the gliders: 
it's quite fun pulling the rope then watching 
the gliders leap gracefully into the air. Dusk 
seemed to be looming; maybe I wouldn't get 
a chance. Sudden!)'- my turn. Everything is 
a bit of a rush. Dave tells me I am doing the 
launch, then up and away. Cou ld not believe 
that I had just clone it. Dawn-to-dusk bungey 
at the Mynd on April I - whnt a coo l April 
Fools' Day! I so enjoyed the bungey, would 
reall y like to do it so lo. At supper I broached 
the sub ject with Dave. He seemed to think 
I should manage a so lo in the K-8. Very 
excited now. Want a bungey day tomorrow. 

WeclnesdJy morning the wea ther looked 
pretty horrible. Maybe this would be a non­
flying day. The Dutch seemed pretty satisfied 
with the fl y ing they'd had so far and most of 
them went off site. Around 16.00 it began 
brightening up with a 'I Ski westerly and the 
prospect of more bungeying. Time for the 
wooden gliders to have an airing. The Dutch 
were very pleased to see the T-21 come out 
of the hanger. They had been eying it up for 
,1 few days. I really wanted to so lo the K-8 
but was also keen for the Dutch to have a go 
in the T-21. Dave said he was happy to for 
me to solo in the K-8 but I felt I wJnted a 
check flight. A bit of of a snag here, because 
Dave wJs fl ying the Dutch in the T-21. Time 
was getting on and I could see dusk looming 
aga in . Thinking it is not going to happen, 
suddenly I'm in the K-13. Stick forward, 
brakes out, bungey attached, watching the 
tension in that rope, brakes away, centrali se 
sti ck, up and away. After land in >, Dave said 
he was happy for me to solo. I wanted to do 
it but kind of did nut want to do it as I was 
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very nervous - but then I thought I might not 
get a chance for ages . The launch was a li ttle 
unt idy but I sorted it out. One thing that 
slightly unnerved me was suddenly notic ing 
the only th ing on the altimeter was a big fJt 
zero <md the maker's name! Although I wa s 
nervous it was rea lly exhiiJrating; I rea lly 
wanted to do J better launch. Surely we 
cannot have another bungey clay thi s week? 

Thursday was only just a bungey day, w ith 
11 kts w sterl y. The Dutch did two launches 
first th ing, one in th e Skylark and one in th e 
K-8 , but vv inched to the north therea fter. 
Weak therrnals to start but quite good lift 
later - several hour- long flights. 

Friday looked as if it w.Js not go ing to be a 
good clay. Rain ing, although it was westerl y. 
The Dutch went off treasure hunting. Then at 
lunchtime it bega n to improve. The Dutch 
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being towed up to the bungey launchpoint. reappeared from nowhere. The w ind was 
18kts. Okay for wood. Saturday. Rea ll y nice 
and ca lm. Good day for K-7, T-2 'I and K-8. 
The Out ·h were all desperate to have a go in 
the T-21 . I was also desperJte to do Jnother 
so lo in the K-8 . The Dutch also wanted to fl y 
the K-8. How am I going to do thi s? OK, for 
once in your l ife, Helen, be pushy. So I 
made my intenti ons known . lt was rather 
funny: anoth er Mynd member came to fl y 
the K-8 and th e Dutch said he couldn 't have 
it - I was going to do another so lo in it. 

lt is around 16.30 and sti ll sunny. Aga in, 
stick on the front stop, brakes out, wa il for 
the rope to go tight, brakes away, centrali se 
stick . This time, it was tidy. I let out o 
"Yippeel" as I as I turned !<> soar along the 
ridge. (The bungey pullers heard thi s.) I had 
a wonderful 25 -minute flight. Not b<lCI for a 
gal who used to be "windy" below the ridge. 

A big party rounded off th e week, w ith 
live musi c, lots of beer and dancing. There 
was plenty to ce lebrate: the Dutch had had 
one of thei r hest yea rs yet, w ith 57 bungey 
launches - includ ing at least one for every 
exped ition member - ;:mcl I had clone my 
first bungey solo. And we may have a new 
club member. Tony Skeggs (prov ider of the 

Did th e check flight in the T-2·1. That was 
awesome. I am a syndi cate member of the 
T-2 1 bu t have never reJ II y flown it. Rather 
like taking in the vi ew whil e drinking gin 
and tonic. (No, not rea lly!) Gosh, it does 
bungey well and I so enjoyed flying it. O ut 
of the T-21 and into the K-8. Now I Jm 

live music) enjoyed the party so much \. . 
he now wants to lea rn to fl y. ~ 

Unforgettable and addictive fun 
" I served my bungey apprenticeship," writes the Arm-Chair Pilot Anthony 

Edwards, " in the spring of 1954 as crew to a small Cambridge expedition 

to Wales. Just David Clayton (later to build winches) and Pip Gaskell (later 

Librarian of Trinity College, Cambridge) and an Olympia, with two crew and 

a Jeep. We launched the Oly out of Bill Crease's chicken run at the Clwyd 

Gate Hotel. Unforgettable fun . On a day with no west wind we took the Oly 

to Black Rock sands and autotowed. From 1956 I flew as a pilot in the 

camps that Cambridge University GC held at the Long Mynd three t imes a 

year, and on April17, 19571 had my fi rst solo bungey launch there after an 

introductory one in the CUGC T-21 , Bluebell. More followed in September, 

and in March 1958 - 50 years ago - four of us took the CUGC Skylark 11 on 

the first Cambridge expedit ion to the Lake District , auto-bungeying it into 

a south-easterly from Priest's Crag above Ullswater. Next came two Clwyd 

camps with our home-buil t Swallow, Penguin. Ann (aged 15 months) and 

Thomas (minus four months) crewed on the first. Since then I have been 

launched- or have launched others - from all manner of sites from Dorset 

to north-east Scotland. Penguin died an unnatural death in Kenya, and 

I bought my present Swallow (p ictured left - Anthony bungeying at the 

Mynd with the 2008 Dutch expedition) in 1988. Years of roaring around East 

Anglia in plast ic gliders has not cured me of bungey addiction. Strongly 

recommended as an antidote to all that Arm-Chair Pilot racing stuff." 

37 



ME AND MY GLI DER 

First impressions of a new toy 
Frank Jeynes from Bidford 
ordered his new ASG29e 
back in 2005 and flew it for the 
first time in March this year. 
What does he think of it? 

MY FIRST impressions were- what a 
stunning looking glider- the wings 
look longer than their 18 metres 

- cJn such il nilrrow wing produce the lift 
to compete- what a smil ll tailplane and 
rudder - and what a comfortable cockpit. 
But, of course, the main question was: 
cJn it perform? I hJd to wait more than three 
years to find out for myself, ilnd in the 
meantime it had been winning all sorts of 
competi tions. 

I first ordered my ASG29E on February 17, 
2005 and took d >livery in the first week in 
November 2007 - just in time for it to go 
into hibernation. If I wanted to take it to a 
wave site I couldn't- the E version was not 
certified by EASA (that happened on 
February 20, 2008). This meant it cou ld not 
be issued with an Export Certificate of 
Airworthiness (Issued on March 5, 2008) and 
so in turn the BGA cou ld not issue its own 
C of A. But I have to say that the BGA were 
marvellous - they had all the paperwork 
on March 7 and delivered my C of A to me 
Jl their AGM on the 8th- probably the first 
for a Golf-registered (G-SASG) ASG29E 
- and with J competition numb r I was 
lucky to get - 29E. 

So, after all that time, I was able to go to 
fly it. lt was, however, a weekend with a 
forecast for the worst weather of the winter. 
But there was a window of opportunity 
the day after I got the C of A, on Sunday, 
March 9. Opening the trailer to rig, I was 
surprised to find that the undercarriage had 
lowered itself. I remember a comment 
once made by Rodney Witter, that there 
is a considerable load being exerted on 
a glider's retracted gear whilst towing. 

Rigging with the help of three club 
members WilS relatively straightforward. 
The main pins through wing alignment were 
a bit awkwJrd to get in, as was the fuel tank, 
which sits on top of the batteries. One of the 
important checks is to make sure that the 
two fuel lines have then been connected. 

Climbing into the cockpit was very 
easy but what was remarkable was the 
comfortable ergonomics. 1t was like sitting in 
a restful armchair, with all controls and 
switches within easy reach. Everything 
seemed to wrap itself around you. lt even 
has an adjustable headrest. 

Starting the take-off in flap position 2 gave 
excellent lateral control with no inclination 
to drop a wing. There was, however, a 
noticeable change in attitude when gradually 
changing the flaps as speed increased to 
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position 5 for the rest of the tow. When off 
tow my first impression was how wonderfully 
quiet it is: no rushing sounds from air vents. 

My second impression was how well it 
climbs. I was concerned about the high 
aspect ratio and had been in contact with 
the designer Michael Greiner during 2005 . 

'In all I did about 120km 
without thermalling and 

without water on board. I know 
it was a good day but even so 
I think that speaks for itself' 

He assured me that it does work but that it is 
not the only thing that influences climb rate 
- others such as the shape of the cl-alpha 
polar of the aerofoil, wing loading, flap 
ai leron system and the reduced drag (high 
cl) of a high-e1spect ratio wing whilst circl ing 
all contribute climb perform<Jnce. 

I found the flap system remarkably easy 
to use. Take a look at the picture (below): 

pos itions 1, 2 and 3 are for speed, 4 for best 
UD, 5 and 6 for soaring, and 6 for landing 
- all clearly separated, marked and user 
friend ly. 

Another favourable impr ssion is that of 
the roll ra te- it rea ll y is very quick for an 
18-metre gl ider, though I did find that it 
seemed to need more rudder to go into a 
bJI<lllced turn. 

As for safety, my feel ing was that you 
would rea ll y have to provoke it by doing 
something stupid. In bringing it back to sta ll 
speed in various flap positions it just wants 
to wa llow, is not inclined to drop a wing 
and gives you lots of warnings. 

Then came the turbo test. Again it is so 
easy to use- just the one lever ra ises the 
prop/engine, removes th prop stop, 
decompresses and switches on the ignition. 
The on ly extra swi tch is to turn the fue l on. 

I did all of that, hut no engine start. 
After checking everything, including 

speeds, putt ing the engine Jway, bringing it 
back up, it st ill refus d to start! I had had a 
simiiJr problem once before w ith a new 
gl icler, which turned out to be a faulty coil. 
So after my fi rst 20 minutes I landed back at 
Bidford to check out the engine. Everything 
looked fine except that there was no smel l 
of fuel from the exhaust. Pressing a small 
diaphragm in the carburettor, I saw little 
air bubb les move up the fuel line. 

Launching again, the engine started fi rst 
time, so perhaps a caut ionary experience. 
Overall, the most disappointing impression 
for me was that of a poor cl imb rate w ith the 
engine running- di fficult to he speci fic in 
an unstable atmosphere, but about 150 feet 
per minute. 

Time now to look at its cross-country 
performance. Starting at about 3,000ft I set 
off from Bidford to the Malverns and arrived 
there at 3,200ft in a headwind of 18kt, 
without turning once. Pressed on south west 
to Led bury <J nci then ·1 0 miles further west 
and could h<Jve made it to Hereford. Did a 
1 HOO turn back over the Malverns, south of 
Bidford to 10 miles to the east, another '180° 
turn back to Bidford, arriv ing at 3,000ft - in 
all about 120km without thermalling and no 
wJter on board. I know it was a good day 
but even so I think that speaks for itsel f. 

FinJI approach control was again so easy 
w ith the three-hladed airbrakes in ilap 
position 6 w ith landing flap still availilhle. 

UK agent Pete Wells said the ASG 29 is in 
a class of its own- my first impressions are 
that he is entirely right - but the E version 
has such a poor climb rate when motoring. 
That aside my first impress ions are that it 
was well worth waiting for and it mJkes it 
a reall y excit ing season to look forwa rd to 
-it's the best 18-metre I have flown. lt w ill 
be interesting to see how it performs w ith 
the 'I S-metre tips, especiall y wi th the \ . 
redu ed handicap. ~ 
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EAGUE SCHOLARSH 

And this year's winners are ... 
Name Scholarship 

Matt Winwood Crass-Counlly 
Rebecca Waru Cross·Counlry 
Grant LlnkiEiler Aerobalic 
Scott Pendry SLMG -Shrs 
RaphaeiAu SLMG- 12hrs 
Jolten Chow SLMG - 12hrs 

Luke Dale Aerobatic 
Samuel Hubbard SLMG 121us 
Richard Wtlllamson Aerobalic 
David Bray Aerabaltc 
Slephen Green Cross-Country 
Hannah Best Aerobatic 
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Airfield 

BtCE!$ter 
Blcester 
Booker 
B1cester 
La sham 
Bicester 
Lash am 
Booker 
Lash am 
Backer 
Lash am 
Midland 

Booker CFI Andy Perkins, who joined the BGA 
Executive Committee at this year's AGM and is also 
very active in The Air League, looks at the latest 
round of its successful scholarship awards and 
updates us on what else The Air League is doing 

NOW IN their third year of operation, 
The Air League Gliding Scholarships 
are going from strength to strength. 

In 200fl, I 0 gliding scholarships plus one 
special award of a whol e w eek cross-country 
in an ASH 25* have been awarded . 

The gliding scholarships have evolved over 
the past year and offer fantastic opportunities 
to young people looking to adva nce their 
<lbilities within gliding and aviation in every 
speci<1lity from fast jets to helicopters. 

Eligibility remains straightforw;Hd with 
requirements focused on young British glider 
pilots from BGA c lubs or Air Cadets that are 
in current pr,lCtice. For those sti 11 unsure 
exactly what is on offer here's a brief 
description Jnd there is more informat ion 
avaiiJble at www.airleague.co.uk: 

Aerobatic- An <1ward focused on 2-3 days 
of learning the skills and discipline involved 
in ,1erobatic gliding. Whether you want to 
learn hmv to fly inverted, do the perfect loop 
or barrel roll unlil your stomach doesn't 
know which way is up, the skills gained 
are essential in developing accurate flying 
;md managing energy. The aforement ioned 
handling attributes are "highly beneficial" 

according to the leading flight training 
schools in the UK. 

Cross Country - /\n award typic,1lly taken 
,1s a week-long course, designed to enable 
the sc:hol 3r to fly faster and further than they 
have before. The BGA illready caters for 
experienced Juniors pilots with aspirations of 
flying in the British Team, through the team 
training camps (currently held in Spain every 
year). The aim is to bridge the gap, build self 
reliance skills and with ideJIIy at least one 
flight in a two-sea ter spending time gliding, 
gliding, gliding to push your talents to the 
next level. 

SLMG- An aw~1rd that's ideJ I for those with 
previous gliding experience, wh are ready 
to 111<1ke th e move into ;1 ca reer in aviation. 
NPPL SLMC flight training of either S or 12 
hours is awJrded with the intention of 
working towards and hopefully attaining an 
NPPI_. Having gained a motorglider NPPL 
only a conversion course of several hours is 
required to gain a Single Engine Piston (SEP) 
r<1ting, allowing towing Jnd further exploits 
in powered aviation. This national rating is a 
brilliant development and provides an ideal 
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Photos, clockwise from left: 

Luke Dale. piclureo here at in wave near Mt Cook in 

New Zealand, is one of 2008's scholarship winners 

Above: the Twister was one of the powereo aircraft 

that j oined the fun at the Air League's 2007 flying day 

Right: Powered aircraft were also available on the day, 

held at Windrushers GC. for young people to enjoy 

Opposite below: Andy Perkins and P2 about to launch 
on the 2007 day. The 2008 event will be on August 30 

pathway and stepping stone into J fu ll career 
in aviation. 

See the tabl on the opposi te page to 
learn w ho the w inner> oi 2008 are and sec 
below w hat they hope to achieve. We wi 11 
hear more from them in S&C later this year. 

Other activity at The Air League 
There is current ly a huge focus on young 
and vibrJnt people in aviation (anyone from 
16 to 35-ish; it has to be that high to include 
me thes _days!). Ther are loL' of events 
being organised w ith behi nd-th -s ·enes 
visits providing amazing insights c~cross t·he 
aviation industry, from RAF establishments, 
to the O ld Flying Machine and Restoration 
company at Duxforcl, as well as our most 

prominent supporters, Marshal! Aerospace. 
Also in development is a careers point 

of reference websi te linking much of the 
information from different fl ying schools to 
help people find their way into an aviation 
career. With so many providers and routes 
into flying we hope this wi ll draw together 
the maze of iniormation for easier browsing. 
More detai ls at www.airleague.co.uk. 

The annual fl ying/gliding clay at Bicester 
w i ll be going ahead on August 30. This is set 
to be an awesome day oi gliding and power 
flying and an opportunity to find out more 
about flying careers with seminars from CTC 
aviation and Oxford Aviation training, with 
information also avai lable from Cabair and 
the RA F, to name but a few. Held on the 

Saturdily w ith the intention of a fu ll day of 
flying followed by a barbecue, beer in the 
bar and plenty of space to camp or crash out 
in the bunks! Plans are <1foot for gl ider 
flying, a mini comp for pi lots who are (or 
who feel) young, as well as some powered 
ai rcraft in attendance to show whJt is 
available for those wanting to me1 ke thP 
transition to power. More information w ill be 
published via the BGA emai l service for 
Junior pilots and via www.airleague.co.uk. 
You will also be able to sign up for J 2009 
Gliding Scholarship on the day! So it's well 
worth keeping the ela te fr e. 

• A particuldr thank you to Oi kie !'cakes for /lis 

r:cnC'rou.s spcciil l cross country award 

What are these young pilots hoping to achieve? 
Matt Winwood: "To enhance my understanding of gliding" 

Rebecca Ward: 'To increase my confidence and complete my Silver" 

Grant Unklater: "I have only flown powered gliders and would like to broaden my experience by flying aerobatics in a conventional one" 

Scott Pendry: "To undertake differences training so I can log flying as an Air Cadets instructor and show others the excitement of flying" 

Raphael Au: "To become a professional pilot and competition aerobatic pilot" 

Jolien Chow: "To stimulate and further my aspirations in contributing mathematical analysis for developing new-generation aeroplanes" 

LUke Dale: "I have always wanted to improve my flying ability and this is an excellent opportunity to allow me to achieve this" 

Samuel Hubbard: "To further my ability, to advance myself and my career interests" 

Richard Wllllamson: "To learn more advanced flying techniques to wor1< towards a career in civil aviation" 

Davld Bray: "To improve sk111s outside my normal boundaries and to show potential employers that I am a fast learner" 

Stephen Green: "To escape the circuit and learn how to fly cross country" 

Hannah Best: "Navy training meant I couldn't complete my scholarship last year and I can't wait to learn all about inverted fly ing" 

June - July 2008 4 1 

http:www.airleague.co.uk
http:www.airleague.co.uk


42 

FOR SALE­
PUCHAC% SZD-50·3 

This professionally maintained and low hours Puchacz (G-CHSC) is offered for sale and includes; 

• Cobra Trailer * 720 Ch Radio * Bargelt & Sage Varios 

* Panel mounted Garmin GPS * Parachutes * EASA C of A (in progress) 

Offers arou11d ~25,000 

For further details or viewing, conlod Pate Straiten on On49 908444 or email pele@gl!dlng.co.uk 

BEYOND THE CASUAL LIST 

In response to our article about 
Lasham's Winter Wednesdays, 
Don Puttock describes the mini­
course system his club is using 
to get beyond the casual list 

WE ARE all concerned about the 
reducing membership of gliding 
clubs. Worldwide the numbers of 

active pilots is reducing, and continues to 
reduce despite our efforts to attract new 
members. 

Focus groups have identified that people 
have become "cash rich and time poor". 
They believe that the gliding scene has 
changed over the years and that time for 
individuals has become far more valuable 
and cash less so. 

But is that really true? We all know that a 
multi-millionaire will resent wasting money; 
can we also say that people are beginning 
to resent wasting time? In the same way 
we might read ily spend money on some 
frivolous activity, might we also spend time 
in some activi ty with no apparent reward? 

So what is it that motivates people to take 
up gliding as a hobby, and how can we 
ensure we keep members motivated 
throughout their lives? Can we use this 
knowledge to help stem the steady outflow 
of members? 

Value for time 
lt is my experience that people will approach 
the investment of their time in a similar way 
to the investment of their money. We have 
time we must spend on domesti duties if we 
are to maintain our standard of living and a 
happy household, and disposable time, time 
we spend on personal gratification and 
personal development. Wasted time is highly 
subjective. To me it is time spent with no 
perceived benefit. The challenge for gliding 
clubs is to recognise the motivational 
attractions of gl iding club membership, and 
to tailor the offering accordingly. 

Attractions of club membership 
lt is my belief that individual attraction to a 
gliding club changes as the relationship 
develops over time. In itially we might be 
attracted by the idea of learning to fl y. 
However over time other factors become 
more important to us as we become more 
experienced (see figure l , opposite). 

In my experience people are not necessarily 
attracted to gliding because they have a 
burning desi re to learn to race against other 
pilots. That will come later. 

Inevi tably some personal benefi t is 
expected from joining a gliding club. 
Without th is benefit, a member will consider 
he has wasted his time. A benefit is often 
perceived if we feel we are more confident, 
or have learned something new. 

So in recogn ising the wider needs of the 
member, as well as teaching people to fly, 
does your club: 
l. Consider how it ensures pilots gain and 
mai ntain an appropriate level of confidence? 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Cash rich time poor 
Are you sure your members ieel secure in 
their own abi lities- do they fee l safe? 
The ab initio is always under the c;:Jre of a 
flying instructor, but what about post-sQio? 

2. Facilitate soci<J I activity that encourages 
members to make friends? lt is iriendships 
such as these that wi ll help discourage 
people from leaving th e c lub. 

3. Have some mechanism that pub li cly 
recognises each individual ach ievements and 
contributions? We all need to feel respected 
by our peers. 

4. Encourage the development oi new ideas 
w ithin the club, or support creative thinking? 
Or do we stifle n w idea ? 

The Bristol & Glos GC trial 
A recent survey among ea rl y cl ub members 
highlighted;] gerwra l concern about "rate 
of progress" tow, rds so lo with pupils 
comp lain ing that too much time was wasted 
hanging around . 

At th e same time, instructors have been 
finding it difficult to mcJnnge the work load 
on busy days . 

Further an,ll ysis highlighted that the 
quality of training was at risk because the 
instructor is reluctant to use vJ iuable flying 
time to undertake the longer briefings often 
required. Training seemed to on ly happen on 
fine-weather days, va luab le fl y ing time being 
lost on essential briefings. 

During a fine flying day, t·he flying li st gets 
longer as the clay progresses, often with the 
instructor frantica ll y trying to cram the last 
few flights in and the end of the day. 

Management of the flying list was also 
seen as an ar a of pot ntial frustration. 

The mini-course 
An experirn entJI system was introduced 
and proved to be an immediate success; the 
system is now being developed further. 

Pupils arc permitted to hook a training d<Jy 
based on one glider, one instructor and two 
pupi ls. Thi s team operates alongside the 
conventional flying list; any overflow from 
the conventional li st is not allowed to affect 
the course. 

The team meet up in the morning, unpack 
and prepare the aircraft, before coffee and a 
briefi ng. 

The two course members take it in turns to 
fly, normally three flights before swapping 
around. 

The course meets irrespect ive of weather; 
formal classroom briefin gs Jre undertaken 
when flying is not possible. 

At the end of th e clay, debri fing allows 
the team to review progress, and discuss ny 
points not fully understood. ,.. 
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Above: Instructor Don Puttock in the rear cockpit with P2 Adam Mann at Nympslield (Bernard Smyth) 

Below: Don's model of how a gliding student develops as a club member (Diagram enhanced by Steve Long/and) 

Development of a club member 

Less confident, 
needs reassurance 

Few friends, 
few ties 

Lower status 
within club 

More confident. 
understand risks 

More friendships, 
many ties 
to the club 

Higher status 

Status/ ego 

Ideas developed from Maslow. Hierarchy of Needs ( 1970) 
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BEYOND THE CASUAL LIST 

Review 
·ourses become full y booked almost 

immediately they <1 re announced. Pupil s 
who have also experienced the trJditional 
fl ying list ilpproJch arc pCJ rticularl y 
impressed w ith their progress. 

More concentrated fl ying seems to reduce 
the overall number of flights to solo. O n the 
hdsis that the first flight on any given clay is 
oft •n a relreshE•r, fewer reiresher flight; are 
requi red over,1ll. Six mini -course flights 
probably have the sJme rea l value ,15 seven 
traditional fl ying list flights. This in turn 
reduces thl' to tal training load on the club. 
Main tc~i n i ng <1 2:·1 pupil: instructo r ratio 

means members get to meet e8ch other, 
have an opportuni ty to relax and refle t 
between trJining sessions, lea rn from eilch 
other dnd join in the normal field activities. 
A I : I ratio will potcnliJIIy lose Jll these 
benefits. rrom the instructo r's perspective 
the experience is far mme satisfying because 
rea l progress is m,tc!E'. He also has more 
opportunity to unclerstanclthe pupils' 
capabiliti<::s, which wi ll hl'lp him in the 
post-solo phJse. From the club mJnJgemcnt 

.---- See You v 3.81 £92 

~ See You Mobile v 3.0 £149 

::3 
Probably the best PDA Navigation, 
Task Planning and Analysis software 

~ 
• Try it today -

Supplied on 3 COs with world wide 

Cl) topo and satellite mapping. Now with 

~ 
downloading for EW flight recorders. 
See You was used to score the 2006 
Standard, 15m and 18m Nationals, 
and most regional competitions 

~ 
UK Service Centre for the 
repair and upgrade of all 
Cambridge Instruments 

BGA and /GC Approved Calibration Centre 
for all types of GPS Flight Recorders 

£15 + £6 return post 

Dickie Feakes 
Bicester Aviation Services 

11 The Poplars, Launton, Bicester OX26 5DW 
01869 245948 or 07710 221131 

rJickle@bas.uk.net 
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perspective, utili satitJn of equ ipment and 
field is improved and Jb in it ios arc less 
frustrated. We w ill w,1it to see if m mber 
retention is improved. 

From the <J b init io perspective the day is 
more productive w ith less wasted time. 

Future development 
These ideas <c1re bei ng ro lled out into 
w ekend operJtions, and expanded to 
include post-solo intensive refreshers; 
prep<l rJlion for ~ ronze tests and more 
ndv<:lllced post solo handli ng exercises. 

Don fJutlock i> rC'sident 

in>lructor .l! the llristol 

& l; louno'l~rsh in.: G • 

"' NympsiiPid. His view 
oi the issues ~iiccti ng 

nwmlwrship motiv.1tion 

is iniorml'd hy till' model 

of hurncln rnut iv<~ tion 

Ul'vt:lupPd by 1\b , h.Jm 
MJslow 1.1 'JOIJ- 1970) 

GLIDER 
INSTRUMENTS 

(M. G. Hutchinson) 

PZL, Winter and Smiths Instruments 
repaired and overhauled. 

Contact us with your requirements. 

Write or phone: 

'Tanfield' 
Shobdon 

Nr. Leominster 
Herefordshire HR6 9LX 

Tel: 01568 708 368 

How they 
Bob Mcluckie, who flies now 
at The Gliding Centre, looks 
back at how Moonrakers used 
a course system to solve a very 
different problem 50 years ago 

IN TH E late 1950s, Moonrakers wJs a small 
but already successful c lub. There wa · 
,1 n , I most "captive" s urce oi members 

because lh Roy, I Air F rce trai ning b,tses 
st ill worked on Saturday mornings and had a 
Wednesday afternoon sports cl, y. This m nt 
tha t young trai nee airmen did n ll rush off 
honP on Friday evenings. 

I~AF Yale bury wa. a major player in 
Moonrakers' memb ' r ·hip, having around 
4,000 8i r lcctroni l r, i ne s. W ith little to do 
at weekends if not rugby or soccer players, 
many turned to gliding - after all they were in 
the Air Force. John W illiamson was an 
instructor at Yatcsbury and, as 1:1 ot the lub, 
his enthusiasm and strong leadership pu lled 
in would-be pilots by the scor . Therein I,. y 
the prob l rn . 

TI1 club, bcS d at RAF Upavon, was 
around 20 miles from Yatesbury and most 
prosp ctive glider pi lots were poorly paid 
- the era of National Servi • ! For those w ith­
out their own transport, and tha t was most, a 
three-ton truck was provided by th • authority 
fc r recreational use. 11 I ft Yatesbury around 
12.30hrs on vVednesdays and Sa turdays and 
08.00hrs on Sundays with some 40 souls 
on boJrd. Many students stJyed overnight at 
Upavon in J barrack room provided for vis it rs. 

You cJn i m<:~gine the problem of trying to 
fly every one wi th on ly two dual Jircraft - , 
T-2 ·1 and aT- 1. Thos 40-oclcl from Yatesbury 
and qui te a few more from other nearby units 
provided Jn ex ellent workforce but onlinuily 
of lrJini ng was a mere dream. 11 was taking 

~ PFT- HINTON 

The Motor Glider Club 
• NPPL Courses - SLMG & SSEA 

• Courses for Glider Pilot's -
from £980 

• RT Courses & Test Centre 

• Ground Study W/E Courses 

• Motor Glider Hire - £60ph 

• C150 Hire -from £99ph 

Hinton Airfield, Nr Banbury 
Less than 1 hour from London or Birmingham - via M40 

01295 8 12775 
www.motorgliderclub.co.uk 

E·mail: cliuestainer@tiscali.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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did it at Upavon in the 1950s 
months to reach solo standard and some 
trainees on short courses at Yatesbury lost 
out. Many went to other RAF clubs but 
gencrolly had to st<Ht ~gJ i n at the new site. 

t\ new training stra tegy w,15 required. 
"John Willic" c1nd the instructor te. m clec icl cl 
to concentril t ' on <.1 icw wh ilst hoping to 
keep the rest enthu d. To b gin w ith, six 
students wou ld be cho n to be the fir t 
"mini course '' . They would be guarante cl 
. ix launches at a ' sion with ' ontinuity ( 
instru tor. The woul I train on the T-21 ior 
three weeks then move on to th T-J 1 for 
final "polishino" before soloing in the Tutor. 

So, every thre w eeks, the T-21 bec:Jme 
ciVitii<:Jbl, for the next batch of six students. 
But how to choose tlw next des rv ing six! 
Listing ,111 the potential aviJtors in order of 
jo ining th , club was the iirst step. They 
were divided into groups of six but it was 
not an autornati sc• lect ion - e.a h had to 
e,trn hi- place. This w:Js achi vecl by a 
points system, w ere awarded on the basis of 
att endan e; the idea being that to score 
points, th<)Sf' not at or near th · top would 
have to come ,myway to support the i ly ing 
members. If at J ll poss ible, non-course 
memb rs would b rewarded with a 
minimum oi one fli ght each clay. They e1 lso 
earned three points for d iull Suncl, y, two 
ior a Saturday and Wedn day and one 
point for ,lltend ingTuesday evening club 
night at Yate.. bury. Ther·e to listen and lea rn 
irom "John Willi e's" hug luncl or e,~peri ­
ence. Thus the n xt course could be mod i­
iied by lower-plac d names gaining more 
points th:-111 the "joir ers" list names. 

The >ffect vvas amazing; noiJo ly missed <1 

Tuesd3y or a Wedne clay or il Saturday or 
Sunday. 1-1 nee th list bcc<un the order of 
joining one again. This was not a probl ' Ill 
be ause it m c nt lots of "slaves" were 
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avJilablc every flying clay. All the usual tasks 
of retrieving, winch driver training, tractor 
driving, signdlling and so on were well 
covered. In summer, retrieving, landed out 
"pundit" w<Js a lavourite with the non-course 
'roups. O f course there were a hundred <J ncl 
one jobs in the hangar: Dls, rigging and 
cl '-rigging, winch, tractor <lnd clllC ient Ca r 
mJintcnance. 'vVe learned a gre;J t de;JI about 
club gliding (there were no privdte owners). 
Listening and watching more experienced 
club members was a great source of 
information and learning. By l'IK' time it WdS 

your turn to be on the mini course, you 
were no longer a true ab initio. 

In gener~ I, it was a great success; continuity 

'The return from camp in an 
aerotowed T-21, flown by John 

Williamson, was a epic day' 

meant much more rapid progress and the 
enthusiasm wa. enormous. Our two winches 
had seen better day. so we were oft n 
r·-duced to one. Nev rtheless, on a good 
summer clay, we could a hieve one hundred 
lnunch on just one. it mean t tarting 
b fore breakfclSt - around 05.30 to 06.00 
-and flying so late that the last landing 
(usuall y a non- "Ourse member in the T- 1) 
would land in semi darkn s, using the light 
flooding out from the open hang<:tr doors to 
judge touchdown Jnc.l run out. The early 
start WilS achieved by the overnighters 
- instrLrctor. being drJgged from their beds 
by kt>en pupi Is. 

The system worked w ell but not for me! 
I was becoming frustrated wait ing for rny 
turn because I w;,s a late joiner, hilving 
arrived at Y<Jtesbury in early April. it was 
fascinJting just listening to everyon > bu t 
I w,1ntecl to be in the ockpit so I could tell 

my stories- a bit like fishermen's tales, 
I think. 

I eventua lly found a way to ircunwen t 
the system. Jefi, one of our instructors, 
brought his own packed lunch and did not 
need to de1sh o ff to breakfast or lunch. 
Another few guys similarly didn't bother 
with RAF food so we had a quorum: an 
instructor, cl win h driver, ,1 w ingtiiJ holder 
and signaller (wing waggling) and a student. 
I built up lots of launches in the T- 1 
- close to solo. Summe-r Camp at Edgehi l l 
intervened. I thought I wou ld not solo until 
aiter that two-week period but Dick Stratton, 
ztnother Moonrztkers stalwztrt, sent me solo 
in a Kite 2. (The Tutor wJs not at camp). 
A cable break at 300it but we all knew how 
to cope with that. 

The return from camp in an aerotowed 
T-2 I , flown by John Williamson, was an epic 
day in my gliding career. it Wcls a superb 
soaring day with clouclbasE' mor' than 
3,000ft. Tw nty mile. from Upavon, J hn 
re leased from the Ch ipmunk th n gc1ve me a 
lesson how to soar in thermals, <111 the way 
to Upavon. Not J bad lesson for a guy who 
had gone solo a f w days before. 

I was lucky; as a regular airman I was paid 
seven shil l ings and sixpenc per day (yes, 
37.5p). I had my own transport , OOcc 
Norton Dominator, which I used to f<JII off 
, hout once a month <1nd irighten myself silly 
with for the rest of the time. I spent 1 Op on. a 
gallon of petrol ,1/ld had three launches at 
Sp L'<lCh. Compare with tocl<ly's prices. 

The problem of too many pupils eventually 
went ,1w, )' w ith the <1dvent of the five-day 
week in Tra ining ommand. Th(;;' mass 
exodus oi young men on J Frid<1y oii to their 
homes or girliriends g<wc us different 
problems to overcome- how to keep \ . 
enough ior training. ~ 

THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 

'P~ 
For more than 70 years our members 
have been enjoying one of the best 

Ridge Soaring and Wave Sites i11 
S<otland 

Why not join us and see for yourself 

S<otland's Premier Training Site 
Training Courses for 2008 

To ensure that we con meet your requirements, advance 
booking for oircroh, dubhou.se accommodation, caravans 

and camping is essential 

Call us on 01592 840543 
The ScoHish Gliding Centre 

Portmook Airfield, Scotlandwell KY13 9JJ 
Web hHp://www.scoHishglidingcentre.co.uk 

email: office@scoHishglidingcentre.co.uk 
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MIDLAND GLIDING CLUB 
www.longmynd.com 

Enterpr ise style tasks for all ghder types and pilot ab1ltties . A fun. fnendly 

competitio week in some of the most beaut1ful soaring country of the UK. W inch, 
a.er otow and bungey launching 1nto thermal, ridge and wave . On-site catering, bar 

and accommodation. All welcome, entries now .nv1ted from vintage to glass. 
Contact the office for det;uls or see the web site_ 

MGC, Longmynd, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6 TA 01588 650106 

SWEDISH SOARING 

In among 
the lalkes 
or forests 
Jeremy Hamiii-Keays, a Briton 
resident in Sweden, extols the 
delights of flying from a friendly 
club set in beautiful scenery 

HAVING four kids doesn't leave a lot of 
time for hobbies, but after living in 
Sweden for mor than 12 years 

I suddenly remembered how much I liked 
fly ing. I had mov d to Sweden, and gave up 
flying when I mov d a year previously to 
Holland. Moving, getting married, kids- I 
guess it's J familiar tory. 

Anyway, one Saturday in September 2006 
saw me heading 1 OOkm up the motorwJy to 
Stockholm's Segelflygg Klubb. A phone ca ll 
w ith my brother, earlier in the week, about 
my adventures in K-8s, K-1 3s and K-7s had 
started me thinking aga in. Memories came 
flooding back and my foot pressed a little 
harder on the throttle. What a sight met me 
when I finally arrived at the Jirfie\d. Ten or 
so gliuers were parked in fron t of th hangar: 
go h, they were gorgeous. Gliders look 
amazing and the modern planes even more 
so; form meets function in a perfect package 
of beauty and, believe me, the grin on my 
face went from ear to ear. 

I dived out of the ca r and picked on a guy 
in a bright yellow vest, whom I presumed 
was in charge. I gave a quick rundown of my 
history c nd was passed on to Dan, the head 
instructor. My first flight was in J Bergfalke 
Ill. A bit like a K-13, w ith what must have 
been the earliest digital instrument in the 
form of the string on the front of the canopy. 
lt was either full out to the left, or full out 
to the right, but never in the centre. M y 
excitement was a little dampened, but Dan 
was unfazed and took me up in the club's 
hot ship, a DG-1 000. I was hooked aga in. 
After that, all my re-tra in ing was in K-21 s 
w ith the odd trip in the DG-1 000. 

The first thing that struck me when I was 
in the air was the scenery. The landscape in 
Sweden is awesome. There is a very little 
urban sprawl , with towns being well defined 
vv ith small hamlets scattered about. There is 
a lot of farm land w ith big fields for the more 
adventurous, if one of the local Jirfields 
cannot be reached. There is a lot of water, 
too, in the form of either big ponds or inland 
lakes, called viking, which reach to the 
Baltic in the east. Then there are the trees. 
Given the amount of fields it's nothi ng to 
worry Jbout, but there is lot of pine forest. 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Above and right : Flying from Stockholm Soaring Club (www.ssfk.seflndex_e.asp). 

"There is a la/ of farmland with big fields for the more adventurous,·· says Jeremy, 

·'and a la/ of water, too, in the form of either big ponds or inland lakes. called viking, 

which reach to the Baltic in the east. Then there are the /rees. 11 really is a beautiful 

and dramalic place la fly" 

I don't mean little pockets of trees clinging 
on to existence; I mean big stretches oi pine 
trees, which continue as far as the eye can 
see. lt really is a beautiful and dramatic 
place to fly. 

At the end of the day Dan told me I 
should get my paperwork ready. Now I love 
gl iding in Sweden, and one can be fairly 
relaxed about flying. As an example SSFK 
sits w ithin Stockholm Arlanda TMA, but 
within it are zones called Segelflygg sectors. 
These are areas opened up for gliders upon 
request either by phone call or from the Jir 
over radio. The attitude seems to be very 
much that everyone owns JirspJce and 
should be able to use it. About 20km to the 
west airspace is open and so cross-country 
flying isn't anywhere near as restricted 
by the pressures of commercial flying 
exp rienced elsewhere in Europe. 

However, back to the paperwork. Swedes 
do like to do thing properly. That means if 
you want to fly you will do it properly. Whilst 
foreign pilots can fly as visitors with very little 
hassle, just to get permission to fly as a 
student I had to have: (1) A medical; 
(2) A check by the police that you are not 
insane or a dangerous criminal; (3) A certifi­
cate from the tax office that you are who you 
say you are; (4) An application form including 
a hefty fee (halved two weeks after I applied). 
The advent of new European rules, of course, 
means that changes may be made in the 
future. 

Remember, this was just to be ,, student 
pilot. The flight medica l had to be done by 
a flight doctor, not a GP, but glider pilots 
have a light version (which was still the 
most complete medical I have ever had). 
Flying by the seat of your pants might be 
de rigueur for some pi lots, but I managed to 
avoid the section on the form labelled 
"Recta l am". 

Training in Sweden is also very well 
organised. There is a standard syllabus for all 
clubs, but tra ining does not stop at solo. 
it continues up to a fu ll international 
certificate and one instructor is appointed to 
mentor each student through the whole 
process. Flying as a student at SSFK is cheap, 
20 quid per flight regard less of how high the 
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(Pholos: Niclas Schopenhauer) 

aerotow was (max 1 ,200m) or how long the 
flight lasted. Some clays it's nice to just fly 
without looking at what lesson to complete 
today i}nd students are al lowed to progress 
at a pace they feel comfortable with. Theory 
is important, with weekly lessons being held 
pre-season from January to April. At SSFK 
this includes a visit to the wind tunnel to see 
flutter induced in a glider wing subject to 
high speeds. A radio certificate is also 
required to obtain a glider li cence (handy to 
open a segelflygg sector) and an 
International one in English is encouraged. 
That's lucky, because the radio alphabet in 
Swedish still baffles me (F for Filip). 

Having flown only at ridge sites off winches, 
the change to aerotows and thermal lift was 
a little intimidating. But Enkeiping is a great 
site to fly from. North of the field, small hills 
have been cleared of woods. Thermals 
generated on the flat field below stream off if 

'At the end of the season is a 
crayfish party, involving eating 
small pieces of shellfish and 
drinking large quantities of 

vodka. Don't expect to fly for 
at least 48 hours afterwards ' 

the wind is in the right direction. The warm 
rocks of the hills generate their own thermals 
as well, which are especially welcome in 
the long summer even ings and can ext nd 
the flying day by a couple of hours. A lake 
to the east has a standing thermal. lt ensured 
my five hours, and is great to get a start off 
the tow. Gravel pits to the south-west are 
also good thermal sources. I don't get away 
every time, but it is certainly different from 
the mad two minutes' search off a winch. 

The airfield is in the middle of nature, 
with farmiJnd all around. W had to stop 
flying for a while one day due to a fox 
looking for his lunch in the middle of the 
field, and deer are regularly seen on the 
outskirts. The best bit has to be the buzzards. 
There are loads of them and circling with 
one is wonderful. If you stay overnight in 
late autumn it gets rea lly dark, without the 
presence oi nearby town lights. The whole 

of the Milky Way shines like a road. Ta lking 
about staying over, again things gel done 
"properly". A big clubhouse and a barrack 
block with 50 beds, showers, sauna, 
w hing machines, two kitchens, internel 
access and J telly, means holiday courses 
and overnight guests are well catered for. 
Most weekends there is a grill, with the 
long warm Scanclinavian nights perfect for 
a/ fresco dining. I met a long-lost friend of 
mine at one of these. I introduced him to 
gliding when we both worked in Guildford; 
it really is a small world . The Midsummer 
party involves flying all day and dancing 
round a pole in the evening pretending to be 
a frog. Its sounds odd but is a lot of fun. 
At the end of the season there is a crayfish 
party, an odd Swedish pastime involving 
eating sma ll pieces oi shelliish and drinking 
large quantities of flavoured vodka. Don't 
expect to fly for at least 48 hours afterwards. 

There is only one big clownsicle about 
flying in Sweden. it's quite far north. That 
means the thermal season is short, roughly 
May to August. By the end of September the 
season is all but over, despite landing 
competitions and aerobatic courses. Wave 
flying off ice-covered lakes starts the season 
off in March, but involves a long drive north. 
May and June tend to deliver the best clays, 
although having tug pilots available every 
day means, ior those lucky enough to 
get the day off, the good days of summer 
don't go wasted. 

I can really recommend SSFK if you are 
looking for a summer carnp. The fleet is 
good with two Discus, a LS6, 2 K21 s, a Duo 
Discus turbo, a DG-1 000, and a K-8. There 
are internationally regarded pilots, such as 
Ake Petterson, flying at the club, who are 
often around to give advice about local con­
ditions to visitors. Accommodiltion is cheap 
at roughly £5 a night, while road communi­
cations are easy, with Stockholm Jbout 
70km down the motorway. Ca rs are avail­
able from local petrol stations for about £20 
a day plus mileage. The nearest town 
is Enki.iping, about 12km away, which can 
supply most needs. The people are great, 
English is widely spoken and you will \. • 
be warmly welcomed. ~ 
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Andreas Gliding Club 
Angus Gliding Club 
Banbury Gliding club (formerly Aquila) 
Bath Wilts & North Dorset Gliding Club 
Bidford Gliding Centre 
Black Mountains Gliding Club 
Booker Gliding Club 
Borders Gliding Club 
Bowland Forest Gliding Club 
Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
Buckminster Gliding Club 
Burn Gliding Club 
Cairngorm Gliding Club 
Cambridge Gliding Club 
Carlton Moor Gliding Club 
Channel Gliding Club 2002 
Connel Gliding Club 
Cornish Gliding Club 
Cotswold Gliding Club 
Dartmoor Gliding Society 
Darllon G.C. 
Deeside Gliding Club 
Denbigh Gliding Centre 
Derby & Lanes Gliding Club 
Devon & Somerset Gliding Club 
Dorset Gliding Club 
Dumfries & District Gliding Club 
East Sussex Gliding Club 
Eden Soaring 
Essex & Suffolk 
Essex Gliding Club 
Herefordshire Gliding Club 
Highland Gliding Club 
Imperial College Gliding Club 
Kent Gliding Club 
Lakes Gliding Club 
Lasham Gliding Society 
Lincolnshire Gliding Club 
London Gliding Club 
Mendip Gliding Club 
Midland Gliding Club 
Needwood Forest Gliding Club 
Nene Valley Gliding Club 
Norfolk Gliding Club 
North Devon Gliding Club 
North Wales Gliding Club 
Northumbria Gliding Club 

MEMBERSHIP 
Full Full 

Flying Flying 
Members Members Temporary 
(Adult) (Junior) Members 

13 2 12 
14 3 13 
55 1 96 
82 22 201 
74 7 341 
66 0 316 

158 14 881 
115 13 125 
11 3 11 376 
163 19 474 
103 6 268 
100 11 225 
36 0 56 

169 40 1279 
11 0 7 
20 4 227 
5 0 0 

10 0 5 
162 18 452 
50 5 127 
65 4 11 4 
66 10 301 
41 5 205 

118 6 606 
143 6 40 

41 3 185 
8 

94 12 537 
12 1 2 

106 15 440 
58 2 160 
25 0 137 
31 3 47 
11 6 58 

164 22 642 
38 0 42 

659 152 1240 
31 1 280 

261 27 1512 
67 16 150 

149 27 456 
46 7 240 
43 1 295 

103 28 308 
8 2 35 

21 4 30 
69 19 279 

Club Club Privately 
Two-seat Single-seat Owned 
Gliders Gliders Gliders 

1 0 4 
5 1 4 
3 2 18 
4 3 40 
3 3 24 
3 2 25 
5 6 75 
3 1 32 
3 4 31 
4 5 75 
2 1 40 
4 2 32 
2 0 8 
4 5 67 
1 1 0 
2 1 2 
2 0 2 
2 1 2 
4 5 60 
3 3 12 
4 2 18 
3 3 16 
4 2 11 
4 2 37 
4 2 35 
3 2 15 
1 1 4 
3 4 28 
0 0 2 
4 4 45 
4 2 18 
2 1 7 
1 1 15 

4 2 42 
2 1 12 

13 8 176 
2 2 4 
8 5 110 
2 4 12 
4 3 42 
3 2 7 
2 2 21 
3 3 26 
2 1 8 
3 2 3 
3 1 10 

FLEET FLYING NEW PILOTS 

Clu.b Privately Club Privately Number Total ''A" Bronze Cross-

Owned Owned Owned Owned Total of Hours Badge Badge Country 

Tugs Tl!gS SLMG SLMG Launches Aerotows Flown Endorsement 

0 1 0 0 332 78 59 1 1 0 
0 0 0 0 621 0 86 1 0 0 
2 0 0 0 936 891 349 1 0 0 
1 0 0 1 3299 620 1566 5 2 2 
2 0 1 1 1753 1643 1900 4 1 0 
1 0 0 1 2336 2336 2870 4 4 2 
4 1 1 2 5746 5746 8000 6 7 9 
3 0 1 0 2288 21 18 1979 2 1 2 
0 0 0 0 3361 0 1326 4 3 3 
2 0 0 3 6362 1851 4457 16 7 7 
1 1 2 3 3491 2068 2069 0 3 0 
1 0 1 0 4420 1105 1803 5 5 6 
1 0 0 0 693 641 769 0 0 0 
2 0 1 0 8918 2010 4000 7 11 9 
0 0 0 0 297 0 45 0 0 0 
0 0 0 1 994 0 182 0 2 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 219 0 0 0 
0 2 0 2 196 0 47 0 0 0 
0 1 0 2 6999 280 3724 4 3 0 
0 0 0 0 3052 0 582 0 1 2 
0 0 0 0 2477 0 779 6 0 0 
2 1 0 2 2593 2593 3001 3 0 3 
0 0 0 1 2236 211 918 8 1 1 
0 0 0 2 4478 0 1956 4 1 2 
1 0 0 2 6161 414 2197 1 1 3 
1 0 0 1 1881 600 665 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 186 0 61 1 0 0 
1 0 1 2 3305 971 1270 7 2 1 
0 0 0 0 53 0 80 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 4935 37 2212 1 5 1 
1 0 0 0 2246 663 640 0 2 1 
1 0 0 1 616 616 492 0 0 0 
0 0 0 1040 520 386 2 1 1 

1 1 0 3 5723 1936 2184 0 3 2 
1 0 0 1 515 507 262 0 1 1 
5 2 1 0 22000 8577 7600 28 9 8 
0 0 0 0 1938 0 252 9 1 0 
5 0 1 2 15500 8000 6782 1 16 14 
0 0 0 1 2073 146 582 8 0 1 
1 0 0 1 8281 534 3360 1 7 4 
0 0 0 0 2440 0 608 2 1 1 
0 0 0 1 2639 7 823 0 0 0 
2 0 1 2 3548 1727 1586 0 2 2 
1 1 1 0 200 200 0 1 0 0 
0 0 0 0 1040 0 194 3 0 0 
1 0 0 1 1672 561 403 4 1 1 
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Oxford Gliding Club 87 8 315 4 4 25 0 0 0 0 3454 18 1134 0 2 4 
Oxfordshire Sportsflying Club 61 2 32 0 0 0 0 1 3 5 0 0 1500 1 0 0 
Peterborough & Spalding Gliding Club 51 4 177 2 0 16 2 0 0 1 1270 1270 990 0 1 1 
Rattlesden Gliding Club 72 7 122 3 2 17 0 1 0 2 2512 578 1078 0 1 1 
Sackville Vintage Gliding Club 11 0 4 1 2 8 1 0 1 0 360 150 120 18 0 0 
Scottish Gliding Union 268 10 565 3 4 69 1 0 0 4 10625 1121 6211 1 18 15 
Shalbourne Soaring Society 60 7 375 3 2 20 0 0 0 0 3085 0 957 2 0 1 
Shenington Gliding Club 112 3 242 4 4 20 0 1 1 3 4737 406 1624 0 2 3 
Shropshire Soaring Group 15 1 20 0 0 8 1 0 0 0 140 140 157 0 0 0 
South Wales 70 6 128 3 4 31 1 0 0 3 1869 719 1017 5 1 1 
Southdown Gliding Club 153 39 513 3 2 44 3 0 1 1 5003 4306 4330 2 5 6 
Staffordshire Gliding Club 62 42 261 3 1 16 1 0 0 1 3628 541 639 4 0 0 
Stratford On Avon Gliding Club 100 6 617 4 4 28 0 0 0 0 5771 0 1994 0 3 2 
Suffolk Soaring Club 14 0 0 0 0 10 0 1 0 0 123 123 342 0 0 0 
Surrey Hills Gliding Club 58 7 255 5 3 7 0 0 1 0 3409 0 617 0 2 0 
The Motor Glider Centre 18 2 8 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 600 0 500 3 1 0 
The Gliding Centre 273 16 710 5 5 91 3 3 1 1 9483 5174 5745 2 4 6 
Trent Valley Gliding Club 50 6 130 3 2 20 1 0 1 0 2652 557 1075 2 2 3 
Ulster Gliding Club 68 1 263 3 1 21 2 0 0 2 1527 1430 569 0 4 3 
Upward Bound Trust Gliding Club 21 2 35 2 2 5 0 0 0 0 1197 11 235 0 0 1 
Vale of Neath Gliding Club 17 0 6 2 1 3 1 0 0 0 185 169 137 0 0 0 
Vale of White Horse Gliding Club 41 0 105 2 1 10 1 1 0 2 816 816 563 0 2 2 
Vectis Gliding Club 26 1 104 2 1 6 1 0 0 1 526 526 213 3 2 0 

Welland Gliding Club 39 5 220 3 3 18 1 0 0 0 2284 198 736 7 1 0 

Windrushers Gliding Club 127 17 172 5 3 51 1 1 0 1 6995 1511 5040 6 6 4 

Wolds Gliding Club 167 16 172 4 3 34 2 1 1 0 7789 995 2529 5 5 3 
York Gliding Centre 144 23 561 6 24 21 2 0 1 5 2612 2486 1788 3 1 2 
Yorkshire Gliding Club 163 16 361 4 4 49 3 0 1 0 2723 1799 3075 0 2 1 

SERVICE CLUBS (RAFGSA, RNGSA, AGA) 

Anglia Gliding Club 28 0 56 2 2 8 0 0 1 0 2466 47 815 
Bannerdown Gliding Club 98 2 352 3 3 23 1 0 1 2 3942 120 1673 
Clevelands Gliding Club 59 14 0 2 3 13 2 1 0 3 2180 1256 1405 
Cranwell Gliding Club 58 3 261 3 4 15 1 0 1 1 4733 272 1387 
Crusaders Gliding Club 48 4 1 3 2 0 0 0 0 1 4188 0 540 
Fenland Gliding Club 50 5 42 2 2 6 0 0 1 0 2133 40 532 
Four Counties Gliding Club 36 6 0 3 3 10 1 0 1 0 3894 524 1840 
Fulmar Gliding Club 26 3 28 1 2 2 1 0 1 0 271 183 139 
Heron Gliding Club 43 10 42 2 2 6 0 0 1 0 1178 410 437 
Kestrel Gliding Club 41 3 79 2 1 4 0 0 1 0 1113 35 172 
Portsmouth Naval 77 14 188 5 5 15 2 0 0 2 3389 1685 923 
RAF GSA Centre 55 4 16 5 5 8 3 0 2 1 9400 4500 2140 
Seahawk Gliding Club 19 0 40 3 3 2 1 0 1 0 1800 1401 421 
Wrekin Gliding Club 30 0 73 2 2 5 1 0 1 0 1040 406 300 
Wyvern Gliding Club 62 5 54 4 3 7 0 1 1 0 6060 75 1356 

Service Club Totals 730 73 1232 42 42 124 13 2 13 10 47787 10954 14080 126 19 13 

Grand Totals All Clubs 7075 875 21 ,527 269 232 2,049 85 23 39 81 289,032 86,205 134,320 340' 189 162 

"Includes Air Cadet applications 

In addition to the tlgures listed above, there are a further 991 affiliated members of civilian end service gliding clubs. Oft he Full Flying Members listed, 581 are women 

The Brlllsh Gliding Association {established 1929) lslho governing body lor the sport In lhe Unlled Kingdom, representing and lurthcring Its Interests in an Increasingly competitive environment . 

Its mission statement Is: " to provide affective leadership and conllnully of gliding and soaring In the UK". You can find out more al: www.glldlng,co.u/(.!bglllnfolaboul/hebgs.htm 

A list of contact details for member clubs and a map of where they are based Is In the Aprii·May 2008 Sailplane & Gliding, available lrom the BGA shop at www.gllding.co.uk •shop 'index.php or 0116 253 1051 
Allernatlvely, you can use the Interactive map at WIVW.glldlng.co.ultfindac/ub ul<map.lltm to locate the club you require. University gliding clubs are listed at www.gliding.co.uk•flndaclub. ·unlverslty.htm 
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JAX'IDA condensation free 
all-weather covers 

Protects your aircraft 
-Against sun , rain, and snow 
- Self-polishing action in the wind 
- Easy for one person to fiUremove 
-Two-ply fabric also good winter lair www.jaxida.com 

. ' 

---- ~~ 

JAXIDA COVER, Strandmoellevej 144 · DK-4300 Holbaek, Denmark 
Tel. +45 5944 0725 · Fax+ 45 5944 0609 · E-mail info@j~xida.dk 

photo copyright© Getmapping PLC 

UK Agents 

SOFfiE 
PARACHUTES 

• Customised to fit your 
glider at no extra cost 
(ASG29, 0l imhus4T etc) 

• Ultimate comfort 
• \Vid e range of colours 
• Removable, washable 

cotton sweat pad 
• ID your chute and hag 
• Canopy for weights up 

to 180lbs or 240lbs 
• Slow descent, steerable 
• 20 year canopy life 

Full details & prices 
parasential@ botmail.co. uk 

01256 381 689 
07752 419 445 
Marjorie Hobby 

Sailplane & Gliding 

mailto:parasentiaI@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:info@iaxida.dk
http:www.jaxida.com


microRecorderTM 
The new generation of flight data recorders 

@ SO Flash card version available 
@ Engine noise available 
@ USB file transfer 
@ NMEA and 5 volts output for PDAs etc 
@ Rechargeable battery life up to 100 hours 

From only 

£425+VAT 
incl. antenna and USB 

data/charging cable 

Contact Graham on +44 (0)7968 066710. graham@ewavionics.com or www.ewavionics.com 

AGL 
nd J 0 Day holiday padtag 

They mclude: • Reno Tahoe Arporl Pick Ur. and Drop Off • Hotel • Trans~rt to and 
from motel • A Two Hour Sr Arrcroft Ch cl • Unlrmlted Flymg Each Day • 

Dotly 3,000 QFE low • Oxygen • Parachute • Barograph • Badge Processmg 
5 Day Package $I 2 '9 7 Days $ I 699 I 0 Day5 '2 499 

Your chotce of aircraft - G 1 03's, 1 02 s. LS3A or DISCUS 8, MINI NIMBUS B, lS4 
E·mail: soarminden@powernet.net. Web: hHp/ /www.soarminden.com 

Tel: 775 782 7627. Fax: 775 782 6505 

ING D UE 
June- Juy 2008 51 

http:www.ewavionics.com
mailto:graham@ewavionics.com
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Mountain High Oxygen 
We are now authorised distributors 
for the full range of MH Oxygen 
EDS and XCR systems. Visit our 
website to view the full range. 

Microair 760 Radio 
This fantastic little fil mrn r adro 
has necently be updated to version 
"N" and is better than ever. 

(646.29 inc VAT 

Winter 8ordgerate 
Instruments 
The ry best German pnecision 
Instruments. Vrsit ourwebsrte to 
view the full range. 

Colibri 
Smallest 
logger with 
high level IGC 
approval. All 
you need to 
claim badges, 
records or competition flights 
it is small in size, but big in 
functionality. Standalone it 
is useful for navigation, wind 
calculation and tracking of engine 
status. Full details on our website. 

£595.00 inc VAT 

Replacement seat harness for most 
gliders in a fu ll range of colours. 

prices start at: £275,71 
incVAT 

Camelbac 
Unbottled 2litres 
Leak -proof fully insulated 
bottle offers up o 3 hours 
of cool, clean water. 

£29.38 incVAT 

Tasman V1000 
Digital audio variometer 
with average display and inbuilt 
speaker. We are the UK agents 
with the full range available. 

8orgelt 
8400/8500 Vario 
These all new versions replace the 
840 and 850 with the addition of 
new technology and functions. 

and our Heritage is 

we have 15 years 
experience in all 
kinds of repair, 

simply call for advice. 

TEL. 01452 741 463 
M. 07860 542028 

SALES@SVSP.CO.UK 

PASSAGE ROAD, ARLINGHAM 
GLOS, GL2 7JR 

Magnificent Scenery and Unique Wildlife 

No jet lag- Same Time Zone 
as Central Europe 

Convenient overnight flights 
to Cape Town & Johannesburg 

Friendly Club Atmosphere 
Good airfield facilities 

World Class Guest Houses 
within 4km's of the airfield 

Ideal cross country environment 
Strong them1als, high cloud bases 

and safe outlanding conditions 

Excellent fleet of well equipped gliders 

Daily Met Briefings 
Task Planning and Guidance 

New for 2008/9 Season Advanced Cross 
Country Training 

Comprehensive post flight analysis 

info@soaring-safaris.com 

Dick Bradley : +27 83 280 1028 
lain Baker +44777 613 4999 

Bronze & Beyond 
Brush up your knowledge 

The book that tells you what 
every British cross-country 

pilot should know. 

Available from BGA, larger gliding 
clubs, and direct from: 

http://tinyurl.com/5n34z 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http://tinyurl.comlSn34z
mailto:info@soaring-safaris.com
http:www.soaring-safaris.com
mailto:SALES@SVSP_CO.UK
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Banbury (Hinton in the Hedges) 
CUO!) so,mnri < nndi!lons w<·re experil'm.cd ill M.trch ,1nd t\pri l 

w il h -.(u ttC no~" (Otull ry ilighh undvrr.,kc•n h~· tht· "<~.uh• bird.,'' : 

.!7(1~/)1 Wd:, olcl li<•vt•d hltl ~und.Jy Aptil (, (,\ugl tl fll():,\ ttiUS t llll 

du.e to I 'hL".lvV !irH.lwl.l ll on lht\ ,Jirlit •ld. lhf' d.J} t lt \ tr('d lfllu ;:, 

~ood t rns. ... rulm\ ty d.l\' in tlw o~itL·nux,nl . fh~,_· Midldnd 11111'1-Ciuh 

\'.t l-:!1\' d.Jtt.":o. h.Jv<·l wt:n fixc·d with our t lub hofolin~ lhC' 11rs1 CVf'll~ 

on Sp in~ B.mk l lollttl)' Wt.'t•kt•nr!, which f.dt In nlu:ly with uur 

1,1'\k \\'t'l'~ on 1\1.1~' .U-10. tlliillng pilnh .lfl' .1bu wt·lt nm~ tu 

m n l.hh. wvt 1k ... chmng the yc.•.1r .1!1 lts.led on our wdl~t\C .11 

l'.'W'\\•. Ihllliltlrygfiditl').lll. l l~ VV~ h .t\'l' IHJ\\' ,I ,Utt~cl t' l <Jfi(Jt .l ii Hl~.C·· 

tf11)' tfl t Hk·n~ed :li{lillH < ll tlrt)<' to run 0 11 rrid.1y. $.11urr.L\y ,tnd 

~urul.ty. l he 1 <IUT':!f' will ho~vt• ,, d< ·cli< ,-,,~,...(/ 1\-1 ~ .utd 1nsrruct01. 

Titi~ i!> .. 111 .H'fCJiow ~tnd .Ill .uc wdulllll' lu join u.;. 

Rod Wal·son 

Bannerdown (RAF Keevil) 
JltV\ f l.1 ~l<·t h;l'. t otnf lll·lt•tl hb HI < lHH-,t·. 1\ndy Smillt IM~ gunc 

<;.olo . \Vnrk ontlw < luhhou ... t • i:. mm;ing .dong w<•ll. t\ numher of 

dub r ntmi>L'r~ .. Ire~ ~1 1 Si~lc•ron in \h(' I rcru..h J\lp .... 11 I he.: O'lonwnt. 

-\u l'"\pt-ditinn ;.., pLHHl('d lor M.1y to Howl,u1rl Fuw;;;t .md tiH·Il 

tdt:n~o,lf iflV, . flW tr i.d 1<''35011 ':><.'..1.';>0 11 '\I.U'(~ Ull fJi(l,l)'~ i ll !\.\.1y. 

Alison Arnold 

Bath, Wilts & North Dorset (The Park) 
L'\!TI IU~IJ\Si\.1 ior gt·lling intu thl· .1i r ~ti ll teign ... t'Vl'll on ih<' 

rdldt·..,l d.ty .... \1\ft·dne~d.ly .,inglc· . ..;e,lt<~ r 1lyinH ilO hetoming v<'!)1 

f.M1pu i.H. with th<· tlbU.tl u uwd regu!..trly ,tppt•,,ring. l h~ring the· 

\VlOWI tnontfl.., wt• .... 1w l ttn l·lf•ll., ht•r ... ol<, .lltt.•r on I~' iH l.wne h('o:.. 

Ti111 h.Hipul in .1 tOllU'!It.•d (·iinrt ,1nd it W.L~ \Vurlh il. Oof ,tirrrtllt 

mointC'n:mce tt:.llfl ol l:ddie, !<on .1nd '\!mm~u1 .HI,' .1 lso \',·orklnH 

111 top iiliL' '' ' c•nsul t' w h.lvt· iour (v ... o \of.•.Jh '1"' lnr the 't'J)(Ul and 

for n ur npL·n d,ly tn M.1y. fh j.., }'C,n' nt !r h.mg~1 r h,1., '-(L'll .1 1e<:0rd 

numb<:• ul lllt.'Ulber!. !!Urting ot l\ thd r glider~ lot both lilt• !>l 'tl"illl 

.and th<· tr,w ... i\ ion. 11 h.1:!! ,d,o prnvt'd lo hc · qui ll • .t )-Ot i.Jllimc• 

ftlr lll<.'nlht•f .... Mnr(' rt'll:'llt ly the bctll'l \vt.·.tther I1JS brought ,1 

nun1lwr ut HlO~m .md 400kn1 t ro:.~ ~ounuy !lights ·"' w<·ll .rs ti ll' 

t'nt our.tging .;;hortcr t"li~lll., l rom t'<~dy ~olo pi lot:- . 

Jan Smith 

Bidford Gliding (Bidford) 
\•V( ll.tvc lkld .1 gr<'<11 <.,\.Jrl tu thL· '('.I~CJil , thl' 1 lubhou ...... • look~ 

much improvt't l, the new t.\b h.1vc· '-t.'lllcd in w~.:·ll • • Hl(l w t • h;tv<· 

llt.'\\ rnc •mhcf~ to :,.Jy ht'llo to ]t:nnift·tl uth('r Thunt,J ... ,\ nduw 

H.dl.mt}'lll' .md Jon,l\h.ln 11.11 11..1 ;JfL' .111 nt'w junic.Jr mumhc:r ... with 

I k.•Juv Smith joinin:~ u.., ,u"tt'l .Ht<·ndi ~tg ,, tiv<•·d.ty < out' l ' hl.'rt' . 

\Ve• ,d-,o we.kunw Cill, who now lU ll' 'l ht: ,\irlic·ld C.tl<~. inr 

whom Wt' h,IV(' ~~~!d \ l 'f~' p<'>~i ti Vt.' i('t•db.ll.k ~IJ !,If. JllC.'f(.' ho.b ~~~'fl 

i )l'<•n plt ·nt}' ut' tllf('rt''' in our nt•w NI'PI ~l r\t\(; 1 CJlJ r'>P. irom both 

(;'XI li ng ~md nt•w H1<'11llll'r', ..,o tho~t b kt•cping u:- .11Hl o~u Motw 

1-,1lke vefy hu!loy. \1\!t• Ldn OI1Pr till ' lull NPI'L SL M llccnn \ .tnd 

tlwn if VCHJ \vbh tonvcrt rotJ ,1uo'~ to !ht· Sr P .lllt•rw.-.rd-, 

Vlo;it ow \Vt'h:,.it<· tm rnun· dt>t.Jib. \V1· hnvc· .1 vc;ry lriendl y, 

\\·c.lcoming. re!,u: ing chtb hL·r~. ~o Lomc .dnng .~nd ~ar hl'ilo. 

Lynnc Burkert 

Black Mountains (Talgarth) 
.\ p rL·tty f"l'<l t.,ouo~hl< · :,.(MI to lilt.' yt·.t r .. lll~dg,ut h with loMh. oi 

w.Jvt• .md rid~;c•, whidt h. I ... k<"pl ,11! Ollf vis.itor.:; mnrr• th<tn h.1ppy. 

l1o i'\ds~un i~ U.1d for the ~>urnrn('r .1.~ ( HJI full-1il1ll' rl•sidl'nt 

June - July 2008 

Above: Tim Ftetcher being congratulated by CFI 
Alastair MacGregor, after soloing at The Park 

in, tructnr .111d ,1 lull 'l(',l'-llll ol LOurSe" h.l !lo lltt'n ... e t up so Llll llt: 

.md t.Jk<• .Jffi.·,ult,lgt' of our umiv,l llt·d ,Jirtinw! I,HHll h 1,Hi11! 

A h<;,ul! ifully rdinbtll'd K~.? l , .. 1 11('\\' lvcturr room .mcl .1 111-w 

engi ne in the tug lhwe -,m·t< heel our iin.tnLt'~ ~~ hi t uVl't the 
willll' r hut undl'r tltt• w.llchiul l')'t' nl Clivc· Mi(kiPwright, our 

trt•,btJI( 'f , wt· ,H e 1 nnl.id{'nt ol :.ound prngJ<''' through 20W~. 

lllCfL'JSing COOfJ~fllfi(Jn with the nc~Hhy ~outh \·\',ll{'' CC .11 U~k 

j.., .1 :1 in\l•rc•::.ling exeH i!.L· .~ ... Wt' h()th hclV<' uniquL' ... lt<•/op<'ldl io t1,d 

,1\lrihute .. , iron• which we• tJtl both !wnrlit. t-\ joint t•xpcdittnn 

to J.u.,.l t;. pi~HHH.xJ in e.ulv April u.!ooing loL.dh• hirud g!id(;'r:-o. 

\Vc· .m~ npf'r,\lion,d .1tl.1lg,,rth '<'V<'Il dttyS ,l wc •t•k .1 !1 "iUnltn 'I 

~o L.lll I it in the otlic(· ~111y w(•l'k<Liy mornin~ to r-onw .tnd vi ... tl 

our "tunning sill'. 

Rohhil.' Robcrt.son 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
l)f SPriT tlw ... howt.'.r~ wt• .liP .l!l<'.ld ni hudgl'l tll th(' h,thw.Jy 

puint •n uu1 Lluh yc..:dr.lr.t ining h,tf. t.OHtintJi?cl througholtl tlw 

wintt·r, o( no!c· the iollowing tnJm instrurlor Mik<· ~idl,lfd..,on: 

"17 J.tnu.lry 2007 - Uon l l.uVl'Y n·-~olocd in thv K- 1 \ .1ill'f ,1 

hr(·,Jk ot 52 ye;-trs ,ltHl q months! J., tlt i.., , t record~ \'\lt~!l d01w to 

Don .._111d dt111 't l~ ·dVL' i t ~~~ long m·xt t illll.'~ ·· IJCin h.t .:. now P"''<'d 

h i ... Bron.i'<' t').,HH. togc·llw r with I !ugh .'A.Kdtm,l!d, .nul both h.we 

been 1 o -opl<·d Otllo thl' t onl!llillc.:.t.· ,1 IC'\\" W<'t."k~ .tt'tc:f th~ .-\GM. 

rullowing un from th<' ..,('fi(.• .. of wintl'r lc•t ture..; h.M: ht•f•n th(' 

l .blt'1 rgg ;\L'roh.J t i~ {up .lfld tlu· :::-uu l'':.iul .111d ('ll)oy,lblc· 

"Shohdon t•-.:p<--<litinn. llw la.st ol our 'G<.•t Your Solo wc·<'b" 

IC~ult{·d in l t•on Cold going ..,ofo. Thi" j.., tollmv('rl by ,1 ·'C(•! 

Your Brorl l.'l' w<'<·!..." \•V<• ,·d,o h.1w nurm-vn Buok(·r Kc·gi(lll.lb 

(J UI)' l q -27; 'I"'< t"'S .J\'~1 ili1bk-J ... uul A<'ro l·"l(po ilu1H:' I 1-1 :;). Jim 

\•Vhil" Hrc~.\~urer ... lnd C.lrry . Ut.lll Wt·b u~igner .uu.lnew~l<"11 <'1 

Niilor "''t .11) an· Mt:- ) l._lnding rlnwn <11 our ACM. Thanb to their 

d 1ons. tn~wttwt with the re~ t oi tht• c:ommllltoc•, ~1~1fi ;1nd 
lll<·ntl)('r,.., Bonkl'r h.1~ tr,ulc ·ci,Jt ,1 11 tOd(•::.l prnlit (Of Ill<' iit;lt inw 

lm .1 whilt •. 1\nd lin;)/ly tlw liooh·1 blvg i:, now in iull swin~ 

on out wt'b..,iK•. "!ht.:re\ ,1l::.o .1 livt• \vt•h( .un piltllft' from our 

l.lllllfhpoint hu':>, ol llC I ~()111(' tinw-l.ljht' W(•,tlhtr pi dUI(~. ,,IJ 

(tJLtrlt::.y <Ji Mik<" Ki("h.J r<l' elO. 

Roger Ne.al 

Borders (Milfield) 
THL w t•,JI Itt>r h.1 ... hl'vn .q .. ·,.t inq u ... nVl'r thl' po~o,t !tw w~·ek:-; 

howc•vt'r, wht'll tht· rain .md 11110\\' did eventu~lll)' ..,~~h~ide our 

w,l\'l' wt~~ vi~itor~ lrom U.crlton h~1d ~onn· good so.uin~. llll' 

( lull ,•\CM took pl.1n· on Suml.ty ·mth M.'"lt< h. K.uc ~~hlq• w.l~ 

wt•l< om••tl tH1 lo the c o rnrnii!C•t• ,1 nd .l llt l<' lol lowing ,1nnu.ll pri.i'C' 

giving; ' hl' w.1~ .1lso th(' rL•tip icnl vt the Couls.tH1 trophv fur 

ptogn•s ... ·nu: \•VI\ Urwin trophy t'ot h('ight w.l!lo pn· ... t·nt('(l to Bri,m 

Btown <1nd th(' p,l'.,ident '.., (up, iur St'rvrtl':. tu tht• club, \\l'nl 111 

r\ndy lumbul l. \t\1('1! dotW to flJI(or !hose•. l' rt•p,l r,t\ l01l' olll' 110\\ 

wC'II under w.1y lm our twxt voung pt.'<lplt•'~;. ( uur~( ', thi .. !im<" 

wilh pt>oplt• irom H.l)·don Brulge ll igh 5< huol. t\ hig th.m k:- tu 

Kc·t th l,t\1)' ior urg.tn t"trlg the t·vcnt. 

Rich AhcrL romhit• 

Bowland Forest (Chipping) 
T ow N ;M th.111k!lo \\ c·w giv<"n tu Ullt outhoit1g < hL~ irm,111 

l'dgt•I IJic..kiu.,on. who h.t'l done· ,1 'lt'ding joh fo1 the p.t:-.1 le\\' 

yc.lf.s, ,uld w<• w<'ll.Olll ·d IJj, ~ULLL'S~or. SIP\·t· 1-:obln~on. 

CcHlW.ll ld.liiCJib to .1 !1 the.• llophy w irH\cr;,, 111 p.1rtin d.1r luuur 

tan Atherton and visitors from Norfolk GC soared 
snowy ridges at Talgarth on an Easter expedition 

IX.: !"! l.1t1 :\ o;.hton. who cnUt Ucd lhc Cru ... s-Cmml(y lruph)' for ,1 

1 111 km w,l\"t ' !light to Ynr~'tlllrl' .md till' I dk<· Di,lri t I. n1.111.1ging 

to doc/g(' the many .t ir~p.1t(• f( ... trillion:-. olrOUild us. Alll'l 111.11"1\' 

mllnth ... ut 11L-got i.lliont, wt• now lt.Jv<· .1 fonn.1l I ell< '! ol 

Agn·t·mt•nt \\'ith .'V\,ttl( lll'St( •r :\TC to .lt l ~!- .HI .tif\\~1)' ,lhovl' otJI 

:-.ll<"", .1llmvmg ll!:! up lo 11140 .lnd Cold hciJ.lhl (.!.lim-.. lh:mk::o In 

both the err .u td hi ... d<vuty for !ht• /11.1 11)' hours ot h.ud \\"(lfk lu 

gl'l thi!- vc.·rr l1nport.1nt ,JIIrihutt• tnr om t luh. In .1 t hdnge to our 

nnnnJI fon n..Jt. ,t ::.t·•·ics 01 '""'1111<'1 Hronz.P I<·L il ll l' wt•fe _giv<·n u n 

S.1turd<~y .nul Sunel.ly murning .... l ht•.:.t · \\'l'fC' v.wl l ,Jtfc.•rl(INI ,111tl 

!bled ,1 lt•w o t our huddin~ fllil -ro~l t •d lll$.t fll( tnr~ . Our iir·.l t l11h 

W(.'< 'k i ~ in Mdy when wd~,;:omc visitor~ iron1 B.lt lll<:'rduwn Ll 

will t•xpt•ri<•J11"<' the delighb oi o..o,lring tht.• Bowl,lftd 1 111 1.!!11 Arc.\ 

o l Uut~I .Jnding N,ltur.J J lh·.wt~·· 

Phil Punl!Traq• Josrph 

Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympsfield) 
J'vU-MKt-KS hJd ti\'l·-knot cru ..... ~l mmtry ( l in1h~ in -:1uing tht'lfl1.1h 

to 4,l100it. \\"<1\-"(' I light... to 2.00(lft .md m~m~· ridge •un ... tu ltl\h 

.uul t 'llt'•ltC'nh.un. J-ir.;;;l WOkm o:" the yt•.lf W;'J:. on t\11.1rrh 1 q w ith 

.1 fit1t' run to the ~luth l)tlWtl' ,111d IJ.IC k IJyTrevur SluJtl. i\l.u1 

Mtll!l,lhllt ' uunplt•lt.·d Bltc·~b .111d D.11t'11 Brt ·i t ; rt '"'olol"'tl wt·fl 

dnn<· to both. Sid Srni th g,1vc .1 t.dk on ,lCh'. tnn ·d nll..'l illlt't .1~t i11g 

,uul ,tf'mm<Jdt•l!t11· ~ jo int•d u ... tor John Stc·ml.lrd's l.1lk 011 111()(1<•1 

tlyin!-i. \V~ ::...1id t.m·wellto l l1n \Vl·kh . 1 ~ h ·!ell for. ew 

/P,1I,uHI. ·11w I >,1vi' (.Jmily domit t.ttNitlw trophy h.1ndoul ;; .\1 the 

dinner~d.nH..l' with Am.ly, M .. lll .111ll P.uni P,<'lling <up .... Oth<·• 

twphit·.., Wt'lll to fim M.H f.u lyt•n, 1-< u_....., Fr.tnc i•., C.w in \ Vnglq. 

Jcremy Uod i.m, 1),1\'t' gl,utd .tnd t\li (tll Mu". ~id ~rn i l h .., ld 'lk 

\\'l'<'k i.<. from July 1' )-17 .111d ptl..:.:.i hly ,1 long w<"vkt•nd mw in 

r\t.tgu~t \Ve'w <lll w ior 10-plu:::. Junior ,ll therr ;-o..dtion.tl i10m 

Au~ust 2 ~ I 0 . Trc-vor )ttklrl dlld ~tcvP E) les ill!w f>C)Oknt in the 

.\!imbu" .i iJ1 JrtHJild I ondon in 1\prU ~~ p.Ll. l . 

Hernard Sm)•th 

Cairngorm (Feshiebridge) 
Tll [ < h1b b in .1 ... t.Jtl.' of hyp t'rtlU tvi ty ,,, nt(·nth~ · r ... pl ep.H·t· itH 

M.1yt'est. ln:-.p<·< tor..; Mf' tnw; hing th<" (\oil\, John .1 nd A11dy ,)11' 

~to"-.k i ng up the h.tf, .tt td Ni1 k ~tnd Clui ... ,lH' iC'II!ing thv tug, 

mmclt'u l of llw enormous ,l!llOlH t l tJt tow' 11 j., going In be c.l l lc·d 

upun to perform. l hi:. M~lvl·l~l ll g1Ji11g to IJ<' tht· husic• ... l )'t' l 

mort• .1hout th.ct in th<· n<.'xl ... dilion. B,ldgt· t l,1in1 th., mc Hlth 

include Petc Tor1 tp;,cJtl, l )i,unond (;o,d with Cold! !eight. .111d 

Bcrnh.ud V.111 \Vm·rdon, 1Ji.u11t iiHII Ji..,t.mu.: .lnd D!tHllClllt l Cu.11. 

1-..Jot<1 for your di.1~· our u·ldH.JII'd < )t tuln:rit·.,t '"- ill tun fron1 

S.lturd.ty ~<·pt< ·mb('r 27 to ~und.1v, ( h wbcr 11. .wox. Pl! .. 1~c 

bouk e.u·ly (no hoC>king f~·(· 1 ,1:- !>!J, \( I..'..' .tlw~•y·. till up quit ·ly. 

Anynn1· wi~hing Ill LUllll' up .md c:njoy l llll uniqu<' hr,uul uf 

'0.1f111A ... n u l tu11 in Ouolwr or .11 .lfl)' tim~ :;.hould get in touch 

w ith Cltri ... Hor~_·nt ini .11 Chri.!> ~-'1C. 1/)t.'rC.lillit·.flyc·r.l u.11k [ ull clc.•t.J i!.., 

c...ln Jw fou11d PI! otlf Wt'h)itt• .tl www.glit!ing.or,t:; loo~ iorw,ull to 

K>t.·ing you .11 l-e5hil', tlw tric.ndly cluh. 

Chris f il>r('n tini 

Please send news to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 
or to Susan Newby, BGA. Kimberley House, Vaughan 
Way, Leicester LE1 4SE to arrive by June 17 for the 
next issue (later deadlines at www.gliding.co.uk) 
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Thanks as always to the contributors to S&G s Club 
Gallery. Pictured clockwise from right are: 

The Red Arrows perform a practice display over Trent 
Valley, photographed by Geott Lloyd. Apparently. they 
like the all-grass airfield as it is more representative 
of many display situations than the long, wide tarmac 
runways at their home base of Scamp/on. For more 
about the Red Arrows -and making sure you avoid 
their displays this summer- see p7 of this magazine 

Don Harvey of Booker has completed his Bronze. 
Another talent is as a compiler of crosswords on a 
gliding theme - you can download them from the link 
at www.bookergliding.co.uklindex.html 

Keith Batty. chairman of York Gliding Centre. sent in 
this picture of wave above the club's Rufforth site 

Matt Johnston (seen left in the photograph with 
instructor Carol Pike) is one of three recent solos from 
Sha/bourne Soaring Society at Rivar Hill 

Another great photo from the Bicester camp last year 
by Stuart Poynton of Portsmouth Naval GC. This 
shows ASW 27 933, which was flown by Tony World 

/an ·'Gaily" Gallacher, CFI of Chilterns and a member 
of the Team Condor display outfit, with the Dan Smith 
Memorial Trophy he won at Dunstable in March tor 
being the highest-placed Sport Level pilot at the event. 
Matt Plumridge won the Beginners category while Guy 
Westgate was the overall winner{ Photo: Jamie Alien) 

Tom Eaton, on the left wearing the parachute, and his 
instructor Derek Heaton, after his solo at Staffordshire 

London GC's Robin DR400 tug, formerly X-Ray India, 
has returned from a total refurbishment and, says Club 
News contributor Andrew Sampson, looks extremely 
smart in its new livery and reg: G-LGCC - to go with 
the clubs other tugs, Charlie Alpha and Charlie Bravo 

Our thanks to all the photographers and to our Club 
News contributors tor sending these in. Remember, 
if you'd like to submit your previously-unpublished 
photographs tor possible inclusion somewhere in S&G, 
do send them to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 

June - July 2008 
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Cl1ub news 
Chilterns (RAF Halton) 
('()1'\: (;R .:>. rUJ ;\riQNS to our il luo.,lriou ... Cl· I, (;,lily, on winning 

the n.lll Sn1i1h lrophy 1,1r1 cl g.1111ing hi,fnrm.ltinn J)i•,cp l,ty 

Atl!horit y); .1l:;otn ;\.11•iiiiL'. lltie !tlr wm11ing tlw Club \Vintt'r 

l.1ddl·r. jnn.lth;-~11 IJ.wid~,m on pd:-~ing hi·. Bmn;e es,HJI the d.1y 

,1 tfrr hi:-. Silvt•r dur.11fon lli1 ll1nv(•rr..inn to tlw K-IH t~ t cv" l'yhu""· 

.1 JSC <; Jwl(·n t' ,1bo g,Jim·d hi ~ dur:_llinn thP -.o~nu' rby l, P,;wl 

Mo,Jin on g.1 inm~ hi, CJ\A SI MC HR, .md Rit k D.wi" un 

re ~ol1)ing .1fl<.·1 .1 l.1y nfl. Tht' down ... idt• ot .Il l this w.1s th.J! the 

,Jiriield \\'.JS too W<: l 10 li:-P io1 • . .orn(· tinu·\ dudng M.Hlll, hut \\'(.' 

.n<· ,dl lnok ing tnrw.Jrd to till' :.umnwr •.or, in llw t.l ... <..: nlju,.t two 

11ll'Tllher~ . now look111g h.ltk ,JI the lluh <·:-.pc·dit inn tn ~ i ,ternn• 

.11ul snr11t • cro-.'-tounlrv .u1d <..Olll jJt:tit1ollflyif1g. pred<.ml in.Jntly 

liH' lntt•r St•rvit c•-. \op('ll \11 t i\·11i.uh .h wl'!l1 ,1\ 1-: i\l I hmingt<Hl 

in <·.trl y 1\ugus\. 

Andy Hyslop 

Clevelands (RAF Dishforth) 
CL[V[LANDS we!< (Ji m·d I nur r,Juntil·~ Cl .Hid Loughborough 

nt~n, i l\' cc lo J))..,hforth 0\'l 'f hb!l'l' \V('f 1k t\ \1lix{·d h,J g of 

wt·a llwr .J WJitc::d tHH gu~"'"· l>tl! we m.llk· 1hu 11111..,1 of it ~111d it 

\\ ,~~ w )(Jd to <.,('f' th(' wholt• ( luh tiPt·t hdng w 11 U'-NL OIW 

highlight lt•Jf the· ,wthcu· ,1t l t·J~I[ w.1~ ..,t•<•ing d now-t O\Nefl 

nio..hforth lrorn tht• ,1ir .111d under b lue ~~ic·-. . \Vc invl'~ lt•d ti me 

ont lw gmund Wl..,l'ly. with Bron.t.l' ground p.lpt'l hc·mg Jl.1-.-.t..•d, 

.md IHinlt'fllll!-1 hrll.'lings tllldl.' rt .1kl'l'l. In 1iw ,lir, Cfn;:,._.., ~counlry 

Held IMJCilng t htt. k~ Wl'll' !he n.111lL' ot tiK· g. lll ll'. ~cver,:d pt~oplt• 

~tll.l p<::-;tullv r(·fn~hing their ( f()o.,<;.( ountry rncJor;c,•nwnl. ,111d .1 

C'"IH!pl(' oltoH .. ..; .Khieving the a •qui1t'd :.t.md.11d fnt th<.•lir<;t timl'. 

\\'l' hOpl.' to hold ,\ o.. intii,H l'\'( '111 IWXI V<'iH. hor1•iu1Jy t.tking 

ol(]v,u1 lil '<.:of ,l n 1or~· '>t:flo,ihlr l hll~'tl r ,J,Ler wc•ek1·nd feu -.nnw 

goocf \V( ',lliwr~ the 111 :-.1 prCh pt•d .. ni TIH•rmdl -.o, Jring tll.llf'ri.d b<.'d 

in MJrLh . .JtHI \VC' .He .d ... o still Rt..•lling wo~w . lht· whtl lf•' luh 

fnoko, t'nnv,ud to .1 ::.U{ { (":-> "iul '!11H llll<'f clnd ph~ntr ot o,uc-n--s ..,({J! 

IJ,Hlgv !hght.... 
Matt \•\loodhous(' 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
Cl LB [H IIHi i t ~ h<~vt; n-port c_d ~ullll.' i n l~'fP\ting w,JvC ,111d 

t flllVt ' rg<'IH <' ilying ~o 1.u tll is o,{',l'>nn .u1d \\'(' h,J\'( ' . 1 l rt~.1rly h.:ul 

,1 Jew :o.lrong tlwrrn.ll d.lf'' · All vur' rwo-"l'<llt..'J flt ·u t h.1 ... now 

ht'i,'rl thrtlUU,h lhf' [ .'\SA lrnn ..-ition proce.,~ .md \W ilrt' ,1 1 work on 

the ... lngk'-o..e.Jter~. One ol our K~ 1 h will Jllflh.lhl y iind .1 H<'W 

hom\' in ~r':-t nt l' \vhen nor two new P\Vh~ lmive thi'i month. 

h<.lpl•tully in tinR· for till! open d.1y on M.,l)l 11. !1.my Kc·y io., 

ro h<· c Dngr.Hul.llt·d nn h··<- ominp, ,, K.l >il ln-.truc I or while• ,11 tlw 

~dnll' time being .lppoin t<:d .1~ the t luh m.rrhc·l ing rl!. n~1gl·t'. 

B.urv h,l._ ,11-.o ,lfr,l!lj.*,l'd th.11 the·\ IL1h wi ll he ,l\ l<<·n1h lc• Air 0.1y 

on huw 1 S. \ \'1· now h.JVc ,1 new~ lu ll r~.;·t r~ c·vl· vcht( it. • poli< y 

son \ .. rll bC' oul \\ lth dcc(('plt Clld MOT fJdur • (vehu .. k~ nnt 

11'h'l11b~r ... l .rn<i In v~it h •jink_ liuh· golt' huggT~ rltf1nlng Oil ~1:S .1 ~ 

dr1t '"' our wu)( t1. HfTJn l1'5 lrnm tJtJr dC'puty ch ;:nnn.ln S URt.~''>l the~ I 

ht• h.1:. 1Jt.'<.111 ~n1p fl ng IIH: joy'> of lin.il glidi ng over tht: "llriny " .rl 

\V,J inq.o J ~ J.a nd. f lktnk )'IHJ to J ,l ~« '" fllC'IlliWr 'i for lno~ i ng ,lfH•r 

himL We \\'ill n<'f.'d lo llll'r'llit.nl th.11 .11 lc\1~1 twu t·nginc~ .lit' 

~<·n~ihl<· lm on.'.,lnic lly1ng. On ,1 ~~Hl nole. J \~tl'r \·V;Jrd p. 1 o;,~pd 

,1\\'dY in :\ ~.H<'h. f 1<..· Wd~ .1 gn:.t l 1 lul t lllL'fllht:'l .111d will he• mb~t·d 

hy .1 ll l......, ·r· oh lhl.Hieo;ltph2 J. 

Frilnk Birlison 

Exeter University GC Captain Claire Kirker with instructor Simon 

Leeson alter her first solo at Devon & Somerset GC on April t 5 

Cranwell (RAF Cranwell) 
t)lJIII- ,1 hit nl tWw~ : the ACM l't hcwd .Jnotht•r ~ IH Ct'o..<;itd Yl'·lf 

inr 111<' cltdJ, in which l ro:\'d .ollntry kdona•llt..:.., 11.1\'t..' gone up 

togc·thPr w ith flying hours wllil ... l ,lt tlw -. ,JmP linw op<'f,lting (O.;:t<; 

h,l\'(' <:1.\ ~'t 'd ,J I IIf do'"le to llw p~t •v i CIIJ<, )'I',Jr. l h i-. rC'ilc·ch tlw 

m6 Nirt' <Ji the h.Hd work th.Jt llll'll1bl.'rs h.1V<' put 111 , lrnm 

~\vP<·ping thl' h.111~,H, to ilyi ng <~llivi\i , •o... M.mr th.nik<. tu M ike 

H.1lc, for his lir£'10' work ht1hfnd tlw -.n~nc-.. \Vc-11 don<' to tan 

Motml.Ji n .md Angus \·V.ll."nn on tfl<'ir iull in~lfiJ<'Ior rt~ t i ngi'. to 

Nc•il At kin.; (J!l h i-;. Bl r.l ting ,)o.. wt•ll ,,, to Tim I >:avit"' WPI I, who 

h<J-. rli ~< ov<·rt·d th.l\ propdkf'.., will .d .. o kt't'Jl )'IHJ ,tirhorn<.· I JUt 

5tiiJ h.1d the opportunil )' tn h.Wf' .1 ilight in hi.; n('wl y ;-,cqu ired 

:\SVV 20. Pc ·ter 1\ ingwlll l.., ~til l wdn~ tl uough til e PPI 1 Urrt·ntly-. 

with ,, ... un ('""lul cH!l Cot1ll' w t' tru'l In till' IHII · too -dh.tclnf lliiUff '. 

()u r J) iscus h,, .., now returned .J t"tcr h,1vinj..\ ,1 nc·w gel c o.J! J 1Hl 

look:' ,1h"o lutd y hr~md sp:1nking 1'1<.' \\' rL•Miy tor tlw <.(',\snn·~ 

~oo~ring, wh id1 hd'- ·;,t,1rt~'{/ I JUt quit(' wl•ll wilh ,1 IHI!11h~·r of 

'! ICCesswl cro~s.-t nun lry tT1ghts h,IVing 1.1kc·n pf.1cc togctlwr with 

d ~~ood t't'\V huU J> oi loc,d ... o.n ing. ll•l\ h\lj}(' the we.1thC1 ~h .lp<"" 

up .1nd w<· h;'l\'(' .HI ('\'<'11 bctlc·r yP.J r th.ln 1 ~-; t. 

Zcb Zamo 

Crusaders (Kingsfield, Cyprus) 
Till t-! E were nn ll l 'W ~olo pi lot" in tll(' pcnod hut it h,1s been .1 

good time t"or n·pdlr ... Mlminio,tr.ltion o~nd g<'ll{'fd l hu<:!J,mdry. Ow 

!)Cl I :\vo M.1ngni.m ll<'w to tll<' U K to h<."conw L~SA compl i.lrll 

.lnd l.ln llU\\' !>ign off .lirt f.ll\ c~ oft\ with d IlL'\\' p<'ll. ·n,.rnk Ytlll , 

Avo. Along with .-\vn, N1ros K,lr.lnlid<'" l,\ircr.1ft lllC'fHIJ<' r'l .md 

I h.lVl' w •. Jd<Ylt hrolJgh !h1· p. qwnvtuk fof \I.Jn ... il ton .11 1d h.l\1:.' 

p<~h·rc·d P.llll b1\osl in .~ t ~-bltun Jlmosl dt~l lv lh.anks, bovs ~ 

I woul d .\l'lcl Ilk ILl ~e .1p ,, llulc..:. of 01.11 ~o~ u.: to fh .l lo. Dt'fl 'k 

Sm ith .1nd (.1rcg ~'-'\ .lr-.h, , IJ .v~hi 1 1('':1 ml.'nJh(..'n I or .111 tiH•ir h.ml 

wor~ dwin!'-: Ill(' p.hl 111on th. W1!hout lht •nJ w~· \\'llUlcl not h,1vt.: 

p.Js<;ecl nor in 'iJWI~Iiono.; <Hld lw ('n h,J( k in 1h1• .1ir .;,n l li'Oill jlll ~·. 

;\ l..,o, lho~nk.., to o~ll pres-t· n1 lor the !Jig c lc,lllmg ... prL>c Wt' t•vt•n 

got the fir(• hrig.ulc tn t:nmt• .lnd ho<.,(' out our h,Jn~MS . \Veil done 

to .1ll. I in,dly. J ..-: \I my GI- T ,ll lht· c-> 1HI o l M.lrt h ,md riClW h,IVI· 

111}' jJJ'j <HlOiher empty ki tdlPil ! 

I<> Rigby 
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BRITISH GLIDING TEAM 
SPONSORSHIP MANAGER 

The British Gliding Team will shortly require the assistance of a Sponsorship Manager. 
If you have the appropriate experience, skills and time available to join the Brit ish Team in 
this important part-time remunerated role, we would like to hear from you . 
Please forward a brief CV including covering letter headed 'Sponsorship Manager' to; 

Russell Cheetham, Chairman of the BGA Compet itions and Awards Committee, 
BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester .LE1 4SE 

Or email c/o pete@gliding.co.uk 

All applications will be treated in confidence 

Darlton (Darlton) 
n YJN (; (,. IIIHl it iCII\<, ,Jt ''llr 11('\\' ~ it (' t nnllll\1(; tn S<lrpri !S(-! and 

l'rll nuragfl us ,1nd durillA tHJt:: w ~k "' l,1te ,\ ·1drc h '.\ c h.1d sldrk 
conlr.lSh ht•.1vy <now with <f•vt!rfll snowm f'n <-v id f'r!ll ltsllm•.crf 

by '>tun king LOI11'ii t1un with ,1 :; ,oonttlloudh.T),·. l.kr... hi liu o~nd 

J-·ngthy ._n,)ri ng fligh t s ~ OUt rL'Ct•nt d uh cxpt .. -.d1tion to Bnrrlcrs 

I r\ llilt·lch W,l .., moun!l •d bv "urtW I 111l'fllll<'r" who. dl'Spitt· 

wmi-1\rt 1i, \ ondilinn:., <'ll jnvcd :-.omc· c·.,.c iting rulg(' -:o,Hing ,u1d 

i'lJ<.:moJ.lhlc sncidl J tivitil'-.. Our p.K<..· flf li ving i5 now Jncn··a ing 

wllh our progr,mm o f rrid.J\ c·vc.:n ing rorpnr.llc> fl y ing piu<; our 

ilr..t !' lying \Vt·ek th ic.. )·t'.1r < onHllt'l1ting 011 M.1y .• .4 .md nwt'lJix~r ... 

Cfll{'ring in t.omp<"tition o.: ,11 iT (•nl VJ fley fKirtonl ,md \•\'olds 

rPut ~l ington J I.liPr in th<· )'l'olr. t\ IJob!t•r<nh t(\1 11"1 ,JII<'ndl'<llht' 

ne,\ C11nf<•rr·nn· .u1d 1 )innt·r in ,\-\,1rd, .1ncl h:1d ,, mn!:il r·njoy;-,bl<' 

tinH· - !H I o n<-• g.1im•d Jny pri;c ~ ilver I Jut one o( !IH 'III .lU J<merl 

n !~( ;, \ IJiplum;l lo r omppn;;,,tt• ,md mund off 1hc t",'l'lll. 

l)cvcloprn •nt of ou r fl(•w :- ih· cO nlintri''> .11" p.r< I' with ,1 r.1 ngc· o( 

pl.1ns to u .1111pl<•mcnt uur inue;]s in~ nwrnhership. Visitor-., .1re 

.dWd)'!lo \\ '<· IUHlll' dl I).Jrllt.lll. 

GC'off Homan 

Dartmoor (Brentor) 
AT the time of w nting the ,1i r ht~.s. h1•cn p10mi~mgl unst.Ihle, with 

the· prOiJY'd of !illttnt.~ A<Jnd ro ,_< f 1un1 ry rli"t.:J ncc"" hut l)l'·inR in 

1h1· VVt·..-lt; fll p<•ni fiS \t J.l. the .1!r c111 o lt c<n m•l•rdf•vrlop, J nd 

good ditv s tarts htwe rtJpidly rlctN iorntc(! in to rain hai l or i..'Vt ·n 

"nO\\ ~ yuu 1/.tLIJnd •r•. in lite t·..tsl h.1v u tu th.mk for r.hawin;.; 

J ilth.ll w.I!C'r out oi tht' !> y ! \V<• hdc.l 01,11 A _. 'Inn M~Hch !...._ . 

after whu ... h th(' 11nnuJl Jw.1rrl.., icH 20()7 in< luded: ~pill ut• Troph\· 

tior tlw 1110~t irnpro\·cd pilot1: U.1vC" Jr·~ly; Spid<•l' l mphv lfqr tnrn:t 

r w:: r~l'verin~ pilt)1.!:>): rc·t.lill r>d h\' )ethn l lmn• .rnd I ),J\v t-!ippt•Tl; lirn 

P:.-uson hidO (tor ~c·rvi ces lii 1lu• rl uh1: D.wt· l~oon hiN ,Jnd Gu~ 

P<.•<tr c~-. .lfld irl"'t 1ntt nut lc:\.,.1, tht \.Yond •n c.;j>t)on Wl 'l )l lo Rfll1 in 

\<Vibion \Vho, (c(..o.lin~ 1h;1t it w .J G St tUnp. .1 hlf d11 ll)1 hr•I\VC"l~ l 1 

tli~ htt.. p~11 hi !!> J· tdct on over hrs p.lrat.hut t· <tnd tlwn s1r.1ppc.:d 

h l m~f·lfln tn tl lfJ gli de! ! r·nr th!l\(' whcl h.l\(•ll('('!l fnlhl\\i ll )i 

tiH lr.msmogri lic.ltinn tl f thP Olt l \ 'in J, i nt 11 tf e Gu~LUJildJ . 

Oil SJitn<by, 1\pn l r 2 11 prop<·IINI nm L H, Rogpr Mo~ttlw\':S, 

inttJ the lik~ .. in ~1 l.lLHlrh whi( h lw ..,,Jid ·c. m onlv h' dC' .. t rilll'd a-. 

- i r "l t ert.~ l ing ' . 

Martin Cropper 

Deeside (Aboyne) 
VV[ wekornc our new rt·~i dcnl tug pilul. Lnlt.m Kolcsz..l. who 

\vill h~· providing .rl'lllh l\\''> thrmi~IHllJithe Wl't'k. I lying hd" bt 'L'Jt 

o;tt~.ld~·. with tlw u~u.d ~u .. p<'ct po-.t ing :t ll)llkfn ll 1ght ,1t 11 ~kmlh . 

A lew of u.., joined in the 1 roo.,~ - horck:r r,li d to th<· ]{ (';,.'\ 

Conlf•wncc 111 M.trch. ,\nd in t O!lJlHl< ticJtl with PlHlnlCJ.lk tcok 

llonw .. nul(' of I he si lvl'fWdfl'. Sonw o f I he· priv.J\t• ownero.. .m~ 

g0:11· i n~~ up ior -r n <.'Xpt?(li tion tu Sp.w, in M.1 '· I ll~t\W jof;. \ returned 

from t; p.l in ,tl!t•r il \Vt .. f>4.. \Y i th Rncln pr('t kh•y - lht· jnstllWltnn. 

,111c-l whole we~!.:, WJS firs! cl.\ 5. ;\bo)' llC will he host ing tlw tirst 

IIJUIHI of Ill(' Se oni ... !t lnte.r-nuh le.q . .;ul' . \Ne hol\11..' !.1 kc•n dcliv<.·r~· 

ni .1 mw .Jirficl rl rc·lricvt· tru~ k the ( lul1housc· h,b !wt•n p.,inted. 

und .1 new six-hw nt 'f rookt·r insl.llll"d! \'\'r· hop(' tn h~vt• .1 nf'w 

web ~1m running .snon so you c-.111 SC.P ,Jilt he v.•.lvC, but i11 tlw 

1l1Vdll linH· iind c·nlry form .:. fnf lhe u~ Mountdill Stt.Jring 

Ch.1mpinn~hips ,lt t\' IVl\'.ukm.:.c .n1.llk. 

Cha rlie Jordan 

Derbyshire & Lancashire (Camphill) 
ON tht• ... oc i.ll :-n'llt' our .\lt'ighhour-.' Night fm tht • !(,c,d lc1m1ing 

community w.\S we ll .Hic•ndt-•d, ,,, w.r~ our .tnnu.rl .V\id-\1Vet•h 

Pilol:- ' Dinn(·r 111 ,, lot · ~d goll club. llw n<·w l,nmdlpoint hus i ~o 

now in U':tt', .111d j;,; .1 grt'ill improvt•mr-nl on tilt' 11ld one. th.mk~ lo 

joh11 Sc.:onre .md .dl who IH'lp<•d. Tl1<• Sllll tJI.llor j, prnving vc·ry 

pupui,H, nnt only wilh rm~mbcrs , f1ut with vbitur~ (m tri .ll 

!( •<..,on ~, if I>.Hl Wt';ltlwr intt'r"fcft'-. with rc-.11 !l ying. rlH,' \\ ,1\'1.' i., 

rl'tu1ning mnH' ol\ c•n, :tnd \H' :1r(' opt•ning nlH \\'ot\'0 l1on•o, into 

the overiH.::Lul dirv.·.1ys ,1 liHit: ITHlr(..' t'rcqU('Illly. J'h.:~nb to 

M<inC'ht•'i l( •t hH<·rrJ.ttior l.tl ior I heir ( o11tifHll'd c o -op(·ro~fi O il. 

W1• illt-. ilhC1111 to lri ::d two diliC'rvnt l,1u1Khin)~ \ .ih!l'"· ,1 .;m,lllt•r 

<: tf'PI o 1w of 4 .2n un, ,fllCI ;J l.t 'N~di.llllt'll ·r polynwr. whi{ h ;., nul 

Oyn<·c·n1.l. it h,,, hccn nkc to S.L'(' the Puch.H L llyi nt: ,Jg,,in. 

1 cunplc.>mt •nting our K-1 h .• 1nd ,uJothcr K-H IJ,~.:, .trr ivecl fnr nur 

(',lfl)' :-.olu pilot~. In f.Kt. il ~-. wt~lum1c homt', ... inn· wt• c1rigin,1ll r 

\IOtJghl it new in I 970. \Vh.1t .1 pl(', IO,tlf(' 11 Wd" to lly thc•n 

( ompLucd wit h the SwJ I/nws; if g.lvt• nw my iivf' hour.. .• 1nd g:Jvp 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Martin Jewel/ of Essex GC being presented with the clubs Merit 

Cup by ifs ch;Jifman. Brian Murphy (Peter Perry) 

\11kt• Aum tnmg ( ,1r11ph~ /l \ h 1 souk m lr i.H1 it•- not U.1d fnr .1 

K-tJ. \Vt· , .. t:!cornl· G nhy t•~u~e ,1 nd Torn lld l. wOO jom U) fn101 

11~ P.uk lmus\f1g th" if lHJ•', .tml Ttllll i · ' w,.fr ume rtddttlt'ln !u 

nu1 01 ~n~ .. Bv lht lrmc tlw; Is in pnnr we .,h~ltl be on our 

summer. se\it'n dJy ;1-Wt'l-k ('P •·ll inn, .Hld this veLu w~ .:m ... 

. .. inlrt)(ludng cour...es (m- th!' pul1I1L. llK·•in, ,,flt'l J ft..: v ·po~rc;' 

.li i'JU11 t'. ob W t 11 t1 -.pc l.1fHoN I c: n~JI'f'S tnr mcmbf'f;;. 

Daw Salmon 

Devon & Somerset (North Hill) 
Till Wl\llhet W.l'- i.1 irlv ~ood lor flvlng J,,o;;J \\ inl( 'f on lhf• whole, 

\\Uh \\',\Vt', llu'tf11.11 ,1ncl lidg<: ..,o,tring pu..,..,i!Jh•. In t\prll, ..:o11 

nhn iiPw In l.1sh.lrn MH·I .1lrno't got h.u k, lancling tlf,,t r 

Clt'\\ ·eme. [.J<;,It'f Wd" cold .md '"'L' did h. m· till' tr·Hih!c· :.tonm , 

nt 1 ntJI -.1' lwion~ th.11 w lw n on(' ol o u1 i.unou .. l)(•f'(h l r<•c•'> 

... uc t umht·fl -.o \\ t ' only h.JV(' two now to con~1d r when w t • 

think ot nur J'fh'lthl " t'V\'ntu.lliti('-." Dc-.pil<' tiK· Q in WL· hilVt.• 

hJcl , tht· Ut•ld hs' lf'Jll,litk d dr) 1l1i-. ~~·.11. A lot oi ww \\.t .tone 

!,.!1,1 ~·t•,u lc •vt.'llillg .ltld nfhng in ho[p.;; .md ,, 1,-,..:;J: IOfC£1: \\'JS ( lue ln 

,,.. doir)~ (urdu::J \Huk ... t.Jrlittg llw '-L'l ond h.lll fir •\prll . llu.• IJijtJ.ll 

n~ I\ { unl .. nlly ,lf p,)rtmn.lk .1nd w t • .1\\•lh thc·ir wpons. Ullf' 

Ex IN Universjt} mc·mhers .uc· h.1vtn~ thtdr own t uurse ill ' onh 

11111 .;,nd wc· .lr pl~tst·rlto JV th ,11 .tl l oi out cownntcr t.'-HJ{'(( .m • 

o~ln·.uly ll•ll)· hooked. VVt· .uc. h.IVIHI-) ,, ,wbt .11 11 tillt·d Jn thc · 

ll.ln~C'f; thi~ \\tll \l llow ,J tfl.U..Ot.osret! vkw oi rh Jlrlll•lrf. whi h 

, .. 111 1 • U'\e(ul t o tnpt1t it ion f ntt •rpri.:;r• ,,. jiJiw h('ld .11 1'-Jorth Hill 

"t.lllUlrt hd)• 5th rill' n iBdlli'><'r i-. ~.uu ly ll.lrrup. \•V<' loiJk torworrd 

to ~·OUI t'lll l il ~ . 

Kayr Al!>ton 

Dorset (Eyres Field) 
i\S h.IH.' ! 1\1 1:,1 other duh-. m 1h1..· UK. wl ' h.l\·t.: ~o.uff< tt•d lrom tht· 

vll~f.lrH• .. o lltw wt..•.Jfht.•r in lhc ~~;:trl~· p.1r1 o i thb )'( '.If. lntl (' t•.trl)' 

\ \,,m h ~tlc• .. , uur duiJhou~ 10oi h.1d dl'lu-.lon!l. th.u 11 w.~-. ,1 

Rll<ll'r. h took oH from tll(· < hlhholl"it ', <.n,vc·d 21! !(•(·\ .md did .1 

~pot Lmrlii1P. ·'~}l i ll"l the :-.idt• nl tlw h.lllJS.lt 1 I he !Ooi. \'\hH b w.1:, 

t·~tenc;ivclv ~trl'nAtlu.•nt·d .ul(/ w au•rprtloit•d ju-.l ,, i(·w y<•;~r< .1go 

l1v our u •-.id(·nt t.nn..,l!ul tion h'.\1'11 of "Tilt' Lillt..'t"'._.. ·• will 1!.1\'t· tu 1)<\ 

c11t into ~"< lion-. to lw ,,. il-.:<•d . Luckily !hen: WJ:, vt.•ry I HI le d.Hn· 

,,~ tu tilt.• roof, 0 1 drWtlll n • l'/-.(', Our 1 .lf p.lt k ll.h lookvd llkt· ,, 

hulldl·r~ nwrc h. nN for mo-.t of M.uch .1nd April. with plh ot' 

RI , IVt'l d t . \t\l' .tw doing li1•ld dr.~in.l ~t· returbi"h!llt·nt. .1 11d h;,Vl' 

ak o h~tl <111 I I'Cr t1nl in.:;t,lllt•d. Thi·. will ht· tnt H. h mort• t Oil\•l'· 

nit•JI\ (or ouf I PC po\\ ( 'JI'd wint h, ,1nd ~uppl~ t! Jj{ g.1~ 11 1 lhu tluh­

hnusc k•td u:~n . i\11 priv,lll' nw1wr-. h.IVl' h<·<·n hu'l~· with the [t\S.'\ 

prt•pi1 t71flnn~. ,Jnd 1!1()..,, ,n(· now illli,hPd !.tpdr1 lfom \h(• P "IWf· 

work, o l ( ourct'J. \t\"'1' \\ Ill o~/1 ht' doing nlltlh mon• .;o,uin!{ tht!. 

~1wn. ~~~ m1r ~ltdt·rs wtll nnw 1ly rnuch hcllct due lo .!I/ rh~:.· 

t• \IJ,l work .uuJ exp• 1f\S P invo1vN.l. wwnt thj·y? 1Th.1t w.l .. ,, juk1•. 

Ollf U\ IJ,)I Ihtlnk') In AI L tho~t invol\·t:_-.1 in rh1 · wt;rJ.., "''nd to our 

(h.1jrm;:1n ,1"d 1h(l t>lhr'l"' who h<Jvc don - the or,g<~nisin,t:t o~nd, Ilk(' 

r-vcryonc l'l~. ' "L' lo<lk forwarcl lo ,1 ~ooc-1, '1(r·. Utlrin~ .('.it'on. 

Colin \·Verman 

Edensoaring (Penrith) 
Ol. R :';l\bO!l hJ-. .lilt~. d) M.ttkd W1llt .1 Otl\lJIHi .t l.'Xf ii.'<Jitinn In 

1 JtfiP.,t! in the t ·orlhcro t ... l~ . .1nd i n M(1y " t~nrilh W~C' " from 

1h~ 1 0\.'V. '\h• ut ~,·Hmii !.Inn undt·r fng.l.1nd\ J;"OlW-iCSl rid·~~ 

June - July 2008 

(_ 10!)) fl'll . Vi~li lf'lh Jlilo ts, indtviclu.dl) or i n groups, willll<' 

wt·komc·lhroughou! thl? ve .. H. plctt~ look ,\1 th~ wch~ite 

n-·ww.<..'f"l('n~o.rrint.; . ( r1.1tk ior the inll ~rm~ll t.Hk W('t'~ pl.lnnv<l. 

Skdling b .m cxrclh ·nt h.1 "' ln')lll w h ich to IO.I.lfl ~.:pit t l i~~hr-.. 

()I to ~ll l {.' r [n~l~lncr .. mnsl heJutit'ul suarin~ in the I .lk(• n i ... tri( '\. 

th· l(•lllpl( 'd. 

Pcte Whitehead 

Essex & Suffolk (Worminglord) 
I ll · :'CJsnn h.h got oli to,, good -.t,HI wi th Silver di"l<~ll t') .md 

I OOkrn le:.~" for rim l nr.:q· ,md Jnhn Kelk. Cnl in llowMcs 

.tch i<"!Vc.:'d hi-. 'i hour ,ulfl Silv< •J ht ·Lght .md BrMI Dr,Jdiord o~dd<·U 

fJ. ·, hum-. In h1" thc rm.1l ·w.Jring rn1,1l {\·,hidt 1111 1 ~1 bP .tpprnJc h­

i n~ m hour-. .l i Jl',\{ly I h i:-. ~(',)"ll lli. t\nd thh w.l ... ~1 11 1111 ()!)(' d.1y! 

,'v1t·,Hl\\'hlk· tlw q •umd winc·h i!. h.H.~ on Slh' .md hoing prep:ln"<i 

!or .a l!llll. o~nd w c· '(Hllillll(' 1t 1 ih· ,1 "IL\'llly 'trt~Hn nf tr i~ll le-.~on~. 

d.1y < our;.cos .tncl gliding vxperi<·nc l' ili~tht.., hoping to wh<•t their 

.lpp,•ti tc..· ior glidil1g L'> rcgltl.lr p.t~ tinw t.Uhl'r th.1n ju-.r .1 on<· tdl 

exp<..'rlentc. Mo:,llluh .mclpriv.ll!' gliclt•rs .ue now sporting tlwir 

!l('W C- rq~i'>!l.l! ion.., ,lnrl W(' .trl' wvl l pwp.m·d . 111d lool-.in~ 

rorw,mlto .1 gr<·. 11 gl iding o;;cw;nn . 

Did Skinnt'r 

Essex (Ridgewell) 
n .>NCI<A t lil:\I IONS to Bob (.:'1-.~ds on hdnH ,lilpointt..•d IJ T 1. 

Boh t,Jkl'" on•r lrom C1'11fi ,\ •\.1rtin. \•V(• \\'i"l ) l~oiJ .lllthtJ I I< "'it in 

h1c. new rolf" 1tnd !hJII~ Gt.·ull )Or tlw huge .1mount nt work he 
h.Js put In ov~->r rh,, ,.e.lr•, Our ttr .1 nk:!> mu!tl ahn ~~~ tu Sut.\ his 

\·'l' iff', inr thf' < o~n,id,·r.lhiP ;unmnu oi wor~ -.ht· h.b rl'1tW. \oVdl 

dntw tn ~le\(' RI •n1u<; in p\1'•-. i n~: lh(' Rron.:cc 1hoory e 'am"' ,)nd t<) 

l lugh 1\1. 1cld. lm~ 011 _.,ucc _sfullv (lpi-shing his C()lllplt!lion ' p~u-.c• 

o1ild ~~l ining hi ... A(, j .. t.mll :.ffUt tor 17lling. \1\nc;t' E.lrl \ .. 'Jhi~II'Y 

go ing on 1n Asslst:-tnl lostnJC\~11' cour.,,-• \•V•~ wish them ~tll every 

-.uc ce-.s. 1.111 !tunes Is <l.1ndin.; dQ\.\'fl 1fl t·r f,C•vt·n ~'f-.11~ a uur 

T• . .'lhni1 ,,f Olfi< er. VVt· th;mk l,1n tor .1ll tl1t V<~f)' h.ud work .1~tri 

(On:siderahh .. Pxp<:rtbe .md ~ruw.•IC!I~e he k t-. give n 1o the t..iuh. 

P.1ol Bou h;p.; !l(•t•n ,lppointL'd <llU nt:w f('LhlliCJI Oflin·r .)lld w P 

wi'h P;ml .llltlll' bt ·-.1 in hi ·· nL..,\' role:. Owing tlw winkr .111 our 

wecl. nd /lymg has nnc .1gain iJN::•fl w ith tho r\n)>t.lilt G ~1 t 

\ .JI\I..,h.tm, .m ,u Jivt•mllilil~' h~1 <;t.~. Tlwit v.15t nlm., ,-ty "'"" ,1 11t'W 

C'XJ1 rit•ntl' for :,emu· of nur JH'\'o l lub nwmhcrs. \Vt• p;~rtilld .Hl) 

enjrtyPd lly111g r\ttgh,l':co K 21:,. \•\'(' th,1nl... tht· lub 101 111<1ki11" us. 

rt•<·l '-O w c•lt. onw. Our A u'V\ in M.-l!'t h W.\. .. \•,t·ll ,l!t<·ndcd .l!ld nur 

r h.)irn1.ln, B1i.111 .\·\wphy. pn.·~nllf•d Tlw I ~ex C liding { luh 1\·kr't 

Ll1p lu MM!ln Jewel I t'nf <ill the h.ml work he h.J ... done. in not 

only •·lliUjo.; 11p Hill' UHHputc·ti,f'd Virludl n i11u , hut .ll"f) !n tlw 

m.l/ly oTher t." k" ht· ho~., undrr1.1kt·n ht· 1ind tile"< t:nt•-, o lht• 

bencii t ut" the c...luh. \ Veil donf', Martin. 

Pel~r Pe.rry 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 
CONGRAfliL<\110i'.S tc1 H1'111.1rd !!Irk,, All':< Sc.~ttndt·r-. dnd 

Adridll R.unwr·ll on stu:c<~s~fu l completion nllhc ir Uronzp Hr1dg('. 

i kmb to SII'Vfl s\ U lld(~r'i;., Johtu1~' Brt)fllf\L .m e! Terry P.lrnt.!lt t)U 

the tn1Jth-m1'dl'd r\-.tir rC'fil The • luh h.b ~~l'l1 .1 hou!ll in 

memht:•,-...h ip due In tlw l l/\1' initi;:nivl· (I cJdt·rship etho~ .md 

.1irpowt•r1 \r,lining d.lY"· \•Vek orm: to lhrf'c nt·w wome n <:;furlcnt-.: 

.V\,Hion, Su:..lll .tnd C.uol. f..!oh St.dl.~rd . Olli1• Chuhhm k ,tnd 1.111 

P. tdgr-11 :tre nii to Sbtcrnn \or -.ome nlollnldin flying. TI1c club 

Please contact for latest 75 page 
Winches, Information and Components 
Booklet. (Also includes many parts for 
non-Skylaunch Winches and Cables, 

Shackles etc.) 

wisht"' c..,rilhJm I rench muc-h <::UCCCS~ in lhf' 1u1ur Jnd rh.111h 

hhn rw h\ h.11 cl ""ufk Jfld r-ht.lf•fy d i'VOIIoll to lit(• fub 

Natalie Day 

Herefordshire (Shobdon) 
I HJ~ i lying .,o t.u th i .. " I H' ill~ h,J., hc·1 ;11 not.dllt• t111 qtl.dity 1.11lwr 

th:m qu.1n11ty, with •' ..;m,l ll numbcr ot VC'I Y g{)od w.I\•C d~1~ > fl" 
\\'(•11 ,,, th<· -.t.tll n t thl' tlwnnd "<'·'"<Hl, l{i\llllH mt·mht•r.., ,md 

\'l"ilor-. trom Bookcr .md London club!- -.nmt• Wl·lconlt' -.o,JIInl+} 

I'Pit• l l,m·ty vi:,itt.:fl u-. t'or ;~n even ing in l1·bw~Hv .1nd }:ttlV~ ,1 

1110-.1 inlnrm.lliH• ;md . 1111U'\ii1}'J, f,JJk, tn.tlnl~· ,lbout hi~ t ' 'jJlOII(; in 

h.~ng-gl idcr". which w.b f'njnyc>il ~~~· n11r own tnf'mllC'r;; .1nd .1 

nu m her irom nc.1rby t luh .... \ VP .1bn hn!:>fCd . .1 L1rge g.Hhc1'lttV, 

in .-\pril (nllll .d l tht• "ltfltlunding c lul'h to prp..,( ·nl the• 0 \ J-\' .. 

prnpn..;-,1!.., nn Mndt• ~ .tnd to hJi<·l llJ('IHI)('r-. on r ·-.pwHimg In tlw 

um~ult.lt iiHl. ,\t\of'c• th.Hl 70 peopll' '>Cjlll't'/C'd i11lll our ( .tntc·cn 

.md w1· h.ul ,, u:-o(• r'11l rl i9 ll"qon .J..;.;;i..;tl'd hr ,\ndy (~ r l·t ·mvcK ld, tht• 

Cf\r\ 'o, l on,uho~nt tJil Modc• S. 

1Jian.1 King 

Highland (Easterton) 
riRSTLY Jnd ll'l1X l in1pnrldnth. l lC.C muslth.Hl k Stu¥11\..l}'lor for 

hi.., un:>llnti 1g I ud wtui. 111 c .. ~r ry iq~ m Jl t:.AS.\ o l A \'<'Urk. 

Studt! .d~u ton~ tirnt· o tf work to 1,1k{· th<·lu~ thfOttAh it' .1ni1Hdl 

inspt'll ion. Rnh<-"rt T.1it. uu1 Cfl. i!. ,t!w.ty:- lnol..mg t'w nt-.'\\' w J.v" 

In in:-pi re .nulc.:·dut .tit• u.., hi-. Frid.1y <'Jll,lilto tlttb n1PI11ht=f' 

nm rnc lurles mctcnrtlloa,icJI torrc.lsts for the weeken d . ..1lonH 

with . n ~~"'p l .1f1"1 itJfl ol wh.11 tlt t:') lllt '.H\ in l<·rrt1' ul ~-:,. n11g. 11"!!.' 

RT lir<'ncf' stucly grnup h.h m,HJ~· goo<l pmgrt .., o~nd -.hould h,1\'' ' 
rl:.'ilchcd J ~ucct ~t u I t mKil1~ion hv the limt' th1s: rt.'~lcht prirn 

th.mk-. to IUflJ(, . 1n11111 Cm! of lnvc rnt.,.\ ATC Our -J\ 1M UKJ.I.. 

pl.._,l t· in 1\'\,Ht h ,1nd (!i!)(1 '"";on in< ludr'<lthf' fu1un· ot lh(· S< , 

Jnd wh.u {11 .ltwlhinf\) shouic:lu·'p l:-.cc lhe • GA ASI t ~ Anothet 

lh4 •tfl!1 w.l' llw t.Jf"Vt"lu1mwn1 <.Ji 1 fl1r ' lub, ntl !hc• *Nt~w \ ·•Y• of 
runninJt th<' !lying li,., w;~s vo tcti .1 litl.mir'IHIU\ ~ln,n . ~Obl'r1 T.lil 

~1bn rf"VPalr\fllhat SJuJrl Nil)1h >~ i .. tun~oidt-'tit1}\ tunning ~1 J.;ltdin£t 

lnlsinQ<\5 t'r11m Luh·rt n. whi1 h W(Jtdd tn:)l1• 1! p< ~ 1h ll' lot tly in~ 

to take r l.1n-' on .'tn)' day Ol th(' \\('(•l... Phi! l't·I11(N' Jf'hl ·d ftt ,n l 

thl' t iG Ud IJo.1rd ,1ilc1 lll.ll'l~ Vf'M~ ol dcdl<'711cd SN'Vttc ;mil 

Glcnd,1 CPwg(• w.1~ .1ppoin11'd ·"' .t nt'w din•t lor. fin.tll\ . And~' 

.111d Cl<·ncb'-. .;h(l! ! rvrril·Ve ifomthe hc tflo1n o i 1l1c f~()llll'~ 1'1dgc 

dt!-.t•rvt·' nwntion. I he fi£•1d musl h;"~V(.• lnnk<'ii R'<'•"'t from thP air; 

huwt•vt•r, llom ~~ und fe\o\~1 it!< defining ch.uaLh'1'1'"1!t. wao; th,11 it 

h.1tf bl'~ll hiWJ o111~ '!!pread With lhC' ful('~f orp,._tl11( fer1J ij_ser, Tre•\1) 

t'10m the tu\'.t. il'hlnks to illl those whu hrJvt.'tllh~ le.'loti ng 

( Ulldllinns lO fC'Iurn tlw K-.l l .. ,,ft· l~r In r.,S"It'\lqn 

John Thomson 

Kestrel (RAF Odiham) 
WI IJi\!1 SI >AY .1ftr'rnnon R,ildinF! ha.;; r,.t~u t :xl once more, .lUr.lcting 

J number ot new membt.·J~. Weelo.day L"'l(•t)lnB .:tt..li\ily u~in~ the 

1)10t()l ~l ider h.t> . t l~o .::.lMI I . idt•d hy tlw .J rriv,ll of ·l Jl("\v llw l 

hO\>\'$CC. while ,H~Jn(/)w - ~till new !(Ill .1l1cr thl' prL'vinu~ly 

t€1'lOr1cd gap - i:-. fl .wour o( tlw 11101 11h wtth .ill . H.Hry S,•,tly h.l'-

t ornp <'f.N:I hb HI< Hilt' JWPII d11ilt' B,, . J .md t/a1 Tu d~1r d uh 

.:;o< i.d t.•vt..•ning.., .1rc pro\111g: poptdat. Our nv\'.· l;:tun<.hpc.1in1 

vchi~.; l t.:. i.., nco~ring tnmpl<·ho tl .111d d1~Htk. lo ,ill io1 th<.: grou11d 

work!. l'fl, lhlin~ powN tn h<· l.1 id to ih p.ltking ,1w,1, 

Nl'i l Armstrong 

ANOTHER WINCH JUST OELIVEREO TO AERO CLUB OE COLOMBIA 

Tel.: 44(0) 1939·235845 Fax: 44(0) 1939·234059 www.skylaunchuk.com 
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Club focus 

AS ITS name suggests, the Scottish Gliding Union 
(SGU) was formed when a number of clubs in 
Scotland amalgamated. Initially these clubs were 
based around the Glasgow area and the first part of 
the " Union" was formed primarily from the Glasgow 
Gliding Club in 1934. Three years later the merger 
was extended to include the Fyfeshire GC. 
Following a break during the war, the club settled at 
Balado airfield until 1957, when it moved to 
Portmoak. Being deally positioned to Utilise ridge 
soaring on Bishop Hill and Benarty Hill, as well as 
all-year-round wave, it quickly established itself as 
a premier site in Scotland and a number of soaring 
records have been achieved from Portmoak. 
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As the ch:Jb expanded, Edinburgh University GC 
took up residence and, soon after, Walking On Air 
was set up to cater for disabled pilots and, towards 
the end of the 1990s, the site at Portmoak became 
known as the Scottish Gliding Centre. 

Present-day facilities at the club include on-site 
accommodation, caravan site and excellent food 
and beverages. With over 80 gliders on site, there is 
always a steady stream of visitors and, most years, 
we see the RAF Gliding School in operation during 
the summer months. In view of this, it is strongly 
recommended that visitors contact us in advance 
so that we can do our best to accommodate them. 

Recent years have seen our pilots successfully 

At a glance 
Full flying membership: £275 pa 

Launch type: Aerotow and winch 

Club fleet: 
DG-505, K-21s, Juniors, Discus. -8 

Instructors/full flying members: 15 

Type of lift: Ridge, wave and thermais 

Operates: all year round 

Other: Accommodation and meals on site 

Contact: 01592 840543 
office@scoltishglidingcentre. eo. uk 

www.scottishglidingcentre.co.uk 

56211 ' 60"N 032 19'19" W 

challenge for BGA silverware: 2007 was a particu­
larly good year when John Williams and Kevin Hook 
took away six awards between them. John also took 
an Online Contest award to beat the strongest com­
petition in Europe, and all of this was done by flying 
in Scotland from Portmoak. 

Although we have some restrictions due to the 
proximity of airways 8226 and P600, we have local 
agreements with Scottish TMA so local briefings 
from our CFI or one of his instructors are essential 
before setting off on cross-country flights. 

We hope to publish A History of the Scottish 
Gliding Union towards the end of 2008 so contact 
us to get your name on the list. /an Easson 

Two smiles in one flight 
"Monday, April 21 is one /'// remember," writes John 
Williams. "No records. no big ladder scores, just a flight 
that made me smile in different ways at different times. I'd 
spent the morning fettling. updated Flarm and needed an 
excuse to fly in a strong easterly off the North Sea in a 
sky that looked well overdeveloped - low cloud and big 
showers in the hills. A suggestion of a local cfoudstreet 
would do. That street was real, and as it led inland it rose 
just high enough to skim over the Ochil hills and towards 
Loch Lomond: 57 minutes later I was back at site. having 
done 130km out and return without a single thermal turn, 
the best Scottish street I've seen. Smile number one. 

Running back downwind under the same street was 
too tempting, this time on across Loch Lomond (on the 
distant right of the photo) to Loch Goil and deep into the 
hills. Turning for home, I saw top cover killing off the direct 
route: a diversion to sunny slopes over and north of Loch 
Katrine was needed. Down to 2.000ft in interesting terrain 
- major tempo change. Concentrate, stay calm and 
consider the options-yes. I can cross that col/ to the next 
piece of ridge lying nicely to the wind - it should lead 
uphill to bigger slopes and sunshine. Arrive low-ish on the 
slope, turbulence. bump, good lift, turn for another beat. 
That's when I saw him, same height, almost same speed, 
working the same air. When you fly with a golden eagle 
there is never a doubt about whether its an eagle or a 
buzzard, you just know. We simply flew together. it was 
like sharing a narrow thermal with the pilot you respect 
and trust most, neither feeling threatened by the 
presence of the other. just using the air to do what we 
both wanted. Two intimate minutes with a master. After 
1 ,OOOft we went our separate ways, but that second smile 
of the flight was deeper and longer than the first ... 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:www.scottishglidingcentre.co.uk
mailto:office@scollishglidingcentre.co.uk


Club news 
London (Dunstable) 
CO"Gf.!,\1 JL\1101\:S to lldt·n lone..,, D,1v1d Hid<..,, :md IJ~wid 

( nndon on tlt lti('\'i llg fi r .. t .:;,olo ,uHito ~l<·ve Mwde< .1i t1nd D.we 

.~rl< ·n fm thc·ir !'ilv(·t dur.1tion I light!). riH· D.111 Smith Mc'IHlHi.tl 

lrnphy ,Jcmh.tli "< ompC'I ition w.r~ ldc~~cd w1ltl good Wt\'\thcr. 

w lltl Guy \Vc_:..tgJh' winnim~ m·1•r,111 .1nrl l,m C.dl.tr-het w inninr; 

lw l/c1phy th.u ; ... . \w,wl<·rl tu tiH• h1~hc.:':!l pi~Kt'C I sport .. pii(J! 

Our w•ry nwn ~ll'f.m Astlc\' c-.tmc "econd in I ne IK..•ginnc.·r'> I,1 .;,S. 

,\(•rnh,ll il .. tr~1ini n~ t,lk<·.., pi.He t•v.,:ry \ W•dne ... d,J ~' PVt•n ing 

lhmughnul l hc.:· ~llllllll <'r. Tlw 1\l~l ·k .u~wh.ll i < ~ 1 up <.u mp<•tit ion, 

!m I.Cr mcmh~_.·r ... l<tkc"- pi;.((' nr1 thl' ,.,,r:~kc•nd or' July ~- h.Tht.' 

cluhhmh<' r<·furhi ... hn1<.'1ll h;:b ' omm(•ncc·c{ wi1h !ll'\\' plumhinH 

ollld 1"11',\lill~ IJL!'I in trmt• ](Jf lht• 't-Uhll lt'f ). t\ 'ol.~r pdn<·l h.l .. IH'('ll 

111~Mih:'d, ~upportii'1A our "R'C('rl · proulc. ,'v\('.Hlwhilt • om Rnhin 

Dl\400 l.u" . (lllnlf tl}v X·R~lr lndi. t, h. ts r<'lurm;.·d from ,1 tot,\ I n . .-(w . 

bi,h•w;nt . . md l ot~ :... ''XIn"111cly nl•lrl in il.s new livt·ry .md n·g: 

( ··Ll ,CC (I() 1.!0 ' ' tth nm o1hcr tu~ ChMU~ Aiph.1 .H1d Cht1dh-' 

Hr.1\Ut. ur ~-..! I , rHJ\\' --CI13V, bJ' u: turned irnm rP-fini,.hing in 

1-'ul.md. lh(· "(hr~1 f ,lrL.rm" !<l(Jk pl.tt.t: on t\ pril l(J ;tnd l' nll1lJ1fl•d 

lively dl'h.Hc ,dJoutth(• fUIUIC development nl the club. O n 

~.uvrd.Jy Jum• 14 \\t' .JTc• holding J "Girl" gc•t Gliding" d.l}'· npen 

to olrly r!tn ,,itdJ g . Our nt) -c nunt ry \.1::-k wc•c•k i') July 10-17 

.md lhe Ounst~ riJIC Rettionals UHUSl 16-.14 . 

Andrew Sampson 

Mendip (Halesland) 
I Oll 0 \VIi\.G .1 ~low -.l.l ll . th!! o!ipnn' rhermfl iS ho;t\' · ~ •turn 

\\hiLh hJo; f{••t-uhed tn ~Jmc good \CJ:Iftng. \·\·'(•ll don ~ fCJ , \ick. 

I on~hwo:.t And~ \!Vhit<man and Terry l l.111un, who h.l\'c llll 

~lltl~t:d l fl l.tl d their ~fjrJ ·rs m IOLdl fi& •l• l~ .tit •r f.tiltng In s~~ 

l~1t k to ... rte I. r\ i{ ularly for .A.ndy's c.llm1S rf'l gefttng thf' K lfC'L 

hii fctrlt:ve L. utd Kovv 1111t.llhf' local fJnn~:~r'' I dnd Rover stuc.:.k in 

tlu· wmtrl)' fil'lcl ' \oVdl r!on · to 11Pf ( ,, Kwn ior rr-<nlui ~~ ,,nt.•r J 

re< <~11 op 'r,llion ilnd to L.1une 1\·nm~l', wno h • .~s ~~t~o TL~Iocd. 

Pn .. 'l)IIT.Uion, J rt' wel l uncll'' \·\.w icl! tllf' ... ummer .;r.,l~fln with 

ub i(/ifio Wl'.Ck o. .. Ul trS. h('inlj pl ilnfu•d r(lf Au ll ... l 

Terry Hallon 

Midland (The Long Mynd) 
I februJ.ry th<• tH,Iw~annu.d dub f'X(>('(II\ron to 1.1c1 took pl;u~C'. 

T\Vt l ~1idfr"l:; f"n'.lm tn.• M~·•1d ' 'Y(',' h 1 rr'l;'!d .1ncl )to.\ J rtd ,] uomme 

1U Wl 'rll llfHi ,. it r-,wn powrr llnll1 SlcLlp. lltc Su:.·rmn(! tunk ttHl'l ' 

dJY' to get lhere, n~sin~ thr 11yn ·nC<l"b tn ~lnnnu.; ..-unshan(l :Hll l 

ii" • d.t~" lt, bt..'l bJd, \\ lth nunte'u'.._.. (Jd.ws ior bad wt·atht•• 

httJII)· h.1ving ' ' rl lvt\n tn lc•lc c_,;;;IN Tht· "Cl;un I .u rl thirrl wt'f'k.> 

in ~il in pn:HJLU.t'tl ,AOoll n rthcrlr w.wc w 1th 1il~hts up to nenrly 

2{).00(1jl. At thr- t>ncl uf ,'v\.uch w (> h.ld ,, vi, it hont I B pii'H' f•·nm 

three clubs 1n l lnl ltlnd. The DUI h h41H: been r..::·~lJ IJr vis.110 1 

!or lhc la5.t eight y ar::. .'lnd .lfe very enthu~aa tic ul>out bui'IS£")' 

Luu\ftun~~· nlb y ·tu, out ut Jbnul rnn fl ighrs.. ,,,c m~lnagL'll 57 
hungc·y l.nmrhcs wuh l"Vl"rythrng from ;,n I -l In .1 T2 1 I •rng 

C.li.:Jpulll'd uti th side ol TI' '1'-'lvnJ {St."C JJ34). Our LOllrSC Sctl~.;n 

q,rt l,,d .\g.J in '"l M.1r1 h 17 anrl on tht• {,i\UIL' d.•y )ilnu'"' A::.hr• fltt.\Y 

rM 1r<.1 1 ookm { •o~"·< uuntry n r th • y ·ar '" his p n 1rrus 

Sleven Gunn-Russell 

Nene Valley (Upwood) 
n lE JnnuJI dinner '\,1w lh<· CH '" Award go to Ari.m r.llmN. the 

( h.tim'l.m' J\w.m'l fr 1 Phi! Al•·x,llld<'l. the ,\lt.l ro:h,ll P.1pwon h Ros(• 

Bowl to rreVol N.L .. h. lht: Croso:~ I)Uil lry old Aw.rr<'i tu John 

Yrmng .111d SlC\C )..Jf'V' th(' ( fOS'S·(t.Htntry l)ilvPr Aw.ud In P.wl 

D ,llv, ,1 11d the Lilt·':, a S·•• J\\\:lrd to Brmn P.1lrner .m d ,\ndy 

Ct1Hi th<... At ih • I: CM in Apnltt \\71" 1, • ide to bring in ,1 hooking 

syc;tem for vou1 hur .md frainlng lhghh, umr.· ~lo t ... Wl'rt· ,JII()( rllt··d 

jor ched il ight!! J nd Jdv;mc d trtJtnins:; \l\l ith the !1l'\·V l lymg 1).1y 

p l.m roming into for((• on May 3, a recruitm nt l".l llll.ltlign for 

new nwmh{'rS h<'gm:;. 

Dave Manslield 

North Wales (Liantysilio) 
\·VI I I our Y".lr gnt olf to <1 "ilyi n~( stJrl w ilh <:onw exu~llcnt d.l)'" 

during ).1nu.uy .md Fchru.-Hv hut Ji · 111Kt' /\·1,lnh l.Hnf·ln l ikt• .1 

lion .:md wt·nl out like .. 1 IKmC :, givtl)g 11, lot ... oi "P·HP time !m 

tho:.c juh' th.tt go on !hP h.Kk burn<::r during gnod lly111S \\'C'Ck· 

t-'nck \\le h.lvt• 1 h,lngNf tyrr"' on 1rilttor;:, renw v(•d in,trtrnll'nl" to 

log 111odcl rHrmllers to lulfil the new EASA nr!(·~, MHl donc· murh 

ptt•p.lr.lltlry work t'or 1.151 JPfHOJLhi rl~ Cs o f:\ "0 ·'' 1t-.1~t IlK• tinw 

w,t!-1 not .11! wd::-ted .tnd h" '' gcw)(l tn sr·c •,o m;-rnr nwrnh<.•f1. 

turn i n~ up to work r·vf'l1 thou~h lhc;o wildest optim i"t knew thl'fl' 

wmrld lw I ill le h .. m< c f)i 11~ OS. \.Vt: Jlso f1 •Id nur 1\ GM in tvt~w:h: 

it w,,., wl'll .liiPndPd <~ nd he rqlor given by our new (I'JSUff•r 

and the en were ll)J~n iiiceml~' prescntrd, the· .annuill trophies 

W('t~ .1!"0 given f<H tlw m.1ny arJrie-,;om('nts .md hJ.rd work, <wcr 

he }'•'dr1 ( li rlw r L' t ipir•nt ~ \·\.Jhilt· il i ,,\w.1y., ),HI to le;, m n tht­

dtmisc o t ~1 te.Hov. club .n !coast wt: h LI\te lx.'(~fl .1biP t.n ''clcome 

soln[' n i rhe PX~rm~HIIet., 1mm Dt•nhigh, 1'111 "U i l' Jht:r \\i ll ht.:: a 

grc..lt JS.t.CI n nrlh \'\f.tll~, tlmu~h for two or three n( them il i 

1no•e J u1se or< oming home Js they h11d been mcrnbcr'- ut our 

club in the pa~l. 

Brian Williams 

Oxford (Weston on the Green) 
I Hf workshQp hil ... SCf'n fra nt1 Jclivity with ndd .. !lho.lped V In) I 

oth .. ut,.; strewn .11 1 uver the !10< 11 f~!.>. taces and even aircr..il il . 

pH'v iousl> pri')tin• • unl>lc>mi,.hc"<l " lu1r•r h;Wt' UccomP s:pbu •red 

wtlh G rtag i~fl<lt inns. fh1· (~p'filn, Sky1.1 rk ,1 nd Oily owners . t \'f' 

h('(ln lrJOktn~ In rtnd chucklinJ:t. O nl' or our K-lls h.l.S reappc,Hed 

... .,.ith .1 \ : of A .mci d quitf" unt-);!JLlCtt:d lJiue taluw ~ lw tne - it 

11c.r;rns the pJ trll \\'tlS <Ill oiler 1n l38,·Q . ~c)n lc good L·arly :-<•;-,~on 

t{JJri n.g \V, j <, fll.lrr('d h) r~l'\f( •r, which ,11\\' rilill .uld wind~. 

.tit hough ,1 h~1rdy few did flld fJ.tge to .w i.1IP. A numhPr <.i our 

pllo~So <lltmded the Sutlnn H.1nk pilnh' d<::vL·Ioprnenl \\vekt:nd 

- I ~.Jthcr s.nnwshot~ w•·rt·mo r<: -,.ult.lhlt• W1),1r thiln ..;odrin • h~ll ... ~ 

Mor~ igniii(',mf OPW':o I~ rhe propo~~n I I OI!W...rl, whirh it l t J.;OL"i 

.1h('..ld w ill ohl iteral our .1irfJeld .md m.a11y :;;urrounding acr 5 -

iur more d taUs "''e f>r; . 

Neil Swlnlon 

Peterborough & Spalding (Crowland) 
WL h.l\'t' r 4\llll"'f1JCI Ih • ln!N < luh I (·•Jguv thr" y~.1r t[u.,h.:rrr 

L '.lAU ~1 -.111 rverll we have bcl'rl ,ilJSCJll twn1 tor d few "(\_l,.nns.. 

W dlSo h,l\ ol numl1u ui fl 'Jlf of S1lvL·r S.1dg<" hPidc~. S(:l 

hopefully )()me "'!i ll pJr'li•~ qxl ,~, \Yh i h will hl..Jp in p tl"hing tht:rn-

lv · a IIUI" harder ~u1d gi' \ them J t.l"l f' o l romp('.llll\~ tly•ng. 
W ·\\'il l he di-,_pl.1yin).!. ,, •lidcr ~n l'cttorho rough L it)' r.cnlu..:. 

tt .,thcodral . 'IU~rf.•t nn Jul}1 2 This wil l. we ho~. ~n 'fill " lnt 

o ( 111\CrCSI Jnd hc:Jp prornutC. out OfX!n Ck1\• pltmned tor J\ug_usl L 

V...1f'. h.!V(' .!lt<to hooktd fh(• a A Hl idm l ')imub lor jU~t In .ts~ 

M<Jther ~Jture ~~~~~ hc:r own idL\JS! lt ihNP ollf' ~·ny o!ht_•f BGA 

tlub members u ·.1ding I hi". w hn h.we lri('ncl, .md io~n •ily n lthn~~ 

in our M<':J. c,w you p lt".lSt.' f'-h' on u m open cl.1y d~t.J U• . .r TllCn· 

will h(:.• ,1 big !'rir·ndly we I< Ollll' .1w.1iling th<'m. ( ongr.ltUIJtion~ to 

1'\J.ll .lli(' ! l<·o~m , who r~ <'lllly w<·nt 1:1olu. \ Vdl dorll', i\',H, ,1nd l '111 

dis .. lppol tlll.'rl I \\',l"i!l' l \ h('f(' to w itlll'S' t1 ol lld get ,\ irL't.' ht.~l ~ 

Merv Bull 

Portsmouth Naval (Lee on Solent) 
rr~~ ht'{' fl ,\ hu' y tim<''. I ,l\11\Ch r.lh~ h.we ht't.'n •;i ron~, .tnd C..1 1 

h.rvt:.• the t:.1rly ApriltiH·rn1.1h wirh .Hicmpb ,11 \·,u iou=" h .. Hlgv 

< l;1im.., h<:ginning. Tlw .mnu.1l dinncr-d.nu. t· ,11 ll.'v\~ ('nll i n~Wflod 

wLb <·n joy.1hk·, I hough .... HII~1 m.ml'd hv our Llu!J m.Jn.Jger Tun) 

\<Vorld - hrt•,lking h1 ..; lq~ h.HIIy. lnny i o;, now n~rowcing -.lowly, 

1Ju1 hi' .drhorne pr<·s<-·nn· .md <·nsuing LlllCLdotl'~ .IH' nmch 

mi..:q ·d ~ Cluh nwmh<•f'\ l<>an .and f.!f>b rn.lrrit.·d - ( ongr.uui.Jtion:, In 

\1\(•m. ( )ur rub ! I ('1). o ... L.Ir i' nnw ~l·rv itl\lhl<· Ll gd ill ,l fh·r ,L long 

rebui ld by IJ,JVl' Murr.1y. PlcJ.;inglr w<' h.Lv<: now moved into ,'J 

l.1rger. he!ler 1... I L•hhor t~· on :.il<', df!<·r rnud1 rw 'uliL~Iior l wilh Ollf 

1.1ndlnr<k l·:u ly pril ~;:~w u~ c nmpk·tt· o ur w .. t~·r "'-!,"'·'' \r,unrng 

< ouN·, ;wd we .rrc looking iorw,mlto ,J iour·\H'C'k l~N(,SA <'"IR~ 

dil ion lo 0 .mo~ in Jurw. 0Hr A.(;,vt \\.ol' \\ •tl ,ntt.mdcd ,1nd 1111'!1 

bers hc.Jfd c nco luaging reports n n ('IUr IIJture imm 1 lck L • .nnht.:rt. 

J\\"Jfr1s or trophirs wrr(• prcsenu·d 1o ftuJ.tthart ~locklcY . .'J~1 thL111 

luidll', \l it k I .1mb( I\ R)o,~n Milt Nl:'.il rntv DtJ1 , Ion, M.1rk 

Holrlcn, I r;m Aitkcn. l.ll l ftr rncr. D .tv•cl Mun.t)', John ~ lale~ 

Jnd Ncll Sha.w (t\\oHl t l l<'HJ~h ;-..; i l ro.tllv did think Ben BennNI 

w~\5 ntOfP rl ·rvinR ()f tht · RK frnphy. 

Nell Shaw 

Rattlesden (Rattlesden) 
CONGRJ\T l ;\ liCJr '.S H; 1-!ogt'r Conce onco of our youth pdc)lr.,. 

on v,nlng ~oln <J il I chmMy .2.4. \ V :dn dJy, l"clln.J.) r) 2.7 was " 
grr il t di1)' wi th ""rril oomhb Mid. N1rholl\o .tnri $f>.1n licholl!f 

h.wing rl ighiS of 10 nln'll.lte. nr more tm.vilrds their 6rcm 7c 

B.ltlW'" .SuhmlJ} Mard1 U was. ttul; ~t nd u my n1ght S._un 

\IVr M;Klg .. uc \\'.b qtli7mas t•r, . 1hl~ o~ 'i:ah,tOO hy ~'>J¥'' CNI •· lh, 
winnt.;r·~ fnr thl' second yc·;1r wC're llw ' ( ouch Pn t,1toe<' con111~11ng 

ot' /uli.tn .tnd Yvoruu· \Vnod, P('tt·' .1nd )~Jf' H.1ni u n ,u'ld Crah.ln1 

Drc·,n•ry. ( nngr.Httl.lthln:; to Mu k .md r:m 1rl101l·. on p.l~ing 

lht?ir Brof!L(' p~l ptro.:. . 

Helen Page 

Scottish Glid ing Union (Portmoak) 
SPRIN( _, '>prung >OOK' l_:.OI.K1 \hi\'C' d,Jyl;; .tl Purtmo.Ik rhh H ',lf, 

V1.s~lors f,om Bowl.1nrll nrcsl ~nrl IJin·~tcr wen! hqmC' wi h h.1dg: • 

C"li!irn lnrm s fi rmlY' dutch~. ~mifcs un tiPir fCJLCS dnd, in ()ne• !J I 

1\ \oO ' il!t.f'<;. "·1£Ut' rn('mmiv) of Sing lP M.\h. (hu <;urn m ~ · cour.:;e\ 

~lrt' 111hng up {, ,q ~v. if ynu ~~ re intt· t\'d, rf'memlw r tn hotlk 

t'..ll ly. Slevo DC'rv.tin' s I S7 {WA2l .1frivet:i on silt• c.Hiv in the v l\1 

anrl hr·' nd j()l' fl hf'l' Lnrnplf':~ I he I'MIId-<ntWOi moth tu I he 
ruddcr mechanism. St<'V(' bC't.""JI'llC fh0 fif)f d''i!hk·d pilot to g.1in .1 

Bl rating J l f\llh11f1J k .md wP. It)uk forw.ud ltl ~~In~ hinl c..ornpct 

ing fnr ' luh IJrldC'f poinh. Odwr iiC ltl ·vt~1Wnf t..inct• I. t ~ut:• 

includ<• ~~ ('fl UJII f o;;olm. 1VI,turh c· \•Vi ll r~llll' i ( ro!>5-Cnunlry 

lndoN'ITIC'ntl. Alan Gtll.lndQP. ISilv<.'r dn1.1tiont Sco11 H;udie 

(Srlvt·r clh.t.JflLl'l, G;,rr} Simso n J"• lwr R.1 fct• ,and rmn ... IUI} 

iin.:r lly llcw i l lkm tn ( nmpd t· !lw . ilvN B.1d~e (M.~ p24' 

lan Easson 

fly the Vale of York 

• Tarmac & grass runways • No airspace restrictions • 2 Pawnee tugs • Winch • Expeditions welcome 
• Fleet: 2 x K13, Acro 3 and OG505, 2 seaters, Astir, Junior and KB single seaters • Motor glider for faster glider 
training • Approved site for glider pilot NPPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces • Full time staff 7 day 
operation • 1-5 day courses available • Fixed price to solo £1,300.00 (aerotow, motorglider and winch) 

Rullorth Airfield, York Tel: 01904 738694 Fox: 01904 738109 email: ollice@yorkglidingcentre_co.uk www.yorkglidingcentre.co.uk 

June - July 2008 

York Gliding 
Centre 
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Club news 

~ Shalbourne (Rivar Hill) 
\•V~ might not hJV(' put in ,111 <1ppcar.HKC in Club News (or ~1 

while.~ hut we're ~t ill here. V\.1 · ,ne plea!'cd to (ungr.thJLllt· our 

three recent fi r 1 ~oln.,- ( IH'I OM5 •nl, ;md our 1\\0 junior 

mc rnbcrs JV1ar!}11l Tobin rmd tv,all John!;tOn (w ith th.mk~ to the 

rohn !rust for financial ;p),sl~t.Jnce) . • dong with wver.1l rrturn-

3fter I'Xt ·nded breaks rrorn gfirling. V\lt' 11.1\'e had Otlt' t.Ji Ullf 

Tost wmchcs refurbishL-d and modified hy Skyl:u.mch w11h very 

p!e.t.SII1g · ~ult~- we now h;lw: .1 lrs mJinll"nilnc inll'tJ::t il({' 

rn&.~m of t~chicvm~J our tamous l .OOOft launrhe~. Thanks to Uoug 

Ack•m;;, who left ll~ hi ... Me7 when he n1uved JwJy, and to 

o vuld CC for lending u .. u K-H wtpn ours was fpund tn h.avt• 

xpen5•ve probleJrJs. Boh Boyd IS now our CI-I a5 iSh-'<':1 by Co1ml 

Pike.. On IJ1c ornmlllfaC, we- w.-•lcomc Col in B.lines in th~ chJir, 

.wd Chn Hes~Pnt .t\> sec-rl"-'t i'lry, With Steve BMber rt511,lirllng Oh 

tr surer ond supported by Phi! Morgan, i\km dlll lde~~ JJ rnes 

VV.11ters :md Chri~ Keuling. Our Td ... k WP't;l'k rttn-. fm m lldy 1.7 to 

;\ugusl 3. Why not LOm • .1kmg .11 d enjoy i1 Sh;,lbournf• welcomt! 

~nd •. 1 chJnge of .;c ncry ? 

Colin Baines 

Shenington (Edgehill) 
ou~ AGM O il ~AHCh :n \\'d ... W<·ll ctll('11d<.'d b~l th(.' 11\l'.fl'lh~r~ .lnd 

provoked !!Onlt' livl'ly ck·b.th.'. t\ vol<' nf th:1nks w.t!-> mo~de tn nur 

LILJt~oing j)f '">idC'nt, l)nn Birk..,, vvho r(•lul!Jntly annOllllCt'd his 

ll·l i r ment Thnnks, D on, (o r .dl yonr \'d)rk .tnd 5uppo rt for the 

cluh (h'Pr mnnr ~c·~tr'). 1\<qu isi tl(lll 0 " K-2 1 to rcp l.tC'e Ullf' Twin 

t~tir wee. also nnnuwH;e rl to bolster lllJt tic t Jnd i ncn~a:.e cros -

UHJt\t Hti l i..,,lt ion. V\/1! ,.!]._o Wf'l<"<IIIW b.JLk Brunn cllld i11, whO 

h.:tv<· rcn~ntly rt.:!urned ~1s member" .tltcr .1 spell ('l"cwhcrc 

f"hanks to l.mdlord P.1ul Cillb:,, !IH' rtirii(•ld i::, in good condition 

<1f1e:r !he wintl'.r (1nd tOfllinuf•..; to lw ..J ivc•ly u !Cl durin' !he 

week, with d.Jy and w kly cour well supported . \•Vork on our 

workshop to m<"'t~t l:ASA rcquircmcnb i!~ ,JbO wel l under w.1y. 

I ooking .tlwMl, we h,!Vt' two t.1sk w ·~ks p!,1n1wd ior June <). J 'i 

;:1nd August 9 ·1 'i, 1\-\,Hy'!!~ fourth of July l~uty ($.Jiurday, July -!i ) 

Jnd our \•V<Jodt:.n Shipc-. c-omp (Aug 2Y·S(•pl 1) ,15 w ell J:, 

f( turn vi-.its irom Hnwl.md Furrc·~l, Lines GC ,Hid Porrmo,)k. 

All wekomt•! 

Geoff Purcell 

Southdown (Parham) 
'O UTHIJO\•\'N < ontinucs to .SLlpport tht• KSPU\ const'rWlf ion 

project.-,, .md rhc reslllring publ iLity does wonder<; ior n-c.ru ilmcnt. 

,\\c•ndian TV screened .1 gliding sequ ne<• r :ccntly, i(',1turing the 

na!UrJiisl Chri:. P.u kh.1m. He was given c1 bird's eye view of the 

Pulborm1gh \•Vi ld Krook..,, .tnd w,g c lt·arly dclightt•d to find h im­

self in the• tompany oi 11 Red Kite ,, c~•~c o r" ~crc.ndipity, p<•r­

h;lp:,? Sky TV h,1s .1lso rl<·votc.:d .1 progr.lmnH· to .,porting opportu­

niti ~ ior youn!{ pt"'Oplc.:, .1nd gliding Wtl" givt'n .1 chJnce to n.:c1ch 

a wide ~Judicncc. Thf' prinw mover in ;dl thi.., wJ~ <)llr public 

re.ldtions oifiu·r lu!i,\n 1/irchco('t... who b now r<~tiri ng exhduSI<.'d 

,1 it0r <1 vt'ry "ur.c.rs,ful term in u liic<·. D uring the winter, ... omt• 

mcmbf'r~ r"wm Bookcr .md L,l:,hdOI h.we llc'C·n foining us fur some 

ridge-running expf•rit:'nct•. J-\!1 111'- l-3uch;,nan and Juli.w Hih.hllx k 
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Left: Roger 
Coffee, from 
Rattlesden, 
went solo on 
February 24 

Right: 
Graham 

Turner in the 
Vale of the 

White Horse 
GC's Maule, 
towing Clare 
Knock in her 
ASW15binto 

the late 
afternoon 

sky 

~t't .t po~rlit:u l,Hiy iine cx~!mplt-: with ,1 SOOkm i l iHht in a DC-1 000. 

l~ul fntche hLI' been invited to train with tht' Bri llshTcJm in 

M~1y; w~ wbh h im CVt '')' su<,: es . The VinluHe G lider Club will b -· 

11111king ~~ wc-trrmu· n•turn htwr thic; spring, tollmving th<~ f3:,:~ SI( 

Instructor" ' cours-e .1rrangcd ior tho::,e in our rt.:>gion. \•Vc h.wc two 

nr w machines on ..;itc: ,, Kestrel and ,, NimhL"'- rh<~ former h~ts 

l>etn hi l~mfHln~ in it!- tr,Iikr for lh<: p . .)st 12 ye~us hut is ll<JW 

lull )' refurbished in i imC' ior lhe summer so.tring ':'l~ason . 

Peter J Holloway 

South Wales (Usk) 
IIEAVY in~tmcnt" hav£> been made in L~Juipment .and glidt~ro; fof 

the corning 'dr, in luding some o ntmuuu imp•·nvcmc'l* to tht.· 

JirfJeld, wh1ch tnvolved il ICS 3nd dumper tru k. ""ith n good 

tirn h;ut by .1ll. Tht.• (ir~l of the q:.~tson 's <.uw•·n>un !lights w ere 

at th~ lx.oginning r1f ,\pril; w t1o1 • ior mnrc to come. M I w ri te 

this report the remains of ~~ joint Pxpc.d ition to taca, rornposr-d oi 

1Jigarth and k p ilu s ov J JX•riod oi two wet~k. , will havc-

re,tumerl h me.. The 1rst \veel.. W<J ... !gnificrmtly morP succ sful 

in terms of !lying than last yPJr. !>1x ot th(' party cont;H::_te.U ~.v~Wt', 

some d imhing up to \ 7,000ir, with a number <Jf pL'oplc enjoying 

the cxpcri('nf"f' of flying Jmong:;l th<· ~now~Gippt>d mountain" o( 

tlw Pyrt·nees. Most notJblc llighb of the \V"\.!Ck irom the sit<• were 

Cr.:tham Bailey and lohn Sorrt'l in th<'ir own glid<•r rontJct ing 

W JVC in O fll' form ()f clnOth<.•r ,Jfld <lbO popping OVt'r IQ ff,\11( t' 

.md h.1 ·k, c!E">n ihing it as some of the hest ilying they h.1vc• over 

('x.p<' rir·nn '(l. pr.n.,e inde<..-d Congr.tlu l.ll iun._, tn !)Jvt~ t\llcn .md 

MJII H.1mmond, ior cunvettmg to th 

wJ.S due to be held o n ,\pril 25 . 

George Robertson 

Staffordshire (Seighford) 

tir. Our :.nnua' dinner 

CONGRATULATIONS to Tc"m1 ~dWn, ior iir::.t ~olo J.nd tu Chrb 

Fox (o r his full instructor rJting. rhC' ch.1ngcs to our club fleet ttr<• 

now U )lnplc·l<' .1nrl the nwmlw rs :)et~m lu aJ.lprl•<.i.H<· tlw ch~ngf' 

to ,1ll liKI' 11 ircr.1i1. Th<" Twin Astirs .md the Singl<· Astir h.WL' 

Jlr-·Jdy givl~n some cxcdlcnt eMiy sc,1;;;;on so;:tring ilights. O ur tug 

h<ts. been rC'·<'nginNinnd rcfurhish<'fl nvcr the wint<.'r i tnd is [).1Ck 

in ... C'rvice. The .lnnu.tl dinnt'r .md .1w..ud:-. night w.t::, \·ven ::.upporl­

<·d. \-Vinncrs or tilt' miljor awMds w ere; r.k .n..!k IIC'.l!On, nw ~;, r]~r 

Bird Trophy; Col in R;,tcliHc, Tlw Club Ladder .tnd Kt!n Sheriii tru· 

phiPlO; Dl•rick Miles, lh<.:.• CTP~ Cup ; Jon<~lhon Gill. th!': Fledgling 

Trophy: Tom l~1ton, the Vulciln Trophy and M,Jit Moun•, the Junior 

Solo Pot. A t the AGM, th<• chairm<tn Hill I h·nd~rS"IlO ond "t'C"r<'lary 

i\lan Jolly 5- tood (!own c1fter scver~ll yt.'.~l r.., uf hard work, inr w hich 

we oiler them our sincere thanks. Our hJrdcst·work ing tug,~ie, 

Don Rhode. ... , l<~k<..'!. ovt~r il'i chairm;m ,1n<l JJ;Jul Burg bcLornc::, 

secretary. Alan lolly h,15 l~lkPn nvN as CFI ,,nd wP 1h:mk !h(' retir­

ing Crt, Peter Gill. Tlw committee were .Jblc tu report a good 

yt.•,1r d('spit(~ '><nnc poor w~;-•<1thcr and our iinann><> are in good 

nrdC'r. ( ur new CFI has ;_ulnnunled that inr 2()0H we w ill b(:;' 

i lying on more days. f rom May to .September we. will be open Jl 

ll"~t~l iive dJ)'S pf'r \V('<·k, \•VKhtt-•5clay to Sum!<'!)', .u1d tht.•rc w ill hC' 

several weeks oi scven-dc1y opcr.1tion wi1h spet:i~1l cour5e.:;, for 

,thil it ie .. ilnd task w(•ek.s to enc:.uurJge t•vt-'n more cross-country 

flvinu. rhe wc·bsite is being updated ,md w il l h;JV(! tnorc on the 

horn<.• page: for p'ospectlve n 1eml~ • . 1nd v i'ihors. 

Colin Ratcl iffe 

Stratford (Snitterfield) 
Tl I[ re<tS011.lhly good <~arl)' 'ipring we~lthf'r prO\ id ::od so rnt.• '1Ujte 

us.eiul ilying in ant itip.ltion oi ,1 ntU\.h-improvc d .s.umm•r .!!IC.'I5on 

comparC'rl w ith lci:,l y .1o r. Muc.:h t1dyin u( I he silt> I M:, b~n 

clL( lll11fJfi!:!h€<J OVer I he last ! ' W nl(,)lllfiS ~111d I he Ol'lgOHlH 

conSII'lH l ion projP\.t' t~rc wt!tl o n tl'e w.1y h) \..ornpl idn. Our 

')p1ing M •ti n~· inc luded lhr o~LIJ1 cnmhinJtinn of nl d ;,l dub 

husint:.~'l, O&~llleiv the c1dUpliun of propo, ~ ll ying iC!t."S IQ( this 

seJSon, us •ful lnfnrntil tion - EA SA and Modl' S opd.11e' - and SI 

w elcome l ight-heartod look .-. luh frH::I!, aml l igurc.o; j)T -·rnecl hy 

Chuirm~m John Dtckinsu n in hb uwn inimitpbl style·. Bronze 

l ··ctun-s r!eliVt·n~ over tilL' lung rl o~rk ni~ht., of thf• e.ufy p.Lrt ()( 

the yeM lhlVe coni mu ~l lu d \'f'IOp the knowledge n!' hoth nur 

less cxpe.t icncr·d pilot~ and those who IMve been .lround a whilt!. 

Th d i.uy for th ~ swnm<·r h.J l>c_t·n ·I wilh uur . '\lf•n-d."ly 

opcri111nn h.wing sl.mt-'d w11h <1 ',\-t •rnl u•1 .., !"J o~y 1n M.l)' S . O ur 

rL-sident instructor L1nd w inch clrivPrs hope to he in gr at demand 

ove.r rhc p<'riod. lri~lllcs ... on l 'Ven ing-. ,1nd L<lll .P b )~ i r g) ~t fC' 

.dso exptxl<.'d 10 kPt•p us !Jusy. !·xpt-'dn ions to l amphill o~nd 

Sutt(m B:mk :\re im.:luded in tll(J y .oJ!'s acttvi ti~ ;,nd wt• c..1Rerlv 

i)W.l i! CluiJ Tusk V!.'~ k l owdfci tlw l'l1d or July 

Richard Maksymowlcz 

Surrey Hills (Kenley) 
11 H· w 1nt r ~~tson h;b t~.vo b~ner'i t': ah imtios hJve m.:~nJgt!d to 

fly ,} lnt, with D.wid K1rhy )mith achievinft his lir t :,.olu, JJld we 

hdve IH....oen <"I h ie to LtJrnmission our new duhi 10u:t~e. rh · hdnga' 

has alsu been completely recovered , replaclnn our 'om ew ha-1 nld 

dll(J leaky han~ar roof. These thing~ h~wt\ r •all helped to givl..! the 

d llh .1 new J fr h look, (1nd !h.Jnk )'OIJ lr) ;,lltlw memller!t tlwt 

turned up to help Jll this \·vo rk Ret dunc.l1uJ dub'~ drlnuol 

Ch.trity Oily \vi ll hP r .~ki ng place in M .1y ond w e ho~w to h~vC' 

three hvO·$(·;w •r glidt:r:-. open:tting im.luding our n;rr·ntly restored 

1·2 1. I his yt'<Hs I~FJ;el i~ to raise more than £2,0(>0 tor a h. J l 

rh.lril)'. ( '..'(•rsh.!dowin~ <l ll th,tt, oor m:lnager 11nd f'Ourse instru< · 

!<Jr Stevl' C<Jdcl h-1-s loggc'<l h i., 1 O,OO<lth l,wnch. The AC M 1n 

M.m:h was wc.:ll al l<lnded and two new ;)dditions w ere voted on 

to the comrni lll"'P in th<· form ni Chri .;; Nor1h anrl S ICV!' Sw.1n. Jilt 

Oak(' was made Jn IH.HlorMy l ife mcmht·r o! 1he club for h.1ving 

givLlfl niUCh () { h~J linw ;mcJ l'fforl 10 tht• dub OVPf !he f11,1ny 

ye~Jro~ ~he lhl~ worked in the oifice. A m.tll group of membc·rs 

111<1de Jll explVlit ion to jac1 i n prit w here a lot o i iun Jnd fly ing 

W<l' hvt! in spite o f the very v:tri~thle wc(lthf'r. Finally1 \\reil done 

to Mid1~t~l Pointon i11r a hievinR his. H.1sic- ln...-rrw•ror r71 tirlg, 

~vvh ich we hope h<' will be• u lng over the bus1er fXlrt oi tht: year. 

Marc Corrance 

The Gliding Centre (Husbands Bosworth) 
ONGRATULATIO S to Kr-n p,,yne, \·\"ho completL.-.:j rhe fi rst 

I OOkm oi the se.1son, l<uss('\1 Cheeth.un w ho fl •w lhf::! iir I 

300km o i lhc vear. and kmathan Tippler on complct illJ-! his B;,sic 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:y4;;',.lr
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ln!>lruc ltn tour~v. Our AGM \VclS held v n April 2(,. Wd on le lO 

thb ~ ··M' " cnmmill<'f', both rw\v .1 nd rt{turnmg mettlbt:l . John 

Poplk.1 i!i our ne-w drJh ch.Jirm.m. "Jh.;t nk }'0\1 10 1h05e rclH IOR 

rn(;'rniJf'r.S ior ,1 ll !heir h~ud wtlf~ over 1h<: IJ.S l lwdve rnonths, 

Tlu.~rl' will lu.• d t. r ~ k WL't'_k ltlT Junior p flub (v. n l1 puny) from Jmu: 

2 1-J.O. \V0 will he· hostrng th(' 1 5~.\·1ctre NJtionJ is. irorn August 

5- 1 L Tht.•rt• dft' SI i ll pi."'L.t"- IV.ti l. !l.Jk· fu r lht: )'vtidl.r nd Rq~ i on .d li , 

llc·irlH lwld from AugnsJ 1 n-24 The d ub ha-:. r urrh.15Ni ;a ~econd 

f)i)(:US, ~nd ()lJf ori<>in.:d one is be-rng repJi red Ill r_}cJi dnd. Gond 

I ut k to Jll our pilr,l 'i· ul!l1pel lnB rrr C(.HTip-.. thi s ~urn m~ 1t but 

p,1rtit ul,q·ly P.l trl c'r,1bh ( 15-r\'14•trt;i ClJss) .1n<J Rus.:,.ell Cheeth.r m 

rl H-Ml•lre Class). who w i l! be tl in!-\ in th~ \1 orld Ch'Jmpionships 

in LUS5l', l 'rm,,ny !nHn August ! - 15. 

Siobhan Crabb 

Trent Valley (Kirton Lindsey) 
MARCH s41w ,1 grnup 1rnm Trent Valley -vend a day ,\ l> gu b 

ui uu r illu~rriou~ n ghbour~ • .11 Rt\ r Sc41mpton, tht.' Red :\rrmvs. 

The d.ry im luded J pn~ntJt iu n by 'Rr D l 0' lit U {\ndy Robbi ns 

.md i nfcllrnat rv ~ lt•O.tues on .:tirsp ace1 OfAM, ily•ng 111 th t< 

Lincolnshi re AIAA .:md on navigil tioll t hniqut•s. The h•gh l iHht o f 

tl1l' vi .. it !or n•~.my mcm bf!Ci W~L~ the h41ngLJr tour Jncl thc chancr 

to Wd lth .r Red Arrow~ w rt rc at dose qu.1nc~. The 'Reds: lherne 

nmtlnut o(l in April w ht•n th1' team nJpped uver tu Kirton Lirld.sc' 

tu .my IJUI .1 tunni g ru<~t li e displ.:~y Ovt.'t our d! r!i£'1d. l l\ guy~ 

like our il ll·gr· ;urheld .15 rt I.S more rcpn:sPnt?th-. or mJ ny rlls­
pl \ situJ.Lion.s thJn the long, wide tJrrn,JC runW'o1ys at Sca.mpton 

rht , (C'rla inly llpf)C'JrL>d to h,,, 01.1- ·red the .~m u i tlyin Ovt! r 

fV'l55J Our .lnnuJI rmzegivin~ was held ,1! the AGM tlus year. 

fol lowi ng thl" postponcmcnl nf the oJ nnu~l clinncr. John \.vi!liam"> 

c ontinut'ti hr ; fr;lditinn.~..l l wil,n1nM (J( a h c-~ Ciuh L.1dd r trophy .md 

alw picked "I' rhc Rrgga ll Clip ror rhc Longesr Handicapped 
1 11\.\~11 (757kntl. Stf'\lc Nod went I HfiP w ilh il uitLMe full of 

cups, pick ing tlp the trophi~ for ~ncl piJ t ~· on tht.· Club 

l.rddcr. rhe F,ISt<!SI 1 !)()km, rhe Mosr Oll ts l~ ndrng rlighr (JOOkrn 
In Pi mu .md the \Ao<:t Improved Cruss~Country Pilot. O thf'r 

\\111/ll:.l inl ludt!d Cclin Mf:!tL.ll fe .md Rob in Parker inr the BL~t 

lwo-~e;-, ter Hit:,hL ~tevc \1\lilkinson fur the Oesr Performance i rr o1 

R.ned Cqmp {7 th ovt'r<~ ll in the NorthPrns) .:111d AndrG:w Boru•hert> 

tor the l ongeSt Hir:ht in ,1 Cl"b Cl rdcr (4hrs 4~mrn). ~ r xrh- f,.m r 
CJil um J l.·u knQ2. wds mv<~rdt! I the ' Mll~ins ' Cup . IK'<lting off 

lron~J. ~ ''mpclitiun. C.1l lurn m.lc.l(' hb t'ive-hl!ur .;'\lk.lnpt wirhoul 

1.1ki n~ J w:ltd 1 i11 .a 171diu Jn(f l,md('d 13 fuinules tuo earl ~r l 

Alan Spencer 

Vale of the White Horse (Sandhill Farm) 
TI-ll- o;f\15(Hl ha5 on ly ju .:;.! "'¥1('{.1 hut I here h<\\'C: l)ecn ... urne l!pod 

dt"ty~ Jncl tlw club rros~ nuntr y bonl is hf'ginning to l i l! up. 
n~eu,;: I) JISO <I bu~1 1i ng under Urff' rH Dl J(' tjvity with !WO 

rnt·mber., trJining for 8.).!.iC lnslru<.:tor Jnd ,1 Bl moving up to 

A"'>rShl nl lnwur tor. 01Jr drl!lUd ! t luh d inn ~ r w.1:-. be:-.1 yet hy <Ill 

.lrrnlHHS. V\/ were panrcul.vl , pleased 10 '"('/come m.)lly furmcf 

,md r tired membt.•rs In addition tu mo':lo l of the mcrnl)(·fo;;;hip o:~ncl 

tl'leU f.Nrtnen nit';' orgJn i s~•tion four ~ummc•r ' hang.n party' i!> 

now unde-r way. We plan lO rn k 11 a good one wi th <l hog roa:>C 
live muc;.ic. l..flrrrping and. uf t..uur.,e, 11idi rtg. if yvu wuuld l ike to 

brin~ ~' ('ll U glider (ol rotow uuly-1 r nw torghdt•r p1Nr <;o~ le.t U!. 

know in ncfvJnce sow· t.'"';J il piJn. The brg dJy b <JturdJv, Ju l} 5. 

We .JIW ex~l l ll• Oy ou und.:ry h JnLf m.1ybP nibble on a little• 

t·itUVL'f 11<)[!,. 

Jay Myrdal 

Welland (Lyveden) 
TIlE end u( l;u.l year , ,J w wme w~1rinM in N<Wemb(!r, Andy 

llunon ,rnd Srmon P<" tt sole d. Jnd 1i rry Kt-n <IJII-T01ry e111 neJ 
his si hlnt lnS'I ructor rol l ing. At thr· rmnuJI prizcgrvrns, lr(>phit.."-, 

\..-ere presented as follmv!': TIK• SC'dhurgh Cup ror I 4,1J in ilitJ. 

.J mungst qj{f l..Omp£-'titiun to Rob Mnrsh; Thl' fb y C\ark PC CUIJ 

for !he OOst Orghr hy "' prt··S.ilv-ttt p il nt o Jdne Cooperilhe Best m 
Wood to Sl plwn Uutg - with a 300km in ,.., Pir ,Jt ; The 2&7 

rJ~1es l 1Mndic:1ppf•d I ()(lkrn lt) Strzch; f(Jggir,g Pin tor faux fJJS to 

M<ilco lm lohnson; fhe CA Shr eld to Vi<·kr AS<!ull h; Th Peter 
lleywc ~od AwJrd ior Ground Support tu jo Cooper; LHJd •r 

fraph l w-ent o Strze.IJ .md Mil rk Ro.shton Di tk Shott in 

pu.n r ~::u Gu hu.s boen husv wit h the club 11 t tA A requ irements 

1\'hilc lc.w ing J ll! l!e ~imc to tht.:.rrnJI so.Jr J..., t.'Jrly in the y1•ar 

•h j,,nuJry 

Strzeb 

June -July 2008 

Windrushers (Bicester) 
OUI--!INC the winter .. ~ /ut of \VOT k wenf 1010 s~u i ng the lic=e t 

prep~~rcd for E SA C'> oi t\, ulong w ith vi !il tS to ;\ustr.1 li.1, Wales 

~nd S otbnd. Conp,r.uu!Jtlons to ]Mne;; Kr u 1r1a~t~t .1nd Ki r<> ty 

M l..NtWH,ht un goi ng ])ol!1; .md Ct:org(• T :1nd fb li1 ~ 1 l3rf'\\' ln h.lvt:: 

llown !lOin in Ll motorg li d~r uvm Cl ! Enstorw. On tho rortmoa~ 

•xpl'd, Gt:orgc T u )mpiPtcd hi ~ fivtt hour ~ ar1d Philipp.r Roburt5., 

v.r.rntin g to lH • ~un• .•dw h<HI c•nough height in h;md, went tn 

EJOOOit !tH ~ilvcr hciHht. \·Vf' rC'it.uned .;evct'l dJy J wt·ek 

upurJiiunc; un Mdrch 1 1 ¥111d Wf' hn.:;t nur rnund ()( th(' lnt (•r-Uub 

LeJgue. on ]tdy s .. b, w ho\le spent the l.tst three )'Cil("' los-inji!, nut 

to VI/ ton <J nd liin10n, and the flogH.ings wi ll continue un til the 

pr•f fvrrnfl nc imrrrov • \ •V(' ar l' runnt ng tw<> ·roc.:o;;-(ountry t.:~ o;k 

weeks luter in the summ "r - J.nd look (orw~~rrl tn g "tlng v1s ttn 

hum h.d lt.>Ck in Augus t; for rnore in lornMtion cont.ICI the 6 ffke. 

Dave Smith 

Wyvern (Upavon) 
IT'S .1 lwJyl J rush cl5 th ((ln \hlilt-'d arriv;1 l ()( gond so.1nng 

weather ;:lnd earl y S:t:.'LI ~un exped it io n!~ put prt.."SSure nn the 
completion of the C uf A progr.1nune. llt l\\ •er the Junior JnU 

IJG- l 000 r .Jr(' n)mpk·ll', the I 54 ic.:n ' t far >ff J n<i th • R i!!! 

:;.chcdull·rl ior later in the sprinA. In Apri l m ··rrrhcrs ~o on .1 

muun lt~i n liv ing expcdJt ion 10 Si-:t.eron wilh the D G 10001 , Jnd 

the Gmb 1 ()t)B i rn king its rlrst intern.uionJI fl ight to jnin them. 
I he .!OOH comp 1t10 n p l.1ns rncludc strong entn 1n the lnt r­

Ci uh Leat,;w• and 111tcr-Scrvi<.t'" .md <~'V<'rfll individual c·nlri<5 in 

region<1l r~ nd national cnmpetifions. c.Ju}) w.Jve ily lng C'xpf'di ­

l ion to Mil cld is being p l ~mm:d for the .lUtumn, where m.my 

mernber> ar hnpcful oi ,H:ili<'vi ng thc ·i r ~o iU ,mU even OiJmund 

h 1g.ht, whit h ~-o i tnpn "ibl~ dt Upc~von . The Uest p0'\fble. J1 t!\.V!. 

to r dub members 1s that the mrlitMy opcr.11ional rer1urrenlf'nt that 

\Vil.S. thre.,Jte ning th(• av,ti i JbiiHy ol Up..:tvun .Jirfield fur glidin ~. 

poS::i ibly irnm lmm t!y, hilli lJe.en dtd Jyed tor four )~IS- \Nh tlst w e 

s.titl t<1ce o ther challenMes rega.rdin 1 our h •. tng(lrs and buik lings 

the prospect of ~<Jtlon o f g lidinR Jt Up<lvon is now dc.'(f'rt •d, 

,1nd. we hQp wrU r1ever h.1rpco 

Andy Gibson 

York Gliding Centre (Rufforth) 
EARlY April ~<lW cl nl(JOH 'ntou t. (ICLil Si<JrJ (I<; opl'-'r ~u io n s \\'(' f(' 

moved into the new dubhousL'. Our niii ce stait' al rcJ.dy o;;eNn ,u 

home in th l: new building. dnd we dpprt,'C iate the gre •. 1t eliort nf 

our memhcr~ for JJfOVidi,,g "' ,.tyllsh .1nU iunt.lional environment. 

The rww b,a r "'houlri h • VPI)' wdc oml! ~ ~ \.v (J rnov<• into th~ 

so;Jrin~ season. The dub 's th<~nks go nul to all thosf' dcd1cvtcd 
member!: wbu mJde it h.1ppen. The wint€'r h.l$ nevcrthc le,5:) 

provided ~O n1L' exce llen t wo~ve condi tion':>- once mor" including 

one dJy where every instrtJCiinn ,11 flight achieved over ts,OOO fl . 

Th(' rC'cbi rnC'd bnd on the ,1 irii c>id ha also allowed ~·s to 111t1X­

imise our op<·r<llions, with enough pac~ to opcmte bQth our tugs 

am! the winch line with room to spJrt> in .llnwst any direct ion. 

By the tinr(' you r(•Jd this " very rrnrni .. ing "UOlfflt;>r ~ed!i011 

.,hnu ld he wd l under way. \•Vc w ill h,we wtdcmned d lo t o i 

visitors to nur new lacilitic~. no t le.lsl through an ~1mbit i ou' 

pr r,lgr.Jmmc of evening flying. Communic. ttions dPvf•lopmcnb ;-ut · 

w (• ll und(' w,ly wi th il revamp(:-_·d weh-~if(' .tnd <1 n0w mcmbC'rs ' 

iorlJnl Jl www.yorkRlidin~C(•nlre.c.' o.uJ.:, lt's well wonh paying J 

vis it to k('t']l .. rlm·a.;t oi rlPvelnpment;;;. 

Andrew Batty 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
I ) ~ S I J III · lh!· f ,li(l , snqw ,)nd c...old, it\ "lhJ~ inb~ J::- li!!!Uetl' .H the 

Bank. Congriltul.llions go toD;IVid Br.;tdiC'y, whn now hJs ,1 

Full Rating. \·V(•II don(' lo C('o ll H.lrri:\on, whq d3 imed his- Gnld 

hlc!ight Jlung wi th sever.1l o lhcr pilots who h;we enjOyL'<I nu r 

Wl'S trrl y wav~;~ . \.Vr g(•t tlwrmJIS ICX 1, even in M Mt:h l Our Deputy 

Cf-1, t\qdy l·•,1ri s-h. took .r photo of his vMio :, lul"'k on 1 Okts up to 

prnvo the. pnint ~ O ur .Jnnu;rl dinrwr d<rncc WJ S il sell ou t .1rHl 

en joyed l J~1 ,1!l. The \•\f()!1l C.n 1s Dcvelo p111enl Team visit w.15 

p l,tgul·d b~· ur rfl y.tblc wt'.. tl h~r htJ! lhis 'r'r;)~ c rfSttt by e;.;u•l len t 

tu ition nn compel!! ion toZ~ ctio, fly ing IJSte.r nnd go i n~ turt hc r. 

ri nc~ lly, rr big rh;m~ you lo John EJii::- for his ongo ing n1<1inl('nHn((> 

wor~ on our cluhhnuse l.1ci lit ies. 

John Marsh 

My thanks to to Oebb Evans for three years of editing 

Club News - He/en Evans. Editor 1999-2008 

Obituaries 
Cedric Vernon - London 
EA RLY in February came the sad news that Cc.dricVernon 
had passed awdy. Our thoughts are with his f;rmily and 

his rd~ t i v s; our dr·•epest syrnp,lt hy is with th em ~ 11 . 

Cedr ic Vernon (1'll.l -200A) rhJicat,cl hb who l llf~ 

to aviation: long yea rs clurrng his profess tc>nal lie in 
industry, IJter on Jl the Civ il f\vi<1tion f\uthority (0\A) in 

the U K and, during his retirement. by sharing his ri ch 

cxp •ricn c w ith OSTIV. whi ch he h;~d 101ned in the eJr ly 
195(Js. The world of gliding ow ' mur,;h to him. last but 

not least due to his involvermmt In working out the 
European Airworthiness l< equircmcnts or Sa i lplanes and 

Powered Sailpl;1r1es, Jr\R-22, reil ting in their dear 
wording his clear l ~yout ;md penrn;,nship. 

Ccdric Vernon, born on December 19, 1913 started 

hi> coreer wh n he joined the t-landley l'<rge r\ ircrait 
Company as an apprentice in 1931 and remained w ith 

them until 1970, when the company was dosed down. 
F;om 19'l2 t<l 1968, he was their Ch iei Aerod, namicist 

Among many other airc:rait , he worked on the Halifax 
and th Victor, a jet-engined bomber, i i r~ r flown in 1952, 

staying in servic with ihe RA ti ll 19Q3, and uliim<rtely 

flown a_ a tank r ,Jirnait. In 1970, " ed 56, he mov rJ to 
the Air RegislrJt ron Board ( RBt ~lihough this mP,lnt th;:ll 

he dnd his wife, Nora, h,rr.J to relocate irum Hcrtfordshi r • 

to Surr \'· Shortl y after, in 197'1, th e AKil was absorbed 
into the n t~w l y io rmecl - ivi l t\viation Authority tCt\ f\ l. lie 
b , me an mploye of the C.J-\t\ and, from I 'J7h till 

1980, was delegated as CJ-\A rcpr cntative io ilw )AR-22 

Study Group. He• fina ll y retired from the 0 \A in 1980 but 
neverth less carr ied on working tire lessly for ovi,ltion. 

Cedrrc V rnon's ded1 ca t1on to g l1d in~ is ev1dcnt from 
his variou acti il i in thi s ii c ld: h WdS ,, mr' mber of th e 

London G dt Ounstable for more than 50 years; he was 
a long-servtng member o the BGr\ 11•chn ical Cumrnittoe; 

h • was invo lved in the preparation of 13 0 \R Sect ion E on 
glid r oirwnr1h in -·s; ,1nd hr-· w(Jrkecl ;15 Serrctary oi th e 

OSTIV Sai lp lane Development Panel ,1ncl oi the )AR22 

Study Group. Hi s 1,000 hours of gliding included lUSt 
flying. Ccdric ga ined many honou.rs ior his inv,Jiuabl<i 

work , since hi s outstanding ski ll s wer(• recr1gnised e~ rly 

on in hi s life. The list of awards he re eived include: 

19 7 - l'ilcher Pri ze of the Roya l AcronJutic~l Societ' for 

his P·'P •r on Aircrd(t Performance Estimation 
1959 - elected a Fellow oi the Roy~ l t\ ron <>uti c~l Society 
196 1- F>\t Pau l Ti andler D iploma 

1996 - Bronze Medal of 1he Roya l Aero Club 

1991 - O STIV Plaque wi th Klcmp ·•rer Award 
·1995 - Exceptiona l Service Award, presented by the 

So~ ring c iety of Am ri c-.1 

2001 - FAI Pi rat Gchriger Diploma 

I 

Cedric Vcrnon '~ JCtive rol e w ithin OST!V is rcfleclcd 

in va ri ous techni ca l papers, htgh lighting his outstandrng 
ab ili ty to transform technica l text into concise, precise 
wording. Reing ,, truP Rritish gent leman, he altrui sti ca lly 

made thi s talent available to OSTI\1 and to the JAR-22 

Study Group. The Airworthiness l<equirernen!s, which he 
gave conciseness and clarity, w ere adopted by th e 

Europea n t\ viation Safety 1\ gency tEt\SA as the pan­
Europmn applicable• code C ·-22. 

Cedri c, bdore he pa>sed away, donated his entir 
collect ion oi T l\1 li t r<:t turc to the new N ational 

1\ rnn autica l Libra ry at Fa rnborough . 

Togeth er with his wif • Nora - th ~~y rnMried in 1 'l40 -
he had two children, " son, Robin and a daugh ter, Diana. 

four gr,1ndchildren and two great-grandchi ldren . 
The re;>ction tn th <:! so d new s of Cedric Vernon 's de<J th 

reflect th e appre iation that he inspired in his frir~ nd.s : "In 
our sadn , -s dbout thu loss oi Cedric Vernon, w can IJest 

gr<ttefully rem mber hts trem •ndous contributrons over 
so many years !() th DP, OSTIV Jnd indeed the world 

oi gliding. Hut w J lso mi ss J good friend. May hi 

memory inspire us to continue in the same wily." 
Helmut Fendt, with contributions from Roger Forder and 

many OST!V friends who had the privilege to know Cedric 
Vernon. Translation kindly prepared by Tony Segal ~ 
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Obituaries 
'-"" Peter Ward - Cotswold 

PETER Ward fXI;sed ,tw<Jy pc~ cfu ll>' on March 29, 
2008, ,11 the age o f 64 iollowing J bail ie wi th cancer. 
I lis first introduct ion to gliding wa. in h i~ school 
~ .td 'I iun.:t•, when lw wds ahlt· to go solo in 1 <)(,2, 
, g~ 11 B, .1nd JChieve his A Jnd 13 gliding certiiicat •s. 
li e S<'rved w ith dist inction as a commis ioned officer 
in tilL' Ko>'~l f\rtil lery in many p<Jrts of the world 
lwior ·· t;tking over the fami ly iin • Ml r •stor.11iun 
hu iness, becoming .1 highly ski lled rt•storer Jnd 
respc I •d i ine Ml v.tluer and cbtler. lli intcre;l in 
gliding w,1 rt•kindlcd following the purch,l e of a 
sum m •r gliding course ior his son, Ollie, in 1 '-JR'-J .11 
Astun Down. t>eter iound gliding irresistible and was 
non b.tck in a two- eater <tnd progre ;ing to solo fly-

ing ;~gain. Purchase oi an i\.<;tir soon iollowed ,1 n<i it 
Wd5 nut long lwfnrt~, in I 99 l, both \<V,1rcls were tiP 
proud owners o i a hrilnd new Discus B. Peter was 
th ' holder of .1 11 thrc>e Diamonds, completing the 
bdclge wi th his 500km in 1996, .1nd wa; never ,tfr;tid 
oi <1 ch,tllcnge, decla ring on one occasion ;\hoync as 
J downwind flight rom stun Down. H • w, s for - d 
tu ,1dmit tk·ic. 1 Jt orthumbc.rlancl llcforC' turning 
back to Sullon Bank i.lnd fl)'ing home the next day. 
P rh rs his proudest moment w seeing Ollit• win 
th 1 'l9. Junior ,ttional Jl Riciiord. Peter loved 
being ,11 ompC'Iition , particular/ the Junior., and 
would ,tlways offer help and advice to th I ' s 
exreri •nccd , o mp titur.. He and Trici. wou ld 

hc!f'rfulh tow thf' Discus tu Spain ior the Ov rseas 
1 at ion, Is - tlwir route' took them traight ov r the 
Pyrenees. Those w ho haVl' flown in competitions .tl 
A-;ton Down in re nt yeJrs w ill r call the <'xcellenL 
hre, kf,t~t.s he cooked. PetC'r w;~s indl'f tig.1hl in the 
dub ~ne/ h -: ides heing, at vilriou time,, crt'I<H)', 
Jicty oiiicer and ommittc member, w.~ it/way 

, vailahl > to h lp with the more mundan > la!.ks. In 
re nt years l,cter tended to fly Je ·s hut his interests 
did not stop <~I gliding; he 1 .,, a kt• •n wind~urfer. 

s~ier, tc•nnis playl'r and fly- ISherm, n, oh • r >lurned 
to these activities. The club I e ame a quieter place. 
He belie ed in liv>ng /iic to the full unti l the VC>)' 
•nd. Our . ymp.llhit•s go to Tricia, his w ifv. on Oll i ~·. 

.111d d;lllghtcrs Nicolettc and Ju/icttc. 
Frank Birlison & )ane Randle 

Stefan Zatorski - Burn 
I IAVE heC'n .tsked I>> w ri te something to nhtrk the 
very sad pJs ing of t fan Zatorski (1 950-200!!). I 
don't propo c to go on .11 lt·ngth .dlClul thing that w~· 
,Jt llurn Gliding lub Jll know: th tlL>mb •rs at his 
funeral rercmnnv speak volumes in thems •Ives as to 
how we all lt ,thout him. I will ,1 ' though, that w e 
all knew St ·f,ln ;1 a kind and il g nt le man, and I 
doubt that th re w u lci have h ' n an ,onc .11 Hurn 
GC who rl icln't likC' him. Hi. l<~ugh w ~ inf{•Uious, as 
w.1~ his sense oi humour, clnd his abi lity to laugh at 
the thing that happ n d tu him, nft n a fll,ltter of 
faolt or cmhJrras. ment to hims li. I heard hi voi 
rise ocrilsir')nal ly in ex(lSp-"irttion, but n ·ver in anger. 
Stci n i ir I .lrriwd with us at Burn in pteml er 
2002, and achieved solo st.tndJrd on G hruMy R, 
2003 after 86 flights. He went on to achieve the 
Silver Badge an cl 1 OOkm diploma. Acc:orrling to his 
logbook h • ilew !.1st in mid-Novemhcr 07. Som will 
have dSkcd him (or help or ~s istance at some point, 
none I clMc say will have been turned ,lway. Our 
duh and our communi!)' of friends .1nd me-mber~ 
can ill allord to losv someone such .ts Stefan. 11 wa> 
.> v •ry cruel disease th.ll took him lrom us, hut t'Vl'n 
in the aguny oi his awiu l i llnc.•ss, and right up unt il 
the ncl, I never heard a wrong or a hMsh wnrd /eav • 
his lips. VIle will ldlk about . tc f,tn w ith only ioncl 
mt•mt>ril'> nf a man who it w;1s .1 privilt·gc- to h.tvt• 
known, ,1nd to have had <JS a iricnd. 
Tony Flannery 
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BGA Badges 
No. Pilot 

750KM DIPLOMA 
73 Roger Barber 
74 Julian Wrighl 
75 Debbie Scholey 

DIAMOND BADGE 
735 David Keilh 

Diamond distance 

l-1097 Steve Turner 

Diamond goat 
2-3225 Trevor Reeve 
2-3226 George Ross 

Club (place of flight) Date 

Lash am 
Lash am 
Lasham 

760Nenlus BT 
777Nentus 2CT 

777Nentus CT 

Gliding Club ol Victoria2.1 2.2007 

Gliding Clre (Benalla) 26.1.2008 

Lasham (New Tempe) 29.1.2008 
SGU (New Tempe) 29. t .2008 

2-3227 John Dunnington SGU (New Tempe) 30.1.2008 
2-3228 Christopher GoughCotswold (Hus 8os) 8.8.2007 

Diamond height 
3-1698 Mark Boyle 
3-1699 Michael Crews 

GOLD BADGE 

Deeside 
Borders 

13.9.2007 
9.2.2008 

2671 Trevor Reeve Lasham (New Tempe) 29.1.2008 
2672 George Rowden Yorkshire 19.1.2008 
2673 John Dunninglon SGU (New Tempe) 30.1 .2008 

Gold distance 
T revor Reeve 

Sam Roddie 
John Dunnington 
Christopher Gough 

Gold height 
George Rowden 

SILVER BADGE 
11862 Trevof Reeve 

11863 Annabel Magenis 
11864 Thomas Pridgeon 
11865 lan Easson 
11866 James Eagleton 
11867 Dave Hayden 

New Tempe (S.Airica) 29.1.2008 
Hu bands Bosworth 9.8.2007 
New Tempe (S.Airica) 30.1.2008 
Husbands Bosworth 8.8.2007 

Yorkshire 19.1.2008 

Lasham 29.1.2008 
Essex & SuHolk 8.8.2007 
London 31.8.2007 
SGU 19.3.2008 
SGU 24.1.2008 
London 2.3.2008 

BGA CROSS-COUNTRY DIPLOMA 
1072 Ad am Spikrngs-Thorn ton I Buckmrnsler 11 .8.2007 

AUi;nz<® ----·--

Accidents to Gliders 2007 
Essential reading for pilots 

AAIB Update 

In the latest of our regular series gleaned from the UK 
Air Accident Investigation Branch, we reproduce a 
report into a tug accident. AAIB Bulletins can be found 
at www.aaib.dft.gov.uk/publications/bul/etins.cfm 

From AAIB Bulletin 4/ 2008: 

Aircr.1ft : Piper I'A-25-215 l'aw 1ee, G-ASVI' 
Number & Type of Engines: 
I L)•coming 0-540-IJ2 CS piston enginP 
Year of Manufacture; 19(,4 
Date & Time (UTC): 17 June 2007 at 13 -s hr 
location: Hinton-in-the-l ledgcs, Nwthamptonshirc 
Type of Flight: Private 
Persons on Board: r w - I . l>asscnf!N<- Nont• 
Injuries: I ) Cn2"' - 1 IMinc)rl Passcn •crs- I 
Nature of Damage: Major danMgc to engine prorell r 
,tnd r oc:kpit area. rvtinor damage to one w>ngtip 
Commander's licence: Private Pilot's Li~ence 
Commander's Age: 49 year. 
Commander's Flying Experience: 
385 hours (of which SO were on lyp 
L1s1 9 nay> - 2 hour, / I a. t 28 day • 1 hnur 
Information Source: Aircr.>ft i\cciclent Report Form 
uhmill •cl by the pilot and subsequent AAIB enquiries 

Synopsis: After a normal landing. lh air raft' tail began 
to rise ,>nd thC' propeiiPr <lru ' k th gr unrl. A~, rosuh, the 
.1irc rail pitchC'd onto its back. Two Safet)' 
Recomm •nd.ttions have been made with reg<~rd to the 
survivc~hll ity nf th> acc:ident. 

History of the flight: Th' pilotwa a rcgul.tr volunteer tug 
pilot inr the !jliding dub nper;lling . 1 the ~irfi Id and w,1~ 
return ing to the Jirficld from the eighth" rotow launc:h ot 
th ' d,1y. Th weath<·r was iine with a light wcstcrlv 
brl'C7. . Runw.1y 27 "'"' in use for l.tunrhing .111d Kunw, y 
J 3, although subjcc to a slighr <TOS>wind, w<Js I> ing 
u eel f r l<tnding: both runw.ty. haw gr.1s' surfarcs. Thi 
wJs the pilot'. <;ccond l.u1ding on Runw. y JJ with th 
i irst c.lllsing no diiii ulty. TI1c rilnt rcport~Cd th. t the 
approach .1nd landings cnwd normal altho11gh wi ln(";s­
es rt•c,tll!'d seeing .1 ;light houn e on landln •. 1\ ' 1h1• .tir­
crait dccclt'r,>tecl, it' tai l began to rise and, at .1 speed ost i­
mdtcd I> • the• pilot In be about 30n>ph, the prop ller 
struck the grounrl. The aircr.>fl continued J1il hing .tnd fel l 
slowl)• onto it h<>ck. fhe air rail was filled with a rot.>t>ng 
anti-colli,ion beacon, mountc·d i11 the ronf ,1huve the 
pi lot' SC',tt. A~ the air raft pitrlwd onlt> its roof, th · .mti­
colli~ion b •acnn broke through rhc cockpit roof, and 
imracwd th pilot'~ head, c, u ing l.tCerations. Arldltinnal 
injury w. s CJusE'tl b)' the pilot'\ head hilling the internal 
alia hmcnt holts for an aerial. The cockpit hild two doors, 
nn<• on <'JCh side, each hinged on its low!'r crlgc and 
I, tchcrl at the Lnp. The pilot allempted to op!'n e.Kh sidt' 
door of th • aircr. it but 1 as unable to do o a< the' door 
wer!' j.unmcrl.tgainst th • ground unrl<•r the aircraft. OthPr 
m m her> nf thr gliding cluh arriverl Jnd lifted nnc of thr 
airrralt's wings, l'n~bling o cockpit dour to be opened. 
l lw pilot exit d the aircr. it <llld receiverl fir t .1id from ,, 
cluh mcmb •r whilst annth ·r mcmb r r athPd into the 
co~kpit <>nd swit .hed off tlw master and magn ··to swit h­
t: Th f(' w·a., no fi r«:'. 

The pilot's recollection: The pilot stilted th.11 h thought 
he plac d his f et too high on thP ruddN rcd.tl prior to 
IJnding and that he may have inaclvcrt<'ntl • appliPd some 
brake pressure during Lh • land in~ rol l 11' also comrrwnt­
cd that th ' g •neral publi h.tv ace . s to th airfield n~:w 

the Kunw.~y l. thre hold and a high degree of JwMen s 
b rt'CjUifPd to avoid rhc possibilit) ni th · c:.. ble eau ing 
injury during the appro, h. 

The dub investigation: 1\n .1c ·ident re(lr>rl, rroduccd b 
thl' gliding ~t ub ment ion~: "di tin t ; igns of two I in of 
lb !lened grass from both wheels where the f\f~ >S wJS laid 
c.lown due to br..1king dfcct." lt .1 lso stated th.11 >he pt/nt 
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h.-HI d(1~crihed th ·• 'st ick po5ition' during the l;mding .15 
"mo>liv b.Kk" . ·1 he pilot reported to th0 t\t\ l l:l th,Jt tile 
stick wJS ·•b,JLk lor landing" . 

Aircraft information: The• l'ipt•r P.Jwm·~ is .t low-wing. 
t~i lwhcel configurcd monopl.uw us0cl thwughout the 
wurld d~ clll cl grit uhur.l l .. md glid{'r· lugging ~lir ra il. 11 j$ 

1.1il-he,1vy ;md dol'S not h;wc .t propC'nsity to pitch onto 
it> bM k during J.mding, provided that the control column 
is lwld ful ly bJck. 

Analysis: Till' pilot w.ts rel.r tivelv experienced but not in 
CU IT('nl fl ying pi.H"IiCe. f\Jrhuugh tllC' P,l \I'IH'C ,li rcr,Jfl is 
not known for " rendmcy to pitch ov<•r on Jandinf\ (,Js 
~Oi llP olht.•r type"i (tn' /, the Jcddcnt itself was rd ativcly 
lwnign. Th(-" proh.1i>ll' c.·lu:;t· of th1• pitch OV('r was a corn­

hin.Jiion of inadvcrtC'ntly "Jlplied brake l>rtcssurc and the 
stick nut being fully back during the rollnut. 

Survivability 
The .tiJti-rollisionlJeacun: The heJd injuries >U5t.J inrrl by 
the' pilot we•re cJu.; 'd by the, ntkollisiun beacon being 
furred through the roof nf th t ut kpit. Survrval nf drrCrdft 
occupJnh in .1<.: ·idents d<•pends, cs l'ntiJily, on three 
thing>: thr:! t H cup~n t mu' t be <~ppropri.Jt ly rc.,tr<t ined, 
cont;1 in(•rl within n protective 'l iving vo lurrw' (wh ich 
rnu;t nut bt• bre,H.:hedl ,md tlw iorccs expt'rienct.'<l must 
he surv ivobl~. Oth<'r P.1 vnt'l' <~i rcr.lit on the UK rcgi,ter 
h.rvc v,1f inu di fiercnt ;Jilli-cnllision l ight insta ll,llions, 
with .11 lenst eight ,Ji rcr;rit hnvin~ the l ight mountt'd 
dir<'<tly 011 the roul ui the < or kpit. The remainder ei ther 
haw the light install din ;1 i.1iring to the re;H ofth wcl<­
pi t or ori tlw spine f the reJr fu•el,Jgc. Thl· twq I.Jtter 
ir» t.!l lotions ,1fc situated ' uch that. nthe l' V<'nt of .m ,Jcci­
dent suc:h :rs tills. they would not comprumbc the livrng 
volume of th<· eo kpit, nor c.1usC' direct injury to the 
oetup.1nt. l ights ha\<l' been inst.d it'd, over the ye,ir , in 
diff~rent places, crthcr by t i ll~ m.lllufacturcr Jl build or 
through I:Jte.r rnnd i fi t:...-ltinn~. I IO\·vev('r th(-' r(' .lrP ll() f(' ·­

wnmcndd t ion~ on moving th<• l ight assembly irom 
till· ronl ol rh cockpit to ;Jnutlwr pnrt of the ,ri rcrdft. Th e 
iollowi ng S.lfPt)' Rt•comnw ndatiorl is tlw rc for0 madP. 

Safety Recommendation 2008-011 
11 i> fl'COillnw ndt•rl thdt L,1vic1 SA !the prt'SCOI Type 
CertiiicaLC holdrr) p roduc-e,, modiiicJtion for airt r.lftthnt 
have the .Jnl i-colli sioll l ight ;J5'<'1llil ly on thP roof oi the 

cockpit, wh ich rnov • the light 10 " pmitiun which would 
not compromi~c· the living vulume oi the cockpit n the 
t•venl of ,111 ,JCcidf•nt .111rl that Di reccion N~1cion,1 l De 
.\t·r<IIJ,(V '!rabi liclad erhurc th.rt L.rvi.1 SA produn· th • 
relevant modific.lliun dlld consid0r making it m.mdatory. 

E~, .tpc: The design oi the doors prl.'vcntcd the pilot from 
vac.Hing th<' J1rcr.1 lt ~Iter the• c~rci d<•nt unti l cl!:P~ i !-! l.lllCe 

,1rrivt·d. The do()rs on c..;. ,\ S\11' wt•re to tlw original Pipr•r 
de~ign. In tliru7tlt m.tnu(,Jcturcd ,lfl<·r :,eri.l l number 
2 -4 172 tin 1 % 7). Piper changPd the door design and 
introduced ,Jrl <·rw•rg ' Ill y door rPiL'<ISl! syste•nl '" tiJ,llpu \J 
hand\"' rcl<'.lSI.' hinge pins in the lowt'r hinges of th " 
dour. O nce the pi11s ..,.~ rcleJsl •d the door can bC' op 'n'ri. 
O~spi te thi~ design ch ~1nge, Pip0r did not is_,uc any 
retrolit modil i{\ ltions ior olrlvr Ji rcril lt, such .. 1!-. SVIJ. 
11.1rl G-1\ SVI' been filled with the emergency door rc ledsc 
~y>tem. ti ll' pilot would"·'"" IJ<•c·n .11Jir• to Pxit thr: .Jircr.1it 
w ithout .rS>i>t.li1CL'. ·1 his i' pMticui.Jrly important bcc;wse 
.1ny fi re oC'curring would nnt only h <~ve cnd.mgered the 
pilot 's li fp hut .1\ so preVl'ntl'd olilt'rs from rendc,•ring 
assisl.lll l'. The iollowillg s.~iety ~et ()11l1Tl('IHI;Jtiun i' 
therefore m.1dc. 

Safety Recommendation 2008-012 
1t i> recommciH led th.11 LaviJ SA produce· " relrofi t mnd­
iiicJliun ior the inst:tl!otiun o .. 1n Pflll'rgcnly door rcle,Jse 
systcmrJn l'rpcr PA-2 ~-2.:15 airrrait manufactured pnor to 
, •ri,1l number 25-4 171, .1nd thJ.t Dircccion ' Jcion ~1l De 
Aerun<Jveg<~ ili\id,,d <·rJSur~ th.ll L.wi. Sf\ produce the 
rei vJnt moditicotion ,ind consid -.,. making it mandatory. 

June - July 2008 

BGA Accident/incident summaries 
by Edward Lockhart 

Aircraft 

Rei Type 
Registration 

Damage 

23 Discus 3760/HB2 write off 
Undershot approach, hit tree 

Date, time 

13/02/08, 14:20 

24 Falke TMG G-FHAS substantial 16/02108, 15:00 
Outrigger snagged pothole, aircra~ groundlooped 

25 DG500 Elan G-CKNK none 06/02108. 13:00 
Side opening canopy blew shut. P2 broken index finger 

26 DGSOS KAW substantial 22102/08. 16:00 
Bird strike while lhermalling 

27 Falke SF25C G-OHGC minor 12/01 /08, 13:20 
Detonation in one cylinder 

Place 

The Gliding Centre 

Burn GC 

Cotswold GC 

Santa Ciha. Jaca 

RNAS Yeovilton 

28 Jeans Astir 4637/JNA none 27/02108, 13:00 Shenington GC 
Cable pulled in at winch end by retrieve truck, snatched out of launchpoint helper's hand 

PILOT(S) 

Age Injury 

86 rn1nor 

60 none 

minor 

61 none 

n/a none 

nla none 

29 Discus 4030/805 minor 27/02108, 14:30 Portsmouth Naval GC 47 none 

Pilot abandoned winch launch allow level, cable fell on to wing 

30 Puchacz FXO none 01 /03/08, 15:00 The Gliding Centre n/a none 

Release hook broke and released cable at start of winch launch ground run 

P1 Hours 

3300 

900 

1250 

n/a 

nla 

1400 

nla 

r---------------~---------------, 

Stay up to date - subscribe today 
I would like to subscribe to 6 issues of Sailplane & Gliding 

Please extend my current Sailplane & Gliding subscription by a further 6 issues 

... starting with the issue 

My details are (please complete in block capitals) 
Name (Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms) 

Address 

Postcode 

Tel no 

e-m ail 

Payment details: £22.75 UK; £39 overseas airmail 
I enclose a cheque/Postal Order/International Money Order for 

made payable to the British Gliding Association 

Please debit my Visa Access Mastercard 

Card number 

Valid from 

Issue no (Switch only) 

Signature 

Date 

Switch Solo 

Expiry date 

Send this form to: BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, LEICESTER LE1 4SE, UK 

or subscribe online at www.glidlng.co.uk/sailplaneandglidlng!subscriptions.htm 

L-------------------------------~ 
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Classifieds 
Please send the text of your classified advert to 
Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not to the editor) 
- debbie@gliding.co.uk. Call 0116 253 1051 
if you have any queries about classified adverts. 

Please remember that, if you are emailing text, 
your advert may not appear unless we have 
received payment by post or credit card by 
the deadline. The deadline for classifieds 
to be included in the August-September 2008 
issue of Sailplane & Gliding is July 4, 2008 
after which any adverts received will be 
published in the following issue. 

Text : SOp/word, minimum twenty words (£16). 
Black and white photographs: £6 extra 
Box number: £3 extra. All prices include VAT 

FOR SALE 

FOR SALE ALEXANDER SCHLEICHER ASW 
15 (G-CJVW, 15A) Hours 2440, Launches 
1200, EASA C of A April 2008. 
Instruments: AS\ , ALTI , RADIO, Compass: 
SIRS Navigator NV2A, GPS: Garmin 12XL, HP 
PDA with SeeYou mobile , EW D Logger, 
Audible VARIO: llec SB-8, 2 • 12v Batteries and 
AC charger. lrwin Parachute and Aluminium 
trailer. Glider based at Dunstable. £7000 
Contact Jeremy Taylor 07700790619 

ASW24 (b mods) As seen in S&G DEC 2007 
issue page 55 Club Gallery. 1989/90 Works 
number 44 (Full Kit) . Cobra Trailer In good 
order. L Nav, Garmin plus 11 Gps. EW. 
Parachute. Dittel Radio. Oxy system .. Tow out 
gear and rigging Aids. Due to complete Easa 
Col A 13.05.08 In VGC £26500. Contact Derek 
Robson tel 0191 4135827. 

Scheibe SF258 Danum-Falke, Reg. Mark G­
AYBG, SIN 4696. Manufactured 1970, A/F 2513 
Hrs. Eng. Hrs 573. No current C of A but recent 
engine overhaul. Reluctant sale due to loss of 
licence £4,500 o.n .o. 01202 737453 or 07971 
267838 

Jaxida Covers. For Discus b with winglets. 
Very good condition . £495. 01608 642812. 

Viny!Giitte.co.uk 
A final glide finish for your glider registration marks 

I . 6A), 
~. I . ·/ 
I' 

VinyiGiide computer cut gloss sell-adhesive vinyl lellering 
- we have worked it all out for you to comply wilh 
EASAJCAA regulations and it comes with illustrated appli­
calion Instructions, ready for you la apply. from £60 .00 + 
VAT Choose your colour and s1ze and order online . 

VlnyiGIIde !rom WESSEX PRINT CENTRE. suppliers of high quality cUt 
and printed vinyl ICY. vehiCles. srgns and banners. 

Go to ~G~ for lull details, links 10 regu­
lations and to order or phone 07976 247505 
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FETY OFFICERS 
The BGA is seeking an additional 5 volunteer Regional Safety Officers (RSO) to provide enhanced safety 
management support to clubs. The RSO role is key to ongoing BGA and individual member club safety man­
agement and also provides a safety assurance function for the BGA as a whole. 

Prospective RSO should ideally have the capability and capacity to visit an allocation of between 5 and 6 
clubs on a rotational basis. They will also be invited to sit on the BGA Safety Committee, and help to estab­
lish BGA Safety Management System policy and direction 

Applicants for this voluntary role should apply in the first instance to the Chairman BGA Safety Committee 
via the BGA Office. A short gliding CV outlining relevant experi nee should accompany the application, along 
with a suitable endorsement from either the applications club CFI or current RSO. 

BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION 
KIMBERLEY HOUSE, VAUGHAN WAY, LEICESTER LE1 4SE 

Tel: 0116 2531051 Fax: 0116 2515939 Email: office@gliding.co.uk 

LS4 1983; 770hrs ; 307 Launches. GOOD 
CONDITION. Based LASHAM. One man rig 
and car tow-out. Full panel inc.Cambridge 
vario,A-H, Bohli compass, AvCom radio , etc 
LX5000 (GPS/ flight director) , LX20 (FAI 
Logger/GPS) Oxygen ,Parachute,Giider tail 
wheel. Aluminum trailer in Excellent condition . 
Jaxida & Hanger covers. New ColA at time of 
sale. Price: £22,000 negotiable for quick sale; 
reasonable offers considered. Contact: Tom 
Meaker. Email : tom.meaker@ntlworld.com. 

Nimbus2c/20.3m, G-DEFF full kit, CARBON 
FIBER WINGS (refinished) , New ColA. 49-1 
(Jayne's world) Excellent handling/brakes , 
1726hrs 575 launches, full panel , New ATR600 . 
GPS , A/H . 2 batteries, oxy, etc stands, tow/out 
etc, Glass covered trailer refurbished, 01495 
772437 

Minden, Nevada. Come to Minden's new com­
mercial operator, SoaringNV. We offer 
advanced cross-country instruction in our Duo 
Discus; learn-to-fly and intermediate instruction 
in our ASK-21. For detailed program informa­
tion , visit our website: SoaringNV.com. 

LS3 15/17 comp no 294 ,1300 hours 400 
launches. zander, tls , bohli , 720 radio , para­
chute, glass top trailer good value at £15500 tel 
Stuart 01793 824553 

The ideal present for any occasion! 

The Platypus Papers: 
Fifty Years of Powerless Pilotage 

"All soaring pilots should have this book 
on their shelves" - George Moffat 

"Like Schweppes, it fizzes the whole way 
through" - Derek Piggott 

"Don't read it in public unless you are 
willing to make a spectacle of yourself 

laughing out loud" - Dave Allison 
"The funniest book ever written" - Platypus 

BUY IT online at www.gliding.co.uk 

Ex RAF T21, Lincolnshire. For more details ring 
0777 4473916 

DISCUS BWL, built 1988, excellent condition , 
winglets, LNAV, volkslogger. Winpilot, EW'D, 
A/H. T&S, radio . Good Schroeder trailer. £29 
500 call Mark Davies 07808 635496. 
mark@assemblysol .co.uk 

DISCUS 2b based Lasham. 800 hours, tilt 
panel , fully instrumented, hydraulic disc brake, 
fin tank, winglets, oxygen regulator, towout 
gear, wing covers, rigging aid. Cobra trailer. 
Excellent condition , no accidents. Price 
£42500. Email : billkronfeld@hotmail.com. Tel: 
01329 835229. 

Slingsby T61 F motor glider based at Sandhill 
Farm(Swindon) in T hanger,good availability 
£30 p/m £25 p/h wet,engine off free! £1250 ono 
for 1/8th share.Tel Stuart 01793 824553 

MENDIP GC'S airfield is 60 years old. 
Anyone wishing to fly with us again during 
11th - 15th August please contact us at 
mendipglidingclub @tiscali .co .uk 

TRAILER FOR SALE, insulated eliminates con­
densation/mould, very good condition will fit a 
Kestrel 19 currently houses Astir CS. £1500. 
Tel 07979962434 

Rare chance to buy 
Sailplane & Glider 

from the late 1940s 
and early 1950s 

Contact: 
the BGA on 0116 2531051 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Climate and Dusty Free Covers 

Sweden 
www.emfo.se emfo@telia.com 

For More Information Contact Lars-Erik Blom 
EMFO AB Sweden 
Fax 46 504 15161 

DG600. 329 hours, 148 launches, 15,17 and 18 
metre winglet tips. Full panel including LX5000 
and Seeker radio. Oxygen, parachute, one man 
rigging and tow out aids. Cobra trailer. Tel : 
01584 856648 

JANUS CE - retractable undercarriage version. 
Wings refinished . Full year ColA. New 
Parachutes. Twin axle Cobra trailer. Full rigging 
aids and complete covers. Based Lasham. 
£33,000. Syndicate shares available or com­
plete outfit. 07860 250766 or 07941 384452. 

LS6-C 15/17.6m G-DHEZ with EASA C of A to 
Feb 2009. Built 1992, s/n 6264, 1200 hours and 
370 launches, owned from new with original gel 
coat in excellent condition. No prangs or modi­
fications. Cambridge 302,303, Alt, ASI, PZL 
vario, Seeker radio, A/H, T/S, Bohli. Fin tank, 3 
battery circuits, u/c warning, auto cruise/climb 
switching, oxygen cylinder bay. Cobra trailer 
with tow out gear and wing covers. Based 
Lasham. £36,000 ono. John Taylor (01962 
862890) or John Cruttenden (02380 254930, 
der.baron @virgin,net) . 

LS6-C 15/17.5m for sale with twin axle Cobra 
trailer and tow out gear. Built 1993, s/n 6296, 
997 hours, 352 launches. EASA C of A applied 
for last December. Two owners since new. 
Instruments include Winter ASI & ALT, 
Cambridge L-NAV, Garmin GPS, PZL Vario, 
Compass, Seeker AR 3201 Radio, iPaq and 
WinPilot. Available late June. For full details call 
02870358196 or e-mail jameswest­
on1 @btinternet.com 

REGISTRATION MARKINGS 
Make sure you comply with 

EASA I CAA Regulations. 
Easy to apply vinyl lettering 

for your glider. 

We can also supply a 'stencil' 
so you can accurately paint the 

lettering if you prefer. 

Contact Signpost Express on 
01983 821778 for details 

or visit our website at 
www.glider-vinyl-signs.co.uk 

(boat graphics at www.boatnames.co.uk) 

June - July 2008 

Soar the New Zealand Alps 

Gavin Wills 
Mountain Soaring School 

Season: October to March 
Personalised soaring adventures 

and courses 
Enjoy the most spectacular soaring 

on earth! 

All information and contacts: 
www.glideomarama.com 

DISCUS B 1991, EASA ColA -1100 hrs, excel­
lent condition LX1601, winpilot pro,radio, flarm, 
horizon, fin tank, tow/out, etc, trailer, 
£27400.00. Discusjhm@Gmail.com, 077408 
74637 

WANTED 

York Gliding Centre is looking to improve it's 
winching operation. We would like to hear from 
any club or individual looking to lease or sell to 
us a used two-drum winch in good condition. 
Please contact the Chair, Keith Batty, on 02476 
226129 or keithbatty@btinternet.com or contact 
the Club on 01904 738694 or 
office@yorkglidingcentre.co.uk 

WANTED Any copies of Australian Gliding from 
the 1950's. ged.terry@baesystems.com 

ACCOMMODATION 

GLIDE SEMINOLE LAKE GLIDERPORT -
Holiday home convenient for flying and Florida 
attractions. shane.guy@btinternet.com or Tel 
01223 236618. 

Visiting IX:. 
Oz? V 

Training dates for 2008 
Child Protection and Vulnerable Adult 
Awareness Sessions, which are gliding club 
focused, are provided for Child Protection Leads 
and Deputies, Committee Members and 
Membership of BGA clubs. They cover best 
practice issues including the latest up to date 
information on legislation and generally providing 
a forum for questions. These sessions are certifi­
cated and for this attendance is required 
throughout. 

Burnford Common, Brentor, TAVISTOCK, 
Devon 

Wednesday 9th July 2008 18.30 - 21 .30 hrs 

To book please contact Phil Burton on 
01986 895314 or 07799 831504. 

Places are limited. 

MASON RESTORATION 

Glider and Motorglider 
CofA Inspections 

Weight and Balance 
Repairs and Rdinishing on 

Wood and Glasstibre 

iS\ 

27 KeUett Gate, Low Fulney, 
Spalding, Lines PEI2 6EH 

Phone: Dave Mason 01775 723737 
Email: siJent.night@virgin.net 

EASA COMPUANT REGISTRA110N 
LETTERS & STAINLESS STEEL 

REGISTRA110N PlATES 
High quality self-adhesive gloss Vinyl registration letters and 

identification plates. Spray maskS also available. 

Computer cut to order. Wide choice of colours in stock. Fast 
despatch to comply with EPSA regulations 

··supply only" £60.00 plus P & P and VAT 
(complete set olletters/masks} 

Spray or vinyl application service also available 

Order now by ringing 01488 71774 or 
email: office@southemsailplanes.freeserve.co.uk 

(Debit I Credit cards accepted) 

SOUTHERN SAILPLANES 
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The ESC is in the process of 
changing it•s fleet -

We have the following aircraft for sale: 

Robin DR400 Regent 
Thrs aircraN is an excellent tow-plaM that c:an ar.;o be used as a foor seat 
tourer as it has long range luel J,ank&. lt has~ hours from new rn 1971, 
lt\e engine is r anufactured Lycoming wl11ch has 1400 hOOrs of use. 
TI1e aircraN IS In gOOd condition with new illbric in 2000 The aircraft is for 
sale tor £35.000 wrth towlflfl and cruise propelleJS. There rs also the option 
of a four-blade propeller il required 

LS4 
We have lllree LS4 gliders and Intend tu sell one of them. AU of lhe 
gliders are in excellent flying condrllon with complete krt - trailer, 
instruments (rnc. 721lcx radio, electric vano) Cambndge Fhght recorder. 
ox1·gen, twdraulic wheel brake moditicalion and EASA procedure 
comtllete. The LS4 is the very best club single-seater and excellent all 
round glider for e pr'lvate owner. There IS a choice from £18.000 for one 
wllich :ill require new gel coat in the next few years to one 1'/ith 
excellent Acrylic hnish tor £24.000. 

Jeans Astir 
TI1is fixed wlleel Astir is an excellent glider tor IJIC eilrly solo pilOt, it has 
P<OIIlded ~urs ol sale and tun flymg to hundreds of ln!!xpenancud pl!Qts. 
ICeal g de< for llr.;t cross-coontry sortieS. rt os now for sale wllll FuU 
I trumcnl:l tndudlng 360ch radio, electnc •11lfio. open lr.JI r and E!\')A 
prOClldllre complrl!e. lt tms :tsoo hours and 4100 launctles. The glkler s In 
go00 con Jlllo and ready to start W!Jfk In you1 di1b. For- sale !or £6000. 

For more mtormation on aoy of tlte above please conwct: 

Email: bgspreckley@compuserve.com 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 
INSURANCE? 

Contact: 
Tony Fidler 

Glider pilot for 35+ years 
40+ years insurance 

experience 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 
Spalding, Lines PE12 9DB 

Tel: 01406 362462 
fax: 01406 362124 

E-mail: robin_fidler@yahoo.co.uk 

Authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Services Authority 

British Gliding Association 
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THE 1000 CLUB MONTHLY LOTTERY 
A great chance to win substantial cash prizes and at the 
same time enable the Philip Wills Memorial Fund to 
make loans to clubs for site purchase and development. 

This monthly lottery started in July 1992 and has room 
for many more parlicipants. Started in February 2003 
the first prize winner drawn will take half the prize money 
each month and the next two drawn will take a quarter 
each. 

HALF of the proceeds go to the Philip Wills Memorial 
Fund to help with its work in developing BGA clubs and 
the other HALF is distributed each month in the form of 
3 CASH PRIZES. The more participants we have, the 
greater the prize money pool. 

1st PRIZE- 50% of the prize money pool. 
2 Runner Up Prizes of 25% each of the prize money pool. 

Chances/numbers can only be bought from the BGA at 
£1 .00 each. Those whose money has been received at 
the BGA by the end of each month will then participate 
in the draw on the first Wednesday of each following 
month. Tickets will not be issued in order to keep the 
administrative costs low but each member will purchase 

a "number" which will go into the draw. it is hoped that 
members will purchase 12 months' worth of tickets at a 
time. Winners will receive their prizes direct from the 
BGA and a list of their names will be published in S&G. 

Please complete the form below and return it to the BGA 
with your payment. Please note that only BGA members 
and their families may participate and that the BGA is 
registered under the Lotteries And Amusements Act 
1976 with Leicester City Council. 

Pete Stratten 
Promoter 

r----------------------------------
To: Pete Stral1en, Brlli~h Glidlog Association. Kimberley House. 

Vaughan Way, Leicester LE l 4SE 

Please include me 1n the ~ 1000 club· and I enclose £' 1 ?..00 {payable to 
BGA) fer 1wel11e months ol enlnes, or rnulliples thereof. 

Name s;gned 

Address 

Crystal clear ..... 
This beautiful tapered corner cry stal block m easures 

80 x 50 x 50 mm and encloses a fu ll 3D image o f 

one of the most beautiful sai lp lanes ever designed. 

A perfect replica, whether viewed from above, 

be.low or behmd, 1t's a mintature to treasure. 

Th e block is made f rom K9 optical Lead Crystal, 

<Jnd is specifica lly designed to re flect the 

minute detail offered by m odern laser engraving 

techno logy. 

An idea l gift for Christmas, t o mark a special occasion or just 

to buy fo r your own enjoymen t, it is available as ASW28 [a 
illustrat ed). ASW22, N imbus JOT or Pegase. 

Supplied in a si lk lined presenta ti on box, t his unusual precision 

made block can be LISed as a simple paper­

weight or a delightful disp lay piece. 

This superb gift can be found in the BGA 
online shop at www.gliding.eo.uk/shop 
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DYNON D-lOA EFIS 

Attitude, Airspeed, Altimeter, Compass, Rate 
of turn, Slip ball- the perfect Blind Flying 
instrument. 

McMurdo G-Mox 
PERSONAL LOCATOR BEACON 

The Fastfind MaxG is a 
revolutionary hand-held 
Personal Locator Beacon 
that features a built-in GPS 
receiver (Global Positioning 
System) combined with a 
406 M Hz transmitter and 
121 .5 MHz homing signal. 
The Fastfind MaxG has a 
battery designed for 48-
hour operation at 
temperatures as low as 
-20 Celsius. 

.. ::: 
~ 

Now needed for many EASA transition gliders, 
the compact STORK gauge is fitted as standard 
to most new gliders with water ballast. 




