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Things could be worse! 
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lt's unlikely you will ever make quite such a pig's breakfast 
of a landing, but it's nice to know that if you did, you 
could rely on Flight Insurance! 

Whatever kind of predicament you might find you self in, you can be 
sure of a sympathetic ear and a helping hand, because we have 
probably heard it all before! 

No matter what disasters overtake our clients, we are usually able to 
save their bacon! 

Contact Carol Taylor on 
Thirsk (01845) 522777 -24hr. Ansaphone Service 
Or write to: 

FLIGHT INSURANCE 
48A Market Place, Thirsk , North Yorkshire Y07 lLH 
In association with Lowndes Lambert Aviation Ltd. Fax: (01845) 526203 



Your Saxony Superwing getting unmanageable? 
Want Something light and Easy to rig ? 

Still want to dash off on a 300k? 

Milworth ?lee 7 
Our Wing Root weighs less than most Tips. 

No Rigging Aids required 
300K Flight in April; Recovery Parachute Option 

Kenilworth 7 The Willows. Bangor, Co. Down BT19 7XZ Tei/Fax:Ol247 453783 
lnt Ltd. 7 Humber Road, Coventry CV3 1 AT Tel: 01203 444223 Fax: 01203 635032 
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Wycombe Air Park 
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Complete S.Z.D. glider range from training to competition. 
Delivery guaranteed for th_is s_eason, at aHordable prices. 

S.Z.D. Acro 
The best of Soaring and Aerobatics at a remarkably low price. 

The S.Z.D. Acro is a dual-purpose single-seat all composite sa i~ lplane. 
A Standard class sailplane with a 40:1 glide angle, or detach the tips and have a virtually unlimited 

aerobatic glider. 

Price Ex-works 39,680 German Marks 

Also availab'le the remarkable SK 94 parachute. Price £465. Exclusive of VAT. 

For further information write to: 
Anglo Polish Sailplanes, 22 Woodhurst South, Ray Mead Road, Maidenhead, Berks. Sl6 8NZ 

Telephone/fox 01628 39690 
Zenon Marczynski 0181 755 4157 
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YOUR LE ERS=====----~ 

DISCONNECTED AILERON 
Dear Ediitor, 

In th e last issue, p224, there was a report of 
a fatal accident at Talgarth involving an in-flight 
disconnection of a part aileron on a Std Cirrus. 

A few years ago I had a similar occurrence in 
a Std Cirrus. Some distance into a cross
country flight I heard a metallic clunk from the 
centre-section area which I guessed was one of 
the control linkages falling off, although there 
was no immediately obvious change in the 
handling. 

As I had plenty of height available I flew 
slowly and carefully back to the site and then 
carried out handling checks while still high 
enough to bale out if necessary. lt then became 
obvious that the part aileron was disconnected 
and trai ling in the slipstream. Although the rate 
of roll was somewhat reduced, I was able to 
make a safe landing. 

As in the above accident, a positive control 
check had been carried aut afler rigging . I can 
only presume that I had somehow managed to 
get the joint only partly an , but sufficiently so to 
pass the positive control check and to survive a 
winch launch. Only on encountering turbulence 
during flight did it came apart. 

After landing I gat an inspector to check the 
disconnected L'Hotellier joint which he pro
nounced as being sound and undamaged . He 
also said that if I had flown at much over 60kt 
the aileron, which is only semi-mass balanced , 
would have started to flutter, as was the case in 
the Talgarth accident which occurred on 
aerotaw. 

I believe this type of glider is prone to port 
aileron disconnection and indeed there is a 
diagonal bar in the centre-section specifically to 
catch the long push rod and prevent the aileron 
circuit from jamming should this occur. 

Ever since this incident, which I did .report to 
my club's safety officer, I always try to pull 
these joints apart after connecting them and 
have not (touch wood) had any further prob
lems with them. Should this be a standard 
procedure? 
DEREK COPELAND, Rickmansworth, Herts 

Bill Scull replies: Derek Copeland is right on 
most counts. Yes, a positive check may not 
reveal a partial connection . The most effective 
check is to try and pull the connection apart. 
Several other experienced pilots I've talked to 

have coped with a disconnected aileron. There 
is a modification far the Std Cirrus to support 
the port aileron control if it is disconnected, to 
stop the ai lerons from jamming completely. 
However, I· would query the statement that "this 
type of glider is prone to port aileron disconnec
tion." I think it's dawn to the person doing the 
check and , incidentally, a lack of lubrication 
seems to make it harder to make the connec
tion. 

BR/AN'S SWIPE AT THE BGA 
Dear Editor, 

I read Natasha Spreckley's article (last issue, 
p200) on Brian's acllievements, his philosophy 
and above all , perhaps, his impressive competi
tion record , with admiration and even a touch of 
envy I 

Brian has put a great deal into our sport and , 
deservedly, taken much from it. He is a high 
profile and successful personality an the British 
and, indeed, the world gliding stage. He is 
therefore particularly well placed to influence 
glider pilots of all levels of achievement and 
experience, and his advice and opinions are 
likely to be taken seriously. 

What a pity , then , that the article should 
include such a sour and unjustified swipe at 
those of us who, entirely voluntarily and in our 
own time , undertake the demanding and 
onerous task of "administration". The members 
of the BGA Executive Committee - according to 
Brian "people who have not experienced the 
enormous elation and despair that is the stuff of 
competition" -deserve better than that. As vice
chairman of the BGA it is my pleasure to write 
this letter in order to set the record straight. 

The facts speak for themselves. Your 
chairman is an ex Nationals pilot and your vice
chairman is a current Regionals pilot. The 
chairman of the Instructors' Committee is a 
Nationals pilot and, with Chris Railings, has this 
July achieved the first ever 1 OOOkm flight in the 
UK. (See p280) . In addition , we have on the 
Executive a number of other extremely enthusi
astic and successfu l Nationals and Regionals 
pilots . The Committee provides a high level of 
commitment to the whole competition fraternity 
through the Competitions and Awards 
Committee , and substantial financial support for 
the members of our national team - including 
Brian! 

Lastly, I would remind Brian that the BGA is 

ROGER TARGETT 

run very much along democratic lines. If he 
wishes •to put even mare back into the move
ment why not set about being elected on to the 
Executive and t11us influence the style of 
administration from within ? 
DICK DIXO , BGA vice-chairman 

THE GPS DEBATE CONTINUED! 
Dear Editor, 

Evidently bath Derek Capeland in the last 
issue, p199, and your goad self (your headline) , 
misinterpreted my April letter, p69. I was simply 
commenting an what the effect of the "one 
either side" rule only would be if in the future 
GPS datalaggers became the only accepted 
method of TP control. I am pleased to see that 
the alternative "one in" has now been restored . 
The current legitimate tactic of barely entering 
any part of the zone, then leaving on the same 
side, should thus remain available. If the "one 
in" option is again deleted , the zone radius 
should be increased so as not to force pilots to 
either hold or fly through adverse conditions , 
such as a cu-nim over the TP. 

I made no complaint. On tile rules existing I 
could run my GPS datalogger throughout the 
/light, and where tactical circumstances at a TP 
were unfavourable to the "one either side" GPS 
method of control , all! had to do was take a 
photograph instead. 

Now I'll really stir things up with a provocative 
comment . The essence of racing is completing 
a course as quickly as possible using muscle, 
motor or the natural elements . Few forms of 
racing require any type of navigation. Some 
that do, eg offshore yacht racing, do not de
mand traditional navigation only but permit 
modern aids as well. We have to navigate 
through a three dimensional maze of restricted 
airspace. Anything that simplifies this subordi
nate task should be welcome. If you want to 
compete at using topographical maps and 
compass , join an orienteering club. 

If you want to race gliders , get yourself a 
GPS. But if you don't also make sure that you 
can revert to basic map reading , you are not 
likely to do well when your GPS fails . More 
importantly, the good name of the movement 
will be at risk when you bumble into prohibited 
airspace or thermal inside an airway. If you do 
submit datalogger evidence, your sins, inadver
tent or deliberate, will surely find you out. 

I should really advocate the banning of GPS • 

FOR SPECIALIST REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 

ROGER TAKGEIT Offering outstanding workmanship, efficiency and 
service in: 

Sailplane Services 

Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
Nympsfield, Nr. Stonehouse 
Gloucestershire GL 10 3TX 

Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861 
Home (01453) 860447 (Portable (0850) 769060 

October/November 1995 

* All glass, carbon and kevlar repairs 

* Wood and Metal repairs 

* All modifications 

* Motor Glider engine approval 

* C of A Renewals 

* General Maintenance 

(including re-finishing and wax polishing) 
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The Complete Glider Service 
* CAA APPROVED WELDI,NG * 

HIGH QUALITY MAJOR REPAIRS: Glass Fibre , Carbon . Kevla r, S teel 
Tube & Wood Gliders . 

TOST WHEELS: (All s izes) with/without Brakes , Tyres. All Spa res. 
WEAK LINKS & Release hooks/rings. Most types , n ew a nd exch a n ge . 

DOPES AND PAINTS: Stockists: All Neogene products. s pecial pa in ts 
on request. including Etch Primers & Polyesters . 

WINCH CABLE: (4 .0mm-4.5mm-5.0m m) High Ten s ile, All accessories, 
Ferrules. Tost Weak Links, Covers , Release Rings a nd Hook s . 

PARACHUTES & Shock Ropes. 

MATERIALS: All sizes fo r repa irs/re-builds. GLl birch ply. 
GL1 - l.5mm Ply , (Special Price). 

FABRICS: All Ceconites & Ta pes (Light-weight.) Aerolen e . Cotton s . 
Glass Cloth , Madapolam. 

London Sailplanes 
Limited 

IN STOCK: Wood/Fa bric glues , Various Resins. Hm:d en ers . German 
steel tubing -All s izes . 

INSTRUMENT CALIBRATION & SERVICING. Full Se t 
Numbers / Letters £ 50 .00 inc. 

Tring Roa d. Dunstable. Beds LU6 2J P 
Tel: (0 158 2) 662068 • Fax:: (0 158 2) 606568 

Made to Measure; Water- Bags. UKAgent. 

Open Monday to Saturday 
8.30am to 6.00pm 

HUNDREDS of item s in stock for your Flying needs : PHONE or FAX . . . 

SAMEDAY Despatch for a ll orders . 

FLY FASTER ~~EINFrn~~=rrAcr 
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with CAMBRIDGE GPS.NAV 

NEW PRICES! 
Our new compact 
models 20 and 25 are 
less expensive and 
easier to install. 

CAI is very proud to 
announce the Industry's 
most advanced wind 
measurement feature. 
In addition to the effective 
headwind or tailwind, 
you now know the actual 
direction and speed. 

NEW WIND FEATURE eliminates the guesswork: 
Is the ridge going to work? 
In what direction does the blue thermal street run? 
Where are the wind shears? 

• Cambridge GPS-NAV products are designed to the highest lev
els of data security. All our products will be approved for badge 
and record homologation by the FAI. 

Unit25 
Bankside 
Kidlington 

Oxford OX5 1 JE 
Tel: 01865 841441 
Fax: 01865 842495 

All Cambridge products 
carry a full 2-year warranty. 

llr. CAMBAilGE AERO \J., INS'mUMENTS 
RA Box 100-3, wanen, VT 05674 

Ph. 802-496-nss 
Fax: 802-496-6235 

e-mail : cai@cerfnet.com 

B US INE SS .ME .. BER 
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The Ultimate Self-Launch Two-Seater 

NOW WITH VP PROP 

> Syndicate 

For information please contact: 
Mike .Jefferyes, 
Tanglewood, Fingrith Hall Road, 
Black m ore, Nr. lngatestone, 
Essex CM4 ORU 
Phone & Auto Fax: 01277 823066 

EBBO 
The 
Investment 
of your 
Life! 

1. Unfold your wings single-handed, then 
taxi out and take-off unaided. 

2. Climb at 7kts and cruise at 122kts to 
clear airspace or reach good weather. 
Range at 122kts is over 600 miles 
(at 80 knots , 53 mpg: range> 1000 miles) 

3. Switch-off, retract the nose over the 
folded prop. and- What a Glider'' 

- Phenomenal high-speed 50:1 glide 
(eg. 1012 km@ 149kph, Spain June '92). 

- Unrivalled handling, docile stall and 
thermal control for its 23 metre span. 

- Side-by-side seats so comfortable 
you hadn't even noticed! 

4. Re-start with neglligible height oss 
(Safety is the S10 's Ace of Trumps) 
then cruise back home to base. 

A Parachute designed to provide a safe exit and low speed descent to even the 
heaviest of pilots ye t occupying minimum cockpit space and providing long 
duration comfort. Your life is too valuable to trust to an inferior design . 
PERFORMAi\lCE DATA 
Max. operational height : 10,000ft Weight of assembly: 14lb 
Max . deployment speed: 1 <;()knots 
Operationa1life now extended to 1 <;years. 

Rate of uescent at 255lb: 17.7ft/s 

October/November 1995 

Irvin Great Britain Ltd 

Icknidd Way. Lctchworth, Hertfordshire 

l <r ... at Brit.• in , SG6 1 E 

Tdcphun ·: I.t u:hw<mh lH 1 >2~182000 

FaL~imilc : Ol -1 >~- · •~2l)ll7 
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YOUR LETTE1RS 

and other aids. Some people have said that 44 
years of professional flying (including four years 
as an RAF OFI/pilot navigation instructor and 
five years aerial survey) and 41 years gliding , 
give me an unfair advantage in map reading . ill I 
lose this debate I won't complain ! 
SAM ST PIERRE, Bedale, North Yorks 

A DIMPLED GLIDER? 
Dear Editor, 

I read in a National Geographic Magazine 
that a baseball player was using a bat covered 
with little dimples, claiming it would aid him in 
•hitting the ball tarther and faster. The technical 
reason is that dimples on jet aircraft and golf 
balls allow air to flow over them more efficiently 
by reducing surface drag. 

I wonder how many little hemispherical holes 
need to be drilled on a glider to achieve similar 
benefits? Maybe some learned aerodynamicist 
should give the idea some wind tunnel time on 
a glider nose, wing or botll. But not on our 
syndicate ASW-22 please until the benefits are 
proven? 
MICHAEL RUSSELL, Henham, Herts 

Beverley Margaret Grey: Does anyone know 
Beverley's married name and address? Ronald 
Hurst of 27 Crockhamwell Road , Woodley , 
Reading , RG5 3LE is anxious to contact her as 
he is writing a thesis on her father's career
C.G.Grey, the editor of The Aeroplane until 
1939. Beverley was a member of the Army GC 
at Lasham in 1952 and married an Army officer. 

~ 

In every 
life a · 
liHie rain 
must fall 

So make sure you have 
a reliable umbrella! 

We can supply just the 
right cover for your 
glider or your aircraft -
let us keep you flying 
high (and dry)! 

Phone, tax or write to: 
Stephen Hill 

h •11 aviation I insurance I services ltd 

Phone: 01765 690777 Fax: 01765 690544 
4 Bedern Bank , Ripon. 

North Yorkshire HG4 1 PE_ 
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ust two years ago the DG-800, designed by 
the Glaser-Dirks' team, was presented as the 
first of a new generation of 18 metre self launch
ing sailplanes. They used the high performance, 
comfortable to fly Dell! wing section developed 
by Loek M. M. Boermans. The aircraft also has 
a slim 15/18m sister, the DG-800s sailplane. 

The S prototypes were built using a slightly 
modified DG-600 fuselage. lt wasn't much ad
vertised and the first ones were built for pilots 
who specially ordered thern. After showing ex
cellent performance in both the 15 and 18 Metre 
Classes at competitions and at the last two World 
Championsllips. the glider was also put in 
Glaser-Dirks' production and LBA type certified 
last February. lt became a favourite choice for 
competition pilots and for clubs and those look
ing for an easy-to-fly flapped competition glider. 

There were two reasons for developing the B. 
The first was that Rotax, who had made the en
gines for most self launching sailplanes with re
tractable power plants , stopped production of all 
their two-stroke motor glider engines The sec
ond was the old engine, already well proven in 
the DG-400, which had a lot of successful modi
fications to lower its noise leveL 

Glaser-Dirks found the new engine they were 
looking for here in Great Britain - the Mid-West 
MWAE 50 which is a small, water cooled two
stroke two cylinder engine with 50 hp at 6000rpm. 
lt was developed especially for motor gliders 
from a three cylinder engine used in light aircraft, 
working together with Glaser-Dirks. 

lt is fixed at the bottom of the propeller boom 
and drives the prop via a toothed-belt with a three 
to one reduction. The boom carrying the broad
bladed prop consists of two spars, in which the 
belt is guided. Between them is the water cooler. 
The silencer in the fuselage connects automati
cally to the engine's exhaust system when it is 
extended. When extended, the top of the engine 
with its four spark plugs and ignition coils (yes, it 
has an electronic double ignition system} is just 
level with the top of the fuselage, so it is easy to 
check, although it doesn't act as an airbrake. 

The engine is simple to operate. Glaser-Dirks 
digital engine interface (DEl} , well known from 
the DG-400, 500 and 600 motor gliders, has 
been steadily improved. To start the engine, you 
set the main and ignition switches at "on" for the 
engine/propeller unit to swing out. You then 
press the starter knob in the middle of the throt
tle. But don't worry- the starter won't work until 
the unit is completely raised I There is no choke, 
the electronic system decides with temperature 
sensors how much extra fuel is to be injected 
automatically to give the engine a good start. 

The DEl display shows tile engine speed, the 
fuel in the fuselage tank and water temperature. 
Other information can be dialled up. If anything 
goes wrong, the "out of range" value is immedi
ately displayed blinking , overriding the normal 
display. To prevent the variometer needle from 
trembling, simply switch the variometer supply 
from the total energy tube to the static holes 
when the engine is running. The holes in the 
fuselage aren't influenced by the propeller wash. 

The ignition switch turns off the engine and 
below 90km/h the propeller soon stops. The 
boom automatically swings some degrees back
wards, bringing a rubber stopper into the pro
peller circle. You can see the propel ler in the 

258 

JOCHEN EWALD 

Jochen continues his popular series assessing the latest 
German gliders 

DG- 800 

o-

Technical data:DG·BOOe 
Span (m) 
Aspect ratio 
AUW (kg) 
Wing loading (kg/m2) 
Max speed (km/h) 

15 
21.07 
525 
37.6 
270 

18 
27.43 
525 
34.5 
270 

little mirror on the instrument panel and if it does
n't stop in a vertical position, pushing the starter 
knob makes it move slowly in position. The unit 
then automatically disappears in the fuselage. 
There is also a "manual" switch on the instru
ment panel, but normally you won't have to use 
it. In a fire emergency you only need to close the 
fuel cock, which is hidden on the left side of the 
cockpit. Actually I prefer fuel cocks that are ob
vious when closed' if you are using the engine. 

The fuselage fuel tank holds 22 litres of two
stroke fuel , enough for one hour "full throttle" op
eration. There are two optional wing tanks with 
15 litres each to refil l the main tank in flight by 
opening a valve left and right of your shoulder. 
The fuse lage tank is refilled by a little electric 
pump system from a can or through a petro l cap 
on top of the fuselage. Tile drain valve is below 
the fuselage in the wheel housing. Many pilots 
forget this useful aid and are sometimes aston
islled if their engine does not run properly due to 
water in the fuel system! 

The 1 00 litre waterballast tanks allowed bring 
the motor glider's weight up to the maximum 
525kg. lt is possible to reach a maximum wing 
load of 44.5kg/m2 with the 18m tips and 49.2 
kg/m2 with 15m span. There is also the option of 
a 15m wing let. I feel that flying with 15m span is 
more reasonable for the pure DG-800s glider. 

Technical data DG·BOOs : 
Span (m) 15 18 
Aspect ration 21 . 0 7 27.43 
AUW (kg) 525 525 
Wing loading (kg/m2) 31 .5 29 
Max speed (km/h) 270 270 

But even if you don't fly with the short wing, t11e 
15/ 18m option allows you to buy a short stan
dard trailer_ The low empty weight of 325kg 
(328kg wit~ removable 18m wingtips} and the 
automatic connections make rigging and han
dling easy. The tailplane is fixed by a bolt that 
can't be lost - you see its head sticking out at the 
top of the tailplane if it is not screwed in. 

There is now the opNon of newly designed 
small winglets for the 18m wing . They were fixed 
to the 800s prototype when I flew it. 

The cockpit design is well known from other 
DG single-seaters. Glaser-Dirks was one of the 
first to give a (DG-600} fuselage for crash tests, 
and it proved to be stronger than it looks with its 
big canopy. These tests led to some structural 
improvements to give the pilot even mare safety. 
Another good safety option is "Augsburger 
Ballonfabrik's" "NOAH" cushion that is inflated 
by pressurised air after the canopy is jettisoned. 
lt helps the pilot bale out and should save valu
able seconds and lives. This system is available 
for all their other single-seaters from the DG-1 00 
onwards. 

The big canopy makes it easy to climb into the 
cockpit which is spacious for even the tallest 
pilot. But while there is excellent visibility, there 
is one drawback - reflections which can be 
avoided by wearing dark trousers, socks and 
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shoes. Thanks to the adjustable backrest the 
controls are within easy reach. Only the canopy 
jettison lever and the opening lever behind it on 
the right canopy frame do not grip very well and 
pilots with well built legs might have problems 
operating it, especially the one you need in an 
emergency. If this red lever is operated , the 
canopy is opened by a spring at the nose, while 
a "Roger-hook" holds the rear end down. This 
ensures that the canopy flies away upwards. 

The engine starts well and runs astonishingly 
smoothly for a light and small two-stroke two 
cylinder unit. During the engine checks, you 
might find you could do with an extra hand. One 
holds the airbrake lever. combined with the 
wheel brake and the other pushes the throttle 
forwards - the nose goes down and there is no 
third hand to pull the stick back I 

The engine is so powerful that even the ele
vator would not prevent the nose going down at 
full power with brakes on. Taxying is nearly as 
easy as in a Falke with the steerable tailwheel 
and little wheels at the wingtips. If the grass is 
high it turns the DG-800 out of direction but taxy
ing and flying with any glider would be danger
ous. The airfield should be cut to avoid the risk 
of groundloops and if using paved taxyways, 
take care of the nine metre wide track. 

After the magneto check you set the flap po
sition of the big flaperons to +8, pull the stick 
back and push the throttle fully forwards. There 
is no need to alter the flap setting during take-off 
or landing and on aerotows and winch launches 
the flaps remain at their preset position. This pre
vents problems with inexperienced club pilots. lt 
is no problem to keep the tail down with the ele
vator even on rough ground. and after some 
yards of taxying you can get the wings levelled. 
Acceleration is very good and it leaves the 
ground after a short run. The undercarriage 
lever (as usual with DGs on the left) is rather 
small. There isn't much room at the side of the 
cockpit but it isn't difficult to operate. In flight, the 
8 is really quiet from the ground and the cockpit 
sound level is lower than in its predecessors, but 
tl1e headsets given with each motorised DG 
should still be worn to protect your ears! 

The climb rate is excellent. In spite of temper
atures > 25"C I reached 1 OOOm in only 5min, fly
ing at 90km/h with 6000rpm and full throttle. 
Flying level gives about 140km/h, so the opti
mum (and fuel saving) for powered cruising is 
using the sawtooth system. In hot weather there 

is enough fresh air coming into the cockpit from 
the front, but most of it passes along the canopy 
and doesn't cool the pilot's face. lt is possible to 
get fresh air with the litt le window scoop, but I 
would prefer an adjustable fresh air nozzle on 
the right cockpit wall as in the DG-500 series. 

I didn't feel any remarkable trim changes stop
ping and retracting the engine. If the engine is 
stopped, but not retracted , performance and fly
ing qualities are far better than with the old "out
board" engines (like the DG-400). But tt1is 
shou ldn't tempt you to try and start the engine 
too low or too late. Especially with re tractable 
engines most motor glider accidents occur when 
the engine doesn't start immediately at low alti
tude and the pilot fails to look for a good field be
fore trying to start the engine. With every motor 
glider you should think about making a nice out
landing in a normal glider, as you have been 
taught. If the engine then starts, be happy and 
fly home, but never be in a situation where the 
engine has to start! 

My take-off weight was 420kg, so I flew with a 
wingload of 35.5 kg/m2 . Stalling was gentle and 
at 70km/h indicated airspeed the glider started 
to feel soft. After some buffeting and shaking the 
DG-8008 dropped a wing at 65km/h. lt stopped 
turning immediately I moved the stick forward. 
Using the fl aps landing position "L", the be
haviour was the same and the speeds indicated 
about 3km/h lower. Putting the airbrakes out re
sulted in a stall speed of 71 km/h. The flap lever 
is positioned high. but in a comfortable position. 

The aileron forces are, due to the long flaper
ons that have to be moved, a little bit higher com
pared to similar sized gliders. But they result in 
excellent manoeuvrability. Even with the flaps at 
+8 (the most positive thermalling setting) only a 
little more than 4.5sec was needed to change 
from 45° to 45°at 90km/h. Therm ailing at the pos
itive flap positions requires a little amount of 
aileron support. Rolling at 0-flaps shows a good 
aileron -rudder co-ordination -with flaps down 
the aileron is more effective than the rudder. The 
DG-800 is very stable when thermalli ng and 
even in rough air doesn't need much work. The 
main advantage compared with the DG-600 is it 
makes better use of the thermals while offering 
equal performance at l1igh speeds without the 
same degree of concentration and work. 

The trim release knob on the stick may be 
fixed in the "released" position by a little clamp. 
This makes flying very comfortable, as the ele-
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TEST FLYING THE DG-800s 

vator forces are low and the trim spring is only 
needed during aerotow. A piece of elastic be
tween the flaps and elevator gives an automatic 
elevator setting when using the flaps which 
works well. The ASI showed 75km/h at +8, 
11 Okm/11 at 0 and 180km/h at the most forward 
flap position -1 4. These are about the optimal 
speeds for each flap setting. In landing configu
ration, flaps Land airbrakes out, the speed went 
to a sensible 85 km/h. 

After lowering the wheel with the little lever it 
is wise to check whether the lever has really 
snapped in the correct (fronUieft) position. Flap 
setting for the landing is L, but if you forget to 
operate the flaps there is no danger. The lever 
is on the same pivot as the airbrake lever. Putting 
the airbrakes full out switches the flaps to a pos
itive position, where they remain. The airbrakes 
are effective and allow a steep approach. 

Sideslip is also easy to control and landing is 
as problem free as with a club glider. The steer
able tailwheel allows safe taxying from the land
ing area. The aileron response to prevent the 
wing dropping is also perfect in the flaps L posi
tion . You don't need any help to bring the DG-
8008 back as you can taxy with the engine. If the 
engine is still warm , the throttle has to be set at 
full power before starting to prevent it from get
ting too much fuel wl1en starting. If it is not too 
windy, the good aileron response allows taxy
ing, even at slow speeds, with the wings level. 

Judging from contest results the DG-800s is 
one of the best high performance competition 
self launchers. At the same time the quiet en
gine, the easy handling and engine operation 
make it a comfortable cross-country glider for 
less experienced pilots and for use on noise sen
sitive airfields. 

New wingtips for the DG·600 
Due to the initiative of DG-600 pi lots Bernard 
Dolba and Wilhelm Dirks winglets for the 17m 
wings of both the DG-600 and DG-600M have 
been developed. tested and LBA certified. 

Test flights have shown a noticeable increase 
in performance at low speeds and the effective
ness has been even higher when thermall ing. 
Also the handling has improved and it is possi
ble to fly slower in thermals. The eight pilots who 
have these winglets are extremely satisfied, in
cluding lngo Renner who flew his DG-600 to 2nd 
place in the Australian Nationals. 

(The British DG agent is McLean Aviation.) .:1 
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G,ounded fo< '""'" yem because of 
ignorance -an incident described by Pete 

A pilot was flying a wave cross-country and had 
been at high altitude for about four ho.urs when 
he was suddenly attacked by a searing 
headache. The pain was of such ferocity that he 
could no longer really concentrate on flying the 
sailplane , but through the discomfort he thought 
it best to get on to the ground before something 
di sastrous happened. During the descent the 
pain eased a little and he managed to fly to his 
home airfield. 

Once on the ground the headache had gone 
but the pilot felt completely drained of enthusi
asm for anything , except for going to bed for a 
long sleep. 

This he did , but on waking next morning he 
found one arm numb and devoid of any sensa
tion . The pilot, thinking that this was getting a lit
tle serious , decided to go to his doctor to get 
things sorted. The doctor diagnosed a transient 
ischemic attack, a transitory stroke, and imme
diately grounded the pilot! 

it took the luckl'ess pilot three years to con
vince the medical and licensing authorities that 
this was a wrong diagnosis and that he should 
be allowed to continue flying. He is flying again 
and representing his country at World 
Championships. 

What was the real reason for this pilot's inca
pacitation? 

All the evidence available suggests that the 
he suffered an attack of decompression sick 
ness (DCS). it was quite obvious that with time 
the pilot has totally recovered, but a course of 
recompression therapy on the day of the event 
would have ensured a speedier result and he 
would have been able to be flying again 48hrs 
after the event. 

it is hardly surprising that the doctor did not 
diagnose DCS as I doubt if he had even heard 
of the problem, except perhaps in association 
with divers rather than fliers , Jet alone seen a 
case before this one. 

In my casual discussions with glider pilots 
about DCS the response ranges from mild con
fusion to total ignorance. In this article we will try 
to unravel the confusion and remedy the igno
rance, but one fact to start off with is that de
compression sickness is not hypoxia or lack of 
oxygen. 

Flying at altitudes above , say, 15 OOOft is full 
of danger to catch the unwary and can be di· 
vided into four areas: 
1. Hypoxia, which was dealt with by Peter Saundby 
in his excellent article in 1993 S&G Yearbook. 
2. Trapped gas within the body , which expands 
with increasing height and is only unpleasant 
when it gets vented. Voids (sinuses and inner 
ear) within the head may not equalise pressure 
on descent and cause pain. 
3. Cold, which has been written about before but 
basically prepare for it by wearing many thin lay
ers of clothing. However warm it is on the air
field, it is always cold at altitude. 
4. Decompression sickness , which we cover in 
the paper we gave at the OSTIV Congress held 
with the World Championships at Borlange , 
Sweden in 1993 and reproduced from Technical 
Soaring. 
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THE RISKS 
OF WAVE FLYING 
The photograph above looks idylic but gliding at high altitude 
needs to be treated with respect. This is emphasised in both 
the introduction by Pete Harmer and the OSTIV paper 
presented by Pete and Bob Weien 

DECOMPRESSION SICKNESS IN HIGH AL
TITUDE GLIDER OPERA T/ONS by Robert W. 
Weien and Peter M. Harmer, RAF lAM, 
Farnborough, England. 

Introduction 
High altitude glider operations possess the 

potential for causing decompression sickness 
(DCS), as a consequence of the altitudes 
reached and the times spent at those altitudes . 
The risk , and therefore the incidence, should be 
higher in glider pilots than in military pilots . be
cause of the general lack of preventative mea
sures taken in soaring . This paper discusses 
DCS in general , the risk in glider operations, and 
briefly describes a study which attempted to es
tablish the incidence of DCS in the gliding com
munity. 

DCS is the medical condition which occurs as 
a result of the reduction in ambient barometric 
pressure to such a degree that inert gas dis
solved in the blood and tissues comes out of so
lution and forms bubbles. it is most commonly 
associated with diving , but also occurs in the avi
ation environment. 

Physiology of DCS 
The fluids in the body contain inert gases, in 

quantities consistant with Henry's Law. This 
states that the amount of gas that will dissolve in 
a liquid at a given temperature is directly propor
tional to the partial pressure of that gas over the 
liquid . All gases are absorbed and eliminated 
according to this .Jaw, but most gases are either 

metabol jcally active or have a partial pressure 
too low to be of significance. 

The inert gas of primary interest in DCS is ni
trogen, since it constitutes 79% of the atmo
sphere. it is not metabolised . thus it is absorbed 
and eliminated from the tissues and body fluids 
passively . The body tends towards saturation 
with nitrogen, so a diver absorbs additional ni 
trogen when breathing underwater under l1igh 
pressure . When the diver returns to sea level 
pressures . the excess nitrogen must be elimi
nated . 

Nitrogen is absorbed and eliminated through 
the lungs, and further dissemination through the 
circulatory system . Different tissues have differ
ent rates of absorbtion and elimination , compli
cating the issue of predicting total body nitrogen 
levels . This area has been extensively re
searched , primarily in the diving environment, 
as part of dive table development. 

When a body has been at sea level for a pro
longed period (days), it is saturated with nitro
gen. An ascent .to higher altitude (lower 
pressure) results in supersaturation , and the 
body begins to off-gas the excess nitrogen. The 
degree of supersaturation necessary for bub
bles to form is defined by the critical supersatu
ration ratio : 

PN2 / PB ~ CSR 
in which PN2 is the partial pressure of nitrogen 
at the equilibrated altitude, and PB is the total 
barometric pressure at the altitude of interest. In 
aviation we are rarely concerned with mixed gas 
use, so only air (79% nitrogen, 20.9% oxygen) 
is considered here . For air the CSR is 1.58. 
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ers and owned a Nimbus 2 when In the 
USA. Pete Harmer is a physicist and has 
worked at RAF lAM and CHS for the last 
12 years on altitude lffe support and pro
tection. Pete started gliding at 
Farnborough in 1964 and is now a Full Cat 
instructor with two Diamonds and 
2500hrs. He, with his wife Ji/1, has flown 
their K-2a from many sites throughout 
Britain and several in Europe, and they 
have often been seen local soaring 
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When a reduction in pressure is made which ex
ceeds this level then DCS becomes possible. 
For those equilibrated to sea level pressures 
(760 mmHg), this occurs at approximately 18 
500ft. The CSR threshold is based on the as
sumption that the linear ascent threshold well 
known in the diving community extends into the 
altitude realm. Recent studies in the USA indi
cate that the altitude threshold may actually be 
considerably lower. Nonetheless, 18 500ft can 
be used as a rule of thumb in describing the po
tential onset threshold. 

Clinical features of DC5 
Once bubbles form . they can have a variety 

of effects ranging from simple joint pain, through 
to death. The degree of symptoms and their lo
cation depend on the number of bubbles , and 
where they travel after they have formed. 
Bubbles cause symptoms through two basic 
mechanisms; mechanical effects and surface 
activity effects. 

Mechanical effects are those wl1icl1 occur as 
a result of the physical presence of the bubble. 
These include obstruction of blood vessels and 
tissue distortion or disruption. When a vessel is 
obstructed the flow of blood downstream in that 
vessel is restricted or eliminated, resulting in 
symptoms of tissue hypoxia. Tissue changes 
can be caused by the expansion of gas bubbles 
through the effect of Boyle's Law which states 
that as ambient pressure is reduced , a bubble 
will expand, and exert force on the surrounding 
tissues. 

The surface activity effects are those result
ing from the body's active response to a foreign 
body. The surtace of a bubble is viewed as a for
eign body and several systems respond to it as 
such, including the complement cascade and 
platelets. 

Common presentations of altitude DCS in
clude joint pains (the "bends") , skin symptoms 
(often itching), neurologic symptoms 
(headaches, numbness, or paralysis) and respi
ratory symptoms (shortness of breath, substan
tial chest pain). 

A number of factors which influence the onset 
of DCS have been noted. these include: 
1. Exercise . Physical exercise, especially during 
or in the hours immediately after an altitude ex
posure. increases the likelihood of DCS. 

2. Cold. Low temperatures increase the risk 
of DCS, probably due to vasoconstriction result
ing in poor perfusion of peripheral areas (poor 

August!September 1995 

circulation). This, in turn , leads to incomplete 
clearing of nitrogen from the poorly pertused tis
sues. 
3. Age. Increasing age increases risk. 
4. Obesity. Fat is a long half-time tissue: that is, 
it absorbs and eliminates nitrogen over a much 
longer time course than "fast" tissues, such as 
blood. This leads to localised areas of increased 
off-gassing gradient where bubbles can form. 
5. Dehydration . This leads to reduced circulat
ing blood volume, and poor perfusion, and can 
result in incomplete clearing of excess nitrogen. 
6. Physical injury. Inflammation associated with 
an injury is a common site for DCS symptoms. 
7. Flying after diving. If one has participated in 
diving activities and absorbed extra nitrogen, 
this increases the total need for nitrogen elimi
nation and lowers the altitude at which the CSR 
will be exceeded. 
8. Gender. Females are at significantly higher 
risk of DCS than males. 

The onset of symptoms is usually rapid . 
Approximately half the cases occur while at alti
tude , or in the fi rst hour after return to ground 
level in altitude chamber runs. The initial symp
tom occurs with in 12 hours in 86% of cases and 
witl1in 24 hours in 97%. 

DCS responds well to correct treatment. 
Recompression therapy in a hyperbaric (diving) 
chamber is the standard treatment: in a recent 
ten year review of the USAF's experience with 
altitude DCS, 98.5% had complete resolution. ·In 
the absence of a hyperbaric chamber, or unti l a 
patient can be transported to one, 100% oxygen 
should be breathed, (this treatment is not as ef
fective, however). 

Prevention of DC5 
The rate of DCS can be reduced through pre

ventative measures. If 100% oxygen is breathed 
then nitrogen is cleared from the system in a pro
cess termed denitrogenation. This is somewhat 
of a misnomer, however, since denitrogenation 
results only in partial elimination of nitrogen from 
the body. The longer the course of denitrogena
tion, the higher the threshold for DCS. 
Symptoms are also less likely to be severe. The 
RAF uses a 30min denitrogenation schedule be
fore ascent for altitude training above 30 OOOft. 

How big a problem is Des in aviation? 
Estimates of incidence are usually made from 
records of military altitude chamber training. A 
number of these have 'been published in recent 
years. The range is from approximately 0.5 to 3 
cases per 1000 exposures. 

Potential for DC5 in gliding 
The potential for DCS in high altitude glider 

operations is great, for a number of reasons: 
1. The altitudes reached are high enough for 
DCS to occur. Flights above 25 OOOft are com
mon. The British altitude record is now over 37 
OOOft. 
2. No preventative measures are taken against 
DCS. Wave pilots typically do not don their oxy
gen masks until at 10 O€l0ft or above. 
3. Oxygen systems in gliders are not standard
ised, and so may not provide 100% oxygen . 
Denitrogenation may not occur, even when the 
mask is in place. 
4. There is no method to alert pilots with predis-
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posing factors, to allow them to reduce their risk. 
The incidence of DCS in high alti tude glider 

operations would therefore be expected to be 
higher than that experienced in military aviation. 
We have not been able to find any reported 
cases of DCS among glider pilots , in the medi
cal literature, or in gliding publications, or via in
formal inquiries at several gl iding sites known 
for wave prior to writing th is paper. But subse
quently several cases, including the one head
ing th is article, have come to ou r attention 
although not always directly from the pilot con
cerned. 

DCS incidence study 
The Centre for Human Sciences of th e 

Defence Research Agency (ex RAF Institute of 
Aviation Medicine) at Farnborough began a 
study to establish the incidence of DCS in glider 
pilots during the wave season 1993-1994, com
prising a questionnaire based survey of pilots 
returning from wave flights. 

The two possible outcomes could have 
shown: 
1. The anecdotal evidence is correct and DCS 
occurs much less freque ntly in the glider popu
lation than in military aviation. This would be a 
suprising result, and would require further inves
tigation of glider flight profiles to determine the 
reason. If true , then lessons learned could be 
applied to military aviation. 
2. Glider pilots have an incidence of DCS as high 
or higher than military experience would sug
gest. This is the most likely outcome, and could 
be used as a basis for communicating DCS pre
vention techniques to wave flying pi lots in an ef
fort to enhance safety. 

Pete concludes 
DCS is a likely side effect of high altitude glider 
operations, but is a risk which can be minimised 
through the use of proper preventative tech 
niques. There was a study (1993-94) to deter
mine the size of the DCS problem in gliding but 
unfortunately, for many and varied reasons , it 
floundered fairly early on and long before any 
statistically correct sample had been reached . 
The idea behind this study was NOT to gain evi 
dence to put any sort of restriction on altitude 
flying, I enjoy it as much as anyone, but to gain 
an insight into a previously unmentioned prob
lem to enhance the safety of our sport. 

However what I would now like to try is for pi
lots having read this article who think they could 
have suffered from DCS, to let me know- any 
personal details will be kept confidential. I be
lieve there are many pilots who have suffered 
from mild DCS and have just thought that the 
joint pain was due to the cold, cramped cockpi t 
and tile headache to a heavy session the night 
before. Mild symptoms will invariably disappear 
on descent and wi ll possibly be forgotten in the 
wild story telling that evening. Could anyone who 
has had any strange symptoms or sensations, 
which cannot tru ly be put down to hypoxia or 
anxiety, during or after a flight to above 10 OOOft 
please write giving details to P. Harmer, 
Aeromedicine and Neurosciences, Centre for 
Human Sciences, Defence Research Agency, 
Farnborough, Hants GU14 6TD. E:l 
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PLATYPUS 

TAl 
FEI HERS 
PLATYPUS'S TRAVELS 
IN AMERICA 

The curse of Platypus 
strikes again 

J ooo 13, the ll"lday otthe US Opoo Cl"'' 
Championships in Nevada, was decidedly inter
esting. You know, when someone serves you a 
dish you can't eat and they ask you how you like 
it, all you can mutter with your mouth full of the 
godawful stuff is "Er, ulp, interesting" . The five 
pilots who got round the more or less unland
able mountains and desert in the teeth of a high 
wind , by polishing the ridges low down then surf
ing the wave to over 17 OOOft, each deserve a 
medal . The other 18 failed to make it -a mon
strous failure rate for Minden. 

Plat showed his increasingly craven charac
ter, the product of old age compounded by 
avarice and sloth , in rejecting the prospect of 
1 OOOpts at the price of a certain landout on an 
uncertain airstrip . Instead, after 5hrs of struggle 
covering nearly 250km , I clawed my way back 
home over snow-draped peaks and settled for 
zilch , sip, nowt and "Nyule pwang" , as they say 
in what I call the Eurovomit Song Contest. Not 
having any crew at this competition was a sort 
of excuse for such behaviour, but in the glorious 
days of my youth , when two field landings in a 
day were the norm , the absence of crew would 
never have stood in my way. lt would have been 
"Damn tile torpedoes, full speed ahead , and let 
the devil organise the retrieve'." 

Then !he next three days in a row were 
scrubbed. At Minden Camps this is unprece
dented. Pilots were in shock and I was regarded 

1A friend of mine in England once landed miles 
from base, and there was nobody at the club will 
ing or able to retrieve him (it must have been a 
quiet week day, since l1e is a perfectly reason
able guy, who does not make enemies easily) 
so in desperation he rang one of his ex-(let's 
stress that EX-) girlfriends at home, and pleaded 
for her to come to the club , hitch up his trailer 
and come out to get him . He must be one of the 
violin players of all time, for she eventually, if re
luctantly, was persuaded to leave the comfort of 
her home late into the evening and retrieve him. 
I ought to offer readers a prize for the most con
vincing piece of dialogue between two former 
lovers as they meet in a ploughed field at mid
night with the drizzle gently slanting down. 
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I know how Jonah felt. 
with dark looks. I know how Jonah felt shortly 
after he was introduced to the whale . My jovial 
offer on Day 1 to quit the competition (and in
deed the site altogether) for a fee of $1 00 per 
head, that is $2500 in total, came to be taken 
seriously , and at briefing on the third scrubbed 
day several hundred green ones had been col 
lected, but not sufficient to meet what auction
eers call the reserve. I think a round $1000 would 
just about have persuaded me to de rig and move 
to a safe distance, like 500 miles 

The brickyard in the sky 
After that the gods decided the competitors 

had been tormented sufficiently and relented to 
give six successive days of weather that in 
England would have been greeted with ecstasy, 
but which in Minden were considered just barely 
acceptable. Normal thermal soaring conditions 
were resumed, so I shall not report on them since 
I have forgotten, if I ever knew, how to make nor
mal competitions sound fun. One day is worth 
mentioning, however , because it was the fastest 
ever US Nationals contest day, with Jim Payne's 
winning speed in an ASH-25 of 183km/h or just 
a hair under 1 OOkt.2 

lt was a 3hr POST (pilot selected) task in 
which the key rule to remember in this instance 
is that you cannot just shuttle back and forth be
tween two TPs. You must use three or more TPs 
in any repeated sequence, and the trick in this 
particular day's weather - forecast to be strong 
Sierra Nevada wave to the mandatory ceiling of 
17 500ft- was to choose a flattened north-south 
triangle or quadrilateral for your racetrack, with 
Minden roughly in the middle , and then zoom 
round it without wasting your time in circling or 

Quiet Week day. 

2This wasn't one of those freak speeds resulting 
from starts in the stratosphere, by the way. Starts 
were limited to 5000ft agl or 9700ft asl. 

S-turning till the 3hrs were up. 
Another relevant constraint was the limit of 

ten TP pictures: that limit of 12pts in total (in 
cluding start and finish) meant you could only do 
t11ree or four circuits , so if you were going very 
fast you had to choose a racetrack large enough 
- say, 200km per circuit- to avoid running out of 
film before the 3hrs expired. lt seems that the 
fastest pilots did not hunt about from the primary 
to the secondary wave, as I did, but managed to 
stick to one or the other . That accordingly meant 
they did not have to dash through heavy sink , 
which required one to slow up again when lift 
was reached to restore the height lost. 

Panic at the thought of dropping below 
1 5 OOOft and missing• the wave would alternate 
rapidly with panic at being sucked through 
18 OOOft and being disqualified; it was only within 
a very narrow window that you could relax and 
admire the dazzling view. Since Minden was vis
ible in gin clear air the whole time, any spectator 
with a sufficiently high-powered telescope could 
in theory have watched this soaring lndianapolis 
throughout and placed bets on the riders. I have 
to say that after my own three circuits at a paltry 
145km/h I was happy to land. it was like finish
ing three massive bowls of one's favourite sticky 
pudding. Thanks, but I've had enough. 

5P!§f!ll! 
St-icKy 
Chocotof-e 
PtLdding 
wi~h dou~e 
cream z., 
kl~Fee sauce 

One's favourite sticky pudding. 
I notice I have been using food analogies a lot 

here. This must be to do with the difficulty in the 
USA of escaping from huge amounts of very in
expensive food , most of it delicious , and only 
some of it "interesting". it's amazing that every
one in the land is not 3001bs , though quite a few 
are. Such people don't glide much, of course. 

All comes to them what 
wait 

Hardened critics (that is , any glider pilots with 
a pile of dog -eared logbooks) will not be at all 
surprised to hear that the best weather of the 
month of June was the week immediately after 
the Nationals, when the competitors had folded 
up their mobile homes and quietly stolen away. 
(Some of the more luxurious travelling gin 
palaces literally do concertina, at the touch of a 
switch, from a capacious 12ft wide on the field 
to a handy 8ft wide on the road. it's a disturbing 
experience, if you've not seen it previously , to 
watch and hear a monster caravan , with much 
whirring and heaving , attempt to vanish up its 
own back door.) 

So I did the local FAI1 OOOkm milk run on June 
14. Then I was told I had not photographed t11e 
second TP from the right sector, so three days 
later I went and did it again properly , and have a 
gracious letter from the Soaring Society of 
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Don't query that claim. 
America to prove it. Just like that. 

Sorry to disappoint you, but it isn't always a 
cackhanded fumble. Stick around long enough 
and you're bound to do something right , if only 
by accident. Thought maybe that will do for my 
epitaph? 

Now it can be told - up to 
a point 
I'm back in Uvalde after four years, girding up 
my loins to take part in what the Texans mod
estly call the Texas Nationals (don't query that 
claim if you wish for a quiet life) and memories 
flood back. After the passage of those years, I 
think it's time this column discreetly revealed the 
fact that the fun and games in Uvalde in 1991 
between visiting World Championships teams 
and ladies of the Lone Star State were not con
fined to the continental European, though one 
did earn his Green Card in the nicest possible 
way, and is now happily assimilated into Texan 
society. 

One of the younger non-flying members of the 
British team is said to have had a torrid romance 
with a Uvaldean and was all set to go back over 
Christmas 1991 to pick up where he had left off, 
so to speak. A friend met him in the new year 
and asked how the trip went. "Nothing doing," 
was the glum reply, "her husband came backl:" 
Very tricky that kind of thing in Texas: anywhere 
south of the Mason-Dixon line jurors are apt to 
take a very lenient attitude towards husbands 
who perforate their wives' boyfriends with any
thing from a Saturday night special to an AK-47. 
(Mason and Dixon were a couple of British offi
cers, by the way, who knew where to draw the 
line, which is more than can be said for the British 
team members in 1991 .) lt must have been the 
'heat: age was certainly no barrier to Cupid's 

Refusing to give way to superstition. 
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laser beam. Thus the most senior and distin
guished gentleman in our entourage was 
snapped up by a Texan lady who specialises in 
collecting fine old English antiques. Well, she's 
got an elegant specimen there to be sure, and 
very hard wearing, too . A yearly rubdown with 
linseed oil and wire wool and he should last more 
or less indefinitely. An absolute bargain. 

(What about you, Pial? Ed.) 
Well , er - Good Heavens, we seem to have 

run OLJI of space .. 

Wheels of fortune 
One of the great features of the State of Nevada 
is its omnipresent casinos . Whatever gambling 
urge I have is usually sated by the monthly blood
letting of the Dunstable poker school, so it is not 
for the roulette or the blackjack that I seek out 
these places. Their immense virtue, especially 
when you are dragging a long trailer across the 
desert, is that they are open 24 hours a day, and 
you are equally welcome at 3am as at 3pm. 
There is vast parking space; dinner at midnight 
(a monster steak plus trimmings) is $1.99; break
fast of hashbrowns, two eggs and toast is 99 
cents and a vast double room is under £30 . 

Oh , for such establishments the length and 
breadth of Europe and the USAI However some 
economist would doubtless point out that if casi
nos were to be found everywhere they wouldn 't 
make enough money from gamblers to afford to 
be so generous to non-gamblers. 

En route to Texas, we found ourselves trail
ing the ASH-25 down the main strip of Las Vegas 
which has become even more lurid and over the 
top than when I went there is 1980. We did think 
of driving it up to Caesar's Palace, with all its an
imated Roman statuary and coloured fountains 
and Tom Jones as cabaret, but decided that the 
tip for valet parking 45ft of Jeep and trailer would 
wipe out any savings on bed and board. Besides, 
if you've seen these kids doing the valet parking 
you would hardly want to entrust your life sav
ings to them. So we settled for a more modest 
joint between Las Vegas and the Boulder Dam 
on the border with Arizona. 

Glider No 13 extracts a blood sacri
fice to placate the weather gods 
One day in Minden, while inspecting the water
ballast electrics in the ASH-25 outer wing pan
els, I extracted the pins which hold the outer and 
inner panels together. Not a smart move. These 
sprags are like hypodermic syringes magnified 
1000 times with a vicious cutting edge. Yes, 
you've guessed it. A momentary loss of concen
tration and suddenly blood was spurting every
where from a deep gash in the back of my left 
hand. 

Dale Bush, a veterinary surgeonJ and one of 
the Nationals pilots, put a temporary bandage 
on the gory mess - he said a small artery had 
been cut- and I was rushed off to the local emer
gency clinic. One stitch per /;cm resulted in ex
actly 13 stitches. This coincidence struck 
everyone present as hilariously funny . Still re
fusing to give way to superstition I went off to 
see Apollo 13, and enjoyed it hugely. 

3 llike vets: they don't expect their patients to answer 
daft questions the way ordinary doctors do. ~ 

RAY HART 

AFIELD 
LANDING 
MADE IN 
HEAVEN 

Sunday, May 7 (Inter-Club League, Gransden 
Lodge) produced the kind of once in a blue moon 
brush with Lady Luck that makes soaring cross
country such a rich and varied sport. 

The flight was alrnost an irrelevance; a mostly 
blue day with strong bursts of turbulent lift until a 
cold front marched down from the north-west 
and saw me grovelling south of Cambridge in 
steadily deteriorating conditions. 

Drifting downwind towards a cluster of good 
looking fields revealed several opportunities. 
with one that looked just right- good size, srnooth 
brown surface, into wind, no perceptible slope , 
no approach obstructions and roads on two 
sides with entrances on both. 

On circuit I noticed the ultimate bonus, a pub, 
from which was spill ing a cluster of humanity. 
lining up to watch my antics. 

The touch down and ground run were as 
smooth as you would expect from an agricultural 
version of a billiard table and as I removed the 
Kestrel's canopy there was a ripple of applause, 
with sorne raucous cheering, frorn my audience. 

The first priority of finding the farmer was eas
ily solved as he lived next door to the pub, Tile 
Prince Albert, Stow-cum-Ouy. He was abso
lutely charming, told me the field was set-aside, 
that I could take the trailer to the glider and could 
use either entrance. 

All I had to do was return to The Prince Albert 
and await my crew, N'eale Banks, in comfort. 

The Prince Albert; what a find I 
On walking through the door I was presented 

with the gift of a delicious pint of Freedom Ale 
drawn from a selection of 25 VE Day celebra
tory brews. I had unwittingly arrived in the mid
dle of a three day beer festival. 

Amongst the regulars were two Tiger Moth pi
lots, a retired carpenter who used to maintain 
Mosquitos and a gliding New Zealander full of 
hairy mountain soaring stories. 

What a crowd; all friendly , all full of banter and 
all more than a little af•fected by the attempt to 
sample each and every example of the 25 brews 
on offer. 

Knowing I would be driving later put the limit 
on my alcoholic participation, but the party was 
really under way. 

After Neale and I had derigged, we went back 
for a superb steak dinner, makir1g a perfect end
ing to our visit. Fond farewells. promises to re
turn and we were on the road. 

Lady Luck gave me a gentle reminder of her 
fickle nature by stripping the tread from a trailer 
tyre, but changing the wheel was a small price 
to pay for a field landing made in Heaven. ~ 

263 



'"' w"the< w~ ''"''""' pom bet w' m>O~ aged to achieve four contest days. The first 
Saturday and Sunday were scrubbed despite 
expectations of short weather slots which did not 
materialise. 

The first usable task was on Monday, June 
12, being a 195km triangle, Abergavenny, 
Ludlow. The majority of competitors landed in 
two groups near Abergavenny and near 
Hereford. However Phil Jeffrey (LS-7) managed 
to keep going round the second TP and most of 
the way down the third leg. As such .a small num
ber got pastY the day was only worth 511 pts. 

Three competitors in adjacent fields discov
ered an irate farmer who had to be pacified] by 
lhis local NFU secretary. Another three in a field 
not far away found that the farmer had just 
spread the field with a combination of chicken 
and pig slurry. They were presented with air 
fresheners at the following morning's brieling. 

The next attempt at a task on Tuesday proved 
to be a failure as most people landed out at the 
first TP or returned to the site, so it was a no con
test day. 

Thursday, June 15, proved to be much more 
fruitful. Northerly wave was in evidence and rea
sonable thermals were forecast. The 279km task 
was Bath racecourse, Tewkesbury north and 
Iron bridge. 

Most competitors were defeated by what ap
peared to be a convergence or sea breeze line 
around the second TP. However, some over
came this and ran the energy line to Wen lock 
Edge, managed to scurry up the ridge to Ludlow 
and returned to the thermals further south. There 
were seven finishers. George Metcalfe (ASW-
24) won the day wi·th 957pts, followed closely by 
Russell Cheetham ('li..S-7) , Phil Jeffrey, IPete 

LES BRADLEY 

ROLEX STANDARD 
CLASS NATIONALS 
Nympsfield, June 10-18- a report from Les, the competition 
director 

Mike Young', the Standard Class Champion, collecting the prize for Day 1 from Les. All photos 
by Chris Terry. 

FINAL RESULTS Day 1.12.6 Day 2.15.6 
Standard Class Nationals 

Day 3.16.6 Day 4.18.6 
Harvey (Pegasus), Nick Wall (Discus), Ted 
Lysakowski (Discus) and Mike Young (Discus). 195km .A 279km 

Abetgavenny, Bath, Tewkesbury, 
Ludlow lronbrldge 

Pas Pilot Glider Dlst Pas Pts 
Speed 

Pas Pts 
(Dist) 

1 Young, M. Discus 116.2 2 406 45 92 7 902 
2 Jetfery, C. P. LS-7 t6Ui 1 511 56.59 3 940 
3 Ly~akowski, E. A. Discus 93. 9 14 301 46 . 1ti 8 903 
4 Wall, N. H. Discus 90 .9 16 288 48.44 5 904 
5 Barker, K . Discus 85.9 • 19 262 (255.4) 8 800 
6 Campbell, D. A. Discus 112.2 3 .;,)9 1 (2SJ 71 g 796 
7 Smith , E. LS-4 134 .4 2! 2S4 (216.2) 10 720 
8 Hall am, J . A. Discus \ \Q2 o3 39 1 ( 127.8) o30 4 10 
9 Cheetham, A. A. LS·7 55.4 3S 112 57.41 2 9<0 

10 Marsh, B. C. ASW-24 99 .2 • 12 327 j i27.BI • JO 41 Q 
11 Edyvean, J. A. Discus 110.4 5 382 !1343) I S 440 
12 Jom~·s, P.A. Di~cus 109.9 7 ;)80 11 29.5) 27 4 18 
13 Ellioll, B. Discus 73.2 24 199 (132.5) · i 6 432 
14 Tltlelt, N. D. Discus IOI..D ..9 340 1132 I 20 430 
15 Fox, A. L Discus 99 2 •1~ 327 11 38 I 13 458 

" MetcaHe, G. C. ASW-24 70.2 26 Ill-' t:l 1.32 ' 957 
17 Glossap, J. D. J. Discus 87.7 18 270 (1 32 , · 20 430 
1B Hodgson, K. Di scus , 01 .9 -~ 340 1132.5) · 16 43::! 
19 Durham, M. W. LS -7 106 7 B 364 [, 37 I 14 453 
20 Seal!, T. J. Discus 59'.7 o29 132 1132.5) o l5 432 
21 Joncs, A. Discus 9:2.2 •! 292 }-Ol.tl) 42 31 5 
22 Stone, A. J. Discus 75.2 22 209 '10 ) -.38 325 
23 Alldl s, C. J. LS-4 IMI.7 27 167 (1 26.31 32 403 
24 Fraoks, H. S. LS-7 as •1 9 262 11 28 .3) . 28 4 12 
25 Morris, B. C. LS-7 93,7 11 329 192. 4) 46 254 
26 Payne, A. D Discu~ 58.7 -32 128 n~· 3i " 502 
27 Railings, C. C. Di scus 59.7 """ 132 33 :182 
28 Aspl and, W. ASW-24 5B7 .:1.2 128 f1 D6.E) .44 3DS 
29 Ml!ner, T.J. Pe-gasus 58.7 -32 128 ~: ~~ - 5 ~ 26 42'3 
30 Crabb, P. G Discus 2 14 46 5 · 20 430 
31 Sl!ngemore, G. P. Discus 514 .. 91 [ 11 ! 37 330 
32 Marczynski, Z. szD~ss 71 .4 25 190 l\ 32 20 430 
33 Jordy, M.J. Discus 0 47 0 (143.·8) 12 485 
34 Harvey, P. J. Pegasus 90 4 17 284 53 .39 ' 929 
35 Arnoid, J. G. Discus 35.9 45 47 (132 I o.20 430 
36 Crabb, s_ J. Discus S4A " 107 (117.8) 36 362 
37 Strathern, M. LS-7 r>l .7 oo36 1Z3 (100 .6) •" 1G3 
38 Klngerlce, J. C. LS-7 $9 .7 -29 132 (132 .5) • 6 432 
39 Coward, P. J. LS-4 110.4 • 5 382 t1 10 I ...-38 325 
40 Fn:ancls. D. P. Discus 7J 7 23 201 ! 131 .3 ~ 25 426 
41 Johnston, E. w. LS-7 61!.7 to32 128 128 .3) "'" 4 12 
42 Sheard, P. G. Discus 5I. 42 94 (107.8) • 42 315 
43 King, P.A. LS-7 55. 4 -"" 11 2 II C9.3) 4 1 322 
44 Langrtck, D. J. LS-4 51 4 .. 3 9 1 (1 10 I oo38 325 
45 Me.e, M. P. LS-4 65 .7 28 162 (1 20 I 3A 373 
46 SheHon, P. M. Di scus 57_7 ~3s 123 (119.8) 35 372 
47 Whlte, S. A. LS~? 55 A ·38 112 Wtthdrawn 

' 

264 

223km 
Didcot , Goring, 

Edgehlll 

Speed 
Pas Pis (Oist) 

80.71 I Q ojcg 

61.13 36 640 
80.03 12 901 
77.38 20 "" n .s2 la 868 
67.4J 33 ?31 
82.05 B 927 
8748 I 1000 
t.l .75 27 Bit 
86.05 2 98 1 
724 29 796 
8G.27 11 903 
80.82 • 91 1 
63 .82 4 961 
81.01 a 91 3 

l1 99'1 j .. 350 
7MI 26 833 
75.9 25 845 
72 .85 28 804 
83 .29 5 944 
79.03 14 887 
85 _88 3 979 
7748 19 B66 
76 .9 22 B6B 
79 16 13 1!88 
70 .09 32 7€? 
81 89 7 926 
78 48 17 87ll 
70 31 !78 
78.73 23 850 
n1 2 21 851 
64.1 4 35 587 
78 .96 15 886 
72. 22 30 795 
75 .98 24 646 
78. 16 0!8 1 
6$.56 34 700 

(222.3) -.3 7 410 
l~:?...a..~i) · 37 4 10 
(15oi.SI """ <33 
(222.0 .:J7 4 10 
i22Z;ll ..;)7 410 

r:~~~ 43 233 
4o ' 2 16 

11 78 .8 ) 4 2 297 
F I J) 4o '50 

WJ!hdrawn 

197km 
Dldcot, Oxford, 

Edgchlll 

Speed Pas 

91 .2 ' 86.62 19 
85.44 21 
8~ . 04 31 
89.00 l l 
67.3 .I~ 

83 .88 25 
89,5.4 8 
ll3 ~ 27 
83 .45 ..28 
9018 7 
8:!95 24 
92 .72 3 
76 1 I 44 
n.s:; 42. 
92 .6 1 2 
88.43 13 
80 . \ t:l 36 
79_3a 37 
8<0.66 22 
113 42 ..ZB 
81 ,81 " 87.25 o 15 
792 1 .;,a 
8H3 34 
85.58 20 
?!:1.14 40 
88.ll 7 14 
1!8.a ·17 
68.59 12 
86.81 •17 
8H7 23 
78.74 41 

\'llfhdra·.m 
80.97 35 
74. 96 45 
89 ' 10 
93. 49 I 
75.86 43 
20.95 . 5 
83 .66 26 
00.97 5 
111 •• ..38 
8 1.79 oo32 
84. 04 '" 82.56 30 
89.47 9 

Pts 

8 11 
749 
733 
€4 7 
7&2. 
7Sil 
71 2 
709 
707 
70£ 
11()2 
71 3 
832 
Eoll 7 
~28 

""" 774 
662. 
65 1 
723 
700 
6114 
758 
649 
680 
735 
648 
7£9 
152 
' 78 
7$2 
716 
64J 

e73 
S~2 
181 
842 
617 
ll01l 
709 

"'" fl49 
684 
444 
694 
788 

Total 
Points 

aQ2tl 
28<0~ 
1!838 
274 
271~ 
267<i 
2613 
2!iOO 
<57~ 
24 24 
2422 
241 4 
2374 
23<!8 
:!<l2<! 
m• 
:!307 
"V11 
2272 
2Z!I 
1!200 
~107 ., .. 
21-8 1 
2 151 
2132 
2(11!7 
208!) 
208 1 
:>o67 
2034 
2023 
2014 
2000 
11196 
1942 
10<5 
Ui16 
1'134 

·~ 165 • 
11327 
13 16 
1316 
127G 
1239 
9()0 

The 223km task on Day 3, Friday , June 16, 
was to Didcot, Goring and Edgehill. This was the 
first racing day, although some slower competi
tors were narrowly beaten by sea air charging 
into the Severn Valley just before the first finish
ers arrived home. 

Thirty-six managed to complete the course 
led by a surprised "Spud" Hallam (Discus). This 
was also the first 1 OOOpts day. 

Saturday was a complete blow and rain out, 
thankfully clearing in time for the barbecue. 
Sunday was a better soaring day but with a very 
limited task area to choose from. The 197km 
task was almost identical to Day 3, Didcot, 
Oxford East, Edgehill. 

This was also a good racing day with all the 
competitors returning to Nympsfield, though 
some were considerably slower than the others. 
John Kingerlee (LS-7) won at 1 07.43km/h scor
ing 842pts. The day was devalued due to the 
fastest pilots completing the task in less than 
2:.0:hrs. 

Despite the small number of flying days the 
general feeling from the pilots was that a rea
sonable competition was achieved. The more 
difficult first two days amused the wilier competi
tors whilst the racers enjoyed the last two. Our 
commiserations go to Tim Milner who unfortu
nately damaged his Pegasus whilst landing at 
base on the last day. 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 



Ray Payne (Discus) on finals. 

Above : Nick Wall flying his Discus through 
the finish line. Below: Chris Rollings, senior 
national coach, in pensive mood. -

The winning combination of Mike Young and his Discus. 

Above: Derren Francis, talking to his crew, doesn't realise he has a flat tyre. 
Below: Left, Jed Edyvean. Right : A cheerful Ralph Jones. 



Ftom the ''' of ""· Aody weot wlih hi' dad 
to the local gliding club, Bath and Wilts at Keevil. 
Dragged off to ttm airfield every week and wait
ing for the "old man" to finish flying can leave a 
child either loving the sport or l1ating it. Andy 
loved it. Brought up on a diet of frogs and snails 
and glider pilot's tales. Andy's interest in the sport 
grew. 

Learning to fly in a T-21, it wasn't long before 
Andy's first solo flight on his 16th birthday in a 
Swallow. He quickly progressed, completing his 
5hrs in an Oly 2s, his Silver height in an Oly 463 
and his Silver distance in a K-6 . By his second 
season Andy had clocked up enough hours to 
fly the Open Cirrus and fly his first competition
the 1974 Lasham Regionals. 

Andy was keen to fly in a competition as he 
thought the sky would be opened up to a whole 
new spectrum of experience. Indeed it was here 
that Andy first learned to fly on days club mem
bers wouldn't even rig. With 120hrs under his 
belt, a competition also meant he could see how 
good a pilot he was against the benchmark of 
other pilots. 

Team flying with his fat11er, in what turned out 
to be a three day competition, Andy finished 4th 
and 3rd on his days. The following year he fin
ished 2nd overall at the Western Regionals in a 
Std Cirrus. He was now, at the age of 19, a 
Nationals pilot. 

Over the two year period 197 4/75 Andy had 
taught himself the rudiments of competition fly
ing. He recalls that he was not influenced by any 
other pilots. but rather developed his skills untu
tored . 

With hindsight, Andy describes his self-taught 
methods as "unconventional". By this he means 
he would follow his instincts about which route 
to take U1rough the air, often deviating off track 
and often to resist following the rest of the com
petition. 

Despite this "unconventional" approach, his 
self-taught method proved to be a winning for
mula. He won the first day of the 1976 Standard 
Class Nationals. finishing 5th overall. 

By 1981 , aged 25, lle was picked to fly with 
the British learn in the World Championships at 
Paderborn . 11 was here and at subsequent 
WGCs that he discovered a more tactical rou
tine was needed if he was to succeed abroad. 

The main reason for this was the difference 
between the British weather and the European 
climate. He discovered that in the UK Nationals 
you can usually get away with taking risks and 
making outrageous decisions as the weather 
somehow seemed to favour this approach. On 
t11e other hand, the weather overseas generally 
provided consistently good soaring conditions, 
which required consistently good performances 
from the pilot. 

Maturity and experience has changed his atti
tude to competition flying. Andy's principles of 
competition flying have thus developed into a 
comprehensive strategic approach . This in
cludes: 

Flying conservatively 
• Just do enough and always fly with something 
in reserve. 
• Fl'y not to make mista•kes - consistency is 
everything. 
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NATASHA SPRECKLEY 

BRI.TIS'H WORLD 
CHAMPIONS 
Andy Davis outlines two big steps in a pilot's career. Overall 
placings of 11 to top five in National Championships and the 
progression from top five in the Nationals to competing inter
nationally. Over the last 20 years he has achieved these two 
goals, winning the British Standard Class Nationals numerous 
times and ultimately becoming World Standard Class 
Champion in 1994. In the last of the series on British World 
Champions, Natasha Spreckley looks back at Andy Davis's 
gliding career and asks him about his development as a com
petition pilot 

·Taking risks very rarely pays. 
• Fly knowing you could step up another gear. 
Don't fly in a higher gear all the time as it is too 
high a risk level. 

With a new strategy defined, Andy began to 
get higher overall placings. In fact, he can pin 
point a turn around in his results. From the 1989 
WGC onwards, his placings were higher. He 
puts this down to a better mental attitude, flying 
consistently and tactically, astute decision-mak
ing (not outrageous), flying conservatively, slow
ing down and not taking risks . The result was 
less day wins but a higher place overall and, let's 
face it, high placings are w~at it's all about. 

When a pilot of Andy's calibre enters a com
petition he sets out to win. "I want a competition 
to be challenging , to stretch my abilities and to 
be enjoyable- winning makes it more enjoyable," 
he says. 

But winning competitions is not just about a 
pilot's flying ability. A successful pilot needs a 
combination of flying skill and a healthy mental 
approach. Above all , good pilots need to be men
tally tough. 

Andy's mental approach has developed with 
maturity. Indeed, this is perhaps something that 
cannot be taught ; it is someth ing a pilot copes 
with from experience. Important advice is to 
learn not to let past mistakes upset the next flight. 
A successful pilot has to learn to accept the bad 
breaks, then get on with the next decision. Andy 
achieves this by knowing that he is fly ing with 
something in reserve. If he makes a decision, 
and it is a bad one, he knows he has something 
to fal l back on. 

But even World Gliding Champions make mis
takes. Andy's main concern is t11e first day of a 
competition . A pattern began to develop where 
if he won the first day, he'd win the competition . 
As the first day started to become an indication 
of how the competition wou ld go, he began 
putting pressure on himself to win. Fortunately, 
he realised added stress of this kind could lead 

Andy after winning the 1994 World Standard 
Class Championships in Borlange, pho
tographed by his father Bill alongside the 
Discus in which he won. 

to his making mistakes. Now he has to psycho
logically prepare himself for the first day of any 
competition to ensure he completes the task with 
a respectable result. 

After the first day, Andy believes the hardest 
position to be in is 1st. He would much rather be 
in 2nd or 3rd gaining on 1st. This is because the 
pressure of retaining 1st position leads to irra
tional decision-making or risk-taking. 

Andy's physical preparation for international 
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YEAR COMPETITION GLIDER .EQS 

1976 Standard Class Nationals, Lasham Std Cirrus 5 
1977 15 Metre Class Nationals, Dunstable Nimbus 15 2 

Euroglide, 15 Metre Class,Husbands Bosworth 
(hors concours~ Nimbus 15 2 

1978 1511/1etre Class ationals,Lasham Nimbus 15 1 
Euroglide, Standard Class, Nympsfield Std Cirrus 1 

1979 Eurog lide, 15 Metre Class, Dunstable Mini Nimbus 2 
1980 15 Metre Class Nationals, Dunstable Nimbus 15c 4 

Standard Class Nationals, Lasham Std Cirrus 1 
1981 World Championships, Standard Class, Paderborn LS-4 9 
1982 15 Metre Class Nationals, Dunstable Ventus 15 

Standard Class Nationals, Booker LS-4 1 
1983 World Championships, Standard Glass, Hobbs LS-4 21 
1984 Standard Class Nationals, Nympsfield LS-4 1 

15 Metre Class Nationals, Dunstable Ventus 2 
1985 World Championships, Standard Class, Rieti Discus 20 
1986 Standard Class Nationals, Dunstable Discus 17 
1987 World Championships, Standard Class, Benalla Discus 13 
1988 Standard Class Nationals, Nympsfield Discus 3 

15 Metre Class Nationals, Booker Discus 12 
1989 World Championships, Standard Class, Werner Neustadt Discus 2 
1990 15 Metre Class Nationals, Nympsfield Discus 1 
1990 Ameriglide, Standard Class, Minden Discus 2 
1991 World Championships, Standard Class, Ulvade Discus 9 
1992 Discus A 7 15 Metre Class Nationals, Nympsfield 
1993 World Championships, Standard Class, Borlange Discus B 1 
1994 Standard Class Nationals, Bicester Discus 1 
1995 World Championships, Standard Class, Omarama Discus 6 

Standard Class Nationals, Nympsfield 

The above results do not include all the competitions Andy competed in. They do, however. indi- ' 
cate his success as a competition pilot over the years. All results taken from S&G. 

competition is based on a routine (starting one 
month before the event) of distance tasks at 
competition tempo. For instance, Sunday May 
2. 1993, Andy began his preparation for 
BorlaRge. That day he flew 500km and there
after flew long cross-countries on every possi 
ble day. In this training programme he set out on 
long tedious flights to fly hour after hour without 
making mistakes. 

This preparation obviously paid off, as Andy 
went on to become the World Standard Class 
Gliding Champion for 1994. Preparing for New 
Zealand was a little more difficult. Andy could 
not really prepare for this competition at all , not 
only for practical reasons (the British team had 
to crate their gliders to New Zealand at the be
ginning of October 1994), but having never flown 
there, he was not accustomed to the unique 
wave and soaring conditjons New Zealand pro
vides. 

Andy maintains that this did not put pressure 
on him as the reigning Champion, as he was not 
setting out to defend his title per se. He contends 
that winning at Borlange proved that for two 
weeks. at a given place and a given time. he was 
better than anyone he was flying against. 
Therefore , winning the World Gliding 
Championships is now no longer an obstacle for 
Andy and he can just get on with the flying, know
ing that if he's done it once, he can do it again. 

One thing that would have been in Andy's 
favour in New Zealand is his background of 
learning to glide in the quasi-mountainous re
gion of Avon and the Welsh mountains. This ex
perience has given him the ability to read the 
conditions particular to a mountainous terrain . 
Indeed, Andy prefers mountain flying , thriving 
on the interesting conditions it provides , com
paring it to lifeless blue desert climates which he 
finds difficult." I fly by what I can see. In the blue, 
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because you can't see, I worry that I am missing 
something. Flying in the blue is almost flying by 
pot luck. I don't fly by pot luck. I make a conscious 
decision to go to a given place," he adds. 
(Typically Andy favours windy conditions with 
long cloud streets with a tendency to overde
velop, as he feels he can read what's going on 
better than other pilots.) 

Competitions in the mountains also cut down 
on gaggle flying , one of the symptoms of com
petitions that Andy deplores. He believes the 
problem of gaggle flying should be addressed, 
not only for safety reasons but because it is bad 
for the sport. "Gaggle flying" he insists "occurs 
because people are following other people and 
not making their own decisions." 

With nearly 20 years of competition flying ex
perience, he has seen a lot of cl1anges in the 
technology used ·for aiding and verifying tasks. 
One advance is the GPS which Andy has mixed 
feelings about. On the one hand it is a good thing, 
as competitors who cheat by entering airspace 
can be policed. The GPS also opens up wave 
flying possibilities and improves safety. 

However, rules such as the acceptance of a 
TP in cloud are problematic and could prove to 
be very dangerous. Aside from this, the GPS is 
an expensive piece of equipment which further 
increases the cost of the sport. thus decreasing 
it's affordability and accessibility. 

Andy's main concern is that modern gliding 
practice is pricing the sport out of the leisure mar
ket- particularly for young people. Anxious that 
the movement is suffering because of this, he is 
in favour of any scheme that reduces the cost of 
gliding and makes it less elitist. 

For instance, sponsorship would enable as 
many people as possible to compete. Camera 
pointing systems used in competitions purely for 
broadcast will make the sport visible and public. 

BRITISH WORLD CHAMPIONS 

not private and exclusive. 
One new development Andy looks forward to 

is the World Class. This, he hopes, wi ll be kept 
simple with instrumentation at a minimum so that 
entry level is open to those wi tll few resources. 
He contends t11at people should not concentrate 
on expensive equipment. "The vario is really the 
only instrument you need, as the pilot should be 
gett111g information outside the cockpit from the 
sky, clouds and ground." 

An active club member. Andy puts back into 
the movement by sharing his skill and experi 
ence with young, enthusiastic pilots who want to 
compete. Through two-seater and lead-and-fol· 
low flying he teaches "seeing" and decision mak
ing, influencing and advising pupils on the 
information they take in. 

But training should not end there. lt is impor
tant that a training programme is maintained. In 
particular, he believes Britain should provide 
squad tra ining for top pilots who want to fly at in
ternat ional level. Britain is unfortunately one 
European country that does not patron ise this 
policy. However, before Britain can operate a 
proper squad training scheme. like France or 
Germany, we l1ave to wait fo r a change of cul
ture , where perhaps the British team are given 
the same privileges as the English Rugby Union 
players who tour other countries for several 
months a year. 

In between training pupils and flying competi
tions, Andy doesn't have much time to glide due 
to the nature of his work (he is a First Officer for 
BA and flies 747 1 00/200s on long haul routes). 
But he probably doesn't need to. He has a library 
of memories from over 20 years of gliding that 
he can file through to inform him of what deci
sion to make on a particular day. There is only 
one way to get th is good, and that. Andy advises. 
is to "fly, fly, fly. Fly at every opportunity. If it's a 
choice between instruments or aerotows chose 
aerotows. Fly cross-country in all weather. not 
just the good. You have to learn how to handle 
the bad weather as well ." 

This article f1rst appeared in the European 
Gliding News, November 1994. £1 
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AT Bf 
Photos A to D, taken by Tom, show a series illustrating the effect of increasing moisture below 
the inversion. In A the air was fairly dry, Band C were increasingly humid and D was very moist. 

WATER VAPOUR· 
THE INVISIBLE FACTOR 
TOM BRADBURY says that in exceptional summers, such as 
this, one starts to wonder where all the water has gone 

C locd• ace the ,;,;ble '"'"" otthe coodeo· 
sation of water vapour. In most years the British 
Isles has so much cloud cover that few people 
concern themselves with the invisible portion of 
the atmosphere. In exceptional summers such 
as 1976,1983 and 1995 one starts to wonder 
where all the water has gone. 

Water vapour, humidity and dew 
point 

These three factors are closely connected. 
The amount of water vapour in the atmosphere 
is usually quoted in grammes, water vapour per 
kilogramme of dry air. One can find the value 
marked along the foot of a tephigram. In Fig 1, 
an enlarged section of a tephigram, the figures 
run from 4g/kg at a pressure of 1050mb and a 
temperature of about 1.2° C to 24g/kg at the same 
pressure and a temperature of about 28.5°C. 

Fig 2 is a graph showing how the vapour con
tent increases with temperature. The curve rises 
Cl 

Fig 1. Part of a tephigram. 

- 20 - 10 0 •1 0 +20 t30 

Fig 2. Graph of water vapour content and dew 
point. 

rapidly as high temperatures are approached. 
Humidity is defined in ·the Meteorological 

Glossary as the condition of the atmosphere in 
,respect of its water vapour content. There are 
several variations but the one most people think 
of is "relative humidity". This is expressed as a 
percentage of the actual vapour content of the 
air over the maximum vapour content. Thus 50% 
means the air is half saturated while 100% 
means the air is completely saturated. 

The dew point is the temperature at which the 
air is completely saturated. If the temperature 
falls below the dew point the air would be super
saturated. Normally the excess water vapour is 
condensed out to form dew on any surface, 
hence the term "dew point". 

Finding the dew point 
The airfield weather reports (METARS) quote 

air temperature and dew point. The dew point is 
usually calculated from the difference in temper
ature between dry bulb and wet bulb thermome
ters using a special slide rule. 

Hygrometers 
One can measure humidity directly without 

the usual wet and dry bulb thermometers . The 
simplest devices consist of a bundle of hairs in 
tension which actuate a needle or pen arm. 
Changes of humidity alter the length of the hair 
and vary the readings. Old radiosondes used a 
tiny strip of Gold Beater's Skin; this is made from 
the outside membrane of the large intestine of 
an ox. The skin is hygroscopic- it expands or 
contracts with changes of humidity. Modern in
struments use the electric resistance of films of 
hygroscopic material. 

Use of a tephigram 
One can find the dew point from temperature 

and humidity readings. For example if the pres- • 



WATER VAPOUR -THE INVISIBLE FACTOR 

sure was 1OOOmb and the temperature 24.JOC 
the tephi shows the vapour content to be 20g/kg 
at 100% humidity. If the measured humidity was 
60% then the vapour content would be reduced 
to 12g/kg. The pecked line from this value gives 
a dew point of 16.6°C at 1OOOmb. 

Lapse rates 
The lapse rate is the change of temperature 

with height. The initial state of the atmosphere is 
usually measured by sending up radiosondes. 
These establish the ''environmental lapse rate" 
which changes if the air goes up or down. Ascent 
takes it to a level of lower pressure so the air ex
pands. Expansion takes energy which involves 
a loss of heat so rising air cools; it always cools 
at the same rate as long as it remains unsatu
rated. This is called the Dry Adiabatic Lapse 
Rate. (DALR) . Adiabatic means that heat from 
outside does not enter or leave the system. The 
DALR is 9.8 "C/km or 3"C (5.4"F)/1 OOOft. lt is 
true both for ascent and descent of dry air. 

Saturated air 
The cooling caused by lifting of air eventually 

reduces the temperature to the dew point. 
Further cooling usually produces condensation 
of the excess water vapour into fog or cloud 
droplets. In the free ai r condensation nuclei are 
needed before the process can begin. lt is theo
retically possible tor absolutely pure air to be su
persaturated by some 300% but in practice there 
are always enough nuclei to allow cloud droplets 
to form with much less than 1% supersaturation. 

Condensation releases extra 
energy 

Evaporation of water requires extra heat to 
turn drops into water vapour. This latent heat is 
released again when vapour condenses and so 
the surrounding air is warmed. The warming al 
ters the lapse rate of the rising air. The new rate 
is called the Saturated Adiabatic Lapse Rate 
(SALR ). The SALR is neither constant nor re
versible. The tephigram shows a series of curves 
representing the SALR. T1he difference between 
the dry and saturated lapse rates is greatest at 
high temperatures and becomes almost zero 
below -40°C. 

When saturated air is lifted its temperature 
follows one of the SALR curves. During its as
cent some of the moisture may fall out as rain. If 
so the air will not follow the same SALR on de
scent. Saturated adiabats are not reversible. 
They are only correct for rising air. 

Dew point and cloudbase 
When air is lifted the temperature at first de

creases at the DALR of 3"C/1 OOOft. The vapour 
content stays the same and the dew point fol
lows the pecked vapour content line as shown 
on the tephigram. At the point where the DALR 
and dew point lines cross the air temperature 
and dew point are the same, so the humidity 
must be 1 00%. Fig 3, which is a skeleton tephi
gram , shows a dry adiabatic from the spot 
marked dry bulb and a dew point line from the 
spot marked dew point. These lines cross at CL, 
the condensation level . Any further lifting results 
in cooling at the saturated adiabatic rate. 
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Fig 3. Skeleton tephigram to show how dry 
bulb and dew point can define the condensa
tion level. 

By following the SALR down to the surface 
one can find the wet bulb termperature there. 

Finding cloudbase 
The cloud base is almost the same as the con

densation level and there is a simple rule for get
ting cloudbase from the difference between dry 
bulb and dew point. Multiply the difference by 
400 to find the cloudbase in feet. 

In Fig 3 the difference between dry bulb and 
dew point is 13°C which gives a cloudbase of 
about 5200ft. One day last summer the Volmet 
broadcasts gave "Temperature 31 , dew point 
OB". The 23" difference suggested a condensa
tion level of 9200ft and a pilot observed cumulus 
based at 900011. 

In 1976 a pilot saw a cumulus form just above 
him with a base of 11 OOOft. This is the highest 
report I have seen over Eng land but bases can 
be much higher over continents such as Africa, 
Australia and the USA. 

How dew point changes affect 
cumuli 

Fig 4 shows the effect of increasing the dew 
point. The thick line shows the environmental 
temperature measured before dawn. DP1 is a 
low dew point and T is the temperature when cu 
first form. The DALR from T and the pecked dew 
point line from DP1 meet at a level marked as 
BASE 1. This is just below a stable layer which 
limits tops to TOP 1. 

If moister air spreads in so that the dew point 
rises to DP2 the cloudbase lowers to BASE 2. 
The SALR up from base 2 is warmer than the 
environment up to the much higher TOP 2. The 
shaded region between the SALR and the envi
ronment curve represents the energy released 
when towering cumuli form. This example shows 
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Fig 4. Skeleton tephigram to illustrate how 
dew point changes can alter cumulus size. 

how a 5" rise of dew point may make all the dif
ference between a day of fair weather cu and a 
showery day. 

Effect on spread out 
The increase of moistu re also affects spread 

out of cu under an inversion . On good soaring 
days the air below the inversion is relatively dry 
so when cu form the clouds evaporate before 
they join up . If moist air spreads in clouds are 
slow to evaporate and the cumuli tend to join up 
to form a continuous sheet of stratocu which cuts 
ofl the sun and ruins the soaring. This is shown 
in the series of photos A to D. 

f!eg ions near the sea are wo rst affected. 
Ireland often has extensive stratocu while shel
tered eastern areas of Scotland, England and 
Wales keep well broken cloud. 

Effect of water vapour on air den
sity 

The atmosphere consists mostly of nitrogen 
and oxygen which are heavier then water 
vapour. The addition of water vapour reduces 
the total density. The buoyancy of a thermal de
pends on the difference in temperature between 
th e thermal and its environment. The effect of 
water vapour is allowed for by using a fictitious 
value known as the virtual temperature. 

Virtual temperature 
Tl1e virtual temperature of moist air is the tem

perature at which dry air would have the same 
density . For example if the air at 1OOOmb was 
completely saturated at a temperature of 20°C 
then it would have the same density as dry ai r at 
22.6°C. The difference of 2.6° between the ac
tual and virtual temperatures shows the extra 
buoyancy of moist air rising through a very dry 
environment. If the air in the thermal was only 
hal f saturated (relative humidity 50%) then the 
difference would be halved too making the vir
tual temperature only 21.3°C. 

Moisture may increase the buoy
ancy of a thermal 

Many thermals carry moisture up from the sur
face so the air inside may contain more water 
vapour than the environment. As a result a ther
mal may still be buoyant even though it no longer 
has an excess of temperature. However the ef
fect is likely to be small in cold weather. 

Evening lift over woods 
Towards the end of a warm sunny day weak 

lift may be found over woods \vhen nearly all 
other thermals have died out. This is often at
tributed to the release of heat stored in the woods 
but it may be due in part to the extra moisture. 
As long as the roots have a good supply of mois
ture the process of transpiration can add tons of 
water vapour to the atmosphere. 

The energy in a depression 
Most depressions are associated with large 

areas of slowly ascending air. At low levels the 
air converges towards the fronts or troughs while 
at high levels the air is extracted by strong upper 
winds. This causes a large mass of air to ascend 
and produces extensive areas of cloud. 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 



WATER VAPOUR 

When warm moist air is drawn into the region 
of ascent a large amount of heat energy is re
leased by condensation. This extra energy is ex
pended in deepening the depression and 
increasing the winds all round . 

The earliest computer models of the atmo
sphere were not given any water vapour data. 
As a result the depressions they predicted were 
too shallow and the winds too light. As soon as 
water vapour data was included the numerical 
models began to predict much more vigorous 
depressions . 

Some of the fiercest depressions are the hur
ricanes and typhoons which form over tropical 
seas whose temperature is about 28°C. 
Evaporation from these very warm waters 
makes th e vapour conten t particularly l1igh so 
when condensation occurs a vast amount of en
ergy is available. 

Active hurricanes spend most of their life over 
the sea and when they move overland they start 
to weaken because there is no longer enough 
moisture to supply the energy. 

Dry spells and hot weather 
Although most moisture comes from evapo

ration over the oceans a significant amount 
comes from green vegetation. A wood can ex
tract hundreds of tons of water from the ground 
each day. If water starts to run short the stomata 
in the leaves close to cut down the water loss. 
As dry spells continue the grass dies and the 
normally green English countryside begins to 
look as brown as southern Europe. 

Dry ground becomes much hotter since little 
of the sun's energy is wasted heating up soggy 
fields. With little water to be evaporated the dew 
points fal l lower than usual during the after
noons , the cloudbase lifts higher and the cloud 
amounts dwindle. Thus an unstable north-west
erly airstream which produces 7/8 spread out 
overland in April or May can only mamage 2!8 
shallow cu after a spell of summer drought. 
Conditions of drought are good for long cross
coun tries such as the 1 OOOkm flight this July. 
(See p280.) a 
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• Our two bra nd new K21's are 
now on site! 

• All year round soaring in 
thermal wave & ridge 

• Launching by winch and 
aerotow 

• Holiday Courses available from 
May 

for Details Contact: 

The Course Secretory ~' 
Scottish Glidlng Union 
Portmook Airfield 
Scotlondwel/ KYI3 7JJ • 01592 840543 

October/November 1995 

Which Book 
Sh:ould I Get? 

Derek Piggott is regarded all over the 
world as one of the great instructors and 
writers of gliding books. The BGA, who 
stock most of his publications, often get 
asked the specific content of various 
books, so we thought it might be helpful 
to list just what he has written with a little 
about them. 

Er a start the books are aimed at three lev
els of glider pilots - the beginner or novice; the 
early soaring pilot and the more experienced 
pilot and instructor. The beginner books. which 
have sound principles and easy explanations , 
are also appropriate for instructors. 

Gliding, A Handbook on Soaring Flight 
(£15.99) . Much of Derek's spare time in the early 
1950s as CFI at Lasham was spent writing and 
re-writing a comprehensive book about g'liding. 
This was eventually published in 1958 as 
Gliding . Apart from very minor changes it re
mained the same book until 1986. Inevitably by 
then there were many changes and Derek com
pletely revised it leaving only two chapters , 
"Flying High" and "Cloud Flying" , much as they 
were before . For all practical purposes it is a new 
book. Many pilots having read the early editions 
don't realise that the 5th and 6th editions (both 
only available as paperbacks whereas the ear
lier editions were hardback), consist almost en
tirely of new material and drawings and contain 
just about everything he knows about soaring. 

The first section has comprehensive chapters 
for the student pilot. The second more informa
tion on flying technique , side slipping , out of wind 
landings, precautions for flying in strong winds 
and advice on local soaring. Tile third section 
has been enlarged with a vast amount of infor
mation on instruments, flying techniques in all 
conditions, rules for badge attempts, in fact just 
about everything a glider pilot needs to know. 

it is probably the most comprehensive book 
on gliding ever writte tl and is known all over the 
world as a very readable reference book. 

The next edition is due in 1996 or 1997 and 
will be updated covering, for Ins tance , circuit 
planning to include the diagonal leg . As Derek 
was never entt1usiastic about square circuits for 
gliders the text will need little alteration. However 
it is hoped to make it similar in type size and for
mat to Beginning Gliding and Understanding 
Gliding to make it more readable. 

Incidentally, Beginning Gliding (£13.99) and 
Understanding Gliding (£14) were originally 
written as one book and intended for instructors 
and others wanting to understand more about 
flying and instructing and why a glider behaves 
as it does. Published as two companion books , 
they have one similar chapter about the wind 
and thermals. As Derek says , you can't have a 
book on gliding without relating to wind and 
weather conditions. 

Whereas Gliding told you what to do to make 
the glider perform, it had few hints and tips on 
overcoming any problems. But Beginning 
Gliding covers the problem areas with advice 
on how to overcome them. 

The subtleties of the use of airbrakes, making 
accurate approaches, circuit planning and judg
ments , stalling and spinning and learning to 
aerotow are covered comprehensively. The new 
1995 edition has a chapter on winch launching 
and , of course, a revised chapter on circuit plan
ning to include the diagonal leg . 

Understanding Gliding covers glider design 
features and why and how a glider behaves. The 
explanations are non-mathematical and cover 
all aspects of stability and control, as well as 
stalling and spinning, flight limitations , aerobat
ics and glider performance. Do you know why a 
glider drops a wing at the stall if it is flying in 
straight flight with even a small amount of yaw? 
You will wh en you have read this book as well 
as many ott1er oddities unique to gliders and it is 
a must for the competitive pilot who wants to 
know how to get the best out of his machine. 

The final chapter was written to help glider pi
lots convert to power and gain PPLs and SLMG 
PPLs. Often an instructor at a flying club doesn't 
always appreciate how much a glider pilot 
knows. Showing them this chapter can often 
save you time and money. 

Going Solo is at present out of print but is 
sometimes found in book shops. 11 was specifi
cally written for the beginner and, printed on very 
tough paper , was small enougl1 to be kept in a 
pocket for reference on the flying field. 

Understanding Flying Weather (£9 .49) was 
written because Derek had been accosted by pi
lots studying for their Bronze badges wl1o 
wanted a simple book on Met. it soon grew to a 
sizeable volume with some suggestions from 
Tom Bradbury . Incidentally Derek talked Tom 
into writing his own book , Meteorology and 
Flight which is excellent and highly recom
mended (£15.99). Derek simplified his book to 
make it specifically the Bronze badge textbook. 

Derek Piggoll on Gliding ((£10.50) . Derek 
has been a regular contributor to S&G on many 
subjects from instructing and safety to test flying 
the latest gliders and he has collected together 
and updated this material so that this mine of in
formation has been preserved for pilots coming 
in to the sport long after the magazine article has 
been printed. 

Gliding Safety (£15.95) is Derek's newest 
book and features the "Which Glider" series 
which were previous ly in S&G and goes on to 
cover the more modern machines, suitable for 
Bronze badge pilots, on the secondhand market 
and almost all modern machines are discussed. 

As Derek says: "Every student pilot should be 
encouraged to read books on gliding. Far too 
many think they will pick up enough information 
from their instructor when they fly but inevitably 
they miss a great deal of information and take 
longer to learn as a result." 

Derek has written on a wide range of subjects 
and the prices quoted are from the BGA and in
clude p&p. They have also all been published 
by A and C Black Ltd. In addition the BGA stock 
a good collection of books by such well known 
writers as Ann Welch , Helmut Rei chman n and 
Ken Stewart. Just ask the office for a catalogue . a 
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15METRE 
CLASS 
NATIONALS 
Enstone, July 8 - 16 

The 15 Met<e Cl"' Nelioool' ho,ted by 
Enstone Eagles GC for the first time attracted a 
full entry list of 50 pilots plus two hors concours 
entries. 

The competition was dogged by either bad 
weather or unsoarable conditions almost 
throughout the nine day period in what proved 
to be a very frustrating experience for all con-

FINAL RESULTS Day 1.12.7 
15 Metre Class Nationals 235.14km • 

Rebriefing on the grid on one of the non fly
ing days. 
cerned, including the director and task setter 
Ken Sparkes who was directing his 21st BGA 
rated competition and seventh Nationals. 

The London GC weather fo recast for the 
opening day, Saturday, July 8, was quite promis
ing and a modest 205km quadrilateral was set, 
Chinnor, Chilbolton, Oxford East. 

The grid was launched in good soaring condi
tions and all the pilots made a prompt start only 
to find that arriving at Chin nor the route to the 
south had been cut off by a wall of low cloud 
which had not been forecast and this killed off 
all the thermal activity. 

About half the field landed out and the re-

Day 2.15.7 
179.51km • 

mainder came back to the site where it remained 
soarable all day. The outcome was a non com
petition day. 

The next three days were lost to the weather 
in stable unsoarable conditions. 

Wednesday , July 12, was the first competi
tion day with conditions improving to the west 
and a 235km quadrilateral was set, Hereford 
racecourse, Bromyard and Ludlow Castle. 

Phi I Jones (Ventus CwL) raced round the task 
at an actual speed of 90.9km/h to win the day 
with Alister Kay (LS-6cw) taking 2nd place and 
Tim Scott (LS-7) in 3rd place. 

There were 45 finishers plus the two hor con
cours entries. 

The weather then deteriorated badly with the 

Hereford Racecourse Worcester, Edgehill, 

Pos Pilot Glider 

1 Kay, A. E. LS-6cw 
2 Crabb, P. Discus 
3 Dawson, M. R. Ventus A 

4 Wells, M. D. LS-6a 
5 Brlce, P. F. ASW-24 
6 Johnston, E. W. L5-6A 
7 Watt, D. S. ASW-24WL 
8 Jones, P. Ventux cwL 
9 Lysakowskl, E. R. Ventus ewL 

10 Sheard, P. G. Vent us AWL 
11 Murphy, T. J . L5-7WL 
12 Jeffery, C. P.A. LS-7wL 
13 Jones, S. G. Ventus2 
14 Hartley, K. J. ASW-20BLT 
15 Gatfield, J. E. ASW-20 
16 Pozerskls, A. Discus 
17 Marsh, B. C. ASW·24WL 
18 Spreckley, G. LS·6c 
19 Morris, G. D. ASW·20L 
20 Scott, T. J. LS·7 
21 Davles, F. J. LS·6C 
22 Watt. C. C. ASW-20a 
23 Jordy, M. J. LS-6cw 
24 Campbell, D. A. Discus 
25 Weir, N. Ventus er 
26= Fox, A. L. Discus 
26= Gardner, D. H. LS·3A 
28 Barker, K. D. Discus WL 
29 Alldis, c. J. ' LS·4 
30 Edyvean, J. E. D. Ventus CT 
31 Stingemore, G. LS-6c 
32 Baker. P. E. Discus 
33 Morris, B. C. LS-7WL 
34 Wall, N. H. Discus 
35 Shelton, P. M. Discus WL 
36 Rice, P. E. Mosquito a 
37 Glossop, J. D. J . Discus 
38 Young. M. J. Discus 
39 Langrick, J. LS-7 
40 Aobertshaw, S. P. ASW-20 
41 Giddins, J. B. DG·202i15cwc 
42 Hood, L. LS-7 
43 Throssell, M. G. Discus 
44' Burry, J. A. LS·6c 
45 Cheetham, R. A. LS·7WL 
46 Clarke, A. J. Discus 
47 Wilton, J. N. ASW-20c 
48 Brimlield, R. J. Pegasus 
49 Franks, H. S. M. •LS·7 

! 

50 Reed, J. A. Discus 
Hors concours t Redman, S. J _ B. LS·6B 

I Hawkins, P. S. Discus 

- =penalty 
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Bromyard, Ludlow 

Speed 
Pos Pis (Dist) 

90.9 2 925 
85.1 7 848 
85.3 5 851 
81.7 16 804 
82.0 14 808 
75.1 24 717 
85.1 6 849 
95.5 1 985 
77.0 20 743 
83.7 9 830 
83.1 11 822 
70.8 30 661 
82.5 12 815 
74.9 29' 665 
87.1 4 874 
81.9 15 807 
66.6 34 607 
84.4 8 839 
83.4 10 826 
88.8 3 897 
60.7 41 528 
79.6 18 776 
73.9 26 702 
65.5 36 592 
79.9 17 780 
78.5 19 762 
76.0 22 730 
74.8 25 714 
82.5 13 814 
76.5 21 736 
64.1 38~ 574 
75.8 23 727 
58.4 42 500 
58.4 43 499 
72.9 27 689 
72.0 28 677 
66.0 35 598 
70.3 31 655 
68.5 33 632 
69.6 37 645 
64.4 37 578 
56.8 44 478 
64.2 38: 574 
63.9 40 571 

(232.0) 45 354 
(84.8) 46 109 
(33.5) 49 50 
(80.4) 47 102 
(71.1 ) 48 86 
(34.5) 50 27 

7 1.0 663 
77.2 745 

Winchcombe 

Dist Pos 

126.7 1 
124.9 3 
123.2 5 
123.5 4 
11 3.7 7: 
125.6 2 
92.8 16: 
42.0 28 

107.9 11 ~ 

59.0 20 
62.6 19 

109.2 10 
48.2 25 

107.9 11 : 
35.7 42 
48.5 24 

113.7 7= 
36.3 33= 
36.7 3h 
19.6 48 

114.8 6 
36.3 33= 
50.2 22 
92.8 16 
33.7 43· 
36.8 31 = 
43.0 27 
41.7 29 
21.3 47 
36.3 33= 
81.6 18 
33.7 43~ 

101.2 14 
100.4 15 
36.3 33~ 

36.3 33· 
49.1 23 
36.3 33 
36.3 33= 
30.4 46 
36.S 33· 
46.5 26 

0.0 49~ 

DNF 49~ 

36.3 33: 
111.2 9 
107.9 11= 
54.7 21 
32.5 45 
39.6 30 

47.6 
DNF 

PIS 

463 
450 
439 
441 
376 
456 
308 
157 
337 
243 
250 
345 
189 
337 
126 
190 
376 
129 
13 1 
45 

384 
129 
199 
308 
116 
131 
163 
156 
53 

129 
287 
116 
325 
323 
129 
129 
193 
129 
129 
99 

129 
180 

0 
0 

129 
359 
337 
222 
110 
145 

186 
0 

Total 
Points 

1388 
1298 
1290 
1245 
11 84 
11 73 
1157 
1142 
1080 
1073 
1072 
1006 
1004 
1002 
1000 
997 
983 
968 
957 
942 
912 
905 
901 
900 
896 
893 
893 
870 
867 
865 
861 
843 
825 
822 
818 
806 
791 
784 
761 
744 
707 
658 
574 
571 
483 
468 
387 
324 
196 
172 

849 
745 

Above: Paul Brice (ASW-24) with his crew. Below: The grid. 
Photos: Lorna Bevan. 



15 METRE CLASS NATIONALS 

arrival of a series of low pressure systems 
sweeping in from the west which were accom
panied by high winds and thunderstorms which 
led to flying being cancelled over the ensuing 
two days. 

The forecast for the penultimate day offered 
some small hope and a 179km quadrilateral was 
set, Worcester, Edgehill , Winchcombe. 

The conditions improved enough to permit a 
late launch and all the pilots made a prompt start 
in improving conditions. 

Alister Kay won the day with 126.7km. Ed 
Johnston (LS-6A) was 2nd with 125.6km and 3rd 
place was claimed by Paul Crabb (Discus) with 
124.9km. There were no finishers. 

The final day promised more continuous rain 
and this duly arrived by mid afternoon and finally 
washed out the competition. 

Alister Kay was the winner and took his 4th 
consecutive title away from Enstone having 
been the winner in the three previous Open 
Class Nationals at this site. 

Alister Kay, 15 Metre Class Champion, with 
his daughter Eleanor at the prizegiving. 
Photo: Nick Kelly 

Paul Crabb finished in 2nd place after a very 
creditable performance and Mel Dawson 
(Ventus A) also flew well to take 3rd place. 

The first day's prizegiving was followed by the 
presentation by David Hands (on behalf of the 
BGA) of the John Hands' trophy to Robin Pearce
Boby for services rendered to competition glid
ing. Robin becomes the fourth Enstone member 
to receive this award. E:l 

October/November 1995 

The British contingent with Bob Bi'ckers, team manager, far right. 

3RD JUNIOR EUROPEAN 
CHAMPIONSHIPS MATT REBBECK 

Leszno, Poland- July 8-15 

'''" .,, 61 pilot' ""'" lh• ''' of 26 with Dave Allison ( LS-4), Derren Francis (Discus) , 
Henry Rebbeck (LS-4), Richie Toon (Astir), Oli 
Ward (Discus) and Lucy With all (ASW-19) in the 
British team, Richie arriving from the Falkland 
Islands. Due to the lack of gliders in the 
Falklands he hadn't flown for four months so ran 
around for a day looking for a check flight. 

The practice week didn't start well . On the first 
day a Danish pilot was killed in a field landing 
accident after hitting power cables. The atmos
phere for the next few days was fairly sober and 
the Danish team were sent home by their feder
ation. 

At the opening ceremony there was a fantas
tic airshow by the Poles which included an ASH-
25 doing three consecutive beat ups and a tug 
towing four gliders. 

The first few days saw mixed fortunes for the 
Brits. Richie , flying in the Club Class, found that 
none of his varios worked as he took-off on Day 
1. Unperturbed he still managed 50km in blue 
conditions . Lucy, our other Club Class pilot, 
damaged her glider on the last practice day and 
lost the first two days while it was mended. But 
Derren started magnificently with a win in the 
Standard Class, landing one thermal further than 
the next best. Whilst waiting for his retrieve he 
was given a red rose by a local family looking to 
marry off their daughter I 

The weather stayed good with some days giv
ing 8000ft cloudbases and 9-1 Okt thermals . 
Derren , Mr Consistency himself, managed to 
slowly lose a few positions each day whilst the 
Germans and Poles showed the rest how to fly. 

Three German Club Class pilots were partic
ularly impressive, flying virtually wingtip to 
wingtip on most days, and only straying further 
from each other when conditions went blue. Most 
days they finished within a minute of each other, 
normally in the top six. In the Standard Class the 
Polish pilot, Sebastian Kawa (SZD-55) showed 
that the Germans were beatable and gradually 
gained a very impressive lead. 

The competition wasn't protest free. The 
Polish ASH-25 was seen flying in the contest 

area and some teams were worried that it was 
passing information to the Polish pilots. The ASH 
pilot cla imed he was just going for record at
tempts. Eventually one of the stewards made a 
sensible speech saying 111at he believed flying 
was for fun and no one should have the power 
to prohibit a glider from flying. The fact that no 
information was being passed had to be taken 
on trust. 

The task setting was generally good despite 
the Met man being fairly random with his fore
casts . A 540km task proved impossible but 
Henry managed to glide out a few more kilome
tres than the rest of the gaggle. Lucy and Dave 
landed in a huge field with 15 others while Richie 
landed next to a church and was greeted by the 
vicar who then blessed his glider. 

Sabastian Kawa had a very unlucky day. With 
one day left he was well in the lead but on going 
to 'phone for a retrieve had his camera stolen. 
This meant zero points for the day instead of 
about 900, taking him to 6th. 

We had nine days of good fun competition fly
ing. The Austrian Guido Achleitner won the 
Standard Class in his ASW-24 by 1 pi and the 
Germans took the top three places in the Club 
Class, showing you don't have to fly an expensive 
glider to go fast. The top Brit was Henry in 11th 
place. it was clear that if the Brits intend to com
pete at top level there must be an improved selec
tion procedure with more consistent training. 

The British team thank Bob Bickers, the team 
manager, for keeping t.hem well prepared and 
relaxed. Without him the competition would have 
been very difficulit. 

We look forward to the 1997 Junior Europeans 
in Freudenstadt, Germany. 
Final results:- Standard Class, 1. G. Achleitner 
(A~stria) ASW-24, 6840; 2. F.Kuster (Germany) 
Discus, 6839; 3. T.Bode (Germany) ASW-24 , 
6806: with UK 11. H.Rebbeck, 6083; 20. O.Ward 
5503; 22. D.AIIison, 5289 and 27. D.Francis . 
5013pts. Club Class:- 1. F.Hahn (Germany) 
ASW-15 , 6986; 2. F.Kirchberger (Germany) 
Club Libelle, 6880; 3. T .Bottcher (Germany) 
DG-100, 6827; witlh UK 18. R.Toon 4756 and 
22. L.Withall 3582pts. E:1 
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A .S.C . SPIRIT 
e Pr\'-ll!Olllcl!·(! Colnposit \' SkillS • Lf[): .J,:!: I \ l<'<lSliiTd 

e C ltiJOil l 'il llt' sp;rrs e .\rilllliCI-l'illl'(' SdiCI\' Cockpit 
e f;rctor\· \\'l'lrlr·rl Box l'r<llll(' e llorrrrrh·d Spoii<·r ll(ll'lliqgs 
e U\'~igiKd l 'or .\ c;· ..j." :!liOIIl~. Pilo t 1\'itlr Cl Hill' 

IS Ill! S t<lllCI<-li'CI Cl<lSS Sclilpli:lllC Kit e I< H'lrlclr·s t-l;rsic lllSII'lllll('lll" 
t\ Low Cost. All Composite, 11igl1 Performance S<lilplane 

e IJ\'signcrl To .1.\H :;:; 

.\ho .\l'ail.rl ri<• t:>IIH llllillppvrl singlt' "''ill l 'alcn11. 
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" ·:. Q ....... --LOADINGS ....,, 
'~ TOWT 

U.!· ···· 
PEAFORMANcr 

' • j lt1\ 

' ~ ri •• 
:n 11 5¥m~ .,. .... . .. 
:~:.. ··~~\,.. '"' 

IH Ill! lips fm Spirit ill id \l'iltt'l' LJ;rlli rSt kits. 
S1·lf liiliiWir I nodule <l\'<lil<rlli< ' lm t<Hr:>. 

\SC SPIHIT POLi\t~ DATA 
11 ,.') 1 \ 11 {( "1\\1 l'\\ ~d 1 .~.'1.\ 

SPEED 

Y'llNG LOAD4ro«:i 1 I b!lt; I 
t'""' f'OIIf, .._ UU"'iw.tKG 

Solr· lli'>lrillllh'r, l ". K . ;)nd Lttropc, For At!Vallced Soari11g Cmttepts, Inc. U.S.A. ;\ lrigh (Jll(llity. Sl<ll<' of 111<' <lrt. ('01ltposil!' Si1ilplcll1(' kit 
d!'~igllcd r()r tl1< • first tirnc IHril<'h ·r ; urd c ross < ·o tHllry 
1 l il< >I . < ~~ 11111 l l 11< -r <I< ·sigt 1 I< ·c ·I Hr< ll< >gy l.lrit 1gs Sl tl l.Sii u lli<rl 

irnpnlVl' l1lt'rlls <11 1<1 f<'illlln'S to a tvpic <rl stcH1<1<Jrd 
d <1ss s ; 1iipl; 111c ; 11 ;1n <rlfor<l<-tiJI< • low pric< •. 
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REPCLIF AVIATION LTD. 
;\l<l<'Dil \\';ry. Crl'W<'. Clws l1il'<' C\V I I Yl ' 
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UE~IO:"STH.\101( U .\SEI> ,\J SJ'.\I ' FOHU!'>IIIIIU: (il. llll:"<; Cl I ' ll. HI:"(; FOH llEI.\IL!'> OF OIIIEH \ ' E:"l ' ES 

The EW Barograph is simply. 
NOT J UST THE WORLD'S NUMBER ONE ELECTRONIC BAROGRAPH 
that is fully approved world wide, for all Glider flights including world records. 

lt is also a GPS Data Recorder! 
(compatible with most portable and panel mounted GPS receivers with NMEA 0183 output) 

Approved for GPS flight verification in national and regional competitions in many countries. 

NEW " WINDOWS" SOFTWARE NOW AVAILABLE 
Our brand new program is the easiest to use, most comprehensive 

mapping, fl ight analysis and task setting package available. 

Also, new custom protective case for Barograph available £11.69 inc. VAT 

EW products can either be purchased directly from us by credit card and 
despatched with our efficient mail order service, or from our comprehensive 

list of agents throughout the world! 

For further information on all our products contact 

EWAvionics 
Seymour Barn, Widmere Lane, Marlow, Bucks SL7 3DF, England • Tel (44) 01628 485921 • Fax 01628 477999 
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JOHN KENNY & JENNY STEWART 

CLOCHMERLE 
RMSI ED 
For several years Jenny and 
John, with fellow Vectis GC 
members from the Isle of 
Wight, while away some lazy 
summer days gliding in 
France. This is their story of 
two tlights on the same day 

The SHK rumbled to a halt over the dusty 
stubble. Utter si·lence I jumped out for a quick 
look round , feel ing elated at having made a 
good circuit and outlanding , then a feeling of 
shame- the fifth outlanding of this expedition 
and still nowhere near the elusive 300km. A 
cheeky duty instructor had told me that unless I 
could get back today I would have to have a 
site check the next day. 

We were miles from anywhere but a figure 
appeared in the distance and ambled up to the 
glider. "G'dai mate. Made a right mess up of 
that landing didn 't yer? Landed with yer brakes 
open, if you had kept them in yer could 've put 
down in that nice smooth paddock that runs 
down to the creek." 

it was no use trying to explain that I wasn 't 
too good at landing downwind, downhill; he 
would not listen , I might as well have landed in 
front of an instructor on the home site. He must 
have known something about gliding though , 
because he said "Those wings look heavy 
mate. I've got a crook back," and disappeared. 

I was su rprised to have met a gliding-wise 
Antipodean because we were in the outback of 
central France. 

The flight had started promisingly . An early 
start from Thouars and a fast run to the first TP 
at Le Blanc, photos taken and back to 5000ft 
and on to the second leg. But although it was 
past midday there were still no cumulus. 
"Faster, faster" said the vario and the ground 
got closer. We sniffed over the villages for lift 
and found none, so it was a case of studying 
French agriculture at close quarters again. 

The next chap to arrive was a French garag
iste whose advice was more helpful. "No one 
will ever find you here , it 's kilometres from 
nowhere. I'll take you to the nearest village and 
you can phone your equipe from there. Await 
them in the village square, then guide them 
back to this place." 

We jumped into the Citroen van and wound 
our way through the lanes to the pretty village 
of Vic-sur-Gartempe which must have been 
used as a prototype for Clochmerle. There was 
a square with tables and chairs in the middle. 
bars on three sides and an old fashioned urinal 
on the fourth side. 

October/November 1995 

Having made a phone call from the first bar, I 
settled down in the square with a glass of wine 
and a jambon sandwich. lt was a blue day, the 
sun gradually scorched round the square. so I 
moved round to the next bar and eventually, via 
the pissoire, to the third. 

There were four of us with two gliders on the 
expedition. On this day, Jenny was flying the K-
6E, I was flying the SHK and Chris and Martin 
were crewing. When they got the message that 
I was aux vaches yet again. Jenny was still in 
the air about 50km to the west of me and say
ing that she might land at Chatellereault 
Airfield . They decided to drive in convoy to the 
airfield, park the K-6 trailer there and continue 
east to get me. 

When they arrived Jenny wasn 't there so 
they came for me. 

The trai ler finally appeared. I had made an
other full circuit of the square . lt was getting 
cool and somehow I didn't seem to be too clear 
about the directions back to the field . Chris l1ad 
some practi ce reversing up narrow lanes and 
after another hour or so found the SHK which 
we put in its box as the sun dipped below th e 
horizon . A couple of phone calls established 
that Jenny wasn 't at Chatellereault but that's 
her story. A K-6E is easy to derig by moonlight. 

JENNY'S STORY • The Blues 
I watched the owl swoop by in the bright moon
light. lt was so bright it even cast a shadow. 
Nothing could cast a shadow over the day's fly
ing U1ough- I'd gone cross-country in the blue. 

I'd taken a morning launch and an early re
treat to earth to eat lunch. We sat watching the 
two glass ships which shared the house ther
mal. Gerry Martin was ou r neighbour in the 
multinational camp site at Thouars Airfield . A 
leisurely discussion followed which became an 
excellent exposition on flying in the blue. This 
was avidly mopped up by Chris, Martin and my
self. At home if it's blue the sea breeze has ar
rived, so we go home. 

By now the two glass gliders had stopped 
chasing each other's tai ls at 800ft and climbed 
away. Time for a relight. 

This time instead of flying on track through 
mega sink I followed the energy - the wonderful 
thing talking to experts is you learn all the ' in · 
words - and arrived at Loudun 25km away. 

Chatellereault and back looked on. The radio 
which had been silent of English voices for so 
long suddenly started up. John had landed 
aL? And Martin and Chris. stalwart duty crew 
for t11e day, were going to collect him. You soon 
become stalwart if you are derigging SHKs all 
over the Frencl1 countryside. 

What did I want to do? I now had no ground 
crew. 

"Why don't you land at Chate llereault and 
we'll pick you up on the way past?" 

Even though I was some 35km away I could 
see the town and the runway clearly from 
3800ft. "Sounds a good idea" I said. 

The direct route meant overflying a l1illy 
wooded area and the centre of town. As any 
deviation from the easterly direction brought a 
massive loss of height I resolved not to fly over 
anything unlandable. 

Eventually just east of Richelieu I managed 
to jump to the next source of energy to the 
south . To arrive at the airfield I would have to 
cross the river north of town and fly round the 
fields to the east. I was now 15km away and 
could almost see the colour of the controller's 
socks. Theory stated that the little village just 
over the river should be giving off thermals. lt 
wasn't. The fields didn't look too wonderful ei 
ther. The last chance was the factory with a 
large flat stubble field next door. Not a tweet 
from the vario. So straight in to the circuit and 
land. 

At tile farm I was greeted with Orangina , 
fresh figs and a seat in the shade. 11 was 5pm. 
'Phone calls made, all I l1ad to do was waiL At 
9pm my hosts were yawning ; it was their bed
time. The 'phone rang. The SHK was derigged. 
Some problem finding it apparently. They would 
go back to collect my trailer and come as soon 
as possible. I thanked my farmer hosts and 
walked to the corner to await the trailer. Always 
fly with a jacket and a torch. My T-shirt was not 
warm _ At 9.30 the farmer's wife came out and 
lent me her jacket and retired. Eventually at 
11 pm the trailer arrived - a glider so visible in 
daylight takes twice as long to find after dark. 
By the time we got back it was 2am. 

Discussing the day's adventures with Gerry 
the next day he said "I certainly wouldn't have 
gone cross-country yesterday. The thermals 
weren't properly organised." 

Neither were we . but I wouldn't have missed 
it for anything. E:l 

C3 FLIGHT COMPUTE 
Now w ith new w ind Eprom 

All usual flight computer modes plus 
numerous extras 

GPS Interface - 9 Waypoints- 2 Separate Varios and 
Speed to Fly Directors- Cruise Damping and Dead Band 
(user controlled) - Audio Frequencies selectable -
Electron ic or Pneumatic Compensation (adjustable} -
Statistics for last three flights 

Price: C3 £1650 incl. VAT+ P&P 

For details call Ernst on 01203 382190 
or Frank on 0121 353 2146 Wind speed and direction Wind on track 
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BOB RODWELL 

SAILPLANE 
NEWS 
Now SF-34s, too, from Le Blanc 

Fench manufacturer Centrair has taken a li
cence to produce in quantity the Scheibe SF-34 
tandem two-seater which, though on the market 
for years, has fallen far short of being a world, or 
even UK, best-seller. The first is due to come 
out of Centrair's Le Blanc factory about the time 
this note appears in September. 

At the Paris air show in June Centrair showed 
a Hungarian-built version but the French-made 
SF-34 will be finished to a much higher standard 
and incorporate restyled cockpits and other 
changes , said Centrair designer Jacques 
Bigenwald. After the first few licence-built mod
els are produced a retracting undercarriage may 
be introduced, based on an Aachen University 
akaflieg design. Later, an entirely new wing will 
be fitted. 

There are about 200 ageing Wassmer Bijave 
and K-13 two-seaters in French club fleets which 
would need replacing in coming years so there 
was an "interesting" domestic market, said M 
Bigenwald. Centrair tooling will support a pro
duction rate of about 30 SF-34s a year. 

The. national governing body, the FFVV, has 
specified that a realistic Bijave/K-13 replace
ment should cost around 320 000 francs with an 
absolute maximum of 350 OOO,fr - a price range 
of about £41 300 to £.45 160. 

it is price which has ruled out of contention 
Centrair's own Marianne two-seater, developed 
with very substantial French state aid but too 
complex and costly for widespread club adop
tion. it has failed to make any market impact out
side France but, nonetheless, its development 
continues with the recent introduction of a car
bon-fibre mainspar. 

In 1993, Centrair built 25 Peg as us but only two 
Mariannes ; in 1994 15 Pegasus and two 
Mariannes and this year's output is expected to 
be much the same. 

In each case, the Mariannes were delivered 
to French military clubs. Civilian clubs required 
a simpler and less expensive trainer, Centrair's 
designer said. 

The French firm has bough! the right to sell its 
SF-34s anywhere, including Germany, and to 
modify the design without inhibition. In a recip
rocal deal it is to supply the wings for a new 
Scheibe motor glider, said M. Bigenwald. 

The deal recalls the arrangement mad'e dur
ing the 1970s between Centrair's founder Marc 
Ranjon -who has now sold the company to the 
investment group CFCI (which also owns the 
lightplane maker Avions Robin) and has left the 
scene - and Schleicher. under which ASW-20s 
were licence-built at Le Blanc and modified, al-
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The Ximango photographed by Derek 
Piggott. 

legedly, without the sanction of the licensor. 
When the Pegasus then emerged, with a fuse

lage built in ASW-19/20 moulds married to new 
French state-aided laminar-flow wings, lengthy 
litigation resulted together with the complete 
severance of relations between the French and 
German firms. 

Franco-Brazilian beauty enters two
seater motor glider fray 

A most attractive two-seater motor glider which 
combines a 31:1 glide ratio with the comfort, en
durance and long legs you'd want in a first-class 
touring aircraft is newly on the UK market and 
available for demonstration flights from Rufforth . 

Noted DG distributor and glider repairer Bob 
McLean has joined clubmate George McLean 
(no relation) and Pocklington's Bob Beck to sell 
and support throughout the UK and Ireland the 
Brazilian AMT -200 Super Ximango {pronounced 
Chimango- and it means falcon) . 

Built by Aeromot at Porta Alegre in the far 
south of Brazil , the AMT-200 is an uprated ver
sion of the Limbach-powered AMT- 1 00 
Ximango, Aeromot's licence-bu ilt copy of the 
French Fournier RF- 1 0, of which it has made 
and sold some 150 throughout both North and 
South America. 

Its lines of classic Gallic elegance give away 
its provenance - if any lightplane designer has 
produced more quietly eye-pleasing designs 
than Rene Fournier over his long career they 
had been lost on me and only one other. Italy's 
Stelio Frati , has ever come close. 

The 60hp air-cooled Limbach 2000 engine of 
the original RF-10 and AMT-100 has been re
placed in the AT-200 by a Rotax 912A of 81 hp, 
driving a three-position Hoffman prop of in
creased diameter. Apart from its extra horses, 
the most important change is the 912A's water
cooled heads which retain heat better than the 
Limbach's pots, thus giving a more certain restart 
after a long period of power-off soaring flight. 

Like its familiar wooden predecessor, the tan
dem-seater RF-SB Sperber, the Super 
Ximango's high aspect ratio wings are each 
hinged at roughly midspan, to reduce hangared 
width from 17.47 metres to only 1 0.15m (57ft Sin 
to 33ft 4in). The simple single-action hinge and 
bolting mechanism appears identical to that well 
proven on the RF-SB. 

Another notable feature is the exceptionally 
wide track of the manually retracted undercar-

riage, which confers good taxying and crosswind 
tractability on the low-set, big-span, machine. 

Of glass and carbon composite construction, 
the AMT -200 displays a very high standard of 
surface finish . The cockpit is particularly impres
sive and superbly comfortable though entrance 
and particularly egress over the trai ling edge and 
in front of the backward sliding canopy is not the 
easiest and, like the d'eep bucket seats, is remi
niscent of some of the costliest GT cars. 

A short demonstration with Bob Beck from 
Rufforth to Dishforth and back under exception
ally low stratus, with a landing at Dishforth in rain 
beneath a 600ft cloudbase, did not permit me 
any opportunity to try the aircraft in gliding flight. 
But under power it handled beautifully, with light 
and well harmonised controls and a surprisingly 
low level of engine noise in 80 - 80kt cruising 
flight. 

Realising that, with its 7hr power-on cruising 
range -say, 565nm - one could easily fly non
stop with a companion from northern England to 
the Alps, there to enjoy complete autonomy for 
a mountain soaring holiday, one wonders how 
the manufacturers of conventional tin-and-rivet 
lightplanes like those from Wich ita continue to 
find any customers at all. 

Though contractual prices are quoted in US 
dollars , an equipped Super Ximango, with a C 
of A, registered, and at Rufforth all ready to go, 
will cost you the thick end of £70 000. 

Given a worthwhile lottery win , you'll find my 
name above yours on the three-month waiting 
list. ..:1 

V/NON COMPETITION 
Jus tin Wills won the 28th Vi non Mountain Gliding 
World Cup Competition's Racing Class , which 
was held from July 19-29 with nine contest days. 
Flying an LS-6 he scored 8081 pts with S.Ghiorzo 
(Italy) Ventus 2, 2nd with 8022 and M. Grund 
(Germany) Ventus, 3rd with 7946pts. 

The first three places in the Open and 
Standard Classes were claimed by French pi
lots as follows:- Open Class: 1. G.Lherm (ASW-
22BL) , 8637; 2. P.Mazzega/P.Garcin (ASH-25), 
8320; 3. G.Gerbaud/J.Gianni (Nimbus 2DM) 
7983pts . Standard Class: 1. D.Hauss, 8493 ; 2. 
J.C.Lopitaux, 8442, 3. R.Fontin , 8368pts, all fly
ing Discus. 

This was a much larger event than usual with 
85 competitors from 12 countries. This was pos
sibly due to the influence of Jacky Clairbaux, the 
task setter, who is to direct the next World 
Championships at nearby St Auban. 
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PENGUIN 

WAY 
OFF 
TRACK 

A peek at Penguin's 
patch 

Tom Zoalley '"""''d th.t S&G 'hoclc 
publish aerial views of club sites and our saintly 
Ed (whom God preserve) promised to run them 
in a winter issue. 

October/November is clearly categorised as 
winter in Penguin's calendar for it's when Hen 
Penguin lays out his long johns before he goes 
to fly . So he's sneaking in this shot of the Ulster 
GC's fief before the rest of you have triggered 
your lnstamatics. 

lt qualifies for Way Off Track by being way off 
track, as far west as you can be while remaining 
within the BGA's- and the Major government's -
remit. 

This is Bellarena looking due east, with the 
eastern shore of Lough Foyle in the immediate 
foreground (the tide is out) and a shortish stretch 
of our ridge behind. The main BOO yard run is on 
the left and has been extended to the shore since 
the picture was taken; the remaining rough fore
shore strip is permanently fenced as a sheep 
pen for flying days and both NE/SW and NW/SE 
diagonals for crosswinds fit in easily beyond the 
two bald patches, the levelling and seeding of 
which are in our future plans. 

The distance from the eastern threshold to 
the Binevenagh ridge is just under two miles. 
The ridge line is 1 260ft above the foreground 
beach. Regrettably, only the last 300ft are abso
lutely vertical. 

That shiny tin tabernacle in the middle dis
tance is Boyle's Blister, probably the biggest 
hangar, on a floor area per member basis, of any 
BGA club; we have only about 45 members but 
some 1 5 OOOsq ft of concreted hangar space -
and we erected it ourselves. 

Only about half the resident aircraft (all 
hangared and permanently rigged) are out this 
day - their would-be pilots probably wondering 
why the hell the duty tug pilot doesn't land and 
get on with the job. 

Both north and south boundaries of the field 
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Ballarena GC's site. 

are delineated by a deep, wide, ditch -called a 
sioch (pronounced shock) in this part of the 
world. If you undershoot and go into one, that's 
exactly what you'll get. 

Three miles to the left, and out of sight, is the 
North Atlantic. Behind you -and also out of sight 
unless your eyes are rather oddly placed - is the 
Irish Republic. So on a purely local soaring flight 
from Bellarena you can both fly over the ocean 
and in another national jurisdiction too. 

The Ed could have cropped the picture to ex
clude the intruding elbow on the right. But had 
she done so you might miss the fact that the ridge 
does a sharp turn above the forest to present 
faces to SW, Sand SE winds as well. 

Our north-facing seacliffs, like the ocean, are 
out of the picture, to the left, together with the fa
bled Magilligan Strand which we use as a stand
by autowing strip if the tug is sick. 

The closing date for submissions to the Ed's 
intended picture spread is October 1, so if you 
intend to give us all a sight of your site- hurry , 
hurry, hurry! 

Memorably, all at sea 

I remember VE Day 50 years ago with crystal 
clarity . As an undersized and convalescent 10 
year-old I spent part of it sitting on my father's 
shoulders , one of about a million people who 
gathered in front of Buck House and stretched 
all down the Mall, chanting for the King . HM duly 
obliged by appearing with the Queen, the two 
princesses and the wartime premier, still Mr 
Churchill then. 

Few of that immense and joyful crowd who 
made their way home by tube or train, bus or 
Shank's pony, that night could speak in anything 
more than a hoarse croak. 

Half a century on, I'm going to remember the 
VE 50th anniversary commemorations with 
equal clarity ·for one of the most imperishably un
forgettable flights of my gliding life - and proof 

that even when cross-country conditions pre
vail, it sometimes pays to stick around the site . 

Saturday, May 13, was Londonderry's turn to 
remember the ro le played by this seaport city 
and its hinterland in the battle of the Atlantic as 
a convoy escort , submarine and RAF Coastal 
Command base, and for RN and Merchant Navy 
veterans to honour shipmates who died. 

lt was probably the best cross-country day of 
the year so far with a stiff , chill , north-westerly 
playing directly on our ridge and creating boom
ing convection southward from a point a few 
miles inland. 

But as I climbed on aerotow I could see four 
frigates grouped about six miles off Benone 
Strand, for a wreath-laying at sea ceremony in
volving the Duchess of Kent, who had just flown 
in to Derry airport and been helicoptered out to 
H~.AS Beaver, the one RN vessel in the four-na
tion flotilla. 

Unusually, two RN Lynxes, two naval Sea 
Kings and one USN Sikorsky original of the Sea 
King design were skittering to and fro , whi le there 
was abnormal activity by the Army Lynxes, ·RAF 
Wessexes and Pumas to which we are more ac
customed. I parked myself on the main face of 
Binevenagh, where apart from club colleagues, 
three or four hang gliders and, for the first time 
in my experience on this ridge, two para-gliders 
were also airborne near Eagle Rock. 

Both the naval Lynxes passed by, each climb
ing up for a closer look at my Jantar and subject
ing me to what transpired , later , to be a royal 
review as one was flown by Prince Andrew who 
was in NI that day as a working naval pilot rather 
than a visiting dignitary. 

Climbing to cloudbase at 4000ft in a thermal 
well south of the ridge, I set off north to conduct 
my own naval rev iew, but ch ickened out a mile 
or so short of the flotilla, turning to regain the 
shore. Other Bellarena aircraft were thermalling 
at height before the creeping sea breeze front 
but I decided to stay low and mix it with the rag-
wings on the ridge. • 
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WAY OFF TRACK 

On the turf behind Eagle Rock an RAF 
Wessex and a Puma, both with rotors turning , 
stood. I did a couple of fast passes, the Puma 
looking oddly bug-eyed as I passed it a few feet 
below its level as it squatted there, whining, on 
the ridge. 

At sea the naval formation was breaking up -
two warships heading to enter Lough Foyle, a 
third steaming east and the fourth , the USS 
Aubrey Filch, moving two or three miles further 
out. I flew south , picked up another thermal to 
3500ft and decided this time I'd really go for it 
as. witll so many other public attractions that 
day, Ben one Strand was unusually deserted and 
on my r turn I could always land on the beach. 

I turned the Aubrey Filch at about 2300ft, 
snapped it with my TP camera and, both right 
and left. enjoyed an unparallelled view of 
Ireland's north coast as I had not seen it before. 

No stranger to warships from my defence re
porting days. I speculated on what might be hap
pening on the trigate's deck or in its operations 
room. Tile Jantar. one supposes. produces a 
very low radar return; it clearly has very lligl1 as
pect ratio. U-2 style, wings. 

"Hey. Chuck. have the Paddles or the Limeys 
got some stealth surveillance plane, 'cos I've got 
one staring down at me?" 

I flew back to land. crossing the beach at 
!500ft. lt was so wide and empty that, given the 
bearing strength. you could have landed a 
loaded 747 there. 

Not that I could safely land a 747 anywhere. 
for on touching down back at the site I unforgiv
ably groundlooped the Jantar for the first, and I 
hope last, time. 

That evening the club's naval pensioner, 
Sailor McFarland. entered the clubhouse, rosy 
and glowing. having spent the day at sea with 
the Belgian Navy aboard the frigate Wandelaar, 
recapturing his youth while being liberally and 
liquidly entertained. 

Tile next day was grotty but Jim Weston , one 
of our keenest cross-country pilots. appeared. 
He had spent Saturday at home. jet-lagged after 
flyi g back from lecturing at Stanford University 
in California the day before 

He expressed slightly mocking surprise that I 
had not gone cross-country for, say, a modest 
0 /R to Cookstown and back. 

But Cookstown is always there and Jim, old 
horse. you'll never know the fun you missed. 

(The last piece was topical when it came from 
Penguin 's quill but was squashed out of the last 
issue by advertisements. However. we thought 
it too good to lose. Ed.) 

Recognition 
A few weeks ago I stripped my Jantar of the all
enveloping orange pyjamas which it had worn in 
the hangar for two or three weeks while I'd been 
away, to find an amusing penguin sticker on it, 
which remains. 

Fittingly, it is only about 2 by 1/. in square 
whol ly appropriate for a modest fellow who es
chews ostentation and to whom quiet under
statement is a way of life. lt also obligingly hides 
a gel coat crack where the windscreen hoop 
meets the cockpit side. 

But I was most struck by the impeccable judg-
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it displayed. For ernblazoned on Penguin 's 
chest, in brilliant red, is a big No. 1. 

After 26 years' club membership, due recog
nition at last. 

The gulf between 
Graham Lawrence took me to task in the last 
issue, p199, for apparently not understanding 
that in contemporary Yankspeak "Hi , Guys" is 
not male gender-based but is just as likely to be 
used by a female greeting other women. 

I was about to demur but checked witllmy in
house expert and youngest daughter Gemma, 
newly graduated with honours in, of all things , 
American studies and history. She deflated me 
by confirming that Graham was right. 

Despite numerous visits "stateside", and con
tributing for years to various US publications in
cluding tile Wall Street Journal and Soaring, I'l l 
never entirely master American colloquialisms. 

My worst gaffe occurred 16 years ago at 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin , when working on a team 
producing a daily newsheet at the great annual 
EAA fly-in . Three of us were billeted in a lake
side chalet and were about to turn in. 

Discussing wllat time we should rise, break
fast and get on the road to the field , as we moved 
towards our rooms I turned to a US lady col
league, a brusque and large New Yorker, who I 
llad met for tile first time only that evening. 

She llad already indicated tllat she was a long 
way from being partial to short blond 
Englishmen, but in perfect innocence I asked 
"Would you like me to knock you up?'' 

Such was the reaction it was surprising I did 
not end up feeding the fishes in Lake Winnebago 
which was lapping the lawn and barbecue only 
ten or 15 yards away. a 

We often remind you that the edito
rial office is at Cambridge but sadly 
deadlines are still frequently missed 

1 by contributions going to the BGA at 
Leicester. 

Martin Carotan 

HIGH QUALITY 
WORKMANSHIP AT AN 
AFFORDABLE PRICE 

FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES TO 
COVER ALL JOBS BIG OR SMALL 

Passage Farm, Arlingham, Glos. GL2 7JR 
Telephone: 

Home 01453 5441 07 
Mobile 0860 542028 

Workshop phone or tax 01452 741463 

PAUL HIRIART 

SOMETHING 
SPECIAL 
Paul started gliding at Kestrel GC 
last spring and since then has 
become an enthusiast. This is his 
account of an exceptional flight on 
March 19 with A/an Sommerville in 
a K-21 

We noted the weather was becoming more 
and more squally but, not deterred, we headed 
towards a blackening street. I could see what I 
can only describe as cylinders of rain totally ob
scuring the visibil ity from cloudbase to the 
ground. We connected with our first thermal and 
Alan suggested in his in imitable sty le that I 
should get the wing in further and the speed off, 
which by th is time was approaching 60kt- my 
usual unsettled start of thermal speed. However, 
I had trimmed almost right back and a lot further 
than usual for my weigh t, but I didn't have the 
heart to tell him that his weight migl1t have some
thing to do with it. 

Distinctive Designs 
for 

Innovative, Quality 
Design and Services 

Announcing another distinctive 
product from Distinctive Designs 

UK Manufactured Glass Fibre Trailers 
+ RPfiuc0d condC'n,,ltinn 
• Lightweight ior easy towing 
+ No more lc,1ky rivet> 
+ E.1sier repair' 
+ Competi tively priced r rom £2850 

One Man Rigging Aids 
Whether you own ,111 r\ ·h 25, ASvV 15 or a Pir.tl. 
th e li!;htweight. >turdy rigging ,lid> m.ule irom high 
qu,ll ity >tct•l w ill takl1 thP hackdcht• oul o ril'ming 
your glider. increa. inf\ ctfdy ,1nd minimi,ing the ri>k 
oi d,1mage t<> you or your plant,, Pneumatic wheels 
w ith a wide whed ba;c make this tlw Range Rover 
oi rigging , ids. l <~ckli ng rough tt•rr.l in ""oothly and 
c,!Si ly. And, when you've> iinishcd simply fold it up 
c:ll1d it luck~ ncJtly awJy in your lrJi ler. £29S 

Tripod Trestles 
The>e trest les .1r w lescopil with no p ill' or peg> to 
fumb ll· wi th . ju'i >lid ' the pl .1 tetl >haft to the cor
r et ht' iKht ,tnd turn the lever. ThP p~udccl . pivot 
ing he.1d a:,sure~ your glider wing is re~ting fu lly on 
tht> trestl('. £75 

We also supply Tow O ut Kits, Tip Dollies o1nd 
Tr.1iler 1\iuging Equipment. 

for Ill// Jlfo<iut f r/ct.JII~ ,If)(/ , lr/\'IU' Coil/ or WfltP 10 

l'hil at Distinctive Designs 
:30 Tetbury D rive, Warndon, Worcester WR4 9LG 

Tel: 01905 454034 • Fax: 01905 454034 
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SOMETHING SPECIAL 

I then began to start my usual struggle with 
the stick , wh ich was by this time back on the 
stop, fear. anx iety , hyper-ventilation and a de
sire to be the best soaring pilot in the world. But 
I began to centre on the thermal indicating be
tween 4-6kt on the vario . 

By now we had reached 50001! as we set off 
to what can only be described as the most amaz
ing meteorological conditions I have ever expe
rienced in flight . There was a complete wall of 
rain which looked like a dark version of the white 
cliffs of Dover and extended as far as I could see 
to the west. About 2km to the south was a mirror 
effect of the same system and the whole thing 
appeared like a black spooky inverted valley to
wards which we were heading . 

I had a marked reluctance to proceed which 
was noticed by Alan by the fact that I had almost 
done a U turn . We then spotted a lightning flash 
which brought fears of endowment policies. By 
now my hair was beginn ing to stand on end - I 
put this down to static and not fear. 

I could hear the excitement in Alan's voice as 
he explained it could be turbulent ahead . I 
checked my straps and had the MacCready ring 
set at 6kt. 

Over Basingstoke with gliders rushing to land 
at Lasham we connected with a thermal Alan 
earlier suggested would be 8kt. it's nice to know 
that even he could be wrong and we went up at 
9-1 Okt, somet11ing I had never experienced. With 
my sinuses expanding and ears popping he 
began to brief me about increasing the speed at 
the top of the thermal ready to come out towards 
the next area of li•ft . 

By this time it was extremely dark as the sun 
was completely obscured. Going round in the 
thermal at 80kt with a climb rate still in the re 
gion of 8kt , we left it to head along the leading 
edge of the squall. Increasing the maximum 
rough airspeed (VRE) to about 98kt we were still 
climbing at the same rate and it was absolutely 
amazing to be sucked up at such a rate with a 
nose down attitude. All the early fears were now 
left in my wake and the adrenal in was rushing 
through every vein. 

We headed south being pursued by the val 
ley of darkness after deciding not to land back at 
the airfield. South of Farnham we contacted an
other stonking thermal and were soon back to 
the base of the TMA. Looking at the big black 
curtain we had to decide whether to attempt to 
return to Odiham or land out. 

I radioed base where they were busy derig
ging and picketing gliders in readiness for the 
ensuing squall to ask if there was a break in the 
weather . The answer was negative and then I 
spotted a tunnel of visibility . Setting the speed 
again to VRE and still climbing , we set off home 
through snow with a thick layer of ice on the lead
ing edge. 

As we approached the airfield we were 
greeted by a blue sky and sunshine. lt was as if 
the sun shone to warm our wings and welcome 
us home. lt felt as though someone had turned 
the lights on . 

lt was an hour long flight I will never forget and 
still can't stop reliving. I know it probably doesn't 
sound that exciting to some intrepid aviators , but 
th·e feelings of fear and excitement I encoun
tered being drawn up into a cloud while flying so 
fast were truly arnazlng. a 
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CHRIS ROLLINGS 

LAU:NCH 
FAILURE 
ACCIDENTS 
Chris, BGA senior national 
coach, focuses on a problem 
which has been particularly 
accute this year 

This season has seen an unusual number 
of serious launch failure accidents. There ap
pear to have been two main problems involved 
mishandling turns near the ground following 
launch failures and turning when it was unnec
essary to do so as a straight ahead landing was 
possible. This article is about the second prob
lem. The first will be tackled in a later article. 

Glider folklore has it that the pilot wl1o turns 
when he could have landed straight ahead does 
so for "bad" reasons , such as to land near the 
launch point and save a long walk, or because 
there was enough height to turn . My own re
search and that of Chris Pullen and other senior 
instructors leads me to believe that in many. pos
sibly most, cases they turn for the very good rea
son that they are not sure of being able to land 
straight ahead. 

Traditional training regards the straight ahead 
landing as being the easy one - and apart from 
the very low level case it is . Normally only one 
or two are practised, usually from a height where 
a straight ahead landing is the obvious choice. 
The problem comes when the glider is a little 
higher up the launch and the pilot, having recov
ered to the approach speed and stabilised the 
attitude, does not think he can land ahead- or in 
any event is unsure of it. 

For most pilots this state of mind arrives long 
before they are in fact unable to land ahead. The 
reason for this is that most normal landings are 
carried out with ~-¥. airbrake at a steady speed. 

The pilot's perception of how short he can land 
is generally based on his visualisation of the ap
proach angle achieved in this way . If full brake is 
selected and the nose lowered very steeply so 
as to create an increasing airspeed despite hav
ing full brake, a much steeper approach results 
and, despite the somewhat longer float resulting 
from this increased airspeed , a very much 
shorter landing is achieved. 

Practising this to develop a good judgment of 
just how short a landing can be achieved is 
clearly desirable but does present two problems 
if carried out from simulated launch failures . 
First , until the judgment is developed an error 
can easily result in an overshoot accident and 
second, the number of practices required , each 

entailing a retr ieve the full length of the airfield. 
would be very time consuming. 

The solution is an exercise which will develop 
the necessary judgment without risk of an over
shoot accident. And without the time wasting re
trieve . All you need to do is mark an artificial 
"airfield boundary" about 100 yards further into 
the field than the normal landing area. A few day
glo or white marker strips will do. 

The flight with whatever upper air exercises 
are required is carried out normally as is the cir
cuit. After the final turn , the glider is flown at the 
normal approach speed with the brakes closed 
whilst the pilot assesses the approach angle to 
the "boundary" . 

When in his judgment he can only just get 
down and stop before the boundary he opens 
full airbrake and lowers the nose as much as is 
safe - remember to start the round out earlier to 
allow for the higher speed and more nose down 
attitude - and lands normally still with full air
brake and normal use of any wheelbrake after 
touchdown . 

The distance the glider stops from the "bound
ary" represents the error in the pilot's judgment. 
A satisfactory standard is reached when the pilot 
consistently gets within (50) yards of the bound
ary but never overshoots. This will need a fair bit 
of practice , but it is practice you can get off every 
launch. I would suggest that this exercise should 
form part of the annual check of every instruc
tor, including AEis who instruct on wire launches, 
and should form part of every student's pre-solo 
and post-solo train ing . 

The approach angle achieved of course varies 
with different wind conditions and should there
fore be practised over a range of wind strengths. 

More important still , the angle varies consid
erably from one glider type to another. This ex
ercise should form part of every type conversion 
that takes place at wire launch sites. 

This may seem at first glance to add up to a lot 
of extra flying, but since it can be done at the end 
of a normal flight it shouldn't significantly increase 
the total number of training launcl1es required at 
any level. Try it, it might save your life. a 

STORCO'MM 
TWO-WAY RADIO 

Our NEW ins tru ment panel mounting air set. 
model TR 9005 is now in production. Main 
features: 
* Covers entire band 118-136 MHz. 
* Accepts up to 8 channels. 
* Offers cost saving narrow band receiver ver

sion. 
* Full power transmitter accepts both hand and 

boom microphones .. 
* Sensitive and selective receiver with crystal fil-

ter. 
Economic service for all our previous models 
plus most other air and ground radios. 
Pye "Westminster" 6-channel ground sets avail 
able, fitted 130.1 and 130.4 Mhz . 
Detailed information , prices and technica l speci
fications from 

GEORGE STOREY Tel. 0 1932 784422 
H.T. Communications, P.O. Box 4, 

SUNBURY ON THAMES, Middlesex, TW1 6 7TA 
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I, w~" ""' momiog "Bi""" io late J"" 
where Chris Railings and I were sitting under a 
clear blue sky waiting for the heat to rise suffi 
cient ly for the day to work . Whilst the soaring 
course members dragged out their gl iders we 
were discussing our own personal gliding goals. 
"Where do we go from here?·· 

We really had been busy during the spring 
and summer and it was very rare for us to be in 
the same place at the same time . lt made a re
ally nice change to talk face to face rather than 
communicating by telephone and lax machine. 

Our work load had meant that Chris was 
forced to withdraw from the 15 Metre Class 
Nationals, so I was suggesting that we should 
take a winter break to some distant gliding cen
tre with the objective of trying to fly a 1 OOOkm to
gether, probably in my ASH. A dream I guess I 
have shared with most cross-country orientated 
glider pilots. 

Although agreeing with the suggestion , he 
stated that it had always been his goal to fly 
1 OOOkm in this country and preferably be the 
first. Realising how unlikely this was, we settled 
for a detailed discussion as to the best possible 
locations for our winter expedition. 

I was back running a course at Bicester three 
weeks later when the RAF Met men started to 
confirm the prospects for good soaring condi
tions during the coming weekend. A telephone 
call to Chris got us planning possible tasks up 
and down the country . On the Friday night we 
left the glider all ready to go promising to call 
each other at ?am the following morning. 

"The colour blue looked good" is the best Chris 
could say as he peered out of the bedcovers the 
next morning , but we decided to go to Bicester 
as soon as possible. 

At 8am the glider was rolled out of the hangar 
and the declaration made, starting with a track 
south to make use of the surprisingly fresh tail
wind . 

At 8.30am we were at the launch point look
ing at a clear blue sky to the south, but cumulus 
to the north. Out with the pen and a change to 
task B. More photographs , then a launch at 
8.49am to 1 OOOm over the airfield . 

At 8.56am we were on our way to York. 
In front was wall to wall cumulus with a cloud

base at 2500ft. With the MacCready set on one, 
we glided out at about 70kt finding reduced sink 
as we flew -beside a cloud street bang on track 
We pushed on making excellent progress on ly 
stopping for 2kt or better. After about one hour 
we reached the southern edge of East Midlands' 
airspace. A simple call on the radio was all that 
was needed to obtain clearance straight through! 
I confess I found it difficult to believe that our 
clearance had 'been so easy , especially as the 
main runway was just in front of us. A second 
call to air traffic confirmed our permission , so 
there we were, right over the main runway! 

Then things began to go wrong . The cumulus 
stopped and the sky went dark with a big black 
band of cloud to the west and another to the east. 
There was nothing where we were in the mid
dle. With nowhere else to go we set off over the 
middle of Nottingham just within gliding range of 
Syerston, when the dark band to the east started 
to work. We concluded it was some sort of con 
vergence zone and having wasted about 15min 
we were off again , running under this band giv-
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CHRIS PULLEN 

THE FIRST 1 OOOKM EVER Fl 
IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 
Until Saturday, July 22, 1995 was turning out to be a disappointing 
temperatures. But on that day this flight by Chris Pullen, honorary 
with Chris Rollings, senior national coach, gave a boost everyone 
time there were many other outstanding flights including 750kms 1 
Phi lip and Steve 

Chris Pullen flies at the London GC, 
started gliding in 1965 and has 
750km. Chris Railings, a Booker GC 
member, came to gliding in 1962 
and has flown 750km twice and has 
all three Diamonds. 

ing the occasional 3kt. Up went the MacCready 
and consequently the inter-thermal speeds and 
our progress northwards. 

The convergence changed back into good 
thermals north of Doncaster, so we pushed on 
rejecting anything less than 4kt to York Minster. 
Round the TP and straight back south , we re 
traced our steps through the good weather. 
Another very co-operative air traffic controller 
allowed us straight through East Midlands again 
and back past Bicester en route for Chieveley. 
As the day warmed up, so did we. Inter-thermal 
speeds of over 1 OOkt were now the norm , pulling 
up hard when we. saw 6kt and diving out when it 
dropped to 4kt. lt was just like a fun-fair ride but 
much more fun! 

Rounding TP2 just before 2.20pm it was a fast 
500km , but it made us realise that we were only 
half way. We were getting to know the route by 
now as we passed Bicester heading back north. 
Things continued to go well until we met the river 
Trent around Newark. Here the thermals were 
being .influenced by Pennine wave setting up in 
the north-westerly wind. Unfortunately the good 
looking wave was much too far to our west for 
us to use, but it was mucking up our cumulus. 

They now started to become unreliable and 
much fewer in number. This forced us to slow 
down and accept weaker and weaker climbs . 
Eventually we took a cloud climb coming out on 
the upwind side of the cloud and into 1 kt of weak 
wave. Here we stayed for about 1 Omin as we 
worked this wave up to 5500ft. Wllat should we 
do? With no cumulus to be seen should we stay 
and work the wave or push on across the blue? 
Time was marching on , so on we went. We 
glided out for 20min across a clea r blue sky 
straight into Pocklington turning the TP at 
5.35pm at 150011. Now where? 

With club gliders around us doing circuits (as 
you would expect at 5.30pm), we still· had 225km 
to go. With only one cloud to the west we set off 
for it, fingers crossed. lt worked. Straight into 3kt 

The red wine celebration after the flight· Chris Pullen 

and back up to 4500ft. Off again , heading south 
and back across the same blue sky. But at least 
this time we knew we had flown further than 
Chris Garton. (He holds the UK single-seater 
goal and return distance record with a flight of 
801 .3km in a Kestrel 19 on July 22, 1976.) 

Very weak blue wave assisted our progress 
as we headed for a single cloud half way to the 
horizon . Twenty-five minutes later we were 
climbing at 2kt over Doncaster, back up to 
4500ft. Off again but th is time towards an im· 
proving sky. Speeding back up we flew south, 
ticking off the possible landing sites of Gamston 
and Syerston as we continued our progress. 

We left our last decent cloud heading for a 
black mass over Leicester. Nothing against 
Husbands Bosworth , but we didn't want to land 
there . So we s-pent 40min scratching, in very 
weak lift trying to climb . Eventually the ~kt died 
and we were forced to glide it out. We left the 
Bruntingthorpe area with 3900ft and 65km to go. 
Marginal or what? 

Fortunately there were very few bugs on the 
wing , but the S Nav said it was all down to the 
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J gliding season despite the high 
national coach, in his ASH-25E, 
had been looking for. At the same 

flown by Ralph Jones and his sons 

tailwind. When it registered a 3kt tailwind we 
should just get in, but when it dropped to 2kt we 
were below glide. There was nothing lert to do 
but bite your nails and watch the fields go by. 
Thirty-seven minutes is a long time watching 
fields , especially when the one you want to see 
is still out of sight. 

Suffice it to say that we got back. Not com
fortably, but with 250ft to spare. No height for a 
circuit, but wheel down and a landing in front of 
a large crowd that had fallen out of the bar to 
watch us. Clutching a glass of red wine we were 
prized out of the glider and forced to pose for the 
photos (and drink the wine). 

lt was now 8.40pm. 
So how did we do it? 
The weather, the glider, the team. 
The weather was without doubt the best I have 

ever seen. Although the lift was good, I have cer
tainly seen better, but not for the length of day 
that occurred on this Saturday in July. • 

The map on the right showing the route was 
drawn by Sieve Longland. 
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Fluorescent Orange Windcones made 
in Nylon or Ministry of Defence 
Hypalon,®. 

Flagstaffs suitable for Windcones sup
plied and fitted. 
Landing Marker Sets in bright orange. 

All types of Flags and Banners. 

PIGGOTT BROTHERS & CO. LIMITED 
Stanford Rivers. Ongar, Essex CM5 9PJ 
Tel: 01277 363262 
Fax 01277 365162 

T. L. CLOWES 
& CO. LTD. 

GLIDER INSURANCE I 

OUR 
COMPREHENSIVE 

INSURANCE PACKAGE 
INCLUDES: 

1ST CLASS SECURrTY 
+ COMPETITIVE RATES 

+ INCREASING NO CLAIMS 
BONUS SCHEME 

+AGREED VALUES 

+ UK COMPETITION 
FLY,ING INCLUDED 
IF REQUIRED 

+PILOT PERSONAL 
ACCIDENT 
COVER(EX 
CLUBS) 

• LLOYD'S 
BROKERS 
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For further information or a 
quotation please contact: 

Debbie Doyle, Sieve Edmead 
or I an Blakey, 
T. l. Cl owes and Co. lid. 
4th Floor, 52 Lime Street, 
London EC3M 7BS 
Tel 0171 220 7878 
Fax 0171 220 7879 

FIRST 1 OOOKM IN UK 

There's no substitute for span . My ASH-25 
(FLG) has a performance that makes this possi
ble. 

The team not only consisted of Chris and my
self , but a great deal of help and support from 
the members at Bicester to get us launched on 
time, and for their help washing and putting the 
glider away at the end (whilst we went and 
bought the champagne) . 

A 12hr flight at the speeds required to get 
round demands a huge work load, both physi
cally and mentally. We tended to take it hour on, 
hour off. One of us flying the glider, whilst the 
other navigated, picked the cloud route, advised 
when to leave thermals and worked the radio. 
This left the pilot flying the glider to concentrate 
on getting the maximum rate of climb from the 
thermals and general ly fly as accurately as pos
sible. 

You also have to get on together and believe 
in each others decisions and ability. 

OK so it wasn 't all that fast , but after all it 
wasn't a race- it was a dream come true!! 

Would we do it again? Of course we would -
hopefully this winter. 

Chris Railings comments: 

Tuesday, July 18. Hot and sticky under a layer 
of stratus in a warm sector.Might be some breaks 
later. The forecast for the rest of the week - sim
ilar. Cooler and fresher with plenty of sunshine 
on Saturday which could be a very good day, 
but if you believe a four day forecast, there is a 
card game I'd like to teach you . 

Friday morning, the same forecast. Twenty
four hour forecasts I do believe. Chris Pullen 
does too and suggested a long task together in 
his ASH-25. The 1 OOOkm was his idea - not that 
I needed any persuading . We considered the 
forecast and regretfully (at least on my part) re
jected the possibility of an FAI triangle (too much 
risk of blue in the SW and sea air in the Cheshire 
gap) or an 0/R (too much cloud and possible 
rain in Scotland) . 

The only remaining possibility that could work 
was a double 0 /R on the east side of the coun
try. Amazingly Chris's computer said my first 
guess of TPs added up to 1 009km. it must have 
been an omen. (Plan B, Petersfield , Durham , 
Andover came out at 1008km. I think my sub
conscious had already planned the tasks.) 

Came the day and the advantages of being in 
a two-seater on a really long flight became ap
parent. We took turn and turn about at the han
dling, generally about an hour at a time . The 
change was usually called by the non-handling 
pilot saying "May I have a go now please, you 
have a rest. " This is actually polite "coach speak'' 
for "Your flying is deteriorating noticeably - for 
goodness sake take a break and pull yourself 
together." We both has occasion to say that two 
or three times in the 12hrs. 

Decisions as to which cloud to choose and 
which route to follow were always discussed. 
with the handling pilot having the casting vote 
on the (rare) event of a disagreement. 
High points of the flight? Reaching Leicester 
before 1 Oam and realising that for once it really 
was on . Passing the half-way mark before 
2.30pm. Taking all the safety margin out of the 
final glide computer at the top of the last thermal 
and finding that we might just make it after all. 
Cr it ical p o int In the flight? The small wave 
climb to 5500ft (about 1300ft above cloudbase) 
near Doncaster which enabled us to g lide 
straight across the long gap to Pocklington. With 
hindsight even 1 Omin lost there in going the long 
way round would have cost us the flight. 
Would I do it again? Damn right! But next time 
hopefully either as a FAI triangle or 0 /R. 

PS. For the curious the ASH's engine was ren
dered inoperative by the removal of the battery 
that erects the engine and starts the engine : so 
it was a gl ider not a motor glider !light. ~ 

BGA COURSES FOR 1996 
When you plan your holiday for 1996 
don't forget to make time for a BGA 

course. Tile list will be comprehensive 
and designed to cover all levels of 

experience. See the next issue for dates 
and venues. 

Meanwhile, if you have a spare week you 
might be lucky enough to get on one of 
the autumn's wave courses. Ring the 
BGA office on 0116 2531051 to see if 

there are any places left. 

SKYLAUNCH WINCHES 
340 HP 7.4 litre General Motors VS Engine Thru-Standard 
3 Speed Automatic Gearbox and Torque Converter: 

• Excellent acceleration using accurate throttle with variable control 
for easy non-professional driving. 

• Reliable running and odourless exhaust from cheap clean burning 
propane fuel. 

• High quality engineering and unique sprung cable feed produces 
launches of exceptional smoothness. 

• Easy maintenance, simple design. dependable operation. 
• Simple controls in a comfortable air filtered cab with heating makes 

for pleasant. easy driving . 
Twin drum winches at £36,925 +VAT@ 17.5% = £43,386.88 (ex 
works). Single drum winches also, and retrieve winches to 
provide complete launching systems and give rapid launch rates. 

"lt's like going up on Rails/" 
Designed and built in Britain by 

D & M ENGINEERING 
WESTlEY FARM, BAYSTON Hill. SHREWSBURY·, 

SHROPSHIRE. ENGLAND SY3 OAZ 
For a free brochure please contact - Tel : (44) (0)1743 874427 • Fax: (44) (0)1743 874682 
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AVIATION INSURANCE 

* SPECIAL. RATES FOR PILOTS WITH CLEAN RECORDS 

* PROGRESIV£ NO CLAIMS BONUS STRUCTURE 

* COMPE.TITIVE RATES FOR 6 UDERS WITH HIGHER VALUES 

·-=-==-=-'{PREMIUM PAYMENT FACIUTIES 

*EXPERTISE FROM A TEAM WHO UNDERSTAND YOUR NREDS 

CALL OUR AVIATION DEPARTMENT TODAY FOR YOUR NO OBUGATION 

QUOTATION. 
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TEL.: 0 1489 885998 OR FAX 01489 885889 

C£NTREUNE SERVICES 

PO BOX 100 

SAIUSBURY GREEN 

SOU111AMPTON 

ENGLAND S031 7HJ 
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COMPETITION ENTE~RPRISE Sutton Bank • July 1·8 

Or, as CHRIS RIDDELL calls it, "Enterpise in the land of dark horses" 

I, J"IY Comp,.itioo Eoto'P''" came 1o 
Yorkshire GC for the third time. Those assem
bling for the meet would have noticed that this 
was the year in which the White Horse of Kilburn 
was being freshened up with the application of 
chalk on ,to the soil surface of the monument on 
the southern face of the site. 

But this was the only dark horse hereabouts. 
We were very pleased to see Gillian and' Justin 
Wills at Sutton again. Justin was to fly with us 
following his success in the Worlds in New 
Zealand. We also welcomed regular Enterprise 
contestants Bill Longstaff, Ron Davidson, John 
Cadman, Chris Simpson, Chris Nicholas, Gerry 
Martin and Tony Smallwood. 

Yorkshire GC was fielding a formidable chal 
lenge with pilots Jim Hill (club chairman), Michaei 
Brooks, Michael Wood, Jon Hart, Jim Grainger, 
Howard Dale and Enterpise director Nick Gaunt, 
last year's winner at Col mar. John Fielden was 
the task setter and scorer. 

The first day, July 1, was convective and a 
running in task was set, listing certain TPs to be 
covered in any order. The winner was the one 
who flew the furthest. There was no time penalty 
but a bonus of 50pts for each TP rounded. Justin 
Wills (LS-6) went the furthest , 242km; Peter 
Tllrner (Kestrel19) was 2nd with 217km and Jon 
Hart (Vega) 3rd, covering 180km. Jim Hill did 
well in his first Enterprise, flying 160km in his K-
6E for 4th place. A total of 3788km were flown 
by 31 entrants. Not a bad day's start. 

Sunday gave improved conditions. The task 
was the same but with different TPs and 4211 km 
were flown . Justin again led with 383km; Mike 
Brook (SHK) was 2nd with 257km and Jon Hart 
3rd with 276km, but he lost to Mike on handicap. 
The weather deteriorated on Monday and only 
1502km were flown by 29 pilots. The task was a 
choice of two 95km triangles. Justin was the 
fastest at 1 hr 18min; Mike Brook 2nd at 1 hr 
49min with Chris Simpson (ASH-25) 3rd 

Michael Wood in a K-6e. 

Tuesday brought a reduction in convection but as dusk approached the SHK came in after 
but with a chance of wave off the Pennines in 1 Ohrs 28min for 718km. lt was a club distance 
the westerly flow. The TPs were Derwent Water record for Mike and a total of 5064km were flown 
reservoir and Menwith Hill radio station between by 18 pilots. 
Skipton and Harrogate, Those without GPS re- This was the day when GPS paid off. I was 
ceived a 20% bonus but even so nine chose not impressed by the number of pilots who had the 
to fly in the very modest conditions. equipment. Jon Hart said it gave him confidence 

Local knowledge and GPS paid off for Mike when in wave above cloud and he was able to 
Brook who gained 1st place with 207km, Jon concentrate on his track and groundspeed. John 
Hart was 2nd with 170km while John Cadman Cadman was unlucky in that his T&S let him 
from Coventry and a frequent visitor to Sutton down and he was unwilling to fly in wave without 
Bank came 3rd with 98km in his Libelle. full instrumentation. 

Day 5, Wednesday, gave a prospect of im- On Friday the task was a 264km 0/R in wave 
proved convection and a 200km 0 /R was set to to Winthorpe and a 316km triangle , Newark, 
Gainsborough. This was the day when anum- Horncastle. Jon Hart won the day from Justin 
ber of dark horses came up on the lists. Justin with a faster 0 /R. The triangle seemed to have 
Wills was first back but most landed out. Les been over set. Mike Brook landed after 299km: 
Bradley (K-6cR) flew 132km, Mick Wells (Kestrel Ron Davidson after 259km; Bill Longstaff after 
19) 160km; Alistair Robertson (ASW-20L) 241 and Chris Nicholas (K-6e) after 230km. 
147km, Mike Brook 57km and Jon Hart 5km. The 153km task on Saturday, the last day, 
Twenty-seven pilots flew 1608km. was flown in thermal and sea breeze. Justin was 

Tuesday, Day 6, July 6, will long be rem em- round in 1 hr 45min, Stuart.Thackeray (ASW-20) 
bered. The waves of yesterday had strength- was 2nd in 2hrs 1 Omin and John Cad man 3rd in 
ened to give those lovely rolling acres in the 2hrs 33min. Twelve completed and in a total of 
northern sky. The TPs were Sheffield, Menwith 81 hrs 41 min 3709km were flown . 
Hill, Barnard Castle and Derwent reservoir . The prizes were presented at the barbecue 
Heights were good. Chris Simpson went to 21 that evening . Justin Wills won the Enterprise 
OOOft in a 6hr flight because he said he liked the plate with 4643pts; Mike Brook was 2nd with 
view and was 7th for the day with 400km flown. 4330pts, Jon Hart3rd with 2975pts and with Jim 
Many flew long distances. Ron Davidson (SB-5) Hill and Mike Wood sharing 5th place, Yorkshire 
- 16 OOOft and 417km in 5hrs 35min; Gerry Martin GC pilots took three of the top five places. 
(Vega) 420km in 5hrs 56min; Mike Wood (K-6e) lt had been a memorable Enterprise with eight 
318km in 4hrs 25min; Don Puttock (Zugvogel) soaring days and the 32 competitors covering 
12 00011, 278km in 7hrs 5min; Nick Gaunt (LS- 26 146km in 438.28hrs. The dark horses in the 
7) 10 500ft, 318km in 5hrs 15min and Bill form of Mike Brook, Jon Hart, Ron Davidson , 
Longstaff (Dart 17) 17 00011 and 225km. Jim Hill, Mike Wood and Gerry Martin had flown 

The leaders were conspicuous by their ab- well to give Justin a run for his money while he 
sence as the evening drew in. Jon Hart came showed us what could be done in the Yorkshire 
back after 372km in 7hrs 37min. Justin Wills flew sky. Mike's 718km is unlikely to be broken as a 
683km in 6hrs 40min and 13 500ft. But where club distance record for a considerable time. But 
was Mike Brook in the SHK? Ugly rumours cir- there is stil l1 the 1 OOOkm to fly from the site. Next 
culated about miscalculation and out landing, year perhaps... &;I 

John Gilbert (Skylark 3F) checking his route. Photos by Chris. 
=---~~..----:-; 



A 11 •"'· Frid•y, Ap•ll 21 , lookedllke belog 
a good day. From Sunday on the forecast had 
been for 4° of frost on most nights , with Friday 
being the only day that might not suffer from vio
lent storms - day time temperatures in the south 
were predicted at 14 to 16°C. 

So out came all last year's notes on big tasks 
and I spent the week day-dreaming about per
fect flying weather. I knew I was goin9' to be a 
100 miles from the Long Mynd on Friday morn
ing so would have to set the alarm early. lt didn't 
go off and I didn't get away until 8am. 

As I drove over the Brecons from Rhigos the 
view was breathtaking, not a cloud in the sky and 
visibility that seemed to go on for ever. When I 
got to the Mynd at 0945 the rigging was done 
and the briefing in progress. And shock, horror, 
my Ventus was rigged! I say mine, there are four 
of us but I do get to fly it rather more than the 
others , so my possessiveness and consequent 
shock was only natural. When I joined the syndi
cate I was told that there was only one golden 
rule - when Roger wants it, he has it, and there 
he was in the middle of the crowd. 

Wondering what I could find to do for the day, 
I wandered over. The briefing was breaking up 
and what a bunch of friends - condolences all 
round. I even heard someone say something 
about a bottom lip quivering. 

Roger Andrews and John Stuart had obvi
ously been plotting. John said "You could always 
fly the Me 7." Now the Ventus is 17.6 metres and 
there in the hangar, up against the wall , was the 
Me 7, all 12.7 metres of it; and before I had quite 
realised what was happening I was helping 
Roger rig it- for me! 

it weighs next to nothing ( 125kg) and he had 
already got one wing on while I was standing 
there with the other under my arm. What with 
the self connecting controls, it is no exaggera
tion to say that it was rigged and ready to Dl in 
less than five minutes. By then I was thinking 
that I had better make sure nobody else got hold 
of it as there wasn't anything left to fly. 

My original task had Lasham as the first TP. 
As I had already studied that route and the day 
was progressing (gliders were already soaring) , 
I decided on an 0 /R to Hungerford as it lay on 
track. If it wasn't on I could turn back at 
Cheltenham or even land at Nympsfield. I organ
ised the retrieve crew, with some difficulty , I 
might add. They were convinced I'd be landing 
out a long way off. 

I winch launched at 1120 to 1600ft above the 
Mynd (3000ft ONH) and set off on track. The first 
thermal was only 5km away and took me straight 
up to 450011. I remember thinking how easy and 
normal it all was and setting off again at great 
pace. lt wasn't until I felt I was dropping away 
from the next thermal that it began to dawn on 
me that I was not in the Ventus! 

Between Ludlow and Malvern the thermals 
were weaker and broken and I had to stay with 
what I had because I simply couldn't reach the 
next ones without a climb. This was where Roger 
caught up with me, airbraking down flamboy
antly from above just to bid me hail and farewell 
as he shot away to the south-west, notching 
through the flaps I had grown used to. 

The conditions were beginning to improve 
again as I passed Ledbury. Cloudbase was at 
5000ft with reliable 4kt climbs . The Me 7 has a 
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NICK HERIZ-SMITH 

DIAMOND GOAL 
INTHEMe 7 
Nick, whose Ventus was being flown by another syndicate 
partner on a promising day, was offered an alternative 

Nick, who started gliding in 1988 and has a Gold badge, with the Me 7. Photo: Paul Stanley. 

large trim lever against the fuselage on the left, 
in exactly the same place as the flaps on the 
Ventus. The climbs and spacing of the thermals 
were such that I was beginning to use the trim 
as a flap control. I passed Gloucester and over 
the high ground thermals were giving 6kt climbs 
and more, with the cloudbase now at 6000ft. 

The thermals were further apart here but I was 
loving it. I was flying at 70kt between thermals at 
a cost of 3000ft and gaining what seemed like 
500ft in the pull ups, putting in ten turns and leav
ing again with the 300011 back on the clock. With 
her short wings and lack of weight, centring was 
easier than being in a K-8 and unlike the wooden 
ships she's fast in the glide for her size. 

I turned Hungerford at 1430hrs having taken 
3hrs, and set off on the return journey with cloud 
streets laid out before me. it took only four climbs 
and just over 1 hr to reach the Malverns and 
20min from there to Leominster. One last climb 
took me back to cloudbase , still at 6000ft, and 
20min later I was back over the Mynd having lost 
only 500ft. I spent the next 20min flying north to 
use up the height and turn the task into 336km. 

Maybe I would have flown further in the 
Ventus, but for me this fl ight was not only fun , it 
shows the potential there is tor this new breed of 
glider. 

(The agent, Roger El/is of Kenilworth International, 
says this was the Me 7's first 300km.) i:l 

Below are a few 

of the items we don't 

C of A or repair! C's of A, REPAIRS AND GLASSWORK 

liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii=====i'i Purpose built glider workshop on a 500yd 
grass strip 2 nautical miles SW of Warminster 

Currently maintaining over 15 motorgliders 

Please fly in, call or write to: 
Tim Oews, Airborne Composites, The Hangar, Wing Farm, 

lll!!!!l!!i!!l!!!!!~!l!l!!!!!!l6~~,;,;,=d Longbridge, Oeverill, Warminster, Wilts BA12 700. 
"' Tel: 01985 840981 (workshop) or 01373 827963 (home) 
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BGA & GENERAL NEWS===== 

DEVELOPMENT NEWS 
Cornish Club Wins Planning Appeal 
The Cornish Gliding and Flying Club and the 
airfield owners have won their appeal against 
the Notice of Enforcement, issued by Carrick 
District Council to restrict operations at 
Trevellas Airfield, Perranporth in North 
Cornwall. 

Following a three day public inquiry at Truro 
in June the inspector upheld the club's appeal 
on all counts, claiming that Carrick District 
Council had not only acted beyond its powers in 
issuing the notice but had also acted unfairly 
and unreasonably in imposing additional 
planning conditions on the club. 

The inspector, who had carefully studied the 
past history of the airfield, concluded that a 
lawful use for aviation had existed before the 
1948 Planning Act and that changes in the 
amount and type of flying that has recently 
taken place did not amount to a material 
change of use, as alleged in the notice which 
he then formally quashed. 

The club were represented by David Morris 
(Battens Solicitors), Louis Chicot (planning 
consultant) and Peter Hepworth (noise consul
tant). An interesting side issue was the impor
tance of retaining old records, which provided 
invaluable evidence in this case (but more 
about that in a later issue). 

Carrick District Council was ordered by the 
inspector to pay all costs, including those 
incurred by the gliding club. 

The Enforcement Notice had created an 
atmosphere of uncertainty about the future of 
the Cornish Gliding and Flying Club and its 
removal provides a climate in which the club 
can develop once again, and make long term 
plans for its future at Perranporth. 

Barnstorming brainstormers 
The Cornish Gliding and Flying Club invited the 
BGA Development team to Cornwall to discuss 
the club's plans for the future. 

Early on Saturday, August 5, Max Bacon, 
chairman, and I took off in the BGA Motor 
Falke from Gransden Lodge in bright sunshine 
and a following wind . Two hours later we were 
hugging the north Cornish coastline in poor 
visibi lity and under lowering cloud before 
eventually landing at Perranporth. 

We toured the site and held a five hour 
"brainstorming" session with the club commit
tee before the barbecue and champagne 
celebration for the club's victory at the appeal. 

By Sunday lunch time the Motor Falke was 
back on duty with the Cambridge University GC. 
Roger Coote, BGA development officer 

NATIONAL LADDER 
Whilst we like to pretend that the thermal cross
country season lasts from March until 
September, we all understand that in reality it 
never properly gets going until mid-July and 
then it only lasts six weeks. 

Bang on cue we had the day of the decade 
on July 22 producing one 1 OOOkm, several 
750kms and too many 500km and 300km 
flights to count, although only some of these 
have found their way on to the ladder. I feel 
unable to comment in any great detail on the 
current ladder placings except to say that the 
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GLIDER PILOTS ARE INDIVIDUALISTS 
Everyone recognises that glider pilots are different. They don't fol low the crowd, they do their 
own thing , take their own decisions and like to stand out from the rest. 

it comes as a surpri se and a disappointment that the income from the BGA 1000 Club Lottery 
has slumped and a lot of people did not renew last month. Surely it could not be that glider pilots 
of all people should have followed like sheep and joined in the general madness of the National 
Lottery? Pi lots are intelligent people, they may like a flutter but must know that the odds against 
winning the lottery are millions to one. Perhaps the sudden drop in subscribers to the 1000 Club 
is just a summer aberration- after all the chance of winning is vastly greater. Tt1ere are no 
administrative costs , half the subscriptions are distributed as prize-money and the remainder 
goes to the Philip Wills Trust to provide low cost loans to developing gliding clubs. 

it costs less than the price of one aerotow for 12 chances to win and half the money goes to a 
splendid cause. If you have never joined please do so. If you have not renewed, please, please 
think again. The fund desperately needs your contribution to continue its invaluable work helping 
to secure the future of gliding in the UK. 

When we get back to 500 members, I will personal ly give £100 to the 500th person to join! 
There are good odds for you. Fil l in your application today- it might be you! 
Humfrey Chamberlain 

TO: Barry Rolfe, British Gliding Association, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester 
LE1 4SE 

Please issue me with a/renew my lottery ticket in the BGA 1000 Club and I enclose £12 (payable 
to the BGA) for 12 months. 
Name .. .. .. ...... .......... . 
Signed .......... ....... ..... ....... .. .. .......... .. ............... . 
Address ... .. ......... ... .. 

boys from Gransden Lodge appear, at the time 
of writing , to be doing remarkably well (or can it 
possibly be that scores from other clubs are still 
in the post?). 

Open Ladder 
Pilot Club Pts Fits 
1. J.l.Bridge Cambridge Univ 9153 4 
2. M. Young Cambidge Univ 8597 4 
3. D.S.Watt Booker 8005 4 
4. P.Baker Cambridge Univ 7966 4 

Weekend Ladder 
Pilot Club Pts Rts 
1.J.L.Bridge Cambridge Unlv 8647 4 
2. R. Baker Cambrige Univ 6403 3 
3. P. Baker Cambridge Univ 5884 4 
4. D. Reilly Devon & Somerset 5381 4 

John Bridge, National Ladder steward 

OPEN CLASS NATIONALS 
Two brothers, Phi I and Steve Jones, took the top 
places in the Open Class Nationals, held at 
Lasham from August 5-13. Pili! (Nimbus 3DT) is 
the new Ct1ampion with 8487pts, Steve (Nimbus 
4) 2nd with 8434pts and Russell Cheetham 
(ASH-25wL) 3rd, gaining 8331pts. 

it was a nine day, 9000pts, competition with 
large tasks and 28 finishing on the 600km day. 

A report will be in the next issue. 

S&G PRICE INCREASE 
Having held the price of S&G at £2.25 for three 
full years it will be increased by 15p to £240 
from the December/January issue, making the 
annual subscription £16.50. 

BGA 1000 CLUB LOTIERY 
The results of the July draw are:- First prize
C.Simpson (£53.50) with the runners up
A.W.Doughty, R.HDixon, 1H.Maddams, 
A.C.Dukelow and S.Duerden- each winning 
£10.70. 
August. First prize- F.L.Whiteley (£53.25) with 

the runners-up- M.Biackburn, D.flatcliffe, 
J.Gorringe, P.V.Perry and D.I .H.Johnstone 
each winning £10.65. 

NEW INSTRUCTORS' CHAIRMAN 
Chris Pullen has taken over as chairman of the 
BGA Instructors' Committee from Dick Dixon, 
who is now vice-chairman of the BGA 
Executive Committee. 

FATALITY 
There was a fatal accident at the RSRE Flying 
Club at Pershore on July 8. Donald Rodway, 
aged 48, was being launched in a Carman JP 
when the cable parachute failed at 150-200ft. 
Although there was sufficient runway for a 
straight ahead landing, the pilot made a 180'' 
turn and the glider continued downwind for a 
short distance before spinning in . 

TECHNICAL CONSULTANT 
Peter Hearne, who retired as chairman of GEC 
Avionics in 1994 and was president of the 
Royal Aeronautical Society in 1980/81 , has 
joined Joint Aviation Services as a technical 
consultant. He has a lifetime of experience in 
operational, design and engineering aspects of 
aviation. 

Peter learned to glide and fly during World 
War 11 and has 3600 gliding and power hours. 
He flies a DG-400 and a Nimbus 3T. 

SAFETY FIRST 
BGA inspectors must check on C of A renewal 
inspections that L'Hotellier locking devices can 
be applied. In the recent Cirrus incident, tt1e 
locking pins could not be inserted when the 
connector was correctly assembled. Thereafter, 
it is the responsibility of the pilot to ensure 
correct assembly of his glider in al l respects. 
Duplicate inspections by competent people 
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should be encouraged and entered in the Dl 
book. This requirement has been sent to all club 
technical officers and BGA inspectors. 
Dick Stratton. BGA chief technical officer 

AIKA HARWOOD 
On going to press we had the sad news that 
Rika Harwoo.d died on Friday, August 18. She 
was assistant editor and production manager of 
S&G for many years, working with Doe Slater, 
and later consultant editor until 1993. 

There will be an appreciation in the next 
issue. 

OBITUA Y 
ALFRED WARMINGER 

lt is with great sadness that I report the .death of 
Alfred Warminger after a short illness. 

All started flying almost 60 years ago at 
Mousehol.d Airfield, Norwich, where he became 
a power pilot and a member of the Mousehol.d 
Group Air Guard. With the outbreak of war he 
joined the RAF, flying Hurricanes and seeing 
service in the UK and Africa. 

On .discharge in 1945, he took over Norwich 
Squadron ATC and in 1947 joined 231 Gliding 
School at Horsham St Faith's, becoming CO in 
1948. He moved with t11e squadron to Swanton 
Morley in 1953. 

In 1949 All bought his first glider, an 
Olympia, and became seriously involved in 
cross-country flying. With a flight from Swanton 
Morley to Perranporth , he became the fourth in 
the country to complete a flight of more than 
500km. A flight from Swanton to Troyes, 
France, was spent mostly over the sea from 
Clacton onwards, some 400km. With primitive 
instruments. he made a cu-nim climb of almost 
30 OOOft, at that time the British record . 

In 1958 he left the ATC and formed the 
Norfolk and Norwich Soaring Group at Swanton 
Morley, encouraging cross-country flying. 
Although involved with the formation of Norfolk 
GC, he .did not join until the mid 1970s wilen 
the Soaring Group disbanded. He was a 
benefactor to the club when we bought the 
runways and later the land, to give the club its 
lasting security, and was its president until his 
resignation last year. 

All was always competitive. getting the best 

October/November 1995 

out of his Kestrel and later the Ventus, flying in 
Nationals until the early 1980s and in Regionals 
until this year when he withdrew following a 
thrombosis. He attended League weekends 
and club expeditions to other sites in the UK, 
France and Germany. He enjoyed his autumn 
wave flying at Aboyne, remaining for hours 
above 8 oktas while the rest of us dived through 
the cloud gaps. 

To the end he held a PPL an.d flew his 
beloved blue and silver Tiger Moth, Odette. He 
gained many British records in his life and still 
holds three: the 200km, 300km and 400km 
goals, gained at the ages of 64, 56 and 70 
respectively. He had planned the 500km and 
never gave up hope of the right north-easterly. 
He was an inspiration to the young up-and
coming glider pilots, to whom he regularly lent 
equipment and gave every encouragement and 
advice. He was proud his 16 year-old grandson 
James went solo ten days before l1is .death. 

He .died peacefully sitting in the sun in his 
garden with his wife an.d family, a north-easterly 
wind stirring the trees and his old flying boots 
standing beside him getting an airing. 

The gliding world will miss the call "44 
entering cloud" or "Chakka- 44: I may be 
landing out" (though he very rarely .did) . The 
club's condolences go to his wife and family. 
ROY WOOD HOUSE 

GLIDING 
CERTIFICATES 
ALL THRI':E DIAMONDS 
No. 
454 
455 
456 
457 
458 
459 
460 
461 

Name 
Wray, A.J. 
Brownlow. R.J. 
Leaton, N.J. 
Ell, S.R. 
Nicholson. J.B. 
Carr. M.T. 
Frank, L.E. 
Hyelt, A.R. 

DIAMOND DISTANCE 
No. Name 
1/679 Leaton. N.J. 

1!680 Bunn. G.F. 

11681 Ell, S.R. 
1/682 Nicholson. J.B. 

1/683 Williams. D. 

11684 Turner. P.H. 

1/685 Carr, M.T. 

11686 Hyett, A.R. 

DIAMOND GOAL 
No. Name 
212325 Kelly. D. 
2/2326 Ley. D.R. 
212327 Shaw. J.S. 

2/2328 Leaton. N.J. 

2i2329 Hook. M .A. 

212330 Ell, S.R. 
212331 Boltomley. R. 

?J2332 Jerman, M. 

Club 
Heron 
Fulmar 
Kent 
Yorkshire 
Cambridge Univ 
Lasham 
USA 
Lasham 

Club 
Kent 
(in Australia) 
Norlolk 
(in Australia) 
Yorkshire 
Cambridge Univ 
(In South Alrica) 
Lasham 
(in South Alrica) 
Oukeries 
(in South Africa) 
Lasham 
(in South Africa) 
Lasham 

Club 
Chilterns 
Fen land 
Cornish 
(in France) 
Kent 
(in Australia) 
ESC 
(in France) 
Yorkshire 
Talganh 
{in France) 
Yorkshire 

1995 
15.4 
25.5 
8.3 
21 .6 
5. t 
17.11.94 
5.3 
21.4 

1995 
8.3 

1.1 

21.6 
5.1 

7.1 

2.12.94 

17.11.94 

21.4 

1995 
19.5 
19.5 
t4.5 

5.3 

26.5 

21 .6 
28.6 

21.6 
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DIAMOND HEIGHT 
No. 
3/1237 
3/1238 

3/1239 

3/1240 
3/1241 

3!1242 

311243 
3/ 1244 

Name 
Wallis. K. 
Wray, A.J. 

Schyfsma. D. 

Brownlow. R.J. 
Hodgson. M. 

Perley, A. I. 

Frank. L.E. 
Fraser, G.N. 

GOLD BADGE 
No. Name 
1816 Ley, D.R. 
1817 Shaw, J.S. 
1818 Ell. S.R. 
1819 Boltomley. R. 
1820 Fraser, G.N. 

GOLD HEIGHT 
Name 
Banks. T.J. 
Hodgson, M. 

Hanna, R.H. 
Evans. J.A. 
Mancini. E. 
Chappell, A.R. 
Armitage. H. D. 
Matlhews. J. 
Fraser. G.N. 
Stewart. D.l. 

GOLD DISTANCE 
Name 
Kelly, D 
Ley. D.R. 
Shaw. J.S. 

Hook. M .A. 

EII, S.R. 
Bottomley. R. 

Jerman. M. 

SILVER BADGE 
No. Name 
9718 Tietrna. R. 
9719 Good. P.A. 
9720 Warren, J.R. 
9721 Luckhurst. P.J. 
9722 Hawklns, M.S. 
9723 Clegg, J. 
9724 Crawford. G.D.H. 
9725 Goldsworthy. D. 
9726 Rommen. T.A. 
9727 Gault. C.P. 
9728 Oultram, N.G. 
9729 Stephenson. D. 
9730 Knight. D.D. 
9731 Wilson. A.P. 
9732 Ainsworth, M. 
9733 Freehold. D.R. 
9734 Procter. S. 
9735 Raistrick, P.A. 
9736 Noxon, M.W. 
9737 Chalk, E.A.J. 
9738 Candler. P.D. 
9739 Rhys-Jones, D. 
9740 Tagg, D.R. 
9741 Lang, l. 
9742 Arkle, R. 
9743 Harris. R. 
9744 Palmar, W.J. 
9745 Scrutton. N.C. 
9746 Maoro, I. D. 
9747 Francis, J.V. 
97 48 Hicks, B. 
9749 Wilson. D.J. 
9750 Hawkins. G.A. 
9751 Marshal!. G.A. 
9752 Gilbert. e.G. 
9753 Shine, W. 
9754 Thompson, S.C. 
9755 Jerman. M. 
9756 Ockleton, D.R. 
9757 Wheway. I. 

Club 
Clevelands 
Heron 
(in Spain) 
ESC 
{in Spain) 
Fulmar 
Lasham 
(in Spain) 
Book er 
(In Spain) 
USA 
SGU 

Club 
Fen land 
Cornish 
Yorkshire 
Talganh 
SGU 

Club 
East Sussex 
Lasham 
(in Spain) 
Ulster 
Bowland Forest 
Lakes 
Herefordshire 
South Wales 
Highland 
SGU 
Clevelands 

Club 
Chilterns 
Fenland 
Cornish 
(in France) 
ESC 
(in France) 
Yorkshire 
Talgarth 
(in France) 
Yorkshire 

Club 
Soaring Centre 
Brcester 
East Sussex 
Fenland 
Bath & Wills 
Phoenix 
Oxford 
Newark & Netts 
Two Rivers 
Wrekin 
Staffordshire 
North Wales 
Chilterns 
Essex & SuHolk 
Soaring Centre 
ESC 
Devon & Somerset 
Bannerdown 
Stratford 
Aquila 
London 
Southdown 
Welds 
Stratford 
Deeside 
Backer 
Lash am 
London 
Ralllesden 
Essex & Suffolk 
Deeside 
Lash am 
Soaring Centre 
SGU 
Lasham 
ESC 
Southdown 
Yorkshire 
Wyvern 
Lash am 

1995 
2.4 
15.4 

15.4 

25.5 
15.4 

28.3 

5.3 
8.6 

t995 
19.5 
14,5 
21.6 
28.6 
15.4 

1995 
2.4 
15.4 

1.4 
8.5 
8.5 
1.4 
16.4 
19.6 
15.4 
18.6 

1995 
19.5 
19.5 
14.5 

26.5 

21.6 
28.6 

21.6 

1995 
13.5 
18.5 
13.5 
14.5 
31.5 
14.5 
9.6 
19.5 
30.4 
13.5 
18.6 
18.6 
21.6 
18.6 
21.6 
1.6 
13.5 
13.5 
22.6 
18.6 
21.5 
14.5 
19.5 
13.5 
29.4 
2.8.89 
6.5 
22.6 
21 .6 
18.6 
10.12.94 
22.6 
22.6 
4.7 
9.6 
1.6 
4.7 
21.6 
18.6 
8.7 • 
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9758 Burgess. A. Highland 8.7 
9759 Henson. D.R. Chilterns 12.7 
9760 Herring. J. Norfolk 12.7 
9761 S1one. J.B. Air Cade1s 18.5 
9762 Johnson, M. in USA 22.6 
9763 Summerell. G.P. Hullaving1on 30.6 
9764 Boo1h. P. London 22.6 
9765 Gijrath, J.W.M. Two Rivers 8.7 
9766 O'Sullivan. T. Enstone 18.6 
9767 Hodgson. M. Lasham 20.7 
9768 Smi1h, B.R. Essex & Sullolk 5 .7 
9769 Onn, P. Booker 22.6 

CROSS-COUNTRY DIPLOMA 
Part 1 
Name Club 1995 
Hughes. 6. Aquila 13.8.94 
Leeson. S.C. Devon & Somerset 13.8.94 
Croker. R.W. Portsmou1h Naval 14.8.94 
Smi1h. R.L. Booker 15.8.94 
Baker. E. Cambridge Univ 22.5 
Good. P.A. Bicester 22.6 
Mornln. T.J. Cambridge Univ 14.5 
Hood, R.S. Four Counties 18.6 
Brand. A. East Sussex 26.6 
Bates, J .R. La sham 30.6 

Part2 
Name Club 1995 
Croker. R.W. Portsmouth Naval 14.8 
Good. P.A. Bicester 22.6 

SAILPLANE& 
GLIDING 

You can buy the magazine from most Gliding Clubs 
in Gt. Britain, alternatively send £16.50, postage 

included. for an annual subscription to the British 
Gliding Association, Kimberley House, Vaughan 

Way, Leicester. Red leather-cloth binders specially 
designed to take copies of the magazine and gold

blocked with the title on the spine are only available 
from the BGA. 

Price £5.50 including post and packing. USA and 
all other Countries 

Payable in either Sterling £16.00 (or US$30.00) 
(or US $40.00 by Air Mail) direct to the Bri tish 

Gliding Association. 

Mike Beach is photographed by Ted Hull with the Scud replica he has just finished building to 
commemorate the pioneering days of British gliding. lt has taken him in excess of 1500hrs but 
is as much a work of art as a flying machine and a great compliment to Mike's skills. The Scud 
was the first British glider to fly for one hour and Mike hopes to manage a similar flight. When 
the Scud was introduced in 1931 it was a revolutionary concept w ith its size and weight re
duced to an absolute minimum. Edward Mole, writing at the time having test flown it on February 
3, 1931 at the request of L.E.Baynes, its designer, said it weighed 401bs less than himself. 
"After a few bungy launched ground hops at Dunstable" he wrote "I took a launch from the top 
of the ridge and made a slope soaring flight of one hour, so proving its capability as a g lider. lt 
handled beautifully." Mike also spent 2500hrs rebuilding a Scud 2 which was flown in 1991 and 
is now restoring to airworthy condition the Manuel Will'ow Wren (BGA No.162). He says that 
this is England's oldest glider and shares with the Scud 2 the honour of being the only genuine 
survivors of early gliding history in the UK. 

Cambridge University Gliding Club 
Gransden Lodge offers: 1 00 acre gliding only site, unreslricted airspace, 

7 day week operalion in summer (winch & aerotow). bookable weekday tra ining 
Kl3s/Grob Acro/Janus - K8s/ Junior/ Astir/Discus 

S day courses • Bronze Badge courses • 
1 day & short courses on request 

Visitors are most welcome: extend your cross country 
experience in lanclable country! 

Write or call: Gransden Lodge Airfield, Longstowe Road, Little Gransden, 
SANDY, Beds SG19 3EB (01767 677077) 

THE CLUB IS OPEN TO EVERYONE 

BGA 1996 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
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Saturday 24th February 
STAKIS HOTEL, NORTHAMPTON (JUST OFF THE M 1) 

Al11 members are urged to attend and to contribute to the meeting and the open seminars. 
Lunch will' be available. Booking forms and full details available from the BGA office shortly. 

BGA 1 996 DINNER will be held the same evening at the Stakis. 
A promise of excellent food, wines and company. Accommodation 
at a special rate for BGA members of £31 each bed and breakfast. 

BRITISH GLI'DING ASSOCIATION 
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester LE1 4SE Telephone 0116 253 1051 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 
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THE 1996 SSA SOARING CALENDAR 

A New Year with a New Look 

Keep t rack of business meetings, personal appointments and special soaring events with 
the new 1996 Soaring Calendar, published by The Soaring Society of America. 

This is the first SSA calendar that has been totally designed in the computer, thus allow
ing printing techniques not previously available in past editions. Sharp graphics in con
junction with brilliant colour photos make this publication an excellent gift idea for the 
soaring enthusiasts in your family, or as a handy office reference to manage daily sched
ules. 

Place Your Order Today! 

Only £8.50 
Please include SOp for postage & handling 

BGA 
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester LE1 4SE 

Telephone: 0116 2531051 



Nevynn internariondl 

16 )OU lh par~ Avenue. M;lm fir ld. 1\JOttS NG I a 4Pl 
Tel/rzx 0 1623 63443 '! Mol.lill:' 0585 8233 61 

LATEST ADDITIONS to OUR RANGE 

Capping Tapes m f Tf-1 1 04 for sccu ri11z lcJ.dmg edge~ of rnyLu 
~c-;. 1 

25 rnrn )' 66M wh ltc or rl \.'u £7.85 plm [I 50 p&p UK 
9rnm :.: 66M 10, l e~ r £3.40 piu:; l I SO p&p UK 
O the r \ wr dths to o rde.r 

SOmm x BM Wing Tape 
I !·oil £3.70 
3 rolls (0.30 p~r r ol l) £9,90 

"Jessop" AWl Databack Camera 

plut> C.l .l S p&p UK 
plus 0.75 p&p UK 

Auto Lo3d. NO TRIPO D MOUNT. fixf'd focus. tla -.;h, r<'d eye rcduui o:l. 
ca~ -1.! - £39.15 plu'l (] 00 p&p UK 

••jessop'' Bino cula rs 
I 0 " 25 D<lt.h Centn.' Fccu:;-
10 :w: 12 M inr Ccntr(~ Focus 

£39.25 
£43.65 

Maps L1mln:n cd , fo lrled, Lar~ :; t edrtio m 
I :SOO.COO & U SO.OOO £I LOO 

Pilot Cases See or w m hcn.dvcn on pugc !1 1. 

Protractors 
5'' Sq<Jarc w rrh rcc ipro.::t l ~ £4.10 

Scale Rulers 

piu<: £2.90 p&p UK 
plus £2 90 p& p UK 

piu:; [. 1.50 p&p Ul<.. 

plu5 L 1.00 p&p UK 

I :150,000 & 500,000. r ,.1utic~1 l & stJ tut e n ul c.:. 3. ~. rlome rn::s 
1 6~ £4 . 10 plus (1 .00 p&p UK 
10" £3.63 plus Ll 00 p&p UK 

Compass Roses 
Sel f Adhcsi•tc 111 pJck~ of I 0 

Lumocolor Pens 
Permanent . p::tck of 4 'I 'iS< 

Lumocolor Erasers 

£3 . 10 

£4.20 

£1.00 

piu., £. 1.00 p&p UK 

piu> ( I. CO p&p UK 

piu' !0.80 p&p UK 

Cork Screw Picket Irons Set of 3 wi th wa.rnrng s t re;~mcr s & 
ro pe' in hc<J·ry duty c:t. nva.s w:1ll c.r.. £23.65 pl us [3.25 p&p UK 

Heavy Duty Screw-in Ground Anchors 
With ropes & ro mmy bar In heavy duty GIIW J.'> wall 

Sat o f J £66.95 plus £6.50 p&p UK 
S t~ t o f 2 £49.65 plus £5.70 p& p UK 

Fluorescent Inspection Light 
HOV avv. Sr1tr!. double insulat e d 2 core cabk 

£17.25 p1us ( 3.90 p&p UK 

Giant Size Heavy Weight T-Shirts 
Wl ri t-e. primed wit h "'R is~uc" ' t hding slogans. 
Nurncrous slo~<ms ava rlab lc £7.50 plus £ 1.00 p&p UK 

"Ray-Ban" Sun Glasses 
rncl ud mg d1c "'Chromax"' ranee. jdc ;tl for Crop Spottifl l 
Please ask fo r deta.rl!. of our full r01ng~ 

Pilot's Gloves 
Pe~rl whi te. Soft Sk in. SUPREM E QUALITY. LEATH ER. UK 
Madco S. M & l £29.95 plus £.1.50 p&p UK 

Leather Flying Helmets 
f<Jb r ic lim·d £34.40 
Lambsk.m lined £49.85 

"Halcyon" Goggles 

plus £2.00 p&p UK 
plus £"2.?.5 p&p UK 

L1.mimtcd Gb~s to BS 41 I 0 w rth adju:s:tab le nose bndr,c. UK Made 
From £29.35 plu!o G.OO p&p UK 

M2 Flight Jackets b .scd on USAF o;-igrn<J I. knirtcd cuffs & waiH 
Na.,.y, olrve & petrol. M. L & XL £47.35 plus .L-t.SO p&.p U K 
BI;Kk jU. ~bove, but w ith 
Hu:!nno pi l 1~ Co lla r £49.75 piu~ £.4. 50 p&p UK 

Sheepskin Flying Jackets B:~scd on angina! RA F lrvin . 
No pockct,s. £265.00 plus [6.25 p&p UK 
A!'. abovt'.. based on RAF Bomber 
pockets 
D I b3sed on USAF rsw~ 

£26S,OO 
£287.50 

Sheepskin Lined Leather Gloves 
S, M & L £35,50 

Battery Charger 

plus £6.50 p&p UK 
plus [ 6. 25 p& p UK 

p iu~ £2.50 p&p UK 

w "Y uasa" spec . & New EC Spec (1.1.96) r1alm I. SAmp. 3 stage 
ch :trgl·. W rl! cha rge 7Ah & ! 2AH batte ry mernigh t 

£38.50 plus £6.00 p&p UK 

Fluxed Solder SCOgrn n:els £6.00 

Our Other Products Include: 

plus £.2. 50 p&p UK 

"Tcsa" 4651 Aik ron Tape, i 9 mm . 2S mrn & J8mrn W rng T ape. C urved 
r'-1ylar Sl'al. 12V, 7. 12. I 5 & 24AH '"YuasJ." B.·m ..::ries. 12 & 24 cxp blad< 
& w hite films , 12 exp colo u r frl m5, "Ricoh" & "jl·s .sop" O:u.Jback 
Came ras wit h tripod mount~. Suction C nn l'ra Mounts, Frlm Mag!1ifil'r'>. 
t1ini Vacs . Registration 0 €:!ca ls. O xygen Equrpmcm. lnst ru mem Scrt: w 
D n vcrs . V:~ivc extensi ons (straight & r ight Jn gll..' ), Tyre Levers , BCF Fi re 
Extineui shcn. Po r table: solderine !rons, Beanie Hats, Spon:s Po lo Shiru, 
Polyester Cotton Shor ts. b d1cs Canon Socb , r1c n's Therm;:tl Socks , 
Giam Size "''d r<l thc r be r:l iding" T -shin s, Knim.>-d Hats, B.:t1 a cla>~a 
Hel!l'e ts, Knitted Mitts, Swear Shirts , Hooded Sweat Shrrr.s. LO"f: 
Sleevl!d Po!o N eck Sh rr r.s , Q uil ted Bodywarmcr~ & T h<"rmal 
Underwe-.Jr 

PLEASE ASK FO R O UR LATEST STOCK/PRICE LIST. 
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BGA ACCIDENT SUMMARY Compiled by DAVID WRIGHT 

Rei 
No. 

Glider 
Type 

Dale 
BGA No. Damage Time 

Pilot/Crew 
Place Age Injury Hrs 

143 DG-1 00 4055 Minor 27.9.94 Nr Talgarth 53 None 60 
1500 

The pilol llad a brieling and local check flighl before. flying so lo. After relurning from wave soaring the pilot 
encountered heavy sink which caused him lo undershoot The glider hit a hedge wh ich intlialed a groundloop. 

144 K-13 None - .9.94 Incident Reporl 38 None 460 
1 00 P2 0 None 0 

AI 1500ft P2 was allowed lo attempt the aerolow for the firsllime. He llew high, realised lhis , and lowered lhe nose 
lo recover. P1 prompted "check back" as the normal posilion was reached and P2 responded by pul ling back hard. 
P1 look over and released as lhe gltder climbed well above the lug whose pilol on reach ing full hack slick also 
released. 

145 Me 7 Minor 14.9.94 Parham 54 None 1900 
1910 

Tile demonslralor was evaluated by several experienced pilols wl10 noted lhal the canopy mechanism was rather 
sliff and needed checking fully locked. This pilol , who had nol been informed of this, sal isfied himself that tt1 e 
canopy was secure but it flew open al speed. it is possible that the fronl hinge was not correctly located during rig 
ging. 

--------------------------------------------------------------
146 K-13 2944 Minor 14.8.94 Gransden Lodge 38 Minor 432 

1500 P2 38 Minot 0 
The early sludenl was using ll1e sti ck and P1 was conlrolling the airbrakes when, al 1OOft on linals. P1 prompled 
"walch your speed" as they were enlering the wind gradient. P2 responded by pushing the stick forward and the 
glider pilched down sleeply. P1 closed the brakes bul was unable lo grab the stick in time to prevent a heavy , shorl 
landing. 

Nimbus 2c 3806 Minor 24.10.94 A boy ne 63 None 2668 
1200 

The pilol had soared in wave nearly 20 OOOft Al l appeared normal apart lrom a sharp knock fell through lhe ai r
frame at aboul 3-2000ft on lhe descent Minules after landing there was a cracking sound as I he wing leading edge 
collapsed due to a partial vacuum in lhe ballasl tanks. AI some time the tank vents had been sealed closed. 

2 Astir CS77 2480 Minor 26.10.94 Rufforlh None 29 
1600 

On his second flight on type the pilol had la land inlo sun. He landed lo one side ol the grass runway in a patch ol 
rough ground lhal would normally have been obv ious bul for the glare. After a normal landing the glider hit a con 
crele slab and lhe undercarriage collapsed. 

3 K-13 3550 Subst 15.10 .94 North Hill 58 None 1721 
P2- None 0 

The student was briefed on a spiral dive exercise that would result in a loss of height . then a change in la nding 
direction for a hangar landing. This was carr ied oul well bul the glider ran on afler landing and P1 was unable to 
slop it before it hi I the hangar. The glider had a nosewheel and he discovered the wheel brake was nol working. 

4 Me 7 4060 Minor 28.10.94 Long Mynd 58 None? 
1205 

On his fourth flight on lype the pilollesled the glider in stalls, tighl turns and spins. The fin al spin , lo I he right , re
suited in lhe canopy coming unlatched and shaltering as it hit the wing. A normal spin recovery and ci rcuit were 
flown , albeit with some buffeting. A weak locktng spri ng mechanism may have caused the inadvertant opentng. 

5 T-6 1 Venture M/G 
G-BUFP 

Minor 9.10.94 Currock Hill 70 None 539+ 
1082pwr 

1605 P2 56 None 39 
Aller a normal approach, wilh lhe lhrottle closed, I he motor glider's tail wheellouched before lhe mai nwheel caus
ing I he aircrafllo pitch lorward. hitting the propeller on I he ground. 

6 Aslir CS77 2318 Minor 06 .10.94 Aboyne 56 None 333 
The pilot descended into lhe circuit wilh the brakes oul and did not nolice the (quiet) gear warning buzzer. During 
lhe lurbulenl circuit he failed la carry out his downwind check list A ground radio call was made la him early in lhe 
circuit , with no reponse , so no further dislracting calls were made and lhe glider landed wilh lhe wheel up. 

7 Venlus BT Self/S 3568 Minor 11.10.94 Aboyne 52 None 1000 
1600 

The pilot was looking for wave and appears la have forgotten to raise the wheel. In the circu il he put the wheel up 
and did nol carry oul thorough downwind checks which may have alerted him and so landed wilh I he wheel up. 

8 ASW-19s 2760 Minor 08.10.94 Aboyne 51 None 204 
1118 

The pilol made a normallouch down and landing on a smooth tarmac runway but after 50 yards lhe undercarriage 
col lapsed. The gear lever was found to move easily oul of the locked position and it was considered that an inad
vertanl touch ol the handle or a firm landing could overcome the overcentre lock. 

9 SZD Puchacz 3510 Subst 23.10.94 Sallby None 720 
1035 P2 47 Minor 466 

After a series of aerobalic manoeuvres P 1 was demonstraling spin recovery when the canopy opened but 
remained altached. The pilo t eased carefully oul ol the recovery dive and was able to partially close the canopy 
belore landing safely. 11 was considered that either lhe canopy calch had been knocked or had worked loose. 

10 PIK 20s ? Minor 15.1 1.94 Talgarth 32 None 113 
1500 

The pilol was instructed to tow la a parlicular ridge bul elected to release al 800ft before reaching I he main ridge in 
what he thought was good lift. He found no lift and couldn't reach the airfield so chose a pasture field and landed 
crosswind, hilting a sheep and a fence. 
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11 LS-4 - Subst 10.94 Incident Report 21 None 380 
1630 

The glider was being towed back to the trai lers in failing light. Contrary to airfield rules the driver cut across the line 
of the winch launch cables. The glider was suddenly wrenched around as the cable was wound in and tile wing 
smashed into the car. 

12 MS893 Rail ye Tug G-AVTV W/0 27.10.94 Feshiebridge 57 None 
1200 

The pilot started the tug's engine ready for a terry flight as soon as the weather cleared. The engine started and the 
aircraft moved for..vard despite the brakes being on. The pilot taxyed but soon noticed that the wet brakes were not 
working and the visibility was bad. The wing caught a tree and the aircraft rolled down a steep bank into trees. 

13 Bocian 1 E None -.1 2.94 Incident Report 52 None 1300 
1122 

Tile first winch launch of the day was taken in light wind conditions. At 1200ft the cable broke as the glider encoun· 
tered a stronger crosswind and the short length of cable with the 'chute attached landed across power lines causing 
a short circuit. A smaller 'chute, normally used in stronger winds, will now always be used. 

14 Bocian 2242 Mtnor 27.11 .94 Portmoak 40 None 551 
11 51 

The glider was being winch launched when, at about 400ft, there was a bang and a loss of airspeed. The pilot 
landed ahead safely. The hook mechanism had broken out of the aircratt keel, triggering the release. The left edge 
of the mounting plate indicated that the rotten wood had been present for some time. 

15 K-8 3722 W/0 1.1.95 Upwood 60 None 200 
1430 

Prior to the winch launch the normal "airbrakes closed and locked" check was missed and they were open all the 
way up. The pilot failed to notice this and despite a landable field ahead tried to turn back to the airfield. He could 
not pull up over a 1Oft fence and wrote off the glider. 

16 K-13 1611 Subst 24.12.94 Lleweni Pare 42 None 280 
1448 

The visiting pilot flew solo in wave after a good check flight and briefing. Too late he realised that he could get back 
to the airfield so selected a landing field. On finals he noticed that there were power cables across the boundary, so 
pulled up to avoid them and landed long. The field sloped downhill and the glider ran into the far hedge. 

17 SZD Puchacz None -.12.94 Incident Report 38 None 78 
1100 

At 2000ft the pilot pulled the cable release and turned back towards the airfield without checking the rope had gone. 
Tt1e tug's tail was pulled up until the nose was pointing straight down. AI this stage the tug pilot pulled the release 
and recovered to normal flight. The hook was found to be worn but would not reproduce a hang up fault. 

18 SZD Puchacz None -.1.95 Incident Report 16 None 34 
1438 

At about 800ft on the aerotow the pilot heard a loud bang from the empty rear cockpit so radioed to be released 
over the airfield. The ASI appeared to be misreading but the glider was landed safely . The rigging tool was found 
\avtng o" the rudder cables having fallen off lhe rear shet and he ASJ failute was /he result a a loose connec1ion 

t9 T-21 Minor 3.1.95 Connel None 
1~ ~ - ~M 

When the winch went from "take-up slack" to "all out" the engine hesitated, due to water in the carburettor. The 
gltd r overran the cable and back released. As tllfl wing dropped the drogue parachute jerked forward catching and 
d.1maqtng the left atleron. 

2Q SZD Junior 4070 Minor 6. 1.95 Pocklington 67 None 22 
1130 

fr ., oormat canopy ched<s puslur.g up. the pilot started the win<:h launch At a.'"loo Hlfll)h ~ ~1 '-' ""-i"" , 
,., ' <.<if~ n ormng me canopy frame s~1u t . the ptlot continued to 1700ft and confirmed the handling was normal 

before making a safe landing. The club felt that it was possible the catch l1ad been inadvertantly knocked open. 

21 SZD Puchacz 3658 None 24.1 1.95 Husbands Bosworth 34 None 800 
1400 P2 - None 0 

During a spin recovery P2 opened the airbrakes at about 80kt to avoid any overspeed. Regaining a cl imbing atti 
tude, P2 found he could not close the brakes which were abou t a quarter open and not connected to the lever. 
Turning back to the airfield the brakes came fully open but a safe landing was made. The cross-fuselage tube joint 
had broken. 

22 SZD Junior 3951 Minor 3.1 .95 Camphill 66 None 134 
1400 

The pilot released from the winch launch at 700ft due to low cloud. He turned downwind but lost sight of the airfield 
and found he had overshot by about 200 yards. He landed heavily in a steeply up-sloping field and groundlooped. 

23 Std Libelle 1678 Subst? 8.1 .95 Camphill 46 None 1338 
1515 

After the glider had climbed to about 30ft the winch suffered a power failure and so the pilot landed straight ahead. 
The winch driver carried on winding in the cable after the glider l1ad stopped with the result that the cable 'chute 
caught on the tailplane. The glider was sharply pulled around. breaking the fuselage. 

24 Nimbus 2s 41 21 Minor 9.2.95 Burn 45 None 550 
1500 

The initial acceleration on the winch launch was rather slow but the pilot held on until at 48kt he rotated and 
became airborne. The speed immediately began to fall and at about 30ft he released . In error he opened the 
brakes before recognising the already high rate of descent and closed them too late to prevent a very heavy 
landing. 

25 Bocian 1 o None . -.2.95 Incident Report None 
1~ ~- ~M 

On the third flight of the day the visiting pilot was carrying out his pre-take-off checks with the airbrakes when the 
lever broke off in his hand. The lever had failed at the weld connecting it to the actuating crank. Fatigue brought on 
by overstraining over a period of time resulted in the failure which was not visible in the normal 0 1. 
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SKYFORCE SKYMAP .......... .......... £ 949 
SKYFORCE T RACKER ... .................. £ 449 
SKYFORCE LOCATOR 11 ................... £ 259 
SKYFORCE LOCATO R .................. £ 125 
SKYFORCE LOGGER .......... ............ £ 165 

GARMIN GPS 4S .......................... ..... £ 259 
GARMIN GPS SS ........................ ..... £ 339 
GARMIN GPS SS AVD ..................... £ 389 
GARMIN GPS 90 .......... ..................... £ 475 
GARMIN GPS 9S XL ............. ......... £ 549 
GA RMIN GPS 100 ............................. £ 795 
GARMIN GPS I 00 wi th database ... £ 895 

GARMIN GPS I 00 AVD ................. £I 095 
GARMIN GPS I SO ............................ £ 1349 
(all other GARMIN models & accessor ies available) 

MAGELLAN MERIDIAN ................. £ 185 
MAGELLAN MERIDIAN LT ........... £ 220 
MAGELLAN GPS2000 ....... .............. £ 169 
MAGELLAN SKYBLAZER ........ ...... £ 429 
MAGELLAN SKYBLAZER LT ......... £ 325 
MAGELLAN EC-1 OX ....................... £ 999 
MAGELLAN EC-I OX w ith GPS ... .. £ 549 

TRANSCEIVERS 
& RECEIVERS 
NETSET PRO 44 r eceiver .............. £ 125 
ICOM IC --A2 transceiver .. .. .............. £ 299 
ICOM IC -A20 MK /1 transceiver ....... £ 349 

lC M lt:.. '\t. ~·, • 'I '<' --- ---- ...... (.. ~4') 
ICOM IC-A22E transceiver ............... £ 369 
ICOM A200 Panel Mount transceiver .... £ 749 
N A RCO CO M 810+ Panel Mounted .... . £ 765 

HARRY MENDELSSOHN 
DISCOUNT SALES 
49-S I COLINTON ROAD • EDINBURGH EH I 0 SOH 
HOURS: MON-FRI8.30am · 5.30pm 

~1314477777 
FAX LINE: 0 Ill 452 9004 

ADD £3.50 DELIVERY TO ALL ORDERS 
(U.K. MAINLAND ONLY) 

NEXT DAY DEUVERY TO U.K. I. EUROPE {amable un requ<~l) 

WE ACCEI'TVtSA, ACCESS, SWITCH, MASTERCA/!0 a EIJROCARO 

iii [X] liiMort~•Ccrd a 
,SIIll ff/1 , .. 

~ ADD 17111% VAT TO ALL PRICES 
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Phil Picket! of Stratford on Avon GC pho
tographed the Dart 17 he and his syndicate 
partner Mark Parsons (with his back to the 
camera) spent around 400hrs reburbishing, 
giving it a finish described as ",like glass." 

Above: Heather Tucker enjoying her flight in 
the Bath, Wilts & North Dorset GC's Bocian. 
Below: Jane Brodie of the Highland GC after 
going solo with instructor Robert Tait. 
Photo: Angela Veitch. 

CLUB NEWS 

Copy and photographs for the 
December-January issue of S&G 
should be sent to the Editor, 281 
Queen Edith's Way, Cambridge CB1 
4NH, tel 01223 247725, tax 01223 
413793 to arrive not later than 
October 1 0 and for the February
March issue to arrive not later than 
November 28. 
GILLIAN BRYCE-SMITH August 16 

AQUILA (Hinton in the Hedges) 
Tony Limb (LS-4) is the first member to fly 
Diamond distance from Aqu ila. Bob Johnston 
has his 300km and John Batch part I of the 
1 OOkm diploma. Ed Chalk, Mike Oggelsby, 
Richard Ceilings and Len Wray have Silver 
badges, Ed with a distance, Mike 5hrs and 
heights for Richard and Len. Silver heights 
were also flown by Bob Broome, Colin Allender, 
John Culley, lan Hammonds and Andrew 
Preston who, with John Perry, has both Bronze 
legs with one for Neil Lamberton. 

Andy Saunders went solo in 23 flights and flew 
both Bronze legs and Silver height wi thin the 
next three flights. lver Hansen and Gauthier 
Dubois have gone solo and Gauthier has a 
Bronze leg. 

Cranfield University's Pirat and Bocian is on 
site which members may fly . We have hosted 
two Inter-Club Leagues with some good results. 
S.K. 

BATH, WILTS AND NORTH DORSET (The 
Park) 
We have sold our K-7/13 to Perranporth and a 
second Bocian is going to Poland for refurbish
ment. For the third year running we ran a suc
cessful three day course for schoolchildren 
from Trowbridge. We now have several junior 
members. 

There has been a large expedition to Le Blanc 

with another to the Mynd in October. Jean 
Whyte, Peter Field, Paul Salter and George 
Kamp have Silver badges ; Bi ll Niblett, Kath 
Jeffery and Si man Northway Bronze badges and 
Mike Barter (Bath University) has gone solo. 

Heather Tucker, who is blind, was taken for a 
flight in our recently overhauled Bocian. She en
joyed it so much that she didn't want to land and 
even tried the controls. 
J.L. 

BICESTER (RAFGSA Centre) 
We continue to move forward with plenty of 
safe , fun and progressive gliding, with all as
pects of the weekend operation now run and 
maintained by the members. 

Notable flights were the first UK 1 OOOkm, 
flown by Chris Railings and Chris Pullen (see 
p280), and a 750km by Pete Straiten. Numerous 
tasks as well as a crop of Silver legs and solos 
are filling the club ladder. 

Our 1996 midweek flying programme has 
been produced and we look forward to the mu
tual benefits of flying alongside various BGA 
courses for part of the year. 
P.S. 

BLACK MOUNTAINS (Talgarth) 
Derek Sims has gone so lo and John Clarke is 
our new A El. We have had wave to over 10 
OOOft (not bad for the summer) and a steady 
progression of visitors have enjoyed some fine 
soaring . 
D.U. 

BOOKER (Wycombe Air Park) 
We have much to celebrate from first solos to 
the fantastic 1 OOOkm by Chris Pull en and our 
own Chris Railings (see p280). Also on July 22 
Dave Gaunt (Nimbus 2) flew 750km - his fourth 
flight to exceed 700km - and Phil Ennis (BBC 
Pegasus) and lan Lingham (Astir CS) flew 
Diamond distance with Diamond goals for Derek 

Below left: York GC's Tony Lee after his Shrs and Silver height in the club K-8. Below right: 
James Warren of Devon & Somerset GC after his first solo. 



Maureen and Barry Meeks with the French Revolution bicente
nary plate presented to them by the Mayor of Chauvigny at the 
annual dinner during their tenth gliding camp in France. Photo: 
Bernard Smyth. 

Above: Anna Sheldon (Wolds GC) after Silver distance in the 
club Junior. Photo: Dave Tagg. Below: Clive Brain (left) with 
his instructor, Joe Acreman after going solo at Mendip GC. 

Above: Burn GC's K-13 fitted with a " light" intercom. From left to right the inventor 
Andrew Jackson, pilot Ken Chatburn and instructor Austin Craw. Photo: Paul 
Newmark. Below: lan Teugh, one of Deeside GC's youth scholarship pupils, pho
tographed with resident instructor Mike Law after going solo. 



CLUB NEWS 

Staff (K-6), Hilary Luxton , Jane Moore, Mike 
Richardson and Guy Sutherland. 

Allan Birchmore, Dawn Darling, Colin Green, 
Alun Jenkins, Steve Payne and Bob Sinden have 
Silver badges. Richard Garner ( 16 year-old 
cadet) flew 5hrs and after four first solo flights 
BBC bursary student, 17 year-old Nick Gilbert, 
separately gained Bronze legs and Silver height. 

Trial lessons and launches are up on last year 
and the South African expedition is virtual ly full. 
A. N. 

BORDERS (Galewood) 
Some of our recent solo pilots are doing well , 
with Bronze badges, Silver heights and 5hrs. 

Mike Charlton flew Silver distance in his Dart 
alter re-soloing recently . 

Our negotiations with the Gas Board are gath
ering momentum and it looks almost certain that 
we will be moving back to the site of the old war
time aerodrome. 

The new site should offer us more take
off/ landing runs, as there will be more into wind 
options. We still have a long way to go in negoti
ating compensation options for the move but at 
least we are starting to talk. 
A. C. 

BRISTOL & GLOUCESTERSHIRE (Nympsfield) 
The last two months have seen notable achieve
ments by members at all levels. There have been 
a dozen solos and Jackie Le m in has progressed 
from first solo to Silver badge this summer. 

There were nine badge claims during the suc
cessful early August task week. 

The Macfadyens flew a combined 1300km on 
Saturday July 22, Tim (ASW-20) completing his 
second 750km (this time with photographs) and 
Geralyn (Sport Vega) claiming the women's UK 
triangular distance record with 525km. 
J.F.B. 

BURN (Burn Airfield) 
Visitors will be pleased we have carried out fur
ther runway repairs and brushing operations. 

Roger Idle. Alan Jenkins and Andrew Jackson 
have Silver badges , Alan and Andrew complet
ing theirs during the August task week. 

Ken Chatburn. in his 80s, is our oldest mem
ber flying solo. As he is hard of hearing and to 
allow him to continue to fly, Andrew Jackson de
vised a lights system for the K-13 so the instruc
tor can communicate with Ken during check 
flights. (See photo on p293.) 

Our experiment, for the sake of standardisa
tion, using Avgas for the Tost winches was un 
satisfactory so we have reverted to four star. 
P.N. 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY (Gransden Lodge) 
Mike Young won the Standard Class Nationals 
witll Phil Jeffrey 2nd. Phil (LS-7) is claiming the 
UK 1 OOkm triangle record in all three Classes 
(15 Metre, Standard and Single-seater) with a 
speed of 134km/h on August 8. 

Geoff Glazebrook, Steve Cooke, Richard 
Maisonpierre, Andy Walford. Alistair Murray and 
Rob Bryce-Smith have flown 500kms . Penny 
Longland flew an admirable 300km in her K-6E. 
Cloudbases up to 9500ft have contributed to 
many other successful badge flights. 
K.B-S. 
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CHILTERNS (RAF Halton) 
Michelle Davidson, Colin Barton, Kerry Mulvey 
and lan Patrick have Bronze legs; .July Pead, 
Anthony Bailey, Don Knight, Kerry Mulvey and 
Peter Walton Silver heights; Dave Sale his 5hrs 
and Dave Henson and Don Knigl1t Silver dis
tances. Don has also become a BGA inspector. 

A T-21 B is being refurbished and we have had 
many hours soaring the T-3 1, Prefect and tile 
replica Falcon. 
I.P . 

CLEVELANDS (RAF Dishforth) 
We have beem enjoying the good weather with 
increased Hying - two dawn starts instead of the 
usual one, and many other early days and a 
very successful season of evening visits. 

With wave and sea breeze fronts as well as 
thermals we have been spoilt. Bod Blanchard 
and Carl Halford have Silver height; Harry Birch 
and Doug Stewart Gold height and Robin Sin ton 
Diamond height. Dick Cole did 550km in the 
Ventus, then Derek Smith took it to 4th place in 
the Northerns. 
J.P. 

CONNEL (North Connel Airfield) 
So far the high point has been the visit in May 
by Fulmar GC with four gliders, their Super 
Munk tug and a Motor Falke. Angie Veitch 
(Highland) came with her Astir , and David 
Brown (Feshiebridge) with his Cirrus. The 16 
visitors and 15 of our members had 174 
launches and the 11 gliders and motor glider 
flew for 221 hrs. 

Badge legs included Bob Brownlow's 
Diamond height of 19 200ft which demonstrated 
the true potential of our site. We must not forget 
the dawn to dusk catering by Fulmar's Julie and 
Karen and the organisation by John Hall 
(Fulmar) and our chairman Bill Miller. 
R.W. 

CORNISH (Perranporth) 
The perseverance of some course members 
has paid off with Roger Townley, Martin Kelly 
Nigel Golding going solo , Nigel on his first 
course. 

Club member Alan Redington has soloed and 
Alan Kingsbury has a Bronze badge. 

The weather was unusually good on both days 
of our open weekend in July when we also cele
brated winning our appeal for the airfield at the 
public inquiry. (See BGA News.) 
S.S. 

COTSWOLD (Aston Down) 
Solos have been flown by Martin Chudley, Kate 
Hunter and Keith Simmonds. David Briggs and 
Frank Birlison have flown Gold 
distance/Diamond goals and Mike Oliver and 
Gary Fryer have Diamond distance. 

During one week's course, instructed by 
Howard Johns. every student soloed . Cotswold 
have won the Rockpolishers again, securing a 
place in the Inter-Club League final at Aston 
Down on the August Bank Holiday weekend . 

The first phase of the building programme has 
given us gents' toilets and showers that will be 
the envy of every UK gliding club. Work is in hand 
for the ladies' facilities as soon as possible. 
M.S. 

CRANWELL (RAF Cranwell) 
After poor weather July's upturn has resulted in 
quite a few achievements. Theresa Browne, 
Mark Heselwood and Dempster Hamilton have 
Silver badges ; Gareth Ferguson, Stephen 
Langford , Mike Jackson and Belle Cummings 
Silver heigh t and Bronze legs; Pete Clarke 
5hrs: Phil Nix resoloed after a 12 year lay off 
and Guy Phelps went solo. 

In an elfort to increase Service membership 
we recently offered RAF personnel the opportu
nity to sample gliding during the annual sports 
day at RAF Cottesmore, combining operations 
with Four Counties GC for the day. 
L.F. 

DEESIDE (Aboyne Airfield) 
lan Teuch , one of our first youth scholarship 
pupils. has gone solo, as has Grant Wil liams 
who also got 5hrs and Gold height. Duncan 
McKay has a Bronze badge; Bill Watson a 
Silver; Susan Waring has Gold height and lan 
Henderson Gold distance/ Diamond goal. 

June saw us at 21 00011. 
G.D. 

DERBY & LANCS (Camphill) 
Arran W heeler flew Gold d istance/Diamond 
goal ; And rew Hawton. Mark Lowey, Julian 
Patrick and Graham Barlow have gone solo; 
Dave Hines has a Bronze badge and B ryan 
Hamlet an AEI rating. 

The courses, evening groups and the open 
weekend have been successful with new mem 
bers recruited. 

We celebrated ou r 60th anniversary in style 
with friends from Darmstadt, Germany, and 
Troyes. France, having a barbecue, brass band 
and dancing in the hangar- a memorable occa
sion. We have enjoyed good cross-country days 
and wave flights to 17 OOOft. We have two new 
gliders on site, a Cirrus and ASW-19. 
W.T. 

DEVON & SOMERSET (North Hill) 
Excellent weather has produced a host of new 
solo pilots - Julie Minson, Gil ly Hodds, Luke 
Roberts. Dave Edwards and James Warren. 

Our first air experience weekend in June went 
well with over 100 flights on the second day with 
the T-21 much in demand. lt produced anum
ber of new members as have the very success
ful summer courses. Marion Dean has her 5hrs 
and Mike Sloggett his 50km. 
S.CL. 

DUKERIES (Gamston Airport) 
David Clarke, Peter Uden and David Urpeth 
have AEI ratings and Pau l Etherington has 
joined us as an assistant instructor. Geoff Birks 
and Lance Swannack have both Bronze legs. 

The weekend of July 29-30 was one of the 
most successful in the club's history with Mark 
Etherington. Craig Hobson. Peter Storey and 
Lance Swannack achieving 5hrs: Glenn Barratt 
and David Prosolek Gold distance/Diamond goal 
and David Clarke a 1 OOkm triangle. 
J.C.P. 

Obituary- Dennis Barratt 
We record with sadness the death of Dennis 
Barratt. one of our instructors, who died in July 
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after a long and brave struggle against cancer. 
Dennis joined us in 1989, having previously 

flown with the Doncaster GC. He quickly became 
an assistant rated instructor and could always 
be relied upon to turn up on his duty days re
gardless of the weather. 

In his quiet and unassuming way t1e inspired 
confidence and everyone enjoyed flying with 
him. He was a man with wide interests who 
played an important part in the success of the 
club's flying. We shall miss him and convey our 
deepest sympathy to his widow Pamela and their 
two daughters. 
Tim Bowles 

EAST SUSSEX (Ring mer) 
The hot weather. the new winch and new 
hangar are giving us more flying time for less 
effort. We have just completed our annual flying 
week and our evening flying continues to intro
duce visitors to gliding. 

Steve Jarvis, Geoff Reeves and Granville 
Davies have Bronze badges; Steve Smithers 
Silver distance and Andrew Willig and Mike 
Macefield t1ave gone solo. 
JW 

ENSTONE EAGLES (Enstone Airfield) 
Robin Pearce-Boby, a long standing member, 
has been awarded the John Hands trophy for 
services to competition gliding. For many years 
Robin has successfully co-ordinated various 
Enstone competitions , in particular running the 
finish line ground to air radio operation. 

John Nicholson has a Bronze badge and 
Tu ran Tu ran his Silver. Tim O'Sullivan flew 50 km 
and Andrew Tristram Silver height and duration. 

The Brennan fami.ly have imported a newly 
refurbished K-6cR from Belgium. 

We held a barbecue in August and many 
members helped run the 15 Metre Class 
Nationals in July. 
L.B. 

ESSEX & SUFFOLK (Wormingford) 
Some said it was impossible to have a winch 
launched Inter-Club League competition but we 
had a truly excellent weekend with even 1 OOOpts 
on the Sunday for the Intermediates. 

We have converted our winch from petrol to 
LPG, making it cleaner and more economical. 

We are awaiting the outcome of our planning 
application for additional flying on one day and 
two evenings a week and some extra flying 
weeks throughout tt1e year. 

Stan Stanage and Alan de Tourtonlone have 
resoloed after a long break; Ralph Miller has 
gone solo and Bryan Smith. Victor Francis, John 
Friend, Andrew Wilson and Mike Benson have 
Silver badges. Our flying week was a huge suc
cess with several distance flights and 300km for 
Andy Sanderson in the club Pilatus B-4. 

We always welcome visitors any weekend. 
C.B. 

FEN LAND (RAF Marham) 
May gave us some excellent soaring and pro
duced the highest ever number of hours flown 
in a month. Caroline Mayo and Chrissy 
Thomson have Silver heights and Stew 
McOuillan a Bronze badge. Alex Lascelles
Hadwen has an AEI rating and Del Ley has 
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flown a Diamond goal to complete his Ciold 
badge. DCFI's AI Rattan and AI Thomson are 
holding the fort while CFI Rhod Evans is away 
for a few months. 
AR.M 

FOUR COUNTIES (RAF Syerston) 
We have had several 300kms including Steve 
Walker's Gold distance/Diamond goal. Mark 
Paddock. Mark Sheppard, Steve King and Kirt 
Oliver have gone solo ; Sieve Mason has a 
Bronze leg and Sarn Heys completed his Silver 
badge with 5tlrs. 

RAF Cottesmore's open day was a great suc
ces and with the help of Cranwell we achieved 
over 80 aerotows for the day. 

On July 29 the Janus flew four 1 05km tasks, 
AI Garrity and Nick Aram at 90km/h. 
D.M.R. 

FULMAR (RAF Kinloss) 
The season started well with excellent gliding 
during our expediton to Connel. Bob Brownlow 
flew Diamond height and Otter Smith his 5hrs. 

Jacky Pratt. lan Murray, Marty Keenam and 
Michael Townsend have gone solo with Angie 
Veich (from our sister club, Highland) soloing in 
the motor glider. Eddie Pratt and lain Keylock 
have AEI ratings - we wish lain a speedy recov
ery from a rock climbing accident. 

Our A El evenings are very successful. 
J.P. 

GL VNDWR (Lieweni Pare) 
There were Diamond heights on different days 
in July for Jim Lynchehaun (19 OOOft) and Dave 
Osborne (19 700ft). Mike George and Derek 
Heaton have soloed as have North West 
Students' GC members Andy Prangley, Waiter 
Baumann and Mark Wheatley. Neil Kye com
pleted his Silver with 50km and Rob Vaughan 
flew 148km. After only 14 solo flights Joss 
Pennant flew 5hrs and Gold height ; Alan Smith 
has a Bronze leg and lan Skinner an AEI rating. 

Visiting clubs - don't forget to 'phone us on 
01745 813774 to book for autumn wave flying. 
B.L. 

HIGHLAND (Easterton Airfield) 
This is a "ladies year" at HGC. Jane Brodie has 
joined Vicki and Helen Chalmers by going solo, 
Vicki and Helen also gaining Bronze legs. Anne 
Burgess and Jill Matthews completed Silver 
badges with distance flights. Jill also gaining 
Gold height in June. 

John Maclean has Silver height. Steve 
Young's Ventus turbo joins the private fleet. Our 
next "ASH week" is the first week of October. 
A.GV 

ISLANDERS (Hall Caine Airfield, Isle of Man) 
Although Jurby airfield remains available to us, 
a massive 260% rent increase for our corner of 
the government owned hangar has forced us to 
move to a new site. Since January the usual 
crew have been ,preparing the former, pre-war, 
Hall Caine Airport at Close Lake Farm , two 
miles from Ramsey. 

A small building is being erected to house the 
trailered aircraft and we now have to rig before 
flying. Unfortunately the tug will still have to be 
hangared at Jurby until we can make other ar-
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rangements. Intending visitors please ring the 
secretary on 01624 816550. 

July 4 saw our first launches ·from the new site, 
which included a first solo by Mark Lees. Mark 
bought a flight we donated to a charity auction 
and liked it so much he promply joined us. He is 
our first solo pilot with no previous flying experi· 
ence whatsoever. 
B.G. 

LAKES (Walney Airfield) 
We recently celebrated t11e 30th birthday of our 
Capstan with a party in its honour. A K-8 has 
been added to the club fleet bringing the total to 
three two-seaters, three single-seaters and six 
private gliders. 

During the expedition to Thouars, France. in 
June Peter Redshaw out flew everybody, com
pleting 3000km in 13 flights. Peter Lewis had the 
farthest land out, 200km, with an 8hr retrieve. 

Dave Bull, Alan Dennis and Martin Lewis have 
AEI' ratings : Roger Copley a Silver badge and 
Mark Johnson and David Poole have gone solo. 
AD. 

1-ASHAM (Lasham Airfield} 
On July 22 750km was flown by Alan Purnell, 
Chris Starkey (Surrey & Hants GC) and the 
Jones family , father Ralph and sons Phil (taking 
off from Norfolk) and Steve. Ray Whittaker flew 
300km in a Swallow and his son David went 
solo on his 16th birthday. 

When our manager, Phil Phillips , married 
Kathie Burton in July there was a fly past of a 
Cub, Pawnee, RF-4 and Phil's own home-built 
Sirocco in box formation. 

The fixed doors at the Western end of the main 
hangar are being replaced. 
AM.S. 

LINCOLNSHIRE (Strubby Airfield} 
John Kitchen has taken over as CFI from Dick 
Hannigan. John is the first person in the club to 
have progressed from first solo 'to CFI. He has 
been replaced as secretary by Angie Hearney. 

Alan Scoffin has resoloed after a break of 
eight years. Mike Collier has also gone solo. 
Diane Skerry, Dave Fenn, Dave Draby, Paul 
James and Kath James l1ave two Bronze legs 
and Derek Woodforth and Diane Skerry have 
Silver heights. Angie Hearey completed her 
Silver badge with a Shrs having flown 4hrs 50 m in 
the week before. 
R.G.S. 

LONDON (Dunstable} 
The excellent weather in July compensated for 
a modest June, with a great increase in cross
country flying . Last year's surge in membership 
has fed through to produce a similar demand 
for the club single-seaters and at least six new 
syndicates are being formed. 

To some annoyance, the clubhouse has been 
listed as an Historic Building, Grade Two. This 
may allow us to obtain grants for repairs, but ties 
our hands with any modifications. 

Our beautifully restored Robin tug has been 
towing in competitions and has toured as far 
afield as Dublin. 

There are autumn expeditons to Aboyne and 
Talgarth. 
R.C. .. 
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Above: David 11 (centre) with CFI 
Derek Sear (left) and instructor Rod Ward 
after going solo at London GC. 

MARCHINGTON (Tatenhill) 
While June was disappointing July was nothing 
short of outstanding with a clutch of badge 
claims. Phil Derbyshire has gone solo; Andy 
Walsh , Bill Ulytt and Bill Mac completed Silver 
badges ; Nigel Duke flew 5hrs and Grant 
Williams has his Bronze. The cross-country pi
lots started to bash the club triangle with the 
longest fl ight on the club ladder so far being a 
280km by Gareth Lawley (Mosquito) . 

We have had two very successful flying weeks 
and numerous weekday evening courses. We 
are a friendly club with a modern fleet and plenty 
of flying with a warm welcome to visitors on 
Wednesdays and weekends. 
I.N.R. 

MEN DIP (Halesland Airfield) 
Clive Brain has gone solo and Mike Panting 
has resoloed. Dan Lodge has a Bronze leg, 
Stuart Mills and Keith Simmons Bronze badges 
(Stuart also his Silver height) and Paul Croote 
flew the season's first 500km from Halesland. 

The Vale of White Horse GC won the South 
Western Inter-Club League. 
P.J.RH. 

Above: Paul Fritche of Southdown GC, with 
his wife Caroline, celebrating after winning 
two Regionals. 

Below: The start of the day at Nene Valley GC, RAF Upwood, with glid
ers queuing up to be launched. 

Below: Early morning activity at East Sussex GC, Ringmer, in front of 
the new hangar and winch. 



MIDLAND (Long Mynd) 
Our courses are well booked, members enjoy
ing good flying during the week. The weekend 
weather improved dramatically on Saturday, 
July 22, wilh 2600km flown , including one 
500km and several 300kms. We have added a 
Discus to the club fleet. 

David Moore has soloed. Andy Holmes and 
Howard Whittaker have Bronze badges; Eric 
Alston, Steve Male, Alan Meyhew and S. Weitzel 
have 5h·rs and Brian Connaughton, Roger 
Copley and George Crawford Silver distances. 
A.R.P. 

NENE VALLEY (RAF Upwood) 
We had hot weather for the annual task week 
with numerous solo and dual cross-countries. 
More than 2600kms were flown during the first 
six days with many badge claims. 

John Young, DCFI , achieved what we believe 
to be a site record with 12 OOOft in the club Junior, 
the last 450011 in cloud. Other achievements 
were Diamond goal for Dave Bourne ; 1 OOkm 
diplomas for Nigel Perry and Martin Reynolds ; 
5hrs for Ted Dickerson and Frank Lock; Silver 
badges for Steve Codd, Dave Mansfield and 
"Tall" Turner and 50km flights for Tony Gardiner 
and Brian Palmer. Many flew Bronze legs and 
Silver heights and had aerotow experience when 
a tug was brought in for a day. 

We are progressing well with an enthusiasm 
for cross-country flying. 
R.T. 

NORFOLK (Tibenham Airfield) 
We made the most of the excellent weather on 
July 22 with three Diamond goals (Terry 
Cooper, Dave Munro and Bonnie Wade), two 
500kms (Norman Clowes and Brendan 
Sargeant) and a 750km by Phil Jones, the first 
from Norfolk. David Blyth flew Silver distance, 
Bill.y Middleton 5hrs and there have been sev
eral Bronze legs. 

Two 16 year-olds, Giles Fowler and James 
Harrowven, have gone solo, as has the some
what older Dudley Seymour. 

We were all saddened by the death of our own 
Alfred Warminger, who has been an inspiration 
to many of us here at Tibenham. We send our 
deep sympathy to his family. (See BGA News.) 
B.W. 

NORTHUMBRIA (Currock Hill) 
We have been given the opportunity to buy the 
site from the Coal Board. In response we have 
made a bid to the National Lottery for funds and 
also hope to gain a new winch in the process. 

After a gliding. promotion at the Metrocentre, 
we had a successful open day and flew over 1 00, 
gaining ten new members. 

Andy Herbert, Norman Parry and Neil 
Abrahams have gone solo and the usual good 
June wave made a Silver height possible for Paul 
Stafford and gave many climbs in excess of 15 
OOOft 
P.S.D.R. 

NORTH WALES (Bryn Gwyn Bach Farm) 
We have had some good wave days despite the 
prevailing easterlies . Course and visitor num
bers are on target. 

The Inter-Club League has given our cross-
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country pi lots good experience with many tasks 
completed and some badge claims. 
P.C. 

PETERBOROUGH & SPALDING (Crowland 
Airfield) 
The good weather has given many ach ieve
ments from 300kms to Silver legs. Everyone has 
just enjoyed the annual flying fortnight culminat
ing in us successful ly hosting the Inter-Club 
League with a barbecue on the Saturday night. 

We are missing Snoopy. He was whisked 
back to Tibenham by DG-500, rescued and then 
recaptured. 

Patrick Si m and Nick White went solo on the 
club's first course week in Ju ly, More courses 
will be run as demand dictates. 
S.C.F. 

SACKVILLE (Riseley, Beds) 
We hired the BGA Puchacz for a week of cross
country flying and further spin training and com
bined this with an aerobatic course run by Chris 
Pollard (Tibenham) and Ray Steward 
(Dunstable) . These two instructors, who not 
only showed us some things that we did not 
think could be done in gliders but also by their 
enthusiasm and good humour, gave us a most 
enjoyable long weekend. 

The CFI has just returned from six weeks of 
working and flying in New Zealand . The long 
awaited Lak-12 has joined the privately owned 
fleet. Visi tors may now fly our entire club fleet 
for a modest £10 per day plus launches. 
D.C.W. 

SCOTIISH GLIDING UNION (Portmoak) 
The summer has produced some magnificent 
days. Philip Johnston, a cadet, went solo on his 
16th birthday; Ronan Murphy and Gerry 
Marshal! have Silver distances and lan Trotter 
and George Ross have AEI ratings. 

Courses have been very successful with num
bers well up on last year. A new custom-built 
launch van is on site complete with CAA ap
proved radio equipment to provide better com 
munications. We are planning to have a new 
two-seater, hopefully next year. 
G.S.G. 

SHENINGTON (Shenington Airfield) 
Robert Goodger, Julian Harman, Jim Evason, 
Chris Delahunt, Sid Glazzard, Chris Palmer, 
Mike Daborn and Michelle Pennington have 
Bronze legs. Jacqui Miles has Silver height; 
Stuart Meier Silver distance; Bob Playle Silver 
distance and height and Sean Badby a Silver 
badge. John Whit ing and Steve Bradford 
achieved Gold distance/Diamond goal. 

Terry Herbert has an assistant instructor rat
ing. We now have a professional caterer, Lou 
Kennington. 
T.G.W. 

SOUTHDOWN (Parham) 
The hot summer has led to an upsurge in cross
countries with Paul Hampshire flying a splendid 
Gold distance in his K-6E ; Paul Marriott (Discus) 
Diamond distance w ith 525km; Michel Carnet 
flew 514km and Brian Bateson and Les Beale 
502km in the Duo Discus. 

Mo Davis has Gold height; Mike Alien the 
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1 OOkm diploma and a Silver badge with solos by 
Matthew Brown , Richard Denyer and Kevin 
Elliott. Pau l Ray has a Bronze badge; Steve 
Thompson his Silver; lan Ferguson a 5hrs and 
Andrew Jarvis , on his first cross-country, flew 
200km and gained all th ree Silver badge legs. 

Paul Fritchie won the Eastern Regionals and 
Lasham Regionals' Group B wi th Sue Hill, 4th, 
Michel Carnet, 5th and Guy Westgate 6th. 

We ran our first public courses with planning 
and organisation by Chris Hancock. 
PJ.H. 

STAFFORDSHIRE (Seighford) 
We have had a lot of unserviceable aircraft and 
equipment this season. Without the help from 
junior members and our much put upon techni
cal officer, our operation could have been badly 
affected. 

John May flew 1 OOkm; Andrew Kirkland, Geoff 
Oultram and Jon Taylor have Silver badges and 
Alice May, James Fisher and Jon Richards 
gained Silver distances. Simon Watso r1 , our 
newest instructor, is the first to achieve Diamond 
goal from Seighford. 

The ab-initio week was well attended with Don 
Craven and Derek Tildsley going solo. 
J.R. 

STRATFORD ON AVON (Snitterfield Airfield) 
Derek Bennett has an AEI rating and we have 
the longest list of solos for many years includ
ing Tim Duckett, Derek Batchelor, Lee lngram, 
John Lowe, Paul Simmons and Clare Smith. 
Clare (17 years-old) now has two Bronze legs 
and llee ( 18 years-old) a 5hrs and Bronze 
badge. Bill Tromans has 5hrs and Silver height 
in the club K-8 which Alan Wright flew in very 
adverse conditions to the Long .Mynd. 

Phil Picket! flew Gold distance/Diamond goal 
in his beautiful Dart-17 and Barry Monslow, 
Maurice Noxon and Nigel Spedding have Silver 
badges. 

The club open trailer has been completely re
furbished with a new floor and fittings thanks to 
Derek Phil lips, Chris Wool I er, Vernon Brown and 
Colin Bushel!. 
H.G.W. 

STRATHCLYDE (Strathaven Airfield) 
Andrew Shearer has gone solo and Jane Nally 
is our first female Bronze badge pilot. 

Expeditions to Lithuania and the Long Mynd 
produced some good flying. The open weekend 
was a great success, with many visitors flown . 

After 14 years as CFI Des Tail , who is leaving 
for Derby, has handed over to Nigel Jennings. 
M.R. 

SURREY HILLS (Kenley Airfield) 
Dennis Henley, who has been gliding for some 
23 years, has been made a life member in 
recognition of his hard and unselfish dedication 
to the club. He has been our winch master for 
several years and has recently built a winch . 

Chris Fletcher and Vie Walker have gone solo. 
Vie with a 23min fl ight. Peter Poole is handing 
over as CFI to Steve Dawes. 

We are looking for a double decker bus as a 
launch point control. If you can help please call 
us on 0181 7630091. 
D.W. • 
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THE SOARING CENTRE (Husbands Bosworth) 
Our Regionals were a great success with eight 
contest days and 46 gliders. We have been well 
represented in Regionals and Nationals with 
our pilots doing notably well in the 15 Metre 
Class Nationals and the Eastern Regionals. 

First solos include Paul Treadaway and 
Linsey Devey with Silver distances by Martin 
Lee, Anthony Hawkins and Carol Steadman 
amongst others , and first 300kms by Carl 
Buzzard, Richard John son and Chris Glover. 

We have bought the BGA's well instrumented 
Puchacz and we have a Duo Discus and ASW-
24E on site. Despite not getting a grant, we are 
improving the new caravan park behind the club
house on land we have recently bought, with 
proper roads, electricity and water. 
T.W 

THRUXTON (Thruxton Airfield) 
After a poor spring the fine summer has 
brought an increase in launches. Martin Jones 
and Patrick Thorne have soloed; Patrick, who 
soloed shortly after his 16th birthday, gained a 
Bronze leg at Le Blanc. The expedition also re
sulted in many enjoyable flights with several 
hundred kilometres flown. 

Mark Lamas has made his Swallow available 
for club use. The private fleet has been joined 
by a PIK 20B owned by Mel Ireland, Steve 
Lambourne and Paul Mayle. 
p J.C 

TWO RIVERS (RAF Laarbruch) 
Good August weather has given some claims. 
Tim Dickinson (Ventus) nearly caught AI 
McNammara (Astir) during their 300km goal 
flights. 

Poor weather earlier reduced the "mini Camp" 
to the status of a social event . We held a "tiny 
Camp" mid August which was more successful , 
producing tasks up to 400km. Our Dutchman, 
Hans Gijrath, flew Silver distance in the K-8 , 
landing in the field behind his home. 
R.M.G. 

ULSTER (Bellarena) 
Jim Lamb gained Gold distance/Diamond goal 
in his Astir at Le Blanc. A small UGC contingent 
took part in the Irish Nationals at Kilkenny, in 
generally poor high pressure conditions but one 
good wave day when Joe Taggart (K-6) 
reached 10 OOOft. 

Latest soloists are Norman Moorhead, Peter 
Holmes and Patricia Majury. 

Nl 's phenomenal tourist boom this year has 
been reflected in the numbers and cosmopol i
tan make-up of people having air experience 
flights. Justin Wills dropped by on a visit to Ulster 
relatives and disappeared down-country on an 
0 /R in a borrowed aircraft , to add to what will 
certainly be a record number of launches , and 
hours, this year. 
R.R.R 

VALE OF WHITE HORSE (Sand hill Farm) 
Tony McNicholas has soloed ; Jonathan 
Huband has a Silver badge and Richard 
Chapman and Graham Turner AEI ratings . 

Despite the International Air Tattoo at RAF 
Fairford attempting to ground us on one of the 
best soaring days this year, we flew several hun-
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dred kilometres, Shalbourne playing host to club 
gliders to beat airspace restrictions. 

We are through to the finals of our Inter-Club 
League. One of our two-seaters flew in 
Competition Enterprise. 
A.J.W. 

Obituary - Len Morris 
lt is with sadness and fond memories that we 
report the death of Len Morris on June 14 aged 
86 years. 

Len was one of the pioneer members of the 
then Swindon GC (now Vale of White Horse) 
joining at the inaugural meeting in 1959. Len, 
who had gained much experience on war-time 
aircraft such as the Spitfire and Miles Magister, 
soon became the mainstay of glider inspection 
and repair from those early days at South 
Marston Airfield. Although he seldom flew, he 
was always working behind the scenes to en
sure that the club fleet remained airworthy, often 
working late into the night when accidental dam
age threatened operations. 

He was a senior BGA inspector and contin
ued to maintain the club fleet after we moved to 
Sandh ill Farm, but mounting years meant that 
he gradually had to take a back seat. In spite of 
this, in recent days, he continued to oversee the 
construction and repair of a number of aircraft 
projects including Clive Ducros's repl ica Mk 1 
Spitfire. 

Len was a quiet chap who never married - he 
was very kind , very generous with his time, a 
well -respected life member of the gliding club 
and a true gentleman. 
Sue Foggin 

VECTIS (Isle of Wight, Bembridge) 
Chris Wag horn completed his Silver badge with 
a distance flight on the mainland and his height 
leg over the island. 

Paul Bateman has gone solo and Andy 
Nockter has regained! his assistant instructor rat
ing after a lay off. There is an expedition now to 
Thouars, France and the June open days were 
very popular and brought several new members. 
M.J.H. 

WELLAND (Lyveden) 
Ken Martin, Bill Burgess, Geoff Copeman, 
Gerald Dexter, Tony Challis, Marian Gonzalez, 
Jane Cooper and Peter Francon-Smith have 
gone solo. Gary Clipston has a Bronze badge 
with Silver badges for Mick Nunley, Owen 
Smilh, Roger Gray and Godfrey Pratt. Godon 
Cree and Alan Jackson have flown 5hrs ; Ken 
Wells has the UK 1 OOkm diploma and Chris 
Hatton and Bob Roland have AEI ratings. 

Thanks to Bill Burgess and Peter Willock we 
now have a wind generator powered battery 
charging system in the hangar. 
R.H.S. 

WOLDS (Pocklington) 
We have enjoyed many evening north-easterly 
wave flights, easily reachable from the winch, 
as well as the usual excellent wave from the 
Pennines, with Bill Young climbing to 16 500ft 
and many others reaching 10 OOOft and above. 

John Simpson has gone solo. Bob Fox came 
2nd in the Northern Regionals Sport Class, 18pts 
short of winning. 

The French expedition was enjoyable despite 
mediocre sticky weather. Four young bursary 
winners are being taught to fly free of charge 
and we have our second Junior for cross-coun
try flying. 
M.F. 

WREKIN (RAF Cosford) 
Michele White, David Copeland and Dave Briggs 
have gone solo and Steve Judd has a Bronze 
badge, Silver height and 5hrs 

In an extremely successful soaring week Bob 
Willey completed his Silver badge with a dis
tance flight to Bidford and later in the week his 
height. Steve Fulcher, Steve Wright and Chris 
Enmarsh have gained their 5hrs. 

Terry Moyes has a full rating, Bob Willey an 
assistant rating and John Sproat an AEI rating. 

We have run very successful air experience 
evenings and, thanks to lan and Yvonne 
Gallagher, have excellent barbecues. 
T. R. 

YORK (Rufforth Airfield) 
Soon after going solo Tony Lee gained two 
Bronze legs, 5hrs and Silver height. Jay Smith 
has Gold height. We had wave in early July and 
thermals to 6000ft at the end. 
S.RL 

YORKSHIRE (Sutton Bank) 
Malcolm Winter has his 5hrs ; Steve Ricketts a 
Silver badge ; Mark lrving and Gary Settery 
have flown Silver distances and Kelly Janski 
has gone solo. 

Mark Jerman started a week long soaring 
course with a Bronze badge and returned with a 
Silver badge and Gold distance/Diamond goal. 
Steve Ell flew Diamond distance the same week. 

We hosted a successfu l Competition 
Enterprise with nine days, the most notable flight 
being Mike Brook's 700km in wave. (see p284) . 
The Northern's Open Class was won by John 
Spencer with Bob Fox 2nd. Mike Brook won the 
Sports Class , closely followed by Pete Coward . 
C.L ~ 

TALGARTH 

BLACK MOUNTAINS 
GLIDING CLUB 

THE ULTIMATE ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 

We have more ridge, wave and thermal 
soaring than any other UK site. New club 
height record 32,500' (1.1 .92) in SW Wave. 
364 days a year operations. Tuition provided 
for all levels. For advanced and ab initio 
course details or any other enquiry. 

Tel: 01874 711463 (airfield) 
01874 711254 (evenings) 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 



RIDGE, WAVE, THERMAL 
NYMPSFIELD HAS ITS FAIR SHARE OF EACH 
·even clays a week op~.:rmioo (Mtbjc::ct to weather) all year round • Exped itions :tnd isi tors 
wekomt: at :Uly time • D<:dicued holiday course · Aprii-Octobt:r 

pecialist holiday courses for 1995 include: b-initio to Solo; olo m Bronz ·· Bronze t lJ ' ilver; 
Silver t o ld ; Acrobatics • Advanced Cro:s-Country & ' ompetition PrcparJtion w ith 1994 World 
Champion Andy Davies • Prepar;Jtion for AEI, Assistant and Full Instructor rJtings. 

Por details of any q( ti:Je abot'e coli/act: 

TilE BRISTOL & GLO CESTERSHIRE GLIDING CLUB 
Nympsfield, Nr Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GLJ 0 3TX Tel: (01453 860342 • Fax: 01453) 860060 

After Peace ••• Friendship 
During the Wor Gordon wa1 mt RAf pilot, who aflerwcrds hetame o 
~~~ttcl!wgis r consultant foro Germo:n Steel CombHte. One of his cc!leugutli WIJ 

vn u -luftwaffe pilot and they hetome finn friends, resulting in him being 
Godfather to his two sons. 

After o very severe illnen, Gonion w~:~s able to spend two weeks convalesting 
ol the RAF A.uociation's Nursing Home HSuuexdawn" in Slorringron. 

The Royal Air Forces Assodathlll 
Caring for your Meds Yesterday, Todny and Tomorrow • . • 

BATILE OF BRITAIN WINGS APPEAL 
The Royal Air Forces Associonon • Freepost (DSJ 
Portland Rood • Malvern • Wore. • WR 14 l BR 

I enclose o donation of £ . . .. or debit m)' Visa/ Acces> 

Credit Cord I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
Name 

Address . 

RAFA 
Tick box Far details on: 
Mombenhip leiVing Legacies 0 
Membership E:<·Sefvfnq .J Covenants [1 

.,. 

tl 

tl 

tl 
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-<> pen 7 days a week llnti l 
dusk 

<> Cross country tasks eve ry 
sui table :!.ay 

·<>· Full rang<.: o f sing! seaters 

<> K2 1 & Duo Discus available tor 
cross country t raining 

<> Efficient all aerorow lau nching 

<> Easy access ti· m M25, M4 or 
M 40 (]ne. 4) 

C.1ll o r \\Tin..: t(u- colour brochun:: 

BOOKER GLIDING CLUB 
Wycomhc Air Park, M arlow, Buck.s SL7 3DR • 01494 442501/ 529263 

NoRFOLK 
G LIDING 
C LUB 

Experience Lbe exbilamtion o.f soctring above tbe 
East Angli m couniiJ. ide. 

Open all year - Modern lleet 
Supacat in ·h or Ae.rotow 
Fully li en ·d d ubhouse 

Super Falke - M 'PPL con ersi ns 
Bronze · ' eh ·cks and AEI courses as required 
Caravan and camping sitt: 

Ring: 01379 677207 
IBENIIAM AIRFIELD • 11-IE HOME OF GLIDIN IN N RFOLK 

Fully inclusive fee, covers all tl we guarantee• a minimum of: 
.A &JJ!/s Advanced flying, accommodation on 1 hour ftyi ng time or 6 

site. and all food, from £325 launches per day with no x-country t uition in 

for 5 days. max. limit on your flying. Janu s c Turbo 

Modern fleet, K21S, K23S, ME7, with Nationals pilot. 

and JANUS TURBO for X· tl courses structured to your 

country tuition, K13s & a K8. needs, from ab initio to Midland Cliding ClUb 

Launch by 300hp Skytaunch Bronze, Silver, Gold and Church stretton 
Diamonds. Courses f rom one Shropshire SY6 6TA 

winch, Pawnee aerotow, or 
to five days available. rt, Janet Stuart for a bungy depend ng on weather 

and availability. Some ofthe most spectacular 
brod1ure and details* 

tl of the guarantee Excellent soaring on the scenery in England 
famous Long Mynd ridge as 01588 650 206 
well as plenty of thermats and .,. Whenever possible we soar, fax 01588 650 532 

wave opportunities. instead offlying circuits. Access/VIsa 
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OEDlCATED AVERAGER OPTION 
• Batl"'f Volts 
e llvee Aver•!" Mod" 
• IOOrmal Total Average 

XKlO "CLUB" VARIO SYSTEM 
As reviewed by Derek Piggott in February /March issue 
of 0 Sailplane and Gliding" 

from G· 
XK I 0 "UUB• VARIOMETER 
e Audto codes climb role 

• Speed la fly 
• donb/(ru;,e Mooe 
• Auto \hut Da.n D·~ernighl 

REPEAllR METill OPTION 
e 60mm Mounling • Metril: Version 

0-lm/se< 

a1r ~ 
Aviation Ltd. 

11You can bank on us" • Gust Rhering £249 • High link Role Alert £149 
e 0 - lkts Wave Made 

e llo Mods Required £89 
• No Aask Required eloom Included 

+ New Instruments: PZL Expanded Smle ASil.S Turns 0-140kts, 1.75 Turns 0-200kts £105, PZL Vorio with zero reset, Flask and Ring, 80mm £1 89, 57 mm £219, PZL T.E. Unit £28, PZL 12V Mini T/S £259, IFR 
Altimeter £165, IFR Mini Acceleromeler £167, IFR Pedestal Compass £69, Airpoth C2300 Panel Compass £69, T/S 28V Converter £22.90, New Traditional Clockwork 8orogrophs £189 + Overhauled lnslruments: I 2V 

Turn/ Slips Glider Rote £104 - £1 44 + Radios: I COM A2£283, I COM A20 Mk2 £339, Delcom 960 £199, Delcom 960 80mm Panel Mounted Version with Speaker/Mike £239, Mobile Magnetic Mount Aerials £26 
+ Glider Bonery Chargers £25.50 + Parachutes: SK94, State of the Art, Rapid opening, low descent rote, Steeroble, Comfortable, Lumbar Support, Bog. £465 + Trailers: High Quality ISM size £2950 
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+ New Gliders (In conjunction with Angle Polish Sailplanes) Prices shown exdvde 

SZD Junior POA, SZD Pu,haa POA, SZD "55" POA, SZD "Awo" POA VAT a d carriage 

COLIN D. STREET, 7 Sharptbome Close, lfield, Crawley, Sussex, RH11 OLU, England • Tel 01293 543832 • Fax 01293 513819 

KENT GLI ING CLUB 
~ 

M 
K·IE·N· T 
GLI O I HG. CLU. 

Challock, 
Ash ford, 
Kent 

N254DR 

Come to Kent for courses to suit 
all grades of pilots from beginners 
to cross country. Situated on North 
Downs thermal and ridge site. 
Meals and accommodation in 
comfortable fully licensed 
Clubhouse. 

For details, write or phone: 
01233 740274 or 740307 
Fax 01233 740811 .=.. 

If you're going for it next year, 

COME AND BE PART OF 
THE MOST PROGRESSIVE 
CLUB IN THE COUNTRY! 

• 7 day opera lion 
• Exc<:lknt thn mal soaring 
• Ridge facing NW winds 
• New clubhouse and t:tcil itit·~ 

• £ 1 2~/year membership 
• H two-~ealers ( K7, K 13 ,Twin Ast ir) 

• 7 singk-scaters ( KR. Sl'27) ( '5 x KH. 
SF- 7 , ~tc .) 

• Apprux I hour from l.ondon o r 
Birmingham via M 0 

• 2 motor glide rs and 2 rugs 

SHENINGTON GLIDING CLUB 
Banbury, Oxoo 

C11ll 0~295 68812~ (clubho u se) 
or Colin 0~295 25~7~6 (bome) 

go for it at Husbands Bosworth. 
We offer a professional approach to training, with a comprehensive 
range of courses from air experience onwards, at the friendliest 
club in the country. 

• Ab initio to solo- fixed price guarantee with no strings. 

• A superlative fleet of gliders - 6 trainers and 6 single seaters. 

• Ample launching capacity - 6 tugs, 1 motor glider, 1 four drum w inch. 

• All year round, 7 days a week operation, with daily met. 

• Accessible central location with excellent cross-country opportunities. 

SEND FOR THE 1996 
COURSE BROCHURE. 

Call: The Manager, 
The Soaring Centre, 
Husbands Bosworth Airf ield, 
lutterworth, 
Leicestershire. LE17 6JJ. 
Tel: 01858 880521 
Fax: 0185'8 880869 
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LEARN TO GLIDE IN A WEEK ... FLIGHT SAFETY COURSES 
.. . AND WHY NOT? O NE DAY £85 

I JiJ!hy choose us? SPINNING FOR SAFETY - learn hov to 

* W e guarantee a minimum of40 flights or 
control your aircraft and avoid unwanted stalls 

I() hours per week- o r J cash refimd 
and spins 

* 1 \•veck course fe es start at £1 ')<)-less than SPINNING FOR FUN- >-q)lorc spinn ing 

£5 per flight! characte ristics under expert guidance 

* O ur instruct r · arc dedi cat d professionals- LAUNCH FAILURE RECOVERIES -
the best- w ith J m::tximum of3 pupils each conquer ' u r anxieties, even at I w level 

* O pen all year for cour:es at ~tU levels FIELD LANDINGS - . moothly, safely, 

* 80% of o ur pup ils choose to retu rn for successfully 

more <Jdvanccd train ing JUST HOW GOOD ARE YOU? -

* We use winches, '1erotows and motorgliders confidential asse . mcnt and personal 
to maximise your achievements development plan 

THE GLIDING CENTRE THE GLIDING CENTRE 
Shenington Airfield, Banbury, OX15 6NY Shenington Airfield, Ban bury, OX15 6NY 

Tel!Fax (01295) 688151 Tel!Fax (01295) 6 8151 

SPORTAV A SOARING C TR 
Austral ia's International 
Gliding Centre 
Tocumwal SR~ANE 

ADELAIDE \ 

Now including ULTRALIGHT TRAINING AND HIRE ~~= 

Situated an the &eautiful Murroy River with large open spaces for safe X-country Rights. MElBOURNE 

Personal achievements are daily events and National & World records are regularly \J 
achieved. Over 25 modem1 well maintained sailplanes to choose from. As of next season 
w e w ill also have availa&le a Nim&us 4DM lor X-country flying with lngo Renner, 4 times World Champion. 
The on·field dccommodation, restaurant and &ar facilities surrounded &y lawns, gardens and swimming 
pool complete the picture for a perfect gliding holiday with a friendly welcoming atmosphere. 

For further information please contact us 

SPORTAVIA SOARING CENTRE 
PO Box 78, TOCUMWAL 271 4, NSW, Australia 
Phone 61 (0) 58 742063 • Fax 61 (0 ) 58·742705 
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AMF Aviation Enterprises Ltd Memblalry Airfield, lambourn, 
Berkshire RG 16 7T J, UK 
Tel: 01418 72224 fllll: 01488 72224 

+ Come to tile professionals - you lcnow wltat you're geHing • 
Normally comes fully fitted 
and pointed. Including: front 
door, spore wheel, jockey 
wheel, sole double strut 
knuckle support struts. 
Conventional rigging on or 
off the trailer. Jacking belly 
trolley. lots of options to suit 
your preferences 

il • • 
iliOM~ • 
~ • • • • 

GT 2000 LIFT TOP TRADITIONAL DROOP SNOOT 

LAK-12 
From Lithuania - the best deal around: 
20.5m span- 2 piece wing- flaps. 
Fibreglass & carbon fibre construction. 

Designed for the tight 
budget. Specify your own 
options. Specify your own 

fittings- use existing 
fillings if you like. Proven 

design with over 320 built to 
dote and 16 years' 

experience. Very suitable for 
dubs and 2 seaters 

Max UO 48: 1 Tail dolly etc. Rigging aids 
Fully instrumented 42 gallons water ballast Full C of A granted 
Empty weight: 8201b Superb fibreglass !ratter 
Ideal for cross-country minded Individuals and clubs 
New Price: £22800 (approx) ex Hus. Bos. for complete new outfit includtng VAT. 
Fully refurbished LAK 12's also available occasionally. Ring for details. 

Demonstrator available. contact agents: 

BALTIC SAILPLANES Ltd. 
Baltic Sailplanes Ltd., 46 The Woodlands, Market Harborough, 
Leicestershire LE16 7BW 
Tel: 01858 467723; 01536 85552 (office hours); 01536 81777 (evenings) 
Fax: 01858 467137 

ZULU GLASSTEK LTD 
* High quality repairs completed on time 

* General maintenance, wax polishing, hard seaJing and instru
ment installation 

* We supply Garmin 100 mounts, tyres & tubes, bard seals, 
battery boxes, instrument accessories, taU skids & tip rubbers 

Pete Wells 
Home & Fax 01844 201028 

Workshop 01844 208157 
Mobile 0831 273792 

Pop· Top Glide r Pilots Parachute 
State of the art in emergency parachutes 
The Pop-Top. External seated pilotchute providing the fastest possible deployment. 
Fully encased risers resulting in a snag free parachute container system . 
Steerable parachutes in a range of sizes to suit all sizes of pi lots . 
Soft, slim line design for the ultimate in comfort 
British built, quality assured to BS 5750 
Reliability, comfort and efficiency when it matters 

THOMAS Sports Equipment Limited 
Lofty's Loft · Pinfold Lane • Bridlington • North Humberside· Y016 5XS • Tel : 01262 678299 
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LASH AM 
Planning this year? 

LASHAM offers 
One to one: Your own instructor and glider for the day -

whatever you want 
Two or five day courses: ab-initio training, low numbers produces rapid 

results 
Advanced courses: early solo or aspiring cross-country 
X-country courses: run by champions for those who want to be 

standard to advanced and beyond by instructors 
who know 

Aerobatic courses: 

OR 
Bring your own glider along for the day, 
launches and lunches always available. 

Tel: 01256 381322 or 01256 381270 
Lasham Gliding Society, Lasham Airfield, Alton, Hants GU34 SSS. 

Lasham
a special 
way to fly 

SOUTHDOWN AERO SERVICES LTD 
MAINTAINING AND REPAIRING GLIDERS AT LASHAM SINCE 1957 

WE CAN OFFER 
+ FAST HIGH QUALITY REPAIRS IN GRP, CARBON (SKINS AND SPARS), 

KEVLAR, METAL, WOOD 

+ GELCOAT REFINISHING TO THE HIGHEST STANDARD 

+ COMPETITIVE PRICES FOR C OF A INSPECTION, COLLECTION AND 
DELIVERY CAN BE ARRANGED 

+ lNSTRUMENT PANELS MADE AND INSTALLED 

+ COMPETITION SEALS FITTED + HARD WAX POLISHING 

+ CAA APPROVED WELDING + LLOYDS APPROVED REPAIRS 

LASHAM AIRFIELD, ALTON, HANTS GU34 5SR 
TELEPHONE/FAX 0 1256~381359 
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THE NEW WAVE CENTRE 
IN THE ITALIAN AL.PS 

SONDRIO 
We operate from CAIOLO/SONDRIO east of Lake Como 
between February and May every year. The airfield has 
a good weather factor and the area offers ridge-soaring 
excellent thermals in early spring and waves to more 
than 25,000ft. Our experienced staff provides tug
service, mountain-instruction and local meteo- ~ 
rological advice. Fly our Janus, LS4. Twin, 
Astir or bring your own glider. 

Fax for more information: SEGELFLUGSCHULE IF'ttt. 
0049-5202-72363 OERLINGHAUSEN '-!.....' 
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• 
LARGE RANGE 

OF SHAPES 
AND SIZES 

FOR GLIDERS 
AND LIGHT 
AIRCRAFT 

• 
EX-STOCK 

• 
Bob Reece 

REMATIC 
School House 

Norton 
Nr Worcester WR5 2PT 

Tei/Fax Worcester 
(01905) 821334 

Mobile Tel: 
0589 786838 

Flugplatz • D-4811 Oerlinghausen • T el· 0049-52.02-7901 

Insurance costs too high? 
Looking for cover now? 

Please call us now on 
Mansfield (01623) 822282 

orFax(01623)822695 
and ask for 

Lendal Fogg or Kay Stallard 

---·----
* Pilot personal accident 

insurance up to £25,000 
(FREE) 

* No claim bonus on hull and 
liability up to 20% 

* Including competition 
flying (UK) 

* No charge for BGA 
instructors - as pilots 

* Premium credit facilities 

* Premium payable by Visa or 
Access 

For further details or a quotation, 
please contact: 

FABEN INSURANCE 
CONSULTANTS 
Assurance House 
3 East Lane, Edwinstowe 
Mansfield, Notts. NG21 9QN 

PW-5 WORL.D CL.ASS GLIDER 
PUT YOUR NAME TO ORDER BOOK 

EX FACTORY PRICE 1:9999 

Also Eastern European second hand gliders, 
motor gliders. spare parts, trailers. engines and 
vintage gliders for unbeatable prices. Contact: 

EUROINDEX (UK) • FAX: 0141·946 5829 

WINCHING WIRE 
• Available in stranded cable 

4mm, 4.5mm and 5mm diameter 
• High tensile galvanised steel 
• Special coated wire for use on 

runway 

• Tost release rings and weak 
links and splicing ferrules 
available 

• Also cable parachutes and 
shock absorber ropes 

BEST PRICES for gliding clubs
supplied by glider pilot 

DAVID GARRARD 
Bridge Works, Gt Barford, Bedford 

Tel: 01234 870401 

C OF A OVERHAULS 
TO ALL TYPES OF SAILPLANES 

FULL TIME SENIOR INSPECTOR 

J·OHN SMOKER 
9 ANSON WAY 

BICESTER, OXON 
Tel: Bicester 01869 245422 

WORKSHOP, NR. HINTON A/F 
Portable 0850 654881 

RESTORATIONS 
and repairs to wooden gliders 

of al l ages a speciality 

SKIDS 
Laminated ash skids for 

most of the popular gliders 
supplied from stock. 

Others made to order 

TRAILERS 
Aluminum sheeting 

on steel frame 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 
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1-J:. LAKE 
KEEPIT 

AUSTRALIA 
YES we are back in business 

after the big fire 

* New fleet 
* New facilities 
* Same great soaring site 
* Friendly Club atmosphere 
* The Holiday Soaring Centre 

LAKE KEEPIT SOARING CLUB 
TAMWORTH NSW 2340 

Tel + 61 18 867 753 
Fax + 61 67 697 547 

UNSECURED 
LOANS 
FOR AVIATION PURPOSES' INCLUDING 

GLIDERS & SAILPLANES 
FROM £750 TO £15,000 • No Arrangement Fee Charged 

For a brochure includin~ our terms fo r competitive 
Aviation loans please write or telephone FREE 

First Aviation Finance Ltd 
Freepost (SW9090) London SW I W OYA 

0800 37 14 91 
Open: Mon- f'rl 8am· 8pm - Sat-Su-n 9am-5pm 

A~·e hmit 20-67 Subject 10 :,t.atus · . 
A ~uaramee may be required Lkensed Credit Brok.e~. 

Mcmberolrhe Con.sumcr Crt'dit T1.adl.' A<.<;odation 
Member o t tht..· Fin<.~ nee Industry StandardsAssocl.srlon 
Full written details. including a quotation. on H:qu~t 
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Weather not good enoug!J to fl.v again? 

TRY MOTORGLJDING 
YOU'LL GET 

More flying days • More time in the air 
WE OFFER 

• Intensive courses or by the hour 
for selflnunclJing /ll(J for glider PP/., g roup A PP!. 

or lJrtJII.Ze .,. Siltter COI/f:crsio11s 

• .1:.'50.00 dual £40.00 solo 
• Frienllly club atmosphere 

So next time y ou're 
grounded . .. why not phone 

........ THE ........ 

_/! MOTOR GLIDER "'-. 
CENTRE 

Hlnton-in-the-Hedgcs Airfield 
Te l: Ba nbury 01295 812775 

or 01865 370814 

GLIDER 
INSTRUMENTS 

(M. G. Hutchinson) 

Repairs and overhauls 
carried out 

P.Z.L. Sales and Service 

Barograph Calibration centre 

Write or phone: 

'Tanfield' 
Shobdon 

Nr. Leominster 
Herefordshire HR6 9LX 

Te l 01 568 708 368 
(answering machine) 

Oxfordshire Sportflying Club 
The Premier 

Motor-gliding School 
* Conven your Bronze/Silver badge to a 

Self-Launching Motor-Glider PPL 

* We teach and examine for Bronze C field 
landing exercises 

* Silver C conversions at a special rate 

* We will fly to your Club for the weekend 
for block field landings and navigation 
training (special rates considered) 

* Ab initio training 

* Trial lessons 

Discover motor-gliding 
and how it can help 
you in lhe world 
of pure gliding. 

For details call on 01608 677208 

Open seven days a week 

INTERNATIONAL 
GLIDING CLUB 

OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 

Don't miss out 
this winter 

If you want to 
expenence some 

of the best 
soaring in the 

world, then its got 
to be with the 

European 
Soaring Club at 

Mmabatho 

For hire: 
ASH25, LS6c, 

ASW20, 
Mosquito, Discus, 

Peg as us 

For the holiday of a 
lifetime 

The European Soaring Club 
Jill Burry 

Stream Barn 
Lasham 

Hants GU34 5SD 
Tel (01256) 381760 
Fax (01256) 381171 
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+ ALL PRICES + VA T + 

lcom Radios Resin Handgrips 
Lowest UK Prices Left or right hand 

SKYFORCE 
Loca tor £115 
Locator 11 £259 
Tr11cker £429 
Skymap £949 
GPS MADE EASY 

19mm -
1· tube fitting 
Plain £40 
with PTT £45 
PTT + 2 £85 
(RHand only) 

Delcom Air 960 (760 Channel) .. . ....... £189 
Approved/Panel mount ble radio complete with antenna 
nicad pack charger. & soft case. 
Panel Mount - Cast Aluminium . . . . . £32 
1 2v External Power Adaptor. . . ... £20 

New low pricec GPS navigation from around ... £150 
Garmin GPS 90 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £499 
Magellan EC 1 Ox (GPS with h1gh res map). . . . . £1279 
Mngellan Skyblazer LT (AVD with lots of features) . £349 
Magellan Meridian (900 kts speed range) . . .... . . . £199 

Small windsock 1m long .. . £15 inc VAT and del 

Medium windstock 1 6m long .. . . £25 inc VAT and del 

L YNOHURST TOUCHDOWN SERVICES L TO 
64 Wellands Road. Lyndhurst. Hants S043 7AD 

Tel 01703 282619 • Fax 282471 (M·0374 278902) 

FLY THE S-10 
IN SPAIN 

You can now fly the big tasks in the 
23 metre two seater under the guid
ance of Tug Willson. Fly 500- 750-
1 OOOks in year round thermals and 
wave. Learn to use the global posi
tioning system (GPS) and Cambridge 
varies. New apartment has satellite 
television (including Sky) and large 
swimming pool. Golf course within 5 
mins and miles of Mediterranean 
sand just 10 mins. 30 m ins from 
Alicante. 

CALL 

TUG WILLSON 
Phone/FaK 00 346-671-9196 

-Soarfhe
CANADIAN ROCKIES 

from Mountain Soaring Courses, Cross Country 
or Wave Hying 

The place to go home with all three 
diamonds in your hand 

• The best soaring pla(e in Canada • 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN' 
SOARING CENTRE ~TD ~--.~~ 
PO Box 1306, -
Golden, BC, VOA 1 HO 
Tel: 604 344 6665 • fox 604 344 7933 

(2} Blanik L-13, Pilatus 8-4, K6E 
and Phaebus 8 

\ \__ SuNSTATE 
SOARING 

< .-· -<.._ ' 
"""--• 

• 12 month season. 500 Km has been 
achieved in every month of the year 

• Easy access to Brisbane, Oold and 
sunshine coasts. Great Barrier Reef 
and Bunya National Parks 

• No Airspace problems, Huge paddocks 
unlimited visibility 

• Fleet includes Nimbus 2. ventus. LS4's. 
SZD55, PIK20D, Hornet 

+ Airport within town of 10,000 
+ Bad weather 1rebates 
• Booking deposit only A$200 

PO BOX 452 Oalby, 
Queensland, 4405, AUSTRALIA 
Pho ne: +61-<0115-169493 
Fax: +61-<017-33022085 

JOHN WRIGHT 

Com le 
1i aining 
Systems 
ForGI.ding 
C TG is based on a map of Finland around 
Rayskala. Eight fixed cross-country iasks, one 
blue day and a POST task are available to race 
round. Task selection is from a menu and the 
thermals are shown as circles, colour coded ac
cording to strength. 

Choose changing conditions and all thermals 
are marked green, their strength only revealed 
when you arrive. Seeing all the thermals at once, 
you can route plan more efficiently than in real 
life. I'd have preferred to see only those within 
30km of the current position. 

You can choose weak, medium, strong or rac
ing, with changeable (see above) or random con
ditions. Random gives a different thermal 
distribution every time, otherwise each task had 
its own individual pattern. Thus you can fly iden
tical tasks to investigate different tactics . The 
wind can be user defined, random or nil. 

Your glider is selected from five Standard 
Class (SZD-55 , LS-4, LS-7, DG-300 and 
Discus), three 15 Metre Class (ASW-20, ASW-
20c and Ventus C) and one Open Class glider 
(Nimbus 3) . Polar curves for each are built in 
and do produce different performances. I'd have 
liked a couple of lower performance gliders as 
well . Waterballast can be carried and dumped in 
flight. 

Clicking on a thermal or a point along the route 

HE HAS NINE LIVES -
YOU ONLY HAVE ONE! 
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TELEPHONE 01845 577341 
FAX 01845 577646 

REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE FOR YOUR SAILPLANE 

CONTACT: DEREK TAYLOR 

NORTH YORKSHIRE AILPLANES 
Unit R, Alanbrooke Industrial Park, Topcliffe, Thirsk, North Yorkshire Y07 3SE 
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COMPUTER SYSTEMS 

gives the distance to go. Enter the speed-to-fly, 
and the height you reach the thermal is displayed 
along wilh its strength and the option to pull up 
or climb to any height (the maximum is 2500m). 
Thermals decrease in strength above 2000m. 
Trying to climb higher gets you only half the ex
cess desired, and takes much longer to reach 
as if you've hicJng around in weakening lift , then 
given up and left. 

Carefully timed climbs established CTG's re
alism. Ballasted gliders climbed more slowly 
than empty ones. Flying fast, heavily ballasted 
gliders lost less height than light ones. At best 
glide for dry aircraft, the heavy gliders lost out 
being the wrong side of the drag curve. 

More subtly, the achieved rate of climb is less 
than expected. Arrive high and more time is 
spent centring than climbing , giving a low rate of 
climb (ROC). Arrive lower to spend more time 
actually climbing gives a higher achieved. ROC. 
Arriving much too slow also gives a low achieved 
ROC. Trouble centring? Weak lift lower down? 
The best ROC results from arriving around 
1000m- iework the correct height band! A baro
graph trace can be examined, saved or printed 
with the route taken for further analysis. 

CTG can be treated as a game, so what ben
efit is it to pilots? Instructors can show the inex
perienced cross-country pilots exactly what 
happens on taking every single thermal rather 
than the strongest, the error of always climbing 
to the maximum height and the correct speed
to-fly. The problem of using weak thermals going 
into wind , the advantages of· dolphining, ap
proaching downwind TPs high and carry
ing waterballast are easy to illustrate. As is 
choosing the route- follow the energy, the track 
line, or rush to the nearest thermal? 

All software can be improved and CTG is no 
exception. 11 needs built in metric electronic glide 
calculators. A thermal label should indicate the 
likely strength, the actual ROC varying slightly 
at random for more realistic decision making. I 
got mixed responses to CTG. Games-playing 
pilots liked it but those who rarely played com
puter games were not quite as pleased. 

System requirements - 386sx or greater, 
Windows 3.1, mouse, 4Mb of RAM, 3Mb of free 
disc space and an SVGA monitor (or VGA). The 
price of £54 is rather high but the demo is free. 
ModeiSoft Oy, who intend to continue develop
ing CTG, can be contacted on tel +358 54 4363 
933, fax +358 (9) 54 436 3931. &:1 

JOHN EDWARDS 
BGA Senior Inspector 

C ofA Inspections 
Repairs & Restorations 

Watenni ll Industrial Estate 
Aspenden Road, Buntingforcl 

Herts. SG9 9JS 
Tel: 01763 271612 (works) 

01763 289460 (home) 
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TRAVELLERS' TALES 

SPAIN 
Manuel Carmona tells us about the 
potential of his gliding club in 
central Spain 

We are a small' club in central Spain flying 
,from two sites, Campolara, 120km north-west of 
Madrid, and La lglesuela in the Sierra de Gredos, 
110km west of Madrid. The area is rightly called 
the Diamond mine of Spain. We fly throughout 
the year and are looking for pilots to come and 
join us and enjoy the strong thermals. 

There are few Spanish glider pilots now that 
the government have stopped the subsidy and 
private clubs have put up their prices, not that 
we aren't reasonable compared to UK charges. 

Campolara is a flat, field site from where there 
have been several 1 OOOkm flights . La lglesuela 
is our winter site where we combine wave and 
occasional thermal soaring, moving there for 
October through to mid-June. We have a seven 
day operation . Due to the unstable conditions 
flying training is often left until later in the day. 

Everyone is welcome and the site is ideal for 
experienced pilots with at least a Bronze badge. 
it is possible to claim a Silver badge in one flight 
with plenty of fields for landing. Those looking 
for more precious metals, or even Diamonds, 
should have no trouble in find ing them here. 

Our fleet, which is in very good condition, con
sists of a Grab Acro, Blanik, Astir CS and a 
Speed Astir. We have a Tost winch and a 
Pawnee, plus a Dimona. All gliders are fu lly in
strumented and witll parachutes and radio. 

There is plenty of good, cheap accommoda
tion in the nearby villages and towns but if you 
plan to visit in high summer give us a ring and 
we will book you in. Visitors are welcome with or 
without gliders. We have a friendly atmosphere 
and it is an interesting sightseeing area. 

For more details contact ENAIRE 
C/Fernandez de la Hoz, 62, Madrid , Spain 
2801 0, Tel +34 1399 1322, fax +34 1399 4768. 

FRANCE 
Gunther Burkert recommends a 
gliding site In the South of France 

H aving flown in Aosta and Sondrio in Italy and 
soared to great heights in Cerdanya in the south
ern Pyrenees , the wish to fly in the southern 
French Alps had never been ful filled. I had been 
deterred by my lack of French and tales that I 
must be able to communicate well in French. 
However, an advertisement in S&G (April issue, 
p123) for gliding in France with briefing in English 
encouraged me to visit Serres Le Batie 
Montsaleon at t11e end of May. The site is eight 
miles south of Apres sur Buech, a wel l known 
gliding site, but the difference is in Serres it is 
possible to fly in any wind direction. 

My wife and I also booked a pleasant chalet 
on the airfield which was well equipped. All we 
needed to provide was the bedding. 

After a thorough briefing and a 46min check 
flight in a Calif with the CFI , Klaus Ohlmann, I 
was free to fly an LS-4_ With Klaus in the Calif , 
four gliders were taken on a 41{>hr lead and fol
low flight over the mountains, Klaus giving guid- • 

~ JSW SOARING 
~/ 

'Aquarius· (Dual Weight) Calculators .. .. .. .. £13.50 

Wind Component Resolvers ..... ... .......... .. .. £6.50 

'Gemini' Calculators 
(Resolver on Reverse Side) __ . ........ .. £13.50 

Flight Planning Rulers ... .... £4.50 

Protective Wallets for Calculators & Rulers are 
now included 

'Dolphin' vario Conversions from ... .. ... .. ... £40.00 

SAE for Product Details to: 

34 CASWELL DRIVE, SWANSEA 
W. GLAM SA3 4RJ 

BR IA WEARE-AERO 
ALL TYPES OF GLIDER AND MOTOR GLIDER 

MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR. FROM SMALL TO THE 
LARGE INSURANCE REPAIR. REFABRICATING OF 

TUGS. VINTAGE GLIDER AND AIRCRAFT 
RESTORATIONS. 

GLIDER WORKS 
DUNKESWELL AIRPORT 

HONITON, DEVON EX1 4 ORA 

Phone: 
Works (01404) 891338 
Home (01404) 41041 
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was the oldest pilot I was invited to navigate in 
the Calif which gave me a chance to see more 
of the mountains and countryside. 

Over the next few days we had some spec
tacular flights and I logged nearly 19hrs. 

AUSTRA:LIA 
John Stockwe/1 reports on 
Sunstate Soaring at Dalby, 
Queensland 

D alby is a very flat site on the Darling Downs 
about 225km west of Brisbane and is an easy 
3hr drive. The airfield is on the outskirts and ac
commodation ranges from cheap to reasonable. 

The weather is superb. A subtropical climate 
ensures dry sunny days for most of the year with 
500kms being flown throughout the year. While 
I was there in December cloudbases were typi
cally 800011 at midday rising to 900011. The large 
surrounding fields make for safe outlandings and 
easy aerotow retrieves. 

Sunstate Soaring was started by Stephen 
Smith, who was previously at Lake Keepit, with 
Mark Laird and Andrew Ward, who are both 
Nationals pilots. They have a Puchatek KR-03A 
two-seater and an LS-4, Ventus B, ASW-20A, 
PIK 20o, SZD-55 and a Hornet , all wel l instru
mented and fully equipped. Launching is by a 
Pawnee. 11 is an extremely efficient operation 
with ground handling kept to a minimum. 

I had a check flight in the Puchatek followed 
the next morning by a local familiarisation ride 
before being let loose on the LS-4 for the week. 
During that time the best lift I found was 13.2kt, 
the highest I reached was 950011 agl and in six 
days I flew some 31 hrs and approximately 
1800km, including 300km for Diamond goal. 

Phi/ Jarvis visited Lake Keepit 
Soaring Centre in New South 
Wales - both these clubs advertise 
in S&G 

Keepit is about 6hrs north-east from Sydney 
and the obvious route is via the Hunter Valley 
wine region . Keepit dam is the biggest man 
made lake in Australia and although miles from 
anywhere is a national park with its own infras
tructure for tourists- sailing, windsurfing and 
swimming mainly. We rented a luxury air-condi
tioned mobile home with room tor fou r and at 
around $45 a day it was excellent value. 

The airfield is at one end of the lake and has 
a vast rambling clubhouse plus hangarage, all 
powered by batteries and solar cells with the oc
casional top-up by generator. 

Briefing by lan MacPhee, the CFI/boss, was 
thorough , but very laid back. Flying started with-
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out urgency at around noon in clear air with the 
Cus popping. 

After a site check fl ight in a Twin Astir I settled 
into my rented LS-7. Cloudbase throughout the 
week was about 6500ft above the site but they 
all fly QNH so the altimeter was reading 120011 
more. This is a point to watch on final glides! 

My longest fligl1t was 320km. 
The people are very friend ly, the conditions 

excellent and the wi ldlife fascinating. Kangaroos 
grazing on the strip in the late afternoon can be 
difficult to spot from the air. My thanks go out to 
a voice on the radio that advised me after I had 
called finals on my last day that I was flying 
straight towards a herd of kangaroos and should 
deviate 50m to my right. 

For 500kms and above the time to go is sum
mer, but the autumn (March/ April) is less scorch
ing with fewer flies. 

I shall return to Keepit and recommend it with
out reservation. My wife, Wendy, who is not 
noted for her love of gliding sites, thoroughly en
joyed her stay as well. 

USA 
Sandy Harrup has visited two 
gliding sites in America 

The Mid Georgia Soaring Association is based 
at Monroe Airfield, about 20 miles east of Atlanta. 
They fly at weekends from "noon till sundown" 
and on weekdays if arranged in advance. 

lt is an extremely friendly club and visitors can 
fly as guest members. They have a Grab 103, 
Blanik and a Scweizer i-34 and Pawnee tug. 

lt was so nice to fly something that was so 
noiseless again - I was in the States on a dis
abled flying scholarship. 

The Atlanta Soaring Club is at Etowah Bend 
Airport , Kingston, north-west of Atlanta. lt is open 
at weekends and on major holidays. Weekday 
flying can be arranged. Like the Mid Georgia, it 
is a private club which means the gliders are pri
vately rather than club owned, but they do offer 
training . 

They have a Blanik and Grab 103, with the 
solo flying in the Blanik, and a Pawnee and 
Super Cub. lt has a 380011 grass runway and a 
comfortable air-conditioned clubhouse. Thermal 
and wave are the usual source of lift. 

There is another gliding site at the foot of 
Stone Mountain which is near to Atlanta, but this 
mainly caters tor tourists wanting to see the 
mountain from the air. They appear to tow you 
around the mountain, only letting you off tow to 
land. 

For more details. contact the Soaring Society 
of America, Box E. Hobbs, New Mexico, 88240 
1308, Tel 001 505 392 1177. i:1 

To make sure of getting your copy 
of S&G take out a subscription with 
the BGA. See details on p288. 

JOHN HENDERSON 

11 LEARNED 
ABOUT 
GLIDING 
FROM THAT 
John hasn't mentioned the name 
of his club to avoid potential em
barrassment. He soloed in late 
June and the incident he describes 
happened in early August in a T-21 

The club flies from an E/W grass strip sur
rounded largely by farm land but with a small 
number of houses and a caravan park close to 
our eastern perimeter. There is a small town 
within three miles as the crow fl ies. Prevailing 
winds are south-westerly. 

lt was a blustery day with a south-west wind. 
Sy told me to do a right hand circuit , so that I 
would be doing the base leg into wind, and to 
stay close to the airfield. 

I got 1200ft off the launch, right into a ther
mal. I was going up at a fine rate of knots, the 
green lift indicator trying to burst through the top 
of tile vario tube. At about 31 OOft it was very tur
bulent and to be honest I was getting a bit ner
vous- 31 OOft is a long way up or down! 

But what a terrific view. I could see a whole 
circle of the sea right up the coast and also into 
the glens. As I climbed I was being blown north
easterly away from the airfield over the sawmill 
and towards a town. As I was getting a bit anx 
ious I decided to head back towards the airfield. 

As I still had plenty of height I went and had a 
look at my house some two miles south-west of 
the airfield, but by then I was beginning .to lose 
height. I had been in the air for nearly 20min and 
began to wonder whether I could stay airborne 
for another 1 Omin for a Bronze leg. 

I began looking for another thermal without 
luck and as I was fast approaching 1 OOOft it was 
time to make decisions. 

I was back over the sawmill at about 900ft and 
had been flying for 21 min . Although it is con
stantly emphasised by instructors that in decid
ing the high key point etc the prevailing 
conditions are of paramount importance, it is 
often the case, in light winds, that I start ci rcuits 
at around 900ft and arrive over the threshold too 
high and land safely, but quite far down the field. 

Since I was in a position from where a final 
approach might be made, although much further 
out than normal, I made the mistake of th inking I 
had plenty of height and did a 360° turn away 
from the airfield, again looking for a thermal. 

As I cont inued the turn I could hear my in
structor's voice: "Once you've made your deci
sion , even if you are too high, land. Don't circle 
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to lose height and especially don't turn away from 
the field ." 

That brought me down to about 700ft and I 
decided to glide straight in from there. But due 
to my lack of experience I hadn't considered the 
wind strength. The glider virtually sat still in the 
wind and as I neared the field I encountered the 
most horrendous sink. 

lt became increasingly clear I wasn't going to 
get in. I'm glad to say I didn't panic. I knew that if 
I kept my present heading I would undershoot 
into a field whicl1 was very short and run into the 
barbed wire fence. So I chose the next accept
able field which was a good bit longer and had 
just been harvested. Although there were young 
trees at the end I brought the glider down with
out damage to me or it and stopped well before 
the tree line. 

In my defence I can say that shortly after I 
landed two experienced pilots in single-seaters 
were caught out in the same way and had to por
poise their machines to clear the perimeter fence 
and get into the field. 

Fortunately the lield I landed in was long 
enough. the trees at the end low enough and 
there was a gap in the fence to get the cable in, 
so the DCFI was able to fly the glider out and so 
recovery was relatively easy. 

Shortly afterwards it was decided that condi
tions were too rough and the T-21 was put to 
bed . So that was my flying over for the day. I 
can't say I was sorry. 

I think I have learned some valuable lessons 
from my experience. Above all to think about cur
rent conditions and adjust accordingly - no 
tablets of stone for me. ~ 

October/November 1995 

AESOP THE THIRD 

THE FIIRST GLIIDING 
CLUB ••• a fable* 
*[fa'ble n story not founded on fact; false statement; lie; short 
story, esp with animals as characters, conveying a moral] 
Oxford English Dictionary 

l,,, loog ago, befoce Pooti" had hi' fi<OI 
air experience flight, the face of the world was 
inhabited by great animals who ruled the un
known Universe - as they knew it. These ani
mals called themselves dinosaurs. They knew 
everything worth knowing, and ignored every
thing else. Their success by merely existing for 
hundreds of million years proved they were 
right. 

One day a gathering of vast and ancient di
nosaurs were standing about in a wrinkled group 
telling each other long, disjointed tales of things 
which may have happened millions of years pre
viously. Suddenly a stranger arrived on the 
scene. This tiny newcomer introduced himself 
as The First Mammal. The dinosaurs turned their 
broad backs on the intruder and continued their 
tales ollong ago. 

The little mammal noticed that although all the 
dinosaurs were talking away merrily, none of 
t11em seemed to be listening . The mammal won
dered if all dinosaurs were deaf and, unwisely, 
decided to test this theory by standing behind 
one of these vast reptiles and yelling his hugest 
yell. The dinosaur gave a slight start (disproving 
the theory) and stepped backwards, squashing 
the mammal flat. This delayed· evolution (and 
Charles Darwin) by another several hundred mil
lion years. 

When , after a few million years, the next tiny 
mammal came to the area the dinosaurs were 
still telling the same old tales of long ago. In fact , 
this may have been exactly the same group of 
dinosaurs. As t11e little mammal approached the 
chattering giants he noticed a vast dinosaur FLY
ING overhead. The tiny mammal trotted along 
below the airborne Pterosaur until the gigantic 
thing flopped to the ground in a flurry of dust and 
tussocks. 

The breathless Pterosaur was soon sur
rounded by various other dinosaurs who pulled 
the Pterosaur to the brink of a high sea cliff, at
tached a liana to his beak and heaved him over 
the edge. After a rather unsteady start, he soared 
away for yet another circuit and landing. 

The little mammal was very excited by this 
new experience and decided that it looked like 
great fun. e scampered over to the nearest di
nosaur and said, "Hello, Mr Dinosaur, sir, do you 
think I could have a go at this flying business, 
please?" 

Total silence fell on the group. Dinosaurs 
looked carefully in every direction except at the 
little mammal. The mammal spoke again ... and 

was ignored again. The Pterosaur was so dis
tracted by the sudden silence from the ground 
party that he forgot all about airspeed and wind 
shear and spun off his final turn - thus providing 
an early supper for a passing Tyrannosaurus 
Rex. The remaining dinosaurs lumbered off 
under some very tall trees to have· a very seri
ous discussion. 

They were all very confused and upset by the 
thought of an outsider, particularly a mere mam
mal, wanting to join in with their group. After just 
a few decades of discussion they decided to form 
an exclusive club . This would keep outsiders 
away for good and all. First they formed a club 
committee composed of the oldest and most 
wrinkled dinosaurs. 

At their first committee meeting they all 
elected each other to honorary life membership 
of the club. Then they thought about a name for 
the club, and decided on "The Dinosaur Gliding 
Club." That should keep non-dinosaurs at bay I 
The Pteranodon smiled because he was a glider 
but, after a slight pause of about 25 years, the 
Pterodactyl stood to address the Chairosaur. 

He requested that the club name be changed 
to "The Dinosaur Gliding and Flying Club", as he 
occasionally flapped his wings. The Chairosaur 
thought about this for only a split-month or so 
and snapped back, "Why?". 

The Pterodactyl , whose short-term memory 
wasn 't as good as his hindsight, rep lied. "Why 
what?" The Bracyasaurus, whose hearing wasn't 
as good as it had been, sat up, opened one eye 
and said, "Why not, indeed?" The ensuing vote 
was unanimous and thus the name of the club 
was changed - although brackets were added 
later, by a passing Carpenterodon. 

The little mammal returned again because he 
was really keen on the idea of flying. He found 
all the club members back in their best chatter
ing form , reminding each other how much better 
the world had been in the good old Palaeocene 
days before mammals were invented. The di
nosaurs were in a good mood because they had 
just taken delivery of a new two-seater Pterosaur 
to replace the single-seater devoured by 
Tyrannosaurus Rex , so they actually spoke to 
the little mammal. 

The mammal begged to join the club because 
he reaHy wanted to fly. The dinosaurs stood 
about in thei r usual wrinkled groups and told the 
mammal (and each other) many more tales of 
the long long ago. The mammal finally piped up 
and said, "Yes, that's all very interesting, but • 
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what about tomorrow?" 
Another sudden silence, and a carelessly 

placed foot (some 4.875sq metres in area) 
ended the life of anot11er mammal and delayed 
evolution once again . 

The dinosaurs looked at each other while one 
member scraped at the sole of this foot in an off
handed manner. One member developed an 
extra wrinkle on his receding brow and asked , 
"Tomorrow? Tomorrow? What's this thing about 
tomorrow?" 

The club committee gathered around to con
sole him. "Don't worry , old boy. Dinosaurs will 
last forever. We have been unchanged for mil
lions of years and will remain so forever. 
Remember our proud motto of 'Status Quo' 
Don't worry about 'tomorrow' . Whatever it is, it 
never comes." 

They were, of course, absolutely right. 

CLASS FlED 
SECTION 
TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THE CLASSIFIED 
SECTION, please send your remittance l ogether with a copy 
ol y our warding to Ti ff any Rolfe, BGA, Kimbe rley House, 
Vaughan Way, Leicester LE1 4SE (Tel 0116 2531051 or Fax 
0116 2515939). bel ore November 3 for next publication. Any 
adverl isemenls re c.e ived after l h is date w ill be carr ied 
forward to the netl edi tion ol S&G. Rat8$ 70p p r word wilh 
a m!nlmum of £14.00. BlacK & White photographs accepted 
£6.00 extra. Box No. £3 .00 extrn . Prices include VAT. 

FOR SALE 

BOCIAN ESA (I s i one produced) Firs! class condilion . can be 
supplied with open trailer. al ter for hull around £5000, !tal ler 
£750, K-8 also for sale. Contact Harry Middleton. The Soaring 
Centre. Husbands Bosworlh Airf ield. Lulterworlh. Leics. LE 17 
6JJ. Tel01858880521. 

DISCUS BTWL hull or comple!e oullit. s~nsible offers only! 
Very sound sleel alumin1um trailer buil t for Calil. £1500 . 01844 
201028. 

TUTOR 1953. Low hours. ColA Apnl 95. Can be seen ngged at 
Su ltan Bank and flown on your 1nsurance Oile rs invited. 
Tei!Fax 01964 550278. 

ASTIR CS 77 low hours. good panel. varies . rad1o. parachute. grp 
covered tra tler , oxygen, one man tow-out gear , water. £12 000 . 
Tel Laurence Brown. 01455 209055 (eve) 01 16 2586578 (day). 

PHOEBUS 17C 42: 1. Very good condi lion. in struments. oxy· 
gen. met, f trai ler. rigging aids and one man tow-out. £10 500. 
01480 880492. 

DISCUS B including Cobra trailer. wingle ts, fin lank. lull camp 
panel, self tow-out, one owner from new. never broken . 
£10 000 saving over new ki t (maybe shares at Nympslield, 
maybe hull only) Conlact Ray 01249 444880. 

K-6CR Nose and belly hooks. radio. flight director. audio vario, 
m irnum glide indicalor. par:achule, barograph. wing dolly. rig
ging aids, covered trailer. £5500 ono. Tel: 01603 455677. 

STD CIRRUS vgc new C ot A, based Lasham. GAP trailer. 
parachu1e. ngglng and low-out gear. Panel includes Cambridge 
VarioiDi reclor, tu rn co-ord. ox ygen. radio. £1 2 900 ono . New 
spares (will ell individually) M in and rear wheel asse111blies. 
Tost re lease . elevator linkages and bearings. £490 ono. 
T eliFax 0 1932 350051 . 

K-13 Wreckage from a majo r spin In accidenl. Wil l rebuild il you 
have the time. skill and pali enc Oilers : 01 244 345856. 
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REVIEW 
Accidents To Gliders- 1994, published by the 
BGA and from the office at £2 .25 including p&p. 

As usual this makes grim reading but it is vital to 
have a copy handy for all club members if we 
are to become more aware of the dangers and 
pitfalls of the sport and how they can be avoided. 
But sadly the message seems slow in getting 
through. 

Yet again there is death and serious injury 
from the failure to rig correctly - and this usually 
means an elevator that isn't connected . As Bill 
Scull points out in the accident analysis at the 
front, it is less of a problem in other countries 
"simply because they require duplicate and 'pos
itive' control checks .'Positive' means having 
someone holding t11e control surface so that the 
connection can be felt by the reaction when the 

SCOTTISH GLIDING UNION K-8 with good open trailer . well 
maintained and reasonably priced !or quick sale . £3700 ono. 
Phone Alan dayt1me 0 t383 51 0653 nigh! 01383 51 1917. 

K-6E 1971 excellent condition . Audio vario, radio. parachute. 
winler barograph. low-oul kil , alumimum trailer. ColA July 96. 
Hangared all year. £9500 no oilers. Tei!Fax 01 508 488121. 

NIMBUS JOT 1/4 share in s!eel porlable hangar. AtH. L NAV. 
repealer. GPS Localor 11. Based Nympsfield. Tel 01453 
844018. 

PHOEBUS 17M, 42:1, excellent condition. relinished complele 
w1th English inst ruments. 720ch radio. barograph, closed trailer, 
£7400 (negotiable). Tel (32) 52 35 01 58 (Belgium;. 

LS.7WL Hull on ly. Newest in UK w1th lactory forted winglets and 
normal lips. As new condi tion woth a host ol extras including tail 
wheel , electric bug wi pers. tail battery box and spare bal last 
bags. Tel. 01949 860350 (l1ome) 01t 59 21 1899 (wo rk). 

KtB Excellent condition wi th standard panel plus electric varlo. 
Good covered trailer. £4500 T et 01488 58246 or 01635 44364. 

LAK-12 Fully refurbished to the hlghesl slandard . Three avail
able now: more to come. Priced individual ly, re flecting hours 
flow~ etc . More details? Phone Bailie Sailplanes: 0 1858 
467723 or Fax 01858 467137. 

ASTIR CS77 - excellenl condition. all mods complele . good 
panel and radio. C of A. aluminium maintenance free trailer. 
One of the best Astirs in the country a! £11 000. LX400, EW 
Logger, printer and camera lead lor £1400. Nick 01793 783169. 

SKYLARK 38 (F MODS) N H, T& S. eleclnc and PZL varies. 
radio, oxygen and parachule. New pu rpose built covered trailer. 
C of A Apri l 96 . £3950. 01 642 312268 or 01642 783819 or 
01325 720573. 

-?'--~ 

/~ ~ 
Cotswold Gliders 

!Prop. T. Co.a) 

HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN 

control column (or other control•) is moved." 
He adds that clubs will adopt this method 

when they have had a serious accident but oth 
ers will not , some even refusing to. "Such atti
tudes" he adds "stem from attitudes of 
complacency and invulnerability." 

Apparently there is a similar reluctance to use 
the safety pins in L'Hotellier connections be
cause they are difficult to put in place, whereas 
in Germany it is mandatory. 

Two fatal accidents were due to the perenn ial 
cause- spinning. Both pilots were very experi
enced which is an indication that experience isn't 
a guarantee of immunity. 

"All pilots" Bill stresses "should recognise that 
the chances of recovering from a spin low down 
are minimal . The only protection is accurp.te 
speed control and balanced flight." 

The crumb of comfort is that there was a slight 
fall in the accident rate compared with the year 
before- 146 in 1994 and 163 in 1993 

STD CIRRUS (Grab ) lmmaculale. Borgei i/Averager, oxygen, 
tow-out gear. no gel crazing. £1 3 500 . Al so AMF GT2000 lilt· 
top lrailer. £3000 . Tel 01 343 54 7784. 

ASW·24 For sale. Vertical tips. Instrumen ts as requi red. RING 
0844 353859 or 0844 354304. 

GLIDER FINDER 
NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY, DON 'T WAIT 

UNTIL SPRING WHEN EVERYONE IS 
LOOKING . YOU CAN SAVE UP TO I 0% ON 
PRI CES BETW EEN NO\V AND JANUARY. 

I now have rhe larges t source of in fo rm at ion on 
wh t i. fo r sa le and where . Be low are a few 
exam p les o f what is for sale at the mom ent. 

Prices are for complete outfits delivered to UK. 

ASH 25 choice o f six .. £70/90K 
ASIV 19's va ri ous .. £17/20K 
AS IV 20's .. . . £ 19122 K 
Di scus Cho ice . . .. Circa £36 K 
Ventus B . . . .... £26 K 
Ventus C ... . £40K 
Ka13 's. . . . . £15/22 K 
Grob Twins . . . . £22/28K 
Acro twin 3 . . .... . ...... • . • .. ..... .. . . £40K 
LSb B/C . . . . £Ask 

1 DG 500's Cho ice o f fi ve . . ...... .. £Ask 

T(~erc are loo ll llfll Y avnilnhlr to lisl. pk«se call itllil 11sk for 
full del11ils wul fixed prke foo· deliver~ to you reod~ to fl~ 

Con tact : UK +44 101 1420 88664; Fax 101 1420 542003 
Germany +4923 1822 18 1 Te i/ Fax 

Glassfibre, carbon , kevlar, wood and metal inc. alloy . Blanik repair Agent. 
All types of repair undertaken- Motor glider engine approval 
Kestrei/Libelle aileron drive rebuilds , also rudder drive NDT testing 
Machining facilities for oversize wing pins, axles , control rods etc . Tig welding. 

Tony Cox (Senior Inspector) 
18 Stanton Harcourt Road, Witney, Oxon OX8 6LD LLOYDS APPROVED 
Tel: Workshop 01993 779380 Office/Fax 01993 774892 CAA APPROVED COMPANY 
Email: tonycox@cotsgllde.win-uk.net Al/9182189 
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--·--TOWBARS TO TRUST 
e Rntc.o;.,!ot"'""t<on-..s e Solcty...,ing lo B.S. and l.SO 

c:frm;tn wuh OIW A nul1ion ~tondc:.ds. 
-oor.~ e Guorontced larlih. * Yellow Poge:s for your nearest ~peciolist ftttttr or stockist. 

W mER TOWBARS, CHESTER CH l 3 LL 
T alephone: 01 244 341166 

JANTAR STD 3, LAK-12 AND L-1 3 BLANIK all overhauled 
Wllh latest bulletms litted. equipped wtth stand rd InStruments 
Excellent condilion. Buy direct lrom !he Bailie states mo.t r&
spected and repulabl company. Tal 00 370 49 54693 Tei!Fax 
00 370 49 52804. English speaking. 

EASY ONE-PERSON RIG. Holds 3 UK records. Sport Vega 
EDZ based Nympsl ield. Excellent cond1110n Relinished t 99 t . 
Mylar sealed. Superb airbrakes. Aulo-cormect conlrols. Spamous 
cockpit Comprehensive panel. Radio. Scholield lrailer. T ow-oul 
kil. Years Col A. Proved early solo lo 3 Diamonds. £ t 2 500 ono. 
Tel : Geralyn Macladyen Ot453 872740. 

K-6E Very good condition, good panel, parachute, barograph, 
ngging and tow-out aids, wet and dry covers. good trailer. Tel: 
01759 3t8t09. 

DG-400 15117M 1989 Ex McLean demonstrator. Excellenl con· 
dition. Numerous exlras. Fully mainlained by UK-DG agent. all 
mods complied wilh, no crash history. The best DG-400 avail· 
able. New 3yr C of A. £49 000 ono. Graham Griffilhs Ot983 
874678 or Bob McLean 0 t904 738653. 

TRIMBLE FUGHTMATE GPS. £275. Ot 983 874678. 

PAWNEE TUGS available tor early delivery. Your choice cl en
gine. hushkit and colour. Bill Taylor. Pawnee Aviation. Ot733 
202837 (Phone/Fax). 

ASTIR CS77 - excellent condition. all mods complete, good 
panel and radio, C of A. aluminium maintenance free trailer. 
One of the best Asllrs in the country at £t t 000. LX400, EW 
Logger, printer and camera lead lor £t400. Nick Ot793 783t69. 

FAUVETTE, K-6 performance. recovered and rebuilt t 993194 , 
aerotow and winch hooks, T&S. metal trailer. rigging and tow
out gear. £4500. Tel: day Ot908 284743 evening Ot908 232483. 

DG-400 15117M, t987. 520hrs (engine 5111rs). one owner. very 
good condition. no crash history, agent maintained, full panel in
cluding Schuman vario. Cambridge l -NAV plus Garmin 50 GPS 
and Cobra trailer with all fittings. £46 000. Tel: Ot438 7 t 6977. 

VENTUS 2CT 15118M New !his winter. Full kit inc COBRA 
trailer. 112 share. lnlerested? Ot 244 345856. 

ASW 17, No '40'. Recently refinished, In n w metal irailer w1th 
excellent rigging aids. Full panel. covers. 'chute. The best of the 
20M gllclers; high performance. easy to fly and in lovely condi· 
tion. Tel G.Dale Ot 256 38t t69. 

ASTIR CS. Hull and inslruments including T&S. radio, 
Cambridge vario and tow-out gear. All mods compleled. 
£10 250. Tel 01293 883220. 

October/November 1995 

Development Manager 
Lleweni Pare 

Lleweni Pare has demonstrated its extraord inary po
tent ia l as a g l iding site, but now needs to be devel
oped further t o take maximum advantage of its assets. 
The t80 acres of the Pare support the g liding club with 
further possibilities for fishing, caravans, etc. 

A practical person is sought who will help develop the 
p rofit ble courses, AEI f lying and general income, 
whilst controll ing the club and expeditionary flying. 

Amongst the talen ts expected are, Ful l Cat/CFI, Tug 
Pilot, Motor Glider Instructor, BGA Inspector, common 
sense, ro lled up sleeves. Wellington boots etnd a sense 
o f humour. 

The owners/directors have gliding quali f ica t ions and 
will g ive every assistance, guiddnce and interference! 

If this cha llenge appeals, w ri te in the fi rst instance to: 

3 Meadow View, Sandy Lane, Chester CH3 SUW 

LS-6C 15117M. Hull and AMF trailer available now. Top perfor· 
manceat a b1g saving on the new price. Tet: Ot 256 38t361. 

PIK 20E SLMG. Excellent condition. GRP trailer. instruments. 
parachute. 720 radio. £25 000 ono. Tel 0 1226 28347t or Ot904 
738653. 

OLYMPIA 2B. Just a few hours flown since complete workshop 
overhaul and re 4 cover. In nev.• metal trailer with custom made 
metal fillings. Offers Box No tO. BGA, Kimberley House. 
Vaughan Way, Leicester. LEt 4SE. 

GLIDER COVERS - MADE TO MEASURE. Hardweanng . 
lightweight waterproof material. Any gliderfmotor glider. For de
tails contact iGC. Tel: 01 442 82888t Fax: 01442 85t54t . 

DART 15 Excellent condition. slandard panel plus CAV 11 audio 
vario and T&S. Parachute, barograph. well tilled GRP trailer. 
£5500. Telephone Mike Ot953 604512. 

SKYLARK 4, good condit ion, metal tra iler. good panel , baro 
graph. rigging aids, tow-out gear, radio. Syndicate disbanding. 
£3950 for quick sale. Tel Ot444 482778. 

K·2, broken. in very good large metal trailer. Best offer over 
£2000 . Phone Reg Browne 01232 423073 week days or 
Sundays after 9.00pm. 

STD CIRRUS, excellent condition. Glassfibre trailer. one man 
rig. one man tow-out. Currently bassd at Nympsfield. Phone 
Kevin on 0 t 453 828852 evenings. 

L-23 SUPER BLANIK TT 375hrs approximately, C of A to 
27/ 4196. Our demonstrator In excellent condllion. lmmed1ate 
delivery. Peter Clifford Go, Tei/Fax Ot49t 839316. 

ASTIR 77 and CS. Both have instruments and trailer. 77, 
£9995. CS £10 500. K-6 basic ins ruments no tra1ler £3500. K-7 
basic Instruments no trailer £3500. Contact day Ot869 243020 
evenings Ot636 626883. 

PE GAS US - complete outfit including comprehensive panel 
and trailer. Very good condillon. low hours. Telephone 019t 
385 5515. Ot9t 584 3011 or 0973 348 929 for further details. 

Looking forward to winter? 
Suar the d~u-. upcn skie. uf ttustrvlla'.t bt•.d ,,·tutrlu.~ territory. 
f.:\pnicncc )!.rtal condi tiuns anti tnp fadfUit:~ v. llh pcr.~fulJIIlud 

M:rt'ict!. ft~ nur IO(l rnn_ge 01' :• il_plancs oll (ufl> CCtU ipr~cd 
from 2 .\· NimbiiS 3•s to Cirrus. 

Cunl.a.Ct Benalh1 Sai lplan~ l11). 1.td. <ill)lillll' on: 

Phone/fax 001 1-613-9699- 060 

DG-400 1987. Full panel. GPS. 65hrs engine. Cobra tra1ler, one 
man rig , superb cond1tlon. Tel: 01270 582387 or Ot782 5t3979. 

K-21 Pmfessionally maintained K-21 n w hotelliers. bell-crank 
beanngs, cables etc. New C of A belore sale. £22 000 (+VAT) 
ono. Tel: Ot582 6634t9. 

ASW 15B for sale. Very good condition. bas1c l~strument panel 
+ electric vario and 720 channel radio. new parachute. alu
minium trailer, one man tow-out gear, performance 38 ;1 at 
49kts. Can view at Bristol & Glos Gliding Club. Excellent value 
for money at £t1 750 ono. Tel Dave on 01 242 580196. 

LS-6C 15/17M 1n excellent condition. Av ilable March '96. Hull 
only £39 000 or with Instruments and trailer 11 reqUired. Tel 
01 270 759245. 

ASW 20F with new gel coat 1200hrs. Spar mod done hence 
15117.6M. Standard instruments only. £21 000 Tel 00 33 54 37 
34 37. 

K-28 best value two seater around. Standard Instruments and 
in good condlllon. £3000 Tel Ot270 759245. 

WANTED 

STD CIRRUS. Complete outfit 1n very good condition. T et 
0 1759 3t8109. 

ACCOMMODATION 

Going le Scotland? Bed and Breakfast RENWICK (9 miles 
East M6) £I Opppn. Pilots. crew, be r. stories- WELCOME 
Ex-pilols. l inal 'turn'. Ring 01768 898579. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

PRIVATE PILOTS LICENCE- conven your Bronze Badge or 
Sliver Badge to PPL(A) in a Robin 3000. Kent Contact Paul 
Ot8t 658357t 

Skyvvings 
is lhe offic1al monthly magazine of the 

British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Associat ion. 
£27 per annum subscriptions from 

BHPA, The Old School room, Loughborough Road. 
Leicester, England LE4 5PJ. Tel: 0116 261 1322 
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ADVERTISERS' INDEX 
GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 
INSURANCE DUE? 

PE NN I NGTO NS 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

+ For accountancy and taxation services + 
11 Worton (ourl, Worlon Rood, lsleworlh, Middlesex TW7 6ER 

Telephone John Gorringe 

Airborne Composities .... 285 
AMF Enterprises.. 302 
Anglo Polish Sailplanes .. 252 
E.W.Avionics.. . ... 274 
Baltic Sailplanes . . . . .. . 302 

Harry Mendelssohn .. ... 291 
Me lean Aviation. . 268 
Midland GC.. .. .. ... . .. 299 
Nevynn International 290, 312 
Norfolk GC . . . 299 
North Yorkshire Sailplanes 306 
Oxfordshire Sportflying .. 305 
Penningstons Accountants 312 
Piggott Bras . . 282 
Pilot Flight Training .. 267. 305 

Contact: Day 0181 568 8145 • Evenings 0181 948 3799 

Tony Fidler 

Benalla GC . . . ... 305 
Black Mountains GC ..... 298 
Booker GC 299 
Bristol & Gloucestershire 

GC.. . 299 

Glider pilot for 25+ years 
30+ years insurance 

experience . Nevynn international 
36 Soutllpark Avenue. 
Tei/FC1x 0 I 623 634437 

nsfleld, Notts. NG I 8 4 PL. 

BGA . . ...... . 282. 288, 289 
Cair Aviation . . 300 
Cambridge Aero 

Instruments . . . . . . . . . 256 
Cambridge University GC . 288 
Centreline . . .... 283 

RAFA .. . ...... 299 
AD Aviation . .. . . !BC 
Rematic . . . 304 
Repclil Chemicals.. . . 274 
Rocky Mountains . . . . 306 

T elephone/fax/write to: 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 
Spalding, U ncs PE12 90 8 
Tel : 01406 362462 (office) 

or 363574 (home) 
Fax: 01406 362124 

L23 "Super Blanik" 
L-33 "Solo" 
L 13 "Bianik" spares 

Mobile 0585 823361 

Christmas Cards 
Winter Gliding Scenes from origlnill water colmJrs by Roger Perry 
in full Colour. 
I pack of25 £9.00 plus £1 .00 p&p UK 
2 pack> £8.55 per pack plus £ 1.75 p&p UK 
3 pack' £8.30 per pack plus £2.50 p&p UK 
4 packs £8.1 0 per pack plus £3.00 p&p UK 
Also available In packs of 6 - prices on application 

Special Discounts for Bulk Orders 
I 0% donated to Notional Glidmg team (unds 

Glider Brooches 
3 colour enamel in case £3.95 plus £0.80 p&p UK 

Vinyl Pilot Cases 
18'' x: I]" x 8" pocket l!a.ch end 2 
combination loc.ks £39.85 pl us £5.75 p&p UK 

Leather Pilot Cases 
17" x 12" x 7" roundl!.d top corner~. front zipped pocket w·ith 
filing compartments, 2 e nd pockets. black f.:tbrk interior. 

Peter Clilford . .... . 312 
Cotswolds Gliders ... . 310 
T.L.CIO'.'IeS . . . . 282 
O&M Engineering. . .. 282 
Derby & Lanes GC . ...... 300 
Distinctive Designs . 278 
John Edwards .... ...... 307 
European Soaring Club .. 305 
Faben Insurance 

Consultants . 304 
Anthony Fidler .. . . ... 312 
First Aviation. . . ..... 305 
Flight Insurance . . . .... 250 
D.Garrard 304 
Glider Finder .. .... ..... 310 
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Hill Aviation 257 
lrvln GB.. .. . 257 
Joint Air Services . . . 253 
JSW Soaring . . .. 307 
Keepit Soaring Centre .... 305 
KenilvJOrth International . 251 
Kent GC.. . .... 300 

S&G . 288 
Scholfield Aviation . . 311 
Scottish Gliding Union . . . 271 
Segelflugschule . . . . .. . 304 
Sedgwick Aviation . . . 254 
J .L.Smoker. .. . 304 
Severn Valley Sailplanes . . 278 
Shenington GC .. . ... ... 300 
Skycraft Services . . . .... 303 
Skywings . .. ..... 311 
Soaring Oxford Ltd. . 259 
Southern Sailplanes . . 312,0BC 
SouthdOI'/0 Aero Services 303 
Ernst Specht. .. . . . . . . 275 
Sportavia . . . . .. 301 
Stem me Motor Glider .... 257 
Sunstate Soaring . . 306 
Roger Target! . . . . 255 
The Gliding Centre . . . 301 
The Soaring Centre .. 300 
Thomas Sports 

Equipment . . 

Peter Clifford & Co 
Wallinglord. Oxon. OX10 BEL • Tel & Fax 01491 839316 

combln;:a tions locks & key lock £73.90 plus £5.75 p&p UK 

Please sec our other range of products on page 290 

Lasham GS . . . 303 
London GC .. 251 
London Sailplanes Lid . . 256 

Brlan Weare ... 
Tug Willson. 
C.P.Witter 
Yorkshire GC . 
Zulu Glasstek 

. . 302 
.. 307 

.. .. 306 
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IFC 

. . 302 
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Lyndhurst Touchdol'm 
Services .... 306 

SOUTHERN SAILPLANES 
For all your gliding needs, from one split pin to a Nimbus 4 ready to race. Below are some 
of the other products and manufacturers whose products we can supply: 
W INTER (al t imeters, ASis, variometers, barographs), SABRE (oxygen regulators, cylinders, masks), 
C AMBRIDGE (variometers, GPS loggers), TOST (release hooks, tyres, inner tubes, hubs, axles, 
winching equipment), BECKER (radios), ILEC (total energy tubes), ICOM (radios), R. C. ALLEN (gyro 
horizons), EW (barographs, loggers), AIRPATH (compasses), GADRINGER (harnesses), IIRVIN 
(parachutes). 

Curved mylar, turbulator tape, wing tape, double sided tape, waterproof capping tape, aileron tape, bug 
wipers, hard wax polish, Car-lack polish, tyres, inner tubes, batteries, cameras, resin, microballoon, gel coat. 

SPECIAL OFFERS FOR CONSTANT FLOW OXYGEN EQUIPMENT 
GLIDER MASK SET- £52.92, REMOTE MOUNTED REGULATORS- From£ 138.67, 

630 LITRE OXYGEN CYLINDER- £272.45 (all excluding VAT) 

SOUTHERN SAILPLANES 
MEMBURY AIRFIELD, LAMBOURN WOODLANDS, HUNGERFORD, BERKSHIRE RG 17 7TJ 

Telephone: 01488 71774 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 



AVIATION LIMITED 

EXPERIENCE A REAL HIGH IN THE WAVE 

CONSTANT FLOW OXYGEN SYSTEMS 
RD AVIATION LTD are authorised distributors for 
PROTECTOR SABRE 

OXYGEN KIT 
2000 psi 630 litre bottle 
Air24 constant flow regulator 
AA V/GM mask assembly 

£377 .22+VAT = £443.23 

1 metre HP pipe Total weight 7kg 

PORTABLE 540 LITRIE £278.81 +VAT= £327.60 
540 litre bottle with integral Air24 constant flow regulator 

AAV/GM MASK ASSEMBLY £59.56+VAT = £69.98 
For constant flow systems 

Plus many more items 
EXPERT ADVICE AND 02 DATASHEET AVAILABLE 

1 OOOkm with CAMBRIDGE 
RD Aviation Ltd congratulates 

CHRIS PULLEN and CHRIS ROLLINGS 
on their 1 OOOkm flight in an ASH 25E equipped with 

CAMBRIDGE S NAY and GPS/NAV RECORDER 

GPS M DISCOUNT SALES 
Garmin 90 . ............. £467 .23+VAT = £549.00 
Garmin 45 . .. ..... ... ... £272.34+VAT = £320.00 
Garmin 100 . . . . . . . . . . . £788.00+VAT = £925.90 
Magellan Meridian .... . .. £186.38+VAT=£219.00 
Magel,lan Meridian XL ..... £220.43+VAT= £259.00 
LX400 Panel Mount GPS .. £846.81+VAT = £995.00 

HANDKELD TX/RX 
I COM A3E . .. .... . . . .... £344.68+VAT = £405.00 
ICOM A22E . . . . ... . .... . £365.11+VAT=£429.00 
Delcom Air960 .... .. ... . £191.49+VAT = £225.00 
Win 747........ . ... £285.00+VAT = £334.88 

Magellan GPS 2000 . . .... £169.36+VAT=£199.00 

REMEMBER- SUPPORT FROM RD AVIATION LTD HAS A FOUNDATION OF 8000+ HRS POWER AND 3000+ HRS GLIDING 

QUALITY 
SUPPLIES 

AND 
SERVICE 

RD Aviation Ltd. 
25 BANKSIDE 
KIDLINGTON 

Tel: 01865 841441 
Fax: 01865 842495 

24hr Answerphone & Fax 

SHOP HOURS: OXON OX51JE 
....._ ________ _., 0900-1 830 Mon-Fri •1000-1230 Sats. 




