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McLEAN AVI,ATI01N 
THE AERODROME, RUFFORTH, YORK Y02 3QA 

TE1LEPHONE: 01904 738 653 FAX: 01904 738 146 
MOBILE: 0850 81 7 265 

Sole factory trained and approved repairers for Glaser-Dirks and DG Sailplanes 

• Repair facility for glass, carbon, Kevlar, wood and metal airframes 

• Spare parts for Vega, Kestrel, Venture, T21, T31, etc. 

• Repair materials: Neogene paints and dopes, fabric, gel-coat, epoxy resins, g'lass cloths, 
Aerodux & Aerdite glues etc. 

• Tyres and tubes, Mecaplex canopy parts, Tost and Ottfur hook exchange service. 

FOR SALE: 
DG 400- Complete- with Cobra trailer ........... £49,000 
DG 300 - Complete - Cobra tra i I er 

Pik 20E- Complete .. ... . .. ... . .............. £25,000 
DG 500/22- Complete outfit- many 'extras' ...... £59,500 

Super Ximango AMT 200 Motorglider 
Telephone: XIMANGO UK 
01904 738 653 . 
Fax 01904 738 146 for details 

Sole UK 
Agents Glaser-Dirlcs UK Bob McLean 01904 738 653 

John Ellis 01765 689 431 

DG-8005, 
the ultimate sailplane 
The DG-8005 is a complete'ly new design com
pared to its predecessor DG-600. 

Of course you will find ago in those details 
which the experts won' t want to miss on a DG, 
as for example the comfortable safety cockpit 
with its splendid visibility , the high spring 
mounted landing gear with large 5.00-5 wheel 
and the tailwheel as standard. · 

Construction 

The wings are produced in moulds made from 
carbonfibre composites. To create the moulds 
computer milled mastermodels were used. This 
guarantees the highest accuracy of the wing 
profi,les and thus constantly high gliding perfor
mance ex-factory. 

We are especially proud of the low weight of 
67kg { 148lbs) per 18m wing panel, which is 
only to be achieved by our longtime experience 
in designing and processing carbonfibre struc
tures . 

The wing design 
The most important detail of all DG-800 models 
is the new wing with the latest state of the art 
wing sections designed by the famous L. M. 
Boermans of Delft Technical University. 

Factory demonstrator available until end Ji•!tftJMM 

Please aslc for details! 

18m wingspan 

The wing planform is designed es,pecia1lly for 
18m wingspan. The wing chord at the 18m tip 
is noticeably larger than usual with 15m 
sailplanes with wing extensions. 

The wing sections and the planform guarantee 
optimum performance and gentle stall charac
teristics . The mini -wing'lets at the 18m tips pro
vide, together with the wingplanform the lowest 
induced drag and are the reason for the out
standing climb capability in thermals, especially 
at high wing loadings. 

1 Sm wingspan 

The 15m wing tips are equipped with winglets . 
The unusually large wing chord at the 15m tip 
makes such winglets much more eHicient than 
with the smaller tip chord of existing 15m glid
ers . So with the DG-8005 the wing lets provide 
a real increase of wingspan . 

Empty weight@ 15/18, 600ibs 
Min. sink @ 18m 38kts 
Best LD @ 59kts 
Max all up weight: 1 1571bs 



DUNSTABLE REGIONAL$ 17th • 25th August 1996 
For more information write or phone: Mary Craig, 

Dunelm, Moat Lane, Prestwood, Great Missenden, Bucks, HP16 9BT 
Tel: 0 1494 864703 

\ 
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EW Avionics has been manufacturing electronic 
barographs and data logging systems for over six 

years. Our equipment has been used for 
validating gliding, light aircraft, ballooning, hang 

gliding, parachuting and paragliding flights 
worldwide. 

We can supply individual units or complete GPS 
data logging systems tailored to individual 
requirements for gliding and many other 

airsports. Contact us at EW for expert advice and 
competitive prices. 

* We are agents for Garmin GPS equipment * 
+ + IGC GNSS flight recorder upgrade is currently under evaluation + + 
EW View for Windows ®1.1 now includes the IGC Data Files standard. You can use our 

program to analyse flights from any flight recorder that supports the IGC standard. 
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Wycombe Air Park 

Complete S.Z.D. glider range from training to competition. 
Delivery guaranteed for this season, at aHordable prices. 

S.Z.D. Acro 
The best of Soaring and Aerobatics at a remarkably 1low price. 

I 

The S.Z.D. Acro is a dual-purpose single-seat all composite sailplane. A Standard class sailplane 
with a 40:1 glide angle, or detach the tips and have a virtually unlimited aerobatic glider. 

ACRO DEMONSTRATOR ARRIVING IN NEW YEAR 

Price Ex-wor:ks 39,680 German Marks 

Also available the remarkable SK 94 parachute. Price £465. Exclusive of VAT. 

For further information write to: 

Anglo Polish Sailplanes, 22 Woodhurst South, Ray Mead Road, Maidenhead, Berks. SL6 8NZ 
Telephone/fox 01628 39690 • Zenon Marczynski 0181 755 4157 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 



JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LTD 
3a & 3b Aylesfietd Buildings, 
Froy,le Road, Shalden, 
Hants GU34 4BY 
liel: 01420 88664 Fax: 01420 542003 

Insurance. Ask yourself 
these questions ... 
• Do I take the care over my glider insurance that 

I should? 

• Do I know where my insurance is placed? 

• Am I insured with a Lloyds or DTI approved company? 

• Do I always receive my actual policy document? 

• Do I place my insurance through agents who are 
active and experienced glider pilots? 

• Do I have to shop around or does my agent do 
this for me? 

• Are easy payment terms avail'able? 

• Am I insured with a stable insurance company? 

• If I have a problem do I have to fight my case 
here or somewhere off shore? 

• Can I get competitive travel insurance 
for my flying holiday? 

• Can my club get a special offer? 

Contact us now to find out the difference we can make to your gliding insurance 
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THE NAME FOR GLIDER INSURANCE 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Excellent discounts for experienced 
claim free pilots 

Good quotations available for older pilots 

Larger no claims bonus 

No charge for competition flying 

Better Policy Cover 

Quotes available for ANY value 

Quick, Personal, Informed service 

Monthly payments by Direct Debit available 

All Glider Insurance Policies placed with 
DTI approved and London based insurance 
companies OR Underwriters at Lloyds 

BEWARE OF CHEAP IMITATIONS 

SPECIAL SCHEME FOR OLDER GLIIDE1RS, FLYING THIRD PARTY 
COVER AND GROUND RISKS ON GLIDER AND EQUIPMENT 

Contact: CAROL TAYLOR Telephone: 01845 522777 (24 hour answerphone) 
Fax: 01845 526203 or write to: 48A Market Place, Thirsk, North Yorkshire, Y07 1LH 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 



YOU 1R LERERS 

LAUNCH FAILURE TRAINING 
Dear Editor 

When the first glass-fibre gliders appeared 
they quickly gained the reputation of being 
"slippery and hard to land in fields" . 
Subsequently, the problem was identified as 
one of pilots moving from wooden gliders, such 
as Skylarks and Darts, wl1ich were excessively 
airbraked, to the lesser airbraked machines like 
the Libelle and Std Cirrus. i he problem was not 
of the glider designer's making but one of 
training . With a glider with large airbrakes (most 
training gliders), it is possible to "dive" the glider 
at the ground (or aiming point) without exces
sive speed build up. Any extra speed gained 
over the desired speed is quickly lost due to the 
drag of the airbrakes when the roundout to land 
is made. With many glass-fibre gliders this is 
not the case as the smaller airbrakes will not 
dissipate the extra energy as quickly. The result 
is a longer float up the field. 

The answer was found in education and 
training . Accurate speed control on the ap
proach by using attitude control and using 
airbrakes to control the rate of descent was, 
and still is, regarded as the only safe way to 
teach approaches. This system will work on all 
types of glider. 

The technique suggested in Chris Railings 
article, "Launch Failure Accidents" in the 
October issue, p279, to facilitate landing ahead 
after a cable break, seems to take us back to 
the old habits. If this is the case then we can 
expect to see an old type of accident being 
resurrected, eg field landing overruns. While on 
this subject, there seems to be a school of 
thought that "the accident you will have if a 
landing ahead after a cable break" goes wrong 
will be less serious than one following a low 
turn. If the low turn results in a spin, this may be 
true, but those flying from a site where the 
boundary fence consists of barbed wire may 
disagree. 

So please let's not dive into (no pun in
tended) crisis management solutions for 
accident prevention and as a result risk just 
swapping types of accident. If the BGA want to 
sort out winch launching problems, then surely 
a giant step in that direction would be to intro
duce winch launching on instructors' courses, 
After all almost four times as many winch 
launches are carried out in Britain as aerotows, 
and winch launch training has always been a 

glaring omission in our instructor training 
system. 

I cannot absolve myself from blame in this 
area as during my time as national coach I also 
followed the system which allowed conve· 
nience and the time factor to dictate that such a 
fundamental part of instructor training be 
neglected. If available time on instructors' 
courses is a problem, then let's make an 
instructor's ability to teach winch launching an 
additional qualification, gained after a training 
weekend. 

Surely we owe it to our students to be 
qualified. 
KEN STEWART, London 

Chris Rollings, senior national coach, 
replies: Ken's letter is interesting and deserves 
a response. lt also gives me the opportunity to 
comment on Chris Chapman's letter in the last 
issue, p319. 

To take Ken's last point first. When I took 
over from him as national coach I fairly quickly 
modified the system to require some post
instructors' course winch training (with launch 
failures) at club level. However, I agree with 
him that th is is not enough. Our concentration 
of BGA instructors' courses at Bicester this 
season will enable us to make winch launching 
a standard part of the course from this year and 
Chris Pullen and I are currently working on the 
details of the new programme. 

Regarding the suggestion that we risk 
swopping one type of accident for another, my 
advice in the article in question was aimed at 
developing a judgment that would avoid over
run accidents, but without unnecessary turns. 
But if I can swop spin in for overruns on a one 
for one basis I will. 

Finally to the controversial point. Full air
brake and the most rapid acceleration that can 
safely be used with the available height will 
normally result in a shorter landing than a 
steady normal speed approach with or without 
sideslips. How much shorter depends on type 
and circumstances - certainly the advantage is 
less with the Libelle or Std Cirrus than with 
better braked types, but it is still usually an 
advantage. 

The exception is if the glider is fairly low and 
there is quite a strong headwind when the 
acceleration may just enable the glider to 
penetrate into wind better. This would only 

ROGER TARGETT 

occur from well below 200ft in a wind of 20kt or 
more - surely a case for a straight ahead 
landing anyway? 

My article suggested trying the technique in 
safety from a normal height approach with the 
whole airfield available as an undershoot. Ken, 
Chris and all the other sceptics, try it and then 
discuss it. Don't theorise in a vacuum. 

Dear Editor, 
I found Chris Chapman's letter on launch 

failure accidents and approach angle control 
very much a curate's egg. I have presumed to 
make my selection of the key point, using his 
words with mine in brackets. 

"I can't think why it (losing excess height by 
using full airbrake and increasing speed for a 
short time) hasn't been suggested before, and 
I'm sure it will do wonders for (reducing) the 
accident rate." 

As far as I am concerned this technique has 
been in extensive use as a safe way of reduc
ing excess height fo r many years. In my case 
ever since I stopped instructing in the T-21 and 
T-31 . In my soaring flights I have not had to 
sideslip on the approach for decades. either 
into airfields or fields. In instructing (K-13 
mainly, but also glass two-seaters) I have often 
had P2s who were attempting ill-flown 
sideslips, unnecessary S turns, or (even worse) 
a 360, in the circuit. 

I have then shown them how to burn off 
energy quickly and safely by a combination of 
full airbrake and a slightly higher speed than 
normal' for a short time, before returning to the 
normal approach angle before landing. You can 
lose energy by utilising an increase in V2 as well 
as by putting up C0 . 

Of course sideslipping should be taught, like 
stalling, spinning and launch failures but, like 
these other exercises, not carried to excess in 
normal flying when it is not needed. I also seem 
to remember that it is sideslip which turns a 
slow speed situation into a spin, and how do 
you know your airspeed when sideslip causes 
the ASI to go bananas? 

I am not saying that a properly flown sideslip 
is necessarily dangerous, but it is an unnatural 
mode of flight, tricky for inexperienced pilots to 
get right, and has caused problems and acci
dents by unnecessary use near the ground. 

Finally, I note Bill Scull's very sensible safety 
advice on p352. "Spin avoidance means • 

FOR SPECIALIST REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 

KOGEKTAKGEIT Offering outstanding workmanship, efficiency and 
service in: 

Sailplane Services 

Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
Nympsfield, Nr. Stonehouse 
Gloucestershire GL 10 3TX 

Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861 
Home (01453) 860447 (Portable (0850) 769060 

February!March 1996 

* All glass, carbon and kevlar repairs 

* Wood and Metal repairs 

* All modifications 

* Motor Glider engine approval 

* C of A Renewals 

* General Maintenance 

(including re-finishing and wax polishing) 
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maintaining a safe speed ... and balanced flight 
below 100011". 

Why make flying difficult when it can be 
easy? Keep that airilow parallel to the fuselage 
wherever possible and use those controls in 
your left and right hands that the designer 
kindly gave you , rather than bootfuls of unnec
essary rudder. it's both easier and safer than 
the alternatives. 
IAN STRACHAN, Lasham 

MOTOR GLIDERS IN COMPETITIONS 
Dear Editor, 

I would like to reopen the debate on turbo 
(and motor) gliders being permitted to fly in 
competitions with their engines available for 
retrieves. I believe the situation has changed 
since the decision was taken some years ago 
to disallow self retrieving gliders from scoring in 
competitions. 

The time has perhaps come to permit such 
gliders to compete normally in Regionals and 
Nationals. The domestic (non competitive) 
advantage to the pilot in reduced crewing 
logistics is quite considerable. The avoidance 
of field landings must also be desirable from the 
accident and insurance point of view. 

lt used to be said that the motor glider held a 
considerable advantage over the pure glider 
since it could go lower searching for lift before 
putting on the engine and climbing away. This 
is actually not the case since a competition pilot 
may well soar away from a thermal contacted at 
only 300 to 400ft in the circuit into a field 
landing. A prudent and sensible motor glider 
pilot would have started his engine a good 500ft 
higher (to allow for the possibility of fai lure to 
start) . Thus he will have chosen his field 
considerably earlier than the pure glider who 
will have gone further on track than his motor 
equipped opponent. 

The pure glider also has a small advantage 
over the motor glic:.ter in having a wider range of 
possible wing loadings and the ability to drop all 
water for the lightest possible wing loading in 
weak conditions. 

With the advent of GPS recording and 
scoring, it would be a simple matter to score a 
motor glider, in the case of an "outlanding", to 
where his logger records the engine on . 

Perhaps we could have a one season trial of 
turbo/motor gliders being allowed to self retrieve 
in competitions to see if there are in fact any 
problems - maybe they are only imagined 
RODNEY B.WITIER, Glyndwr Soaring Club 

ENTERPRISE v OUR WEATHER 
Dear Editor, 

Enterprise 1995 at Sutton Bank from June 30 
to July 7 brought home to a number of people 
the fact that the Enterprise task setting philoso
phy (ETSP) produces a lot more airborne time, 
often in exceedingly interesting and unusual 
conditions, than would have been the case for a 
strictly rated competition. (Although one has to 
concede that ETSP does increase the chance 
of luck affecting the day's individual scores.) 

The last Enterprise managed eight out of 
eight days, approximately 650hrs and 26 146km 
(32 competitors) when it is fair to say that a 
strictly rated Camp would have had three or at 
best four mediocre contest days. 

February!March 1996 

Unfortunately ETSP is not compatible with 
the current rating rules and this is in effect an 
open letter to the BGA Competitions Committee 
suggesting some change is needed. Hopefully 
it will stimulate as wide as possible gliding 
fraternity debate on the need for a change in 
the rules to allow more use of our (usually) 
deplorable British weather. Yes, I know, some 
of July and most of August was unbelievably 
good, but when will that happen again in this, 
our normally green and pleasant land? 

For starters, how about the idea of dis
counted ratings for competition task setting 
which is deemed to produce a degree of 
"unfairnes" between competitors? This would 
allow at least some points to be gained and at 
the same time use our fickle weather to the best 
advantage. Would such an arrangement 
placate the competition purists who naturally , 
and rightly, are continually seeking a totally 
level playing field on which to conduct their 
battles to be declared "the Champion" . 

Having read most National and top 
International reports, it does seem reasonable 
to suggest that in most cases there is really 
more than one Champion. The top five or so 
equally deserve the title but, dare I say it, for 
the little bit of luck that pushes one of them in 
front of the others! it is of course accepted that 
the more proficient you are the less pure luck 
affects the final issue, but in gliding it is hard to 
see lady luck being eliminated completely. 

I suggest a lot of pilots would prefer a Camp 
which allowed a lot more flying time, even if 
there wasn't a strictly equal opportunity to be 
declared "the winner". There is little doubt that 
even a relatively experienced competition pilot 
can learn quite a lot from the sort of flying 
undertaken during Enterprise competitions. I 
guess many who give up thei r hard earned 
annual holiday only to sit on the airiield contem
plating their navels would consider a devalued 
rating an acceptable compromise. 

Well, how about it Competition Committee? 
Any chance of giving serious consideration to 
partial rating for Competition Enterprise, given 
acceptable verification of tasks achieved? 

Before I get shot down by all and sundry I 
should perhaps declare my interest. I have to 
admit to being rather ancient (I started gliding in 
1947), a devotee of Enterprise from the very 
first North Hill event and having always had in 
the back of my mind that the majority actually 

YOUR LETTERS 

enjoy flying without having to compete against 
anyone except themselves. 

This raises the even more fundamental 
question "Does the current National and 
International competition structure serve the 
majority to best effect." I am certain no one 
would suggest that competitions are a bad thing 
-they obviously advance most aspects of ·the 
sport in many different ways and give a rela
tively small number of people a great deal of 
pleasure and excitement- but have we reached 
the point where the effects of undirected 
progress in the name of competition excellence 
should be reassessed in terms of its value to 
activities other than competitions, which is by 
far the largest section of the gliding world. 

I wonder if I am one of the many who feel 
that we have? 
JOHN CADMAN, Birmingham 

A MEMBER OF PLA T'S JONAH CLUB 
Dear Editor, 

Platypus had better look out. He has a seri
ous contender. Not in wordsmithery- I couldn 't 
hope to equal his talent - but in Jonahship. 

Who was it who took a week of such poor· 
weather to the Scottish Regionals that not one 
contest day was achieved? Who had to drive 
home the next day looking at a sky of classic 
wave until Edinburgh, followed by classic 
cumulus as far as Scotch Corner- and then % 
clag? 

Who spent the whole of July, the middle of 
what should be the wet season, working in 
Guinea where it rained so little that famine 
loomed? Who had opened his big mouth about 
wave offering the only realistic possibility of 
1 OOOkm in Britain - and missed the Yorkshire 
GC's July 6 wave day when 700km was flown 
in an SHK? Not to mention all the rest of that 
July weather. 

I too have offered to go away in return for 
cash. At Aboyne all I asked for was the price of 
a day's salmon fishing. Those Scots aren't so 
canny after all; none of them would subscribe. 
They could have been on a winner- salmon 
fishers need rain. But I think Chris P. and Chris 
R. owe me at least one beer apiece. 

One tip for Plat though. The best competition 
weather I ever had was at Nympsfield a few 
years back. I'd been scheduled for overseas 
but at the last minute the trip was postponed 
and there was still a place in the Regionals. 

SKYLAUNCH WINCHES 
Designed to easily produce High and Controllable 
launches every time with non-professional drivers. 
Now with Over 120,000 launches experiences. 

• Excellent acceleration using accurate throttle with simple variable 
control in comfortable heated cab. 

• Reliable running and odourless exhaust from cheap clean burning 
propane fuel. 

• High quality engineering and unique long life sprung cable feed 
produces launches of exceptional smoothness. 

• Easy maintenance. simple design. dependable operation. 

Twin drum winches at £37,660 + VAT@ 17.5% = £44,250.50 (ex 
works). Single drum winches also, and retrieve winches to 
provide complete launching systems and give rapid launch rates. 

"lt's like going up on Rails!" 
Designed and built in Britain by 

D & M ENGINEERING 
WESTLEY FARM. 8AYSTON Hili. SHREWSBURY. 

SHROPSHIRE, ENGLAND SY3 OAZ 
For a free brochure please contact - Tel: (44) (0)1743 874427 • Faz: (44) (0)1743 874682 
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T. L. CLOWES 
& CO. LTD. 

GLIDER INSURANCE 

OUR 
COMPREHENSIVE 

INSURANCE PACKAGE 
INCLUDES: 

1ST CLASS SECURITY 
+ COMPETITIVE RATES 

+ INCREASING NO CLAIMS 
BONUS SCHEME 

+AGREED VALUES 

+ UK COMPETITION 
FLYING INCLUDED 
IF REQUIRED 

+PILOT PERSONAL 
ACCIDENT 
COVER(EX 
CLUBS) 

~ 
UOYD'S 
BROKERS 

For further information or a 
quotation please contact: 

Debbie Doyle, Sieve Edmead 
or I an Blakey, 
T. L. Cl owes and Co. ltd. 
4th Floor, 52 lime Street, 
London EC3M 7BS 
Tel 0171 220 7878 
Fax 0171 220 7879 

STORCOMM 
TWO-WAY RADIO 

Our NEW instrument panel mounting air set, 
model TA 9005 is now in production. Main 
features: 

* Covers entire band 118· 136 MHz. 

* Accepts up to 8 channels. 
* Offers cost saving narrow band receiver ver

sion. 

* Full power transmitter accepts both hand 
and boom micropl1ones. 

* Sensitive and selective receiver with crystal 
filter. 

Economic service for al l our previous models 
plus most other air and ground radios. 

Pye "Westminster" 6-channel ground sets avail
able, fitted 130.1 and 130.4 Mhz. 
Detailed information, prices and technical spec
ifications from 

GEORGE STOREY Tel. 01932 784422 
H.T. Communications, P.O. Box4, 

SUNBURY ON THAMES, Middlesex, TW16 7TA 

Por.tmoaj/-
Smtti.sh Qlfdinf( Uniu'II•'Li;niced 

\.._..01\~~ 

~ 

• Our two brand new K21's are 
now on site! 

• All year round soaring in 
thermal wave & ridge 

• Launching by winch and 
aerotow 

• Holiday Courses available from 
May 

For Details Contact: 
The Course Secretory ~ 
ScoHish Gliding Union ~ ---.._ 
Portmook Airfield 
Scotlondwell KY13 7JJ • 01592 840543 

LAK-12 

• 
LARGE RANGE 

OF SH~PES 
AN 1D SIZES 

FOR GLIDERS 
AND LIGHT 
AIIRCRAFT 

• 
EX-STOCK 

• 
Bob Reece 

REMATIC 
School House 

Norton 
Nr Worcester WR5 2PT 

Tei/Fax Worcester 
(01905) 821334 

Mobile Tel: 
0589 786838 

From Lithuania- the best deal around: 
20.5m span - 2 piece wing - flaps. 
Fibreglass & carbon fibre construction. 
Max UD 48:1 Tail dolly etc. 
Fully instrumented 42 gallons water ballast 
Empty weight: 8201b Superb fibreglass trailer 

Rigging aids 
Full C of A granted 

Ideal for cross-country minded individuals and clubs 
New Price: £22800 (approx) ex Hus. Bos. for complete new outfit including VAT. 
Fully refurbished LAK 12's also available occasionally. Ring for details. 

Demonstrator available, contact agents: 

BALTIC SAILPLANES Ltd. 
Baltic Sailplanes Ltd., 46 The Woodlands, Market Harborough, 
Leicestershire LE16 7BW 
Tel: 01858 467723; 01536 85552 (office hours); 01536 81777 (evenings) 
Fax: 01858 467137 
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YOUR LETTERS 

Evidently head office "up there" were a bit 
overworked and hadn't updated their computer. 
Keep them on the hop and you might beat them 
too. 
SAM. St PIERRE. Bedale, North Yorks 

COBRA TRAILERS AND BMM BOLTS 
Dear Editor. 

I read with interest the tetter from Julian Fack 
in the June issue, p13 1, concerning collapsing 
lids on Cobra trailers. 

I also own a Cobra trailer of 1989 vintage 
and perusing the lnternet-Newsgroup rec 
aviation soaring read an entry by David Noyes 
from Ohio, USA who had read Julian's letter 
and found that bolts in his own 1991 Cobra 
were now S-shaped. 

I found that my trailer is equipped with Bmm 
bolts (19mm heads) and one could see a slight 
offset. I checked an older Cobra trailer to find a 
ctear offset and discovered a considerable 
offset on the club's ASW-19 trailer. 

A club member phoned Spindelberger's and 
three sets of 1 Omm bolts appeared within a few 
days. Many thanks to Julian and S&G for 
bringing this to our attention. 
HOWARD MILLS. Pinneberg, Germany .:1 

We welcome your letters but please keep them 
as concise as possible and include your full 
name, address and telephone number. We 
reserve the right to edit and select. 

C OF A OVERHAULS 
TO ALL TYPES OF SAILPLANES 

FULL TIME SENIOR INSPECTOR 

JOHN SMOKER 
9 ANSON WAY 

BICESTER, OXON 
Tel: Bicester 01869 245422 

WORKSHOP, NR. HINTON A/F 
Portable 0850 654881 

RESTORATIONS 
and repairs to wooden gliders 

of all ages a speciality 

SKIDS 
Laminated ash skids for 

most of the popular gliders 
supplied from stock. 

Others made to order 

TRAILERS 
Aluminum sheeting 

on steel frame 
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BOOK 
RMEW 
Beginning Gliding - 2nd edition by Derek 
Piggott, published by A & C Black and available 
from the BGA at £14.99 including p&p. 

I very much enjoyed reading this revised edition 
of what has become a standard work on flying 
training in gliders. 

Derek has covered the subject material in a 
clear and straightforward writing style which 
belies the wealth of technical content. 

This is not an impersonal text book: the 
whole process of learning to fly is viewed from 
the perspective of the students and their 
problems and feelings that arise during each 
phase of training. 

The book is packed with excellent drawings 
and diagrams and has been extensively revised 
to include the latest thinking on landing and 
circuit flying. 

A completely new chapter has been added 
on winch launching containing. not only how to 
get into the air using a piece of wire and hun
dreds of horse-power but the all important 
awareness of the implication of launch failure 
and the state of mind to be cultivated to ensure 
personal safety. 

I was pleased to find a complete absence of 
mathematical formulae even in areas which 
traditionally can be littered with symbols
stalling and spinning. centre of pressure 
movement and the like. The nearest the book 
gets to mathematics is in the short section on 
dynamic soaring, ie how birds use the wind 
gradient to extract energy, which contains two 
equals signs! I have to confess that until 
reading this section I never really understood 
the maths in the original Lighthill paper on the 
subject. 

If there is anything missing it must be 1t1e 
limited information on soaring and cross
country flight but. as Derek points out in 1t1e 
foreword, this is the subject of another book . 
Conclusion : An excellent book for the beginner 
plus something for the instructor and pundit. 
STEVE FOSTER 

CANOPY COVERS 

Please take time to ensure that canopy covers 
are put on the right way round, with the stitches 
(and the clean side) on the inside. If you put 
them on inside out the dust gets trapped next to 
the canopy and scratches it. 

We have lifted this useful tip from Shalbourne 
Soaring Society's splendid newsletter and 
thank them for including us on their mailing list. 
We do get a few other club newsletters but 
would welcome far more as they give an 
interesting insight into the character and 
progress of the sport at grass roots leveL 

Also members are generous enough to allow 
us to reprint articles which often deserve a far 
wider readership. Now that desk top publishing 
is more in use. the presentation of newsletters 
in general has improved tremendously with 
some very professional resu lts. 

./'"'SAL E S ,.,.,.... 

GLC»B~L I 
POSITIONING 
S'YSTE~S 
SKYFORCE SKYMAP ..................... £ 949 

SKYFORCE TRACKER ...................... £ 

429 
SKYFORCE LOCATOR 11 ................... £ 259 

SKYFORCE LOCATOR .................. £ 115 

SKYFORCE LOGGER ...................... £ 165 

GARMIN GPS 45 ............................... £ 249 

GARMIN GPS SS ............................... £ 339 

GARMIN GPS 55 AVD .......... .. ......... £ 389 

GARMIN GPS 90 ............................... £ 465 

GARMIN GPS 95 XL ....................... £ 549 

GARMIN GPS 100 ............................. £ 795 

GARMIN GPS I 00 with database ... £ 895 
GARMIN GPS 100 AVD ................. £1095 

GARMIN GPS ISO ............................ £ 1349 

(all other GARMIN models & accessories available) 

MAGELLAN MERIDIAN ................. £ I 85 

MAGELLAN MERIDIAN XL ........... £ 220 

MAGELLAN GPS2000 ..................... £ 169 

MAGELLAN SKYBLAZER .............. £ 389 

MAGELLAN SKYBLAZER LT ......... £ 335 

MAGELLAN EC-1 OX ....................... £ 899 

TRANSCEIVERS 
& RECEIVERS 
NETSET PRO 44 receiver .............. £ 125 

ICOM IC-A2 transceiver ................... £ 299 

ICOM IC-A20 MKII transceiver ....... £ 319 

ICOM IC-AJE transceiver ................. £ 349 

ICOM IC-A22E transceiver ............... £ 369 

ICOM A200 Panel Mount transceiver .... £ 699 
NA·RCO COM 810+ Panel Mounted ..... £ 765 

HARRY MENDELSSOHN 
DISCOUNT SALES 
49·51 COUNT ON ROAD • EDINBURGH EH IO SOH 
HOURS: MON-FRI 9.00am • 5.30pm 

'lrO 131 447 7777 
FAX LINE: 0131 452 9004 

A DD 0.50 DELIVERY T O All. ORDERS 
(U.K. MAINLAN D ONLY) 

NEXT DAY OaJVERY TO U.K. & EUROPE (mil&b4e on request) 

WE ACCEPT VISA, ACCESS, SWITCH, HAST£RC.UO l EUROCARD 

~ _ ''"" ~ Maot~rCo~ a 
ADD 17111% VAT TO ALL PRICES 
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PLATYPUS 

TAIL 
FEATHERS 
If you want to know the 
price, you'd better be 
sitting down first 

W., '" lhe '"' oe"'"' Y a millionai<e «· 
quaintance of Commodore Vanderbilt, amateur 
sailor and professional robber baron, inquired: 
what it cost to run a yacht, he got the character· 
istically arrogant reply "If you have to ask, you 
can't afford it". A similar sounding but more en
dearing response was made by Fats Wailer to a 
woman who asked him exactly what he meant 
by r11ythm. "Lady, if you gotta ask, you ain't got 
it!" When I decide that I can't afford the effort and! 
expense of gliding I might well take up jazz piano 

. 
6 6o 

Take up jazz piano. 

instead. (Aiistair Cooke sti ll plays jazz at 88 
years, so it is obviously good for the constitu
tion; the BGA and Lloyds wi ll be glad to know 
that by that age I shall have hung up my John 
Willy and will be emulating Fats, except for the 
bottle of gin on top of the joannah: that stuff is 
death to French polish.) You don't have to rig 
the bloody instrument every time you want to sit 
down at the keyboard. and with what it costs to 
fly big wings each year I could buy a new 
Yamaha or an old Bechstein 

The dismal science 
There is more drivel spoken, and believed, about 
the costs of gliding than about any other aspect 
of the sport. Someone who talks great sense 
about thermal centring, or is an acknowledged 
authority on incipient spins. or is always heeded 
respectfu lly on the topic of contest winning will , 
the moment the price of gliding is raised. start 
uttering the most mind numbingly cretinous fan· 
tasies. For instance, Fred will say cheerfully that 
he has "made a profit" on his Discus because he 
hears that a second-hand specimen has just 
changed hands for more than he originally paid 
for his in 1984. lt may be so: certainly the Discus 
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has been the best buy of the 1 98Ds and the 
1990s, having defied every effort by other de· 
signers to render it obsolete. (Nothing debases 
the value of a glider faster than suddenly ceas· 
ing to be competitive in serious championships, 
and the Discus is still a contender.) 

But the owner will ignore the fact that the 
pound sterling has halved in purchasing power 
in the past 12 years', or be unaware that the 
chap who got such a good price spent £10 000 
not long ago on refin ishing the gel coat and re
building the trailer. What our smug friend does 
not do is ask what it will cost to replace his old 
ship and all the accompanying kit wi th a brand 
new outfit. 

Either he is lying to us (which is perfectly OK) 
or he is lying to himself (which is unforgivable) 
but most likely he is too economically immature 
to be allowed out of the house with any sum of 
money greater than the bus fare. 

Haemorrhaging dosh, moolah and 
spondulicks 
The fact is gliding is a ruinously expensive pas· 
time. (For Pate's sake I've got advertisers to keep 
happy! Ed.) Well, let the chips fall where they 
may, ruat caelum. is what I always say. 

I have tried calculating the costs of owning a 
glider, and have even bounced these sums off 
professional accountants. Since these accoun· 
tants are also keen glider pilots, you would th ink 
they would be able to analyse what I propound 
and quickly confirm my thesis or put me straight 
if I am in error. However that is not what hap
pens. My sums come winging back to me wi th 
muttered remarks like "Well, you could look at it 
that way" making me aware yet again that ac
counting is an art rather than a science. 
Obviously I have just ruined their whole week
end by compelling them to apply their proles· 
sional skills to matters which they did not want 
to think about. it's like doctors not wishing to con · 
front the possibility of having themselves con
tracted a socially disastrous disease. 

The other thing that terrifies the male, seri
ously-married-accountant-glider-pilots is that my 
sums might by chance fall into the hands of their 
wives, whereupon the roof will rise as if in the 
grip of an August 1995 thermal. "You said it was 
equivalent to a cheap holiday in Spain once a 
year · it's more like a moon landing every month . 
according to this fellow member friend of yours!" 

"That'll teach you to open my mail: you were 
perfectly happy until breakfast time. Anyway he's 
no friend of mine. And his sums are rubbish." 

"Are they now? Explain precisely in what way 
they are rubbish." 

"it's too technical and complicated to explain" 
(desperately). 

"Come on, humour me, you forget I read 
maths at Cambridge." 

In the worst case, accountants (gliding) who 
have married accountants (earthbound) have 
no escape at al l, except an elaborate web of 
forgery, which could prove costly if used as 
grounds for divorce. 

"I grant Mrs Pinchpenny a decree nisi on 
grounds of severe mental cruelty and gross de
ception. Instead of carrying on dis_creet ~-f~irs 

1And has he seen what has happened to the 
Deutsche Mark in those 12 years? 

Just ru ined their whole weekend. 

with other women like any normal man, her hus
band flaunted extravagant new sailplanes in 
public while she languished at home. humiliated 
by his inept falsehoods relating to their true 
costs, which he strove to minimise with a tissue 
of fabricated syndicate expenses. In addition to 
stiff alimony, I award her. to dispose of as she 
wishes. Mr Pinchpenny's new motorised ASH-
25. I see he has this rather neat piece of kit in 
the books at only £8000, so he Should not feel 
the loss too severely, heh heh." (Judge, lawyers 
and public gallery collapse in merriment, not 
shared by Mr P.) 

Sleepless at Schempp 
and Schleicher 

Soaring magazine, our American cousin2. is re 
quired reading for several reasons, but the most 
compelling one must be Dick Johnson's enor· 
mously influential flight tests All around Europe, 
when a new issue of Soaring is about to hit the 
streets with Dick's findings on the latest compe· 
tition sailplane, glider manufacturers take to their 
beds, draw the curtains, ply themselves with 
ulcer and heart remedies and lie quivering in the 
dark, bracing themselves for a horrible shock or 
even for two or three shocks. Then if the news is 
not too dreadful they can heave a sigh of relief 
and bless themselves for having got off lightly -
this time. "Please, God, make him stick it to one 
of my rivals and I'll go to church every Sunday, 1 

promise.'' You know, the sort of p rayers you 
make in deep sink at 400ft which you forget as 
soon as you hit solid lift. 

They're very well spoken of in the 
advertisements 
Keeping the glider-builders honest is a worthy 
crusade. When calculating a final glide I always 

Keeping the glider-builders honest. 

say you should take off one point for bugs, two 
points for bad air and three points for advertis-

21 believe that is the title of the play that Mr 
Lincoln was watching when he was assassi
nated. bull hope S&G readers in the USA won't 
mind. 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 



ing. Manufacturers' brochures promise the most 
amazing performances such as 48 :1 for a 15 
metre glider. (I'm staggered that nobody has yet 
rounded up these figures and promised 50:1 for 
15 metres, but no doubt it will indeed soon hap· 
pen. No, not the performance, just the promise.) 
So an objective and much respected pilot with 
vast experience and no commercial axe to grind 
must be welcomed as a sort of white knight. By 
contrast, the selfless pursuit of the truth, the 
whole truth and nowt but the truth is not what 
one ought to expect from people who make their 
living making and selling aircraft. Finding the un
varnished facts and printing them fearlessly is 
somebody else's job. Dick Johnson·s job. 

NB. We /wve just had a letter from Gerhard 
Waibel at Schleicher, and he says the starting 
point of the ASW-27 polar (for which 48:1 is 
claimed - Plat) is that of the ASW-24 which was 
tested L/0=44 

Potty about the holes 
You are all waiting for a "but", aren't you? Or 
even a "BUT". Well, so far it is a small "but", no 
bigger than a man's hand, as they say about in
cipient cu-nims on the horizon. The chief "but" is 
my incredulity at what I call Dick's ''black holes". 
A typical John son polar does not look like the 
smooth geometric curve you wi 11 see in any man
ufacturer's brochure but has a nasty dent in it 
close to where the max glide point ought to be. 

Now so far as the European glider manufac
turers are concerned these holes in the polar 
simply don't exist. A cynic might say "They would 
say that wouldn't they?" 

However my own feeling about Johnson's 
holes - speaking as one whose reputation as an 
aerodynamicis t is celebra ted in the pubs of 
Totternhoe. even if it has not reached the 
bierkellers of Poppenhausen - is that they are 
about as counter-intuitive as expecting a can
nonball to do a loop in the middle of its trajec
tory. ("Counter-intuitive", incidentally, is a smart 
contemporary expression meaning "My insides 
don't believe it but don't ask them to explain 
why".) 

At one time I thought these holes were simply 
an effect of flaps which introduced a discontinu
ity in the configuration of the glider. and there
fore not wholly counter-intuitive {that word has 
had three goes and I promise not to use it again 
in this issue) but Dick has produced polars for 
unflapped gliders that display the same revolt
ing pothole. So it seem to be an inherent char
acteris tic of polar curves, escaped only by 
camber-changing aerial machines such as vul
tures. 

If you can find a better 'ole, go to it! 
An engineer friend years ago told me the tale of 
another engineer who did a test from which he 
obtained a solitary point. He then drew a beauti
ful curve - which did not go through the point. 
This story is told with approval, quite rightly. The 
engineer is using a mass of prior knowledge 
gained from thousands of case studies, so that 
he knows the general shape of the curves, and 
how much to aim off for errors in measurement 
etc. That is why, given one point, he can predict 
where the whole curve should lie, like a paleon-
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to logist reconstruct ing a dinosaur from one 
knuckle. 

Of course Dick is using not one but dozens of 
points in establishing the polar of any one 
sailplane. but the general principle of applying 
generalised prior knowledge to fill in the gaps in 
particular cases is similar. Thus although the dis
tribution of points on some of Dick's curves does 
not, to my eye at any rate, suggest a hole. it might 
be that the patterns obtained from an accumula
tion of hundreds of other flight tests have con
vinced Dick that the holes are probably there, 
even when they are hard for the rest of us to dis
cern. No I'm not being ironic. it's a serious propo
sition. 

This is where computers might come in, to 
d issolve away the unavoidable scatter and 
"noise" from dozens of flight tests on different 
gliders. and after allowing for obvious differ
ences in overall performance, to leave us the 
typical classic polar, rather like when computers 
superimpose hundreds of faces to find the typi
cal human visage. Would that analysis show a 
natural tendency for polars to show a kink just a 
few knots above the best glide - or would it show 
a smooth curve. and the holes. kinks or what
ever you call them about as substantial as phlo
giston?3 

I don't buy it but ... 
You know how a small boy, who jeers when an 
older boy tells him that if he steps on the cracks 
between paving stones the Devil will rise up out 
of the ground and grab him, will nevertheless 
pick his way very carefully between the cracks 
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Between the cracks. 

from then on. In the same way, though I say 
firmly that I do not believe in Dick's holes, not for 
one minute, I find myself lurching from 60kt to 
80kt pretty abruptly to avoid spending any time 
in Dick's imaginary doldrums around 70kt. My 
passengers have also commented in a variety 
of noises and colours. lt seems their inside do 
believe something quite strongly, but maybe it is 
to do with my flying rather than my polar curves. 

3Look that up yourselves, you failed GSCE sci· 
ence crowd. &:1 

NEW RECORD 
Terrence Delore of New Zealand has had his 
world free distance record homologated. He flew 
an ASW-20 2049.44km from Wigram Airfield, 
New Zealand and departed from Kowhai river 
bridge. turning at Seddon Hotel, Five Rivers ' 
Garage and Medway river bridge, landing at 
Oueenstown Airfield. 

The flight was on November 5, 1994. The pre
vious record was held by Kart Striedieck (ASW-
20s) of USA with 1434 99km on May 12. 1994. 

FUENTEMILANOS 
John Le Coyte has good news for the fans of 
Fuentemilanos, a site he describes as "the 
Mecca o f cross-country flying in Spain." 
Foreigners can now fly with the Spanish GC in 
their g liders (LS-7, Astir o r Acro) or bring their 
own, paying Spanish rather than German prices. 
John says his bill for last year was a third of the 
previous years, and he has flown there for the 
last seven years when costs were high because 
of the affi liation with the Oerlinghausen Gliding 
School of Germany. 

He says that nearly every day during the sum
mer 300 and SOOkms are possible with 1 OOOkms 
flown on the better days. July 29 was a particu
lar special day, see below. 

The organisation. he adds, is sti ll run by 
Oerlinghausen with morning briefings etc and 
flawless launching facilities. lngo Renner gives 
advice on the ground and in a two-seater 
Nimbus. 

For further details contact the Aeronautica Del 
Guadarrama, Aerodrome de Fuentemilanos, 
Segovia, Spain. John says he would be happy 
to talk to anyone considering a visit. His tel/fax 
is 01793 790954 

And just to whet your appetite and back up 
John's claims, we have been sent the follow
ing:-

On Saturday, July 29, 15 gliders from a Ventus 
to Nimbus 4 flew 1000kms from Fuentemilanos. 
For seven pilots it was their first 1 OOOkm. Part 
of the flights were flown at 13 00011 amsl and 
the Ventus averaged about 130km/h. 

This is already number one on the list of sites 
where 1 OOOkms have been flown (Translated 
by Alan Harris from Aerokurier.) 

VINTAGE DATES 
The 1996 RendezVous International VGC Rally 
is to be held at the historic gliding site of A ana u 
Loun, 60km NW of Prague, from July 29 to 
August 4. Rana is known as the Czech 
Wasserkuppe because of its hill and it's where 
the German Erwin Primavesi flew for more than 
2hrs in 1932 in a Zogling Primary. The contact is 
Josef Mevera, Natepky 2233, CZ 44001 Louny. 
Czech Republic 

The 24th International VGC Rally is from 
August 6-16 at Farkashegy, near Budapest. 

The contact is Laszlo Meszaros, Erkel u40, 
H-1 092 Budapest, Hungary. who speaks perfect 
English and German 

CLUB COURSES 
As well as the success of the BGA courses a lot 
of pilots write to compliment various clubs on the 
quality and enjoyment of their flying weeks. 

There seems to be a trend for those unable to 
fit regular gliding into their life style to book holi· 
day courses once a year just to keep in touch 
with the sport. Also lhe SGA coaching pro
gramme is again comprehensive for the coming 
season (see the BGA News in the last issue, 
p351 ) and these carefully constructed courses 
offer a way of taking a step forward in your glid
ing expertise and confidence. 

The new coaching secretary at the BGA of
fice is Ruth Sands who has full details. 'Phone 
her on 0116 253 1051 or lax 011 6 2515939. &:1 
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N.. idea. io •pio l<aioiog beiog •• · 
searched at The Gliding Centre by Bruno 
Brown and Mike Cuming, backed up by Dave's 
"simple" school maths, suggest that i t really 
does matter where you look while turning at low 
level. Here's why. 

Wingtip moves backwards 
Oh yes the wingtip moves backwards while 

you're turning, doesn't it. So what? Everyone has 
known for years that the wing tip appears to move 
backwards while you're turning. it can be pretty 
to watch while you 're thermalling. Instructors 
know and hate this phenomenon because they 
want the pupil to see the horizon ahead and con· 
tro l the attitude/speed or slip/skid a bit better. 
Not everyone knows, however, that the effect 
reverses at tow level and then the wingtip ap· 
pears to move forwards over tne ground while 
you 're turning. 

Reversed effect traps the unwary 
The trap occurs when a pilot is making a low· 

level turn which wil l often be on to a defined track 
( eg towards a runway or other chosen landing 
area). If the pilot makes the mistake of concen
trating exclusively on looking towards his "tar· 
gel" track, perhaps 45" to one side of the nose 
(or worse. gazing directly down the wing in hor
ror as the treetops appear almost to touch it!) 
then the wingtip wi ll be in view and below a cer
tain height may give the impression that the 
glider is not turning. Application of more rudder 
will swing the wingtip rearwards and this will 
make the picture appear more normal - so of 
course this is what most p ilots will subcon
sciously do. The trap is now ready to spring. 

Here's where the spin comes in 
At some stage following the application of 

extra rudder the pilot will look over the nose 
again (quite possibly in response to a perceived 
change in noise or attitude or feel) . Since the ap
plication of extra rudder while banked will have 
caused the nose to go down, it follows that the 
view over the nose will include an unexpectedly 
large amount of ground, particularly in view of 
the low height. Notice that the erroneous control 
input to get into this situation is rudder (ie unbal
anced flight). however the instant response of 
most pilots seeing nose-low and lots of ground 
will be to pull back on the stick to alter the atti
tude. 

Cool dudes will of course spot the out-of-bal
ance (s!ip ball , yaw string or feel) and solve the 
nose-low attitude with rudder - as they should. 
But then cool dudes don't get into this mess! At 
airspeeds of 50kt or less the stick force required 
to pull the stick back to the stalling position is 
quite low and the ensuing spin entry is accom
panied by little g, buffet or other warning , most 
symptoms being masked by the sideslip which 
is of course present. 

Wind makes it worse 
The height at which the apparent motion of 

the wing tip reverses goes up as we fly faster (ie 
on approach the speed goes up on windier days) 
· so it makes sense to make your final turn higher 
when its blowing hard. Crosswind matters too, 
since an excess drift over the ground while turn-
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LOOK WHERE 
YOU'RE GOING! 
This article is not in fact about collision avoidance but about 
avoiding unexpected spins 
ing on to the runway can also present a strong 
temptation to pull back on the stick. 

200ft plus 1 OOkt/1 Okt of wind 
Here's the bottom line. At 200ft (or 300ft with 

10kt of wind, or 400ft with 20kt of wind) the ap
parent motion of the wingtip reverses. If, by some 
misfortune, you are obliged to conduct turns 
below that height. then beware - for the w1ngtip 
motlon will tempt you to over-rudder (even if 
some other bad motive doesn't) and at that 
height you can't afford to spin. Ignore the wingtip. 
keep the aircraft balanced and whatever you do. 
don't pull the stick back through the stalling 
"gate". · 

Summary 
This may explain why instructors have for 

years been trying to get final turns complete by 
300ft- perhaps without knowing why. it may also 
explain several recent spinning accidents in 
which gliders made successful launch fai lure re
coveries and turned back at lowish level only 
then to spin in during the final turn at significantly 
less than the "reversal" height. 

The remainder of this article provides an ex
planation in terms of simple school maths of why 
the effect happens, calculates heights at which 
it happens and shows that the heights at which 
we are briefed to make our final turns in various 
windspeeds are sale in theory as well as by tried 
and tested experience. 

Zero wind 
11 you look down the wing in a turn, the wing 

defines a line of sight approximately at right an
gles to the direction of flight. Not quite at right 
angles because the wing will be a little behind 
you but the approximation will serve to explain 
what happens. As the line of sight is at right an
gles to the direction of flight and as the glider is 
turning, the line of sight passes approximately 
through the axis about which the glider turns. 
Point C in Fig 1 is where the line of sight inter
sects the axis. 

At normal flying heights point C is above the 
ground and you cannot therefore see i t. If the 
glider flew at a height h so that point C coincided 
with the ground, the point C would be visible as 
the point on the ground al igned with the end of 
the wing and would appear stationary in relation 
to the wing. 

At normal flying heights, above height h, the 
line of sight defined by the wing passes through 
the invisible point C and meets the ground at a 
point G1. Since the line of sight continues to pass 
through point C as the glider flies along an arc in 
the turn round point C, the point G 1 at which the 
line of sight intersects the ground is beyond the 

axis of the turn and appears to move backwards 
as the glider turns. 

If the glider is below height h, the line of sight 
defined by the wing still passes through point C, 
but the point at which the line of sight intersects 
the ground is inside the axis of the turn and ap
pears to move forwards as the glider turns. 

We will now show that the height his around 
the same height as we make our final turns. 

Let centripetal acceleration due to the turn be a 
Let the mass of the glider be m 
Let the angle of bank in the turn be a 
Let acceleration due to gravity be g 
Let lift resolved in the p!ane of the paper be I 
(ie ignoring drag) . 

The lift vector is equal in magnitude and op
posite in direction to the resultant f of the forces 
caused by the centripetal acceleration and the 
acceleration due to gravi ty acting on the mass 
m of the glider. 

From the triangle of forces 
tan a = .m.a 

mg 
=.a 

g 

But from the radius of the turn and height 

Therefore 

tan (X = h 
R 
~#oh 
g R eq 1 

But the magnitude of centripetal acceleration 

a = ~2 where v is the airspeed 

substituting fo r a and cancelling like terms in 
equation 1: 

.-----~ = --,~~ 
So the critical height at which the wing begins 

to reverse its apparent direction over the ground 
in a turn depends on the square of the height but 
is independent of the angle of bank. 

Effect of wind 
Referring to Fig 2 and 3, the effect of wind will 

be worse when the glider is downwind at point 
A, eg at the low key point. This is because the 
point C is moving downwind at the windspeed 
so counteracting the apparent backward move
ment of the wing even if the glider is above the 
critical height h. 

When the glider is crosswind at point B the 
windspeed has no effect on the apparent back
ward motion of the wing. 
Let the wind velocity be w. 
Let the excess height at which the windspeed 
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cancels the apparent backward motion of the 
wing be x. 

Let the distance along the ground from the 
axis of the turn to the point Gx where the line of 
sight down the wing intersects the ground be r. 

The point Gx is pivoting about the axis of the 
turn with a velocity equal to the windspeed w. 
but since the axis is going downwind at speed w 
the point appears stationary. 
By inspection 'f!. !. 

V R 
(Think of the line of sight as a lever with the ful
crum at point C.) 
By similar triangles [ ~ 

Therefore 

And 

A h 

V 

X 

.--------------------

B==> c~------+B w 

FIG 2 

A 

At the low key point. select approach speed 
which we have a ru le of thumb to derive. eg ap
proach speed equals 50kt plus half the wind
speed. We thus know the airspeed v during the 

Putting some real numbers in : 
Windspeed = Okt, reversal height= 217ft. 
Windspeed = 1 Okt, reversal height = 3 12ft. 
Windspeed = 20kt, reversal height = 417ft. 
Windspeed = 40kt, reversal height = 671ft. 

Or to put it another way: 
Approach speed = 50kt. reversal height= 
21 7ft. 
Approach speed = 55kt, reversal height = 
312ft. 

LOOK WHEHE YOU'RE GOING! 

~I -. 
o ~-.:....:....-_,....,--71' 

1/\ 
')( h 
cu 

FIG 3 

turn on to base leg and final turn. 
So it is sensible to make your final turn higher 

in windy weather when your approach speed is 
higher, not just to avoid the wind gradient but 
also in case you inadvertently look down the 
wing. And you want a final turn at well over 200ft 
even on calm days. 

More to the point, look ahead, fly balanced 
and learn to disgregard the apparent change in 
the wingtip movement. a 
GUILD OF AVIATION ARTISTS 

The an nual exhibition of The Guild of Aviation Artists 
wil l be at the Carisbrooke Gallery. 63 Seymour Street. 
London W1 from July 9 19. The major award will again 
be £1000. This is an open cor11petition and entries are 
invi ted. For 01ore details contact the secretary at 71 
Bondway, London SWB 1 so. tet 0171 7350634. 

iJ Pop-Top Glider Pilots Parachute 

1\-IOMI\S 

~ 

• • • • • • • 

State of the art in emergency parachutes 
The Pop-Top. External seated pilotchute providing the fastest possible deployment. 
Fully encased risers resulting in a snag free parachute container system . 
Steerable parachutes in a range of sizes to suit all sizes of pilots . 
Soft, slim line design for the ultimate in comfort 
British built, quality assured to BS 5750 
Reliability, comfort and efficiency when it matters 

THOMAS Sports Equipment Limited 
Lofty's Loft· Pinfold Lane • Bridlington • North Humberside • Y016 5XS • Tel: 01262 678299 

ZULU GLASSTEK LTD 
* High quality repairs completed on time 
* General maintenance, wax polishing, hard sealing and instru

ment installation 
* We supply Garmin 100 mounts, tyres & tubes, hard seals, 

battery boxes, instrument accessories, tail skids & tip rubbers 

Pete Wells Workshop 01844 208157 
Home & Fax 01844 201028 Mobile 0831 273792 

* Sage (Schueman) varios now available * 
February/March 1996 15 



MARTIN YATES 

An Idiots 
Guide 
To GPS ••• 
And where "yachty" products 
may prove useful 

A, we glide' pilots koow, ~e'e "'ea oom· 
ber of excellent suppliers of GPS systems but 
some new to the sport who find this latest techno
phobic wizardy beyond them. might find this ex
planation useful. And they may save some 
money in the process. 

Aids to navigation. lt is only about 45 years 
since the first radio direction finding (RDF) re
ceivers became available for use in small craft 
(mainly boats) at costs that were affordable to 
the private owner rather than fleet operators. 
Since then the silicon chip and widespread use 
of microprocessors have revolutionised both 
electronic equipment and navigational tech
niques. From the early 1980s, when the Tansit 
satellite navigation system and Decca became 
widely available. there have been considerable 
developments with various types of navigational 
aids. 

But it should be emphasised that the growing 
number and bewildering variety of navigational 
aids and position fixing systems should always 
be considered as aids. not as replacements for 
more traditional or fundamental methods of nav· 
igation, such as using your eyes and maps. 

Global Positioning System. As most readers 
will know, the Global Positioning System (GPS) 
provides highly accurate world-wide, three-di
mensional position fixing coverage together with 
velocity and time information in all weather con
ditions. Within GPS is the Standard Positioning 
System (SPS) which is available to all users at 
no cost and will provide horizontal positioning 
within 1 OOm on a 95% probability basis. 
Accurate time plays a vital role in GPS, so each 
satellite is fitted with two caesium and two rubid
ium atomic clocks. Timing accuracy is vital be
cause being 1/1 OOOth of a second out can 
produce an error of 161 nm. Four satellites will 
always be visible at elevations greater than so 
and most modern systems will tell you how many 
satellites can be "seen" by the receiver and the 
signal strengths available. 

GPS gives the accurate measurement of dis
tance from a receiver to the number of satellites 
whose precise positions in space are known -
each satellite transmits a message saying ''this 
is my position and this is the time". The accu
racy of a GPS fix varies with the capability of the 
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user's receiver, however, there is a built in inac
curacy for non-military GPS equipment users 
which for obvious reasons I can't go into here. 

There are a wide range of suitable receivers, 
including portable handheld ones. Typically 
these display latitude/longitude, course made 
good and speed made good, altitude, range and 
bearing to a waypoint (TP) and an estimate of 
the error in the position, information on the satel
lite status and the best satellites for fixes. 

Other GPS systems. Differential GPS (DGPS) 
is a technique used to improve the accuracy of 
the basic GPS SPS system . Suitably located 
DGPS monitoring stations determine the range 
of errors by observing real time GPS signals and 
comparing them with predicted signals expected 
at the specified reference point. lt then sends 
corrections to users in the area over selected 
radio beam frequencies without detriment to the 
DF or homing signals. 

A radio receiver capable of receiving ra
diobeams. equipped with suitable de modulators 
for DGPS messages, is interfaced with the GPS 
receiver and will automatically apply the trans
mitted corrections to the navigation data. DGPS 
is expected to give navigational accuracy of bet
ter than 1 Om (and even better than that if you 
are a Tornado pilot'). 

Initially, DGPS will appeal to a limited number 
of competitive yachtsmen and glider pilots but 
may well gain more widespread popularity later. 

Where "yachty" products may prove useful ... 
As a part-time sailor as well as glider pilot/owner, 
I have d iscovered that these GPS instruments, 
and many more types in various guises and 
specifications, are available from the sail ing fra
tern ity. If you don't average or exceed say 90kt 
groundspeed then some could be useful for the 
less competitive, less ambitious gliding frater
nity with smaller budgets. Or it may be worth 
having a second cheap £150 one strapped to 
the car dashboard for your retrieve crew to de
termine which cornfield you are hiding in, and 
some handheld systems have OS co-ordinates 
as well for those who like that sort of thing. 

For example, in most yacht chandlers there 
are some attractively priced semi-portable and 
handheld GPS systems starting at £160 includ
ing VAT (a new Philips model just announced) . 
going to mid range "moving maps" handhelds at 
£255 including VAT (baby Garmin 45) and up
wards to more sophisticated portable and bulk
head mounted Philips. Magellan. Eagle, 
AccuNSAV Sport (a rather attractive handheld), 
Lowrance Global, Garmin and other systems. 

They may have certain nautical terminology 
or features like waypoints and man over board 
(MOB) . but this could also be useful if you got 
yourself lost, and MOB could be programmed 
as your home airtield or last TP, then it wi ll auto 
reverse the course heading for you to fly. But re
member the nautical GPS systems generally up
date their positioning data less frequently than 
the aeronautical equivalents and cannot guar
antee accuracy if you are a high speed (90kt) 
pilot. No comments please from you glass ship 
owners! 

I invested in the latest Garmin GPS 45 hand 
portable. At 15cmx5cmx3cm, weighing just9oz 
and giving 20hrs use on four AA batteries (or 

powered by 4v-40v supply with suitable lead), it 
is small and light enough to be strapped above 
the knee or fixed in the cockpit with velcro. 

Chandlers also stock some very useful items 
that may be utilised by glider and trailer owners 
who need robust switches, a wide and weird va
riety of stainless steel catches. hooks, lights etc, 
handheld and fixed wind direction indicators for 
the clubhouse or launch point caravan, glass
fibre repair kits for wing dollys or trailer repairs, 
mildew stain removers, a wealth of different 
ropes for tie-downs, weather-proof clothing, 
wind generators. solar panels etc. 

I suggest a visit to these Aladdin caves of al
ternative goodies that may be cheap but where 
safety is concerned, stick to tried, tested and ap
proved aircraft certified products. 

The lower cost (circa £250) handheld nautical 
GPS products include:- alpha numeric keypads, 
ten reversible rou tes wi th 20 waypoints each, 
1 00 user entered waypoints for single routes, 
satellite status, LCD backlit screens. roll ing road 
display. numeric heading or compass display, 
tal/long OS co-ordinates ;-altitude, range rings 
with zoom and pan, one-held operation. fuel and 
trip planning, moving map graphics, active 
course-to-steer displays, man overboard button, 
GOTO commands, detachable antenna for re
mote mounting. various NMEA inputsioutputs, 
"arrived at" graphic and audio TP messages, dry 
nitrogen filled cases, built-in simulator. user 
prompt help menus, sunriseisunset times, real
time world clock, 15·20hr battery life. ETA infor
mation and real-time graphic course/track plot. 

My thanks to Russell Simpson Marine at 
Brighton for the latest information on GPS sys
tems and the Garmin GPS 45. 

Editorial comment: The 1995 amendment to 
the Sporting Code makes provision for GPS for 
badge and record flights. However, this amend
ment points out that only the types of GPS and 
logger equipment specifically approved by IGC 
will be able to be used for FAI evidence, and 
such equipment w ill have to have a certain 
amount of security protection built in. Pilots buy
ing off the shelf equipment should bear in mind 
that it may not meet the IGC specification and 
so not be able to be used for IGC flight verifica
tion purposes. BGA competitions are a separate 
matter and GPS and logger equipment is sub
ject to the approval of the BGA Competitions 
Committee and not IGC. &:1 
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R.'"'" 'eade" o1 S&G will '"" " '"''""' in the October issue, p280, Chris Pullen·s story 
and my commentary on our 1 OOOkm flight in July. 
As I d rove north to Aboyne on September 30 I 
was daydreaming of how nice it would be to 
achieve a 10 OOOm height gain whilst there and 
so be the first in the UK to double all three 
Diamond requirements (and all in two-seaters at 
that). 

The first week's course produced six out of 
seven flyable days with wave up to around 20 OOOft 
on three The last day, Saturday, October 7, pro
duced only weak thermals and gave me the 
chance to keep the first half of the promise to fly 
Aboyne's two tuggies in the DG-500. Alex 
Hartland had a short flight as well as Richie 
Toon, who was helping me run the course. 

The forecast for Sunday was a fairly strong 
SSW wind with a warm front going through 
overnight leaving us in a warm sector. Ideal con
ditions for wave but perhaps too c loudy and 
probably too windy. Saturday night was a fairly 
late one for Richie and me, so when I looked out 
at~ stratocu and a strong wind on Sunday morn
ing t didn't knock on Richie's door. but left him to 
sleep in and went to the airfield alone arriving at 
about 7.45am. 

(I should explain that there was only one per
son booked on the course start ing on Sunday. 
and he had been told to join the visitors' briefing 
at9arn.) 

I was greeted at 7.45 by Alex and the other 
tug pilot, Bryony Hicks, eager to get the DG-500 
and fly. Two gaps had opened in the stratocu - a 
very small one immediately to the south (over 
Glen Tanar) and a larger one four miles to the 
north-west in the lee of Morven (the standard 
spot for contacting wave locally and one of the 
best, if not the best. hot spots in Scotland). lt 
was obviously Bryony's turn and we quickly 
towed out to the launch point, dressed for alti 
tude and prepared to launch. 

At this point we could not see up through the 
gaps in the stratocu from the airfield and had no 
idea what upper clouds there were. Bryony flew 
the take-off and the first part of the tow to get 
back in gliding practice after a lot of Pawnee and 
Cub flying. 

As we flew out under the gap in the lower 
sheet of cloud the biggest, highest and most im
pressive upper level lenticular I have ever seen 
came into view. lt was immediately obvious that 
the diluter-demand oxygen system fitted by RD 
Aviation for us two weeks previously was about 
to start earning its keep. The high level lenticu
lar looked to be about 30 OOOft and I was confi
dent enough whilst still on tow to say to Bryony 
that I thought we would reach that height. 

Release from tow was at about 3000ft above 
Aboyne (347011 amsl) and we star ted to climb 
almost immediately in the broken lift on the edge 
of the stratocu. 11 took me about a minute to re
alise that even at that height the wind was about 
60kt and there was a brief interruption as I 
pushed forward at 80kt to establish in the best 
lift. After that (to the disappointment of everyone 
who hears the story) there were no problems. 

I had feared that a 60kt wind at 3000ft would 
mean an impossibly strong wind at high altitude, 
but in fact the wind hardly changed at all. As our 
true airspeed increased above our indicated 
speed as we gained height, it became possible 

February!Marcll J 996 

CHRIS ROLLINGS 

YOU CAN BE 
LUCKY 1WICE! 
1995 was quite a season for Chris, BGA senior national 
coach, and here he describes his second memorable, record 
breaking flight 

This photograph of Chris and Bryony, with 
Lionel Sole, (Deeside GC's chairman) on the 
left, and Dave White, CFI, was taken shortly 
after landing, 

first to maintain station at 45kt and then above 
20 00011 to track up and down the wave at that 
speed. 

Rates of climb as I recall were 8kl at 5000ft, 
1 Okt at 1 0 OOOft, 9kt at 15 OOOft, 8kt at 20 OOOft, 
7kt at 25 000, 5kt at 30 000. 3-4kt at 35 000 and 
11,2kt at 38 OOOft. The biggest surprise of all, it 
wasn't at all cold in the cockpit, even at the top of 
the climb. I never bothered to put my gloves on. 

We reached the base o f the big lenticular 
cloud at 28 OOOft and we were still several thou
sand feet from the top at 38 OOOft. When we were 
getting near the base of the lenticular we tried 
exploring a few miles further to the west along 
the cloud, but found the rate of climb less there 
and returned to our original position where the 
climb picked up again. 

The stratocu below us had been reducing 
throughout the climb and by the time we reached 
the top was down to about % giving a magnificent 
view of al l of Scotland barring the west coast. 

With plenty of oxygen left and cloud amounts 
below us reducing, the decision to descend was 
taken with a much reduced rate of climb, mean
ing that considerably more time would be 
needed either to find better li ft (I'm sure there 
was some to be found) or to climb significantly 
higher in what we had. 

My view was that with the two-seater and sin-

gle-seater maximum height records comfortably 
exceeded there was little point in greatly extend
ing the period at what I regarded as higher risk 
altitudes for just a little more height. (I regret that 
to some extent now. I think we probably came 
down too soon, but too late is much too late and 
just right is hard to find.) 

The descent with full brake at about 70-75kt 
was uneventful An initial rate of descent of 
380011/min was reduced to 1000-2000ft!rni n 
once we were below 20 00011 and I switched to 
1 00% oxygen and stayed on that down to 8000ft 
to try to make up for any deficit higher up and 
speed up restoration of full cognitive facilities 

Over Glen Tanar at 2000ft we proved to our
selves that we could have climbed away again if 
we wished. Then a bumpy but uneventful circuit 
and a stra ightforward landing 2hrs and 12rnin 
after take-off. Then champagne and forms. 

Footnote. As we landed Richie Toon and a 
course member were climbing towards 31 500ft 
in the BGA Puchacz. Later in the day Lemmy 
Tanner reached 36 00011 still climbing in his Vega 
and broke off the climb because his (repaired) 
canopy was making ominous cracking sounds 
Richie reported a 14kt rate of climb at 20 OOOft. 
the best I heard of that d~y. 

The strong crossw1nd and turbulence re
stricted launching to the more experienced pi
lots so the day of days produced a record but 
unfortunately not a vast crop of badge claims. 

Finally · do I want to go back up there again?. 
YES I can't wail for the chance a 
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LEARN TO GLIDE IN A WEEK ... 
... AND WHY NOT? 

Why choose us? 

* We guarantee a minimum of 40 t1ights or 
10 hours per week - or a cash refund 

* l week course ft.·cs start at £199 - less than 
[,5 per flight! 

* Our instructors arc dedicatt-d professionals -
the best- vvith a maximum of 3 pupils each 

* Open all yeor for courses at all levels 

* l)(J% of our pupils choos~ to return for 
more advanced training 

* We use winches, acrotows and motorgliders 
to maximise your achievements 

THE GLIDING CENTRE 
Tcl/Fax (01295) 688151 

FLIGHT SAFETY COURSES 
ONE DAY £85 

SPINNING FOR SAFETY - k:1rn how to 

control your aircraft and avoid unwanted stalls 
and spins 

SPINNING FOR FUN- explore spinning 
characteristics under expert guidance 

LAUNCH FAILURE RECOVERIES-
conquer your anxieties, even at low level 

FIELD LANDINGS- smoothly, safely, 
successfully 

JUST HOW GOOD ARE YOU?
confiden tial assessment and personal 
development pbn 

THE GLIDING CENTRE 
Tel/Fax (01295) 688151 

British Gliding Association 

THE 1000 CLUB MONTHLY LOTTERY 
A great chance to win substantial cash prizes and at the 
same time enable the Philip Wi lls Memorial Fund to 
make loans to clubs for site purchase and development. 

1000 is the target number of members to participate in 
this monthly lottery which started in July 1992. When 
1 000 members subscribe £1 .00 a month each then the 
monthly first cash prize will be £250.00. 

HALF of the proceeds go to the Philip Wills Memorial 
Fund to help wlth its work in developing BGA clubs and 
the other HALF is distributed each month in the form of 
6 CASH PRIZES. The more participants we have. the 
greater the prize money pool. 

1st PRIZE- 50% of the prize money pool. 
5 Runner Up Prizes of 10% each of the prize money 
pool. 

Chances/numbers can only be bought from the BGA at 
£1.00 each. Those whose money has been received at 
the BGA by the end of each month will then participate 
in the draw on the first Wednesday of each following 
month. Tickets will not be issued in order to keep the ad
ministrative costs low but each member will purchase a 

"number" which will go into the draw. lt is hoped that 
members will purchase 12 months' worth of tickets at a 
time. Winners will receive their prizes direct from the 
BGA and a list of their names will be published in S&G. 

Please complete the form below and return it to the BGA 
with your payment. Please note that only BGA members 
and their families may participate and that the BGA is 
registered under the Lotteries And Amusements Act 
1976 with Leicester City Council. 

Barry Rolfe 
Promoter 

r----------------------------------------------------
To: Barry Rolfc, British Gliding Association, Kimberley House. 

Vaughan Way, Leicester LE1 4SE 

Please include me in the "1 000 club" and I enclose £12.00 (payable to 
BGA) for twelve months of entries, or multiples thereof. 

Name .. ... ...... . ... .... .. .. . . .. .. . Signed 

Address 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 
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BERT HANDWORK 

he yellow golden wings are small , just under 
two inches, but of intricate design. The letters B 
and G stand out right away, the intertwined C 
appears later. Closer examination reveals an A 
above the 0 which encircles the first three let
ters. These wi l'] gs are t11e emblem of the 
Association of BAFO Gliding Clubs , wherein 
BAFO stands for British Air Forces of 
Occupation. 

BAFO 
REM BE RED 

These clubs were part of a very special era in 
the llistory of British gliding. it was a time when 
the very best of aircraft and some of the best 
sites in northern Germany were made available 
to the rank and file of the RAF and to a fortunate 
few ottlers. I was one of the latter in 1949. 

As the allied forces overran Germany at the 
end of the war, they came across a multitude of 
gliders. Some were shipped to Great Britain and 
the United States for analysis. Most of those in 
the American zone were destroyed as repre
senting "war potential". The majority were 
burned. At least one, the fabulous Darmstadt 
Akaflieg's D-30 Cirrus, was dynamited. A large 
number of aircraft from the French zone were 
shipped back to France for eventual use by their 
gliding clubs. 

In the British zone, someone in a position of 
authority thought gliding and soaring co~cJid be
come a rather useful recreational activity which 
might help to improve morale among the occu
pying forces (and might keep them from in
dulging in some other officially less desirable 
activities). A very few clubs were formed by the 
Army, at least one by the Navy, but the majority 
were under the aegis of BAFO. After all, who 
was most likely to be interested in flying? 

Some of these clubs were based at RAF air
fields in northern Germany: Fassberg, 
Gutersloh, Lubeck, Luneberg, Oldenburg and 
Wahn come to mind. A few were at traditional 
pre-war soaring sites like Oerlinghausen, 
Salzgitter and Sylt. However, the crown jewel 
was the AHQ club at "der lth" or, as we called it, 
Scharfoldendorf. 

"Scharf" was one of the premier sites in 
Germany. Certainly it was the best in the British 
zone of northern Germany. Only the 
Wasserkuppe was clearly more famous. The site 
at Scharf is somewhat similar in configuration to 
the Long Mynd or Sutton Bank but on a much 
larger scale. They fly from the top of the ridge 
and it was, without doubt, the most beautiful site 
from which I have ever flown. 

Bert and the SG-38 at Scharf. He gai ned his 
Silver badge in the Minimoa while with 
BAFO. A member of the Arizona Soaring 
Association, he Is a reg ula r visitor to 
Europe and has flown at many UK sites. 

As J.S. R.Salmond described it in the February 
1956 issue of Gliding, p27: " ... no more perfect 
setting for gliding can be imagi ned. A huge 
meadow thickly carpeted with cowslips and pur
ple ladysmock, it is set on top of tl1e 12 mile lime
stone ridge clothed in beech forest , with similar 
foothills of the Harz mountains rolling away on 
all sides." 

Flying took place every possible day, all year 
long. The lift off that 800ft ridge was best in a 
west wind; east winds were usable though the 
lift was never as strong. That limestone ridge 
could generate wonderful thermals. I even flew 
in wave there once- it was weak but smooth. 
We didn't know w~at it was back then. 

We all learned to fly by the traditional einsitzer 
method, solo from the start, using a primary 

Grob Twin 11118mtr, now all carbon 
25KG lighter 

Self-Launcher: Full dual control 
VP propeller 
Highly automated operation 
.First SL with FAA certification 
50 sold 
Short delivery 

Sailplane is the same specification but sans 
engine. 

Send for details: 
JOHN ADAMS 
SOARING (OXFORD) L TO 
Hoc Mill, lngestre, Stafford 
Tel: 01889-881495 Fax: 01889 882189 

February!March 1996 

The BAFO wings above were drawn by Bert's 
granddaughter, liz Nieboer. 

glider (SG-38) and progressing to the Grunau 
Baby, which introduced you to soaring flight, 

You didn't know it then , but flying the old SG 
was probably the most pure fun you would ever 
have in any kind of aircraft. There was some
thing very special about the feel of the wind in 
your face and the humming produced in flight by 
all those wires. When there was snow on the 
ground , you could even make a few snowballs 
to take aloft to throw at the winch driver or at 
other unwary spectators (a benefit denied pilots 
of modern sailplanes). 

More importantly , of course, by learning the 
basic principles of solo fligl1t you developed a 
degree of self-confidence that would never leave 
you. The aircraft we had in 1949 would gladden 
the heart of any vintage enthusiast. In addition 
to the SG-38 and Grunau Baby, I had the privi 
lege of flying the Kranich , Mu-13, Minimoa and: 
Weihe at Scharf and the G6vier , Rh6nbussard 
and Mu-17 at other clubs. A Rh6nsperber was 
in our shop for repairs but I never got to see it 
fly. Several other clubs had the Meise. 

There was even a Horton 4B (later identified 
as LA -AD) at der lth. I saw that fantastically 
beautiful sailplane fly and, unfortunately, 
cartwheel while landing along a steep slope. it 
never flew again and is now being restored to 
become a museum piece in Germany. 

The privilege of flying these classic ships , as 
well as participating in club activities (to include 
instructing ab-initios) and competing in the 1949 
BAFO gliding competitions were wonderful, 
never to be forgotten experiences. 

The BAFO clubs produced hundreds of en
thusiastic pilots and some soaring superstars. 
Robert Forbes gained Go ld badge (No.3) and 
flew in the World Championships of 1948. 1950 
and 1952. Peter G. Mallet!, witt1 Gold badge No. 
7, flew in the 1948 and 1950 Worlds. Other fa
miliar names include Wally Kahn (Gold badge 
No. 1 0) and Andy Gough. People to remember 
indeed. i:l 
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'm"'"' dood' appea' all the yeac mood le tropical regions but over the UK they become in-
creasingly rare in winter. Quite fierce cu-nims 
do occur even in midwinter but they are nearly 
always concealed in the ubiquitous layer clouds. 
Here are some notes on layer clouds, starting 
from the top and working down. 

Noctilucent clouds 
These are extremely high cloud layers which 

can Ollly be seen at night during the summer 
months from places north of latitude 50. They 
occur at heights around 80-85km and are visible 
because they are still illuminated by the midnight 
sun . These clouds show signs of wave activity 
and elements appear to move at speeds of 1 00 
to 300kt. 

Cirrus (Ci) 
The name comes from the Latin "cirrus" 

meaning lock or tuft of hair. Cirrus is the highest 
cloud layer normally visible. lt is formed of ice 
crystals which may refract sunlight to produce a 
halo round the sun. 

The commonest effect is a ring of 22° radius 
round the sun but there are several other phe
nomena such as arcs and "mock suns" which 
appear from time to time. 

Cirrus hooks and fibres 
The ice cryst<tls in cirrus fall much faster than 

the droplets of water in lower clouds but they are 
slow to evaporate and so form long trails. Cirrus 
trails often form in unstable air below the 
tropopause ; individual puffs rise like small cu 
with a lift of a couple of knots. These initial clouds 
may even contain supercooled droplets of water 
for a short time but they rapidly become ice crys
tals. These ice particles then curl over in the wind 
shear and start to descend. 

Fig 1 illustrates three stages in the formation 
of cirrus hooks and fibrous trails . The trail of sink
ing crystals is carried away by the strong winds 
aloft to form hooked fibres which are aligned 
along the wind shear. These clouds are also 
called "mares' tails" . (Photo A.) 

If the shear is due to speed change alone the 
cirrus trails give a useful guide to the upper wind 
direction. However, when both windspeed and 
direction alter with height the cirrus streaks be
come confusing and may seem to cross. 

TOM BRADBURY 

LAYER 
CLOUDS 
Those who only have a vague idea of the influence of 
various clouds will look at the sky with new interest and 
authority after reading Tom's article 

Cirrostratus (Cs) 
The word stratus comes from the Latin . lt is 

the past participle of the verb to flatten out or 
cover with a layer. Cirrostratus sheets are the 
first sign of the widespread uplift of air, usually 
ahead of an active frontal system. These sheets 
grow to cover thousands of square miles. 

Anvil cirrus 
The most powerful uplif.t occurs in cu-nim 

clouds. The updraft inside a massive cu-nim may 

Photo A. Strands of fine cirrus 

reach 1 OOkt or more and when this reaches the 
tropopause its momentum carries it on to produce 
a dome which penetrates the stratosphere. Here 
the cloud top is very much colder than the sur
rounding stratospheric air. The lift ceases but the 
momentum is deflected horizontally to form the 
typical cu-nim anvil. In still air the anvil spreads 
out all round the summit of the cu-nim but when 
there is a strong upper wind the anvil cirrus is car
ried downwind, often for scores of miles and 

Photo B_ Thickening cirrostratus spreading from the right and k'illing 
the shallow cu below. 

Photo C. A band of jet stream cloud spreading from the NW (right to 
left) ahead of a distant front. 



Photo D. Thin altostratus degenerating into altocu at the leading edge. Photo E. Cells of altocu. 

CIRRU S 

Fig 1. Growth of cirrus hooks. 

sometimes (in a tropical jet) for as much as a thou
sand miles. The size of the cu-nim anvil gives an 
indication how long the updraft has lasted. 

Effect of cirrus on thermals 
Thin strands of cirrus seldom reduce the solar 

energy enough to stop thermals overland but a 
continuous sheet of cirrostratus progressively 
reduces thermal activity and eventually practi
cally all convection ceases. Photo B shows Cs 

Photo G. Thin stratocu. 

thickening from the right. The flat cu beneath 
turned grey and faded out in the distance as ther
mals ceased. 

When the cloud first spreads over it seems to 
make thermals feel softer and cuts out the strong 
surges. lt gives the impression that the thermals 
have changed gear. Although the lift is weaker 
the areas of heavy inter-thermal sink are much 
reduced loo. 

Jet stream cloud 
Photo C was taken looking westwards to

wards a distant front. A long streak of high cloud 
extended ahead of it lying approx NW to SE (right 
to left) along the line of the upper jet. Some of 
the shallow cu below marked weak wave activ-
ity. Jet streams often help lee waves because 
the strong upper winds deflect wave energy back 
towards the ground. 

Altostratus (As) 
The prefix comes from the Latin "altum" 

(height). This is usually a dismal grey layer of 
cloud which forms below the level of cirrostratus . 
Ahead of advancing fronts the altostratus merges 
with the cirrostratus to form a gently sloping sheet 
of cloud . Since altostratus consists of water 
droplets there are none of the halo phenomena 
which the ice crystals of cirrus produce. 

Apart from an absence of haloes a thin sheet 
of altostratus looks very like thick cirrostratus. 
The leading edge of altostratus is often thin 
enough to reveal the sun as a diffuse blob. As 
the front approaches most altostratus sheets be
come several thousand feet thick, turn grey and 

(. ·.
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Photo F. A distrail cut in thin altocu by an 
aircraft. 

obscure the sun . Photo D shows an advancing undulations. There may also be tendrils of pre-
sheet of thin altostratus which had degenerated cipitation (usually snowflakes) falling from the 
to form altocu at the leading edge. sheet and evaporating in the drier air below. 

The base of As usually looks totally feature- When precipitation reaches the ground the cloud 
less but a low angle of illumination (at sunset or is called nimbostratus from the Latin: 
sunrise) often shows striations and billow like nimbus=rainy cloud . • 

Photo H. Top of a stratocu layer showing billows formed by wind shear. 



LAYER CLOUDS 

An altostratus sheet almost always reduces 
the sun's heat so much that any thermals die out 
quickly. Just occasionally , when thermals have 
been very strong earlier in the day, one may still 
find smooth rather weak lift right up to the start 
of the rain. Thereafter lack of lift and wet wings 
soon ends any soaring 

Nimbostratus (Ns) 
Fig 2 shows three cross-sections of a front 

showing where the Ns occurs. (.1\) is the text
book warm front with the cloud layer start1ng as 
cirrus and gradually thickening and lowering to 
form altostratus and finally nimbostratus. (B) 
shows cumulus towers building up through and 
extending above the nimbostratus. This occurs 
when the upper winds bring dry air above the 
front. Dry air aloft produces potential instability 
and precedes cu-nim development. The h1gh 
level cu drop ice crystals into the layer and stim
ulate outbreaks of heavier rain. (C) shows a very 
different situation caused by a Mesoscale 
Convective System (MCS). The MCS starts as 
a collection of cu-nim and grows a vast area of 
nimbostratus. 

Altocumulus (Ac) 
Although this can refer to high based cumu· 

Ius the word more often refers to a layer of high 
cloud which has a cellular pattern , sometimes 
with rolls and billows. it can develop from a sheet 
of altostratus which has lost its uplift and is be· 
ginning to break up or it may spread out from the 
tops of cumuli . Photo E shows altocu. 

Radiation from an altocu layer cools the cloud 
top and begins to destabilise the cloud layer. A 
slow cellular circulation can then develop form
ing islets of cloud with narrow gaps in between 
formed by descending air. The effect 1s mod1f1ed 
when there is a vertic::>l wind shear. This alters 
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the pattern into rows and ripples. The process is 
not simple and one can find the npples aligned 
in different directions in the same cloud . Th1s 
makes it difficult to guess the direction of the 
upper wind from the appearance of the cloud. 
Thermals may still occur below thin altocu but 
they are likely to be weak and tend to die out 
early in the afternoon as the sun angle de
creases. 

Photo F shows a "distrait" in a thin layer of 
very high altocu . it occurs when a heavy aircraft 
flies through the layer. Tne wingtip vort1ces com· 
bine to produce a strong down wash. This blows 
the cloud down below its condensation level thus 
evaporating the droplets and leaving a clear 
channel. Distrails are effectively the reverse of 
contrails but are much less common. 

Medium level instability and virga 
Large scale effects, such as the. approach of 

an upper trough or cold front, occasionally desta
bilise the air enough for the shallow layer of al
tocu to grow turrets of high level cumulus 
(castellanus) . These are often forerunners of a 
thundery outbreak. . 

At other times the turrets of cu wh1ch start off 
composed of water droplets become glaciated 
and release trails of ice crystals called "virga" or 
"fallstreaks". Ice crystals usually descend very 
much faster than the droplets of water which 
form the clouds. If the ice crystals fall into a layer 
of cloud below they stimulate the supercooled 
droplets to grow into precipitation elements. 
(See Fig 3. ) This process, known as seeding , 
can produce rain from a previously mert cloud 
layer (Fig.3) . 

Artificial seeding 
Some years ago it was popular to fly over a 

cloud layer and seed it by dropping "dry ice" into 
it. The experimenters were not always success
ful In rainmaking. 

Sometimes they merely made a hole in the 
cloud sheet. At other times they made a shower 
but were then sued for pinching the rain from a 
farmer downwind, or for raining off a baseball 
match. 

Stratus (St) 
Any featureless layer of cloud can be called 

stratus but in the absence of a pref1x such as 
"alto" it is taken to mean low cloud. If the base is 
dangerously low the term "low stratus" is used, 
often combined w ith some warnmg of hill or 
coastal fog. 
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Fig 3. Ice crystals from high cu seeding a 
stratus layer to make rain. 

Fig 4. Small cu thickening below an inversion 
to make a stratocu layer and (lower half) dis
persal of stratocu due to seeding with ice 
crystals. 

Just as altostratus can change into altocu so 
can stratus become stratocu (Se) . Photo G 
shows a layer of Se with breaks making it re 
semble Ac. Satellite pictures often show that a 
field of featureless stratus can merge into a field 
of stratocu when an increase of wind makes the 
air turbulent or a change of stability produces 
weak vertical currents in the layer. Stratus and 
stratocu are very common clouds and often ex
tend for 1 OOOkm over the oceans. In some Arctic 
regions stratus can last for weeks. 

The UK often suffers from stratus or stratocu 
blowing in from the North Sea. In winter the cloud 
sheet can last for days. There is nearly always a 
strong inversion capping the cloud layer and the 
air above is often very dry. lnvers1ons often have 
a wind shear above them. The shear produces 
billows in the top of the stratocu. This is illus
trated in photo H. 

The level of the i nversion is important. If it is 
low the cloud sheet breaks up as it passes 
across the high ground leaving sheltered regions 
clear. 

The vertical motion in most stratus clouds is 
very small, often much less than 0.1 kt. This ·is 
barely sufficient to produce enough condensa
tion to maintain the c loud. Any l1ft1ng, such as 
ups lope flow, helps to form a thicker cloud. Slope 
lift also results in a lowering of the cloudbase 
too. In the absence of a hill most of the cooling 
is due to passage over a cold surface and mix
ing caused by turbulent eddies. 

Effect of a cold surface 
Surface cooling strengthens the inversion 

which often exists before any cloud fo rms. 
Strong surface cooli ng generally produces fog 
first. As the fog t11ickens radiation from the top 
cools the air there making the layer deeper and 
the inversion even sharper. I! also produces 
slight instability in the cloud layer. This helps the 
growth of weak convective edd1es w1th1n the 
cloud . 

An increase of wind is apt to upset the deli· 
cate balance within the fog and often results in it 
lifting off the surface to for m stratus. However 
sea fog has been observed to persist with winds 
of 25kt. 

Effect of a warmer sea 
When the air flows over a warmer sea con· 

vective currents carry moisture from the sea up 
to the base of any inversion. The inversion usu
ally forms in the centre of anticyclones and ex· 
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tends several hundred miles out: the base often 
rises as one travels further from the centre. 
When cold air is drawn into this anticyclonic cir
culation the first effect is to set ofl small cumu
lus, often in stre..ets 

The region beneath the inversion presently 
becomes saturated with the moisture evapo
rated from the warm sea and carried aloft by ther
mals. The scattered cu then merge to form a 
continuous layer of stratocu. 

See Fig 4 (top half). Stratocu commonly de
velops in the north-westerly flow on the eastern 
flank of large slow moving anticyclones. 11 is sad 

REVIEW· Data Logger 
Analysis 
Only two GPS data logger analysis programs 
currently have BGA approval for competition 
use, Ken Sparkes' TaskFinder and Specialist 
Systems' Flight Check. Max Kirschner has done 
a great deal of testing for the BGA verifying both 
programs actually work properly and give identi
cal results. This review examines ease of use 
and how they function. Both programs require 
EW View to produce a OAT file and their next 
updates will also read the new GPS files. 

TaskFinder Data Logger Analysis is a 
Windows program. Analysis is started by the 
drag and drop method or highlighting a file and 
clicking one of three hot spots for barograph 
analysis, map and TP analysis, or detailed flight 
analysis of timings. 

There are two barograph analysis levels, Quick 
Viel.'! (autoscaled to fill the screen) to verify no 
early outlandings, and Detailed Analysis where 
the trace can be interrogated for useful informa
tion, such as height gained, rate of climb, time 
spent c limbing, distance drifted and wind 
strength, time, lat and long. The cursor keys step 
the marker along the trace with continuous read
cuts of time, lat and long, height, vario and 
speed. Beneath the barograph are a pair of 
graphs showing speed and vario reading for the 
entire flight, from 0900 to 2000hrs Clicking on 
the near button, (also present in the task view), 
gives the nearest BGA TP within 3km . Max 
height displayed is 100 OOOft. 

Task Viewer displays the selected country's 
map with the task, track and airspace superim
posed, and is zoomable. Clicking the right 
mouse button expands areas of interest. Map 
details can be removed for faster operation. Up 
to five TPs can be verified as properly rounded 
or not with the appropriate penalty, and dis
ta,lces between data points or to the sector 
boundary can be measured. The F-keys take 
you to each individual TP. Progress through the 
task can also be viewed with an "instrument" 
readout of speed, height, vario and position. 
Three-D view shows vertical lines representing 
the height around the task map. 

Flight Analysis provides a detailed list of tim
ings such as logger on and off, launch, start and 
finishes, time at each TP, total time on task and 
speed around the task. Speed Analysis brings 
up the speed for each separate leg. Warnings 
on and lists of missed GPS fixes and apparent 
speeds in excess of 180kt are given. On com-
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that some of the best soaring days are also found 
in these north-westerlies. 

Importance of cloud top radiation 
Once the stratocu sheet has formed, radia

tion from the top cools the air beneath the inver
sion. This helps to keep the cloudy air unstable, 
so much so that even when there are no ther
mals convective sti rring keeps the air well mixed 
up aloft and maintains the stratocu layer. The 
cloud sheet may not break until it reaches a 
range of mountains. 

pletion of the analysis, all these results are saved 
to a file for each glider. 

Being intended for competition use, details of 
the finish line's length and direction, start sector, 
startline open time and so on are required. But 
for individual personal use, TaskFinder also of· 
fers non competition use where only start, finish 
and TPs are needed. The finish is a couple of 
circles centred on the airfield and on entering ei
ther circle the most realistic finish time is cho
sen, with a normal sector drawn around the start 
point. Thus any flight can conveniently be anal· 
ysed in detail. complete with all timings as above. 

British and Polish maps and databases are 
included, selectable at the start of the program, 
and Ken is extending this to other countries. 

Intuitive and easy to use, this software really 
needs a powerful computer to run satisfactory, 
long tasks being very slow to process on my 
386sx. lt's much more acceptable on my 486sx, 
and really flies along on a 486dx2 100, process
ing 10hr flights in 8-10sec The beta pre-release 
version I examined (October) of the next update 
already included French, German and Dutch 
databases (cross border flights are allowed) with 
Spanish and Swedish data in preparation. Zoom 
control now selects screen widths lrom 38 to 
1600km, Fl ight Index lists all tasks, with their 
TPs, and every TP can be included on the map 
for better visualisation of your flight. 

Flight Check has many of the basic features 
listed above in a DOS package, making it a faster 
than TaskFinder Logger Analysis, which is im
portant on older computers. But it lacks several 
of the extras in TaskFinder. The interface is a bit 
plainer, often just a black background. 

On selecting analysis of a flight, via the mouse 
or cursor keys, the numerical data screen is dis
played first. in the same format as Task Finder, 
followed by the TP analysis screen with TP times 
and leg speeds displayed. Six TPs plus start and 
fin ish can be examined illi tially, with several 
more screens showing extra TPs, six at a time, 
available via Page Down. Clicking on these small 
images or pressing the F-keys expands them to 
full screen. Small icons take you to barogragh, 
map or back to the numerical screen. The baro
graph trace indicates the start, TPs, finish or 
landout, a feature missing from the TaskFinder 
program . The trace is autoscaled to the flight 
time, with a max height of 9000ft, and displays 
ROC and speed graphs beneath the trace. While 
you can step through the trace interrogating 
points for height, climb rate, speed, time and po
sition, there is no facility under barograph to cal
culate average rate of climb for a thermal. This 
option is available under the map view, where 
thermal drift. and height gain are also calculated. 

LAYER CLOUDS 

Glaciation may dissolve the cloud 
However, if the inversion gets higher so that 

the cloud top rises above the -6°C level glacia
tion may begin (Fig 4, lower half). This changes 
the water droplets into ice crystals. As the 
strands of ice fall out they seed the supercooled 
droplets below. 

Then the whole layer falls out as ice trails and 
starts to fade away. The process of glaciation 
can get rid of quite deep clouds. Even an anvil 
cu-nim can dissolve into wispy tra ils in fifteen 
minutes. ~ 

The map function has no coastline or 
airspace, but can be zoomed in to almost any 
magification. Drawing a box with the mouse 
around any area of the map expands it for de
tailed examination. Cl icking on a data point with 
the right button brings up a small box listing time, 
height, lat and long and grid reference. Any com
bination of time, position, height, climb rate. OS 
reference. or speed can be displayed next to 
every data point. While this can vastly overcrowd 
the screen at normal views, it's handy for a quick 
check near thermals, TPs, finishes etc, where 
the map can be scrolled about and zoomed. If 
several rapid key presses are made, height, time 
etc a re not redrawn until the last keystroke for 
rapid zooming or scrolling. Flight Check gives a 
continuous distance readout as the mouse is 
dragged away from a marker, enabling many 
distances to be checked quickly. The forthcom
ing update will now include airspace and the abil
ity to jump from a marked climb on the barograph 
to the appropriate section of the map. 

Flight Check is more suitable on older slow 
computers than TaskFinder. On a fast modern 
machine. of course, there would be little speed 
difference between the programs, but I prefer 
TaskFinders' Windows interface and useful ex
tras including Non Competition use. Near button 
and reliving the flight data point by point. 

Both cost £50. TaskFinder 01296 651469, 
Specialist Systems 01 276 33706. 

JOHN WRIGHT 
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John Bridge Chris Pollard Cliff Robinson Chris Wills Mike Young Ron King 

WHAT HAVE THEY ALL IN COMMON? 
Yes, they are all glider pilots but one of the fascinating things about the sport Is how lt 
appeals to so many different kinds of people for various reasons. We have featured a cross
section and would love to hear from anyone who has found yet another bonus In gliding 

THE LONG DISTANCE PILOT 

John Bridge 

T he following flight took place from Gransden 
Lodge on August Bank Holiday 1995 and might 
give some idea of what drives me to fly cross
countries. I was to fly our syndicate Nimbus 3or 
and so I arrived at the field early in the morning 
to find a strong northerly wind blowing under a 
clear blue sky. After a quick chat with our 
weather man. I wheeled the Nimbus from its T
hangar and suggested to my chum Martin 
Aldridge that we should attempt a 500km 0 /R to 
North Yorkshire. With the forecast conditions the 
task looked barely possible and would rely on 
the wind dropping with strong thermals develop
ing further north. (Lesson 1: always set tasks 
which challenge one's known abi lities) 

An itinerant Pawnee got us airborne and we 
hunted around for a decent thermal, eventually 
settling for a scrappy climb to 2800ft and a start 
over the clubhouse at 1139hrs. Pushing into a 
strong headwind we worked our way down to 
150011 before finding a thermal weak enough 
to drift us right back over the airfield again. 
Clearly. the flight had not started wel l but we 
still had the whole day ahead of us. (lesson 2: 
have faith, have patience, don't give up.) Our 
second start came at 1205 after a more solid 
climb to 3300ft. 

One hour and 50km later we had reached 
Sibson where we saw cumulus ahead building 
up to 7 octas and 3500ft and I decided to try 
those rather than the virtually blue patches to 
the east. Unable to make the built-up cu work I 
changed my mind and headed for the wide ly 
separated clouds instead . (Lesson 3: know 
when to alter tactics). Conditions were unreli
able and cycling every 30min, so that decision 
making was more risk-laden than I'd have pre
ferred. Past Grantham we were spurred on by 
what appeared to be better weather ahead and 
at Finningley our persis tence was rewarded 
with solid climbs to 4000ft. (Lesson 4: if condi
tions are bad where you are, they will be better 
somewhere else- we won't dwell on the con 
verse.) 

We made a fast run to Burn where we noticed 
large gaps between York and the Pennines and 
after unsuccessfully searching for usable wave 
(Lesson 5: keep an open mind about the soar
ing possibilities available) we diverted further 
west towards better looking clouds nearer the 
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hills. We contacted a good thermal below a hang 
glider pilot who waved at us vigorously. presum
ably in traditional northern greeting. We found 
further climbs over Harrogate and Ripon, divert
ing back towards Dishlorth for an excellent ther
mal to 5000ft. The run to the TP was in the blue. 
dead air stretching ahead all the way to the hori
zon, the GPS taking an eternity to tick away the 
final few miles. (Lesson 6: sometimes you have 
to take a chance.) We reached Northallerton at 
1635hrs having achieved only 54km/h for the leg 
and at that point neither of us thought that there 
would be enough day left to complete the task 
We needed over 1 OOkm/h to stand a chance but 
we did have a 15kt tailwind ancl some clouds 
ahead so giving up was not an option. 

Our first climb af ter the TP was at Ripon 
(nearly 50km from our pre-TP climb at Dishforth) 
after which we followed clouds along the edge 
of the Pennines - to the east there appeared to 
be very little thermic activity due to ci rrus thick
ening from the north-west and I guessed that the 
clouds we were using only existed due to some 
wave activity helping things along. (lesson 7 
you can either rely on chance or you can make 
your own luck.) Sticking to the hills we found sur
prisingly strong thermals under grey skies with 
long glides in between and despite the discon
certing flatness of the cloudstreets to the west of 
track we chose to use these rather than risk the 
more transient isolated ones on track. We were 
now accepting 2kt climbs rather than 5kt but the 
tailwind pushed us relentlessly homewards (isn't 
the R part of an OiR wonderlul with a tailwind?). 
Near Saltby I played with the computer and to 
my huge surprise began to realise that one more 
climb might get us horrie. 

Our final climb was near Cottesmore, still 
73km from home, where we took a painfully slow 
1.3kt to 4700ft to give us a 400ft advantage over 
the glide and with nothing but dead air to aim for 
we headed for Gransden. Over the next half hour 
1 was able to share with Martin the agony I regu
larly experience on final glide. The day's ther
mals were effectively dead but I still suffered the 
despair o f having to push through excessive 
sink, only rarely able to pull back to best glide in 
better air to get back some of the height advan
tage. The margin came down to 200ft, went neg
ative and positive again until, with only 5min to 
go, we knew for certain we would make it and at 
1856hrs we arrived with enough height for an 
effective, fast finish in front of the clubhouse at a 
now inactive Gransden Lodge. 

After we had landed and the adrenalin had 
stopped pumping we post-flighted the glider and 
returned it to the T-hangar, the bar beckoning. 

Both Martin and I agreed that it had been a super, 
memorable flight and one which had taught us 
both something new. There are countless 
lessons in soaring but Lesson 8 is, for me. the 
most important one of all and the reason I keep 
flying cross-countries - no two days are the same 
and there is always something more to learn. 

THE AEROBATIC PILOT 

Chris Pollard 

How did it begin? Sitting in the clubhouse on a 
wet afte rnoon, watching the ra in beat against 
the perspex window, my attention was caught 
by a notice on the board between the inevitable 
small ads of an advanced aerobatics course. 
Curiosity aroused, I read further, but the adver
tisement was not very forthcoming. 11 contained 
various pieces of marginally comprehensible jar
gon, a date, a location. a name and a number. lt 
seemed intriguing, though. and worth a second 
look, so I tore the corner off the Daily Express 
and jotted down the number. 

The next day I called the number and spoke 
to Gee Dale, the manager at Nympsfield, whom 
I assumed to be the course instructor. We dis
cussed the details of the course, bull was still 
somewhat in the dark as to exactly what I was 
letting myself in for. 

Despite this, the package sounded interest
ing and not excessively pricey, so I sent the de
posit and booked some holiday. 

Eventually the waiting was over and I arrived 
at Nympsfield with the car hot and shedding oil. 
Briefing had already started, so I marched in and 
introduce myself to Gee. This was greeted with 
blank looks, and after a moment it transpired that 
Pete Mallinson, not Gee, was running the 
course. Not a very good start. 

11 was a sunny, clear morning, so briefing soon 
gave way to the first training session. The syl
labus was already sounding more complicated 
than I thought. We all trooped out to the field, 
heading toward the Puchacz, with Pete describ
ing the first warming-up manoeuvre - the com
peti tion spin. This involved one complete turn 
with vertical down line on exit and the exit on 
entry heading. I looked at Gary. Gary looked at 
Guy. Guy looked at me. We all looked at Pete. 
"Barking". says Guy Right on. 

So the training started. Good grief, you could 
stop a spin on a chosen heading, and no. the 
wings don't come off if you hold a vertical exit. 
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The general level of nervousness began to di
minish, so the heavens promptly opened. We 
retired under a handy K-7 wing to continue the 
briefing, with rain dripping down my neck from 
the aileron hinge. 

As we progressed, things started coming to
gether. The spin was becoming less daunting 
and it even started to look respectable from the 
judging standpoint. We moved on to loops; no 
problem here, I knew all about loops- I'd done 
them before. Tthis tl.lrned out to be a shock to the 
ego - a competition loop is a lot less straightfor
ward than the Sunday afternoon version. The 
exit and entry have to be from level flight and on 
the same heading, the wings must be level at 
the top and it must be round as viewed from the 
ground, even if the wind is trying to distort it. Back 
to school. .. 

We progressed to the humpty bump (a verti
cally extended loop), quarter cloverleaf, chan
delle- another manoeuvre I thought I knew about 
- and stall turn. This was all exhilarating, but not 
very relaxing and very sweaty; the workload was 
continuous, monitoring speeds, attitudes, g 
forces, ground lines and reference points. Even 
though each flight only lasted 20min it was quite 
enough. 

The rai n became more persistent, so it was 
back to the classroom. We started to study some 
of the aspects of competition aerobatics - stay
ing within the 1 OOOm box, and writing and un
derstanding the Aresti notation. This was only 
si'lperficially complicated; it is. in fact, an elegant 
and easily understood shorthand, and quite es
sential in the heat of battle. 

We also looked at flight limitations in far more 
detail than I had ever studied them before. This 
was a good thing. After all we were flying 
rather closer to the edges of the envelope than 
usual. 

Pete came out with an ·intriguing morsel of phi
losophy, which only now am I beginning to ap
preciate fully, that "You start to do it well when 
you can visualise what it looks like from the out
side". 

The weather had cleared by the next day, so 

we embarked on the most challenging manoeu
vres yet - rolling and inverted. Here we were, 
hanging in the straps, which never seemed tight 
enough, and with this awful feeling that there 
was only a couple of millimetres of perspex be
tween me and oblivion . My hair filled with dust 
and there was a fine patina of debris on the in
side surface of the upturned canopy despite 
strenuous attempts to vacuum-clean the cockpit 
beforehand. Now I could see why Pete kept his 
hair so short. 

There was a su rprising amount of effort in 
keeping the vital forward pressure on the stick 
and the horizon seemed in an insane position. 
Still , there was a curious beauty in watching the 
ground slide past over my head. 

The last day dawned beautiful , bright and 
clear. Pete handed me a sequence. How light 
the Puchacz seemed one-up. The manoeuvres 
were still rather rough , but at least now I was 
flying the aeroplane , not it me, and I was far 
enough ahead of the manoeuvres to watch the 
beautiful English countryside whirling by. Kites 
meandered gently past, riding the breeze, in
different to the crazy peop le tearing the air 
apart. I managed a scruffy circuit and a wobbly 
landing. I wondered why and later realised that 
it was often like this as the adrenalin drained 
away. 

My soliloquy was broken by the approaching 
chatter of Guy, Gary and Pete. I heard them talk
ing about a line off here, a heading wrong there, 
a loop not round, a vertical not straight. Everyone 
was a critic, but I didn't care. 

I've been flying competition aerobatics since 
then . lt has taken over all my flying and although 
some of the initial exhilaration borne of unfamil
iarity has passed, it has been replaced by a de
termination to polish, refine and improve. The 
aerobatic box is a stage with nowhere to hide 
and every mistake is evident. I like to think my 
flying has improved as a result; maybe, maybe 
not, but it has bred a greater awareness of what 
is and is not possible and also, perhaps surpris
ingly, a degree of caution which was not there 
before. 

TaskNAV version 4.03 
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WHAT HAVfi: THEY IN COMMON? 

THE LATECOMER 

Cliff Roblnson 

MY working life was spent in the road trans
port industry until I retired in January 1991. lt 
was in June 1942 when travelling to London that 
I had my first sighting of a glider, in fact many. 
Countless aeroplanes were towing large gliders 
but as a youth of 15 I didn't realise the true im
portance of it at the time. 

After the war I became fascinated by the glid
ing at Dishforth and spent many a meal break on 
a lay-by close enough to watch the take-offs and 
landings. But I couldn 't really understand what 
they were trying to achieve and never imagined 
wanting to do it myself or being able to afford it 

However, just before retiring I was watching a 
girl having an air experience flight on television. 
A camera panned the countryside on this beau
tiful sunny day and as the gl'ider was flying so 
peacefully and quietly I knew that I wanted lo 
make that happen for me. 

I saw Burn GC's advertisement for an air ex
perience flight and after my th ird I had been bit
ten by the bug and became a member. lt was 
then the challenge of gliding really came home 
to me and the need for intense concentration. 

I hadl been a natural in learning to drive motor 
vehicles but this was a whole new bal l game for 
a man getting on towards 65. Unashamedly it 
took me 222 flights to go solo over the next two 
years. One could probably call it a record in re
verse. But with the great patience of the instruc
tors and my own determination I made it. 

That first solo flight gave me the greatest feel
ing of exhilaration I have ever experienced. I am 
pleased that since then I have gone on to get a 
Bronze badge. 

The great bonus of this is being able to enjoy 
mutual flights with the more experienced pilots 
and to sit back and soak in the peace and tran
quillity with just the noise of the wind. And then 
there are the beautiful views of the Yorkshire • 
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WHAT HAVE THEY ALL IN COMMON? 

co.untryside, not forgetting having a couple of 
drinks in the clubhouse at the end of a most en
joyable time, t[1e happy banter and some laughs 
from events of the day. 

Also , at a stage in life when you finish a long 
career it is wonderful to have more goals to 
achieve - and who knows it might be a Silver 
badge one day - and to discover the camaraderie 
and friendship of the gliding community. 

1t has given me a whole new outlook on life 
and a great feeling of achievement. lt just shows 
that life can begin at 65! 

THE VINTAGE ENTHUSIAST 

Chris Wills 

One could say that this is part of the sport on 
which one can get hooked. The more you get 
into it, the more one wants to go further. 
However, perhaps it is important not to fly a mod
ern glass-fibre sailplane in case one realises 
what one may be missing. 

Every year our lives are filled with great ex
citement as more vintage gliders are restored or 
built again in different countries, and we dream 
that one day we will fly them under ideal condi
tions where every field is a landing field and the 
cumuli will go on for ever. 

We are, it can be said, giving these sailplanes 
a second chance in a much enlightened era com
pared with the one in which they were built. Each 
"new" vintage glider will , we hope, lead us into 
its secrets and share them with us as they did 
with the pilots of old. 

Some question whether very old gliders still 
have their original qualities. but we can assure 
them that most do, and every new flight in them 
makes us wish to fly them again and again to 
learn more of their delights. 

Some of the really old sailplanes are the most 
incredible and delightful to fly. The Falcon 1, 
which was designed by Alexander Lippisch for 
the Wasserkuppe school in 1927, and was built 
by Fred Slingsby as, his first type in 1931 , is per
haps one of the most unbelievable, being a plea
sure to fly with a superb climbing ability as well 
as having a relatively good performance. I am 
convinced it would out perform a Grunau Baby, 
but would be three times as expensive to build. 
In this aircraft, one experiences real old time fly
ing, as on any good soaring day one is frozen 
from the waist up. 

The HOtter H-17 A had a really bad reputation 
as there had been four fatal accidents in them 
before and just after the war in Britain . This 9.4m 
span glider can have an empty weight between 
170 and 2301bs. and thus can often be lighter 
than its pilot. 

lt flies perfectly between these empty weights 
and does not have a bad habit. The aircraft can 
be built with a longer nose and shorter span, or 
longer span, slotted or unslotted ailerons, and it 
still performs well , outclimbing almost afl other 
gliders with an airspeed of 32kt. There is no ten
dency to stall or spin. Its 32kt flying speed can
not be varied much beyond 35kt or its 
performance will deteriorate quickly. Its one fail
ing is it may not go very far between thermals or 
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get you out of a bad patch of sink, but it can 
sometimes surprise its pilots by going a long 
way. lt must be one ol the most remarkable of 
all sailplanes. lt can be carried by two men and 
easily lifted into a space in a hangar! What fun it 
is to fly. 

A Rhonbussard does not handle as well as 
the H-17 A but what a performance! Not only will 
it penetrate with speed but it will climb rapidly as 
well as any sailplanes. With an open cockpit , 
you feel part of the air and nature. sharing ·the 
elements with the birds. You can feel the ther
mals giving the aircraft lift and speed and the 
countryside dropping away, or rushing past. as 
you ascend. lt is so good that we need more of 
these aircraft to experience the real essence and 
joy of flying. The "Bussard" can also float on for
ever and reveals an incredible performance for 
such a small sailplane. 

The further joy of a vintage glider is, as Ann 
Welch said at one of our annual dinners, "we are 
a bridge between the old and the new", so that 
old pilots and designers have felt at t1ome in our 
midst. and have shared with us their great expe
riences. tt is easy to fall in love with the past and 
sometimes difficult for us to fit in with pilots of 
modern gliders, although many now in Britain 
tolerate us. 

Another excitement is the constant revelation 
of gliding history which often "only now can be 
told" and this is sometimes put in our Vintage 
Glider Club magazine. Also , vintage gliding has 
taken us to different countries and to the most 
beautiful and exciting places. 

Last year I went to the Wasserkuppe for the 
sixth time and have never experienced such per
fect soaring weather and such beauty of the 
countryside, which can now all be flown over as 
the Iron Curtain has suddenly disappeared. (See 
the colour spread of vintage gliders on p37.) 

We have also been to Hungary and Bohemia 
to experience the sparkle of life in those coun
tries and are glad our movement has really taken 
on in the Czech Republic. 

Our spectrum is quite different from that of 
modern gliding. At our meetings there are 
sailplanes of so many forms. colours and sizes 
from gull wings, flying wings to ultralights. 

Twenty years ago some of our vintage gliders 
dating back to before 1940 had sufficient perfor
mance to successfully compete in handicapped 
contests This may have changed now -when 
an ASH-25 is flown on a 750km 0 /R we may 
have just been around the Chilterns. But why 
worry about this . We also had a good time and 
our gliders did not cost as much to buy. lt is also 
not advisable to risk a unique vintage glider 
under contest conditions. 

We are now a circle of friends in different 
countries, dedicated to bringing back what we 
think are the finest aeronautical creations there 
have ever been in wood and fabric. We all help 
each other as much as possible with building 
plans and information. Some of us are working 
on our own in primitive and often cold work
shops, restoring or sometimes even building 
"new" old sailplanes to fly. 

We all feel immediately at home in each oth
ers ' company, inspiring each other to continue 
our struggles. We have held 23 International 
Rallies in 22 years and our future is still brilliant. 

THE COMPETITION PILOT 

Mike Young 

MY main passion in gliding is flying competi 
tions. For a number of reasons it is the type of 
flying from which I get most pleasure - I enjoy 
matching my flying against others over a set 
task, the satisfaction when performance is im
proved and the challenge of reading the weather. 
However, a recent trip to St Auban in the French 
Alps was inspirational and certainly played a part 
in any success I may have had last season. 

(Mike, who is an airline pilot, has 1700hrs glid
ing and 4000hrs power plus all three Diamonds. 
He was a reserve for the last World 
Championships, the Junior Nationals Champion 
in 1988 and 1990 and is the current Standard 
Class Champion.) 

For some time I had considered flying in the 
mountains but didn't fancy learning the hard way. 
So when Brian Spreckley mentioned he would 
be running a mountain flying course at St Auban 
for the British team squad and potential mem
bers (for which there is little or no training at the 
moment) I was keen to give it a go. I fly at 
Gransden Lodge, home of the Cambridge 
University GC, which isn't renowned for its hilly 
terrain, and my only experience of anything re
motely mountainous was as a tug pilot at 
Talgarth and on the occasional trip to Aboyne. 

I l1ired an ASW-20 from Brian and out of nine 
days, only the first was unflyable and we used 
the time to drive round and look at the landing 
fields - they had been photographed and made 
into a landing field booklet. 

One of the rules of flying in the mountains is 
that you stay local to a suitable landing area, 
whether it is a field or an airfield. Fundamentally 
it is the same as in the UK, only there are fewer 
options and therefore less decisions to be made 
(and this must be a good th ing !). Certainly see
ing the fields on foot and imagining all the prob
lems associated (wind, slope and obstacles etc) 
gave me far more confidence. Apparently it is 
very rare for the French to land in these fields, 
although you 're not a real mountain pilot until 
you have done sol 

Each morning we debriefed on the previous 
day·s flying and briefed on the day. We were 
split into two groups, one lead and follow with 
Brian and the rest flying together, usually on an
other task. There was also the opportunity of fly
ing in an ASH-25 with a St Auban instructor
and most are either in or have been in the French 
team. 

My first real experience of flying in the moun
tains was on a lead and follow. it has to be one 
of the most thrilling and exciting flights I can re
member. Brian would pass on useful informa
tion such as "We're local to La Matte" or "We 
need to climb here before we set off for the next 
mountain etc." By the end of the course we were 
at the stage of racing each other around tasks. 
This was when it really became fun. 

However my impatience got the better of me 
on one of the days. Basically you don't leave one 
mountain until you have sufficient height to go to 
the next at a reasonable height. Arriving at one 
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mountain at the same height as Brian I was frus
trated watching him climb away from me in a 
bubble which I had missed. Rather than do the 
sensible thing and wait for more lift, I pushed on 
to the next rock , arriving some way below the 
top . I finally managed to claw my way out of the 
hole I had dug for myself and complete the task. 

Brian used a few well cl1osen words . They 
must have sunk in as on the second day of last 
year's Standard Class Nationals I could hear my
self repeating them. Patience. patience, you fooll 

THE ENGINEER 

Ron King 

W ell it was way back in 1942 it all started for 
me. Being in the Air Defence Cadet Corps (later 
the ATC) I was sent to Hassocks. There we were 
taught to fly the old Dagl ing, ground slides , high 
hops, S turns etc . Our hangar was a tunnel un
derneath the London to Brighton railway line and 
always dripping with water. There was no club
house to shelter in when the weather was bad 
with mud up to the eyebrows most of !he time . 

We were taught to drive an old Bullnosed 
Morris with a scaffold pole sticking out at right 
angles for aircraft and cable retrieve. For us 14 
year-olds we were on top of the world , repairing 
cables, rigging gliders , sorting out the old bal
loon barrage winch . Whatever was wrong we 
had to sort it out or nobody flew . Then if we were 
good lads some of us were allowed to drive the 
big camouflaged Pontiac with RAF roundels to 
the village for victuals and fuel (no driving licence 
during the war} . 

At 18 I went into the RAF as an aircraft elec
trician and afterwards , as an aircraft engineer , 
gained experience on most military aircraft. I 
later switched to the commercial side , working 
on post-war piston/jet transport. The job had 
given me great pleasure. What was going to re
place it when I retired? Gliding and all the fun 
we had always remained at the back of my mind, 
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so I joined the Soutlldown GC and started from 
square one. This club, by the way , originated 
from the old wartime Hassocks club. lt was great 
being back, but things had changed. 

After a time I naturally became involved with 
maintenance of the fleet . Then a strange thing 
happened . A chap , who asked if I was Ran King , 
turned out to be Bob Stringer, one of my Hassock 
mates from the 1940s. He wanted to join me in 
the maintenance and , with Ted Nicholson , an 
old Lancaster pilot, "Dad's Army" was formed . 

We enjoyed each others company and de
cided to give the club K-8 a major overhaul. The 
K-8 was then stripped down to the bare bones 
and we finished it like new. We knew we hadn't 
retired to our zimmer frames and the same feel
ing we had as lads was back . Full involvement 
with the club had returned and we were happy. 

The club bought a porta-cabin for us to work 
in and two club K-13s have been completely 
overhauled , also the club Puchacz and DG-300. 
Other members have joined us and we have re
stored a sorry looking Olympia 2, a Foka 4, which 
I believe is now fly ing in Israel , and have plans 
to refurbish another Olympia 2 and a Foka 5. 

I think all this proves that in gliding there are 
many roles and engineers can get a lot of plea 
sure from their contribution . We have a hard core 
of dedicated members who look after the trans 
port, buildings , instruction , management etc 
coupled with the non active barrack room 
lawyers. The latter miss out more than they 
know. What's that saying "action speaks louder 
than words". We love the action . 

THE INSTRUCTOR 

Mike Cuming 

The difficulty with being asked why I instruct 
rather than how to do it - is that I'm not quite sure 
what the answer is . Thinking about it has given 
me the following ideas ... 

Early training with the ATC and subsequent 
membership of half a dozen clubs including big 
ones , little ones and the RAFGSA have lead me 
to the conclusion that instructors instruct for dif
ferent reasons at different times , and these can 
largely be defined as the seven stages of in 
structing- docility, activity, hyper-activity, re· 
flectivity, ability, humility and senility. 

For example, "docility"- a phase applicable to 
would-be or very newly trained instructors - in 
which the reason the instructor instructs is be
cause the CFI tells him to . The next phase , 
reached very quickly is most cases , is "activity" 
in which we instruct in order to find out how to fly 
better ourselves. This is followed very closely by 
"hyper-activity" during which instructors appear 
to work for no sound reason at all - a behaviour 
pattern often associated with hamsters and 
wheels ! 

Later on , "reflect ive" instructors instruct in 
order to find out why they ever got involved in 
the game, and "able" instructors instruct be
cause they can. "Humble"instructors are rare 
and why they instruct is a mystery! "Senile'' in
structors instruct, I think , to find out how long 

they can get away with it. 
Most instructors experience a taste of these 

phases (if not they are at risk of finding them
selves in category number eight - "liability"} and 
a lucky few finally discover that they are able to 
keep on instructing indefinitely without losing 
their sense of ''F". 

The "F" word. This, of course, is that central 
theme in gliding - FUN . Bearing in mind that 
there is no practical point whatsoever in gliding 
it must be fun or we wouldn 't do it at all. This F
word concept has often helped me out of diffi
cult situations in gliding . 

The need for a plan . At an early stage in my 
gliding career I was fortunate to pick up (from 
Brian Spreckley actually} the concept of the need 
for a plan at all times ; the point being that if you 
haven't got a plan , you can 't change it. This fits 
in well with my later observation that indecision 
is the key to flexibility and together they fo rm the 
basis of my own style of instruction which is ba
sically full of nonsense and fun . 
But there are five golden rules for instructing :-
1. Keep it safe . 
2. Keep it fun . 
3. Fly well. 
4. Don't say things which are wrong . 
5. Do say things which are right. 

Safety at arms length- supervision. No dis
cussion of why I instruct would be complete with
out mention of my single most onerous task , 
supervision - or the art of saying "no". Using my 
superior responsibility (if not my superior skill } I 
can ensure the safety of the aircraft I'm in , but 
'how can I ensure the safety of the ones I'm not 
in? Bollocklng the pilot after an outrage isn't 
much help, therefore I must be a cross between 
a fortune teller and an air traffic controller for th is 
role . 

This isn't always fun but it is a challenge . This 
challenge , plus the everlasting pursuit of yet 
more ways to spin a glider, stops me from get
ting too fat, dumb or happy. 

Summing up. I instruct for fun , and because 
I can . I like to think that I help get more pilots out 
of scrapes by teaching them well than I get into 
scrapes by train ing them at all . Getting paid for it 
means I can do more of it. I'd just like to thank all 
the pupils in the early days who paid so that I 
could learn , and all of the pupils- always - whose 
joy at discovering the fun of flying is the best re
ward of all. a 
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(ot,wold GC, ""'"' beatoo Bd•tol & 
Gloucestershire GC to win the Rockpolishers· 
League, went to Husbands Bosworth for the 
1994 final and became the Champions. Their 
CFI Mike Pirie then invited us to Aston Down for 
the 1995 final, held over the three day August 
Bank Holiday weekend. We gratefully agreed. 
accepting t11e challenge of competing against 
their home advantage if they became finalists 
again - whicn indeed they did. This gave them 
the split responsibility of acting as host. a role 
they fulfilled extremely well under the leadership 
of director Chris Clarke, and as competitors, led 
by team captain Paul Gentil -who also set the 
tasks. Our thanks to them and Severn Valley 
Sailplanes who donated some of the prizes, and 
to T.L.Ciowes (Insurance) who again kindly con
tributed to expenses. 

Competing with the locals were Booker (South 
Eastern League). Vale of White Horse (South 
Western League), Oxford (Midland League) and 
London (Eastern League). We missed Trent 
Valley (Northern League) who were unable to 
join us and Cambridge University (East Anglian 
League) who were tied up with the Gransden 
Regionals. 

The Met on Day 1, presented by Dave Roberts, 
offered the prospect of a moderate contest day. 
Tasks were set towards the east, returning into 
deteriorating weather with an approaching front. 
The grid disappeared into a reasonable looking 
sky. The Pundits were set a 209.5km triangle, 
Goring. Brackley: the Intermediates a 178km tri
angle, Goring. Ens tone and the Novices a 151 km 
triangle, Didcot, Enstone. 

Conditions to the west soon deteriorated and 
by mid afternoon had spread inland -those of us 
struggltng to soar locally were finding little more 
than zeros and dropping out of the sky. lt was 
therefore with some surprise and delight that we 
heard 88 (Dave Roberts, ASW-20RI, for 
Cotswold) calling final glide. Calls were made to 
alert him that the wind had shifted. we had 
changed ends and were now launching and 
landing from the north Eventually four Pundits 
finished with Stuart Thackray of Vale of White 
Horse (ASW-20) at 61 .1 kmih and Geoff Payne 
of Booker (demonstrating the impressive struc
tural integrity of the Pegasus) at 64km/h. Dave 
Roberts' 72km/h was not enough to beat day 
winner Ed Johnston of London (LS-6i at 76kmih. 

The day gave us one more finisher, Guy 
Sutherland. Booker Novice (Pegasus) at 51.5km!h. 
Jack Miller of Oxford (Astir CS) and Brian Birlison 
of Cotswold (Skylark 3) flew about 1 OOkm to take 
2nd and 3rd places in tne Novice Class. 

In the Intermediate Class, Gerry Brown of 
Vale of White Horse flew his LS-7 167km to earn 
3rd place with Geoff Beardsley of London (LS-
4) 2nd at 1 66km. Mike 01 ive r of Cotswo Id, also 
at 167km, won the day with the handicap advan
tage of his SHK. 

By the time our diligent scoring team, Reg 
Gardiner and Mike Taylor-Beasley, had finished 
computing, Cotswold were shown to be in over
alllead. followed by London and then Booker. 
The weather front which had interfered with the 
day's flying happily did nothing to interrupt our 
enjoyment of the evening's barbecue. 

Day 2 s tasks were stepped up to:- Pundit, 
251 km triangle Andover, Buckingham; 
Intermediate 217km triangle, Newbury, Brackley 
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MIKE JEFFERYES 

INTER-cLUB LEAGUE 
FINAL 

The winning London GC team, I tor, Ed Johnston, Geoff Beardsley and John Williams. 

and f\lovices a 155km quad. Wantage, Oxford 
Headington and Chipping Norton 

The day started welt but again turned into a 
challenge. Four Pundits completed with Doug 
Gardner of Cotswold (LS-3) 4th at 64 2km!h: Phil 
Hawkins of Oxford (Mini Nimbus) 3rd at 
69.4kmih; Paul Brice of Booker (ASW-24) 2nd 
at 72.3km!h with Ed Johnston again winning the 
day for London at 85.9kmfh. 

In the Intermediate Class. John Hanlon of 
Oxford (Std Cirrus) flew 205.6km to take 3rd 
place. He was beaten by two finishers: Steve 
Ferguson of Cotswold (Mosquito) in 2nd place 
at 59.4kmih and Geoff Beardsley at 61.2kmih. 
again winning the day for London 

Paul Gentil, the task setter. 

There were four scoring Novices, though no 
finishers:- John Williams of London (LS-7i was 
4th at 77.4km; Les Ctark of Vale of White Horse 
(Dart 17R) 3rd at 74.5; Tim Gray of Booker 
(Pegasus) 2nd at 82.9kmih and Tim Barnes of 
Cotswold (SHK) with 98.2km won the day de
spite a photo penalty. 

Cumulative scores after the first two days 
showed a change at the top. London had crept 
into overall lead with Cotswold close behind and 
Booker close behind them- there was all to play 
for on the final day. Meanwhile there was much 
celebrating to be done. 

On the Sunday evening we were very well en
tertained- it was a great thrill to be able to share 
in Cotswold's celebration that the club had fi
nally gained ownership of their site. One of the 
hangars was cleared to make room for a barn 
dance. Beer and goodr spirits flowed freely. 
Tickets were exchanged for hamburgers or hot 
dogs at the van parked outside the hangar door. 
Rumour has it that when tickets ran out, beer 
was exchanged for second helpings of food, 
which probably explains the van·s erratic depar
ture at the end of the evening. 

Weather on [)ay 3, Monday, was more con
sistent with only one out landing. A 122km O;R 
to Didoct was set for the Novices; a 221 km tri
angle, Shaftesbury, Bullingon Cross for 
Intermediates and a 261 km quadrilateral, 
Wincanton, Bullington Cross, Oidcot for the 
Pundits. Dave Roberts at 83.2km/h took the 3rd 
Pundit place for Cotswold with Ed Johnston at 
83.5kmih 2nd for London. The Pundit day win
ner was Jonathan Kingerlee ol Booker (LS-7) at 
80.5knvh. All Intermediates finished with Steve 
Parsonage of Vale of White Horse (ASW·20)3rd 
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INTER-CLUB LEAGUE 

at 60.4km/h; Howard Stone of Oxford (Astir CS) 
2nd at 60.4 and Geoff Beardsley of London 1st 
at 69.5km/h. 

In the Novice Class John Williams of London 
(LS-7) was 3rd at 52.5km/h; Brian Birlison of 
Cotswold 2nd at 46.8km/h with the day winner 
Simon Hogg of Oxford (Astir) at 59.1 km/h/. 

Frantic activity on the computers and in the 
darkroom enabled a prizegiving with the follow
ing overal l results. Oxford. with 3rd place in both 
the Novice and Intermediate Classes and 4th 
Pundit place. were overall 3rd. Cotswold were 
overall 2nd, having secured the 1 si Novice 
place, 2nd in the Intermediate and 3rd Pundit 
position . The League winners, with 1st place in 
both the Pundit and Intermediate Classes and 
the 2nd Novice position, were London (Eastern 
League. 

Well done to London and to all the clubs for 
the clear team efforts shown. Booker, though in 
4th place, probably scored a League final first 
by fielding a different pilot in each Class on each 
day. Our thanks to Chris Clarke (who gave up 
the role of crew for his son at the Junior Nationals 
to direct our Camp) and everyone else at 
Cotswold GC for giving us such a great week
end- for three contest days making the best use 
of the weather and for the privilege of joining 
their celebration of ownership of Aston Down. 

Anyone wanting information or help is wel 
come to contact me at ''Tanglewood", Fingrith 
Hall Road , Blackmore, Nr lngatestone. Essex 
CM4 ORU, tel/fax 01277 823066. i:1 

A Vale of White Horse gathering around Les Clark in his Dart 17R. Photos by Ray Brown. 

C's of A, REPAIRS AND GLASSWORK 

Purpose built glider workshop on a SOOyd grass strip 
2 nautical miles SW of Warminster 

Currently maintaining over 15 motorgliders 

Please fly in, call or write to: 
Tim Dews, Airborne Composites, The Hangar, Wing Farm, Longbridge, Deverill, 

Warminster, Wilts BA12 700. 
Tel: 01985 840981 (workshop} or 01373 827963 (home) 

BGA 1996 ANNUAL DINNE 
Saturday 24th February 

STAKIS HOTEL, NORTHAMPTON (iust oH the M 1) 

An excellent evening is promised. Don't miss it- book your tickets now at 
£25 each. Special overnight accommodation rate (inc. breakfast} at the 

hotel of £31 each. 

BGA 1996 AGM will be at the same venue earlier in the day. All members 
are urged to attend this meeting and other open sessions to be held at the 

hotel from 11 .OOam. 

Ask the office to send you more details. 

BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION 
Kimberley House, Yaughan Way, Leicester LE 1 4SE Telephone 0116 253 1051 
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PENGUIN 

The prospect in a storm 

I'm pooodiog thie keyboocd oo e tilthy lete 
November night. A ferocious gale is shrieking 
off an angry sea which foams unseen in t11e coal 
blackness beyond my spray and salt-encrusted 
office window. The surf line is little more than 20 
yards away. The wind threatens to rnove 
Penguin's humble cottage - low and crumbling, 
like its owner, in textbook Irish style - bodily in
land and scatter it in fragments over the disused 
wartime Spitfire base beyond the back garden 
fence. 

But, oh , the joy which should have lightened 
Penguin's brow by the time this note is scanned 
by his trio of admitted readers. For by then his 
intrepid spirit will have taken him to the an
tipodes. 

l"m off, you three, to John Wil liamson's baili
wick at Benalla in Victoria. From all accounts it 

LOGS TAR 
GLIDER PILOT'S LOG SYSTEM 

* f ,) S}' IO LI SP, f.1s t· & dCCurate * On-Line 
Help Systl'rn * <'\dvaJK C.d Flight-Entry Systl?m 
* Full Edit F.K ilitie, * Libraric·s ot Cliders & 
Club' * l" ilot Currenc. Analysis * nnudl 
Con!pdri,on; * Powerfu l ~t:.l rch Fat ilities 
* t\nnu~llnstruc-tor Rc.:turns * Logbook 

Prin ting * For ll:l.v \ & Compatibles * DOS 
V5.0 or Latl?r 

Version 3.4 - £32 including p&p 

"()v(•t HOOIJ Flight.' Eih i!y Fntcrcrl'' 
"!In £.\ C •IIL'n t W.1y to l<t •nml ,~. A llot l y;D 

your Fl}1in.~" 

llMri<' El lioll . [ x CFI fl iC<'>I~r 

TU RNPIKE TECHNICS 
73 Old Turnpike, Fareham, Hampshire P016 7HF 

rei: 01J29 2219')2 • VISA/AC ESS 

30 

seems to be an infinitely better 'ole to spend 
some of February than my particular storm
lashed stretch of the Ulster coast. 
Acknowledging receipt of a bank draft deposit 
for hire of a Nimbus 2c. JW faxed that a 50Dkm 
was the "meanest" goal I should aspire to in my 
planned two week stay. 

With my residual London tones I'm occasion
ally mistaken in Ulster's own outback fo r an 
Aussie. But my experience of that country is very 
limited and my experience of antipodean soar
ing is zilch . 

lt comprises an overnight stay in Perth back 
in the mid 1960s, when I had to fly to that west 
Australian city to back-track on an SAA fl ight 
still by a DC-7c piston-engined banger then
bound for Johannesburg. lt stopped to refuel in 
the otherwise inaccessible Cocos Islands, from 
where I embarked by 'chopper on HMS 
Victorious. 

In the late 1960s I stayed in Perth again for 
two whole weeks but saw none of it. I was 
stricken by phlebitis and hospitalised on arrival 
at the start of an Australasian and South Pacific 
aircraft sales tour. On discharge from hospital I 
was driven straigh t to the airport for medical 
repatriation home. 

So after these disappointments I feel Australia 
owes me something. If it - and John Wil lie -
throws up a 500 or two I'll consider the debt ex
punged. 

And I'll return not as the reticent Downshire 
Penguin but as the insufferably bragging Wizard 
of Oz. 

Hot-shot marketeers 

You've got to hand it to the top Australian soar
ing centres when it comes to marketing. One 
Friday in November I taxed six of those which 
advertise in S&G of my possibly visiting in 
February and requested their bumph. Three had 
replied by lax with all I needed to know, includ
ing friendly notes, within half an hour. 

The fourth and fifth responses were lying on 
my lax the following morning which , given that it 
was almost nightfall in Australia's eastern states 
when I had faxed them , was understandable. 
The sixth , Lake Keepit , didn't trust the fax but 
had all its material , including a beguiling colour 
brochure, with me by post within five days. The 
unfailing tone of all six was friendly but very pro
fessional , informative and welcoming. I have no 
doubt the qualities shown in their marketing are 
manifested in their operations and on the field 
too. 

And I'm confident that you , too , will be in the 
best of hands if you trust your soaring dreams, 
and make a booking, with any one of them. 

John Willie and FRED 

So why Benalla? Mainly because I know John 
Willie. I last saw him when he was still a BGA 
national coach and was guest of honour at our 
club's annual booze-up years ago. 

John honoured me with one of his cherished 
FRED awards- standing for Fantasy, Rumour, 
Exaggeration and Distortion -as I'd been writing 
the club's notes in S&G for years. My efforts to
talled this in column inches, John declared, sud-

denly producing an 80ft toilet roll and flingi ng it. 
streamer sty le. across the room while re taining 
hold of the free end. I was so touched and over
come that, unforgiveably, I failed to thank him 
from the heart of my bottom. 

Tweetie Sweetie 

it cost me thirty bucks to fix me budgie 
When the little blighter only cost me five 
The veterinary surgeon saw me coming 
But I had to keep my feathered friend alive .. 

So sings Australia's other John Wil liamson on a 
most entertaining tape to play in the car while 
driving back late from a long retrieve. 

Not qu ite so fortunate was the budgie of 
Camphill's tan Dunkley, which was denied that 
attribute conferred on almost all birds but only a 
small minority of gl iders - sel f -launch ing 
capabil ity . 

Because of some wing defect tan's feathered 
friend couldn't take-off. But he enjoyed the oc
casional airborne outing when he was given a 
hand launch on the lawn. He wou ld tllen flap his 
wings vigorously to add a few points to his ge
netic glide ratio. 

Otherwise he enjoyed the run of the house 
but misused his freedom one day to roam the 
kitchen while tan 's wife 'Ruth was cooking. 
Accidentally , he ended up covered in syrup. 

Frantically, Ruth rang her local vet. Forget 
James Heriot - they're a down-to-Earth unsenti
mental breed in the Pennines. 

"My budgie's covered in golden syrup. What 
should I do?" wailed Ruth. 

"Find a cat with a sweet tooth, " the vet in-
stantly replied. ~ 
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MARY MEAGHER 

DIAMOND 
HEIGHT? 
Don't ask, says Mary after 
her expedition to Aboyne 

' "'"'''a magio plaoe io Sootlaod by th• ''"' 
Dee where the salmon leap in September and 
the sky is stacked with dinner plates. And if you 
are in the right place at the right time (with the 
right equipmentl) you may be wafted up to un
dreamed of heights. 

When I was just a tadpole in this flying game, 
I went up with a raft of Booker pilots in the wave 
season and survived the roughest aerotow ever, 
up and down like a yo-yo in a K-21, two -hand 
white-knuckle job, the penul timate before the 
grizzled tuggie said "No more th is day!" and 
locked away the Pawnee in the hangar. Dave 
Richardson showed me how to ridge soar a wave 
bar, how to press into wind and stay in the same 
place. how to find the air field again (see those 
two lochs?) and how to power dive through a 
gap that looked like filling in. The circuit was 
rather grim as well , fu ll airbrakes and 70kt on 
final approach got us safely down through the 
teeth-rattling rotor. I was ash white and trem
bling but managed all the same to roll to the end 
of the runway 

A few days later they turned me loose in a sin
gle-seater and I see by my logbook that Pegasus 
316 on October 16, 1986, carried me to 13 300ft. 
That may sound impressive, but it wasn't, be
lieve me. The tuggie waved me off in the wave 
and I just sat there and went up. And when I had 
to fit that black rubber mask over my face and 
breath in, I had a terrible strangling attack of 
panic. The last time I had a black rubber mask 
over my face and breathed in I was having a baby 
and the consequence of taking a deep breath 
on that occasion was to know no more! 

lt was as well, too, that 13 300ft was all that 
was on offer that day. I had misunderstood my 
briefing and thought that setting the oxygen flow 
half-way between 2 and 4 would give me a flow 
of 3 Wrong. Alii was getting from that black rub
ber mask at 13 300ft was ambient air. 

My next excursion to the banks of the river 
Dee was on a less fortunate week -a lot of rain 
and not a lot of flying. I decided to put the whole 
business of wave soaring on the back burner. 
Maybe someday, if I ever got round a 500km, I'd 
go back to Aboyne for another spot of pole-sit
ting to round out the gemstone set. (Have you 
seen Basil Fairstone's belt buckle? He's got 
three diamonds set in it, and on the back of the 
belt it says "Pundit"!) 

When my father died and left me some money, 
I decided the only sensible thing to do with it was 
to buy a new glider, Pegasus 987. How beauti
fully she flies l Together we have travelled many 
miles, leaping from cloud to cloud under a north-
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west street, sliding home at min sink at the end 
of a dying day. When she was bandbox new and 
still unspoiled from this world, I was reluctant to 
take her up in wave. You do hear stories - crazy 
paving in the gel coat, cold-soaked gl iders 
caught above cloud, coming down with airbrakes 
frozen shut (o r open!), ice up the pitot and all 
over the canopy. And did you hear about the 
Nimbus that went up in wave with a dab of elec
tricians tape over the water vent in the wing? 
Came down with imploded wings, so they say. 

987 is eight years old now and many a scar 
bears witness of our times together; a rock in the 
rough, a loving embrace from an electric fence. 
a wheels-up landing in front of a delighted 
Beaker crowd. And coming adri ft in that trailer 
twice, when the w ingroot boltdowns failed . At 
last 987 and I got round the Diamond distance, 
at the Midland Regionals in 1994. Time to try for 
Diamond height! 

But first a bit of practice in somebody else's 
glider. That October I joined the Booker mob and 
skedaddled round the mountains at low level in 
the Duo Discus with Julie Angel I. And in various 
single-seaters. And this April, Henry Whitrow 
and I spent two delightful weeks at Aboyne in 
the Deeside gliders- splendid mountain soaring 
but wave was weak and variable. 

The shorter days give you 
a better bite at the 

wave in the morning 

Leafing through the Deeside calendar of 
achievement. wave climbs were indeed 
recorded throughout the year, but the biggest 
and the best and certainly the most are pegged 
up for late September and October. Can this be 
explained by the leming-like behaviour of the 
Midlander? Or because the shorter days give 
you a better bite at the wave in the morning be
fore the midday thermals break it up? 

When Henry and I rolled up at Aboyne with 
987 on the evening o f September 12, London 
GC members and eight disconsolate Danes 
were taking the first launches possible that week. 
Deeside was only just shouldering aside the run
off of a record setting ten day deluge. 

"That's OK, you don't need a check ride, you 
flew here th is April" said burly Mike Law, the CFI, 
and waved me off on my own . The 1 Okt cross
wind didn I bother the Pegasus at all. The next 
day I went flying with tape sti ll stuck over the 
static vent (no ASII) and made a very careful ap
proach and landing. And on the third day, while 
the others were stil l dithering, I was first to 
launch. Bryony the tug pilot took me to a wall of 
cloud that had zero sink I pushed round the end 
of a cigar shaped formation and found a steady 
4kt in wave and had the satisfaction of relaying 
that information to those still waiting on the 
ground. That wave went up to 5000ft or so. and 
after half an hour the gap closed up. I came down 
just in time to maintain VMC but two other glid· 
ers had to descend through cloud. 

Indian summer lingered over the Highlands; 
the disconsolate Danes went home, wondering 
why they had bothered to come. We met four 
Lasham pilots in Sal later waiting for the tackle 
shop to open; they had a lake, a boat and a gillie. 

and went fishing that day and the next, which 
started out with a fine wet drizzle. Some of us 
hung around the airfield; a clearing from the west 
had been predicted for midday. And when the 
clearing came, oh boy! Glyn Read had only just 
rolled up from Backer. jumped into his glider and 
went up to 18 00011 in his T -shirt and trainers I 
Somebody else went up to 21 00011 and forgot 
to turn on his barograph. Thirty gl iders swam 
back and forth along that mighty wave bar, glint
ing in the sunshine, white the four Lash am pilots 
went fishing. 

I was up there too, wrestling with my personal 
hang up, a black rubber mask and a length of 
rubber tube and a valve that would not turn! 
Wedged down behind my elbow, I just could not 
reach it and make the fingers grasp. I cursed and 
wriggled and twisted and strained and eventu· 
ally undid all my straps as well and grasped the 
knob and realised I had been trying to turn it the 
wrong way. At last I strapped back in, the oxy
gen flowing, the mask shoving up my bifocals 
making it impossible to focus on objects fu rther 
than 12ft away. That sorted. I now needed to tell 
somebody on the g round that 987 was passing 
through 12 OOOft on oxygen. I worked out how to 
talk {shove the mike up under the mask) but no· 
body would answer. Finally I bleated ··can any
body hear 987? Came back the reply 
'·Everybody can hear 987!' 

Right. I got the message. loud and clear. You 
are up here on your own , lady, sort out your prob
lems by yourself. Navigation was easy, from 14 OOOft. 
t could see Aberdeen , the North Sea, twin lochs 
and all points north, east and south. Nevertheless, I 
turned on my Garmin 55. If I could stil l make 
sense of the GPS then the brain must still be 
working. 

Fifteen thousand feet was tops for that day, 
Gold height. When l came down my ears were 
blocked and painful, but cleared by the next day. 
But I was over the moon; I had learned to use 
the kit and rely on it, how to use the wave and 
enjoy it. On Sunday, September 24, 987 and I 
crept up to 16 200ft a round the backside of a 
monstrous shower. which was particularly satis
fying. lt wasn't an easy day, only glimpses of the 
ground were available and only one other glider 
followed me up. 

On September 26 lots of people got Diamond 
height. lt was Jane Moore's turn in 987 that 
morning; she did very well. I tried to wrestle my 
way through the midday thermals and got 
dumped twice . Later, launching at 4.30pm. I 
pressed on over Morven. slid along the wave bar 
at 4000ft in zero li ft all the way to Loch Muick, 
and found a sweet spot that worked up to 1 7 
OOOft . Nobody else found that one. either, and 
only sunset brought me down, diving through a 
wreath of crimson cloud that frosted my wings 
with snow. 

I flew again the next morning, but very badly. 
I spent 20min in the rotor scared to death and 
landed all shook up. Heaven was sending me a 
message ; you 've tasted the sweetness and 
beauty of high wave soaring, you're all tired out, 
time to quit while you're ahead. I told Mike Law 
that we were heading home 

'Well. you ve had some good flying" he ob
served. "You'll have to come back next year to 
get your Diamond height," 

''I'll be back'' I promised. And I wi ll. E:l 
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Bath, Wilts & North Dorset GC loking north. Black Mountains GC looking north. 

Burn GC looking east towards Drax power station with the hangar and club- Cambridge University GC's site looking north. 
house and Burn village on the A19 in the foreground. Photo: Paul Newmark. 

Above: Dartmoor GC from the north-west. Below: Herefordshire GC looking to 
the north-west. Photo: Robert Chappell. 

Above : Glyndwr GC loking .north-east. Photo: Peter Foster. Belo~~ 
Gliding Society looking south and right, London GC looking to the soutl1 



UK GLIDING CLUB SITES 
We are featuring as many sites as possible in this and the 
next issue in the hope they will be interesting and help'ful 

Bristol & Gloucestershire GC taken from 
the west by Bernard Smyth. 

!low: left: Lasham Deeslde GC looking east. 
)Uth-east. Both photos by Jochen Ewald. 

Above: Cotswold GC taken from the south looking north. The main runway orienta
tion is 030°-210°. 



Centreline Services Announce ... 
'''New Glider lnsurtlnce Pt1cltt1ge 

"Silent Wings" " 

Centreline Services using Insurers Equihot & Lloyds 
of London, launch an all new Glider Insurance 
package to the UK glider market. 

Silent Wings has been carefully created to cater for 
the needs of today's glider pilots. 

This Insurance package contains valuable benefits 
that provide that extra peace of mind at the same 
time as lower premiums. 

Because the premiums are calculated on a net of 
No Claims Bonus basis, the rating reflects consider
able savings to those glider owners and pilots who 
meet the qualifying criteria for the scheme. 

If you have a gl ider valued up to £100,000 
(Minimum qualifying value being £6,000), up to four 
named pilots all of whom have a 5 year loss free 
record and at least 200 hours experience, then this 
is the Insurance package for you. 

Tile slllndtJrd benefits include.· 

+ £20,000 of Pilots Personal Accident Protection - Covering any one of the named Pilots whilst 
they are flying the insured glider. 

+ £.10JL.O.Q.Q of Private Vehicle Airside liability Insurance - Providing protection that is very often 
excluded within most vehicle insurance policies. 
(Coverage limited to one nominated vehicle for 
recreational flying activities.) 

+ £50,000 of legal Expenses Insurance 

+ "Silent Wings" only avuilable from Centreline Services - lower Premiums and wider coverage 

llslt for rour 4uottlllon Totltlft ... You will be surprised ttt tile tllller~nce! 

Tel: (01489) 885998 or Fax: (01489) 885889 
Centre line Services limited, P 0 Box 100, Sarisbury Green, Southampton, Hampshire S031 7HJ 

Compelilir~e StllndtJrd llllitJiion lnsurtJnce Quottllions lllwtJys tlfltJiltlble 
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You can buy the magazine from most Gliding Clubs in 
Gt. Britain, alternatively send £16.50, postage included, 

for an annual subscription to the British Gliding 
Association, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester. 

Red leather-cloth binders specially designed to take 
copies of the magazine and gold-blocked with the title 

on the spine are only available from the BGA. 

Price £5.50 including post and packing. USA and all 
other Countries 

Payable in either Sterling L.15.00 (or US$30.00) (or US 
$40.00 by Ajr Mail) direct to the British Gliding 

Association. 
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+- tlew lnslrumenls PZL Expanded Scale ASIU Turns 0-140kl~. 1.75 Turn~ 0 200kls £105, PZL Vnria wilh zero r5el, Flask and Ring, 80mm £169, 57 mm £219, PZl T.E. Unit £28, PZl12V Mini T/S £259, lfR 
Allimeter £165,1FR Mini Acceleromeler £167, IFR Pedeslol Compass £69, Airpcrth C2300 Panel Compass £69, T/S 28V (onverler £22.90, New T1oditionol Clockwork Ba10g1ophs £189 + Surplus, overhouled ond 

second hond inslrumenls, colibrolion tested- Horizons, Turn & Slips, Voriometers,AIIimelers elc. POA +- Radios: ICOM Al£283, ICOM A20 Mk2 £339, Delcam 960 £199, Delcam 960 80mm Panel Mounled Version 
~rilh Speaker/Mike £239, Mobile Mugnelic Mount Ae1iuls £26 +- Glider Bnttery Chorgers £25.50 +- Parochules: SK94, Stureof the Arl, Rapid opening, low descenl role, 51eeroble, Comfortable, Lumbar Support, 

Bog. £465 + Trailers: High Qualily 1 5M size £2950 + ~lew Gliders (In coniunclion wilh Anglo Polish Sou planes) Prices shown exclude 
SZD Junior, SZD Podtaa, SZD "SS", SZD "Acuo" POA V.Alandcmi!Jge 

COUN D. STREET, 7 Sharpthorne Close, lfield, Crawley, Sussex, RH11 OLU, England • Tel OJ 293 543832 • Fax 01293 SJ 3819 

~evynn international 
MAGELLAN G PS 2000 USER-FRIENDLY hand held Lat/Long and 
ordnance survey co-ordinates. 17 hrs continuous use o n 4AA batteries. 
Grot~nd speed up to 827 knots. 167 x 58 x 33mm 283 gms including 
batteries (with our compliments). ONLY £ 196.00 plus £3.50 p&p UK 
(recorded delivery) 

MAGELLAN GPS 3000 VERY LATEST. As 2000 plus 100 extra way 
points, 4 extra routes. NM EA OUT PUT (data logger output faci lity), 
carry case & swivel mounting bracket. ONLY £247.50 plus £3.50 p&p UK 
(recorded delivery). Accessories for both models in stock. 

lM "FINESSE-IT" POLISH/CLEANER. I Ltr squeeze 
bottle with fli p-top pourer. HIGH GLOSS FINISH. Ideal 
for buffer or hand application. ONLY £ 17.50 plus £4.50 
p&p UK. 

NO MESS IN-FLIG HT DRINKS SYSTEM 750ml 
container, bracket, tubing & tap. £9.95 plus £2.00 p&p UK 

CANOPY C O VERS For various gliders. £45.50 plus 
£3.00 p&p UK 

WE NOW STOCK OVER 200 PRODUCTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES. PLEASE ASK FOR COPY OF OUR lATEST STOCK/PRICE LIST. 

36 Southpark Avenue, Mansfield, Notts. NG 18 4PL • Tei/Fax 01623 634437 • Mobile 0585 823361 
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Keep Your Loved 
One Dry And Warm! 

IAN KEVSER, photographed above right with his glider 
"Magroo" describes how he made economical waterproof 
covers so that she could stay rigged all summer (see photo 
top left) 

Anyone reading S&G for the first time could 
easily come to the conclusion that we are a load 
of well -heeled boffins. However, the initiated 
know the the vast majority of pilots are wonder
ing, where the next launch fee is coming from I 

My other hobby is amateur radio which is 
heavily loaded with DIY merchants hence I am a 
firm believer in the motto "making saves money", 
which leads on to this article. I had been trying 
to find waterproof covers for my K-7/13 as I 
wanted to keep it rigged during the summer. If 
you've ever rigged a 7/13 you know why. 

During the spring I had used cheap plastic 
tarpaulins from builders merchants but as they 
weren't long enough I had to use two for each 
wing with plenty of lashing to keep out the rain . 
The four, plus another for the fuselage and one 
for the tail, came to a healthy bill but did keep 
the glider dry. A chance opening of Exchange 
and Mart's gardening pages showed pond liners 
at silly prices. A chunk of liner 28 x30ft for £54 
sounded about right as two wing covers could 
be cut out, leaving adequate to cover the rest of 
the glider. A little work and a few eyelets and life 
would be a lot easier. 

I spread the liner out on the grass. I had al
ready cut up one of the old tarpaulins and 
checked if the overhang at leading and trailing 
edges would give sufficient splash protection. 
This showed that an extra 2ft on the wing size 
was fine. I marked the cutting line by carefully 

placing a string line over the fabric and' cut out 
the pieces with a Stanley knife .Each edge was 
then folded in 1ft to form the wing size and I 
marked where I thought the eyelets should go, 
settling on 30in apart. 

With the liner I also bought two rolls of 3in wide 
PVC jointing tape and used 4in strips, fold.ed 
over the edge of the covers at the eyelet posi
tions, to act as reinforcing. I put in the eyelets 
using a simple punch and anvil sold by ship mer
chants and good camping shops. 

The second wing cover was cut the other way 
so that the remaining fabric was rectangular. I 
put short lengths of cord between the eyelets 
and the covers were a perfect fit. The fabric 
hanging over each wingtip was then folded and 
secured with tape to make snug sections to hold 
it into place. With the covers removed I fitted two 
eyelets to reinforce these folds. 

The remainder of the fabric was then laid over 
the fuselage and centred. 1t was folded around 
the nose, cutting the excess material• away and 
securing the joints with tape. Not the neatest of 
jobs, but a lot of fabric had to be lost and the im
portant thing is for it to be watertight and strong. 
When happy with the job, eyelets can be used 
to reinforce the ends of the joins so making a 
lasting finish. Slits are then cut to accommodate 
the wing, allowing the skirt to fall neatly over the 
canopy and cover the fuselage to ground level. 
The excess over the wing is laid on top of the 

SOUTH WALES GC'S NEW FUEL TANK 
Harold Armitage, who had experience of in
staWng fuel tanks, designed one to take 
AVGAS for the South Wales GC's site at Usk. 
Then with a team of helpers he built the under
ground tank to hold 10 000 litres of fuel at half 
the cost of having the work done professionally. 
But there are all sorts of complications - you 
have to have planning permission, the tank 
must be steel and epoxy lined and the correct 
fuel filters and water separators must be fitted. 
lt is quite a minefield of complications and 
Harold has written a paper giving advice, his 
experiences, telling how to go about the project 
and listing suppliers. He has also drawn a de
tailed diagram. If your club is planning to store 
fuel on site for the tugs, you might like Harold's 
very helpful paper. If so send a sae to S&G and 
we will forward you a copy. 

Harold's photos show, left, the fuel tank in 
the hole, secured down, filled with water, 
and shuttering for the hydrant and access 
points fitted. Right: the finished installation. 

wing cover giving a 5ft overlap at this point. I 
have held this is place with tyres, but a neater 
job could be made by sewing velcro on the joint 
faces but that increases the cost considerably. 

The excess either side of the fuselage be
tween the wing trailing edge and the tail is care
fully cut off and used to make a fin cover. This 
was sewn up using the wife's sewing machine 
when she had gone shopping! lt is not that it 
could have damaged the machine but she does 
tend to be a little over protective towards it after 
she caught me sewing the heavy PVC sunroof 
cover for my car. The top edge of this cover was 
taped to reduce water ingress. 

The excess length of fabr,ic was cut to fit the 
fin and spread over the tailplane. At first I con
sidered cutting and fitting the fabric to the 
tailplane but decided to lay it flat, the excess 
being held in place on the ground with small 
tyres . Perhaps not the neatest, but it was defi
nitely the easiest and most waterproof method. 

As can be seen from the photographs it isn't 
perfect, but it is functional and easy. The total 
cost, including eyelets, was less than £75 and at 
that price if it lasts for two years I will be happy. 
However, the most important feature is that it 
keeps Magroo warm and dry - what more can a 
loved glider wish . 
NB. A lighter coloured fabric would be even bet
ter as it would cut down on heat retention and 
make the covers usable for glass-fibre gliders. 
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SOME OF 
THE ClASSICS 
These photographs were taken 
last summer by Vintage Glider 
Club member Jochen Ewald 
during the Rendez Vous Rally 
at the Wasserkuppe and the 
23rd International Rally at 
Oberschleissheim Airfield near 
Munich, home of the German 
Museum's aviation collection 

A. The newly restored Harbinger. B. The EoN 
primary. C. Harald Kiimoer's restored 
Schleicher Condor 4. D. Graham Saw flying 

' his Fafnir-like T-13 " Petrel". E. The Swiss 
: Spyr 5 coming in to land over a T-21. F. Ted 

Hull 's beautiful Scud 3. G. lan Dunkley's AV-
22 " The Elephant" meets a modern flying 
wing at the Wasserkuppe. 

G! 

E ! 
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DEVELOPMENT NEWS 
New site for Nene Valley GC 
Club News for Nene Valley in the last issue, 
p360, was somewhat depressing. The club had 
received notice to quit RAF Upwood and were 
having to shift and store their equipment with 
no immediate home to go to. At that stage, 
however, all' could not be told. 

I can now report that planning permission 
has been granted for the use of about 30 acres, 
immediately adjoining RAF Upwood and 
incorporating· part of the original airfield's main 
runway. 

The land was kindly offered by neighbouring 
farmer and Cambridge University GC member , 
Marshal! Papworth, who is a practising glider 
pilot and the real hero of this story. The club 
decided to take the risk of levelling and re
seeding the land in early September before the 
result of the planning application could be 
known. Fortunately the gamble paid off and the 
grass is already green I 

The consents include limited aerotowing and 
motor glider operations and approval for a 
glider store (hangar) and clubhouse which are 
now being organised 

Until the grass is properly established the 
new airfield will only be available for restricted 
use, but the MoD's land agents have now 
agreed to an extension of the lease at RAF 
Upwood for a further 12 months, so t11at will not 
be a problem. 

Our congratulations and best wishes go to the 
Nene Valley GC's committee who lhave had 
some difficult decisions to make. They should 
now be fully operational' on their new site by 
spring 1997. 

Lottery Sports Fund Applications 
A number of clubs have now applied for lottery 
sports fund grants, with notable successes, as 
reported in the last issue, p354. However, since 
our seminar at Dunstable last May there have 
been further developments and some points 
now require clarification. 

Generally, although the Sports Council's 
lottery team in London will process an applica
tion within three months, it is taking five months 
or more before applicants ·know whether they 
have been successful. This is giving rise to 
some problems, particularly with purchasing, 
where a club needs to make a firm commitment 
in order to secure the purchase but dare not do 
so for fear of breacl1ing the lottery sports fund 
conditions and losing the right to grant aid. 

In t11ose circumstances, the Sports CoLJncil 
will issue a "without prejudice" letter of permis
sion to proceed. In a recent case this has 
enabled contracts to be exchanged and a 
completion date agreed and, if necessary, for 
the club to complete the purchase of its site 
before any offer of grant aid is received. 

"Without prejudice", in that context, means 
that the Sports Council gives permission on the 
clear understanding that their decision on 
whether or not to offer grant aid is not influ
enced in any way and that the club accepts full 
responsibility for meeting its cash commit
ments, at completion, with or without grant aid. 

That is helpful wl1en the vendor is pressing 
the club to finalise a deal , but of course it only 
applies if the club has a "Plan B" organised to 
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finance the purchase, if necessary , without 
grant support. Where grant aid is an essential 
part of the purchasing plan , then the club must 
be careful to ensure that its offer to buy is not 
only "subject to contract" but also subject to a 
successful application for funding. 

Another popular misconception that arose 
from our May seminar was that applications 
below £150 000 would be processed more 
speedily and that all apllications should, if 
possible, be kept below that figure. That is not 
true. Only if an application exceeds £5.5 million 
does the procedure change. All other applica
tions go before a panel which meets monthly 
and there is therefore no advantage in seeking 
to arrange finances in order to stay below the 
£150 000 threshold. Applications for grant aid 
should always be based on the full project cost. 

By far the major cause of delay is when the 
application form is not properly completed. The 
message from the recent lottery sports fund 
roadshow is that more than half the applications 
are either returned or rejected for that reason. 
The form requires great care. You cannot afford 
not to get it right first time or you might have to 
wait 12 months for have another go' 

The Sports Council's officers have provided 
me with a great deal of help and advice in 
dealing with applications and problems encoun
tered by individual clubs. If you do have a 
problem, either contact the case officer at tl1e 
Sports Council's lottery team who signed your 
letters of acknowledgement, giving your appli
catiolil's reference number, or get in touch with 
me and I will gladly take up the matter with the 
Sports Council on your behalf. 
Roger Coote, BGA development officer 

FOR GROB ACRO OWNERS 
On August 6 two Air Cadet Viking gliders , Grob 
1 03s, from Sealand collided at approximately 
2000ft agl, killing the pilots in one aircraft. The 
other crew were unable to bale out. 

In a letter to Dick Stratton, BGA chief techni
cal officer, Sqd Ldr Robin Miller from the Air 
Cadets Central Gliding School, says it would 
seem that the front canopy was opened fully, 
using the left handle, breaking the restraining 
cord. The canopy then hit the outside of the 
fuselage and twisted the canopy hinges. lt 
began to open and close in the airflow but the 
pilot in the front seat found he could not with 
draw the hinge pins using the right hand 
handle. Events in the rear seat followed a 
similar pattem and the crew eventually landed 
back at Sealand in the damaged glider. 

Robin writes that the findings of the Board of 
Inquiry haven't been published but they have 
given advice to their Viking aircrew which we 
print below for the benefit of Grob Acro own
ers:-

"Initial reserch reveals that if the left handle is 
pulled back before the right and the canopy 
starts to open, it will then be difficult, and 
perhaps impossible, to operate the right lever 
and separate the canopy from the aircraft, For a 
successful canopy jettison it appears essential 
that both levers are pulled back simultaneously. 
The right lever has then to be maintained in its 
rearward position, against spring pressure , by 
the right hand whilst the canopy is pushed up 
and away with the left hand." 

NATIONAL LADDER 
I rather embarrassingly find myself at the top of 
the Open Ladder followed by Sieve Crabb and 
Tim Macfadyen, all with over 10 OOOpts. Steve 
saved me from further distress by finishing top 
of the Weekend Ladder with Booker putting in 
an appearance in the form of Dave Caunt in 3rd 
place. As many pilots in the upper reaches of 
the ladders declined to supply photographs, 
myself and Tim Macfadyen qualify for BGA 
trophies in the Open Ladder while Richard 
Palm er and Geoff Glazebrooke will claim those 
in the Weekend Ladder, hence the reason we 
are giving 7th and 9th places. 

Well done to everyone on their superb perfor
mances. 

Open Ladder 
Pilot Club Pts 
1 .J,L.Bridge Cambridge Un1v 12 435 
2. S.J.Crabb Soaring Centre 11 323 
3. T. Maciadyen Bristol & Glos 10903 
4. P. Baker Cambridge Unlv 9533 
5. D.Caunl Booker 9496 

Weekend Ladder 
Pilot Club Pts 
1. S.J.Crabb Soari ng Centre 9382 
2. J.L.Bridge Cambridge Un iv 9371 
3. D. Gaunt Booker 8528 
7. R.Palmer Bidtord 7363 
9. G.Giazebrooke Cambridge Unrv 5944 

John Bridge, national/adder steward 

GLIDER PARACHUTE RECOVERY 
SYSTEMS 

Fits 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

Fits 
4 

At the meeting of the OSTIV Sailplane 
Development Panel held in Zlin, Czech 
Republic, last September, the final draft of a 
document on the above subject was approved. 
This matter had already been considered at the 
meeting in Omarama and this was the last 
opportunity to make alterations. 

After a few small amendments , the text was 
agreed and will now be published as part of 
OSTIV Airworthiness Standards. lt will appear 
as a self-contained booklet, as opposed to an 
addition to the existing document. 

OSTIV Airworthiness Standards are , of 
course, not obligatory but in the absence of 
other Requirements they form an excellent 
working basis. lt is hoped that JAR 22 will 
eventually publish their own Requirements, 
incorporating much of the sense of OSTIV. 
Frank lrvlng 

BGA 1000 CLUB LOTTERY 
The November draw results are: First prize
M.Pieasance (£54.75) with the runners up
J.AIIen, J.Kinley, Y.A.Watts , K.J.Cadman and 
P. Gresham - each winning £10.95 . December. 
First prize- Dr R.P.Saundby (£55.50) with the 
runners up- J.Tait, D.Oddy, M.Wilshere, J.Limb 
and I Breingan- each winning £11.10. 

COMPETITION DIARY 
The Club Class Championships will be held 
concurrently with the Western Regionals at 
Nympsfield , home of Bristol & Gloucestershire 
GC , from June 22-30. 

lt has also be decided by the BGA 
Competitions and Awards Committee that the 
Junior Nationals, which are at the Lasham 
Gliding Society from August 15-23. should now 
be known as the Junior Championships. 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 
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GLIDING 1858 Page, RR ESC 14.8 9907 Askey, L. Midland 22.7 
(in France) 9908 Copley, R.C.R. Midland 10.8 

1859 Purslow, B. Bowland Forest 17.8 9909 Mclnnes. C. Fen land 13.8 

CE IFICATES 1860 Elgsas. S. Booker 26.9 9910 Mann, P. Chilterns 9.9 
1861 Hornsey, L. Chilterns 20.8 99 t1 Basterlield, K. Dartmoor 10.8 
1862 Stall, D.T. Booker 26.9 9912 Farr, P. Surrey Hills 22.8 
1863 Lee, G.G. Surrey & Hants 26.9 9913 Barr-Smith, T.M. Surrey Hills 30.8 

ALL THREE DIAMONDS 1864 McKillen, A. Ulster 22.8 9914 Sanville. S.C. Cambridge Univ 9.8 
No. Name Club 1995 1865 Freestone, I.P. The Soaring Centre 11 .10 9915 Will1ams, P. Lasham 28.8 
473 Jelden, A. Backer 26.9 1866 Underhill, R.M. Oxford 5.10 9916 Hirst. P. Oxford Univ. 9.9 
474 Smith, I.C. East Sussex 28.9 1867 Russell, M.C. Cambridge Univ. 28.9 9917 Duke. N.J.H. Marchington I 1.8 
475 Newland-Smilh. M.E. London 13.8 1868 Alison, G. C. Backer 5.10 99 18 Stilgoe, G. Southdown 20.8 
476 Greenhill, D.J. Ex pat 9.4 9919 Vincent, C. Bid lord 30.7 

(in USA) GOLD HEIGHT 9920 Stevens, A. RAFGSA 22.7 
477 Freestone, I.P. The Soaring Centre 11.10 Name Club 1995 9921 Heselwood, M.D. Cranwell 29.7 
478 Read, G. F. Backer 26.9 Fielder RA East Sussex 30.8 9922 Nuttall. C. Midland 19.8 

Hey, J.L. Talgarth 27.8 9923 Peap. J. Chilterns 9.8 
DIAMOND DISTANCE Smith. D.A. Bath & Wilts 27.8 9924 Brittain, W.J . Borders 12.8 
No. Name Club 1995 Hackett. P.L. Clevelands 23.9 9925 Organ. M .D. Upward Bound 14.8 
11712 Hatwell, R.S. Essex & Suffolk 14.8 Hors!ield, S.G. Yorkshire 23 .7 9926 Williams. D.E. Surrey Hills 28.8 
1/7 13 Freestone. I.P. The Soaring Centre 14.8 Wakem. M.P. Midland 22.9 9927 Mans!ield, D.M. Nene Valley 6.8 
1/714 Foster, S.A. Cambridge Univ. 22.7 Meagher, M. Book er 22.9 9928 Edmonds, M.A. Shalbourne t 1.8 
1/715 Newland-Smith, M.E. London 13.8 Nicolson. K. ESC 24. t 0 9929 Page. A. Rattlesden 10.8 
1/716 Oliver, M. Cotswold 22.7 (in France) 9930 Gurney, I.P.S. The Gliding Centre 22.9 

Flower, B.S. London 22.9 9931 Carter, D.S. Enstone 23.9 
DIAMOND GOAL Jessett, A.P. Lash am 28.9 9932 Martin. P.G. RAF Bedlord 9.9 
No. Name Club 1995 Moore, J . Book er 26.9 9933 Miller. T. Southdown 13.8 
212396 Mackenzie, B Wrekin 18.8 Liechti, P. Lash am 26.9 9934 Knowes, t111. Bowland Forest 18.8 
212397 Janzso, J. Kent 22.7 Twiss. L.P. Lash am 28.9 9935 Newnham, l.M. Ouse 6.8 
2/2398 Bainbridge, M. Essex & Suffolk 20.8 Harrison. J .T. Avro 23.3 

9936 Bailey. C.J. Essex & Sutlolk 3.9 
2/2399 Breaks, 1..1.P. Lasham 22.7 (in USA) 

9937 Spedding, N.K. Stratford on Avon 8.7 
2/2400 Ayres, S.J. Bannerdown 11.8 Burgess. M.J. East Sussex 28.9 

9938 Cooper, A. Lasham 14.8 
21240t Cooper, A. Lash am 14.8 Brand, A.K. East Sussex 27.9 

9939 Garner, R.P.J . Beaker 26.8 
(in France) Elgsas, S. Booker 26.9 

9940 Green, K.S. Lash am 1.10 
2/2402 Cooper. T.W. Norfolk 22.7 Bridgewater, G.J . Stratford on Avon 26.9 

9941 Nicholson, K. ESC 30.7 
212403 Tipple, K.B. Lash am 10.8 Short, R.H. Welland 5.10 

9942 Broome, R.D. The Soaring Centre 28.8 
212404 Nicolson, K. ESC 30.7 Birkbeck, A.J. Booker 1.10 

9943 Baldock, E. Welds 23.9 
(in France) Staff, D.T. Booker 26.9 

9944 Fowler, A. D. Imperial College 20.7 
212405 Vincent, K.G. Kent 22.7 McKenzie, C.S. Cornish 28.9 

9945 Phelps, M. H. Shenington 19.8 
212406 Rogers, J.B. West Wales 15.8 Lee, G.G. Surrey & Hants 26.9 

9946 Wray, L.J. Aquila 28.8 
(in France) Freestone, I.P. The Soaring Centre 11 .10 

Blackhurst. J.L. Midland 26.9 9947 Glassett, S.J. Shalbourne 5.8 
212407 Smyth, B.F.R. Bristol & Glos 6.7 

(in France) Clayton, P. Burn 9.10 9948 Parikh, P. Bristol & Glos 21 .8 

212408 Page, R.R. ESC 14.8 Underhill, R.M Oxford 5.10 9949 Sturley, P.O. Bicester 29.9 

(in France) Mackay, D.N Deeside 11 .10 9950 Skeaping, A.J. London 30.8 

Russell, M.C. Cambridge Univ. 28.9 9951 Unga!elter, D.G. London 22.7 212409 Purslow, B. Bowland Forest 17.8 
2/2410 Foster, S. 0 . Bannerdown 22.7 Alison, G.C. Book er 5.10 9952 Lodge, M. Surrey Hills 1.6 

21241 I Barratt, G. M. Dukeries 29.7 Hoare, N.J . Book er 11.10 9953 Craig, P.J. Thruxton 20.7 

212412 Hornsey, L. Chilterns 20.8 Kochanowski , S.J . Burn 5.10 9954 Hope. D.M. ESC 29.7 

212413 Buzzard, C. The Soaring Centre 22.7 Clition. R. Kent 27.9 9955 de Tourtoulon, A.C.E. Essex & Suffolk 8.10 

2•2414 Walker, S.R. Four Counties 5.8 Colbeck. R.A. London 22.9 9956 Mackay, D.N. Deeside 11.10 

2/2415 Briggs, D .W. Cotswold 29.7 
GOLD DISTANCE UK CROSS-COUNTRY DIPLOMA (in France) 
Name Club 1995 Complete 212416 Walton-Smith, P.J .D. 631 VGS 22 

(in Australia) Mackenzie, B. Wrekin 18.8 Name Club 1995 
Topping. P.M. The Soaring Centre 14.8 Sinclair, S. Kent 27.8 

DIAMOND HEIGHT Bainbridge, M. Essex & Suffolk 20.8 Newnham. L.M. Ouse 16.8 
No. Name Club 1995 Brooks, M.P. Lasham 22.7 Bainbridge, M. Essex & Suffolk 20.8 
3/1251 Hors!ield, S.G. Yorkshire 23 .7 Staley. J.M. Bicester 9.8 Lincoln, B.N. Portsmouth Naval t5.5 
3/1252 Glennie, P.F. SGU 4.10 Smith, D.A. Bath & Wilts 14.8 
311253 Luxton, J.R.W. Book er 28.9 Ayres. S.J. Bannerdown 11.8 Part 1 
3/ 1254 Jelden, A. Book er 26.9 Cooper, A. Lasham 14.8 Name Club 1995 
311255 Coote. A. B. Southdown 28.9 (in France) Newnham. L.M. Ouse 16.8 
3/1256 Jessetl, A.P. Lash am 28.9 Cooper, T.W. Norfolk 22.7 May J.H. Staffordshire 22.8 
3/1257 Smith, I.G. East Sussex 28.9 Hackett. P.L. Clevelands 18.8 Bainbridge. M. Essex & Suffolk 20.8 
3/1258 Goodall, J.T. YorkShire 23.7 Tipple, K.B. Lasham 10.8 O'Neill. B.N. Oxford 19.8 
3/ 1259 Brand, A.K. East Sussex 27.9 Nicolson, K. ESC 30.7 

Guttery. G. E. Bowland Forest 16.8 
3/1260 McKenzie, C.S. Cornish 28.9 (in France) Lincoln, B. N. Portsmouth Naval 15.5 
3/1261 Greenhill. D.J. Expat 9.4 Vincent, K.G. Kent 22.7 

Hunt, J. Lasham 11.8 
(in USA) Rogers. J.B. West Wales 15.8 

Sanville, S.C. Cambridge Univ. 18.8 3/1262 Eastburn, M.P. Aquila 26.9 (in France) 
To!\, D.K. Kent 17.8 3/1263 Lewicka, A. Book er 26.9 Moore, J. Booker 10.8 
Burgess, M.J. East Sussex 22.7 3/1264 Freestone. I.P. The Soaring Centre 11.10 Smyth, B.F.R. Bristol & Glos 6.7 

311265 Read, G. F. Booker 26.9 (in France) 
Part2 

3/1266 Porter, K.M. Shalbourne 18.10 Page, R.R. ESC 14.8 
Sinolair, S. Kent 27.8 3/1 267 Russell. M.C. Cambridge Univ. 28.9 (in France) 
Newnham, L.M. Ouse 16.8 3/1268 Morrison, G. M. Deeside 16.10 Purslow , B. Bowland Forest 17.8 

3/1269 Johnston, J .A. Sackville 2.10 Hornsey, L. Chilterns 20.8 Bainbridge, M. Essex & Suffolk 20.8 

Staff, D.T. Booker 22.6 Lincoln, B. N. Portsmouth Naval 15.5 
GOLD BADGE Buzzard, C. The Soaring Centre 22.7 Haigh, J. Southdown 8.6 
No. Name Club 1995 McKillen. A. Ulster 22.8 
1849 Brooks. M.P. Lasham 22.7 Walker, S.R. Four Counties 5.8 
1850 Smith, D.A. Bath & Wilts 27.8 Briggs. D.W. Cotswold 29.7 
t851 Hacketl. P.L. Clevelands 23.9 (in France) Eurog!lde '96: The Eindhovense Aero Club are again organls· 
1852 Wakem. M.P. Midland 22..9 Walton-Smith, P.J.D. 631 VGS 2.2 lng what they descnbe as "a Europoean monster race" starting 
1853 Lincoln, B.N. Portsmouth Naval 22.7 (in Australia) from Eindhoven Airport on July 18, finishing back at base no 
1854 Meagher. M. Booker 22.9 Underhill, A. M. Oxtord 10.8 later than July 28. For more details contact Joeri Bierings, 
1855 Nicolson, K. ESC 30.7 Alison. G. C. Beaker 22.7 Rietbeek 28, NL-5501 CB. Veldhoven, Holland. 

(in France) 
1856 Vincent, K.G. Kent 22.7 SILVER BADGE Spanish gliding: A!\er t11e article in the October issue, p307. 
1857 Moore. J. Book er 26.9 No. Name Club 1995 about the Spanish club thei r address has changed and the con-
1858 Smyth, B.F.R. Bristol & Glos 6.7 9905 Hogan. P.M. Vale of White Horse 26.8 tact is now Joaquin Zuazo. Escuela Enaire. C Olite-45, Madrid 

(in France) 9906 McDougall. W. Marchington 30.7 28039, Spain, tell!ax 0034 1 31 1 2047 • 
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Sandy Harrup, as previous photos in S&G have shown, has a great eye for the unusual shot. 
She took this one of Dave and Simon Minson·s Mosquito at North Hill. We are always looking 
out for this kind of interesting photograph and can work well from good quality prints. 

Cambridge University Gliding Club 
Gransden Lodge oHers: 

1 00 acre gliding only site with unrestricted airspace 
7 day week operation in summer (winch & aerotow) 
Kl 3/K21 /Grab Acro- K8s/Junior/ Astir/Discus 

Bookable training - Courses- Doily Met 
Visitors are most welcome: extend your cross country 

experience in landa&le country/ 
Write or call: Gransclen Lodge Alrfield, Longstowe Road, 
Little Gransden, SANDY,IISecb SG19 3EB (01767 677077) 

THE CLUB IS OPEN TO EVERYONE 

BGA SHOP 

The RegionGIS 
GRANS DEN 

August 17th to 26th Inclusive 
gives 10 days, cut fields, and the 

best Clhance of x·country weather 
For details contact: Max Bacon. 

Aerial VIew, swavnes Lane. comberton, 
Cambridge, CEB 7EF 

Telephone 01223 264711 

Probably the best site in the UK. 
Certainly tire lf'iendliest Regionals 

YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO MISS THESE BARGAINS 

* The new BGA SKI HATS in navy with small glider logo. Keep worm on the airfield 
and take advantage of our introductory price only £3.50 each 

* Full colour 1996 SOARING CALENDAR with on exciting different photograph 
for eoch month. Remaining stock now reduced to £5.00 each 

* The GLIDING UMBRELLA - top quality British brolly with glider design. Reduced 
price for orders in February and March. Only £15.00 each 
(All these prices above include cost of postage and packing.) 

BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION 
SALES DEPT., FREEPOST, LEICESTER LE1 7ZB 
or ask us to send you our complete sales list 

Telephone 0116 253 1051 
{ACCESS/VISA accepted) 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 



GLEN DOUGLAS 

CLUB 
FOCUS 
Glen writes about Aboyne, 
the home of record break
ing wave flights 

I, 19li31ho orig~ol 0"''"' GC ' ""'' an olh 
erwise useless, boulder strewn field ol gorse and 
broom neor Dinnetto be their permanent home. 

The first job for members was to hack out a 
landing strip lrom stones and brush. A mammoth 
task indeed, but with the help of volunteers from 
Aboyne village, they were ready for the first 
launch on July 26 1964. This proved somewhat 
of a disaster when the winch stalled and the T-
31 tried to turn back. rather than landing ahead. 
The glider hit the ground, port wing first, and was 
badly damaged. Fortunately tile pilot escaped 
uninjured. lt was almost a year before the glider 
was ready for a second attempt, thus the first 
successful flight was on June 27 1965. 

Since quitting the rapidly expanding Dyce 
Airfield in 1955, the Aberdeenshire GC had wan
dered round the north-east ol Scotland, even 
bungying oil the Hill O'Fare 16 miles to the east 
of Aboyne. They ended up at Littery near Turrifl, 
but the site was far from ideal. being too close to 
the sea and too far from the hills. 

Nineteen sixty-seven saw the two clubs 
agreeing to pool their assets to lorm the present 
day Deeside Gliding Club (Aberdeenshire) Ltd. 
Since then the club has grown in membership, 
facilities and visitors and is now recognised as 
one of, if not the, prime wave soaring site in tile 
UK and Europe. This did not happen overnight 
but took years ol hard work, sacrilice and care
ful planning. 

Flying was suspended for most ol 1969 to 
build the blister hangar bought from the Forestry 
Commission in Banchory. Members demol· 
ished, transported and re-erected the building 
for tile princely sum of £47. the club's entire bank 
balance. The following year we bought tile BGA 
Capstan and Gall Victor, the Super Cub, and be· 
came an exclusively aerotow club. 

In 1973, the first tarmac runway was laid by 
members on a base taken from the old railway 
line to Ballater which ran to the north of the site. 
The help of the Aberdeen Council roads' depart
ment was greatly appreciated. 

The foundations of a much needed club· 
house were started in 1980 and the completion 
certificate applied I or in 1984! On the other 
hand. the tug hangar was professionally built in 
1987. lt was completed much faster, but cost 
£30 000. Last year saw the final building work 
for the foreseeable future · a new glider hangar 
costing t 1 00 000. We can now leave the entire 
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A DG-500 from Aboyne was flying over Lochs Kinord and Davan. 

club fleet rigged and. with the door opening to Vega and ASW-19 are fitted with oxygen and 
30m and a span of 40m inside. it will hold the instruction can be given to high altitude. 
larger gliders. Launching is by two 235 HP Pawnees and a 180 

In the meantime we continued to develop the HP Super Cub. 
field. A new crosswind, grass runway in 1982. The clubhouse includes a briefing room with 
meant we could land into wind in a north-west· computerised task setting. lounge, kitchen, bar. 
erly, and operations were considerably en- toilets and a sun porch overlooking the site. We 
hanced in 1991 when the second tarmac runway have a licensed aircralt engineer on site with a 
was built by 216 Field Squadron ADR from RAF well equipped workshop and facilities for refiii-
Marham as part of the military aid to the civilian lng oxygen cylinders and calibrating barographs. 
community programme. This coincided with the The site Is administered by the club and IS there-
clubhouse extension and the conversion to an lore a gliding only airfield. 
all glass fleet. More than any other UK club, Deeside can 

Our excellent soaring conditions are com- claim to have probably the best soaring condi-
bined with probably tile least airspace restric- tions. 11 Is recognised throughout Europe for its 
tions in Europe. The areas where soaring is at excellent wave soaring and1 although this is es-
its best, pilots can concentrate and enjoy cross· pecially good in the spring and autumn, it is 
countries and height gains without worrying prevalent all year round and works in virtually all 
about infringing airspace. Where there are re- wind directions. 
strictions, to the east and south-east. we can fly In the prevailing westerlies, wave flights can 
in or through in VMC. be exceptional, frequently giving Gold and 

lt is a beautiful area to fly over and the air is Diamond heights and distance flights. We also 
normally crystal clear with views from horizon to enjoy good thermal conditions with especially 
horizon. lt is certainly one of the most picturesque strong lift from the granite outcrops in the sur-
parts ol Britain with Balmoral Castle only ten miles rounding terrain. 
to the west. Apart from gliding, there are plenty of For those interested in meritorious flights. the 
things to do with many tourist attractions and current height record is 37 730fl (see p17). the 
recreations from walking and golf to fishing. fastest time to Diamond height from the ground 

The Scottish Sports Council have designated run is 23min and the longest cross-country is 
Aboyne Airfield as Scotland's National Gliding 850km. All these records are there to be broken. 
Centre. lt hosts the Scottish Aegionals and the You too could share the Aboyne experience. 
BGA's autumn wave soaring courses. We also For further details or to book your expeditions, 
have courses tailored to the needs of individual contact us by 'phone or tax on 013398 85339 or 
pilots. whatever their standard. and Lionel Sole. write to us at Aboyne. 
the four times British Aerobatic Champion, gives For details of the BGA wave soaring courses 
aerobatic instruction. in October contact the BGA on 0116 2531051, 

The fleet of two Puchaczs, a Junior. Sport lax 01 16 2515939. ~ 

An active day at the club. Photo: Robert Henderson 



ANNUAL STATISTICS OCTOBER 1,1994 TO SEPTEMBER 30,1995 

GLIDING CLUBS r;-~MFT 
"' -.0 .0 "' :::1 .a 0 

Q) 

0 :::1 
(.) a... f.-

I ALL NO. OF HOURS KMS MEMBERSHIP 
I LAUNCHES AEROTOWS FLOWN FLOWN Full Estimated 1 

No. of No. of 
Q) 

Temporary Female c 
·;;_ 
u:: Members Members 

---r-----· 
ANGUS 2 4 ' 0 1 091 136 235 30 : 277 2 
AQUILA 3 4 27 2 2298 1 813 1 506 36174 58 165 1 

BATH WILTS & NORTH DORSET 3 3 22 3 356 853 1257 12000 11 7 290 7 
BID FORD GLIDING CENTRE 3 4 30 2 3 339 3 339 

. 
3167 95 300 140 602 3 

BLACK MOUNTAINS 3 26 1 2 241 2 241 2897 18 300 64 156 9 
BOOK ER 7 7 78 5 10 048 10 048 350 000 280 1 450 30 
BORDERS 3 1 21 2 1 522 1 522 1 065 8120 76 210 2 
BOWLAND FOREST 2 3 23 0 5111 0 2193 4 000 99 197 7 
BRISTOL & GLOS 4 4 62 2 8 351 2 565 6044 85 000 309 476 25 
BUCKMINSTER 3 2 21 2 2880 1 875 1 485 5500 69 317 I 9 
BURN 4 4 24 1 5970 1 522 1628 4 200 133 354 5 
CAIRNGORM 0 10 0 1 000 250 34 85 2 
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY 2 5 63 2 10 1 T 1 1971 7999 217 263 223 1 373 21 
CARL TON MOOR 1 2 0 
CHANNEL 3 7 0 
CONNEL 3 1 4 

CORNISH 2 2 8 
COTSWOLD 4 4 42 1 

DARTMOOR GLIDING SOCIETY 3 2 7 0 

696 0 I 155 18 22 1 

4849 0 i 604 46 480 i 4 

I 
! 

705 100 408 5 4 15 30 81 T 

2032 1 782 781 1 600 29 448 1 

8 516 584 4617 44200 172 1 017 12 

4224 0 I 939 90 350 
DEESIDE 2 3 21 3 5 3 14 5290 5 275 121 619 16 
DERBY & LANCS 6 3 43 0 8032 0 3872 5000 193 1 282 19 
DEVON & SOMERSET 4 3 35 8751 434 3189 10280 191 1 023 19 
DORSET 2 3 5 3 185 590 i 458 118 374 2 
DRA FARNBOROUGH 2 2 7 982 317 375 1 000 39 44 3 
DUMFRIES & DISTRICT 1 3 0 345 0 84 400 17 15 0 
EAST SUSSEX 4 4 16 0 4 762 40 1073 2500 115 637 3 
ENSTONE EAGLES 2 1 8 0 2 153 24 822 3000 41 419 3 
ESSEX & SUFFOLK 3 2 21 0 4644 0 1 511 15 000 98 215 4 

ESSEX 3 2 22 3 127 998 100 391 
GL YNDWR SOARING CLUB 3 20 1 60 180 
HIGHLAND 2 2 8 0 2 136 338 942 3073 6 1 170 15 

' IMPERIAL COLLEGE 1 2 0 0 2500 500 600 1200 15 60 2 
ISLANDERS LIMITED 0 0 2 
KENT 3 2 28 
LAKES 3 3 7 1 

LASHAM GLIDING SOCIETY 11 148 5 
I 

373 29 36 37 21 21 2 

5466 1 974 149 767 10 

1356 1 326 554 5960 44 164 1 

31529 11 092 14 100 359 990 452 2 723 178 

LINCOLNSHIRE 2 8 0 4309 0 605 107 60 135 8 
LONDON 7 4 87 4 21 230 7996 1 I 000 162 000 437 2 500 20 
MIDLAND 3 4 39 1 12 304 706 5303 43808 195 1 082 20 
MARCHINGTON 4 1 13 1 2 079 2 079 1 195 87 191 4 

MEN DIP 2 2 10 0 
NENE VALLEY 2 2 7 0 

2949 20 I 698 4800 66 i 441 6 

3003 0 634 3 733 40 190 4 
NEW ARK & NOTTS 2 3 16 0 3956 720 2880 60 420 5 
NORFOLK 4 2 33 2 5223 2892 2 005 201 753 19 
NORTH DEVON 2 6 0 1 363 ; 363 250 750 tO 30 
NORTH WALES 2 3 51 0 2 900 0 520 52 250 0 
NORTHUMBRIA 3 2 19 2572 796 698 1 500 89 534 5 
YORK GLIDING CENTRE 3 4 19 5 567 2095 1354 1 500 114 550 5 
OXFORD 4 3 16 0 

OXFORDSHIRE SPORTSFL YING CLUB 0 0 2 0 

2 897 I 0 853 19 500 90 235 8 

0 0 1 250 14 000 35 22 1 

PETERBOROUGH & SPALDING 3 1 14 2 2059 2059 1 252 7000 75 260 5 
RAE BEDFORD FLYING CLUB 1 0 9 0 1003 0 18 20 0 
RATTLESDEN 2 2 18 1 3 235 331 997 8 200 72 520 12 

AS R.E. FLYING CLUB 2 0 0 137 2 25 
I 

0 10 23 

SACKVILLE 3 2 10 1 100 500 1 000 6 000 37 75 5 
SCOTTISH GLIDING UNION 3 3 42 1 8122 711 5670 234 723 11 

SHALBOURNE SOARING SOCIETY 3 2 26 0 3 690 0 1 3 13 10000 102 6 15 18 
SHENINGTON 3 3 10 4 686 341 963 12 643 56 128 8 
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I ANNU~!: STATIS!.!Q~ 

----G-L-ID_I_N_G_C_L_U-8S------,-~----A~IH_C_R_A_F_T--·--·-··-----,---A-L-L - --.---N-0--.--0-F ~~0-U_R_S--,--K-M_S_--, ____ M_E_M_B_E-·R--SH--1-P------ . . 

LAUNCHES AEROTOWS I FLOWN FLOWN Full Estimated 

c'<l 
g 
(3 

No. or No. or 

Temporary Female 

Members Members 
-------------=-----,_---,---,---,,---+------+------,_----r------+---+-----+- ------

1 I 1 8 1 663 663 7o 195 HEREFORDSHIRE 

SHROPSHIRE SOARING GROUP 

SOUTH WALES 

SOUTH DOWN 

ST AFFO A DSH I RE 

STRATFORD ON A VON 

STRATHCLYDE 

SURREY & HANTS 

SURREY HILLS 

THE DUKERIES 

THE GLIDING CENTRE 

THE MOTOR GLIDER CENTRE 

THE SOARING CENTRE 

THRUXTON 

TRENT VALLEY 

ULSTER 

UPWARD BOUND TRUST 

VALE OF NEATH 

VALE OF WHITE HORSE 

VECTIS 

WELLAND 

WEST WALES GLIDING ASSOCIATION 

WO LDS 

YORK GLIDING CENTRE 

YORKSHIRE 

i 
0 0 12 1 263 263 552 29 0 
2 2 2 1 1 2 776 942 1 2a 1 6 65a a5 44 1 
3 3 40 3 6 34 7 5 252' 3 119 34 900 242 1 050 
4 4 7 0 5 7 40 20 1 2a3 4 200 125 340 
4 3 22 0 7210 0 2704 10783 126 954 
1 2 6 1 177 126 a3 0 26 11 2 
0 11 2120 47a 1196 192 
4 4 3 0 4 ao6 633 58 344 
2 1 1 o o 3 172 o 1 7aa 1 9oo 35 21 9 
a 9 o 1 15 ao2 790 · 2 765 25 a7o 
0 0 0 764 3 000 29 55 
5 6 a2 4 16 592 10 321 9 462 92 420 367 1 560 
3 1 7 1 752 752 350 2050 34 101 
3 1 17 1 3 9a 4 66·1 1 352 8 132 58 ua 
2 1 11 1 1 225 1 202 686 1 450 3a 114 
2 1 3 0 2 543 0 469 1 975 25 250 
1 1 4 1 459 268 190 25 2 1 
2 2 12 1 2679 70 i 899 15340 49 241 
1 1 5 1 942 942 415 500 35 124 

3 2 13 1 4434 127 1214 4 800 7 1 I 3 19 
2 1 1 0 326 0 47 9 23 
4 3 29 1 9 960 1 150 3 275 16 900 181 1 669 

10 
1 

5 
30 

8 
12 

1 

14 
4 

3 

6 

3 

22 
2 
7 
1 

2 

1 

3 

3 
7 
0 

9 
10 
9 ~ ~ ! ~ I ~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~;; 3~ ~~~ ~~: I 1 ~~~ 

------- - ----t--+--l----'----+----+----+------+----+---t---,-----
1 231 202 1699 80 362077 105330 146351 1 834912 1 a3371 38096 CIVILIAN CLUB TOTAL 757 

--------------- --r'---+---+--+--+-----t- ··--·----- -·-~.-·~-+-----t---t----t-------
1 SERVICE 

ANGLIA 

ARMY GLIDING ASSOCIATION 

8ANNERDOWN 

EAGLE 

CHILTERNS 

CLEVELANDS 

CRANWELL 

CRUSADERS 

CULDROSE 

ROYAL AIRCRAFT ESTABLISHMENT 

FEN LAND 

FOUR COUNTIES 

FULMAR 

HERON 

KESTREL 

LOMOND 

PHOENIX 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL 

RAF GSA CENTRE BICESTER 

TWO RIVERS 

WREKIN 

WYVERN 

I 
3 

3 

3 
2 
2 
2 
3 

2 
2 
3 

2 
3 
2 

0 
3 

5 

5 

2 
2 
2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

3 
2 

3 
3 

3 
4 

3 
1 

2 
1 
4 

5 
7 

4 
4 

4 

5 

10 
11 
a 
0 
1 

7 

6 
16 

0 
5 

3 
0 
2 
6 

13 
3 
4 

7 

0 

0 

2 
1 

0 
3 
1 

0 
1 

1 

0 

0 
0 
0 
3 
3 

0 

1 

1 

2 334 

4465 

7 a47 
4aa2 
6 10 1 

30a9 
2074 
1 207 
4 003 

7567 
1 224 
1 249 
3060 

976 
2 31 7 
8 145 

17000 
2 917 
5980 
4 794 

29 649 

363 1 85a 

45 
2059 

817 
21 

1 664 

449 
67 

611 
395 

13 
96 

138 

2428 
2028 
2 127 

406 
426 

540 
1 187 
2 929 

539 
374 
948 
546 -

1 651 ' 

2380 1 
0 

922 

4177 

3 1 257 

14 292 
24 241 
30 706 

0 

1 056 

14296 
42 430 

4 825 

41 

a2 254 

110 140 
ao 330 
90 50 
20 600 
4a 200 
4a 0 
95 130 
92 150 
44 ao 
79 8 

2950 39 175 
4 557 15 0 
1 350 40 200 
2 000 154 649 

83 000 1 73 350 
13148 30 155 

64 

2 636 
5 869 

92 
3•16 

25 
1 565 14 000 52 120 

1169 12000 sa 1 o 

7 

14 
9 

17 

3 
6 
5 

18 

6 
5 

11 

5 
1 

6 
6 
8 
6 

3 
8 

- ---- ----- ---+---+---+-----,--------+------r-·-····---+----+---
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1
1 8337 1 38 096 757 
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CIVILIAN CLUB TOTAL 231 202 1699 80 362 077 105 330 146 351 1 834 9 12 

February!March 1996 43 



CLUB' NEWS 
Copy and photographs for the Aprii
May issue of S&G should be sent to 
the Editor, 281 Queen Edith's Way, 
Cambridge CB1 4NH, tel 01223 247725, 
tax 01223 413793, to arrive not later 
than February 13 (not January 9 as 
mistakenly given in the last issue). The 
deadline for the June-July issue is 
April9. 

GILLIAN BRYCE-SMITH November 30 

AQUILA (Hinton in the Hedges) 
Our Aboyne expedition resulted in Diamond 
heights for Mel Eastburn, John Cooper, David 
Latimer and ifony Limb, Tony achieving all three 
Diamonds. Sieve Blackmore flew Gold height to 
complete his Gold badge. 

Terry Tuite has gone solo. We have a new 
Skylark 4 on site and the end of season skittles 
evening was well attended. 
SK 

BATH, WILTS & NORTH DORSET (The Park) 
We exist entirely through the enormous time and 
energy by various members. Dave Marsh quickly 
re-engined one of our winches and Graham 
Callaway, with many helpers, has almost fin
ished a complete overhaul of our third winch. 

Our annual dinner, organised by Sue Cutler 
and Joan Harford, is in December. The open lad
der trophy has again been won by Alastair 
Macgregor with other cups going to Mark 
Hawkins, Bob Hitchin and Dave Smith. 

Julian Reynolds has gone solo and Ken 
Chester and Richard Miskin have resoloed. 
Diana and lan Wright and John Garland have 
formed an Astir syndicate. 
J.L. 

BICESTER (RAFGSA Centre) 
Members have been upgrading the Discus and 
Janus instrument panels as well as helping Kev 
Sharp fettle the Tost and Land Rover fleet. We 
now winch launch on Wednesdays. 

We are planning expeditions to the Long Mynd 
and Santiago, Chile. Chris Pilgrim and Derek 
Head are full Cats. Task week bookings are fil
tering through - don't miss out. 
P.S. 

BLACK MOUNTAINS (Talgarth) 
Autumn was busy with a record 51 trailers on 
site . We had wave to 20 00011 on one day and 
many when climbs to 10 00011 were common. 
We soared on 21 days out of 31 during October 
and our many visitors had some great flying . 

Keith Richards has worked hard on our sec
ond K-13 which is looking very smart. 
D.U. 

BOOKER (Wycombe Air Park) 
Not only did the Aboyne expedition yield nearly 
a dozen badge claims, Chris Railings beat the 
multi-seater UK height record held by another 
member, Alister Kay (see p17). 

Jason Vincent-Newson, a BBC club bursary 
pupil, soloed in their K-21 -he's a bit tall for a K-
13. The Discus is in South Africa and Gee Dale 
is a relief instructor while staff are away flying. 

The saga of the hangar planning application 
drags on . 
RN. 
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John Young of London GC based at RAF Charles Thorogood (Nene Valley GC) being con- Jason Vincent-Newson of the BBC GC 
Halton, home of Chilterns GC. gratulated by Roger Morr isroe. which flies at Booker. 

A CLUTCH OF FIRST 
SOLO FLIGHTS 

Above: Terry Tuite (Aquila GC) with in
structor Robin Culley. Below: Jenny 
Bettesley (Sackville GC). Photo: Derek Above: Mike Garland (Chilterns) with instructor 
Wales. Steve Wilford (r). 

Above: Vanessa Gregory (Cranwell GC) 
with her instructor Lyn Ferguson. Below: 
Kevin Charlton (Borders GC) with instructor 
Alistair Fish. 

• 



CLUB NEWS 

BURN (Burn Airfield) 
At our annual dinner cups went to Alan Jenkins, 
Stan Kochanowski and Martin White with spe
cial awards to Steve Elsey, Tony Flannery and 
Nigel Pamplin. 
P N. 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY (Gransden lodge) 
Ollituary- John Hulme 

We have all been saddened by the recent death 
of John Hulme at the age of 83. He will be re
membered by many as the UK PIK agent for a 
number of years. He started flyi ng in 1938 at 
Barton, near his Bolton home, and was an ATC 
instructor at Cambridge from 1946. A coach
builder, he worked throughout the war in the air
craft industry but returned to coachbuilding and 
glider repairing until his retirement in 1982. 

He was a full Cat instructor, senior BGA in
spector and CFI of the Perkins GC for some time 
as well as an instructor with our club where he 
was a honorary member. He held the UK dis
tance record with a flight from Cambridge to 
Truro in 1957 in the club's Skylark 2. 

His energy and enthusiasm was ·boundless 
and although down to earth and blunt, he was 
always ready to help those in trouble at any time. 

I had the honour of taking John for his last 
flights earlier in 1995 (in our DG-500 and the 
club's Rallye) when his health was failing, but 
his keenness to get into the air was still there. I 
have lost a dear friend. 

Our sympathy goes to Andrew, Sara and their 
families on their sad loss. 
B.H.Bryce-Smith 

CHILTERNS (RAF Halton) 
James Paley soloed on his 16th birthday. Other 
notable solos include Mike Garland, the first from 
a school group with a combined pupil and par
ent block membership, and John Young, cap
tain of University College London GC, which has 
recently moved to our site. 

Our record 8011 launches in 1995 is due in 
part to the MT work by Gordon Howarth and 
helpers. Annual prizes went to Julie Pead (two), 
Angela Marriner, Gordon Howarth, Terry Lacey, 
Don Knight, Kerry Mulvey and Kevin Morley. 
O.J.Truelove was elected a life member. 
LP. 
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CORNISH (Perranporth) 
We had another successful expedition to 
Aboyne and also went to the Long Mynd. Colin 
McKenzie gained Gold and D iamond height. 
Last season we had a significant increase in 
flights and hours, contributed to by air experi
ence flights and gliding club visitors. We also 
had a record number completing badges, the 
latest being AI an Redington who has his Bronze. 
s.s. 

COTSWOLD (Aston Down) 
Greg Dew and Mark Verdon have soloed; 
Richard Cawsey has a Bronze badge and Mike 
Shailes reached Gold height at Aboyne. 

To encourage more interest in gliding from 
young people in our district and to make the sport 
more widely available, we are launching a cadet 
scheme in the new year. 
M.S. 

Obituary· Brian Gilmore 
lt is with much regret that we report the death of 
Brian Gilmore on November 1 aged 49 years. 

Brian joined us in 1975 and was very much 
involved in the club over the last 20 years. 

He was a very thorough and talented engi
neer and used his knowledge and expertise 
when he was our aircraft maintenance member 
and glider inspector. He was an active commit
tee member with several terms of office, includ
ing airfield manager and editor of the newsletter. 

In the early days Brian met his wife Pat at the 
club with whom he shared a passion for gliding. 

He was a keen syndicate member having 
shares in a K-2, Pilatus and Std Cirrus and was 
a vintage enthusiast with interests in a Hotter 
and T-21. He had a PPLID microlight licence, 
with a share in a Thruster, and was building his 
own microlight. He was a member of the 
Gloucester Strut of the PFA. 

Brian's ashes were scattered from a T-21 over 
the Gloucestershire woodlands above which he 
so often enjoyed flying. 

Much liked and respected for his friendship 
and knowledge, which he so will ingly shared. 
Brian will be greatly missed by us all. 
Malcolm Gay 

CRANWELL (RAF Cranwell) 
George MacEachern, Ken Charlton, Ron Mood 
and Vanessa Gregory have gone solo ; Mark 
Heselwood and Trevor Cooke have AEI ratings 
and Lyn Ferguson is a full Cat. 

The AGM went wel l with trophies going to Lyn 
Ferguson (three) , Stephen Langford (two) , 
Richard Browne, Mark Heselwood, 'Brian 
Hutchinson, Steve Benn, AI Jury, John Morris 
and Mick Ferguson. 
L.F. 

DEESIDE (Aboyne Airfield) 
Our new hangar is complete and with its 30m 
door and 40m internal width can house the larger 
span gliders. 

At the Christmas dance prizes were awarded 
to Chris Railings, Bryony Hicks, John Tanner, 
Peter Coward, Richard Arkle and Carol and 
Duncan McKay. Peter Coward also won the tro
phy for the best cross-country from either 
Deeside, Angus. Highland or Cairngorm GCs. 

Duncan McKay gained Gold height and com-

pleted his Silver badge with a 50km. 
October saw us at 37 730ft and November at 

22 OOOft. 
G.D. 

DERBY & LANCS (Camphill) 
Richard Dance has a Bronze badge and Keith 
Williams, who soloed in May, completed his 
Silver in November, which may be a club record. 

Work is progressing on the vintage gl iders and 
another winch should be ready for the season. 
We have had good wave flights recently. 

We celebrated our 60th ann iversary with a 
dinner-dance with Platypus as guest speaker. lt 
was a great evening. Our Christmas party was 
also a great success, thanks to Sylvia. 
W.T. 

DEVON & SOMERSET (North Hill) 
With the arrival of our new Pawnee (thanks to 
the efforts of Joe Acreman) we l1ave a !host of 
new so'lo aerotow pilots. 

Malcolm Chant, John Bugbee and Roger 
Matthews gained Diamond heights at Aboyne 
and Dave Edwards in Arizona. 

We are renovating our "control bubble" and a 
dedicated team keep our tractors and winches 
going. 
S.C.L. 

FOUR COUNTIES (RAF Syerstorn) 
Our expedition to Aboyne produced Gold heights 
fo r Andy Mason, Bryan Delmar and Sue 
Arm strong and Diamond height for Bob Grieve. 

lvan Cartes and Pete Dixon have gone solo. 
At our well attended AGM trophies were pre

sented to Sieve Walker, Chris Gildea, Trev 
Gorley, Sam Heys, Dave Ruttle, Richard Hood, 
John Rivers, lan Cartes (University), Mark 
Paddock and Mike Hughes, 

We are up on launches, hours and kilometres, 
although we still had to raise our glass single
seater soaring charges. But they remain excel
lent value. 

Andy Mason has taken over from Kevin 
M'ason as DCFL Our Astir CS is being replaced 
in the spring. 
D.M.R. 

FULMAR (RAF Kinloss) 
it's been a quieter autumn than most, chiefly be
cause we are still coming to terms with the death 
of our CFI , Gary Moxham (see last issue, p359). 

We had torrential rain in September but now 
there are signs of great wave. 

Jane Kennedy has resoloed on aerotows and 
Skippy Audett on the Acro. Julie Hull , our soup 
dragon, and her team have been working won
ders on the bus and the children joined in to paint 
the outside. 

We welcome back lan Keylock who is recov
ering well after his fall earlier in the year. 
J.P. 

HEREFORDSHIRE (Shobdon) 
The wel l attended AGM, which reflected a year 
of steady progress, was followed by a dinner. 
Cups went to David Evans and lan Baldwin and 
tankards to John Warbey and Roy Palmer in ap
preciation of their efforts in VAT recovery giving 
us a healthy fund. We're grateful also to Peter 
Greenway for the new roof on the clubhouse. 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 



Robert Chappell has joined the committee. 
A number of visitors have taken up winter 

membership and been enjoying moderate wave. 
RP 

KENT (Challock) 
During our annual expedition to Aboyne Steve 
Noad and Andy Street got Diamond heights. 

Last summer the clubhouse exterior was re
furbished and now the internals are being dealt 
with. The ATC have left for the winter so our field 
can recover from its punishment by many Land 
Rovers and our hangar is less restricted . 
A.R.V. 

LAKES (Walney Airfield) 
At our annual dinner/prizegiving awards went to 
Neil Braithwaite (two ). Peter Redshaw (two) , 
Gordon Furness, Graham Welch, Jim Starer , 
Roger Copley and John Burdett. 

Roger Copley , Alan Meadows and David 
North flew Gold heights at Feshiebridge in 
October. 

John Martindale and Jim Starer have Bronze 
badges and Julian Ronald has gone solo. 
A .D. 

LASHAM (Lasham Airfield) 
On the recommendation of CFI Graham 
McAndrew, Surrey & Hants GC K-8 pilots will 
progress earlier to the Junior, soaring skills will 
be developed and there will be fast, but safe. 
promotion to the more advanced gliders. 

Our annual expedition to Aboyne was a great 
success with three Diamonds and a Gold and 
Silver achieved. Everyone went to 14 OOOft or 
more on several ocasions. 

There has been a steady rise in membership. 
The new kitchen and serving area has worked 
well and a profit is expected this year. We have 
a new oil store and priority wil f be given to re
placing the clubhouse roof. There are longer 
term plans for improving the seating area in the 
restaurant and building an extension to hold the 
office and reception area. 
A.M.S. 

MARCHINGTON (TatenhiiJ) 
Simon Skinner, Mark Sherwood, and Phil 
Derbyshire have gained Bronze legs; Grant 
Williams a Bronze badge and 5hrs; Bob Thacker 
Silver height and 5hrs; John Woods Silver height 
and Bill Mac, Bill Ullyet, Niget Duke, I an Robson, 
A. Walsh and I. Walker Silver badges. 

The October visit to Portmoak saw A. Roberts 
(Mosquito) at1 0 5000ft and Sieve Higginbottom 
and Phil Derbyshire (K-21) at 6500ft. 

At the dinner-dance in November trophies 
went to Mark Sherwood, Paul Shelton and I an 
Robson. 

With the K-7 sold we are left with a club fleet 
of a Blanik, K-21, DG-500 and K-23, and some 
20 privately owned gliders. We fly throughout 
the year at weekends and Wednesdays and vis
itors are very welcome. 
BF 

NENE VALLEY (RAF Upwood) 
As promised in the last issue, we have some 
good news. We now have our own site with plan
ning permission for a seven day week operation 
including winch, aerotow and motor gliding (see 

February/March 1996 

also BGA News). Many thanks to the members, 
the BGA support team and especially our new 
landlord for all the work put into getting the plan
ning permission and preparing the strip. 

A junior member and the first recipient of the 
youth scholarship, Charles Thorogood, went 
solo th ree days after his 16th birthday. We be
lieve this is the youngest solo flight at our club. 
R.T 

NORFOLK (Tibenham) 
With a large number of Bronze badge pilots our 
Falke is busy with navigation and field landing 
checks . Snoopy is wintering with us thanks to 
an end of season dash by Norman Clowes. Don 
Cann has gone solo. 

The cross-country ladder shows many thou
sands of kilometres flown and the new club lad
der , with points for first solo to all three 
Diamonds, has attracted keen competition. 
B.W. 

NORTHUMBRIA (Currock Hill) 
October was excellent for soaring with two week
ends of weak thermals and two with strong wave. 
In good wave we flew John Clapham, the local 
news weatherman, in aid of Children in Need. 
We hope to raise £400 for charity. 

We have a large tax refund which will go a 
long way to buying some ground equipment. 

Paul Basey has gone solo. 
P.S. 

PETERBOROUGH & SPALDING (Crowland 
Airfield) 
Mark Watson and Shirley Elsden have soloed. 

Sadly, Glenn Williamson, our treasurer, lost 
his fight against cancer on October 12. Glenn 
was an exemplary member, meticulous and en
thusiastic in everything he did. 

it was his devotion to gliding which lifted him 
during his struggle- he found immense joy from 
his flights which he continued throughout. He 
showed tremendous courage and will be deeply 
missed. 
S.C.F. 

SHENINGTON (Shenington Airfield) 
Les Wells, Paul Mullis and Peter Carey have 

gone solo ; Anna Wells and Chris Palmer have 
Bronze badges; Mary Meagher completed her 
Gold with multiple Gold heights at Aboyne and 
Sieve Bradford has an assistant Cat rating. 

A seven day week operation will continue dur
ing this year with weekly courses. We welcome 
expeditions from other clubs from the end of 
March. (See our advertisement on p52 for de
tails.) Visitors are always welcome. 
T.G.W. 

SHROPSHIRE (Sieap) 
1995 was the year of Dave Triplet!. He flew 
500km in Australia and then every weekend 
through the summer towed us with his own air
craft as our Chipmunk was absent for eight 
months on a C of A. 

The Chipmunk is now back and we can restart 
weekday flying. We now have capacity to recruit 
more syndicates and hope that newcomers will 
be attracted by our easy operation on ru nways 
and lack of queueing for launches. 
TA 

CLUB NEWS 

SOUTHDOWN (Parham) 
With northerly winds starling early in 1995 we 
were able to get back into hill soaring fettle . Our 
Portmoak visit provide wave and Bob Adam 
gained Gold height and Neillrving 5hrs. 

Guy Westgate acquitted himself wel l in the 
Aerobatic Championships in Fayence, France. 

Dick Thirkill has become an instructor. Jim 
Allin deserves our special thanks for introducing 
so many improvements to the club facilities. 
P.,JJ.H. 

SOUTH WALES (Usk) 
Our underground fuel tank is finished, thanks to 
Harold Armitage and his team. (See p36.} 

Brian Compton, Steve North, Mike Benne! , 
Dylan Collins and Enzo Casagrande have gone 
solo. 

Tropies were awarded at our AGM to Dave 
Jobbins, Mike Dun lop, Harold Armitage, Richard 
Slater, Paul Ridgill and Colin Broom. 

Following a period of closure because of ex
cessive demand, the package deal for new 
members has reopened. 
M.P.W. 

STRATFORD ON AVON (Snitterfield Airfield) 
Cliff Marsh has a Gold badge and Diamond goal 
and June Harris and Maurice Noxon Silver 
badges. Lee lngram and Rob Palfreyman, who 
is just 17 years, have Bronze badges and Lee a 
Silver duration. 

Peter Fanshawe has been elected vice-chair
man to assist Geoff Butler wi th adminstration 
and Jo O'Brien and Peter Blair are joining the 
committee. 

Our junior development scheme is proving 
very successful with a waiting list. We have a full 
programme of courses and trial lesson evenings 
this year . A number of site improvements are 
under discussion with plans for additional glid
ers. Membership is very healthy. 

John Dutton has retired from instructing after 
many years of loyal service. We thank him for 
his humour and inexhaustible fund of anecdotes. 
H.G.W. 

STAFFORDSHIRE (Seighford) 
After a long absence for repairs and re-cover
ing, the club K-18 is back in service. 

By November we exceeded the year's launch 
target and have well over 300 flying members. 

Glyn Yates has soloed and Simon Watson 
has been appointed vice-chairman. 
J.R. 

THE SOARING CENTRE (Husbands 
Bosworth) 
Our season ended with expeditions to Lleweni 
Pare. Sultan Bank and the Long Mynd. lain 
Freeston gained Diamond height at Aboyne but 
Anne Stotter missed out by a matter of feet. 

We commiserate with Steve Crabb who would 
have won the National Weekend Ladder if he 
had taken photos for all his flights. 

In February we have lectures for Bronze pi
lots ending in the examination, as well as week
end courses covering aerobatics, winch 
launching and winch driving. 

Roger Goodman and Paul Treadaway are in 
South Africa for the winter with other members 
going for holidays. We are leaving a Discus at • 
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Burn GC's CFI Mel Morris presenting the 
best progress cup to Alan Jenkins. 

Sutton Bank and the Pegasus at Dishforth until 
the start of the season. 

Our open day is on April 13-14 and we are 
holding a Regionals (July 20-28) and the 15 
Metre Nationals (August 3-11) so get your en
tries in now. 

We were pleased to host the official handing 
over of the cheque for the new BGA Puchacz 
from the Sports Council in November. 
T.B. 

TRENT VALLEY (Kirton in Lindsay) 
Carol Baxter is our first female assistant instruc
tor; Dave Bieniasz has an AEI rating and Mike 
Morton, Richard Jackson. Andrew Speed and 
Colin Metcalfe have Silver badges. 

Jonathan Baldock, Paul Knock and George 
Morton went solo, George on his 16th birthday, 
and John Kelsey and Alex Bogall have Bronze 
badges. Sandra Williams reached 12 OOOft at 
Portmoak. 

More than 50 motor gliders from al l over 
Europe visited our airfield en route to the inter
national Fournier rally. 

We have a new syndicate Marianne and a club 
Astir to upgrade our fleet. 
M.G.P./JAT./C.S.W. 

ULSTER (Bellarena) 
Tom Snoddy (Cirrus) and John Lavery (Astir) 
used wave on November 4 to gain their Gold 
heights while Sean McGeagh gained Silver 
height in the club K-6. 

Armed with a Sports Council grant the CFI , 
secretary and technical officer took only 72hrs 
to col lect a fairly pristine K-13 from Germany to 
replace one of our two Capstans. 

Jim Wallace has stood down alter more than 
20 years' service as an instructor but continues 
as a tug pilot. 

Boosting 1995's record statistics was a grati
fying number of cross-Channel visitors. We'l l be 
aiming to attract more of you this coming sea
son with a colour brochure being prepared. 
R.R.R. 

Below: Simon Jordy flying the 
Somerset GC's new Pawnee. 

Joan Hartley is almost totally deaf and her husband designed a device so that she could be 
taught to glide (see the article in the December 1992 issue, p315). Since then Joan has pro
gressed well and the photograph shows her after her first flight in Nene Valley GC's Junior. 
She now has a Bronze badge and Silver height. 

Trent Valley GC's invasion of Fourniers 

VECTIS (Isle of Wight, Bembridge) 
The tug was out of action for six weeks for some 
essential maintenance by John Leonard, Chris 
Wag horn and Dave Gay. We have used the mild 
weather to continue training and AEI flights. 

The winter lecture season started with Neil 
Watts, CFI, giving an interesting talk on Met. 
M.J.H. 

VALE OF WHITE HORSE (Sandhill Farm) 
On November 18 we had a very successful din
ner to celebrate ten years at Sandhill Farm. 

Four members achieved Diamond height at 

Aboyne. The wioter lectures are underway, as is 
winter maintenance. We hope to have a tug 
based here permanently fo r the coming season. 
J.K. 

WOLDS (Pocklington) 
The dinner-dance went well with prizes going to 
Chris Price (two). Anna and Angus Sheldon, 
Mike Thompson, Alan Hunter (two). Bob 
Kirbitson and Bob Walker. 

Phil Navis and John Ludrecios have soloed 
and Denis Major has a Bronze badge. 

Autumn weather was kind giving us long 
flights followed by lengthy ones in winter wave. 
M.F. ~ 

Tim Wilkinson, CFI of Sackville GC, sent us this photograph showing what happened at their 
site in a strong wind last season as a warning to others to make sure their gliders and trailers 
are firmly secured. Photo: J.A.Johnston. 



SPRING WAVE 

C of A completed? 1 ,OOOk planned? 
Now for the long wait before the first 
Cu heralds the start of the 1996 
X-country season! 

Give yourself, and your glider an early 
treat- SPRING WAVE at Aboyne. 

1995 heights were -
March 20,300' 
April 22, 500' 

Can there be a better way of getting 
the season off to a 'Flying Start'? 

COURSES 

Following last year's success, we are 
expanding the number and range of 
courses available in 1996. 

Complete beginner, early solo, 
pre-Silver or private owner. \Vhatcvcr 
your level we have a course to help 
you improve. 

Aerobatics, Mountain wave and 
thermal , X-country or circuit bashing, 

we have a course to extend your 
experience. 

SCOTTISH REGIONALS 

3-ll)une 

There are still a few places available. 

• For inj()rmat ion or to book, contact: 
~like Law 
Deeside (jJicling Club 
Aboyne Airtleld 
Din net 
Aboyne Al334 5Ul 
Phone/fax 01.3398 8';3 39 

We are open 365 da)'S in the year. A warm welcome awaits you at Deeside Gliding Club 

TALGARTH 
~ 

~rr 
\_ 

BLACK MOUNTAINS 
GLIDING CLUB 

THE ULTIMATE ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 

We have more ridge, wave and thermal 
soaring than any other UK site. New club 
height record 32,500' (1.1.92) in SW Wave. 
364 days a year operations. Tuition 
provided for all levels. For advanced and ab 
initio course details or any other enquiry. 

KENT GLIDING CLUB 
~ 

~£ 
K·E·N·T 
GLIDING CLUB 

Challock, 
Ashford, 
Kent 
TN25 4DR 

Come to Kent for courses to suit 
all grades of pilots from beginners 
to cross country. Situated on North 
Downs thermal and ridge site. 
Meals and accommodation in 
comfortable fully licensed 
Clubhouse. 

Tel: 01874 711463 (airfield) 
01874 711254 (evenings) 

For details, write or phone: 
01233 740274 or 740307 
Fax 01233 740811 IFWI i v,.. 

~~ 

If you're going for it this year, 
go for it at Husbands Bosworth. 
We offer a professional approach to training, with a comprehensive 
range of courses from air experience onwards, at the friendliest 
club in the country. 

• 5 day intensive courses to solo- prices from £199. 

• A superlative fleet of gliders- 6 trainers and 6 single seaters. 

• Ample launching capacity- 6 tugs, 1 motor glider, 1 four drum winch. 

• All year round, 7 days a week operation, with daily met. 

• Accessible central location with excellent cross-country opportunities. 

February!March 1996 

SEND FOR THE 1996 FREE 
COURSE BROCHURE. 

Call: The Manager, 
The Soaring Centre, 
Husbands Bosworth Airfield, 
Lutterworth, 
Leicestershire. LE 17 6JJ. 
Tel: 01858 880521 
Fax: 01858 880869 
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KB 
;'c Open 7 days a week, all year 

;'c Instruction available every day, for ab-initio to 
advanced 

i'c Our winter programme includes Ab-Initio & Bronze 
courses, Field Landing courses, Aerobatics courses 
and expeditions (UK & abroad) 

Call tw llll'ite for colo~n· hrochttvc: 

'i,'c Competitive 
pricing 

·-.;_'{ Efficient launch
ing 

..:,'c Visitors :liw:1ys 
welcome 

BOOI<ER GLIDING CLUB 
Wycombe Air Park, Marlow, Bucks SL7 3DR • 01494 442501/529263 

The Ultimate 
JJ Challenge" 
Courses for AU 
+Week Holiday 
+ Weekend lntro. 

Buckminster 
GLIDING 
C/u[, 

ALSO PPL (A) StMG Course 
at only £36 per hr. 

Ring Clive on 01476 860385 

~ ~ SALTBY A/F- l5nm SE of Nottingham 
20nm NE of Leicester- Nr Grantham 

RIDGE, WAVE, THERMAL 
NYMPSFIELD HAS ITS FAIR SHARE OF EACH 
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Seven days a week operation (subject to weather) all year round • Expeditions and visitors 
welcome at any time • Dedicated holiday courses April-October 

Specialist holiday courses for 1996 include: Ab-initio to Solo; Solo to Bronze; Bronze to Silver; 
Silver to Gold; Aerobatics • Advanced Cross-Country & Competition Prepar.ttion with 1994 World 
Champion Amly Davies • t>reparation for AEI, Assistant and Full Instructor ratings. 

For details of cmy of the above contact: 

TilE BRISTOL & GLOUCESTERSHIRE GLIDING CLUB 
Nympsfield, Nr Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GLlO 3TX Tel: (01453) 860342 • Fax: (01453) 860060 I 

We guarantee: 
+ A maximum of 3 pupils per instructor for rapid 

results 

+ 40 flights or 10 hours per week minimum 
(Apr-Sept) or you receive a pro rata refund 

+ 7 days a week oper'J.tion (weather permitting) 

+ To 1.1se instructors dedicated to achieving a 
high standard of tuition 

+ Free caravan parking during the period of your 
course, or \Ve can book you into on site B&B 
farmhouse accommodation 

or let us tailor a course to suit your requirements, 
e.g. try our ONE or TWO DAY COURSES for: 

+ Ab-initio training 

+ Field landing instruction 

+ Spin and stall awareness and avoidance 

+ Aerotow /winch launch tuition and checks 

+ Wave/ridge flying training 

+ Navigation training for your Bronze 'C' 

You get your ve1:y own instntctor and glider/ 
motor glider for the duration of your course 

For.furtber details, and our 1 99o brochure. contact us at: 

THEGLYND SOARING CENTRE 
Lle1vetli Pare, Mold Road, DenbigiJ, ClltJyd • Tel: 01745 813774 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 



Lasham R egionals 
13th to 21st July 1996 

We cannot guarantee the same nine 
clays & 9000 points that we flew in 

1995 but we will try. 

Lasham simply the best. 

Book early to avoid disappointment 
call 

01256 381270 
or lax 

01256 381 415 

LASH AM 
Planning oheod 

LASHAM offers 
One to one: 

Two or live day 
courses: 
Advanced courses: 
X·country courses: 

Your own instructor and glider for the 
day - whatever you want 
ab-initio trainin9IIow numbers 
produces rapid results 
early solo or aspiring cross-country 
run by champions for those who want 
to be 

Aerobatic courses: standard to advanced and beyond by 
instructors who know 

OR 
Bring your own glider along for the day, 
launches and lunches always available. 

Tel: 01256 381322 Lasham- a special way to fly 
Lasham Gliding Society, Lasham Airfield, Alton, Hants GU34 5SS. 

GLIDING HOLIDAYS Summer Intensive Gliding Courses 
THE MIDLANDS NEAREST CLUB 

(f~t>)' M 'way ace<'>' from .\1·!0) 

Visitors and new members are 
welcome • Trial lessons £20 • 
.:; day courses £215 or £50/day 

Phone for details 1 Oam - 7 pm 
0926 429676 

STRATFORD ON AVON GilDING CLUB 
Snitterfield, CV37 OEX 

• Lots to see and do on the • 
ground or in the ai1· 

t/ 

t/ 

t/ 

t/ 

February/March 1996 

foi ve-d:1y gliding courses for those taking up gliding 
for rhc tirsr time or wishing to c.xtcnd their 
experience up to solo standard and beyond. 

• Vu limited flying . 
• Large, safe airfield, om of the UK's best cm.u

couul1J' sites. 
• Ufe of motor gliderfor circuit plmmiugllaudiug 

practice iucluded i'll course f ee. 
• lt~formal and frimdly atmosphere. 
• Clubhouse fllcilities include bm; /n·iefiug room 

and showers. 

Situated on rh~ edge of rhe Cotswolds. with no 
short;Jge nf places to stay or visit, Ensrone Airfield 
is easily accessible from the M40. 

Come and enjoy yourself this nnmner at 
O:ifm·dshire's best gliding cl11b. 

For more in}o1"11111tirm m// our <'OIIrse coordiuatot; 
Liud/1 Burton on 0/865 3005/S onvrirc to: 

--EnSTOnE --ERGLES 
Gliding Club 

• Counefee £255 Ensronc Airfield, Church Enstone, Oxon OX? 4NP 

Fully inclusive fee, covers all t/ we guarantee* a minimum of: CiJ&f!i!k Advanced 
flying, accommodation on 1 hour flying time or 6 X·Country tuition in 
site, and all food, from £340 launches per day with no Janus c Turbo with 
fors days. max. limit on your flying. Nationals pilot, and 
Modern fleet, K21S, DISCUS t/ courses structured to your DISCUS on the fleet 
K23s, JANUS TURBO for X- needs, from ab initio to 
country tuition, K13s & a KB. Bronze, Silver, Gold and Midland Gliding Club 
Launch by 300hp Skylaunch Diamonds. courses from one Church stretton 
winch, Pawnee aerotow, or to five days available. Shropshire SY6 6TA 

bungy depending on weather 
some of the most spectacular 

:'(; Janet stuart for a 
and availability t/ brochure and details• of 

Excellent soaring on the scenery in England the guarantee 

famous Long Mynd ridge as t/ Advanced X·country tuition 01588 650 206 
well as plenty of thermals and with Nationals pilot in Janus c fax 01588 650 532 

wave opportunities. Turbo at extra cost Access/VIsa 
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SHENINGTON GLIDING CENTRE 

Go solo in a week? Maybe, but only if you 're ready. 

Shenington Gliding Club is pleased to announce that as from 
March 1996 it will be running intensive abinitio and bronze C 

mid-week courses at Shenington Airfield. 

WHAT WE OFFER: 

• Our own airfield close to the M40, 45 minutes from 
Birmingham, 90 minutes from London. 

• Integrated club/course environment 
• Five day courses from£180.00 up to£400.00 for a year's 

flying or until you go solo 
• Instructors experienced in intensive training 
• Maximum of three course members per instructor 
• Winch/ Aerotow training 
• The best flying/launch guarantee in the country 
• Free camping/caravan parking (with power hook-up) to 

course members 
• Ridge flying and excellent soaring close to the Cotswold Edge 

with few airspace problems 
• Bar and cooking facilities 
• Free Bunkhouse 

WHAT WE DO NOT OFFER: 

• A flying points system so complicated you need a maths 
degree to understand it 

• Unnecessary motor glider training 
• The opportunity to purchase a glider at the end of your course 

If you would like more information on our courses or are 
planning a club expedition jo1· 1996 please ·write to 

Telephone Hilary on 01295 680008 or 
PO Box 230, Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9FS 

ULSTER GLIDING CENTRE 
- BELLARENA-

Planning your 1996 expedition yet? 
Do you fancy ridge, wave and 

thermal soaring over one of the most 
beautiful parts of Ireland? 

We are in a great holiday area with masses to do ond plenty 
of anommodafion. Site facilities are great; oll-aerotow 

launching. 

See "Penguin's Patch" S&G Oct/Nov 1995, and "UGC's Big 
Day" S&G June/ July 1994 

for more informolion including cheop ferry deols ring the Secretory: 
Jim Lamb: 018687 73736 (B) & 018687 73779 (H) 

y 
N 0 R T H 

WALES G C 

5 Day 
Holiday 
Courses 

017 45 582286 

Situated above the 
beautiful Vale of 
Clwyd . N .W .G.C. 
is a small friendly 
c lub offering expert 
tuition in our new 
Super Blanik or 
Bergfalke . Fly our 
K8 or Skylark 4. or 
bring your own 
g lider for a ho liday 
to remember. 

Book non· 
fo r .lune!July!Augu.H 

• • 

" 'I. 

Take a NEW LOOK at 

AUSTRALIA 
\'\,. ~,_· :m: now uffcring t'o utph:tc crus._, country CflllfM'!- '-='J1t.'· 
'!:lily fur;'\!()\ '! .1:',.\ 

In just I\\ tl "t.:.t.·k-. " 't.: teach ) our ' l'ltcntJ:II So~1ring, l'adlkK:k 
L:tndinp. Pn .. ·:-::.•n,.,. < n :111d ~·:tvl~~ttinn. and Spt:t:d Flying. 
Osw rt·n.·m pupil g:tin~;,·d Sii VL'f. Gold ~tiH.I l>i:nnond db
l :lllt'c:~ o n ·"LH.:n .''·'in: d~t r:-.~ 

I f r ou h:.tn.: n:cctll ly ,,olo~.:d. thb c:m.d\illy structun.·U •. :our.w 
h:1.~ l x.·t.:n dc'>i~ncd for :,....u.u. 
\'\i L· l ta\ c rt 't t'tiQ~( I\ll..' ll the EX I'El<T S <:itltt·l'. \\ Il l! nuu.km 
~lkk-r:-. for hin..· r.mgmg from ;\lo. ... qt~ ito to .~imhu .... . t .11 \'c.'l)' 

CCllllj)\.'l ili\' 1.." f:LI L' ' · 

O:ul ~ lorL•ca:-.b .Jilt\ t.1,;;:k hrit.:flng.-. fur .tll 'bito r:
At:comml><.l:llion :111d c~Ht.:nng on :-itc. 

The NEW LOOK is on~y at 

BENALLA 
Fnr mow tk-taib . write phont.• o r f:1~. John \X1illi.un:-.un :u · 

PO Box 46, HF.NALL\, Victoria 3672. Aus tralia 
TcJ, ++ 6 1 57 62 1058 • Fax, ++ 6 1 57 625599 

nd (or d i.x:uunt tra"c l. quotl' ·tknillb ' to· 
TRAVELBAG, 12 High Strcc l, Alton. HnnL" GU14 88N 

Tclo 0 1420 88724 
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NORFOLK 
GLIDING 
CLUB 1996 EASTERN REGIONALS 

May 25th-June 2nd • 5 Successful Years 
Still only £110 

We h~vt: one of rble largt:st si tes in the country, with j runways and 50 acres of grdss. The 
Nationa l Champion did 7';0k from her<: last yt:ar but there are plenty of largt:, landabl<: fields if you 

don't quite makt: it! With the at:eent on serious flying but with a light an<.l friendly touch. 

Details a/Id e/llt]ij'OI'IIlSj'rOm Bonnie Wade 01508 531406 

TIBENHAM AIRFIELD • THE HOME OF GLIDING IN NORFOLK 

£11,950~ 

32:1 Gl1de ratto 
Only 130kg empty wt 
Seml-aerobat•c 

~ntlworth ltd, 7 The Wi llows, Bangor , CoDown . BT19 7XZ . Tei /Fax 01247 453 

THE NEW WAVE CENTRE 
IN THE ITALIAN ALPS 

SONDRIO 
We operate from CAIOLO/SONDRIO east of Lake Como 
between February and May every year. The airfield has 
a good weather factor and the area offers ridge-soaring 
excellent thermals in early spring and waves to more 
than 25,000ft. Our experienced staff provides tug
service, mountain-instruction and local meteo

0
-

rological advice . Fly our Janus , LS4, Twin , 
Astir or bring your own glider. 

Fax for more information: SEGELFLUGSCHULE 
0049-5202· 72363 OERLINGHAUSEN 

Flugplatz • D-4811 Oerlinghausen • Tel : 0049-5202-7901 

C3 FLIGHT COMPUTER 
Now with new wind -Eprom 

All usual flight computer modes plus 
numerous extras 

GPS Interface - 9 Waypoints - 2 Separate Varios and 
Speed to Fly Directors- Cruise Damping and Dead Band 
(user controlled) - Audio Frequencies selectable -
Electronic or Pneumatic Compensation (adjustable) -
Statistics for last three flights 

Price: C3 £1650 incl. VAT+ P&P 

For details call Ernst on 01203 382190 
or Frank on 0121 353 2146 Wind speed and direction 

February/March 1996 

Wind on track 

MOVING MAP WITH 
JEPPESEN DATABASE/ 

AIRSPACE/V-NAV! 
Menu-driven, Lot/Long 
or OS grid, easy 
programming, bearing, 
track, groundspeed, 
ETE, 250 user waypoints, 
International Airspace, 
Course direction indicator, 
" snail trail" and internal logger, p.c. 
up/download capability, output for external 
logger, backlight, yoke mount/ bracket, case 
A true hand-held: 145 x 50 x 30mml 

GARMIN GPS 45 
Same functions, (includi11g moving map) as 
the 90, but without Jeppesen & airspace 
database & V-Nav, and with 90 knot 
groundspeed limit. 

GPS Prices on application 

E.W. BAROGRAPH 
E.W. Barograph GPS Logger £452 

NEW! W indows EW-VIew software add £25 

E.W. Barograph plus 
GPS90 plus link lead 

special price £899.00 
Davron integrated electronic 

vario/ altimeter /borogroph/pc-link £585 
Avocet Vertech Alti-Vario watch £125 
Cambelbak hands-free insulated drink 

system: 1 litre - £34.95, 2litre- £37.95 

Specialist Fabrication Services: 
Shock-Absorbing Seat Cushions 
Wing Bags- Webbing Work 

Quick-Release Buckles 

Swift foot-launch sailplane importers 

All prices include VAT 
Mail Order -All Credit and 

Charge Cards accepted 

SKY SYSTEMS L TD 
Edburton, Neor Henfield, West Sussex BN5 9LL 

Tel : Brighton (01273) 857700 
Fax: (01273) 857722 
emai l: goryc@mistrol.co.uk 

hnp:/ I www.pads.ea.uk / vbrighton/ sky-sys 

Contributors: 
When sending an article to S&G it is 
helpful if you can include a disc which 
has been ASCII formatted. But it isn't 
worth bothering for small items such as 
club news reports and letters. However, 
if you are of the pen and paper school, 
don't be put off by all this technology. 
We still like to hear from you. 
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FLY FASTER ~MOAe'~~TI~Cmff~T 
with CAMBRIDGE GPS·NAV t-OJ!!AVIATION LIMITED 

NEW PRICES! 
Our new compact 
models 20 and 25 are 
less expensive and 
easier to install. 

CAI is very proud to 
announce the Industry's 
most advanced wind 
measurement feature. 
In addition to the effective 
headwind or tailwind, 
you now know the actual 
direction and speed. 

NEW WIND FEATURE eliminates the guesswork: 
Is the ridge going to work? 
In what direction does the blue thermal street run? 
Where are the wind shears? 

• Cambridge GPS-NAV products are designed to the highest lev
els of data security. All our products will be approved for badge 
and record homologation by the FAI. 

Unit 25 
Bankside 
Kidlington 

Oxford OX5 1JE 
Tel. 01 865 841441 
Fax: 01 865 842495 

All Cambridge products 
carry a full 2-year warranty. 

t:lt. CAMBRIDGE AERO \J., INSTRUMENTS 
RR Box 109-3, warren, VT 0567 4 

Ph. 802-496-7755 
Fax: 802-496-6235 

e-mail: cal cerfnet.com 

The Complete Glider Service 
* CAA APPROVED WELDING * 

HIGH QUALITY MAJOR REPAIRS: Glass Fibre. Carbon. Kevlar. Steel 
Tube & Wood Gliders. 

TOST WHEELS: (All sizes) v.rith/without Brakes, Tyres. All Spares. 
WEAl< LINKS & Release hooks/rings. Most types. new and exchange. 

DOPES AND PAINTS: Stockists: All Neogene products, special paints 
on request, including Etch Primers & Polyesters. 

WINCH CABLE: (4.0mm-4.5mm-5.0mm) High Tensile, All accessories . 
Ferrules. Tost Weak Links. Covers. Release Rings and Hooks. 

PARACHUTES & Shock Ropes. 

MATERIALS: All sizes for repairs/re -builds. GLl birch ply. 
GLl-l.5mm Ply. (Special Price). 

FABRICS: All Cel:onites & Tapes (Ligh t-weight) Aerolene. Cottons, 
Glass Cloth, Madapolam. 

IN STOCK: Wood/Fabric glues. Various Resins. Hardeners. German 
steel tubing- All sizes. 

TNSTRUMENT CALIBRATION & SERVICING. Full Set 
Numbers/Letters £50.00 inc. 

Made to Measure; Water- Bags. UK Agent. 

HUNDREDS of Hems in stock for your Flying needs: PHONE or FAX ... 

SAMEDAY Despatch for a ll orders. 

London Sailplanes 
Limited 

Tring Road. Dunstable. Beds LU6 2JP 
Tel: (0 1582) 662068 • Fax: (0 1582) 606568 

Open Monday to Saturday 
8.30am to 6.00pm 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 
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SPORTAVIA SOARING CENTRE 
Australia's lnternatio~nal 
Gliding Centre 
Tocumwal 

Now including ULTRALIGHIT TRA 11NING AND HIRE 
Situated on the beautiful Murray River with large open spaces for safe X-country flights. ELBOURNE 

Personal achievements are daily events and National & World records are regularly \:J 
achieved. Over 25 modern, well maintained sailplanes to choose from. As of next season 

BRISBANE 

we will also have available a Nimbus 4DM for X-country Rying with lngo Renner, 4 times World Champion. 
The on-field accommodation, restaurant and bar facilities surrounded by lawns, gardens and swimming 
pool complete the picture for a perfect gliding holiday with a friendly welcoming atmosphere. 

For further information please contact us 

SPORTAVIA SOARI.NG CENTRE 
PO Box 78, TOCUMWAL 2714, NSW, Australia 
Phone 61 (0) 58 742063 • Fax 61 (0) 58-742705 
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BGA COURSES FOR 1996 
When you plan your holiday 
for this year don't forget to 

make time for a BGA course. 
This list is comprehensive 
and designed to cover all 

levels of experience. 
Ring the BGA office on 
0116 2531051 to book. 

lt's what you 
would have 
to be! 

To fly without the 
appropriate ·insurance 
cover- which is exactly 
what we provide, 
including complete 
back- up and advice 
service at all times! 

Phone, tax or write to: 
Stephen Hill 

h
•llaviation insurance 'I services ltd 

Phone: 01765 690777 Fax: 01765 690544 
4 Bedern Bank. Ripon. 

North Yorkshire HG4 1 PE. 

Distinctive Designs 
for 

Innovative, Qua lity Design and Services 

UK Manufactured Glass Fibre Trailers 

• Reduced condensation • lightweight for easy towing 
• No mor~ lc.aky rivets • Easie r repairs 

• Comp<'titively priced from £2,850 

One Man Rigging Aids from £295 

Tripod Trestles m 
'vVu al!>O~uppl}' Tow Otll Kits, Tip Do/lie::;. \-\lll(]c/.,, C..'-' tOrs, 

Jnrl oiiH:.r-,Mrb. 

For iull product details and advice call, write or fax 
Phil at Distinclive Oes:ign 
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J O Tetbuq · Drive, Warndon, Wort.:ester WR4 9l G 
Tel: 01 905 454034 • f a>: 01 905 454034 

EBBO 
The 
Investment 
of your 
Life! 

A Parachute designed to provide a safe exit and low speed oescem to even the 
heaviest of pilo ts yet occupying minimum cockpit space and provid ing long 
duration comfort. Your Life is too valuable to trust to an inferio r design. 
PERFORl\llANCE DATA 
Ma-"X. operational height: I O,OOOft We ight of assembly: 14 lb 
Max. deployment speed: !50 knots 
Operational life now extended to 15 years. 

Rate of desce nt at 2551b: 17. 7ft/s 

Irvin Great Britain Ltd 

~ Ickni Id \Y:ty. Letebwonh. Hcrtlilrli,hi.rc 

Great Britain, SG6 I Ell 

T ·lcphonc· lt:tLhwr>nh 0 1 i62·-i82000 

Jla imilt:: 01 i62-lH2007 
HUNTING J5L -

The Ultimate Self-Launch Two-Seater 

NOW WITH VP PROP 

For information please contact: 
Mike Jefferyes, 
Tanglewood, Fingrith Hall Road, 
Blackmore, Nr. lngatestone, 
Essex CM4 ORU 
Phone & Auto Fax: 01277 823066 

2 S1 OV's (with VP prop) are now 
based in UK- cruising up to 130 kts! 

New Features for 1996 include:-

1. Winglets to improve gliding and 
circling performance, and taxying. 

2. Aerodynamic Fine Tuning, eg. 
improved gap sealing, fairings and 
zigzag tape fitted. 

3. Improved seat adjustment. 

4. Added cockpit heating, plus 
improved ventilation. 

5. New Tailplane incidence to assist 
thermalling when tlown dual. 

6. Minor improvements to tanks (ready 
for Unleaded fuel) and to engine. 1 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 



Please call us now on 
Mansfield (01623) 822282 

orFax(01623)822695 

FABEN INSURANCE 
CONSULTANTS 
Assurance House 
3 East Lane, Edwinstowe 
Mansfield, Notts. NG21 9QN 

l=lll=t;Y 
.... __. • .u. .... r ---

LAKE 
KEEPIT 

AUSTRALIA 
YES we are back in business 

after the big fire 

* New fleet 
* New facilities 
* Same great soaring site 
* Friendly Club atmosphere 
* The Holiday Soaring Centre 

LAKE KEEPIT SOARING CLUB 
TAMWORTH NSW 2340 

Tel + 61 18 867 753 
Fax + 61 67 697 547 

Weather not good enough to fly again? 

TRY MOTORGLIDING 
YOU'LL GET 

More flying days • More time in the ajr 
WE OFFER 

• Intensive courses or by the hour 
for selj'lawlcb/ng m otot· glider PPL, group A PPL 

or Bronze & Silver conversions 

* SLMG Instructor Courses * Bronze C Navigation Courses 
*Field L1nding Training 

* £50.00 ph dual£40.00 solo 

~TO~~UD~ 
CENTRE 

Hinton-in-the-Hedges Airfield 
Td: Banbury 012')51Hl775 

or 01865 37081'1 
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BGA ACCIDENT SUMMARY Compiled by DAVID WRIGHT 

Ref 
No. 

Glider 
Type 

Date 
BGA No. Damage Time 

PiloVCrew 
Place Age Injury Hrs 

26 K13 Subs! - .3.95 Incident Report None 
1250 

A glider and tow car were about 50m from the winch and only 8m to the side of the active launch cable run with a 
crosswind blowing towards them. The cable 'chute did not deploy and the cable dropped on to the glider's wing , 
sawing through it to the spar. lt then hooked under the car dragging it 8m and damaging this also. 

27 ASW 20L Minor - .3.95 Incident Report 63 N 610 
1'230 

The pilot made a safe landing after a failed winch launch. After checking the cables were clear and downwind of the 
glider these were pulled in. As the cable was wound in the 'chute and shock rope hit the glider's wing. lt was later 
found that the inflated drogue 'chute could spin and track upwind, hence falling well away from the expected area. 

28 AstirCiub3 2741 Minor 31.3.95 Nympsfield 55 None 50 
1730 

The pilot made a full airbrake approach at 60kt. He misjudged the roundout and landed earlier than expected with 
excess speed causing a bounce. He then over controlled and started a pilot induced oscillation. A second. heavy 
landing cracked the undercarriage support frame. 

29 SZD Puchacz None -.3.95 Incident Report 65 None 1112 
1645 

The tractor's rope was attached to the glider ready to tow it back to the hangar. The two members then went to get 
someone else to help on the walk back. While they were away, other members drove the tractor to retrieve another 
glider. The already attached glider's wing hit a person across the back of the legs causing severe bruising. 

30 ASW-l5a 3618 None 9.4.95 Haddenham 68 None 950 
1515 

At about 900ft on the winch launch the weak link broke and the pilot heard the strop lightly hit the fuselage. 
Handling seemed unaffected so he soared for 1 hr before landing. He found the 4m strop wrapfed around the left 
side of the (luckily) all flying tailplane. A glider with an elevator may wel l have had serious contra problems. 

31 SZD Junior 3842 Minor 16.4.95 Lasham 38 None 27 
1040 

The new member had his first fl ight on type in a strong crosswind without first getting a briefing. On the approach 
he drifted with the crosswind and became rather slow. The roundout was too high and the glider stalled on to the 
ground from about 6ft, damaging the tailwheel mounting. 

32 K-21 3673 Minor 10.4.95 Lasham 70 None 22 
1155 

After a slow initial launch the glider reached about 20ft before the power failed completely. The pilot lowered the 
nose but then had to turn slightly to avoid the 'chute. The cable looped around the left wing and the pilot used full 
brake and opposite rudder to land safely despite the dragging cable. The winch had a carburation fault. 

33 K-7 2966 Minor 15.4.95 Perranporth 47 None 375 
1640 P251 None 12min 

After a normal take-off and flight the glider was landed with just a littl'e drift. There was a bang and the glider slewed 
to the left, stopping quickly. lt had landed with the skid hanging free and this had moved back, puncturing the tyre. lt 
was considered that the skid may have been split on a previo~s flight. 

34 K-21 2612 Minor 2.4.95 Dunstable 
1430 

54 None 120 

At about 300ft on the winch launch the rear canopy blew off, fortunately missing the tailplane. The pilot landed 
crosswind without further incident. lt was thought that he may not have checked the canopy during a lapse of con
centration while carrying out cockpit checks. 

35 Phoebus 37 42 Minor 8.4.95 Challock 39 None 33 
1310 

The pilot flew a low circuit inside the airfield boundary. His final turn was made at an estimated height of less than 
I OOft with the airbrakes extended, as the pilot was concerned about the poor approach control of this type. He then 
made a late turn to avoid a landed glider and a wingtip touched the ground before the glider landed sideways. 

36 Astir CS 3753 Minor 9.4.95 Seighford 50 None 42 
1510 

The pilot was making his fourth flight on type. In the circuit he saw there were two other gliders blocking the normal 
landing area (part of a mostly landable 88 acre airfield) and extended the downwind leg to give them more time to 
clear. While doing th is the glider became too low and undershot, possibly with brakes open, into the boundary 
fence. 

37 Olympia 460 1150 None 19.3.95 Portmoak 36 None 62 
The pilot had recently joined his first syndicate and had just started securing the Olympia's tailplane when other 
syndicate members advised him to rig. the wings first . After doing this the pilot checked the tailplane but failed to no
tice missing pins. The tailplane folded on launch but the pilot just managed to make a circuit and landing. 

38 ASH-25E 3496 Minor 18.4.95 Aston Down 65 None 1950 
1430 P2 21 None 1.5 

While landing after a short flight the pilot's attention was taken up by two other landed gliders. The glider touched 
down and hit a bump in the landing area which he had not noticed. 1t bounced 4 to 6ft into the air before stalling and 
landing heavily, breaking the undercarriage. 

39 K-13 1396 Subst 27 .4. 95 Shenington ? None 5min 
1020 

The pilot on his first solo flight initially thought he was too high on the approach . He selected full airbrake then for
got to reduce it when he became too low. The glider's tail hit the boundary tledge, rotated around through 90° and 
landed on the wing of a parked Twin Astir. 
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ACCIDENT SUMMARY 

41 Olympia463 1221 W/0 15.4.95 Wormhill 55 Fataf 157 
1413 

This fatal accident occurred during a local soaring flight. A passing weather fron t with increasing cloud and a 
change of wind drifted the pilot away from the airfield. The glider suffered major structural failure, probably due to 
excessive in-!light loads after loss of control at altitude in cloud, and crashed killing the pilot. 

42 T-61F Venture M/G G-BUFN Subst 21.4.95 Goodwood 58 None 176+ 188pwr 
1444 P2 19 None 0 

The motor glider was making a glider circuit and landing when at about 1OOft the pilot hit wind shear. Despite clos
ing the brakes and lowering the nose, the aircraft lost speed and landed heavily causing substantial damage. 

43 DG-200/17 2559 Subst 29.4.95 Easterton 39 None 631 
1647 

During a crosswind aerotow take-off the glider's wing dropped and caught in 6in high grass. Before the pilot could 
release the glider lifted off, rotated around the wingtip and landed sideways and backwards, breaking the fuselage. 

44 K-8 2935 Subst 3.5.95 Bryn-Gwyn Bach 78 None 72 
The pilot was landing near the hangar when he lost directional control and drifted to the left. The wingtip struck a 
parked farm trailer and stewed the glider into the boundary hedge. 

45 ASW-20 2565 Subst 6.5.95 Saltby 35 None 116 
1655 

While on an 0 /R competition flight to another site the pilot couldn't find any lift after photographing the airfield. He 
dumped the waterballast and decided to land. He could not make out the active landing run and became rather low 
before deciding on a cross runway. In the final turn a wingtip caught in adjacent crop, causing a severe groundtoop. 

46 Bocian 1 E 1668 Minor 7.5.95 Arbroath 40 None 2 
1326 

The pilot was resoloing after a break of some 11 years. Several pre-solo check flights were well flown but on his 
solo !light the pilot used excessive airbrake and undershot into a field, hitting a fence. 

47 K-13 None 15.4.95 Incident Report 42 None 200 
As the pilot fitted a ballast weight he found that one wing bolt went in tight but had trouble fitting the other. 1t ap
peared secure but at the top of the winch launch he found he could not move the stick fully forward. The bolt had 
fallen out and jammed the stick. He was able to remove the screw only after undoing his straps but then landed OK. 

48 ASW-19 Minor 7.4.95 Nympsfield 65 None 52 
During the initial acceleration in the winch launch the pilot moved back in the straps and accidently caught and 
pulled the cable release. The glider was too slow to fully roundout and landed heavily, damaging the undercarriage. 

49 Discus BT S/S4021 W/0 7.5.95 Parham 66 Fatal 390 
1315 

After 90min soaring the pilot was observed flying erratically, which was out of character. The glider's wings were 
seen to !lex, possibly indicating a violent manoeuvre and a loud bang was heard, believed to be the brakes open
ing. The glider was flown over the airfield and then spun while turning in the circuit and the pilot was kilted. 

50 Open Cirrus Minor 14.5.95 Enstone 45 None 42 
1512 

The pilot returned into the circuit after encountering heavy rain and sink. Downwind he again found sink and upon 
turning finals saw another glider ahead and below him. Distracted, and with wet wings, he didn't notice a develop
ing undershoot and kept the brakes open. Tl1e glider hit an 18in boundary ridge on the edge of the landing area. 

NORTH 
YORKSHIRE 

SAII..PI..ANES 

GLIDER 
IN'STRUMENITS 

(M. G. Hutchinson) 

Repairs and overhauls 
carried out 

P.Z. L. Sales and Service 

Barograph Calibration centre 
Write or phone: 

'Tanfield' 
Shobdon 

Nr. Leominster 
Herefordshire HR6 9LX 

Te\: 01568 708 368 
(answering machine) 

I ALL PRICES+ VAT - Prices may change I 
lcom Radios Resin Handgrips 
Good Prices Left or right hand 

SKYFORCE 
Locator £115 
Locator 11 £259 
Tracker £429 
Skymap £949 
GPS MADE EASY 

19mm - ' 1 tube fitting 
Plain £40 
with PTI £45 
PTi t 2 £85 
(RHand only) 

. . £319 

.. £209 
. £32 

.... £20 

Magellan GPS2000. . ... . . £169 
smaiiAighVeasy/OSGB 17hr battery map/not speed 
restricted/etc.etc 
Garmin 90 (top of the range). . . . POA 

Small windsock lm long . . .. £15 inc VAT & del 
Medium wlndS1ock 1.6m long ... £25 inc VAT & del 

L YNDHURST TOUCHDOWN SERVICES L TO 
64 Wellands Road, Lyndhurst, Hants S043 ?AD 

Tel: 01 703 28261 9 • Fax 01703 282471 

NORTH 
YORKSHIRE 

SAII..PI..ANES 

REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE FOR YOUR SAILPLANE 
TELEPHONE 01845 577341 • FAX 01845 577646 

ff,~lll:f CONTACT: DEREK TAYLOR 
lf:h ill NORTH YORKSHIRE SAILPLANES 
Unit R, Alanbrooke Industrial Park, Topcliffe, Thirsk, North Yorkshire Y07 3SE 1
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Oxfordshire Sportflying Club 
The Premier 

Motor-gliding School 
* Convert your Bronze/Silver badge to a 

Self-Launching Motor-Glider PPL 

* We teach and examine for Bronze C field 
landing exercises 

* Silver C conversions at a special rate 

* We will. fly to your Club for the weekend 
for block field landings and navigation 
training (special rates considered) 

* Ab initio training 

* Trial lessons 

Discover motor-gliding 
and how it can help 
you in the world 
of pure gliding. 

For details call on 01608 677208 

Open seven days a week 

Martin Carolan 

HIGH QUALITY 
WORKMANSHIP AT AN 
AFFORDABLE PRICE 

FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES TO 
COVER ALL JOBS BIG OR SMALL 

Passage Farm, Arlingham, Glos. GL2 7JR 
Telephone: 

Home 01453 544107 
Mobile 0860 542028 

Workshop phone or lax 01452 741463 

-Soarthe
CANADIAN ROCKIES 

from Mountain Soaring Courses, Cross Country 
or Wave flying 

The place to go home with all three 
diamonds in your hand 

• The best soaring place in Canada • 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
SOARING CENTRE LTD 
PO Box 1306, 
Goldon, BC, VOA 1 HO 
Tel: 604 344 6665 • Fox 604 3447933 

(lH/anH/3, Pi/atusB-4, K6f 
and Phoebus 8 

February!March 1996 

ACCIDENT SUMMARY 

51 Swallow 1018 Subst 8.5.95 Connel 
1130 

63 Minor 7.5 

While ridge soaring the lift became broken up by wave effects and the pilot had to make a field landing. He ap
proached the field a little fast and high, possibly not helped by a slight tailwind, and hit a rut with the skid. This was 
torn off sideways, damaging the fuselage. 

52 Astir CS 2985 Subst 18.5.95 Picklescott 28 None 61 
1550 

The pilot attempted to find lift over an area of poor fields but found only strong sink. He hurriedly selected a field 
and flew a cramped circuit, causing him to overshoot into the next field. He avoided a fence and trees before 
groundlooping the glider to rest in gorse bushes just before a 70ft drop into a ravine. 

53 Pegasus 3599 Minor 7.5.95 Kilsby 
1500 

40 None 71 

On a cross-country flight the pilot forgot to raise the undercarriage. Later, while making a field landing, he pro
ceeded to raise the wheel. He noticed on finals that the wheel was up but decided it was safer to land with the 
wheel up rather than disturb his final approach path. 

54 Pegasus - Subst 21.5.95 Incident Report ? None 
The glider and trailer were being towed by a Ford Orion. While joining a dual carriageway the car went to overtake 
a slower vehicle but found .that had accelerated with him until, at about 55mph, he could go no faster. Descending a 
hill, he used the gears to slow down but the trailer jack-knifed on a bend at the bottom of the hill. 

55 Blanik 3354 Subst 20.5.95 Eaglescott 58 None 3 
1418 

The early solo pilot made a normal circuit but failed to allow for the wind gradient on finals. The situation was made 
worse when he mistakenly opened, rather than closed, the airbrakes causing the glider to undershoot into the 5ft 
boundary hedge. 

56 K-13 1652 W/0 8.5.95 Ueweni Pare 50 Minor 955 
1635 P2 47 Serious 115 

The solo pilot was being given an annual check flight on the winch. At about 200ft P1 released and P2 lowered the 
nose but then started to turn before the speed rose. P1 expected an S turn (straight ahead was the correct option) 
but P2 turned through 180' , entering a spin from which the instructor had no time to recover. P2 broke both legs. 

57 Open Cirrus 2426 Minor 1.6.95 Westbury 
1500 

47 None 235 

During a cross-country flight the pilot became low and after failing to gain height, where he had seen hang gliders 
ridge soaring, he had to land in a small but suitable field. After initially being too high, he started a full airbrake ap
proach then found that even with the brakes closed he could not make the field and undershot into the hedge. 

58 Astir CS 77 A77 Minor 8.5.95 Burbage 
1545 

31 None 142 

Attempting a Silver duration the pilot became low and had to make a field !landing. A pasture field was chosen and a 
normal approach and landing carried out. During the ground run along the uneven surface one wingtip caught in the 
long grass causing a groundloop. The grass was longer than expected as it was awaiting silage cutting. 

59 K-6CA 2293 Minor 8.5.95 Walney 
2030 

31 None 16 

The pilot returned to the airfield after a 5» flight. His landing run was directly into the setting sun and into a 30kt 
headwind. Despite extra speed to counter the expected wind gradient, the glider was caught by a strong gust and 
the pilot made a very heavy landing. 

60 Astir CS 11 Minor 14.5.95 Millom-Haverigg 31 None 26 
After 4hrs soaring a hill the weather deteriorated so the pilot decided to make an outlanding at a nearby disused air
field. On base leg he ran into torrential rain which reduced visibility. Turning finals he saw a "new" fence and had to 
turn in short to avoid this. The right wing caught on an unseen wire and the glider landed sideways. 

61 K-13 1421 Subst 29.5.95 Snitterfield 49 None 435? 
P2 34 None 0 

On base leg, during an early instructional flight. P2 let the speed fall and the glider drift away from the airfield. P1 
took control too late and had to dive to penetrate into wind, then pull up over trees. Crossing the trees he found he 
could not land ahead because of trailers and had to turn. The wing caught a fence and the glider crashed. 

62 Discus AGA 4 Subst 14.5.95 Reading-3nm SW ? Minor 77 
While on a cross-country the pilot found himself down to 1 OOOft before finding lift near a chosen field. In two circles 
he lost 200ft and had drifted away so chose another field. At 600ft he was again tempted by lift and turned and was 
not in a good circuit position. AfterS turning he lost speed and spun from about 15ft and cart-wheeled in. 

63 Ventus A 3878 Minor 31 .5.95 Keevil 32 None 130 
1540 

The glider was being aerotowed in light crosswind conditions. As soon as it started moving the glider yawed left and 
despite full right rudder could not be stopped before it ran on to an unusable part of the runway. Seeing a gravel 
filled hole ahead the pilot pulled off, but could not avoid hitting the lip which damaged the undercarriage. 
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CLASSIFIIED 
SECTION 
TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THE CLASSIFIED SEC
TION, please send your remittance together with a copy of 
your wording to Debbie Carr, BGA, Kimberley House, 
Vaughan Way, Leicester LE1 4SE (Tel 0116 2531051 or Fax 
0116 2515939), before March 1for next publication. Any ad
vertisements received alter this date will be carried forward 
to the next edition of S&G. Rates 70p per word with a mini
mum of £14.00. Black & White photographs accepted £6.00 
extra. Box No. £3.00 extra. Prices include VAT. 

FOR SALE 

ASTIR CS. Hull and instruments including T&S, radio and 
Cambridge vario. All mods completed. £10 250. Trailer wanted 
tor Astir. Tel: 01293 883220. 

LS6c spotless and never damaged. Complete with Cobra 
trailer. Offers. Box Number 10 

K-6cR 1966. vgc. only 1500hrs, C of A to next May. good trailer. 
basic instruments. £5950. 01244 345856 

ASH 25 latest model. new. not flown. Prepared for winglets. 
Suitable for latest engine model. Make an offer. ASK 23B Mfd-
85. 1600hrs TT, 1600 starts, Basic instruments and trailer. 
DM38.500. Fax: +358-0-370955(Finland). 

COBRA 15. UD38 at52kts. Aerobatic. Docile - Hies beautifully. 
Includes excellent trailer and rigging aids, LX60, oxygen etc. 
Complete outfit £8500 or two shares based Pocklington. Tel: 
01472 877136 or 01507 606995 

PIRAT Good condition, parachute. metal trailer, sold with lull 
ColA. £5500. Tel: fan Lang 0121 7176493 (W) 01203 462984 (H). 

ASW 15 Hall share for sale. Complete with trailer, barograph, 
parachute, oxygen, batteries radio and all usual instruments. 
Easy two-man rig. Tow out gear. ColA. £3995 ono. Tel: 01329 
284281 (evenings). 

VARCOM V aria/Computer, all standard features plus GPS in
terface with latest eprom, recent service. £1050 ono. 80mm 
Artificial Horizon/Turn and Slip with Inverter as sold by Baltic 
Sailplanes £240 ono. Tel: 0 181 840 5083 

LS7 with all instruments. Year of cons!. 1989, t 600h. 1400 si. 
Tel: +49 711 685 2443, Fax: +49 711 685 2496 

ASTIR CS 77 1st class condition, all mod's done, current ColA. 
normal instruments. 720 radio, oxygen. parachute. tow gear. 
Trailer with new galvanised chassis. auto reverse hitch and 
brakes, wood top in VGC. Portmoak. £11 850 (0) Ot436 
820006 (H) 01436 820611 

ASW 15. Complete with AIT hook & usual instruments. 
Aluminium trailer, rigging and tow out aids. 5 yr old EB80 
parachute also available. Sensible olfers. Tet: 01480 880238 

LS7 WL Private, built 07/88. 895 hours. 218 starts. Complete 
with GPS, Hamilton. 760 radio. solar panel. Perfect condition. 
With or without Schroeder trailer. Tel: +67 45 20 56 Fax: +67 64 
08 78 France 

K-10, basic instruments. £6000. Subject to VAT@ 17.5%. 
Please contact John McKenzie 01298 871270 

DG-400 15/17M 1989 Ex Mclean demonstrator. Excellent con
dition. Numerous extras. Fully maintained by UK-DG agent. all 
mods complied with. no crash history. The best DG-400 avail
able. New 3 yr ColA. £49 000 ono. Graham Griffiths 01983 
874678 or Bob Mclean 01904 738653 

LS-7(Comp No 779) Built 1990. 760hrs, 320 launches. Fin 
tank/battery. Basic instruments+ A/H + vario (VP4E) +radio 
(ATR720B). Cobra trailer. Sensible oilers for complete outtil. 
John Ashcro~ 01793 872784 

Complete set of S&G from 1950 to Nov 94 in 20 binders. 
Exceptional opportunity. Olfers. Tel: 01903 752546 

SF25b Falke, Motor Glider. very good condition, economical, 2 
seats, 3 hr duration@ 70kt, cruise < 10 litre/hour. £12 500. Tel: 
01553 636585 evenings. 

ASTIR CS with instruments and trailer. All mods. KBb with in
struments and recently refurbished open trailer. 2 x Bocian 1 E 
with instruments. Set of Bocian wings and large stock of Bocian 
spares. Single seaters in good condition, t Bocian in excellent 
condition, 1 average. Tel: 01343 543900 eves or01343 547784 
eves. 

Bergfalke 4. 1972 late model. Two seater with full blown 
canopy. Open trailer. £5500. Tel: 01285 760415 or 01453 
822537evenings. 

PAWNEE TUGS availa91e for early delivery. Your choice of en
gine. hushkit and colour. Bill Taylor, Pawnee Aviation. 01733 
202837 (Phone/Fax). 

SF27a with wooden trailer, both nice condition. Easy rig, good 
handling, 34 :1. Basic instruments. radio. barograph, parachute. 
£7950. Tel : Terry 01323 732921 . 

COBRA TRAILERS, two in superb condition. ISM fibreglass 
top fitted for Discus, suitable for most 15M gliders. mint condi 
tion £4950 ono .. and 20M metal top for Janus or similar 2-
seater. Messages 24hrs. Tel: 01426 954208 

GLIDER FINDER 
Another successful autumn, over 15 

new gliders found for happy 
customers. 

Have you got your new glider for the 
coming season? 

If not act now before the season is 
over. Almost any type available. Even 
with current exchange rates still very 

good value and all in excellent 
condition. Full delivery, ready to fly 

service available. 

Call Terry Joint 
Te/ 01420 88604 • Fax 01420 542003 

PS; Ka /3's available, variable condition/cost 

NIMBUS 2 CS, 23.5m., 55:1 tdemonstrated). Full panel includ· 
ing radio. Parachute. A.M.F. trailer. Camp No. 2. £27 000. Tel: 
01829 740301 

Mosquito B. 15M 42:1 Full panel including radio. T&S. artificial 
horizon. Bohli compass. AMF aluminium trailer. 16,000 Pounds. 
Parachute. oxygen and barograph available . Tel : Nick Kelly 
(Day) 01293 531211 ext 2266, (evenings Monday-Thursday) 
01273 890200, e-mail nickak@pavilion.co.uk. 

SCHLEICHER K-16 MOTOR GLIDER 2-seater. HoHman feath
ering prop. retractable u/c, completely refurbished. full set of 
covers. C of A, excellent soaring/touring machine, superb con
dition, based Dunstable. £50 000 ono. Tel : 01734 885324 or 
01814499782 

ASW20cL Complete with instruments and Cobra Trailer. Good 
condition, Fuselage and leading edges recently re-gelled . 
Recent C of A £28 000. Tel: 01494 758774 

DISCUS B. Full competition panel, Winglets. Cobra Trailer, 
Self-Tow-Out. No damage history. Shares or outright purchase. 
syndicate Nympslield or South Haggle on 01249 444880. 

K6e good condition. full instruments, radio. barograph. 
parachute. v.g. trailer, rigging aids and tow-out gear. £6950 ono 
Tel: 01780 54840 evenings. 

NEW Thomas Glider Parachute - £500. NEW Schemp Hirth 
Tail Dolly- £150. Winter 6K Barograph - £120. Ferranti MK 6F 
Artilical Horizon with Inverter - £250. Tel: 01482 846127 

Standard Cirrus Good condition outfit. basic panel, speed di
rector. A/Hor. oxygen, tow-out, rigging aids. new metal trailer. 
Mods fitted. No prangs: Hangared Nympsfield £13 000. Tel: 
01666 503196. 

OLYMPIA 2B. BGA 1125 excellent example of this classic 
glider. Built 1959. syndicated owned at Camphill for 20+ years. 
Complete with parachute, barograph, and modern closed metal 
trailer. £4000. Tel: 01625 875425 or 0161 793 5198. 

June 29th to 
July 7th 1996 

DEVON AND SOMERSET 
GLIDING CLUB 

North HiU, Honiton, Devon 

Brochure and entry form available from: 

Competition Secretary 
28 Salisbury Road, Exmouth, Devon EX8 1 Sl 

Tel: 01395 274186 

AMF Aviation Enterprises Ltd Membury Airfield, Lambourn, 
Berkshire RG16 7TJ, UK 
Tel: 01488 72224 Fax: 01488 72224 

• Come to tlte professionals - you know wltat you're geHing • 
Normally comes fully filled 
ond pointed. Including: front 
door, spore wheel, jockey 
wheel, sole double strut 
knuckle support struts. 
Conventional rigging on or 
off the trailer. Jacking belly 
trolley. Lots of options to suit 
your preferences 

60 

GT 2000 LIFT TOP TRADITIONAL DROOP SNOOT Designed for the tight 
budget. Specify your own 
options. Specify your own 

fittings- use existing 
fillings if you like. Proven 

design with over 320 built to 
dote and 16 years' 

experience. Very suitable for 
dubs and 2 seaters 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 
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KSe. very good condition. resprayed . standard panel plus elec
tric vario.radio, parachute & barograph . Schofiefd trailer. Tel: 
Ot279 506927/4027t6, Ot245 222055. 

PfK 20o competition bred, full panel , radio, metal trailer. sprung 
undercarriage, tow-out gear, parachute, one owner since new in 
good condition so is glider. Wintered indoors. Top surface 
brakes. very docile, Discus performance . Ideal high perfor
mance class 15 for syndicate. £16 250 ono. Owner going big 
wings with some regret. Peter Stafford Alien Tel: 01553 841687. 

PIRAT, superbly maintained and in excellent condition. Good 
panel, parachute. refurbished metal trailer, new C.of.A . £6600. 
Tal : 01869 350313 (work) 01869 350974 (home) . 

STD CIRRUS excellent condition, LX1000 , A/H. radio. fibre
glass lift top trailer, bargain £12 750. Mansfield 01623 420453, 
based in Gamston. 

Antiquarian Bookshop - Phonlx (Hans Disma) is buying 
and selling - 10,000 books in stock. Specialised in gliding 
and reference books. Many pre t914 books . Send wantlist. 
Visits by appointment . Tel : (Nl) +3 1-306916145 Fax: (NL) 
+31-306915222. 

t pair of 17.6 tips for VENTUS. 12V horizon. Tel: (NL) 
+31-306916t45 Fax : (NL) +31 -306915222. 

KA6-cR. immaculate condition, 1964. Fully lnstrumented + SB7. 
Strengthened wings (WC'65). Nose + winch hook+ parachute. 
Closed trailer (hood). £6400, Zwartberg (Genk) EBZW Belgium. 
Tel: 00-32-89-463882 or 00-32-89-363083 a~er 5.00 p.m. 

T21B DUNSTABLE DRAGONFLY. Excellent condition £1850. 
Spare set of wings £850. Canopy. instruments, wheels, skids, 
releases also for sale. Tel : 08t 908 5197 Evenings. 

SUMBACK CHUTE (one short , one normal length); Ferrnati 
Horizon with Inverter: E2 Compass : Audio for PZUWinter Vario; 
GPS. Alan Purnell Tel : 01252 615365 

ASTIR CS. Lasham based. Very good condition, wingtops 
regel led , turbulator tape . Borgelt 821124. radio, OK barograph. 
towing-out gear, trailer. Complete at £12 000 or possible syndi
cate shares. Tei/Fax 01483 761933 

K6cR Half share based Nympslield . Very good condition . Full 
panel , radio, wooden trailer and more. £3300 ono . Tel : Ot454 
294275 

FRUSTRATED AT LANDING OUT? Nimbus 3DT, 1/4 share, 
excellent condition, well equipped, steel portable hangar. based 
Nympsfield. Tel: 01453 8440t8 

VENTUS CT. Excellent condition . Based at Lasham. 1/4 share 
£11 GOO. Tel: 01256 381249 

LS·Sc , 15m with t7.5m tips. Hull and AMF trailer for sale. World 
Campionships glider. New CofA. Chris Garton- 01236 38136t . 

ASW 15a. Very good condition. Electric vario. 760 channel 
radio, new parachute , aluminium trailer, one man tow -out, 
Nympsfield based . £1t 750 . Tel: 01242 580796. 

L23 SUPER BLANIK. TI 400 hrs. new t2 month C of A, excel
lenl condition . £17 750 .00 +VAT. Peter Clifford & Co . Tei/Fax 
01491 8393t6. 

DISCUS B. Superb condition with new C of A. Full outfit in
cludes a comprehensive panel (Peschges VP4E. GL720B 
radio, Bohli . T&S, basic flight instruments), seat back, oxygen, 
fin tank, barograph, full covers. trailer. rigging aids and low out 
gear. Lasham based. £37 000. Call Patrick Naegeli on (0 t 256) 
862420 or (0171)3036927. 

ASTIR CS77 . Excellen t condition . one man tow gear. spigot 
check, elevator mod and tailwheel mod. £11 000 . Tel : 01159 
283978. 

ASH 26e. Dec 1996 delivery. Take over deposit. No profit trans
action . Hear ne Tal 01622 812385 Fax 01622 813073 or Gee 
017t 794 7770. 

K6cR . Good condition, 1965, recently recovered. new C of A. 
£4600. Trailer available if required. Tel: Ot462 457961 

LIBEL LE 201 a. Excellent condition . oxygen. water ballast. full 
panel . fibreglass trailer. easy rig , good performance. £t1 500 . 
Tel: Paul 01206 42327. 

February/March 1996 

1996 
MIDLAND 

RE,GIONALS 
JULY 20TH TO 28TH 

Directing & Task Setting by MIKE JORDY & PAUL CRABB 
CASH PRIZES! 

Run by competition pilots for competition pilots at probably the best and 
most friendly site in the country. 

FOR DETAILS CALL US NOW ON 

01858 880521 
HUSBANDS BOSWORTH AIRFIELD, LUTTERWORTH, LEICESTERSIHIRE LE17 6JJ 

BRIAN1 WEARE - AERO 
ALL TYPES OF GLIDER AND MOTOR GLIDER 

MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR. FROM SMALL TO THE 
LARGE INSURANCE REPAIR. REFABRICATING OF 

TUGS. VINTAGE GLIDER AND AIRCRAFT 
HESTORATIONS. 

GLIDER WORKS 
DUNKESWELL AIRPORT 

HONITON, DEVON EX14 ORA 

SPEED ASTIR 11. Only privately flown , never damaged, excel
lent shape. complete with Peschges VP3 , 720 channel radio , 
aluminium trailer. Fair price . Tel : Belgium~ 32 3 3843759 or 
~ 32 3 3840228. 

TWIN DRUM DIESEL POWERED WINCH. Mounted on Crew 
Cab Truck Chassis. £2600. T el : 01285 760415 or Chris Cl ark 
01453 763462. 

THREE CLASSIC GLIDERS; Tandem Tutor T .31 . lully refur
bished , ex . ATC . Swallow good first solo glider. v.g.c . trailer. 
Dart canopy. Skylark 2e v.g.c. Dart Canopy & lrailer. All instru
mented. New -long C's of A. Contact Mr Wilson 01661 832087 
or Mr Sanderson 01890 870666 . 

DISCUS b. (German). Complete outfit. Five months old. 
Factory winglet mod. Fifty hours . Tel : 01954 718943 or Stave 
Jones 01488 71774. 

ASTIR CS. Very good condition. Full instrumentation. Trailer 
and parachute. 701 launches . 875 hours . Lasham based. 
Phone 01483 283763 . 01276 683041 or 01483 283763 

Phone: 
Works (01404) 891338 
Home (01404) 41041 

TUG PILOT 
REQUIRED 

FOR 
1996 SEASON 

Budaninster 
GLIDING 
Club 

Glider Pilot (Silver C) preferred 
Contact: 

Clive Stciner (Manager) 
BUCKMINSTER GLIDING CLUB LTD 

Saltby Airfield, Sproxton Road, Skillington, 
Grantham, Lincs. NGJJ SHL 

Tel: 01476 860385 
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WANTED 

JANTAR STANDARD 2 FUSELAGE wanted. Gliding Club of 
Athens Tel : +301 7235158 or +301 2776412. Fax: +301 
7258216. 

720/760 lcom Transceiver. Reply to D. Grove. Tel: 01229 
834537 or 0402 095286 (Mobile). 

LOW HOURS Kt3 in lirst class condition. top price paid lor the 
right machine. Tei/Fax: 01787 23724 t . 

TRAILER WANTED lo suit ISM Glider (Pilatus). Preferably not 
wooden. Alan Dennis 01229 875434 (day) 01229 828120 (eve). 

2 SEATER GLIDER, K-21 , Marianne, Puchacz etc. Must be in 
excellent condition, preferably with trailer. Also wanted, 2 to 4 
syndicate members for above. To be based Dorset Gliding Club 
Bovingdon. Contact Frank (01202) 732820 or Andrew (01 628) 
485895 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

WANTED, from February, SLMG Full Instructor. Hinlon-ln-The
Hedges Airfield. Tel: 01295 812775 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY GLIDING CLUB needs a lull time 
instructor lrom mid-March to mid-September I 996. Full cat & 
PPL medical preferred. Call Sieve Foster, CFI, on Ot 525 
860092. 

ACCOMMODATION 

LE BLANC/CHAUVIGNY Comfortable farm cottage sleeps 4/5. 
Le Blanc 9k. Chauvigny 28k!Tel. Diane Poole 01883 743196 

FAYENCE/CANNES. 2 miles International Gliding Centre, pri
vately owned 30ft & 38ft M/Homes, sleeps 6/8. All services, 
pool etc. from £120 p.w. Tel: 01622 842214. 

SISTERON/GAP/ST AUBAN. To rent. furnished village house 
at Valernes, sleeps 4-6. From 1800FF pw. Telephone Ariane on 
(01 763) 848478. 

GAP/SISTERON (5 minutes Gap Airfield). Modernised 
Provencal Farm House available Mid May/Mid June and late 
August onwards. Wonderful views/location. Ideal family holi
days. £260 pw. Sleeps 6/8. Hearne. Tel: Ot 622 812385 Fax : 
01622 813073. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

WINGLET BAGS. Protect your expensive winglets in seml-ngid 
foam backed bags. Discus pattern £39.95, others to order. 
Messages 24hrs. Tel : 01426 954208 

COLLECTORS ITEM - Surrey Gliding Club Car Badge. 
VGC. £50. Tel: 0181 954 6511 (Stanmore). 

/Prop. T. Coli) 

HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN 

GLIDING 
CLOTHING 

Keep cool in summer and warm in 
winter by wearing BGA T-Shirts or 

Sweat Shirts from the exclusive 
Whispering Wings range. (Sizes 
available to fit all glider pilots.) 

Promote your sport whilst wearing 
these attractive and excellent 

quality clothes. 

Tel the BGA on 0116 2531051 for 
information on all our items in the 
shop - Access/Visa Credit Card 

bookings accepted. 

GLIDIING BOOKS 
Read all about it! All the 

gliding books are available 
from the BGA shop from 

the best authors - Piggott, 
Bradbury, Wall ington , 

Reichmann etc. Ask us to 
send you our complete Hst 
of all the books and gliding 
accessories available from 

our shop. 

Tel 0116 2531051-
Access/ Visa Credit Card 

bookings accepted 

Glassfibre, carbon, kevlar, wood andl metal inc. alloy. Blanik repair Agent. 
All types of repair undertaken- Motor glider engine approval 
Kestrei/Libelle aileron drive rebuilds, also rudder drive NOT testing 
Machining facilities for oversize wing pins, axles, control rods etc. Tig welding. 

Tony Cox (Senior Inspector) 
18 Stanton Harcourt Road, Witney, Oxon OX8 6LD LLOYDS APPROVED 
Tel: Workshop 01993 779380 Office/Fax 01993 774892 CAA APPROVED COMPANY 
Email: tonycox@cotsglide.win-uk.net A/19182189 
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WINCHING WIRE 
• Available in stranded cable 

4mm, 4.5mm and Smm diameter 
• High tensile galvanised steel 
• Special coated wire for use on 

runway 
• Tost release rings and weak 

links and splicing ferrules 
available 

• Also cable parachutes and 
shock absorber ropes 

BEST PRICES for gliding clubs
supplied by glider pilot 

DAVID GARRARD 
Bridge Works, Gt Barford, Bedford 

Tel: 01234 870401 

Sky\N'ings 
is the official monthly magazine of the 

British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association. 
£27 per annum subscriptions from 

BHPA, The Old School room, Loughborough Road. 
Leicester, England LE4 5PJ. Tel: 01 I 6 261 1322 

http://test.ebrd.com/skywings/home.html 

--·--TOWBARS TO TRUST 
• ~~~~~~~ f:;'~~iHi:scious • :~~~;~ng to s.s. ond ts.o. 

rowbo" wpplied. e Goomnre..'Cl lo.-lile. 
See Yellow Pages for your nea,...~t sp«iolist fitter or stoclcist. 

WlnER TOWBARS, CHESTER CHI JLL 
Telephone: 0 1244 341 166 

L23 "Super Blanik" 
L-33 "Solo" 

L 1r3 "Bianik" spares 

Peter Clifford & Co 
Wallingford. Oxon. OX10 8EL • Tel & Fax 01491 839316 

H U NTLY ARMs HoTEL 
Aboyne, Royai Deeside 

• • • 
soaring to 11cn> heights . .. of comfort 11111i 

f ricudly sen•ice M special low p1•iccs 
Jnnumy-March, October to December 191)6 

Sauna, solarium, TV, Bed and Rrc,1ktast t<>r 
just £ 15 per person per n ight 

all rooms en su ite with cotlcc tray 

and we arc located just tivc minutes driv<: 
ti-om the Gliding Club 

Ronl· ,l'O/Ii' tbcrmnis IW JI': 

Phone 013398 86101/Fax No. 0 13398 86804 

• • • 
R oyal Deeside .. . C1'0JVn ing yom· 

g liding expe1'ience 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 

http://test.ebrd.com/skywings/home.html
mailto:tonycox@cotsglide.win-uk.net


Fantastic Gliding Experiences all year round in France, Spain and South Africa 

{t Record breaking to beginners ftying ~Fleet of gliders including LS6c, ASW19, Pegasus 

d~ Mountain thermals and wave soaring 

t Flatlands racing, abinitios to aces 

~Soaring Courses in ASK21 and Jeans Astir 

l- Expert briefing and guidance for the private owner 

Ferry deals with or without trailer Worldwide travel insurance including gliding cover 

Spread your wings in 1995- for comps, camps and expeditions run by IBrian and Gillian Spreckley 

FOR AVIATION PURPOSES' INCLUDING 

GLIDERS & SAILPLANES 
FROM £750 TO £15,000 • No Arrangement Fee Charged ' 

For a brochure includin.g ou r terms for competi tive 
Avia tion loans please write or telephone FREE 

First Aviation Finance Ltd 
Freepost (SW9090) London SW I W OYA 

0800 37 14 91 
Open: Mon-FI"I 8am-8.30pm- Sat-Sun 9am- 7pm 

Age limit 20-72. Subjt<ct to sta t u~ · 
No de posit required. 

Member of the Consumer Credit Trade Association. 
Memb~r of the Finance lnd u::;try Standards Associa tion 
Full written details. indud in~ a quotation, on reque..o;t. 

February/March 1996 

LS 8-18 
TOP STD CLA55118m 
The new concept glider 

LS 10 
New 15 racing class. 

LS 6-18w 
LS 9, LS4b 

Martyn Wells 
Workshop: 01608 685790 
Home: 01608 684217 
Mobile: 0850 240524 

FLYTHES-10 
IN SPAIN 

You can now f1ly the big tasks in the 
23 metre two seater under the guid
ance of Tug Willson. Fly 500- 750-
1 OOOks in year round thermals and 
wave. Learn to use the global posi
tioning system (GPS) and Cambridge 
varios. New apartment has satellite 
television ('including Sky) and large 
swimming pool . Golf course within 5 
mins and miles of Mediterranean 
sand just 10 m ins. 30 m ins from 
Alicante . 

CA I. I. 

TUG WILLSON 
Phone/Fax 00 346-671-9196 
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WANTED/SITIJATIONS VACANT 

Shenington Gliding Centre 
require 

a WEEKDAY COURSE MANAGER/CFI, 1 

al.so rwo CO RSE INSTRUCTORS to 
assist our p rofessionally run courses. 

Also we have vacancies for 
WINCH DRrYERS and a TUG Pli..OT. 

Contact: 

Brian on 01295 688010 or write to 
PO Box 230, Banbury, 

Oxon OX16 9FS 

The Derbyshire & Lancashire 
Gliding Club 

require the following staff for the 1996 summer season: 

Assistant or Full rated Club Instructor 
Assistant or Full rated 

Holiday Course Instructor 
Winch Driver 

Please write for details to: 
John McKenzie, Club Manager 

Derbyshire & Lan<ashire Gliding Club 
Great Hu<klow, Tideswell, Derbyshire SK17 8RQ 

PENNINGTONS 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

+ For accountancy and taxation services + 
tl Worton Court, Worton Rood, lsleworth, Middlesex TW7 6ER 

relephone John Gorringe 
Ooy 0181 568 8745 • Evenings 0181948 3799 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 
INSURANCE? 

Contact: 
Tony Fidler 

Glider pilot for 30+ years 
35+ years insurance 

experience 
T elephone/fax/write to: 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 
Spalding, Lines PE12 908 
Tel: 01406 362462 (office) 

or 363574 (home) 
Fax: 01406 362124 
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SOUTHERN SAILPLANES 
For all your gliding needs, from one split pin to a Nimbus 4 ready to race. Below are some 
of the other products and manufacturers whose products we can supply: 

WINTER (altimeters, ASI's, variorneter s, barographs), SABRE (oxygen regulators, cyl,inders, masks), 
CAMBRIDGE (variometers, GPS loggers), TOST (release hooks, tyres, inner tubes, hubs, axles, winching 
equipment), BECKER (radios), ILEC (total energy tubes), ICOM (radios), R. C. ALLEN (gyro horizons), 
EW (barographs, loggers), AIRPATH (compasses), GADRINGER (harnesses), IRVIN (parachutes). 

Curved mylar, turbulator tape, wing tape, double sided tape, waterproof capping tape, aileron tape, bug 
wipers, hard wax polish, Car-lack polish, tyres, inner tubes, batteries, cameras, resin, microballoon, gel coat. 

FILSER LX 5000 GPS/ELECTRIC VARIOMETER £2,670.00+VAT 

FOR THE FULL RANGE OF FILSER AND OTHER VARIOMETER SYSTEMS AT EXTREMELY 
COMPETITIVE PRICES CALL: 

SOUTHERN SAILPLANES 
M EM BURY AIRFIELD, LAM BOURN WOODLANDS, HUNGERFORD, BERKSHIRE RG 17 7TJ 

Telephone: 01488 71774 

SAILPLANE & GLIDING 



AVIATION LIMITED 

A NEW VARIO FOR THE NEW YEAR 
80RGEI.T 840 

AN INEXPENSIVE AUDIO VARIO 
* 57 mm or SO mm & Speaker. Depth 1 OS mm 
* Audio selectable only up or up and down 
* Select glider or own battery- therefore have audio backup vario, not 

mechanical 
* 20 sec push button averager or separate digital averager available 
* 2 seat repeater capable 
* Display in knots or metres 
* 6-16 volt. 18-40ma dependant on volume 

£297.02 +VAT = £349 

ALSO THE 80RGEI. T 850 SUPER VARIO 

* Borgelt reliability * Polars internally configurable 
* No flask * Two seater repeater capable * In cruise, when relative vario exceeds STF, audio switches to climb 

850 57MM SYSTEM UNIT & DUAL FUNCTION DISPLAY (57 or BOmm) 

£857.16 inc. VAT 

!?lJl!J DISCOUNT SALES 
NEW FROM MAGELLAN 
Magellan 3000 +mounting bracket ... £217 .02+VAT = £255.00 
Power/Data module for Mag 3000 . ..... £38.30+VAT = £45.00 

GPS 

DESIGNED FOR EXPANSION 

STAGE 1- NOW AVAILABLE 
ELECTRIC AUDIO VARIOMETER with 
AVERAGER AND SPEED TO FLY 

STAGE 11- SPRING 1996 
NAVIGATION COMPUTER 
GPSCAPABLE 

Control System Unit 57mm • Analogue displays 
57 or 80mm • Dual Analogue Display (ADU) 
- Vario in climb - Netto in cruise 
- Speed Command Edge Meter 
Single Analogue Display (SAM) 
- Vario in climb - Netto in cruise 
Additional SAM for Cruise, or use Audio 

FRONT PANEL CONTROLS: 
Ballast - Selectable • Digital Display 
- Average, Volts, Outside Air Temp (Option) 
Bugs- Polar Degradation • Vario Response Rate 
Speed To Fly (STF)- MacCready • Audio Volume 

Garmin GPS 45 (90kt display limit) ......... £242.55+VAT = £285.00 
Garm in GPS 90 ....... .... . . . ..... ...... £467 .23+VAT= £549.00 
Garmin GPS 100 .. ... ...... .. . . . ... .. ... £761.70+VAT=£895.00 
LX400 57 mm Panel Mount ... . . .. . .... ... . £846.81+VAT = £995.00 
Magellan GPS 2000 . .. . . . ........ . . . .... . £165.96+VAT=£195.00 
Magellan Meridian ...... ... ..... ....... .. £186.38+VAT = £219.00 

QUALITY 
SUPPLIES RD Aviation Ltd. I 

Tel: 01865 841441 
Fax: 01865 842495 

24hr Answerphone & Fax AND 
SERVICE 

25 BANKSIDE 
KIDLINGTON 

OXON OX51JE 

http:761.70+VAT=�895.00
http:467.23+VAT=�549.00
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