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European travels takes him
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Willy Wilson (leh) and Nan Worre/1 in T-21 993 near Lasham.
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fete along the way. Nan 's article about this much-loved
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glider type starts on piB
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From the BGA Chairman
WHO WO LD have thought th at <J t th e
beg inning of thi s year we would have had
both su ch good news as well as bad for
g liding? O n the downsid e we had to r·estri ct
ou r activities for a few month s becJuse of
foot-and-mouth. Some clubs are still subject
to restriction as the iooh nd-mouth c ri sis
con tinue. in th e North.
W e hope that th e farming community will
recover and we ho uld do our utmos t to
avoid any associated ri ks in o ur activiti es.
But to cheer us up th good news is that
for th e third tim e thi s yea r w e congratulate
British world ch<:Hnpi o ns. First in Janua ry it
was Pete Ma sson (C lub la , Austra lia) with
Richard H ood a close second, then in June
Ste ve )on es ( 18-Metre, Spain), and now in
the spa ce of two w ee ks in August we
secured three new world champion s in Gill
Sp reckl ey (Wom e n's 1 5-M etr e) , Sarah
Steinber (W o men's Stand ard Clas ), and )<ly
Rebb eck (ju ni or World Champion in
Stand ard C lass) . j eremy (" Jez") Ho od,
Ri chard 's brother, was o nl y 13 points behind
Jay in 2nd pl<1ce. Added to which , the British
junior tea m incl uding Leigh W ell s, John
Tanner, Owain W aiters and Luke Rebbeck
took th e World Juniors tea m Go ld. Thi s was
a stunning p riorman ce, wh ich I was <1bl e to
witness for a r'ew days when I travell ed in
Au gust to lssoudun in France. Tea m flying
aga in p<1icl dividends . M aybe by th e end of
th e yeJr we shall add to this tally of Colds,
with Worlds in South Afri ca . Who knows?

Th e junior end of o ur sport is in good
shape, as I saw ag<Jin at th e junior
Championships at th e end o f August at As to n
Down. Th ese young peopl e, <1 ncl others who
take part in gliding J t a less competitive
level, are th e future o f our sport and we
should do everythin g we CJ n to encourag'
and support them. I was clbout to say "a nd
impart our ski li s and knowl edge" but it
seems that some of th t• junior competitors
can already teach some of us old •r pilots
how we CJ n enj oy glidin g and breathe
gr ater enthusi as m and a sense of adventure
into some clubs . I' ll say one thin g, thou gh:
they can certainl y drink a bar dry at an endof-camps party!
On a completely different th eme, thi s yea r
is the 1OOth a nniv e rs<~ry of the founding of
the Royal A ero Club, of which the BGA is a
key member, and in many resp ec ts th e
continuing for e in keeping it, live.
Plans are <Jfoot for a celebr<Jtion dinner,
but th e RAeC needs to re-defin e its role as
th e over-arch ing body for <Jir sports in th e
UK. After its effective rol e for many years it
seems to have los t its w<J y in recent yea rs. it
c.:1 n perform a mu ch mo re useful fun ction in
th e battl es th at lie ahead in Europe and
closer to ho me to ensu re th e survival oi no ncom mer ia l JVi<Jt io n. Part of my age nda is to
bring that about.
David Roberts, BGA Chairman
September 3, 2001
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One-day closure of UK airspace
GLIDING was grounded from 19.00hrs on
September 11 for just over 24 hours. The
closure of UK airspace to all except public
transport and emergency flights was for
security reasons , announced Prime Minister
Tony Blair on the day that terrorists in the
USA crashed hijacked passenger jets into
the World Trade Centre and the Pentagon.

Fatalities in gliding accidents
WE are sorry to report the deaths of five UK
pilots . On July 15, a collision involving a
glider and an aerolow combination (all from
Bidford) caused Rob Mousley's death. The
tug and the glider on tow, though damaged,
separated and landed safely. In an unrelated
accident the same day, David Brown died in
a winch launch accident at South Wales GC.
RAFGSA pilot lan Bentley was killed in a
winch launch accident at Four Counties GC
in August. And on September 14, two pilots
died in a collision between Nympsfield's
Pawnee and a Cirrus, both operating out of
Aston Down. The tug was flown by Malcolm
Gay, a member of both clubs, and Cotswolds
member Peter Teader was in the Cirrus .
Investigations continue into all five fatalities.

Royal welcome for Team
MEMBERS of this year's successful British
Gliding Team will meet BGA Patron The
Duke of Edinburgh at Buckingham Palace on
Tuesday, November 27 , 2001.

d.g.roberts@lineone.net

Keeping a watching brief on
AS S&C WE1 T to press in ea rl y September,
Britain had just d -·cl ared it 2,000th case of
th e in fec ti o us li vesto k disease, foot-<mdmouth. N ea rl y four million an imals have
been sl aughtered in a b id to co ntain th e
outbreak, des ·ribed by th e BBC as the
world's worst. Whil e th e ep idemi c app ared
to have peaked at th e end of March , new
case s w e re still be ing identifi ed in
Northum ber land during September.
Most cl ubs ar now o pera tion<JI aga in ,
rl ton Moor G
is still hut.
although
Midland
C is back cross-cou ntry and
N orth W ales G h<1s returned to its site .
Th e B A Exe uti ve at its meeting on
Sept mher 5 wcls disappointed to note th e
res urge nce of ca ses in c rtJin areas.
Fl ecau se o f thi s deve lop ment it wa s not felt
poss ibl e to introduce any further relaxatio ns
to the current position.
That position, which has been pu b li c i ed
over th e summ er to clubs and on th e BG A
w ebsi te is re-stated verbatim (rig ht). For any
furth er upd ates, see www.g licling.co .uk
If you r clu b has suffe red because o f th e
disease, a li st of sources of h lp is at:
www. dcfra .gov. uk!foo ta ndrnouthl recoveryl
index. htm

STOP PRESS

foot-an~ d-mouth

Modifications to the BGA Executive ban on
cross-country flying (statement first published on the BGA website, July 10, 2001 ):
Th e rei<J xing of the ban o n cross-country
fl y in g has proved succe~ sful , and fol low ing a
number of o utl andings during th e c lu b class
nation als without pmbl erns with th e f<Jrming
co mmunity th e BGA Executive Co mmittee
furth er r e l ,~ x es th e ban as follows.
Furth er areas outside th e mJps o f infected
www.defra.go v.ukl
areas : refe rence
foot an dmo u th!c ases!fmclc a seslm a p. c1 sp
[NB: a new URL. The page had moved- Ed]
In th ese furth er area s pil ots may fl y crosscou ntry su bj ect to th e conditi o ns alrea dy
o utlined on th , BGA web pages (o r see
Au gust-Septc mbcr 200"1 , Ban lifted outside
infected areas, p1 3), and subj ect to th e
restri ctions be low.
And th e fo llowi ng is reiter<Jted:
The m<1 ps should be checked daily to
ascerta in the latest areas of infectio n.
lt sho uld be rem embered th at eJc h cross country pi lot is an amba ssador to th e BGA,
to maintain the relation ship o f th e fJrming
community on which we re ly so heav ily.
Cross-country fl)' ing wi ll not take place
ove r infec ted areas, or th rough narrow

corrido rs between infec ted areas.
Fo r c larity, corrid ors of le th an 15 mil es
to be con sidered ' narrow'.
There could be a £5,000 fin e from autho riti es for infringement of infec ted areas.
Indi vid ual c lubs operating fro m airfields
th at allow access to stock o r have unfenced
ro ads givin g access to airfi elds, w hich contain stock, are not co vered by thi s relaxation.
All clubs must be dili ge nt on their· part in
the preventi o n o f any sp rea d of the disease
and effec tive 'ma ts ' must be in place at ALL
ai rfields. Club managements are remind ed
that to be effective 'mats ' require at least
dail y maintenance and should rem ain w et
with a di sin fectant product (during prolonged hot weather this may require twi ce
dail y maintenJnce or mo rel.
The ' mats' ca n be of a ca rpet m<~te ri a l or
straw long enough to be effective for th e
whole c ircumference of anv whee led traffi c
'
using the airfield .
Retri eve traffic mu st ca rry o ut an dfe tive
disinfectant procedure.
Any questions or concern s uf the location
and operation of individu J I c lubs c an be
cl i rccted to:
harryandmarjorie@mirld leto n 700. fsnet. eo. uk
Sailplane & Gliding

JEZ Hood (felt), Silver Medallis t in the Junior Worlds .
gives the end-of-competition speech in the Junior
Nationals at Aston Down. which he won. AI Kay won
the 15-Metre Nationals at Booker. which was moved to
the end of August because of foot-and-mouth. The
winner of the Midland Regiona/s was Paul Crabb. First
in the Inter-Services Open Class was T Mitche/1 while
A Jelden won the Span Class. Gransden winners were
Norman Parry (Club Class) and Chris Starkey (Sport
Class). Duns table Regionafs Blue Class was won by
John Jeffries (PI) and Red Class by Paul Rackham.
The Mountain Soaring Competition at Deeside was
won by Phi/ King . The winner of the rescheduled
Tibenham Regiona/s was John Wilton . Results tables
and further reports in the December-January issue

Time to own up on airspace
IF YOU 'VE ever infringed co ntroll ed ai rspace in th e UK, th e C ivil Av iation Authority
is askin g you to own up - in confidence.
lt has ju st launched an 18-month project,
O n Tra ck, in a bid to understand why airspace in frin gements happen. Run by three
independent pilots with previous exp rience
of co nfidential pro jects, it ai ms to tackle the
probl em by asking the peop le at the sharp
end : pilots and air tratfi c controllers.
Infrin gements, when an aircraft enters
airspJ ce without pe rmission, ca n delay
comm erc ial flights and even threaten safe ty,
but the reaso ns why they occur <Jre not well
unci rstood.
Th e thr ee pil o ts, D av id Esson, Mike 1\Jash
and Chris Goulcl, hope to ga th er enough
new inform ati o n to form conclusions about
th e r asons for infringements, and make
reco mmendations o n how to redu ce th em.
Th ey hope th e proj ec t w ill h lp to enhance
safety, increase awa reness and ven improve
GA access to controll ed airspace.
Onl y disidentified data w ill be made

ava il abl e to the CAA and, ii yo u w ant, yo u
can contribute anony mously via CHIRP.
" The w hole o bj ec t of the scheme is to
prevent future inc idents, no t to apportion
blame for infringements th at have already
occurred ," says Rod Dean, H ea d of th e
CAA's General Aviation D epartment.
During 2000, th ere were 343 repo rt ed
airspace infringements in th e U K. Of these,
27 wer e Airproxes ('11 of whi c h were
assessed as bein g ri sk bea rin g) and 178
resulted in class A or D Control Zon e or Area
being infringed - 60 of which w ere near
Stansted.
The team's website can be accessed at
www.flyontrack.co. uk it gives bac kgro und
information and lets visitors- wh eth er or not
you've infringed airspace- discuss th e top ic
and put forward your ow n propos als.
Reports and sugges tions ca n also be
forward cl to th e group throu gh e-m ail at
on track " cwcom .net Freephone or tax on
0800 328 0792 and Freepost to: ' Freepost
Fly On Track' (no stamp required ).

End of an era

Missing trophies

WE ARE sorry to report the deaths of two
international figures in gliding .
Norman Eltison , for many years resident
in the USA, died in August at the Seattle Air
Museum. He was the author of the standard
textbook : British Gliders and Sailplanes:
1922-1970. Originally a worker at Slingsby's
factory in Kirkbymoorside , he left the UK as
part of the brain drain .
Kakuichiro Harada, who died in July, was
a leading instructor ; author of manuals on
glider operations and maintenance ; and
airworthiness inspector to the J'apan Civil
Aviation Board. In 1986 he was awarded the
FAI Tissandier Diploma and in 1996, aged
83, he fulfilled a life's ambition by flying a
Minimoa, a type he first saw when Wolf Hirth
took it to Japan 60 years earlier.
(Thanks to Chris Wills and Geoff Moore)

THE BGA Competitions Committee
would be delighted if you could help
to locate one and a half BGA
Trophies, which have gone missing in
the last couple of years. The Pan Am
Trophy and the base of the Eon
Trophy, both normally awarded as
prizes in the Standard Class
Nationals, were last seen at
Husbands Bosworth a couple of
years ago and extensive enquiries
since have not revealed their whereabouts. Would all competitors and
competition officials please take time
out to see if either of these items is
hiding away in a cupboard somewhere at your club or house? Please
contact Barry at the BGA office
(Barry@gliding.co.uk) if you can help.

October - November 2001

THE FAI International Young Artists Contest
has been won twice in five years by UK
entrants . lt aims to promote interest in air
sports, and next year's theme is "Silent
Flight". For details , contact Sheelagh Bailey,
c/o Royal Aero Club at the BGA address .
The deadline for entries is March 14, 2002.
For news of the RAeC Trust's 2001
Photographic competition , which has just
started , see www.royalaeroclubtrust.org
TWO Finnish pilots are flying a Stemme
S10-VT from Helsinki to Cape Town to mark
the start of the World Championships at
Mafikeng in December. Airline pilot Tapio
Savolainen and Stemme owner Anssi Soila
hope to complete the 13,000km journey on
October 6 (www.glidingmagazine.com)
COCKPIT cameras could be used with
Black Box data equipment to analyse fatal
accidents , according to the AAIB. The British
Airline Pilots Association said it did not
object to cameras trained on instruments but
would strongly resist any attempt to film
pilots (Air and Business Travel News)
DUXFORD, part of the Imperial War
Museum, has been given £9 million by the
Heritage Lottery Fund for a £19 million Air
Space project telling the story of Britain 's
aviation/aerospace industry. BAE Systems is
contributing £5 million (www.iwm.org.uk)
THE WORLD 'S first dead-stick landing by a
commercial digital fly-by-wire aircraft in
actual operation was carried out by Captain
Robert Piche in August. The authorities are
investigating why a two-year-old Air Transat
Airbus A330-200 bound for Lisbon from
Toronto ran out of fuel several minutes
before landing at the closest airport, Terceira
in the Azores . A leak in a failed fuel line is
suspected. Company oHic.ials praised the
pilots and crew and promised to refund the
passengers' fares (www.transat.com)
A PASSENGER-CARRYING commercial
Zeppelin has flown for the first time since the
1937 Hindenburg disaster. The new
airship , filled with inert Helium , takes
12 passengers paying up to £200 each on
one-hour tourist flights (www.zeppelin-nt.com)
WINNER of the BGA 1000 Club Lottery's
July draw was GH Chamberlain (£52.75).
Runners-up (each winning £1 0.55) were:
B Cleugh; RH Dixon ; GC Cole ; WM Cooper
and A Thomas . The August draw's winner
was R Barrett (£52 .00) , with runners-up
(each winning £1 040) : CM Greaves ;
P Gresham ; NC Morland; A Shearer
and C Robinson.
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BGA AGM, Conference
and Dinner 2002
Eastwood Hall Conference Centre, Nottingham

Saturday 23rd February
By Popular Demand ...
This year we are again using the Eastwood Hall Conference Centre. The facilities were
found to be excellent and , as last year, the BGA will have exclusive use of the Conference
Centre for the weekend.

Year 2002 Conference
The programme is presently being put together for the Conference. Speakers include
Paul McCready, Lembit Opik, and Tilo Holighaus.
The Conference will start about 9:30am, with a full day of informative and entertaining
lectures, exhibition , and glider display. During the afternoon there will be the BGA AGM ,
and also time to spend looking around the exhibition stands.
As usual , the Conference is FREE.
The Dinner in the evening is always a very popular event, and t~ ckets are limited (to 250).
lt is strongly recommended you book early. To speak after the Dinner we have Brian
Lecomberof Firebird Aerobatics Ltd , former British Freestyle Aerobatic Champion.

Conference Centre Includes Leisure Facilities
The accommodation and facilities are of a hotel standard , and the price has been held at
the same price as the last 3 years - £30 per person B&B (based on two sharing). There
are also leisure facilities , including swimming pool and Jacuzzi. For accommodation
bookings, please contact Eastwood Hall directly- Tel: 01773 532532 , Fax : 01773 532533.
For more information on the venue, check their web pages:
www.cceonline.co. uk/Pagesl eastwood.html .

Book Early to Avoid Disappointment
Lunch will be available at £13 for a hot and cold buffet, or £5 for ro lls/sandwiches (prebookings required). Unlimited tea/coffee/biscuits/snacks are available throughout the day
for a small charge of £5 . This can be ordered on the day.
Dinner in the evening is strictly by ticket only. The cost is £22.50 per person. For more
information and to book your tickets for 2002, call Claire at home (01280 705741 ), or on
her mobile (07887 548913), or email: claire@gliderpilot.net
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Your letters
Beware of wires -after landing
HAVING read th e artic le in the Aprii-May
issu e of S&G (Why you should beware of
wires, p2CJ), it oc urred to me that th ere
would be a cruel irony if a glider pilot
survived such a field landing onl y to be
injured, or worse, by electrocution.
Particularly clS on the day in questi o n
I had my finger o n th e button, abou t to try to
re-energise the overhead lin e damaged by
the glider.
So I thought it mi ght be useful to let pilots
kn ow about th ~, inh eren t danger that sti 11
ex ists from el tricity overhead I ines even
after su ·h an in c iden t.
Throughout th e United Kingdom th ere
wi 11 be variations from one co mpany to
another but, bearing in mind that we are
focused on gett in g th e li ghts back on, it
is no rmal pr<1ctice to attem pt to re-energise
ove rh ead c ircu its Jftcr a delay of
1S minutes.
Thi s I S-minute de lay gives time for any
damage reports to be phoned through to the
electri city company.
Electricity companies wi ll always advise
th Jt, fo llow in g an in c id ent in vo lv ing
damage to overhead lin es, a safe distance of
around 15 metres should be maintained
from th e condu ctors until such time as they
have been isolated and proven dead.
So pl ease do not be tem pted to return to
your glider to check th at your logger i!i still
working'
In some p<Hts of the country, where the
high voltage netwo rk is ea rth ed by a
Peter en coil , it is poss ibl e to have one HV
conductor on th e gro und, wh ich is potentially live at full system vo lts'
Again , it is important to maintain th e safe
dist<Jnce fro m th se conductors until it is
declared safe to approach th em.
During the last couple of years I am aware
of a number of dangerous occurrences,
w here tow ropes or winch cab les have made
co nt et with live electricity lines.
In one case, club members pulled the
winch cab le off he overhead lines before
th e sys tem had been made Silf . This is
definitely not th e route to old age!
Club safety officers should take tim e to
consi der the possible sources of danger in
th e area around th e club airfield and, w here
th ere is a poss ible dange r, then co nsult w ith
th e loca l electrici ty company. Th ey can help
you make a risk assessment and w ill give
adv ice on actions to avoid danger from the
electri city network .
Where any risk is identifi d, it shou ld be
part of the club's emergen -y procedures to
know what actions to take, who to contac t,
and wh at informJti on to pass.
The clay that this in iclent occurred had to
be at least reasonable for soaring - after all ,
I w as sitting in the electri city compa ny
control ce ntre on a 12 -hour clay shift, so
that was a guara ntee of good co ndition s'
5Jfe landings.
Paul Butcher, MElTON MOWBRAY,
Leicestershire
October - November 2001

S&G readers have tracked down Wild Goose. Peter Scoff 's old 0/y 419. to Staffordshire GC Here she is pictured

at Nympsfield in 1960. Where was she post Sir Peter Scott and pre-Pat Ladd?

Wild Goose caught
WITH reference to Pa t Ladd 's letter h aded
Wild Goose Chase (A ugust-S eptember
2001, p9), hi s Oly 419 has been based at
Staffordshire GC for some 25 years, firstly at
Morridge and now at Seighford.
Its original sy ndi ca te comprised Frank
Davies, Bill Ferguson, Peter Foster and
Cedric Meir. Informatio n is from Ced ric who
is the only one st ill with SGC, so presumably
it was bought from Pat Ladd and has been
with us ever since.
An incident that occurred soon after th e
arrival of the 419 at Morridge was a practi ce
outlanding by Frank Davi es in th e va ll ey
close to a prominent peak called Hen
Cloud. Thi s was a vcrv brave action , since
th e valley ha s few l a n~l abl c fi elds. The o nl y
possibilities were two ad jacent fields: one
full of cows and one mpty. Frank landed in
the empty field. Unfortu n t ly it was reall y
only one field - what appea red to be a
hedge wJs just a few bushes alongside a
shallow ditch w hi ch the cow breached at a
rate of knots. The CFI (C harl es W ebb) overfl ew th e 419 to recce th e situation and on
hi s return reported that Fran k was runnin g
round and round th e glider wav ing hi s arms
like <1 mani Jc to keep 16 curio us cows at
bay. This story is still recounted at the club
by elderl y ex-Morri dge pilots like me.
Over th e yeJrs Wild Goose has had a
number of owners and has given them many
Badge fli ghts. The current owners are John
Abbott and G ra ham Bowes, w ho are enj oying some good soaring flights. The glid er is
all eged ly in as good a condition as it has
ever been due to some ex ce ll en t fettling by
John Abbott over some yea rs. In fact, John
was awarded a citation and cup by Chris
Wills of th e Vinta ge GC in about 1995 for
the restoration of th e 4'19, its trail er and for
dev isin g much-n e ded handlin g , ids.
According to John's long-suffering wife, he is
either at the club or in th e ga 1·age fettling.
We recently received an interesting letter
from an 80-year-old temporJry member (ex
RN), which gave a clue as to how the O ly
419 ca me to be called Wild Goose. This

gentlema n had a 22-minute fli ght in a K-1 3
and w hen he landed fell over a big blue
glider inscribed Wild Goose. He enqui red
about it and was told that it had once
belonged to Sir Peter Scott. He wrote to th e
club th ankin g us for the flight and asking for
a photograph of th e gli der as a se ntimental
mem ento. He was on board Jn RN cruiser
off An zio in 1944 wh en it WJ S torp edoed
and sunk in February of that yea r. After th e
order to abandon shi p he was resc ued by a
small warship skippered by a certain Peter
Scott w hose ship was named Wild Goose.
Small world!
Further resea rch indicated th at thi s O ly
419 w<Js built for Peter Scott in 19S9 and
was flown by him to c irca 1964 . In thi s tim e
Peter Scott achi eved Diamond height in th e
419. He also becam
Bri ti sh Gliding
Champion in 19!i3 by wi nnin g wh,lt Jre
now known as The Nat ion Z~ Is flying at
Las hJm in \1\lild Goose.
Pat \_Jdd acqu ired the 419 in 1971 -does
any one know what it was doin, post Peter
Scott (1964) and pre Pat Ladd (197 1)?
Roy Goodwin (Staffordshire GC),
STOKE-ON-TRENT, Staffordshire

More on the Oly 419
I READ w ith interest Pat Ladd's letter in the
last 58:G. That morn ing - June 3, 1974 - I
was towed from lnkpen (now Rivar Hill ) to
South Marston and, releas ing at 1,500ft,
I flew to Las ham for my Sil ver C crosscountry. Thi s was, incidentally, my 99th
glider fli ght.
After gettin g my l<mding certifi cate signed,
I was aero towecl to 2,000ft mu ch aga in st my
better judgment (I was very inrxpericnced,
with only about 50hrs p·1) and flew with
some difficulty again st a headw ind back to
lnkpen. I just man aged to get over th e trees
at th e north-eas t of th e sire, and landed on
the short runwJy to see another O ly 4 '19
coming towar·d s me. My reco ll ect ion is th at
we fortunately stopped before meeting.
This must sure ly be th e even t that Pat
refers to, as it was th e first time I had ever
see n Jnothcr 419. I owned mine, w ith
;,7

Your letters
> , pa rtne r, from December '1973 to M ay
1975, und hi s comments rega rdin g heavy
w in ~s are we ll remember d - espec ially by
my back!

Tony Mattin, HOLYBOURNE, Hants

Cockpit drills go OTT
A FURTHER addit io n to th e cockp it rlrills
from Roy Ferguson-Da lling (Hi, Roy! ) and
M ike Sesema nn . it has co me iro m my
th ea trical pas t (lu vvy, dahling) as il stilge
manager: "OTI". Backstage it was rese rved
ior an actor w ho was overdoi ng th e actin g (a
regular occ urrence): th ey were sa id to be
go ing a bit " Over The Top". Now I use OTI
to check three thin gs th at I can 't see or get to
o nce I' m st rapped in:
O-xygen bottl e (fill ed and turn ed ON)
T-apes (removed from static vents, total
energy probe, etc)
T-ai l dolly (removed) and Tailplane (fastened on).

Phil Swallow, LYDBROOK, Glos

to be a hea lthy, edu ca tion al zmd interest in g
hobby - one of my many act iviti es - and to
those peop le who exp ress surprise I always
quote the example of a fri end w ho tours th e
co untry o n Satu rd<Jys for much of th e year
fo ll owing the fortunes of a particular footbal l team!
I have now visited every civil gliding clu b
in England, Wales, and Sco tland, and, by
appointment, th e majority of RAFGSA lubs
and RAF Volunteer Glid ing Schools. The
main point of my letter is to say a big thank
vou to al l th ese clubs and members for their
hospitality and support. All gliding estab li shments, large and small , c ivil and military,
have been bri lliant: - hanga rs Jnd trail ers
have been opened espec iall y fo r me, and
pilots and own r have gone ou t of th eir
way to show m gliders of particul ar vin tag
or oth er interest.
I have also put th e tent up at a number of
sites, and gliding club breakfa sts, w here
available, are greatly to be recomm ended.

MY HUSBAND'S

ONLY BEEN UP
TWICE-AND THE
SECOND TIME IT
BLEW HIS HAT

OFF !!

Julian Woody, HEADINGTON, Oxford

Soaring Australia
IT WAS great to see su h an exce ll en t <Jrti cle
on flying gliders in Au stralia (\!\liza rd Soaring
in Oz, August-Septembcr 200 1, p34). There
ar·e just a coup le of minor points, th ough,
w hich
I
thou ght
worth
eo m menti ng on .
Dehydration is a very rea l prob lem for
pil ots in Oz. Apart from th e hi gh temperJtures, the air is typi ca ll y very dry and at the
higher altitudes you often attain here, the
loss of moisture thro ugh the lungs and
sw ea ting can be very hi gh. W e have been
weighing pil ots before and aft r cross coun try fli ghts and we ight losses of up to 6 ki los
have b en recorded, w ith ~i-4 kil os bein g
typica l. We recomm end carrying at least
four litres of water w ith you in th e cockpit
(in more than one container) and a further
six litres stored on board in case of landout.
Anoth er matter that cou ld be considered
is ca rrying a personal t'me.rgency beacon
(EPIRB) with you in ase of a landout in
inhosp itJb le terrain. it's highly unlikely th at
you w ill ever need it but if you were to get
lost and land out, it's ni ce to know that your
w h reabo uts w ill quickly be noted and
prompt recovery action taken. EPIRBs are
relatively chea p here and ca n sometimes be
rented by th e week .
Fin all y, ju st to make you r mouth water, my
c lub (Canberra GO has therm als year
round, shea r line and shear wave li ft, as well
as lee w ave to 35,000ft and limited slope
soaring. There are many other clubs with
exce llent soar ing conditions bu t also limited
to weekend operations. Come and try it!

John White (Chief Coach, NSW South),
DEAKIN, Australia

Thanks from an enthusiast
I FELT compe ll ed to wr ite to th e BGA
following 4S yeJ rs as an aircraft enthusiast,
travell ing around the count ry noting c.Jown
registration~ and BGA numb rs. Sli ght ly
eccentric? Maybe - but then I consider this
8

Gliding reaches Clacton
SINCE retiring from in structin g I have been
trying to raise money for the prostate cancer
scanner for use Jt Clacton hospital.
I'd like to thank Ca mbridge GC and all the
members who helped us fly a doctor and
two nurses. They raised about £2, 500 by
flying 118 loops w ith Mike Woollard
- parti cular thank s to him, to chJirman John
Rogers and treasurer Eddi Ba ker.
I thought th
postcard (see ri ght),
purchased on Clacto n's sunny sea front,
would show that gliding has Jrriv ed at
Clacton! I can o nl y im ag in e that th e speech
bubb le refers to her husba nd having two
flights in the open cock pit T-2 ·1.

John Wood, CLACTON-ON-SEA, Essex

Get your maths up to speed
I READ with great interest JJy Rebheck's article on cross-country basi cs (Get your soaring up to speed, June-July 200 1, p30) and
his recommendation to fl y aboul 1Okt less
than MacCreJdy theory suggests in order to
im prove th e probabi lity of comp leti ng the
fli ght. This concept was publish ed in S&C in
FebruJry 1963 by Or Anthony Ed wa rd s of
th CUGC under th e title Festina Lente (Vol
XIV, No 1, p12) and so was somewhat
before j ay's ti me.
I recentl y reworked th e ca lcul ations for
sa i Ipl anes more modern th an the Doctor's
Swa ll ow and indeed th e increase in probability of arri va l (poa) for a mode t decrease
in cruis speed is remarkabl e. For an ASW
20 in 3k t lift, a cruise speed of 80kt gives an
average speed of 42.8kt for a poa of 60. 7%.
Reducing th e crui se speed to 70kt reduces
the average speed to 41 .8kt but ra ises th e
poa to 72.9v;.) . Small loss and big gain.
In creasing the crui se speed to 90kt red uces
the average speed to 4·1.8kt, the same as at
70 kt bu t the poa fa lls to only 42.6'X,
The advantages of fl ying slow ly should
be obvious.

Gliding meets the seaside postcard. bought on the
seafront at Ctacton (see Gliding reaches Ctacton, left)

Even a ra th er o ld-fashioned K- 6 R ca n
improve its poa from 37 .6% t 53.3% by
red ucing cru ise speed from 55kt to 45kt
wi th a redu cLion in average speed from
31 .7kt to 29.5kt. Ag ain sma ll loss, big gain.
In a simil ar but more complex ve in,
Techni ca l Soarin g (Vo l 23, No 3, )ul y '/ 999)
publi shed an arti cle by John Cochrane who
used
Stoc hastic
Theory
to
ex tend
M acCready theory to handle un ·e rtu in lift
and limited altitud e. Th is is cons iderably
more comp lex th an Or Edwards ' paper but
th e auth or does prov ide a set of simp le rules
for th e p i lot to follow.

Myles lemon, BALLWIN, USA

Instead of tyres ...
DAV /0 WilliJm s wants a replacement for
the ubiquitous car tyre? (Eradicate th is
outdated crop, August-September 2001, p8).
it was the reference to the ca r bonnet that
provided th e Jnswer: "waterpr >Of, e<1s ily
c leaned, and fairly mobile with a scratchproof surface".
Tri ed the wife or girlfriend, mate?

leigh Youdale, ELDERSUE, NSW, Australia

Assigned Area Tasks
MIKE Young's article (About Assign 'ri Area
Tasks, June-July 2000, p33) made useful
reading. In Jul y this year I flew a num ber o f
AATs during J competiti on in Germany
w here th e loca l rul es included a S'Yo d istance bonus ior landing at an airfi eld (thi s
struck me as an excellent reJson to Jvoid
rJ cing towards a fi eld landing) o r a 15%
bonus for landing back at th e comretition
si te. Covering as many ki lometres as possibl e in th e brieiecl task tim e is, of co urse, th e
Jim of an /\AT, but an in centive to get home
ccrt<Jinly adds to th e experien e and in my
Sailplane & Gliding

view encou rages pi lo ts to fly an AAT as it
was poss ibly first envisaged - J way to give
p il ots the opportun ity and respo nsibili ty to
expa nd th e bas ic set task as they fee l th e
wea th er and th eir experience all ows, but at
the sa me time signi fican tl y limi ting the be nefit of a " lucky break" free dist;m ce leg Jnd
resulting outl andi ng.
Pete Stratten, BRACKLEY, Northants

Dates for your diary
Event

Location

Dates

Weather, maps and navigation for pilots

27th Worlds

Sou th Af rica

Dec t B-3 1

This GASCo seminar on Nov 24 at the Met OHice. Bracknell .

2nd Club Class Worlds

Germany

Au gus t 2002

will focus on services \hat help pilots better understand fore-

Europeans

Hungary

2002

casting and maps . 11 a1ms to prevent over-reliance on GPS.

3rd Junior Wo rlds

Slovakia

2003

The £55 cost includes lunch. Contact Ot634 200203 o' ematl

2nd Women 's Worlds

Czech Republic

2003

john.campbell@gen-av-safetydemon.co.uk tor more details .

4th World Class Worlds

New Zealand

2003

Memories of World War Two

Winston Churchill Travelling Fellowships

I HATE to di sa buse th e sp lend id flights of
f<mcy i n Barry Furness' description (AugustSeptember 200 1, p5) of 0 Day, but History
dema nds - and th e ed itor has ins isted - that
I offer J few min or corrections:
·1. Since "ea rl y mornin g dew" is men ti on ed,
we arc clear ly talkin g of the first li ft in the
ea rly hou rs of June 6. Thi s lift was en ti re ly at
nigh t, comp leted we ll before dawn.
2. Nu " dew on th w ings" eit her. As G/C
Stagg's Forecast for Overl ord records and, as
we ma rshall ed our Ha li faxes ancl Horsas
along th e Ta rra nt Ru shto n run way on the
afternoon o f June 5 (no p icket ing around the
airfie lds, either) a vigoro us cold fron t had
gone thro ugh the previ ous night and it was
w indy and overcas t. A litt le ridge ahead of
the xpec ted next wa rm fron t arrived just in
time ior D Day, the w ind aba tin g and th e
c loud slow ly c lea ring.
3. I on ly fl ew as a pJssenge r on HorsJ and
Hami lcar training circuits but I wi ll swear
that our marve ll ous gli de r pil ots did not w ear
parachutes. How cou ld th eyl
To end thi s note w ith a little vignette irom
th at summer: I well reca ll my Ha li fax ski pper, T<1ffy D<Jvies, telling me th,l t hi s great
glider p il ot friend, w ho m we la ter towed to
Arnh em, got himself grounded in July or
August 1944 for th erm all ing a full y-l oaded
H am il car, with tank ins ide, up to c l o u clb C~ s e
w hen he was mea nt to be do ing circui ts
<Jnd bumps.
David Carrow (sometime Navigation
Leader, 298 Squadron), Hampshire
Please send letters - marked "for p ublica tion • - to
the editor at the address on the contents page or
to: he le n @sandg.dircon .co .uk Please include your
telephone number and full postal address. The
deadline for the next issue is October 16

BGA AGM and Conference

If you 're British and think overseas travel could benefit your

On February 23, 2002. this will. following recent successes .

job . gliding club or community. why not investigate one these

host many famous aviation names , inclu ding speakers such

fellowshi ps? The applications deadline is Oct 24 . Tel 020

as Paul MacCready and Brian Lecomber. See p6 far details.

7584 9315 for details or apply on· line at www.IVcm r.org.uk

WIN a flying suit from Ozee
WHEN S&G reviewed the Ozee Exeat
flying suit last year (December 2000January 2001 , p14), our guinea pig,
Cairngorm GC's Ray Lambert (seen
right in the suit), concluded: " I can
recommend this multi-purpose flying
suit for practicality and comfort in
cold conditions".
Now Ozee has teamed up with S&G to
offer one lucky reader the chance of
winning an Ozee Exeat in your choice
of available sizes and colours. The first
correct answer to be drawn out of the
bag on November 5 will win the flying
suit plus an Ozee fleece balaclava. Two
runners-up, the next to be drawn out,
will each get a fleece balaclava.
To enter, just answer the following
questions correctly (all relate to times
when warm clothing could be required,
and the answers are all in this issue):
1. Name three of the symptoms of
hypoxia, as described by AI Eddie
2. Name the three wave soaring
techniques recommended by Phil King
3. What is the correct identification for
oxygen cylinders?

Send your answer on a postcard to:
Ozee Competition /Sailplane & Gliding
c/o BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan
Way, LEICESTER LE1 4SE, and include
your name, address and phone number.
Your entry should reach us by Nov 2.
Rules: One entry per person. BGA employees and
representatives of Ozee are ineligible to enter

Ozee Flying Suits
Tried and teste d throughout the UK and be yond the Ozee fly ing suit has become an important part of the glide r pilots winter wardrobe . Whethe r yo u are gliding at 20,000 feet or pa rt of the ground crew an Ozee suit will
keep you warm and dry.
The rmal lined to w ithstand freezing te mpe ran1res • Breathable and w ate rproof oute r fabric
Available in 8 sizes and made to measure serv ice • Available in 3 sty les and many colo urs

Prices start from £95.00 inclusive of VAT and postage • Visit our web site

@

www.oz ee.co.uk

For colour brocb,u re contact

Ozee Leisure
RIO 497 London Road, Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex SSO 9LG. Tel/Fax: 01702 435735
October - November 2001
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McLean Aviation
The Aerodrome, Rufforth, York, Y023 3NA
Tel: 01904 738 653 • Fax: 01904 738 14 6 • Mobile: 07802 674 498
e.mail: mcleanav@supanet.com • DG Web Site: www.dgflugzeugbau.de

Web site: mclean-aviation.com
Full repair and maintenance service for major work in GRP, Carbon, Kevlar and wood.
Modifications, C. of A. renewals, re-finishing and general maintenance.
Sole agents for DG Flugzeugbau and AMS Flight in the UK and Eire

<3t

CAMBRIDGE AERO INSTRUMENTS

CAMBRIDGE INSTRUMENTS - The choice of Champions - Leaders in innovative technology

Cambridge Introduce the 300

Se~ries

Flight Instruments

The 300 Series instruments will redefine flight instrumentation . Combining
the experience gained over the years with the latest advancements in
transducer technology, we have designed an instrument famil'y that
combines high sensitivity with instantaneous response, packaged in a
57mm case. lt will set the standard for the next ten years.
The 300
• 301 • 302 • 303 -

Series of instruments comprises:
Variometer with Altimeter, Audio & Speed to Fly in a 57mm package
As the 301 but incorporating a GPS & Secure Flight Recorder
The existing GPS/NAV Display Screen with New Firmware

The first 300 Series instrument, the 301, is planned to be in production by Summer 2001 and will join the
existing LNAV, GPS/NAV and PocketNav in the Cambridge inventory
Tel:

Designed and Manufactured by:

Fax:

Tel:

(802) Cambridge Aero Instru ments (802)
(44) 01865
496 77 55
PO Box 1420, Waitsfield
496 6235
841441
Vermont, USA 05673-1420
www.cambridge-aero.com
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Represented by:

Fax:

RD AVIATION

(44) 01865
842495

Unit 25, Bankside
Kidlington , Oxon OX5 1JE

Sailplane & Gliding

Dev.eiQ ment news

Protecting children, protecting airspace
Child protection in sport
RESf'O,'-!SE to my pi ece (/\ugust-September
20()1, pl2) about the need for a Child
Pro! ocLi on Poli cy has hcc•n magnifi ce nt! At
least o n ~ oliding c lub has had su ch c1 poli cy
in pl ace for over a year and Sport EngiJnd
has produ ced
an
,1dv isory
bookl et
Safe:;!juarding the W elfare of Childrt'n in
Sport. Governin g IHJclies for sport ;1re not
only required to h;w e a policy in pl,1ce
but also an Action Plan showing hO\<V that
policy will be turned into prac ti ce.
Accordingly, ,1n Executive Committee
working group is now working on guidelines
to IJe m,1cle available in due course to all
member clubs.
Although recommend ati o ns have bee n
,1dvi sury ·:1nd not compul so ry so far, Sport
Engl,1ncl is now Jpplying further pressure
and alreadv one c lub has been told that it
must hzwe' <1 sJtisf,lctory Child l1 rotection
Poli cy in place bdorco ZHly grant offer Glll be
m <lcle. This has now become an import<lnt
1ssue Jnd if vour club needs further advice,
please contJ~t the BCA office.

North Wales GC, Llanti silio
In spite n f hJving its p l,111ning ap f ea I uph eld
in January, th e orth W,1lcs GC h,ls rlllly just
reco rnm cn ced
fl)•i ng
<1t
LI:Jntisi I io.
Exceptionally wet w eather follow~o·d by f'ootanci-Mouth Disease res tri ction s effc ctive lv
closed the field fron1 November 2000 Unt{l
August 2001.
The c lub has now sign ed Lett e1·s of
A greement (LoA) with its neighbouring
<lirfield, L.l,llldt; gl,l and has agreed to the
cst,1blishment of an Air Traffic Zone (ATZ) of
2nm x 1 nm x 2000ft above Jirfield level
over both L1,1ndegla and Llantisilio.
Sep<1ration of powered ,1 irc:r;1ft <111d gliders
is rnainte1 in ed and mutu al safety of operation s is fc~cilitatcd by the LoA. Club gliders
Jre all win ch l,1unch ed and conduct their
c ircuit s to the south whil e Uancl c>gld t1·a ific
flies all its circuits t·o the north.
Gliders wishing to land at Llantisilio are
requi red to avoid entering th e Llandegla
airspace, as indicated on the plan (a bove
right and, enlarged, right). Gliders soari ng
the Clwydian Hills, please note.
Fo r further information, contact CFI Davicl
Holt on 0151 356 3720.

Doncaster Finningley Airport
Pee l Holdings' application fo r plilnnin g
permission for a commercial airport on the
fo rmer RAF base at Finningley ha s been
" ca ll ed in" by th e Secretary of StJte and a
publi c inquiry has been arranged for
September.
Th e BGA Air spa c e Committee hJs
obtain ed satisfactory Jssurances and commitments from th e deve lopers, Peel
Holdin gs , thJt consultJtion will take place
on a ll Jirspace is sues and that BGA's
12

Above and below: glider pilots should avoid Llandegla airfield's airspace, recently agreed with North Wales GC

requirem ents J ncl tho se oi its member clubs
wi 11 be protected by l.ettcrs of Agreement.
Th ese ass uril nces provid e a mu c h more
optimisti c outl no k for gliding than had prF!viously heen th e case .
A locJI public inquiry can o nly dea l with
plannin g issues and it so o n becam e app<Henl that by attending the Public Inquiry for
Finningley and in c urring co nsid erabl
expenses in th e process, the BCA co uld not
expect to sat isfy all its objectives out oi the
planning system, since Jll th e obj ections
registered to dc1te have lwen based upon the
Airsp ,1 ce implications of tlw proposed
development.
Th e ass uran ces given by Peel Holdings
commit them to co nsultin g both with the
BGA Ai rspac e Co mmittt'e drKI c~ny gliding
clubs likelv to be affected in the event of
p lan ned r;Jutin gs of c:of11mcrcial airn , ft
thruu gh C lass C <1irs pi1 Ce <~nd oi any future
c1 ppl ica tions hy th e develope rs for Cl ass D
airsp;1ce. There is also an undertaking to
accornmoclatc th e spec ial requirem ents of
gliding competitions to trc~ns it any co ntroll ed <~ irspJ ·e granted for Finningl ey.
The Airsp<1ce Committee is s,1tisfied th at
the d e vc~ lopers ' undertakings, together with
th eir oblig<1tions under the CA!\ Airspace
Charter, will enabl e gliding to continue in
that J rea with minimum res tri ctions.

Laws and Rules for Glider Pilots
Th e latest revision, Edition 1J, w as printed
in July 2001. it has a black stripe on th e
cover and is th e I<1s t updatP in th e old format. Future editions will be in a formJt to be
decided at th e 2001 Chairm en's Conference

to be held Jt Th e Soaring Centre, Husb J ncls
Flusworth on Salurc!Jy, October 27, 2001.
Any new OperationJI Reg ulation s will
rc>q uire the <lpproval of tlw AG 1v1 in F eb ru,~ry
2002.
To date, your sugges ti o ns as to how th e next
edition should be chan ged clre limi ted to :
(i ) re- ,stablish th e se ction on trail e1· law
(ii) confine ,1ll op eration al regul ati o ns tu on e
sec tion
(i ii ) mJkc thin gs ea si er to find w ith an
improv d index ing and refe rence syslem
(iv) create a new section o n GGA Codes of
Practi ce
(v) introdu ce a section of clumrny Bro nze
Badge questions with answers.
If you have rnore suggestions or criticism s o f
th e pres ent bookl et, pi JS' let us know.
Rog r Coote, BGA Development Officer
Sailplane & Gliding
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Bungying again .••
CAMPHILL'S vintage week started with an
air raid warning and explosions - one
producing a sheet of flame thJt singed the
top of the trees and an even hi gher column
of black smok e. All this on a del)' when the
local fire officer had paid a visit, to be greeteel by si gns marking "uncxplocled bombs".
For those of you ho missed it, but won't
next year, the week had a 1940s th eme with
som e of the hest parties held here in I ivi ng
memory. Spitfire - the speci<JI beer - ran out.
The statisti cs (what would S&C be without
them?) showed 30-odcl JircrJft plus more
than 55 (even oclder) pi lots. Flying cam e
into it as well: over 185 hours and 220
launch es . The highli ght of th e week? Well,
hungying at Camphill for the first tim e since
an ac c ident G1Used by someone calling out
"Let go, Peter I" (wh en Peter WdS th e name of
the pilot, of th e wingtip mJn and of th e tail
holder-downer). Mike Armstrong risk ed his
ratin g, a lot of paperwork and a committee
meeting by taking the first lau nch in th e club
K-7/1 3 and Bert Strykes in his K-4 became
th e first Dutchman to be Jble to fly below

NOTTINGHAM glider pilot Angus Watson
returned to the field near Staverton, Glos.
where he'd landed his LS7- to find thieves
had stolen his flight computer. Angus, who
was competing in the Standard Class
Nationals at Nympsfield, left the glider for an
hour to arrange a retrieve. On his retum he
found that a Compaq IPAO had been taken
from the cockpit (Nottingham Evening Post)
Bungy-launching at Camphi/1

(Peter Teagle)

his take off. When Chris Hugh es tried to
amputate a finger whilst holding a tJilskid
the triple was complete. Blood, swea t and
tears: no wonder we claim that "Vintage and
Classic Glidin g is More Fun".
FinJIIy, if you doubt that Camphill rallies
are truly internJtion al, overseas pilots have
attend cl fo r th e IJst three years. The log
sh ets showed two un expected Sp.:m ish J irc raft: the "El Spatz" and the "Oie 2b" both
appearing at a British site for the first time.
lan Dunkley, lan_dunkleyr!t)pgen.net

Round-the-world Ximango pilot reaches Britain
MONSOON storm~, "clirport arrest," interception by )ilpan ese F15s Jnc! a iive-hour
flight at 500ft over the Bering SeJ were som e
of the obstacles C erard Moss overcame to
get to the U K on his round- the-world fli ght
in a motorglider. His 1 00-day fli g ht is du e to
Lake him through 33 cour1tri s. Next, he tli cs
to Afri c<J for the lo ng st leg, 1, 30Clnm
(2,400km ) over th e South Atlantic to Flrazil.
His fli ght bega n in Rio de Janeiro in Jun e.
After cold and poor visibility in Russia,
Gerard was intercepted near Hokkaido
Island by two Japilnese F-1 Ss, which ci re led

him for 20 minutes before allowing him to
proceed to jJpan. Later, a bad storm prevented J landing at Ho Chi 1V\inh, Vietnilm
<Jnd his arrival at Nha Trang instead needed
some f<Jst talking to prevent a spell in jail.
Monsoon storms also defeat-eel his first
atten1pt to fly to Ba ngladesh.
The arrival at D n ha m uirpo rt of GerJ rd 's
lon g-winged Super Xim <1 ngo meant he had
achi eved more th an three-qua rters of the
pl an ned 3 0,000nm (55 ,000km).
Forth' pilot's cliary, log 011 to his website
at www. wingsofworlcl.com

Use pylons to support your Ladder
THE partial relaxation of foot-and-mouth
restrictions, along with some good weather
in the second half of July, yielded some
very respectable cross-country scores.
Pilots are reminded that the National
Ladder rules were modified this season to
allow the scoring of pylon tasks, so allowing clubs within restricted areas to continue
to take part in the Ladder.
Please see www.bgaladder.co.uk for full
details of the modified rules and for the very
latest scores. Club stewards who are not
yet on-line should send me their club's final
scores for the season as soon as possible
after September 30, 2001.
The top scores in each Ladder as on
August 3, 2001 were as follows:

October · November 2001

OPEN LADDER
Pilot

Club

Score

Flights

John Bridge

Cambridge

10752

4

2

Dave Gaunt

Booker

8201

4

3

Hugh Kindell

Lasham

6514

4

4

Dick Dixon

Southdown 5425

4
4

WEEKEND LADDER
John Bridge

Cambridge

6168

2

Dave Gaunt

London

5366

3

Patrick Naegeli

La sham

4993

3

4

lan Smith

BGGC

4705

4

JUNIOR LADDER
Will Harris

Cambridge

4373

4

2

Jonathan Meyer

BGGC

2952

2

3

Sam Morecraft

BGGC

1340

4

Paul Browne

Cambridge

720

1

John Bridge, National Ladder Steward

THE ORA (Farnborough) Gliding Club has
changed its name to the Crown Service
Gliding Club.
FOUR Derbyshire students have been
awarded bursaries to learn to gl.ide at
Derbyshire and Lancashire GC, which are
jointly funded by the club and the Caroline
Trust. The trust was set up to help young
people . especially girls, into the sport. This
is the first year of the scheme.
COMPETITION Enterprise was forced
by foot-and-mouth to change venue to
Suttoll Bank, Yorkshire, from North Hill,
Devon - and then still had to cancel due
to further nearby outbreaks. Instead, five
gliders held a "Meet" and after wave on
Tuesday enjoyed a warm welcome at
Rufforth, near York. John Fielden's immense
contribution to Competition Enterprise over
the years was recognised by a presentation
of a painting of him and Val flying his
Bergfalke from Exeter to East Anglia
(421 .5km) in i 970 to achieve the British
record for straight distance. Many past
Enterprisers came and some flew in.
including John Bally in his new Stemme in
which he intends to fly round the world very enterprising. www..comp-enterprise.com
MEMBERS of the Midland GC chose their
traditional end-of-task-week Saturday night
to mark the 65th birthday of the club's
longest-serving employee, Peter Salisbury.
The celebration was delayed because of the
club's foot-and-mouth shutdown. Peter, who
was presented with a pair of binoculars and
a tankard, began working for the club in
i 968, becoming full-time in i 977.
The British Aviation Preservation Council
(BAPC) has issued the second edition of
its National Aviation Heritage Register
(NAHR) listing all 'airframes' held by
organisations regularly open to the public.
These are listed alphabetically by
manufacturers and by type, from AES Lone
Ranger, Airspeed Oxford and Airspeed
Horsa (the World War Two troop-carrying
Allied glider) through to the Zurowski ZPi
(a 2-seat helicopter). lt also refers to other
aircraft, including gliders, not on the register.
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If you don't get every
issue of S&G, perhaps
you've missed :
George Mo11at on how to be a winner Ray
Payne on how to fly in the blue the longest
ever flight In a glider the world's biggest
sailplane day trips to the Isle ot Wlght and
Achnasheen Nan Worrell on the K-6
Jay Rebbeck·s series on cross-country
basics Justin Wills' flight from Cumbria to
Yorkshire holidays In Australia, New
Zealand, Venezuela, Chile, Kenya - or on a
Annish lake Derek Piggott trying out the
Colditz Cock Gavin Wllls Ups on mountain
soaring Ann Welch on 100 years of soaring
history how Chrls Oavison broke the site
barrier a day in the life of UK gliding Mel
Easlbum·s guide to British ndge sites
Afandi Darlington on winglets Platypus
what you really need to know about restoring
a glider Guy Westgate's travels ...
Some back issues can be bought from the
BGA office. But there's no need to rely ever
again on someone leaving their copy on
the clubhouse table. Ask your newsagent
or club to order enough copies, or subscribe
at the 2001 rate via the BGA (contact details
on p3). Alter all, you don't want lo miss
what we've got planned for next year•••

TaskNAV TN2000- New v2.2
• FREE! Topographic v

tor map f r

TN2000 version 2.2
• World gliding coverage. Map · will b
availab le for free down load from
www.tasknav.com
• T he top graphic map~ run on the new
ver ion v2.2 upgrade ofTN2000.
• Upgrades are avai labl to exi. ting N2000
cu tamers for £24.50 inclu ' iv . Free or
discounted upgrade. are available 1
customer who made r cent purcha e~ of
pr --vious v r ions. Se the T 2000 web !;ite
for detai ls.

• TaskNAV topographic vector mapping is
as good as any in the gliding software
world. TN2000 and other leadi ng product.
u e the same mapping ·ources and that is
the quality controlling factor.
• TN2000 2.2 product CD - £79 •
2000 upgrade to v .2 - £24.50 • TN 1.2 to TN2000 v2.2 - £50
Contact : DJ Robertson - 20 Duftield Lane - Stoke Poges- SL2 4AB - K
e-mail: rohertsondj@compuser ve.com
www.taskna v.com
tel: 01753-64353-1
14
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BENALLA -

AUSTRALIA
BENALLA · 1S the club DOWN UNDER where you can feet at home. We
oiler good flying. lellowship and a Club Atmosphere that ends the day
with a "cool dnnK w1th your fnends at the bar" In our fUlly licensed lounge
and restaurant ! You can use our Member's Computer Room for GPS
downloads, E·man and Internet. If you preler we have a Member's
Kilch911 where you can prepare your own lood.
Enjoy the sife that provides onsistenlly good lly1ng and the possib~1ty to
ach•eve thaf elusive SOOkm, 750!<m. or 1000km ll1ght or take a scenic
flight 1n the nearby 'VIctonan Alps'.
We otfer Nov1ce to Expert, Cross· Country trainmg courses and
Competil•on coaching With Duo-Discus. Whether it's Silver ·c·. Gold ·c· or
1 OOOkms !hat you are s1ming ror. then Benalla can do it for you.
Beautiful Benalla. T he Rose C1ty , Is walking distance, (500 metres), from
the airport and 11 provides for all your needs lndudlng Banks, Shopping,
24hr Supermarkets. Hotels. Library. Nice-Restaurants. Wlneries. AqvatiC·
Centre. Lake etc. A selection of accommodation adjoining the airfield Is
available mctuding 2 Motels and Inexpensive backpacker accommodation
Easy travel by road or train from Melbourne or Sydney.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

High performance fleet
Up to 13,000 feet c/oudbase
1000km flights regularly achieved
Cross-Country Training
Competition Coaching
Outback gliding safaris
Mountain flying camps
Daily temp-trace and weather briefing
Warm club atmosphere

Our Reet includes: Duo Discus. 4 x IS28. PWS. 2 x SZD51 Junior
Hornet. Mosquito, LS-?WL. Kestrel 19 2 x NlmbUs2C, LS-6b, 2 x LS·8,
DG200. Discus B, Discus 28, Ntmbus 3T and 3 Pawnee Tugs.
Take advantage of currency exchange rates and your strong pound,
enquire now to:
Gliding Club of Vfctoria
PO Box 46, BENALLA, VIe :1672. Australia
Tel: +61 357 621058 • Fax +61 357 625599
Websfte; www.glldlnq·benalla.nrg
E.mafl: qlldlngbla@cnl.com.au

YOUR CLUB AWAY FROM HOME
October - November 2001
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PLATYPUS

Way out west, where men are
men, and lift is lift
AT MINDEi\! this July I tho ught that for a
change I wou ld get Jway from the popular
milk-run down south to th e White
Mountains of Ca liforni a, spectacular
th ough they are both to look at and tu fly
over. I decided instead to fl y roughly
250km due east of Minden in the Jan us C.
There I shou ld get used to the idea of being
over terrain that offered no airfields, no
pasture, nothing.
This wa.s a form of psycho logic:11
conditioning for fu ture trips east. Any area
that you have not visited before, and which
is a mahogany colour on the map, seems
sca ry, but once you've traversed it you feel
much more confident the next time. (Wal es
had the same daunting effect on me, unti l
I followed John Jefiri es out therE' a few
yeJrs ago.) lt did help to have Car\ Herold's
new spreadsheet of Nevada landout spots,
wh ich in those vast spaces between
ai rports m nsi t of dry lakes. lt also helped
to have landed on a tiny (500 yards) dry
lake and to have acrotowed out, back in
the Hilto n W eek of 1994. Carl's team had
inspected all lhese landout spots by tourin g
arou nd in a light p lane. I thought it vvould
be handy to go out and identify these
bleak, white patches for myself, but from
a safe height.
I found Carl's dry lakes, wh ich have
many virtues, such as an absence of
runway I ights, bushes and berm s to snag
glider wings, not to mention airport
managers hostile to sailplanes. Th n, still
keen to press further east, I ran into rai n,
lots of it. You might ask, if there is so much
rain, why is th e desert not green? Well, it is
a carpet oi many colours, includi ng a lush ,
variety of greens- in spring. But in summer
most of th e ra in never reaches the ground,
but evaporates. lt takes a pr tty robust raindrop to make it all th way down th rough
two miles of dry ai r. The stuff hanging
down is ca lled virga.
So at 3pm I turned in the curtain of virga
at 15,500ft, and made for home. O ut of
curiosity I decided to see how much of the
200km I could cover if I just kept the wings
16

leve l. The wind was absolutely across the
track; the Cambridge computer even suggested a si ight headwind component, but
then this gadget is a bit conservative, which
I like. At ten pi!st four I crossed Minden
r\irport (elevation 4,720ft) at 7,500ft.
Height lost 8,000ft; ti me 70
minutes. I leave you to calcu late the speed
and the glide angle. This was no great
ach ievement, however. A ch ild could have
done it. I am not ven sure Platyrus's i rantic
dolphining (lucky he had nu f.lassenger that
day) rea lly ontributed much. Despite the
crosswind and absence of any obvious
w est-east streeting, the li ft seemed almost
continuo us. Any pilot with a modern glider

A child could have done it

and a full load of water coul d probably
have arri ved wi th no loss of height whatever in well under an hour.
(But if it requires no skill or merit on the
pilot's part, where's the pleasure? Ed.)
You are quite rig ht, madam- if you have
a puritanica l streak. But to the rest of us,
espec ial ly after two of the most dreary
British summers on record fo r cross-country
pilots, thoroughly unearned pleasures can
be, well, thorough ly enjoyable.

Water, water, almost everywhere...
In a Nationals some years ago I landed,
after 15 minutes of grovelli ng, in a smoothlycropped meadow. The sheep had done a
neC~t job, but had departed to serve either
th e wool or meat industry - I hope th e

former. The ASW 22 felt OK, apart from an
irritating failure to c li mb away- something
at which I am normally pretty good, he
says modestly - and everyth ing was indeed
OK, if you ignore th e loss of 20 placi ngs in
the contest. However w hen I clambered
out of the cockpit I noti ced that the wing
that was on the ground looked odd. Instead
of the sta rboard wi ng tip resting gently on
the greensward as I might expect, th e
whole outer pa nel was pressed almost flat
on th e deck. When I tri ed to li ft the tip,
I could barely manage it. lt weighed 100\b
at least. Even to a slow-wittec\ monotreme
(NOT a marsupial , please) it dawned th at
th is wing was full, and the other empty. The
switches showed that th e correct
signa l had been transmitted to the servos
con tro lling the dump-va lves on both sides.
But the starboard servo, or th e valve, had
not been taking orders.
Subsequently it was found that the valve
had been incorrectl y adjusted by o ne of my
partners. Being n1yself hopeless at things
mechani cal or electrical, I had appea led tb
him to fix it in a ~urry before I filled up
wi th ballast th at morn ing.
This may seem like yet another w hinge at
Sch leicher's sophisticated electri ca l
ballast-operating system. But this incident
was not their fau lt, and besides, that is not
the thrust of my discussion today.
just a couple of weeks ago I was fly ing
lhe Janus C back into Minden Airport,
Nevada after yet another booming crosscountry. I had a perfectl y smooth arriva l o n
one of their long ru nways, except that at
the very end of the taxying run- it being a
point of pride to put the starboard win g
down next to the wing and tail doll ies or
even into the waiting hand of one of the
Soar /V\ inden line boys - the port wing
insisted on dropping, despite all efforts to
the contrary. This time I had intended to
land with water, as is perm itted w hen usi ng
hard run ways, to save filling up again th e
next day. Yes, you've guessed it: this time
the starboard wing had emptied itself
tota lly without my permission, sometime
during the previous five hours. So fa r I am
concerned the score in th e Schlei cher v
Schempp ballast-battle is now even. The
Sailplane & Gliding

unless the damn thing spirals in off the towline

problem w<Js soon fi xed - the dump-vJive
needed to be s a led with something grec y
like lip-ba lm and seCJ ted more firmly - <md
did not recur.
Agai n I hJd noticed nothing till after the
flight wa s over. Which you may say just
shows w hat a ham-fisted pi lot I Jm. An
av iator with more fine s would surely
have noticed. M ayb so - but I'd like to
hear from those who have had similar
xperien ces. I should mention thJt in each
case I had taken off with about two-thirds
of the maximum water-carry ing capac ity
allowed in th e manual. I'm not a fan of
super-heavy gliders.
Th e qu stions I wou ld like to rai se are:

1. Under what circumstances can it be
dangerous to fly with one w ing empty and
the other full?
2. Safety apart, what does this asymmetry
do to the performance? If you knew you
hac/ one wing empty and the other full,
and if you were able to jettison all ballast,
should you do so if your aim is to complete
the task in the shortest time?
As to question 1, George Mofiat w rites
that on one day in the first World
Championships that he won (in M arfa,
Texas, 1970) the 22-metre Nimbus 1 lost

o n ~:. wing's b,1llast. it took George a major
effort to bring the monstrous- as it seemed
then - prototype glider out of a steep turn,
which happened to be initiated in the
direction of th · ful l wing. However the
Nimbus -, was a be J~t to hand le even
when properly loaded, and the amounts of
w::Jter George used were, shall w e say,
appropri <lte to Texas therma ls. And he d id
eventua ll y get it to fl y strai ght and finished
th e course.
Still on questi on I, and to keep honours
even between Schleicher and Schempp,
I have to mention the clay that 1'v1artin
Heide hJcl to bale out of an ASW 12 whi ch
he put into a spin with Jn dft centre of
gravity Jnd one ourer wing empty, the
other full. All clone deliberate ly, I should
add. The glider kept spinning despite all
Jttempts to correct, so he left.
As to question 2, th e perfo rmJnce,
I thought of doing a test on one of the
model gliders in my loft, but then
remembered I had given them all away in a
fit of ti diness. M avbe I could borrow one,
or bui ld a simple 'o ne from sheet balsa.
The idea is that a one wing would b'
ball asted w ith (say) 20 per cent of the
airframe w ight, then I ·would see wha t
defl ection s of trim tabs, equivalent to
apply ing rudder and aileron in a proper
glider, are needed to keep it fl y ing straight.
Its sink rate Jnd 1/cl might Jlso be meas ured
and compared wi th its -normal performa nce.
There's a winter project for me: cheaper
than heading for Tocumwal or Omarama,
and un less the damn thin g spirals in off
th e towline and whacks me on th e head,
probably a lot sai r.
A comp licating factor is tha t even if th e
gli de angle is spoi led by th e asym metrical
distribution o f bal last, in strong conditions
it might sti ll pay to keep the water. A
moderately heavy glider fl ying slightly
crooked might still go better in a stra ight
line at 90 knots th an a light glider. As to
circling flight, all bets are currently off,
since w ith big gliders the who le set-up is

all ballast tanks are infested with deadly algae

grossly asymmetrica l anyway, with one
w ingtip travelli ng a very different speed
from the other, and at a different angle of
attack. So, in our unbalanced ship, should
we circ le w ith heavy wing up or heavy
w ing clown?
I have a theory tha t in th e future gliders
might be opt imised to circle one way o nly
(like race-cars at the lndi anapolis Speedway)
<llld th at asymmetry, both of fly ing surfaces
Jnd baii Jst, will be a ti vely encouraged.

...nor any drop to drink
One last thought: I sa id to one of m>'
]anus pilrtn ers that I woul d keep watt:•r
on board in the desert, in case I needed it
to drink over the days th ilt it m ight take for
rescuers to find me - assuming an)'body
tri ed . " Rubbish! " he say . "The dark, wet
insides o f all ballast tanks are infested w ith
deadly Jlgae that would do you in befor·e
th ey found you." Dear me. Is he ri ght?

mdbirdctvdircon. co.uk
The Platypus l'~pcr>: iifty ycJrs oi pow erlc 'piIota ''-'

!hardback. I 60 pages. 10() 1-'£.•/r-r Fuller c.1rtoom l cost,
£/9. <J5 .,_ £1 ..10 p&p. See www.h iknkiwarplanL'>.co m

tel 020 111~ 11 6J•I.J. fax 020 8741 17?7
er11.1il mdbircl!!<'dirwn.co .uk
Also ,wai/,lblc t'rom 1/w IJCi\
nn 0 116 25 3 7U5 1 orwww.gliding. o .uk

FlightMap
FlightMap PC software provides the facilities you need for
task preparation, flight analysis and logbook maintenance.

':::i

Use the mouse to quickly modity your preprepared task for conditions on a particular day.
Re-live your flights by replay over a raster map
backdrop . Exami ne the most interesting moments
by using t:1e pause and single step features.

0

Keep a comprehensive logbook with automatic
generation of page-by-page and annual statistics.

For further details visit:

www. flightmap.co.uk
Illustration shows the presentation of thermal analysis results.
Maps are copyright © Barthotomew Digital Data (1998-2001 )
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With the
wind in
your hair
HE SLINGSBY T-2 1, otherwise known
JS a Sedhergh, is perh aps th e bestknown and most recogn isable Bri tish
glider in the worl d. With its huge hi gh
wings, massive rud d ~·r and harge-lik ,
cockpit there rea lly isn't anyth ing else
quite like it.
The T-2 1 was designed by hed Slingsby
el l his factory in Kirbymoorside, Yorkshire,
and was, in pract ice, the first British
produ tion training two-sec1ter glider. The
first prototype was built in 1944 and by
1947 the model we1 s put int producti on.
Two hund red and eighteen T-21 ss \•vere
built in the 1940s and 1950s.
One hundred and twenty th ree T-21 s
for c ivi lian use and an additional 73 fo r
the ir Tra ining Corps w ere built at th
Sli ntlsby factory, a fu rth r 19 w ere bui lt
under sub-contract by Marlin H earne Ltd
while three were built pri vately; on by
Midland GC, o ne by th e boys of Leighton
Park School in Reading under the di rec ti on
of John Simpson, a distinguished pre-wJr
glider pilot, and one by Joh n Hulme of
Ca mbridge GC.
These mach ines were subsequently used
for many decades both by civilian clu bs
for ab initio trainin g and by the RAF as th e
standard tra ining aircraft for scores of
schoolboy <J nd I<Jtterl y schoolgirl <Jir ad ts.
However, between 1978 and 1982, w ith
the introduc tion of the Viking (Grob Acro)
and Venture motorg lider, the ATC fin all y
decided to grant their instructors th e• luxury
o f an enc losod cockpit for instru ction
and the AT T-21 fleet was gradu;:l ll y
<1uctioncd off.

T

Photography this page and opposite: the White Planes picture eo.

993 syndicate

Top. Nan (right) and Wilty Wilson. near Lasham.
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Above: old and new. open cockpit and closed

For the past eight ye<Jrs, I have had e1 share
in a . ynd icatc-owned T-2 ·1 (993, origina l! )'
WB990), based at LashJm . I' m very fond
of th e old gi rl (T-2ls arc deiin itel y iem,1 le
- look Jt those hips) <mclthere is noth ing
I enjoy better th an cl little can ter around
the skies over LashJm on <1 hot sunny day.
There is no more rel axing way to spPnd e1n
hour or two than sitt ing peacefully with
good compa ny, sharing th e fly ing and a bit
of gossip, whilst taki ng the time to <Jdm ire
the view and see which car is parked
outside whose cara vztn ! There is something
uniquel y diffprent <1hout fl yi ng with an
opt>n cockpit. I'm not sure that I ca n put it
into words but somehow the w o rld seems
rnorc vivid and real.
Sailplane & Gliding

Above: You can fly a T-21 very slowly- just look at 993's air speed indicator.
The upright rectangular instrument is the COS/M variometer
Right: Nan and Willy Wifson (left) in 993, the T-21 which Wifly and Jiff Burry once
flew to Salisbury. "We didn ·t really plan to go that far," they say, "but when we got
out of gliding range of Lasham we just kept going. We had hats and scarves, but
only one pair of gloves, so we had to share, with the person flying wearing them.
At one point we got very low over a summer fete: the crowd thought we were
one of the attractions and began shouting at us! We also met a hang-glider pilot
who got quite a surprise when we leaned over the side and called down to him.
On the way back we both had a nasty fright when we heard a very loud noise
- only our straps kept us from jumping out of our seats. lt turned out to be the
hooter of the steam train on the Watercress line. We were in sight of Lasham for
almost and hour and a half before we eventually reached it due to a breezy
headwind. When we finally landed we were very cold but soon thawed out with
some l.asham tea and buns. Would we do it again? Definitelyr

The syndicate is similar to a number of
other T-21 syndicates elsewhere in that we
have ten members and no flying rota.
Whilst this would never work for anv other
glider it is th e perfect arrangement f~r a
T-21. lt is the sort of glider that you usually
only want to fl y for an hour or two (it's
either the cold or the sore bottom that gets
you - either way it depends on your level
of padding) so, with two seats ava ilable,
on a reasonable soaring clay it's usuall y
possible for more than half of the syndicate
members to f,ly.

Slingsby design
T-21 s are of conventional wood-and-fabric
construction, with a single-spar pylonmounted braced wing with a leading edge
torsion box and a light secondary spar to
carry the ailerons. With a massive wingspan
of 54ft and an aspect ratio of 11 .2, the T-2 1

has a best glide ratio of 21:1 at a speed of
37kt. The empty weight of a T-21 is usually
around 600ib with a max all-up weight of
1,OSOib allowing plenty of margin for those
beefy ATC instructors. Indeed, on a number
of occasions, our T-21 has proved the only
glider capable of accommodating some of
L<1sham's larger visitors.
Each T-21 was originally equipped with a
basic instrum nt panel, which consisted of
an ASI, altimeter and a COSIM variometer.
The COSIM, made by Cobb-Siater, was one
of the very earliest varios and consisted of
two tapered bore tubes connected in
parallel to a vacuum flask w ith a tightly
sea led bung through which the tube
passed. Each tube contained <1 small pi th
ball, one famou sly coloured green and the
other red. (Later models were made with a
piston instead of the ball). Since th e tubes
were connected in parallel, as the glider
entered rising or sinking air the change in
pressure ca used one ball to rise and the
other to foil. The fact that many T-21 s are
still equipped with working COSIM varios
bears witness to the instrument's simple but
effective design.
The 1948 price of <J new T-21 was £780,
which must have been a small fortune at
the time, but considering that many are still
in service today it undoubtedly represented
amazing value for money.

of course, many pilots did indeed lcwn
to fly in <1 T-21 Js it was the classic train er
of the 1950s, 1960s ;:md earlv 1970s, and
not onl y for air c<Jdets. T-z-1 s 'were a
mainsta)' at civilian clubs unti l first the
Slingsby Capstan (T-49) <Jnd later the
Schleicher K-13 took over.
The T-21 was known as th Sedbergh
(after th e fa mous Yorkshire pub li c schoo l) in
Servi ce use, and gen ra tions of air cadets
took the standard ATC trainin g course.
Each T-21 has a unique history. Ours was
a classic ai r cadet trainer, constru ted
under licence by Martin Hearne Ltd .
Between 1952, when she was built, and
·1985, when she entered c ivilian life, 993
did some 3,839 hours and a staggering
33,714 launches. This is a tribute to the
<J mazing durability of these gliders: even
today th e machine is as solid as a brick
(a nd flies like one, too !). The syndica te
>

Classic trainer

Nan in 993 with photographer Neil Lawson
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If I had a pound for every time someone
has come across and sa id: " I le<Jrned to fly
in one of those" I'd be rich (well, I could
aiford a good few aerotows, anyway). And,

Nan is one of ten owners of Lasham-based T-21 993
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THE T-21 SEDBERGH
>- always had high hopes that 993 was the
T- 21 in which Prince Andrew first so loed:
we were convinced that we could se ll it ior
a fortune to a royalist American. However, a
glance at the cover of the December 1976)anuary 1977 S&G confirms that T-21
WB922 had this dubious honour.

Civilian life

Above: Heame-built T-21 at the VGC Rally (Jochen Ewald). Below .· ATC T-21 at Inverness in 1968 (Roll Schol/kopf)

lt's amazing what's been done in T-21 s
IT IS always difficult, writes Nan Worre/1, to
know which T-21 stories are true, which are
mild elaborations of the truth and which are
wild fabrications - but there is an endless
supply. Please take these with a pinch of salt.
ONE wicked trick entails depriving some
innocent young lady of her clothing. On the
pretext of 'T-shirt swapping' the victim is
encouraged to remove the garment,
whereupon it is thrown over the side. The
T-21 returns to the airfield with a scarletfaced occupant. Girls: you have been warned!
IN A particularly heavy landing at the RAF
base on Cyprus the instructor, clad only in
lightweight shorts, went through the bottom
of a T-21 and was dragged along the g round
run with his nether regions on concrete- a
sore point for quite some time afterwards.
ALSO in Cyprus a T-21 did a go-around from
finals -allegedly the lift was so strong that
lt was impossible to stop the glider climbing
back to circuit height. In Singapore, a T-21
managed to get carried up into a cu-nim
despite being in a spin. Other RAF stories
tell of T-21 hangar flights (flying into the
hangar at the end of the day) and of a pilot
who began launches from inside the hangar.
THERE are many tales of T-21 s being flown
three up and one alleging two people in the
cockpit and one sitting on each strut. I don't
know if Fred Slingsby would be horrified or
pleased at his gli'd er 's amazing resilience.
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SEAT-SWAPPING tales are common. One
tells of a pilot who left his seat and was
facing backwards straddling the section
between the seats when the pilot accidentally
pushed the stick forward, leaving him
clutching the leading edge for dear life.
Fortunately, the glider was pulled out of the
dive before anything drastic happened.
THERE are many anecdotes about things
being ejected from T-21 s, deliberately or by
accident: water bombing (including gliders
launched with buckets full of water); flour
bombing; and even snowballing. The poor
old winch driver is often on the receiving
end of this 'ballast dumping'. There was
even one Individual who had to stop flying
T-21s as he always had the urge to throw
himself out of the cockpit!
THEN there is balloon popping: a T-21 is
launched with a cockpit full of inflated
balloons. They are thrown. out during the
winch launch and an attempt made to 'pop'
them on the way down. using a knitting
needle previously taped to the pilot tube
with which to do the- er- 'popping'!
MY personal favourite is the story of a T-21
instructor who, having been forced off tow
during the climb-out, had no choice but to
'land' the glider on some trees straight
ahead. However, just before the contact of
wood on wood he told his student to 'sit
back and enjoy himself as it's rare to be
involved ,in a crash'. True or not, I love it!

Fol lowing the RAF sa le, 993 was bought by
Dave Bullock (now one of our BGA
National Coaches, but then an in structor at
the Ouse GC at Rufforth) and was pressed
into service as a train in g gl ider and a
general source of entertainment. Dave and
various other club members (who shal l
remain namel ess, but you know who you
are) devised numerous outrageous activities
(which I can't go into in print) to which the
poor old girl was subjected. However, 993 ,
with her customary patience and docile
behaviour, took it all in her stride. In 1992
Dave put the glider up for sale and the
Lasham 993 syndicilte was born. Since
arriving at Lasham, 993 has, I promise you,
had a much more sedate I ifesty le but has
still provided the sy ndicate with many hours
of enjoyment.

A joy to fly
Without a doubt the T-21 is a joy to fly. The
glider handles well and the side-by-side
seating makes communication very easy.
Despite the open cockpit, it is surprisingly
quiet and it is perfectly possible to have a
conversation without having to shout.
However, for the inexperienced, it is wise
to be aware of the T-21 's limitations. Whilst
the gli der will winch launch without a
problem, on aerotow a T-21 can be quite il
hanclf~d. Above about 60kt the ai lerons
become somewhat ineffective and
considerable forward force on the stick is
required to keep the glider from getting too
high. it is therefore always advisoble to
make sure that th e tug pilot is briefed lo tow
as slowly ilS possible.
The londing speed of a T-21 is amazingly
slow; 40kt is plenty of speed, any higher
than this <:~nd the spo ilers tend to become
relatively ineffective. Bear this in mind if
you are trying to land short. it is also very
easy to get out of reach of the airfield,
particularly if you wander downwind, as the
T-21 has very poor into-wind penetration
(the only compensation being that it can be
landed in quite a small field if you get the
approoch right!).
A T-21 is best left in the hongar on windy
days: not only is ground-hand ling tricky
but it Gin sometimes be difficult to deill
with turbulence near the ground. I vivid ly
recall once having great problems leve lling
the wings ilfter turning on to finals in
gusty cross-wind conditions at Los hilm ond
finding myself head ing for the Vintage
Glidin g Cl ub's workshop.
Although this would have heen an
oppropriate place to end up, I'm glad to soy
I had enough time and height to sort the
situation out. Once on the ground the
Sailplane & Gliding

A bright July morning at Bicester, writes Mark Minary
(right. near Northampton): time to take our new barge,
BZA, to liberate Gransden's bar bell. This, painted blue
in honour of their T-21. Bluebell. awaits collection from
Hus Bos (who nicked it five years ago). /an Smith - in
welding goggles -and I get the usual jibes: "What? In
11•11.-F•>r:.._.-

f"

thafO'' We ignore them, take Skts to 5,000ft and roar off
- at 40kt. We reach Hus Bos 90 minutes later as their
grid launches into a just-soarable sky. Our two-hour

'Q \ 'r-..::ill. . .- -....

return trip includes a low scrape or two before an
almighty ring of the bell in Bicester's overhead. But in
August The Soaring Centre's Ran Bridges and Ken
Payne reclaimed it in T-21 FJD- flying in the blue, too ...
C/aud1a Bungen

glider was hastily return ed to the hangar.

Warming to it
VVhen ever I take friends flying in the T-21
for the first time I alwavs advise them to
choose their clothes a~d then doubl e
everything. it's certainly the case that an
otherwise beautiful flight can be well and
truly marred by the sight of goose-pimpl ed
flesh and a dripping nose (ugh! ). So if it's
your first flight in a T-21 (even in the height
of summer) make sure you wear warm
socks and boots, a decent jacket, hat,
gloves and a scarf and take a clean hankie
along- just as your mum always told you.

Cross-country performer
Despite anything you might hear to the
contrary, it is perfectly possible to make
significant cross-county flights in a T-21.
This was amply demonstrated during the
early years of T-21 service by a number of
record-breaking tasks.
In May 1952, a T-21 was flown 146km
from Detling to Chilbolton by Meddings
and Reilly to win the Seager Cup for
two-seat r distance flying. One of the
most fam ous early cross-country flights in
a T-21 was by none other than Derek
Piggott, flying with an air cadet named
Brian Wh atl ey. Derck and Brian flew from

=

Camphill in Derbyshire to Grimsby on the
1\Jorth Sea coast, setting a 1OOkm speed
record for flight to goal. During the flight
they also climbe d to 17,000ft asl, setting a
new altitude record for two-seater gliders
which remained unbroken until 1964.
During the 1980s a Hus Bos-based
syndicate made a number of incredible
flights in their machine, reaching a peak
of achievement in 1984 with a 317km
flight from Hus Bos to land in Central Park,
Plymouth. In 1986 th ese same pilots (Lou
Frank and Norman james) flew their T-21
from Hus Bos across the Solent to the Isl e
of Wight, eventually landing at Sandown.
Lasham has an annual award for the
most meritorious flight in a two-seater
glider and the more hardy and adventurous
members of our syndicate have won this
twice in the last few years. In 1993 the cup
was award ed to jim Lyell and julian
Richardson for a 1OOkm out-and-return
flight to Didcot in a time of 3hrs 30 mins
for an impressive 30km/h. I well remember
jim arriving back from the trip with ice
crystals encrusting his beard. Two years
later, in May 1995, the all-female crew of
Willy Wilson and jill Burry took 993
around Salisbury cathedral and back to
Lasham for another 1OOkm out-and-return
in a time of just over four hours (see p19).

=

Famous names
Over the years there seems to have been a
tradition of naming T-21 s. At one time,
Lasham had Daisy, Fanny, Rudolph and
Min. Min (apparently a cartoon character
of the 50s) was the one built by the boys of
Leighton Park School. Other famouslychristened T-21 s flying today are Bluebell ,
Snoopy, Lucy and Daisy (not the original
Lasham one, however). Snoopy, owned by
a massive Talgarth syndicate, regul arly
spends winter hours ridge-soaring among
the Black Mountains whilst Cambridgebased Bluebell , who celebrated her 50th
birthday with a party last year, is often to
be seen over the flatter East Angl ian
countryside. Lucy has been syndicateowned at Lasham for more than 20 years
now. Visitors to Oxford GC at Weston-onthe-Green can fly Daisy (seen above left
photographed by Claudia Bungen) for a
very modest 20p/minute- a bargain if you
haven't experienced the hairdo-wrecking
effects of a flight in a T-21!
There are in the U K 41 T-21 s with current
Certificates of Airworthiness (31 more
without) and many others still flying, dotted
around th e world. Most recently, a T-21
(th e on e and th e same that was flown to
the Isle of Wight by Norman James) was
shipped out to the Blenheim GC of
Jamaica, where it has been pressed into
service as an air experi ence machine for
locals and visitors to the island.
There are T-21s still in Australia , New
Zealand, th e US and various European
countries.
Indeed, I am constantly amazed that
wh enever I visit gliding clubs at home and
abroad so often I see a T-21 nestling
amongst the more modern gliders. I have
concluded that theT-21 has something in
common with the biblical five loaves and
two fish es; short of a miracl e how on earth
else could there still be so many around
when only 218 w ere originally built?
I hope you have enjoyed th e stories of
days gone by and, more importantly, have
been inspired to continue th e traditions of
T-21 flying. Th e T-21 may be an oldi e now
but it still is and always will be a goodie.
5/ingsby 5dilplan es by Martin Si mons has exce ll en t
tec hni ca l clet,lll as w e' ll as lots of hi story. For AT
hi story try ww w.southdndwestyurkshirewing-<J tc. cu.uk

Why not send your T-21 tales or photos to S&G?

The familiar shape of the T-21 Sedbergh
October " November 2001

(Steve Long/and)

~

We' ll giw a ll G i\ T-shirt (w h,lt else/i tor the hest one
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This year's fifth British world champion,
Jay Rebbeck, describes team victory at lssoudun

the White Planes picture eo.

Juniors set the Go d standard
T THIS year's Junior Worlds th e Brits
were th e boys to w<Jtch. Even th e
French and Germans had to admit
that w e wNc better-organised c1nd worked
more effectively as a team. This tea mwork
secured us Standard Class Gold and Silver
and enJbl ecl all of us to finish in th e top
eight of the two class es, eas ily winning th e
Yves clu Manoir team trophy.
What w e1·e th e in gredi ents of thi s
success? Th e singl e most important factor
has bee n th e ongoin g British tea m trJining
hosted by the Europe n Soa rin g Club in
Ontur. In addition, O wain , Jez, Luke and
I had all benefited from intern ati onal
exp erience ga ined at th e last Juni or Worlds
in H o lland. Similar exposure at the
Overse, Nati o nals stood Leigh VVells and
John Tanner in good stea d. This, plus a
superb oach and Cap tain combina tion of
Martyn vVells and Rcb Rebbeck, made for a
balance of training, talent and experienc e
unsurpassed by any of our rivals.

A

The competition atmosphere
Despite a somewh at lukewarm w elcom e
from the organisation, the atm os phere in
the British ca rnp was seco nd to none. and
we had a greJ.t laugh whatever w as thrown
at us. W e chos e to live off th e airfield in
th e sa me acco rnmod<Jtion as the Am erican
eludes who became our fierce st table-tennis
22

rivals. On th e airfield, th e French,
Dan es and Am erican s joined us for some
crunchin g fo otball games whilst th e
Germ ans w atched from the sidelines, eager
to avoid broken ankles. The Dan es w ere
notable both for the skimpiness of their
crews' bikinis and for th eir wild Club Class
pilot, Peter Toft.

The Standard Class story
O ur one-two-three fini sh in the 18-Metre
N ati onal Championships (see picture,
above) had built on our tea m training in
Ontur, where Bri an Sprec kley, 1\o\ik e Yo un g
and M artyn W ell s urged us to: "Stop ca llin g
each other ' mate' Jnd start ra cing each
o th er! " . Th foundJtions for a great fun
racing trio h<1 d been IJid: w e fl ew nearly
all th e co mpetition in formation, with a
quality o f flying th at deserved three
medals. Disaster was narrowly avert ed,
however, on clay 1 after Jez used up all
three of his contest laun ches to eventuallv
start the task as Leigh and I climbed on t~
final glide! Remarkably, he battled round to
finish tenth on th e day.
On day 2 Leigh ra ced ahead o f Jez and
me on the first leg of a .S 1Okm racing
tri angle only to be confronted by a ho le
o n track and a tri cky "Do I go left or right?"
decision. Ky th e tim e Jez and I came to
decide, Leigh was struggling 20km down

the left-hand trac k. His information let us
avoid his low point by cuttin g right. By the
top turn, Jcz ahd I had caught th e frontrunn ers but Leigh, now behind, hit th e bad
luck that cost him his med<J I. Whil Jez
and I mJnaged to tipto e in Jnd ou t before
th e turn w,1s overshadowed by high cloud,
15 minutes later Leigh had to stagger
round und er an almost-unsoarabl c sky.
Jez and I fumbl ed ho me as tvvo of o nly
11 finish ers; Leigh struggled till 20 .00hrs,
finally hitting th e spuds 90km short.
The first three days saw gung-ho French
new co mer Benjarnin 1\ieglais and German
nice guy Benjamin Schulz first and s cu m!
overall, but as th e competition progressed,
a fi erce struggle emerged JS w e pushed for
th e top spot. The Brits exc ell ed on th e Time
Distan ce Tasks (TDTs- wh at used to be
ca lled POST tas ks) on days 3, Sa nd 6,
wh ere th e orga nisers gave us around 30
turnpoints to select from and ro und in any
order in, typi ca lly, three hours. Our reading
of th e we,lth er, timing of stubbl e fires Jnd
number-crun ching ground suppo rt (th ank
you, Reb and Martynl enabl ed us to win
tvvo out of three TOTs, most im p ressively
on Day 3 where we all sco red 1000 points.
Unfortunately, as our rep utJti o n for
successful teJ m flyin g in ·r ased, so did the
number of ded iCJted leeches. Our fan club
inc luded Sloveni a's pilot, in the prototype
Sailplane & Gliding

points of th lead. Despite similar overall
scores, their stories were quite different.
John and Luke could stick together in their
high-performance (if over-h,1ndicapped)
Lak-19, and th e entire Swiss team. They
LS4s, and reaped consistent results. But in
his lower-performance Libelle, Owain was
looked decidedly sheepish collecting their
forced at times to fly by himself.
Day 3 prizes having followed us from start
to finish. However, our Club Class team
He dealt with this brilliantly for the first
suffered worse- one pilot even tailed Luke
half of the competition, and under cu-filled
and Owain as they airbra ked clown ·1,OOOft
skies kept pace with John and Luke to use
to join John before the start
his handicap advantage. Winning Day 2
Day 4 proved the most dangerous and
and taking the overall lead on Day 4,
frustrating of tasks. An overset racing
Owain was the man to beat. Unfortunately,
300km in awful blue conditions gave us
on subsequent TDT tasks in the blue, he
our low point of the contest, with the three
was unable to keep up with the LS4s. With
of us contemplating the River Loire from
gliders dispersed over a wide area, he was
400ft only an hour into th e tosk. Everyone
left in the unenviable position of fending
was destined to finish in fields within a few
for himself in tri cky blue conditions.
kilometres of each other. On catching the
Meanwhile, John and Luke steadily
gaggle, which frequently descended before
worked their way up from their Day 2 low.
anyone left, we fin<~ lly climbed enough to
Luke's conservative style helped rein in
glide to the lid of a nuclear power stJtion.
John, preventing his normal one-day
As one of the nervou s first arrivals, I saw
disaster, but oil credit to John, who pu lled a
few minutes on Lu ke two or three times,
25 gliders bearing clown on the column of
steam I was being uncontrollobly thrown
and won DJ)' 7.
about in. The gaggle used three of these
An early start on the finJI day gave a
atomic thermals before final-gliding straight
disappointing fini sh for th e Brits, although
the overall results were a sol id 5th, 7th and
into fi elds 50km short of home, with Leigh
cruising 5km further to win the clay.
8th for John, Owain and Lu ke respecti vely.
By Day 5, I had taken the overall leod,
However, the real fi nal-day drama came
and by Day 6 J z had pulled into second,
fro m the German, French and Danish pilots
narrowing our gap to a meagre 8 points.
battling it out for Gold. Reigning Champion
Tension mounted on
Robert Scheiffarth led
'One pi,lot even tailed
the seventh day as a
going in the last day,
Luke and Owain as they
late weather window
with maverick Dane
saw us lounching at
airbraked down 1 ,OOOft to join Peter Toft and French
17.00hrs on a tricky
Sylvain Gerbaud hot
John before the start. ..'
1.5hr assigned area
on his heels. The
task- our flight was good but in th e wrong
Germans sent their lm.vest-placed pilot out
area: the day winner crucified us by almost
in front, but a fai lure of communication
within the team saw Scheiffarth and the rest
20km/ h. On a day where the score sheet
of the Germans hit a hole as he cruised to
looked like the overall results had been
turned upside clown, fourth-placed
day victoryt Mea nwhile, the French had a
Benjamin Schulz had a similarly poor day
great flight with Sylvain Gerbaud rising to
and Bcnjamin Neglais, in third, landed out.
second overall, and Peter Toft, whilst
attempting a sh *t-or-bu st flight, accidentally
The weather briefing on Day 8 suggested
put in the steady 14th place that won him
it would be the last one. Coach Martyn
Gol'd! Sche-iffarth dropped to third overall.
Wells and telephone mentor Brian
Spreckley confirmed what we knew - fly
the flight like any other day and let our
A system 'that works
competitors make the mistakes. We
On top of our other international successes,
launched into a weird wave-like skyscape,
lssoudun demonstrated aga in that the Brits
with excell ent conditions forecast on track.
are getting it right. Our training systemHolding our nerve longer than th e French
funded via the BGA by Briti sh glider pilots
- is trul y world class: the junior Nationals
and Germans, we started 15 minutes after
them and romped around .
is a fantasti c talent-spotting ground Jncl the
On task, the strength of our team shone
team training helps us progress quickly.
This year, the jun iors also put a lot of
through. Despite my losing 1,OOOft on jez
and Leigh, they fed back information that
effort back into gliding - by raising
let me catch them on the last leg. Neck
sponsorship with the tireless help of
and neck, )ez and I crossed the line to take
Marilyn Hood and by picking up the URL
Gold Jnd Silver. just 13 points separated
www.glidingteam.co.uk to create a new
us - the equivalent of 1 min 20 secs on that
site for the junior team. This was constantly
final day. Leigh came 6th overall -a deterupdated during th e comp by our busy team
captain, Reb Rebbeck. The team hopes that
mined iight back from 15th on Day 2.
by raising the profile of gliding, more
The Club Class story
young people will be encouraged to get
into the sport and that we can start buildThis was wide open throu ghout the contest
with top three piJces changing right up to
ing an even stronger team for the 2003
junior Worlds in Slovakia.
the last day. Our pilots put in impressive
performances, all fi nishing within 200
See a/m www.planc ur. .o m/wgcj200 I I
Left: the triumphant Standard Class team took the top

three places when they practised at the 18-Metre
Nationals for the Worlds. From left: Jez, Jay and Leigh
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Stubble fires and atomic thermals helped power the
Bnlish victory. Whilst Jay flew Lemmy Tanner's LSB, LT
(above). John Tanner borrowed the Rebbecks· LS4, FVE
Overall, Standard Clus

Gild~

Country PolniJI

1. Jay Robbecl\

LSB LT

GB

6375

2. Jez Hood

LS8 352

GB

6362

3. Benjamin Schulz

LS8 64

Germany

6201

6. Le•gh Wells

LS8lS

GB

6028

Overall, Club Clan

Glider

Country

1. Peter Toil

Libelle 85

Denrnarl<

2. Sylvain Gerbaud

Pegase FU France

3. Robert Scheiffarth

LS4 DG

5. John Tanner

FVE GB
llbelle CF GB
I..S4 ETG GB

7. Owaln Waiters
8. LUke Rebbeck

L$4

Germany

Point•
5768
5763
5739
5658
5562

5556

Below, from left: the team at lssoudun (August 5-19):
Reb Rebbeck- Also captained the 1999 Junior team
in Holland; sons Jay and Luke competed both times.
Luke Rebbeck (22) - Flying his LS4 in the French
Junior Championships prior to lssoudun. Luke was in
good practice for his second Junior Worlds.
John Tanner (23) - A long-standing Junior Nationals
pilot, John was racing an LS4 in his first Worlds.
Leigh Wells (21) -A string of top three nationals
places, most recently in the 2001 Overseas Nationals,
preceded Leigh's Junior Worlds debut.
Owain Waiters (23) - Club Class Silver Medallist in
1999's Junior Worlds, Owain flew a wingletted Libel/e.
Jez Hood (22) - Opening his international career with
a fine fifth placing in 1999 in the Club Class, Jez was
sponsored in 2001 by British Airways Flight Training.
Jay Rebbeck (24)- Won the 2000 Junior Nationals for
his Jssoudun place. Flying an LSB in his third Junior
Worlds, Jay was keen to improve on 1999's 8th place.
Martyn Wells (not in picture)- Leigh"s lather brought
a wealth of international experience to the team, and
was coach this January to the successful Club Class
Worlds Team in Australia: they came 1st, 2nd and 4th

MAKE THE MOST OF WAVE

Oxygen the facts
•
•

Five pages about wave flying
start with AI Eddie's outline of
the basic information you need
to know about using oxygen
HE BGA's recommended practice for
UK glider pilots, writes AI Eddie, is
that for flights above 1O,OOOft, a I ife
support system supplying supplementary
oxygen must be carried. lt also recommends
that pilots breathe supplementary oxygen
above 12,000ft.
These altitudes should not be taken as
definitive, however, and by th e end of this
articl e a large proportion of us should
regard much lower altitudes as "extreme".
What I intend is to provide a basic
understanding of the effects of altitude on
the human body and what signs to look for,
and an overview of the life support systems
commonly available.

T

Respiration
All the body's organs and tissue need
oxygen to function. Oxygen breathed into
the lungs is diffused into the bloodstream at
a microscopic level through the alveoli, the
thin-walled air sacs in the lungs where air
and blood are in close contact. Saturating
the haemoglobin in red blood cells, the
oxygen is then delivered in the arterial
blood to the body tissues where it is
released to produce energy. In so doing,
carbon dioxide is released as a by-product
and carri ed in the venous blood back to
the lungs and expelled, thus completing the
respiratory cycle. If the absorbed oxygen
supply is reduced, the corresponding
reduction in energy supply results in a
gradual slowing down of brain activity and
the body's responses.
Air is composed mainly of Nitrogen
(78 per cent) and Oxygen (2 1 per cent),
the remaining one per cent being traces of
other gases. These proportions remain the
same throughout the atmosphere, at least
that part we fl y in. At sea lev I the pressure
is ·1013mb. Partial pressure of oxygen in
the atmosphere at sea level is thus about
213mb (2 1 p r cent of 1013mb), and
oxygen/ haemoglobin saturation is about
97 per cent. For normal functioning, the
body requires a haemoglobin saturation of
87 per cent- 97 per cent at arterial oxygen
partial pressures of S0-1 30mb. At sea level,
the partial pressure of arterial oxygen
reaching the tissues is around 130mb.
At 1O,OOOft, the atmosph ri c pressure is
about 690mb. At this pressure, oxygen/
haemoglobin saturation is about 87 per
cent and oxygen partial pressure is about
79mb. We are now becoming hypoxic.
Hypox ia is the state of oxygen deficiency
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that causes impairment to human performance and life support capability. There are
four cond itions of hypoxia:
• H ypox ic hypox ia where the oxygen
partial pressure of arterial blood is reduced.
Example- unpressurised high altitude flying.
• Anaemic hypoxia where the concentration of red blood cells is reduced. Example
- following bl ood donation.
• Stagnant hypoxia where blood flow to
the tissues is reduced. Example- trauma.
• Histotoxic hypoxia where metabolism of
oxygen by the tissues is reduced through
poisoning. Examp le- alcohol or drug
abuse.
We are interested here in hypoxic hypoxia.

Symptoms
As air pressure continues to reduce with
increas ing altitude, the body tissues are
able to absorb less oxygen with an
exponentially detrimental effect on our
ability to function. If you smoke, suffer
from lung disease or are recovering from
illness, onset of hypoxia will occur at a
much lower altitude, or tolerance ceiling.
Other factors including age, hea lth, fitness,
diet and lifestyle can dramatically reduce
your hypoxi<J tolerance ceil ing, and for a
regu lar smoker, it has been suggested that
this alone could redu ce it to as low as
5,000ft. Women have an average tolerance
ceiling about 2,000ft lower than men.
Typical ea rly symptoms experienced by
women are tiredness and headaches
(hmmm, that old chestnut- could this be
why smart gliding men have an oxygen system handy by the bedside?). Early
symptoms of hypoxia manifest themselves
differently from person to person. We may
experience any or all of the symptoms,
in any order - or none of them - prior to
unconsciousness. They include:
• Reduced vision
• Forced concentration
• Slow thinking
• Indi ffe rence
• Tiredness
• Headache
• Breathl essness
• Di zzi ness
• Loss of co-ordination
• Euphoria
• Hyperventilation
• Cyanosis (bluish pallor in the skin).
The body puts up some compensatory
defences- increased breath ing and pulse,
blood pressure and circulation. These are,
however, only temporary. Poor judgment,
exacerbated by inability to comprehend
your impa ired performance, is perhaps the
most insidious effect of hypoxia. it's a bit
like being drunk - you don't recognise
what is happen ing to you- only this time

A Diamond badge climb in New Zealand- but oxygen
is needed for less ambitious flights, too, says AI Eddie.
Smoking and sex (no, not that kind of sex) are just
two of the factors you need to bear in mind

there is no feel ing ill tomorrow, because
there will be no tomorrow ! Quite simply, if
you fl y at extreme altitudes without use of
supplementary oxygen, you will become
incapa itated.
The fo llowing table is a gu ide (only) to
periods of useful consciousness with
increasing altitude where no supplementary
oxygen is used:
15,000ft Up to 30 mins
18,000ft Up to 15 mins
22,000ft Up to 1 0 m ins
25,000ftUp to 5 m ins
28,000ft Up to 3 mins
30,000ft Up to 2 mins
35,000ftless than 1 min
40,000ft 15-20 seconds
45,000ft 9-15 seconds
If you do not use supplementary oxygen
- or ii you do not remain at a lower, safer
altitude - sy mptoms develop towards loss
of consciousness, and death.
lt is thus vital to have at hand a means
for supplementing the oxygen supply to
the lungs and there are different types of
oxygen systems available for this. However,
they are not all the snme and we need to
be aware of the limitations of each in order
to make an informed choice to suit our
needs. Complete understand ing of - and
confidence in - you r system ca nnot be over
emphasised.

Equipment
In the USA, federa l aviation reguiJtions
require that supplementary oxygen must be
used in general aviation aircraft for any
flight above 14,000ft, and pro longed flights
(more than 30 mi ns) above 12,000ft. The
Sailplane & Gliding

rate of delivery is prescribed as 11/ min for
every 1O,OOOft of altitude. There is no such
regulation in this coun try- however the Air
Navigation Order might catch you out
under "reckless end, ngerment". Oxygen
systems are not comp licated and cons ist of
four primary components:
• Cylinder
• Regu lator
• Flow indicator
• Breather

Cylinders
The correct identification for oxygen
cvlinders is o solid white band around the
c~llar. They come in various sizes and are
normally rated to 150bar (2,200psi) pressure, although higher-pressure cylinders are
ava ilable and this will affect the type of
regulator required. They shou ld have test
information, pressure rating and date of
mJnufacture stamped within the white
band. Steel cylinders require a hydrostati c
test every five years- alloy ,1nd composite
cyl inders may require testing at different
frequencies- and a test certificate is
issued. Cylinders do not have a finite life;
however, a test centre may not accept any
without documentation. An authorised,
competent person shou Id carry out refi 11 i ng.
Although very robust, great care shou ld
be taken while handling -ylinders and the
following general safety points should be
observed. Do not:
• CJrry a cyl inder by the valve handle.
• Tamper with or attempt to disguise
damage to a cylinder or valve.
• Change markings or identification, or
interfere with v<Jive threads.
• Attempt to refill J cylinder.
• Attempt to repJir a cylinder.
• Subject cy linders to heavy knocks that
may cause damage to the valve.

Regulators
Th two most common in use are the
constant flow regul ator and the demand
regu lator. Regul ators reduce the cylinder
pressure to 1 .Sbar (22 psi). In a constant
flow regulator, th e flow is graduated
through a small orifice to provide the
breathing gas at, typically, 21itres/ min. A
common type of constJnt flow regulator
available in the UK Jdjusts from 21/min to 4
1/min. This results in a huge waste of
unused oxygen at lower altitudes. These
systems can normally be safely used up to
around 23,000ft.
Demand regulators differ in that they
Jutomatically adjust the flow via a
barometrically-adjustable valve arrangement. The flow is still constant, but
gruduated for altitude, thus reduc ing waste.
However, they may not provide sufficient
oxygen Jt low illtitudes for pilots with a
low tolerance ceiling. Demand systems can
normall y be safely used up to Jround
35,000ft. Flight above this leve l should
not be attempted without a pressure
demand regulator and specialised training
is essentia l prior to use.
October - November 2001

Flow meters
Any oxygen system shou ld be fitted with an
in-line flow meter and there are severa l
types. LED flow meters li ght up green when
J flow is detected und red when not.
Mechanical types look like a doll's eye that
'winks' at you when you breathe. What
they do not tell you is the actual rate of
flow, but there are one or two on the
market that will. These consist of a clear
plastic case with a graduated sca le at the
back. The oxygen truvels up through a taper
in which a ball balances in the flow, which
in turn is read from the sca le. They c<Jn be
comb ined with a constant flow
regu lator and manually adjusted to issue
the correct flow for any given altitude.

Breathers
Cannula breathers, si milar to those you
might find at il hosp itul bed, crept on to
the aviation market around 10 years ugo
following US Federal Aviation Authority
approval. They provide a constant flow and
are only approved for use up to 18,000ft in
the USA. Some sources are sceptica l about
thei r effectiveness beyond 1.'i,OOOft. In that
case, it would be wise to sti ck to the lower
figu re. System efficiency can be dramJtica lly
increased by use of a con servation dev ice
installed in the can nula. The FAA requi res

'The pilot of an American
military aircraft suffered serious
burns due to spontaneous
combustion of the lip balm
he was wearing'
that a consta nt flow f<1cemask is carri ed as
st<Jndby in case of problems - apparently
users can suffer from head colds or
congestion (and maybe hypoxia). Eating,
drinkino and use of radio are easi ly
accommodated with thi s type of breather
and it is quite popular w ith pi lots who use
wave for cross-country flying and do not
wish to make huge c limbs.
Aviation masks come in two types: the
partial rebreather and th e sequential
breather. The partial rebreather is made of a
soft pliable plastic material with a
bi<Jdder attached und is connected to th
regu lator by a hose made from similar
material. The bag is for collection of
exhaled air, which is mixed with incomi ng
oxygen and rebreathecl. This type of mask
is normally used with a constant flow
regulator bu t, in <my case, shou ld not be
used abov 25,000ft. Care must be tJken
to ensure these masks are not subjected to
excessive heat as they distort easi ly, affecti ng
their ability t sea l uga inst the face.
The sequentiJI breather is made from
more robust moulded piJstic thJt is not
prone to distortion and sea ls better against
the face; it is connected to the regulator by
il reinforced plastic hose. This mask is fitted
with a series of non-return valves through
which oxygen and outside air mix when
inhaling and allow expell ed air to be

exha led through ports on the sides. lt can
be safely used up to 35,000ft.
Medical-type, clea r piJstic face masks
shou ld not be used us they Jre not
designed for use ut the lovv temperatures
encou ntered at altitude: they wi ll simp ly
freeze up.
Pilots w ith beards shou ld be aware tha t
the mask will not sea l fully Jnd should
lower their safety ceiling accordingly.
Masks shou ld be stored in a suita bl e dustfree container, large enough to not cause
distortion.

General safety
Oxygen is in itself a non-flammable gas.
However, it assists combustion and reacts
violently in contact with oils and greases.
In an oxygen -rich environment, the
srnu llest ignition source ca n cu use sudden
and violent combustion. Connections, too ls
and hands should be kept clean and dry.
Petroleum-jelly-based I ipsticks and
moisturising lip balms shou ld not be used
- there is at least one known inc ident in
which the pi lot of an Ameri can mil itury
aircraft suffered serious burns to his face
due to spontaneou combustion of the lip
bal m he was wearing.

Choosing a system
As can be seen, the choice of system is
enti rel y dependent upon the needs of the
user. Suppliers in the UK ca n provide any
of the components to suit your needs and
can giv expert advice. Cost ought to be
irrelevant given th at this is an essential life
support system but it won't break th bank
to have the very best of equipment
insta lled. lt makes sense too, to have the
system installed by the supplier - usuully
at ver ' little extra expense. If you prefer
independent advice prior tu purchase,
feel free to contact rne.

Training and references
The Aeromedicul and Survival Training
Centre at Qi netiQ (formerly DERA),
Boscomb ' Down, can, by arrangement,
provide training for pilots. The £200 course
lasts about ha lf a day and includes lectures
on equipment and physio logy, and an
ascent to 25,000ft in their decompressi n
chamber. They can be contucted on 01 9fl0
662688. H ving been treated to s milar
train ing whilst serving w ith the RAF, I can
thoroughly recommend it. You may also
find the follow ing references helpful:
http.Jiedie. cprost.sfu.cal-rhlogan/da/ton.html
detai Is Dalton's Luw of purtial pressures of
gases and dabbles with the arithmeti .
www.booty. demon. eo. uklmetinfol isa. htm
is a handy reference on the International
Sta ndard Atmosphere.
www.mounlainflying.com is il mu t-read
\. .
site for all pilots.

al.eddie@'/ineone.net

~

AI Edclic is BGA l?egional Safety Officer for
Scotland and J form er Fl of Oeeside GC
Over/eat: tips on wave soaring techniques
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MAKE THE MOST OF WAVE

Right

place,
r·ght
time
Phil King (left), of Herefordshire GC, explains how
and why to maximise your wave climbs using GPS
and three recommended soaring techniques
S CLIMBING to Gold or Diamond height
in wave just a matter of being in the
ri ght place at the righ t time? I want to
show w hy maximising your cli mb rate in
wave can help you r achieve your goa ls
-and then explain some tech ni ques for
getting the best rate of cli mb using GPS.
When you fly into wave lift you need to
fi nd a rate of climb that is stronger than
your glider's r te of si nk through the airmass.
li you ca n stay wi thin the area of stronger
li ft you ca n climb, hut if you leave the ;1rea
of stronger lift, even fo r a moment, your
climb rate reduces and your average rate of
cli mb is less than it could be. So success in
wave fly ing depends on finding an area
where the wave lift is stronger tha n your
glider's rate of si nk and stay ing in that area
-or findi ng a better L!rea. You w ill know
w hen you are doing well beca use you wi ll
achieve an L!verage cl imb rate nea rl y as
good as your best instantaneous reading.
Success ca n give you hours of fun exploring the wave system, whereas fa il,ure mea ns
descending to therm al or ridge lift, or even
landi ng back.
Suppose you take an aerotow into wave
li ft and you want to make a ga in of height
for a badge flight or to go cross-country. If
you release too low the lift m, y be so weak
that you fa il to cli mb. But if you manage to
cli rnb very slowly you w ill often he rewa rded wi th an in reasing rete of cl imh that is
soon 5kts or more. The difference between
slowly sinking back to ea rth or achiev ing
you r FA! badge may be as litll e as a tenth
of a knot. O ne way to L!chieve a higher initi al climb rate may be to take a higher
aerotO\•v and release in stronger lift, but that
redu s the potential gain of he ight and

I
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increases the cost. The solution I suggest is
to improve your wave soaring tech nique so
th,lt you can climb from a height where the
wave lift is very weak.
A good rate of cl imb may be importa nt at
the top of your climb too. A fter reach ing a
max imum, the strength of the wave lift w ill
decrease wi th height. As the lift decreases
you wi ll stop climbing when the gl ider's
rate of sink through the airmass is greater
than the wave lift. But, if you can find and
stay in stronger lift, you can continue to
climb higher. Your highest poi nt w ill be the
point at w hich your short-term average
climb rL!te drops to zero. By ach ieving and
ma intaining the best possible rate of cl imb
you also have the potentia l to continue the
cl imb to a greater height. By maximising

your rate of climb you can have a lower
low point, a higher high point and therefore a greater gain of height.
Even if you don't need every last foot of
height, climbi ng quickly means you spend
less time at altitude and avoid getting too
cold. it reduces the risk of other factors
such as the cloud gaps closing, or runn ing
out of daylight or oxygen, forc ing you to
descend before you get to the top of the
wave system. And it makes sense to fully
exploit the strong lift while it is avai lable,
in case it does not last.
In fact, the objective is the same for
wave, hill, and th erma l soaring- to find
and use the strongest lift. W ith thermals
you locate the core and then turn tightl y to
stay in it. W ith wave soari ng the " core" w ill
generall y remJ in above a fixed point on the
ground w hile you w ill tend to drift with the
wind unless you compensate for it.

Where to find the lift
You can vastl y improve your chances of
cli mb ing if you rel eJse from tow di rectl y

Calculating wind speed and direction
If you want to determine wind speed and
direction without a final glide computer
here's how to do it with a GPS, magnetic
compass, and ASI. If you do not have GPS
you can use the same procedure with rather
less accuracy by observing your movement
over the ground - provided, of course, that
you can see the ground!
1. Make sure that your airspeed is greater
than the wind speed.
2. Compare your magnetic track on the GPS
with your compass heading.
3. If your track is to the left of your heading,
turn right until your track is the same as
your heading.
4. If your track is to the right of your heading, then turn left until your track is the

same as your heading.
5. When track and heading are identical, you
are 'heading directly into wind (or downwind!), so your track and heading are the
same as the wind direction. Knowing this
direction to an accuracy of ±5° is a great
help in wave soaring.
The difference between your ground
speed shown by your GPS and your true airspeed (TAS) is the wind speed. However, as
you get higher, the speed that is shown on
your ASI (the Indicated Air Speed or IAS) will
be considerably less than your TAS, so this
calculation is difficult to do. Don't worry
about doing the calculation precisely, it's
sufficient to know the wind speed roughly
for most purposes.
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Page 26: Mike Fox took this shot of Juniors p ilots in
weak wave over Portmoak. "T he difference between
slowly sinking back to earth or achieving your FA /
badge may be as little as a tenth of a knot... says Phi/
Far left: htgh-level/enticular blocking the sun in
southerly wave near Hay-on- Wye (Phi/ King)
Right: wave over Shobdon. where Diana King - who
took the photo - and husband Phi/ share a glider
Above: fantastic cloud formations in wave (Terry Joint)

into lift. Some tug p ilots will know where
th e li ft is and take you there as a matter of
course, but it isn't always that simple. it
pays to d iscuss the possibili ties ·wi th the tug
pi lot before the launch and agree a rad io
frequency that you ea n use during the
launch to d irect the tug to the li ft. Consider
usi ng any or all of the fo llowi ng sources of
information to help you fi nd lift:
• Position reports from pi lots in the wJve
• Stationary clo uds/gaps in the cloud cover
• Known hotspots for wave in the current
w ind d irec ti on (downwind of a lee slope)
• Upwi nd end of a persi stent cloud street
• High po ints/lee slopes (mark your m<lp)
• A two-seater fli ght with a loca l pilot
• Pai r-flyi ng w ith <1 local pi lot.
Unless the w ind is very light, it is best to
rel ease well upwind ol the airfield so th at if
it all goes vvrong yo u don't fi nd yourself
drifted downwind of the airfield faci ng a
field landi ng. If the w ind is strong and your
chosen re leJse point is well upw ind of th e
<l irfield it may save time and money to ask
the tug pi lot to fl y 10-20kt faster tha n usual

so as to make way aga inst the headwind.

Determining the wind vector
To keep the glider in the best wave lift you
must compensate exactl y fo r the wind drift
by knowing th e wi nd speed and d irection
at your cu rre nt height all the time (I use the
term "wi nd vector" to mean " w ind speed
and direction"). A useful starter before you
take off is to look at D fo recast su -h as the
M et Office F724 UK Spot Wind hart,
ava ilable at wave sites such as Shobdon or
by fax or on the interne! (see end of stmy
fo r details). Th is gives the expected win d
vector at various heights and positions.
O nce launched you need a mor ' prec ise
value. M ost modern GPS-I inked final gl ide
computers have some sort of fac ility to
calculate/d isplay the wind vec to r. Treat
such cJi culations w ith caution because
they are usual ly intended for use in therma l
conditions and can be very inaccurate
w hen used in wave. (See left, Calculating
wind speed and direction for how to fi nd it
w ithout a final glide computer.)

Techniques for climbing
O ne trad itional wave soarin g technique is
based on hi ll soaring principles and uses
al ternating beats c rosswind as ii soaring a
ridge. Th is may work adequately, bu t even
fo r hil l soaring you ca n improve your rate
of c li mb by identifying the po int on the
bea t w here the lift is strong t and making
S-tu rn s at tha t po int. The same te hn iquc
can be used w ith w,we lift and depends o n
doing the S-turns accur<J tely at th e right
point. I recommend three bas ic te hniques
for c limbing:
Knitting - in light winds use a techni que
tha t I believe Phi li p Wi lls was the first to
describe and ior wh ich he coined the term
knilling. W hen you havE' found the genera l
area of be l lift fly directly into w ind unti l
the rate of climb starts to red uce, then start
ci rcling with maybe 20° of bank. As you
ci rcle you w ill drift downwind. Initiall y the
rate of climb should increase to a maximum.
As soon as the rate of c limb reduces it hd.
passed its maximu m: yo u shou ld strJ ighten
>
ou t immediately and fl y directly into

Using GPS waypoints

Above: wave clouds over Llyn Efyrnwy (Lake Vyrnwy) show how much the lift differs from place to place- flying
alternating crosswind beats would not be the best way of exploiting this system. says Phi/
(Phi/ King)
October - November 200 1

In preparation for flight make sure you
know how to create new waypoints and
navigate to them on your GPS. My Garmin
allocates a sequential three-d igit name to
the new waypoint such as 004. Make a note
on your knee pad of the waypoint name,
and your height and rate of climb. If you
lose the lift you can use GPS to find the
spot again; if conditions have not changed
significantly you should be able to climb.
Each time before you launch , make sure
that the GPS has sufficient spare slots to
store new way1points. On a long flight you
might need 20 or more. If the weather
conditions are similar on consecutive
flights, waypoints created on the first flight
may be useful on the second.

27

MAKE THE MOST OF WAVE
~ wind ,1gain- this is where you need to
know wind direction accurately. If the
wave is marked by cloud you may need to
straighten out before the rate of climb
redu ces so as to avoid being drifted downwind into the cloud . This technique is very
similar to thermalling and requires the
same discipline: circle in the same direction
as other gliders in the same area, keep a
good lookout all the time- and look
particularly carefully before you start each
turn and before you straighten out.
If you are in the turbu lent layer below
the proper wave lift you ca n sometimes use
a combination of knitting and thermal ling.
The difference is that with thermal ling you
typically use more bank and do more turns
before the rate of climb drops off and then
you wi 11 need to fly straight upwind for
rather longer to regain your original point
over the ground.
If the wind is very light, knitting is almost
the same as thermalling; you may even be
able to use some of the same te hn iques
for centring. In thermals you generally feel
a surge of lift as you hit the core, however
in true wave lift (as opposed to rotor or
wave-enhanced thermals) the main or only
indication of the changing rate of climb is a
responsive vario, so it is worth setting your
electric variometer to its greatest sensitivity
and reducing the damping to its minimum.
S-turns- if the wind is stronger, avoid
turning downwind. The most common

path through
the air

wind
vector

mistake that beginners make is to drift
downwind out of the wave lift into the sink.
So, if in doubt, do not circle! DoS-turns. If
you do it right, describing an S in the air
will describe a figure-of-eight over a fixed
point on the ground so that you remai n in
the best lift. The challenge wi th this technique is to avoid drifting away from the
fixed point. If the wind is light you need to
fly alternately left and right roughly at right
angles to the wind direction . As the wind
gets stronger your angle to the wind direction should be progressively less.
Hovering- as the wind speed approaches
your glider's speed for minimum sink, the
angle of turn reduces until the glider is
flying directly into wind and hovering. The
simplest technique to describe, it is difficult
to fl y accurately. You need to exactly match
the glider's speed/direction to the wind
vector so they cancel each other out.

Centring
Before you start centring make sure you
can identify your current position accuratel y,
either by ground features, or preferably
with a GPS. I strongly recommend creating
a new waypoint each time you encounter
stronger lift, so that you can use the GOTO
function to return to that lift if you should
lose it. (See also box on p27). Don' t rely on
cloud features to identify your position .
Although wave clouds may appear to keep
station over the ground and in theory relate

path over
the ground

Left: the three methods
of wave soaring tha t Phi/
King recommends (from
top to bottom): knitting,
S-lums and hovering

l

After you are centred
As you cli mb higher keep repea ting the
centring process because the best li ft may
not rema in in exactly the same place. it
can move because of changes to the w ind
vector with time and height.
As well as centring on the best lift in
your local area, it's worth looking out for
indications that another area may give
stronger lift. These include clouds and other
gliders. Imagine the cloud as a ridge and
look downwind for the best into-wind
slope, then look at the cloud upwind and
look for the steepest lee slope- the area of
best lift will usually be on the direct li ne
between these two points. Alternatively, a
jump up or downwi nd by one wavelength
may (or may not) al low you to climb higher.
So, successfull y climbing to Gold or
Diamond height in wave is about heing in
the right place at the right time. Using a
GPS and the techniques I have described
ca n help you find the ri ght place and stay
there while you climb into the magica l
world of wave.

Knitting

S turns

•

---r-

To get a wind forecast (by fax) : 09060 700 403
75p/min (3 mins ; £2.15) or 09063 666 099

Hovering
Jon Hall. HRA
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exactly to the wave lift, they are essentially
ephemeral and can come, go and move
around wi thout warn ing.
Keep a good lookout all the time, and if
you are cl ose to other gliders forget the
GPS and use them as ind icators. If you are
in radio contact you can help each other
leapfrog into the area of strongest lift.
Centring can be considered in two axes:
crosswind and upwind/dovvnwind. The
objective is to find the best lift then stay in
it. However there is no point in losing the
lift completely in a fa iled attempt to fi nd
the best lift, so in practice it makes sense to
use any lift that you find then ca utiously
search for stronger lift. Always search
upwind first- it is easy to drift downwind,
but difficult to go upwind.
Search upwind by over-compensating for
the headwind unti l you are 1 OOm or 200m
directly upwind of your previous position .
Do this slowly and deliberately so that you
can observe wh ether the climb rate
increases or decreases, and so that you r
manoeuvring does not cause extra sink
which would mask any change in lift. If the
Iift decreases reverse the process and return
to your previously noted position by using
GOTO on the GPS. Re-establish your climb
then sear·ch downw ind, left, and right until
you find stronger lift.
If you find weaker lift in every direction
then you are centred. If you find stronger
lift immed iately identify you r new position
then conti nue the search by going further
in the same direction. Once centred, make
a permanent note of the position because
you may want to return to tha t point later
in the flight, or you may want to inform
other pilots of the exact position of the lift
so that they can also use it.

or (in1ernet) www.weatherweb.net/214215.htm or \ .
www.arl.noaa.gov/readybin/profsrc.pl?metdata; ~
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Past, present ...
In the first of an occasional series by leading pilots, Justin Wills
describes some of his early gliding experiences
The past is a foreign country: they do
things differently there- LP Hartley

CAN JUST recal l isolated moments of my

I

Above: Justin's FA/ certificate. The Diamond is s1gned
by Gi/lian Howe, then Assistant Secretary to the BGA,
now Justin's wife

first flight. My father, Philip Wills, took
me up in a de Havilland Hornet Moth
from White Waltham, where he had been
in the Air Transport Auxiliary during the
war. I can remember flying over
Maidenhead, then a small market town,
and demanding vociferously to be taken
down as I didn't like the 'bumps'. lt was to
prove prophetic.
Some time later, on my sixth birthday,
I had my first flight in a glider. We were
staying in a caravan on the edge of the
ridge at Sutton Bank overlooking the Va le
of Thirsk. lt was a fine day with a westerly
breeze; I sat on my mother's lap in a T-21
whilst my father, who was then world
champion, flew us along the hill towards
Gormire Lake. I recal l the sun glinting off
the water and the purple heather below.
As we turned back my father said: " Look,
there's a thermal". I stared and stared, but
alii cou ld see was another glider circling
ahead. I vowed that when I grew up I, too,
would learn to see thermals. That evening,
as a final treat, I was al lowed out of the
caravan in my dressing gown and si ippers
to watch 'my' T-21 being shoulder
laun hed off the es arpment into the rising
westerly wind . Unfortunately, the glider
was not kept straight so that it crabbed over
the edge; the leading wi ng was caught in
the updraught and the w hole aircraft rolled
over on to its back in the heather, to my

The T-21 in which Justin had his first glider flight. Later that day, as the wingtip holder hung on, a shoulder launch
went wrong. Photograph by Justin's brother Chris Wills, current President of the Vintage Glider Club
October -

November 2001

total consternation. My brother Chri s
photographed it all with his Brownie Box
camera.
For the next ten years I did no further
gliding as I was too young to fly solo and
in those days the numbers wanting to learn
to glide far exceeded the two-seaters
availabl e. The one exceptio n was during a
summer ha lf-term when I was thirteen;
I went up in a Slingsby Eagle on a good
soaring day but after half an hour I was
w retchedly sick and we had to land.
However, I was more than happy being a
member of my father's crew and shari ng in
his successes. One of my roles was to
col lect the droppable wheels he always
specified on his gliders in the interest of
performance.
I also joined the aeromodellers club at
school and bui lt all the Keil Kraft model
gliders, which I then flew at the gliding
sites. Most pilots brought their families to
the club for a day out (very few had more
tha n one ca r) so there were lots of other
chi ldren around w ith whom to play. We
used to rol ler skate along the perimeter
track at Lasham, which is how I know it
slopes down from east to west.

There is an art, or rather a knack, to flying.
The knack lies in learning how to throw
yourself at the ground and miss.
Pick a nice day and try it - Douglas Adams
As my sixteenth birthday approached
I joined Lasham and queued for instruction
on the T-2 1. 1Yi y efforts to lea m were
hampered by having numerous different
instructors, my fellow pupils being at
different stages and changing da ily, and
the absence of ani' ground school. But
I suspect the real problem was that I had
always imagined fly ing would be natural
and instinctive. For years I had gazed at the
sca le models of all my father's gliders and
imagined _oa rin g across country, even
across the Channel (which shows how
some child hood dreams can be fulfilled),
but had never realised flying involved
manipulnting levers and pedals. I totall y
fa iled to get the hang of it until the fo llowing year when I joined a members' course
with only four others: an Imperial Col lege
student, a Polish girl with a remarkable
beeh ive hair style, and my two cousins Gill
and Lesley Wills. We were allocated a new
T-49 Capstan and Derek Piggott. We were
able to operate on our own, including the
autotowing, and with Derek's ski ll and
enthusiasm four of us went solo by the
end of the week. My own first solo was
ea rly in the morning of a perfect day; I
>
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Above: a T-49 Capstan, 1/Je type Justin first soloed
Right: an ASW 17, a sailplane type Jus tin later owned

> ca n remember bei ng ab le to see the Isle
of W ight from th e top of th e launch, an d
th en being photographed as the first pupil
to be so loed in a T-49.
There followed a ra th er frustrating
period, during w hich I endeavoured to
compl ete the further check fli ghts req uired
to convert to th e single-seat Swallov.-.
Wh en I finally ac hi eved this I found it a
particularly difficu lt glider to fl y. The
cockpit wa~ claustrophobic, th e flying attitud e was co mpl etely diffe rent to the T-4 9,
its perform ance seemed worse, and its
co ntro ls, especially the ai rbrakes,
alarmin gly direct.
I was, of course, desperately keen to
achi eve a soa rin g fli ght, but all my training
h<td been aim ed at basic handling skills
and standa rd circuit pl annin g, thus I had
no success at all. A further discouragement
was being frequently berated in front of
th e entire IJLtnchpoint for various il yin g
mi sdemeanours, whi ch led me to suspect
that some instructors were more interested
in th e exercise of power Jncl superiority
th an in a gen uine des ire to teach. However,
after three w >cks I was cleared for solo
aerotowi ng, and with the extra tim e to sort
out fl ying th e Swa ll ow I
managed to keep it up for 46 minutes and
got my 'C' badge. During this tim e I was

The RAFGSA ·s legendary Andy Gough
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fortun ate, hav in g become reluctant to seek
advice from instru ctors in case it was
constru ed as evidence of in competence, in
having my father as mentor. He suggested
putti ng a pi ece of wool on th e canopy and
keepi ng it central by following th e tip of it
w ith the stick. I also found a foreign journ al
at home recommending th erm al centring
based on th e inner wing poi nting at th e
core when the va ri ometer was at its lowest
reading. As a res ul t, my soa rin o tim
in creased rap idl y, and by th e tim e I
returned to schoo l for my fin al term I was
cleared to fly the Sky lark 11.
But overhanging all my efforts to become
a more proficient pilot was my continuing

'Overhanging all my efforts to
become more proficient was my
battle with airsickness'
battl e with airs icknes s, which lasted a
fu rth er five ye<J rs. M y endurance seemed to
va ry betvveen 45 minutes and two hours.
With hindsight I suspect it may have been
exacerbated by a Centre of Gr<tv ity
probl em. I have always been fairly li ght
(a round 10 sto ne) <tnd, for some reason,
my weight distribution seems to defy
manufacturers' CJ icul ations of minimum
cockp it loads. Th is was illustra ted yea rs
later when I bou ght an ASW-17. Empty
w eighin g indi ca ted I should be w ell w ithin
th e CG range, yet revveighing with me in
th e cockpit res ulted in my adding 6kg of
lea d in th e nose to rea ch th aft limit. One
of th e effects of th e C of G b i ng too far , ft
is th at th e glider tends to pitch nose up in
turbul nee; the pilot instinctively corrects
thi s but is conseq uently exposed to
frequent reduced 'g' forces which, in my
case, exa cerbates airsickness. I underwent
extensi ve medica l tests, which showed
there were no physical ca uses, Jnd these
findi ngs convinced me thJt the probl em
had to be overcome by psycho log ica l
means. I set about eating and drinking
norm<t lly before ench fli ght, ca rrying
numerous plastic bags, and ensuring I had

a specific ob ject ive for every fli ght and
landin g <l S soon as it was achi eved or
became unrea li stic. I fin ally cured myse lf
compl etely at my first competition a.t Rieti
in 197 1, where I WJS so abso rb ed and
fasci nated by the flying that I sim p ly forgo t
all about being ai rsick. However, to this
day I remain a poor passenger in a twose<J ter, and di slike high 'g' manoeuvres.
In th e mea ntime, my five ho urs duration
flight proved quite a hurdl e, sever<J I
attempts h<1Vi ng to be termin ated desp ite
my enthusiasm, and it was fin all y achieved
in a Skylark 2 at Lashum just over a yea r
from my first so lo. I now fe lt reaso nabl y
proficient at soaring but fl ying crossco untry appea red rather daunting in terms
of getting the necessary c lea ran ce, ccmying
out th e fli ght itself, and oroanising and
finJn cing th e neces sary retri eve <ts I hod
no car. Th e brea kthrough occurred wh en I
join ed th e Oxford University Air Squ adron
during my first year as an undergradu ate
and gained access to the fJc iliti es al th e
RAFGSA Bicester, where th e Air Squadron
based its Ch ipmunks and provid ed regular
tran sport to and from Oxford. My power
instru ctors soo n became accustomed to th e
sight oi my back disappearing towards the
gliding hanga r- it was full of marve ll o us
gli ders av<ti lab le at very reaso nabl e cost
under th e control of th e legencl<Jry Andy
Gough, w ho radiated enthusias m, drive
and chJrisma.
Within two months I had completed my
Silver 'C' flyin g <1 Scheibe SF-26 to Lasham
twic e (o n th e fir st occasion I forgot the
barograph). There w<Js Cl Statut e which
prohibited members of th e University from
keep in g an aircrJft within five mil es of
central Oxford, so I parked the SF-26 n its
trailer behind th e air force blue Bedford
van out side my co ll ege gJ tcs overnight
following the re tri eve, Jnclnobody noticed.
Nine weeks IJter, with Andy's continuing
help and encour<tgement, I <Jchieved my
JOOkm Diamond goo l, and quite soon
therea ft er my fa th er Js ked whether I wou ld
like to share his brand nevv Dart "17R
w ith hirn ...
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Above: Justin in the Dart shared with his father. Philip
Right: a Hornet Moth: Jus/in's first flight was in this type
Jhe While Planes picture co.

Praise they that will times past, I joy to see
t'vly self now live: this age best pleaseth me
- Robert Herrick
No talgia is genera lly rose tinted, not sepia.
The smell of new-mown grass mixed with
aero-engine ex haust provokes innumerab le
su nlit memories, as does the sound of
laughter filtering down a concrete stai rwell,
and the song of a skylark. Every time I take
off I am still entranced by the sudden
transition that occurs at about 60 feet w hen
o ne's view of the world becomes three
dimensional. Though the events described
above occu rred over 35 years ago, many
observations rema in just Js relevant today.
By far th e most valuable asset of the
gliding mov'ment is 1ts membership, w hich
provides the greJlest source of new
memb rs: over 60 per cent of the pilots at
the ju nior Championships have a fam ily
con nection with gliding. lubs could
benefit from devoting on Saturday per
month to families and friends, providi ng
cheap two-sea ter ilying followed by a
suitable soc ial event. lt is importa nt that
gliding clubs think about providing
fac iliti es that are competit ive in today's
leisure market. lt is interesting to reflect
that in 1935 the London GC, with less than
200 members most of w hom were under
30 (my father was 28), commissioned o ne
of its young pilots called Kit Nicholson to
design a club house whi ch cost £3,500 to
complete at a time w hen the best glider
ava il able cost £300; the equiv lent today
would be over £1 million.
When seeking new m mbers from the
genera l public clubs should focus on anyone who says: " I have always wanted to
fly " . This may be evidenced by an interest
in aeromodcl ling or hang-glid inglparagliding,
but it does seem as if certain people have
an almost genetic urge to fly. I like to think
thi s relates b,JCk to the moment when birds
developed from land animals. Whatever
the cause, those expressing th is interest
very often become long-term members.
For many people their first flight in a
glider is disconcerting. lt is not silent, the
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glider does not float effortlessly across the
sky, the mot ion is strange and in itially the
process of flying seems unnatu ral. This
app lies particu larl\' to enclosed tandem
two-seaters: interestingly th e very successful club at Rufforth still offers th e choice of
first flights in a T-21 and many opt for it.
Trai ning to solo is best done intensively
wi th a peer group and a minimu m rotation
of instructors. There is a need for suitab le
ground school and J reJIIy good cockpit
simul ator. Once solo th e new pi lot needs
to receive almost as much attention and
advice, wh ich may be best provided by a
mentor system. The problem of airsi ckness
shou ld be fully apprec iated . In the vast
mJjority of cases it can be overcome, but
the aifl iction may be far more w idespread
than we think, since most oi those affected
qui ckly disappear. If the sufferer is also of

'We are incredibly lucky
to live in the present'
sl ight build great ca re should be taken to
ensure the ilight CG is sufficientl y forward.
In th e worst cases treatment by hypnosis
should not be ruled out.
Fi nally, my most abiding impression of
gliding in the past and the present is that it
consists of the most wonderfully varied,
interesting, talented people, who enjoy
thinking about and debating every aspect
of the sport as well as actual ly fl ying. Much
of human hilppiness is derived from doing
someth ing one likes with people one likes.
Even with the tenfold increase in private
ovvnership that has occu rred over the last
35 years, the advent of enormous gJ ins in
perform ance minim ising th e number of
field landings, the use of auxi liary motors
to reduce th at number furth er, and rigging
and tow out aids, gliding rema ins essenriall y
a soci al activity. And it needs to. Gli ding in
Britain is dependent on a large number of
voluntary enthusiasts prepared to run
everything from the sa ndw ich ce1ravan at
the launchpoint to the chairma nship of the
BGA. As a result we enjoy some of th e
cheapest and most accessible gliding any-

w here. And we have the potential to make
an enormous contribution to the future o f
avi.Jtion: on a summer weekend th ere may
be 1,500 gl iders airborne <Jbove Brit<Jin
at any one time, occupying a re lati vely
sha llow layer of uncon trolled airspace;
even at peak times there are less than 100
aircraft in controlled U K airspace, spread
over a very wide altitude range. Over the
last 35 years the expansion of con trolled
airspace has been total ly disproportionate
to the growth of traific, and the resu lt is
becoming increasingly absurd and unsaie,
posing some very awkward questions of
potentia l legJ I liability. The problem is not
one oi space per se, w hich is immense, but
of utilisat ion, and gliding as a major airspace user with no commercial interests is
in a strong positio n to contribute creative
and technologica l solutions to the problem
which clearly has to be solved. I have no
doubt the next 50 yea rs wi ll prove as
cha llenging and interesting as the last.
Abov al l, it is the love of fly ing that
inspires us. However long it takes us
individual ly to learn to il y we can always
reflect on the first creature that looked up,
s<Jw a falling leaf, and thought: "that looks
fu n". Ten million years later, hJving grown
the necessary membranes Jnd converted
sca les to feat hers it was poised for its first
solo ... \Ne arc incred ibl y lucky to
\. .
~
live in the present.

Above. Justin·s mother and father. Kitty and Philip
Wills; Pllilip was world champion in 1952 and
chairman of the BGA for 19 years from 1949-1968
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IThe ideal present for any occasion!
The Platypus Papers:
6 ..
Fifty Years of Powerless Pilotage

2,464 km!!!!
in 14h 20m

=172kph

After the World Record
achievements of the
'99 OSTIV expedition
to the Andes, the 2000
trip brought even more
spectacular success.

~

I

"All soaring pilots should have this book
on their shelves"- George Moffat
"Like Schweppes, it fizzes the whole way
through"- Derek Piggott
"Don't read it in public unless you are
willing to make a spectacle of yourself
laughing out loud" - Dave Allison
"The funniest book ever written" - Platypus
HOW TO BUY: see Tailfeathers, page 17

Congratulations to
Klaus Ohlmann for the

World's longest Ever
Glider Flight, 26.11.00.
For infofmation on new and
used S1O's and how you Gin
make spectacular use of your

valuable time, please contact.
Mike Jefferyes,
Tanglewood,

Fingrith Hall Road,
Blackmore, Essex CM4 ORU
Tei/Autofax: 012n 82306&
MikeJefferyesO
SllMME.co.uk

(Coming soon:·
- w.STEMME.co.uk)

T

he Bristol and Gloucestershire Gliding Club
- - Nympsfield - Winter Membership Available
Ridge and Wave Camps Welcome
PRE SOLO TRAINING

2 AEROTOW T G. AVAilABLE • 1 SUPACAT WINCH 2 DRUMS
FIXED PRICE TO SOL0-£500.00

EBL

.

'

High guaranteed winch launch rate
Quality air time for Instruction - Not just a fetiJ minute&flight lime!
Soaring Oights • Ridge soaring Oights from our pet.'taeular site • Bronze and cross country
endorsement • Unique superb site tbat allows you to soar or ridt,>e soar all year round.
No charge for some of our accommodation for courses
CLUB FLEET- Kal3's DG505 Ka8's GROB 102 ASW 19

•

LARGE
RANGE
OF SHAPES
AND SIZES
AVAILABLE

•

EX-STOCK

•
Bob Reece

REMATIC
School House
Norton
Nr Worcester WR5 2PT
Tei/Fax Worcester

(01905) 821334
Mobile Tel:

0589 786838
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MEMBER

JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LTD

The largest Sailplane Insurance
Agency in the UK

BJ

General Insurance
ST.4NOAADS COUNCJt

Service with Security
Our Policies now include free Third Party Airside Liability coverage
for your car and your syndicate members cars

JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LTD
01420 88664 General Enquiries or
Terry Joint 01420 88700 (Mobile 07802 708670) • Bernadette Pollard 01420 88706
Facsimile 01420 542003

Joint Aviation Services Ltd
No. 8 Old Aylesfield Buildings, Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton, Hants. GU34 4BY

Or visit our website

.a

,··--

u
m
c

..
c

The Friendly Gliding Club
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http:/ / wwwJoint.co.uk • Or email joint.aviation@virgin.net

Learning to Glide?
No Course availability?
Check out Shenington -

::::s

~

@

We are special! and this is how we do it:
• Flying 7 days a week
• Grass/Hard runways (weather resistant!)
• Value for money courses- guaranteed
number of launches
• Professional Instructors- maximum ratio 2:1
• Winch, Aerotow and Motorglider available
• A friendly welcome to all visitors

m
•

Clubhouse, Bunkhouse- Bar facilities available to members and visitors

~

Shenington Airfield, Oxfordshire OX15 6NY
Tel 01295 680008 • Email: gliding.club@virgin.net

~
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Reachl
turn in<

Part three of Guy Westgate's Europ
and toothbrush takes him to the far
unwelcome prospect of beginning I

Above: the tourist town of
Zakapone under the High Tatra
mountains on the border
between Poland and Slovakia

Above right: the hillside airfield
of Zar in Poland: all landings
uphH/, all take-offs downhill...

Left: Days 9-14 of Guy's journey
across Europe to the farthest
point of his travels from the UK
(map: Steve Long/and)

Below: Bielsko Biala. known to
glider pilots for its former
SZO factory and now home to
the MOM Fox works

Y DG-400 looked almost inadequate
at the end of a very long line of new
Katanas and Louring motorgliders
outside the Diamond FJctory at Wiener
Neustadt. One of the receptionists gave me a
personal tour around the manufacturing plant
that had c losed fo r the weekend . There were
Kat.:tnJ 1 OOs and KatJna Extreme motorglider
in various stages of production, and the new
Diamond four-seater, th e DA40.
As th e day looked soarable I decided to
cross the former Iron Curtain into th e Czech
Republi c. Whil e I hadn 't been particu larly
conscientious with flight plans until now,
I thought it prudent to file properl y this time,
rather than get intercepted by a MiC fighter
at the border.
I struggled w ith the paperwork, as my
Aeracl data book only listed the biggest
commercial air(ie lds and my GPS ciJtabase
had no Czech information. Fortunately, the
)eppesen maps I had bought for the whole oi
Europe had a list of co-ord inates for airfields
and NAV beacons and I selected an airfield
around 130km north of the border for my
destination, w ith a random selection of
diversion field s en route. I had no idea of the

M

Below: Guy at Ostrava
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Right: the World War Two dear .
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ing the
point

:>ean adventures with a motorglider
rthest point of his travels - and the
the long journey home
size of any of them and just hoped I had not
committed myself to landing at the Czech
Republic's Heathrow!
The other snag with the flight plan was the
perpetual question of a soaring glider's
predicted flight time and endurance. Using
climb power, I had an engine endurance
oi less thJn tvvo hours, but it would be
reasonJb le to assume I could glide between
climbs, so the airborne time could be four to
five hours. I expected any good soaring day
to last six hours: To trigger emergency services
into oction after tvvo hours wou ld he sil ly.
I CJIIed the Austrian flight iniormation agency
for advice, but soon wished I hJdn't as I
beca me involved with some very sen ior airtraffic personnel and got absolutely nowhere.
Eventua lly, I did what I should have done
from the start - to ld J little white lie. I filed
ilight time six hours, the FIR boundary after
three, endu ran ce eight! After an hour's wait
ior this to be processed, I climbed into the
haze to track north along the western
boundary of Vienna's airspace. I was hoping
to see Vi enna, but it wJs lost in the murk.
I fo llm<Ved a rising cloudbase north-west
initially, aiming for my entry point into Czech

1 camp

airspace 135km away. Austrian air traffic
pestered me every few minutes for my height,
position and estimates for various points that
were not on my map. Once I had left the
Wien erwald hills the visibility got much
better and after a very wide blue corridor the
conditi o ns improved to match. The balance
between convective boom or bust must have
been on a knife-edge as I cou ld see showers
in the distance even though the cloud tops
were not much above the rising base at
S,OOOft. Conditions were excellent, the
showers always remained on the horizon and
I reached the border in less than two hours.
Forth fi rs t time I fel t strangely limited by
having a defined end point to the day's flight.
A few kilometres inside the border, the
therm ;:l ls fell ilat and I limped 17km in the
same time I had clone 100 the pt·evious hour.
There were still cumulus clouds but the
thermals were less than half a knot and I now
wish ed the glider was not quite so full of
un-jetti sonable ballast. I decided I should
make my flight plan destination at all costs.
As I reached final glide height th e heavens
opened and I was forced to use the engine.
A big grass field greeted me at th e G PS

co-ordi nates for MorJvska Trebova. I called
and cal led on the tower frequency and finally
landed by the hangar, having hea rd on ly
garbled Czech on the radio. A Blanik was
being lau nched from the far nd but other
than th at, the airfield looked deserted.
I walked around for a couple of minutes and
had an uncanny feeling of deja vu until I
glanced into one of the power hangars when
it all clicked into place. I had stumbled on
the Czech aerobatic centre that I had visited
by road briefly 10 yea rs earli er: In the hangar
was a sumptuou s collection of aerobati c
Extras, Zlins, Sukois and C<1ps.
I was introduced to one of the acrobatic
instructors who spoke a little English. H e
informed me that I had brought trouble to th e
school because I had not Mrangcd customs,
whi ch would take 24 h urs by special
arrangement. He contemplated cal ling the
police but thank fully dec ided the be t
solution was for me to leave the way I had
come in, illega lly, if I promised to depart
via Ostrava to clear customs before proceeding further' A flight plan, it appears, is only
half the story.
>
I found th.e tower, whi ch was fully

of Auschwitz-Birkenau. poignant symbol of the Holocaust
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TRAVELS WITH MY TOOTHBRUSH
~ m a nn ed. A young gi rl was with the contro ller reading an English dictionary. When
I enquired as to why nobody had answered
my ea rli er ca lls, she translated that they did
not know what I wa nted, that is why they
did not reply! We watched together as the
aeroclub's engineer wa lked over to my
unattended glider and paced out the long
w ingspan twice.
The rest of the afternoon was quiet. My
new fr iend tried her English and I spent the
best part of an hour learning the most useful phrase in any new language: "Two
beers please - my friend wi 11 pay I"
I was embarrassed by the overwhelm ing
generosity of the loca l pilots. I helped a
member ri g a very old ASW 15. After
asking what money I had changed, he gave
me enough to cover my accommodation
and meals for the night and woul d not take
a penny for it!
I teamed up with an Austrian, Gilbert,
who took me out to the local hostelry then
to a nightclub. Gilbert owned an exotic
si ngle-seat aerobatic ai rcraft, but as nobody
wanted to hear him practise aerobatics in
Austria, he flew it here. He told me a
little of the aerobatic school's politics
and of the financial prob lems the club
faced w ithout the cash former Soviet
govern ments had bestowed on aviation
activities. I tried out my new linguistic skills
and Gilbert unwitti ngly paid
20 Koruna for two beers- that's 1Bp each r
Gilbert thought a flight in the S hool
Extra 300 might be possible in the morning
but I had to wait for my allotted instructor
to take the morning air before he would
even contemplate a time for aerobatics.
Then, after he had taken lu nch with his
fami ly, he agreed it would be soon.
I foun d him some hours later preparing
to fly tourists loca lly. I packed up quickl y
and tore off into a fa ntastic-looking sky
rather angry that I had wasted time on the
dream of an aerobatic flight on w hat would
be a long, difficult day.
The 1OS km to Ostrava was easy running.
The control led airspace started 30km from
the airport, and although I made contact

with the approach contro ller, concentrating
on speaking slowly and with perfect
articul ation, I could not get beyond my ca ll
sign's being understood . I was instructed to
ca ll agai n later, wh ich I d id on final glide,
but this time talki ng as fast as I could. He
responded immediately in perfect English
and told me to report airfield in sight.
I was a thousand feet above th e runway
in a downwind position when I was told
I was number two to land, beh ind an ATR. I
was sudden ly in a Catch-22 situation: too
low and too far away to start the engine
sa fely and no lift. I watched the turbo-prop
arriving from miles avvay and positioned
myself as tight as I dared behi nd for a very
low circui t. The controller repeatedly asked
fo r my position, and finally gave me
permission to land as I was taxi-ing off the
runway. I called: " Cleared to land X-Ray
Bravo" to keep him happy and flipped up
the engine to taxi onto the apro n. They
c lea rly were not expecting a DG-400 as
I was met by two engi neers who attempted
to chock, not only the main wheel, but also

'All the villages were simply
ribbon developments,
each house with its own thin
strip. For mile upon mile there
was nowhere to land'
the wingtip, with heavy rubber chocks
almost a foot high.
I tri ed to file a new flight pla n with a
typica lly brusque assistant who told me my
flight p lan was not va lid as all VFR fl ights
must enter Poland by the approved points
and foll ow the approved VFR routes. She
amended my route so that to travel the
80km to the nearest airfield in Poland
I would have to route more than 250km
via Katowice to clear customs.
The handling agent escorted me into the
air-conditioned terminal where I paid the
handl ing fee after asking for a little time to
organise a second mortgage. The beer may
be cheap but the land ing fees are not.
I returned to the glider to find it being
Left: Edward Marganski
(left) in his garage
workshop; his IS the
imagination behind both
the Fox aerobatic glider
(prototype in the roof)
and the Spark jet trainer
(on the testing rig)
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guarded by a policewoman with a big gun,
who made Rosa Klebb - the scariest fema le
baddy in the James Bond movies- look
like a kitten. I checked the glider for other
SPECTRE agents and then disappeared as
fast as I cou ld.
I turned on track as soon as I was ai rborne, and ta rgeted a factory ch im ney for
my first climb. Conditions were good until
the Polish border where a hazier air mass
hera lded weaker cli mbs and a lowering
cloudbase aga inst the mountains. I was
su rprised how suddenly the agricu lture
altered. The change from Austria to the
Czech Repub lic had been imperceptible,
now I was aware that all the villages were
simply ribbon developments along narrow
streets, each house with its own thi n strip
of land, leading for a mi le or so until the
boundary with the next ribbon vi IIage. For
mile upon mile there was nowhere to land.
The control ler I t me cut the corner off
my official routing, but I could not make
him understand th at I was soaring. An hour
into Poland I could see the industrial haze
of Katowi ce and glid towards the first of the
ma ny coa l-fi red power stations that got me
in and out of the internation al airport on
the north-east frin ges of the sprawl ing
conurbation.
The airport had a very modern feel and
I cou ld not have been treated better. I was
escorted through customs, got my passport
stamped and as th e handling agent had no
costs listed fo r an aircraft weighing just
480kg they did not make a charge. I on ly
needed a flight plan to clear the ai rport's
contro l zone, so I taxied away after a mere
35 minutes on the ground.
I motored just high enough to glide back
to the first power station on the edge of
the zone, but misjudged slightly, arriving
a li ttle too low. I found nothing but
turbulence until a few hundred feet above
the chimneys. The air was quite putrid: a
vei I of impenetrable industrial gloom hung
over the city.
The day was dying quickly and the on ly
lift I found in the murk was from the power
stations. I climbed for Bielsko Biala first,
but my cl imb over the southernmost
chimney took me to almost S,OOOft above
Za r, now only 45km away, and I enjoyed a
long relaxed final gl ide to the hills.
I had been pre-warned about the short
runway at Zar. it is so steep that landings
are always uph ill . I arrived with plenty of
height to survey the area and the old
fun icular rai lway built to carry gliders to
the hilltop for bungy launch ing. The
manager came to meet me on landi ng and
proud ly showed me to th e concrete hotel.
I ate like a ki ng, and was taken to the hilltop in the evening to look for glow-worms
and see the lights of the Polish cities to the
north twink le through the haze.
The sloping runway was more than a
match for my engine. I cou ld not taxi uph ill
and eventuall y managed to snake my way
from the hangars to take off the next morning. I realised I had al ready flow n within a
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few kilometres of Oswiecim on my route
from Katowice but had missed Auschwitz,
one of the most poignant symbols of the
Holocaust. I had visited it years before
and was captivated vvith the idea of seeing
it by air.
I fed in a rough GPS fix but it wasn't necessary: the vast dimensions of Birkenau
were hideously obvious. Looking down,
I couldn' t quite believe the scale of human
tragedy that must have unfolded in the
extermination camp beneath me. I fell
silent for some minutes, subdued; I even
turned clown the vario until I felt I had
spent long enough wrapped in my own
thoughts, descending slowly.
The rout·e back south was hard work
and as I climbed away from th plain, a
significant patch of spreaclout from the
mountains weakened the thermals. The air
felt wetter as the hills developed into
mountains; sunlight became increasingly
scarce. A front was approaching and
I resorted to the engine after a little less
than two hours airborne. I was depressed
after the sights of the morning and because
I was reaching the end of my journeying.
From now on it would be flying home.
There was one last place t wanted to see
before turning round, but it would have to
wait until tomorrow.
I found the grass field at Nowy Targ,
where a fine mist of drizzle sealed my
despondency. The airfield felt bleak.
The rough accommodation block I had
slept in years before, on my first aerobatic
course in Poland, had been torn down
because of asbestos but nobody had
removed the rubble.
A group of schoolchildren visited the
airfield in the late afternoon and showed
more interest in my DG than the club's
Puchacz and tugs. t watched their faces as
they tried to come to terms with the idea
that t had travelled all the way from
England . Their teacher clearly did not
believe me!
As the sun rose the next morning, I could
see the peaks of the High Tatras to the
south along the border with Slovakia, the
last jewel I wanted to witness. There was a
fresh south-westerly wind as I motored up
to the 20-mile long mountain chain.
The Tatras reach 7,000ft, the highest
peaks of the Carpathians, and even though
the thermals were surprisingly rough
I reached B,OOOft before entering the
Podhale region to the south. The lee rotor
was churning up the sky disturbingly and
after an hour in the tumble-dryer I decided
that t had better say goodbye to the
beautiful Tatras and turn for home, now
1,SOOkm to the west.
The first few kilometres were inauspicious
as the battle between wave and thermals
made me feel like piggy-in-the-middle. The
sky was changing by the minute. I caught
glimpses of vvave bars stacked up to the
heavens one second, then storm clouds
and long fat cloudstreets, full of showers
but little lift. The extremes of turbulence
October , November 2001

and sink combined with a relentless 30kt
wind to make the first 60km feel like a
Diamond distance. After clearing Zywiec, I
fell on to a ridge upwind of Zar and slowly
picked my way from the trees to a position
where t could see Bielsko Biala nestled
under the hills, and I glid out to land.
The airfield is known to glider pilots as
the former SZD factory, but more recently
has been base for one of Poland's most
ingenious aviation entrepreneurs, Mr
Edwarcl Marganski. He showed me round
the factory where the aerobatic Fox is
produced and also his new project, a
two-seat, carbon-fibre, military training
jet, the lskra 11 (it means Spark). lt is an
clCh i vement made all the more remarkable
when put into the context of being planned
and built in what looked to me like a
big garage.
The wind was going to be a recurring
feature of the week, but almost worse was
the moisture and weather it was drawing
from the Baltic. As with most of the
journey, I was limited to the occasional

'The long-term forecast was not
promising; I began to wonder if
I would ever get home. I would
need some good days ahead .. .'
television forecast- what I cou Id see was
what I would get.
Now four days into the former Eastern
Bloc, I was beginning to develop a sense of
their commitment to rules. Every flight in
Poland had to be 'co-ordinated' with my
destination airfield, all the clubs I would
pass by and an area controller.
My flight from Bielsko was a race before
the next weather front. I was 'co-ordinated '
past Rybnik and the impoverished mining
and industrial areas south of Katowice but
soon the high cloud was shutting clown
thermals. I was surprised how quickly I
reached rain, necessitating a 3,000ft climb
with the engine to make the last 25km to
Opole, an old grass Second World War
airfield. A gliding course was launching a

Bocian in the drizzle and there was an
army of Ag plane fire-fighting crews, very
bored indeed. The year had been so wet
that they had had no fires to put out This
did nothing to dampen their boundless
enthusiasm to help. As soon as they knew
I wanted fuel they fetched some AVGAS in
an old milk churn and helped me past their
enormous Dromedary fire bombers into the
huge hangar ro watch the rain come down.
By evening the locked hangar door was
dutifully sealed with wax and I wondered
if I would get to see my glider again. The
rain was distressingly persistent and I started
to worry about getting stuck. I was offered
a mattress in the Ag-pilots' Portacabin but
within five minutes of the television going
off, the beer-assisted snoring started so I
went to find a place to sleep in the kitchen.
The rain stopped early the next morning
and it brightened quickly. Even with the
early cumulus showing over development
it looked quite soarabl e. Despite the
hospitality of my pilot comrades, it was
no place to get stuck so I took advice on
the Ag strips all the way to the border and
set off into the headwind before I could
get 'co-ordinated'.
Predictably after th e rain the cloudbase
was low, rising to less than 2,500ft by
mid-afternoon. The streets were largely on
track and what little progress I made was
by dolphining up them . The wind was
around 20-25kts. After two hours of
battling I had reached Wroclaw. I knew
I had to clear customs again before leaving
Poland and the weather was not good
enough to make it to the border, so I landed
at Szymanow, the gliding field on the
northern edge of town.
The long-term forecast was not promising
and I began to wonder if I would ever get
home ... I was annoyed with myself for
delaying my holiday this far away. Since
turning for home I had averaged less than
1 OOkm a clay and I had to be back at work
in ·10 clays with 1 ,200km still to go, I
needed some good days ahead.

Next issue: the journey back...

~

Right: Guy's DG-400 was
dwarfed by the PZL
Dromedary fire bomber
he encountered at Opole.
it was "like a Piper
Pawnee on steroids."
he says
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Jochen Ewald

Vintage

Above: the Cumulus /Ill
belonging to Christian
Kro/1, from Germany. The
unusual-looking fuselage

is attached to Grunau
Baby wings

Kranich 11. Since it
onginalfy came from
Czechoslovakia. it was
fitting that it returned to
the skies from a
Czech airfield
Jochen Ewald

Left: Laszlo Revy from
Budadrs brought th is
new-built RRG-1 Zdgling,
a t 926 German Primary,
first built in Hungary in
the same year
Below: Otto Grau 's replica
1935 Rhdnsperber
Below right: A local priest
baptised the Czech
nacelled SG-38 of Jiri
Lenik "Erwin" to honour
Erwin Primavesi of
Akaflieg Prague, a
Czech gliding pioneer
Geoff Moore

HEN CHRIS Wills and fri ends
bega n the Vintage GC in 1972,
with th e aim of keeping th e last
pre-wm gliders airworthy, no-one im ag ined
it woulci become on e of the most pOJ ul,1r
intern ational clubs. Today, about 1,000
members across the world h lp ke p history
ali ve. Their annu al intern ation al ralli es are
th e highlight of th eir < tiviti es .
Thi s yea r, 75 gliders vis ited the Aero Club
Zbras lav i e, a very active club, wh ich also
operates histori c air raft, 80km east of
Pragu e. The low living costs compensated
for the long journey and ciespite some
fronts, a lot of il ying was clon e.
Notabl e among th vinta ge gliders were
the newl y-restored Mraz-built Kranich 11 of
)ochen Kru s and th e LG-1 30 Kmotr (or
Uncle), a Czech side-by-s ide two sea ter of
the ea rl y 50s, bea utifully restored by th e
Aveko fa tory at Brno-Medlanky airport.
The rep li ca scene is growin g: we aw a
new RRG-1 Zog ling anci a nace ll ecl SG-38.
The quality of th e second fu lly aeroba ti c
D FS Habi cht, built bv th e Zahns, an aeromodell er famil y, wa 'out. tanuing. Fath er,

W

Right: Jochen Kruse 's
newly-restored Mraz-built

Jochen Ewald

Jochen Ewald

Jochen Ewald
Jochen Ewald

of 2001

Above centre: Govier
(left) and RhOnsperber
await hangar packing
Above. Tile LF-109

son and grand on used plans from the
Wasserkuppe Museum; Christoph Zcl hn, the
grandson and the only glider pilot of the
three, flew wonderful Jerobatics in it.
For the first time, J Polish tcJm took part,
hringing an SZD-22c Mucha C c1nd ,1 Fuka 4.
y off red to host the 2004 rally, giving
th histori c fleet a new coun try to visit.
Sad news ca me from the VGC's pre-rally
rendez-vous in Zwickau, GermC~ny : KIJus
Hcyn had a severe launch accident in his
new Woli Hirth Musterl e. replica . In the
hurry to get airborne before the weekend
afternoon's noise-redu ing "aerotow pause."
the ai lerons were not properl y connected
and no proper positive control checks were
done. KIC~us was seriously injured, but at
the end of the rally the good news came
thJt he will make a full recovery.
The 29th VGC Rally was a great success.
TI1r. ]llth ral ly w ill be held in 2002 at
Achrnor near Osnabriick in Germany, a
former RAF base. For more details, contJct:
Christopher Wills, Wings, The Street.
Ewelme, Oxon OXl 0 6HQ, UK.
\ .

PkJnyr. a Czech trainer
from the 1950s
Left: a Czech side·by-side
two-seater. the LG-130
Kmotr (Uncle) owned by
the Czech Technical

nl

Jochen Ewald

~

Museum. restored by
Aveko!Brno and flown by
Aeroklub Brno-Medlanky
Jochen Ewald

Right: the OFS Habicht
has just been built to a
high standard by a
father. son and grandson
family of modellers and
was introduced to an
admiring vintage gliding
world at the VGC rally
The glider's distinctive
colour scheme includes
not only those red
stnpes. but also (below)
a line drawing of the
des1gner. Hans Jacob,
on the rudder
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Pop-Top Glider Pilots Parachute

State of the art in emergency parachutes
• The
External seated pllotchute providing the fastest possible deployment.
•• FullyPop-Top.
encased risers resulting in a snag free parachute container system .
parachutes in a range of sizes to suit all sizes of pilots.
• Steerable
Soft,
slim
line
design for the ultimate in comfort
~ •• British built, quality
assured to BS 5750
Reliability,
comfort
and
efficiency when it matters
•
THOMAS Sports Equipment Limited
'fl'IOM~s

Lofty's Loft • Pinfold Lane • Bridlington • East Yorkshire • Y016 6XS • Tel: 01262 678299
www.thomas-sports.com • Fax: 01262 602063

C4

COMPETITION

Flight Computer
with new software update

Documentation &
Navigation

Wond calculatoon - dll'edJon!stll!ngth

New 12 Channel GF'S r-IVer

fast Clltltor.ng on tn91malli with tendency arrows

Comfortable push rastener

GPs Interface autandard

Motor runnong recording
C omplete nav,g;~hon do play

w1th em.wgeoey al!ftelds
European waypomts
5oo programmable waypoonts

100 prpgrammabl~; routes
StDI'l!ge capacity aiJI)rox 100 h

Compact99 • 59 x 34 mm
Current uae ilfllli'OlC. 100 mA
lntertsce NMEA 0183

YORK GLIDING CENTRE
WHERE ONLY THE BEST WILL DO/
Brilliant site • Quality, mud free runways • No airspace restrictions • 2 Pawnee tugs • 2 winches
• 3 x 2 seat training gliders • 3 x single seaters • 2 motor gliders for faster glider training •
Approved site for glider pilot to PPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces • Full time staff •
5 day courses £300 • Fixed price to solo £750 (winch and aerotow) • 7 day operation

RUFFORTH AIRFIELD, YORK • TEL 01904 738694
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WOMEN'S WORLDS

Baltic Golds
Sarah Steinberg (left) and Gillian Spreckley (below) describe how
the British team won the w omen's worlds in Lit huania in August
EVEN travelling to Lit huania is an
adventure, writes Sarah Steinberg, let
alone competing there. You know you
are leaving the EU at the Polish border
when glorious autobahns give way to a
six-hour queue on rutted s ingle
carriageways. lt was another 14 hours
to the site, a huge former Soviet base
littered with Yaks, Antonovs, Blaniks
and Jantars. Nearby field boundaries
were reinforced by glider wings.
Good weather arrived with the opening ceremony. At the start, all the teams
seemed equally apprehensive, but we
endeavoured to just get on with the
task and not look down! We were
briefed to get a consistent result and
not to try to win the day. I did as I was
told and p romptly came a close
second. The next day was an assigned
area task (my first in a contest,
although we had practised them in
team training). I met Gill (15-Metre
Class) by accident soon after starting
and we pair-flew in the tricky, showery
conditions. We struggled across huge
gaps to win the day in each class, with
a lead of over 300 points. Rose (Club
Class) was unlucky: joining a thermal a
few hundred feet below me, 40km out,
she missed t he bubble and landed out.
I flew conservatively for the rest of
the comp, in unpredictable conditions,
to try to keep my lead. Cloudbases
were often 5,000ft, but t he high latitude
meant thermal averages were rarely
more than 3kts and small amounts of
upper cloud would cut off convection
rapidly. Sometimes a front abruptly
stopped the day and no contest was
declared . Other times, convection
raced away, unchecked by inversions,
into towering showers and squall
fronts. Exciting flying, indeed; I was
pleased to be in the top three each day.
Gill and I flew together twice more,
and I paired up with Jan on three days,
but all were declared no contest. The
biggest shame was when Jan and I
soared a squall then scrabbled round
for another two hours to do the task. We
landed, shattered, only to find that
everyone had landed out before the
squall. No contest. lt would have given
me a 1000-point lead and made Jan second overall. Still, there's always 2003.
Of course, nothing would have been
possible without Ground Cont rol. I
think they all lost weight through the
perpetual worry, dashing about and the
odd bout of vodka poisoning!

S W E crossed the Lithuanian border
from Poland, our anticipa tion grew.
Rose Johnson, jan M cCoshim and
I were nearing our destination, Poci unai.
O ur convoy was silent as we exam ined th e
fields - a glider pilot's usual pastime when
arriving at a new site. They were small, had
high crop, few cattle and no fences.
For myself, I had repea ted my recipe for
the 1999 Women's Europeans in Poland:
one serious competition, a quota of trai ning
days and a short holiday j ust be foreha nd.
Things were looki ng good : a well-equi pped
glider, a good crew and a team that mostl y
knew one another and should work well
together. The last important ingredients
were confidence and luck. All I had to do
was to relax and try to fl y as I normally
would; the rest wou ld take care of itself.
Poor weather stnpped cross-coun tries
in th e practice peri od, so all except th e
loc.J I pilots were more nervous than usua l.
I spent the day of the open ing ceremony
try ing to boost my confidence. it must have
worked - I won the first three days. These
turned out to be the fastest ones, however,
and my confidence wa ned in the second
week w hen condi tions weakened. On two
days w hen th e whole field landed out my
lead was reduced hy three Germ an pilots
hot on my tail. O n the day when a large
thunderstorm stopped me getting into
sector, they all fin ished, taking the lead.
Part of my preparati on was to imagine
coping with worst case se narios <.llld I'd
been th rough this one before: in one
Europeans, I had crept back from 5th to
2nd . So I was almost relieved to have fa llen
to second: only 50 poi nts in it and four
days left. No problem! But none of my
scenarios could have prepared me for the
stress of the last clay...
O n th e next day, an assigned area task,

A

15-Melre Class

Glider

Counlry

Points

1. Gllllan Spreckley Ventus 2a GB

~677

2. A Machinek

Ventus 2a

Germany

4673

3. K Senne

Ventus 2

Germany

4641

Club Class

Glider

Country

Points

1. T Sviridova

Std Jantar Russia

4283

2= K Marszalek

Std Jantar

Poland

4121

2= C Luyat

Pegasus

France

4121

9. Rose Johnson

DG-100

GB

3784

Slandard Class

Glider

Country

1 Sarah Stelnberg

ASW24

GB

Points
4275

2. A Michalak

LS8

Poland

3928

3. H Rynkiewicz

LS8

Poland

3769

6. Jan McCo~hlm

LSa

GB

3451

From left: Rose Johnson. Jan McCoshim, Ran Bridges
(and mascot). Gillian Spreckley and Sarah Steinberg
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Sa rah Steinberg and I fl ew most of the w ay
together. I re-took the lead by about 120pts
over the German trio, w ho lost time at a
low point. But th e clay after, I started too
late, not wan ting to fly w ith the pack, and
lost a lot of distance as the fi el d landed out.
I kept my lead but on ly by four points.
Three days to go and my mental stam ina
was starting to ru n low. A fter two nonfly ing days I awoke ti red - the four-poin t
lead and scrubbed tasks were taki ng thei r
toll . Team trai ni ng had tried to prepare us
fo r this - but it isn't quite the sa me. Once
ai rborne I settled clown and just followed
the advice I'd been given: stay a vJy from
the Germans and dec ide when to start
depend ing on circumstances. Still on tow,
I cou ld see that the wea ther on track was
unsoarable after the first SO km! One of the
Germans was ta il ing me, so I flew to the
gaggle where her tea m-mates were clearl y
wa iting to start. When no one was looking
I sneaked off. Margot, the Italia n pilot, was
tell ing me their movements, an d I ma naged
to start a little later. All these games, however, turned out to be un necessary- after
five hours in th e air the day was scrubbed .
So ended in na il-bi ting style a contest
where my worst nightmares seemed trivia l
on th at last morning, and the best dreams
were fa r su rpassed w ith two Go ld medals
and the Team Cup for the Brit ish. Special
tha nks to my husband 13rian for his years
of encouragement,
Robbie Knight
for loani ng his
gl ider, Peter W yld
for crewing, Ron
Bridges for keeping
us all on even keel
- oh, and of course
LJdy Luck for th ose
four poi nts !
~

Full resu/ls at hllp:ti wwgc.lsfCJS Ill
Sailplane & Gliding

above and below: the White Planes picture eo.

Two's company in camps
FTER a summer of foot-and-mouth
restrictions and uncerta in weather,
the opening briefing on July 28 took
place under cloudless blue skies with a
temperature climbing through 23 °. Clearly,
said Russell Cheetham, Director Peter
Purd ie and Task-setter John Taylor had sold
their souls to the Devil to ensure good
w eather - although you can never trust the
Devil to keep a bargain ...

A

Day 1

(Open Class Nationals: 13icestcr-Eiy-Naseby,

Day 2

(O pens: Swi ndun-Ayl

bury-Rivar Hill;

A long
wJit for trigger temperature (first 26°C, then
29°C) meant the grid lounched at 14.15.
Nationals day w inner was John Gorringe
(78km/h), who claimed to have simply
drifted around the task overtaking everyone
else. Colin Watt led the B Class home at
59.5km/h (" Every time I got down to
1,500ft, a climb materialised") while the
Ted Lysakowski Trust Duo, capta ined by Ed
Johnston, won the A Class (66.1 km/h).
Rcgionals: Marlhorough-D idcnt-,

w hury).

440. 7km; A Class Rcgionals: Biccstcr-Grafham vVaterEdgehill. 336.4 km; B Class: M emhury-Oincy-Bracklcy.)

Day 3

John Gilbert, Lasham's General Manager,
welcomed over 100 pilots, then Mi chael
Mates MP formally opened the contes t. it
was indeed an exce llent racing day (except
in parts of East Anglia); more than 90 per
cent of the 97 gliders got home. N<~tionals
day winner was Lasham's CF1l Graham
McAndrew (1 08.9km/ h). Flying <1 borrowed
Nimbus 4DM, he tempered hi s th <~ nks to its
owners by adding: " In poor conditions, like
we had around Ely today, it's a bit like
driving an artic through the l<1ncs of
Cornw<~ll 1 " John Gorringe <~nd David lnnes
- flying each other's aircraft! - were 2nd
and 3rd. A Class doy victory went to Roy
Pentecost and B Class, to Col in Watt.

A: ChievcJ y- 1 ' Wpurt Pagnaii -R ic '' I •r. 228km; B:

(Opens: C:hicvclcy-Thrapsto n-flicPster, 30 1km;

Lasham woke to
bright su nshine- soon wiped out by (blessedly short-1 ived) fog. At a delayed briefing,
met man Peter Baylis an nounced: "Today
will be a little grovel". Cond itions on ta sk
were mixed. First back and d<~y winner was
Colin Watt in th e B C l <~ss (74.1 km/ h). In the
A Class, Steve Jones/the Ted Lys Trust was
first (86.4km/ h). The endurance prize w ent
to Mick Wells, whose Kestrel eventually
crossed the line at 19.45 under a dead sky.

Andovcr Oxford Eilst 164km.)

Day 4

(Opens: Pewscy-Didcot-Andover; Regio nals:

All classes were retasked as
the soaring window got shorter and shorter.

Ashbury-Andowr).

However, when trigger temperature was
reached, the transformation was little short
of miraculous. Within about half an hour,
the sky sullen-looking overcast became an
almost classic fi ve-eighths of streeting cu.
it meant a dramatic change to the winner's
points as well -already devalued due to a
short task, the Nationals was devalued
further by most of the field completing in
less than two hours due to storming
conditions. The view up-track, with up to
30 sa ilp lanes twinkling aga inst the cu mul us
as they raced home was vvonderful.
Nationals winner Russell Cheetham
(J 17. 7km/ h) narrowly beat Pete Harvey.
As two of the earliest starters- " The
optimum time was about 15 minutes
before the line opened," said Russell- both
had spent a nervous half an hour after
landing at Lasham, waiting to be beaten
by later starters. Russell was leading the
contest overall, by a single point from John
Gorringe, with Pete ·10 points behind. Paul
Davis was the A Class day winner; at
114km/ h faster than all the nationa ls pilots
except Russell and Pete! An 'interesting
day' was how he described it, having taken
only six climbs on task before hitting 7kt at
Rivar Hill and gliding home. In the B Class,
Dave Draper won the day.
>

Main picture: E2 (Russe/1 Cheetham. also seen nght) and NI (Pete Harvey, also seen left)
came top of four pairs battling for the Open Class title. Below: John Gorringe, 176. was third

October - November 200 1
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> Day 5

(Opens(A : fou r-hour AAT vi,, Bucki ngham ,

of

Brize i':orton, East 1\nglia and Hungeriord;

north

13: o,iord F.asi -Cratham W ;Her- Didco l , 300km.) The
assigned area task (AAT) was a first for
Lasham. Russell Cheetham won th e clay in
the Opens, saying he finds AATs boring!
Robin May likened it to a normal weekday
afternoon 's cross-country, with no apparent
competitive element. Ken Hartley agreed :
" I fly Nationa ls because I enjoy racing and with its lack of fe clback, an AAT is not
a race!" In th e A Class, Kim Tipple took first
place. B Class was won by the Hitchcock
and Fri tche team, who narrowly beat Col in
Watt into second.

Thursday and Friday were both scrubbed.
Day 6 !Opens: M e ml>ury. e ither A)•lesbury o r

13i e ter,

186km; r\: Thame 0 /R. 125km; 8: Abingdon 0 /R
11 2km l. A line of towering cu to the south
and an upper trough approaching from the
south-west were not encou raging. But high
cover prevented overcooki ng. As the Opens
lau nched at 10.30, it was indeed raining,
but w ithin half an hour the air was drying
out, and th e sky was classic. .. All pilots set
off on task in short order. The last started at
approx 12 .30, and the finishers began to
stream in over the line at 1- .04- precious
littl e rest for the tower! it was 15.45 before
the last glider was accounted for, spl it
seconds before the sparks, bangs and rain
started. N ationals clay winner was Robin
May (1 01 km/h) with Russell Cheetham reta ining his overall lead- cl ose behind. In
the A Class, Kim Tippl e won the day
(9 1km/h) and retained his overall lead. Paul
Fritche was B Class day winner (83km/h)
but Col in W att stayed ahead overa ll.
Howidunnits praised spot-o n task-setting.

Day 7 (

pens:

haitesbur)•-From e-\.Voburn-Enstone,

402 .5km. Rc giona ls: D•~vizes-Tha me Ai rfie ld-

hiev<de:y,

23J .lkm.) Early mist clea red rapidl y, and the

fo recast w as excel lent - to quote Peter
Baylis' briefing: " lt looks w onderful !" By
11 .00, as predicted, the sky was glorious.
First launch was at 11 .30. M o t pi lots
began as soon as their lines opened, but a
few intrep id Nationals pilots re-started up
to 50 minutes later - and it pa id off. Russell
Cheetham and Pete Harvey, two of the
latest, ca me 2nd and 6th on elapsed tim e,
whil e Dave AIIison won the day (107km/h).
In the A Class, Duo Di scus 570, flown for
the Ted Lys Trust, won the day and the
comp (see story, right). B Class day w inners
were the Fritche/Hitchcock team but, with
second on th e day, Col in Watt claimed
overall v ictory. Russell secured the Open
Class title, w ith Pete Harvey second and
John Gorringe thi rd. Ru ssell pa id tribute
to his British Tea m partner Pete and
apologised for practi sing th eir pair flying
on the rest of the field! it was noteworthy,
however, that of th e six p ilots openl y fl ying
as pa irs (Russeii/ Pete, Graham/Joh n and
\. _
)ed/Ken), all finish ed in the top eight.
www.lasham.Or<J. ukllashaml/asham. html
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Tips from the top
Tim Charlesworth and Kevin
Hook share what they learned
from their Ted Lysakowski Trust
prize - flying Lasham Regionals
with the experts (they won)
Reglonals A Class

Gilder

1 Ted Lysakowski Trust

Duo Discus 570

4810

2 K Tipple

ASW 20 930

4715

3 H Jones

Discus 2 D2

4538

Points

Reglonals B Class

Gilder

1 CWall

ASW 20 CW

Points
4791

2 D Draper

Sld Cirrus JAG

4610

3 J Hilchcock!P Frilche

LS4 LS4

4529

OPEN CLASS NATIONALS
Place
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

9
10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

Pilot
R Cheelham
P Harvey
J Gorringe
G McAndrew
S Marrioll
J Edyvean
P Sheard
D Allison
K Hartley
A Nunn
D Findon
R Jones
R May
T Parker
J Giddins
B Morris
J Russell
R Kalrn
C Short
D lnnes
P Naegelr
WS Murray
M Foreman
C Lyllellon
D Masson
B Bromwich
J Glossop
B Glossop
J Ferguson
M Carrulhers
I Cook
C Emson
M Judkins
T Moulang
M Kirschner
D Copeland
P Pozerskis
S Gilmore
0 Gardiner

Glider
ASW 22 BL E2
Nimbus 4T N 1
Nrmbus 4 176
Nimbus 4DM 60

Points
5703
5633
5358
5314

Nimbus 3 JE
Nimbus 4T V1
ASW22 527
Nimbus 3 J15
Nimbus 3 376
Nimbus 4DT 48
Nimbus 4T 82
ASH 25 13
ASW 22 BL 461
ASW 22 S22
Nimbus 3DT Y44

5301
5291
5080
5025
4972
4943
4846
458 1
4578
4557
4547

Nimbus 3 345
Nimbus 3DT 111
ASH 25 BB
Ventus 2CT 520
Ventus 2CT 250
Nimbus 3DT 954
ASH 25 942
LS6· 18 LS6
LS6C 855
Nimbus 3DT 29

4536
4531
4362
4276
4236
4000
3978
3872
3726
3641

ASH 25 925

3290

Vent us 2CT V 11
DG-505 Orion JSX
Nimbus 3DT 754
Venlus 2CT 666
Nimbus 2C EHT
Nimbus 2 695
ASH 25 260

3259
3 147
3126
2890
2682
2677
2 103

Nimbus 3 727

1953

0 SMALL i'lmount of effort had gone

N

into the Ted Lysa kowski Tru st's
arra ngements for our week: th e kind
loan of Hugh Kindell's Duo Discus 570
(and hi s services for retri eves if requi red)
-plus five top pilots to learn from. Ed
)ohnsto n, Steve )ones, Ken Barker and
Pete Masson each gave us two days, w ith
G Dale fill i ng in for th e ninth. The potenti al
for improving our cross-country speed was
im mense. But th press was predicting a
fortnight's heatwave: would we have a great
time in the Lasham Regionals A Class, o r a
hot inverted d isaster?
Day 1 (Ed/ Kevin): At least today's fo recast
was good. Bri tish tea m member Ed Johnston
arrived at briefing, full of optimism. On task,
there was no wind and no streeting, with
difficult thermals. This- apparently - was no
reason to be ca utious. Flyi ng fast between
thermals we stopped o nl y for the good
ones. Spend ing much of the flight at 2,000ft
QFE made m nervous, but meant good
cli mbs. We came 7th with 91 km/h. Quite
an eye-opener for a pilot who sometimes
progresses to 7th from th e bottom of the I ist
at speeds approaching 70km/ h.
Day 2 (Ed/Tim): We were one of the last
gliders to be launched, into a blue sky.
I remember gaggles circ ling in something
that I would be proud of late on a Monday
evening. This would be a surv iva l day.
However, Eel reassured me th at it would be
better to the north: sure enough, I could see
a wisp high on the horizon. This fli ght
demonstrated one of the week's lessons: c ircling in weak li ft when there is stronger li ft
does not pay dividends. W e waited and
were rew arded w ith a stu nning 7kt average
to ztlmost S,OOOft. This w as enough to ca rry
us to o ur first turni ng point (TP) . Eel insisted
on rounding the TP before we took a cl imb
beca use of the eager south-westerly. Ou r
fi nal glide began at 4,000ft in another
stonking thermal just no rth of Kingsclere.
An excellent flight w hich taugh t me more
tha n I could have learned in a week's
gliding in a single-seater. We won th e day.
Sailplane & Gliding

Far left: Duo Discus 570 finishing at Lasham, captained by Pete Masson with Tim as P2
Kevin Hook (left) says: "Tim and I were both very impressed by the Pis' skill. Their powers of
observation were remarkable: spotting energy lines, watching the progress of other gliders
and maintaining a clear idea of where they were. Despite this workload, they found spare
capacity to discuss what they were doing, why they were doing it, where they felt other pilots
were making mistakes and what the weather was doing. I know I will never match their skiff,
but this week has lifted my understanding of cross-country soaring to a new level. I hope
I won't have to wait long before experimenting with my new knowledge"
Tim Charfesworth (right) says: "the Ted Lysakowski Trust has given me opportunities that
I wouldn't otherw1se have had; I am indebted to those trustees, sponsors and pilots
who made this week possible. I am very much looking forward to flying again to see
if I can apply even a little of what I have learned"

Day 3 (Steve/Kevin): World 18-Metre
champion Steve Jones flew in an hour
before launch, looking very relaxed. We
launched into a largely-blue sky, with cu
visible 20 miles north. The start area was
difficult and crowded, so we made a low
early start and set off. After one climb in
the blu e, we began to make rapid progress
-but towards spreaclout. We travelled with
two other Duos, gaining and losing only
tens of feet relative to one another, for
1OOkm. At Oxford. there was Iittl e sun on
the ground and th e lift was much weaker.
To my surprise, we hardly slowed at all,
following weak lines of lift without turning,
and staying close to th e other Duos. Before
the second (downwind) TP, we tried to find
a climb, but got nothing strong enough to
1ustify slopping. "1\!ever mind," said Steve
cheerfully, "we can make Bicester from
here". \!1/e pressed on along a weak energy
line at 80kts without clumping water, finally
stopping to tak e 500ft at 3kt just before
flicester (back to th e dizzy heights
2,200ft 1 ). We could see sun on th e ground
at Oxford, so flew even faster before picking up 5kts from 1,700ft. We were back in
the good conditions and had a 40km final
glide. We waited for the other Duos' return.
Amazingly (to me at least) we gained 32
minutes by pressing on through poor
conditions neither taking a weak climb nor
diverting. We won the clay by an enormous
margin and crept into the lead overall.
Steve showed the talent that made him a
world champion, seamlessly changing gear
to match the conditions: blue thermals, cu
and eight-eighths spreaclout. Who could
hope for a wid er range in one flight?

ur

Day 4 (Steve/Tim): A late-afternoon good
weather window was promised. Steve's
briefing was incredibly thorough. Choosing
the best possibl e cloud street vvould make
or break our position. Our final glide
would begin two-thirds of the way round
the task. Our first climb averaged at an
astonishing 7.5kts almost to cloudbase,
Steve emphasising the importance of
leaving once the lift begins to diminish.
We cruised no faster than we needed to
between climbs. About 15-20km short of
the turning point we took part of a 3kt
thermal where others were still climbing
and pushed on despite arriving at Ashbury
on 2,000ft Lasham QFE - the good thermal
October - November 2001

we had taken moments earlier was at least
I 0-15km away. A successful 5kt average
got us towards the next TP. Having rounded
it, we joined a thermal at 1,200ft marked
by another glider and dumped most of the
water. A good final glide home- an
education in using ground effect - finished
with a straight-ahead landing. Steve kept
his cool throughout the day, justifying
his decisions while commenting on our
competitors' mistakes.

Day 5 (G/Kevin): G Dale, former national
Club Class champion, arrived long before
briefing: we studied the met on th e net
then spent two hours marking maps and
preparing the in-flight calculations needed
on a four-hour assigned area task. We
launched shortly before 14.00, with an
improving sky to the north. We couldn't

'Reaching an overwhelming
cloud street at only 1,500ft, we
soared up like a crisp packet'
reach start height or cloudbase, so made a
low early start, and reached the first control
area al 90km at 105km/h. lt looked blu e
to the east, so we decided to use the first
sector to minimise our time in the east.
Progress became more difficult - w e were
now working across the streets- but G
steadfastly refused to stop for weak <.:l imbs.
By now, I was getting used to the idea of
travelling at speed with less than 2,000ft on
the altimeter. As the energy lines became
less obvious, we stopped travelling west
near Bidford, having maintained 105km/h.
We lost time looking for a climb near
Northampton (even G felt the clouds ahead
weren't promising) and headed home. We
found ourselves in a crowded sky. Nobody
appeared to be finding climbs, and it
looked as though we would end up taking
much longer than the four hours. Then G
spotted a good line of energy the other side
of\1\!eston-on-the-Green. Carefully skirting
the drop zone, we were rewarded by a Skt
climb and a good energy line. Suddenly
the sky was empty. We managed 424km in
4hrs 8 mins, giving us an average speed of
102km/h (second on the day). Once again,
we had made good progress relative to
other gliders by moving to better conditions
without struggling for a safety net first. A
triumph for the power of positive thought!

Day 6 (Pete/Tim): A very unstable ,1irmass,
with isolated showers, meant today woul.d
be short and interesting. World Club Class
ch ampion Pete Masson declared a start
despite being the target of what seemed to
be a lead-and-follow, then actually started
20 minutes later. He refused point blank to
circle in poor lift; and although we reached
an overwhelming cloud street at only
1,500ft, w e soared upwards like a crisp
packet. Another big climb and careful
flying in the large pockets of sink took us
to the TP. Returning was harder than
anticipated: good high c limbs were needed
to get through the areas of sink. just past
Aldcrmaston, and low, we could see gliders
lower than us near Basingstoke. We joined
them for a slow, vveak but indispensable
climb to almost 2,500ft that got us home.
Day 7 (Pete/Tim): \Ne made a late start and
picked a promising cloud street, getting
beyond Andover without turning. Past
Salisbury, a 7kt climb took us to clouclbase.
At the second TP, gliders w ere struggling
above and beneath us, in weak, broken 3kt
th ermals. Pete didn't waste time sampling
these: it looked better ah ead so we push ed
on. But by Keevil we were un comfortably
low. VVith landable fields in sight, I was
struck by Pete's certainty there was good lift
nearby. Sure enough, at 500ft we got 2kts;
perfectly centred, w climbed to 3,500ft
and were on our way. Meeting other competitors, we were disheartened our waterballast had gone. The other legs g<Ive fan\. .
tastic climbs and long glides.
We did 300km in exactly three hours. ~

Some of the trust's team (from left): Pete Masson.
prizewinner Tim Char/esworth. Duo owner (and crew)
Hugh Kinde/1, and the other prizewinner Kevin Hook
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So make sure you have a reliable umbrella.
We can supply just the right cover for your
glider or aircraft -let us keep you flying high
(and dry)!

•ll
hI

aviation
Insurance
services ltd

Phone, fax or write t o: Stephen Hill
Phone: 01765 690777 Fax: 01765 690544
Unit 1A, Sycamore Business Park, Copt Hewick, Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 5DF
Member of the Genera/Insurance Standards CounCil
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18..METRE NATIONALS

Neil Lawson reports on the
nationals where the met men
scored more than the weather

F

ACIN G the very rea l possibility of
being greeted by the dread words:
"Not from arou nd these parts, are
you?" the assembled pilots g<we Woody
(Herr Direktor) th eir full attention. Whilst
not exactly Delivera nce cou ntry, things are
definite!)' different in these parts (un less
you happen to be from these p<:nts).
CB-SIFT-CB E f75 ... !\'lost of the time
they're around, hut by the time you're

aware of them, they've gone - the Fl Ss
from Lakenheath, tha t is. The 48th Fighter
Wing has been told of the compet ition,
traffic density, and th e apparently-c lueless
meanderings of expensive white plastic.
G liding, to the tacticians of USAF Europe,
must appear unfathomable.

Day 0 (as it turns out): Jez Hood, caugh t
out, arrives at briefing with a five-course
breakfast (sausage, egg, chips, beans,
bacon, mushrooms, tomato, black pudd ing,
fried bread, toast, fruit, cerea l. .. ). He
appears unfazed by the met man's pa rting

From left: Andy Hall, assistant director Mike Bean, David Masson and Howard Jones played Risk while it rained.
British Junior Worlds team members Leigh. Jez and Jay used the camp to practise for their own global conquest
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words: " ... convection up to 30,000ft" .
A PA announcement recalling beer glasses
reflects th e widely-held conviction tha t thi s
will be a no-fly day. Then it rains.
And it rains big. Ancly Hall abandons
tent constructi on in favour of an offering to
th e rain gods: a twisted metal pole, wh ich
might as well come w ith a sign sayi ng:
" Lightning, please strike here" . Lightning.

Day 1 (Sunday) : Believers in the BBC met
would have stayed at home. The real met
drew applause, the pattern for the rest of
the week. If for nothing else, the comp

)>-

Top : Norfolk GC. Above: met briefings by Geoff (above)
and Graham were applauded- even on scrubbed days
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18-METRE NATIONALS
Place
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

IS
17
18
19
20
21
22
22
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Pilot
J Rebbeck
J Hood
LWells
CG Starkey
D Masson
A Clarke
B Morris
M Jordy
F Davies
A Hall
SEll
D Booth
M Wells
D Westwood
T Slater
L Tanner
M Throssell
J Gatfield
G Metcalfe
K Nicolson
H Jones
A Moulang
J Stephen
AJ Garrity
A Wells
OS lnnes
R Witter
J Meyer
JG Alien
S Redman
P Coward

Glider
LAK 17
LSS-18
LS8- 18
ASW 278
LS6- 18W
Ventus 2CT
LS8- 18
LS8- 18
LS6C
LS6C
LS8-18
LSB-18
LSS-18
LS8
LS8-18
LS8-18
LS6-18W
ASW 278
LS6
LS8-18
Discus 2
Ventus 2C
DG-400
LS7WL
LS8-18
LS6- 18
Ventus 2CT
ASW 20F
Ventus CT
LS8-18
LS8

CHANCE OF A LIFETIME
Points
1585
1567
1543
1535
1529
1514
1431
1413
1377
1366
1348
1319
13 11
1304
1153
1153
1151
1147
1041
1039
1015
971
971
942
831
798
795
777
659
433
0

;:,. will be remembered for Graham Parker's
and Geoff Howarth's excellent briefings:
comprehensive, concise, informative,
instructive and delivered with the
spontaneous wit of seasoned performers.
First launch, 11 :15, 247km. Those pilots
who believed the BBC weren't ready ...
straight to the back of the grid. As the first
finishers returned, it had clearly been a
pretty good run . Chris Starkey won the day,
in an ASW 27, all 15 metres of it ... How?
Forget your Reichmann . At least, I don't
think he advocates getting too airsick to
turn in thermals. Working streets and lines
of energy did it. Chris's basic advice was:
follow your gut feelings, but take plenty of
bags in which to empty the contents.
The subsequent days sa\N the pilots and
crew enthusiastically boosting East Anglia 's
tourist industry and experiencing, not just
some more rain, but- on one night alone
-more rain than usually falls in Norfolk in
the entire month of July.
Day 2 (Friday): Whilst the rest/west of the
country endured a battering from a deep
depression, East Anglia took advantage of
its apparent meteorological autonomy.
The airborne tourist trail today would take
pi lots to Gransden Lodge (friendly territory);
Lavenham (best seen from the ground, a
quite amazing village); East Dereham
(where my friend Nigel used to live); and
for those who were feeling up to it, back to
Tibenham in time for tea.
As crews tuned in to junior FM to hear
jay, Jez and Leigh go round the final TP, it
seemed pretty unlikely that anyone would
make it back. Hali an hour after the bulk
of the field set off, the sky looked distinctly
unsoarable. But for the first time in a UK
nationals, the Lak 1 7a appeared at the top
of the stack, Jay having wrung the best out
of his borrowed ship.
Ballsiest final glide of the day was easily
conducted by Anna Wells (with a little help):
48

Martyn Wells (father): How far out are you?
AW: 10km
MW: How much height have you got?
AW : 750 feet
MW: Ah, 70km per I,OOUft, you' ll be fine.
Assembled company listening to rad io: ????!
Anna made it over the fence with plenty
of height- to lower her wheel, and land.
The audience clapped. Nice.
Day 3 (Saturday) : Dawn is grim, hostile,
overcast, damp, windy ... Task-setting is
optimistically deferred until noon. Geoff
and Graham are clearly in league with
some higher power. Tibenham, Six-Mile
Bottom (Quiet at the back.0, Rattlesden,
Thetford, and then, 160.77 fine European
kilometres later, the homely Tibenham clubhouse (scene of some of the fi ercest contests of Risk, the world domination board
game, ever witnessed).
At 13:45 the first glider launched into a
rapidl y-deteriorating sky (notice a pattern
forming here). Even escaping from the
airfield had clearly become something of
a lottery. Several hours -and in some cases
several launches- later, gliders were still
camped over the site with tiny numbers
on the altimeter.
Howard )ones (with 'little' wings and no
flaps) was the first to become a groundborne tourist, visiting Old Buckenham,
7.6km away. He arrived back via aerotow
retrieve as others were attempting to get
away from their second rel ight. But he
travelled more tha n twice as far as Bernie
Morris, whose reward was the same
number of points as he has legs. The pointsper-pound, relights considered, do not bear
thinking about. On a 1,000-point day, it
would put gliding financial ly on a par with
space exploration.
This was, however, a Dave Masson kind
of day (that's one with daylight in it). Given
the conditions, 105.3km was an amazing
achievement. Dave's point-o-meter ticked
along at one point for just over every two
hard-fought kilometres. Finishing was left
to the imagination, except for the odd
impromptu display by people dropping off
the aerotow retrieve merry-go-round .
Definitely a day for handing in loggers
despite, in some case, the distance flown
being almost less th an that from glider to
Scoring. While no one actually scored one
solitary point, several pilots were grateful
for two, three or four. Indeed, not until
12th for the clay did the points allocation
reach unwieldy double figures. "Today
was a 51-point day." You don't hear that
very often.
Three days' flying- everyone would have
liked more. But the difficult conditions
meant excellent tea m-flying training for Jay
Rebbeck, Jez Hood and Leigh Wells, who
came 1st, 2nd and 3rd respectively at
Tibenham. They were practising for August's
Junior Worlds at lssoudun, France. The " If
you can fly in this, you can fly in anything"
rule clearly applied when they took on \. .
the world - and won.
~

Learning
Four lucky Britons have been
flying with George Lee in Oz.
They give their impressions
S HE progressed towards retirement,
triple world champion George Lee
started plann ing how he could help
up-and-coming pilots who had motivation
and talent. He and his wife Maren ordered a
Nimbus 4oM, bought a farm in Queensland,
installed a hangar and airstrips and, last
year, began inviting young cross-country
pilots to join them. Each 17-day course
ta kes one from Britain and another from
Australia; flying alternates between the two.
Luke Rebbeck (Imperial Col lege GC) was
the first of the British juniors to visit Plain
Soaring, George's home. " I had flown in the
area in 1998," he says, " so I knew what to
expect of the large, flat plains. On the fi rst
couple of flights I learned how to fl y
George's Nimbus 4DM- I hadn't flown an
Open Class glider before."
Anthony Leech (Devon & Somerset GC)
had flown just one cross-country- hors
concours in a two-seater with Andy Davis
during the 2000 jun ior Nationals- before
going to Australia. " During the first week
w hen we were talk ing about 500km flights
I was terrified by the idea!" Anthony says.
" I found the thought of spending hours in a
glider hundreds of kilometres away from
base daunting. I had several physical and
mental barriers to overcome and, in al l
honesty, I didn' t th ink I would."
Pete Masson (Lasha m Gliding Society)
visited Plain Soaring before fly ing- and
winning- January's Club Class Worlds.
"George's status is legendary," says Pete.
" He's certainly one of my heroes. So it was
with an feelin g of enormous anticipation
that we drove up to his house. What strikes
you first about him is how calm he is about
everything, and how he always has time to
stop and think about what he's doing."
Gavin Goudie of Cambridge GC says:
" it's very easy to get a I ittle bit envious
when you arrive at Plain Soaring - or
George Lee Internat ional, as the locals ca ll
the airfield George and his wife 1Yiaren have
built at their home. His Nimbus 4DM 26 is
in a purpose-built hanger a few hundred
metres from their house, by two 800-metre
Tarmac strips - I don't think paradise could
be much different. I was looking forward to
the prospect of havi ng nothing to do for two
weeks but fly with a tripl e world champion!"

A

Memorable flights
Anthony: " During my three weeks I did
26 hours in nine cross-countries with
George, including a 305km triangle at
116km/ h; a 308km 0/R at 116.4km/h; a
350km triangle at 125km/h, and a 41 5km
triangle at 124km/h. George is very la idback, yet very precise in every aspect of
Sailplane & Gliding

at George Lee International
~

to everyone at Darling Downs Soaring Club

~ for their help w hilst I was out in Australia."
~
g The most important lesson

George. at one end of Plain Soaring's runway, prepares for a cross-country training flight with young Australian
pilot David McManus. Junior Australians and Britons share the benefits of flying with the triple world champion

flying. He is a fa ntastic instructor and an
equally good pilot. He allowed me to do
virtually all the flying, but wou ld offer
suggestions or ask questions to make me
think and help me out. Every flight would
be downloaded into his computer and
during debrief every climb and cruise
would be analysed down to the average
climb rate, effective glide angle, number of
climbs, deviations from track, and so on .
The next flight, we would work on it all
until perfect. On my last fl ight we tried a
SOOkm triangle but halfway round decided
it wasn't possible. So we went sight-seeing!
lt was more of a casual mutual flight and
we took it in turns to fly. After the intensive
trc1ining this was a relaxing end to the
course. We were up for five hours and
covered 450km. lt was the sort of flight
thJt, previously, would have put me off just
thinking about it."
Pete: "When I was there, the weather was
pretty dire, but it gave us plenty of time to
talk about ilying from all sorts of anoles
that you probably never really consider in
your day-to-day flying, including thermal
selection and technique, final glides,

energy management, and psychology. lt
was good to reason why you fly a certa in
way and see how you can improve."
Gavin: "At the start of the week George
asked us to write down whclt we thought
our strengths and weaknesses were and the
aim was to get the former column filled
with as many points from the latter by the
end of the course. Each day began w ith a
look at the met on the internet and then a
discussion of what we were likely to do
-although the final decision wasn' t made
until conditions were assessed when airborne. The weather was comparable to a
good British/typical European day, with
cloudhases from S,OOOft to 9,000ft. Unlike
Luke, we never did a 750km but highlights
fm me included a SOOkm triangle at
134km/ h and a SOOkm 0 / R at 127km/h."
Luke: "Although the 750km (see caption,
below) was the highlight of my iortnight,
other flights included iive 300kms and a
500km, including several fina l glides of
over l lOkm. The slowest fl ight was
11 Okm/ h. I would like to thank George and
Maren for their incredible hospitality, and
Terry Slater for his help. Also many thanks

Luke: "The most important th ings I learnt
were the necessity of keeping concentrated
and focused on the task for all of the flight,
and- above all - the preparation required
for major competitions. What George
emphasised was tha t every aspect of flying
a competition requires preparation, from
organising the right crew to mentally
readying yourself. This I found incredibly
helpful when preparing myseli for the 2001
junior World Championships."
Anthony: " it was the best experience I'd
had and I gained va luable knowledge and
skills. Not only did I overcome all of my
mental barriers, but by the end I had
learned how to fly large tasks competitively,
how to read the sky and how to make
decisions in a way I didn' t before."
Gavin: "George is an excellent coach and
sits patiently in the back mentally noting
the decisions you are making throughout
the flight - but he will also push to get you
to perform at your best. At the end of each
day, after Maren had made sure we were
suitably well-fed, we would analyse our
flights over a beer and work out where time
was ga ined and lost and what could have
been done difierently. it was a great confidence booster to ily with George
and if I had to say there was one thing that
I gained more than anything else during the
course, it would have to be a greater belief
in my own ability."
Pete: " I cou ldn't have had a better build-up
to a major competition. Two weeks w ith
George really got me focused. I found his
emphasis on the psychology particularly
helpful. Some people underplay it; others
overplay it and get distracted. I believe that
useful psychology involves working out
what's important, and filtering out everything that isn't. lt was imperative to be
able to get in the right irame of mind at the
right time. Nothing illustrated this better
than my nerve-racking last clay at the Club
Class Worlds."
~

"George had said it was importan t to concentrate on improving flying skills rather than
just trying to fly big distances, so when cu started popping at 09:00hrs on the day of
my third flight. I was surprised he set a 750km triangle. Launching at 10:15 we
climbed in 5kts to 6,000ft. The first leg- 220km south to Yelabon - was notable for
the huge. unlandable forests: you have to p ick your route carefully to stay in glide to
roads and the rare fields. However, conditions were improving (cloudbase over
8,00011 and regular 6-Bkt thermals) . George said if we didn 't round the second turn by
14:15 we would abort the task -a great incentive for me to keep the speed up. The
second leg was over the huge strip-farmed fields to the north-west (cloudbase rising
to 10.000ft). With nearly 100km visibility and over featureless flat ground, our sole
indication of progress was the GPS slowly ticking down. We progressed steadily.
r

c

accepting only Bkt climbs. and rounded the turn half an hour early, turning down-sun
into a classic cu-fiffed sky for the final 240km. Despite pushing too hard to get on to

$
JJ

~
er

final glide. which resulted in a low spot of 3,500ft. we finished the task at 16:15. We
had done it at 130kml h"
Luke Rebbeck
October - November 2001
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STANDARD CLASS NATIONALS
Bernard Smyth reports on the
2001 Standard Class Nationals
at Nympsfield
HIS WAS the Davis-Young show, w ith
Worlds team members Andy Davis and
Mike Young lead ing al l the way. Andy
apologised earl y on to the other competitors
because he and Mike were team fly ing: they
needed to get to know each other better fo r
the Worlds. No one complained.
The 43 p ilots in the comp had to wait
unti l the Tuesday for the first contest day.
Conditions were not good, so it was
decided to use the nearby airfield at Aston
Down as a remote start to get them into the
better weather inland. The task was to
Didcot, Banbury and back to Nympsfield
- 197.7km. it was a similar day to the
Monday but the wind had lessened and
therma ls of 1.5-2kt were forecast by Sid
Sm ith, who had stepped into the role late
when the met man had to go away on
busi ness. Sid got up at 5.30am each day to
do the forecasting before going off to work .
All 42 pilots who flew were beaten by the
poor li ft and the best did about 169km,
th ree front-ru nners la nding together at
Cirencester Park, near the polo ground.
Tying for first place on this 606-poi nt day
were Andy (Discus 2a) and Peter Harvey
(LS8). Third wJs Derek Westwood (LS8).
At times, Andy rued the day he gave J ta lk
last yeJr about how to get back to
Nympsfield in various conditions, because
he nearly landed out while others were
using his loca l knowledge to make it back .
But after his Cirencester Park landout, he
always managed to get home.
On the second contest clay, w ith 1.5-2 kt
forecast again, he was among the three
heroes who proved the task was possible
while evervone else landed out. The others
who made' it were Mike Young <md Ph i I
Jeffery (l58). They had been on a 191.5km
trip to a remote start at Aston Down,
Heyford station, Gaydon and back . Mike
won the clay at 63 .8km/ h, Phil, on ly
0.7km/h slower, came second and Andy was
third with 6 1.6. it was a 704-point day.
RJy PJyne (LS8), from the host club, did
next best by landing after 161.6km. Even

T

Last F&M outbreak tn Thirsk area on 6th August
. Good local ridge and lhermal soaring
. 6 new solo pilots!
. Good summer wave to 20.000ft .
. Join us for autumn ridge and wave flying
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the White Planes picture co

the back markers for th e d<:1y, Ru sse ll
Chcctham and Tim Scotl (in ASW 28s)
<lllcl Howarcl ]ones (D iscus 2), m;m aged
134.4 km in th e difficu lt conditions.
Thursday, with a slow-moving co ld front
go ing through, saw Task A set <1s <1n
ass igned area tas k o f Jt leJst 260.55 km
with a three-hour limit but , as conditi o ns
beca me worse, Direc tor Tim 1Y\acfn dycn
ordered pil o ts already launched to land
and be rebri efed for Tas k B.
This wJs a 211 .60km fli ght from ano ther
Aston Down remote stJrt to Bu ckin gham,
Edgchill Jnd ba ck home to 1\Jympsfi eld.
Twenty-nin ' l>il ols compl eted it, with
14 landing out.
/\ndy Dav is won th e top 615 points at
92.3km/h w ith Mike Young second 0.1 km/ h
slower and David A lli son (LS8) thi rd w ith
89.2km/h. By now Andy was lead ing w ith
1922 points and Mike was second with
1911 . Third overall was Peter Cowa rd (LS8)
:;.

w ith '1649 poi nts, who had managed
88.6km/h o n th e day.
The bi g day, thou gh, w as Frid ay, w ith a
small hi gh over th e e<Js t of the UK and a
low approachin g from th e South W es t.
An ass igned area tas k wa s set with a
no min al max clist<1 nce of 505km with are<1s
around Didcot, Northampton W es t and Ely.
Th e tim e li mit was four hours, but mu ch
lo nger flights were co mmonpl ace .
Andy and Mike were aga in first and
second with Dav id Allison third. Andy, who
did 357k m, now led overall with 2922
points, Mike was second overall with 2874
and David All ison was third with 2499.
Ken Barker (LS8), a former loca l pi lot, was
just behind at fourth with 244 1.
Andy to ld Saturday's briefin g that ''a bit
of luck at th e right tim e" had led to his
v ictory but h was obviou sly not fri ghtened
to backtrack at times a11d divert way off
ro ute to sunny spots to keep fl ying.
Above: Cambridge GC's

(!)

~

Mike Young finishing at
Nympsfield in the Rolex

~
"Q

..iii,

Standard Class Nationals
this year. He and Andy

"'i'i

"()

Oavis led the competition

c:

ii

throughout

8

Left: Mike and Andy wait
on the grid for the weather
to improve. They pair-flew
the nationals to prepare
for the Worlds at Mafikeng
this winter
Far left: David Allison.
who came third overall

October - November

2001

As he spoke thou gh, his luck wa s running out in a way: beca use th ere was a low
right overhead and the day was sc ruhbed
(a s was Sunday). But at pri zeg iving Andy
paid tribute to th e Director and staff fo r
snatching four days from w hat often
lookedunpromisin g weath er.

~

Place
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
18
18
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43

Pilot
A Davis
M Young
D Alllson
KO Barker
G Stingemore

P Harvey
P Coward
R Th~rkell
P Crabb
E Johnslon
B Marsh
P JeHery
P She/ion
B Morris
M Durham
GSmilh
N Wa ll
D Chappell
P Masson
D Westwood
R Cheetham
P Brice
RJ Welford
H Jones
K Nicolson
E Smith
CAIIdis
OWard
JG Arnold
K Tipple
B Birlison
J Langrick
A Wa!son
H Rebbeck
LWithall
J Luxton
R Browna
RA Johnson
G Goudie
S Redman
J Glossop
T Scott
R Payn e

Glider
Di scus 2a
LS8
LS8
LS8
LS8
LS8
LS8
LS8
LSB
AS W 28
LS8a
LSB
LS8
LS8
LS7
LS8
Di scus
LS8
LS8
LS8
AS W 28
ASW28
LS8
Discus 2
LSB
LS4
LS8
Discus 28
Discus B WL
LS8
Discus CS
LS8
LS7wl
LSS
LS8
LS8
LSS
Discus B
LS8
LS8
Discus BT
ASW28
LS8

Points
2922
2874
2499
2441
2415
2408
2397
2388
2323
2249
2179
2162
2132
2123
2115
2113
2109
2107
2107
2107
2044
2010
1987
1943
1935
1873
1797
1771
1764
1762
1748
17 11
1704
1669
1657
1656
1584
1556
1454
1421
13 12
1167
952
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Club focus

Phoenix

AFTER nearly 50 years of existence, the
winch at Phoenix GC, RAF Bruggen, has
finally been put away for good, the hangar
doors shut ... (blah, blah, blah). Club history
is very sketchy: no written records, just
dodgy photos and even dodgier personal
anecdotes with people saying: " mention my
name". I will mention the Cleggys though
- the backbone of our club has bought the
single ferry trip home and departed for
Cosford. Cheers, Martin and Jackie.
The final party-to-end-all-parties went
ahead at the start of June, a week earlier than
originally planned. About 100 merry men and
women -who got merrier as the evening progressed- assembled to bid a fond farewell to
the club and ·each other. A full programme of
flying was planned throughout Saturday with
the visit of Jersey Aeroclub. One small hitch:
a cloudbase of 1 ,OOOft and rain to keep even
the hardiest of German ducks off his pond.
The following week, which we'd originally
booked the good weather for, was, as promised , gorgeous flying weather, as Peter
Gallagher will testify (he turned up a week
late, 1but only because he couldn't rearrange
from the original date).
The party in the evening was everything

you could have expected. A bar, booze,
disco, food, naked conga dancing, booze.
Fun was had by all. Thanks go to all Phoenix
committee members, especially Jeremy, Liz,
Graham (which Graham? all of them!) the
Cleggys and Dave, who helped make the
weekend the success it was. The auction of
much club memorabilia helped to raise lots
of beer tokens - thanks to all the generous
benefactors.
Phoenix wouldn 't have existed as long as
it did, in my humble opinion, if it hadn't been
for our successful association with Aeroclub
Bruggen, who have now added Phoenix to
their club name In honour of our partnership
of the last six years.
We hope they will be allowed to continue
on Bruggen airfield, and it is with sadness
that we leave the dedicated Helmar, Reiner
and Thomas. Their enthusiasm w ill win
through and the youngsters in the club
reflect this - best of luck to them. The two
clubs marked the end of an era with an expedition to the Wasserkuppe, pictured above,
blessed with the best weather it had seen on
consecutive days since written records
began. Our German friends capitalised by
flying the pants off everything . Mixed

fortunes for us, with our Astir unflyable and
the K-21 going u/s on the final day. At least
our Discus pilots were happy! There were at
least a couple of flights where the pilots
learned a valuable lesson about flying from a
site at 3,000ft AMSL with an altimeter that
doesn't wind down t o zero. One nearly ended
in one of pilots' first field landing but was
saved by the mother of all thermals. The final
day was rounded off with a guided tour of
the gliding museum by the experts' expert,
Jochen Ewald . Cheers, Cassius, and all the
best to you and Sandra.
So we have arrived at the end of RAF
gliding in Germany and as the last service
member to join Phoenix, over 18 months ago
- and the last to get my Bronze Badge here I have certainly enjoyed my short time with
the club.
I'm sure there are many ex-Phoenix
members reading this with their own fond
memories; this short piece can 't really do the
club jUstice. I believe a secret handshake is
being developed so ex-members can retire to
a quiet corner of a bar once identified, and
regale each other with tales of derring-do.
From conversations with former members
and the aforementioned photographs, it's
easy to understand why Phoenix GC has a
special place in so many people's memories.
To all past and present pilots, may I wish you
more lift than sink.
Graham French

The 1967 clubhouse fire from which Phoenix GC arose

XKlO "CLUB"VARIO SYSTEM

* Over 500 units inuse in the UK alone
* See us on: www.cairaviation.co.uk
from

XK 10 "CLUB" VARIOMETER
• Audiocodes climb role
• ilo Fl<nkRequired
• AVC on Ocr.m Tone • Gusl Filtering

£249

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bollery Volts
lhr"' Averoger Modes
lhermollotolAveroge
lpeed lo Ay
Climb/Cruiso Mode
Auto lhut Dovm Q,.rnight
High Sink Role ~lerl
0 - Skts Wave Mode

£149

REPEATER METER OPTION
• 60mmMounting • llo Mods Required
• Loomlnduded
• Metric Version 0-Sm/str

£89

Gir
Aviation

£'--

L

Ltd.~

"You can bank on us"

+ New Instruments: PZLExpanded Scale ASI's. 1.5 Turns 0·140kls £114, 1.75 Turns 0·200kts £124, PZL Zero Resel Varios, Flask and Ring, 80mm (Glider) £189, Extended Scale (Motor Glider]
£189, 57mm (Glider} £2 19, 12V Mini T/S £211 , Sensitive Altimeters £149·£153, PZLAltimeter £89, Mini Accelerometer £159, CM24 Bullet Pedestal Compass £49, LC3 Panel Compass £47, PZL
Panel Compass £47, Vertical Card Compass£ 139, T/S Converter £18.00 + Surplus Tested Instruments: Horizons with new Solid State Inverter, Ferronti Mk6 £339, Mk 14 (Coloured Display]
£359, 80mm Glider rote T/S £99, Mini American Glider rate T/S £249, Mini Accelerometers £89 + Radios: ICOM A3E £276, A22E £299, Delcom 960£216.90, Delcom 960 Panel Mount
Version £247.90, Glider Bonery Charger £19.90 + Parachute s: SK94, Type Cerlified, C. of A. Rapid Opening, Low Descent Rote, Steeroble, Comfortable, Lumbar Support, Bag, 20 year life £509
+ BGA Approved "Ottfur" Releases: Original New "Ottfurs" £169, Latest "Ottfur• alternative release for modern gliders- Aerotow CW400 series £169, C of G CW300 series £199,
Exchange all series with latesl modifications £89, Spring Kits available all series.
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Sailplane & Gliding

u
news
Andreas (Isle of Man)
.~ RECE . T expe dition to Dcnb igh GC produ ced good
Sudfi ng .tnu a Bron ze for D ave W iseman. A visit bv our
>enior region .rl exam iner, Bob Pettifer, has enab led Bob
r-tnncll tO gain his Ful l (MJ nx C rt) Ra tin g and t.1 ke over
Js CF I. Our thanks to Pet r Molloy for acting :r s r m ote
CFI. ,•\n oth r rating renewa l w as by lan M adadyen, the
I ieutcnJrH overno r o t the l s l ~e Oi M an. There can 't be
mar1y club s who an boast the Q ueen's representati ve
as an instrt.rctor! W ~ re now pl anning a p ub li c ity
campaign i n the lo ·al m edia and membership i start ing
to increase. Our tu g is >ti ll unab le to return due tO
ioot-,rnd-rno uth restricti o ns but wi nching conti nues.
,\ not here ·pedi ti o n to tlw U K i~ planned ldter th is year.
Brian Goodspeed

Bath Wilts & North Dorset (The Park)
O U R annual thre<?-day C<Jurs orga n i ed b)• ick
Bowers for the pupil s ot' John 'Gau nt School ,
Trowbridge, !-'roved very su ccess fu l mdeed . In ~pite oi
stron g w inds and occa iona l heavy rai n all the pup il s
got plen ty of flying. r'Jorman Hill s. Mark Dexter. and
D <lvt' lsn m have compl eted th eir ' ilvers with ii vc- hour
ilights. D ick HMI low and John rt ol mes have becom e
Bls afkr co urses at La sh.1m.
Joy lynch

Bidford (Bidford )
BIDFORD h.1 . wi tn "Ssed m,rny midweek achievements
by th ose who are lucky enough no t to have to work :
oo lus, Cro;s-co untry Endor ements . Bronze .1nd Sil ver
I g. . Wel l clone to you all. U nfo rtunately, as soo n as th e
loot-and-mouth cross-cou ntry r -stncti ons w ere rel axed .
the w eke nd weather rleteriorated in its usua l fash ion .
lt is vvi th great sari n s th at we repo rt the loss oi Rob
Mousley, an acti ve member or the c lub - we all hop
thJ t w h rever he is, he is fly ing h igh ,mci the wcJ th cr is
always th ere:. rinally. dll members of the cl ub would
li ke to say thank you to Jo hn \•Vat son ior all hi > eikrrt s
over th last two yeJr oi lJd ng CFI. Goo<.J luck w ith
your own fl y ing, Jo hn.
lynne Taylor

Henry Stott (left) of Bow/and Forest, is congratulated
on his first solo by instructor Bob Pettifer
(no cl1argel and/or under ou r intensive courses. •'VIartin
Ffou lkes has ompletecl ilver. The thi rd repiJcem cnt
hangar, next to our lug maintenance ha ngar, is now
ciiecti vcl . ample . Just o ne oi the origina l ha nga rs
remai ns; th is and the it:ll ing of m ny tree' have
completely chan 'ed Buoker's sk)• line. Ex pedit io ns to
Aboyne thi s au tvlll n and Fran e anu pain next year arc
being p i an n I. as w 11 as the lrJditin nal t,1ff wl ntcr
evacuat io n to r'Jew Zea land.
Roger Neal

Borders (Milfield)
Anglia (Wattisham)
M EMBER~ w ho've r -soloed aiter a b rt•ak irom i lyi ng
arc Clarre Hart, Bob Tipper. D avi d Levien and Mart in
Boo th. Craig M D ougall and DJ G raham have Bronze
k•gs, nd Cro s-cuuntry Endor ement fli ghts - not tha t
th re IS any compE'titiv >ncss between thl'm ! VVell done
to 1\Aark 'Robbo' Roberts on Si lwr durati on, w hich
brin~s him a st p closer o fi r ing the Cirrus he bores
wi th ather llryan . Keilh Hi ll in a D isc us and Steve
M yn I! in J K-2 1 wi th Craig M c D o ugall , s P2 both
comp leted 300km on lul y 2 1. Overa ll, a su..:cessful
time: th e lub i o tng trOn'l strength to strength.
DJ Graham

Bannerdown (RAF Keevil)
AFTER" long tin t as CFI I St.1ce y has >tepperl down;
Ri chie Am ~ lllilke hi, p iJce. W~~ than k A I fcrr the
vil luable C(lllt ributio ns he hill mode to all spcc t.s o f
tlw cluiJ. Chri s l ea r w ,1s first around a 300km task
fol lowing the end of restrict ion s, to comp lete hi> ri rs t
lli,,mond leg. The club fl l.'et is changing: the Di scus is
heing ; wi tl'h {I b ' tw et'n clubs dnd th e arriva l of dn LS8
is imminen t. ndy Mi ller Jnd Kei th M c Ph
loo k our
motorglidc•r to C uern v - just 10 avoid fi Id landin gs
re,1lly. AI the Bu keburg contest j on Arnokl ca me 7th in
our Janus solo ,md 1ru wit h two-up.
Derek Findlay

Alec Baldy, aged 16. whose solo at Bath, Wilts &
North Dorset GC was delayed by their foot-and-mouth
closedown. He has been flying since the age of 14

Black Mountains (Talgarth)

Bowland Forest (Chipping)

AU GUST 5 saw th e first oiiic ial packing oi the new
h,JngM J> we lov ingly ; li d in the cl ub fleet and tu g.
There it is at last after superhuma n ei forts by our
co mmi tt ee and espec iall y Martin Bruc kin gton.
There is even room lu squeeze in the T-2 1 and T-4
no t su re if the co mmittee hd s spotted th em yet! When
ex -President Rill Clin ton was at H,1y on Wyc rece ntl y,
1he d ub \\'Js used as a base inr the po lice Augusta
helicopter. On dep,Jrture. it obli ing fa nned our ba rbecue.
TI1an ' A few w e ks later w e w ere all maz -d to e a
rea l Supwi th Tri pl ane on fl n.1 ls ... it was en route to
Bristol i ro m the South East and very, very lost! After <1
cup of tea, some iuel and a new compass head ing. he
wa~ on his \Va)' aga in. One. sad piece of news is that
Gerry Ma rtin has dec ided to reli nquish th e post oi CFI
<1fter 12 years o f unstinting serv i e. H<' is moving
away from the area. \Ve thank him for his terrific
ded ica tion. Barbecues will n vcr b<:' the same w ithout
his well -known: " is that dnyone's red wine over there!''
Thanks, Gerry, fo r every thin g.
Robbie Robertson

WE H AV E o fic rod cade t hips to f\my Flarsby. f\nthony
Keighl y, D avid Price. )amc f~udduc k and Lawrence
Taylor. Good lu ck ilnd good fl yi ng. We had a busy c lub
wee at tiP end o f Ju ly. Co ngrMulations to i'vl.1lcolm
Dean, Andy Huggon and Hen ry Stott on solos J nd to
D ea n Eden o n re-so loing after a 12-year break. lohn
Richardson (JR), ach ieved 30 minutes of TV fam e on th
G loria Hun n iiord show. Hi s daughter, Stephan ie.
no minated h im for J Fat her's Dav makeover. VVhat a
triln sio rm ati n irom the old T-shirt. hol y j<'ans and
mucky lidi ng hat! D on 't surpose he'll repea that £150
hJ ircut , though May I bela ted ly Jpologisc to Rufforth:
w e missed than ki ng them for th ei r super hosp ital ity
durin
ur spring cl osure.
Eileen littler

Booker (Wycombe Air Park)

Charlie Hocking (in cockpit) was sent solo by AI Stacey
at Bannerdown and now has Silver height and duration
October - November 2001

WE HAD ou r usual \ ugust visi t from the Poph aq1
mk roligh t group. who are slowly convert ing to the
p leasu res of glid ing. Our u>ual lour autum n w.1vc
weeks st,t rt o n Septem ber 22. VVc will have the Scott ish
r\SH 25 i(rr th first tw o w"eks, w ith Andy H endcrs on
" babysitting" it. i\ndy H enders on, 1-\ndy Bardgett, ,J ncl
D erek Robsn n rcpm c nted us in the Scottish Inter-clu b
Leag ue, and D,wid W l lson ctnd Lcon /-\d amson too k the
Alliance 34 and Slingsby Eag le to the Pock lington t\\'o 5QCl tcr co n1p. An influx o f new rncrnbers nver the summer is k~e ping uu r instructo r> b usy. The lack of sheep
pp t zing m e;Jnt lot'> oi gr.:1ss cutting ( rnZ~ i nly bv Andy
Bardgett ,1nd lean Aclamson l dnd 11 lo» 0! im om e, but
it's been great not having to w~1tch w here you walk !
Bob Cassidy

1-\T TH E tim e oi w ritin g we are fini sh in preparati ons ior
the unfortu nately-delayed 1 S-Metre Nil ti o nal s, w hi ch
seem s to have a sm al ler C:! ntry than exp ected. 'vVe a. re
therefor<' planning ,, para llel tas k w ee k. Re cent results
oi tl w tr,Jin ing schedui P includt- iirst solos by Stan de
Bea umont , Co l in Bell, John Hihhert and 1-!ocl ney Stro ud.
A very substanti al part u l the tra in ing is now boo kab le

Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympstield)
Mi\r'JY thanks to lames ,\.\etca lie, who di d 200 hours in
our DG -505 at Gap, giving m any m em bers their first
taste oi some rea l rock polis hing. W e'r • all wa itin g tu
hea r how a well -known member m.1nagcd to fly more
than 200km w i th the elevator cii sco nn ecterl' Thankfully,
he got cl own sa fel y. Andrcw Turner and A li son ,\1ulcler
did Sil v r cl isw nces in Sid Sm ith 's Tas k Week,
~
Please send your entries to helen@sandg.dircon.co.uk
or Helen Evans, Kimberley House , Vaughan Way,
Leicester LE 1 4SE to arrive by October 16 for the
December-January issue (Decembe r 11 for FebruaryMarch 2002). Please note change of postal address
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Offering outstanding workmanship, efficiency and service in:

*

ROGER TARGET£
Sailplane Services
Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club
Nympsfield, Nr. Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GL 10 3TX
Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861 • Home (01453) 860447
Mobile 0850 769060

- email roger@sailplaneservices.co.uk

All glass, carbon. kevlar, wood and metal repairs and modifications

* Motor glider engine approval
* C of A renewals and general maintenance
* Weighings, including accurate in flight C of G positioning
* Re-finishing 1n all types of gel coat and paint
* Hard wax polishing

*
*
*

Competition sealing

* BGA and PFA approved
Canopy perspex replacement
A1rcralt recovery

www.sailp laneservices. eo. uk
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JAXIDA - condensation-free
LL WEAT ER
E

i

i
\

For gliders and motor aircraft

*

Keeps your aircraft clean and dry
even when left outside in the rain
Self-polishing action 1n the wind

XI

"Clothing designed for pilots by a pilot"

UV-coated

CO

Design rag. 2062846. Pat No .93 00 546
Vemer Jaksland, Strandmsllevej144, DK-4300 Holltillk • Tel. + 45 59 44 07 25 • Fax: +45 59 44 06 09

t
i
!

E-mail: jaxida@jaxida.dk • Internet: www.jaxida.com
................................._ .

...............................................

.................................!

CHARl POCKET
BODYWARMER AB RASION-RESISTANT
PEACHED POLYAM IDE
OUTER; POLARTEC LINED;
LIGHTWEIGHT AND
COMFORTABLE; TWO-WAY
ZIP; UPSTAND COLLAR;
PENCIL POCKETS; SIDE
HAND POCKETS; INTERNAL
ZIPPED POCKET
UNIQUE " SECOND SKIN" TO STORE CHARTS ORGPS

£59 (+Bp&p)
STORMBYRD PILOTS CLOTHING
PO Box 5936, lngatestone Essex CM4 9FF
Phone 07050 175203
www.stormbyrd.com

MaW~J

ea..t.us

vou'll find all you wan to know
about repairs and maintenance at

www.svsp.co.uk
Workshop phone or fax 01452 741463
Home 01453 544107 Mobile 07860 542028
Passage Road, Adin ham, Glos GL2 7JR
Email:
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Club news
~A i ilon in an O ly 2. Andy D avi> i o ffering memb r

Cotswold (Aston Down)

us~ of his D iscus 2a " ' M.1fikeng, si t of the 200 1 World

TH E dub has been honoured to introduc> sr·veral lo -al
over-90s to gl id ing. the old t being P •ggy B Jm~ t , %.
W itho ut exception, th y had a w onderfu l time .1nd we
hop' 10 se · them IJa ·k next summer. ourses continue
to prove popular w ith fi rst <olus from Chris Huck, l im
H<1\liday, :--.Jeil Oavls and Sim.u;on llarriso n. Severa l
members re-so loecl and gr;1duilted to the K-tls. Robin
Birch. N igd Greenwood, Helcna Brogde•n and Mark
Vcrdo n <J t hi ved five hours. Ric:hard Sciry and 1-lelena
al o havt< Cross-Country Endorsements. N ick l'arkin has
now n 50km and l'aul Lazo nby h<1~ his ll ronLe. O ur
World W,u Two gun butts area has been rerooled to
provide weatherproof accommodation for the ground
vehicles wh ile tlw c lubhouse has had extensive
re-decoration, some en •rously sponsored by members.
We invi te clubs and Ind ividuals to visit us.
Frank Birlison

( h,m1pionship . in r •turn for help w ith costs. W e won
the foot-~ nd-muuth-truncJted Rockpolishers inter-cl ub .
Airfield statw we~ th r r •r urts w ill he available on
win ter weekends from 01453 116006 1, not Roger
T.>r>cll's number !previously given in errnr).
Be.rnard Smyth

Burn (Burn)
IVITI I sheep nn pdrt o f th e fidei, w ar still concerned
about font-Jnd-mo uth . The current rcstri l ions lim it our
n oss-countries to th north and we haw disinfecta nt
pad al the en ranee lo the airfi Id . Our latest w inch, a
gas-f~r •riTos~ is powerfu l and econom icJ I and d ruumy
c;1b em. to suit our drivers. fhe )dnus C in ifs fi rst season with us i b oming rnore popular ,,s pilots appr 1i!IP its better perl(>rmonce. _on •ratul,ltion,; tu arilh
St~i nh rg. w ho did so well in o ur lub PW-~ .
We dl• no seem to get those J OOkm fli<>hts out of it
- perhaps that Spani h W<"J ther help •cl. ' o ngrutu iJtiOilS
lo Simon Kirkham on oloi ng, A lex M iljor on re-soloing,
fXwid Bell amy (five hours) and A Ian flopki 11>0n (Silver).
John Stirk

Cranwell (RAF Cranwell)
AS IT could IJe rdpidly de lin ing tow;~rds w inter .ts thts
is published. it w i ll be good tu •cmc mhc r the few ho t
week~ oi summer w hen thosc· nul deployed to d istant
compet itio ns c Juld be i d~nli fied hy the displ.1y o f w hile

Cairngorm (Feshiebridge)
AUGUST ''"v '" a.t Edstl •rton fnr the St:OIIish intl'r-cluiJ.
Great lun was h~d by all , and we th.1 nk our ht»ts for
their wonderful hospital ity. Late t recrui ts to the• W·rticJ I
H.1rograph Trace Club inc lude Al istdir Murri son,
22.liOOft, Jim Kiach, 1 f>,'lllllit, Bob Forc·st, I J,OOOfl , Ancly
Carter, I J.UOOft Jail QFE, all in July: Fcshie wave h.lppens .~11 ye<>r rnuncll. Little wonder th en that this year's
Octoherfest wave Cilmp is rlril\·ving p ilots from a ross
the soaring >pcctrum including Ko n ll<> intc•n from
Scminol<? l .1ke, Flori da. August's badg<" claims ind udc
i\l istair Morrison (lliamoncl height) and Bob Forest
!Gold height). For mon ' rlet;~ il s of Octollc ricst including
!owl'r pri •s w ith no bCHJki ng i PP see- our new vveh~ i tc
on www.gliding. orfior call 0 1540 6S l .l 17.
Chris Fioren tini

Clevelands (Dishforth)
SUMM[R evPntua lly .1rrivcd in July, and as w ell as providing us w ith long·ilw, it d th rmals, we agdin expNiencccl the delights (and warmth) o f the IJeautllul summc·r w.>v•' · M id1ael D csmund w ent solu on his 1 r,th
hirt hd<~y during the Inter Services at Bi e ter. towed hy
hi> lather Mark. He manogerl to soar for 42 mi nutes
irom I ,200tt, and was down on the ground before the
w mpf'titors hdd sleepily made their wav to the grid.
Once they w ' re on td5k, he got airborne aga in, and
<OITlf.ll<"tcd a Bronz leg. Well done, lvtichael.
Congratulation> also to F'<ltri<.~ im o f L leds U nivcr>ity
for SilvN height. \• e wi ll host our trad itional
Christmas W;we CJOlp. Details will be posted o n
,,.,,w.dis!JfCJrlhaidielrl. r"(!Servc. co.vk
Polly Whitehead

Cornish (Perranporth)
C ri Gnrdon Hunt r. our CFI, reti re ircHn the post in
Septemher. FortLmately ior us, he is conti nu ing cl>
d~·puty tugm<~sl •r and luh manager so w e w ill sti ll
hilv~ the support oi his w iie Dornthy, w ho handles trial
i light honk in~s. kC'• ·ps the fli ght log, .md is our indisprns,,IJI · soc ial organiser. \• ~ whh Cordon many
h.>ppy, larei rcc flying hours. Tugm~ster l'ip Phi llips has
been power 1'\ving without break for more lhJ n 50
yt·.1rs1 He beg1n1 '" a 1J,1by-fa •d (no chang there,
then, RAI' cadet. lkw Spit1 1r and Tyf,lhOons ov r
Fri!ncc• 1n Wurld War Two, and ha · h ~n fly ing ver

>ince. Along the w ily he"'"' shot clown and captured,
<·seaped <1nd wd lkcrl iJJck to the rapid! ad vdnt ing
all ied fore •. Morl' than 40 ye<>r> agp he w a one of the
c lull\ fou nder\. Another was Bill Lcw is. lllg pi lot and
keeper oi llw )Pcr~t oi Llcrnal Youth . To !ll ider pilots
pverywh<•n• - then-· is dlways cl w d c o!Tie on the mat.
Mike Sheedy
Octob er - November 2001

This diminutive, distinctive K-3 (registration: K3) IS to
.b e seen, newly-restored, at Cranwe/1, says Paul Skiera.
lt had last flown previously in 1988. Sieve Benn and
Frank Kennedy. with help from Neil Claughton and Lee
Hudd, began the daunting but captivating restoration in
1999. Skid. tail /airing and canopy, which were missing,
are based on 1953 drawings. Built in Germany in 1958,
it weighs 200/b, thermals at 27kt and has an optimistic
glide ratio of 18: 1. Steve say s the aircraft. one of three
known to him in the UK, is "quite adequate, otherwise"
kn ees. A lovingl)'-restorcd K- > flew for the first time on
June 9. Gcd Higgins and Pau l Nai mi th went solo {at
Bic t r) .md Chris Franklin returned to gliding aftl"r a
1f>-year bre.1k to r '-solo. Mike Dcrwent ~ nd Stcve Benn
took the ly to the Vintage R~ ll y at Cilmph ill in June
w hi le P te Kingwill complct >d a · OOkm during Comp
Pra tice w eek and ' nt ~i l ver. \11/e hosted the RAFG S
Gl ider A rnb~lic; Team ior th<'ir o rti to both
W addington and RIAT 2001 as wc>ll '" dllc mpting to
promote· th >POrt viJ a Sldl ic displ.ty.
Paul Sk iera

Dartmoor Gliding Society (Brentor)
AFTER fou r months' closure we ilew .1jp in on June 30.
Th rC' w s much d isinicctdnt. nu cars ~ nd very liule
so.1ring hut we had ,, •ood day. I he pleasure a me from
a rene' I oi the simple enjoyment.!>- buoyancy, ro ta tio n .1nd climb, huz~u l's eye vi w o f m<··n <~nd th e
moor, and th • ki s every time (almost) of the pcrf t
two· po inter. A c:l ul.J w el'k wa, spo iled bv the wea ther
but we'v had h!'tter d,1y~ since. Ill fly ing, now arrangc'Cf
h)' Chri> Malten, has started encournRingly. Plans .1re tn
hand for Jn aut umn cour><'. There have bPen ~pcr i a l
pk~asu r • . Eric Roclnwll, now aged 84, continues solo
soanng. Ala n Holland, a fixture in the back SCdl, is
there aga in dftcr tw o very re nt sp 11 In hospitJ I.
Roger Manhews, Fl, now em i-rptircd, is clividin • his
extra r e time between hautc(ish) c uisine and glid ing.

!:loth memb rship numbers ond attt•nrlan e give cause
(or concern. W e need an Indian summer then llartmoor
wave~. W > hopP next time to repo rt
ind ividual achievements, s well ontinu ing enjoyment.
Phil Brett

Deeside (Aboyne)
CONGRATULATIONS to M ike Whyment and Alcx
M,l itland on Sil ver distJnCl', Richard Arkle w ho'""
cla imed his 7.i 0km in Spa in, Jack Stcphen w ho flew
760km around S o tland ali'leit round lour turning
points, and Dave Watt' w ho achieved 2 ,SOOit on his
recent visit. The staff have been fl aunt ing their fllue
Peter bMiges sine • the visit of,, film crew. 'harli
Jordan, a jun ior member w ho wrot to the progra mme's
presenters, w as fil med re eivi ng instruction in one o f
the dub's PuchJcz gliders fro m olin Wight. This w ill
be teiPvi ed next February. There arc a few slots left for
the w.W<' s , son so book now t avoid disappoi ntment !
Sue Heard

Derbyshire and Lancashire (Camphill)
CONGRATU LATIONS to Sll've Wardle, ~ ;my Taylor and
Eric Bynon on fi r~! S()IO>. Ther have ,Jis J lwen thr e
Si lver legs cmd iour l:lronze legs in the last quarter.
Members' cour>es have been a big success with th ree
times as many rourses .1s l;ht year - all so ld out' There's
been plenty of fly ing for youn ger m mbers with our fi rst
cad ' I wCC'k, op<•n to a 11 member under 21 , led by Peter
' G r asy' Gray. Four young people have ,, Iso heen given
free membershi p and flying for a year, under a bursary
hemc joint ly funded by the club a nd the Caru line
Trust. Therr have been regular wave c limhs over the last
two mo nths w ith the best to 9,500ft, 1 0,500 ft and
12, ·ooit (Oave Salmon/M ike t\rm strong) and plenty o f
noss- untries - over 2,500km flown,
the longest being igcl Howe's at o ver 400km.
D iane Reid

Devon & Somerset (North Hill)
CONTI:-.JU ING rcstri< lions drove many members !sew here in search o f <:rO»-country fl ying. Dave Rei lly
i inally elected to record J lliamond dista nc: in pain
ccnd now has all thrct· Diamond . M anwhile ilt honw
M ark Courtney has h co me a l:lasic lnstru tor.
O therwise life Jt orth I I ill h<1s been quiet, and w hi lst
w e are no t exactly looking forwilrd to hristmas yet
th re i> an atmnsph<>re of postponr d Jmhiuons.
We need a f w weekends o f c racking w eather to
break the lethargy.
Phil Morrison

Dorset (Eyres Field)
WE Hr\VE be · n absent from Sc\·G for some years, so the
news is condensed lo this year's ~'vent<. W e have had a
good year ft)r achil•vemcnt : R b Un e !Gold height in
, Skylark 4 ); five hours duration: Davc Bomber, arol
,\.1ar. ha ll, Gc rry Cox, ~nd Davc Pi •re\' (to completE' hi.
Silver); Sil ver height G(-'rry Cox anct Dave Bamb r;
Cross-Country Endo rsements G rr)' Cox, G ill M urn ing.
Carol Marshal\ and )on M arshal!; two hour fl igh ts and
Brun w by Tin1 Linee and Do ug Ev ·r\'· VVe. c:ongrJtuliltc
G uy jarvis on completing his Assistant Rati ng de p itc
the wcJther. Presentations or silv r locks were mad(' to
Vir Phi ll ips fo r his service.' d S CFI (retired in 20001, and
to Bi ll Cook o ur outgoing c hairmdn fo r thc 1r unstinting
support O\•er ma ny years. O ur n w (2000) CFI is Pet >
Mollo y, ilncl our c hairman is John I l,>lio rd. A ll thi s has
been done by abo ut 45 members seven m iles from the
south coast. Come .111d see u weekends).
]on Marshafl

Dukeries (Gamston)
ISOLATION il nd the Dark Ages ar over ,11 last. We
have se n n,;1n)' visiting gl iders over our site and o m
have landed for " chat. A ll are wry w I t>m<" but pi a e
ob> rve the local glider traili landing before joining
circui t - we ar not J llowcd to era the power
>
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Club news
congratulations also to ex-mt?mber Sarab Steinbcrg f r
her victory in the Women's W orld Championships. The
Horse hc1e prile for bell •r luck next time wil l probab ly
'C' to 1-lemraj for mis ing Gold height by less than
l ,OOOft ror ior misstng a possible D iamond distanc' on
a f>50km day in ord r to spend time with his •irlfriend
- ahhh, must he love!) The n v committee has taken
over and Octob r's Freshers' Fa ir is being plann d.
Katie Sykes

Kent (Challock)

Keith Evans (right) being congratulated by instructor
Brian Headon on re-soloing at Mendip GC's Halesland
site after a 25-year break from gliding (Keith Simmons)
> runway entre-line h•dow 1,500ft. Th Dark Ages
havl:) b n banished: teve Simpson instdllecl a power
upply over the fie lds to the ha ngar and clubhouse.
ow we can work un wint r'1 ni hts and d vclop the
socwl stde of the club. tV\Mtin Vincent flew to Sa ltby for
his j()km, completing hi Si lver.
Mike Terry

THE CL R ha been represented at various air shows
and at a villagt! fete. ~Vr;> have held a succ s ful
fundraising event w ith the M arie Curie Cancer care
chari ty . t w hich we donated money from trial lessons.
l l w people taking th tria l lesson5 had each rai eel a
minimum of £50 in sponoorshtp, on behalf of the harity, and paid for their fl ights. The last couple of months
have seen some good soarin g weather ilnd ,, spate of
Bronze and Silver legs. Chris Luton has his first 300km
under his llE·It. nfortunat I>• the task had four turn ing
poinb so he was UtMble to claim Gold di>tancc. Even
more unfortu nate is tha t the tradttional sl ate in the
bar will havP o wait. We hope he wi ll rep!!at the
cxerctse soon with a qua l if. ing flight as everybody' getting th irsty!
Caroline Whitbread

Mendip (Halesland)
WE W ERE very fortunat our dubhou c did not a( h
fire w hen we suffered a lightning strike thul burnt out
our telephone and th alarrn system and also damaged
the w ind gcner<~tor. A very succc, ful expedition to
C~mp hill ' , s mounted by members who took ;1long a
Kestrel 19 and a Dart 17R. Meanwhi le some of the
greybeard invaded Aston Down Jnd xperi •need
1,600ft launLhes for the first time. Thanks to both lubs.
Our K- 18 h.1s returned resplendent after getting tr.1pped
ofi site by foot-and-mouth . I atest arrival i a K-13 to
replace the Boctan whi h lost it.; battle wi th the
dry stone wall. To end on" c:hcerfu l note, Clive Bra in
has soloed on the> Dimon.l.
Keith Simmons

Midland (The Long Mynd)
ON THE weekend the footpaths opened there w •. ' a
rash o f ac .!dents at the Mynd but they were noth ing to
do w ith gliding. Walker< had forgotten how to walk and
quad btkers tumbled, o we were treatod to the air
ambulan c squee7ing into narrow valleys. M eanwhile
the eh cks went n as the lub came slow ly bar.k to
life. John tuart was happy to boost the experience of

East Sussex (Ringmer)
TH E field has recovered from six months of monsoon
conditions and wear working our w ay through a huge
backlog of tri.1l lessons and mini-courses. W e have welcomed four new scholarship winn r • ongratulatinn>
to one of l<~st year's, Debbic Strnud, who w loecl soon
aftf'r her sixteenth birthday: to Kathy Scott and Chris
W inton, both of w hom soloed; and to Gr,l eme Bowring,
who has his Bronze. More cross-country fl ying is taking
p lace, ' lth St w Ba rter hJving <;omplctcd Gold. l.1n
Molesworth and Randall W ill iams ar Assistant
Instructors and Tonv Cutting and nm Flude have requalified a 131>. An expedition to Feshicbriclge WJS rcloc~ tPcl to Dunstable because ()j ioot-and-mout h. W e very
sadly report the death of Dave Bollard, an active club
member for rnany years. We dlso SJ )' goodbye to
Richard Br;a gg, who ha movC?d IWlt.l )' illter many years
of instru cting here.
Adrian lyth

Lakes (Walney Island)
WELL, what a year! 1t must get bette!r: foot-and-mouth,
our tug, and now the hangar doors... Despite the above
we are still managi ng to fly most weekends. The club
decided that th ~ summer uuling shou ld be in thE' U K, so
a few of the members descended upon Portmoa k for a
time, our thanks go to the club, and also lrene and
Stew for looki11g after us as usual. We're now preparing
for the two-seater comp where the T-49 wi ll deff~nd her
title, the K-21 w ill also be there thi' year. Stephen
Joh nson fin ally has his ·ilvcr tladge: he• got his height
dt Hus Bos after completi ng the other legs " ' 1984!
I hopP I don't have to wait that long tu get my distance.
O ther d<ltcs for your diary arc the ann ual wave trip lo
Portmoak on Oct 20 and the dinnc·r-danct• on Nov '10.
Peter Seddon

Lasham Gliding Society (Lasham)
CONG I~ATUI

Essex (North Weald/Ridgewell)
CONGRATU TIO t 5 to Tony Hampshi re and Terry
Stone on goi ng solo, Peter llerriclge nn compl<>ting his
Silver- "Th irty )'(WS after givinfi up gliding for DIY; and
in wood (l gJ inst the wincll" (ummi. cr(1tiong lo f{l ul
FournatSe, who on his fir I flight in on i\S\N 15 rlid five
hours and a -ilver height - w ith no barogr.1ph ~ Our flying w~ek> ,tt Ridgrw 11 went wel l and Ralpl1 Hawtrt•t•
completed a 300km, well don ·. Ton>' Hamp hire and
teJnl h;tv r n(watcd a ·rurther room at 1\onh VVeald tor
Cour ·e SecreiBry Geoff M"tin and assistants. V<'ry many
thanks to Peter Brown and Cathy Dell ar for the computer equipm(.'nt. !\ big thank y u to )<' nny Brown, Sue
lV\Mtin and Lin Brcnnend for providing magnificent barbecues at the end of our flyi ng evenings and week_.
Peter Perry

Imperial College (Lasham)
OUR July expedition to Jaca, Spain, was the i irst foreign
tour for five yea rs. For all th ' \ ludents, it was their first
experience oi mountain ilytng and ,, great oppor unity
to ec th,l t there's more to gliding than thermals. We
easily adjusted lo the l.1id-ho k pan ish ' , y o f life of
Siestas and Sangria, wi th fl ying tn belw n th two! A
hig thank you to all those who nrga ni>ed the trip and to
Tony M iles, Davc· Wordrop, Dave W i lli<•ms Jnd just in
W il ls for instruct ing. it's been it ver • suc.cessful ummer:
congr<Hulations to Nikhi l Dholakia Jnd Alan Bamford
(solos). Nouri Samsatli !Silver height), Dunc;111 Ashley
( iiVl'r hcighlldistanccl Jnd Hemraj N ithianandara jah
iGrJid dista nce and 1Oth in the Lash am Regionals). Our
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TIONS to SteVC' Jon son winning the
18-Mctrc Cla<s Worl d Championships. We have had a
splendid Open lass N~t iona l Championships and
Lash.1n1 Regiond b , w ith seven days flown out of nine.
Our main runw ay w ill b"-' rcsurf,lC"-'d in September.
Tl1e ba r is hcing refurbished w ilh new upholstery. Our
replac!"ment l,1unchpoint vehicle is in operation. The
Light t\viation Group oi the Royal Aeronautical Socieiy,
ch,lired by Ann W elch, hold their regular summer
mu ·t ings <tt l.i~;ha m . We are pl<?'lsed to welcome the
1-,w lke< rlying hw ndation to Lashatn. The foundation
is ~ registered charit set up to cncourag young
people into aviation and Into gilding in parti ular.
ive 1h omas is he Flight Coorclini1tor for L, hnm.
f\ building on the south side of the atrfield h.1s been
provided for briefi ng, workshop and support S('rvices.
!\ D .-50 5 Orion has arrived and is being i ittcd out (("
the foundation's use.
Tony Sega l

Lincolnshire (Strubby)
DEREK Skerry has taken over from Sieve Crozier as f l:
many thanks to Steve for all his hard work. \•Vei l donl'
to Ron Nilylur c~ nd Dave Lnid!J\V on soloing. Ron flew a

flronw leg on his s-conrl olo. Also cnngratulc1tions to
Henry Draper, w ho has just ,l chi(!ved all Badge. Henry
is well past 80. This month's sta r, thuugh. is Rcmr\llcn,
who has given the winch ,, much-nePdecl c-oa t of p.1i nl.
;\ iter year of operati ng ofi hard runwJys, the cluh h<1s
found fh,l t its tww gr,tss ,;trip has proved its worth, w it h
launch rates up Jnd wec1r ~1 nd tear dow n.
Dick Skerry

Midland GC chairman Julian Fack (right) accepts raffle
money from one of the "hangers-and-danglers" who
share the Mynd and who took up MGC's invitation to its
grand re-opening party This marked a return to activity
after a long toot-and-mouth closedown. More than 2 00
members and guests, including Lembit Opik MP.
enjoyed a buffet, drinks and dancing in the tastefullydecorated hangar, emptied of its fleet tor the occasion
members by pl ungmg into cloud li ke a p•gcon into a
dovecot (What' n >w?) Our courses ore full up and
running ag;,in, ve're back fl ying ro s- ountry, and w e
have three instructors now qualtfiecl for field l,1nding
and navigation lraini ns In the motorgl lder. LE<mbit O pik.
~t idi ng's M P, has re-,oloerl .1 nd "'becomes one of the
few of his collcagut•s to have J real hc?,ld in the clouds.
ur n~:::w aterers have made r1 11 Pxn~llent start,
Roland Bailey

Needwood Forest (Cross Hayes)
C NGRATULATIO!',S to 16-yenr-olrl Anna Griffiths on
goi ng >Oio. Anno is one of iour )'Oung p ople to have
been .1ward<•d ,t d ub scholnrship thts y ·.tr. W 've har.l
two successfu l cl ub weeks ,1nd, for thP first 1imc sincP
our move Lo Cross ~la '(~s~ numbers ot !(1unch · have.
ex ·eedcd Wrg t ior two cons -..ttivc month<. W ith ~
grow tng "umber of early solo pi lot , the d ub h.1s
bought J K-6CR il5 .1 second stnglc-seat rand members
hav und -•rt akc n , renm tion proje ton a Sie J w hich
has been donated to the club. w., took two glldPr to~
local ., ·hool commun ity day w h re they oc upicd
centre 'tage and provided loc.,1l people, including our
MP and the MJyor and Mayorvss of Ea~t taJfordsh ire,
w ith the opportun ity to I •arn more about glidtng.
Val Roberts

Nene Valley (Upwood)
!'RIDAY even ing gruup flying s ~inns have gonP well
Sailplane & Gliding

and Wl' IMd verv good weather for our task w eek (l u ly

Shalbourne Soaring Society (Rivar Hill)

211 ,\ ugust •). John Young, M <1rtin Reynold , Mi ke
Rnbc•rts :111d Peter Seyrnour completed 304km. Other
disw~c werc• Jl2km (A ndy H J.lfi cldl. 21 7km (13Jrry
,v\('c~hl. I 35km i Ri hMd Aylesl ury) I OOkm (Roy
Thnrnpsonj, b5krn (Roger Mnrrisroc und Davicl M ercer
in,, f-:-7 accompJnicd hy Lcs V a Ish in a K8J. Rnn
)ibl ~y complct~·d fiv · hours. Brian rJcknell . StPvr
•'-'lyall and Ri hard Hayckn each did two hours. Si lver
height; W<'nl to Prlul l<<~ynnr and Prlul Rid •i ll. TrJC)'
Me(; h n loed. Brian r. knell gained .1 Cru s - ountty
Endorsement. Sieve Flowett-H ill and Prlul Oaly achil? d
l'.>rl> one and tw o ,1nd Bronn•. O ur inwu tors did us
pruud. The Wet•kend !JarbE:cue. hy Ron Sil)ley, was
exrellont, Our thanks ror their support go to Di
Hubh,u rl, Tr.Ky Mrcc h, ]<lnC Ric' hard., .1nd ]an<"! ·mms.
The nr•w luhhouse w ill oifi i,1lly open in spri ng 2002.

John Pike

Anna Griffiths, aged 16, after her first solo flight at
Needwood Forest. Anna is one of four young people
to be awarded scholarships this year by the club

DAVE dnd Kdy OrapPr used up this )'ear's ;dloc.Jtion oi
gnnrl wearh c r .11 th e Lashdm Regionals. Cnngr.nulations
to Dave on 2nd p lace in the 8 class. Many than ks to the
members who assisted er wing, pecially to I' \er
W hi te ond Gcoif ,md AnnettC" Pure 11. who av. the
funny side of dcrigging Kay's Astir in torrcntitll rJHl.
S,1dly th' Shalho urnE' task week, wh ich followed, did
no t have such good condi tions. We have f.>Crmission
now for limit •cl .1orotowing on speci fied days and "'"
negoti,Jting routes wi th lac,, I residents. I'm afraid
,Jerntow retrieves will st ill not he avdi!ablt>. The loo
block is havinr; ,1 makeover ,1nd has new windows
(a big thanks tv Rod Harri · for h is work ). W~ are
wonderi ng about incorporating b lue decking ,1nd J
wa ter feature, Jny idea ?
Kay Draper

Shenington (Shenington)
Newark & Notts (Winthorpe)
11 'S HEEN " qui<'t wa>rHt w it h only Jldk hy spells of

good wc,lflwr. We hope our annLial flying week wil l
rnake up ior the pruvious weather and iont-;md-mnuth
r trictions. R' •nt <~ chi ·' Vl'rTll 'n\5 includ ·Ad;, m
rcher's Jj ro nz.e, Robin lills' snln and Drew Ev~ ns ' solo,
Drew being the 11 l oi our hursMy n1('mbe" tv go solo.
Don't iorgPt C>ur .mnucd dinnc: r on Ortol>er (, .
Chris Dring

us J.lla • end lessly w ith their immacul,\lt' K-Rs and K-G.
but illso showed us how to o1wn ,, bt•er boltle wi th ;,
c ig:~rCll l' lighter .md how to do Stuka dive-bomber pi lo t
imprPssions. Many thanks to Claudia ior ,uranging the•
trip and p ulling up with five giggling b l()ke> trying not
to nwntio n thl' war. h, and Dave W eeke got his
Diamond height <~g :; ago and I forgot to m0ntion it.
Well dune, D:1ve (do I g 1 the drink now1).
Sieve McCurdy

Norfolk (Tibenham)

Peterborough & Spalding (Crowland)

FOOT-t\ r D~
UT l l, awful weat11('r, msrrin,~d crosscountry, tou icw a ropla nes, linle \lying' A familiar
lit,my ui mo~n from rh Tibl.'n hJm carnp (,1nd, I cxpt' 1
m:my other>) th i5 autumn. Y>t, surpns1ngly, d check of
tlCrotows s iHJVJ'~ o ]'; p r cent increase in fl 'ing during
Jhc tlm•c summer months. Local fly inB has fln uri sh<•d.
1h<• Ea,tcrn R gional, w re postpo11cd unti l September
hut the I ~-Mt!trc alional Champion~h i ps w a held:
rt>Strictc>d, though not ru ined, by the we.Hher. Task· set·
ting required ,lllth' collect1ve cngcnu1ty or Roy
Wnodhnuse dnd M ike Bean. D oling un · w et murning
m<'lm,ln Gr,tham Parker held a IMgc: dllclit:n<:c.: in rapt
auention io c one hour on the mysteries o f th t •phiram. ,\<\ore· recentlv Mike Linds I' iDG-202 1 lan,icd
r.km short oi Tilwnl1,1m .rfter ,) 30 l km flight from .1n
tlOOi t w i n~h launch and Borrv Marchant completed <>
\OOkm triangklo during R.1y Hilrt 's c ross-country course.
Geoffrey H aworlh

AFTER yet ano ther no t-so-good seas " 1vc hold J
succ 'S fu l Inter-club League during uu r flying fort night:
w t•ll don to the task~sett r> and all th e rncmh " who
work d hard to make 11 happen. The dub tha,,ks D ave
Crowhurst, w ho sl od down as CFI in A u 'USI, for carryIng out many Y"clr.'J oi duti ) w ith .t n i. of common
sense and good humour. We all wish h .w CFI ]efi
Howle\1, his new DCFI l<evin Fear ~nd 11 w tug
manag,•r A I Flintnft well. Sylvia and Hob Sharman with
c!Jughter nnic Ewer have just returned wi th their Khcr
from <1 Vintage rally held In Zwirkau, GPrmany, and
ZlmL<I.tvile, Czech Republ ic they enjoyed 38 hours flyin •. Congratul.1tions to: lenn Rodri •ues (Silver Badge
wi th SOktll fligh t); Jnan Pyhus (Bronte .utd
ros -Country Endors men!; D~v • M ason !fiv, hour
tl £gh11; and I ,lUrie larkc. w ho new his Sil ver Badge
in nne out-Jnd-rP\urn flight. Oc;piiL· a wrnngly->et
logger hC> k -·c•ps a Silver height and 50km. W ·11 clnne
to Rohert Thid dncl Richa rd Thorn le )' on soloing. Robcrl
d id thi; in one se.JStllt.
Pel e Goulding

North Wales (Liantisilio)
POST ioohJnd-n H•uth, flyi ng h,JS re:st:utcd ,11 our site
and we arc catch ing up wi th ~ 11 those little job that
hJ\'t' dt uJmulatt•rl duri ng our )nforu.::d :1hsunce anrf we
hcwc ht.•,·n re-i~1mili,1risin' themselves \•\lith LIJntisil io
t\lthouRh the weather h<ts not hecn idt•,J I w0 have h.1d
>Oil1l' gtxld flying. W <· " " m·cd In h<• up to scr:uch fnr
th<! ,w!umn \•\f,1Vfl :-.c.1 ~on. ()ur field stdys d ry in au tumn
,1nd winter so Wt' ily all yc•;1r round. Re< ruitmcn t ui new
llll'rnht·rs is oii to a ilying s\<l rl .md we bvu had ·omc
cx-m(:mh •rs rl'l LJrning as wel l. Remem ber we M ·. in the
short term, fl yi ng Sat11rdays and Sunday> o nly. If you
want to bring an dirt rdft to fly you hould con\i\Ct us
hciufl·h;l!1d, prd<·rah lv vi,, email.
Brian Portlock

Oxford (RAF Weston on the Green)
SO H llts:GS h,we improved slightly. Enough at leu<;l for
Cuole <;hcpherd to i ly for five hours J nd SlL'Wdft
01\Nhurn to hurl hims li fiver 50km into tlw blue
yonder\(>complete th •i r Si lver 8ddgD. And Rob
]drbon m.tnaged to keep f~nough b,1Jis in till' ~ir w ithout dropping any to go solo. niortuniltely, OG ··s Oth
,;nniver,,Jr) cc•lchriltion had to IJe cancc::lled dlw to our
iriendly neighbourhood paril hule c lub who rdusl'd to
stop flin(\lng thernscl v<.!.< oul oi ilcropiJ ncs th at w eek~end. CJ,,udla Bungt·n took J pilrty ni overgrown kid to
hE'r olrl < luh at Dr-hilusc•n.
were shown immense
ho>pit;tllty by the Cc•rmiln members, who not o nly let

w,.
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Rattlesden (Rattlesden)
HIGH summer has brought its usual c rop ui persono l
ach iev<•ments. KPith Gold smith and LornJ ~Vilrox have
both solc ~e•d, Keith for I hP iirst time dnd Lorna after ,_
,
iew short decades. Chris Reed and Tony Bartlctt have
both b f'<'n kepi busy as n<•wly qualifir?d Bls and Johnny
l~1wson hJs completed his Si lver Badge. O ur Inter-club
Lc<~guc leg could h.we hJd bellc r weJl ht•r bul our
b.Jrbecuc w~s still muc h en jowd.
Pal Gold

AT LAST we've had sonlf' good weather' Terry Turner
h,1s Bronze ;tnd ]onalhan Shernldn h is Cros - ounlf)'
Enclursement. 0Jve le Ma•strL', [)avid K ith J nd
]on.1than Sherman completed Silver w ith durJtion or
dist.m e flights. Tirn Parker gain cl Silver distance whi le
]on Lu isada, Tb ny Crockcr and G ra ham Barnbrook have
Silver h ight. John Whiting compi<' l d O i.1mond w ith a
distanc > fligh fro m Chauvigny. Than ks gu to Sim on
Adlard for a vl'ry sue
ful BGA oaring Course on
si te, encour•ging m any o f tlw above dc.h ie•vemenls. We
are host ing the anm lal xp clition trom Bowland Forest
GC :tnd also run ning a task week, as " eJ I as our
popular miclw k intensiv·C! o ur..e . V e hdd ocial
\vCekends w ith the Beagle Pup Club and an merican
barb cue, piu> oil the u ·ual ac tiviti es. Visi tors welcume,
o r ee our web>itc on www".gliding-c/u/J.co.uk
Tess W hiting

Shropshire Soaring Group (Sieap)
JUNE s,Jw the last flight as tug pilot oi lan f-l icks.
Appropri.1t<•il• he tow<>d the Nimbus which ht> share'
w ith Arthur Lowen< and Lcn Kirkh,1m. l.1n ho~ s flown for
4l years, of w h i h he has tugged ior .Hl, and now wa nt>
to spenrl more:- time at the rear end of the rope. We
hav enjcl y d having the CCJinJ)d ny ui several rd ugecs
rrom the Mynd over th past months. I .1m sure that
friend~ h ips ionn •d will be to tit(' beneiit of both c lubs
in the futwl'. Thl' restrictiom of the pirsl months have
led to many oi us ta king Sim on Adlard's advice o n
sh<1 rpening up to increase sp e I round lo ai triang les.
Tlwre htlVC be )n very fe"v good ·V;lve ctJys- that we
could use, b ut mJny oi us are lcJrninn to US(' the
co nv rgent area c redtcd by the sea b reeze for . c itin '
runs oi 70-llOkt between Llangollen <Jnd Tcl ford.
Kei th Field

South London Gliding Centre (Kenley)
H OW fast the summer passes w hen you're having fu n!
Uur club is enjoying its ,\llnua l outing to Hu> llo>. for
the middle two weeks of t\ugu. t, which 1-v ill we hope
p rovid lots o i •ntrics ior our dChic•vements book. r\s
good as the uaring th re is, it i. probably bcttC'r where
long-st:mding member A l:tn frost is now: he and hi s
ia mily have <.:m igra ted to Australiu, i\nd hetwel'n bc;uts

Scottish Gliding Centre (Portmoak)

o f jPalousy, we wish the m wel l.

W E HA E hdd a good summer- uvery cou rse to d<ltc
has been full. Tha nks to our course> instructor Georgc>
Rnss for doi ng such an excellent job. Several peopl e
solc>ed in ]<J iy and August, includ ing Andrew Cordo n,

A lan Seear

John Forr~t . Sieve Robinson. Trevor Elliol '""'ior)
and SJrah Eiuch;llt on her 16th birthday. O ther
achievements include Rick\' ]ackson getting SilvN dur,1ti on, lan Mcach~m gelling Silver height, and Sco\1
Dougla> and Robin l:li rch cornpl ting Bronz e. Subject tu
the v idence l>t•ing OK, ]onathon l'ryce ha. just
ach1eved a Cold distance/Diamond goa l. We get good
$Oaring all year round, and ,l iWd)'~ welcom e visi ting
pilots oi an, standard. Feel iree to come dncl see us.
N cil lrv ing

South Wales (Usk)
SJ,s.JCE lhl' partial lift ing oi th e cross-country fly ing b<Jn
our cl ub members have made valiant attt•mpts to fly
eross-<.~ ountry by setting oif 011 ly w hen hclving suificicnt
height to glide to the Cotswolds to llGr\-pcnnittcd
l ~ ndi ng territory. There l1<1 been some succcs' in th is
enterprise and T,1sk Week p rodu ~ed Dave lobbins and
Hugh RaUray winning pundit and intermediate cla»es
respectively. lt ,1Jso involv d landings at ;o..· ympsiieltl and
i\ston [)own, whom we wou ld like to thank forth •ir
patience. and there were many h il.trious hours oi
e.~am i ning logger traces w ith many ki lometres flown >
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NEW T-SHIRTS
WITH GLIDER DESIGN AND
'MAX GLIDE MIN SINK' MOTTO
PALE BLUE
LARGE & EXTRA LARGE

£7.50 inc p&p

Call BGA office on 0116 2531051 to place your order
STOP PRESS: JUST ARRIVED - NAVY RUGBY SHIRT with small glider motif
(long sleeves) - £24.50 inclusive

so~'(

F

\lt\ful Oil
,.0 /)}The ~e~
l1.stable oowns.

• Two to Five Day Holiday Courses, run by John Jeffries
• Aerobatic Courses, run by Ray Steward
• Field Landing & Navigation Cou rses in a powetful Rotax Falke
• Cross Country Soaring C ourses
• Coaching for Fuii,Assistant and Basic Instructors
•WEWELCOME N EW MEMBERS
Bring your own glider, or fly one of ours - just come and enjoy yourself.

PH

EVA L O N 0 I 582 863419 FOR DETAILS
ng oad Du

e, Bedfordshire LU6 ljP

Great Fun Great Value
Easy Rig 35:1@50knots

0 1432 851886
w.russiasailplanes.co.uk
58

Sailplane & Gliding

Club news
AwJ rd to D aniel le HJnco ck. P<J ul Cooper com pletPd
1 OOkm while Sal ly Cooper has her first Bro nze Leg. Rob
Rolf ha5 h 1s ross-country Endnr, erncnt. Thanks to
Nevil le Cooper for the new cntr.~nce; to D ave G il l for
h i~ wurk on (w tvw; taffordshire,ylicling.co.uk); 10 I •ve
Brind ley and l ee Featherstone fo r the newsletter; and to
Chris )ones for his sterli ng wurk as PR O fficer. ourtes
oi )eff H e rd, members enjoyed a grea t rl,1y out at the
1001 Koyal lnternationn l l\ir Tattoo. The recent
acquisitio n o f a Kallye tug shou ld be J great asset over
the wi nter. Fi nally, w ill members piC.lS<' rut dirty po ts in
the d ishwasher - thank yo u!
Paul (Barney) Crump

Surrey & Hants (Lasham)
The Soaring Centre 's new Rotax Falke is G-HBOS
b.wk. Sadly. WP report thP tragic death of D.wp
Brown in a gl id ing ,Kc idcnl, the death of Kon )onos tsee
obituaries) ,md th<' loss of our president. D<?nni> llryan,
ait<·r a long il ln•'-<S (ubi tu<lry next issu.,).
Maureen Weaver

Southdown (Parham)
GK longest clay r lehr,ltinn w as b lessed w ith glorious
>urbhin . hundred ' o f vi itor' and ~ hog-roast to fnl luw.
lt .!1"1 mn luded ou r Ju ly 1.1sk w0ck and entthc troops
home happ . One hundred and iifty launch s w ere
logged on tlw Onal d,1y, many of them tri al le» o ns, and
P,tul Bdfk<•r delighted ll> all with a heataway (a beatup
iollmv<:d by a climb into .1 th erma l fo llowed almost
lnddinitel by morE' o f the same). Dick Dixon attempted
751lkm and on ly gave up wi th the sunset and more thdn
null' hours in th' cockpit. r\ndy Sanderson, sa fety
otfic r w ith Essex and Sufiulk, il w in to join us aftl"r a
k nglh) tour o f th e South C. ><1st from Wormingfnrrl.
l lsewhere, a group of cntlwsiJsti c mount.1in fl yers
visited S.lint ;\uban w h<·r till" fly ing anti tiP hosr itality
w•·rc m<'mo , b lc. I heard ,, ~tnry that con c rncd a pilot
irom Litht •nst in found wcepinf; at the roads ide h •de
lwr Uaimlt>r. Th Fn' nch police. not noted for their
symp.1 h)'• were exrl.li ning that d missing brake ligh t
w.1s hardly a capital o ffence. llowever, it tr.m spired that
lwr mi1:1.;ing trcl ilt•r W .J$ the n:!.c:ll GlUS<' ol hf'r distrc~::,.
H;Kk on home ground Jack Gcnerowicz, Ric:h:1rcl D ixon
inO rdJliun), an cl Ian H.m1ilton hdvC soloed.

Peter Holloway

Staffordshire (Seighford)
CONCKAT LATIONS to Bri, n Ldyt and eo ff SuMon
for fi r I solos, and to Nick Rolfe and Chris )on for
Silvc•r dur.tllons. Brian Pcarson did his 1 OOkm D iploma
and Chris Johnson his .JOkm. Thanks to Roger Bostn~k.
Col in R.llcliffe, Mike bhott and o thers for instructing
on our flying w clG. Thanks to A lice O ull ra m for
orga nising th e sum m r bMbecue, auend(·d hy the
Mayor c~ nd Mayurt1Ss ot S aiford to present the Cadet

S& H PI LOTS made up J good proport ion of the fiel d
in the Lasham Regio nals, w ith seven club gliders
entered . H ighest p lac ing w ent to Ed Foxon, seventh in
the B Ias . We have dlso seen a good nap of h. dgc
fl ights through June and Ju ly : Bron7e Badg . (o r )crcmy
Grind le .md Martin Conro y, and Silver' for Gerry
Engl ish, Chris Schurr, Jon<l thon Cross .111d Peter
Kcutgens; M.~rtin and Gr.1h<1m May narcl also logged
ilver dur.llio ns, w h ile Mi k • Borrowda lc has a ·hieverl
Silvl'r hejght anti tlist Jn((•, n lin llunt confirmed his
Gold d• st~ nc>/D i amond g11al during the R~io nals.

Graham Prophet

The Soaring Centre (Hus Bos)
CONGRATULATIO N S to Kevin Fish r and G r,tham
(>o lol; A lan H iley ( BronzeJ: Stephen )ohnson ,111d
Simull om linsnn ( ilv q ; Phi I Ti ller, Jim H athaway ond
Rick Frienrl ( u ld di lane ].
M idland R ··gionals
were~ hig success, with five good fl yi ng d;1ys. Cluh
m emh rs Paul Crn bh and Bri,m Marsh fi n ished first ~ ncl
second r ·pecttvely, wi th Ti m Milner third. Well done
also lt> Russell Chcetham, w ho won the Open L:tss
Niltionals ,11 LashJm . Ri chard Putt has taken over as

n,

lub afety O fn cer frt>n1 Dcrck Ahh<y M'"'Y th.lnks tn
D crc k for all his w ork. Th<• building of Pha~c Three, the
new extension to the cluh hou- , i iully under way w ith
the help of vari ous nwmll(.!f>.
Siobhan Hindley

Trent Valley (Kirton in Lindsey)
TH E wood n r up W dS a raging success. Seven
compet itors flpw 'lO-km and lo gged 28 hours. The star
perfonru_•r and ov rctl1' inn r \v.- c; Gordon Bowp w ilh
a 220km triangle in his K-6r . Anrlr w Tu rk ;ecurcd
second rlacc by batt l ing against a 25kt wind in his
K6cR, ,Jiong w ith t v W ilkinso n (Dart 15 1 and D .w e
fli en ia 1 (Pi rat). Thanks to Hi ll Aviation, po nso rs of
the event. Phi I Bootland and tV\ark )on s have oloccl,
Mark at age 1 6. The A stir is back with us once ,1gain
ai t r major r •pair>. CF I Pilu l H o lland organised a very
successlul VISit to A ir Traftic Control at Waddington.
John Kitchen

Ulster (Bellarena)

Mark Jones soloed aged 16 at Trent Valley GC
height. Eel's w ek, when we opened the "irficlcl for
l ive weekdays, vvd very tu <,:pc;;s;ful wi th sever.~ I cros t nu ntri es in tlw 150-200km ro n , ,1nd w<· t~ re now
feel ing more relaxed about ros -country fl y ing ag:li n.
AI our ,1\v<~rd s ceremony Bill Bulton """ ' dwartlecl the
[ ri Rrnwn M L111luri ..ll Prit-e tior .1 13 ,r\ soaring LOU ~e1
and th ClubmJ n's Cu1 lor hi s unS"tintill 1 work on ou r
hl'hal f. O th r awards for< ro~ -l uuntry JChiev m en
w~nl to hie Wi nn ing, )o n H uh and and Kichard
Ch apm~ n . and CrJemc Scott was prese nted with a n
award for h is e.~ccii Pnl po>l- u lo p rogress. W e are
invc~ti gat ing th e jl{J>Sihility of .manging ior a tu g to
he ava ilable at andh ill rarm m r irequc ntly th an at
pres -Ill, so that we could ufier a mixture of w inr h and
aerotow I.Hmches.
Graham Turner

Vectis (Bembridge)
AFTER a poor ~tart lly in" began ·criously at the start o f
l urw: 44 b u nch!'S wen:> ;trhieved owr thl! Ba nk
lluliday, the longest flight being three .1 nd a half hours
by John Kennv. 13ut poor w ·~ ther evcn:>ly rt>stricted the
number of IJunches
lo11g ilights during the rest of
the rnonth. July saw things r turn in~ to normal with tiP
1:-ttlnch rate hitting the av~rJge o1 p revious years and on
one d.ty four p il ut' to yed in the .1ir inr well nver twn
hours. C: live flu tl ilCh1cved h is two-hnur flight and lohn
Paris h is on hour flight. Gnod fl y ing weather held fo r

""d

the mo nth except for the niA'n day, ,.vhi h "'"' a~a i n
not ilS sun : sful as hoped . 5 v r3l p ilo ts have been
on summer expeditions. wh ich' e trust wil l prove a
sue es>fu l as l.1s1 year's.
Peter Seago

Welland (Lyveden)
OUR fl y ing w •ek was bless rl with relat ively good
Cll t solo j<JS(')fl H."lmmett Llthieved I\VU
Bron7e legs, ,,s tlicl S<trdh Curtis. Bacon hutty sales
sl ump d as Lisa hephcrd cscap •d from the ki tc hen
to ad1ievc ht·r Silver durat io n. Chairman Jo hn

\oVeilthcr. Re

>

W E' VE found conwntiona l five-day Monday to Friday
holido1y ·ourses hard to S<~ll and difficult 11> staff w ith
vnluntcPrs; greater success hit~ atte n<kd two-day
sc.1snn.11 courses >panning Thursday and Friday or
sharing normal w eekend op •ra tions wtth members.
They arc limi ted to three sturlents per course, to w hom
J lwn-seatl'r ,1nd an instructor arc w holly decli catcd
ior .1n assured numher of launches or soaring time to
givt: a ii rm start for Cln ab initio. Su ·h courses have
brought us severa l n<•w full men1bers thi ye r. lt has
othc~rwi sc been en unremarkable su mmer foll owing the
eJrl ier three-month foot-and-mou th land -clown ULJ\
the <·nl;ugccl fleet is well-housed Jlld our p remises are
in gond shape.
Bob Rodwell

Or Stewart Domoney, one of a group of Southdown
pilots who visited St Auban in the French Alps. with h1s
PIK 200. Both flying and hospitality were memorable
October - November 2001

Vale of White Horse (Sandhill Farm)
IN TH E I.Jst few wc•eks Clart! Knock and D ave Bundock

have ilown Silver distances, and Dave also has a Silver

The Mayor of Stafford, Douglas Davis, with the winner
of Staffordshire's cadet scheme. Daniel/e Hancock.
The scheme for 16-18 year aids funds all flying to solo
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The Polish Mountain
Flying School - Zar
invites teams or individuals to participate in their

International Standard
Class Championships
from 27/04/02-05/05/02.

SOAR in SOUTH AFRICA
at the world famous GARIEP DAM, where SOOkm is like an
afternoon walk in the park and ISm gliders fly I OOOkm. Single and two
' seaters for hire. Long distance cross country instruction from a
fascinating location next to a game reserve. Wide variety of good
accommodation. Overnight from London. Nov-Feb. BOOK NOW!

Details from Stan Kochanowski:

GARIEP DAM AVIATION CLUB

sta nislaw.kochanowsk~Q rld.cQJ!!

<mailto· stanislaw kochanowski@ntlworld.com>

www.gariepgliding.com • fax +27 11 805-5745

Tel: +4410)1623 648891 • Mobile: +44 07944 941274
Fax: +44(0)1623 437822

COVERS FOR SAILPLANES

BASE YOURSELF IN BENALLA!

Why be afraid of dust, rain, snow or ice?
Protect your airplane with effective covers
from Sweden. All covers are made of white
waterproof web, 120grm. Double tread. Under
side with condensation net. Easy to wash. I
will send product and materials information if
you wish.

Unique opportunity for tJK pilot or syndicate to set themselves up for Australian summers with no
shipping or importation problems. Roger Threlfall is retiring from gliding and regretfully is selling his
immaculate LS-3.FQV fully equipped and with hangar share at Benalla.

For more information contact
Lars-Erik Blom
tax 46504-491 69 e.mail confurn@telia.com
<m ailto:confurn@telia .corn>
ConFurn Design AB SWEDEN
Internet www.confurn.se <hltp://www.conlurn.se/

PARAGUDING and
PARAMOTORING
The UK's leading team - all tuition is to
British Association syllabus.

KITESURFING
Sales and Tuition in Brighton

SKY SYSTEMS LTD
66 Woodbourne Avenue, Brighton BN 1 SEJ

Tel: (012731556695 • Fox: 01273 566330
Emoil: office@skysystems.co.uk

www.skysystems.co.uk

• Refinished in Dulux Auto Colour paint system • McKinlay easy one man rigging/deriggi~g system -with
no heavy lifting • Full ground handling gear • Full set of covers • Oxygen • Borgett B-25 vario/computer
system • Garmin 12 GPS • BECK ER AR 3201 radio • Main/stand'-by batteries • Parachute • Water filling
system including water meter • Spare set of wing, ballast bags • Good weather-proof trailer • Maintained
by Composite Components (Horsham) for last 12 years AND • a quarter share in large private hangar.
• 2,500 hours- 684 launches - no prangs. PRICE Aust$50,000 - £18,500 at Aust$2.70 = £1
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST TO ROGER AT PHONE: 61 3 9775 4506.
E MAIL: bracewel@netspace.net.au
POST: 10 MANN RD MT ELIZA VICTORIA 3930
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t Grans ~n Lo ~

High Performance Fleet
Seven days a week
Winch mu/ Aero Tow Launching
CAA & BGA Motor Glider Courses
Individual Pre-Solo to
Comp Level Courses
Gran.~·den

Lodge Airfield, Longstmve Road, Little Grunsden, Sandy, Beds, SG 19 3EB
Call Jon /vm:v 011 01767 677077- Fax: 01767 6 77616- email: ojfln mglide.co.uk

T-HANGARS
Built to any specification for
all gliders and light aircraft

For quality
hangars

delivered and
erected c.J/1 Chris
Tel: 01295 262424
Fax: 01295 262422

e-mail:
60

chris.croukamp~hbtinternet.com
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Club news
~

HeJth Jchicvcd Diamond goa l, with Michael Ne~ I.
Werncr Lcuticlcl, Stmb and Chris Curti s all enjoying il
clutch oi fligh ts in th 2t10-350krn range. PJul Cronk
r~>pnnd cl to the challenge and il w an luncleclarcdJ
IOOkm. The' lull's SF-27 was revealed in all its >parkling
glorv thanks to an e.xccllent refurbishment by Steve
Alge<J. The evPning o iJI cvcnrs were much enjoy.-d,
includin the tr,1dit1ona l joint harbecu with N ne
Valley. New members includin • 'bi rdman' Wayne
Davis, whose precision ilying hawk and falcon soon
made us realise our own hmit,llions!
lane Cooper

Wolds (Pocklington)
THE <ummcr has reap d ,1 quality crop of achievements
with Mike Clinc, Andy Me ann and Paul Shaw gaining
Silver height, rony Kenclal hb Silver clist.tnce, and Lcn
Thoma' dnd Stt•ve l<uffdl going solo. 11 h ,1nd o'vtike Fox,
and )on mith fared well at the Club Class N~tiona l s,
whilst tlw motley er w uf l<oy D 11, 1\ndy Melvillc, t\ndy
Thornhill, Martin Fryer and Bill Young rompl'd intc> 1Oth
pi<~Lc in the uropean two-seater ompet ition in Fran e.
John Simpson has staggered past his fourth de<:Jde,
whilst we al l continue to exp loit, without rea l r ognition, ~11 oi Angus Sheldon's talc>nts.
Ged McCann

Wrekin (RAF Cosford)
IMPROVEMENTS over the past few months include a
1.1unc hpoint c:<H<tv,ln housing the computerised log
svstem and the regraded strip of airfield offering
improvecllaunch and landing faci liti · particularl y now
thatlh windsock and telegraph pole have db, pp ared.
Philip Morg<~ n and Terry )ones have solocd. Gareth
1l,1ker has completed Bronze, Silver h ight and dur<ltion.
Chris Kyt · has his BrunLe. lan Shackleton has his .rossruuntry diploma. G off lilthcw> is a Full Instructor ilnrl
llriiln MacKenzie has regained his As..> istant rating.
Sh~ila Russon

York (Rufforth)
THE crosr.- ountry cason has been consider.:tbl y
rurtallcd by foot-and-rnouth, des pit · some excel lent
soMing d.1 in b · twe •n v ery wet pel lsl The 40th
.mniv~rsMy ily-in nd b.trbecu · were a great succes ,
.l!ld Giant Mod~l Show brought in valuable income.
Our visitor fl ying is being well supported by our
m thusiastic Bls, and tlw lub continu "S to thriv with
htiO)'.Jnt levels of tra ming. Brian Pritc.:hard has been
.!ppointPd OCFt, which w ill certainly help ease the pres>urc on the CFI. The apron out.sid the small hanga r is
now properly Tarmac-covercd. Thanks ore due tu the
ofiicc· stnif who dutifully man (and woman!) tlw desk
;uHI ii -Id queric and bookings.
Mike Cohler

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank)
QUITE a mixed period for Yorkshire wi th some great
news anduniorlundtcly the deaths of three long-lerm
m<'mbcrs oi the lub, Jack Dent, Mal olm Silv -r ,1nd
Mike Carter. W will mis. th m all. The better new~ is
th;l\ we have been operati ng thrcJughout foot-and-mouth
with !"rank Wibon, An drew Hutchinson and Tom Reilly
going solo. Frank managed to complete a f1 vc-hour
flight only w eh later. Kelly Janski cont,l t te<l wav • ..nd
~01 Silver height during our abridged task week. Geofi
l'almer went solo on August 1.5. He was sent solo by
D<~ve Chaplin, who
11t StuJrt Heat on '>Oio from the
s.m1c site -exactly 20 years ago to the day.
Marian Stanley
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Obituaries
Dave Brown - South Wales
DAVE Brown (1944-200 1) was ki lled in a gliding
accident in Jul y at the age of 57. He learned to
fly in 1997 and soon achieved Silver. In al l his
activities he was careful and m et iculou s: flyi ng,
fettling his glider or mowing our airfield.
Ever cheerful, he and his sense of humo ur wi ll
be missed . We o ffer deepest sympathies to hi s
mo ther, D o ris, and sister, Hazel.
Maureen Weaver
Mike Carter - Yorkshire/The Soaring Centre
M IKE Carter's tragic gl iding acciden t in late June
was a c ruel bl ow to his family and to the sport.
Mike (1936-2001 I was hooked on gliding from
the day he first sa mpled it at Sutton Bank in
1967; he learnt quickly, was soon instructing and
had al l three Diam o nds by th e rl y 1980s. Mike
was an adventurous, intuitive pilot. His logbooks
are very detailed: w ho he fl ew with, how he
could get it better next time, and what he fel t.
The mo re mountainous the terrain under hin1, the
better. As an in structor, his E'Jlthusiasm w;:L infectious. The sons of his clos st French fri ends say
they fl y because he made their firs t flights so
interesti ng and exci ting. We wi l l mi ss Mike's
enth usiastic, romanti c attitude to il y ing, the
mounta ins, his love of music, ba ll-room dancing,
his friends and above all his wife, Barbara, and
his family. We have all lost a super fri end but
one who has left us wi th a wealth of memories.
Nick Gaunt
jack Dent - Yorkshire
JACK D ent (1926-2001), a club member fo r as
long as I can remember, had been a fri end o f
m any of us since the ea rl y '1960s. His helpfu l,
fri endl y and enthusiast ic manner as Camp
Command;:mt during many Northern s made him
fa mous in the competi tio n glidi ng commun ity.
Ten year - ago, heart trouble led to a b)' -pass
oper<Jtio n th<J t transformed his life. H e gained a
fresh desire to fly and although he alwJys
enjoyed h is gliding, there is no doubting his
offection for the Rans, whi ch g ve him m any
happy hours airborne. Jack alw<:~ys d cribed
himself <Js o ne o f li fe's survivors: he certai nly was
that and much m ore. He will be missed as one of
those peop le it w<Js good to have known .
Dave Chaplin
Kenny jamieson - Scottish Gliding Centre
KENNY (1940-2 00 I ) was at Portmoa k from the
1960s-1980s Jnd w ill b well remembered by
pilots from many c lub. dnd coun tries who a me
her then. If they had a problem, he would find
someone w ho could fix it. His expl o its include
hi s rai sing a fox cub in hi s vintage showman's
aravan on the airfield (he had no sense of smell
and at first couldn't understand w hy those invited
in fo r a coffee would leave so q uickl y) and his
landin a Capstan on St Serf's island in Loch
Leven iter an aerotow ropebreak (the retr ieve
b)' sheep ba rge was another Jamieson epic) . On
reti rem ent he moved to Morayshi re, w here he
co ntinued to enjoy his other favourite sport of
sparring w ith any burea ucrat w ithin range!
The world is poorer for hi s leaving it and ou r
sympathy goes to his w ife, Karen .
Z Goudie

Ron )ones - South Wales
RON ]ones (1924-2001 ) started gl id ing in hi s 70s
in 1995 and, tho ugh he never soloed, was happy
to be in two-seaters becJ use he loved flyi ng so
much. His great regret wa that he did not sta rt
fl)' ing a a younger rnan. His lithe fi gure and his
energy when helping at the c lub be lied his )'ea rs.
W e oiier our sympathies to his wiie and sons.
Maureen Weaver
Malcolm Silver - Yorkshire
W E WER E al l saddened when Malcolm (1 935 200 1) lost his battl e w ith brain cancer fter a
cour ~geous six-mon th fight. When he joined us
in 1983 afLer 31 years as an ATC i nstructor, he
had 7,677 laun ches and 702 hours, having sent
around JOO cadets solo. He rapid I)' became pa rt
of the c ross-country fraternity, in the SHK !hen in
Kestrel 53. Everyone on 130.4 was kept full y
in form ed of progress, especi ally from a grea t
height in wave, and his wife/retrieve crew, An ne,
is lamiliJr up <:m d down the country JS " Teabag" .
H is pa tience.. tamina and energy w ere endless,
w hether tugging, instructing pup ils, w o rk ing o n
site projects or making J point (or two) at AGMs.
it was done w ith a wicked sense of humour that
rem ain cl, incred ibl y, right to the end. W e sha ll
miss his robust presence, and extend our deepest
sympathies to Anne and his chi ldren.
John Goodall
David Thorpe - Staffordshire/ Derbyshire & Lanes
DAVID Thorpe (1942 -2001) was a meticu lou
mechanitJI and electricJI engineer. His pass io n
for things tha t flew led him to Staffordshire GC,
Morridge, w here he beca me a leading light o n
the tech nie<:t l side. When th c lub m oved Dave
ca m e to Camphill. H e convin ed us to bu)' th
Sky launch and drove the team to rebuild on e o f
the Tost winc hes- both now the backbone o o ur
launch facili ties. Hi s was a ke)' role in bu ilding
the new workshop, for whi ch he designed the
electri ca l instal lation. A popular, enthusiastic
instructor, he had a relaxed but pos itive teach ing
style. For his services, the c lub granted him li fe
flying memb r~ hi p, of w hi ch hew, s immensely
proud. D espite being diagnosed w ith ca ncer
more th an eight years ago, he wJs active at the
club until earlier thi s yea r. In pa)•ing tribute to
him we must also remember Maureen and her
ca re for him. They wt•re a devoted couple. Our
deepest sympath)' goes to her and all their fam il y.
Dave Marlin
Ham ish Wotherspoon -Scottish Gliding Centre
WITH great regret we report Hamish 's dea th in
Jul y after il nine-month illness. Hamish (193 72001) joined the SG U in the 1970s, m aking
enterpri ing fli ghts in 54 (Oiy 460) then Vega
ECK (a PortmoJk-Don caster d eclarati n ended
wi th a IJnding at Catterick). An instructor since
1979, he was appointed CFI in '1984. After
retiring from running the f~mil y bu ilding firm, he
worked as cours instructor, glider r pa irer and
inspt' tor. He also flew and helped m aintain th e
tug. Eye prob lem s ended his fl yi ng in 1990, but
he stayed as w inch d ri ver until last year. He w ill
be sa<ily misse<i. We offer our sympath)' to
Marion, hi s w ife for more thiln 40 years.
lan Dandie
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Safety

Are you winching correctly?
R

ECENTLY, a number of w inch
lau nching accidents have occurred,
wi th eith 'r fatal or seri ous injuries
being susta ined by the pilots.
Whil st the investigations into these
accidents are ongoing, they appear to have
a common thread, in that the gl ider seems
to have stalled whilst attached to the
launch ing cable.
Without pre-judging the outcome o f the
detailed investigations into these accidents,
it is appropriate to re-emphasis the fo llow ing points when wire launching. This is not
intended to be a substitute for training with
an instructor!
• Before you get in, check you 're sitting
on an energy-absorbing cushion. If you
need padding behind you, make sure it is
incompressibl : for example, "firm grade
chip foa m" is good and inexpensive.
Sinking back into cushions is hazardous as
th e sti ck would tend to be pulled back.
• Start the launch from stationary w ith the
stick neutral or slightl y forward, and the
other hand ready for the cable release. In
most gliders thi s i near or touching the
release. However, w here the stick movement blocks the release- for exampl , as
in a Ventus - actuall y hold the release.
• Avoid large elevator movements on th e
grou nd; thl' glider should be balanced on
its main wheel on the ground run .

• If a wing drops, release at once and ask
quest ions afterwards.
• Once aileron authority is established,
the hand near the release can be moved to
operate flaps, etc.
• All ow the glider to lift off natura ll y.
• Monitor the glider as it rotates into the
climb. Be awa re that with the release hook
below the c of g there will be a natura l tendency for th e glider to pitch up. The pi lot
must monitor the airspeed and angle of
climb by looking out of the cockpit at the
wingtips and control this rate of pitch up
such th at the attitude i always appropri ate
to the airspeed. Don 't stare mesmeri sed at
the ASI - look outs ide.
• Make precise, del iberate movements of
the sti ck, rather than expect to position it in
a certain place ("it worked here last flight").
Fly the aircrafl; not the controls.
The loads on the gl ider during the w ire
launch are less easy to appreciate than in
free fli ght; Understa nd that the wing must
develop lift to balan not just the weight
of the glider, but also the pulling load of
the launching cable.
This lift generated is transm itted to the
fuselage via the spar, and cau ses a bending
action on the wing. This is an extreme
design case; when in free fl ight the spar
bending normally on ly supports the
we ight of the fuse lage (plus any in-flight

accelera tion forces, for example, turn ing).
As you can not sense these loads during
the launch, you must be full y aware of the
extra wing load ing, and hence increase of
stall ing speed by up to 30 per cent. Use of
the correct weak link is vita l; how ever,
even with the correct weak lin k a sudden
gust or w ind shear ca n cause the wing to
sta ll before the link breaks if the angle of
attack is too great.
If your glider is approaching the winch
limit speed in the fi rst ha lf of the launch,
maintain the climb angle and signal; if it
occurs at the top of the thi rd of the lau nch
and you are using a lot of back-pressure it
may be appropriate to reduce th e backpressure/w ing loading before signa lling.
In summary: climb ing too steeply in the
start of the launch incurs the risk of stal ling
on the w ire- and possib ly spi nning, a
manoeuvre from which recovery is un likely.
Stalling speed on the wire increases by
up to 30 per cent; it is therefore a good
idea to adopt a min imum safety speed
for the full climb of SOkt for most older
generation (wooden) gli ders; and 55kt is
more appropriate for most glass Standard
Class/training gliders like the Puchacz or
Discus. An even higher speed should be
used for gl iders w ith higher w ing load ings.
Jonathan Mills
Chairman, BGA Flight Safety Committee

Salutary Soaring: don't be caught out by the conditions
T WAS a beautiful summer's evening at
Strathaven, many years ago. The clay's
cumulus had gone, leaving not a cloud
in the sky, and there was hardl y a breath of
wind. Th
Fl was sending first solos off in
the T-21 - it was that kind of even ing.
I was instructing in th e Falke, and as the
evening wore on, at about 21 .00hrs,
I noticed J thin veil of mi st forming in the
fields, as th e grou nd sta rted to cool by
radiation. lt looked very pretty from above,
neatly filling in the spaces between the
fen ces, and was too thin and shallow to be
visible from the grou nd . As we were
strapping in for the next flight, th e CFI
wandered up. " I wouldn't go too far away
this time, because of this mist starting to
form," he sa id. "No problem," I replied,
"This is the last flig ht, and we are only
going to do a circuit." He nodded and
wan dered off, quite happy.
We fired up the engine and took off,
w ith the P2 doing the flying. We climbed
straight ahead to 1,OOOft, throttled back to
idling, and set up ou r circuit. All was as it
had been on the I ast fli ght: the sun
beginning to set in th e north-west, good
visi bil ity in all directions and the thin fi lm
of mist in the fields below.
At 600ft on the dow nwind leg, we were

I
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passing the hangar, when I noti ced it
disappear behind a patch of mist. I wa ited
fo r it to re-appear. lt didn't. Even worse, the
gliders at the launchpoint were no longer
visible- in fact, all we coul d now see
was the setting sun ahead <Jnd some ra ther
featureless fields directl y below.
I took control from the P2 and rapidly
considered our options should the airfield
fail to reappear. We could try glid ing
straight ahead into the first field we ca me
to, but there were too many fences
and power lines Jbout to make that a
sensible choi ce. \A./e had no serviceable
blind flying instruments, but the sun gave
us a reference- for the moment. We could
try to cli mb back up out of the murk and
hope to find a field clear of the fog, or
we could put ou t a mayday on the rad io,
and hopefully get guided into Prestwick
- if w e had enough fuel left to get there.
The situati on was not good.
At 300ft, I turned left on to what I hoped
was the base leg. Still nothing visibl e. At
200ft, I closed the carb heat and was just
moving my hand to the throttl e, when
I caught sight of sunligh t gl inting on the
w ings of th e gl iders at the launchpoint. I
rap idl y turn ed on to the approach, cut the
engine and landed well into the field, by

the hangar. As we pushed the Falke off the
ru nway, we cou ld see head lights of ca rs
towing gliders back from the launchpoi nt.
To this day, I am still amazed at the
speed Jt w hi ch the conditions deteriorated.
In less th an ten minutes, the wea th er had
changed from a clear, sunny and warm
evening to a th ick, cold fog. Evidently,
the temperature of the saturated air had at
that moment finally dropped below the
dewpoint. lt just goes to show that the
weather ca n spring traps on you on even
the most beautiful clays!
}onathan Mills writes on the perils of
winter flyins: This real-life exrericnce
reminds us oi one possible hazard as the
season draws in. To stop yourself getting
caught out:
• If the canopy mists uncontroll ably don't launch
• Rain on the wings - don't lau nch
• Low sun rnay dazzle, hut still look out
for other aircraft, especial ly in the circu it
• Have an escape p lan - for sudden
orographic cloud descent or gaps closi ng
• Don't enjoy the sunset whilst high in
wave- it's probab ly night on the ground
For more in form ati on on these hazards,
eh t to your loca l friendly instructor. Fly
within your experience and capabilities.
Sailplane & Gliding

BGA Badges

Accident/incident summaries

No.

Pilot

by Dave Wright
AIRCRAFT
Rei Type

DATE
BGA No

Damage

Time

Place

PILOT(S)
Age

Injury

P1 Hours

49

Not Known 8198
Substanlial
16-May-01
Ocana. Spain 39
None
2260
1730
This accidenl occurred in Spain during a competition final glide. Alter hitting heavy sink the pilei selected a long inlo-wind lield.
While landing the glider's left wing dropped and caught in the short crop and caused a groundloop that cracked the fuselage.
50

Lak-17

51

Slingsby

4703

Minor

12-May-01
Husbands
42
None
679
1609
Bosworth
On his first flight on this type the experienced pilot returned to the airfield to find the circuit and landing area congested.
Concentrating on the restricted landing area available he selected landing flap and opened the brakes. As he went to round
out he realised his srnk rate was too high and speed too low. A heavy landing followed.
1144
Minor
20-May-01
Connel
None
None
T-21 B
Just pnor to cable release on a winch launch a section of fabric, approximately 15 inches wide. was torn from the underside
of the right wing.
52

SZD 30 Pirat 2141

None

06-May-01

Up wood

53

None

During a wtnch launch at about 1,000ft. in gusty conditions. the cable broke and at the same time the airbrakes shot open.
The pilot caught the lever before it reached full travel but found the left brakes stayed fully open- later found to be due to the
fUlcrum lark shattering_ The pilot made a sale landing in an adjacent lield.
53

SZD 30 Piral 1413

06-May-01
None
100
Strathallen
22
1400
Tile pilot was attempting to land out in a suttable field. Late in the circuit he encountered lift and tried to soar it bui ran into
sink and could not reach his field. Choosing another, he did not have enough height la clear the fence . which he hit a glancing
blow that pitched the glider onto its nose and left wing. breaking the fuselage and wing_
Substantial

54
K-18
None
-May-0 1
Incident Rpi 40
None
2.3
After lour good check flights in Ihe crosswind conditions the early solo pilot was briefed to tly solo. He made a normal circuit
and landed 1n a similar place to his check flights. The ground run took him too close to a copse of frees and the glider weathercooked Into wind and down a slope and rolled slowly into lhe trees.
22-May-01
Camp hill
33
None
1.25
1545
After a satisfactory check llightthe early solo pilot flew a normal he1ght circuit but. mistakenly thinking he was loo high.
eXIended his circuit and turned outlrom the airfield. Caught 1n curtover he had to make a field landing in the valley. He made
a hurned circuit and landed fast and long. groundlooping into the far wall.
55

K-18

2245

Substantial

K-21

13-May-0 1
Bicester
23
Minor
1125
This was the early solo pilot's lhlfd solo flight on a busy flying day at the large airfield. As the normal landing area was
congested the pilot decided to land on the far s1de ollhe field. After turning finals at the same point and height used for
previous landings, 3/4 brake was selected and the glider undershot into trees with open brakes.
3679

Substanlial

0.87

57
K-13
Minor
-May-01
Incident Apt
None
This ground handling incident occurred when the tow car started moving before the wing tip holder and walker by the cockpit
were both ready. As ihe glider swung around the canopy hit the walker's side and was cracked.
15
04-May-Ot
70
Lash am
Minor
1215
The inexp rienced pilot made a flight in strengthening wind and using an unfamiliar runway. Despite this he d id not request a
bnefing and. returning to the Circuit alter a soaring flight. misjudged the effect of the headwind. Finally realising he would not
reach the runway he stalled it into a ploughed field.

58

K-13

2191

Minor

59
K-21
Minor
-Jun-0 1
Incident Rpt
None
The glider was being towed back to lhe hangar with one person on the right wing and two on th e tractor. As they approached
the hangar, still under tow. one cl the people on the tractor noticed that the left wing tip was about 10 hit an open container
door. The trac10r stopped but they could not stop the glider before it hit I he door.

60

Stemme S-1 OG-STEN
Minor
06-Jun-01
Lasham
63
None
490
76
None
motorglider
1530
After a normal. engine-off landing the motorglider veered to the left. This was corrected with rudder and as the glider stopped
the alfcrall felt as if it had a flat tyre. Upon inspection it was found that the left undercarriage trail ing-link carrying the stub axle
had fractured near the front bracket.
61

K-13

4851

Write-off

23-May-01
Parham
66
Minor
199
0
1545
55
Minor
TI11s acc1dent occurred when P 1 found he had drilled downwind of the airfield and flew back with insufficient height to reach it.
The glider htl trees some half a m1te from ihe airf1eld and crashed inverted 10 the ground.

62

K-21
4555
Minor
23-May-Ot
Bicester
68
None
420
1440
28
None
30
PI pulled a practice cable brake at about 15011 expecting P2 to turn 90' tell and land c rosswind However P2 did not think
!here was enough room and decided to land in the overshoot field ahead. P 1 said he did not want to land there and P2 reacted
by turning right. Committed to a very low I SO· and a downwind landing. Pt made a heavy arrival.
63

K-21

None

-May-01

Incident Rpt

64

None
1550
None
0
W1lh bad weather approaching. P t decided to terminate the hill soaring llight and return to the airtield. Noting that a number
of gliders had landed long on the runway and were being retrieved. he decided to land short. However. wr ite crossing the
boundary the right wing clipped a tall bush. The glider then landed normally.
64
Astir CS77
None
-Apr-01
Incident Apt 42
None
500
During the winch launch on ihe first of a pair of cables the second one. which had not been pulled completely clear. caught on
the glider's loose, non-standard tailskid plate. After the glider reached a safe height the winch driver cut both cables. With \. _
liffle pitch control the pilot made an "arrival" in an oilseed rape field and stopped in 30ft.
~
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Dale

DIAMOND BADGE
Robert Woodhams Portsmouth N (Benalla)
60 1
London (Omarama)
602
Edward Cotes
603
Nick Norman
Cairngorm (Feshie)
604
David Reilfy
DSGC (Ontur)
Peter Brown
Bicester(Lusse)
605

11 /01101
24102101
07/05/01
13/06/01
05/07/01

Diamond distance
Nick Norman
t-856
David Reilly
1-857
Paul Mason
1-858
Peter Brown
1-859
1-860
Richard Starey

07/05/01
13/06/01
04/07/01
05107101
29/06/01

Cairngorm (Feshie)
DSGC (Ontur)
Clevelands (Lusse)
Bicester(Lusse)
ESC (Ontur)

Diamond goal
2-2782 Paul Cox
- (Tocumwal)
06/0t/01
2-2783 Phyllis Neighbour DLGC (Fuentemilanos) 01 /0 7/01
Diamond height
3-1533 Tess Whiting
3-1534 John Whiling
3-1535 Fran Knowles
3-1536 Charles Presser
3-1537 Edward Cotes

Shenington (Cerdanya)
Shenington (Cerdanya)
Deeside
Clevelands (Omarama)
London (Omarama)

GOLD BADGE
2171
Stephen Thompsonlasham (Vinon)
2172
Charles Cooper Backer (Minden)
2173
Edward Cotes
London (Omarama)
2 174
Jonathan May
Yorkshire
2175
Edward Foxon
Lasham (Ontur)
2176
Andrew James
South Wales
2177
Ronald Hale
Portsmouth N (Bicester)
2178
Nicholas Smith
Halton (Bicester)
2179
Matthew Sheahan Lasham (Ontur)
2180
Peter Belcher
Cambridge (Ontur)
Gold height
Ray Bickerton
Charles Cooper
Edward Cotes
Edward Foxon

10104/0t
10/04/0t
03/05/01
24/02/01
24102/01

28104101
24/02/01
24102/01
29/05101
03106101
28105101
22106101
22106101
22106/0t
22106/0t

Matthew Sheahan
Peter Belcher
Mart< Stobo

04104101
Backer (M1nden)
Beaker (Minden)
24102/01
London (Omarama)
24102/01
Lasham (Ontur)
03/06/01
South Wales
28/05/01
Lasham (Ontur)
2210610 1
22/06101
Cambridge (Ontur)
Northumbria (Cerdanya) 3010310 t

Gold dlslance
Stephen Thompson
Paul Cox
Simon Edwards
Ronald Hale
Nicholas Smith

Lasham (Vinon)
- (Tocumwal)
London (Bidlord)
Portsmouth N (Bicester)
Hallon (Bicester)

Andrew James
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Club (place of flight,
if nor at the home club)

28104101
06/0 1101
13/0610 t
2210610 t
22106!01

BADGE
Herben Desmond Bannerdown
Lasham
Terence Flail
Gerald English
Lasham
Christopher SchurrLasham
Alex Maitland
Angus
Pauline Morant
Lasham
Fulmar
Mark Brown
Norfolk
Andrew Smith
Tracey Ward
Lasham
Martin Hayden
London
Lash am
Peter Roberts
lan Banham
Lasham
Bruce Walker
Southdown
Arthur Docheny
Cranwell
Otiver Peters
Bicester
Southdown
Martin Smith
Michael Makin
London
Barry Meech
Nene Valley
Anlhony Kendall Welds
Simon Tomlinson The Soaring Centre
Graham Foster
Southdown
Mark Counney
Devon & Somerset
Cotin Cownden
Cambridge
Stephen W1ltiams Beaker
Dorset
David Ptercy
Stephen Johnson Lakes
Paul Browne
Cambridge

OSiOS/01
03/06/01
03/06/01
03/06/01
10/06/01
31 /05101
07105/0 1
30105101
09/06/0 1
13/04!01
03/06/0 1
05/05/01
09106/01
24106101
22/06/01
11 /06/0 1
24/06/0 1
24106101
14'07/0t
21 106/01
22106/01
19/05101
15107101
16/07101
23!07!01
16/07101
26/07/01

UK CROSs-COUNTRY DIPLOMA
Pts1&2 Gerald English
Surrey & Hants
Tony Walhberg
Portsmouth Naval
P12
Southdown
Ptl
Bruce Walker
Southdown
Pl1
Martin Smith
P11
Graham Foster
Southdown
Pt1
Simon Tomlinson The Soaring Centre

22106/00
21 /06100
09/06/0 t
22/06101
22106/01
?.0106101

SILVER
10877
10878
10879
10880
10881
10882
10883
10884
10885
10886
10887
10888
10889
10890
10891
10892
10893
10894
10895
10896
10897
10898
10899
10900
10901
10902
10903
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The Motor Glider Club
oj(et:·

SLMG Courses
RT Courses • PPL courses
Rates
Motor Glider
C150/ 2
Cherokee from

Dual

/lire

£55ph
£45ph
from £70ph
£78ph

HINTON IN THE HEDGES AIFIELD
Tel: 01295 812775
111 Associutio u with

I=ILar~

THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE

p~

Increase your airtime
The best of Ridge Soaring from
Sout·herl.y through to North Easterly

Scotland's Premier Training Site
Training Courses for 2001
May to October
Calllrene on 01592 840543
The ScoHish Gliding Centre
Portmoak Airfield, Scotlandwell KY13 9JJ
Web hHp://www.scottishglidingcentre.co.uk
email: office@portmoak.force9.eo.uk

Tel. 01865 370814

THE IDEAL MOTORGLIDER
FOR TRAINING, SOARING,
CRUISING AND AEROTOW

Scratch the Ridge with confidence
Large Airfield at the base of the hill

Clubhou$e accommodation , ca ravan and camping space

c..-r~

SF 25C Rotax-Falke

SCHEIBE-FLUGZEUGBAU
GMBH
0-85221 Oad1au , Au~usr- l'f:li rz-~lr 23
Tel : 004'1 Hl l -72083 m -7208-i • Fax: -7369H5

UK Contact: Peter Serge Fink
Tel: 01293 885147 • Fax: 01293 873214

ROYAL DEESIDE
WAVE GLIDING SPECIAL
at the

Loch Kinord Hotel

***
t; . ~s.

04.)90'
WOOZ"
';,\.699'

~j7'

Onlr 1.5 miles

COMPUTER LOGKEEPING

* LogStar GC *

Gavin Wills' M ountain
Soaring School

Buy or Lease according to
Your Annual Launches
Contact us or see web for details

OMARAMA

Offering comfortahle accommodation, good food,
Real Aks and a fin<: >electi on o f Malt Whi>ky to
enjoy beside real log fires. ( Oail'y rates availab k )

£25 Free demos on web
Pay by Credit Card Tel: 01329 221992

F£JR111ER GROUP DISCOUNTS FOR PARTIES 10+

Web: www.turnpike-technics.co.uk
Email: Sales@turnpike-technics.co.uk

The world's b sr moLmtain
and wave flying
tiom Octob r through M arch

from tile DEESIDE GUD-

IXG CLUB

7 NIGHI'S BED find BREAKFASTfrom £1 JOpp

Telephone 013398 85229
www.lociJkinord.com

* Personal Logbooks *

73 Old Turnpike, Fareham, Hants. UK P016 7HF
Also available from Nevynn International 01623 634437

Glider pilot for 35+ years
40+ years insurance
experience
Telephone/tax/write to :

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS
27 High Street, Long Sutton
Spalding, Lines PE12 908
Tel: 01406 362462
Fax: 01406 362124
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www.GiideOmarama.com

Oxfordshire Sportflying Club
The Premier
Motor-gliding School

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT
INSURANCE?
Contact:
Tony Fidler

New Zealand

Shenington Gliding Club offers Indiv idual Tuition
with Bruno Brown. Specialising in:

CONFIDENCE BUILDING COURSES
INSTRUCTOR WORK UP TRAINING
GROUND STUDIES IN ALL GLIDING ASPECTS

* Intensive Cou rses, or by the hour for
Self Launching Motor Glider PP L
* Bronze C Cross Country Endorsement and
field landing checks
* BGA SLMG Instructor Courses

All co urses w ill be tailored to your own requirements
but will include:
.I STALL APPRECIATION AND SPIN AWARENESS
.I LAUNCH FAILURE RECOVERY TRAINING
.I UNDERSTANDING THE DANGERS OF LOW FLYING

"SAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE" IS GOOD

SAFETY THROUGH UNDERSTANDING IS BETTER
Talk to Bruno on

01295 258700
e-mail: brunobrown@tesco.net

* Ab initio training
* Trial lessons
* Lessons from £57
per hour
* Rrr Examination Centre
For details call on 01608 677208
Open seven days a week
www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk

Sailplane & Gliding

just released the all new

Classifieds
Please send the text of your advert, and your
payment, to Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not
to the editor).
Please remember that, if you are em ailing text.
your advert may not appear unless we have
received payment by the deadline
The deadline for classifieds to be included in
the December 2001-January 2002 issue of S&G
is November 2 after which any adverts received
will be published in the following issue.
Text: 80piword. minimum twenty words (£16).
Black and white photographs: £6 extra
Box number: £3 extra. All prices include VAT.

SFSpcngversion 4.o

London Gliding Club

the Gliding Simulator
designed by glider pilots
• aids early training • ICAO charts , ~~~

2 Course Instructors
& Resident Tug Pilot

• improved graphics • 2-seater
~~· ~
• multiple types
• supports force ,..:A~"
• ballast
feedback
~- '1>'• competition tasks • satellite derived
• realistic weather
landscapes
• winch and aerotow• Win95/98/ME/2000

GlidingShop 01244 332766
www. g Iidingshop. com

requtres

for

2002 Season
Contact Andy Roch on 01582
663419
Email: Andrew.Roch@ukgateway.net

FOR SALE
MOTORGLIDER BRASOV IS28. 420 TTSN ,
ColA 2003, VP Prop, Retract Gear, Flaps,
Spoilers, Spares, Manuals, Covers. Splendid
condition. Located Oxford . £17 500. Tel : 01242
672494
DG300 In immaculate condition with 1300hrs &
1700 launches. Complete with one years ColA,
winglels, std instruments, 720 radio , Garmin 89
and EW logger. Thomas parachute, one-man
tow out kit, Schofield trailer. £21 500 or any reasonable offer. Contact Steve Walker Tel: 01526
344603 or 07890 799228
NIMBUS 3 with many extras. Metal trailer,
instruments, oxygen, towing out gear etc. £28
000 ono can be seen at Denbigh A/F. D.B.
James, Cefn Coch Conwy Tel: 01492 585130
SZD 55.1 complete outfit with less than 500
hours. AMF trailer plus GPS and EW logger.
Peschges VP4HE vario. Seeker AR4'201 radio .
Parachute and other items and spares. Fly a
glider with flapped performance but without the
flaps. Tel : 01452 724672 or fax 01452 72 1726
for full detairs.

Sky1Nings
IS the official monthly magazine of the
British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association.
£27 per annum subscriptions from
BHPA. The Old Schoolroom. Loughborough Road.
Leicester. England LE4 5PJ. Tel: 0116 2611322
hflp:litest.ebrd.com/skywingslhome.hlml

----TOWBARS TO TRUST

EC Type Approved bo~ U5oe o il car manufacturers fiM1ng poinh
Fitting does not affect the vehicle war-ranty
e lifetime guorcmtee under the Witter Shield of Safety
Sco Ydlow Pages far your neoreSt $peciol ist fiMcr or :s.tocki:>t.
Wt11ER TOWBARS, CHESTER CH 1 3LL
Tal 01244
Web: ''"'•'•"w.witlt.v·towbor$,CO.uk

•

NUMBUS 2C. Complete outfit in excellent condition. Glider recently refinished. Alu minium
trailer. Contact Paul on 01772 697599 or Darren
on 01257 249334

e

40.58oo •

ASW 24wl - Winne r 2001 Women 's Wo rlds.
Hull and Komet trailer £25 000. Complete kit
including LNav, Schuemann, Bohli, NH,
Oxygen £32 000. Sarah.harland@care4free.net
Tei:07905 240551

GLIDING OPPORTUNITIES IN SPAIN
DISCUS B (winglets) with Towing-Car available for
rental, gives you the opportunity to fly over and fly
from any centre.
CROSS-COUNTRY TRAINING and Familiarisation
Flights with Nimbus 4DM
For full information contact : condor@grn .es

ICOM BATTERIES
Reconditio11ed Exchange
:--:; D GOOm:\h (4.). :--.ii:\·111 IOOOmAh up~r.:tde ,, -'i.
Alsu Ddcom , Ni I . UG.
Td !i l352 ..37·in.1 tm

d~t;.lll...

;r

E• m:\t'

I {\1\'...@in llt9rJ.fn•(;,c'n c to ..u k
Uu~J- H n~hl:':,

.. ><.4fxln:.: ,\ l)·nd. G'' nytnrntJ,
\·IO U) , Fltnblt it c n f7 I \IJ

- ?'--~

/~~

Cotswold
Gliders
http://www.cotswoldgliders.co.uk
HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN
Carbon, kevlar and glassfibre, wood and metal. Alloy airframe repairs a speciality.
All types of repair work undertaken, from minor trailer rash to large insurance claim.
Kestrei/ Libelle rudder and aileron drive rebuilds, also NOT testing of rudder drive.
Motor glider engine approval. Machining facilities for wing pins, ax les, etc. Tig welding .

If you require any of the above services, please contact us on any of the following
Tel : Workshop 01993 779380 Fax 01993 779380
Email : office@cotswoldgliders.co.uk
Mobile No. 07944 885117

or The Old Dairy, High Cogges Farm, High Cogges, Witney, Oxon. OX29 6UN
October - November 2001

from fan McPhee, Australia
BOOM MIC (450mm x 11mm with strengthened base) inc pre

amp. Over 450 sold wortd\'lide. SAt 35 (39p=SA 1) delivered to UK

760 Ch TRANSCEIVER 57 mm mount over 1000 sold world\'lide- ask a happy UK user. Boom n11c harness & world del SAt 270
(approx £500) WYNI.byrongliding.com
Fax (nel'l) +61 2 6684 7942 ore-mail iankmcphe b1gpond.com
Tel +61 428 84 7 642 • PO Box 657 . Byron Bay, NSW. 2481 . Aust.

Lake Keepit Soaring Club
Our location on the border of the inland plains and
the Great Dividing Range produces some of Australia's
best year round gliding. Our friendly club atmosphere
and State Park setting will make your visit memorable.
Jim Stanley Phone +61 267697514 Fax +61 267697640
E-mail keepitsoaring@bigpond.com

www.users.bigpond.com/keepitsoaring
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One Person Assembly Dolly

INDEX TO ADVERTISERS

Knocks down Into 3 pieces, fits
1"'1"111...,;::::""-' 2x2ft opening. Standard dolly &
wingtray. $1145.00 Can. plus S&H.
I'IWW\\Imgdolly reach.nel.
PhOne Udo in Canada 613 475 4009 or by posl.
154 Ellzabelh SI., Brighlon. Onl. KOK1HO

ASH25E Fully instrumented and equipped you name it .... Immaculate new gel (2001 ).
Proven 1OOOk capability. Superb outfit. Sell or
might swap for scruffy 25 with build number
above 101 plus cash. Tel: 01440 785662 or
lynch.gw@virgin.net
SLINGSBY SWALLOW, 794 hrs . 1999
Schofield trailer (would take 15m glider) ,
stabiliser, galvanised chassis, 1999 SK94
parachute, barograph, spare skid, ideal first
glider outfit- rigs without trestles. £2500, based
Staffordshire viewing/inspection welcome. Tel :
01922 404545 / 07801 287598
PIK 208. Low hours, acrylic paint finish. Full
panel inc. Borgelt B50 Flight Director, T&S,
radio, camera's, barograph and Camp No.
Fibreglass trailer/tow-out gear. Offers around
£9250. Holroyd 01482 326666 (W) 01482
665861 (E)
SF27 Must go. 32-1 . An easy to rig fun glider
with performance. Cambridge vario, barograph ,
parachute. Metal trailer. ColA May 2002. £3000
the lot. Any offer will be considered. Tel: 01293
402908
LS4b 1994/5 One owner BGA Inspector. Low
hours. 1987 AMF trailer, parachute. Tow-out
gear, water ballast. Good basic instruments.
£22 000 Edwards 01223 262367
SZD 30 PI RAT Aluminium trailer, ColA January
2002. Very nice condition. £3500. Tel: 01562
637086 or 0775 9602405
FOURNIER RF5b 2 Seat Motor Glider 3 or 4
Shares available.£15 p.h ;£80 p.qtr Based at
Derby & Lanes Gliding Club. OR SALE of Glider
and Hanger as a complete outfit. Full details
from Darrell 01246276445 or Norman
01433620932
KESTREL 19 Full Panel , Garmin 12XL,
Parachute, EW Barograph, Glass Fibre Trailer
£10,500 ONO Contact Phi I on 01761
453275(H) or phil_hogarth@hotmailcom
66
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Baltic Sailplanes

40

Benalla GC

15

Bristol & Glos GC

32
6, 58

Bruno Brown

ASTIR CS. Good condition with weather tight
metal trailer. GPS , M-NAV and 720 radio. Tow
out gear. £7750 Tel: 01794 301011

ASW 24. Camp No. 524. Excellent condition.
780 hrs. basic instruments, AMF trailer. One
owner from new £.26 500 ono. Tel : 01422
845436

54

Anthony Fidler

British Gliding Association

OGAR SZD-45A MOTOR GLIDER, 950 Hrs
TT. ColA 06/2003. King radio and transponder,
economical, side by side seating £12 500 or
may consider group. Based Seighford, Staffs.
Tel : Bob Frazer 01270 587616 (Work) 01270
764754 (Home).

LS7 WL 1990. 850 hrs. Immaculate, full panel,
GPS Ill, Horizon , Bohli, Dittel, water, tow-out,
parachute, covers. Cobra - always hangared.
£21 950 to sell. Tel : 01872 530880

Airborne Composites

Wells Design ltd 01608 685790
PIPER SUPER CUB, 160hp or BELLANCA
SCOUT, 180hp, quiet prop. Both with recent 3yr
ColA's, good condition, ready to tow. Further
information from peter-redshaw@msn.com or
tei.01229586336
LSS-18 as new condition, 2 1/2 years old, low
hours. Complete with Cobra trailer, full panel,
tow out gear, wing covers etc. Contact Ran
Bridges 01280 701103 or 01908 453817
KESTREL 19 excellent condition. Full Camp
panel incl. GPS linked to moving map & EW
barograph . lcom 720, slim parachute, water ballast, canopy cover and tow out gear.
Refurbished twin axle trailer. ColA May 2002.
£10 500 Tel· 07802 300816
DG300 1400 hrs. 700 launches. Complete outfit. Very good condition. £19 500. Alan Garfield
Tei!Fax : 0208 445 5513
ASW 15B (1973) excellent condition, full panel,
EW, oxygen and parachute. One man tow gear.
Fibreglass trailer. Tremendous value at £8,750
ono. view Dunstable, call Caroline 01296
668572
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Cair Aviation

52

Cambridge GC

60

Cambridge Instruments

10

Chris Croucamp

60

Clacton Aero Club

60

Confurn

60

Cotswold Gliders

65

Ernst Specht

40

Flighlmap Soflware

17

Gariep Dam

60

Glidingshop

65

Hill Avialion

46

Hinton Avia lion

54

Jaxida Covers

54

Joint Aviation Services

33

Lasham Gliding Society

50

Loch Kinord

64

London GC

58,65

Manby Avialion

65

Marsh

15

McLean Avialion

10

Midland GC

46

North Yorkshire Sailplanes

14

Omarama

64

Oxfordshire Sportflying

64

Ozee

9

Pilot Flight Training

64

Platypus Papers

32

Polish Mountain Flying School
R D Aviation

60

inside back cover

Rematic

32

Roger Targett

54

Roger Threlfall

60

Russia Sailplanes and CP West Ltd

58

S&G subscriptions

14

DG400 1983. ColA to 2004. L-Nav, LX400GPS ,
AH , radio , oxygen, barograph , parachute.
Cobra trailer with tow out gear. £35 000.
Possibly syndicate at Lasham . Tel : 01256
467400

Scheibe F alke

64

Sky Systems

60

K13 New ColA, Recovered wings & tailplane.
Excellent instrument panels including X1 O's.
New skid, recent unblemished canopy. £10 950 .
Tel : 01793 790160 or 771699

Skycra ft Services

33

MISCELLANEOUS
www.denbighglidingclub.welshnet.co.uk
offers personal tuition with John Oxley Dean.
Open 7 days. Tel : 01745 816617

WANTED
Canopy frame for Ka8, ASK13 and ASK18 in
fair condition. Phone home 01275 854151 or
Club (Mendip, Somerset) on 01749 870312

Scotlish Gliding Centre

64

Severn Valley Sailplanes

54

Shenington GC

33

Southdown Aero Services
Southern Sailplanes

inside front cover
outside back cover

Stemme Molorgliders

32

Stormbyrd

54

TaskNav

14

Thomas Sport Equipment

40

TL Clowes/Cumulus

11

Turnpike Technics

64

Wells Design

66

Wingdolly

66

York GC

40

Yorkshire GC

so

Zulu Glasstek

46

Sailplane & Gliding

Visit us at:

PRICE CHECK
GPS
All prices Include VAT
0

GPSI 2 £145
GPSilXl £205
11 Plus £199
Ill Plus Ll5 5
Colour Street Pilot £7 15
GPS Etrex £119
GPS Etrex Summit £229
Etrex VIsta Delux £369
GPS Em~p lnt nt 9
GPS Emap Del uxc lnt Ll49
GPS9l Ll39
GPSI95 £699
GPS Ill Pllot £455
GPS l9 5 £1 119

Tr

"

r

lcom IC-Al E £319
lcom IC-AllE £349
Ieo m IC-AI I 0 £519

Microair 760 VHF
Transceiver
Built by pilots, for pilots, the Microair

760 offer.;. l\11 the features of larger and
more exp e nsive panel · mount
transceivers in a package that is both
more compact and more economical
than you might expect! Des igned to fit

Into a standard 21/4" (57mm)
instrument cut - out and only 6. ?in
( 170mm) deep with connector, this is
the radio for even the most snug cockpit
and its particularly low power
consumpt ion makes it suitable even for
aircraft with a limited electrical system.
The two line bac.k-lit display shows the

active and standby frequency (with a
flip-flop changeover), there are 25
memory channels - one of which can

be designated as a priority channel,
selected With a single button press and a two place intercom capabiliry with
side tone. The LED alert light haS; four
modes, including a solid red display
during transmit, changing to a bli n king
red to Indicate a possible stuck open
mic 1f a transmission lasts longer than
40 seconds. All these features 3nd more
point to a sophisticated and user-friendly
radio that sets n e w standards for
inexpensive panel-rnount transceivers.

• 118.000- 136.975 MHz with
25kHz spacing
Flip-nop frequency selection
• 25 pilot programmable memory
channels
• 12 watts PEP, power consumption

typically 87mA on receive
• CAA approved, FM immunity

compliant

• Weighs just 14oz (400g)
• 12 month warranty

MICROAIR760
£659.00 lnc.VAT

Slingsby Sailplanes
Martin Simons
A comprehensive history
describing every Slingsby sailplane
and glider design from the 1931
British Falcon to the Vega. The
illuminating text is backed up with
extensive photographs and
drawings from the original
workshop plans. Thanks to a bulk
purchase by AFE this tribute to
Britain's main, and often only,
manufacturer of gliders and
sailplanes is now available at a
special price while stocks last.

SLJNGSBYSAIL
£J_9;9'S £14.95

nil VAT

save £25!

GARMAX GPS Software
A cost-effective moving-map
display for non-aviation Garmin
GPS units, includes UK
competition airspace, class B
gliding areas, prohibited zones
and other selected airspace and
turning point lists. The turning
points can be defined by the
user and airspace updates are
available. Suitable for Gar·min
12, 12XL, 11 plus and Ill plus.
Requires PC cable.

HangSim Simulator
A flight simulator dedicated to the
lighter end of nying' There are no
heavy-metal machines here, but
instead a choice of 12 hang gliders,
paragliders, microlights or sailplanes
and gliders. With a wide range of
scenery and tasks this is the night
simulator for those pilots who want
to get as close as possible to pure
flight with variable weather (including
mountain and valley effects) night
analysis, and a range of training, free
flight and competition modes.
Minimum system requirements:
Windows 95/98, 64MB RAM,
Pentium 166, video card, 250MB
free hard disk space and joystick.

HANGSIM £34.99
inc.VAT

GARMAX
£66d9' £44.95 lnc.VAT
The UK Aeronautical Information Manual
(UKAIM)
The source documentation for the UK

AI M (the Air Navigation
Order, the Aeronautical
Information Publication
Aeronautical
Information Circulars) cost

up to £700 a year to
purchase
mainta_in.

and

nU V AT

Now every pilot can have instant access to the information they need to ny safely and legally, and
Jnstead of retying on the 'dub expert' or wcll-inte ntioned 'this is what I do ' advice, pilots c.an check
for the mselves and protect themselves. Compiled solely from official sources. the UK Aeronautical
lnforrnation Manu al condenses thousands of page s of aeronautical informat ion into a 540 page softback
book compact enough to fit anto any Hight bag. To be republished annu<~lty, this will be th e 'pilot's bible'
that no aviator will feel safe without.

Call for your FREE
Summer Supplement
catalogue

UK 15m Nationals
Posn.

A/C
Kl

1st

2nd 110

Jrd DW
4th n1
5th 02
6th 12.
7th 370
8th Z3
9th 83

Ventu1~2

Pilot
AKay

Ventus-2 S Jones
Ventus-2 OWatt
lS6A
Discu1~2

EJohnston
HJones
TScott
DCampbell
RCheethom
8 lhirkell
KNicholson
NTilleH

Points
3185
3163
3159
3020
2925
2871
2865
2849
2841
2831

Posn. A/C
1st 80
2nd 57
3rd LSB
4th KM
5th Xl
6th H2
7th LBB
8th 83
9th C64

2m

1Ith
12th
13th
14th
15th
foth
17th

ASW27
ASW27B
ASW27B
LSB
LSB
ASW27B
ASW28
LS8

R!1ood

lS8

B Morri5

Hl

LS6

Dlnnes

Z-41

LS6C

A Hall

ASW27
ASW278

C Lyttleton

1860

M~ke

lS6

DMasson
_,

1829
1624
266

lOth

SK1

11th
12th

TA

13th

352

PS

za

14th
15th
16th

Glider

UK Standard Class Nationals

17th Cl
18th• R6
11th lS6
20th 301

LSB

2630
2465
2441 ll
2187
1867

P Brice

JR

lOth

18th

Glider
Ditcus-2

ADovis

LSB

MYoung
DAlii son

LS8

LSB
l58
LS8
LS8
LS8
LS8

W7

ASW28

07

LS8o

o.i

lSB

Dl

LS8

Z8

LSB
LS7

952
42
230
04

18th R3
18th 310

Pilot

LS8

Di$CUS
LSB
I.SB
I.SB

Points
2922
2874
2499

24.41
G Stingemore 2415
P Harvey
2408
PCoward
2397
s Thirkell
2388
PCrabb
2323
EJohnston
2249
BMarsh
2179
P Jeffery
2162
p -she_L~n
2132
BMonis
2123
2115
M Durham
G Smith
2113
NWall
2109
DWestwood 2107
Ddtappell
2107
PMas~
2107
K Barker
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