


BGA Sporting Conference 2008 
Awards Ceremony & Dinner 

Morning 

Hellidon Lakes Hotel & Country Club, Daventry 
Saturday 8 March 2008 

Conference opens: 10:30 Closes 18:00 

• "Scottish Wave" 
Join John Williams as we hear about his stunning 2007 Scottish wave exploits. 

• "Psychology - is gliding a mind game?" 
Pete Harvey on the psychological factors in improving your flying -from club outing to competitions 

• "The electronic cockpit" 
A general overview of the current status of PDAs, flight directors, transponders, GPS, Mode S, etc
including connectivity, performance, benefits, pros and cons and managin9' the power to keep it all 
running. 

• "BGA Q&A" 
Pete Stratten hosts a Q&A session on licensing and operations, Mode S, and other factors changing 
our flying environment. 

Afternoon 
• Annual General Meeting of the BGA 

• Exhibition Walkabout 
Take a walk around the stands, view the latest gad9ets or take a look at the gliders on display. The 
new BGA Flight Simulator will also be on display . 

• Soaring the Exotic 
Exotic places YOU can go to glide. Inspirational insight into places that are actually accessible to 
'Joe pilot'. What's involved and how easy it is. 

• The Need for Speed 

Evening 

Our guest speaker James Allison of Renault F1 on setting up complex, carbon fibre based, 
aerodynamic racing machines without the 18m wing span 

• Annual Awards Ceremony and Dinner 

• Music and Casino Entertainment 
Have a flutter with your BGA bucks, or 9rab a partner and boogie the night away 

Lunch (pre-booking required) - £15.50 for buffet, £6.50 for rolls/sandwiches. 

Dinner £28.50pp (or £19.99 for ages 25 and under) 

For more information, visit www.gliding.co.uk, phone 0116 253 1051 , or email office@gliding.co.uk 
Accommodation bookings, contact Hellidon Lakes Hotel: Tel: 01327 262550, Fax: 01327 262559. 

http://www.marstonhotels.com/hotels/hellidon-lakes-daventry-northamptonshire/ 

http://WWW.marstonhotels.com/hotels/hellidon-lakes-daventry-northamptonshirel
mailto:office@gliding.co.uk
http:www.gliding.co.uk
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<t Bnllsh GIIOIP9 AsS<lCiiltiOn 2008 
All rlghls resetved. Vlf!N<S axpr ea here•n are not 
neces~arlly those of t\le AssoaiaUon nor the Editor 

"Better than shopp1ng.l" is John Williams's verdict on 
this scenic wave flight the day before Christmas Eve. 
But you don't have to win the RAeC Britannia Trophy 
(p7) to enjoy ridge and wave lift; pre- and early solo 
pilots can benefit, too. See Beginners' Corner on p28 

18 Two views of Flarm 

A decision is expected shortly 
on the allocation of a U K rad io 
frequency for the Flarm 
anti-col lision system. Two UK 
clubs that h,we been trialling it 
report on their experiences 

The BGA's new simulator 

Roddy Maddocks reviews the 
Mark 11 version of the BGA's 
very popular soaring simulator 
while Keith Auchterlonie offers 
some tips and hints on getting 
the most out of it 

The delights of hill sites 

If you're getting frustrated by short 
winter flight times, why not go 
somewhere that has its very own 
lift source? John Marsh explains 
ridge-running and wave soaring 
for the benefit of beginners 

Conversing with nature 

Pete Harvey reports on the FAI 
World GP Glid ing Championship 
in New Zealand in December, 
where he ;md Steve )ones were 
representing Great Britain 

Beyond the casual list 

Phil Newman updates us on 
what's worked - and what needs 
refining- in one team's business-
minded, member-led approach to 
helping pilots progress in winter 

Member of the 
Royal Aero Club 

and lhe 
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WHO on earth would do this to a beautiful sailplane? 

EB28 "13" that featured on the cover of the October

November S&G, and in the last issue too, was stolen 

in its trailer from its home airfield late last year. The 

entire front cockpit and engine were removed and 

what remained was dumped in a layby (see above). 

The BGA comments: "This recent theft and damage 

should serve as a reminder that. unfortunately, our 

aircraft are not immune to risk from third parties whilst 

on the ground . Glider owners and all club members 

are advised to take all necessary steps to secure the 

safety of gliders and trailers and to remain vigilant to 

any suspicious activities on and around the airfield." 

A website at http:llwww.genesys.net/eb28stolenlhas 

details of what missing parts and instruments to look 

out for and anyone w1th any information about the 

crime 1s urged to contact StephenRLynn @aol.com. 

THE CAA has added an interactive R!T quiz to the 

Airspace Safety Initiative website. You can try it at 

www.airspacesafety. cam/content/news. asp 

THE BGA Treasurer is looking for some assistance 

with streamlining central accounting processes. If 

there is a volunteer with an accountancy background, 

practical knowledge of accounting software, and who 

lives within a reasonable distance of the Leicester 

office (not vital), who would be prepared to give 

advice on this specific issue and a small amount of 

hands-on time, please email johnbirch@furneux.com 

THE CAA is reminding pilots that the law relating to 

alcohol and aviation applies to everybody involved in 

operating or controlling aircraft- not just to pilots. 

THE latest CAA GA Safety Information Leaflet is at 

wwwcaa.co.uk!docs/33/srg_gad_gasil4of2007.pdf 

and the latest Europe Air Sports newsletter is at 

www. europe-airsports. fai. org!node/357ltattachments 

THE winner of the BGA 1000 Club Lottery for 

November was· K. Brackstone (£27.00), with 

runners-up FJ Harding and F Strathern (£13.50) 

Book now to improve your racing skills 
THE women's development group ran three very 

successful weekends in 2006 and 2007, designed to 

help pilots move their cross-country and competition 

flying to the next level. 

The group is planning another event for early 2008 

with one major difference - having a Y chromosome 

will not disqualify you from participating! Although a 

number of places will be reserved for women, both 

genders are very welcome. 

All pilots, male or female, who have flown in a rated 

competition (regionals or nationals -but see also the 

last paragraph) and who want to improve their skills 

are invited to the competition development weekend 

at Sultan Bank on April 5-6. 

The weekend, run in conjunction with the BGA 

coaching operation. will offer a ground school and 

practical flying designed to improve your racing skills. 

This is a great opportunity to learn from current British 

team members, who will be supporting the event. 

If you want to hone your skills ready for the new 

competition season with BGA coaches and members 

of the British gliding team - the world's number one -

as well as, hopefully, enjoying some good flying in the 

process, contact Uz Sparrow (ebertoya@iee.org) to 

book. There are only 25 places available, so please 

book your place as soon as possible 

If you have not yet flown in a rated competition, but 

have this in your sights, please also get in touch. If is 

hoped to offer something for you too but, at the time 

of going to press, details have not been confirmed. 

Time to bid a fond farewell to your camera 
The Sporting Code for Gliders is revised every October 1. BGA Badge Officer Basil Fairston interprets the latest changes 

which will affect glider pilots seeking badges or records. 

AI Th<· following note appeared at the si<HI or last ye.1r's ed iti on: "NOTF - 1\1 llw IGC met·•ling 2004, il "'' " ch··c idecl 

that :It sum< ~ futurf' dJte vc rific1tion o( badge flights will r('quirt.' th e USl' of tt il ight recorder. Other rneJ ns oi 
verific.1tion sho\vn in this edition of th(' Sporti ng Code wil l no longe.r hu .lCtL.'j)lcd.'' Th is h a ~ ht!en changed in thi s 

year's <edition to : "NOTE - 11 is expc•Ci<•d 1h.11 ih<' ""' ol phulugr.rphic t>vidt:nct• lm flight vr riiic;rtion will not be 
Jllowed Jilcr .lOth September 200IJ." Tl1is implies th at whil e camer;,s will not he Jl lowccl for tu rnpoin l vcr il ication 

after next se~tson, barogruphs will lw ;1llowe::'d for ~ll l<'.l';t :1 ye;n IH-'yo nd th;1t for hE·ight rl~tim.:.; .:1nd st r,:.tight distanC<:-' 

iligh". This shouldn't :r110c1 many pilots, as I hilven 'l recei ved a b.1d g<' do im using photos ior the• whole oi 2007, bu t 

5t ill rPn~ivc ,1 fpw h<'ight cl;~ims ami Silver di.stanccs usi ng smok~cl harographs. Howeve"r it is proh,1b ly not tl good 

time to buy dncl install c.::trlH.:: rrl':l ,Htd d VVillLl'r LJ.:Hogra ph. 

B) The· ) ('cond ch.mge is rn.tinly of intf'rcst to rcco rrl hre;tkf'rS: 

"1.4.1 b. A SOARING PERFORMANCE m.1y lw cl.1i nwd lrorn any i light th ;ll meets the requirements or prool ior 1h.1t 

p0rionWliKE'. iJ\Uli 

"1.4.3 Free distance performances for records only 

The W>\Y I'OINr!SJ ol iree distonce r<:cord flighljX'rforrnJnccs may be dcc larcu pusl ilighi. Free distance C<>urscs 

""')'Ut' ci ,J irned in conjunction with ;1ny other ilighl mur;e IALHI 

"3.0.1 Records in any one flight 

1\ny record nr records mily he d1imed lor which the requ irements ;,re met. (;\LO)" 

l11is i~ ,, change from thP prl'vious 3 .0.2 that w,1 s introduced in 200.) : "An;' rPcord or n-~cords may lw !nob~n in any 

one flight ior which th e requ irements are mer, except that: 

.1. A speed record will ill' CNtific,r tcd ior the record di>tJn c imrnedi<Jidy less th.ln the ofli t ial rlist.lnCc oi the flight. 

h. \Vithin any singiP d Jss and/or catego ry, only onE-' dist zm ce dnd one speed record m.1y he cer tifi GIIPd for the· fli ght. 

iS<'<' .-\nnex C p~r;, 4.5. 1" 

So you can nnw ch im any re.-corrls for which your flight quillifies instF\1d of just on{-' spe~d record and one distance 

record. You c.1n lor example cl;um ,, dcc!J red clisl,lncc record .1ncl" slightly longer ir;•c disl,lncc record lrom the 

s.-1nw !light. Also J vcry f;,st S(!Okm trh ngle may allow you 10 clairn 500km tri ang le ,mrl any smaller triangle speed 

recnrds vvho~e .sp~ you exC<.'.e.d. 

REGIONAL SAFETY OFFICERS 
The BGA is seeking an additional 5 volunteer R~gional Safety Officers (RSO) to provide enhanced safety 
management support to dubs. The RSO role is key to ongoing BGA and individual member club safety man
agement and also provides a safety assurance function for the BGA as a whole. 

Prospective RSO should ideally have the capability and capacity to visit an allocation of between 5 and 6 
clubs on a rotational basis. They will also be Invited to sit on the BGA Safety Committee, and help to estab
lish BGA Safety 'Management System policy and direction 

Applicants for this voluntary role should apply in the fi rst instance to the Chairman BGA Safety Committee 
via the BGA Office. A short gliding CV outlining relevant experience should accompany the application, 
along with a suitable endorsement from either the applications club CFI or current RSO. 

BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION 
KIMBERLEY HOUSE, VAUGHAN WAY, LEICESTER LE1 4SE 

Tel: 0116 2531051 Fax: 0116 2515939 Email: office@gliding.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 

mailto:office@gliding.co.uk
www.europe-airsports.fai.org/nodeI357ltattachments
http:furneux.com
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Planning for a su,ccessful 2008 

ALL Executive Cornm illee members, BGA 
sub-committee chairmen or their deputies 
and most sen ior members of staff attend

eel J day-l ong meeting in 1'-'ovemher. The th rust 
f th e workshop was Plonning for 2008 and the 

bulk of the time was spent on ensu ring that th 
group has a good understanding of the broad 
range o f BGA JCti vi ti es ilnd that it has J clea r 
v iew nf w hil t the RGA needs to focus on in the 
coming ye<J r and the resources- available and 

requ ired - thJt are needed. 
First discussed were BGA working Jssumptions 

<Jnd budget, led by treasurer John Birch, one! 
rlan s and resources for the central c >re of the 
BGA, led by eh ief "xecu tiw IJ(: te StrJtten. 

Subcommittee <~ nrl w orking groups fo llowed, 
with inclivicluJ I ch~irs presenting J summary of 
current issues, prior ities, pio ns and resource 
requirements: 
- Airspace, Pete StrJ tten for Cm Withal I 
-- Communications & Market ing, MJril yn Hood 
- Competiti ons, Kusse ll Chcctham 
-Development, Di<Jna King!Ai ison Ram·ll e 
- Instructors, John GJrrett/Mike Fox for Don lrving 
- Regu latory, D~vicl Roberts 
- Safety, 1-lrian Penfn lrl 
- Techni c,l l, Howil rcl Torodc/Jim Hammerton 

Then a group d iscuss ion fil c ilit ated by John 
Birch and Rose loh nson took pi.:~ ·e, focusing on 
resour c r quir ' m nls and capac ity bui ldi ng, 
impli cJtions for BGA 2UOH objecti ves/prio rities 
and success ion pl iHllling. 

The balance of th!.' time w~s spent on making 
sure that the BGA is Jlso keeri ng a mall 
number of strJtegicJ II y important arPas in mi nd 
as it d livers its day-to-clay business . Tw main 
areas were di scuS>ed: 

A. Operations developments 
1. Airworthiness and MJintenance (Pet Straiten, 

Jim H ammerton and How<> rd Torodel- ongoing 
rega rding the transition and Part M requirements. 
2. Training System (M ike Fox) - in ant icipa tion of 

Chairman Patrick Naegefi (left) and Chief Executive Pete 

Straiten at the BGA :S planning day in November 2007 

fu ture European licensing activ ity. 
3. Inter perability (Patr ick Naegeli ) - focusing 
on the forth oming CAA lmpJ t Ass sment 
that the BGA is act ive ly engaged w ith. 
4 . General regulatory cleve lopmen (Oavicl 
Robert ) - ongoing nd future deve lopment 
ot EASA regulation affec ting gli ding. 

B. Youth gliding 
Pete H<Jrvey and Rose Johnson led as sion 
on developing , sustJinable strategy thJ t w ill 
faci litJ le youth gliding to the benefit o f mcmb r 
c lubs and membersh ip asp irations. 

Patri ck Naegeli lo ·cd the day hy sum marising 
the key point> i.lnd thanking all present fo r their 
ommitment to the 13Gt\- espec iall y the 

vo lunteers, who w ere giving up yet another 
w eekend in support ot the t\ssoc iation -and for 
thei r va lued pJr ti c ipation in whJt all agreed had 
been an informJtivc and useful workshop. 

Pete Straiten 
BGA Chief Executive 
pete@gfiding.co.uk 

Nationals, regionals and other useful dates 
The BGA Sporting and Governance Conferences 
and AGM are on Saturday, March 8. For details see 
p14 or the ad on the inside front cover. See you there! 

BGA-rated and International Competitions 

Eastern Regionals Tibenham 24/5- t /6/08 

Overseas Championship Ocana 26/5-6/6/08 

Bidford Regionals Bidtord 21 /6-29/6108 

Enterprise (not BGA mred) North Hill 5/7-1317/08 

Open Class Nationals Tibenham 517-13/7/08 

15-Metre Class Nationals Husbands Boswo rth 517-13/7/08 

Worlds (unflapped) Rlell 717-1917/08 

Booker Reg1onals Booker 19{1-2717/08 

Northern Regionals Sultan Bank 1917-27{1/08 

Bicester Aegionals Bicester 19{1-2717108 

Gransden Regionals Gransden Lodge 2/8-1 0/8108 

lnter·Services Regionals Honington 218- 1 0/8108 

Standard Class Nationals Lasham 218-1 0/8/08 

Febmary - March 2008 

20m (two-seal) Nationals Lasham 2/8-1 0/8/08 

Junior Nationals Nympsfield 218-1 0/8/08 

Worlds (flapped) Lusse 318-15/8/08 

Midlands Regionals Husbands Bosworth 16/8-24/8108 

Dunstable Regionals Dunstable 16/8-24/8/08 

Lasham Regionals Lash am 16/8-24/8/08 

Club Class Nattonals Aston Down 16/8-24/8/08 

Wolds Two-Seater Camp Pocklington 17/8-24/8108 

18-Metre Class Nationals Bicester 17/8-25/8/08 

UK Mountain Soaring Aboyne 31 /8-6/9/08 

Aerobatic events 
Dan Smllh (Sports Class) Dunstable 29-30/3108 

Beginners' Day Sal! by 816/08 

Camp Preparation (Sports) Sallby 9-1 1/6/08 

Nat1onals (all classes) Saltby 12-15/6/08 

Saitby Open Sallby 5-7/9/08 

Gliders v Power Lasham 10-12110106 

THE BGA working group on Mode S has contributed 
to three "industry" meetings with the Civil Aviation 
Authority and been asked by the CAA to review, along 
with other air sports, the draft Regulatory Impact 
Assessment for Phase 2 of its interoperability propos
als, which are scheduled to take effect from 2012. As 
S&G went to press, the RIA was due to go out for con
sultation in January 2008 with a closing date in May. 
The BGA is currently reviewing the draft RIA and will 
provide further information to glider pilots via 
www.gliding.co.uk 

A REPORT into a serious accident that happened 
last year stated that energy-absorbing cushions had a 
major effect in reducing the hazard of compressive 
spinal injuries in what were very signi ficant impacts. 
The BGA is reminding all owners and operators that 
energy-absorbing cushions can save lives and 
strongly recommends that all gliders are fitted with 
them. For more details of the BGA recommendation, 
see RP38 in Laws and Rules. 

CAA GA Safety Evenings for 2008 are listed at 
www.caa.co. uklsrg/general_aviation. Remaining 
dates include: Sleap, March 4; Caernarvon, March 5; 
Swansea, March 6; and Perth, March 12. The CAA 
encourages all pilots to attend these free events. 

FURTHER BGA inspector seminars have been 
arranged for February 17 at the Scottish Gliding 
Centre. Portmoak; and April 5, at the RAFGSA 
Centre. Halton. For booking details please visit 
www.gliding.co.uk/bgainfo/technicaflnews.htm 

THE British Women's Gliding Team was one of on ly 
three shortlisted candidates for the Champions Award 
at the Sunday Times Sportswomen of the Year 
ceremony, which was won by world water ski slalom 
champion Nicole Arthur. Reaching the shortlist for this 
prestigious award was fantastic recognition for the 
team that was so successful in the 2007 Worlds. 

AN independent review of the UK Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) has been commissioned by the 
Secretary of State for Transport and interested 
individuals and organisations have been invited to 
comment. The BGA will be responding, but is not ask
ing members to act directly. More information is at 
www. dft. gov. uk!pgr/avia tionldomestic/caareview200 7 

THE Letters of Agreement page on the BGA website 
has been updated and now contains details of those 
covering Luton TMA access (London GC), LTCA 
access during competitions (Lasham, Booker and 
Husbands Bosworth). and Lyneham and Brize Norton 
Class D access during competitions (any host club). 
You can check all current Letters of Agreement at 
www.gtiding.co. uklbgainfolairspace!loas.htm 

THE BGA"s 2007 decision to run Assistant Instructors 
courses at different sites around the country has 
proven popular and the Association will be expanding 
the number of sites at which courses will be held in 
2008. Eleven courses will be take place between April 
and September 2008. An initial list, with details of 
how to book a place on a course, can be found at 
www.gliding.co.uklbgainfo/bgacourses.htm and in the 
advert on p38 of this S&G. Further dates and venues 
will be added as they are confirmed. 
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Your letters 
Too low and too slow 
I JUST read Les 1:3lows' letter in the October
November issue of 5&C (Appropriate 
accident analysis, p6) on the Air Accident 
Investigation Branch report on BGA ·1166 
(AAIB Bulletin 3/2007). The accident 
occurred in August 2006 when a Dart 15 
spun in at Sutton Bank, killing the pilot. 
Les Blows seemed to suggest that the main 
recommendation in the AAIB report was 
observance of Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs). He said this conc lusion 
was "unf,1 ir ond irrationill" (h is words). 
He was parti cularly sca thing about the need 
for pilots to sign as llaving re<Kl SOPs before 
flying at the site at the first time, although 
thi s is a standard procti ce at many other 
flying fi elds where I have flown. 

I have reod the AAI B report cl os oly with 
experience of some 50 years' instructing at 
th e site, including serving JS CFI for five 
years, and as a member of a syndicate 
opera ting a Dart 17 th ere for a similar 
period. My conc lusion is that th pilot of the 
Dart ·15 was flying too slow and too low, 
and his aircraft sta lled with fatal results. 

As always, the implied question is: how 
did thi s come about? 

Sutton Bank is a very comp lex site. Being 
on the edge of an escJrpment with two 
vertical faces makes the landing area have 
very varied <md unpredictable loczd flows. 
1VIy comment was that the report did not 
devote enough space to discussion of the 
local flows at the time of the accident and 
therefore was at a loss to say exactly what 
happened. This is all the more ironic 
because all the necessary information is 
contained in th e report. 

The AAIB report says: 
- The accident happened at 1 7 .SOhrs; 
- The glider crashed just south of the road 
that climbs th Bank; 
- The winds were light - about 1 Okts - and 
declining; 
-Two other gliders were smring at the edge, 
presumably to the north of the road; 
- The winds were 240/ 11 kts at sea level and 
270/15kts at 1 ,OOOft (the approximate height 
of the landing ground); 
- The pilot had had a site check the day 
before with the leader of his group. 

The report quotes a paragraph from Flying 
at Sutton Bank, which was an updated and 
enlarged version of a document that the 
Flying Committee of the club had produced 
in my time as CFI. lt clearly states that "<:1 

wind of 1 2kts is needed for the hill Lo work. 
The best JreJ of lift in the bowl will dep ncl 
on th e wind direction. If it is insufficient to 
maintain 400ft (above the landing ground) 
you shou ld land". 

However; there is more to it than that. 
Sutton's loca l ridge is an almost s mi-circuiJr 
bowl. This is a great adv;:mtage in some 
directions but a snare and delusion in others. 
The reason is that the lift is high ly directional. 
When the wind is in the south west, as it 
was at the time of the inc ident, the northern 
side of the bowl w ill have its fa te almost 
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perpendicular to the loca l wind e1nd w ill 
produce adequate li ft to a height of 300ft 
to 400ft. 

The southern half of the ridge by the 
landing ground curves around nearly 90° 
to the northern half. The low-level wind 
at 240° runs par<JIIel with the southern face. 
The wind will therefore ilow along the face 
and not across it, thus it produces no lift 
until the point where the road crosses the 
ridge. The point above Hood hill splits the 
flow and thus adds further confusion. 

lt seems to me that the pilot of the D;:1rt 
did not apprec iate this limitation of the area 
of the lift in whi ch he was flying in until too 
late. He just Jssumed that as there were two 
gliders soaring successfu ll y to Lhc north of 
him, there was suffi cient lift about to sust<~ in 
his flight. 

thers have crashed at the same place 
before <Jnd for the same reason. 
Chris Riddell, HARROGATE, Yorkshire 

Personal observations on Flarm 
HAVING read much of the heated online 
debates about Flarm, I was keen to 
experience using it in an environment where 
most (nearly all ) gliders were equ ipped 
before reaching my own concl usion. 
The chance came last August, flying out of 
St Auban in French gliders which are all 
now, like most gliders flying in the Alps, 
Flarm equipped, and in conditions wher 
visibility was often more like typical UK 
murk than the crystal cleJ r alpine air 
expected. My observati ons follow. 
1.The two alarms (as opposed to indica tions) 
were very typi ca l UK scena ri os and were 
potential lifesavers. 
(a) Head on, 500ft under a cloud street 
- I think we both saw ea h other at th e s<Jme 
time the Flarm alarm went off but if 
both had been looking at a map or GPS it 
could have been a very dangerous situation 
w ithout the alarm. 
(b) An alarm indica ting a glider above and 
behind in a thermal. A glider had joined very 
close above and behind me and was far 
closer than was cornfort8b le 8nd the Flarm 
<J iarm went off bec8use we were convergi ng. 
Again the alarm drew atten tion to a very 
real threat. 
2. Flarm requires a new clisciplin : not 
getting fixated on looking for gliders 
passively indica ted by Flarm that are not an 
immediate threat. For exa mple, when in 
strJight flight, a new indication (red lights 
showing direction on a fac e clock .:mcl 
anot her light showing if above or below) of a 
glider above or below off to the right or left 
is not so criti ca l as a glider at the same 
altitude. At first I found myself a bit too 
fixated on finding it at the expense of a more 
general lookout in my immed iate danger 
zone. 
3. Flarm does not warn you about every
thing. Flying below ridge height, two gliders 
flying abreast appeared around a spur about 
200m ahead with no Flarm warning until 
they had appeared, so normal lookout ;md 

defensive flying techniques arc st ill needed. 
4. An indication of a glider's presence over
taking inside me on a ridge run set off no 
alarms as we were not converging but 
alerted me (v ia the clock face lights) to it 
whilst it was still in a blind spot and so 
removed any chance that I might not see it 
and converge on il. 
5. The very sobering sight of the recent 
wreckage of a DG and an LS sti ll lying on 
the slopes near Cadu cleJrly demonstrated 
that collisions can occur even where both 
gliders are Fl arm equipped, whi ch takes us 
back to observ8tion 3 about FI<Jrm being an 
aiel rather than a rep lacement. 

My conclusion based on my experi ence 
was thot the Flarm concept is Jn invaluable 
aiel to imminent co llision avoidance. And, 
by providing greater si tuational Jwarcness, 
it can reduce the likelihood of glider pilots 
finding themselves in situJtions where 
coll isions are a serious threat- BUT it is an 
aiel not a replacement. 

Of course, there have been many arguments 
made against Flarm . For instance, many 
argue that Flarm is of no use if other GenerJI 
Aviation pilots don't adopt it. 
1\tly own perception, right or wrong, is that 
apart from the odd close encounter w ith the 
military ridge hopping in Wales most of the 
ai rborne danger to the gliding ommunity 
is glider/glider and glider/ tug onvergence. 
Others argue th<:Jt the cost is prohibitive, 
yet we all ca rry para chutes (which are much 
more expensive) as a "potenti8l remedy". 
Others say that it is a waste of money as at 
some time in th e future we will h<:1ve inte
grated transponders with built-in collision 
avo idance - rather like saying weJring a 
se<J t belt was a waste of time before the 
introduction of air bags. 

The on ly rea ll y valid arguments against 
buying Flarm in the UK at present is the fact 
that so few gliders have it fitted and that for 
some it might be an expense they don 't think 
they can afford. Owning one at present 
might be compared with th plight of early 
users of emai l - great concept but no one to 
communica te with and everyone saying they 
will never rea ll y ca tch on. W ell I, like many 
others, will be joining that small band of 
FIJrm owners in the hope that others too will 
eventuall y accept that, even if we are all 
wi lling to accept the inheren t risks in our 
hobby, we all have a duty to minimise those 
risks for the sake of our families if not for 
ourselves. 

I have, however, experienced one set of 
co nditions when it is clear that it real ly 
would be desirable to turn the Flarm off to 
avo id any possible distractions, and thi s is 
when sharing a very small <Jmount of 
airspace with an uncomfortable number ) f 
gliders. The cond itions in question probably 
occur several times a year at all clubs that 
have a ridge, speci fical ly at times when th e 
wind on ly supports a limited area of lift. 
In these cond itions, gliders that would 
otherwise disperse over a wider area <:1nd 
other ridges find themselves operating in 
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wh<Jt c<Jn only be described as somewhat 
crowded conditions. In this environment 
it is possible that Jny alarm might be a 
distraction rath r than an aid - at leJst w ith 
Flarm there is the option to pu ll the plug 
-when we arc forced to carry transponders 
th<Jt option will not ex ist. 

Is it worth the money? At £400 per unit to 
potentiall y save one UK life every liNO years 
(maybe mine, maybe yours or most likely 
someone you have never even met) you have 
to make your own decision; after all, no one 
actua lly thinks they are going to have a 
collision. Having experienced Flarm first
hand I am convinced it is and would go so 
far as to Si.l)' I would like to sec all clubs 
make Flarm a compulsory fit together with 
usage training - that might help resolve the 
cost issue, too. 
Graham Bowser, via email 
For inf(Hmation on two UK clu!Js' experiences 
o f trying out Flarm, sec pI B - Editor 

Platypus and the "H" word 
I AM loath to mention the "H" word in a 
publication such as S&C, but what the 
Gossamer ondor looked like (Paul 
MacCready - a Tribute, by Platypus, 
December 2007-January 2008, pi Gl was 
not so much a microfilm mod I as a giant 
hang-glider. There ... I've sa id it. 

In fact, most of the top people in the 
MacCreacly team were or had been 
hang-glider pilots. Paul MacCready himsel( 
(briefl y), his children, Jack Lambie, Taras 
Kiceniuk, John Lane and 13ryan Alien th ' 
pilot amongst others . .. The list reads like 
a Who's Who of the early Californian 
hang-gliding movement. Yes, the Gossamer 
Condor wasn't weight shift, but it was a 
single surface, wi re br<Jced, low-speed and 
low wing loading rag-and-tube construct ion, 
just like an early Rogallo. Maybe it was 
MacCready's open mindedness which 
allowed him to accept that a lightweight 
sa ilplane was not the JircrJft to take the 
Kremer prize, but what does this denia l say 
about the open mindedness of the sailplane 
movement? 

You cou ld say thJt MacCready abandoned 
heavy, expensive, fast and dangerous 
sailplanes to take ur hang-gliding.Whoops! 
John Clark, NEW SOUTH WALES, Australia 
Platypus replies: I rr:;a lisP that hang-glider 
experience and know-how were immensely 
va luable in shaping the ideas of the Gossamer 
Condor team. As you sa}~ most or' the Gossamer 
Condor team hJng-g lid, or -glud. However, there 
are close aeronautical re.<;emhlances between the 
outcome of their efforts - the Gossamer Condor 
- and microfilm models: 

a) The aspec t ratio of microfilm models is nearer 
to Gossamer Condor, approximately two or three 
times higher than Rogallos. 
IJJ Micro(ilm model. are powered, and Rogallos 
were not. 
c) Microfi lm mt>dels have horizontal and vertica l 
slilbilisers, and Rof{a flos do not. 
d) Microfilm models' direction of turn in both 
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planes is effected IJy tail tilting <llld w ing 
warping, not by weight-shift. That i , they were 
much more like Gossamer Condor: 
e) Microfilm models of the 1970s had much 
more wire !Jracing than Rogaflos because they 
were made as (/imsy as possible, like Gossamer 
Condor_ Roga llos are pretty robust, with quite a 
high all-up wing loading. I havro• seen them crash 
hundreds of times, especially in the 1960s i!nd 
70 , and they need to he much stronger than was 
necessary for purely aerodynamic loads. 
f) The sink rate of Rogallos was monstrous. 
I alculate from the all-up weight and likely sink 
rate they comumed well 0 11e r one horsepower 
- four times the power needs of the Cos a mer 
designs. 
g) The ch ief resemblance which the Rogallo can 
truly claim with Gossamer Condor is that they 
both hav 'a human pilot. ThiJI is important. 
h) The clinch r for me is that !VIae 'ready stated 
that he had designed, built and flown both 
indoor and outdoor ruiJber-powered duration 
models in his youth, and had been US National 
Free Flight Champion. 

The u nsensus m ight be this: the hang-gliding 
culture l i/Jeratecl the MacCready team from 
thinking in terms of cantilever wings and 
ultra-high lift -drag ratios, which p roved I be a 
blind alley. However, what they actually ended 
up w ith, ilS they struggled with ways to achieve 
ultra- low rille of sink and ultra-low all-up weight 
(which, taken together, determine the necessary 
power requirement), bore a much c loser 
resemblance to microfilm models than to 
Roga llos. 

Can we claim victory for !Joth sides? 

Puffin and polyester 
AS I worked for ICI Plastics Divis ion in the 
1960s, I can add a litt le to Platypus' and 
Derek Pi •gott's comments on man-powered 
ai rcra ft (December 2007-January 2008 p17). 
The covering pioneered on Puffin in 1961, 
and then on other British man-powered craft, 
including Toucan, was M linex polyester 
film made by ICI. 

Mylar polyester film made by Du Pont 
was used by Joseph Zinno in the USA on the 
Olympian (1972) ;_md by the MacCready 
team from the sta rt in 1976. At the time of 
the Channel crossing by Bryan Alien in 
Gossamer Albatross, it was reported that J 
journalist had asked the team what would 
happen if the aircraft di tched. 

The Du Pont representative quipped that 
their logo would wash off to reveal an ICI 
roundel. 

The film-covered SUMPAC can be seen at 
Solent Sky (formerly Southampton Hall of 
AviJtion). 
Alan Self, Congleton, Cheshire 
References: www.spitiireLlnl ine.eo.uk/porup/other7.hlml 

Grosser M, Gossamer Odyssey IMidJad }oseph I'JRIJ 

Please send fetters (marked "for pub/ication'J to the 
editor at editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk or the 
address on p3, Including your full con/act details. 

Deadline for the next Issue is February 12 

~ News 

Stay up to date 
about transition 

IN RESPONSE to continuing BGA efforts 
to minimise the disrurtion to UK glider 
owners duri ng the transition to the EASA 

airworthiness regime, the CAA has agreed 
that newly imported EASA gliders can be 
issued with a BGA C of A, va lid until 
September 28, 2008. Th is will be transitioned 
into Jn EASA C of A with ARC (val id for one 
year) via the existing BGA transi tion process. 
The appl ication for c BGA C of A complete 
w ith the EASA C of A transition appl ication 
must be made via the BGA. Full details are 
available on www.gliding.co.uk. Th is applies 
to both new and secondhand newly imported 
EASA gliders, including self-sustainers. 

The BGA has been told that the following 
Jircraft types have been removed from the 
Annex 11 list- Scheihe Bergf-alke (all variants), 
Spatz and L Spatz, SZD 9 bis Bocian 1 D and 
1 E. These are now cons idered EASA aircraft 
and are subject to CAA registration and EASA 
C of A transi ti on to the usual timetable. 

There has also been a small change since 
the IJst S&C to the way in which the BGA 
office is processing all transi tion packs. 
Once a pack hJs been verified as satisfactory, 
the BGA C of A will be renewed up to 
September 28, 2008. Th is ensures that the 
aircraft can continue to fl y with a minimum 
of disruption. 

If you're a glider owner affected by EASA 
C of A transition issues, please keep an eye 
on the BGA website and monthly newsletter 
to make sure you stay up to date: 
www.gliding.co. uklbgainfoltcchnicallnews.htm 
www.glic/in!j.CO.uk!bgainfoltechnical/easa/ 
introduction. h im 

Gliding scoops 
seven awards 
NO FEWER than seven Royal Aero Club 
awards for 2007 have gone to glider pilots 
-inc luding four to S&C contributors. 
The Britannia Trorhy for the British aviator· 
ach ieving the most meritorious pedormance 
went to John Williams for the wave flights 
he has described so compel! ingly for S&C. 
The Nexus Trophy for aviation journalism 
went to Michael Bird- better known to 
readers as Platypus. The other five awards 
were: the Prince of Wales Cup for the Brit ish 
Women's Gliding Team; RAeC Gold Medal 
for Derek Piggott; Silver Medal (or Pete 
Harvey; Bronze Medal for John Glossop; 
Diploma for Jack "Weatherjack"Harrison; 
Certificates of Merit to John Blackmore and 
Derek Platt; and the Old and Bold Trophy 
to Jim O'Donnell. Look out for more news 
on all these w hen S&C reports from the 
RAcC Awards ·eremony later in the year. 
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GLIDER 
INSTRUMENTS 

{M. G. Jiutchinson) 

PZL, Winter and Smiths Instruments 
repaired and overhauled. 

Contact us with your requirements. 

Write or phone: 

'Tanfield' 
Shobdon 

Nr. Leominster 
Herefordshire HR6 9LX 

Tel: 01568 708 368 

- See You Mobile v2.75 £149 

~ See You Update v3. 72 £92 

:::l 
Probably the best PDA Navigation, 
Task Planning and Analysis software 

~ 
- Try it today -

Supplied on 3 COs with world wide 

Cl,) topo and satellite mapping . Now with 
downloading for EW flight recorders. 

Cl,) See You was used to score the 2006 en Standard , 15m and 18m Nationals , and 

I~ 
most regional competitions 

I~ 
UK serv1ce Centre for the 

repair and upgrade of all 

11' •' Cambridge Instruments 

BGA and IGC Approved Calibration Centre 
for all types of GPS Flight Recorders 

£15 + £6 return post 

Dickie Feakes 
Bicester Aviation Services 

11 The Poplars, Launton, Bicester OX26 5DW 
01869 245948 or 07710 221131 

dickie@bas.uk.net 

THE SCOTIISH GLIDING CENTRE 

'P~ 
For more than 70 years our members 
hove been enjoying one of the best 

Ridge Soaring and Wove Sites in 
Scotland! 

Why not join us and see for yourself 

Scotland's Premier Training Site 
Training Courses for 2008 

To ensu re that we can meet your requirements, advance 
booking for aircra Ft, clubhouse accommodation, carovam. 

and camping is essential 

Call us on 01592 840543 
The ScoHish Gliding Centre 

Portmoak Airfield, Scotlandwell KY13 9JJ 
Web hHp://www.scoHishglidingcentre.co.uk 

email: office@scoHishglidingcentre.co.uk 

~ PFT- HINTON 

The Motor Glider Club 
Use the dull Winter months 

to get your 
Motor Glider Licence 

• 13 hr Course for Glider Pilots 
Include Ground Exams £940 

Also 
• Motor Glider Hire - £55ph 
• JAR/NPPL SEP Courses 

Hinton Airfield, Nr Banbury 
less than 1 hour IMJm London or Birmingh_am - via M40 

01295 812775 
www.motorgliderclub.co.uk 

E-mail: clivestainer@tiscali.co.uk 

CLEVER BOX VARIO SYSTE,M 
* See our website www.cairaviation.co.ulc for details of this 

new exciting variometer system from the same stable as 
the ubiquitous XK10 Vario System 

From'· ~ 
~1r ~ ' 

. 

' 
OTTFUR CW300 LONG LIFE RELEASE CLEVER BOX VARIO 

Aviation Ltd . 
"You can bank on us" I . 

£239 £299 
+ New lnslnJments: Expanded Scale ASI\ Boom Mikes Electret £34.00, Winter 0-160kts £184, Winter 0-200ids £184, PZL Zero Reset Varios, Ring & Flask 57 mm or 80mm £230, Winter Variamelers with Flask 57 mm 

ar 80mm £240, GDI Mini T /S £269, Sensitive Altimeter 80mm £137-£139, PZL A:ltirreter £109, Miniature 57 mm Winter Alhmeter £389, Mini Accelerometer £159, Airpath Panel Compass £89. 
+ Surplus Tested Instruments: Ferranti Horizons with new Solid State •Inverter Mk 6 £329, Mk 141Calaured Display) £389, Mk 32(Coloured display) £449, 80mm T / S £114, Smiths Mk 20 High Ouolity 
Altimeter 0-35,000' 16 o'clock knob and lest report) £110-£119, Mini Accelerometers £99. + Radios: Dekam 960 Panel Mount £249, Delcam Hand Held £216.90, ICOM A3E £259 , Glider BoHery Charger 
£19.90, New Horizon Inverters 12v -115v/400hz, or 12v-24v DC, £119 + BGA Approved "Ottfur" Releases: New Original OM Series £199, ON Series Long Life Alternative for Modern Gliders-

Aera Jaw ON400 Series £179, C of G. ON300 Series £239, Exchange OM Series £119, ON Series £99, Spring kits available all series. "Ottfur" launch safety weak link carTier. £9.50. 

(AIR Aviation Ltd, Steephill House, Felcot Road, Furnace Wood, Felbridge, West Sussex RH19 2PX Tel: 01342 712684 Fax: 01342 717082 
e·mail: colin@cairaviation.co.uk www.cairaviation.co.uk 
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Established by prominent figures in British gliding, Joint 

Aviation is the leading, independent sailplane insurance 

agency in Europe. 

0044 (0}1420 88664 for enquiries 

0044 (0}7802 708670 Terry Joint mobile 
0044 (0}1420 542003 Facsimile 

Joint Aviation has in-depth knowledge of gliding and 

gliding insurance as well as providing the personal 

contact that ensures every sailplane client receives the 

same high standards of services and competitive prices. 

email: office@jointaviation.co.uk 

Joint Aviation Services limited 

8 Old Aylesfield Bu ildings 
Froyle Road, Shalden, A1lton 

Hants GU34 4BY ~ Joint Aviation Services Ltd r'!.,l ... Our task, your security www.joint.co.uk 

Authorised and 
regulated by the 
Financial Services 

Authority 

Stop press !! As advertised at the BGA conference 2007. the winner of our offer of a years full insurance is Mr C Luton, 
congratulations to him from all the winning team at JAS Ltd 

• • • • • • • • • • 
C P WEST Ltd 

Professional Re airs 
& Maintenance 

• 
Sailplanes & Gliders 

Self-Sustainers, Self-Launchers 
and PFA Permit types . 

• 
BGA M3 Authorised Maintenance 

German Qualified Composite 
Structures Inspector I Repairer 

• 
All Construction 1' es 

Wood - Metal - Composites 

• 
Controlled Environment Worksho 
and Refinishing Shop - the Key to 
Quality Composites and Finishes 

• 
01432 851886 
rogerhurley@gliderpilot.net 

• • • • • • • • • • 
February - March 2008 

Black Mountains Gliding Club 
The Fun and Accessible Site for Winter Flying 

Flying stays good during the Winter at Talgarth. 
Shrug off the Winter blues and join our friendly club for some really 
exhilarating flying ... 

./ Over 100 kilometres of local ridges 

./ Superb wave flying with few airspace restrictions 

./ Longest average flight time of any UK gliding club 

.,. Groups and individuals welcome 

Please book in advance by calling our office weekday mornings on 
01874 711463 

www.blackmountainsgliding.co.uk 
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~ News 

What the BGA is doing about 
EASA-inspired changes to 
glider pilot licensing in the UK 
BGA Executive Committee member Chris Gibson, who chairs the 
Association working group that's preparing for the change to 
an EASA-controlled system of pilot licensing, provides a first look 
at what could be happening over the coming months and years 

IF YOU have been following developments 
with EASA (the European Aviation Safety 
Agency), you will be <JWare of th e 

intention to ex tend its scope to include 
more responsibiliti es than it currently holds. 
These responsibiliti es will include pilot 
licensing and, in line with the rest of Europe, 
all UK glider pilots w ill need to have an 
EASA-compliant glider pilot's li cence within 
the next two to three years. 

The BGA has establi hed a working group 
to monitor the development of EASA pilot 
licensing; to liaise w ith the UK authorities; 
to work with our co lleague across European 
airsports organisations; and to ensure the 
best possible outcome for UK pilots, taking 
advantage of any benefits of the change, 
whil e minimising the effects on glider pilots. 

The li cence options are likely to be: 
The EASA Light Aircraft Pilot's Licence 
(Sailplanes) - 'lAPl(S)' - this is often 
referred to as 'recreational'. 
The EASA ICAO-compliant Glider Pilot's 
licence. These licences are likely to be very 
similar, if not identica l, to each oth r, but 
deta ils are still subject to formal ratification 
at the time oi writing. 

The principal diiference is likely to he that 
the ICAO licence would require an ICAO 
Class 2 medica l whereas the l!\Pl{S) would 
need on ly a GP endorsement. 

Tim sca les are still unc rtain but it is 
likely that the transition period wi ll not tart 
before late 2008 - and possibly later. 

The li cence iormat will be a modular one 
and wi ll , in all probability, include ratings 
or endorsements for: 

- Cross country 
- launch method 
-!Night 
-Cloud 
-Aerobatics 
- Flight Instructor 
- Flight Examiner 

The BGA has been working closely wi th 
co lleagues in the EGU (European Gliding 
Union), EAS (Europe Air Sports) and EASA in 
representing the interests of UK glide.r pilots 
and negotiating the most suitable li censing 
structure for mTr needs. 

The exact method of transition, the 
maximisation of grandiather rights, and 
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the eff et on the way in which the BGA will 
manage glider pilot li cens ing, badge , 
and trJining are sti ll t be Jgreed. However, 
it is likely that a ta nclard not dissimilar to 
that required f r the exist ing BGA Glider 
Pilot 's licence will b recognised as a 
'benchmark' in th e transition process. 

The European legal process for 
formalisation and introduction will be 
similar to that for the new of A system. 

An PA document (Notice of Proposed 
Amendment) is being finali sed and will be 
issued by EASA for public consultation in the 
near future - that's likely to be by the end of 
the first quarter of 2008. 

Following th i consultation the new 
licence wi ll be introduced ov r a period yet 
to be determined. 

The NPA will cover the proposed Light 
Aircraft Pilot Licence stru cture and include 
sections rel evant to glider pilots. 

The BGf\ wi 11 issue a forma I response to 
this on behalf of UK glider pilots but you 
will al o have the opportun ity to respond on 
your own behalf. 

In the meantime, please keep an eye on 
the BGA website at www.gliding.co.uk for 
updates, information on responses, and its 
effect on you. 

Chris Gibson flies from Lasham and has MGIR and 

NPPL instructor ratings as well as being a full-rated 

gliding instructor A tug pilot, he has two Diamonds, 

1 ,500hrs and an ASW 20cl share. He is seen here at the 

BGA off-site in November talking with Marilyn Hood 

Pictured right: the BGA Executive's first off-site meeting 

that included key staff and contractors as well as 

Executive members and sub-committee chairs was held 

at Turweston aerodrome in November to make sure the 

Association's plans for 2008 were practical and doable. 

Pictured during a brief break in the packed day are: 

(standing, from left) treasurer John Birch. chairman 

Patrick Naegeli and Executive member Pete Harvey; 

(seated, with their backs to the camera, from left), 
Technical Committee Chairman Howard Torode and 

Chief Technical Officer Jim Hammerton; 

(seated, lacing the camera, from left) Regulatory Group 

Chairman David Roberts, Licensing Working Group 

Chairman Chris Gibson, Executive member Ted 

Norman, BGA Chief Executive Pete Stratten. 

Competitions Committee Chairman Russe/1 Cheotham. 

BGA National Coach Mike Fox; John Garret! and 

Brian Penfold. Also present were: BGA Development 

Officer Alison Randle, BGA Development Committee 

Chairman Diana K1ng, and Communications and 

Marketing Committee Chairman Marilyn Hood. 

The BGA Chairman, 
Patrick Naegeli, 
reflects on 2007's 
successes and 
looks forward to 
2008's challenges 

I FIND, like many people do, that the 
Christmas and New Yea r period gives 
ri se to a slight change in pace. This year's 

breathing space was, in particular, very 
welcome as it made it slightly easier for me 
to assess the yea r that was (at the time of 
writing) about to end and to consider the 
one about to stMt. 

2007 was another good y ar for British 
gliding. lt was characterised by many 
notable events a ncl achievements, i ncl udi ng, 
for example: 
- The awdrd ing of a number of highly 
prestigious national and international 
honours to members of the British glid ing 
community for contributions to air sports 
in genera l as well JS gliding in parti cular; 
- GB retaining its position as number one 
in the international rankings- a reflection 
of the achievemen ts of the British Team, 
the associated coach ing structure, and, 
importantly, the vibrancy and perf( rm<Jnet' 
of the national compet ition scene; 
-A myriad of "fi rsts" at club level by pilots 
and those responsible for developing the 
movement e1 like. If people like John 
vVilliams keep pushing the bounds as they 
have done to date then the BGA Turnpoint 
List will have to expand further to include 
more of the outlying British Isles, t.racts 
of our remoter territoria I waters, and maybe 
even bits of Ireland and Norway! 

2007 was also the year when EASA 
began to change. 

For a number of years, EASt\ - and the 
increased level of European aviation 
regulation that it is seen to represent- had 
been mostly the subject of BGA reports 
about what was likely to happen. Few, 
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~ BGA Executive News 

Looking ahead to a pivotal year 
if any, club-level officia ls, managers, glider 
pilots and owners had had any direct 
experience oi the associated new regulatory 
provisions. The start of the transition process 
to the new airworthiness and maintenance 
regime- the first major example of regulatory 
developmen t moving to implementation 
-signified EASA's move into the clay-to-day 
rea li ty of the mainstream movement. 

The transition of airworth iness and 
maintenance is far from triv ial. lt requi res 
several organisations - including the BGA, 
the CAA and EASA - to work effectively, 
individuall y and collectively, if things are 
to happen smoothly and within the set 
timesc,1 les. 

I am absolutely confident that the BGA's 
yea rs of cJreful planning and preparation 
w ill mean that we do what we need to do 
effect ively and promptly. lt is not yet clear 
to me how far the CAA will be able to 
execute its own responsibilities on a timely 
basis. Resource constraints together with 
the unusual profile of the in itial, one-off 
workload wi ll test its abi l ity to process 
glider documentation wh ilst achieving the 
September 2008 timelinc. The B A w ill 
provide the CAA with whatever support 
we reasonably can to keep thi ngs on track 
and w are already discussing contingen ies 
w ith our CAA counterparts. 

Ensuri ng as smooth a transition as possible 
is a primary objective for the BGA in 2008. 
That there will , even so, be some degree of 
disruption and inconvenience is probably 
to be expected; despite the BGA's very 
signi ficant <tchicvemcnts in making the 
process as pa inless as possible, those of us 
who own gliders are still h<lVing to adapt 
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to this changing airworthiness envi ronment. 
O ne small consolation - i f it can be 
described as such - is that the airworthiness 
Jnd maintenance trJnsition pro ess ought 
to provide a body of experience that wil l 
be useful in planning how we manage other 
new regulations to be generated by EASA. 

Changes in the way we are regulated wi ll 
be a fac t of life for gliding- and other air 
sports - for a few years yet. Licensing is the 
next significant area that w ill be addressed. 
A substantia l amount of professional and 
vo lunteer effort will , therefore, be required 
to focus on regu latory work for a while yet. 

The same is true for the other key BGA 
development priori ty for 2008- Youth 
Gliding. At the same time, the regular work 
of the various BGA subcommi ttees and 
working groups must also continue if 
day-to-day gliding is to operate effectively. 

Conscious of the growing list of priorities 
and the finite amount of available resources, 
representatives from each of the BGA 
subcommittees and working groups, the key 
professional staff and the members of the 
Executive Committee met in November 
2007 to make sure that our plans for 2008 
w re practical and achievable. 

A report elsewhere in this issue (see p5) 
summarises the main areas covered duri ng 
the meeting. One thing, however, particularly 
stuck in my mind from the clay, and that was 
the extent to which the BGA is now severely 
resource-constra ined - primarily in terms 
of people/volunteers. To the point w here, 
wi thout more vo lunteers becoming involved, 
it wi ll be increasingly difficult for the 
Association to progress the work it needs to. 

In early 200R, the BGA w ill be on the 

look out for people to fill specific volunteer 
posts. Some w ill be project related; others 
w il l be on specific sub-committees and 
working groups. lt is very important that 
we find the right people to help; "many 
hands make light work" is an entirely 
appropriate truism. Please think about how 
you can help. 

I know that glider pilots can do a great job 
of collective effort when we are up against 
things. In 2006 we did a great job together 
in provid ing the CAA w ith " input" to thei r 
partial regulatory impact assessment on 
Mode S. The time is nearly upon us where 
we w ill have to do something simi lar again. 

Over the last 18 months, we have spent a 
considerJblc amount of time with the CAA 
expressing our concerns and stating our case 
for a more appropriate and proportionate 
approach on their part to the subject of 
interoperabi lity. We have made so lid 
progress, but are still not at the point where 
we are certain of a satisf<Jctory outcome for 
gliding. The next few months will be key. 
The CAA will be publishing its full set of 
proposa ls for consu ltation very shortly and 
we w ill be making sure that glid ing responds 
appropriately at all levels. The BGA wi ll 
keep you apprised of developments through 
the website, S&C and other channels. 
Please take notice. 

Have fun, stay safe. 

~ Patrick Naegell 

Chairman, British Gliding Association 

January 4, 2008 
chairman@gliding.co.uk 
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Mountain High Oxygen 
We are now authorised distributors 
for the full range of MH Oxygen 
EDS and XCR systems_ Visit our 
website to view the full range. 

Microair 760 Radio 
This fantastic little 57 mm radio 
has recently be updated to version 
"N" and is better than ever. 

£646.29 inc VAT 

Winter Bonlgerate 
Instruments 
The very best German precision 
Instruments. Visit ourwebsite to 
view the full range. 

Colibri 
Smallest 
logger with 
h1gh level IGC 
approvaL All 
you need to 
claim badges. 
records or competitlon fligh 
it is small 1n size, but big in 
functionality_ Standalone it 
is useful for navigation, wind 
calculation and. tracking of engine 
status. Full details on ourwebsite. 
£595.00 inc VAT 

Replacement seat harness for most 
gliders in a full range of colours_ 
prices start at: £275,71 
incVAT 

Camelbac 
Unbottled 2litres 
Leak-proof fully.insulated 
bottle offers up o 3 hours 
of cool, clean water 
£29.38 inc VAT 

Digital audio variometer 
with average display and inbuilt 
speaker We are the UK agents 
with the full range available. 

These all new vers1ons replace the 
840 and BSO with the addition of 
new technology and functions. 

we have 15 years 
experience in all 
kinds of repair, 

simply call for advice. 

TEL. 01452 741 463 
M. 07860 542028 

SALES®SVSP.CO.UK 

enl SeeM and nlqua WUdUfe 

aj la • - -zo.w 
IS tral Ealope 

Cannnleftt ovemlp l fll&h 
to Cape lbwn • Jallannal11q 

ldulcroes ~ COilcll~ 
Strag thermal hip c:loucl b

ancltafe outlancllns conditions 

a.. Coun1171Dinllla 

llflltllilliiJtl• with Reb Rebbeck 

-- &---Soaring S faris ,.., -www.soaring-safaris.com 
in oaring-safaris.com 

Dick Bradley : +27 83 280 1028 

Bronze & Beyond 
Be ready for summer 

The book that tells you what 
every British cross-country 

pillot should know. 

Available from BGA, larger gliding 
clubs, and direct from: 

http://tinyurl.com/Sn34z 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http://tinyurl.com/Sn34z
mailto:SALES@SVSP.CO.UK


~ Development News 

Making club officials' lives easier 
BGA Development Officer Alison 
Randle reports on two BGA 
projects to help your club, its 
committee and its members 

TWO BGA projects have now reached 
the point where gliding clubs can 
benefit directly from them. Th y are 

designed to make the life of J committee 
member easier. Committee business is more 
straightforward if structures and processes 
are in place that act as <1 point of reference 
when decisions need to be taken. This in 
turn give. rise to a clea r delineation of dut ies 
and re ponsibilities for each individual 
member. As a result the club runs r asonably 
smoothly and members feel well supported 
in their activities and an clearly see what 
they will be ~:<~ king on as they progress 
through the club and it becomes their turn 
to volunteer and help to run it themselves. 
themselves. Collectively, such policies, 
plus accountability and transparent club 
procedures, are known as good governance 
and engender trust in an organisation. 
Any void created by a lack of good 
governance is simply waiting to be filled 
with some degree of xploitation, nepotism, 
corruption and so on. The effects of good 
governance are felt and ilppreciated w ithin 
and outside an organisation; the committee 
is well placed to deal with external 
challenges, members are happier, new 
members are attracted to the club and 
partnerships and working relat ionships with 
organisations outside the club, including 
those that can provide financial assistance, 
are more effective and eas ier to build. 

1. The BGA Club Policies Guidance Pack 
Based on recommended best practice and 
existing c lub policies, a compreh nsive 
range of poli y documents, procedures and 
guidance notes he s been created. These 
include the latest version of the BGA Child 
Protection Policy and Procedures that will 
need to be adopted by all clubs. A folder 
with a CD containing all th documents in 

electronic format has been sent to each 
club. The pack is available to download 
from www.gliding.eo.uk/policies. We know 
that clubs have some rea lly effective policies 
in place, but we also know that many clubs 
may have gaps or weuk r areas. In any case, 
to be truly effective, poli cies need to be 
reviewed to ensure that they remain useful 
as servants of the club. A policy shou ld set 
out the requ ired behaviour in J given 
situation; it shou ld not aim to pre-determine 
a future outcome based on past guesswork. 
The pack should prove helpful to clubs as 
they review their existing processes. 

If you are reading th is as a club member 
rather than a club official, your role wi ll be 
to respond to the committee as and when 
they consult you about your club's pol icies. 
This will help them to put in place effective 
and practica l policies and procedures 
so that you and your fellow lub members 
(i ncluding the committee!) can get on with 
the important business of having fun and 
fly ing as much as possible. 

The BGA secured funding from Sport 
England for this project because it was able 
to demonstrate a link between gliding activity 
and phy ica l exercise and that improving 
club membership recru itment and retention 
wou ld help the government to achieve its 
stated PPS3 targets of increasing the number 
of people taking regu l<1r exercise. 

2. Club accreditation 
The scheme focuses on activities for young 
pilots and is unlikely to be for al l c lubs in 
the land. In addition to raising the club's 
profile with the local sports and funding 
networks, benefits include marketing and 
membership opportunities. Sports clubs that 
have been through the accreditation process 
report a rise in the numbers of volunteers 
that get involved with running the club. We 
have developed a "playing programme" that 
details a minimum operating framework of 
criteria that clubs must meet in order to 
qualify. The key word here is minimum and 
the programme has been specifical ly 
designed to draw on existing BGA systems. 

So for instance, to qualify, a club must offer 
coaching (tha t is, instruction) for a min imum 
of one day per week in 40 weeks of the 
year, with the evidence being the BGA 
annual return. Supporting documentation for 
the accred itation process has been included 
in the Club Policies Guidance Pack. 

As I write, four clubs are discussing w ith 
their local County Sports Partnerships (CSP) 
whether they wish to pi lot Sport England 
Clubmark accreditation for BGA clubs. The 
BGA is not currently working towards 
b coming licensed to accredit clubs itself; 
instead is taking advantage of the resources 
available from CSPs ro support clubs as they 
go through the process. This brings the 
added benefi t of building strong working 
partnersh ips between gl id ing clubs and Sport 
England. We wi ll in due course look at ways 
of accrediting clubs outside England. 

CASC status - a reminder 
Gl iding clubs ·om' in a bewildering variety 
of legal shape and configurations. However, 
many have been able to onfigur ' them
selves as required to become registered w ith 
the Inland Revenue as a CAS ( ommun ity 
Amateur Sports Club). Benefi ts include a 
standard 80 per cent rate relief (w hich is not 
discret ionary) and th possibili ty of applying 
for discretionary relief on the remaining 
20 per cent. Thr~re is also much to be made 
of the Gift Aid scheme. Recent figures from 
the Central Council for Physica l Kecreation 
show that as at th end of October 2007, 
4,528 clubs are now re >istered under the 
scheme and have so far claimed benefi ts 
estimated to be worth £22 .8m. Of th is, 
£3.3m has been claimed under the Gift Aid 
scheme despite 90 per cent of those clubs 
registered preferring to let the Treasury keep 
Gift Aid money that rightfully belongs to the 
clubs (or wou ld do if they ci<Jimed it). This 
could be interpreted as giving easy tax 
benefits to the Government! For details of 
how your club could help limit th is leakage 
of cash, visit www.cascinfo.eo.uk/giftaid! 

Alison@gliding.co.uk 

D EVELOPMENT TEAM ADVISORS 
The BGA is seeking volunteers to join the team of expert advisors attached to the Development Comm ittee, who together pro
vide support and advice to clubs, assisting them with their successful management and development. 
In order t o support the existing team of professionals and volunteers, there is a need for specialist experience and expertise in 
the following areas: Site moving; Club strategy development; Environmental management; Volunteer management; Financial 
management and funding; IT Management; Building and project management; HR. Individuals recru ited to these positions are 
likely be asked to contribute to the development of guidance material for clubs, to advise individual clubs on a particular issue as 
needed and contribute to the occasional Development Committee meeting. 

If you think you could contribute to any of these voluntary positions, please initially contact the Chairman of the Development 
Committee, via the BGA Office, specifying which area interests you and asking f or a description of the role. 

February - Marcll 2008 

Diana King, Chairman, BGA Development Committee, 
British Gliding Association, Kimberley house, Vaughn Way, Leicester LE1 4SE 

Tel: 0116 2531051 Fax: 0116 2515939 Email: office@gliding.co.uk 
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NEW FORMAT FOR THE BGA WEEKEND 

Something for everyone 
"A must-attend event" 

"lt gets better every year" 

" ... the real value is being able 
to talk to others" 

T
HESE, writes Alison Randle, are just a few 

of the comments from the 7S delegates 
to last yea r's Chairmen's Conference and 

Treasurers' Forum. Grt•atly valued by gliding 
c lub offic ials beca use it focuses on the practical 
issues their clubs face, the annual Chairmen's 
Conference ha s evo lved over the past decade. 
In recent years, it has been one of the twl) main 
events the BGA regularly organises. The other, of 
course, held each spring, is th e "BGA w eekend" 
- the Association 's AGM and Conference, which 
includes its awards ceremony and dinner dance. 

Whil e all are w elcome to the BCA w eekend, 
the Chairmen 's Conference, traditi onally held 
each autumn, was devised purely for BGA club 
chairmen or nominated committee coll eagues . 
In 2006, speciali st sessions for c lub treasurers 
- thl' Treasurers ' Forum - w ere added for 
the first time. 

The success of this has now inspired a review 
of the ex istin g BGA events format; and the 
teams behind bo th the BGA w eekend and the 
Chairmen's Conference are working together to 
bring together opportunities for pveryone under 
one roo f on one day. 

To provide targeted surport to the full range of 

hardworking and indispensable volunteers wh o 
run clubs vvhile still w elcoming all corners with 
an interes t 1n gliding, the plan for 2008 is to 
have two conferences - for the former. a 
Governance Conference and, for the latter, 
a Sporting Conference. The two will run 
alongside one another, with a break so that all 
c,1n ,1ttend the AGM and certain other session s. 

Th e Governance Conference (see opposite 
below) will consist of a set of p<t rall el session:, 

of varying lengths for club officials as well Js the 
chance to compare notes with your colleagues . 

The Jlllrlin • Cuni •r nu• (see below) will offer 
general interest sessi ons, as the BGf\ weekend 
has in previous years, for those glider pilots 
who aren't on gliding club committees, or find 
themselves with time between sessions. 

What does the new format elm to achieve? 
Furthering the B 1'\s missio n "t provide 
effective lea dership and co ntinuity of gliding 
and soaring in the UK", w e will be gathering 
expertise to create stimulating sessions for 
the benefit of the sport o f gliding in the UK. 
We will preserve the essence of the Chairmen's 
Conference, which is hi ghly v<Jiued as a chance 
tu focus on pertinent issues, to sh<lre experience 
with o ther club ch <l irmen and to network. 
The organisationJI teams have already been 
seeking suitabl e speJkers, from both within and 
beyond gliding, to put together relevant and 
thought-rrovoking sessions to suprort the work 
of the volunteers who run gliding. On these 
p<1ges, we've included as much detail as w e 
Gl n at the time of writing (j ust before Christm as). 

Successful clubs, happy pilots - that's what we all want, and the 2008 BGA weekend aims to help volunteers to 

run the former while also providing sporting sessions that put a smile on everyone's face (A/ison Rand/e) 
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We hope this will whet your appetite to attend 
and to look for more detail, which you can find 
on www.gliding.co. uklconference 

M ost of all , don't forget to put the elate in your 
di ary, to book your place now if you 're pl anning 
to at tend the Governance Conference - and 
why not remind your fri ends and colleagues 
at the c lub, too ? 

Feature Session - Raising our Game 
We will be maximising opportunity, time and 
energy by bringing everyone together to discuss 
issues o f interest to more than one type of club 
o ffici al. vVe expect discussion on sports c lub 
management, specifi cally how to help clubs 
recognise their own potential , including looking 
at how clubs meet those chall enges that threa ten 
survival or otherwise prevent clubs from 
thriving. At the time of writing w e arc lining up 
an exciting speaker from outside gliding. 
This session will be open to all - regardless of 
whether o r not you are on <1 committee! 

The BGA Annual General Meeting 
Thi s i> a cruci al pa rt of the day - the HGA is 
your Association - and everyone is invited to 
find ou t what is being planned by your BGA for 
the year ahead (and beyond) as w ell as to hear 
the Association's officers present repo rts relating 
to recent BGA ~1ctivity. Your ow n club 's previously 
nominated representative - usually the ch<Jirman 
if pres tc~ nt on the day - is eligibl e to vote. 

The exhibition 
All manner o f gli d in g-related merchand ise and 

More gliding fun, 
whatever you fly 

THE BGA's Sporllng Confer nee, unlike the 
accompanying Governance Conference, does not 
require advance booking and it's open to all -just 
turn up and register on the day. The format will be 
highly recognisable to anyone who has attended 
previous BGA weekends. The day is designed to be 
entertaining and informative and is for any glider 
pilots (and their partners), from the newest arrivals 
in the sport to pilots in the British Team, whatever 
your personal gliding ambition might be. 
As in previous years, sessions will focus on gliding 
experience or closely related subjects that are of 
interest to glider pilots. For 2008, the European 
Open Class Champion and BGA Executive 
Committee member Pete Harvey is leading the co
ordination of the agenda and he already has an 
exciting list of potential topics and speakers. This 
will include John Williams' extraordinary wave flights 
in Scotland, ideas on exciting places to go to fly and 
on the psychological aspects of flying. See the 
advert on the inside front cover of this issue for 
more details of everything that's on offer. 

Sailplane & Gliding 

www.glirlingco.uk/conference


Governance Conference ·PI.,.,.., boalc your place throu1h 1/oe BGA Ofrl~e ----------------------------. 

09:00 10:00 11:00 11:15 11:00 ll:OO 

Sporting Conference 
Open 14 all • no (tftd 10 book 

MAllS ON SUrTE 

14:00 15:00 16:00 17:00 18:00 

The diagram above is intended to illustrate how the various strands of a packed day are interwoven but please note that rooms, exact timings and details of content may change 

wares will be available for you to look at and to 

buy. You could purchas anything from an item 

of clothing (and take it to another stand to get it 

embroidered to a design of your choice) to a 

new glider. Already got a glider you're happy 

w ith? Then there will be a range of technologica l 

gadgets and gizmos just begging to be re-housed 
in your instrument panel. And, of course, you ' ll 

be able to try out the new BGA Simulator. 

The annual dinner and awards ceremony 
This is the big socia l gathering of UK gliding, 

with plenty of opportunity to catch up with 

friends from other clubs, to meet new people 

and to talk about plans for the season ahead and 

to reminisce about adventures from last year. The 

formal dinner is followed by the presentation of 

awards to wi nners of BGA Cups and Troph ies 

following meritorious perfo rmances both in and 

out of the cockpit in the last year. As last year, 
the fun Casino event with various prizes will be 

followed by l ive music. If you p refer a mo re 

gentle evening, Hell idon Lakes has numerous 

areas for quiet conversation. Dinner t ickets are 

available from the BGA: they sold out last year, 

so book early to avoid disappointment. 

The venue and accommodation 
Hellidon Lakes near Daventry offers a great deal 

besides commendable conference and hotel 

facilities. Not only is i set in g lorious country

side, but other available activities include golf, 

wa lks, bowling, swimming, gym, pampering 

faciliti and so on. So if you 're bringing some-

one who would rather avoid spend ing the day 

with glider pilots, they' ll be spoilt for cho ice for 

alternative activities. Given that a large hote l is 

not to everyone's taste, a I ist of alternative loca I 
accommodation is avai lab le. 

So there we have it, a day with something ~ 
for everyone - can you afford to miss it? 

BGA Governance and Sporting Conferences 
- make a note in your diary now: Saturday, 
March 8, 2008, at Hellidon Lakes Hotel near 
Daventry, and remember to book if you 
want to attend the Governance Conference. 
For details, see the inside front cover of this 
S&G or www.gliding.eo.uk/conference 

Great ideas, contacts and support for club officials 
THE Governance Conference involves four parallel 

sessions for a whole range of club officials. Fear not, 

as you can see from the diagram, these don't last all 

day and we are structuring them so that you can also 

attend sporting sessions and the BGA AGM and visit 

the exhibition. 

Club delegates will need to secure their place at 

the Governance Conference by paying a small 

booking fee to the BGA. That also ensures you get 

a free lunch, coffee and tea. The BGA is sorry that 

the ·level of planning needed for Governance 

sessions means we won't be able to accommodate 

officials who turn up without booking. 

Making it happen in real tile: The way for clubs to 

get the most out of the day is to send officials to each 

parallel session, who can arrange to meet and swap 

ideas when they get back to the club so they can 

work out how to use to best advantage what each of 

them has learned. Given that the event lasts for just 

one day and the issues affecting clubs are often 

complex and "interlinked, it is simply not practical to 

expect one delegate to be able to cover all relevant 
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topics. We are designing the sessions so that they com

plement each other while trying not to repeat ourselves 

-and where information needs to go to everyone, we 

plan to put it in one of the sessions that are open to all. 

However, we also plan to use different sessions to 

examine differing aspects of the same issues. 

The Chairmen's Conference: The style of the day will 

be highly recognisable to those who have attended 

before {although in 2008, we've dropped syndicate ses

sions). After consulting you, we are again using the 

c.lub slots to investigate topics of interest to participants 

whilst giving clubs the chance to share experiences 

and to learn from one another. Phil Burton will brief 
chairmen on the important changes, with implications 

for all clubs. in the new legislation to protect children 

and vulnerable adults. Roger Coote will present a 

session on the rating of airfields. There will also be the 

all-important session on safety. a BGA briefing and 

aspects of membership recruitment and retention. Club 

secretaries are most welcome to join the chairmen. 

The Treasurers' Forum: This will again be led by the 

BGA Treasurer. John Birch. In addition to briefings on 

the latest situation with regard to insurance and so 

on, the forum will involve the sharing of good practice 

in relation to the financial management and associated 

challenges of running a gliding club. 

The Operational Forum: This is new in 2008 and is 

an opportunity for those involved with the operational 

side of gliding, such as CFis, and Club Safety and 

Technical Officers. to get together. Led by the newly 

formed BGA Operations Working Group, it will include 

presentations on safety and pilot licensing. 

The Membership and Marketing Forum: How to 

gain and retain members will be under the spotlight. 

After another round of the BGA's successful marketing 

seminars earl ier in 2008, lhe Communications and 

Marketing Committee is drafting in an external speaker 

for those involved with gliding club marketing. 

Other sessions: These will include a drop-in SLMG 

surgery run by Andy Miller, SRE Motorgliders; 

a session by Phil Burton for Child Protection Officers 

and people running club youth schemes; and one for 

Regional Technical Officers, run by Jim Hammerton. 
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PLATYPUS 

lt seems like yesterday 
MY LIFE changed early in 1958, just a few 
months into my first, deeply depressing 
Stock Market jobl , when I was lunching at 
a little resta urant run by a cheerfu l blonde 
fema le owner. Lunch cost three shil lings 
and sixpence or 17.5p, which matched the 
va lue of the daily luncheon vouchers I 
received from my employers in the fin ancial 
distri ct of London, otherwise known as the 
Square Mil e or The City. (When Goring 
heard the British Broadcast ing orporation 
announce in September 1940 "The City is in 
fl ames" he fondly but: falsely imagined that 
the whole of London - some 60 times that 
area - was being incinerated. ) 

There I saw a young trader wearing a club 
tie- everyone who desired respectability in 
the Stock Exchange wore club ti es in those 
days- in navy blue wi th a pattern of light 
blue aircraft in planform wi th long skinny 
wings. Having read Kronfeld 's Gliding & 
Soaring some 12 years earlier and having lost 
model gliders over the horizon in thermals, 
I knew whilt that pattern symboli sed and 
asked the young man if he was a member of 
a gliding club. He was indeed, and gave me 
the address of the London GC and the name 
of Ray Stafford-1\ llen, the manager. The 
young man said he lived for gliding cllld 
never missed the opportunity to fl y. I wrote 
to Mr Stafford-1\llen and <:~sked how much 
time and training one ne ded to get a C 
badge. (Kronfeld's 1931 book had convinced 
me that the C badge constituted a pretty 
serious level of skill to ai m for.) f\ letter 
ca me back full of characteri stic Ray-Stafford-
1\llen-ish bonhomi e, making it clear that 
I should come as soon as possible and that 
the Si lver C was the very least I shou ld 
aspire to. I thought, Gosh! 

Up till then I had on ly once set eyes on 
a Silver C badge in real life, on the chest 
of the Rf\F officer in charge of a bunch 
of us schoolboy-cadets at Castl e Bromwich 
aerodrome in 1949. There the object was 
a) to manufacture the maximum number of 
f\ certificates by high-intensity so lo training 
and b) not to get too many schoo lboys 
killed. (I succeeded on both counts.) I noted 
that the second objective had much lower 
priority than the first, parents in those days 
being less inclined than nowadays to sue the 
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King2 for the sudden and tragic loss of their 
offspring, which did happen from time to 
time. I was quite overawed at that Silver 
Badge on the blue uniform - this was 
Superman, here was one of Kronfeld 's 
heroes! So I did know what was meant by 
Ray's incitement to go for a Silver C. 

I enrolled for a five-day course and on 
May 12, 1958 tr;welled from London by a 
very slow Green Line bus to Dunstabl e town 
centre and then walked two miles to the 
London GC on the Downs, made famous in 
Terence Horsley's books . 

(lt was more than four yea rs later, by the 
way, in late summer 1962, th at I bought a 
car, a used VW Beetl e. Meantime, before I 
got the ca r, I had owned shares success ively 
in a Kite 1, a K-7 two-seater and a Sky lark 
3f. You see, I had my priorities right. The 
Skylark 3f was almost the first new thing 

'I was slightly disappointed that the smooth 
grassy contours of Dunstable Downs shown 
in photographs of the 1930s had given way 

to dense vegetation and infant trees' 

I ever owned; my first bike and even my first 
long trousers had been secondhand. (Will 
you please stop trying to make the younger 
readers feel bad about their ridiculously 
pampered existence these days? it does the 
circulation ofS&G no good at all! Ed.) 

Crabbi ng sideways along the ridge under a 
layer of slate-grey clouds, there were, exactl y 
as portrayed in the class ic texts, sailplanes 
w ith unimaginJbly long w ings- 18 metres! 
I was thrill ed. They were, I discovered, the 
Club Sky, Geoffrey Stephenson 'sl Skylark 3 
and the Club's Skylark 3, all looking very 
much like the pattern on the young man's 
tie. Smaller gliders grovelled in and out of 
the bushes on the ridge. ,v\aybe it was th en 
that the durable, if very occas ionJ II y 
misguided, philosophy ofTINSFOS4 crept 
into my soul. Big wings meant you could 
literall y look down on littl e w ings, or 
better sti ll watch th em scurry through the 
Tradesmen's Entrance to a hurried landing 
and a chat w ith the CFI , or pile into J bush 
on the hill, or land on the golf course on the 
plateau behind the ridge. 

I was slightl y disappointed that the smooth 
grassy contours of Dunstable Downs shown 
in photographs of the 1930s had given way 

to dense vegetation and infant trees. Thi s 
cover no doubt helped the loca l couples in 
thei r locJ I coupl ing, but pilots debated 
whether thi s (the dense vegetat ion, not the 
coup ling) spoiled the laminar flow of the 
ridge lift. Those vital issues aside, what we 
do know is that the cruel and deliberate 
introduction of myxamatos is after World War 
Two kill ed off the rabbits that had previously 
nibbled the vegetation to the texture of an 
undulating billi ard-table. The rabbits are 
back now, but the hushes and trees are big 
enough to be nibble-proof. 

I often wonder how life would have 
turned out if, instead of button-holing the 
young broker, I had chatted up the delightful 
young ca fe-owner. 

f\s for the young man with the c lub ti e, 
despite his avowed pass ion for the sport, 
I never saw him aga in. IL was clear Fate had 
sent him to me as a messenger and, hJving 
steered me away from the cute cook towards 
cu-nims, he returned to that spirit world 
from wh ich he had surely come. 

Was it a helicopter, 
a box kite, or an airship? 
Last December 17th I rai sed a glass to the 
Wright Brothers, who made their first 
powered flights on that day 104 years ago. 
Th ~ small news item be low seems to have 
been considered important enough to have 
Jppeared <Jt the very top of the front page of 
the New York Times, at the head of the sixth 
of seven co lumns. (The New York Times is a 
very great paper but its design and generiJ I 
eye-appea l are not much furth er ahead even 
now, owing to lack uf competition .) 

AIRSHIP AFTER BUYER 
Inventors of North Carolina Box Kite 

Machine Want Government to Purchase it 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 25- The inventors 
of the airsh ip which is said to have made 
several successful t'lights in North 
Carolina, near Kitty Hawk, are anxious to 
sell the use of their device to the 
Government. They claim that they have 
soh,ed the problem of aerial navigation, 
and have never made a failure of any 
attempt to t7y. Their machine is an 
adaptation of the box kite idea, with a pro-
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peller working on a perpendicular shaft to 
raise or lower the craft, and another work
ing on a horizontal shaft to send it for
ward. The machine, it is said, can be raised 
or lowered with perfect control, and can 
carry a strong gasoline engine capable of 
making a speed of ten miles an hour. The 
test made in North Carolina will be fully 
reported to the Ordnance Board of the 
War Department, and if the machine 
commends itself sufficiently, further tests 
will be made in the vicinity of 
Washington, and an effort made to arrange 
a sa le of the device to the Government. 
The use to which the Government would 
put it would be in scouting and signal work, 
and possibly torpedo warfare. 

The totally erroneous phrase "a propeller 
worki ng on a perpendicular shaft to raise or 
lower the craft, and another working on a 
hori zontal shait to send it iorward" would 
indicate that the journalists thought the 
inventors had built some kind of helicopter. 
Maybe they saw some reference to two 
propellers and assumed (possibly under the 
iniluence of Jules Verne, who imagined 
monster helicopters displacing airsh ips) that 
they each had diiferent roles. The brothers 
are un-nam 'd, and the elates of the claimed 
flights not mentioned. 

All in al l, the journalist, poet and story
teller Rudyard Kipling would not have 
approved of the paper's lack of detailed 
informa tion: 

I keep six honest serving-men 
(They taught me all I knew); 
Their names are What and Why and When 
And How and Where and Who. 
So, although one should make allowances 

for the slow and expensive communications 
of the day, the New York Times got only the 
Where right, with pretty well everything else 
in Kipling's essential checklist either wrong 
or omitted. Looking at Why, I suppose you 
could say the idea of using heilv ier-than-air 
flying machines to drop torpedoes was 
highly prescient, though it on ly rea lly got the 
fu ll attention of the New York Times' readers 
38 years later, on the seventh of the month, 
early on a Sunday morning. 

Platypus's bookshelf 
In my smaller study (don 't you like the 
sound of that, the way it implies that I have 
not only a larger study but a library, plus 
a modest-sized recital room w ith two 
Steinways nnd an adjoining billiard room?) 
I still have some of the pri zes I received 
as a schoolboy in the 1940s. In 1948 I was 
given Terence Horsley's little book Gliding 
and Power Flying as a pri ze in classics 
Latin, Greek etc. This was not just luck- the 
school had an enlightened policy of letting 
boys choose within a range oi prize books; 
I was a fanatical aeromodeller, and was 
preparing to go on my fi rst gl iding course 
a year later, so it was a natural choice. 
Much of the book is humdrum basics- what 
ailerons do, etc - but Horsley was clever 
enough to sell the sizzle as well as the steak. 
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The descriptions of cross-country soaring are 
still exc iting ilnd quite moving, especia lly 
when you think of the unspoilt countryside 
and almost total freedom of airspace pilots 
enjoyed. In the first chapter the anonymous 
pilot climbs away from Dunstable under 
what he ca lls a " front" in a westerly and gets 
to 8,400ft in short order, briefly climbing at 
18 knots- though modern expressions like 
knots are of course not used. I ca lculate he 
must have been smack over the middle of 
Luton during the blackest and roughest part 
of the climb, which if you did it today wou ld 
result in your spending whi:!t should have 
been the best years of your gliding GHeer in 
a crowded and smelly cell. (On the other 
hand in 1960 I scratched <1 ll the way across 
Luton in a very distinguished gaggle, 
including George Burton, Alf Warminger and 
M ick Kaye at 700ft agl, which today would 
also be frowned on, to say the very least.) 

Horsley leaves it unclear whether this 
flight, most probably a compendium of 
different flights by different people, occurred 
before World War Two or after. I suspect 
before the war, since the book w<Js printed 
in 1947; it takes quite a while to write a 
book and find il publ isher (unless you are 
foo lhardy enough to be your own publisher, 
as I wi:!s) and cross-country soaring had 
barely re-started after the World War Two 
ban on glid ing was lifted in 1946. 

The other thing thilt makes me suspect 
that thi s was taken from pre-war accounts 
is that in the 1930s there was an obsession, 
wh ich now seems quaint, with " fronts" . Any 
reasonably darkish clump of cloud coming 

'A Japanese diplomat in Taranto personally 
witnessed this display and was hugely 

impressed by seeing what aerial torpedoes 
-plus surprise- could achieve .. .' 

towards the ridge was described as a "front". 
My guess is that glider pilots had been 
tremendously exc ited by the flights done 
in Germany such as that by Gl.inther 
Groenhoff, who flew the Fafnir along a 
squall line in continuous lift for hundreds 
of kilometres. Sai ling along in this way was 
the ultimate Wagnerian dream of any red
blooded glider pilot. I don't know whether 
after World W<J r Two people became more 
sophisticated about gliding weJther, but 
I have never heard that kind of talk about 
fronts - except in the usual, large-sca le, 
meteorologi cal way- from any soaring pilot 
in the past 50 years. 

For his nom de plume Horsley ca lled 
himself Stringbag. (By the way, don't authors 
give themselves bi zarre pen-names?) 
Stringbag is the affectionate nava l aviator's 
term for the Swordfish torpedo-biplane 
wh ich, despite being horribly obsolete 
doing 90kts with a following wind - helped 
sink the Bismarck by immobili sing its 
rudders, and before that destroyed most of 
the Italian fleet at Taranto in November 
1940. A Japanese diplomat in Taranto Uapan 
and Italy being best mates at the time) 
personally witnessed this display, was hugely 

impressed by seeing what Jerial torpedoes 
- plus surprise- cou ld ach ieve, Jnd phoned 
his fellow-samurai back in Tokyo w ith some 
red-hot news. The rest is history. W hich takes 
us, purely by chance, back one of the few 
items the New York Times managed to get 
right in 1903. 

Let's help launch this 
One definition of true fa me is to have your 
wax effigy on display at M adame Tussaud's. 
But these models of great or notorious 
figures just stand there mute, looking, in my 
opinion, only vaguely like someone you 
have seen on television or in a tabloid 
newspilper. I very much hope that we ciln 
do more for Britain's most famous glider 
pilot, Derek Piggott. Derek was the first pilot 
to succeed in pedalli ng a machine off the 
ground without any external aids. SUMPA 
-Southampton University Man-Powered 
Aircraft - fi rst took off from Lasham's runway 
in November 196 1, All being well, a life
sized model of Derek will not stand silently 
but wi ll be seated, permanently pedal ling 
away in a restored SUMPA in Basingstoke 
and delivering a running commentary in his 
own recorded words. 

W hat I most vividly remember about 
Basingstoke, apart its having grown mightily 
since 1961 when I (in the company of 89 
other nationals competitors, including Derek 
Piggott) first used the thermals arising from 
the town, is tha t if you left it Jt 2,000ft you 
cou ld glide comfortably into Lasham and 
have plenty of height for a circuit. If you left 
much lower you had an exciting time 
scanning possible fields all the way and, 
with luck, getting over the li ne of trees. 

Southampton, Basingstoke and Lasham are 
of course all in Hampshire, and The 
Hampshire Museums and Archive Service 
wou ld like to create this SUMPA exhibit in 
Milestones, Hampshire's Living History 
Museum. However this needs money, and 
the main hoped-for source, Lottery money, 
has been drained by the 2012 Olympic 
Games in London. I sha ll show great 
restra int and not deliver a rant about the 
curse of the Olympics- at least not in this 
edition. In excess of £50,000 is needed to 
restore the aircraft and create the pilot. The 
head oi the Hants Museum Service, Alasta ir 
Penfold, will oversee the fund. He an be 
reached at alistair.penfold@hants.gov.uk 
or 01962 826703 (fax 01962 869836) or 
by post at: H,lmpsh ire Museum Service, 
Chi lcomb House, Chilcomb Lane, 
Winchester S023 8RD 

platsandg@b/ueyonder.co.uk 

1. My salary of £600 had the purchasing-power of £11,000 today. 

which is less than half the national average of £23.500 in 2007. 

2. Our present Queen's reign dales from 1952. So far as I know 

you cannot sue the monarch anyway. 

3. Dunstable's ace pilot. the first to soar across the Channel 

(1939) and National Champion 1959. 

4. For the millionth time: There Is No Substitute For Span 
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COLLISION AVOIDAN CE 

Two views of Flarm 
A decision is expected shortly on the allocation of a UK radio 
frequency, 868.2, for the Flarm anti-collision system. Two clubs 
that have been trialling Flarm describe their experiences- first, 
Yorkshire (below) and then the Scottish Gliding Union (opposite) 

THE Yorkshire Gliding Club at Sutton 
Bank, writes its CFI Richard Cole, 
is one of the UK's most spectacular 

gliding sites. With year-round soaring 
opportunities in ridge, wave and thermal lift, 
the club welcomes visiting glider pilots, and 
has an enviable fleet of club gliders, a Rotax 
Falke and three tow aircraft. Winch launches 
on to the ridge are available, and a recent 
competition wave task for 3.5 gliders was 
launched on to the ridge in just over one 
hour. Local traffic densities during launch 
and getting away were, on this occasion, 
fairly high, but a straightforward climb into 
12,000ft-plus wave lift quickly dispersed the 
competing gliders both horizontally and ver
tically. On a more normal ridge flying day, it 
is not uncommon to have in excess of 10 
gliders soaring at roughly the same altitude 
within Skm of the site, and the "see and be 
seen" principle of collision avoidance can 
(and does) reveal its limitations. 

As a result of a tragic collision between 
two visiting gliders at Sutton Bank in 2006, 
the Club decided to equip its fleet with 
Flarm (Flight alARM). 

Flarm is e sentially a proximity detector 
based on GPS, which operates between 
aircraft in a manner similar loADS-B. The 
device was developed for gliders in an 
attempt to address the serious coli is ion 
hazard encountered in glider mountain 
flying at the traffic densities encountered in 
certain parts of Europe. 

Flarm is designed for gliders, and has an 
audio alarm and a simple visual display. The 
devic det>rmines which of any potential 
conflicts is significant and the audio alarm 
increases in volume as the target approaches. 
The audio alarm can be muted for periods 
when one or more gliders are close for 
significant periods of time. The audio alarm 
automatically comes back on after five 
minutes. 

The device costs less than £500 and has a 
power consumption acceptable for use with 
glider batteries. 

Flarm does suffer from the potential to 
shift a pilot's concentration to inside the 
cockpit (head-down), but the audio alarm is 
intended to minimise this downside. 
Experience shows that under the conditions 
applying in Europe, the device has 
significant advantages, but it is only an aid 
to providing a confliction alert at a greater 
distance than u'halerted see-and-avoid. The 
strong advice is that pilots must not become 
over reliant on the device- vigilant lookout 
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is still required if the device is to have a 
positive effect on flight safety. 

Yorkshire GC acquired enough Flarm sets 
to equip the club fleet, and a significant 
number of private owners have fitted Flarm 
to their gliders. A set with an approved 
audio input to the intercom system is to be 
fitted to the Super Cub, and will be used 
to assess Flarm's usefulness in a tugging 
environment. The two K-21 and the DG-500 
gliders have the Flarm installed in the 
rear seat in order to maximise instructors' 
situational awareness and minimise student 
distraction. The Flarm sets in the K-21 s have 
been installed just below eye-line and do 
not obstruct the available field of view from 
the cockpit; the club single-seaters have a 
simil ar arrangement, and the DG-500 Flarm 
display is fitted in the rear seat instrument 
panel. 

Flarm has proved to be very rei iable; one 
set was returned to the distributor with an 
altitude transducer snag (a replacement 
Flarm was provided), and one has sustained 
some glider-pilot boot damage without 
affecting its operation or performance. 

Club pilots at Sutton Bank are briefed on 
Flarm's application to the see-and-avoid 
principle, and to include th e visual display 
in their normal "lookout-attitude-instrument" 
scan. 

Several copies of the Flarm manual are 
available at the club for self-briefing, and a 
short Flarm report form was published so 
that pilots could provide written feedback 
from their experience with Flarm. 

Some feedback from the reports, along 
with my remJrks in italics, is summarised 
below: 

Flarm audio alert sounds on short finals 
against gliders ahead stopped on the land
ing area, and vice-versa. 

Fly the glider, do not he distracted. Mule 
Flarm during the pre-landing checks, if you 
are happy with the circuit traffic situation. 

Audio alerts in thermals and on a busy ridge 
are very distracting. 

Mute the Flarm and continue to lookout 
and avoid other gliders. Re-read the manual. 

Gliders presenting head-on are practically 
invisible, Flarm enables earlier avoiding 
action by both gliders. 

In normal circumstances you still have to 
see and avoid. Flarm helps put your eyes 
and attention in the right place. 

Above: F/arm in YGC's DG-1000 and, right, alerting 

the pilots to another ridge-soaring glider in Scotland 

" ... flying in wave, near a lenticular ... we 
would have collided ... white gliders near 
white clouds ... Fiarm saved the day." 

One o f three reported near misses thJI 
were avoided thanks to Flarm. 

Before the display 'computed' a direction 
and relative height, the green receive light 
illuminated. 

This is seen during every flight when more 
than one Flarm glider is airborne. Scan the 
display regularly but do not fixate on it or 
your lookout will be compromised. 

Flying with other gliders on the ridge, the 
audio alert goes off in 'very close' mode 
as gliders turn close together. 

This is just what Flarm is designed to do. 
Read the manual and understand what the 
system is giving you. 

Flarm has improved my lookout and 
awareness a lot. 

Say no more. 

In conclusion, Yorkshire GC's experience 
with Flarm during just one gliding season 
has been positive Jnd much more than J 
little enlightening. In an ideal world, every 
glider would be fitted with F!Jrm, but even a 
partial Flarm environment has been shown 
to be noticeably safer. As pilots hJve learned 
to use Flarm and understand its limitJtions, 
the equipment has become an accepted part 
of their aircraft instrumentation. 

Without a great deal of help and enthusiasm from a 

number of sponsoring orgn nisations and individuJis, the 

Club's Flarm project would not have happened. We are 

extremely grateful to all our sponsors ancl individual 

Flarm supporters: Total Fuels; Mclc'an Aviation; North 

Yorkshire Sailplanes; Hill Aviation; lohn Del afield; 

Jamic Quartermaine; Ancly Wright; Davicl Latimer; 

Rory O'Conor. 
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The discussion and conclusions 
here are from the Scottish club's 
trial- you can glean lots more 
useful detail from their full report 

THE main function of Flarm, writes the 
report· of the SGU Flarm Trial Group, 
is as an aid to See and Avoid that can 

alert the pilot to a potential intersection with 
a glider that he may not have been aware of 
because of e.g. poor visibility, poor look out, 
or the other glider being out of his field of 
view. Our experience has shown that in 
general cruising flight, and in low density 
thermal and ridge soaring, Flarm is very 
effective at giving appropriate warnings 
about gliders approaching from a distance 
on a collision or near miss flight path- the 
glider that "just appears out of the hlue". 
However there is a trade-off between the 
benefit of alerts of this type that help the 
pilouo see and avoid such a collision or 
near miss and the distraction of those that 
do not give new information. In general 
local soaring and thermal or wave cross
country flying we conclude that the trade-off 
is very favourable and that widespread use 
of Flarm will be of considerable benefit to 
flight safety. 

Club pilots and instructors ga ined a 
significant amount of experience of ridge 
soaring with Flarm. In a dense low speed 
environment such as local ridge soaring, 
especially, in high winds, we identified some 
issues that tended to reduce the acceptability 
of Flarm. We believe that a combination of 
technical refinement of the software (and, 
possibly, the hardware), combined with pilot 
education about the characteristics and use 
of Flarm, have the potential to increase the 
benefit of Flarm in that situation. 

Although we had less experience of the 
use of Flarm in thermal gaggles our 
impressions tended to confirm the advice 
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from the Flarm manufacturers about the 
primacy of see and avoid over reliance on 
Flarm alerts in gaggles. For example, no 
technical solution can prevent poor airman
ship such as one glider turning into the path 
of another glider that is very close to it. 

Our experience has confirmed that gliding 
imposes very specialist requirements on 
airc raft collision alert systems because of the 
constant glider energy exchanges and, 
frequently, close proximity flying. The fact 

that each Flarm unit broadcasts a glider
specific prediction of its own future path is 
necessary to enable Flarm to operate to 
function satisiactorily in gliding. However, 
that characteristic (as well as the track versus 
heading issue that we have identified) also 
introduces the possibility that some Flarm 
alerts may not be not displayed exactly 
where the pilot might expect from a perfect 
"magic box" if one or other glider's flight 
path varies from Flarm's prediction. We 
believe that the best safety benefit from 
Flarm will be gained when pilots have 
ga ined a full and rea listic idea of the charac
teristics of the system by briefing or training. 

We believe that the Flarm software is 
already very useful for general gliding and 
we recognise that many of the issues and 
technical recommendations we have high
lighted originate from our trial being carried 
out in a different soaring environment from 
previous trials. There are, however, several 
other busy ridge soaring sites in the UK for 
whom our finding may be directly relevant 
and, furthermore, we think that some of our 
technical recommendations may enhance 
the usability of Flarm for all users. 

The trial group at Portmoak hope to 
undertake further analysis and, by providing 
feedback to the manufacturer, to help to 
enhance the contribution Flarm may make 
to flight safety in the future. The Board of 
Scottish Gliding Union have purchased 
Flarm units and displays for both cockpits of 

their two seaters and they are conli nuing to 
use them on an ongoing trial basis and are 
considering whether and how to integrate 
Flarm into their normal flying activities. 

Conclusion and recommendations 
The main outcome was that, overall, Flarm 
would be of considerable benefit to flight 
safety. This benefit will be maximised if the 
technical, human factor and training issues 
we identify are constructively addressed. 
To this end our recommendations are: 

1. The BGA to consider whether it should 
encourage the voluntary uptake of Flarm 
compatible technology in the UK gliding 
fleet over the next two to three years. 

2. Instructional techn iques and materii.lls 
to be developed to aid training about the use 
of Flarm for new and established glider pi lots. 

3. Swiss Fli.l rnl to cont inue addressing the 
specific techn ica l issues ri.lised in Appendix 
1 of the Port moa k report. 

4. Further studies to be considered: 

- The SGU Flarm Triill Group would like 
to repeat the ridge soaring congestion tria l 
after possible future Flarm software revisions 
that address the relevant issues raised in 
Appendix 1. 

- Examination of alternative Flarm 
hardware solutions and displays. 

-Trials of Flarm in flatland thermal 
soaring gliding site . 

Tile Trial Group tf1,1nks tile Board and instructors of the 

Scottish Gliding Centre; Urs Rothacher of Swiss Flarm; 

John De/afield of LX 1\vinnics; and John Ferguson 

The BGA position is to support efforts that will develop 

potential users' understanding oi all the operational 

implications of Flarm. Since many BGA members and 

glider pilots will be interested in the SGU Trial Group 

report -which is not a BGA report - the full text has 

been made available via the Association's website at 

www.gtiding.eo.uk/bgainfo! safetyl sgul1armreport.pdf 
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GLORY DAYS 

A great confidence booster 
In the final part of our series on 
2007's glory days, Andy Holmes 
(this column) and Jed Edyvean 
(see opposite) tell the stories of 
their first 750s, flown on July 30 

AS I rolled to a halt <J t Bicester, it was 
just before 19.1 Ohrs on Monday, 
July 30, 2007. I'd been airborne for 

most of the day- my task had taken just 
under nine hours. At that point, if I'd even 
seen another Geo Bar I think I would have 
been sick. My main emotion was disbelief 
- I'd actually done it and it had been 
relatively straightforward. In <J daze, my 
girlfriend Claire and I parked the glider and 
phoned for some pizzas to be delivered. 
Just another day's gliding. Yeah, right! 

lt all started at the Bicester Regionals, 
which the previous year I'd flown quite well. 
However, in 2007 a mixed bag of bad luck, 
lack of practice, some iffy dec ision-making 
and try ing to fly too heavy led to a poor 
result. I started to get in the groove towards 
the end of the comp and, w ith time off 
aftervvards, decided to watch the weather in 
case it was worth staying a few extra days. 
Sever<:~ I of us spotted it looked promising for 
the days immediately after the comp, and 
the met man Jlso highlighted this in the 
briefing on the last day. 

No plans developed unti l late Sunday 
evening, when Mike Pettican Jnd I checked 
through the met on the interne!. The best 
task area looked to be a classic north-south 
zigzag w ith 500km-plus on the cards. Out 
came the maps and lpaqs ancJ we messed 
around swapping TPs and ideas until, much 
later than int nded, we had a rough pion for 
a 750 and a 00. I slept well but woke eJrly, 
as I was quite exci ted about the prospect of 
an early stJrt for J big flight. At OS.DOhrs I 
was mess ing w ith my lpoq to test the idea 
I'd hod in the middle of the night <:~bout a 
remote start. At about 06.4 I gave up trying 
to get bJck to sleep Jnd wa pleasJntly 
surprised when Cla ire said she was hoppy to 
help me rig straight away to make sure I wils 
ready early enough. 

By 08.30 we were eilting sausage toasties, 
with the glider a l re<:~dy rigged - 18 metres 
with 100 litres of water in - and parked 
ready to go at the launchpoint. I felt this was 
a good compromise for the wing load ing 
between being able to cl imb well early in 
the day and being Jble to cruise fast later 
on. Breakfast was spent looking at the task 
on the map and w ishing I was ready earlier 
(it looked launchable from before 09.00hrs). 
But I was quite relaxed, as I knew that if 
I launched by 1 0.00, I was in with a chance. 

After final preparations (loggers, map 
marking, paper\.,ork and a chat with Mike 
about how to do the remote-start tow), I took 
the first launch of the day at 09.55, north 
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towards my remote start at Silverstone. The 
air felt buoyant, w hich gave me confidence 
that I wasn't too ea rl y. Cloudbase was 
already 3,000ft above Bicester. I releusecl 
above cloud at 1 0.05, planning a high 
start/high finish wi thin the 1 ,000-metre rule. 
I didn't do a high-speed release from tow or 
anything clever li ke that - it didn't seem 
necessary. Ten minutes later I wJs heading 
south, east of Bicester, and reporting my first 
2-3kts average to others waiti ng to launch. 
I turned the radio off, as I find it a distrac
tion, and also tq save my butteries. Time to 
concentrate on covering some ground. 

1\lly main concern on the fi rst leg to Butser 

'To the south west I could see 
low scraggly wisps of cloud in 

lots of blue- sea air- while 
I was under a large black street' 

Hill was that thermals in some areas might 
not yet have started properly. So I took it 
steady ilnd climbed at every opportun ity. 
This, coupled wi th the tili lwind, meant that 
the first leg was at a respectable speed, 
considering it was all flown before 11 .20. 
Passing Lasham area on the way south at 
11.1 0, condi tions were rea lly staring to brew 
up w ith my first good climbs to over 4,000ft 
amsl and useful streeting. I recognised Pete 
Masson's DG and switched the radio on to 
see what he was planning. Pete was starting 
his 500km heading north, w hile I left th 
thermal in the opposite direction for Butser 
Hill. We wished each other good luck and 
got on our way. 

Good streeting und 4-5kt climbs meant 
the next leg towards Gainsborough began 

rea lly wel l; I was heuding north past Bicester 
by 12.35, having already clone about 
230km. North and north-east the sky looked 
poor but sorne caution and a detour west of 
track, which seemed necessary all the way 
to the Leicester airspace, kept me moving 
w ith averJge climbs still around 3kts. The 
weather frorn here onwards was fantastic 
with strong c limbs, good runs and cloudbase 
around 6,000ft amsl. 

On a big task, I l ike to have decided on 
ba llpark times for va rious points so I can 
assess progress and cut short if necessury. 
I thought 15.00hrs at Gainsborough would 
mean th is task was on; 18.00 at the last turn 
(Petersfield West) would give me a chance of 
getting home. lt was a fantastic feeli ng to 
turn Gainsborough at 14.55 under a great 
sky, und have the w ind behind me again. 
I saw quite a few other gliders all turning 
Gainsborough; it was nice to have company, 
particularly from the two other 18-metre 
LS8s of Paul Fritche and Graham Drury, and 
al so Ti m Macfadyen in his ASVV 20. I th ink if 
everyone turning Gainsborough that day had 
landed there, we would have had enough 
pilots to start a new gliding club. Conditions 
further north looked great - I must get the 
northern map for my next big flight. 

The run south required a simiiJr route to 
the previous leg, although luckily the tricky 
bit between Bicester und Leicester was less 
pronounced. M y biggest chance to have 
improved my speed was here, though: 
conditions were very good w ith huge clouds 
marking multiple cores. 1t was a reminder 
that it pays to search under the whole cloud 
as much as possible, or you can easi ly climb 
at 3kts when 5kt-plus is available. Th is is 
tricky when the clouds are so huge. 

Passing Bicester again on the way south at 
16.35 wi th about 5SOkm completed I gave 
them a CJ II to tell them the task looked on 
and I was continuing. Conditions were still 
good w ith cloudbase at 5, 500-6,000ft amsl 
and the best climbs still averaging 4kts. The 
view from the Didcot area towards Lasham 
was something I've seen a lot return ing to 
Lasham at the end of a good day. Off to the 
south west I could see low scraggly wisps of 
cloud amongst lots of blue- sea air - while 
I was under the centre of a large black street 
that covereci a wide area. In the pilst, I'd 
done best in this situation by going hJrd 
right to the western, sunny edge of the street 
then turning along it to run in good lift. 
On this occasion I went towards Newhury 
before tu rning <:~ lo ng the unny edge and 
was rewarded w ith some great climbs for the 
time oi day, and some fantastic runs in the 
exact direction I needed to go. This got me 
to Petersfield West at 17.40 wi th just over 
1 OOkm to go and still at 5,300ft amsl, 20 
minutes ahead of my ta rget time of 18.00hrs. 

The last leg went back along the same 
energy line and the only difficulty was 
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choosing when to leave the comfort of the 
street, as I was heading way too far west. 
After a bit of indecision just west of 
Newbury- I was now getting a bit tired 
- I eventually took a long glide under the 
huge street and the large blue, sinky gap 
beyond it to arrive at the Didcot area, where 
I connected with 3kt irom 2,500ft amsl. 
I took this to about 2,000ft above glide for 
Bicester, as I couldn't remember my exact 
start height and I didn't want to mess up the 
1 ,000-metre rule. I set off for home, elated 
that something would have to go seriously 
wrong now for me not to get back. After a 
relaxed glide over the airfield, during which 
I ran through a couple of 2kt thermals just 
south of Bicester (cou ld I have gone further?), 
I dumped all my water and flew a nice, big, 
easy circuit to make sure I did a decent 
landing when absolutely bushed. 

Writing this three weeks later, what are my 
lasting memories of the flight? Firstly, I' m not 
sure I ever decided to do a 750. We just 
looked at the weather, planned some tasks, 
and as it looked like an early start I thought, 
why not? Secondly, at no stage in the flight 
was I in doubt that I could complete it: it 
was just a case of launching early enough, 
making sensible decisions and staying out of 
trouble. Having a sponge bag and towel with 
me was quite a fun idea. As the next day 
looked good, my plan was not to worry 
about retrieves but just to keep going if it got 
tricky and land at a gliding club if necessary, 
for a launch the following day to ily home. 

lt was great seeing other gliders at various 
points in the flight and I enjoyed checking 
the ladder afterwards to see where people 
went. Well done, all. During more than nine 
hours in the cockpit, a bit of company and 
someone to fly with for a while helps keep 
you sane. Another thing that stands out was 
the feeling of everyone helping me get 
launched in time and wanting me to succeed 
-particular thanks to Claire and to Mike. 
I couldn't have done it without your help. 

The flight still seems like a dream: it all 
went so well. I can't believe I did it. lt was 
so much fun and a great confidence booster 
to plan, manage and complete a 750. lt had 
such an effect on my flying and confidence 
that at my next camp the following week, 
I achieved my best ever resul t (fourth) in the 
Midland Regionals at Hus Bos. This was 
mainly due to having the confidence to make 
my own judgments about the weather, tactics 
and decision-making and take a reduced 
interest in what other pilots were doing. 

If you're struggling in camps, try a big 
flight on your own to boost your confidence 
in your own ability. 

Finally, I feel very lucky that we chose the 
right turning points, which kept me in the 
best weather. There is a large amount of luck 
in forecasting the right task· area for big 
flights and I think we got this one right. 
Thank you to all the glider pilots who spend 
their time providing us all with really useful 
weather inforrtlation on the interne!. Without 
this help it would be difficult for us to spot 
these good days and pick the right task. 
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I wonder if we could have done 1 ,OOOkm 
HAVING retired to bed the previous evening 

early, I had no idea that Mike Pettican and Andy 
Holmes had spent a large part of their time stuck 

in front of the task planning computer (long into 

the night) at Bicester and when Mike shoved the 
task sheet at me at 07.45hrs I was distinctly 

unimpressed. A little later, however, under the 
shower I thought "hmm- why not?" So a second 

look at the task and I realised that there were a 
number of options available if the weather did 
not live up to expectations (SIL-BUT-BIC is 

around 180km, SIL-BUT-GAI-BIC roughly 600km). 
The Nimbus is kept rigged at Bicester so all 

I had to do was remove the covers and tow the 

glider around to the water point. Whilst the water 
was going In I did a Dl: I had to remove the seat 
pan and give the glider a thorough going over to 
check that the Short-tailed Vole that had joined 

me for a wave flight the previous day had not 

taken up permanent residence. 
Whilst I was conscious that time was passing 

I wasn't too concerned: having flown a 660km 

task from Lasham a few years before I knew that 
I could delay my take-off until 11.30-ish. 
I grabbed some food and water to take with me 

and by 10.20 had towed the Nimbus to the 

launchpoint. Andy had taken off 40 minutes 
before and reported conditions were already 

good so I launched and pulled off tow at 

Silverstone at 3,200ft at 11.35; cloudbase was 
around 2,700ft (all heights agl Bicester); 

thermal strengths were already 3-4kts and I 
meandered down towards the first TP, initially 

keeping my inter-thermal speed down to around 
60-70kts, which at 750kg is not far off best glide 

in the Nimbus. By the time I arrived in the 
L..asham area the cloudbase had risen to 3,500ft 

and I upped my inter-thermal speed to 7o-80kts. 
I rounded the first TP, Butser Hill, at 11.35, giving 
a leg speed of 120kmlh. 

Passing west of Reading on the second leg, 
I found that cloudbase and thermal strength 

continued to improve; I increased my cruising 
speed to 80-90kts. I also deviated slightly east of 

track to avoid the corner of the Daventry CTA at 
FL45 at Northampton: this, it turned out, was a 
complete waste of time. 

Passing Silverstone, cloudbase had reduced 
to 4,500ft and at Northampton was down at 

4,000ft; the thermal strengths had also reduced 
with long distances between good usable 

thermals. These conditions persisted until north 
of Melton Mowbray, whereupon I burst out into 

a classic-looking sky and was able to start romp

ing along again. Cloudbase was now up to 
almost 5,500ft; I turned Gainsborough at 14.32, 
giving a leg speed of 91 km/h. 

The conditions remained good for the start of 

the third leg but I could see that I would be flying 
back in to the area of bad weather. I realised that 

this was being created by an influx of moister air 

through the Cheshire gap so I topped up as high 
as I could near L..angar and slowly pushed back 
into the murk. 

In terms of performance the Nimbus towards 
the higher speed ranges is beginning to lose out 

Jed (left) and Andy celebrate at a post-flight barbecue 

to the current generation of 15/18-metre ships but 

when you bring the speed back to best glide the 

Nimbus just keeps going on and on and on and 
that's where big wings reign supreme. My wife 

Susy was with me at Blcester - she had taken the 

week off work, just like me, and although her bad 
back has improved and stabilised a Nimbus de-rig 
induced relapse is probably not the best present 

that I could give her. Not having arranged any other 
crew, I was forced to stop and climb a number of 
times in weaker thermals just to stay high. 

South of Hus Bos I climbed up to final glide 
height for Blcester and decided that if conditions 
didn't Improve that was as far as I was going to go, 

and set off back towards home. I came out of the 
crud at Silverstone and at Turweston had a good 

strong thermal up to a much higher cloudbase. I 
could see that conditions were looking good again 

so I revised my decision and decided to continue at 

least as far as Didcot; another good climb near 
Chalgrove thwarted my plan to pass west of 
Hampstead Norris and I was forced to break off 

good climbs to stay out of the LTMA. 
At Basingstoke I could see a clear line of energy 

all the way to Petersfield. I ran down this street and 

arrived at the TP at 17.00hrs at 5,000ft, giving a leg 
speed of 107kmlh. 

The last leg was the best: after rounding the TP 
I returned along the same cloud street to 
Basingstoke then diverted west of track to take 

advantage of higher airspace levels: one climb to 
cloudbase (nearly 6,000ft) south of Newbury; dive 

under L9 and home via Didcot, starting at 90kts 

then passing abeam Oxford accelerating up to 
120kts for the remainder of the flight; yes, I know, 
far too high at Newbury but, hey, it's not a race, 
landing back at Bicester at 17.54hrs. 

Total time on task 7hrs 20mins - average speed 
over the distance of 758km was 103kmlh. 

Given that I could have started almost an hour 

earlier and that Andy landed some two hours after 

I did I will let you ask yourself: could it have been 
1,000km? 

And the next day (Tuesday) was almost as good 

but I just pottered around a 500. ~ 

For accounts of other 750s flown on July 30 and 31 and 

in early August, see the October-November S&G, p28 

and the December-January issue, p22. 
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The new BGA si m has 
Roddy Maddocks looks at the 
Mark 11 version of the BGA's 
very popular soaring simulator 

THE original BGA soaring simulator, 
bui!t more th;:m five yea rs ago, was 
suffering from wear after yea rs ol 

extensive use <Jnd so the Association took 
the decision to invest in a new version. 

"The simul ator is an excellent vehicle for 
promotion <J ncl showcas ing of th e sport in 
a variety of venues," exp lains 1'vlarilyn Hood, 
chair of the BGA Comm unicat ions and 
Marketing Comm ittee. Some team members 
involved in the original construction 
-namely lain Evans of Shirenewton 
Sailplanes, assisted by Jon Hall and Paul 
Shuttleworth of Gliding Shop - drew up 
a proposal for an improved si mulator. "The 
proposnl w<Js very exc iting," says Maril yn, 
"a nd the BGA Commu nications and 
Marketing Committee recommended it to 
the Executive Comm ittee for approval." 

"The greater ease of use anrl towability 
of tJ1e new version," she added, "will make 
it more accessib le to clubs and university 
clubs and increase scope for access by 
a wider aud ience. In add ition, the new 
software makes the simul ator more dual 
purpose for use as an instructional tool , able 
to be used by the BGA coaching staff and 
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instructors for training and development. 
"The Communi ca ti ons and Marketing 

Committee also use th e simulator as a 
passport to promoting gliding ,1t shows 
where we would otherwise have to pa)' to 
exhibit, as it is een as a major attraction 
and crowd pleaser. 

"We are delighted to have the Mark 11 
simulator and look forward to seei ng it in 
use all over th e country," she sa id. 

Const ru ct ion at Shirenewton Sailplanes 
commenced in August 2007 with the target 
for completion being the Sport and Leisure 
Aviation Show (SPLASH) at the NEC, 
Birmingham on November 24-25, 2007. 

The overa ll concept for the new BGA 
si mul ator remains the same as before. There 
is a box enclosure housing the fuselage, 
projection screen and computer system. The 
enclosure is on castering wheels and for 
transportation it is winched on to a trailer. 

There have been a number of significant 
improvements to the simulator, both in terms 
of the realism of the soaring simulation and 
in terms of ease of use. The most signifi ca nt 
of these are: 
- The use of Condor simulation software, 
which gives far higher rea lism of simulat ion; 
-The use of two projectors for <l greater 
horizontal field of view; 
- Realistic instrument panels in bot'h front 
and rear cockpi ts; 

- An enh anced sound system, including a 
powerfu l bass speaker which provides 
vib rati on during the ground run 
-A small keyboard mounted in th e rear 
cockpit uch that the instructor can manage 
the settings of the simul ator 
-A totall y new enclosure, which is more 
aerodynamic to tow, easier to rig and derig, 
and easier for pil ots to get in and out of the 
cockpit 
-The computer system is contained in a 
lock, bl e housing at the rea r of the enclosure 
-All cabling on the simulator is hidden. 

What is it like? 
So the rea l question is what is it like to "fly ", 
and how does it compare to th e original 
BGA simul ator and the other well-known 
soaring simulator at Lasham? 

First impressions are very good. The 
Grob Twin fuselage from the original BGA 
simulator has been refini shed, so it appears 
to be new. Stepp ing up into the front cockpit 
is easier than the old simulator as there are 
some purpose-built steps. 

Once you are sea ted in the cockpit, the 
instrument panel is well equipped with ASI , 
electric and mechani ca l vario, compass, turn 
and slip, horizon and altimeter. There aren't 
any harn ess straps, as fitted to the Lasham 
simul ator, but since the BGA simulator is 
more focussed on marketing soaring to the 

Sailplane & Gliding 



arrived 
public than training, the lack of straps is 
understandable. Control column and rudder 
pedals arc complemented by the standard 
Grob Twin arrangement of a small elevator 
trim lever just inside the airbrake lever. 
At this early stage in the new simulator's 
lifespan there aren't any ancil lary controls 
for cable release and undercarriage. 

These functions and others such as water
ballast, flap settings, wheelbrake, and so on, 
are currently controlled by the keyboard in 
the rear cockpit. 

The manufacturer's intention is to develop 
the simulator further and provide ancillary 
functions in a realistic mann r. 

In flight the controls work wel l. There is 
vi rtuillly no slack in the control column, 
so even smal l movements affect the attitude. 
The control response seems reasonably 
correct, although as the control forces ar 
provided simply by springs, the stick forces 
are too light at high speeds. This issue is 
no worse than the previous BGA simulator 
or the present Lasham simulator. 

The v isua l horizontal field of view isn't 
quite as wide as the Lashilm simulator, 
which uses three projectors rather than the 
BGA's two. But the new BGA simulator 
visual doesn't suffer from the problem that 
the Lasham simulator has, where objects 
on the side projectors appear to change their 
distance when you turn and the object > 
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Clockwise from opposite left: the new sim on its first 

outing, to an event at the National Exhibition Centre. 

Opposite: the sim helps inspire young people (Jon Hall) 

Left: sharing the excitement of soaring with new people 

is one goal of the simulator {Roddy Maddocks) 

Above and right: the computer-generated instrument 

panels are behind a cut-out that adds realism (Jon Hall) 

An improvement on the first sim is a keyboard in the 

back so that P1 can manage the settings (Jon Hall) 

Below: The sim is an eye-catching part of the BGA 

presence at events and exhibitions. See overleaf for tips 

from the BGA s Communications Officer about how your 

club could benefit (Roddy Maddocks) 

Bottom: on approach to land - the view from the rear 

seat of the new simulator (Roddy Maddocks) 
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A TOOL FOR CLUBS 

How to use the new si m 
THE original BGA simulator made its first public 
appearance at the BGA conference in 2003 and 
since then has proved to be an invaluable tool in 
our efforts to take gliding to the British public. 
We have used it at a wide range of exhibitions 
and other events and, generally, it has proved 
very successful. However, at the end of 2006, we 
felt that it was time to move on. 

There were a number of areas where we felt 
that the old simulator was not ideal. A new 
generation of software had become available, 
offering the opportunity to present a much 
enhanced experience and, after four years of 
intensive use, the simulator was beginning to 
show its age - not ideal for a tool designed to be 

one of the public faces of gliding - and there 
were some concerns about the continuing road
worthiness of the rig. 

We sought proposals for a completely 
redeveloped simulator and were immediately 
impressed by the plans presented by 
Shirenewton. These promised a more realistic 
flying simulation in a package that would be 
much easier to transport and set up. 

Also, importantly for a marketing tool, the total 
package would look much smarter and would, 
we felt, allow British gliding to present an even 
more professional image. 

Although the new simulator has just made one 
appearance at the time of writing - at the 
SPLASH exhibition at the National Exhibition 
Centre - and while there are still a couple of 
outstanding issues to be resolved, it would 
appear that the Mark 11 simulator is going to 
match or even exceed our expectations. 

At the SPLASH show, the simulator proved to 
be one of the major attractions and never 
seemed to sit idle. A constant stream of visitors 
queued to have a go and 'customers' seemed to 
be Impressed, as was the team of volunteers 
who staffed the BGA stand and 'flew' as P1 . 
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The simulator is scheduled to make its next 
public appearance at the BGA conference in 
early March and other planned outings include 
our major gliding Expo, which will be held in 
central Birmingham in April. 

However, the simulator has not been produced 
solely as a marketing tool for BGA teams to use 
at BGA-sponsored events. We hope that member 
clubs will make full use of it to support their own 
promotional activities. 

We know that the simulator is a great crowd 
puller and you can be sure that it will work its 
magic for you at exhibitions, open days and the 
like. However, as the simulator has been 
designed to provide a reasonably realistic 
gliding experience, it should prove invaluable, 
too, in other less overtly promotional but still 
recruitment-oriented exercises such as events 
run for local youth groups and the like. 

When using the simulator, experience has 
taught us that it is important that you tailor the 
experience to your audience and objectives. 

If you make every flight a full trial lesson, 
you will not necessarily get the most out of the 

si m. Indeed, it may actually be counterproductive if 
you give every participant the full trial lesson 
experience. A flight, covering all phases from take 
off to landing, may completely satisfy the 
customer - and leave no reason for him or her to 
visit your club to try the real thing! 

At exhibitions, we have found that it is more 
productive to start the simulation in free flight, 
typically at no more than around 1,400ft. This gives 
time for the customer to experience the effects of 
the controls and have a bit of a play. You can even, 

if you feel that your passenger is up for it, do some 
gentle aerobatics. This can give a real kick and 
gets across the message to P2 and to the watching 
crowd, that gliding is pretty exciting. After this, it 
usually works well if P2 sets the glider up in the 
circuit and flies as much of the final approach as 
possible, with P1 gently coaxing things to a 
(reasonably!) successful landing, being ready to 
take corrective action if things go too wrong. 

This approach will, hopefully, leave P2 ready to 
try the real thing and, at this stage, you should be 
selling the benefits of coming to your club in the 
near future. These abbreviated flights also help to 
keep queue lengths down, enabling you to cycle as 
many as people as possible through the simulator. 
All too often, we have seen over-enthusiastic P1s 
giving 20-minute flights - often doing too much of 
the flying themselves - leaving the prospective 
new member restless and causing others in the 
queue to go off and try something different. 

When giving flights in the simulator, particularly 
at open days, exhibitions and the like, remember 
that this is a selling exercise. it is beneficial if the 
person having the flight can identify with the 
instructor. This will help them feel that the sport 
appeals to people like them and that they will fit 
Into your club environment. Do consider using, as 
P1, members of similar age, background and, 
where appropriate, gender, to the target customer 
group. Remember- these aren't trial lessons in the 
accepted sense: P1s do not need to be instructors. 
Obviously, they need to be able to fly the simulator 
reasonably well and their flying skills should be of 
a level that they come across confidently and 
authoritatively, but it is equally important that they 
are able to relate to P2, understand what your 
club's objectives are, what your selling messages 
are, and are able to get these across in a not too 
pushy way. 

However, the most important message that 
I want to get across is that the new simulator is a 
marketing tool for all clubs. it won't be doing its 
job if it is parked up in a hangar, gathering dust. 
Please use it! 

Keith Auchterlonie 
BGA Communications Officer 

keith@gliding.co.uk 

If your club would like to hire the BGA simulator, 
it will be available from mid-March and terms and 
conditions will be notified on www.glidlng.co.uk 
Booking is via the BGA office - please contact 
debble@gfidlng.co.uk 

moves from a side on to the centre projector. 
Another feature I like on the new BGA 

simulator are the realistic instrument panels 
in both front Jnd rear cockpits. The panels 
are in fact software simuiJtions rJther than 
mechanical. Initiall y, mechanical instruments 
driven by servos were prototyped but then 
rejected as they were no isy, fragile and 
suffered from inaccuracies. The simulated 
instruments are provided by a software 
add-on Simmeters (www.simmeters.com), 
which interfaces w ith the main Condor 
soaring simulation . 

The simulated instruments ,1re displayed 
on two flatscreen monitors housed in the 
front and rear cockp its. By placi ng a 
blanking plate with circu lar cutouts in front 
of the flat screen monitor the illusion that 
there are a number of standard glider 
instruments is created. The overa ll 
impression is excellent. The instruments 
have extremely real istic faceplates and the 
indi cators move very smoothly. 

Audience reaction 
The people I talked to at the SPLASH show 
in November who had tried the simulator 
were all enthusiastic about it. Particularly 
from those pilots who had flown the 
previous BGA simulator, there was 
universal praise for the new simulator and 
agreement that it was substantia ll y better 
than the previous vers ion. 

The visitors trying a soaring simulator 
for the first time were also enthusiastic. 

One typical response was from Gary 
Wirdman, a 737 pilot flying with Easyjet, 
with substantia l hang-gliding and some 
glid ing experience: 

"A great simu lator," he said. "Having 
flown multi-million pound simulators, I was 
surprised how realisti c this was. Good fun!" 

As cou ld be expected when first using a 
complex system such as a soaring simulator 
there are a few issues: 

- Communicati ons between the front and 
rear cockpit can be difficult due to the 
enhanced sound system and the high 
ambient noise at a show such as SPLASH; 

- The fuselage is currently mounted at 
slightly too high an incidence reiJtive to the 
visua l so the instructor's view over the 
pupil's head, particularly on approach, is 
worse than in a real glider. 

- Getting the enc losure on to its trai ler at the 
end of the show revealed a few sma ll snags. 

The intention is to address these and other 
issues such as the provision of real is tic 
ancil lilry controls as part of planned further 
development of the simulator. 

Your first chance to .see the sim in action wi ll 
be at the BGA weekend on March 8- see 
p14 orwww.gliding.co.uk for more details 
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LX avionics Ltd 
Distributor for: 

LX Navigation www.lxnavigation.si • Filser Electronic GmbH www.filser.de 
Flarm Technology www.flann.com 

www.lxavionics.co.uk for more information 

TRANSCEIVERS 

!~~kwerk>)) 
ATR833 

ATR500 
Discount price: 
£719.00 

previously 
Fi/serGmbH 

Meets the forcoming 
8.33kHz spacing 
Discount Price: 
£1217.30 

TRANSPONDERS 
TRT 800 
for use up to 15,0001! 
over 2000 now in use 
Discount price: 
£1489.00 

TRT 800A 

TAT SOOH 
for use up to 35,0001! 
Discount price: 
£1599.95 

for use up to 35,0001! 
Discount price: £1599.95 

***NEW*** 
Metal Hydride Glider/Light Aircraft 

Batteries for High Power and 
Lighter Power/Weight and longer 
life than lead acid - Now available 
www.avionics.co.uk for details 

Due to current exchange rate 
volatility please check the 
website for latest prices 

LX VARIOMETERS 
2008 RANGE LX Navigation 

LX8000 
With Flarm 
£3895.00 
Without 
Flarm 
£3375.00 

LX 7007 
Basic 
£2156.00 

. -

.. ~ 
... ---

LX 1600 
£1066.00 

LOWER PRICE 

LX 7007 
With Flarm 

£3262.00 
Without Flarm 

£2766.00 

LX-Nav 
£1485.00 

PDA not included 

LX 16 
Club 
£399.00 

LX 160Si 
... ..,.. 

" .. :. -.. .. " ..... . 
~ - .. 

£928.00 

2 Seater options available for all vari
ometers except LX Nav and 
LX 1600 

INSTRUMENTS 
Winter Instruments 
Airspeeds, Altimeters, 
Compasses, Variometers, 
Slip balls and more ... 
Form 1 or FAA Release 
included 

FLIGHT 
RECORDER 
Colibri v4 
£599.95 

SWISS FLARM 
£499.00 

• SD card slot is standard 
(SO card not included) 

• Logger is standard 

~-

LX Red Box 
Flarm 
• Without SD Card 

and Logger 
£485.00 

e With SD Card 

·- . . ··- ··- · .. 

U( , m> • 

.. _,_ 
• I 1 

and Logger £528.00 

LX Mini Box Flarm 
• Without SD Card 

and Logger £459.00 
e With SD Card 

and Logger £499.00 

Colibri vS - Flarm 
£999.92 with 
standard display 
£1099.95 with 
graphic display 

Wing Dollies 
From £259.00 

www.lxavionics.co.uk • Prices shown in this advert include VAT 17.5% 

Contact: John Delafield 07850 950349 or 01865 374125 E-mail: John@lxavionics.co.uk • www.lxavionics.co.uk 
or your regular supplier Prices at www.lxav1onics.co.uk Add p&p to all prices E and OE 
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YOUNG PEOPLE AND FLYING 

Opportunities in aviation 
Andy Perkins provides his 
annual update on how to get 
into gliding and further your 
flying - especially (but not only) 
if you're under 25 

LAST year I wrote an article outlining 
scholarship opportunities available to 
the gliding community. The majority of 

these are aimed at young people and those 
eligible to be a member of the junior gliding 
community. This is an update on that article 
with a few additions. Even those who don't 
know the exact route they wish to take 
should be able to find a starting point. This 
information here is by no means exhaustive 
as the opportunities out there are enormous. 

Gliding Scholarships - pre-solo 

Upward Bound Trust - Set up after WW2 by 
the Glider Pilot Regiment with the specific 
aim of sending 16 to 21 year olds solo. 
Having grown up with the Upward Bound 
Trust, I am still in awe of the dedication of 
volunteer members to enable extremely 
affordable gliding for young people. Costs to 
solo vary depending on your circumstances. 
Disadvantaged youths who can demonstrate 
a desire to learn have previously been 
trained for no cost, with maximum costs to 
all I imited to very affordable levels. All the 
Upward Bound asks in return is dedication 
in terms of help running the airfield and 
keeping the launch rate moving! Contact: 
Dave Bramwell on 07887 623529. 

Royal Navy Gliding Scholarships - These 
awards cover the full cost of a gliding course 
(about eight days), food and accommodation 
in the Officers' Mess at the appropriate 
Naval Air Station, or 1\Javal Establishment, 
Jnd Jll travel costs. Held at Lee-on-Solent, 
Yeovilton and Culdrose. 
www.faasquadron.org.uklglidingawards.htm/ 

Cadetships - Most clubs around the country 
now offer reduced rates to students learning 
to glide in exchange for help around the 
club and the operJtion. Avai lability is 
country wide. Benefits range from free 
membership to free launches and/or soaring 
fees in return for a day of work. If the club 
near you does not offer such a scheme why 
not see if you cJn set it up yourself? The 
majority of glider pilots realise thJt for 
gliding to survive Jnd grow, young members 
must be encouraged. Click on Find a Club 
on the BGA wehsite at www.gliding.co.uk or 
call 0116 253 1051 for a list of club contact 
details. 
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Air Cadets- The Air Cadets offer several 
different levels of training for 13 to 20 year 
olds: training in Grob Tutors, Vikings (Grob 
1 03) or the Vigilant (Grob 1 09b) motorglider. 
These can take you from a novice all the 
way to becoming an instructor. For example, 
courses of 40 launches in J Viking or 8hrs in 
a Vigilant are available. Cadets have the 
opportuni ty of gliding camps in the summer, 
which G lll include rides in operational 
aircraft with the RAF. Some are even lucky 
enough to fly in a fast jet! www.aircadets.org 

Post-solo and skills development 

Churchill Award - £100 paid direct to your 
club by the BGA to offset flying fees at your 
club on achieving your Bronze Badge before 
the age of 18. Contact 0116 253 1 05"1. 

Caroline Tru I - The Trust awards bursaries 
to young people, generJIIy under the age of 
18, and to disJbled people of any age who 
WJnt to experience gliding. Their emphasis 
is on getting young people (15-16) into 
gliding, helping them achieve milestones of 
solo, Bronze, Basic Instructor, and so on. 
If you have the enthusiasm, it is not unheard 
of for people to receive scholarships for 
consecutive years. ApproximJtely 
30 bursaries are up for grabs eJch yeJr 
and you can find out more about the trust 
at www.carolinetrust.org.uk 

Royal Aeronautical Society Bursaries 
-The Roya l Aeronautical Society Centenn ial 
Fund has again generously provided funding 
enabling the BGA to offer scholarships, 
although exact details have yet to be 
finalised. In previous years the scholarships 
have been available to young glider pi lots 
and to other young people wishing to tJke 
up the sport. Previous recipients had to be 
between 15 and 17 years of age, in full-time 
educllion, and have not yet flown solo. 
Both existing club members and newcomers 
to the sport were eligible. The scholarships 
were payable in the form of a credit to the 
successful applicant 's club flying account. 
Club CFis will be sent full details of the 
scheme. In previous years the applications 
- which were countersigned by your Chief 
Flying Instructor- had to be made to the 
BGA office by September 30 and all the 
successful applicants were notified by 
October 31. 

BGA Courses - These courses by coaches 
for the BGA offer tuition towards an 
instructor rJting. If you are a junior pilot 
(under 26) then you are eligible for a saving 
of 50 per cent on the course fee! For dates 
and booking: www.gliding.co.uk 

Competition and advanced training 

Junior Nationals -An awesome, amazing, 
incredible institution that shou ld not be 
missed for the world ! To be a part of this 
team/party is a privilege. Old age in this 
case stJrts at 26. The flying skills attained, 
personal life training and the friends made 
here are second to none. Get the idea? Yep, 
it's a must. To become a part of the "jun iors" 
(as they are more commonly known) all 
you have to be is "16 to 25 years old with 
a Silver Badge or higher quali fication . The 
junior Nationals competition is held each 
year and owes its success to the dedicati on 
of many people. Through their relentless 
effort, generous sponsors and support from 
one donor in particular, last year each pilot 
received up to five launches and the 
entry fee, thus Jllowing young pilots of <JII 
backgrounds the opportunity to compete 
virtually for free! Most of the Bri tish TeJm 
Jre ex-Junior pilots. You need to be there. 
Not 16 yet? Don't worry; you can still take 
part with a FREE place in the two-seater 
scheme. www.gliding.co.uk 

led Lysakowski Trust - This fund, open to all 
ages offers some of the most advanced 
tuition around. After seven successful years 
of activity w ith three awards m<Jde each 
year, The Trust has decided it is time to seek 
other ways to benefit UK gl iding. A broad 
rJnge of potential activities for 2008 is 
currently being considered but at this stage 
there is nothing specific to say about their 
activities. george_metca/{e@uk. ibm.com 

Barron Hilton Cup - For the pilots who 
achieve the greatest accolades possible such 
as world records or extraordinary flights 
there is an opportunity of taking part in the 
Barron Hi lton Cup. The prize offered is an 
invitation for the pilot to participate in the 
fl ying camp at the Flying M Ranch at the 
edge of the Sierra Nevada, with airfares 
provided from Honolu lu to the ranch and 
return, and accommodation at the ranch 
for pilot and accompanying person. By 
invitation on ly. http://barronhiltoncup.org 

Power flying 
Many glider pilots are keen to become tow 
pilots or just to develop th ir skills by 
moving into power flying in add ition to their 
gliding. The subject of sponsorships for 
power rati ngs has been covered extremely 
well in many G neral Aviation magazines. 
The organisations mentioned below just 
scratch the surfJce of what is avJilable. 

Disabled Flying Scholarships - Each student 
completes a six-week residentiJI course of 
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Simon Buckley 

Above: Matthew Cook after his first solo. at Cotswold GC. with his father Stephen. Whether - like Matthew 

you're already solo or you're just starting on your flying career, the opportunities outlined here could help you 

training, which includes ground school and 
up to 40 hours o f dual and solo fl ying. This 
is provided at no cost to the student and 
currently flight training takes place at flight 
schools in the USA and South Africa. Mini 
scholarship students complete a one-week 
course of training in the UK, which includes 
10 hours of airborne tuition and ground 
school. Training for mini scholarships takes 
place at The Goodwood Flying School, West 
Sussex. see www.worldwings.org or 
www.toreachfurthesky. otg 

Air Cadets Powered- Air Cadet members 
looking to move into the Armed Forces can 
apply for: 12hrs or solo in a light aircraft at a 
civilian club; 1 Olu at an RAF club including 
some service fl ying; or 1 Ohrs to solo in an 
RAF microlight. www.aircadets.org 

Royal Air Force - There are several options: 
Flying Scholarships; RAF Pilot Scholarship; 
RAF University Bursary. All these are currently 
under review. www.ril fcareers.com 

RAF Association Flying Scholarships -
Separate from the Rf\F awards, the 
association offers five Flying Scholarships 
to be awarded in 2008: 
- 1 x 35 hrs fl ying toward NPPL 
- 4 x 15 hrs fl ying toward NPPL to achieve 
"First Solo Flight" 
Clos ing date: January 31, so make a note for 
next year if you've missed this year's round. 
Contact Anne Henson on 0116 268 8752 
or V.FI"'w.rafa.org.uklscholarships.asp 

University Air Squadron - There are 14 
University Air Squadrons teaching under
graduates to fly whilst at university. All the 
fl ying is FREEf Squadron members also have 
the chance of flying operational RAF aircraft. 
Although th is flying won't get you a Private 
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Pilot 's Licence (PPL) it can count if you go 
on to take c ivilian exams. For information 
see www.universityairsquadrons.com 

Air League Educational Trust- This is an 
exceptional organisation that offers a variety 
of Jwa rds. Last yea r more than £1 00,000 
of scho larsh ips was awJrded from fu ll NPPLs 
to Cliding and Balloon Scholarships. The 
opportunities, cJ reer advice and aviation 
network available th rough The Air League 
are second to none. If you want a career in 
aviation then you need to be a part of this 
fantasti c organisation. I am sure others agree 
this is an organisation that is held in the 
highest esteem. 
- Flying scholarships. 12 or 15 hou rs ilying 
training towards a Nationa I Private Pilot's 
Li cence (NPPL). Offers up to .50 awards a 
year! Through the NPPL system a certain 
level of glider experience means this 
scholarship would enable a pi lot to atta in 
an NPPL at very low personal cost. 
- Flying Bursary. Between 5 and 8 hours of 
advanced fl ying training to PPL holders, such 
as IMC ratings, and advanced manoeuvres. 
- Balloon PPL Scholarship. Funded by 
Breitling, co-ord inated by Brian )ones, for 
17-26 year olds to gain a full Balloon PPL. 
- Gliding Scholarships. A variety of awards: 
cross-country, aerobatics, SLMG NPPL. 
- Prince Phi lip Flying Scholarship- A full 
NPPL for an exceptional Air Cadet who has 
achieved thei r Duke of Edinburgh's Award. 
Email scholarships(IPairleague .co. uk or vis it 
www.airleague.co.uk for details. 

GAPAN (Gui ld of Air Pilots & f\ir Navigators) 
- The Guild scholarships provide a unique 
opportunity for people who want to become 
pilots or to further their pilot qualifications: 
- )et O rientation courses. 
- Full PPL courses. 

- Flying Instructor Ratings courses. 
There are some excellent links on the web 
page of ways into a career in terms of what 
is requ ired in industry. www.gapan.org 

Royal Aeronautical Society Centennial 
Scholarship Fund. Th is Fund makes awards 
to those who wil l contribute to the future of 
aerospace and who need financial help to 
realise their aspirations. There are lots of 
opportunities avai lab le Jnd changes are 
afoot for more diverse awards over the 
coming year or two. Watch th is space and 
thei r website: www.raes.org.ukl 

Royal Aero Club - Bursary Scheme for 
young people who w ish to upgrade their 
existing qualification in a wide range of ai r 
sports and aviation-related activ ities. Provides 
scholarships of up to £500 per person. The 
scheme is divided into two categories: 
- Flying Bursaries/Grants for those w ishing 
to advJnce from one recognised level of air 
sport Lo the next higher level and w ish to 
upgrade their existing qu<:tlifica tions; 
- FlightSim Bursaries/Gran ts for computer 
Flight Simulation enthusiasts w ish ing to gain 
practi cal experience of fly ing or an air sport. 
www.royalaeroclubtrust.org 

BWPA (British Women Pi lots Association)
- Full PPL each year. 
-Amy John son Memorial fund - up to 
£2,000 towards the issue of your first 
profcssionJI licence (ATPL, CPL). Can 
include MMC courses etc. www.bwpa.co.uk 

Girl Venture C rps Air Cadets 
Scho larships for gliding via Ducat-Amos 
Gliding Scholarships. Last year six grants 
were awarded for ·12-20 year olds. These 
comprised a weekend course at a local 
gl iding club. www.gvca .urg.uk 

Commercial aviation 
There are lots of opportunities out there and a 
shortage of experienced pilots. There are 
severa l sponsored schemes, which require a 
la rge commitment of tim , and future funds, 
but the shortage of pilots is already showing 
and many airlines wi ll soon need to stJrt 
recruiting cadets again. The Air League, 
GAPAN and The Roya l Aeronautical Society 
have many contacts; their publication So 
you want to be a pilot gives a superb insight 
into what's Jvailable. For contacts, see above. 

Summary 
The opportunities to join the UK aviation 
community are enormous and you don't 
require an endless source of money to get 
involved. The adage of "If you want it badly 
enough .. . " stil l applies. The assistance that's 
Jvailable is more accessible than ever before 
so if you wJnt to join in the fun, make the 
most of it and fi nd out more. Good luck ! 

KEY: 
Black = for young people (16-25 yeJrs) 
Blue = for ,11 1 ages \. . 
Red ~ for w m n only ~ 
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If you're getting frustrated by short winter flight times, why not go 
somewhere that has its very own lift source? John Marsh explains 

'I N THE LAST issue I covered how, as a 
relati·ve beginner to gliding, you can get 
the best out of flying during the winter 

months (p30). Perhaps (now that you're 
suitab ly dressed in warm clothing) you've 
already gone solo and are looking for 
another challenge, or maybe you're just 
frustrated by limited flight times in 
unsoarable conditions. Well, you'll be 
pleased to know that there is an answer. 
Fortunately, within a couple of hours of 
most UK cl ubs, there will be a gliding club 
on the top, bottom or half-way up a hill. .. 
So, what happens at a place like this, that's 
unavailable at your own flat site? 

First and foremost, given a favourable 
wind- both in direction and strength 
-you can remain airborne for hours if you 
wish . You'll hear this call'ed "slope soaring" 
or "hi ll soaring" or "ridge soaring". 

As a beginner, yoll will have real ised by 
now that a glider is always coming down, 
even when it's going up! So how does a 2kt 
climb that lasts all day grab you? Given no 
changes in wind direction and strength, 
that's exactly what happens. Put simply, 
the wind hits the slope and is then directed 
skywards. Depending on the height and 
contours of the hill or mountain, a 15kt 
wind cou ld create air that's rising at 400ft 
per minute. Subtract the glider's sink rate, 
say 200ft per minute, and- bingo! -we 
have a rate of climb of 200ft per minute. 
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Another important consideration is that 
many, though not al 'l, ridge sites fly seven 
days a week to take advantage of the 
prevailing conditions- handy if you ca n 
create time to fly midweek. 

And that's not all. Most, although not all, 
hill sites will have access to "wave" as we'll!. 
This is nothing to do with paddling at the 

seaside (it's winter, remember): wave lift, 
for many of our more experienced pilots, 
is now regarded as the ultimate form of lift. 
Flights of more than 1,000km in the UK 
are possible and height gains are measured 
in tens of thousands of feet. 

Such is the glider pilot's desire to get into 
the air and remain airborne during the 
winter months that some flatland clubs 
organise expeditions to hill' sites. it really 
doesn't matter if you are learning to glide, or 
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if you're early solo, or if you have hundreds 
of hours - these expeditions can be real fun, 
not only will you fly, weather permitting, but 
you will be smug with th satisfaction of 
knowing that your gliding buddies back 
home are limited to a four-minute sledge 
ride from the top of a winch launch. 

From a beginner's point of view, slope 
soaring will be a challenge, especially if you 
come from a flat site and have never done it 
before. I personally found learning to ca rry 
out co-ordinated turns low down very 
intimidating. However, 360° thermal-type 
turns are seldom used. And during your 
pre-solo training there are many different 
exercises that, once demonstrated and then 
practised by you, will resu lt in a loss of 
height, which is no problem at a hill site if 
the ridge is working. Any height lost can be 
recovered by either your instructor or you, 
so you can repeat the exercise in question. 

What was the first exercise that you were 
ever taught during your first glider flight? 
Here's a clue. What do you alw<Jys, always 
do before you instig<Jte a turn? LOOK OUT! 
Such an exercise is vit<JI before any turn, 
and never more so than when you are flying 
in a crowded area such as <J ridge, which, 
on a busy day, can resemble Jn airborne 
clu<JI carriageway. Remember, gliders fl ying 
on a ridge w ill seldom reveal their presence 
in plan view. Most of the time they will be 
travelling towards you or away from you, 
therefore their profile will be at a min imum, 
so a good lookout is absolutely vital. 

lt is also worth remembering that, <JS well 
as producing lift, the hill is <J iso producing 
sink and pockets of turbulent air. Conditions 
on and around a ridge site can be fi ckle. 
So much, in fact, that even experienced 
pilots may need one or more check flights 
with an instructor who is fami liar with the 
site before they are sent solo. 

Take, for instance, "curlover", which has 
nothing to do with hair styling (but believe 
me, get caught in curlover and your hai r 
could well stand on end w ith fright!). So 
what is it, and how do we avoid it? Look at 
the diagram (right). Notice how the wind 
flows across the flat landing area and then 
plummets down in turbulen e. Put your 
glider here and that nice steady iull-airbrake 
descent you planned on to your chosen 
landing area could, in a blink of an eye, 
become impossible. The trouble is with 
curlover is that you can't necessarily see it 
- even the windsock may be deceptive. 
Only pilots with local knowledge or plenty 
of experience will be aware of its existence. 
So, when you're visiting another site and 
before you get airborne, talk to pilots who 
regularly fly there to find out its peculiarities. 
Read the club's briefing material for visi ting 
pilots, too. 

Because you will at times be flying in far 
stronger winds than you might normally 
expect at your flat site, "wind shear" can, 
once again, catch out even experienced 
pilots. To overcome this, speed management 
is vital. In very strong winds, you may need 
to start the descent from your final turn :> 
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Opposite: Paul Barker and /an Symms slope soaring in Southdown's new DG-505. The photographer, Craig Lowrie, 

was standing on top of the local ridge. He also look the in-cockpit shot (bottom) of soaring along the South Downs; 

Above: Even top achievers sometimes just enjoy admiring the view: John Wifliams, who did 1 ,540km in one Scottish 

wave flight in 2007, took this over the Cairngorms on December 23. "Much better than Christmas shopping," he says; 

Below: a simplified explanation of how windf/ow over a hill can generate lift, sink and turbulence {Sieve Long/and) 

Eight top tips for ridge and wave flying 
1. Dress sensibly for the conditions. lt might be 

a few degrees above freezing on the ground, but 

the higher you go, the cotder it gets. 

2. Don't be disheartened you're asked to take a 

flight with an instructor even if you're a solo 
pilot. lt could save your life, or at the very least 

an embarrassing landout! 

3. The same rules for winter flying (see last 

issue) apply to ridge flying: beware of misting-up 

canopies, wet wings, frozen airbrakes and, for 

that matter, frozen pilots! Don't ever fly unless 

you are properly prepared. The same applies, as 

a matter of interest, to your glider. 

4. Look out! Always look out before you turn. 

You might just be on your own in a thermal 

on a summer's day, but you definitely will not 

be on your own at a ridge or wave site. 

5. Expect approach speeds to be much higher and 

approach paths much steeper than at your own 

site. Think carefully about your circuit and landing. 

6. Fly at a sensible speed while on the ridge: 

50kts is the absolute minimum for most gliders and 

I don't object to another five until over 1,000ft. 

7. tf the lift is not what you expected, land. Don't 

press on thinking it will get better, it seldom does. 

t have great respect for pilots who land too soon 

rather than those who decide to hang on in there, 

their options of a safe landing slowly diminishing. 

If in doubt, land. 

B. You may, of course think that ridge and wave lift 

only happen in winter. However, they occur all year 

round, assuming the prevailing winds are playing 

ball. So, above all, enjoy your visit to a ridge site, 

there is always something to learn. 
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~ at 70 or 80 knots or more, depending on the 
conditions (see diagram above). This means 
that when you arrive at your roundout, 
where, due to surface friction between the 
wind and ground objects, and features, 
the air is flowing much more slowly, you' ll 
have some speed in reserve to carry out 
a controlled roundout. 

So that's a brief introduction to ridge 
flying. Now, what is all this wave lift about? 
Where is it? How do you get to it, and 
once you've got to it, how do you use it? 

Perhaps if I use my own club, Sutton Bank 
on the western edge of the North York 
Moors, as an example, I wil l be able to 
explain it. Okay: the wind is coming from 
the west. Across the Irish Sea, it hits 
Blackpool beach (no wave yet). The wind 
then arrives at the Pennine range of hills and 
there is only one way that the air can go: up! 
In the right conditions, it ilows over the top 
of the hills, clown the other side, hits the 
ground and goes up aga in (see below). Only 
this time, it may not go so high. The whole 
malarkey is then repeated time after time: 
just like the ripples in a pond, when you 
throw in a stone, the smaller they get as they 
travel across the pond. So it is usually with 
wave lift, the further downw ind you go, the 
lower and less intense are these waves 
of unseen rising and fa lling air. 

I say unseen, but that isn't always true, as 

sometimes the top of each wave is marked 
by a flat thin c loud ca lled a lenticular cloud. 
The glider pilot aims to find and climb in the 
bit of each wave that's going up while being 
wary of the turbulence and sink assoc iated 
with the bits that are going down. 

Right, so we think that wave lift might be 
present. How do we get to it? I an only 
think of one answer to this one - ca refu lly! 
-because the ri pple of air you are looking 
for may be very weak, maybe rising at half a 
knot or less. Gentle accurate flying is needed. 
Local knowledge is a great help, too. 

In wave conditions, one thing for sure is 
that even us beginners w ill notice how 
smooth and quiet the airflow has gone when 
we're in wave. Most of your flying will be in 
a straight line with only a gentle tu rn before 
the li ft decreases, the object being to turn 
into wind then fl y back along the same track 
on the ground as before. If your rate of climb 
remains low, then be prepared to stick with 
it and, as a beginner, don't get disheartened 
because you see other gliders climbing away 
thousands of feet. Ask any experienced wave 
pilot and I'm sure they w ill agree that a 
certain amount of luck, not to mention skill, 
is involved. 

I will finish by saying that you wil l never 
ever forget your first wave flight, be it 
on your own, or w ith an instructor in 
the back seat: it's absolutely magic. 

Primary wave Secondary wave 
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Graham White, who is an early 
solo pilot at Borders, shares the 
feeling of taking his Skylark IV 
on his first high wave flight 

J 
UST two miles east of Northumberland's 
Cheviot Hills - 400 square miles of 
high country, topped by The Cheviot 

at 2,670ft - lies Borders Gliding Club. The 
prevailing west or south-west airstream is 
forced upwards by the massif and this can 
trigger lee waves up to 25,000ft or even 
higher. However, hills to the south-east and 
north can also trigger lee wave from those 
directions. Borders does have a " main wave 
season" in autumn and winter, but wave 
can occur in any week of the year. 

Student pilots at Borders often encounter 
wave during their early training; it is simply 
a normal flying condition at our Milfield site, 
along with ridge lift and therma l soaring. 
As an early solo pilot, struggling to gain my 
one-hour Bronze duration flights, it can 
rankle when one of our experts casua lly 
remarks: "Well, I pulled off at two thousand, 
soared the ridge to about two-eight, took 
a thermal to three-five, jumped to the first 
wave bar at four; went on oxygen at ten and 
topped out at sixteen; jus/ lhe four hours, 
nolhing special"! 

Saturday, October 27 was an historic 
occasion for the club, with five Diamond 
heights in a single day for: Jules Sutton, 
Brian Brown, John Richardson, Mike rews 
and lain Russell. A sixth Diamond height 
was missed by only 500ft when Dave 
Wilson broke off his climb due to low 
oxygen. Having missed this spectacle, 
I turned up on the Sunday to bl inding 
sunshine, deep blue skies and scattered 
cumulus. There were vague rumours of 
"weak wave" and "blue-sky" wave. The 
usual suspects - Andy 13ardgett and Derek 
Robson - had last been heard from at 
1 O,OOOft and had gone stravaigi ng around 
the Borders; but they always do this, and 
beginners like me who try to follow them 
generally fall out of the sky in 20 minutes. 

Around 13.00hrs the launchpoint was 
quiet and tuggie Kevin Char/ton was looking 
for customers. He said that there was "just 
a tickle" of weak wave above Akeld and 
promised: " I' ll try to find it again; mind, 
though, the rotor w ill be rough !" . 

"Ah," I thought, "The Dark Side .. . why 
does there always have to be a dark side?" 
- rotor turbulence being the shadow of 
smooth wave. 

Minutes later I was going through my 
checks in our 1962-built Skylark IV, 
reassuring myself that this classic was 
originally owned by Frank lrving and her 
·18-metre wood-wings wou ld cope w ith 
rotor just fi ne. Whether an early solo pilot 
would cope was a di fferent matter. 

As it turned out, the rotor was scary- the 
full tumble-dryer effect, and then some 
-but at 2,000ft things gradual ly smoothed 
out.The vario drifted gently into one up, 
where it stayed for 20 minutes as I flew 
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This is what it's all about 

Above: Graham and his Skylark (Lianne Hollingsworth) 

Right: Tom Farquhar, also an early solo pilot at Borders, 

with the club's K-21 and a sky full of lenticular clouds 

around in the cloudless blue searching for 
the wave bar- of which there was no visible 
sign. When I reached 4,000ft I was feeling 
really great since the vario was now three 
up; at 6,000ft it reached four up and stayed 
there until beyond 1 O,OOOft - where I soared 
in silent glory for the next two hours. 

As I climbed higher the Cheviot's carries 
shrank to mere crinkles in the landscape far 
below. The Border rivers - the Tweed, Till 
and Bowmont- flashed bright silver; I had 
seen these before, but usually from within 
the bangs and buffets of a low thermal, or 
while ridge soaring in stomach-wrenching 
gusts. But here in the high wave there were 
no buffets or gusts, just si lky, smooth silence, 
with only the gentle hiss of air over the 
canopy to show that I was moving at all. 
With the aircraft finely trimmed it was 
possible to fly hands off and there was time 
to gaze in wonder. The adjectives "ecstatic", 
"glorious" and "sublime'' come to mind, 
but these are mere labels for an experience 
that cannot be captured in words. 

lt suddenly struck me: "This is what it's all 
about". All that training: the stalls, spins, 
wing drops, circuits and theory were merely 
the entrance fee for the right to enter this 
transcendent world of high flight. I felt a 
deep gratitude to all those who had brought 
me to this place: my instructors, our club 
seniors and tug pilots, our engineers, our 
venerable committee. 

But, relaxed as I was, I could still hear 
my virtual instructor whispering from behind 
me: "Where i'S the airfield?", "What is the 
weather doing?", "Has the wind changed?", 
"Keep the scan-cycle going", "Watch out for 
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hypoxia!", "What are you going to do 
next?". The briei autumn day was waning; 
sunset was due at 16.30hrs and the CFI 
wanted us back on the ground well before 
that. I banked east and turned downwind ior 
home but, in a classic beginner's error, clung 
like a miser to the height I had worked so 
hard to gain. Arriving over the airfield at 
1 O,OOOft at 15.45hrs, I thought I had left 
plenty of time for the descent. However, 
from the cloudless western horizon a reef 
of stratus suddenly grew and dark shadows 
raced eastward from the Cheviot. 

I pulled the Skylark IV's speed-limiting 
airbrakes and put her into a firm dive- but 
lift seemed to increase along w ith speed; 

'Ironically, the landscape 
beneath my wings was still 

brightly lit by the setting sun, 
but I was diving upwind 

into the darkness of the hills.' 

I was not going down! I steepened the dive 
markedly and increased speed to 65kts, 
mindful that VNE rough-air was only 70kts; 
but it still took a long time to lose height. 

The mountain shadows ran e<Jstward like 
a pool of spi lled ink; time was defin itely 
running out. it took me almost 15 anxious 
minutes to dive to circuit height, and I was 
literally standing on the rudder pedals. 
Ironically, the landscape beneath my wings 
w<Js still brightly lit by the setting sun, but 
I was diving upwind into the darkness of the 
hills; I could see my instruments but not 
much else; I was plunging down a 1 O,OOOit 

mine-shaft in a rumbling cage whose cable 
had snapped. A hard way to learn a vital 
lesson: "official" sunset is not the same thing 
as "local" sunset. Next time, of course, 
I will lose height gradually on the way home 
-from ten miles out! 

My plan was to level oif at I ,500ft above 
the Milfield Monument, a safe GPS landmark, 
and to start the circuit at a thousand, well 
upwind of the boundary, but I was severely 
shaken when I fell into the tumble-dryer 
again at 2,000ft. My neat and tidy circu it 
plan degenerated into a white-knuckle, 
hog-back, roller-coaster ride and on final 
approach a vicious wind gradient robbed me 
of 20kts airspeed in a heartbeat. Fortunately, 
we are trained for these conditions at 
Borders zmd I coped; the Skylark shrugged it 
all off, like the tough old girl she is, ilared 
nicely and sighed gently across the grass; 
I was safely down. As I un latched the 
canopy in the gathering dusk I took some 
long, deep breaths and offered up thanks for 
Slingsby's classic design and the rigour of 
my instructors' training. 

In the clubhouse the usual suspects were 
paying their launch fees; they listened 
indulgently to my babblings, patted me on 
the back and shared a few laughs but 
-I rea li sed later - they had flown in wave 
many, many times before and to vastly 
greater heights. For an early solo pi lot, one's 
iirst high wave flight feels like a culmination 
and an achievement; but on reflection I 
sensed that my club seniors saw it as merely 
the beginning; I had paid the entrance fee 
but there was still a long, long way 
to go, and so much still to learn. 
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To advertise in 

please contact 
Debbie Carr at 

debbie@ gliding. eo. uk 

~ ,,,,fltJ, 
PARACHUTE REPACKING 

SERVICE 
Point Zero is a fully equipped rigging 

fac ility based ot Hinton Alr1ield. We can 
repack your g lider parachute for £:25 ex 

VAT, and a lso perform any t1arness; 
container maintenance requirements to 

the highest possible standard. 

Point Zero Ltd. Hinfon Airfield . Steone. Brock\ey. 

Northo nts NN 13 5NS, United K1ngdom 
Tel: 01295 8 10600 • ~ox: 01295 812800 

Emoi\: so\es@ooinfzero co uk 
Website : www oointzero co uk 
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HSBC Insurance Brokers Aviation Practice can arrange 
competitive policies for gliding. 

Tony Mitchison Archie Lam Aviation Practice 
Call +44 (0) 1444 313 289 Call +44 (0) 1444 313 103 HSBC Insurance Brokers Limited, 
Em ai l tony.mitchison@hsbc.com Email archielam@hsbc cam Bishops Court. 27-33 Artillery Lane, 
Facsimile +44 (0) 1444 313 280 Facsimile +44 (0) 1444 313 280 London E1 7LP, United Kingdom. 

Web www.insurancebrokers.hsbc.com/aviation HSBC In..surance ID 
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The light 
fantastic 
OUR THANKS and appreciation to the people who took these beautiful photographs: 

Top row, from left: Only darkness stops play at a ridge site, says Craig Lowrie about 

the photo he took of this DG-505 landing at Parham, the base of the Southdown GC; 

Our invitation to send in ends-of-day photos inspired Hugh Stevenson to dig out some 

prints from 2003 - this is ASW 20L 600 at 15,400ft west of Feshiebridge; Dave Jesty 

of Dartmoor Gliding Society, who so/oed in 2005, took this in December 2007 in his 

four-year-old LSBI G-CKEZ- it's his first glider, which he bought last October 

Middle row. opposite: Southdown's DG-505 again, about to cross the river Arun on the 

last tow of the day "it's that nice sunset time of year!" says photographer Stuart Ross; 

The Surrey Hills GC Grob Twin Acro at its Kenley home last November (Chris North) 

Opposite: Martin Kroke over in the French Alps in his Sa/to. For more photos and his 

/care prizewinning video Wingsuit versus Glider, see www.martinkroke-gaptallard.com/ 

Above left: DG-500 X97 at Aboyne in the "Gentlemen's Gliding Week" -an autumn 

exped from Four Counties, Windrushers and The Gliding Centre (David Smith) 

Middle left: at 12,000ft near Nympsfield in wave on November 10, 2007 (Aiison Mulder) 

Bottom left: If you're interested in aviation architecture, here's Bicester control tower in 

a new light. This photo was taken during the 2007 regionals (Sieve Blundell) 

If you'd like your (previously unpublished) photos to be considered for the Gliding 

Gallery, or for anywhere else in S&G, we'd love to see them. Please email them to 

editor@ sailplaneandgliding.co.uk with few details about the picture and about yourself 
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FAI WORLD GP GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIP 
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Left, below: Sebastien 

Kawa from Poland was 

first in the Diana 2, his 

fourth World Champion 

title, with 30 points. 

Ben Flewett (right, 

heading for a different 

airmass and lower 

cloudbase) came 

second with Germany's 

Uti Schwenk. The UK's 

Sieve Jones (opposite 

left, near Lake Ohau) 

came 4th while Pete 

Harvey (far right) came 

10th overall, winning 

the final day All photos 

are Pete's unless 

otherwise stated 

A puzzle to solve, stunning 
scenery, a conversation with 
nature, shared with friends ... 
Pete Harvey reflects on the GP 

THE mountains around Omarama are 
unique. This gliding Mecca is just 
40kms east of the Tasman Sea and its 

southern ocean trade winds, but separated 
irom New Zealand's west coast by four 
majestic ranges of over 8,000ft. By the time 
the sea air reaches Omarama, almost al l the 
moisture has been wrung from it. This is a 
semi desert- arid and brown -yet within 
a couple of thermal cycles, the terrain is 
mountainous, ice and rock clifis dominating 
the high country. The mountains are young 
and unstable. They are incredibly steep, high 
and cold. Time has not yet smoothed their 
upward thrust. The plentiful rain and nightly 
frosts mean the rock is literal ly being blasted 
from the peaks, forming extensive scree 
slopes and piles of huge boulders. it's a 
treacherous place for hikers and climbers, 
but so beautiful for our silent craft as they 
skim the slopes in search of lift. 

We (the 18 World GP qualifiers) were in 
New Zealand for two events - the GP World 
Championsh ips based at Omarama before 
Christmas, and the New Zealand Air-Games, 
to be held at nearby Wanaka on and 
December 27-28. 

Local hero Ben Flewett was favourite 
going into the contest, having won the 
Omarama qualifier. But the competition was 
absolutely top class, with German ace U li 
Schwenk always doing well here in New 
Zealand, world number one Sebastien Kawa 
flying the form idable Diana 2 and Italian 
Giorgio Galetto a mountain specialist. Steve 
)ones and I were here as the UK qualifiers. 
Steve knows the place, having flown the 
1995 worlds here, but contest director 
Brian Spreckley made it clear that team 
flying would not be tolerated. Like naughty 
schoolboys, we weren't even allowed to 
share a table at morning briefing! 

Ti cking ofi aside, the ofiicials were pretty 
much a dream team, with Brian directing, 
Gavin Wills of GlideOmarama task-setting 
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Seoastien Kawa 

Conversing with nature 
and Roland Stuck, European Gliding Union 
president, scoring. We'd be in good hands. 

As per the previous Omarama GP, the 
gliders were fitted with si:ltellite-linked 
trackers i:lnd later the cockpit cameras. 
During tasks, live telemetry was broadcast 
over the web, i:lllowing a huge virtui:ll 
audience to witness the unfolding drama. 
Later, for the Air Games, similar technology 
was added to hang-gliders, parachutists, 
paragliders and aerobatic aircraft to provide 
unprecedented media access to the action. 

Gradually, the awful weather of the 
practice period improved until the opening 
day arrived, clear, blue and still. No wiJve! 
But as Gavin Wills observed, just as the lnuit 
have multiple words for snow, we should 
have multiple words for convergence. 
We would be !asking over a very three
dimensional terrai n, with thermal hotspots, 
ridge lift and a fast changing airmass. 
Racing hard, with a GP-style scoring system 
- 10 points, 8, 7, 6, and so on - meant that 
each day, half the competitors would score 
zero! Australian sheep farmer Bruce Taylor 
said he'd never flown so hard for no points. 
Indeed, if you found yourself positioned 
with a couple of gliders slightly i:lhead 
and you the lowest of a small gaggle, 
you're going to get nothing unless you can 
do something clever. 

On most days all the points were gone 
within four minutes of the winner's arrival. 
In a normal contest, that would get you 
95 per cent of the winner's score. A 
conservative strategy would usually be 
successful. Not here. Each day we had <l 

different day winner and a new leader. it 
was very volatile, but hugely exciting. 

The gliders (a ll 1 5-Metre Class) had 
sponsors' stickers over everything, plus the 
obligatory names. Mark Holliday's glider 
even sported·an almost-tasteful "hot rod" 
motif airbrushed on- all part of the media 
razzamatazz. Whilst the ASW 27s and 
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Ventus 2s all performed much the same, 
the Diana 2 is in a different class. In choppy, 
turbulent air, its critical airfoil allowed us to 
remain "in touch", but on the long glides it 
invariably flew away and uphill. 

The detailed results are available on the 
official website- www.gpgliding.com 
-so there's little point in elaborating here. 
Perhaps a more enlightening approach 
would be to join the other flies on the 
cockpit wall as we tackle Day Three. 

After launch, we drop on to the nearby 
Mount Horrible and climb at 4-6kt in light 
thermal to the higher-than-normal cloudbase 
of around 7,500ft. Today will be a good day. 
After a 10-minute wait, Sue Wild announces 
the 20-minute countdown. No point straying 
too far away now. As the countdown goes 
through the 10, then five minute warning, 

'This is task-setter Gavin Wills' 
puzzle. Should we curse him or 
admire his cunning? The latter, 

methinks- this is fun!' 

we're gradually closing in on the Omarama 
start line- a 5km line we've got to cross, 
todJy max height 5,000ft and at less than 
90kt. it requires considerable concentration, 
with a sharp lookout for the other pilots. 
Fortunately the airmanship is of the highest 
quality I've ever encountered in a comp. 

Somewhere amongst all this, we have to 
decide which direction we're going to head 
in - those nearby(ish) mountains, but off 
course, or a long glide and low to the 
mountains at the Lindis Pass? 

it's a huge decision, possibly with the 
success of the flight hanging on its outcome. 
Pressure indeed. 

As the seconds count down, all 18 of us 
cross the line practically together and I head 
for the nearby mountains to the left. The 
cumulus above looks good and it delivers. 

Banking hard into the strong, but narrow lift, 
I notice four other gliders speeding into my 
turn. That means the other 13 went direct. 
As we climb up I can see the others, just 
specks in the crystal clear air, gliding 
towards the Lindis, way ahead. 

As our increasing altitude generates a 
better vantage, I notice there is considerable 
cloud shadow around the Lindis. Maybe our 
route is the best. 

As the li ft decreases, I leave immediately 
towards the next cu, with the St Bathans 
mountain range beyond at over 6,000ft, 
already showing up as the next key obstacle. 
With another good climb to the (now) higher 
cloudbase -it rises over the higher terrain 
- our small group is well set to glide over 
the Bathans and towards the first turn . As we 
round it and head north-west, we see the 
others spread out low along the foothills, 
surrounded in shadow. Oh, yes ! 

Running into the stunning high mountains 
and iridescent lakes north of Wanaka, our 
next major decision is soon to come. The 
twin lakes of Hawea and Wanaka are so 
IJrge they influence the air and thermals 
around the neighbouring mountains. The 
direct route takes us close to the water and 
the "soft" air over the immediate mountains, 
but will the more thermic north route be 
faster? This is task-setter Gavin Will's puzzle. 
Should we curse him or admire his cunning? 
The latter, methinks- this is fun! 

I slow down to study the clouds better. 
We need one climb at the next mountain, 
then a long glide over the blue water to the 
second turn point. it needs to work, so I'm 
happy to invest a little time in this decision. 
There're a couple of gl iders, slightly lower, 
pushing towards the next mountains. it's the 
first of the "other" group who admits later, 
over a beer, taking a 1 0-knot climb to put 
them back in the race. 

Our group splits, with the other chaps 
choosing the more thermic air and heading > 
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BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION 

c 0 u RS E s 2 0 0 8 
Course Dates Location Spaces Course Dates Location Spaces 
No Available No Available 

1/08 5-13 April Lasham 4 7/08 21-29 June Pocklington 4 
2/08 12-20 April Gransden Lodge 4 8/08 2-1 0 August Bicester 4 
3/08 26Apr - 4 May Bicester 4 9/08 13-21 September Aston Down 4 
4/08 10-18 May Buckminster 4 10/08 13-21 September Lash am 4 
5/08 17-25 May Portmoak 4 11/08 20-28 September Husbands Bosworth 4 
6/08 31 May-8 June Lash am 4 12/08 To be advised 

Assistant Instructor courses are normally limited to a minimum of 2 and maximum of 4 candidates per course. 
All Assistant Instructor courses must be booked through the BGA office. 

Email: officeOgliding.co.uk Phone: 0116 253 1051 
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north . I pick a very specific ridgeline and, 
pushing hard to the far end, take a strong 
climb to cloudbase, joined mid-climb by 
Seb Kawa. This is coming together rea lly 
well ! The " thermic route" chaps find nothing 
and I spot them gliding out some 3,000ft 
lower. it's taken five minutes to separate us 
by I Okms and 3,000ft. Change is fast in 
these mountains. 

Seb and I take the long glide to the next 
turn then head north-east towards Mount 
Cook, still some 80km away. I can't keep up 
with the Diana, so work h<nd to avoid the 
air he sinks in and try to intercept the air 
he bounces up in. This requires constant 
concentration and movement, but we 
remain linked despite the D iana's superior 
performance. 

We have the sky to ourselves. The others 
are behind, or too low to provide useful 
information. And then Seb chooses a route 
too far off course for my liking. Finally on 
my own, I concentrate on finding a route 
through the high M ckerrow range. The 
clouds north look good and are further away 
from the cold lakes. However, looking even 
further north, the cloudbase is lower. What's 
going on? Poor weather pushing into the task 
area? A convergence from the nearby 
Southern Ocean? I lose sight of Seb and 
reach the M ckerrows just below the ridge 
summit. I can't find a low gap to nip through 
and there's no climb. For a frustrating 
10 minutes I search for lift, whilst other 
gliders join me. The company's a joy, but 
the previous advantage is lost. 

Eventually I've enough height to fa ll over 
the ridge and to the dramatic new vista 
beyond. it's like that out here. A quick check 
on the PDA for the "oh shit!" option - where 
to go if the sink's bad. There's one landing 
within 20kms here, no road, no people, but 
an aerotow can be done (assuming they 
know you're there). I do a visual check on 
the ELT tied to my parachute harness and 
press on. The mountains here are shaped as 
my kids would draw them and the lakes an 
impossibly bright b lue, like some cheap 
holida>' postcard. The magnificent Hunter 
range is next and it's ridge soarable. That 
means the w ind has switched and is 
stronger. 1\11ight explai n the previous lack of 
lift and lowered cloudbase (always worth 
learning from the mistake). There's a glider 
about 3km ahead running the ridge. lt soon 
becomes c lear that I'm gaining- must be 
heavier - and I finally pull up alongside 
Steve in his Ventus 2. Time for a quick wave 
and exchange of pleasantries on the radio 
(we're all on the same ch<J nnel), then Ben 
Flewett ilppears as if from nowhere. This is 
looking better. Steve's near the lead overall 
and Ben's got the local know ledge to get us 
home quickly. Let's go! 

As we run along the Hunters and their 
spectacular mixture of ice, rock falls and 
steep-sided slopes, the cloudbase lowers 
until the gaps between snowline and cloud
base are like a series of letterboxes. The task 
direction means we need to slot through 
very soon and, once aga in, we make a quick 
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Above: The All Blacks Captain and keen glider pilot 
Richie McCaw (left) with Pete Harvey (John McCaw) 

Below: Omarama is on South Island (Sieve Long/and) 

turn, past a sheer rock face and then w itness 
another dramatic breathtaking vista change. 
just ahead, high on the next rock face, 
too sheer for ice or snow, four gliders are 
climbing. With the final turn point some 
20kms ahead, it means Steve, Ben and 
myself are battling for po ints 5, 4 and 3 
assuming we don't get bounced by another 
group behind us. Arriving at the sheer rock 
face, the previous climb is no longer there. 
Grrr. Stay ca lm. Beauti ful view, nice day. 
Concentrate. Where's the c limb? 

There's nothing else for it, we've got to 
push towards the next and final range, the 
Ben Ohaus. Lower than we'd like, since the 
lift is usual ly better higher up, but w ith this 
savage scoring system, there's little po int 

Hamilton-
Gisborne• 

Napier. 

• Wellington 

Christchurch 

Omarama 

•Dunedin 

waiting, since the o thers would catch us. 
it's lower risk to push on, covering more ai r 
and potential lift sources. As we meander 
towards the Ohaus, Steve's line is better, or 
ours worse, and suddenly he's 500ft higher. 
Seems he does that a lot out here. Climbing 
on the Ohaus, Steve needs less and he's 
quickly over the ridge and racing towards 
the turn . We're almost on final glide now, 
albeit 70kms to home, so it's vital to get 
each turn right. Another two gl iders join Ben 
and myself, just 1OOft higher. Oh noooo! 
The po ints are almost gone. Now we've got 
a race, but it's for the scraps! The next 20 
minutes are a blur of ice, snow, craggy rock 
faces and scree slopes, slowly giving way to 
the smoother lower slopes, then scraggy 
grassland and finally opening out to the dry 
Mackenzie b<Jsin and the glide home. 

it's been an adrena line ride. A three-hour 
rush that AI ton Towers would sel l for £10 
per minute and have queues for. A puzzle to 
solve, stunning scenery, a conversation with 
nature, sh<Hed with friends. lt rea lly doesn't 
get much better. 

"A conversation with nature" was a phrase 
co ined by Herbert Weiss in answer to the 
question: "Why do you glide" ? it's by far the 
most eloquent description I've ever heard, 
made all the more poignant when later that 
evening, after a brief search, the w reckage 
of his glider was found on a mounta inside 
- the most beautiful of locations for the 
saddest of outcomes. Herbert was gone and 
there seemed no logic or reason. We'd been 
so happy and now grieved together. After 
two days we decided to fly aga in. lt was 
time to enjoy this wonderful thing we do. 
I think Herbert would have approved. 

After a tense final day, Seb Kawa emerged 
as winner. Steve led for a couple of days and 
looked like he might add a GP World 
Championship tit le to add to his 18-Metre 
one, but it eluded him. Next time, mate. 

The New Zea land Air Games were led by 
IGC president Bob Henderson, w ith a good 
representation of air sports. Paragliders 
jumped out of helicopters and looped the 
loop. Skydivers dived, Jurgis Kai ries, world 
aerobatic champion, turned his Sukhoi 29 
inside out, aeromodellers stood on the 
ground and everyone seemed happy. lt was 
fun and although rain stopped play on the 
Sa tu rday, the Sunday delivered an 181km 
gl ider task, w ith full-on telemetry, fi lming 
from the helicopters, 4,000 spectators and 
commentary from laid-back glider pi lot Kirk 
Davis. We had a media event and the 
crowds actually waited until 5.30pm for the 
race to end- they were hooked! 

lt bodes well for the future. A irsport's Peter 
Newport 's dream and drive to bring together 
the technology to connect the public wi th 
our private sport is fina lly working. 

So many memories. My thanks to Bob 
King for rash ly lending me his fabulous 
ASW 27, to Gav Gouclie for loading the 
container, buying beer and being a diamond 
and finally to Steve for rescuing the hire ca r 
after my VNE dash to the airport was \. _ 
abruptl y curtailed by the boys in blue ... ~ 
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OUT GLIDI 
Soar Minden is proud to offer 5, 7 and l 0 Day holiday padcages 

Ther. mclude • Reno Tchoe A1rport Pick Up and Drop-Off • Hot I • Transport to and 
from motel • A Two Hour S1te & A1rcroft Check • Unlimited Fly~ng Each Day • 

Doily 3 000 QFE TO\v • Oxygen • Parachute • Barograph • Badge Proce~s1ng 
5 Day Package $1 249 Days $1,699 10 Days $2,499 

our cho1c or orrcrck- G I 03's l 02' LS3A or DISCUS B, MINI NIMBUS B LSA 
E·mail: soarminden@powernet.net. Web: http/ /www.soarminden.com 

Tel: 775 782 7627. Fax: 775 782 6505 

SOAR I G DREAMS COME T UE 

micro Recorder 
The new generation of flight data recorders 

@ SO Flash card version available 
@ Engine noise available 
@ USB file transfer 
@ NMEA and 5 volts output for PDAs etc 
@ Rechargeable battery life up to 100 hours 

From only 

£425+VAT 
lnd. antenna and USB 

data/charging cable 

Contact Graham on + 44 ( 0 ) 7968 066710, graham @ ewavion ic s . com or www . ewavion i cs . com 

LX avionic Ltd 
no more compromises ... LX 8000 

The LXBOOO is a high end vario navigation system with extremely bright colour display 
• Simple and logical user interface is designed for top-level competitors. club operation as well as 
for gliding beginners • Instrument is preloaded with worldwide terrain maps. airspace and airpor t 
dacabases • User friendly data exchange using SD Card e Integrated FLARM collision avoidance 
system e Integrated flight recorder according to the highest level IGC specification (approval 
pending) e Complex casks w ith assigned areas manipulation e Real-time fl ight optimization 
according to FAI and OLC rules e Almost unlimited TP database capacity. 

see www.bcovionlcs.co.uk for more info 
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The Platypus Papers: 6 
Fifty Years of Powerless Pilotage 

The ideal present! 
"All soaring pilots should have this book on 

their shelves" - George Moffat 
" Like Schweppes, it fizzes the whole way 

through" - Derek Piggott 
" Don't read it in public unless you are 

willing to make a spectacle of yourself laughing 
out loud" - Dave Allison 

"The funniest book ever written" - Platypus 

Buy onllne at www.gllding.co.uk 
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JAXIDA condensation free 
all-weather covers 

Protects your aircraft 
- Against sun, rain, and snow 
- Self-polishing action in the wind 
- Easy for one person to fit/remove 
-Two-ply fabric also good winter lair www.jaxida.com 

·----=---- - - -- - :::: -. -~ -.. - ---------.._,_ 

JAXIDA COVER, Strandmoellevej 144 · DK-4300 Holbaek, Denmark 
Tel. +45 5944 0725 · Fax + 45 5944 0609 · E-mail info@iaxida.dk 
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WINTER WEDNESDAYS REVISITED 

Phil Newman (right) updates us on what's worked so far - and 
what needs refining - In one team's business-minded, member-led 
approach to helping pilots progress during the UK winter 

THE Winter Wednesdays (WW) flying 
group at Lasham works by matching 
the supply of instructors, gliders 

and other resources to the demand for 
gliding instruction, type conversion, 
spec ialist <llld advanced training using a 
pre-booking system that replaces the club's 
casual flying list on Wednesdays from 
September 30 to March 31. I help Dave 
Bowtell, a full-rated instructor, run WW, 
and this is its third year of operation. 

The reasoning behind WW is that out-of
season flying is good for pupils and can be 
used for early solo pilots to make progress 
with both basic and advanced training: there 
is seldom enough lift to tempt you away 
from a chosen task, and there are often more 
challenging weather conditions to deal with. 
it's an informal group - there are no joining 
rules, forms or fees - Lasham members (and 
those from other clubs) can just turn up, 
although we prefer to hear from them first! 
WW is a means of trying out some different 
ways of organising a fl ying club's clays to 
deal with what several people in articles 
in S&C and Lasham's club magazine have 
discussed as the changing face of the sport 
- in particular the perception that gliding 
has become or is becoming the sport of 
the cash rich but time poor, and that the 
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traditional way of managing training using a 
casual flying list is no longer satisfying club 
members' expectations. 

Can I say first of all that we don't have all 
the answers, and this article's aim is to 
report what we have done on WW that has 
succeeded, what has failed, and where we 
think WW needs to go next to make further 
improvements. Can I also say to all those 
pilots who were helpfully critical of our 
early 2007 season that Dave and I agreed 
wholeheartedly with you - we fixed the 
problem, and as I write this WW has been 
operating for nearly three months this 
season. We have also looked outside WW 
at what others are now starting to promote 
at Lasham for some further improvements. 

Is the system broke? 
The traditional system of what at Lasham is 
called the Casual List has worked splendidly 
for dec<:~dcs, but is now seen to be less than 
idea l. To exaggerate in order to illu~trate 
(and in fact the staff and volunteers bend 
over backwards to make this happen 
very rarely) - quite simply, in summer 
Weatherjack gets the blame: 
1. The day is rated a rarely-seen 4, and so 
50 pupils arrive at 08.00hrs and sign on the 
casual list. However, the only way they will > 

Instructor Dave Bowte/1 (above) in the late afternoon on 

a 'Winter Wednesday" in March 2007, which began 

frosty, continued sunny and ended chilly. and (below) 

Phi/ Newman on the retrieve winch earlier the same day 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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WINTER WEDNESDAYS REVISITED 

get a flight with a volunteer instructor is 
to sit on their lap while they are flying the 
cross-country task in their own glider! 
2. Conversely, the day is rated a 0 and 
no-one turns up to keep the 10 available 
instructors company. 
3. If you can only come on the afternoon of 
a good soarable day and you adcl your name 
to the bottom of the very long casual list you 
probably won't get to fly at all. 

Volunteer instructors and pupils all have 
work and family pressures so instructors 
won't keep turning up if they don't get 
customers and nor will pupil/p ilots if they 
don' t get instruction . If they are lost to the 
club then the sport is in big trouble! 

Whatever happens now that Weatherjack 
has retired, I don't expect that lazy glider 
pilots making their own weather forecast 
(or cheating from another source) will 
change this situation until someone can 
convince them that a 0 or 1 rated day is 
a good day for training or keeping current. 

The alternative and simple answer is for 
all pilots to book on a week-long course 
with one of the professional instructor staff 
- the problems, of course, are firstly getting 
the cost and the time off work approved by 
the rest of the family, and secondly, in 2007 
in particular, choosing a ilyable week ... 

The approach 
WW was developed in the 2005 winter 
season by Dave Bowtell to give trainee pilots 
the opportunity of regular and intense 
training through the winter months, whether 
in the air or on the ground. We used the 
Lasham Onelist email group to publicise 
and to report upon its successes, and to help 
organise weekly flying. We made sure there 
were activities to keep pupils making 
progress with training whenever the weather 
stopped flying, including use of Lasham 's 
glider simulator. 

In the 2006 season we used the Lasham 
email list to encourage pre-booking of flying, 
and about 50 per cent oi those attending 
each week either emailed or phoned to let 
us know they were coming, and then we 
organised instructors and gliders to cope 
with what we estimated would be total 
demand on each day. This level of 
organisation meant that: 
A) We could regularl y achieve more than 
100 launches in a day, even on the short 
midwinter days; 
B) We could run mini-courses, allocating an 
instructor and glider to two or three pupils 
for intense day-long training; the cohort 
briefs and debriefs together, and those not 
flying retrieve and launch their glider to 
ensure a quick turnover. (In my view this is 
the single most important way to address the 
shortcomings of casual list flying). 
C) As we know people are coming in 
advance then if the weather makes the clay 
partly or wholly unflyable, we can organise 
things to do on the ground. 

We made such an impression (not least 
upon club statistics and iinances) that 
Lasham very kindly awarded Dave and me 
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"Wednesdays certainly has a team/club feel to it even if it does focus like a business on meeting customers' 

demands!'' says Phi/ Newman. Type conversions like this one are a specific goal that can be achieved in winter 

weather but even if the weather's unflyab/e a programme of activities ensures that pupils progress (He/en Evans) 

its Peter Davis Trophy for an outstanding 
contribution to a flying group for the 2006 
season, and this encouraged us to improve 
upon our success. I have to say that the 
award should really be shared with the 
instructors, both staff and volunteers, and all 
those who attended and worked hard to 
achieve this success- Wednesdays certainly 
has a team/c lub feel to it even if it does 
focus like a business on meeting customers' 
demands! 

Changes to the formula 
For 2007 we made some changes: 
1. Booking in advance via our email address 
- winterwednesdays@yahoo.co.uk - has 
been made easier, and those who book get 
priority over those who don't! Pilots can 
book for the morning or for the afternoon, 
telling us what time they are arriving and 
leaving- particularly useful for those at 
college or at school, managing school 
children, or taking hali clays off work. 
There's also a phone line for those who are 
not on email. 
2. By Tuesday afternoon we have compiled 
separate morning and afternoon flying lists, 
with each pupil allocated a training slot 
with a glider and an identified instructor 
to do whatever they have told us they need, 
from specific pre-solo training to advanced 
training or red card/Bronze tests . That 
instructor works their way through their 
morning and then their afternoon allocation 
- if they finish their list they start over again 
if there is time. 
3. We have changed and improved the way 
we organise and operate on the ground, 
speeding up the launch rate, and making 
sure pupils are ready to fly when their slot 
comes up. We get and rely completely upon 
great co-operation from instructors, tug and 
winch crews, which meons continuous 
operation through lunch. 

What hasn't worked? 
During each of the first four weeks of the 
current WVV season (autumn 2007 -spring 
2008) we had 35 to 45 pilots, ond more 
than 8-10 training gliders out- busier than 
most weekend groups! In this time we hod 
only one full flying day on the main runway. 
However, each week, even starling after 
midday, we have given everyone at least two 
flights, and on tvvo October Wednesdays we 
twice hod more than 100 launches. And in 
this success lay our problem(s): 
1. Coping with this number of pilots and 
giving each of them exactly what they have 
asked at particular times of the clay requires 
too much and too complex organisation. 
Getting everyone flying, particularly on short 
or interrupted days, means that we were not 
been able to offer mini-courses, and that we 
struggled lo give most people what they 
have asked ior. There are too many pieces 
of paper at the launchpoint, and it needs a 
flying list "secretary" to manage them (one 
of the better developments which means 
people were retrieved from jobs around the 
airfield in good time for their flying slot). 
2. Organising and running the complex 
flying lists increases the risk of volunteer 
burnout, which has afflicted most other 
successful groups. 
3. With these numbers we are under pressure 
to fly in more extreme conditions- which 
could encroach unJcceptably on the safety 
margin. 
4. With 10 instructors and 10 training gliders 
we were operating at maximum capacity all 
the time- a capacity we rarely needed last 
year, when often W\N ended when everyone 
had flown as much as they wanted to at or 
beiore sunset. 
5. Increasing the launch rate increases 
supply (the number of flights) but, because 
briefing time is lost between flights, can 
diminish the quality of training. 
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And what have we done about it? 
We learnt from the development of Lasham's 
Friday Group, and from the end of October, 
restricted the number of training gliders in 
use and rigidly enforced limits on list size. 
This has allowed us to re-introduce mini
courses, which, with the better weather of 
November, meant some great successes. 
With 100 per cent advance booking into 
the course list and nearly 100 per cent into 
the ilying lists we continue to run at full 
capacity, but we are now flying fewer 
people a lot more - some have up to 
eight flights per Wednesday - and flying 
regularly with the same instructor. Our usual 
aim is to fly each pilot more than three 
times. Only those who arrive later in the 
afternoon have had their flying curtailed by 
the progressively shorter afternoons of mid
winter. We are encouraging high aerotow> 
rather than multiple winch launches to 
provide longer basic training flights and so 
give better training opportunities- the aim is 
tu get as much training out of one or two 
flights as out of three or four, for no more 
significant cost to the trainee. 

What others are doing 
I apologise to Jnyone at other clubs who is 
also trying to organise flying in different 
ways- I know it's going on, but don't know 
enough to include what you are doing in 
this article (if you've got a story to tell on 
what your club is doing, please contact 
S&G's editor) . What I can describe is what's 
been happening at my own club. 

Summer evening groups at Lash,1m this 
year tried out some of the WIN booking and 
mini-course ideas, with some success. In the 
autumn, another day group - FridJys R4U -
has developed at Lasham from the best of 
what \1\1\;V has done - 16 mini-course slots 
are available eJch Friday, each with a 
minimum of three training flights with 
regular high-calibre course instructors. 
Booking on to these is completed by interne! 
or phone, and the course flying operates 
alongside the traditional flying list which, of 
course, is significantly limited in capacity. 
All in all, a far more productive set-up! 

The take-up of the course s'lots is slowly 
building, and Fridays R4U is a welcome 
development, whose start up coincided with 
us getting control of WW in late October. 

What is working at WW? 
While I'm not convinced that the change 
to cash rich/time poor pilots is nearly as 
complete as others believe, we can, with 
good organisation, cater for all. We will 
continue to attract people into the sport, and 
retain them, if they are convi.nced by their 
experience of advance booking they will get 
the training and support that they require. 
This is what WW and Fridays R4U are 
achieving. 

Now that WW has shared some of our 
USPs what is it that still marks us out? This 
is a member-led and club-supported group 
-the club support is at all levels and is 
absolutely essential. it seems we have finally 

February - March 2008 

Our aim in the sport is surely now to manage and to meet pilots ' expectations better than we have in the past, and 

to provide the most beneficial training solution, says Phi/ Newman. Matching supply of training with demand from 

pupils by advance booking is a key part of how WW is seeking to achieve that (He/en Evans) 

introduced the use of !he interne! to get a 
day's flying organised. Plenty of others have 
tried this but very few succeeded, and what 
we believe makes WW unique and has 
achieved this success is the way which we 
communicate with members. Nearly half of 
the Lasham membership subscribes to our 
mailing list. Each week we put out three 
emails to all members of our mailing list and 
together these generate a momentum which 
lasts throughout the week and keeps all WIN 
members informed and enthused: 
1. The 1'v\onday morning email is tor mind 
everyone to book in, and that there will be 
things organised if flying is delayed or 
abandoned- so far this year, in addition to 
navigation, airspace and circuit planning 
sessions, we have been introduced to driving 
the launchpoint bus, towing it with the 
winch in case of emergencies (at Lasham we 
often have to move off the main runway for 
a 757 or similar to use it), rigging some of 
the club's gliders, aerotow ropes inspection 
and most recently lectures on gliding 
accident trends and use of radio at the 
launchpoint. This email includes the booking 
form in two different electronic formats. 
2. The Monday evening email is from Roger 
Barber, our resident meteorologist, who 
sends this from wherever he is in the world. 
it helps people identify if this is the week for 
them to do something particular. 
3. The WW Report, which often also goes 
out to the Lasham Yahoo Group as well, is a 
report of what we did on each Wednesday, 
so people can see what we do and what 
they could have done. 

What I am told is the single biggest factor 
in making use of the internet accepted by 
so many members is that, in addition, 
nearly every single email or booking request 
receives a personal acknowledgement. 

We are often told by senior instructors and 
pilots that what we have been doing is so 

much better than the situation the casual list 
system has fallen into that they hope it is the 
way in which the sport will in the future 
become organised. However, the popularity 
of WW over other weekday and even week
end flying groups during winter is potentially 
its own undoing, and the sport therefore 
needs other groups to promote their own 
initiatives before the momentum and the 
progress to prc-booking using the interne! 
or email bui lt up by us over the last two 
years is lost. 

Our airn in the sport is sure ly now to 
manage and to meet pilots' expectations 
better than we have in the past, and to 
provide the most beneficial training solution. 
This cannot now, it seems to me, be 
achieved by relying solely on the traditional 
system, which lacked business organisation, 
and in spite of its undoubted successes for 
most of us in the past, underachieved for 
and often disappointed customers. 

WW has the advantage of organising 
demand and matching it with supply, but 
without restricting demand, WW, or 
operations like it wil l also underachieve. 

Dave and I are very happy to encourage 
and if asked help other groups develop the 
systems we have been using in order to 
spread demand until the status quo allows 
us to restore and further improve the \ . 
WW organisation. ~ 

The Lasham groups mentioned in this article can be 

reached at the iollowing addresses: 

winterwednesd<Jys®yalwo. cu. uk 

http:llgroups. yahoo. comlgroupl fridays_r _ 4 _u 

·n1c larger clubs like Lasham may have betler resources 

oi instructors, pupils and equipment, hut we know it's 

not only the big clubs that are improving the ways they 

operate. s.~c would love to hear what other c lubs are 

doing- just email editor@sailplancandgliding. o.uk 
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£34,084 Reference: 345579 
RAF Syerston, Newark, Nottinghamshire 

Based at the Air Cadet Central Gliding School, RAF Syerston, your duties will involve teaching, refreshing and 
examining trainee instructors from both conventional and motor glider Volunteer Gliding Squadrons. You will 
also give basic and advanced instruction to Air Cadets and assist in the running of the Gliding School. 

You will be a qualified gliding instructor (minimum Air Cadet B Category or BGA Ful l Rating), a proven team player 
with good communication skills and will have the ability to manage work and resources to achieve results. Motor 
glider instructional experience, PPL NPPL SEP or TMG are desirable, as is a knowledge of the Air Cadet Organisation . 
You will be given training appropriate to your experience, but w ill be expected to reach Air Cadet A Category within 
12 months of appointment. You will also be required to undergo and successfully complete a flying test and medical 
examination before being appointed and maintain these standards. You will be commissioned into the RAF Reserve 
and wear uniform in the rank of Flight Lieutenant. This is a reserved post and only UK nationals are eligible to apply. 

The normal starting salary for AVO 1 is £34,084 rising to a maximum of £40,515. In addition to basic sa lary a 12% 
'all hours worked allowance' is payable to compensate you for the varied and flexible hours of work. You may be 
appointed above the band minimum based on previous experience and currency in role. 

PARASENTIAL 
UK Agentfor 

SOFTIE PARACHU'lli 
(On display at the BGA Conference) 

www .paraseotial.co.uk OU56 381689/07752 419445 (Mrujorie Hobby) 
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Rieti in Italy is the venue for the 
2008 World Championships 
- here's how the British Team 
got on in the 5th Junior World 
Championships he1ld there in 
2007. Mark Holden reports 

AS A TEAM we all decided to go to 
Rieti for two weeks of practice before 
the st art of the competition. Most of 

the team had flown in Rieti the previous year, 
but since we had very little mountain flying 
experience between us we wanted to get as 
much prJctice in as possible. After a 20-hour 
drive we all arrived safe and sound in the 
picturesque valley that wJs our destination. 

Rieti is approximately 70km north east of 
Rome, lying in a wide flat valley at the base 
of a 7,000ft mountain called Terminillo. 
We were greeted by the very friendly locals 
but nothing appeared to be ready for the 
competition and everything seemed to be 
organised chaos. The task area given to us for 
the Worlds was not very big, but there was 
still < n advantage to be had from knowing 
the local hot spots and routes in and out of 
the valleys well. 

Our team coach, Robin May, had given us 
objectives to achieve in the practice weeks. 
The tasks in Rieti are usually of a set format: 

Main picture: launching at Rieti and (inset) soaring Termini/la. Above: Rieti Airfield and town (Photos: Robin May) down to the south across the plain of >-
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WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP VENUE 

Avenzano and then back north either on the 
front faces of the Apennine mountains or 
jumping across to th(_• eastern chain in the 
L' Aquila valley. 

The final glides can be very interesting 
because there is a valley that lies just to the 
north that can be used to ga in on your final 
gl ides. This "service valley" works with 
pretty much any westerly component in the 
wind and you can arrive below glide at the 
start and end up running the ridge for about 
20km or more (depending on how brave you 
are)- ga in ing on glide the whole way. lt can 
be a very unnerving experience on the first 
few attempts, but after a while we got used 
to it and knew exactly what heights we 
needed to keep it safe. From very early on 
we dec ided th,:Jt this would save us valuable 
minutes on each flight so we made sure 
we did a final glide from this di rection 
whenever possible. 

The practice week started well w ith 
convergences and 12,000ft cloudbases. 
VVe managed to see most of the task area, 
but unfortunately the weather was so good 
we didn't really manage to run the ridges 
and get in amongst the mountains. Each day 
we were achieving flights of well over 
100km and carrying out some of the tasks 
given to us by Robin . One day the team all 
flew the same 400km task at rid iculously fast 
speeds using the convergences. The Standard 
Class did just over l SOkm/h with the Club 
Class coming in at a more pedestrian 
135km/h (actual speeds!). The convergences 
set up perfectly on the second and third 
legs, enabling us not to turn for 200km. 

At the start of the second week the 
weather began to deteriorate and we started 
to see a different side of Rieti. In the first 
week the temperature had been around 
45°C; now it had dropped slightly but the 
air had become more stable. We still 
managed to fl y most days but there were 
no convergences to go and play w ith. 

We were now able to start flying on and 
in the mountains proper. We all had some 
rather memorable moments where we went 
off exploring and managed to get stuck over 
interesting terrain. Andy May and I got low 
the in the L' Aquila va lley to the east of 
Mount Terminillo but managed to climb 
away and escape back to Rieti through 
a valley that the loca ls very rarely use as it is 
totally unlandable. Simon got separated from 
us on one practice day: we had just enough 
height to pass over a sadd le into a safe 
landable valley, while Simon had to creep 
back around the front of a ridge over some 
rather interesting terra in. We later found out 
frofll the local pilots th<Jt we should have not 

Rieti is the venue for two Classes of Worlds in 2008. 

The teams representing Britain in World Gliding 

Championships in 2008 are: (at Rieti): Club Class 

- Pete Masson and G Dale; Standard Class - Leigh 

Wells (Champion), Richard Hood and Jay Rebbeck; 

(Lusse, Germany): 15-Metre Class- Leigh Wells and 

Tim Scott: 18-Metre Class- Phi/ Jones (Champion), 

Mike Young and Russell Cheetham; Open Class -

Pete Harvey and Sieve Jones 
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flown down th<Jt part icui<Jr valley with 
conditions as they were. 

With the weather not being particu larly 
good we decided to take a drive out to some 
of the valleys we would be flying over to 
look for safe landing options. On arriving in 
some of these va lleys we started to discover 
that most had only one or two safe places to 
land and even these would probably result 
in some damage to the gliders. We spent 
time discussing what the safest options 
wou ld be and how we would ,1ppro<1ch 
landing in these fields. This time later proved 
to be extremely valuable, as we found out 
during the competition itself. Other te<Jms 
that had not spent so much time looking into 
Sclfe landing fields ended up with d<Jm<Jged 
gliders. Many gliders were damaged through 
field I<Jndings; the airfield workshop regularly 
had camp tition gliders in it. 

With the first competi tion day rapidly 
<1pproaching the ltal i<Jn organisation did start 
to come together. The teams were invited by 
the mayor to <J n official function at the town 
hall , where we had to listen to seven 
different speeches in Italian <Jnd then listen 
aga in as they were translated. All this was 
done in <1 sma ll room w ith all the pilots 
and team c<Jptains squashed in, at a very 
uncomfortable 40°C temperature. We then 
had to go through a similar experience at 
the open ing ceremony, this time, though, 
w ith some rather interesting aerobatic 

VENICE • 
BOLOGNA• 

FLORENCE • 

SIENNA• 
•RIMINI 

I 
200 

~ 
ROME (~flieti 

• 
100 

NAPLES • • Mt Vesuvius 

TARANTO • 

displays from some very slow motorgliders 
and a K-21 . 

The first day arrived and we were feeling 
reasonably happy with all our preparations 
and were looking forward to putting all our 
hard work to good use. Unfortun<Jtely, they 
don't seem to like launching before 12.30hrs 
in Rieti, even if it is quite soarable. This 
meant that the tasks were quite often shorter 
than they shou ld have been. The results in 
both classes for the fi rst day were not th<Jt 
good, with disappointing performances from 
all the Brit pilots. We put this down to poor 
choice of start times and went in to Day 2 
still feeling con fident. 

During the next few ci<Jys we all managed 
to put in consistent resu lts <Jnd managed to 
make up for the points we lost on the first 
day. The weather was not behaving itself <Jnd 
was not up to usual classic Rieti stand<Jrds. 
This meant that the Club Class tasks were 
re latively small and restricted to the front 
face of the mountain ch<Jin, generally no 
more than 300km. The Standard Class had 
a bit more diversity in their task setting and 
were sent to some of the more interesting 
places. This allowed the pilots in the 
Standard Class to think for themselves and 
fly their own flights, whereas in the Club 
Class you always had to keep an eye on 
what the gaggle was doing. Inevitably we 
would come across the g<Jggles at some 
point <J iong the front face. 

The Standard Class didn't fare so well over 
the first few clays. Day 3 was particu i<Jr ly 
difficult with the task being over set and 
w ith sea air encroaching into the valley that 
they had to cross to reach the second TP. The 
met provided at briefing was interesting with 
<1 soaring index given each day. Every day 
the index would change but no-one actually 
seemed to know what it related to. This 
made the task setter's job difficu lt and we 
never seemed to make the rnost of days. 

D<1y 4 was also challenging: it looked like 
it was going to be a straightforward AAT, but 
as we were le<Jving briefing we were told of 
a small forest fire in the drop Lone are<J. 
No-one thought any more of it, but after the 
first launch time had been and gone we 
started to ask the organis<Jtion what was 
happening. Apparently lt<J iian air law states 
that there is a requirement to have a five
mi le exclusion zone around any forest fire. 
Even though the pilot of the plane who was 
extinguishing the fire had s<J id it was okay 
for us to launch, the organ isation were not 
happy to let us go. This put the launch time 
back several hours and the task time was 
reduced <Jccorclingly. When we finally 
launched <Jt 15.10hrs it proved very difficult 
for us to get up to a sensible st<J rt height. 
We could see people st<Jrting above us and 
we re<J IIy wanted to go, but just couldn't 
quite get the climb. Eventuall y once we had 
started and got to the first sector we had 
c<J ught the gaggle but didn't have <1 good run 
b<Jck and lost nearly five minutes. This put us 
well down the resu lts for the day. 

The next two days proved to be very 
productive for both classes, with some very 
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The Juniors at Rieti, 

pictured from left: 

Simon Barker 

Mike Co/tett 

Mark Holden 

Shaun McLaughlin 

Andy May 

Tom Smith 

The photo was taken by 

Team Coach Robin May. 

Andy's father 

good results for the Standard Class and two 
back-to-back 1st and 2nd for myself and 
Simon Barker. This al lowed Simon and me 
to get to fewer than 40pts from Gold, 
putting us in a good position for the second 
half of the competition. 

The Standard las. were also still in a 
good position and, although not as close to 
medal positions as the Club Class, were still 
doing well and anything could happen. 

Day 7 proved to be the worst day of the 
camp for Simon and me in the lub Class. 
lt saw a return of classic Rieti conditions 
- lots of cumulus and a high cloudbase with 
the potential of a convergence setting up on 
the second leg going back north. 

With all this to look forward tow set off 
on the 340km task - looking forward to 
having a good flight and romping around. 
We did manage a very fast long first leg, 
but after that it all started to go wrong. On 
getting back to the first big mountain after 
cross ing the valley to the south, it was all in 
shadow from a large shelf of spreadout. This 
stopped us from getting high enough to get 

over the mountain and to the convergence 
that had set up on the Gran Sasso to the 
east. Most of the other Club Class pilots had 
gone around in their usual large gaggles and 
managed to get over the mountain to get to 
the convergence. All three of us then had to 
work our way up the front face. On looking 
at the results for the day we had lost over 
200 points on the leaders. The met was now 
showing that we had possibly only two days 
left to make up the lost po ints. 

The Standard Clas had a better day w ith 
higher placings after a good run in the 
convergence to the east. Andy and Shaun 
were still on for a good placing in the 
top ten . 

The last two days of fl ying aw relatively 
short. tasks with both classes putting in solid 
performances. Unfortunately Simon and I 
were not able to gain back the points we 
lost on Day 7. Even w ith the help of the 
Standard Class boys we just couldn't quite 
get the extra 100 points we needed to get 
into the medals. Simon and I had a great last 
day, starting almost last on the 190km tas~ , 

catching up the pilots in medal positions. 
Simon managed second for the day, whereas 
I pushed too hard toward the end and didn't 
get the climb I needed to get on to a fast 
final glide. This was a frustrating day 
because we could have flown a much 
larger task, allowing us to make up va luable 
points, but the organisation (after some 
deliberation) made us change runways 
after briefing, which lost a large amount 
of usable day. 

Overall, fly ing in Rieti was great fun and 
I would thoroughl y recommend it to anyone 
wanting to experience mountain flying. 
All of the team enjoyed themselves and we 
would like to thank our crews and especia lly 
Harry M idcl leton and Marjorie for acting as 
our Team Captains and also Robin May for 
sharing his knowledge of mounta in flying as 
Team Coach. Rocket Software, our sponsors, 
also provided us w ith funding that allowed 
us to compete and practise for two weeks 
before the competition. Good luck to the 
guys who will be competing there at 
the Worlds this year. ~ 

British Gliding Team - ~one Team~ One Aim 1 

BRITISH GLIDING TEAM MANAGER 
The British Gliding Team Manager, Brian Spreckley, intends 
to 'retire' from this voluntary role during 2008. 

If you feel that you are able to contribute to the ongoing 
success of the British Gliding Team in this voluntary leader
ship role by maintaining the focus on excellence and contin
uing to develop our strong competitive philosophy, we 
would really like to hear from you. Please forward a brief CV 
including covering letter headed 'Team Manager' to; 

Russell Cheetham 
Chairman of the BGA Competitions and Awards Committee 

BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester LE1 4SE 

Or email c/o pete@gliding.co.uk 

All applications will be treated in confidence 

February - March 2008 

BRITISH GLIDING TEAM 
SPONSORSHIP MANAGER 

The British Gliding Team will shortly require the assistance of 
a Sponsorship Manager. If you have the appropriate experi
ence, skills and time available to join the British Team in th is 
important part-time remunerated role, we wou ld like to 
hear from you. Please forward a brief CV including covering 
letter headed 'Sponsorship Manager' to; 

Russell Cheetham 
Chairman of the BGA Competitions and Awards Committee 

BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester LE1 4SE 

Or email c/o pete@gliding.co.uk 

All applications will be treated in confidence 
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BITTERWASSER 

Soaring over Namibia 
Sigi Baumgartl, twice Barren 
Hilton Cup winner, describes 
his first flight over the deserts 
of Namibia in South West Africa 

I HAD already heard and read a lot about 
Bitterwasser, most recently via a postcard 
from Uwe F6rster, member of the council 

of Bitterwasser, in which he reminded me in 
his obliging manner about the site, having 
waylaid me last spring at an information 
stand at the Aero in Friedrichshafen. After 
I had contacted Lydia and Jurgen Casper, 
everything else, such as the registration, the 
formali ties for the transport of the glider and 
the remaining preparations for an unusual 
journey, went almost automatically. At first 
I hesitated as to whether I should make the 
trip to Namibia in that year, but Lydia, the 
hard-working President of Bitterwasser, 
with her Bavarian-Swabian thoroughness, 
left me w ith no alternative, and I am 
glad she did. 

Following the flight to Windhoek, the 
short drive to Bitterwasser gave me my first 
impressions of the country of Namibia, with 
its wide open spaces and only 1.8 mi ll ion 
inhabitants, w ho are so widely dispersed 
that human contacts are something special. 
After three hours' drive through blinding 
light, with one eye on the tempting sky and 
the other on the wide landscape of savanna 
and desert, the gliding farm appeared from 
nowhere. 

The next day the parts of the glider, whi ch 
had already been transferred from the 
container to the hangar, were put together to 
make the familiar aircraft. By the time I had 
acquainted myself with the details of 
Bitterwasser, the next day had arrived. I took 
off for my first flight after the other pilots at 
around 12 noon, to test the instruments and 
to get accustomed to the country. 

"Go straight there," the glider pi lot thinks. 
When I got " there", although I was 50km 
away from the Bitterwasser pan, at 3000m 
above ground and with a superb view of the 
Namib Desert, it seemed no more than 
20km. it is good that we have GPS, moving 
maps and other innovat ions, such as a turn 
point list in which landing fields are marked. 
Thanks to th is good preparatory work by 
Bitterwasser glider pilots, I was able to fly 
further north-west with no uneasy feeling, 
from one landing field to the next. I just had 
to cl ick the next landing field on the TFT 
display of my iPAQ computer and it showed 
me the arrival altitude, which was always 
over BOOm. Hardly aware that I was flying in 
a strange country over savanna and moun
tainous desert, I soon found myself 220km 
from the start point. 
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Sigi in a chalet at Bitterwasser planning his next task 

Forgetting my original intention to fly only 
two hours, I followed a c loud street to the 
south which was marked by considerable 
turbulence and clouds hanging down like 
flags from the Cu bases. A few days later 
I rea lised that I was enjoying the famous 
"Bitterwasser convergence", produced by 
warm desert air from the east meeting 
maritime ai r from the west. 

The result is a band of ascending air 
boosted by a mountain range, running from 
north to south at the boundary between the 
Namib Desert to the west and the higher 
inland plane, the savanna. 

This phenomenon can stretch for more 
than SOOkm, as I lea rned later. On my first 
flight I experienced 370km, flyi ng 76 per 
cent of the time in a straight line (on later 
flights I achieved 88 per cent) with a mean 
airspeed of 250km/h and a mean glide ratio 
of 80, at a wing loading of only 35kg!m2 
(Ventus CM 17.6m, w ithout water ballast). 
The altitudes at which you can fly in 
Namibia are fantastic, on this day between 
4,000 and 5,000m MSL. This increases the 
ground speed by about a quarter. Over the 
distance of 370 along the Namibian desert 
I averaged 135km/h with ease. 

But the view was magnificent. Whilst 
easily reachable and landable turnpoints 
rushed past on the moving map in the 
cockpit, a spectacle I had never before seen 
unfolded outside. Ahead, deep blue sky 
alternated with whi te cumulus clouds, which 
dissolved into grey, downward-hanging tails, 
or so it seemed. Sometimes these tails were 
mixed with reddish-brown ones reaching 
over 3000 m down to the ground, again 
seemingly. In rea li ty, it was sand being 
carried up from the ground and mixing with 
the condensation of the convergence, which 
sets in far below the general cloudbase. 

For a short time I heard a noise like 
raindrops hitting the glider, but I could not 
see any rain. lt was sand from the Namib 
desert, although the sand trails were far 

behind me. Thus there is sand at an altitude 
of 4500m, which is invisible, but can be 
heard due to the speed and the resonance of 
the glider. 

Below, the savage desert mountains, 
jagged and grey, and the dry canyons 
displayed their characteristic shapes and 
colours. To the left - I was flying south 
-I could see the high savanna of the west 
edge of the Kakahari Desert with its many 
dry lakes and long, straight, red sand dunes, 
I Om high, stretching for many kilometres. 
There are plains w ith regularly arranged 
trees which survive the desert climate, and 
green vegetation along the dry rivers. 
Suddenly a farm appears, in the middle of a 
vast unpopulated area. This part of the world 
is certainly difficult to land in and hostile to 
intruders who do succeed. 

But these are only hypothetica l thoughts, 
because from 3000m above ground you can 
reach landable areas and above all such 
strong thermals that make you catch your 
breath, as indicated by the warning signa l 
of the oxygen supply. 

The scenery on the right, where the west 
boundary of the convergence can be seen, is 
the climax of Nature's spectacle. Everyth ing 
which is produced by water vapour and 
desert sand in the sky, and then disappears, 
ends here. The deep blued sky is the 
complementary colour to the orange of the 
Namib Desert, with its tongue-like intrusions 
into the chain of mountains running from 
north to south. The bare desert, consisti ng 
only of sand brought from South Africa by 
the Oranje River, lies in the glare of the sun 
moving from the zenith to the west. 

it is hard to believe that all this sand, so 
the geologists say, came from the river 
mouth more than 1 OOOkm away and was 
carried here by the surf and the wind. O n 
the other hand, it is feasible if you consider 
the time- tens of millions of years- wh ich 
the wind had to accomplish the transport. 

Viewing this enchanting panorama I flew 
almost three hours due south at an average 
speed of 136km/h; then the convergence 
line bent to the south-east, and I, as if drawn 
by magic, wanted to follow it. 

I had long ceased to worry about the time, 
when I saw from the moving map that I was 
280km from Bitterwasser. it was 16:45, only 
two hours and 45 minutes to sunset. In the 
direction of Bitterwasser, a blue sky without 
cumuli smiled at me malic iously. 

I began to get worried, because, given the 
1 Okm/h head wind, I needed to average 
11 Okm/h to land before sunset. This meant 
I needed an average c limb rate of 3m/s, 
which I did not expect to find in blue 
thermals so late in the day. 

In gliding, the longer way is often the 
faster. So I flew back along the convergence 
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with a deviation of 40° from the course to 
Bitterwasser, and enjoyed the spectacle once 
more, this time with mixed feelings. After 
130 km, I turned towards Bitterwasser, and 
despite the 1 5 per cent extra distance I had 
three advantages: my average speed until th e 
change in course was 140km/h, the head
wind component was smaller and there were 
some isolated cumuli to mark the 
thermals. 

The safe final glide with the potential 
energy of 3000m above ground, with the 
reassurance of the electronic aids in the 
cockpit and the sun behind me, lasted 
almost a hour. This was the perfect end of a 
gliding day, with new co lours and shapes 
appearing as the sun was setting. Details 
on the ground bee<1me visible, without any 
worries about being too low, even though 
the landing point was still far away. The 
figures on the computer display said every
thing. In the warm evening light they 
showed a positive height above the glide 
path, the course and the time of arrival. 
What more can the glider pilot ask for? 

Approaching Bitterwasser, a voice on 
123.60 MH z woke me from my reverie 
and reminded me of the practical piloting 
matters. it was the unmistakable voice of 
jean-Renaud Faliu in French German-English 
which brought me back to reality. 

He wanted to know all the details of my 
approach, and above all for me to report 
"gear down and locked". When I also 
succeeded in stopping at least 1 OOm before 
the wind sock, as he instructed, I was 
completely satisfied, and able to look 
forward to the next briefing with no fear of 
reproach. 

The flight was hardly more than a sight
seeing flight and did not make full use of the 
meteorological possibilities of the day, as my 
small mean climb rates and forward speeds 
show. On good days, the mean rate of climb 
is 2.8m/s, as I later found out. 

In Bitterwasser, landing is always followed 
by the second climax of the day, the dinner, 
which deserves a lot of praise. The hosts 
also ask about your flight, and if you tell 
the truth and perhaps 53}' a word too much, 
Uwe smiles even more and demands a 
report. 

Flight data (from See You) : 

Ventu.> CM 17.(>m, 3B kg/m' 

durJtion: 7h 39min 

average height 4000m amsl 

datQ: D ember 9, 2005 

distJnce nown: 938km (three turn points) 998km (over 

th e~ ground) 

average speed: 1 2 3 km/h 

awrilge c limb ra te 2.2 m/s 

circling time: 28 per cent 

mean glide ratio 56 at 150kmlh IAS 

Sigi Baumgarcl has been flying for 44 years and did his 

first 7000km flight in 1974 in cencml Europe. Winner of 

three world records, 75 German records, 7 0 German 

class records he has twice won the Barron 1-lilton 

( up, in the I S-metre and two-seater classes 

February - March 2008 

Clockwise from above: 

Namib Desert (looking west) at the border with the 

north-south mountain range, taken from a point 200km 

from Bitterwasser at a height of 3,500m AGL; 

Thermalling above the 10-metre high sand dunes; 

Namibian mountain desert from 3000m AGL; 

The chalets and lines of palm trees at Bitterwasser; 

Thunderstorm during a cross-country flight 

All photographs courtesy of Sigi Baumgartl 
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THE VITAL INGREDIENTS 

The recipe for a great season 

Jeremy (left) with help to derig the K-21 after his first 
/andout, and (right) earlier in the season next to the K-8 
after doing his five hours on only his second flight in it 

This story from Jeremy Hamiii-Keays, a Briton who lives, works and glides in Sweden, demonstrates 
that the vital ingredients for a great gliding club are the same wherever in the world you may be 

FROM THE pundits I have heard that last 
season was not so great, but all I can say is 
what a great se<tson I have had. Conversion 

from fabric to plastic, solo, iive hours (in my 
second flight in the K-8), Silver height (on my third 
flight in the K-8), starting to fly locnl tasks as fast 
as I can, a minute's flying inverted, cross-country 
training, my first out landing and the last flight of 
the st•dson, a crack in the Discus - what a plane. 

Luck, some good weather, great Jircrnft, and 
getting out of bedt•arly have played their roles. 
But there was one other vital ingredient, without 
which all oi this would not have been possible, 
and every club needs it ... 

How about the many instructors I have flown 
with? They hilve provid cl continuous support, 
Concentrating on what I did right, showing me 
how to fly better and showing patiencc and 
good humour no matter how long it takes me to 
get something right. They sit in the back, letting 
me fly as much as possible when they could be 
soaring in some high-tech ship. What star; they 
are. Their advice and encouragement - "You are 
doing great, fly it as much as you want and have 
fun!" gave me five hours on my second flight in 
the K-8. I needed a Volkslogger to do my Silver 
height. I had the K-8 to myself, and was pottering 
about. Having mentioned I was used to barn
graphs (if you don't remember them, enjoy your 
youth), a Volkslogger, cab les, attachments and all 
sorts of advice came courtesy of a helpful comp 
pilot. After 20 minutes the K-8 was cabled up and 
ready to go. Dumped into a thermal and off to 
cloudbase ... Silver height in '10 minutes. 

Despite this help, though, the Volkslogg~·r in the 
K-8 still rema ined a irustrating problem for me. 
No regular attachment and so much hassle to get 
it fitted. One Saturday after an hour mucking 
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about on my own, I gave up, but had mentioned 
it to some of the older members of the club. Next 
day I had a phone call: " leremy the K-8 is wired 
up and rpountings fitted, just place the Volkslogger 
on the mount, connect and you arc good to go." 
Amazing, I am so grateful. 

The next weekend I attempted the local SOkrn 
task. I managed to screw up, so missed a tu rn 
point, but getting the logger up and runn ing took 
one minute of time and I hit the best part of the 
day. Without the generosity of others I doubt 
I would have even attempted it. 

And I did fly a 100 km task this year. Okay, it 
was in the Dimona hut it was great, and only 

"We flew for three hours, chatting, having 
fun, and even soared with a buzzard. We 

must have done over 200km, just pottering. 
What a great way to spend an afternoon!" 

possible due to a lovely chap who was willing to 
throw himself into the air despite the low cloud
base Jnd the football on the telly. We looked at 
fields, fl ew the route and practised iinal glide. 
lt h-as given me so much encouragement to get 
cross-country. 

I love aerobatics but am not qualified. Despite 
this, I have had several flights this season. Each 
time I asked, I got a "yes". Same instructor every 
time. it made otherwise dull days absolutely 
brilliant- who cares if the sun isn't shining? 

If you have never done it you h,we to roll 180° 
and fly inverted for a minute. Roller coaster rides 
are for chi ldren! 

One day due to various problems, I couldn't ily 
the K-8. Instead I sat on the ground in a bad 
mood, sul king. An angel appeared and asked if 
I would li ke to fly in the DG-1 000 with him. 

I agreed, maybe not wi th the best of humour, 
but he smiled, stuck m , in the front ,:llld we were 
off for one of the best flights that season . I was 
shown how to fly fast into thermals, pull up, turn 
and hit thermal ling speed in one easy movem •nt. 
We flew for tlm-.>e hours, chatting, having fun, 
and even flew with a buzzard. We must have 
done over 200km j ust pottering around local ly. 
What a great way to spend an afternoon. 

One of my last lessons was to land out in a 
field . The season was slowly w inding down, 
and there were not so mJny people out at the 
field. To ga in the oiiicial certificate we would have 
to derig the K-21. I thought my chances were nil : 
who wants to stay late after a long day's ilying 
when it's co ld and beers are calling? 

Well , the instructor, th , duty pilot, another 
instructor wi th a tow hook on her car and a 
student who I had met for the first time that 
morning- they all did. No wavering from any 
of them, just go off and do your rh ing jeremy. 
And I did. I still owe you guys dinner. 

I think SSFK is a gre<J t cluh, f,,ntasti planes, 
absolutely gorgeous <J rea to ily. Al l I can say is 
if you need any help just ask - I' l l be there. 

M y advice to others is: if you s e some poor 
lost oul running around, , ee if you an lend 
a hand. Don't be shy. lt makes al l the difference 
between a so-so season and a great one. 

)eremy flies at Stockholm Segelllygklubb (SSFK), north of 
Stockholm near Enkoping in stunning countryside and 
clear uncontrolled skies. l-Ie started i1ying at Chilterns at 
RAF Ha/ton for SOp a launch when he was I S. "I 
enjuyed train ing and suing 'solo' so much, I have done 
it three limes," he says, "the previous time in the UK 
about 15 years aso at Edgehi/1. In total/ have 80 hours, 
an ,,w(ullot of them in K-8s ... " 
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u 
news 

Banbury (Hinton-in-the-Hedges) 
AT our AGM in ,'\Jove::.:rnber there w,h <1 un.:m imou~ vol~ to ch.1nge 

our n.unP iro!ll Aquila to Bnnbury Gliding Club. 'Ne Jrc confident 

this will help promntP thC' dub ,'\nd g;_lin more lo J l ~upport. \!Ve 

h~d the· .mnu~1l Jw<1rds ior vt~rious Jchit'vemcnts. Nick TJrbox 

rt.'LC'iv('d thL' aw.ml fur "Most Promising Pi lot of the Year:" Pcler 

t mcham ;)nd 1-!oger Coomb~ received the Jim \".fright Trophy ior 

~ouhmen of the YL~ru'', Tim VVheeiN .uul Tony Limb rf't eivc·cl 

awurds ior thl.' "' Hest r.light oi thL' Year" and "Cross-coufllry" 

r{·spt't'tively. Juhn G iddings won th~· c lub l,1ddc r. \Ne ht~ve .1 !1 h<Hi 

J v<T)' wpt yPt1r but in spite ot this our .1 iriidd h.Js re rnJint:.'CI 

operational dnd with the onsldught of winter we would be hJppy 
to inviiL' members t'rom oth(.'r clubs to lly with us il their airiirld 

i:; \\\llerlogged. 

Kod \Vatson 

Bannerdown (RAF Keevil) 
WXrD conditions have resulted in a lot of iun <It Bannerdown 

thi!> winter. ovt•rnhe:r ~w the ridge taking a cloud s:tre •t to 

..,,I)I:!Oit Jnd Jlso sumt~ wav(:, \ ith nn Peach up nt 7 ,HOOf!. 

Tht,.c wtlS contus1on arounrlthc \,:,unch point at the s1ght o f Neil 

Cera~hty p<linting nt.1gnolic1 sque~rc on lht' .:;, ide oi the n.Ul\'iJy 

one Wl't:k1·nd. lt bec.Jme d c:.r \vhen th K· D and K-21 k~pt 

IJnding "ncilr" it. 111e ovt·rall winner ol the spot lundi ng 

cornpl'lif ion wJs Jon J\ rnnkl dos •ly fu llowccl by M.1rk Critchlow. 

\\\- wdrom.ed three new junior mPml ~ - Je_n ny llen; Ben 

Oowler Jnd Mall VVi lding - to th(! dub. $c) iar OecernUer has 

b(•cn W('l ,1nd windy 1rl al for gLI! ling lots of odd joh donr-. 

Debb Hackett/ Andy Miller 

Bath, Wilts & North Dorset (The Park) 
DICK Yerburgh h:ts now completed the modific:t~tion on tht• 

PJwnee ;1itcr wurking m,1ny long hour~. lie is now deJi ing \vith 

ti-e C of A. Our thanks go to Die.. k !or his t•fiorrs. Con 1r.Jttdations 

go ttJ i'Aikc· Tohin, who has rc-soloed aiter a lung break. M ike 

h..rs tx..oen ,, quiet hut ,1ctivp memlJ ·r o:;ince he joine·d, <md hi~ help 

W the !'!UmnlC'r w.1s inv~du;Jhl(•. The Preentolion EvC'ning was ;1 

wu s and well supportt.>d. Congratulations go to Col in Field, 

cadet member, w ho won ~~ number of trophit•s, hut is curr~ntly 

,nvo~r 1,1king .1 gc1p year in C.1nadJ. Hi ~ father collr-ct('d the 

'''lJihics for him. Fl!miliJr names Mike Thornc, Mike Schloucr, 

Geoti l lumflhries, Stuart Non h. David PJrkes .1nd L~l u.rft• Smith 

w l!('("t• d the remaining trophies. Gt.:off Pook rollt"Ctcd the 

\\·efl.dc5erV('(l JWMd for his out.st~tnding contrlbutitJO to the club 

dudng the ycM. VVithout Gcoif Wt~ would not h.:1ve J serviceable 

PUlllilCZ!rr1ill:.'r. 

)an Smith 

Bidford (Bidford) 
I TIIINK many o i you w ill join LJS in sayinH goodUye Jnd good 

riddJncc to !.lit yeJr. lt cert.Jinly WdS a ch<1llcnge ior us, ;md we 

also wi!>h -a continued speed>' recuvt ~ry to thosC' of our mcmb0rs 

•::ho did not h~wc the. best oi hc<JIIh. \•Ve hove. hJd some good 

Please send news to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 
or to Helen Evans, BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan 
Way, Leicester LE1 4SE to arrive by February 12 for 
lhe nex1 issue (later deadlines at www.gliding.co.uk) 
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news though, .md we congratulate Phi I .1nd Chrio,; llfty lor, 

M ik1· \•VC'I l~ and Ken F<tirclough for achieving their firs.t solo, 

and to Peter FabiJn fo r r~-suluing aite r il b re.1k. V\1cll dnnl~ .1s well 

10 Kcith Brackstnnt: ;md A. ldn \ •VJ!I.lCc io r m.l nilging to get 

t·nough inslrtlcl ing in l;1s1 year ior us to put sum money hulk 
into th(•ir ilying JCcount. Keith is vvcll on his wny to do ing the 

same fnr !his year Jlre.:1dy! To find uut more <~bout this, S('(' 

WW\-v.bidfordgliding.co. vk!in~rructor~. htrn. VVe will try and 

rekindle our usu~1 l iJntasric weather 'window' fur our 

~t.t;iontll Competition this yl•ar (which runs from June 21 -29) 

you on downlo.td yuur entry form from our wC'bsite Jl 

\VW\V.hidr(Jrdglirling.r o.vk 

Lynne Burkert 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
THE 2007 Booker ex1wdition to Ahoyne .ach ievl.){i th~.:.· io llowing: 

)im P~ngdly, Louis Quanly - Gold height; Sieve Brown. Stove 

\1Vil ll~1ms - Diamond height and live hours; John Herm.:m · 

O i.Jmo nd h light After two yeJrs J .s lr asurer Jlm VVhitc is hJnd

lng over 10 lJrt1ham Morphy, a re11 red accuunt,lnt Jnd iormer 

tred.'!Urt!r of a !:!.ai ling cluh. VVcicome GrJh~Hll clncl th.:·mks to Jim. 

Some ot you will h.wt.' caught news items ~ugg('5ting the ailiield 

h.1s 11Cl~n sold; this is not true bur the BA subsidiJry company. 

whi<..h ht'.ld the lease and m.lnilges the field, h:ls h<..'<.'n sold to ,, 

pro~erty cmd hotel investment g rnup , Tlw Aro1.1 f.1n1ilyTrus:L. 

Surinrl r rora learnt to fly at Booker Jnd has ;Jccumul<lted over 

800 hours. The d11e for this y~.tr's Hooker Regiun.1ls h;1s bc('n ~<.·t 

from July I Y-27 Hii ori<...tlly we htwe rn.1nage.rl surprisingly well 

for wealher m Bri11sh summe.r5, ev :on IJst year. Still to ome this 

winter, aiter th ' s ries of BronZ.(.' IPc,:.turcs and aPrnb.ltic course;., 

ar the last tw(J .:.ud1 u:Jutse for this w intt ·r. in Febru.~ry lmcJ 

M;lrch. Finally O.wid Sc.:otl and 1 ~1n Simmons, with the support of 

\NycurnlJ<.! Council, have produced J book un tht! histucy oi avi.l

tion in tht· area, ;wolilable (rom th d ub, with prOLeeds to the 

Thames Valley Air Ambu lance. 

Roger Neal 

Borders (Milfield) 
OUR wave Wl·eks provt•d to be <mother great ~uccess with some 

iantastic ilying. In the IJst weE:k o( Octoher John RichJrdson 

(Ci rru~). M ike Crews (\legal, lan Russell (Skylark 4) Jnd Brian 

~rown IDG-300) a ll climbed tn Dio1mond height. lu les Sullon 

(l.AK 17) reached our TRA(G) Wdve box limit ~~ f:L240 and had (o 

break oH his climh. I );we \•Vilson !1\ S\tV 15b} did what is now 

u;nunonly callt-'<.1 .)t !Jorders <l 'Bob Cas:,idy', missing uut on his 

D i;1mond by SOOit. Wdl done 10 all, .1 nd J thanks to the BGC tug 

pilots for enduring the rough, without ;J.ny smooth! Katc 1\~hley 

WilS sent solo by our CFI Bill Stephcn in October. VVc ll done from 

all o f us at Borders ior that. Also syndicaH~ pMtncr::. Mike Smith 

claimed his five hours Silver dur<Hion and Gr;1 h~111l White 

dimhL'd to I 2,()(Xlit in their Skylark 4. VVe arl .. now sl~ut ing to 

take bookings for our next lot o r' wave weeks. Sec our wehsi tc· 

diJry tor more inform.ltion on hc.1w to book. 

Rich Abcrcrombie 

Bowland Forest (Chipping) 
IT is w ith gn~at sJdness th,Jt we must Jnnoum:.t' the death of t\lan 

Forbe~ fo llowing a long i llness. AIJn w;1s a longstJnding and very 

au ivr mcmb(;•r, pulling n1.1ny yeors o f servic(;' in on behalf of the 

tlub, with no personal rt-wMd. He will be grc.ltly missed by :--

Above: Burn GC's oldest and youngest solo pilots 
present Lee Davison of the Yorkshire Air Ambulance 
with a cheque for £500. Frank Thompson, aged 88, is 
a former chairman, CFI and tug pilot, and remains an 
active pilot and winch driver. Paul Basset soloed on 
his 16th birthday last June. The money was raised by 
the club through the year and presented during the 
Christmas lights switch on in the village of Burn 

Below: Chris Hay/or has soloed recently at Bidford 

Middle: Banbury GC's Rob Crank, John Giddings, 
Tony Limb and Phi/ Do/ins with their club awards 

Bottom : the trophy winners for 2007 at The Park 
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;» Below: These Blokarts - mini lanclyachts with a three-wheeled steel chassis and a single hand-controlled sail steered 
by a tiller bar - took part in the British Blokarting Championships at Aston Down in November, writes Cotswold GC 
Chairman Mike Weston. Around 50 Blokarts - operated in the UK under the British Land Speedsail Association 
(BLSA) - raced, following a successful Blokarting trial at the site. If all started when Cotswold GC was approached by 
a group of enthusiasts looking for an alternative place to sail their Blokarts, the usual location being a sanely beach. 
Because Aston Down is a very large airfield with two hard runways and plenty of grass for landing, the club decide 
losing a small area of a runway would not present a problem. This would also be an opportunity to diversify, would 
complement existing gliding and model flying uses, and would increase membership and bar sales/ CFI Simon 
Buckley created a operating agreement to define the operational areas and procedures. The Blokarters operate on 
a small section of whichever runway is not in use at the time and will always be on the upwind side of the launch 
operation. They sail around a course of inflatable buoys, requiring a surprisingly small area. Blokarters are associate 
members, which allows the use of the airfield and facilities with an agreement to operate within defined rules. We 
have proved that the two sports can coexist and interest has been such that at least one CGC member has bought a 
Blokart and a local Blokart agent is offering membership of CGC with every sale. This venture has brought in new 
members, revenue and new opportunities; we hope to host more Blokarting competitions and we are also considering 
combining the two sports in corporate and group events. Blokarting is a relatively new sport and the BLSA is looking 
for other possible venues. Check out www.theblsa.com or contact me on chairman@cotswoldgliding.co.uk if you want 
info on joint operations. With our mile-long runway, we await the right day to go for the Blokarting land speed record! 

54 

Above: an unusual view last summer of the lion on the 
Dunstable Downs that advertises Whipsnade Zoo, as 
seen from a London GC tug (www.blacknosugar.com) 

Below: A self portrait of Jim Pengelly in wave in Discus 
208 at Aboyne during the 2007 Booker expedition 

Bottom: Graham Wadforth of Wolds was at 32,000ft 
over Southern Canada, north of Lake Michigan, on 
November 1, 2007, when he saw these cloudstreets, 
aligned north-west to south-east, at 1130hrs local 
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Above: Brian Harvey enjoys his first flight from Sisteron during the Chilterns '07 exped 

Right.· Congratulations to Laura Stevens, of Shenington, on her first solo - on her 16th 
birthday fast November 

Below right: Bristol & G/os arranged for a glider to go to the Composite Structures 
Development Centre at Airbus UK in Filton for a day so engineers could see a glider and 
learn about its construction - and about the sport of gliding, too (Bob Page) 

Below: Kale Ashtey of Borders was sent solo by CF/ Bill Stephen on October 24, 2007 

Our thanks to all contributors for sending these in. Remember, if you'd like to submit your 
previously-unpublished photographs for possible inclusion somewhere in S&G, 
cb send them to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk -it's always good to see them > 
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> by his many friends. Reg \1\.foollcr and Cunlin<-' \•Vcston attended 

the Nc1r1h W est ro ll out o( the • lcJ.rto;IOnc FestivJI o i Flight, ,, 

d1c1rity ior th<· bPneiit o ( BMF, with the result oi offering flights 

C'.l rly in 200a. Following his f0C"'nl rHirPmcnt from in~rrul.ling 

and wurk. congrJtulJtion3 go to BriJn lum.l~ on nchicving Gold 

height on <1 ret...enl trip to r e;•shicbridgt•. !Ji~h(orth M(' one(' .1gain 

bt•ing host to sevcrJ I oi (>Ur member~ over winter. Good \VJve 

climb.;; <:~long with training in our K-2 1 h.lVl' bt"'('n mO'St welcorm· 

in kcPping currc:nt. \•Ve pl.111 to hold .1 ~eri<--s o i Bronze le< ILH('~ 

in rt•hru.ll)' o~nd March tor thn5(' w ho neccl it or wdnt refreshi ng. 

Phil Punt/Tracy jos~ph 

Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympsfield) 
A new soaring rickct io., avai lable from [2gq J.." a fol low-o n from 

our Solo .1nd Hcyond scht'mf'. t\ on<-'-oif p~1ymC!nt gives 12 

month:;' i rc>e so~1 ring in .... ingle-seilf('r-S plus access to refresher 

training. An "adopt J gl ider" ~chenw has J lso been stdf1t!d ior 

volunteer:. to help maintain the ik'C'I, .1nd the first EASA oi A 

have now b~n <.:omplcted. In a recruiting bid, ,, glider wa$ takt•n 

to the· Composite Structures Developm!:nt (pntrP ill A irbus UK in 

filton ford rl.1y so cngint·H~ <.:oukl S<'t' J glider .md h:arn ,,bout 

its ron~truct ion . \VC'! I do n<', ~imon l3Jwden on complctlnA Silvt•r, 

forrnc:•r h.mg-~l idcr pilot A lis.tJir Scott. fi rst to go so lo und<:r our 

n<:w .Solo anri Beyond "' ht'nlt.\ and Anthon~' Clc ric i, who also 

v .. 'cnt so lo. O ur rc-engine<J P.lwnt..'t.' Jnd r<.;paircd DC-SOS were 

due hac k <.m line in /,lnuary. jul i.1 D awson i!nd ]on 1\.oky('r lt'it th(• 

commilt('C but tontinue to provide: h(: /p. At the A(jo\o\ the o(iiccrs 

W<!rf' rp-Q/ccted ,1nd Mdrt in T.'l lhnt and Alison I c.cs join<•d the 

commillt.'<'!". SevC'ral good rldgt··runn ing days have het"n c·njoy('d 

by mt:'mbt'rs ,1nd visitor:,, w ith .some gell ing inlo w,1vc. 

Bernard Smyth 

Burn (Burn) 
CONGRATULATIONS lo l~m M yles on going solo. \Vc. hJv<' held 

our .lnnu.tl Christmas p<~r!y J.nd Jw<~rds cer~mony, whi<·h w;.c, J 

grt•;u Sli(Tt.•so:... Flying dWd rtls wt?rf' givf'n 10 U;w(' Peters, 

Bob [3;-J i n<'~. K(•ith Springate, Mike Howey, John Hnh Jnd f.l:oh 

Nicho ls. Q;wc ButiN <1nd Ri ·h.1rd Cust won ;1 prin · inr f.1 iling to 

switch their logger on in .1 competitiOn " as it was ltX.l tcchnice~ l." 

rh<' achievements uf the..: TCd Ladies, Dorccn 1:~1-:; twood, ll,Jt Stirk 

and )c.1n l'indf'r, v~'t.~ rC' 11 bo ti.:'<..Ogni~t·d . luhn Stirk has rt·•lir<'d a .1 

< lub instructor airer 4 7 )'C'Rr:; oi unbroken sc·rvice. John c<1me to 

the clul.J (rum the. air cJduts in Jf) 5CJ nnd i5 th<:' on ly remtlining 

fm1mle;•r member .;rill \Vilh lht• riL1b. 1-Jf• r<"•snl<lcd <.·arly in t 1)(J(), 

flying v isito rs by lunC' Jnd rlp~.miclted instructnr in the July. 

How limes have ch<lngt·d! 

Georg~ Goodenuugh 

Cairngorm (Feshiebridge) 
\VINTER is now upon us .1nd with the- dcmisc• o t tht.· sum mer 

therrnJIS, members. and visitors h.we bt!t'n enjoying thl' mount ... t in 

\ViiV(' whenever po~siblc, which fortun~1wly ior u-; ;., rC'itson,1hly 

oiten~ O ur ovcnvorkcd in~pet tor' h.1v0 he(•n busy vvith .:1ll the 

Cs ni A ;:md to th(•m we all t•xtcnd our deepest thanks, and 

... lppreciJtiun. Ma)•fesl UJIC'S h.we Uecn dPcideU and \-\'ill run irnm 

Mr~y \ - 1 A, 2008. Aooking::. h.we beE'n coming in thick ~1nd last, 

Jnd the first WP('k is now .1lmost iully booked out. li you wi~h to 

join us ior th i.s t•n joyah lt: ou~.1s ion plea.sc let tlw 'iCCrc tary know 

ASAP J.t Chri;,@capercai llie.llycr.ro.uk. \•Vc w ill be flying right 

thr(HJgh the win!Cr whenever poss-ihlc , so check out our wcbsitc 

on www.gliding.org. Look iorw.Jrd 10 S(•cing yuu .11 1-c ·:'hi<.". the 

fri<!ndly club. 

Chris Fiorentini 
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Leh: Oave Jesty of Dartmoor 

did Brenton r firsr homegrown 

Gold height for many years in 

October. His panel shows 2kt 

up at the start of the climb 

Right: ex- (and much missed} 

member Pat Rowel/ culling 

Dishforth's anniversary cake 

Far right: DSGC's Pefe and 

Ji/1 Harmer receive a trophy 

from CFt John Burrows for 

best flight in a two-seat glider 

Clevelands (Dishforth) 
ON November 3, we cclcbre~tcd 40 yP;l rt:. ni !ly ing ,1s ,, <: lul ' .11 

f) ish forth 1\iriield. Memb<::.r!! olrl and m•w canw tog('thc·r for (1 

5plcrndirl cch-·hrcttion .11 J loc.11 ho;,tclry, organised hy liz Kiely. 

LL:.Igh Hood nJ.!.aled U!) with t<lles of how he ilcw tht• Prim,lr).r 

I ('C'ming to Dishiorth during the movn, and more importantly, 

how it used to be used ~1s J h~mgovcr cure! jimmy Taylor (ex· 

Spitiir<:' pi lot) Jnnounct"d he h~1d decided to retire' from gliding 

wi th the LL'eds Univt.•rsity Gl iding Club <lUUGS), Jnd iullowinH 

J po ignant S[>Cech, do nale.d J bpout ilul trophy to hf' awarded 

annu.1lly \o tht• hes.t llJUGS pilot. A d(·light('(J Phi I Kellman was 

the first recipiPnl. \•VintN h.1s bt·en hcr.1lderl by the .1rrivul of our 

reguiM w inter w.1ve vi~i tors i rom Bowland rorest .mU with tht 

continu ing progress and ~lChicvE·ments oi the vC'ry JCiive LUUGS 

conting<·nt, the club .Jimosph<.'re remJins hunyant. At the rime ol 

\vri ting, we are looking io rw .ud to our annu.:.1l w;tvc camp ovc•r 

the two \\'l.'Cks o( Christma..'>. 

Polly Whitehead 

Chilterns RAFGSA Centre (RAF Halton) 
Congratu1Jtion5 to jonJthan Davidson, who :-,olocd on October 

28, 2007, his 16th birthdJy. the only prr<:.nn o tlwr than h is 

in~tructor. Zoe, to ny in the .:1wful \Vt .. ather th<lt day. l-It• a!rt•ady 

h.:1.s two Bronze /Pgs anrla two-hour ilight undt>or h is belt since 

then. 'Well done .:~ lso to Neil Ae<1t1 ie; he rompletNJ hi:, A~sGt;mt 

lmtroctor rating in September 2007. Fn llowing thP ucc o ( 

our c luh summer l ~ddcr, Ken has .!let up il w int('r Qddcr w ith 

BGA TPs supportt'd hy somC' additionJI on(!S;, p redon1inantly 

~llong tht • l ine of tlw Chi ltern Hill ' ~r~1 rp slc1pe, w~1 ich h. 

prov id ing wrnc iocus for our w inter nd_ge tl ytng; P te1 M • .1 nn i., 

S<"tting the t•arly pan'. Our SkyiJurH.:h ha b ··n n:furbi, hcd, and 

now sports two drum!! of plao;tic cable. LOmplete wi th Jppropri.llf' 

heaJs - we look (orwarct to s ing how they (Jre comp:~re<l to 

the one pbstic, one ~!eel arrangement \\1e u.s J lao;t yoor. We:. ~o~re 

looking forw;ud to IJn (Gallyl Gdllaghcr becoming nur new fl 

on Fcbru;Jry 1, ilS Q.nnounccd Jt our A ,1\-1 on 22 December 

(more news on that next i'\Sut•). O ur rc;gular duh l·xped ition In 

Sisteron is pl~mnerl for April 25 to M.1y 11 . l.1stly, milny thanks 

are due to Col in Mclnn~ ior his excellent gu idance and 

coJching during hi .stint ,,., 'FI. 

Andy Hyslop 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
Sli\CE the (;ummer r.1ins left us we hav(• hMJ a p roduct ive 

Jutumn wilh J numb r o l nc·w members joining tu benefit from 

our !ixC'd-rriCf'·to-solo schPmc•. J\olatthPw Cook W.J!\ SliCCe~sfully 

sent .:;r,/(J hy hi5 f,1ther Steve on the Uay after his 1 ()th hirthdny n.s 

it w tlS raining the day be(or('. t\itc r careful study ot hangcus Jl 

other club!:> wt.• hove lin;tlised the design oi our own new h.mgdf 

and Wl' now .1re at the mercy oi thC' planners. lt would be great 

ii we could make il stM t next spring so that it is ready for the 

;miv~ll oi our new two·se~Ht->r::... VVork is under way(() complete 

rhe:: pa~crwork anrl inspections to progress the club iiL·t't to 

G-registrnlion .lnd E.ASA Jirworthine..:;,s. Our <lnnuJI ;JUitnnn 
c;>xpedition lo Port111oak w,ls un< ... of th(' h<'sl !or rn.Jny yeM<; 

with most of our pi lob lw ing ;~h i<: to reach 1 O,OOOi1. No 

D iamonds, though, .1~ we .111 "t..'f'mf'd to ''top <llll .. at about 

I ().()()Oil.,'\ numb('r o t local Olok.lrtcrs (think wind:;urkr on 

wheel~) hdve become assm. idte dub members to us<.' our tarmcK 

rumv~1ys ior hlokr~rt ing. Th<:'y likc> howling ).).lies ~md don't mind 

rain dnd c~m npt•f<ltt' from £1U itc a small area so tlwy will not 

intericrc w ith norn1;1l operJ\ions. They 11(:1d their Nt~tion;il 

ChL1 mpionsh ip" on tHlt' c,.1i I)Ur runway:5 bee JL14l and i i, clc~1rly 

a growth sport- <1nd coukl improve chances oi a loll<·ry gr;1nf{ 

Frank 8irlison 

Crusaders (Cyprus) 
CRFl riNGS irom tlw sun and the ,1iriield oi eterna l nos!-wind. 

for t~ny vi itor:; from tht' RI\FCSA you Gill imd us behind the 

gulf course Jl Dhdu•li.1 il::t~<!. \>VP ar(' open on \•Vednc;,dJy lur 

vi ~itors .mcl wc•t·kcnds for duh mcmhc·rs . Congr.Jtul~ltions to 

Kev in Vickt:r~. w h(l soloed on only hi!! hBth launch - quitP ;m 

achievement at KinAsi ield. Kcv h,1d been lut.:k~1 enough tr1 Jllcnd 

tiw lclq CSJATC" U)tlrSf:' in Octob(•r trun hy the nice guy$. from 

R!\f ll~lllon) dnd h.1s continued his a11endancc at w eekends to 

get hirn to th i~ point. 

Jo Rigby 

Darlton (Darlton) 
MARG INAL w(TtllhN Londil ions <lfiec.ting th~ .1 irf1t•ld during 

Oci:ohc r Jnd November redlJCed fly ing Jcti\dty !'lign ilicantly t'rorn 

the highs ui August and September. l-lowPvPr, whenevPr flyi ng 

w.1s IXlssihiP (.)Ur eager members did not miss any opportunil )r. 

Congr.11Uiations go to llris Gat!sby on his K-1 3 5.olo and .u ly 

conversion to thP K-8 ~:~nd 10 twu other nwmberS for recent 

.lchievcrnents m issed b)' the writ ·r: Cold B~1dgi • .H'II:f DiJm md 

go.1/ for John fvl.'lddison (CFI) JnU 01Jmonrl dh;t;,nc(' .:lnd goc~l for 

Robe:rf Slarling. Two e.:.;pedition:; wen mounted by almost half 

rhe members to !!7tvour thl~ d .1Hghts of w.wc (!y.ng at Purtrno.:tk 

and r\.C.ilfield, where .S<,lme notall l performanc were achieved 

for cndurJnu! .:md height. One member dcmon~tr.ued his 

hithcrto unknown limbing <lhility tO great eif 1 in Woo/cr. 

Repeal visi ts are already being planned for next ye~u ! Club soci.1 l 

t·vents Jre Jb,() fly ing with the very fir t Darltr.m club annual 

dinner tJnd flying awuu/!'1 in Octoher. Our nmv rctifl c.x~Cf l. 

John S\vannc1ck, celebrt~ted his 70th birthd<.~y and W (l5 shmver<.'<l 

w ith congratubtions and presents t a dinner, piu~ gratelul thanks 

for his dedicc~tion and to the club and th ··sport over many )•Car.;. 

Geofl Homan 

Dartmoor (Brentor) 
Tl-l [ hero ui our input ior this edition is Dr~v<' )h;ty who, nm long 

after gaining his Si lver d btilllC(' ;.111d hJving r('ccntl y purc.:h(lse<l Jn 

1.58- 1 B, sn.1rNI!hC easterly w~!Ve over Brentor lo 12.,HOOit agl in 

October, thus g.J ining his Gold h(-:•ight. As if proof were. neCdl'U 

(;m d hb ddirn h.1s la-en ratifit..-d) the .. pi< ILJf"(• ilbove s.hows his 

instrument l)c}nel, with two up at the point oi hi!' dcpJrturC' i rom 

the climb. This i::; tht• first Cold he ight IJimc.d from Arcntor for 

m.1ny y(•Jrs. To c .1p it all, [),we tlu:.111 C'ked ()Ut hi:. dcscenl to 

aehicve J. flight oi over i ive hours, thus complc·ling his Si lver. 

O n th(• pNsonncl iron! we have gr('Ct<'d the Jrriv<11 of Bob Pirie 

as J very welcome addition to the I nstructor'~ roster. Bob wil l 

Jis.o continue lo instruct at L1.sh;1m. On thE• ground we have 

survived a rel.llivt'ly ho~lile early winter, with ~omr· vidous 

storms plllting the dr.tinJgc of o tlr all grass lielrl to the tc~t. 

VVe h.we tak ·n tht\ opportunity tu do some ience m('ndin~. bo th 

l itera lly ;:md diplomatically, ;md Cus PC'arC.t"!'> dforh to givv the 

'o ld' winch fl micl-l iit· upd;ltl· Me making good prngrC"ss -50 

good in i~1ct th:-11 he hils ordered blue and yellow paint to make it 

look like J reJI Skyloun<h ! 

M.ulin Cropper 

Derby & Lanes (Camphill) 
COi'\JGRATUI AT IONS to Cr.1ig llopkins c~nd D.we Harris.on ior 

go ing solo , Jnd to Tony \;V;td(' for re-soloing .Jitcr tl 15-ycar 

lay o(i. Bill 1/ught'!'> h.15 hc.f'n appointed Prc-:idcnt o i th<' dub, 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Lett: Peter Stafford Alien in 

festive mood at Fen/and 

Right: Steve Brehaut's is given 

his wings by instructors Carol 

Marshal/ and John Swayles 

outside the hangar on the day 

he soloed, November 4. 

Another person to solo at 

Dorset that day was (far right) 

Shaun Reason. who is seen 

being congratulated by his 

instwctoc Gerry Cox, who 

also took the photo of Steve 

and wi ll hdvc his first ofli r i.11 duty at our AGV\ on December r 5. 

fhank, <Jrl? due to ,J number nf commitll'(' nwmbcrs whQ arc 

ff.'tiring_. und W<.' look forw. trd ID some new blood Jl the helm, o r 

~houkl th.11 be, ill ttw ~ t ick. 1\ winter programme oi t,l lko;; i.s up 

Jnd running. which will ind ud(' sumc of generJI interest as wel l 

il"i lc\hll(''l, Tlw i irst of J hc~e w.1..- "Flying the TornJdon hy one oi 

our \muunors Davc Mu~~. Jnd included vidt.•o apparently nor to 

l.ll.' \l:,'e /1 l>y his fr,rnwr <mplnver. \1\1~ al<>o hJve joint {Tlf~ing<; 

with the h.tnN ;'lnd par.ts:;lider pilot<; of the 0 ... rbyshirc Sa:~ri ng 

Club. 11w s•mufator now seems to bt• do ing more flying than the 

,;Hdcrs due to I he almost lnc nt ra.in • .md wind. Thanks ore due 

u, dlltho~e whq as51'!ilcd with rhls mJ jor projed, <~nrl <1 pmgmm 

ot rC'pairs to our p nmeter tr.u;k is undet way. \~e ht.~v said 

•.a..ur wlt-'t"ferse.h n" 11 D ieter Pola k, whose- ;,erospac..e job has 

IJken him anrl hi; Phoc...Uu)o b.':tC~ 10 Germiln)'· 

Dave Salmon 

Devon & Somerset (North Hill) 
CONGRATULATIONS to P<1td Summers. who hJs gon • so lo. 

\ .id< I line c:elehrated his 40th llirthrl<lY \Vith ,, charity par7!rhuh· 

ftnnp from I S,OOOft at DunkerswPII, our loc~1 1 power ilying 

4lii1!Nd ilnd in the [1r0CCS~ raised 1 1,000 for Cheshirr llomc:s. 

AI our AG!I.·\ Pt->tt' Start up won I he trophy ior the d ub l<1dder, 
Pf•te .md )ill H.1m1er tlw trophy (nr the b~t ilight in ~1 two-q~;ttf'r 

.1.\l idcr <tnd Roland Clarkc the \Vily Old llird troph)' for hi::, 

Di.1mond go.1l flight. Mik<• Rnhinson, who kC'<'f1" dub C~juipmcnt 

runntng, ~1nd this )'PM designed • .1nd built our imprr:ssivt' 11(!\\' 

launch onlr<1l vehicle, w;,s presented w irh <1 speci<JI plalc 

df·picting tht· I.JunLh vchick• surround<'d by glid~r!< in \ 'tuious 

allitud~ with Mike pilnting them all. 

KayeAiston 

Dorset (Eyres Field) 
Wl havt• harl J iairly dry .1utumn ~1nd managc•d to do a rLx;ord 

number of llighls and !ri ~11 les.~Uib this year, despite the indiiier· 

f:•n! ~ummer. Congr;:llul,1tion$. go to Sh~1un Ke~J.son and Stevc 

H1eh,H1t who went solo on Nov(•mhcr 4. Nic..k Bnrnes took his 

K-l•CR tu Nympsfleld In Novemher where h~ <•njoyed his fi rSt 

l!>-pt.-rience of hill SOJring, Our new workshop was 1ofi1c1JIIy 1 

opened mid November, rmd there are approved p lans for c1 

rnuplc of otlwr sturage fa. ilitl ior oth<·r equipmt!nt. Our thank!> 

as .1!wa to those ho have dnne the hulk oi the hJrd work over 

!hi), p.1st yP..Jr_ But let's not lorg~t tho c that have 'hOJjbPd1 must 

o l the ilying. inr without them, (1nd thC' instructurs, dnd tri~ll 

flight ... , 'vhcrc.• would the club incom<' h<lV(' come fro1n? 

Colin Weyman 

East Sussex (Ringmer) 
I AST year was ;,kin to the curate':; egg. just likt! fhc we;:tther. TI1c 

introduction o( p l(1sma rope w~1s a Rrl'ilt SUCCe$5. In t~te .spring. 
npe~ralion~ moved to 241/06R and f(!eth~r.llfling ~Tound nm~ were 

a thing oi the pc~st. The work" to lc•velthe remainder of uur fiC'Id 

continu~f so it \va.s .1 juAAlinR .1ct to keep th ing~ goin~. ~ioJJ 

Iy when lhlrt ol it hcc:;1mP , 11 .lrl"h .. leologic,l l site for ~ix wt.'('•ks. 

The western ide shCR.IIrl tw reJdy (or rf:-!.-~f...~ding ne:o.:t .autumn .:tnd 

th 'years or mud, dust .lnd disiUption should he uvcr. In the 

mcantirn~. d pile he l.1t..-k. o i space, wr> ar • keeping busy. 

.1\mids! m.ln}' ~chi ~emcnts, VJ I Phillips cumplet~d her Assistant 

rati nP, course while O llic B<~rtet ompk-lcd his D iamond goal and 

competed in tlw Junior N~1.tionals 1t w <Jc; nice to wel om visitor~ 

irom Chil llock l!nd Channel. who flew in dur ing the summ r. 

John Weddelf 

Edensoaring (Penrith) 
\NE ht~\'1~ ho1d .1 good stJrt lo our C'Xi5tcn<:e In 2007, w ith Hying 

Of n tn vi~iting pii<Jts in ~pt<"mlwr <.111d Octob(""'r . • <T h wC'C~ hJ:,. 

M."'Etn locills and v isitors using the hill. Jll 451-:m of it, Jnd also 

ama7ingl) good the rmJJs in October, with tr;Jn~ition to WdV~ dnd 

rnnunt.1in flyin OvPt c~nd in t.ht.· Lake Di5otrict. ngN·~ uo~ed . 

a{ter Bruce Cooper hJrd work, fnr rhe r<~ising of the nir. y ovc1 

th Ldkb I rum FU 2 to FL I 60 e.,rly in OOH. to r.upfJI.ement m1r 

J=LI95 ovc•r the sl tf".aod lhe Pennin Thf' wave hoxes .1r also 

being 1111icd up to allow tMsicr ;:JCcess up to FL245. t\11 looking 

gr t for 2008 W(' hdll be re.·s~ rl ing in M.J)' w ith "l'enrith 

Week' nn •"lny I 0, plac"" nearly fnled. There wi l l be other 

informJI rask weeks open to visitors th is th year, pledse see 

W\Vw.edcnsoflriflg.co.uk for dt:rtl il.s. At other !m1 bef\\'C'I!Il M ;1y 

.1nd Octnber ( luh grot~ps nr in orrnal group~ will he "~kome tcJ 

LJSC the Site 1t they have someone suit&Jbl to t~ke.s ch3rge, please 

coni~Kt us to .lffilngl' this un uific ~Pdensoaring.u.1.uk 

J>ete Whitehead 

Essex (Ridgewell) 
CONGKATULi\TtQ,\:5 to Boh Cas•el on his Full Instructor 

ratinM. l uPsdJy, Octohcr I & was a special dil fo r Sc1111 rt'her, 

our younge~t member - his 16th birthday dnd the d ,1y he \WI~ 

sPnl c:.n lo. Well dune, S.1m. M~1ny tku1ks mu~t gn to .111 those who 

n"l.ldl' .1 s.peci<1l d(ort to open up lhl' ,lirfi<•ld e~pC't.ic~lly for S,1m 

to re;11ise hili cl re;, m. \•Ve must not forgl.'.t ;mother oi our young 

members, Tim H.1rvcy. w ho has from linw to time n1~1dc use o f 

th(l club .:.love :1nd provided us wit h culinJry delight!>. Thanks ;1 

lot Tirn. \•Veil clone ,Jiso to IJ,we Charles in qu<'lli iy ing as a wind1 

driver. On the' soda! ~idl·, Cuy F.1wh•..; w<ls dl1ly CC'IehrJtNI with 

an enormous bonfi r(•, firl'wor cmd b~t rbet:.ue parly and th is 

tog~her with excel lent foud, th~nks to ~u and Georr ,V\Mtin, 

·nsur<'d 1h.11 .dl those m ··mber< who .ml'ndcrl enjoy<'<l J vo1y 
good lime.. As to the w intm. the n · li~ G at\~ t ish;Jin h<ts. 
Jgn i r1 very kindly invited u 10 fly w ith tlwrn when our own field 

.11 Kidgcwr·ll he.t:om<"i too wcl. Th.1nks-, t\ngHc~ , v.· v ry much 

apprl'Cidtl' your offer ,1nd look iorward to flying w1th you all. 

Peter Perry 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 
CONGRATULATIONS go to me, Gr.Jh •. un Frc.nch on ;:1 hieving 

Ill)' AiSistant ln~tructor mling. \IVl'l om~ 10 Rob Sl.:ll l.trd. who 

joins 1.1s. ~ D«::puty Offi er in ChMge. I h(' maln even! in uur 

social calef'ldar w <1s this ye~1r'S Christmas Do. held in November 

- I know, o ltnl ' early. b ut il didn't diminish th, enjoyment of the 

evening. Thn C" who came ~1long hod .1 fanta~li l. evening. .1s th<' 

photo 01 our Pete St.affor<l A llun ;;hows:. The. 01.;)111 event for us 

n..• ntly w;1.s d I r·',ldership, Etho .mrl Air Powrr (LE.AP) d{l) held 

ill RAF Marharn wh re lol~ of mmH::vents took p lac;e. Paul 

Mclean Jrronv,ed a gliding cvC'nl tt~ p&Jrt oi the d..ly nd we 11~ 

30 c; rvic(" pes-,..mncl around fn, drlmillf'dly w ilther th.:tt you 

\VntjJdn't lf'avc the bar for, w ith J rloudhase just ~bove the "vinch 

l:.unch hei ht. Al l gained an in.siAht intu our sport wfth a (evv 

J>r< >lllb ing to return. W half 'L't!. n1~r1k> tO all thOS« who help<.>d 

m,1kt! th • day .suc.h a success. Another ev nt is due in jLuwary; 

if this ontinues \Ye :s.hJfl !tOOn h.lVe ilown he whole o mp. 

Graham French 

The Gliding Centre (Husbands Bosworth) 
BON 11< night was w~l J t~nded and the lirmvork rl i<>play was 

spec1acularl l he. third ht1ngar door has now been completely 

refurbi .... hl~. Many Lh<~nks w f"V('fYOnf\ who h<'lrcx l .. md 

particularly G:.uy Carr. 'vVt"" arc• cx tt::nrling our b,1t in In the new 

rluiJhousc MC<l - even more room ior beer! Hclf1PY NPw Ymr 

tbe.lotcd) to <Jll our member10 Jnd h.1ppy !l-Oi.Hing in 200ft 

Siobhan Crabb 

f ly the Vale of York 

-
• Tarmac & grass runways • No airspace restrictions • 2 Pawnee tugs • Winch • Expeditions welcome 
• Fleet: 2 x K13, Acro 3 and OG505, 2 seaters, Astir, Junior and KB single seaters • Motor glider for faster glider 
training • Approved site for g lider pilot NPPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces • Full time staff 7 day 
operation • 1-5 day courses available • Fixed price to solo £1,300.00 (aerotow, motorg/ider and winch) 

RuHorth Airfield, York Tel: 01904 738694 Fax: 01904 738109 emaH: ollice@yorkglidingcentre.co.uk www.yorkglidingcentre.co.uk 
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Club focus 

DARLTON Gliding Club is a brand new club formed 
in June 2007 from the Dukeries club (from Gamston 
Airfield, Retford) and Newark & Notts (late of 
Winthorpe Airfield, Newark). 

Both clubs lost their previous sites, largely due 
to development, at the same time in mid 2006 and 
had previously combined efforts, initially searching 
for two new sites. Circumstances intervened and 
the two came together to form a single new club at 
Darlton, located in North Nottinghamshire, a few 
miles east ofTuxford, off the A1 Great North Road. 

Each of the merging clubs had been based at its 
previous location for many years. Dukeries, then 
Bassetlaw GC, started in 1987 with stalwarts Tim 
Bowles, John Rawlins, John Rice and John 
Swannack flying at Gamston Airfield with a T-21 , 
Swallow, K-7; they had a hand-built winch and 
rigged and de-rigged daily for seven years before 
getting a hangar. Life was tough in those days! 

Newark & Notts, formally Rotherham & District 
GC, started flying in 1968 with pioneers Ted Frost, 
Tony Faulkner, Fred Mann, John Cawrey and Jack 
Parker before moving to Winthorpe in 1975 and 
changed to South Yorks & Notts GC with T-21 , T-31, 
Capstan and Swallow gliders. 

The club slowly developed, building its own 
hangar and clubhouse and eventually renamed as 
Newark & Notts GC in 1978, as it remained until 
June 2006. 
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The Premier Motor Gliding School 
Courses or by the hour for NPPL 
SLMG & TMG PPL 
Bronze C Cross Country & Field 
Landing Checks. 
Convert your BGA Licence to an 
NPPL SLMG. 
RT Examination Centre. 

www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk 
telephone 01608 677208 

The new Darlton club operates from a 28-acre 
site with a 1,300-metre grass runway (05/23) remote 
from most local population, and controlled air
space, in the very peaceful North Nottinghamshire 
countryside. The site is still being developed with 
full utility services planned but a new hangar and 
temporary clubhouse are already in place. A plan
ning application has been made recently to operate 
tug aircraft and motorgliders, which if successful 
will add an exciting dimension to the evolving club. 

Currently membership stands at 65 full members 
with efforts being made to recruit new members 
from our extended catchment area of North 
Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire. Winch launch
ing, from our stable of three gas or diesel winches, 
currently achieves average heights up to 1,400ft, 
but heights of up to 2,000ft have been recorded, 
resulting in excellent soaring opportunities from 
numerous thermal hotspots adjacent to the site. 
Some notable cross-country flights have already 
been recorded. As the club is on the south-west 
boundary of ,the Lincolnshire Area of Intense Aerial 
Activity, with several adjacent active RAF airfields, 
we have more than a few fast military jets passing 
by so a good lookout is a top priority! 

Although the Darlton site has been active only 
since July 2006, and operating as a combined club 
(Dukeries plus Newark & Notts) since June 2007, 
the members have made tremendous progress in 
turning what were fields of oilseed rape into an effi
cient gliding site. lt is, perhaps, an excellent exam
ple of what can be achieved in developing a brand 
new gliding site from scratch in our rather d ifficult 
and restrictive planning and environmental circum
stances. As always, each and every visitor to 
Darlton can expect a warm and friendly welcome. 

Geoff Homan 

Photographs on rhis page clock.wise from lop left. show: 

The new gliding site at Darllon. where the former Dukeries and 

Newark & NoNs GCs sre based, lasl summec The 28-acre sile, 

has a 1.30D-metre long gross runway aligned 05123; 

Construction work stops for delivery of container. A new hangar 

and temporary clubhouse have already been built: 

Winler flying s i Darlton 

Ail photos courtesy of John Maddison 

At a glance 

Full membership cost: £185 pa 

Launch type & cost: Winch only - £5.50 

Club Fleet: Janus B, Sport Vega, K-13 (x2) , K8 

Private gliders: 16 plus one motorglider 

Instructors/Full flying members: 20/65 

Types of lift: Thermal and wave 

Operating days: 
Weds. Saturdays, Sundays & Bank Holidays 

Contacts: 
Launchpoint mobile - 07772 704178 

Secretary: Mike Terry - 01 777 870675 
www. darltonglidingclub.co uk 

Site location: 
50.14.728 N 00. 51.505W 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:darltonglidingclub.co
http:www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk


Club news 

Herefordshire (Shobdon) 
\V( have cnjovl' I some pleasant wilvc. ilnd ridge davs during tile 

rl li(~Ullll - llU sr •al heighl5 Of dbt.Iflc:t!S, hllt a ff'\\' pc.-'Opil"' have' 

hJd climbs 1n 1.!.000- 14,000ft and h~wc Oown some short 

u s LOUr'llri~ rn the wavl::!. \1Ve w HC hopintt fn r ~rl1t> more 

C'xc •I log Dnd rc.li<J!Jte contlit ions over hri,tmas tmd New Year, 

\\h :~ ~nmf> nf thf' m~be were pkulll in' ~1 week's ilying. 

lk:ll)re then we had our Christma-. d inner Jt J loca.l hostelry. 
Ou1 Bl.mik i ~ ilCil!n ~rvic:cablt"' iollowing .:m AO, w ith M ikC' 

pOOd our n and l&Jm completing the work und(•r lhf' 

Joproprlatt-. r~ul.t tory su rviiion. 1.-my thanks tu a ll involved. 

Mr e H."')'l'~. out IUJ';m;a~tcr. i arranging ur th · tug'.s overh.1ul tn 

bl' duuc by "'JRe5 dunng mid-week, .so that \ \ 'e hould havt..· the 
w oi I he tug every wcoekem.J without havinS tu borrow irom 

~·I.~Jawhf·tl... f'\ -.• ectf ov~~ ha.ve ai!.O bl;._'f?n llted t<J the tug. 

prn\idin}i nl<lXtmum comfort ror our hJrdwnrk ing tuggit..--s. 

Diana King 

Highland (Easterton) 
IH[R( h.wc been ~omc notable indivi ll1~1 l :illt.ct~':!SCS recently. 

~wn f.. 11m' Tom Brennnn's lucky numbc.or. l-It: went solo un 

onl~· ~IJ vcnth trainil1,:t slot n.nd then tnppcd this hy cl irnbin~ J t 

7tlro 1l .100it on his sevf!nlh .;.oln l tJ d .. 1irn Silvef height. Cal lum 

Rt••rl ~lso Jchicv d Silver height in hi c.JS<' hy going to "unly" 

l O,OO()h, Obi-\fl/<1n hJS tauR.hl him well! Congnuulalions also 

~~~to non SCDbbit•, wlto W(~nt c:olo in N ovember. Some other 

f 1wws is th<~t lh~ l.:h1h's huur of opcratk1n h.we h n 

t•Xieodt_.lfl .md rlying now tak place ry Friday. We ,1re 

wm•·ntly r·v.du.o.~ung Gtr<.l'ex '-Oitware anrl rn ll~ml R id I\ fulfi lling 

1 • wl,• of loc.1l '"~uper use . lt il' hoped thm thf" syst~m \vill 

redm: th • administ.r;,tivc burd(:ns involved in calculating ily i n~ 

~·c , t:hec.king pi lot curn··nc, ensuritlg medH.JJ and in'>lmt.ltn 

rJtlOg n•ntwal <~ff' not (orgo en, et< . Peter Gnorlicllow d(>';Prve.~ 
.il hi~ ~thJnk your- IOr the ex e ll rH j b he m~1de of crcatin • a 

1 w ufficP ol.H ( lh • "'lot(' ruphoo~rd . AI the Pnrl <)( ()c:t:r,)hf .. r, 

~~ youngc)t membefi cnth~i.1.st •ca lly demolished tl1C'1r 

Klffi Clt.b bill nd u~t'CJ the tlel>ris In build 01 (,ulf <~o;lir 

hnnnn• inr lhc» fitc"l-wurks ni~hl. 11u!y d l"l! nO\V fundmi1iing (nr 

J new rluhhouse 

John Thomson 

Kestrel (Odiham) 
fONCRATLJLJ.\TIO 15 go to \Jlc MMc:.h rncnt for hi. first 1, • ~ 1 

~t ... \rc.l ,1J1d L"l:Jnve~ion to :1 nf'"W type. r\ftrr ml ,h C.LJOi ing the 

( fl hn<llh' gn t h is way and senttwn of tht": d ub instnu tors ofr on 

,1 full Rnnng course .11 this poiot we ~huuld like;• tu thank Roy 

l...,unt 1n1 hi\ pa if'nre-. unck•r..,tanrling dnd net\1~ of steel. End 

n.~1 1t WC:' hLwe two new Full Rated Instruct of'S -well done to 

Htlan Gar:slon iH H.l rnc! QUI .:~Jr<.r<:Jit lllt!:Olht .. .\f"'S mar4lged w s~ a 

ump (In th wint •r malnt nJnC"t:! ~..ych~ and stlt led in la c 

\tl\epbt~. ;,nd works nr now w 11 und&Wd)' for compl tion. 

\\ nv th.:tnks must ~u to David C1lvmt fnc tht· flour-IO-< iling 

,.-IJ~tlrlo( th•• cluhhou"' kit.:hen (clnd we do mP"n floor!. whid1 

h;as \·astl)' imprml( .. '(l thin~. Lastly .1 11 J( trel would likt' to pass 

lfllf1t'ir th~nb to can Re 'n(.Jid.s, \Vh<J as t.::hJ irman has I 1 thr 
dn\·Jn~ (ntLO hchind the r ent changes"'-'' the· duh 

;\lt>il Armslrong 

Lasham Gliding Society (Lasham) 
lOOKJN<..; b~tek on 2007 it's go<xJ to see that flyinR JCiivitv for 

tll!o \ t·.Jr a'\~~ whult· \ ~h up rlt pile .-.omP dreadiul \Vf'ath<•r fn 
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Tivo new solos at Portsmouth Naval: le«. Ernie MacNeif (feN) 

with Instructor Ben Bennett (photo by Neil Shaw). and, above. 

Jonathan Stock fey (right) pictured with instructor Geoff Clark 

whdl shnuld h::lvC bf'cn llw h~1siast months of the ye .. 1r. 

Let'~ bope this trelld (the fly inK, not thew ·:-~.ther1 cont inues. 

Gordon MocDon"lrl, •ur l11ngstuoding CFI. ho.s dcdrl<;>rlto <tcp 

down from his post in the nextlt'w months, hJving made an 

enon11ous contnbuti<."ln LO the fo;OC.if't)' Pve.t the y~HS. \•Vhilc· we 

hope that he will :,t a~· on in .J chH~.,;rcnt t;.,lp;J -it~·. this leaves us 

lookinR !I'Jr n nth tJStit ~nd enerp.etic replncement. \Ve hope 

to have the new -FI in po~t in time for th ll<'W season. MJny 

cungru ulauons 1n i'l previnu.s H, l)crr.k Piggott. who h~ hecn 

awarded the RoyJI AHro Club ..JOid ,'v\edal AdditionJI/y. the 

Ro~•a l Aen"ln..Juti . ..JI Soc.icly hil3 .tppoint ·rl Oer an Hqnor;'lry 

mpanion of the So iety - )'1:!1 ;)O.Othcr great honour; nchly 

deserved . Bf'..sl \Vishes: to all for good llying in 2008. 

Alaslair Mackinnon 

London (Dunstable) 
THE w inter pmgrnrnmf' is m lull ~wing w ith Bronle.l('("ture:. on 

\rVerlne)d~•y ev~~nings, NPPL ground s h ool nn lu ·srlays. Jnd on 

Saturday mnhts Wl/ hOIVe ~1 r,lnge oi (•vents Including pr nt.i"l

tions on safety, the.• my~t~!dl~ oi wedthur i<lrt.'Gl.:. l i n~, .1n four 

dnnu,,l pri zegiving. I ) :1nic>l Chilcot, Andrt'W <:Hll f >~un, Mike 

S<.~pwell Jntl 0Jvid \>\lhitc h<~vc completed their Basic Instructor 

< nm<;~ many 1h,111ks to coadu.:.::. Andre:>w Rod1 Clod Tom Sag<·. 

Along with Ew<1n (roshie Jnd Ad.1m Robt•rt'l who qualiiied 

earll<ir in the year. the 20117 iotokc• ,,; new ijts w ill h0lp to 

support tht'! futurt:! tlt! t:lopmt.·nt of our instructor b.~e. 

OP'ipile the di!mp nnditions we have e.njo}~l some good !lying 

including .SC'/Cr.ll ""SI)OI'I)'H rid C tJyi11g d ilyS Jlld !hC ()CUlSiOndl 

hint ,,( w;wf" In f.Kt thl' hill l;lrled to work J!t soon .1'> ~ling 

lees were terminated fur the wintN Hree flyin~ time tor members 

lasts throuBh to the m d oi FebnMyl The ; pot-J,,ndlng contes.t 

promis to draw • l arg\~ enl )!1 a~ .1h .1y~ Lhc only r rublem w ill 

be where to put t h~ spot )round crew will be pr<lc.tt.sing for the 

{JStest ret.riL~. \ dre luokin • forwJ.rd t lh ne\·V "ClSCln with 

l:;15(f'r xpeditions o Shobdon and cerd~n)'il . The Dan Smith 

,lerobJ ti cc; competition tilkes p lJce on M arch 29-JO. 

Andrew Sampson 

Mendip (Halesland) 
2007 WJS .1 mi;\ed yt"'dr that. dl'spile thC' .1wful \V<',\! her, S.lw 

Col in lilt le .1nd Terry Hattun both c.omplc:tc th<•ir :;okms in their 

Asrir. P~ltrick llu;:p.rth completed his 300km . Andy hus ilown 

hi!! )O<;k!. ofi a.;, u .;lJJ) hy CtH1lph•l ing hi~ WOkm, .1chieving hi.;, 

Gold Jnd Silver heighb on , l solo trip to t\ boyne iollowcd by 

e<unpll·ting hi" A~tbt~mt lm tructor courSC'. UniortunJt<.'ly, we 

fC'jJOrt the vt:ry ~HJ lo.:. ... of our de;1r friend Tom Fishf'r who pa:t."td 
.1way in Novc·mht•r. Tom w.1s ,1 gre.11 friend of many t.~nd his ski ll ~ 

and pt:rs:onnlity will nevN be rcpi:JCcd . 

Terr)' Hc1tton 

Midland (The Long Mynd) 
AFrER .mo lill'r ~uu.;c~siu l <.ours(• se.1son the club h .. l~ w~unwd 

winter op(;;ning tirnc", iour cbys .1 week. although ;~ny pnt0ntial ly 

good days arc open by negoti.llion. The Mynd is zr :o;pect<u ul.1r 

.si lP in \"inl<'r 01nd wt· lliiV(' o~lready h,1d .sonl{' mt·moGthle wave 

<by .... The· commitlc(' i-; dt;:'vf'lnping d fivL'-yt•Jr sl ratcgi<.. pi.Hl iu r 

th<• club. TI1is is nc.w .wdil.1hle lo membC'rS Ion th<• W('h;;;itc\, ,md 

has .;timukllcd con~ider.thl<-" di~c:us~ion on how wt• ~hould move 

fnrw.1rd. Cnngr.llul.uiom In I ukc S<md(•rs and ~ lcle.n Johnson on 

their Bronze BatlRc~ .md to Kcith l:llis ;md ](•,lnnE.·llc Grifiin on 

going ~::nto, UntortuJ~.JtCiy je;Jnnrut·',: hmbilnd w,1, not on ~iff' tJ> 

Above: the 2007 Oxford GC trophy winners: From /eN. Martm 

Brown. Sieve McCurd)~ Carafe Shepherd, Louise Walker, Emma 

Cuthi/1, and Claudia Buengen (Photo: Damien Dyer) 

\·vitness 1hc <.lC .uion but \VJ~ surn Oned l,liCr t() cu llt..'t..l her from 

the Lelebr.Hiun in the b.u 

Steven Gunn-Russell 

Nene Valley (Upwood) 
/\ITER the AGM we iHJW h ilVt • Kerry 1'v1cr11: il~ our new f1 "ilSUrt:r 

cmd Sirnon Gent as our nl.!\v PR nuarnbef 1he wcbmaster 

(<.~ non"<~ ommltt postl wil! lx~ split from th · PR meombe.r 

re5p~)nSihilitiC5, hlll w dl il;me with ' imon. The W.Ulll Jillll1Jf)' 

shutdown will bL' 3 hive nf ac.:tivity; EASA pr paratinn. coricrete 

iloor middl s.Pction in the ho1ng.1r ,1nd unpinning th • saggtng 

rlubhouse south-w sec1ion, to n.une but ,, iew. Anmrtll llying 

checks for p ilot$ an: ilf<:n pl~lni'IC'd over the winter months. 

Dave Mansfield 

Norfolk (T1benham) 
Ar the t•nd or scasnn dinner thr flying silv,•rw.lrC '.\':'Js' nrricd off 

by Ray t-IML lim D.wic:;;, Pete Ryl;md~ John RocheEKelly. r~·wl 

WOO<Icock ,1ncl J"me' Frun l!.. Berkl'ley Piuaway w~s a worthy 

r ipic.n! nf th Cif-' 11 ph)' for stl.rvil.O Ul the d ub. Our new 

ruel cld iv<'rr ~ystf'fll. close to the clubhnu5c', ha; b('C'h brou~ht 

into service m;1~i flg l ife.· t!..l~icr ior the po\\'t!red clir,;r;)fl \.vlth our 

dub m~1n.1ger and resid('nl instructor •'-1k k Hugh~ fn t h.Jrgc <11 

our Wt."'(..•kd<~) operlll iOf'l we art• contlnuin}t tO prnvide. oleJotnw 

and wi 11ch l.wnc.hing sevQn dily~ J wrek throughoullhe wlnt(·r 

.1~ well .1~ cross.-ctJurury ht!d:s f ; thux tho1t need hem. Vi iron. 

are very 1..v lcomc. In .W08 we Me hDStiog the Ea$tern R~i<.•n;1ls 

from Ma~ :!4-lune 1 and th(' O~n Cb Nil!ivnal' frorn 

July -U. Lt-.1 '' hope ior les-s rain th.:tn we h,ld in 2007. 

Michael Bean 

North Wales (Liantysilio) 
I n IOUCHT thi!: was going to he ~1 "SICM' nL•\\ S" j oc but things 

hdvt' n h,lppeni"g. The f1rst U,l) of D !Ccmber the for .. ·t...1(t w ( 

;·Mful hut som0 ol ln! w ith foi th in l~.x.a l weather \lariat [r,ns m •• d 

our w<~y to the \lin'ield r~nd \V'rli rt""~ rdod vvith ...1 ~pk.·ndid d~tv'~ 

flying. In d brisk " 'c..-.tt•rly wind \vC h71d winch l.nmt hes o i 

I ,750ft, hill lilt, lr.tLc:.- ni \V,lVe .Jnd grins .11\ round - wintC>r b not 

Jll lud. On :1 s:Jddc·r note we lc.:trned olthe dedlh of O;IVc. 

Spr.lkC'. ~1gecl Cd. D.lVt1 h. d l)(·cn at one· tiine .111 instri.Jc.tor w ith 

North \·V,1Ics and .1lso ,11 the ,\\rnrl, whi lf' w ith u ... U :ivc put ml Jfh 

intO lh~ t..fu() cHH.I wilt be n"liS:-Cd by ,lJ/ wflo knl!w hin1. 'v\'e ,lt[' 

glad to wf'kome back 1,111 Skinner, .1 IM" I member ;md inslfl.ICII)r, 

who !('it us to t r<•n ~iorm him~df trom .l L oun\..t lll into .m .lirlirH' 

pilot, thi~ .lLhicVt•d lw now wis.hc.s to fnvnlvt> himsdi onf <' more 

in gl irling .1nd hopdully lleu>lllC chc.Lk(!d OlJt to m ... lfU( t ag.dn, 

1.1king <1. littlf' pu..'~f;u rt• nif our h.udrprcsst.'<l exist ing instructors: . 

l.1stly, one bit of vorv go. clnew:; i.:. 1h.11 t~n <~ppea l <1g.1in ... t h<·ing 

t h.HHtd t:~ nd ha ·d.lterl, t'nr business r.ll on ,\11 flur j)<)rt:lblc• 

.;t rt1t.l ur~. im.luding ·• T-h~utg.Jr .1 nc:l two IJrgc container::., has 

hccn .,u(.<:< ·.;;sfu lthll~ kt-cping DUr l itt le d L1b :')olvf'nl. Thanks. tC.J 

OLJr new trf'Jsl.Jrer C.1rl Pic•r( l', who dthi0vcd thi.; :.inglt·-h<.~mld lly. 

Brian Williams 

Oxford (Weston on the Green) 
TilE end oi the summN se,15on s.1w .1 gr,""Jfld l itc.:works ovc·ning. in 

which h.1rdly an~1unc go1 hurt! r\ fc\\' wtx•k$ ,lt'Wr th.11 \vC h;"~<i th<.· 

<lnr1tl~l l •v(•lll de.:..ignl'd to ell!IUI"l.' lhr~t I ge t nu trophies. o thcf\vi:-.t• 

known .15 the' ACM ;mcl :m'.l rrls ('\•ening. Thi~ \ViJ!; 1tllly ~ut cess 

ful. and I did indeed get ne, ,..1w.1 rd'-. ;\~.1 in. -On)~rdtubt ion:. , 

howev-er. to 1hc '"'"Orthy winners, pit.ttired ,;hm·f". AI the r\ ,M 
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chrti rm.1n l'ilUI . rood dmvn . • 1ltcr h\•O L<tlllpc r v.m.':l .Hid three 

ye.w,' hard work. Th,tnks Pdul. ~eri<Jw,ly. llnWl'VL'r. we.· h,w(' 

rt·pi:JCcd him with ,, lll'\V t h<~ irm.lll P~w l, dnd w<• l'Vt.:n h.we a 

new vice-chJirm~ln. Al.;o CJIII'd P.1ul. On<' re-snlt1 tu report -

t\ lhc>rtn t\r ,lu.c who liro;;t ~O ifl( •d in .m Argt·ntin<· dull Xlll'J(• :.!0 

yc.tP.. .:1go. TI1e Tucsd~1y night tcJm ,Jr~ now in iull [ AS,.\ C oi :\ 

111odt·. tht• fir~t jub WJ' h.l Lh,l ll~l' ow lllllt h lovc·d CCt) i nto 

CGO. Tin:> d ub w1•iconw - uur n \w in-.pt•Ctor, Andrt•w llt..Jtrerfit'ld, 

who ha- alrcJdy had 11 jew mcky qucstions ilbout ai f\,•orthu tb~ 

on hls weekends oii. And fin.IIIy. corigrmuiJtiun.-, tu our frif·nd at 

Aqui l;t ~ 110\V Utl nbury GCJ, "hn tlflhcld t l~ • iV\id i,Jntl f',\gtlt' '~ 

hnnour by wmn1ng the lnwr-Ciub I ~,gtJe tmtJI. Su •r JOb. ch .. 1ps ~ 

Ncil Swinlon 

Portsmouth Naval (Lee on Solent) 
AUTUMN pruducc•d '-umt.• IK)hlbl<• -=uLc~. I irsl Slt'Vl' Morg .. m 

Jc-h ievcd Gold t-fl'ighl .11 Ahoyn " llum Ernic· MJ< Nt·il w.~ ... ')t"nt 

on h1s \ti'SI so kl b~· BC!n Ucn nt-tt .nnd ~~ 1110fllh 1,1tl'r jon.:uh.l n 

S;otkle {...tgCd 1 fl rollowcd .liter instrunion w ith GPoll Cl.~rk . 

Mt~;:rnwhih~. RichJrd I ovt'l.l qu.11iii(·d .~~ .1 B.t,. iC' lntrut.:tor, tHld 

ml·m Jef5h•p s _ - n"tMy l\£'vin Hills won press .tcrl.lirn .b J " d<lrillA 

ll''t pllot", .1 i t•·r 1,1kin~ J Joddllight .1ircr.1il on j .. maiden flif~ht 

;)fle_r ivt!} · 1 o( bu ild J t tiv1ty 'rom .111otlu., ,,,nldd us.er. 

CongrtJ. tul.lllOn" tu .11!! The t..luh h~ now JCquirt:d ;1 F<:~ l ke motor 

glidPr \~ hi1 h will gre.:nly int.R\]o,e •ur trJinlng w.•p.Jlli litir ..... 

l mally nur SIJ.ttJ> c.1nnor be ~...overed with.Ollt ll'lt~11t1on of on~oing 

issues un the Jir!1dd, wht h .:lllf..·cr our ~r\ fr Jt~ds, ,1nd unnet.es· 

~rily fruslLJt · ·njuym •nt These umirl,ttt •d in ..J P.:lrl i,llllL'Iltary 

rluhatP, much 0\1-erag 1n the lot:oll medi.l .• tnd rnov~ towJr<J.., 

lcg,11 n tion by the GA communi ty ·'A.·I in!tt closure de is ion& hy 
thl• 11irfidd llhlnagement. \·V(• trust mJtiP~ w ill be qu1rkl)' Jnd 

t~-~,t~iactoril}' r(Y)h•ed. 

Neil Shaw 

Rattlesden (Rattlesden) 
CONGRATUlATIONS to Mi( IMellillings un g.oinR solo !.1st 

Oc1nbcr TI1e d uh' ,m nuJI dinner .md ,Jw;,n.J:) L'VL'mng .. t.s held 

i1 t lckwor1h I louse, Bury Sl Ed111unds in Novto111bcr; l>ave K11lr, 

W(1r1 the \1\'tJOtly VVind1 \nJpl1y. l'.lul l{odw tll<' ( luh lc1ddcr. ,tnd 

Cr ""11 Vt1\l th<· Numh Burn Truphy ior hi.s .; 16km 1\ight. IJ,wid 

SoJivage was aw.i.lrdC'd the L:mdlorth.' Cup ior rhc mn-:;1 improv(•d 

pilot; M<)rti rl R.1pcr w ofl the Cunnir1gh.1111 Trophy jointly w ith 

Mt~rk Tay lur ,Jnd Pitul ROf •. A l.:u lllW-.<' w.1.s given ,, ':ip(·c i,ll cer · 

1i1icate to re ognisf' all h<• he1' nncl dnc.'i fnr Rnttlc~dt.'n, Jlong 

with l ife nwmbcrship to 1hc c.JuiJ. Per.c IIJrri:::.on Jnd Urian 

Cf'ifiirhs \\otoare ,.1\v~tt dOO w•th a Cf)'')f,l l glider c·t~rh ior .il l !h('ir h;ml 

\.vork instruding every \V(•dne':lday. 11 is w irh grc.11 .SJdnt::!':- th.ll 

we hr .1rd th<Jt K:uen \·Vrigl•t c:oll,lpsc.·d J nd d iL't.l on Sund.lr. 

n eccmlw r 2. 1007; she will~~~· gn•.uly mh,~(·d bl't' <11-io phi ). 

Hclcn Page 

Scottish (Portmoak) 
\·VE hild .1nother uccc,.slul cro'-.S- uuntry course wc...'C'k in ('Miy 

';ex::ptt·mber, and ,, number oi our members vcntuu•d br Jnd wide 

lQ d.1imtheir Silv(•r fli,. t,ln<,:(·:::.. ()ne vi5-itor in Sep!C'mb~:•r w.l!i Ld 

Downhilm in hi:s EB28. Hl' ;.llld Kcvin I look ill:!w Ov(•r the moun~ 

t,1 ifl$ (0 thf• W~l C~ t .and l\cvin j._ ;;filii._ lf<ing rlhnul thC' il ight. 

Ed's intcn!'Jt in uur fAir! o f the '.vorld \\'Ots iudlt·d b~· the i lights 

lhJt Juhn VVillidnl" -;md Kevin hJrl h<..>en post m 01) the 1.1dder. 

fhPsc two h,1v been .;;wapping the.• lead rno~t of th yc.u and, ac.. 

rcportc.d in the I:J~r fssu ~ oi S&C., they ~v~n nl.lrMM' ' tt) do two 

' lups• of ded.ucd 500 or 750s! Not S<lt15 w1th the UK 1..1ddcr, 

John h.1s hP;tiPn nii ,1 ~trol1)4 (urop151n iield to win the OLC 

60 

Greg BeaNie after going solo on his 

16/h birthday in October a/ York 

Raltlesden 's A tan Towse receiving a 

certificate to recognise all he has done 

and does for the club. from presiden/ 

Roger WaNs. a/the annual dinner 

h(1mpiunships ,md rL•mcmh~r th.1t his lliRht'\ were ~lll \vithin 

Scntl<md~ Other at:h il•v(•f!Wt1 t~ inr;.•lud(•: r\l,m M."lnning. Stl'V(..' 

\Vrigl ·y .tnd Gt->orgP Acdlt~ntylu' {(ir~t ... olo) t\lly Doit~· O<~vid 

Rcillt.'r. Ancly Gr:-tham .md Don,1Jd .. u mic.hJel (Bront e and 

c:a,..,o;-< ountry h1dor\emetlf, M.lllrite \•VilliJn (Bn )nrc· ;tnd Silver 

h tghll. t\ l.1n Gill.1nd rs !Brnnl.e, C:ros: -country Fndorscmont, 

Silver height ,J,,d Gold heightJ. I r;,nk ru.Jdcss (Siivl!f dtmuion), 

K('n Rohf•ro;;tun, A].J,.Iolir M ut.ch <1nd Pet ·r %arpehqu).t~ (Si lv<-"r 

Bodgc· .·md Cnld heighll, Kcllh M Otgdl1 IGnlcl B,tdgc ond 

Oio:m10nd IH:!Ight). Vk. Lci1d1 tSIIvcr and .J(lld Badges ,1nd 

D idlllfHld guoiJ t\1.111 rid_w• tC old heigh1 o.1 To.~lgarthl~ C()lin 

li.Hnillon {71iOkm), hr'" knhinson anri Gerry \ .. u s.h .. dl tru ll 

l-!.ltin•''it. Kcf•p ::m Pyc out for my Col1Uri, whK 1 "v~b storcn i1 om 

my M (NCP r ,u p.1rk in LonUo 1J - No. 15 ~ 24, th.1nk . 

lan Easson 

Shenington (Edgehill) 
LOOKING bo:~ck on ;!007 tht1re ~'r tin1 when .1 hiii·!Op l>it h,1s 

ib ,Jrlvo~ntl'l:lf'') . D ·· pit<_. loc11 l tlooding during the petlk months u l 

lhC ~.1~011 Olll tielrf drai ned CJUi r k\y, CIMbl ins midvVL'Ck ny ing IU 

contmuc I;H&ely un1n1errupted. Our woutlt.·n sh1ps compe!Jt ion 

WJS won by Tom [dw..trd3o in h i K-8 Jnd s~1w much or the dub 

ftt;:et landing in t h~;· dill_. li Id. S~llurd,\ t·vt: n in tlcouk-in~ .. h.t\<c 

turned 11110 ,1 rcgul.1r cv~nr and are w ell .J tlended, .;as W..J'.t our fire

work p:.rry in Nuvemll~ with uvcr I 00 j.Jeuple pr~ :1nl Th.:mks lU 

jnhn \-\fatson !or his c.fto rt ~b n UVf•r the IJ.SI yc..u and COlH5f' 

irl.~ tru to r IJc.rek \>Voodionn, who take· o~.o-er the ret~ns tor 2008. 

Derc•k w i ll continu<· I() nm dny ~1ml ' ' •eckly course::. throuHh the 

11n11ing ' l'd'-( 111, !>llpported Uy fe.l low instructor Dick .SkPrl)· irOrn 

Strubby. t\ s I vvrilc , we are pbnnmq Jl'l intormJI :tmstrn.1s p.my 

in the duhhou"'l' .tnd prc·pdring for our annuJI UinnC;.'.r lkHu .. e in 

e.nly Fehru.1r)'· \1\1(' ;1rl' ;1lso I()Oking !or'tv::lrd tf., hOSl in mo r vis it~ 

fr (ml other clt.~b.s again next .sununc.r. J e-el Ire" to cJII m hf•ck 

oul our 1 ·put,ltion a" "tht · irwndly gl idin~ chrb .. ! 
Geoff Pur ell 

Southdown (Parham) 
Th Chri.stnM~ dinner and d. me<:! St n1ecl .m fd<:.11 illOmf"·nt tO rel

dm11e the yl'a1'S JChievements al Parh.Jm. Gc1 !-Jmuh was Riven J 

w ·11-deserved ovation fo1· Ofl1~lni~ing thL pJrty, .:mU ior t.hoosing 

the J.m u:JS Honrl l ht"'m • lt :tU~tcd ju 1 the right c.ombfn~llfon o i 

d.lnger OJnd risk Js~smcnt to get eve.n the mfu1.Supcrannu~ted 

rnc.rnbcr on to the d dllf(' iloor rlying ~l\\'ilrd went tu P~tu! 

fritdw, r.:wl Tickn0r, JuliJn H itcht ock. Ang-us Bud 1an,1n. D l::!re:k 

\•Vhitm·y, l.m A.:;hdown. Dere:>k E<lstell .Htd our t.hainn.,n, Craig 

Lowri~·. Jim HeJth is one oltht..• dub's cn~ll1('<.'ring haekroorn 

boy~ •. md his f (JI11riblll ion rn kN'ping us t:~ l \ flying wa.s duly 

rcc~ni~fld :tnd i1ppl~luc1Pd. \-Ve wcr<' cid ighted to see tormer 

""<'Jd(•t K.Hll" .lll llllollfb, now wi th Virgin Atl.ltllil •.• • 111d to l(•arn thill 

"he will take hcr ATPI. U lurse next ~·<"M. A l. m 1-1:\incs so lued in 

1'\'o,•l:~mhcr, ,111d H.l kan t\ndcr~~nn ,1nd Duncdn Slcw.~r! hJ.\lt' 

bc.•tom<· l·ulll{,·u<•d in-.rru( tors.. The t.luh took p.~rl in ri ttll•wnrlh 

~chool '" .wi:-ttiun pn,1ject. rigging ,1 PIK2011 in thf' p lllygruund, 

,1nd th • studcnti'Pnfhusi,l5rn hor\(w; wc•l\ rnr future fl'CrtJitment , 

Peter Holloway 

Staffordshire (Seighford) 
OUR S('cond twin Astir Wil" coli<•Cf< ~d i rnm it<; French home ;1t 

Be!in rt , th;m k" 10 I' tcr ( ,ilL Al.ln Jolly ~md Grah.un Bunon. The 

outw<trd trip was qu ite l'W~ntiul, with >CVl 'rt) we.1thc>r in I he• chan

nf:'l, lorrenti.d r;l in in nor1hc5n f"rancc .lnd fin.;l lly ..-now 11~ th(:·~· 

reaCh('< I Bclio rt. The rE·turn trip was lt~ diilicuh and the. glider i.:. 

now sdi<'ly in flur h.'lngar being w ep.lrL'(l !()go on l hc British rcg-

istl'r. ~ow tl1.1l flying i}l at a lower level. we h:1d a <:on\rJctor 

working tt'l n •mov<· the worst ot the bumps on our ,1erotuw !!trip . 

the ~monthc"<l .m .• ·d.S .trC:' gr('1.:ning up nicely ,\nd l.IUI tuggii'~ and 

mowrglider ri!ots wrll enjoy mlrt h smoother t;:~k c·-oit'.., .111rl land· 

i ng~ in th ~.: new yedr. 

Colin Ratcliife 

Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 
AMONGST no rfli,JI bu~ine~ .. uur Ouobcr G • .\i\ provicJcd the 

opporrun11 ' 10 r t.lgni.se some notJhlc •·u.:ha~vcmunb and cele

br.:Hc SOillt:' ~gninc.:.;mt succ.:,_ scs over the pl.lst seasw t. lt ~, .as 

t~pprnpri;_l ll'. tn r '-'m inisc over how v.. sc ientillt.JIIy p icked our 

expedit ion and badge ,.., ·k~ to d liver ~t!> "SOm<.· ui 1hc beuer 

summl'r \\'l'.J.ther. O ur ~liHIU(l ! fl)(peditinn tu Suttun B<~nk pmvided 

22.f) hool"l in th dit and cuuntiP4S ilight over IO,OOOfl. O ur 

hJdge week sa\v us cloc:k LIP 2<)4 hours J irtim f' Jnd .. 1lmo~ 

17.UOOkm ~•nd OVN the. who iP SPa'iOn we tlcw almo~ 29,000krn 

- .1 d ub record. gaggl : nf individual~ pick ·J UJJ mphi~ i1 r1m 

huth the.· flying ;md 1-whind-th scenes per~peL t ive. An cvcnt(ul 

y •;n wa;; d t>.lrly h.rd hy StPVP Pl~.lrce, whr , < o llt•t'tNl .1 trophy j(Jr 

topping the b.1dg~ JJdrler <1nd ,Hlo th(•r trophy iur most progrcs~ in 

lhl' ye.:'lr, .mcl bet.uming vr-hick: nmn.1ger. ,md joining the cnm

lll i tll'~·. Of SpC'ddl noiP, !>hit King .1nd Mdrlrrt D,JviL~ were• prP· 

o;;<'ntl'd w ith cngr.:lVed giJss .:1w.uds to comm<.•mor.ll<' th('ir ?-:;okm 

ilight~ in t\ugu~t. ~~ tht~ .1utumn progr<',:,Sl'd we had John 

DiLkinsun (our cluh <.;hairm.:m l join the.• rtmko;, oi Ao.,.;,i~t .mt 

ln~tructor s, \HH'I w-.:1vc .1lso had Nid: j.1 ffr<~y (vin· th.l irnt.lll) .mU 
C rahnm MJcMil l.1n bC'ttlflll.' B~sic lnsrntrlnr ~ . \ •Vintcr tl~·ing con

linu<.:.s with ~hurte.r, Loklcr i l ighb to m.Jtf h tht.• shm rc.:r, col<k·r 

d . .ty' . whilst w inler CvC'ning IM:tures l>t.~ us foc.ussi ng vn rJdio 

proccdurC'S, t.J -.ing loggers .md prc1xu·ing fur 13ronzc. 

Richard Maksymowicz 

Surrey Hills (Kenley) 
I'll. !!IMI by (nngr:~tul.lt i ng the iour 111t:flliJ('P' who h,tve rP< ('nil}' 

gone solo .11 the dub. rh.tt UcinS h rb Non h. ihri;; M itchc ll , 

Chris Carter ,md hun OOmldll (Chrb is s!Ml ing ttJ become J 

very popuiM ne me nt lur ~ill"'). Further (~nn~l.ltulalion.s. gu 10 

Chris North. who has gone on tu t.o111plete. has Bronn> (jod~c. 

anrl subsequently wa"' .1w,.HdC<.l the lull A\~oilrd .11 this yt\l r's 

pri z.egiv ing dinl'ler. The C..:hri slmtt" Oinm"'r omd pri.z:egivil•g was as 

ever J well ' t t.ended event. cnjoyL>d h)' 111 1. The other awards 

given 'w·n.· th ab initiu awdfd which w nt tu Chrl'\ Mitc::hcll , 

Jnd The All~x \Vri~ht Awilrd (whith i n;-~nwd .tftt•r, founclt"l 

m(·mhe.r ol r h~ dub ~md goes to th pc·r,.on who has put J lol of 

work into the· c.:lub nver the )ear\ went to Ke.ith I fJmp~n. \•Ve l/ 

dnnt' to you ;,I I. ()11 o ther dub rrMUe;~, wo k has now st.1rted on 

the modcrn is.11ion or the d ub's (Jcilities rollowing our successful 

p l:mning tlpp l it.tllion. 1hi~ w ill invo lve the repl~tc.menl uf our 

very o ld cluhhous • w ith il ni?W huilding, 1he repl.:tccnltm t o f our 

workshop il nd the n..accwennA or our IKH\gM. A htg thank you Koes 

out to all tlw members who h;we taken ~m ilctlvc rok in • •tting 

this work tlon •. 

Marc Corrance 

Windrushers (Bicester) 
LOCAL M P To11y Haldry vi~itcd durinl-! O ctober to d i!!CUSS o ur 

aims for the iuture w ith the miDagem •nt commilll-"C. Autumn 

so.1ri ng conrinucd Into November with K··ith MiiiM c-lm:.ktng up 

.1n hour in his Kestrel 19. Wednesdil~' and Friday flying continues, 

Ueing supported both by \.Yindrushr-rs member~ ..Jnd ~tuJE:nts 

from O xfn1d and Cr.tnfielrl Unh.erslt i~. At the Gvt thf' iollow

ing trophit!~ were .JW.lrded: Chairman's Trophy: Cl ive Oalzell; 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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~'-\o:-.1 .•vteriloriour..; Flight ni I he Yt!41r: Jcd Edyve~ll iur hb, 7!i0km 

1i1ghlln hi ... Nimhus ' (:\tiC' p21 t M ·mh~T of I he Y(.'.~r: Gl'OrgC:! 

lv.rJu~hvili : Cri's Trophy: Al,m Smith; Th(~ 1\lf~u 1\.>l mori.tl J\wvrd 

;m.rrd0d .lnnu.llly !()the rm~111her who hJ.:, mJd' J -:. igni ik;:,.nt voi

Wit.u\ w ntrihuliun to Lluh oper.rtitHl" without th.rnb or i<wour: 

!ohu Wril(ht; fhc LX Cup ,l\vard"d to thP member who, in tht..: 

p.r~r ~· L'<lr , h.b Lompl •tcd thC' f.:btc~t h.rndi .rppt•d :ZOOkm do~eu 

d rc ui t t,h·k, w('nl tu O,w(.• \'V.llt ior 20 ~km in I hr 50 rninutf'S 14 

~wnds ill an .wcr<Jgc· o t 1 0k1km/h. 

0Jve Smith 

Wyvern (Upavon) 
D PIT( the·(. ontinuing thrc-.. 11' tu uur flyir1q (rum Up.tvun the 

.mnu.1l winter rnutin~ ui mainl;rining rhr JltY't h.1c; :-!Jrted w ith the 

tirsl K-:21 tEKG) in the \ ... orkshop, ilnd there \Vill be the Jddc.:<.l 

\\O!~/o.1d of lr.-in,irJon to F A of 1\ (nr .111 our gliders. \I\I£J hor ' 

.111 nwmbcrs , .... HI~..,{f,'f to lt:nrlthr fL'\..ItniCJI member a hand from 

timE; to tirJlc wtth whJrever LISks he c:Jn lfi..'Rale. Recent wcc_k_,; 

h.1ve been m.Hkcc.J hy th~ <..On1plurh.-m uf the hn c.1l rq>JI~ on 

thr F.Jik(' T-h l morof •litic-r tlrRTWC1 ~md wt~hins ir f:~r well a i t 

trJn.sicrs to nJ; I i ~t GC .1\ \'VaWshrun. Chiet [ nl{i llccr John Coli ins 

h.H- rno~int. t in~d it iur o long lv• !llml lP Ci.H~ tn S(:(.' it go. 

R~..·pl.wing il b ,1 ~ignliic.mfty more G lp. hit· Groh 1 n~m on •Nhich 

qualii ied pilots ikrvc bcr·n converting .md new NPPL stuck:nls 

~t ,tining under the UHd,tgt: nf Ill<' CFI. All future Cr<>:-.~·cou rrtry 

th ~ wdl be flown tn the Croh :lS \veil U!!-108 tl i r .1h init io 

J.{lidinR lrJming.. suit '~ .tn asse:.1 that will ;.:et lots o( u~£'. htr,J ~Pl'· 

t ldl nmgr.uul.tl ions to 1\ ndy Pr1rker n11 being sent solo hy thf' 

rhitlrman ,1i1<:r .1 I ng fr.lnltng [)4-,nc>d - y~t unother dt!mort.!,lr.JIIon 

u( ,, ~tudt•nt'!:o p<~r:. istt!ncc ~1nd his ln!>lrul·h>rs' ~Jtiem .. e. 

And)' Gibson 

York (Rufforth) 
~lMEI IO\·V lht• f.!ulforth new.;; fell oli lhP -f'nci of tht · l;1st Ptiition 

(Xlrr}~ mr t.w/1 I /den [v.m5, Fditor, & . ~ sn here'i ,, doubiP 

dose·. rhc b st days of ..;um•ncr 5~1W two Rulforth glidors compel · 

lng .11 Pt:ddington in th · two-~.1t •r I...Ufl'J.>et ilion. T . ~ duG IL!dnr, 

tlyifiK our D ._,o , 1111shecl 12t.h ovcr,1 ll out o f JJ w nh SORA 

fu~ lK1hi nd in 11111 - .l vJ i iJ.nt effort. In tlu~ fo llowing ·.veek\, .my 

!llr'flll,ll~ tm.tlly dit , hut th · \Vl~VC gavC' us r ·newed hof*. Trm1 

)f~cr hJs 11-tc greatest height gil tn so far .11 10.5uOft, wh1le id)' 

~tuith rn.,dc .) 3 I J km w,w c cross-country Jnd a mJ:< altilud(' of 

11, l10t V (' w~Jcom had York Univt:.rsity GC .1mt th<: .. Anthu.,i

lYTl liv y bring lJnd('r the IC'adershtp of Ll ura M.1ksyrnowicz. Ynur 

t..'Oirc~pvndcl1! is now .1n .'\.:.s ist~mt lnstrw...tor Jnd look::t iurwJrd tu 

~·!~ the l1t.u..k of your he:trl in the futurcl \1'1/f' t OI)Kr;ttul,llt..: Creg 

ll:"ol!fc on go111g solo on his lbtl1 lHrlhd<~y in Octob(•r. Grq.; hJS 

'JI enthusiasm ior the !'port drl<.l much pot:enti,JI. and we look 

kJrw.ud !() S(.->eing hirn progr "' In thl' Y-",lf!j, to Lume. nr~ .lf111Udl 

iluh dinner-dom cat the York flKCGrJ ll f"'C w:ts on • agJin ,1 grcJ! 

'-4.1l-l:e>~ . ,\o1dny mPfnh rs ~njuyed .111 c vcnmg of iinf' n•i.,im•. 

)Qph i~lir.H, ·d cnm· !f'SJiinn .uuJ. lr>t ~::t ~JY~ ·elc~anl ' dancing. 

S!q::ping down t'rom th <..Ommtttec is •'-'1ark 8nyh_., who ht~~ nl.lde 

.1 •f('.1t l ontrihution ov the i.1sf yc.u. M ;:uk wi ll >ti ll lw contrihut

'"K to tommi11ee work J:. ~>u y CFI. Af er :,even yco~rs, ~ich. rrd 

:-,midi Jiso steps down ;1 , chairman of the dub. Richard h:t~ 

.Jl\\.Jy' hJd grmt jMSSion fur th • York Gliding CC'ntre, ,1nd IMS. put 

in J g~coll ckaJ of work to provide memh f'li w1th the su< u:ssiul 

ii!U:I iriendly d uU they cunti!llJC tn enjny. A special JWJrd w,ls 

1w••.entPd lr RichcJrd in •«ogn ition oi hi') servin :. 

Andrew Rally 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
YCC members have nut ht..."'en in hibern.1tion during tht-' w inter. 

.\m~· Darltngtnn WEnt solo; I pfr Mj Is gnt his Guld IH·ight dtld 

t\ Jl ... o now d e.ucd for tugging. Con rJtu lcJtions to yo 1 bothl Ti ll· 

nifl'' import:lnl " 1111 r proJect hds b<.."'tm our stimul!!wr, .sony. sim

ulator. ,\1;rnv a h11ppy hou1 has lx~n ~pc.nt cutting up w h.1t, [n !h 

t'f1d. IUlned out ta h • .1 pNf tl ~ serviteahf~ PuLha z.. spt.o;,. iJI 
1h.11'k you rnu~l go ro Dav1d L wrncr fOf his engineering work Jnd 

'~Ill", .111d also to uur lo111put.er \ lill rd, Kelly Teagle. fur $orting 

t. t ltv· .;;.oftwar(' Also, • hig thJI, you to everyone eJse w ho h.1.s 

helped with the proJC~ Thank rou to cveryom,. w ho took pMI in 

nur ''C'ry sue es.ful .lnd interesting winter lr•cturc-:. 

John Marsh 

s~c · lh..Jn/tl .u J fWil)'i to DdJb h ·ans for (Yiiting thi."! 

N1f1trlh' Club New - He/en Ev<-~ns, Editor 

February - March 2008 

Obituaries 
Ronald William Asplin - Coventry, 
The Gliding Centre, Lincolnshire 
1'10N Asplin ( 1924-2007), who has recently p<1sscd 

JwJy, w,IS a member Jt the then Coventry I iding lub 

,1t t-luslx 1nds llosworth lor more than 3 0 ye<l rs, writes 

Ron!J.widson. As w ell a· b mg " keen cross-country 
a1HJ cump tition pilot , Run was an instru tor and tug 
pilot ,1nd could ;~lways be r 'lied on to tur11 ur for his 

duty. 1-te flew his Std. Cirrus CN 1or mJny years and 

his charming iirst wife Mary w ould olt n crew ior him; 
her c le.:1r bell-l ike voice calling his ca ll ign" harli, 

Nooky Nooky'' over the airwav!!s caused man)' a 

chu kle in the gliding world. Follow ing wartime ~rv i c 
in th Fl Cl Air Arm as an cngin ering ofT1cer <1nd 
occasionally flying the fearsome Sword 1sh, Run went 

into the aviJtion indust•y, finishin' up at Warton n ar 
Manchester w ith Grit ish Aero~p e. H is last big job 

before retirement was the tanker conversion of the 
Victor bomber lnr tlw Falklands c;, mpaign, a task which 

took him and his team work ing 24 hours a day for two 

weeks in order to get the job done. Following his 
rt'tirenwnt. Ron was abiP to spend more time fl ying but, 
fo llowing the death of ,vtary, he met and married Mav is 
and moved to Lincolnshi re. t-Ic joinPd Strubby but 

continued to visi t Hus Bus, w hl're his cheerlul grin and 
\ovealth of aviation knowledge \"VC'rc Jl\vays welcome. 

Ron joined the Lincolnshire GC, arlcls Dick Ske rr)'. 
w hen ht, moved to the cast coast in 2003. he quickly 

bee-am · part ol thC' club and was a regular anti 
enthusiasti lub man. Ron would lrcquently wah J 

club dircrdft and diSdppe. r return ing ~s \W W t' 

preroring th trJi ler. \•Vhen the insurance roles caught 

up with him I regularly flew with him, s d safety pilot. 
Ron's knowledge c:IS un engineer was of gre.:t t assistc: nee 
to the c lub. If something needed mending Ron would 

take it owoy ~ncl bring it hack immacul .1t ·ly repaired. 
W hen we cou ldn 't fly lw kept us entt:rt,l ineel with 
sturi .. s of the Virtor. Ron was always one of the fi rst on 

tlw field and last tu go. until a !all e.~rliPr in th • year 
slowed him clown. lie w ill be greatl) missed by al l at 

Strubby. Our condolences go to Mavis and his fami ly. 
Ron Davidson & Dick Skerry 

Jack Tarr- Doncaster, Trent Valley, Yorkshire 
]A "K Tarr (1922-2007) W<IS born at Hootun Pagnel l, 
near Don aster, into a !arming bmily. In 1 ') 9 he joined 

the RAF and initially served with 10 squadron on 
\•Vhitley bombers. This insti lled a lilclon!l inte.r • t in 

ilviation into him. l<1ck wil l be rcmemuered by many of 
the o lder members ol Doncastcr & District . He was 

cl :'llply involved in its loundation du ring 1959 and wa> 
chairm,1n for several ye r> . Later he served as CFI at 

Sturgate, then the honw ol Trt<nt V lley club. t-Ie WdS 

also a member ol the Yorksh ire , , where he won the 
Nun·herns in 1970 in his Slingsh)' Sky! t-Ie was a wel l

known restaurant ownl'r in the DoncastPr area ancl 

a I wily~ il < olouriul ch.~r<~cter. jack ,ent m olo, in an 
open eo kpll Tutor, betwpen snowstorms on my 1 &th 
birthday. In "1960 l<~ck w.1s rt>ceiving snm unoffi ial 
circuit in>truction in an Auster w h •n the engine f.1iled . 

This resulted in a glide into the International Harv t rs 

Keneation l ie Id, on th appro;1ch to Done aster Airport 
-during a r i ket match! Tlw locil l pap •r report<·d th<~ t 

when r s uers arrived, one oi the pilots had asked: 

"Is it my innings yet"/ That was our Jack! 
Bob Mclean 

Karen Wright - Rattlesden 
Karen W right ("I 95'l-2007)was a stalwdft member of 

Raulesden G for over 20 years; lauerl)' devoting many 
hours a_ treasumr, o i,1l !unct ion organiser. po nt of 

contact and >ell-proclaimed "Radio Ratt lesden". She 

first be ame a member i Rattlesdl'n in 1989, joining 
th •n husband MMk and f lh<'r Alan as ,m oc ,1siona l 
parti ip<1nt. lt took a w hile. but she was slowly lured 

into actively taking ur the sport lu ll time in the early 
I 'l'lO>. Sh • l»carn ,111 Jvicl dnd dlmost mpetitive 
col lector ol gilder types. loc;,tions and instructor names 
for her logbook. Each of which \.WlS a new ildv(•nture in 

itseli. Some of the highlights ol her gliding c<Jrecr were 

eventu<~lly passing her Bro1ue in 2005, ilying lhe 13GA 
Duo Discus with Simon Acll,1rd at llusb,1 ncls Bosworth 

dnd being <~I I owed to fly <.1 K- I H <oln ,1t Camphi /1 
court ~y oi Kevin ,\1\o loney, as well as winning the 
club's pr stigiou< Most ln1provc,cl Pilot trophy <~ I I of 

hich took pia c in 2001-.. She ' s wry much look ing 
lorword to the fo rth oming soaring season w ith ,1 

positive a titude to overcome her lack of self-conlidcnc 
in her ,1hili ti ., Jnd planning to Oy her beloved M iwal C 
cross-country. Karcn was known tn many people in glid

in •, espe ·iall y in Ea>t Angli" •>r those whn landed out at 
R. tt lesdcn, as she w;:1s oitcn the iirst person on thC' mdio 

or wdcnmin' them. lt alway> lilled her with pleasure to 
go to other si tes ~nd competitions in ord •r to " ee who 
I c<m se "; and, invoriably. there w re many. She was 

not .werse to nam dropping a good many bmous 
gliding n<Jm in th pro•. _. Karen dierl suddenly 
dftcr C<i llapsing on Dcc mber 2, whilst out hrist•nas 

shopping with her partner after being ,11 RJttl den 
Gliding lub. A ll those who kn w Karen drl! deeply 

shocked and saddened. t th(' pas ing old fa ntastiC 
umbassador for gliding unci her club. ur condolences 
to d<~ughter Cla irc, f<J th ·r Alan and partlwr Rod. 
DJ Graham 

Karen Wright of Rartlesden GC, who won the club's Most Improved Trophy in 2006 
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BGA Badges 
No. Pilot Club (place of flight) Date 

BGA 750KM DIPLOMA 

66 Phil King 752JSNI-PTF·TUX·LAS·SNI 8.8.2007 

67 Marlyn Davies 752JSNI·PTF·TUX·LAS·SNI 8.8.2007 

68 Col1n Hamilton 755/EDZ·CRN·MTR·SRN·FFR10.9.2007 

69 Peter Gray 766/LOK·BSS·FIN·OBA·ABO 10.9.2007 

70 Bruce Cooper 768/LAS-BOT-BUL-SBY·LAS 30.7.2007 

71 Kay Draper 757/LAS·GAI·POP·NAE·LAS 30.7.2007 

DIAMOND BADGE 

723 Graharn Paul 

MichacH Aoff-Jarrett 

Lindsay Mclane 

Terry Moyes 

San1i.ago Cervantes 

Michael Rubin 

Sheninglon 

Lash am 

Yorkshire 

Gliding Centre 

SGU 

Lasham (Aboyne) 

8.8.2007 

31.7.2007 

8.8.2007 

30.7.2007 

30.7.2007 

11.10.2007 

724 

725 

726 

727 

728 

729 

730 

731 

732 

733 

Willy Hackelt Bannerdown (Moriarly)28.5.2007 

John Gorringe Lasham (Omarama) 11.12.2006 

Howard Toro de Lasham (Aboyne) 16.10.2007 

Richard Whilaker Lasham (Aboyne) 16.10.2007 

31.7.2007 John McWilliam Bnslol & Glos 

Diamond distance 

1-1083 Graham Paul 

1-1 084 Mictlael Roff-Jarrett 

1·1 085 Lindsay McLane 

1-1 086 Chris Sterrilt 

1-1087 Terry Moyes 

1-1 088 Santiago Cervan!es 

1-1089 Colin Macalpine 

1-1 090 Willy Hackett 

1-1091 B Van Woerden 

Sheninglon 

Lasham 

Yorkshire 

Lasham 

Gliding Centre 

SGU 

SGU 

8.8.2007 

31.7.2007 

8.8.2007 

30.7.2007 

30.7.2007 

30.7.2007 

10.9.2007 

Bannerdown (Moriarly)28.5.2007 

Cairngorm (Minden) 14.8.2007 

1·1 092 Jonathan Smith York 30.7.2007 

31.7.2007 1·1093 John McWilliam Bristol & Glos 

Diamond goal 

2-3191 Arthu r George Lash am 31.7.2007 

2-3192 Andrew Whiteman Mendip 31.7.2007 

2-3193 Jarnes Pengelly Booker 9.8.2007 

2-3194 Paul Moslin Chilterns (Honinglon) 8.8.2007 

2-3195 Brian McDonnell Gliding Centre 8.8.2007 

2-3196 Lindsay McLane 

2-3197 Phllip Lee 

2·3198 Matthew Davis 

2-3199 Brian Palmer 

2·3200 Chris Sterritt 

2·3201 Jonalhan Coole 

2·3202 Ray Nuza 

2·3203 Tim Donovan 

2·3204 David Bray 

2-3205 John Rayner 

2-3206 Ed Jenkinson 

2·3207 John Riley 

2·3208 Slelan Borl 

2·3209 

2-3210 

2-3211 

2·3212 

Eugene Lambert 

Oavid Shearer 

Michael Birch 

John Mdver 

Yorkshire 

Bristol & Glos 

Bristol & Glos 

Nene Valley 

Lash am 

Bristol & Glos 

York 

Shenington 

8.8.2007 

8.8.2007 

30.7.2007 

11.8.2007 

30.7.2007 

31.7.2007 

9.8.2007 

8.8.2007 

Oxford (Hus Bosworlh) 8.8.2007 

South down 

Gliding Centre 

SGU 

Kent (Bioester) 

Cotswold 

Kent (Lasham) 

8.8.2007 

8.8.2007 

10.9.2007 

9.8.2007 

18.9.2007 

8.8.2007 

Lasham 31.7.2007 

Dumfries (Portmoak) 26.9.2007 

No. Pilot Club (place of flight) Date 

SGU 

East Sussex 

Southdown 

Cairngorm (Minden) 

Shalbourne 

Oxford 

Lasham (Benalla) 

Trent Valley 

10.9.2007 

8.8.2007 

9.8.2007 

9.8.2007 

8.8.2007 

11.8.2007 

26.11.2004 

8.7.2007 

2·3213 Victor Leilch 

2·3214 Oliver Barter 

2-3215 Clive Bruce 

2·3216 B Van Woerden 

2-3217 Colin Ba1nes 

2·3218 Neil Swinlon 

2·321 9 Slephen Powell 

2·3220 Slephen Nock 

2·3221 Timothy Lean 

2·3222 John McWilliam 

Lasham 30.7.2007 

Cotswold (Portmoak) 17.10 2007 

Diamond distance 

3-1678 Keilh Morgan SGU 

3·1679 Neillrving SGU 

3· 1680 Andrew While man Mendip (Aboyne) 

3·1681 Michael Rubin Lasham (Aboyne) 

30.8.2007 

8.4.2007 

1.9.2007 

11 .10.2007 

3·1682 John Gorringe 

3-1683 Howard Torode 

Lasham (Omarama) 11.12.2006 

Lasham (Aboyne) 16.10.2007 

3-1684 Russell Flelcher Lasham (Aboyne) 

3-1685 David Crowhursl PSGC (Aboyne) 

3·1686 Rober!Theil PSGC (Aboyne) 

16.10.2007 

11.10.2007 

11.10.2007 

3-1687 Slephen Powell Lasham (Aboyne) 11.10.2007 

3·1688 John Richardson Borders 27.10.2007 

3-1689 lain Russell Borders 27.10.2007 

3·1690 Dav1d Shearer Kent (Aboyne) 11.10.2007 

3-1691 Brian Brown Borders 27.10.2007 

3-1692 Louis Quarlly Booker (Aboyne) 11.10.2007 

3-1693 Sheena Fear PSGC (Aboyne) 11.10.2007 

3·1694 Richard Whilaker Lasham (Aboyne) 

3·1695 John Herman 

GOLD BADGE 

Booker (Aboyne) 

SGU 

Yorkshire 

16.10.2007 

11.10.2007 

30.8.2007 

8.8.2007 

2447 

2448 

2449 

2450 

2451 

2452 

2453 

2454 

2455 

2456 

2457 

2458 

2459 

2460 

2461 

2462 

2463 

2464 

2465 

2466 

2467 

Keith Morgan 

Lindsay McLane 

Mark Dalton 

Richard Logan 

Tim Donovan 

John Riley 

Darren Judd 

John Mclver 

ex-pal (Minden USA) 27.8.2005 

Ulster 

Shenington 

SGU 

19.8.2007 

8.8.2007 

10.9.2007 

Lasham 7.4.2007 

Dumfries (Porlmoak) 26.9.2007 

Andrew Whileman Mendip (Aboyne) 

V1ctor Leilch SGU 

Ray Nuza York 

1.9.2007 

10.9.2007 

16.9.2007 

Slephen Riddinglon Gliding Ctre (Aboyne) 5.10.2007 

John Gorringe Lasham (Omarama) 11.12.2006 

Slephen W1lliams Booker (Aboyne) 11 .10.2007 

Brian Lamas 

Slephen Powell 

James Pengelly 

David Shearer 

Bowland (Feshie) 

Lasham (Aboyne) 

Booker (Aboyne) 

Kent (Aboyne) 

Simon Boyden Kestrel (Aboyne) 

Richard Whllaker Lasharn (Aboyne) 

Timothy Lean 

2468 Alan Flintolt 

Gold distance 

Philippe Garang 

Lasham 

PSGC (Aboyne) 

Bristol & Glos 

5.10.2007 

11.10.2007 

5.10.2007 

11.10.2007 

17.10.2007 

16.10.2007 

7.10.2007 

11.10.2007 

31.7.2007 

British Gliding Association 

THE 1000 CLUB MONTHLY LOTTERY 
A great chance to win substantial cash prizes and at the same time enable the 
Philip Wills Memorial Fund to make loans to dubs for site purchase and devel
opment. 

This monthly lottery started in July 1992 and has room for many more par· 
ticipants. The first prize winner drawn will take half the prize money each 
montll and the nextl\vo drawn will take a quarter each. 

Please complete the form below and return it to the BGA with your payment. 
Please note lhal on ly BGA members and their 
families may participate and that the BGA is registered under the Lotteries And 
Amusements 1\Ct 1976 with Leicester City Council. 
Pete Stratten. Promoter 

HALF ollhe procee!ls go la lhe Phi lip W1lls Memorial Fund lo help w1th its To: 
wor1< In developing BGA clubs and tiJe other HALF is distnbuled each month in 

Pele Slratten, British Gliding Association, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, 
Leicester LEI 4SE 

tl1e form of 3 CASH PRIZES. The more participants we have, the greater the 
prize money pool. 

I si PRIZE - 50% ollhe prize money pool. 
2 Runner Up Prizes ol25% each of the prize money pool. 
Chanceslnumbefs can ooly be bought from the BGA al £1.00 each. Those 

whose money has been received allhe BGA by the end of each month will !hen 
partJCipa1e 1n the dmw on the first Wednesday of each following month. Tickets 
will not be issued in order la keep the administrative costs low but each member 
will purchase a " number~ ~\lflich will go into the draw. lt is hopt..>d that members 
will purchase 12 months' worth of tickets at a time. Winners will receive the!r 
prizes direct from lhe BGA am a hsl ollhfflr names <nil be published in S&G. 
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Please Include me in the "1000 club" and I enclose £12.00 (payable la BGAI 
!or twelve months of entries. or mulllples thereof. 

Name 

Signed 

Address . 

No. Pilot 

Andrew Whiteman 

Keilh Morgan 

Paul Moslin 

Matthew Davis 

Brian McDonnell 

Undsay Mclane 

Philip Lee 

Brian Palmer 

Jonalhan Coole 

Roy Nuza 

Tim Donovan 

Richard Lodge 

John Rayner 

Michael Procter 

Ed Jenk1nson 

John Riley 

Slelan Borl 

Oarren Judd 

Eugene Lambert 

David Shearer 

Michael B1rch 

John Mclver 

Andrew Whiteman 

Victor Leitch 

Roy Nuza 

Stephen Ri.ddington 

Ohver Barter 

Clive Bruce 

Ellie Armslrong 

Berhard Van Woerden 

Colin Baines 

Neil Swinton 

Carl Hulson 

James Pengelly 

Slephen Nock 

David Shearer 

Timothy Lean 

Neil Harrison 

Gold height 

Keilh Morgan 

Alaslair Mulch 

Daniel Johns 

Ronald Ogslon 

Peter Sharphouse 

Andraw Whiteman 

Victor Leitch 

Ray Nuza 

Stephen Riddington 

Peter Sm1lh 

Andrew Bland 

John Gorringe 

Tim Lean 

Bob Wesllake 

Slephen Williams 

Brian Lamas 

Stephen Powell 

James Pengelly 

Stephen Morgan 

David Shearer 

Ken Roberlson 

Simon Boyden 

Louis Quarlly 

David Jesly 

Richard Whilaker 

Timothy Lean 

Alan Flinloh 

SILVER BADGE 

11804 Jay Myrdal 

11805 Sieve Hardy 

11806 Simon Foster 

11807 Marlin Brown 

11808 Stuart Dobson 

11809 Mick Ely 

Club (place of flight) Date 

Mendip 

SGU 

31.7.2007 

30.8.2007 

Chilterns (Honinglon) 8.8.2007 

Bristol & Glos 30.7.2007 

Gliding Centre 8.8.2007 

Yorkshire 

Bristol & Glos 

Nene Valley 

Bristol & Glos 

York 

Shenmglon 

London 

Soulhdown 

Welds 

Gliding Centre 

SGU 

Kent (Bicesler) 

Lash am 

Cotswold 

Kent (Lasham) 

Lash am 

8.8.2007 

8.8.2007 

11.8.2007 

31.7.2007 

9.8.2007 

8.8.2007 

29.7.2007 

8.8.2007 

9.8.2007 

8.8.2007 

10 9 2007 

9.8.2007 

7.4.2007 

18.9.2007 

8.8.2007 

31.7.2007 

Dumfries (Porlmoak) 26.9.2007 

Mendip (Aboyne) 31.7.2007 

SGU 10.9.2007 

York 9.8.2007 

Gliding Ctre (Aboyne) 31.7.2007 

East Sussex 

Southdown 

Gliding Centre 

Cairngorm (Minden) 

8.8.2007 

4.8.2007 

8.8.2007 

9.8.2007 

Shalbourne 8.8.2007 

Oxford 11.8.2007 

Trent Valley (Yorkshire) 9.8.2007 

Booker (Aboyne) 5.10.2007 

Trent Valley 

Kent (Aboyne) 

Lasham 

Gliding Centre 

SGU 

SGU 

DSGC (Portmoak) 

Deeside 

SGU 

Mend1p (Aboyne) 

SGU 

York 

8.7.2007 

8.8.2007 

30.7.2007 

9.8.2007 

30.7.2007 

14.9.2007 

30.8.2007 

4.8.2007 

10.9.2007 

1.9.2007 

10.9.2007 

16.9..2007 

Gliding Cl re (Aboyne) 5.10.2007 

Cairngorm 

Lasham (Aboyne) 

6.10.2007 

11.10.2007 

Lasham (Omararna) 11.12.2006 

Lasham (Aboyne) 7.10.2007 

Lasham (Aboyne) 17.10.2007 

Booker (Aboyne) 11.10.2007 

Bowland (Feshie) 5.10.2007 

Lasham (Aboyne) 11.10.2007 

Booker (Aboyne) 5.10.2007 

PNGC (Aboyne) 16.10.2007 

Kent (Aboyne) 11.10.2007 

SGU 14.9.2007 

Kestrel (Aboyne) 17.10.2007 

Booker (Aboyne) 11.10.2007 

Dartmoor 24.10.2007 

Lasham (Aboyne) 16.10.2007 

Lasham 7.10.2007 

PSGC (Aboyne) 11.10.2007 

Vale cl While Horse 9.8.2007 

London 30.7.2007 

Bristol & Glos 6 8.2007 

Oxiord 11.8.2007 

Derby & Lanes 9.8.2007 

Glidmg Centre 9.8.2007 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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No. Pilot Club (place of flight) Date 

11810 

1181 t 

118t2 

tt813 

118t4 

t t815 

1t 816 

tt817 

t18t8 

tt819 

tt820 

t t821 

11822 

11823 

11824 

tt825 

t1826 

11827 

11828 

11829 

t1830 

11831 

11832 

11833 

11834 

t1835 

11836 

11837 

t 1838 

1t839 

lt840 

t184t 

t1842 

11843 

t1844 

11845 

11846 

Sally Hill 

Martin Boulton 

Ryan Berry 

George McKay 

London 

Wolds 

London 

SGU 

Alaslair Bridges Gliding Centre 

Richard Lancaster London 

Daniel Chilcot London 

Matthew Davis Bristol & Glos 

Emily Todd 

John Harter 

Mike Hasluck 

Colin Field 

Simon Bawden 

Jonathan Coote 

Jonathan Gtll 

Richard Logan 

Nick White 

Alex Rowlands 

tan Kennedy 

John Walker 

Jackie Sparrow 

Nicholas Tarbox 

Ken Woods 

Michael Procter 

Alastair Mulch 

Backer 

Bowland Forest 

South down 

Bath & Wilts 

Bristol & Glos 

Bristol & Glos 

Stallordshire 

Ulster 

Peterboro & Spalding 

Needwood Forest 

Stratford on Avon 

Welds 

Cambridge 

Aquila 

London 

Welds 

SGU 

Kenneth Aobertson SGU 

Neale Hays Cambridge 

Julia Oawson Bristol & Gtos 

Emil ie House Cambridge 

Philip Zelazoloski Shenington 

Peter Buchlovsky Cambridge 

Daryl O'Fianagan Southdown 

Michael Sheehan Buckminster 

Victor Leitch SGU 

Christopher Ward Cambridge 

Cllve Bruce Southdown 

Daniel Carter 

11847 Mark Boyle 

Wyvern 

Deeside 

Nortolk 

SGU 

London 

Book er 

Deeside 

Darlton 

Booker 

t 1848 James Francis 

11849 James Mattocks 

11850 Stelan Astley 

11851 Steven Brown 

11852 James Addison 

11853 John Harrison 

11854 Louis Ouartly 

t 1855 

1t856 

11857 

11858 

David Jesty Dartmoor 

Peter Sharphouse SGU 

Philip Scott Cambridge 

Kudzanai Chikohora Welds 

t1859 Gary Carr 

11860 Phil Gumming 

11861 Neil Harrison 

Gliding Centre 

Booker 

Gliding Centre 

UK CROSs-COUNTRY DIPLOMA 

1055 

1056 

1057 

1058 

1059 

1060 

106 t 

1062 

t063 

1064 

1065 

t0€6 

t067 

1068 

1069 

1070 

1071 

Peter Bell ham Buckminster 

Andrew Whiteman Mendip 

Keith Morgan SGU 

Sally Hill London 

Martin Boulton Welds 

John Harter 

Simon Urry 

Stuarl Black 

Chris. Shepperd 

Julia Dawson 

Stelan Zatorski 

Paul McAuley 

John Kelk 

John Kelk 

Oliver Barter 

James Francis 

Neil Harrison 

Bowland Forest 

Nortolk 

Buckminster 

Nene Valley 

Bristol & Glos 

Burn 
Stratlord 

Essex & Suffolk 

Essex & Suffolk 

East Sussex 

Nortolk 

Gliding Cenlre 

AEROBATIC BADGES 

S!d Kwn Mallhew Plumridge Lasham 

Std Kwn Annabel Marriott Lasham 

February - March 2008 

31 .7.2007 

2.8.2007 

15.9.2007 

30.7.2007 

6.8 .2007 

3.8.2007 

30.7.2007 

30.7.2007 

4.9.2007 

31 .7.2007 

29 .5.2007 

30.7.2007 

11 .7.2007 

31.7.2007 

9.8.2007 

19.8.2007 

8.7.2007 

9.8.2007 

3.9.2007 

8.8.2007 

11.8.2007 

11.8.2007 

3.6.2007 

9.8.2007 

I 0.9.2007 

14.9.2007 

12.9.2007 

8.8.2007 

12.9.2007 

15.9.2007 

11 .9.2007 

9.9.2007 

11 .9.2007 

1.9.2007 

3.9.2007 

9.8.2007 

31.7.2007 

4.9.2007 

27.8.2007 

17.10.2007 

4.9 .2007 

11.10.2007 

28. 10.2007 

8.8.2007 

t1 .10.2007 

24.10.2007 

6.11 .2007 

9.8.2007 

31.7.2007 

18.9.2007 

31 .7.2007 

8.7.2007 

31.7.2007 

31 .7.2007 

15.5.2007 

24.7.2007 

2.8,2007 

31.7.2007 

31 .7.2007 

10.8.2007 

11 .8.2007 

8.8.2004 

11 .8.2007 

4.9.2007 

1.8.2007 

8.8 .2007 

8.7.2007 

27.8.2007 

20.5.2007 

25.11 .2007 

20.10.2007 

Accident/incident summaries by Douglas Every 

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION DATE PILOT(S) 

Rei Type Damage Time Place Age Injury P1 Hours 

125 ASK13 Substantial 09-Sep-07 Incident Apt 

The K-13 had landed near to the winch cables on the ground. An aerotow was preparing to launch so the launch point controller, 

believing the cables were clear of the K-13, asked the winch driver to draw them in in preparation tor the aerotow. The cables 

were drawn in rapidly and struck the K-13, breaking the canopy and narrowly avoiding injury to the three people standing near 

the glider. 

126 Jantar 1 15-Sep-07 Incident Apt None 

The Jantar pilot had completed his WULF checks and had commenced a leflhand circuit tor runway 25. He was a lillle high and 

used the airbrakes to reduce height on the down wind leg. When the pilot turned onto the base leg he saw a Lunak coming 

directly towards him. The Jantar pilot assumed, wrongly as it turned out, that the Lunak pilot had seen him. He lherelore made a 

linal turn to line up with the teflhand grass runway and made his approach . At this point the Lunak, which was directly overhead , 

made a climbing turn to line up with the adjacent concrete runway, narrowly avoiding a collision with the Jantar. 

(BGA year starts on October 1) 

1 ASW15B Minor 01-0ct-07 Incident Apt None 

The pilot neglected to lower the undercarriage for landing and caused some damage to the gel coat and libreglass on the glider's 

luselage. 

SZD Junior None 04-0ct-07 Incident Apt None 

The pilot was wearing a fleece jacket, which may have caught under the edge ol the canopy when it was shut. At about the three

quarter point ol the launch the canopy started to fly open but the pilot managed to catch the canopy lock lever and restrain it lrom 

any further movement. After some fruitless allempts to secure the canopy properly whilst in !light, the pilot managed to land the 

glider safely without any damage to the glider or injury to himsell. 

3 Ka 7 Minor 11-0ct-07 Incident Apt None 

None 

On turning finals P1 heard a loud crack as the right hand rudder was depressed. The landing proceeded uneventfully. AHer land

ing it was determined that both the brackets securing the rudder lootplate had broken and that the rudder pedal was detached. 

4 SZD 

Puchacz 

3906 None 02-Nov-07 

16:00 

Nr Kirton

in-Lindsey 

72 

47 

None 

None 

P2, a basic instructor, was undergoing an annual aerotow check flight and had just linished boxing the tow. P2 had cracked the 

airbrakes to help keep position behind the tug and was trying to lock them in the closed position when it became apparent that 

the glider was descending rapidly through the wake of the tug. Looking along the wings, P1 established that the brakes were fully 

extended and were not responding to the air brake lever. He took control and released lrom the tow breaking back towards the 

airtield, which they had no hope ol reaching. Trying the air brake lever again it became apparent that it had become completely 

detached. A sui table lield was selected lor outlanding and a smooth landing was accomplished. 

09-0ct-07 

10:00 

Kingslield airtield 

The winch cable retrieve driver had attached the cable to the tractor and stowed the parachute in its stowage bin . Instead of mov

ing out to one side and climbing onto the tractor he stood on top of the cable - an action that the local brief, which he had 

received, specilically points out not to do and to treat the cables as live at all times. In the winch was a trainee winch driver being 

shadowed by an instructor. After the cable was attached to the tractor. the winch driver's next action was to release the drum 

brake, as the winch has a fluid lly wheel clutch the small amount ol residual torque would normally take up the slack in a con

trolled slow manner. However the winch clutch was still engaged and only being held back by the brake. When the brake was 

released the cable tightened very quickly and threw the retrieve driver into the air. causing him to land on his head. After a visit to 

the local medical centre he was taken into hospital tor more tests and overnight observation. 

Ventus 2CT 4505 Minor 31-Aug-07 Aston Down None 

The pilot reported finding a bent flap control rod, the damage being consistent with a heavy landing or a lumpy ground run at 

some unspecified time. 

7 K 8B 2434 Substantial 03-Nov-07 Brentor airlield None 

17:00 

Flying had linished tor the day and the gliders had been packed away. A club member was parking the quad bike in the hanger 

and, as he was slowly manoeuvering into the parking place, he accidentally opened the throttle. The bike leapt forward into the 

starboard wing trailing edge ol a K8. causing considerable damage to the wing. it also pushed the K8 nose into the fuselage of a 

K13, causing minor damage to lhe K13. 

8 SZD Junior 4594 Substantial 21-0ct-07 Upavon 46 None 29 

14:30 

The duty pilot had briefed the early solo pilot , who had completed three competent flights that day, to land at the lar end ol the 

ai rtield because ol an impending change of ends. The solo pilot in the Junior was preceded on the winch launch by a K21, which 

subsequently set up a circuit to land in the opposite direction to take oil at the far end ol the field. However, the Junior pilot made 

his approach in the same direction as take olf, with a developing tailwind, but also at the lar end ol the lield. In consequence the 

two gliders were approaching each other from opposite directions during their landing approach. The K21 landed safely into wind. 

The pilot of the Junior had to take avoiding action to avoid a collision and in doing so found himself on a downward slope with a 

tailwind. With full airbrake and wheel brake applied the pilot was unable to stop the glider colliding with a three-strand barbed wire 

fence. causing substantial damage lo the glider. 
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~ Accident/incident 
. 

sum m a rl e s continued from overleaf 

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION 

Rei Type Damage 

9 ASK13 1508 Write off 

DATE 

Time 

24-Nov-07 

14:35 

PILOT(S) 

Place Age Injury 

Sandhill Farm airtield Minor 

Serious 

P1 Hours 

The glider undershot into the airfield boundary, causing minor injury to P1 and serious Injury to P2 requiring air ambulance evac

uation. The glider was destroyed aparllrom lhe tailplane. 

10 Pilatus 84 Minor 11-Nov-07 Incident Apt None 

On returning from a wave flight of 33 minutes. the glider flew a normal circuit landing on the tarmac runway but wilh the main 

wheel up. The aircraft touched down on the release hook and tail wheel. causing the release hook cage to be worn away by the 

tarmac. 

11 Astir CS77 2555 Minor 03-Dec-07 Sutlon Bank 51 None 102 

12:53 

The pilot elected to fly an approach lo land to the north. which was at variance with the briefed approach and landing area for 

the day's wind conditions. The approach flown was well out of wind at 90'' to the runway In use, and the resultant drift was 

towards the clubhouse. The glider ballooned slightly during the round out. but a normal touchdown was achieved about 60 

metres from the winch track. which was crossed at 15-20kls at a point where the track edges stand proud by 16-24cm about 40 

metres from the clubhouse. On impact with the furthest (northerly) edge of the track, the undercarriage collapsed and the glider 

slid on its belly for a further 10-15 metres before coming to halt adjacent to the club viewing area. The glider's undercarriage 

struts and fuselage frame were fractured. 

12 Alliance 34 4531 Substantial 11-Nov-07 Milfield 16 None 1.75 

14:15 

The pilot had completed his downwind checks and turned onto final descent when he noticed two gliders were partially blocking 

the left hand side of the landing area. The pilot adopted a course lhal would lake him towards the right hand side of the airtield 

into a position slight right of the central windsock. The final approach was normal in all respects. A few seconds before touch 

down the pilot noticed the tug aircraft in position ready for lake off. Not wishing to cause unnecessary delay to flying operations. 

he steered a left hand course to carry the glider clear of the launch site. After touchdown. the pilot turned left but made a critical 

error ol judgment with the consequence that the glider impacted the windsock mounting post and then ground looped 180,. The 

glider sustained substantial to the port wing . 

13 ASK21 3679 Minor 03-Dec-07 

16:00 

Bicester 24 

53 

None 

None 

The weak link broke dunng a winch launch, impacted the glider and caused some minor surtace damage. 
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GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 
INSURANCE? 

Contact: 
Tony Fidler 

Gl'ider pilot for 35+ years 
40+ years insurance 

experience 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 
Spalding, Lines PE12 908 

Tel: 01406 362462 
Fax: 01406 362124 

E-mail: robin_fidler@yahoo.co.uk 

Authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Services Authority 

Viny!GI!rte.co.uk 
A final glide finish for the registration marks your glider. 

VinyiGiide computer cui gloss self-adhesive vinyl letlering 
- we have worked it all out for you lo comply with 
EASAICAA regulations and it comes w1th illustrated appli
cation instructions. ready for you to apply. from £60.00 + 
VAT. Choose your colour and size and order online. 

VinyiGiide from WESSEX PAINT CENTRE. suppliers of high quality cut 
and pnnled V1nyl !or vehicles. stgns and banners 

Go to ~~-llQ!1.&lhl!.!! !or lull details, links to regula
lions and to order or phone 07976 247505 

Classifieds 
Please send the text of your classified advert to 
Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not to the editor) 
- debbie@gliding.co.uk. Call 0116 253 1051 
if you have any queries about classified adverts . 

Please remember that. if you are em ailing text. 
your advert may not appear unless we have 
received payment by post or credit card by 
the deadline. The deadline for classifieds 
to be included in the April - May 2008 issue of 
Sailplane & Gliding is March 3, 2008 after which 
any adverts received will be 
published in the following issue. 

Text: SOp/word , minimum twenty words (£16). 
Black and white photographs: £6 extra 
Box number: £3 extra. All prices include VAT 

FOR SALE 

DG600 ColA to April 2008. 148 launches, 329 
hours. 15,17 and 18 metre winglel lips. Full 
panel including LX5000 and Seeker radio. 
Oxygen. Parachute, one man rig and low out 
aids. Cobra lrailer. Tel : 01584 856648 

Super Ximango Motor Glider 1999, 550 hrs 
only, excellent condition . Side-by-side lwo 
seat motorglider. Cruises 90-110 kts, 6Y2 
hours range , 31 :1 glide. Hangared 
Blackpool Airport. 14 Share £12,000. 
NPPL instruction included. Contact Pete 
Desmond at Desmond.p@blueyonder.co.uk or 
07702846123. 

LS6WL 18 built 1996, 480 starts, 1115 h., 
always in trailer/garage, kompl. Instruments + 
LX5000, Seeker AR4201, FLARM, ballast 
lanks, 2 x clutches, Cobra trailer built 1998, + 
extras, £65,000 +49 (0)2234 13514, email: 
ralfwagnerppr@ freenet.de 

ASW28-18 Excellenl condition, 2003, 412 
Hours 118 Launches. 18m and 15m tips. Full 
panel including Cambridge 302. Cobra trailer. 
EASA ColA. £50,950 Contact Bob Thirkell 
Phone: 01962 733435 Email : 
bt4161 @hotmail.com 

Garmin GPS Pilot Ill £100 and EW Avionics 
Flight Recorder Model D £100. Contact 07799 
436113 

ASW 28-18E. Cobra trailer. Full instrumenta
tion. 18/15m tips. Factory filled extras include 
supplementary fuel tanks and acrylic finish . 
Low hours. All new 2004. £72,000 or syndi
cale at Lasham. 07831 587594. Email: 
jetfr. warren@ yahoo.co.uk 

EASA COMPLIANT REGISTRATION 
LETTEJLC; & STAINLESS STEEL 

REGISTRATION PLATES 
High quality self-adhesive gloss Vinyl registration letters 

and identification plates. Spray masks also available. 

Computer cut to order. Wide choice of colours in stock. 
Fast despatch to comply \'lith EASA regulations 

"Supply only" E60.00 plus P & P and VAT 
(complete set of letters/masks) 

Spray or vinyl application service also available 

Order now by ringing 01488 71774 or 
email: otljce@soulhernsailplanes.lreeserve.co.uk 

(Debit I Credit cards accepted) 

SOUTHERN SAILPLANES 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:Viny!GHrte.co.uk
mailto:oHice@Southernsailplanes.lreeserve_co.uk
mailto:warren@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:bt4161@hotmail.com
http:blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:debbie@gliding.co.uk.CaIl0116253


NOMINATIONS SOUGHT -
BGA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

The BGA is governed by an Executive Committee of volunteer directors working on behalf of- and nominated and elected by 
-its member clubs. 

The Executive Committee member role focuses on strategic decision making in the interests of BGA clubs and of glider pilots, 
and on ensuring the good governance of the Association. Formal business is conducted on a monthly basis - a commitment of 
approximately five midweek evening meetings and a further six or seven evening conference calls per year. 

The BGA is as usual inviting member clubs to nominate for election self-motivated, high-calibre individuals with relevant skills and 
experience. The deadline for nominations to be received by the BGA is 8th February prior to the AGM on March 8. 

To {lnd out more about the BGA, visit www.gliding.co.uklbgainfo/aboutthebga.htm 
If you'd like your club to consider nominating you, please talk to your club chairman. 

LS8-18 Complete Outfit for Sale incl Cobra 
Trailer, Full Competition Panel, Parachute and 
Wing Covers. New EASA C of A. 
Manulacturered 1998. 1271 hours. No 
Accidents. Panel incl. 302, lpaq, Winpilot , ATR 
600 Radio and RC Alien A/H. £44,500. Call 
Nick Hoare 07867527348 or Graham Smith 
07748700766. email: nick
hoare@ntlworld.com 

LSS-18 Alandi Darlington designed 15M high 
pertormance winglets. Cobra trailer with 
hydraulic ramp. Completely stripped and re lin
ished with schwabballack in 2005. Borgelt 8500 
variometer system. Volkslogger. RC-AIIen NH. 
Becker radio with panel mounted microphone. 
Fitted iPaq 39xx/5xxx mount and cradle. 
Tailwheel. Wing, tailplane and canopy covers. 
Tow-out gear. No crashes and only raced slow
ly. £46,000. Email : philip.jelfery@homecall.co.CJk 
or 01279 850713. 

Crystal clear ..... 
Th is beautiful tapered corner crysta l block measures 
80 x 50 x 50 mm and encloses a full 30 image of 
one of the most beautiful sa ilplanes ever designed. 

A perfect replica, whether viewed from above, 
below or behind, it's a miniature to treasure. 

The block is made from K9 optical Lead Crystal, 
and is specifically des igneu to reflect the 
minute detail offered by modern laser engraving 

technology. 

An ideal gift for Chrlstnl<JS, to mark a specia l occasion or just 
to buy for your own enjoyment, it is av<Ji lab le as ASW28 (as 
illustrated), ASW22, Nimbus 3DT or Pegase. 

Supp lied in a silk lined presentation box, this unusual precision 
made block can be used <JS J simple paper
weight or a delightful display piece. 

This superb gift can be found in the BGA 
online shop at www.gliding.eo.uk/shop 

ACCOMMODATION 

LS6-C 17.6m G-DHEZ available Spring 2008 
with new C of A. 1992, only 1200 hours and 
370 launches, excellent condition . Full panel 
including Cambridge 302,303, A/H, T/S, 
Becker radio, and Bohli. Based Lasham, with 
Cobra trailer, tow out gear, and wing covers. 
£38,000 ono. For more details contact John 
Taylor (01962 862890) or John Cruttenden 
(02380 254930, email: der.baron@virgin.net 

Ventus b/16.6 G-DEPX. Dunstable based, 
excellent condition , winglets, parachute, metal 
trailer. Panel includes LNAV, GPS, logger, flap 
indicator, T/S, NH. EASA registered with 
ColA. £19995. Contact Vie Blaxill 01525 
402565 or Peter Harrison 01582 840689 

Cambridge data logger and integrated GPS 
display unit. £800 contact Mike on 07974-
106190 

1/5th share in Slingsby Falke Motor glider, 
based South Northants. Refurbished wings. 
Stainless Steel exhaust. Good availability. Own 
T-hanger. £2500 ono. email: gstid
dig@ talktalk.net 

FLORIDA. Fully aircon holiday home, pool , 4 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. Convenient for 
Seminole Lake Gliderport and other Florida 
flying and holiday attractions. Full details from 
Shane Guy. Tel : 01223 236618 Email : 
shane.guy@ btinternet.com 

REGISTRATION MARKINGS 
Make sure you comply with 

EASA I CAA Regulations. 

Easy to apply vinyl lettering 
for your glider. 

We can also supply a 'stencil' 
so you can accurately paint the 

lettering if you prefer. 

Contact Signpost Express on 
01983 821778 for details 

or visit our website at 
www.glider-vinyl-signs.co.uk 

(boat graphics at www.boatnames.co.uk) 

February - March 2008 

FOR SALE
PUCHACZ SZD-50·3 

This professionally maintained and low hours Puchacz (G-CHSC) 

is offered for sale and includes; 

* Cobra Trailer * 720 Ch Radio * Borgelt & Sage Varios 

* Panel mounted Garmin GPS * Parachutes 

* EASA C of A (in progress) 

Offers around £25,000 

For further details or viewing, contact Pete Stratten on 07749 908444 or 

email pete@gliding.co.uk 
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Soar the New Zealand Alps 

Gavin Wills 
Mountain Soaring School 

66 

Season: October to March 

Personalised soaring adventures 
and courses 

Enjoy the most spectacular soaring 
on earth! 

All information and contacts: 
www.glideomarama.com 

Climate and Dusty Free Covers 

from 

>! ••• 
R.ll 

Sweden 
www.emfo.se emfo@telia.com 

For More Information Contact Lars-Erik Blom 
EMFO AB Sweden 
Fax 46 504 15161 

S&G, Index to Volume 58 
Please note that owing to exceptional 

circumstances this index, which would normally 
have been included in the February-March issue, 

will now be distributed with the Aprii-May 2008 
issue instead. We apologise for any inconvenience 

caused. 

Lake Keepit Soaring Club 
Visiting Australia? 

X/C site - friendly club 
Good glider availability 

Web info: www.keepitsoaring.com 
E-mail: enquirie.s@keepitsoaring.c_om 

MASON RESTORATION 

~ 
Glider and Motorglidcr 

CofA Inspections 
Weight and Balance 

Repairs and Refinishing on 
Wood and Glassf ibre 

27 Kellett Gate, Low Fulney, 
Spalding, Lines PE12 6EH 

Phone: Dave Mason 01775 723737 
Email: silent.fligbt virgin.net 
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Safety and Survival 
MH Oxygen EDS 2-person system 
with CFF480 lightweight cylinder 

Was £899 Now £840 Save £59 ) 

MH Oxygen single person Constant Flow 
system with AL248 cylinder 

Was £325 Now £295 Save £30 
Schroth Harness 
(Std Cirrus- call for other types) 

Was £250 Now £225 Save £15 

Horizon/ 
EFIS instruments 

Dynon 01 OA EFIS 
Was £1,575 Now £1,475 Save £100 

RC Alien 26AK-3 Horizon 
Was£1,399 Now £1,175 Save £224 

Falcon Gauge GH025 Horizon 
Was £899 Now £750 Save £149 

All PIIKIS lfKWD£ VAT 

) 

) 

) 

) 

Now £199 Save £30.95 ] 

Garmin 96C 
(Was £285 Now £250 Save £35 J 
Garmin 196 
(was£399.50 Now £350 Save £49.50 ) 

Garmin 296 
(Was £722.95 Now £650 Save £72.95 ) 

Garmin 496 
(Was £1,116.95 Now £999 Save £117.95 ) 

Tranceivers 
Xcom 760 
(Was£899 Now £825 Save £7 4 ) 

Xcom 760 reeeater 
(was £250 Now £225 Save £25 

Filser ATRSOO 
(was £739 Now £695 Save £44 ) 
Becker AR4201 
(Was £999 Now £939 Save £60 ) 

Tost weak links (pack of 10 - please 
quote colour) 

(Was £29.50 Now £22.50 Save £7 

Tapes & Polishes 
PVC tape 19mm wide (pack or 6 x 38m rolls) 

(Was £9.99 Now £6.50 Save £3.4 J 

PVC tape 25mm wide (pack of 6 x 38m rolls) 

(was £16.50 Now £10 Save £6.50 

PVC tape 38mm wide (pack of 4 x 38m rolls) 

(Was £13 Now £9 Save £4 J 
Carlack/Polylack 

[was £1 9.95 Now £16.95 Save £l ~ 

Plexus perspex cleaner 13oz spray can 

(Was £9.99 Now £8.50 Save £1.49 

Glider Pilot's log book (hard back) 
(Was £7.99 Now £5 Save £2.99 J 

telephone orders and enquiries call 0 1865 841441 




