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The 'LYNX" Aviation Battery 

Finally, the battery we have all been waiting for. 
All the power you will need in a little black box, 
with less weight and more reliability, but above all 
no design changes to your aircraft. 

The "LYNX" rechargeable Nickel Metal Hydride battery 
has been specially developed to cope with 
the increased power demands placed on todays 
well equipped aircraft, be they gl ider or power. 

Making light work of supplying power to S Mode 
Transponders, Turn and Slip Indicators , Artificial 
Horizons, FLARM, GPS, Glide Computers, 
Radios, PDA's and Flight Recorders. 

Utilizing the same dimensions as the 7 Ah lead 
gel acid (LGA) battery, the "LYNX' can 
outperform its lead gel partner in both weight, 
power, reliability- and above all else safety. 

Lead gel acid batteries will deteriorate in a 
very short time culminating in both the voltage 
and current being reduced considerably. 

Delivering more than double the power 
throughout the temperature spectrum when 
compared to the lead gel acid battery, this unit 
will perform with reliability every time. 

Product Features 

• Lighter than LGA Battery 

• High safety factors built-in 

• Robust construction 

• High reliability 

• Short proof 

• More power compared to LGA 

• Longer lasting than an LGA 

• Press to test voltage indicator 

• Same footprint as 7 Ah LGA 

• Built to ISO 900112000 standards 

• Automatic built-in reset fuse 

• Cost effective and value for money 

Technical Specifications 

Capacity: 
Output: 
Charge time: 
Charge Method: 
Safety: 
Fuse: 
Cable material: 
Working temp: 
Colour: 
Dimensions: 
Weight: 

IOAh@ 5 Amps 
4 Pin XLR 6Amp rated 
8 Hours 
dt/DT + -Ve delta v 
10 Hour timer. 

Automatic reset 
SUS flexible +PVC jacket 
-20C >+ 60C 
Black. 
65mm x 95mm x 150mm 
1. 9Kg 

Battery voltage indicator 

For further information: 

Tel: 

Fax 

+44(0) 1865 383426 

+44(0) 1865 383239 
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Phi/ King describes his flight from Cumbria to Devon, 
initially intended to end at Stratford on Avon, as his 
biggest overshoot ... or line shoot. The accompanying 
photos were taken at the Long Mynd in February 
2008. See p30 for the story (Alto- 07831 661757) 

22 

26 

38 

Gathering of the clubs 

Alison Randle reports on the 
BGA's Governance Conference. 
Held at the BGA Weekend, this 
brought together the ;:mnual 
chairmen's conference with 
events for other club officials 

Mode S developments 

The BGA gives its view of the new 
Mode S proposals currently out 
for consultation - whil e, over 
the page, S&C's Helen Evans 
interviews the CAA about them 

From Carlisle to Plymouth 

Try a downwind dash then enjoy 
watching the countryside roll by, 
urges Phil King in this account 
of a 600km flown from Cumbria 
to Devon in his LS8- 18 

Converting from flatlands 

Australian soaring pilot Jenny 
Thomson travelled across the 
Tasman Sea to do a mountain 
soaring course in New Zealand 

A fistful of Diamonds 

John Richardson describes 
a memorable wave day for one 
club's pilots while Brian Brown 
tells the story of his first Diamond 
height 
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~News 
NATIONAL Air Traffic Services (NATS) have 
commenced the formal consultation on proposed 

changes to airspace over parts of London, southern 

and eastern England. This airspace is called 'Terminal 

Control North' (TCN) and is amongst the most com

plex airspace in the world. You are invited to visit 

www.nats.co.uk/TCNconsultation where detailed 

information on the proposals is available. along with a 
full copy of the consultation document, the DVD con

tent and an online questionnaire for 

submitting feedback. The consultation began on 

February 21 and closes on May 22. The BGA's 

airspace team have had informal meetings with NATS 

over the last two years to highlight concerns and put 

forward our over this proposal, and gliding clubs in the 

proposed areas of change have been kept informed. 

PLEASE would all pilots note that areas of temporary 

restricted airspace, RA(T)s, are established around 

the UK from time to time to accommodate special 

events, fast jet displays, military testing programmes, 

etc. As we near the start of the spring, the number of 

RA(T)s will< increase and it is critically important that 
these are respected. As in 2007, the BGA will provide 

a summary of promulgated RA(T)s on the website at 

httpsl/www.gliding.co.uklbgainfolairspace/rats.php 

The BGA will try to keep this summary up to date; 

however, remember that the only definitive listing is 

on the AIS web site at www.ais.org.uk 

THE latest report of the UK Airprox Board (UKAB) 

has been published. 11 covers 75 incidents reported 

by pilots and air traffic controllers between January 

and June 2007 subject to full investigation. See 
www. airproxboard. or g. uk/docs/423/ukabbook 1B.pdf 
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JUDI Jones has been appointed as glider represen

tative on the committee of the British Aerobatic 

Association. Charles Baker has also been appointed 

to that committee with responsibility for 

co-ordination of glider judging. Both are members at 

Lasham. The 2009 World Aerobatic Championships 

(not the gliding contest) have been awarded to the UK 

for the first time since 1986. The contest will take 

place over ten days in August 2009 at Silverstone. 

The official website will be www.wac2009.com 

IT can be easy to waste time on a work or leisure visit 

to another country by finding you don't have the right 

paperwork to fly a glider. Paul Jessop flies with 

Wind rushers GC at Bicester and with the Mid-Atlantic 

Soaring Association in the Washington DC area. He 

has produced a guide to soaring in the US that will be 

of interest to UK glider pilots wanting to get airborne 

there. Covering what to expect at US airfields and 
how to acquire the right licences, it can be down

loaded from Pilot Licensing on the BGA website at 

www.gliding.co.uklbgainfo/nppl!downloads.htm 

THE 2008 edition of the CAA LASORS (Licensing, 

Administration, and Standardisation; Operating 

Requirements and Safety) is now available. 11 brings 

together all flight crew licensing information otherwise 

found in JAR-FCL, the UK ANO, AICs and the old 

CAPs 53/54 and can be bought from the Stationery 

Office (www.tsoshop.co.uk) price £14.99. Individual 
LASORS sections can also be viewed at 

www.caa.co.uk!LASORS 

FAI's Lilienthal 
Medal goes to 
Derek Piggott 

Oerek Piggott, pictured above at Lasham last 

year. was awarded the FAI's Lilienthal Medal at 

the recent /GC meeting in Switzerland. 1t is made 

to reward a particularly remarkable performance 

in gliding, or eminent services to the sport of glid

ing over a long period of time. Derek becomes 

only the sixth British recipient of the award, which 

was established in 1938. Other Britons to receive 

it were Philip Wills, Anne Burns, Ann Welch, /an 

Strachan and George Lee. One part of Derek's 

contribution over many years has, of course, been 

the excellent articles he has written for Sailplane 

& Gliding - thank you, Derek, and congratulations 

New lottery will 
help UK gliding 

THE British Gliding Association has 
announced that it will be amongst the 
beneficiaries of Bingolotto- a new TV 

game which will raise money for sport and 
the voluntary sector. 

Bingolotto will be a weekly game broad
cast on digita l TV channels Virgin1 and 
Cha llenge. Tickets will be on sale from 
outlets around the country and w ill allow 
viewers to take part in the Bingolotto game 
from the comfort of their own homes, with a 
one in 9 .5 chance of w inning. 

The Bingolotto game has run in Sweden 
since 1991 w here it has raised just under 
£1 bn for charities and sports organisations. 

At least 20 per cent from each ticket sold 
in the UK w ill be d istributed to sporting and 
recreation projects in the country. 

Profits from the show will be distributed to 
the govern ing and representative bodies of 
sport and recreation. The funding the BGA 
wi ll receive will be spent on new and 
enhanced programmes of act ivity at the 
grassroots level or on special projects, li ke 
infrastructure improvement and capacity 
bu ilding, for which funding is cu rrently 
unavailable. 

The game will also provide va luable 
profile to a wide range of sports and 
activities by featuring them on the weekl y 
show and on the Bingolotto website. The 
BGA will support the game by promoting it 
to our members; by providing examples and 
case studies of how the proceeds have been 
spent for the TV show; and by identifying 
current and future stars from gliding to 
appear on the show w hen required. 

The more tickets are sold each week, the 
more the BGA benefi ts. The game's motto is 
' Real people. Real w inners.' and it will offer 
life-enhancing, rather than li fe-cha nging 
pri zes to winners. 

The prizes in the game are varied and 
range from tickets for the following week's 
game, through to cars and holidays, to a 
maximum cash prize of £100,000. 

Bingolotto is regulated by the Gambling 
Commission. 

REGIONAL SAFETY OFFICERS 
The BGA is seeking an additional 5 volunteer Regional Safety OffiCers (RSO) to provide enhanced safety 
management support to dubs. The RSO role is key to ongoing BGA and individual member club safety man
agement and also provides a safety assurance function for the BGA as a whole. 

Prospective RSO should ideally have the capability and capacity to visit an allocation of between 5 and 6 
clubs on a rotational basis. They will also be invited to sit on the BGA Safety Committee, and help to estab
lish BGA Safety Management System policy and direction 

Applicants for this voluntary role should apply in the first instance to the Chairman BGA Safety Committee 
via the BGA Office. A short gliding CV outlining relevant experience should accompany the application, 
along with a suitable endorsement from either the applications dub CFI or current RSO. 

BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION 
KIMBERLEY HOUSE, VAUGHAN WAY, LEICESTER LE1 4SE 

Tel: 0116 2S310S1 Fax: 0116 2515939 Email: office@gliding.co.uk 
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National Aerospace Library opens its doors in Hampshire 

THE Royal Aeronautical Society's (RAeS) National 

Aerospace Library was officially opened in January 

by Mary Fagan, the Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire, 

in Farnborough's RAE 0134 building ('the hub') 

next to the 01211isled building that housed the low

speed wind tunnel. The library initially is open from 

Tuesday to Friday, 10am-4pm (01252 701038). 

The RAeS and Hampshire County Council provide 

librarians who will be on hand to help visitors. In the 

fullness of time it will house a huge and invaluable 

collection of books, papers, collections, photo

graphic archives, art and medals - all of which will 

record the UK's aviation history. For gliding, Wally 

Kahn's comprehensive library of books, papers and 

other ephemera will. in lime, be housed there. 

Wally Kahn (centre) and Peter Hearne (right) with 

Gerald Howarth MP at the launch (lan Strachan) 

Pilot's Licensing Sub-Group 

S INCE I las t reported on EASA's pilot 
li censing activity, writes Chris Cibson, 
the BGA has rev iewed and responded 

to a plethor of li censing framework 
and assoc iated Acceptable Means of 
Compliance (AMC) material (essentially 
sy llabus material ) in support of the 
preparation of the EASA Notice of Proposed 
Amendment (N PA) publi c consultation 
document. Our efforts have clea rl y had an 
impact in the development oi the licensing 
framework and negotiation of more 
favourable conditions for both new and 
estab lished sa ilplane pilots in the UK. By the 
time you read thi s, the draft NPA document 
shou ld have been publi shed for publi c 
consul ta tion . You wi ll in due course find J 

summary of the BGA position and advice on 
how to respond to an NPA on the website at 
www.gliding.co.uk. The BGA strongly 
recommends that all pilots respond 
appropri ately to this very importJnt EASA 
consu ltation. 

The detail ed tr-a nsition process, and 
maximisation of 'grand father ' rights, is st ill to 
be negoti ated and we continue to work w ith 
the CAA and EASA with the aim of ensuring 
that the process will be as smooth as 
possible with no loss of ex ist ing pri vileges. 

The changes to pilot licensing wi ll also 
affect the way in which we deliver our 
training. There is a requiremen t for us, as a 
national body, to show that we deliver a 
compliant and standardised training package 
as well as to ensure the qua lity of future 
glider pilots. 

We believe the UK is already well placed 
in this respect but club operations should be 
aware that there arc likely to be additional 
requirements on them in the delivery of 
training to student pilots. Th ~ BGA w ill 
prov ide supporl and advice in this r spect 
but clubs will need to assure themselves that 
they are preparing for, and capable of 
providing, a satisfac tory se rvi ce to the ir \. . 
members in this respect. ~ 

Nationals, regionals and other useful dates 
BGA-rated and International Competitions Dunstable Regionals Duns table 1618-2418108 

Eastern Regionals Tibenham 2415-116108 Lasham Regionals Lasham 1618-2418108 

Overseas Championship Ocana 2615-616108 Club Class Nationals Aston Down 1618-2418108 

Bidford Regionals Bidford 21 16-2916108 Welds Two-Seater Comp Pocklington 1718·24/8108 

Enterprise (nor BGA rttted) North Hill 5/7-1317108 18-Metre Class Nationals Bioester 1718-2518/08 

Open Class Nationals Tibenham 5/7-13/7108 UK Mountain Soaring Aboyne 31 18-6/9108 

15-Metre Class Nationals Husbands Bosworth 517·13n/08 

Worlds (unflapped) Rieti 7/7-19nl08 Aerobatic events 

Booker Regionals Booker 19/7-27/7/08 Dan Smith (Sports Class) Dunstable 29-30/3108 

Northern Regionals Sutton Bank 19/7-27nt08 Beginners' Day Saltby 2415/08 

Bicester Aegionals Bicester 19/7-27/7/08 Comp Preparation (Sports) Saltby 9·11/6108 

Gransden Regionals Gransden Lodge 218-1 018108 Nationals (all classes) Sallby 12-15/6/08 

Inter-Services Regionals Honinglon 2/8-1018108 Saltby Open Saltby 5-719/08 

Standard Class Nationals Lasham 2/8-1018108 Gliders v Power Lash am 10·12110/08 

20m (two-seat) Nationals Lash am 2/8·1 018108 

Junior Nationals Nympsfield 2/8-10/8/08 Other events 
Worlds (flapped) Lusse 318-15/8/08 International Air Tattoo RAF Fairford 12·1317108 

Midlands Regionals Husbands Bosworth 16/8-24/8/08 Farnborough Airshow Farnborough 14·20/7/08 

April - May 2008 

THE CM has begun the next stage of consultation 

over its proposals to introduce Mode S and the BGA 

is again asking all glider pilots to read the CM's pro

posals and make their own views known. See the arti

cles in this S&G and visi t the BGA website at 

www.gliding.co.uklbgainfolairspacel modes2008.htm 

for more information and links to the CAA documents. 

FOLLOWING recent reminders about the life-saving 

properties of energy-absorbing cushions, the BGA 

Safety Committee recommends that these are 

secured in position with suitable ties or Velcro . Loose 

cushions can cause control restrictions, and, if not in 

position, can be both uncomfortable and ineffective. 

THE EASA glider transition process continues with 

600-plus applications received by lhe BGA to date. 

The Civil Aviation Authority process is, at the time of 

printing, still being held up by the EC administration 

process that will allow the UK to issue EASA 

Certificates of Airworthiness to transitioned gliders, 

but the Department for Transport has assured the 

BGA that this will not be a problem for much longer. 

The BGA urges all owners of EASA type-certified 

gliders to complete the transition without delay. 

although it is appreciated that there are cases where 

transition is not a straightforward exercise. 

THE CAA's General Aviation Safety Awards for 2007 

are to be postponed. Few suitable nominations have 

been received; those which have been will be 

considered with those received for 2008. The awards 

are presented in recognition of good airmanship 

or practical skills and abilities when faced with 

potentially serious incidents directly related to flying . 

FOLLOWING an initial evaluation of lhe responses 

from the public consultation , the CM has decided to 

delay proposed changes to Air Traffic Services 

Outside Controlled Airspace (ATSOCAS) . More 

details are at www.caa.co.uk/docsi331ATSIN0125.pdf 

Updates will be provided by the CAA in due course. 

WE are happy to correctly attribute the beautiful 

photograph of Bicester control tower, on p34 of the 

February-March S&G, to Stuart Poynton of 

Portsmouth Naval GC. 

STEVE Fossett, who has been missing for five 

months since his single-engined plane disappeared 

over the Nevada desert, has been declared legally 

dead by a court in Chicago. His wife had asked to 

have him declared dead so the process of executing 

his will could begin. The judge said the evidence 

Sieve Fossett was dead was "more than sufficient" . 

THE Edition 34 1 :500,000 VRF Chart for Southern 

England & Wales is due to be published on April 10 

and will be available via the usual stockists. The 

1 :250,000 Chart for West and South Wales will be 

updated on July 30, 2009; and the 1:250,000 Chart 

for England South will be updated on February 12, 

2009. For more details see www.caa.co.uk/charts 

THE winner of the BGA 1000 Club Lottery for 

January 2008 was H. Maddams (£23.00), with run

ners-up C. Garton and N.C. Morland (each £11.50). 

The February winner was R. Hanna (£25.25), with 

runners-up P. Wells and M. Doran (each £12.62). 
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Your letters 
Those unexpected days 
AS editor for our c lub m<Jg, Portmoak Press, 
I have been reminding people to get their 
annual check flights out of the way over the 
winter months- to be ready for those epic 
flights. To practise what I was preaching, 
I turned up on the only Friday I h<Jd off in 
February - the 8th - to "m<J ke a start" . The 
morning was very blustery and showery and 
by mid-morning, CFI Neil McAuley, Tony 
Brown and I had to put the K-21 back into 
the hangar as the gusts were getting to 40kts. 

By early afternoon, the wind had dropped 
so we started aga in and the three of us had 
the K-21 on lin and ready to go. Neil and 
I were ab le to complete about an hour 
of check flight stu ff and I regained my 
confidence in sideslipping. 

After landing, Tony sa id he just wanted to 
put in some Pl time ahead of his Bl course 
and would I mind coming along so that he 
could practise his patter for 20 minutes 
or so. Yes, why not. After the promised 
20 minutes (by the way, he was very good), 
we "arrived" in some weak wave over Loch 
Leven. As we ambled along chatti ng about 
various elements of instructing, we noticed 
that this smooth li ft was now registering 7kt 
and in next to no time we were at 1 O,OOOft. 
We hadn't planned for this and my thin
socked feet were getting cold, but the views 
and serenity more than compensated. 

So, back down again to sec if anyone else 
wanted to fl y - 50 minutes to 1 O,OOOft and 
back -great! Don't you just love those 
unexpected days, to remind you what this 
great sport is all about? 

And when we landed, the wave had 
moved aw<Jy so no one else could enjoy it! 
lan Easson, via email 

A Premier Cru? 
GOO D w ine takes many years to mature. 
Perhaps we have the makings of a vintage 
year at Rattlesden. For years we have had 
just one or two youth members and they 
have sometimes been a bit lonely amongst 
a sea of grey. 

There is now the dawning of a new era. 
Dawn Goldsmith is a "veteran" youth pilot. 
She went solo at 16, now 22 she shares a 
D G-1 00 w ith her dad and earned her water 
w ings last yea r spi<Jshing around at the 
Junior Nationals at libenham. Aidan Hughes 
has been flying regularly since h was 14. 
On his 16th birthday on Monday, February 
4, 2008, on w hat would normally be a 
non-flying day, m<my club members turned 
out to set up the site (]nd help him go solo 
in the K-2 1. 

These two young pi lots are now encourag
ing and mentoring not one or two but a 
marvellous Youth Cru of seven young pilots 
aged ·14 to 16. Four o f these are following 
in the Platypus trad ition (see lt seems like 
yesterday, February-M arch, pl 6) of a train 
journey (two trains fo r Alex) followed by 
human power. They cycle the last six miles 
from the ra ilway stati on to the airiield. 

This may not sound much if you drive, but 
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Aidan Hughes is one of a new vintage of pilots at Rattlesden. See A Premier Cru? on this page (Graham Drewery) 

you try cycling six miles in the dark in 
January after a long day on a cold 
windswept airfield. 

In the space of a short time Helen Page 
suddenly has a much larger responsibility as 
our Youth Protection Officer. 

With these C<Jdets putting in a lot of effort 
to get to the club the regular members hJve 
been energised into getting the maximum 
amount of fl ying for the cadets. The result is 
much more of J buu about the place. This 
has rubbed off on the rest of us in the Gr 'Y 
Plonk, who have also suddenly shown signs 
of a possible vintage status as four of the 
regular Wednesday crowd have gone solo in 
the last few months w ith more to come. 

The February-March S&C contained 
detail s of grants <md bursaries available to 
young pilots (Opportunities in aviation, p26). 
These are indeed well worth applying for as 
four of our cadets have applied for bursaries 
to the Caroli ne Trust and have <111 received 
awards. 

We do provide a very good dea l to the 
youth pilots as we give them free member
ship and they fl y off the winch for half the 
normal £7.00. We do, however, charge fu ll 
price for aerotows and this is where the 
bursa ries come in especially handy. We are a 
flat site and all of this activity has occurred 
in the winter, so aerotows are necessary to 
do the upper air exercises. A big thank you 
to the Caroline Trust and other organisa ti ons 
that provide encouragement to young pilots. 

Dawn and Aidan are leading the way and 
we are looking forward to our Youth Cru 
maturing into a fine vintage of Rattlesden
trained pilots pull ing above the weight of 
such a small club in future Junior and Senior 
Nationals. Get the cellar ready and put the 
Champagne on ice. 
Pete Harrison, via emai/ 

Conversation with nature 
IN the 1970s I picked up 35 copies of Philip 
W ills's "On Being a Bi rd" in an Edinburgh 

book remainders shop w ith the intention of 
sell ing them at a proiit to fund my flying 
whilst a poor student. I did in fac t give one 
away to each person who flew wi th m ~ on 
thei r first glider flight. In each front cover 
I copied the following excerpt: 
"You are no lon8er the slo~t~ plodding, puny 
thing of clay, creeping to rtuously upon the 
ground; you are a part o f Nature! Your heart 
is throbbing against hers. Her glorious arms 
are around you, ra isinB you up against her 
heart! Your spirit is at one with hers; your 
limbs grow light! The voices of the air are 
singing to you. The earth seem s far away and 
little; and the clouds so close above your 
head are brothers, and you stretch your arms 
to them." 

What an Jmazing description of what we 
do, or perhaps more "why we do it", in the 
same way that Pete Harvey quoted the 
expression " having a conversation w ilh 
nature" (February-March 2008, p36). it also 
brings to mind the subject Platypus ca lls 
" the gliding substitute''! O ne would think 
thJt the author had flown in J glider, but in 
fact he was describing that first sensation of 
sa iling and wrote it in 1889. lt comes from 
Three Men in a Boat by Jerome K Jerome. 
Pete Whitehead, via email 

Ron Asplin remembered 
I WAS very sad indeed to read of Ran's death 
in the February-March issue (p61 ). 
As a technic<~ I author and secretary of the 
Handley Page GC, I met Ron on a regular 
basis and was instrumental in getting him 
to join the club. Being a closed club, only 
HP employees were able to jo in and many 
of Ron's subordinates, fl ight test engineers, 
were instructors. Our fleet Jt the time 
comprised a T-31, Tutor and Skylark Il l 
(a gift from Sir Frederick Handley Page) . 
Whenever I suggested he join, Ron always 
made excuses and said he would not be able 
to squeeze into a T-31 cockpit. However, 
when this was replaced with a T-2 1 in 1965, 
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Ron finally joined the cl ub and soon 
converted to the Skylark. Sadly, it was in 
the final months before HP went into 
liquidation. I came north and eventually 
joined Blackpool and Fylde GC (now 
Bowland Forest). Ron followed to Woodford 
and we often met up at various clubs. 
He flew a Skylark IV and I a Skylark 1118. 
He was always a jolly, helpful person and 
I have many fond memories of our time 
at Radlett and should like to add my 
condolences to those already expressed. 
Roy Northall Bond, via email 

Half a century ago 
PLATYPUS' piece 11 seems like yesterday in 
S&G (February-March, p16) stirred some 
memories for me. I too did classics at King 
Edward's School Birmingham (but changed 
to Chemical Engineering al Camhriclge) and 
did the Gliding Course at Ca stl e Bromwich 
two years after· him and Kcith Mansell. The 
Beaverette had been repla ced by a Bedford 
15cwt truck by then, but the Cadet Mk 1 s 
were still in use. I too remember my first 
si ght of a Silver C Badge when Sqn Ldr 
Nadin arrived in his Auster. Subsequently, I 
was Staff Cadet al No 43 GS Lichfield for 
lwo years, and progressed to ridge flying al 
th e Long Myncl. 

My father gave me a copy of Gliding and 
Power Flying for a birthday present , and 
like Platypus I was mesmerised by the 
description of the flight from Dunstable to 
Norfolk in the first chapter. Although I no 
longer have the book, I still remember the 
entry into cloud, and the ice on the leading 
edges' 

I have been instructing at Lasham for the 
past 20 years, but decided lo hand over the 
baton las t. year. I have a distant relative in 
New York who sends me articles from the 
N ew York Times regularly, so I passed on to 
him Platypus' review of its coverage of the 
events at Kitty Hawk. He speculates that the 
entire composing room team must have been 
drunk that nigh t. 
John North, via email 
Platypus r<'pfit's: I don'/ lhink the ,'i ew York Times tcdm 

were drunk in December I 003 when they reported the 

Wnghr 13ms triumph so in.Jdequarely; it was just that 

_..;ucces4ul powcrec-J flying machin('S h<Jd TJ('V('r C'Xisted 

until then, ,Jnd nohody knC\V how to desc.riLJC or cxpldin 

aeroplanes to thcmselvC's, let alone the Americ:m 

public I hHv would we repor/ tin:• ,1rrival o{ a t\tlr~rtia n 

spacecra(t a thou.S<md miles ./\V.IY in (runt o( d cY) uple of 

witnesses, especially \Vith lW phones or television 01 

intenw t( One is reminded u{ the patlw t1c way l:!ritish 

national and local papers reported glider distance 

records {''must h.·H1() had a very l11~~ h tow") ur field 

landings ('cr.-~ shes") during th(' e~1rly history of our sport. 

fiPr;J uc;e H'h .11 W(_, ( /o is m.lf..J ir, sheer lJiooming 

incomprehcnsihle magic . And so was the oc ws lrom 

Kitty Hawk 

Burning issue 
LAST October, when I was meeting my new 
glider for the first time, on a bright sunny 
morning at Talgdrth, Tim Donovan- who 
had passed it on to rn e and was planning 
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one last exciting week of rockpolishing 
-was trying lo persuade me to have a go. 

If he thought I was about to launch GCY 
into those perilous Black Mountains for my 
first go, no way. I prefer to have my new 
experiences under the most benign and 
familiar conditions, like at the home airfield 
of Shenington. However, Tim did talk me 
into silting in it. 

So I opened the canopy, began to survey 
the instrument panel, and decided to 
connect the battery. To my alarm, as soon as 
I did so, smoke curled up from the instru
ment panel. "Help!" I hollered, "HELP! 
HELP!" and Tim came running. 

Meanwhile I disconnected the battery; 
nevertheless, the spark grew brighter and the 
smoke still curled. 

In fact, the small but intense conflagration 
had absolutely nothing to do with electricity 
in any form. lt was the power of the sun, the 
rays concentrated through the immaculate 
ca nopy, focusing on the bit of felt on the top 
of the instrument panel. Tim saw the cause at 
once, and proved it by burning his hand; we 
interfered with the cause by application of 
canopy cover. And were left only with a 
small reminder the si ze of a cigarette burn. 

A number of the ancient pilots that were 
hanging around Talgarth recounted similar 
incidents, some leading to even more 
interesting outcomes, like one chap whose 
hat caught fire. How many readers have also 
been surprised by this effect? Should I report 
it as an inc ident to the authorities? 
Mary Meagher, via emai/ 
BCA Chid Techni(,Ji OtfiuY Jim HammNton replies: 

Unfortun,Jteiy this 1s th e result o{ keeping the glider nice 

and d ean and w PII polished and of the exception.Jiiy 

good wea ther Jt Talgarth .. . The experience does 

highlight the nrccs.<ity to us CZJ nopy covcr5 (thar arc 

also white and clean /) wh enever f'Ossiblc. Exc:iuding the 

sun ~11 rays \V ill have several advantages/ keeping the 

inside; or the cockpit cooler and. not least, help in 

preventing the ca nopy acJing JS a nmgnit)~ing gla ss and 
cre.Jting ,, hot spot. Try to .woid thf' use c1f flammahlc.· 

materials, e5pecially where they may get hot 

Flarm in the Alps 
I HAVE been flying with Flarm since 2005, 
logging about 600 hours since in the fairly 
crowded airspace of the e<1stern part of the 
Alps. I cannot claim that Flarm has actually 
saved my life (which is th e tragic thing about 
,Jny safely device: if it works, nobody will 
notice; if it fail s, everybody will blame il). 
However, it has certainly spared me three 
or four near misses, which would have been 
very unpleasant. 

Based on this experience, I would like to 
comment on two issues t·hat are often seen 
as possibl e disadvantages of the system: first 
thJt it might distract th e pilot, and second 
that pilots might rely entirely on Flarm. 

Please send letters (marked "for publication") to 

the editor at editor@ sailplaneandgliding.co.uk or 

the address on p3, including your fu/1 contact 

details. Deadline for the next issue is Apri/15 

I agree that Flarm warnings can possibly 
distract the pilot, e~pecially when flying in a 
piece of sky that is known to he crowded. 
Ridge soaring is a classic example. However, 
from talking to many pilots of all experience 
levels ,1t our airfield (which has a reliable, 
but short and usually very crowded ridge 
right next to the field), I have the impression 
that a pilot's perception of Flarm distracting 
or annoying her or hirn should be interpreted 
as a clear indication that this pilot is not yet 
fully capable of integrating Flarm messages 
into his situational awareness picture. 

Experienced pilots rarely use the muting 
option, even when frequent warnings occur 
during ridge soaring. Obviously they are 
capable of fitting this additional piece of 
information quickly and subconsciously into 
their whole image of the situation, and c · n 
easily distinguish between irrelevant warn
ings (gliders they have seen already) and 
those possibly life-saving critical warnings 
(for example, new gliders arriving on the 
ridge, or gliders turning unexpectedly). This 
emphdsises th e importance of thoroughly 
reading th e manual, giving special briefings 
to club members or even designated training 
flights. Like with any techni cal device, you 
can only fully benefit from the information it 
provides if you have understood how it 
works. it's good to see from both articles in 
the last issue of S&G (Two views of Flarm, 
p18) that in Britain this need for training 
about the use of Flarm has been recognised. 

lt is often said that pilots might rely on 
Flarm only, to the detriment of proper "see 
and avoid". While it is certainly beneficial 
to emphasise that Flarm can only be an aid 
lo classic see-and-avoid techniques and not 
in any way a replacement, in my experience 
in fact Flarm rather encourages me to look 
out more, thus enhancing good airmanship. 

Most Flarm users I know confirm this 
somewhat unexpected training effect of both 
the device's warnings and even more so of 
its (silent) proximity messages. Maybe this 
can be explained by comparing Flarm to a 
good copilot, who sits happily in the back, 
every now and then pointing out another 
glider he's spotted: "Have you seen that guy 
in our three-o-clock position, slightly 
below?" Sometimes, you will have seen the 
other aircraft before, sometimes not. But in 
any case, you would not be tempted to rely 
entirely on your copilot, would you? His 
remarks will continuously remind you that 
you are not alone up th r , and thus 
motivate you to look out more, not less. 
During the first year with Fl arm, I was 
stunned how many gliders th ere were that 
I would never have not.i ced, and how often a 
proximity message rem inded rne lo look out. 

Funnily enough, every Flarm message 
seems to also remind me that there might be 
more aircraft around which are not equipped 
with Flarm. 
)an Lyczywek, INNSBRUCK, Austria 
/-le/en Ev.1!ls, S&C. 's editor, adrl : The HCA i> conrinualiy 

monitoring the situation ~vith rr;.'t,r.Jrd to low~oJs t 

collision-avoidance .systPms such d.:i Flarm 
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'"~ Development News 

Funding: possibilities and pitfalls 
Keith Batty travelled all the way 
to Dorset from Yorkshire for a 
BGA seminar on club funding 

Q UINTESSENTIALLY Eng lish. Thatched 
Cottages 1n the Deverill s. Rollmg 
hills peeping over the early morning 

blanket of mist. What a site! Ill-mapped by 
sat-nav, the narrow track lead ing to the 
copse on the summit takes time to find. 
The Park. I'd arrived with minutes to spare 
and I was the last. 

There had hardly been time to slurp the 
first ca ffeine fi x of the morn ing before the 
proceedings were under way .. . "Just say 
w ho you are and why you're here," said 
Alison Randle, our workshop leJder. I was 
beginning to wonder on both counts. 
lt was a perfect day to get into the air, and 
members of the Bath, Wilts and North 
Dorset GC were preparing do just that as we 
prepared for a whole day of "Funding" . 
I've not been a treasurer Jnd any knowl dge 
I hav gleaned about the financial side oi 
things has been out of necessity rather than 
desire and as part of a professional career of 
quite a different nature. On the bright side, 
I mused, I'd never clone funding in quite 
such splendid surroundings. 

" I've recently taken over as ChJir and our 
committee at the York Gliding Centre is 
putting a lot of effort into developing J 
strategic plan for the future," I said. "We 
have a fantastic site, strong membership, 
a good fl eet, robust finances and lots of 
potential. If vve1re going to rea li se our plans, 
we have to start thinking about how to fund 
our ambitions and ... that's why I'm here". 
The caffeine was doing what it was meant to 
and I found myself sounding almost coher
ent. The dozen or so of us around the table 
all seemed to be ther for broJdly similar 
reasons but some were much further down 
the road in terms of securing external fund
ing. Al though Jt Rufforth we own the air
field, the threat of the ending of a lease 
seemed to have become a powerful driver 
for urgent action in some other clubs repre
sented round the table. I was glad that we 
were acting out of a des ire to develop rather 
than the threat of disappearing! Nonetheless, 
it was to transpi re through the day that we 
all had a lot to learn from each other. 

Ali son did a great job of getting us talking 
to each other and sharing our experience 
and knowledge: some gained through our 
gliding club work and some from our profes
sional roles. lt was reJssuring to learn thJt 
we seemed to be taking the right approJch. 
Trying to attract money for its own sake is 
never going to convince funders thilt we ar 
going to spend it w isely. lt became very 
clear through Alison's first presentation that 
the development of an overarching strategic 
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"From my perspective, " says 

Alison Randle, (second from left) 

"it was a useful and enjoyable 

day working hard in great 

company. I would like to thank all 

those who gave up a fabulous 

gliding day to make it happen! 

Thanks to our hosts, not only for 

looking after us so well, but for 

arranging one of the best sunsets 

I've ever seen and rounding the 

day off with a flypast by the 

space station and shuttle. I'm 

not sure when I will repeat this 

workshop, but if you have project 

planning or funding matters you 

wish to discuss, please contac t 

me on alison@gliding.co.uk " 

plan to take the club forwJrcl is an essential 
prerequisite. External funding should be 
sought to resource elements of the plan that 
cannot be financed by other means. We 
learned the importance of preparation, of 
networking with agencies linked with 
funding long before bids have to be made 
and of getting po licies and paperwork in 
place from the outset. Funclers are bound to 
ask for it. "Make the funders your friends" as 
one delegate put it. 

Equally, we learned how to make our 
piJns sound attrJctive to funding bodies: 
do we need a new two-seater becJuse the 
old one is cl i!pped out or because it wi ll 
increase the number of young people we 
can trc in to go cross-country? \Nhat cl gre<'ll 
contribution we make to community 
coh 'Sion by having a membership of such a 
range of ages. 

Come lunchtime we were all famished 
and the hospitality of our hosts came into its 
own. An excellent lunch and some very 
pleJsant sunshine and fresh air susta ined us 
into a fruitful afternoon. I guess when we 
arri ved, the thoughts in al l our minds were 
about "where do we get the dosh?" Alison 
skillfully led us through the intricacies of 
web-based resources that could be used to 
drill clown to possibilities once a project is 
defined. The experienced club officials 
around the table shared their journeys and a 
number of oth r possibilities, JS wel l as 
pitfa lls, ame to light. We never lost sight of 
the messages from the morning: the need to 
see external fundi ng JS just one means 
of supporting elements of J ca refull y 
worked-out plan. 

By five o'clock we were all pretty jaded 
but ful filled, I guess. As the giant red sun 
slipped over the hi lls to the west and the 
gliders were being hosed down before being 
put to bed, my thoughts were of the many 
les ons of the day and the chJIIenges ahead. 
Many thanks to Alison and the BGA, and to 
Bath, Wil tshi re and North Dorset GC \. . 
for an extremely useful day. ~ 

Child protection 
update for clubs 

THE BGA is currently working under the 
guidance of Working Together to Safeguard 
Chfldren 2006 and Department of Health 
Publication What To Do If You Are Worried 
A Child Is Being Abused. 

Given the changing pace and continual 
updates of safer practice whilst working with 
Children and Vulnerable Adults could I bring 
to your attention the following publication. 
Best practice should be that Child 
Protection leads, deputies and committees 
take note of the following document- it has 
been circulated with the latest Child 
Protection pack at the Chairman's 
Conference: 

Guidance for Safer Working Practice for 
Adults who Work with Children and Young 
People. 

Published by Allegations Management 
Advisors (Department for Children, Schools 
and Families - DCSF) this document offers 
guidance. lt does not replace or take priority 
over advice or codes of conduct produced 
by employers or national bodies. lt is a 
generic document that should complement 
existing professional procedures, protocols 
and guidance which relate to specific roles, 
responsibilities or professional practices. 

As usual if anyone has any questions or 
requires specific advice in this area or that 
of CRB (Criminal Records) please do not 
hesitate to contact Phil Burton on 
• 07799 831504 
• 01986 895314 
• or at philburtonphoto@aol.com 

Please see the classifieds section of this 
S&G for training dates in April and May. 
These Child Protection and Vulnerable Adult 
Awareness Sessions, which are gliding club 
focused, are provided for Child Protection 
Leads and Deputies, Committee Members 
and Membership of BGA clubs 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Some important NPPL changes 
The BGA Senior Regional 
Examiner for motorgliders, 
Andy Miller, offers an unofficial 
guide to new NPPL regulations 

SEVERAL changes regarding the UK 
NPPL came in to effect at the end of 
January. An explanatory Aeronautical 

Information Circular was agreed at about 
the same time, but the AIC production 
process means that it physica ll y cannot be 
promulgated until about the end of March. 

There is thus a rather awkward gap 
between the (d iffi cult to understand) 
leg islative eh, nge and (somewhat eJs ier) 
circu lar, intertwined with 5&C's own 
deadlines. 

These questions and answers, posted 
origina ll y on the Pprune website by 
"BEagle", are the best explanation avai I ab le 
Jt the time of going to press. 

Broadly, they are a welcome regularisation 
of the requirements, but the simple fact of 
being different to prev ious understanding is 
bound to cause grief. They certain ly repay 
carefu l reading. 

Do I need to do anything immediately? 
NO- there w ill be a 'transition period' from 
now until the end of April 2009. 

What are the main changes? 
Mainly to revaliciation . vVhereas up until 
now Microlight and SLMC Class Ratings on 
an NPPL have hilrl 13-rnonth valici ity periods 
and a logbook stamp, SSEA Class Ratings 
have had a 'rolling' validity period. After 
your next revalidation (which must be w ithin 
the transition period) all Class Ratings will 
have a 24-month va lidity period and a 
Certificate of Revalidation wi ll be used, 
not a logbook stamp. 

Does this affect 'old-style' UK PPL (M) 
or PPL (SLMG) holders? 
No. They ca n stay on the present system if 
they so wish. 

What exactly are the new revalidation 
requirements? 
"12-i n-24 + 6-in-12"- meaning that in the 
new 24 month period you wi ll need to fly 
12 hours TI on SSEA, SLMG and/or 
Microlights, of which 8 must be as PlC and 
12 take-offs and lanci ings are required. Six of 
the 12 TI must be in the fina l 12 months. 

Is there a 'dual training flight' require
ment? 
it's now opt ional - but if you don't fly at 
least one hour with an inst ru ctor in the 
24-month period then, when your Class 
Ratings are next reval idated, you will be 
restr icted to 'S ingle Seat Aircraft Only'. 
If you only ever fly something like a single 
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If you fly power on an 

NPPL, make sure you 

line up behind the right 

requirements - this 

unofficial explanation will 

help until the relevant 

A/C is promulgated 

(Photo: Mike Greenwood) 

seat Microlight or a Cosmic Wind, you may 
wish to exercise this option. 

Is the 'dual training flight' still a mini
mum of one hour? 
No. You ca n do whatever training you wish 
in any of the three Classes of aeroplan es you 
can include in an NPPL. So, if you normally 
fly off tarmac and go to a nearby grass strip, 
do half an hour's training, then land for 
lunch before coming home again, that ' ll all 
count. If it doesn't add up to at least one 
hour then you ca n do the rest at another 
time. 

Up until now I've only held a SSEA 
Rating, but I've taken Microlight 
differences training and exercised my 
licence privileges on Microlights. 
Can I still do that? 
Yes, but when you app ly for your next 
reva lidation th · Examiner will add a 
Microlight Cla s Rating to your CertificJte of 
Reva lidation with 'Exempt' in the 'Date of 
Test' column. For legal reasons you will 
need to fill out a form (which wi ll be 
avai lable from www.nppl.uk.com) and send 
it off to the CAA so that they ca n issue you 
with an updated licence. You can carry on 
flying both SSEAs and Microlights without 
needing to wait for the new licence. The 
CAA expect th is to be a nil cost process, 
but this has yet to be confirmed. Don't say 
anything sarcasti - they've been very, very 
helpful in all thisl 

Does the same apply if I've been using 
my SSEA Rating on SLMGs? 
Yes. And also if you've been exercising your 
NPPL (SSEA) privileges on Microlights and 
SLMGs. 

Does this also apply if my SSEA Class 
Rating has lapsed? 
No. If your SSEA Rating has lapsed, then you 
will need to renew it by GST. If you then 
wish to add Microlight and/or SLMG Class 
Ratings to your licence - even if you've been 
prev iously flown such aircraft on your 
SSEA Rating- you will need to follow the 
requiremen ts li sted in NPPL XC REV 07 

which you can find on the 'Licence 
Allowances ' tab on www.nppl.uk.com 

If I hold more than one Class Rating, will 
I need to meet the '12-in-24 + 6-in-12' 
requirements on each Class? 
NO! Cood news - the '12-in-24 + 6-in- 12' 
can be accumulated on any of the three 
classes, so long as the total adds up to at 
least '1 2-i n-24 + 6-in-12', including the 1 2 
take-offs and landings. The only additional 
requirement is that you must fly at least one 
hour on ach Class- which may either be as 
PlC or as PU/T with an instructor on that 
Class. Again, that 's a minimum total in each 
Class. So, for example, 2 x 30 min in one of 
the Classes w ill be fine. 

But that means I need only fly an hour 
in two years in a SSEA to maintain my 
validity if I do everything else in a 
Microlight? Isn't that a bit risky? 
Not at all - if you own your own SSEA 
would you really let it rust for the rest oi the 
period? And if you only did an hour, would 
anyone be happy to rent you an aeroplane? 
In any c;:1se, you sti ll have to maintai n 
90-day recency in any Class in order to carry 
passengers in that Class. 

What about Instructor Ratings? 
You will be able to include an Fl or AFI 
Rating on Microlights and/or an Fl Rating on 
SLMGs in a NPPL. This includes the right to 
rece ive remunerati on. 

Does this apply to SSEA instruction? 
NO. There are no changes to the require
ments for SSEA flight instruction. 

What about seaplanes? 
The ANO has introduced a forma l require
ment for diiferences training for seaplanes. 
For microlights this wi ll be as decided by the 
BMAA, but for SSEA seaplanes, the same 
requirements as for JAR-FCL SEP (Sea) Class 
Ratings will apply. 

Any medical changes? 
Noth ing sign ificant- just adm inistrative 
tidying up. 
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~~ BGA Executive News 

What an excellent weekend 
BGA Chairman Patrick Naegeli 
reports back on a resoundingly 
successful BGA Weekend- and 
asks you to act on Mode S 

THE morning after the night before ... 
normally a statement with a particular 
set of connotations. In this particu lar 

c,1se, however, il reflects the fact that I am 
w riting this issue's Execut ive News the 
Sunday after the BGA Conference and AGM. 

There are reports on the detail oi the 
conference proceedi ngs elsewher in thi s 
issue. From my perspective, the entire event 
proved to be a resounding ~uccess. Everyone 
I spoke to during the day - both gliding 
people as wel l as our invited guests - had 
nothing but positive comments to make. 
They all took away something of va lue 
to them. 

That we had to have several concurrent 
streams on the day says much about j ust 
how potentially complex the administration 
of gliding has become. The quality of the 
present Lions, accompanying debate, and 
informal conversa tions show just how 
seriously these challenges are bei ng taken 
by ·lubs. Whilst the nature of the issues 
being addressed is not necessarily new 
-something clearly highlighted by Alison 
Randle as she remi nded us of the ubjects of 
concern in S&C in I 966, nd 1977 - I rea lly 
did det cl a renewed app tile• amongst club 
officia ls to do something about them. 

New issues were also covered. One, in 
particular, is of major concern to the BGA. 
TI1e ivil Aviation Authority's prnposals for 
introducing and extending the use of Mode 
S transponders is one of the most serious 
potentia l issues for the gliding movement 
(and other air sports, for that matter) in 
modern times. Every one of us must make 
our views known to the CAA as part of the 
recently started consu ltation round. This wi ll 
he our last chance to ensure that we secure 
a pragmatic outcome to the debate. The 
gliding movement was centra l to getting the 
CAA to chdnge the detail of its proposals 
during the I<Js t consultation round in 2006. 
We must do the same aga in. When I say 
"we" I rea lly do mean each of us 
individually. Every one of us must send in a 
response to the consultation document - if 
you don't you really wi ll be letting others 
down. Pete Stratten has w ritt n , piece on 
the subject e\s where in this issue (see p2G). 
I urge )'OU to read it carefu ll y. 

The conference is not only an opportunity 
to deal with important matters of current 
con ern. it is also the perfect occ sion to 
celebrate and acknowledge th 
achievements and contributions of 
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individuals from across the movem nt. This 
year, we had the honour of awarding a 
numher of BGA D iplomas to people who 
have made an out nding contribution at 
both club and national levels. 

We also awarded BGA Silver Medals to 
two people that have led the movement in 
different, but both extremely important, 
areas. 

'Every one of us must make 
our views known to the CAA 

as part of the current 
consultation round' 

Diana King has been - ind ed, still is
central to the BGA's development efforts. 
She and her team work tirelessly on a 
diverse ra nge of complex matters, all of 
which are of cri tica l importance to c lubs. 

Bruce Cooper has been the long-standing 
Vice Chai rman of the Airspace Sub
Committee. Working cl osely with arr 
W ithal\, he has been at the hea rt of securing 
national and regional operating freecioms for 
clubs and glider pilots in the face of the 
incessant pressures that wou ld otherwise 
make life very difficult for us. 

We owe much to D iana and Bruce: they 
are not on ly very effective in what they do 
but are also true ambas adors for gliding. 
It was my great privi l gc to make the awJrd 
of their medals and I found the experience 
tremendously humbling. 

Our after-dinner speaker, Pete Harvcy, 
rega led us w ith tales of hang gliding <1nd 
gliding exploits all of which were x ellently 
delivered, absolutely outrageous and, 
oi course, concerned people other than 
himseli. Like many, I have no doubt about 
the veracity of events. I just don't bel ieve he 
was an unwitting observer. 

Left: Patrick Naegeli receives his FA/ 

1,000km Diploma from Diana King, 

who as well as being BGA 

Development Committee Chairman is 

the Secretary of The Royal Aero 

Club. The tables had been turned 

earlier in the day, when Patrick 

presented both Oiana and Airspace 

Committee Vice Chairman Bruce 

Cooper with BGA Silver Medals for 

their services to gliding 

Opposite: At the AGM itself. the BGA 

Executive Committee members 

pictured opposite were announced. 

Together with the BGA Officers also 

seen opposite, these are the team 

who will be leading the BGA in the 

coming year 

The planning, orgJnisation and sta •ing of 
the event was very impressive. Several of our 
invited guests marvelled at just how well 
things were done and at the turnout, which 
the organisers estimilte as mor than 500. 
I wou ld like to thank the entire BGA team as 
well as the various speakers for their efforts 
- they have set high expectat ions for next 
yea r's event and I am certain that they w ill 
not on ly me,, them but exceed them once 
aga in. 

I cannot finish this article wi thout 
mentioning someone else who has done 
more for the movement than word. an 
adequately describe. 

Helen Evans has announced her intention 
to retire as editor of Sailplane 8t Gliding, a 
post she has held for more than eight yea rs. 
SL'Z-C is not only a vita l p<~rl of the BGA's 
communications efforts; it is not on ly very 
informative; it is a genuinely inspirationa l 
w indow on the world of UK and 
internationa l gliding and widely read by 
people and in or an isJLions outsid the 
gliding movement. 

Helcn has been instrumental in making 
&C what it is today. She manages to 

combine the ability to produce il finished 
product of the Jbsolute highest quality w ith 
a deft skill in handling contributors of 
varying levels of diligence- myself being at 
the worst end of the spectrum. Thank you, 
Helen. We w ill miss you. 

Hilve fun, slay safe. 

Patrick Naegeti 

Chairman, British Gliding Association 

March 2008 
cha/rman@gliding.co.uk 
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Keith Manse/1, President of Midland 

GC, stood down from the Executive 

in 2008 after serving a full term of six 

years: he is its Company Secretary. 

A trustee of the Planning and 

Environment and the Phi/ip Wills 

Funds, he holds a BGA Gold Medal 

Chris Gibson, who chairs the BGA's 

licensing working group, flies from 

Lasham and has MGIR and NPPL 

instructor ratings as well as being 

a full-rated gliding instructor. 

A tug pilot, he has two Diamonds, 

1 .500hrs and an ASW 20cl share 

Ted Norman flies from Ulster GC. 

He began gliding in 1960 with the 

RAFGSA, was RAFGSA Centre 

Manager for nine years and is a BGA 

MGIR & CAA SLMG instructor with 

2,000hrs and two Diamonds 

April - May 2008 

John Birch stood down from the 
Executive in 2008 after serving a full 
term of six years but remains as BGA 
Treasurer. He flies from Cambridge 
GC and is a full-rated instructor. who 
has a Duo Discus XT. He soloed in 
1988 and has all three Diamonds 

Pete Harvey flies from Bicester and 

York and is a British Team member. 

After success in international hang

gliding, he won the European Open 

Class Gliding Championship in 2005 

and again in 2007. He has a Nimbus 

4 and a small share in a Robin 400 

Rose Johnson flies from Midland 

GC. A team member for the 2007 

Women 's Worlds, she did her first 

Worlds in 1997. A tug pilot and full

rated instructor, she has a Diamond 

Badge and shares in three gliders 

Pete Stratten, the BGA's Chief 

Executive, has worked professionally 

in the sport since 1990. He began 

gliding at 14, flies a Ventus CT from 

Windrushers GC at Bicester and is an 

active instructor and inspector 

Andy Perkins is the CFI at Booker 

and a Regional Examiner. He has 

three Diamonds, 2,500hrs gliding 

and is a tug pilot. He loves mountain 

flying and parlying with glider pilots 

the world over. His mission: to make 

gliding fun, exciting and accessible 

Phi/ Burton, who is the BGA's Child 

Protection Lead, flies from Norfolk 

GC and Suffolk Soaring Society An 

assistant instructor, he has a share in 

a Grab 103 and enjoys focusing on 

introducing people to gliding 

BGA Chairman Patrick Naegeli flies 

from Lasham. A Senior Regional 

Examiner. 2005 British Team member, 

tug pilot, BGA motorgliding examiner 

and CAA SLMG instructor, he has 

3,000hrs and owns a Ventus 2 

Matt Cook, 29. has been gliding since 

15, instructing since 17. A keen cross

country/competition pilot and member of 

the British Junior Team 2003. Now 

Thames Valley RE after five years as 

professional instructor and Booker CFI. 

Currently investment banker in the City 

Bruce "Tappo" Tapson. who flies from 

Buckminster. began gliding in 1957 with 

the Air Cadets, is a former RAFGSA CFI 

and BGA SRE A CAA examiner {FIE) 

and CAA CRI, he has more than 

12,500hrs and a share in a Duo Discus 
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~ Communications News 

Above: Sharon Kerby of Tonic Public Relations, who 

is also a glider pilot based at Sninerfield, presented 

two seminars in February, at Husbands Bosworth and 
at Lasham, on managing the media (Chris Curtis) 

Top left: seminar at Husbands Bosworth (Chris Curtis) 

Left: participants in the Lasham event (He/en Evans) 

Good ideas I hope never to use 
Andrew Watson of Cambridge GC reports on a media management 
seminar run by Sharon Kerby of Tonic Public Relations on behalf of 
the BGA's Communications & Marketing Committee 

W
ITH more and more adventur 
sports competing for potential 
recruits, gliding clubs increa ingly 

look to the media to help spread the 
messages that our sport is fun, affordable 
and almost anyone can participate. Many 
clubs have a press officer, who issues cheery 
press releases encouraging local TV, radio 
and newspapers to cover open days, 
competitions and smiling youngsters soloing 
on their 16th birthdays. However, there will 
also be times when the press's attention is 
less welcome. If someone's just rolled their 
glider into a ball at th >end of your runway, 
or a former club employee is threatening 
legal action for unfair dismissal, your club 
press officer would rather that the media 
stayed away. 

Unfortunately, that's probably a vain hope, 
so the l:lGA's Keith Auchterlonie recruited 
Sharon Kerby, a long-time glider pilot 
who does crisis PR for a living, to run two 
seminars in February on Critic I News 
Management. 

I went to th one at Husbands Bosworth 
on February 2; it attracted 15 attendees from 
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clubs across the Midlands and East Anglia. 
Sharon's polished three-hour presentation 

covered the essentials of how to deal w ith 
the media when it all goes pear-shaped. 

The first essential is "be prepared" -every 
club should have copies of a concise 
emergency plan easily to hand at the 
launchpoint and clubhouse. 

In addition to immediate response actions 
(such as summoning the emergency serv ices, 
contacting the CFI and club chairman, and 
the AAIB and insurers if ne essary), this plan 
should also take into account that the local 
media will have contacts in the emergency 
services, or perhaps even monitor their radio 
frequencies, so may arriv on si te soon after 
a 999 ca ll . 

There's no room here to do justice to all 
Sharon's excellent advice on what to do 
when the media do arrive. However, it is 
worth covering some of her bas ic advice to 
anyone unlucky enough to be manning the 
launchpoint when an inc ident occurs, and 
who is unexpectedly faced w ith (or phoned 
by) a journalist in search of a story. While it 
may be upsetting to be confronted by a 

persistent, or perhaps even aggressive, 
newshound, don't lose your temper. Never 
say "no comment", or try to ignore him or 
her in the hope that they' ll go away. 
There may be a crisis, but don't give the 
impression there's a cover-up. 

On the other hand, it's vital that a club 
provides just one authoritative source of 
information in a crisis, so put the journalist 
in touch w ith the club press officer or 
chairman as quickly as poss ible. Never 
speculate on what might or might not have 
happened, even if you were a witness. 
Never say anything that might be construed 
as an admission of liability. In fact, say as 
little as possible- send the journalist to the 
press officer, and let him or her handle it. 

If you're reading th is thinki ng " Hang on, 
I am the press officer, and I have no idea 
what I should do", then contact Keith now 
to find out when he's organising the next 
seminar, so you too can learn about the 
three Cs of crisis PR (Care and Concern, 
Control, Commitment), and how to cope 
with the questions you'd least like to be 
asked (such as "How many gliding accidents 
arc there every year?" or " Is the club 
satisfied w ith its safety record?"). Sharon's 
talk provided invaluable advice on dealing 
with crisis news management, which I \ . 
nevertheless hope I' ll never have to use. ~ 
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Established by prominent figures in British gliding, Joint 

Aviation is the leading, independent sailplane insurance 

agency in Europe. 

Joint Aviation has in-depth knowledge of gliding and 

gliding insurance as well as providing the personal 

contact that ensures every sailplane client receives the 

same high standards of services and competitive prices. 

~ Joint Aviation Servkes Ltd 
~ ... Our task, your security 

for enquiries 0044 (0}1420 88664 

0044 (o} 7802 708670 
0044 (0}1420 542003 

Terry Joint mobile 
Facsimile 

email : office@jointaviation.co.uk 

Joint Aviation Services limited 
8 Old Aylesfield Buildings 
Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton 

Hants GU34 4BY 

www.joint.co.uk 

Authorised and 
regulated by the 
Financial Services 

Authority 

Stop press!! As advertised at the BGA conference 2007. the winner of our offer of a years full insurance is Mr C Luton, 
congratulations to him from all the winning team at JAS Ltd 

British Gliding Association 
Duo Discus Hire 200 

The Duo Discus G-DUOX is available during 2008 - see below. The pilot in command qualification 
· · i ·mum -Silver Badge plus 200 hours and BGA National oac~h:..iailil_._. ... ~~-

Fax: 0116 2515939 E-Mail: debbieOglidin 

fly the Vale of York 

• Tarmac & grass runways • No airspace restrictions • 2 Pawnee tugs • Winch • Expeditions welcome 
• Fleet: 2 x K13, Acro 3 and DG505, 2 seaters, Astir, Junior and KB single seaters • Motor glider for faster glider 
training • Approved site for glider pilot NPPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces • Full time staff 7 day 
operation • 1-5 day courses available • Fixed price to solo £1,300.00 (aerotow, motorglider and winch) 

Rullorth Airfield, York Tel: 01904 738694 Fax: 01904 738109 email: oHice@yorkglidingcentre.co.uk www. yorkglidingcentre.co.uk 

April - May 2008 

York Gliding 
Centre 
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Yorksh· e Glidin I b 
-new, superb flight simulation at Sutton Ban 
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www.REFINISH.biz 
Glider repairing & refinishing in Poland 

Great prices - Superb quality and service - BGA approved and insured workshop 

Refinishing 
The workshop in Poland has already completed nearly 
150 UK gliders. Our aim is to provide a high quality 
finish and service with minimum hassle for our 
customers 

Open Class, Standard & 15/18m 
Complete Refinish in T35, Schwabellack or "2 Pack", 
All Mylar seals replaced , cockpit repainted , Numbers 
and logos replaced, full weight and mass balance of 
control surfaces, minor surface damage filled , BGA 
CofA provided. The glider Gel coat is effectively 
returned to "as new" condition . 

We look after all the arrangements and can provide 
collection and delivery as required . 

Please contact us to discuss any of our services 

Repairs 
*** £400 cash back offer *** 

We provide a £400 cashback incentive for any major 
repair work carried out in 2008. 

We offer a full , no hassle glider repair service, including 
door to door collection and delivery from anywhere in 
the UK. We give fixed price quotes and realistic 
completion dates. We have done major repairs for 
several large UK clubs. 

*** Repair and Refinish service *** 
For gliders being repaired we can offer a very, very, 
very good deal on a complete refinish at the same time. 

e Crabb Computing 
3 Salford Close 
Welford , Northants. NN6 6JJ 
Tel +44 (0)1858 575665- paul@crabb.biz 

HSBC Insurance Brokers Aviation Practice can arrange 
competitive policies for gliding. 

Tony Mitchison Archie lam 
Call +44 (0) 1444 313 289 Call +44 (0) 1444 313 103 
Email tony.mitchison@hsbc.com Email archielam@hsbc .com 
Facs1mile +44 (0) 1444 313 280 Facsimile +44 (0) 1444 313 280 

Aviation Practice 
HSBC Insurance Brokers Limited, 
Bishops Court, 27-33 Art illery Lane, 
London E1 7LP. United Kingdom. 

Web www.insurancebrokers.hsbc.com/aviation HSBC Insurance·m 

Apri l - May 2008 15 
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PLATYPUS 

Sherlock homes in 
on a mystery photograph 

"Lemme see, that's a very bendy wing, so 
it's probably Schleicher ... " 

"And there's a join, so it's a big four-piece 
wing, maybe even six pieces ... " 

"And the winglets look like mid-late 
1990s ... " 

"Probably an ASH 25 after 1994?" 
"Yes, but where is it?" 
"Those silted river beds- that's typical 

New Zea land South Island." 
"On the back of the print it says 

Fujicolor." 
"Where are the negatives? That vvould be 

a huge help, since they'll in batches of six 
and you can easily relate one picture to 
another ... " 

"Can't find the negs yet, but that 
photograph's probably from the same batch 
as this one with a bunch of people- same 
brand of paper, and the developing 
company's little numbers and letters (what
ever they may mean) are the same ... " 

"The kid in that picture is Frecl Fumble's 
boy, who was born in 1992, and he looks 
five or six in the photograph ... " 

"And the white-haired geezer next to him 
is his great-granddad, who died in 1998 at 
the age of 92 ... " 

"That hill in the background looks 
familiar ... " 

Finally we decide that the picture was 
probably taken in January 1997 at 
Omarama, when Fred Fumble was flying the 
ASH 25 in a competition and the people 
and aircraft are al l identified, even the day 
and approx imate hour. 

Splendid- only another 1,047 photographs 
left to archive. 

Well, it's one way of passing the cold, 
wet months if you are not the hardy, wave
seeking type with frost-proof toes. 

I gave an illustrated talk to Dunstable 
and another to Lasham this last winter on 
different topics but both dealing with events 
of 30, 40 and 50 years ago. The pressure of 
deadlines made me search through piles of 
photographs (and I mean literally piles or 
heaps of well-shuffled nostalgia, not 
organised in any way) and caused me to 
wish I had kept neat albums. But anyone 
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who keeps well-organised archives of photo
graphs must be missing much more exciting 
things in life. They should get out more. 

How to avoid dangerous 
clots in the air 

A very experienced glider pilot, who is also a 
senior figure in British medicine, said to me 
that whereas airline passengers can get deep 
vein thrombosis, glider pilots don't- despite 
not being able to get up and wander about 
or go to the loo or do any of the exciting 
things one can engage in while on a non
stop to Tokyo or Los Angeles. The reason is 
that the glider pilots on a ten-hour flight are 
perpetually pushing on the rudder pedals, 
which exercise the leg muscles and generally 
cheers up the circu lation in the lower parts. 
lt occurred to me immediately that to 
combat DVT airline passengers cou ld each 
be given a set of rudder-peda ls to push back 
and forth, the way toddlers are given a 
dummy steering wheel to play with when 
Mummy or Daddy is driving. 

"Ah yes," you say, "but they'd get no feed
back and would get bored in no time" . 

"OK," I reply, " then we rig things up so 
that the passengers cou ld all have some real 
effect on the plane. Thus if 200 passengers 
pressed the Port peda l (marked in red with 
the additional information LEFT) and on ly 
100 passengers pressed the Starboard pedal 
(marked in green or black w ith the additional 
information RIGHT), then the majori ty 
would wi n and the Boeing 747 would begin 
a majestic turn to Port. 

Clearly there would be limits. Runn ing out 
of one's allotted bit of airspace wou ld be 
made impossible by the 747's autopilot, 
but a victory for the team in question in 
bouncing the aircraft off the left or right 
walls of their spatial prison wou ld be 
signalled by an announcement on the video 
screens and, on the headsets, loud klaxons 
and celebratory music." 

"What's all this about teams?" 
"Well , people love competitions, so they 

would be allocated to Team Blue or Team 
Orange, and be told to beat the heck out of 
the other team, with a prize at the end. 
You wou ld be allocated to a team by lot, 
or perhaps passengers could choose teams 
before take-off, the way we did at school. 

Teams would have to start off wi th equal 
numbers. People sitting in the same row 
would have to belong to the same team, 
I suppose, or they might start kicking or 
punching each other. 

lt occurs to me, to get more physica l 
exercise, that the peda ls should measure 
physical input so if Team B put in a real 
effort they would overpower Team A, a bit 
like a tug-o-war." 

A highly motivated team would sweat 
buckets but they wou ldn't see time passing, 
they'd get so involved and never be bored." 

"Wouldn't this favour the big, strong 
passengers, in other words, young males?" 

"Yes it would, unless we had a handicap 
system based on age, sex and body weight, 
so even the little old ladies shou ld over
whelm the football players. No problem for 
the computer." 

"What about making the plane go up and 
down?" 

"No difficulty, so long as we stay within 
the legal limits of structural safety and 
airspace regulations. Pulli [lg up or push ing 
down the armrest should cause up and 
down elevator movements and the airliner 
wou ld respond accordingly." 

"What would a contest consist of? Left vs 
right is not very interesting after a wh ile." 

"Wel l, at a more sophisticated level, 
Team A should given the task of keeping the 
7 47 as close as possible to a continuously
varying cu rve 100 miles (or 10 minutes' 
flying time) long, created randomly by the 
onboard computer and projected on the 
passengers' screens. Team B would try to 
frustrate Team A by keeping the 747 as far 
away as possible from the required line. 
Then they would swap after 100 mi les or 10 
minutes. The team with the lowest average 
variance from their target-curve would w in." 

" I just wonder - if passengers are going to 
put in so much physical effort to get their 
side to win, couldn't all that energy be used 
to power the internal systems of the 7 47 and 
thus reduce fuel consumption?" 

"Oh, now you're being silly!'' 

Surround-sound 
I got yet another letter published in The 
Times the other day, much to the envious 
fury of two elderl y and distinguished gliding 

Sailplane & Gliding 



friends. Grapes have never been so sour. 
They accuse me of getting my letters 
published so often in the Top People's Paper 
merely because of a romantic entanglement 
I have with a senior person in the newspaper 
industry- female, I hasten to say. This is 
rubbish - the undue influence, I mean, not 
the romance. 

The Times story that sparked me off was 
about an American professor who had made 
the amazing discovery that smiJII boys iJre 
different from sn1all girls, and even more 
different from middle-aged schoolmarms. 
These harassed teachers always strive to 
persuade the boys to think nice thoughts, 
and in art class to draw pleasing things. They 
don't get far: not these clays any more than 
they did in the old days. lt was permissible 
or even actively encouraged 66 years ago to 
beat an uncooperative child with ,1 long 
stick, but even in that stern and unforgiving 
era it would not have looked quite right in 
the end-of-term report to say, "I had to 
thrash the little blighter because he wouldn't 
draw daffodils'" Here was my response: 

Sir, schoolmistresses have always wanted 
boys to draw "nice" things. In 1942, after the 
mandatory half an hour of drawing trees, 
17owers and so on in our mixed art class, 
we would be allowed a free choice for the 
rest of the lesson. Our teacher dreaded my 
inevitable depictions of bombers coming 
clown in flames amid flak of incredible 
intensity, parachutists machine-gunning the 
ground below, and massive t'xplosions; but 
her real objection was that my creativity 
could not flow without a deafening sound
track, which was the special talent of eight
year-old males." 

Tornadoes and twisters 

First, if you have not already done so, go 
and rent a vide) and watch )udy G<Jrland 
in the Wizard of Oz, to see how a friendly 
tornado can not only rescue you from a 
dreary life on a Kansas farm but transform 
your world in Jn instant from dull black and 
white into glorious Technicolor. If you are 
easily bored and crave excitement, why not 

go on a special tornado-chasing vacation in 
the American prairies this summer? There are 
sever<JI specialist tour companies, one of 
whom in my opinion ruined its spiel by 
promising total safety for its clientele. For 
Pete's sake, people should be told that their 
lives will be in constant peril, th<Jt they 
should put their affairs in order before they 
start, and that the operator formally disowns 
<JII responsibility for whatever God chooses 
to wreak upon them, despite His being 
sorely provoked by lunatics in four-wheeled 
drives racing towards the bi<Jckest parts of 
the sky <Jnd positively dem<Jnding trouble. 

I have some modest experience of 
pursuing twisters across the vast open 
spJces. A few years ago I made the 1,000-
mile journey from the West Coast to the East 
Coast, intended to be all the way in <1 two
pi<Jce s<Jilplane at a cool 1 O,OOOft vvith a 
world-famous champion pilot but, because 
of its being officially the worst recorded 
summer for 150 years, we proceeded most 
of the time at ground level in the problem
plagued Motor Home From Hell (MHFH). 
On the equ<JIIy disaster-prone 3,000-mile 
return journey, I hea rd frequent messages 
interrupting th e radio to warn us breathl ess ly 
of impending tornadoes in specified areas 
that lay more or less in our path. By this 
time I was so heartily sick of the MHFH, 
which in addition to $1,000 rental h<Jd cost 
me $1,000 in repairs and lost us soaring 
days through breakdowns, that I steered it 
towards where the worst tornadoes were 
predicted. If this wretched, smelly, hot, noisy 
and wayward disaster-movie-on-wheels 
could be coaxed directly into the path oi a 
real monster maybe the whole contraption 
could be sucked up to cloudbase and 
shredded across two or more states. 

My loathing for this vehi c le had blotted 
out the fact that th e glider and trailer would 
<Jiso be destroyeJ - and so would Plat ,1nd 
his two teenJge accomplices, who did most 
of th e driving. 

They say, "Tornadoes are God's answer to 
trailer parks", so there was every hope that 
He would do His stuff with this squ<Jiid 
motor home. But you know how it is. 

A watched pot never boils. Not even a 
brief squall, nor a high wind, nor a mildly 
belligerent cloud. 

Apart from the non-functioning air-condi
tioning; a burst tyre (no spare being <JV<Jil
able, but it was on a double rear wheel so 
we coped, just); total engine failure owing to 
the melting r)f a solenoid (no, I don't know 
what that is either) ag<Jinst the hot exhaust 
pipe; the subsequent disappea rance of most 
of the exhaust piping on some lonely road; 
sudden battery-death and refusal to start; 
dr<Jins progressively f<1iling Jncl three violent 
encounters with low buildings and trees (this 
vehicle was much taller than any of the 
drivers had experienced before) that 
wrecked the superstructure on the roof and 
scarred the sid es of the MHFH, the journey 
back was without incident. I did notice <Jt 
one point th<Jt the trailer ci<Jmshell was try
ing slowly to come apart Jt the front hinge, 
which could h<Jve proved interesting on the 
road at speed; the repairm<Jn working on 
one of the MHFH's major problems kindly 
fixed it for $50 as part of a bulk deal. 

You'll notice the exact details are missing -
to protect the guilty, Js the s<Jying goes. just 
where did th ese things happen, you must be 
Jsking, and when, and who were these guys, 
and what hJppened to your star co-pilot? 
Well, let me say - and I am not making this 
up, honest - people have been extradited to 
the USA and are currently doing the US 
President's equivalent of spending time at 
Her 1Yiajesty's Pleasure after a plea bargain. 
And what they said was done occurred out
side the USA. So I am stumm on all these 
points. 

"Crying Wolf!" 
A last word: after we staggered back to the 
little airport on the West Coast, I asked the 
owner of the MHFH how he acquired this 
gem and he said, "Well, I met a guy in a bar 
who was buying a new motor home and he 
sold me his old one- for one dollar!" 

He wuz robbed. Or rather, we wuz.. 
platsandg@ blueyonder.co. uk 

British Gliding Team - 'One Team, One Aim' 
BRI1TISH GLIDING TEAM MANAGER 

The British Gliding Team Manager, Brian Spreckley, intends to 
'retire' from this voluntary role during 2008. 

If you feel that you are able to contribute to t he ongoing success of 
the British Gliding Team 'in this voluntary leadersh ip rol e by main
taining the focus on excellence and continuing to develop our 
strong competitive philosophy, we would really like to hear from 
you. Please forward a brief CV including covering letter headed 
'Team Manager' to; 

Russell Cheetham 
Chairman of the BGA Competitions and Awards Committee 

BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester LE1 4SE 

Or email clo pete@gliding.co.uk 

All applications will be treated in confidence 

April - May 2008 

B ITISH GLIDI'NG TEAM 
SPONSORSHIP MANAGER 

The British Gliding Team will shortly require the assistance of a 
Sponsorship Manager. If you have the appropriate experience, skills 
and time available to join the British Team in this important part
time remunerated role, we would like to hear from you. Please for
ward a brief CV including covering letter headed 'Sponsorship 
Manager' to; 

Russell Cheetham 
Chairman of the BGA Competitions and Awards Committee 

BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester LE1 4SE 

Or email clo pete@gliding.co.uk 

All applications will be treated in confidence 
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Seen at the BGA Weekend 
Here are a few images to give you a taste of the BGA's annual bash ... 

This page, clockwise from top: 

John Williams gets his hands on the BGA 1 ,OOOkm Trophy, earned by some spectacular 

wave flying in Scotland. He was also presented with his FA/1,000km Diploma by RAeC 

Secretary Diana King, and collected several other BGA trophies, too (Alto) 

One of glider pilot Stephen Ell 's sons awaits his turn in the new BGA simulator (Alto} 

Barry Walker of Bristol & Gloucestershire GC collects his free fleece at registration in 

the morning - sponsors Joint Aviation provided them (Alto) 
Club officials networking at coffee at the Governance Conference (He/en Evans) 

Opposite page, clockwise from top: 

The boys with their toys are Howard Jones (left) and Pete Masson of sponsors 

Its a Wing Thing, seen at their stand in the exhibition hall (Alto) 

Oickie Feakes speaks to the Sporting Conference about the electronic cockpit (Alto) 

Cross-Border raiders (from left) Bruce Cooper, Kevin Hook, John Williams and 

Roy Wilson raise a glass of whisky to their winning streak (Wendy MacPhedran) 

Peter Purdie with a panel to show what they mean by '~he electronic cockpit'' (Alto) 

James Alfison's keynote presentation about Formula One was well received (Alto) 
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BGA WEEKEND 

Great turnout for the AGM 
The 2008 BGA Governance 
Conference, AGM and Sporting 
Conference generated large 
crowds of people and lots of 
activity. Pete Stratten reports 

I 
ORE than 500 people attended the 
AGM and parallel Sporting and 
Governance Conferences on 

March 8 at the Hellidon Lakes Hotel, near 
Daventry. This year's event trialled a new 
format, conceived late in 2007 with 
Executive and sub-committee involvement 
then delivered in detail on the ground by 
a small team of volunteers and BGA staff 
led by Claire Emson and Alison Randle. 

The formal proceedings of the AGM were 
opened by Patrick Naegeli after a briefing 
session to members on key issues for the 
year ahead (see opposite). 

First, the AGM formally accepted the 
minutes of the previous AGM. By way of 
summarising the annual report, Patrick 
highlighted achievement by each of the 
Association's sub-committees: from ongoing 
delivery of marketing and public relations 
activity by the communications and 
marketing team, through the huge amount 
of club and sport support undertaken by 
volunteers in areas like development and 
airspace, where external influences are 
presenting enormous challenges for clubs, 
to progress made with BGA safety 
management, EASA airworthiness issues 
and instructor coaching. 

In the unavoidable absence of BGA 
Treasurer John Birch, Company Secretary 
Keith Mansell reported that the Association 
had made a surplus of £117,000 against 
a budgeted £24,000, due primarily to 
anticipated Certificate of Airworthiness 
renewals, surplus on commercial activity 
that could only be recently realised, savings 
on fleet maintenance and instructor training 
costs, higher cash balances and interest 
rates. The budget for 2008/9 was discussed 
in detail, including the considerable 
difficulties in accurately forecasting 
EASA-related costs. Membership fees for 
clubs will again remain unchanged. 

BGA Chief Executive Pete Stratten then 
briefly described a number of changes to 
BGA Laws and Rules in anticipation of 
Edition 16, including: the need to reflect the 
ANO requirement of logging of flying by all 
pilots of nationally registered aircraft; 
airworthiness detail to reflect EASA types; 
formatting of the instructor rating and gliding 
certificate information; changes in 
terminology to industry standard and the 
incorporation of the Code of Practice for 
flying near controlled airspace. 

The auditors King Freeman were then 
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reappointed for a further 12 months. Moving 
on to the appointment of officials, Patrick 
thanked the two members of the Executive 
Committee who were retiring after their 
maximum term of service: John Birch and 
Keith Mansell. "Both of them contribute 
enormously," he said, "and I am very 
pleased to confirm they will continue in 
their respective roles of Treasurer and 
Company Secretary". He noted that Phi I 
Burton and Bruce Tapson, who retired to 
meet the requirements of the BGA Articles 
of Association, were both re-standing as 
Executive Committee members, and that 
Matt Cook and Andy Perkins had been 
nominated as new members. He then 
announced that because the number of 
nominees did not exceed the number 
of vacancies, there was no need for 
an election (Seep 11 for full list). 

The formal business concluded with the 
re-election of all the BGA Vice-Presidents. 

BGA Diplomas were then presented for 
services to gliding, along with two BGA 
Silver Medals- to Diana King and Bruce 
Cooper. Patrick also highlighted honours 
recently awarded to glider pilots by the 
Royal Aero Club and the IGC. 

The conference, which was sponsored by 
Joint Aviation Services, AFE and Its a Wing 
Thing, continued with a dinner that was 
booked to capacity, the presentation of 
BGA trophies (see p24), a very amusing 
after-dinner speech by Pete Harvey and the 
presentation by Royal Aero Club Secretary 
Diana King of FAI 1 ,OOOkm Diplomas to 
John Williams and Patrick Naegeli. 
A very busy and what many delegates 
suggested was the best-ever BGA conference 
ended with a casino (first prize courtesy of 
AFE Oxford), live music and lots of fun into 
the early hours ... 

Pictured right, from top: 
Diana King (right) was presented with a BGA Silver 
Medal by Patrick Naegeli in recognition of many years' 
tireless work on behalf of airsports and gliding. "She 
has made an outstanding contribution," says the 
citation, "at club and national/eve/, where her 
contributions and sound advice are highly valued"; 
Charlie Jordan of Deeside won the Caro/ine Trust 
Cadet of the Year award, presented at the event; 
BGA Diploma winners were, from left: Bernard Smyth 
(Bristol & Gloucestershire); Martin Brockington (Black 
Mountains); Tim Newport-Peace (Lasham); Harry 
Boyle (Ulster); Go/in Davey (Four Counties) and 
Geoff Homan (Darlton). A diploma was also awarded 
posthumously to Geoff Bold of Seahawk GC; 
Bruce Cooper (left) was presented with a BGA Silver 
Medal by Patrick Naegeli for his outstanding service 
as Vice Chairman of the BGA Airspace Committee. 
"He really is the consummate professional both at 
work and play," says the citation, "and we owe a debt 
to him for all the work he has done in helping us to 
continue our wonderful sport"; 
The Bill Scull Safety Award was presented by Patrick 
Naegeli to Hugh Browning of the BGA Safety Initiative, 
who also gave a presentation to club chairman as 
part of the Governance Conference 
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Soaring to success 
EFLECTING on the need in gliding to 

Rbe clear about your general direction, 
to read the sky correctly, interpret 

patterns and focus on getting the big 
decisions right, BGA Chairman Patrick 
Naegeli, supported by Chief Executive 
Pete Straiten, began a keynote BGA Briefing 
immediately prior to the Association's 
Annual General Meeting. 

Patrick drew a parallel between the 
importance of these factors in gliding and 
how vital it is to understand and correctly 
interpret data as we develop our Association 
to meet changing needs. As a case in point, 
he reviewed the demonstrable progress 
following the winching safety initiative over 
the last two years and commented on data 
related to glider pilot age profile trends. 

Three increasing pressures that the BGA 
faces at national level were identified by 
Patrick: the workload on the organisation, 
the need for volunteers and the demands of 
a fast-changing environment. He noted that 
clubs have their own challenges in respect 
of volunteer resource, but urged people to 
consider volunteering at national level, ev n 
if only for a short-term project. 

Pete Stratten then summarised how the 
BGA currently believes forthcoming 
maintenance regulation and, later, pilot 
licensing regulation will affect individuals 
and how the Association is central to 
achieving the aim of achieving regulatory 
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compliance within a pragmatic, BGA
managed framework that will minimise 
hassle and cost to the gliding community. 
He noted that there are significant 
challenges ahead, how important it is for 
everyone to work together as the regulatory 
environment develops, and in particular to 
respond to BGA information, promulgated 
on the BGA website at www.gliding.co.uk, 
regarding EASA and CAA consultations. 

Continuing the theme of correctly 
interpreting data, Patrick then described 
BGA activity leading up, and during the 
current CAA phase two Mode 5 
consultation, which ends on May 31, 2008. 
He described how the CAA's new Mode 5 
proposals, despite the welcome change of 
approach following the 2006 consultation, 
are still a major issue for gliding and, noting 
that the devil is in the detail, urged 
members to understand the issues by 
referring to the relevant pages of the BGA 
website and to respond by May 31. 

Closing this session, Patrick returned to 
the theme of correctly interpreting patterns 
to inform decision making. By way of 
example, he briefly identified the 
development of ultra-light self-launching 
sailplanes and the need for BGA to ensure 
that this newly emerging ategory of glider 
und their future owners' and operators' 
needs are properly understood and can be \ . 
fully integrated into our sport at all lev Is. ~ 

Above: A packed BGA briefing session (/an Strachan) 

Below: BGA Chairman Patrick Naege/i at the BGA 

Briefing immediately prior to the AGM (Alto) 
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BGA WEEKEND 

Gathering of the clubs 
BGA Development Officer 
Alison Randle reports on the 
Governance Conference, which 
brought together club officials 
from across the U K 

THIS year the Chairmen's Conference 
was given new surround ings - a 
different venue and a new format. 

Gliding clubs from all corners of the UK sent 
delegates to the event, which ran alongside 
the usual BGA AGM and Conference 
(see ppiB-21 ) . There was a good 
representation from Scotland that included 
Robert Tait, who drove to the English 
Midlands from the Scottish Highlands to 
attend. Harry Boyle joined us from the 
Ulster GC. A car-load of delegates from 
Dartmoor m<Jde a day trip of it and the 
Welsh clubs were represented by Black 
Mountains and North Wales. Fifty clubs 
were represented in total, which meant that 
club representation at the BGA AGM was at 
its highest for years. Not everyone left 
immediately after the Governance 
Conference closed; some club officials were 
able to stay on to enjoy the final session of 
the Sporting Conference and the evening's 
presentations and entertainments that 
fo llowed. 

Networking 
Diana King welcomed delegates and ran 
through the various housekeeping points. 
This included ontinu ing w ith an idea from 
the previous hairmen's Conierence, 18 
months ago, of "M aking it Happen In Rea l 
Life When You Get Home" or MIHIRLWYGH 
(pronounced "murlwig") . 

We've all been to conferences where you 

Ben A/colt, left, CAA Head of Licensing, with the 

BGA 's David Roberts at the conference 
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leave with lots of great ideas and good 
intentions, but frankly the pace ilnd volume 
of all the ordinary stuff is such that time slips 
by and you don't quite ever get round to it. 
So we included MIHIRLWYGH note sheets 
in the delegate packs to help everyone to 
record and action those good ideas and 
intentions. 

Th is year, most clubs sent teams of 
delegates. Many sent four while Windrushers 
just beat the Derby & Lanes team's total of 
six by sending seven club reps to the 
Governance Conference. We hope that the 
resulting discussions both between and 
with in clubs will have been beneficial. 

We are always keen to encourage clubs to 
share their ideas with one another. In 
addition to the Good Pr<Jctice Scheme, 
where clubs an w in va luable pri zes, we 
were keen to find more ways for clubs to 
network. Diana came up with the idea of a 
networking board with two halves where 
clubs cou ld place post-it notes either asking 
for or offering ideas about to specific 
challenges gliding clubs could f<Jce. 

Quickly nicknamed "Diana's speed-dating 
board", it attracted several messages, so 
we've made a start. Hopefully this new 
feature wil l be better used in future years. 

Morning session 
Time before the coffee break was spent 
discussing areas of legislation and 
bureaucracy of interest to clubs. Delegates 
got actively involved by asking many 
questions and good-humoured discussions 
took place after each of the three sessions. 

Roger Coote led with a resume of the way 
that rates are worked out for ai rfields. In 
addition to summarising the m thods, he was 
able to provide preliminary results from the 
quarler of clubs who have responded to the 
confidential questionnaire he had previously 
circulated and to discuss the BGA's futu re 
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Above: Patrick Naegeli and Diana King at the Open 

Forum for club chairman, which concluded the day 

I 

Below: Club representatives in the Treasurers ' Forum 

strategy in relation to rates. There are many 
opportun ities in this area and Roger 
encouraged clubs to support the BGA's work, 
to work with the rating authority to ensure 
the rates are set correctly and to apply for 
ra te relief wherever possible. 

Next up was Phil Burton with a briefing 
for club chairmen on the important changes 
to legislation relat ing to child protection and 
vu lnerable adu lts and the impact this will 
have on gliding clubs. Later in the day, Phil 
illso ran a separate workshop session for 
Club Chi ld Protection O fficers. 

Pete Stratten rounded the morning off by 
providing a short presentation on some 
issues surrounding continuing airworthiness 
that clubs wi ll need to be aware of. Pete also 
introduced Peter )ohnson, the BGA's new 
Airworthiness Quality Manager, to delegates; 
a number of club cha irmen were able to ta lk 
to him during conference breaks. 

After coffee, four clubs shared thei r 
experiences in "The Club Slot" . This year the 
BGA Development Team had approached 
clubs who seem to have a very good tria l 
lesson conversion rate. This is an area where 
the smaller clubs appe<H to be doing rather 
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The event provided an opportunity to gather useful 

information on paper and in person (He/en Evans) 

well. 11 is also an area where a large volume 
of tri al les~ons can obscure club flying to 
such an •xtent that it can cause members to 
leave and could contribute to the co llapse 
ofaclub. 

Robert Tail, who had driven eleven hours 
to be with us (never in the history of human 
conferences has so far been driven for such 
a short slot), earned warm applause by 
sharing the experi ences of Highland GC: the 
breakdown of their flying day and the 
effective way that they prioriti se the use of 
club gliders and instructors for different 
activities. 

Mike Fairclough from D von & Somerset 
GC described their customer ca re 
programme and revea led, in a totally 
unassuming way, that from every ten tri al 
lessons they carry out, th ey expect to recruit 
one new club member. 

Derrick Sandford of Shenington GC 
shared its new strategy and customer ca re 
programme and how they use a pre-booking 
sess ion to ensure that club flying is not 
swamped. 

Finall y, Keith Batty from York Gliding 
entre set out how, hav ing reJched 

saturation point in terms of the numbers of 
trial lesson flights they carry out, they have 
found alternative ways of getting their 
airfield to eJrn them more money. Some of 
these diversi fication activities have brought 
additional security benefits by having people 
on si te for longer hours. 

The four clubs had clearly put tremendous 
effort into their presentations and we thank 
them for their time and effort. 

Afternoon session 
Thanks to the combined format, a new 
element at the beginning of the afternoon 
sess ion of the Chairmen's Conference was 
being able to welcome a number of 
delegates who had been given BGA 
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Diplomas and other acco lades during the 
AGM. The significance of these BGA 
Diplomas is that the recip ients have been 
nominated by their lubs in recognition of 
their hard work and ded ication. 

This year, we were also delighted to 
discover that the BGA Development 
Committee Chairman, Diana King, had been 
awarded a BGA Silver Medal for her 
outstanding servi ces to gliding. So it was 
smil es all round as we plunged back into the 
business of the ,1ftern oon. 

Hugh Browning bcgcm by introducing the 
BGA Safety Management System Review 
that the Safety Com mittee hJs just 
commenced before moving on to the core of 
the safety briefing for club chairmen. With 
the new lower rate of winching acc idents 
holding steady for another year, we are only 
one year away from being certJ in that the 
winching safety initiative has been 
successful. For thi s Hugh congratulated lub 
chairmen and asked them to congratulate 
their CFis, instructors and club members for 
their work in this area. 

He then drew delegatt;s' attention to other 
areas of concern and to the new BGA 
publication Glider Accidents in 2007, and 
asked them to help thei r CFis to maintain 
future safety work. 

Top: Andy Miller (right) led a Governance Forum: 

Above left: Devon & Somerset GC's Mike Fairclough 

was one of four chairmen presenting '"the Club Slot"; 

Above right: Peter John son, the BGA 's new 

Airworthiness Quality Manager, at the conference. 

The event was attended by chairmen, treasurers. 

marketing, operations and child protection officials 

from at least 50 clubs. The BGA Development Team 

would like to thank: all the presenters and club 

participants for putting in a full day's work despite 

the distractions; volunteers Devin Giddings, Paul 

Bendrey, Kirsty Cote and Andy Langton, Lizzie 

and Kay/eigh; BGA support staff. Debbie, Jess, 

Beverley and Terry, and C/aire Emson and her team 

The last presentation of the day gave me 
an opportunity to highlight to delega tes just 
how much they do and how well - J 
celebration of club fl ying. We also spent 
time looking at some low-cost, small-sca le 
so lutions that can help in the continuing 
bJttle for club surviva l. This is an immense 
subject, but gliding clubs <J re special places, 
due in no small part to the unique culture 
thJt is derived from the w<Jy we all trust one 
<J nother with our lives on a dai ly basis . 

Finally Patrick Naege li chaired the Open 
Forum, which opened with a question about 
crossover to civilian gliding and recognition 
of ATC instructors . We were fortunate to 
have Myke Falvey, Officer in Command of 
the Air Cadet Central Gliding School at 
Syerston in the aud ience, so a useful 
discussion ensued. Thi s is an area that is 
covered by several ongoing and planned 
Jreas for BGA work, including instructor 
licensing, the content of instruct ion, 
interchange between the two organisations 
and encouraging young people to glide. 
Other questions inc luded the possible 
development of an instructor pool and a 
discussion about the wider use of simulators. 
Patri ck thanked those involved with the 
organi sa tion of the event before bringing 
the conference to a close. ~ 

Governance Forums 
THE Governance Conference, attended by some 

150 pre-booked delegates and designed to directly 

support club officials, included a core Chairman"s 

Conference and three separate forums - for 

marketing, operations and treasurers. 

Previously developed by John Birch and 

facilitated on the day by Mike Jordy, the treasurers' 

forum focused on Community Amateur Sports Club 

status during which Les Kaye gave an informed 

presentation , including advice regarding taxation. 

Other issues discussed included club management 

software and site use diversification. 

With future pilot licensing from 2010 and 

associated new processes very much in mind, Andy 
Miller, a member. 'of the BGA's future licence 

working group, presented an assessment of the 

current status of the future EASA glider pilot licence 

regime and the possible effect on clubs and pilots. 

He went on to discuss the emergence of ultralight 

gliders, closing the session by facilitating a number 

of discussions, which benefited from the 

attendance of Ben Alcott, CAA Head of Licensing, 

alongside a large group of club olficials with 

significant experience in all aspects of gliding 

training and operations. 

Prior to the event, an external sports marketing 

professional had visited a number of BGA clubs. His 

experiences were described during a very well

attended marketing forum facilitated by Marilyn 

Hood and Keith Auchterlonie ; it provided helpful 

and independent insight to a number of discussions 

and question and answer sessions. 

Written feedback from the sessions indicates that 

although there are issues that are probably 

inevitable when trialling a new format . the forums 

were on the whole very informative and highly 

relevant to those who attended. 
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BGA WEEKEND 

Winning flights: 2007 
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Brian Spreckley presented these trophies at the 
BGA dinner: 

1. California In England - Kay Draper, Lasham 
Longest handi pped flight by a iern<~le pi lot 
July 30, 2007, 7 14krn (h;mdicapped), 757km (true) 

2. Chris Wills Trophy -Peter Hibbard, Essex 
& Suffolk 
Winner, vVooden Ladder (1 0,465pts) 

3. Phi I Lever - Mark Holden, Surrey & Hants 
Most Promising Junior Pilot 

4 . John Hands - Hugh Brookes 
For outstanding support for the organising and 
running of competitions 

5. L duGarde Peach Trophy- Kevin Hook, SGU 
Winner, \1\ieekend National Ladder (16,922pts) 

6. Spitfire Trophy -Will Ell is, Essex & Suffolk 
Winner, junior National Ladder (1 !l,408pts) 

7. Goldsborough- Gill Spreckley (/eft) 
& Sarah Kelman 
Highest-pia ed pilot(s) in previous World 
Championships 
Standard & Club Class Gold medals in 2007 
\Nomen's World Championships 

8. Frank Foster Trophy- Roy Wilson, Deeside 
Fastest handicapped 500km 
August JO, 2007, IJ 7km/h (handicapped), 
1 51 km/h (truE') 

BGA 1 OOOkm Trophy -John Williams, SGU 
Fastest flight over I ,OOOkm 
April 8, 2007 I ,002km at 132km/h (true) 

Wake field Trophy- John Williams, SGU 
Longest handicapped distance: two circuits of 
768km task 
August 30, 2007, 1 ,362km (handicapped), 
1 ,536km (true) 

Furlong Trophy - Edward Downham, London 
Long , t handicapped triangle 
Ju ly 30, 2007, 712km (handicapped), 826km (true) 

Manio Cup - Kevin Hook, SGU 
Fastest handicapped JOOkm 
January 4, 2007, 196.1 km/h (handicapped). 
190.2km/h (true) 

Volk Trophy- Roy Pentecost, Lasham 
Longest handicapped out & return 
July 30, 2007, 650km (handicapped), 676km (true) 

Seager Trophy - Edward Downham 
& Amelia Nash, London 
Longest handicapped distance in a two-seater 
August 8, 2007, 735km (handicapped) 

De Havilland Trophy- Kevin Hook, SGU 
Greatest gain of height 
January 2, 2007, 22 .07 1 ft height gain (max 
24,446it) 

Enigma Trophy- John Williams, SGU 
Winner, Open National Ladder (33,J85pts) 

Firth Vickers Trophy - Edward Downham, London 
Second Place, Open National Ladder (24,374pts) 

Slingsby Trophy - Bruce Cooper, Edensoaring 
Second Place, Weekend National Ladder 
( 1 6,514pts) 

Rex Pilcher Trophy- Santiago Cervantes, SGU 
Ju ly 30, 2007- earliest Diamond distance 
in the year 
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LX avionics Ltd 
Distributor for: 

LX Navigation www.lxnavigation.si • Filser Electronic GmbH www.filser.de 
Flarm Technology www.flarm.com 

www.lxavionics.co.uk for more information 

TRANSCEIVERS 

!~"~kwerk ))) 
ATR833 

ATR500 
Discount price: 
£749.00 

previously 
Filser GmbH 

Meets the forcoming 
8.33kHz spacing 
Discount Price: 
£1269.00 

TRANSPONDERS 
TRT 800 
for use up to 15,000ft 
over 2000 now 1n use 
Discount price: 
£1549.00 

TRT 800A 

TRT 800H 
for use up to 35,000ft 
Discount price: 
£1729.00 

for use up to 35,000ft 
Discount price: £1729.00 

***NEW*** 
Metal Hydride Glider/Light Aircraft 

Batteries for High Power and 
Lighter Power/Weight and longer 

life than lead acid - Now available 
www.avionics.co.uk for details 

Due to current exchange rate 
volatility please check the 
website for latest prices 

LX VARIOMETERS 
2008 RANGE LX Navigation 

LX8000 

With Flarm 
£3995.00 
Without 
Flarm 
£3495.00 

r -- . 

LX 7007 
Basic 
£2239.00 

. . M. . -.- -

LX 1600 
£1099.00 

LX 16 
Club 
£399.00 

LX 160Si 

LX 7007 

With Flarm 
£3389.00 

Without Flarm 
£2875.00 

LX-Nav 
£1499.00 

£964.00 

2 Seater options available for all vari
ometers except LX Nav and 
LX 1600 

INSTRUMENTS 
Winter Instruments 
Airspeeds, Altimeters, 
Compasses, Variometers, 
Slip balls and more ... 
Form 1 or FAA Release 
included 

FLIGHT 
RECORDER 
Colibri v4 
£629.00 

SWISS FLARM 
£499.00 

• SD card slot is standard 
(SO card not mcluded) 

• Logger is standard 
(non -IGC) 

LX Red Box 
Flarm 
• Without SD Card 

and Logger 
£499.00 

• With SD Card 

LXf• rm 

and Logger £549.00 
(non -IGC) 

-~-

LX Mini Box Flarm 
• Without SD Card 

and Logger £479.00 
• With SD Card 

and Logger £519.00 
(non -IGC) 

Colibri v5 - Flarm 
£1054.00 with 
standard display 
£1189.00 with 
graphic display 

Wing Dollies 
From £259.00 

www.lxavionics.co.uk • Prices shown in this advert include VAT 17.5% 

--- -
Contact: John Delafield 07850 950349 or 01865 374125 E-mail: John@lxavionics.co.uk • www.lxavionics.co.uk 

or your regular supplier Prices at www.lxavionics.co.uk Add p&p to all prices E and OE 
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MODE S CONSULTATION 

The BGA view on Mode S 
BGA Chief Executive Pete 
Stratten offers the BGA 
perspective on the .latest 
CAA proposals on Mode S 
- and urges you to stand up 
and be counted 

AS YOU nre well aware, the BGA 
works closely through its eo-opted 
volunteer experts and profess ional 

staff to engage with all the appropriate 
agencies, and in particular the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA), to ensure that 
gliding operates sa fely and responsibly 
within the UK airspace env ironment, with 
due care for public safety and the needs of 
other airspace users. 

We all also know that Commercial ;\ir 
Transport (CAT) is continuing to grow at, for 
the environment at least, an alarming rate 
and that the government supports that 
approach. Clearly our freedoms and 
interests will continue to be overlooked 
unless we - as gliding participants and 
major stakeho lders in UK airspace - are 
willing to stand up and be counted. Your 
opinion will again be needed before the 
end of May this year. 

The story so far 
In 2006, the CAA published a consultation 
that proposed that all aircraft should be 
equipped with ModeS transponders when 
flying in any classification of UK airspace, 
anywhere in the UK. UK glider pilots were 
foremost amongst a huge swell of 
opposition from within air sports to a 
seriously flawed series of recommendations 
and proposals within what is now known as 
the Phase 1 Mode S consultation. Readers 
will recall that the thrust of the underlying 
proposal was that the growth in UK aviation 
increases the likelihood of collisions. In fact 
the BGA identified that available data 
shows that the "need" for transponders in 
gliders cannot be substantiated. 

The BGA also made it clear that the 
point made by the CAA in the Phase I 
consultation that "any safety improvements 
will, therefore, need to be put in place 
before air traffic levels can be allowed to 
increase" is not supported by evidence and 
it follows that natural growth in aviation 
can proceed without adopting the proposa l 
to carry ModeS in sailplanes and other 
aircraft in all airspace. 

The BGA also identified that some of the 
flaws in the Phase 1 consultation could 
have been addressed earlier had CAA 
consulted with the gliding community 
during the development of its consultation 
document. 
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lt is clea r now that the CAA is willing to 
listen to informed stakeholder opinion and 
Phase ·1 is, at least for now, history- and in 
a large part because of your invo lvement. 

What happens now? 
Phase 2, a completely new Mode S 
equipage consultation based on four 
proposed options, has now been published 
with a consultation closing date of May 31, 
2008. 

This consultation differs significantly 
from Phase ·1, not only because it does not 
propose ModeS equipage in all categories 
of airspace, but also because it was held 
ha k until the CAA had spent some time 
consu lting with air sports - but perhaps not 
accepting many of the views provided 
regarding the all- important potential impact 
of proposed change as well as the style and 
format of the consultation itself. 

What does the Phase 2 consultation 
propose, and what are the issues for the 
gliding community? Essentially the CAA has 
identi fied that for safety reasons the 
forecast growth and changing method of 
operation of Commercial Air Transport, 
supported by UK Government strategy, will 
require more efficient airspace 
management and significantly improved 
interoperability with collision avoidance 
systems if airspace segregation is to be 
minimised. 

There are four options proposed, three 
of which directly affect all glider pilots. The 
fourth relates to crossing international 
boundaries and is more of an issue for our 
powered flying colleagues. 

Option 1 essentially mandates the carriage 
and operation of Mode S transponders on 
all aircraft operating within controlled 
airspace of classifica tion A to E. 

T11e CAA aims to create an environment 
in which the position and al titude of all 
aircraft w ithin controlled airspace is known 
to ATC and commercial ai r transport anti
collision systems (such as TCAS). The 
consultation goes on to identify that there 
are technica l and economic problems 
associated with equipping certain 
ca tegories of aircraft and that where ATC 
units approve, existing letters of agreement 
that allow access to controlled access 
would remain. 

it would be easy to assume that a glider 
equipped with Mode S could ga in access 
to contro lled airspace. However, the 
consultation makes it clear that because of 
controller issues, access would be an 
exceptional situation. In terms of the to 
date extremely successful letters of 
agreement, it is clear that ongoing 
airspace growth will require additional 

letters of agreement and that rei iance on 
the goodwill of ATC units is hardly a 
committed approach to meeting our 
needs. 

Option 2 is a proposa l to implement a 
formal process to support applications for 
"Transponder Mandatory Zones" (TMZs) 
outside controlled airspace. The CAA 
already has TMZs within its airspace 
toolbox and they have been established in 
the past on very rare occasions. The BGA 
believes that the consultation does not 
identify a justi fiable need for widespread 
use of TMZs. Add itionally, the BCA 
believes that TMZs must not be used to 
control risks that arc not uniform across 
airspace users. For example, requiring 
gliders to equip with ModeS to access a 
TMZ that has been established because 
of aeroplane infri ngements is a 
disproportionate approach, particularly as 
is currently a case in point, gl iders w ith 
moving maps are already recognised as 
effective mitigation of the risk of airspace 
infringement. it's clear that a robust and fa ir 
process akin to CAP 725 that takes the 
above point into consideration must govern 
TM Z development. 

Option 3 includes gliders in the SSR 
transponder ca rri age requirements. The 
Air Navigation Order currently excludes 
gliders from the list of aircraft requi red to 
ca rry transponders. By includ ing gliders 
in the ANO requirement for transponder 
carriage, gliders would join aeroplanes in 
having to ca rry a Mode S transponder 
w hen flying above FLI 00. This cuts off all 
flight above FU 00 by non-transponder 
gliders. This is an extremely serious issue 
for a number of small businesses - gl iding 
c lubs - that support pilots in areas of lee 
wave and of course for a large number of 
glider pi lots. The BGA recognises that the 
consultation identifies the possibility of 
access to defined areas of non
transponder airspace- effectively TRA(G) 
- but believes that there is no commitment 
demonstrated- and, indeed, based on 
experience following the development of 
TRA(G) above FL 19S, CAT and Mil itary 
traffic will be given priority, regardless of 
the demonstrated r isk. This approach is 
clearly d isproportionate. 

The consultation itself 
The consul tation process is to a certain 
extent defined by government guidelines. 
As such, the CAA has already outlined its 
proposals to the Department for Transport. 
Public consultation is viewed as important 
but is certainly not viewed as negotiation. 
it is clear from the way CAA responded to 
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Gliding and CAT operations are not mutually exclusive -here they're seen co-existing successfully at the country's largest gliding site, Lasham (He/en Evans) 

the Phase 1 consultation feedback that 
numbers of responses are extremely 
important. But it's not only numbers 
independent, clea r, rati onal and obje tivc 
feedback is very important if the CAA is to 
full y apprec iate the concern s and 
oppos iti on to elements of the proposa ls by 
glider pi lots, who are a large segment of 
the UK airspace stakeholders that the CAA 
ex ists to support. 

Although the new Mode 5 proposals are 
less extreme than those described in phase 
1, the BGA believes it is critica l that al l 
glider pilots, clubs and other businesses 
within the glid ing community consider 
the facL~ and respond to this consul ta tion. 
The Associa tion has a webpage 
(www.g liding.eo.uk/bga infola irspace/modes 
2008. htm), which in cludes link to the 
consultati on il nd guidance to help w ith 
responses, as we ll as the BGA's own draft 
response document, which wi ll be made 
ava ilable for reference. 

To further support members' needs, the 
BGA is facilitating three meetings at which 
CAA representatives wi ll present details of 
all four proposals and answer questions. 
O ne was due to be held at the Scotti sh 
Gliding Centre in late March. Two more 
evening meetin gs, at Pocklington and 
Lasham in ea rl y April , are detai led on the 
BGA webs ite and in the box (right). ~ 

April - May 2008 

How to make your voice heard 
IF YOU want to make the most effective contribution you can to the debate and help inform 
the authorities' thinking on this critical issue , these are the three simple 
things to do: 

1. Understand the CAA's proposals 
tt's really important to form your own views by read ing and absorbing the CAA's proposals. 
If you are one of the thousands of pilots or businesses that responded to the 2006 
consultation, you'll be pleased to hear that the new proposals are very much shorter and 
much easier to assimilate than the 2006 documents. You can access them at 
http://www.caa.co.ukldefault.aspx?catid= 1698&pagetype=90&pageid=9307 or, if it's easier 
than typing in all that, click the link on the BGA Mode S web page mentioned in (2) below. 
The CAA is also producing a CD covering the proposals. 

2. Take a look at what the BGA thinks 
The views of the BGA's Mode S Working Group are outlined in the accompanying article by 
Pete Straiten. Updates and, in due course, the BGA's own formal response to the 
consultation , will be available at www.gliding.co.uk/bgainfol airspace/modes2008.htm along 
with a link to the related CAA web pages. 

3. Give the CAA your feedback 
Once you've reflected on what the CAA is suggesting and had the chance to consider the 
BGA experts' views, make sure your own voice is heard: 
• Attend one of the consultation meetings being held at Lasham - April 4 - and 

Pocklington - April 11 . Further details are on the BGA website. 
• Respond to the CAA in your own words before the end of May. You can use the 

online form on the CAA website, email your response or write to the address suppl ied 
on the relevant page of the CAA website. 

Remember, your views count. 
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telephone 01608 677208 

Sailplane & Gliding 



MODE S CONSULTATION 

What the CAA Mode 5 Team thinks 
Helen Evans reflects on her 
interview with the CAA's Andy 
Knill and John Banks about the 
Authority's Mode S proposals, 
currently out for consultation 

IT WAS the chance many of you might 
willingly have swapped a Diamond day 
for- the opportunity to question the people 

behind the CAA:s latest ModeS proposals. 
Scheduled to last half an hour, my phone 
call to Andy Knill (Head of Surveillance and 
Spectrum Management at the Directorate of 
Airspace Policy) and his team rnember John 
Banks actually took twice as long. While 
I appreciated the time they devoted to it, 
I must admit I hadn't· been looking forward 
to this interview- any more, I suspect, than 
you are looking forward to wading through 
yet another set of regulatory proposals. 

My problem - and perhaps yours, too, as 
you consider reading the documents and 
responding- is that I'm no expert on this 
important subject and, even before the CAA 
had called to offer 5&-G this interview, I'd 
asked the BGA's Mode S Working Group to 
provide its analysis for us (see p26). So I told 
the CAA that this is simply my own personal 
take on ModeS, as a glider pilot who'll be 
affected by whatever is finally decided. That 
applies to this article, too - there really is no 
substitute for reading the original CAA and 
BGA information and making up your own 
mind. This page only scratches the surface. 

So how exactly, I asked Andy Knill, have 
the CAA's proposals changed since 2006? 
And, if these were implemented, what they 
would really mean for glider pilots? The big 
change from last time is that the CAA is no 
longer arguing that all aircraft in all airspace 
in the UK should carry ModeS transponders. 
That's great news, and a credit not only to 
the people and businesses who made their 
views known last time round but also to the 
CAA for listening. The new proposals would, 
instead, require Mode S transponders in 
gliders in Class A-E airspace, and .1bove 
FL 100, along with a new process for 
establishing Transponder Mandatory Zones 
(TMZs) outside controlled airspace. 

These look like much more reasonable 
ideas, and the first problem is one that the 
CAA itself acknowledges: a fundamental 
issue for gliding is equipment suitability. 
There are genuine difficulties with fitting 
transponders to gliders: limited space, power 
generation, antenna placement, weight limits 
and the proportionality of costs. The CAA 
says it will continue to work with the 
GA community to help identify measures to 
accommodate such aircraft and maximise 
their freedom of movement without- and 
here's the caveat - compromising "the over
all safety and efficiency benefits" of ModeS. 
John Banks also cited the work the CAA has 
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done at European level and elsewhere to try 
to push the development of a low-powered 
transponder. But the CAA adds that this not 
essential, because there are transponders 
already on the market. .. As far as costs are 
concerned, in Andy Knill's words: "The CAA 
still recognises cost issues and is working 
with Government and others to see if there 
are any ways that these can be addressed". 

So, to TMZs. The CAA emphasised that the 
plan is to have a process in place by March 
2009- that it isn't intending to rush out and 
blanket the country with these zones. TMZs, 
Andy Knill says, w ill be "specific, targeted 
and the minimum size necessary to address 
safety concerns'' -for example, where a mix 
of activities (say military and GA flying) 
creates a choke route, or a development 
causes a problem for radar services, or to 
address a need identified by a service 
provider. A couple of service providers are 
already in informal talks with the CAA about 
the concept, he added. Who? "A couple 
of airports have asked us about them as a 
possibility and they have been mentioned 
by NATS," he replied. An interesting insight 
into CAA thinking came out as we discussed 
TMZs. I queried the rationale of setting up a 

'We have to take the balanced 
view of managing requirements 
and when I say we want to work 
with GA, that's a very genuine 

intention' 

TMZ for gliders on the basis of airspace 
infringements, given that statistics suggest 
glider infringements aren't a major issue. The 
problem, Andy Knill replied, is that gliders 
aren't picked up on radar. Th is seems to me 
to be policy making based on an assumption 
-that gliders are infringing airspace but not 
being recorded - rather than on evidence. 

\.Yhat, then, about the need to carry 
transponders ahove FL 1 00? it's a subject 
dear to my heart because I did my Gold 
height in Pennine wave, launching from 
Sutton Bank in my 1960s wood-and-fabric 
K6cR and soaring to more than 12,000ft 
amsl. One of the high spots of my life, 
literally and figuratively. What Andy Knill 
said is that the CAA has already created 
TRA(G)s above FL 195 and if the proposal is 
implemented as it stands, the CAA would be 
looking to extend TRA(G)s down to FL 100 
where the safety case allows it. There's a 
genuine commitment to work with the BGA, 
he adds, on how to establish access for all 
BGA members that operate above FL 1 00 
and are not already transponder equipped. 

Finally, whenever I train people how to 
deal with being interviewed by the media, 
I ask them to decide what their three key 
messages will be - that's industry standard 
practice. I thought it would be interesting to 
ask the CAA what its three were for this 

interview. Andy Knill identified them as: 
• "To maintain existing safety levels whilst 
dealing with continued growth in commercial 
air transport and meeting the demands on 
airspace from a disparate set of airspace 
users, the only viable alternative to the lack 
of interoperability would be increased 
segregation. We do not believe this would 
be in the best interests of the vast majority 
of airspace users. 
• The CAA recognises the concerns of the 
gliding community regarding glider-on-glider 
collision risks and will continue to work 
with the BGA on this issue. 
• This is a real public consultation and the 
CAA is genuinely interested in the constructive 
views of respondents. There are also a 
number of specific questions asked in the 
consultation material and answers to these 
will help refine any assumptions that have 
been made in the document." 

And this was an interesting reply because, 
for me, these points don' t address what 
I think might be the fundamental concern 
of many glider pilots who take the trouble to 
read the proposals in detail. Because my 
own big worry is, as I said to Andy Knill , 
there is no firm commitment that I can see 
in this consultation document to ensuring 
that these potentially workable solutions 
WILL definitely happen. 

"I think the problem is," he replied, "that 
we are never going to satisfy people unless 
we can give them a 1 00 per cent guarantee 
at the outset. This is not meant to sound pat: 
there are a complex set of issues here to be 
looked at.'' The CAA has to be reasonable, 
fair, equitable and transparent in process, 
he added: it has to address conflicting needs 
and it's very easy to see only one perspective. 
" I can understand scepticism on the part of 
the gliding community," he added. "We have 
to take the balanced view of managing these 
requirements and when I say we want to 
work with GA that's a very genuine 
intention. I think at this stage none of us can 
foresee completely into the future. We can 
simply state it's our intention to address 
these issues and put arrangements into place 
to do that". 

In conclusion, the UK's aviation regulators 
and its increasingly-regulated gliding 
commun ity may not see eye to eye on Mode 
S. But what the BGA and CAA definitely 
have in common is the hope that you will 
formally respond to the latest consultation 
with your objective, evidence-based and 
honestly-held views on a subject that has 
clearly mobilised glider pilots in way that 
no other has. And, of course, you don't have 
to sacrifice that Diamond day for the chance 
to meet the CAA ModeS Team- all it takes 
is an evening of your time. There are still 
two meetings you can attend, at Lasham on 
April 4 and Pocklington on April 11. 

As for your consultation response, the \ . 
deadline1s May 31. Please don't miss it. ~ 
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Opposite and above: Phi/ King in LS8-18 618 ridge-soaring the Long Mynd this February (Alto 07831 661757) 

Left: Phi/'s flight (in red) involved routing round a lot of airspace and radioing up to cross more (See You) 

Carlisle to Plymouth 
Try a downwind dash and then 
enjoy watching the countryside 
roll by, urges Phil King in this 
account of a 600km flown from 
Cumbria to Devon 

THE air tr<lffi controller waved goodbye 
and climbed the control tower sta irs. 
As we drove the trailer away across 

the floodlit Tarmac. past the empty passenger 
terminal and past the hangars it went dark 
behind us. Off went the runway lights 
and flood lighting, then final ly way up in the 
control tower the dim lights went off, just 
leaving a cmck of light spilling out of the 
nearly closed hangar doors. 

The long day was ending in a way which 
we had never imagined just 12 hours earlier. 

Diana and I had spent the last week of 
April 2006 near the Scottish border, soaring 
out of CMiisle airport on an expedi tion 
organ ised by Neil Moffat and Pete 
Whitehead. The exJJedition had ended on 
Friday but John Allan had agreed to do a 
couple more aerotows before leaving on the 
Saturday morning to allow An ne Walker and 
me to fly our gliders south instead of taking 
them back in their trailers. 

So Anne and I had taken off with the plan 
of flying south along the Eden V<.~ll ey, then 
crossing eastwards over the Pennines via 
Wensleydale, and then to con tinue south 
towards our respective home sites. My goal 
was Snitterfield, just south of Birmingham, 
and on th Friday night a 300 km flight had 
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seemed an appropriate length of task. 
Anne went first in her Mosquito and was 

soon on her way. I told Diana, who was 
crewing for me that day, that I would see 
her at our home club of Snitterfield and 
followed Anne southwards. 

As we crossed the Pennines together, with 
80km already done I began to rea lise that 
the weather justified a much, much longer 
task and to me that meant aiming for Land's 
End. I cal led Diana on 130.1 MHz to tell her 
I was heading for Cornwall, but I couldn't 

'The day was dying and the 
view ahead was challenging 
- high, rough ground and 
no obvious source of lift' 

make contact. Pau l Kite had taken off from 
Carlisle after us in the Grob 109 en route to 
Lasham and he relayed for me. On hearing 
the message, Diana reportedly said " I' ll sort 
him out later" ! (What she actua lly said was 
"We' ll sort it out later.") 

Now that I had a challenging task I sa id 
goodbye to An ne and started to push on 
faster round the eastern perimeter of the 
Leeds-Bradford zone, aiming to keep east of 
the East Midlands zone. All went well until, 
squeezing between East Midlands and the 
Langar parachute dropping zone, I missed a 
couple of clouds, lost my rhythm, and found 
myself sudden ly low near Leicester airfield. 
While I found and worked a weak thermal 
I alled Leicester to tell them I was low on 
the edge of their ATZ and might need to 

land. When I eventually got going cga in 
I thanked Leicester for their help and aimed 
for the south-west. 

With a Skt wind behind me the kilometres 
and countryside rolled by and I was soon 
squeezing between th _ Lyneham and Bristol 
zones. Ahead I cou ld see that, as is usual in 
a north wind, the Somerset Levels were blue 
and likely to be a problem. So south of 
Glastonbury I selected rny fi rst cloud climb, 
w hich took me to ov r 6,000ft and enabled 
me to glide across the blue gap to the 
Blackdown Hills. Taking two more cloud 
climbs (wh ich didn't go so high) I continued 
on track, going straigh t over Dunkeswell 
after calling them to check that there was no 
parachuting in progress. Passing the gliding 
club at North Hill I w<ts soon on the eastern 
edge of Dartmoor. 

The day was dying and the view ahead 
was challenging- high, rough ground and 
no obvious source of I ift. I wondered about 
going north of the moor, but to the south 
ther was a dark bank of cumulus, which 
looked like the remnants of a sea-breeze 
convergence. So I turned south towards 
the coast and took another cloud climb. 
When the lift died I flew west on a compass 
course, coming out of cloud on the southern 
edge of Dartmoor. 

By now it wa after 1900hrs and the sun 
w<1s low, making it difficult to s ahead. 
I thought just maybe the 9kt northerly wind 
was creating wave off the southern edge of 
Dartmoor, which could give m a few more 
kilometres. I found some lift and gained 
1 ,400ft circl ing and drifting downwind. > 
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DASHING DOWNWIND IN STYLE 

Good radio communications played a 
crucial part in the flight. Neither Carlisle nor 
Plymouth would have been so welcoming to 
a glider without radio. Leicester were happy 
because I contacted them when I was near 
or in their ATZ. I could not have safely 
overflown Dunkeswell DZ without radio 
contact. I could perhaps have saved myself 
a low point if I had established contact with 
Langar DZ or East Midlands instead of 
choosing to thread my way between those 
two zones. On the other hand, the workload 
of changing frequencies and communicating 
on the radio can be a significant distraction 
from the primary tasks of lookout and 
soaring. I feel that effective use of radio 
will increasingly be a necessary skill for 
cross-country soaring in England. 

Airspace considerations dictated much of 
my route. Manchester completely blocked 
the direct track and other regional airports 
restricted my options to route where the 
thermals were best. Proposals for zones at 
Finningley, Coventry, and Exeter could make 
flights like this increasingly difficult. 

Cloud flying isn't necessary very often, but 
sometimes it is fundamental to the success 
of a flight. it's a right the BGA must retain. 

After more than eight hours the batteries 
still had enough charge to run the artificial 
horizon, radio, logger, GPS and vario. How 
much more battery Glpacity would I have 

Husband-and-wife team Phi/ and Diana King, who own 618, both love adventurous cross-country soaring, which needed to run Mode S, too, for all that time? 
explains those Euroglide stickers on the LSB. This photo of the Brecon Beacons and Pen y Fan, seen from four Lastly, when I'm talking about gliding to 
miles south of Ta/garth, was taken at5,500ft amsl on a wave cross-country from Shobdon in January (Phi/ King) non-pilots and tell them I have flown from 

Carlisle to Plymouth they can visualise the 
> Maybe I should have treated it as wave lift Although I hadn't reached Cornwall, flight far more graphically than they can 

and headed back into wind but I was too I'd done more than 600km and had flown visualise 600km. 
impatient and continued on track. the whole length of Engl<:111d. lt was a And for me it's a flight that I' ll remember 

Finding no more lift I was soon committed personal best at that time for me, but the in more detail and with far more pleasure 
to landing. There seemed to be three real thrill for me was seeing so much of than all those worthy closed circuits that 
possibilities- a very marginal glide to England in one flight from the Pennines and I've flown in rated competitions and for the 
Dartmoor GC at Brentor, which I couldn't Yorkshire Dales in the north to Dartmoor BGA Ladder. 
see and wasn't in my GPS, d field, or and the English Channel in the south, with While you still have the chance, do have 
Plymouth airport, whose ATZ was close by. everything in between. Diana's view of the a go at flying downwind for free distance 

After a week talking daily to Carlisle same countryside from various motorways and watch the countryside roll by. You \ . 
control tower I felt happy to call Plymouth wasn't quite like mine! My afterthoughts: and your crew will have a lot of fun! ~ 
and asked for landing instructions. Five 
minutes later I touched down on the main 
runway and taxied off towards the control 
tower and passenger terminal. The previous 
week had made me competent at controlling 
the position, direction and speed of my LS8, 
61 8, so as to vacate the active runway 
quickly and safely without delaying other 
aircraft and, more importantly, without 
hitting runway lights or similar obstructions. 
After more than eight hours in the air, I got 
out and stretched, then pushed the glider 
across the grass to the TarmJc beneath the 
control tower. As I climbed the several 
flights of stairs to pay my £5 landing fee 
I remembered that the last time I had 
climbed these stairs was 22 years ago, when 
Diana declared Plymouth as the goal for a 
flight from the Long Mynd (see Going for 
Cold- the old-fashioned way, Sailplane 
& Gliding February-March 1985. p 14). Above: Phi/, seen landing at Midland GC, flew his first competition from Compton Abbas in an Olympia 463 in 

On that occasion it had been Diana who 1973, having started gliding with the ATC 44 years ago. Now he flies at Stratford in the summer, where he 

had done the long flight and me who had completed 750km last year, and from Shobdon in the winter to exploit the ridge and wave lift. S&G 's appreciative 

followed with the trailer. thanks go /o Phi/ and to Alto (07831 661757) for their success in getting these great photos at the Long Mynd 
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BGA MEMBER CLUBS 

How to find a g iding cl b ·n the UK 
If you want to try a new site, this list and the map overleaf can help. Numbers refer to locations on the map. Contact details are updated at www.gliding.co.uk, where 
affiliated university clubs are also listed. Service clubs, which may restrict c ivilian access or membership, are in green below and only UK-based ones are included 

ANOREAS GC {9): Andrcas Ai riicld, Braus1 f tHm, Le1ayrt:, 

l ~ l c oi M<~n : post d o lril nstd l Cottage. [Jurt e Vullen, M augho kl , 

R<:~ m "l'y, tSL E OF MA!\1, l,'v\7 l tV~gliding e11mdnx.nd I 

www.manxgliding.org 

1\NGLIA GC ( Ill ): Watti sh.Hn ll ;J>e. Ipswich, IP7 7RW 

t·cc.conttt1which.net I 0 149 3 75223 2 

ANCUS GC (1 ): Drumsh~1 dc F<Jrrn , ROundyhill . GIJm i.;;., 

By forfar. 0 f 'W 7 4b7&7b I intU f!!~mgu-,gliclingro. uk 

~·•ww. cmgusxlidin;;. cn. uk 

BANBURY GC (11): H inton-i n-the-Hcdges A irfield, $te.111c, 

1Jrackle\' N N ) 3 5NSI 0 1295 HII 0%1 0 12% 7204 1S 

markerins i!JJhrJ tlburyt:: lhling com I w~vw.hanhiJ f)'tlirling . com 

BANN£RDOW N FGSA G ( 12) : Kc,vi l A iriield 

013HO 8704 11 I 0791 1 S'; hh46 IWMend-ord )• numbers) 

,_JI.sta c.:ey »bannc .. rdDivn.co.uk I wvvlv.l>.·JnnercJown.< ·o. vk 

BATH, WILTS & NORTH DORSET GC (13): 

The PMk, Kingston Dc.veril l, \Narminster Bt\ 12 ?I-IF 

OlqRs 8440951 07762 7383 18 (wlel 

blvndsecretary«!!onC'tt.•l. com I w \·,·w.!Jwnd. c:o.uk 

BIDFORD GLIDING (14): Bidfnrd A irfield. ~idforcl on ,lvon 

850 4PD I 01789 772606 I ofliccfll>idti>rdglidingco.uk 

\VH' W. bicffurc}g/ ic/i nu. ("() , vk 

BLACK MOUNTAINS GC <0 61 : The Airi icld, Tolg;u lh LDJ OEI 

01 874 7 1 1 46~ I ('nquiri fPhldckmounMinsgliding.co.uk 

IYWIV.b l£l ckmountrt inss l id ing.co.uk 

80 0KER GC (15): W ycornbe Air Park, Marlow SL7 3DP 

01494 44250 1 I oti"ice61Jooker~c. nildram.co.uk 

www.bookerg lidin8.Cu.uk 

BORDERS GC (16) : n1e Airf ield . M ilfieltl, Wrx1 ler N E7 1 oi-ID 

0 1668 21 62f\4 I weekend' I 

admin ;.!rbvrdersgfiding.co.uJ.. I w\vw. bordcrsgliding. co.uk 

BOWLAND FOREST GC (1 71 : 

Lower Cock f-li ll fm. Fidd ler> l <tnl', Chipping. Preston PR3 2WN 

0 1 CJ95 6 12(17 I cnquiries@11Jfgc co.uk l ww\v. IJfgc.cu.uk 

BRISTOL & GLOUCESTERSHIRE GC (18): 

Nympsfield. Stun chouse Gl. l 0 ITX 

01 -153 8CJU J42 f ofi ice ~IJgl:{ .co.uk I wwn•.bg.gc.ro.uk 

BUCKM INSTER GC (191: Sa ltby .'\iriield, Sprnxton Rood, 

Skillington, Cranthurn NGJJ 511L! 0 1470 IJ60JH5 

officel)budm!inSU-'rgL co. 11k I www.l,ud.mins.rer;;c.u J.uk 

BURN G . (2 01: The Airfi~ l d , Pork Lone, Burn, Sdby YOB 81.W 

01 757 2702(}6 I l;urngl idinf.:cluh @btronnect.com 

\v\vw.burnglidingclub.OJ.uk 

CAIRNGORM GC (2) : t-eshif! Airstrip, feshiebndg . Kingussic , 

lnvern ·<hi re PH2 1 I 'C: I 0 IS40 6'> I J 17 

.1Jmgurmglidingdvbll'tisr,Ji i.rn .uk I www.glirlingorg 

CAMBRIDGE GLIDING CENTRE (21): Grons clen Lodge .~ iriie ld , 

l odge f- ~Hm , Longstow Ro~1d , Linlc Grwnsden, SanJ~· SG19 ~I ER 

0 1767 fl 77077 I orli'cf'~glide.co. uk I ww~·v.glide.co . uk 

Apri l - May 2008 

Ill TO N MO O R GC (21): 

orlton Moor, 1'\J r Stokesley, North Yorkshire 

0 1642 77823 4/B I S 160 (w.,.,kends unlyl 

en qui rk ·siPcariiOnmvorgl idi "~~cluh. o~~- uk 

www. c,.arlfonmoorg lid ingcluh.orgt lk 

CHANNEL GC (231: 

Wa ldersharc Park, Nr. Wh itiield, Dover, Kent CTI S 5N H 

0 1304 824B88 I secretary l!.l>channd;.:lidinfjclub.com 

~vww. channelglidin[;!club.con J 

RAI-GSA CHILTERNS CENTRE (24): RAF l ~.r l ton 

Offin• 0 12.96 bYbHl HI eng i n~\r i ng 0 129b 69(J7fJ8 

m.m,''W~rli' r.lfjJ,sa.ors I www.r.t)fr;s11 .or8 

Clli\IELAN D C (25) : Dishforth 

Clubhous(' 01423 32 164 2 I Mobile 077 79 454 124 

clcv /,1nds}jc~l'f1(Jtm.lil . co. uk I Wlvw.clevd i!ndsgJidin;::.orguk 

CONNEL GC (3): 

O bdn Airpnrl. Norlh Connel, B)' Oh~m , Argrl l PA-i 7 1 Rl 

0 163 1 710428 1 cunlld s liclingduiJ®hotmail.com 

CORNISH GLIDING & flY ING CLUB (261: 

Perr.m porth A irii e;: ld, Trevella5, N r Pcrranporth T ~6 9QB 

ComishCJidingt1laol. coml www. corn ishglidingclub.co.uk 

COTSWO LD GC (271: 

Asl.on Down Aidid d, Cuwcombe Lane, Cha lford, Slroud, 

Gloucest,rshi re G L6 81 1R I 0 1285 7&041 5 

p,l t ~llcotsi ~ Ufdgliding. co.uk I \VW\-V. COtS\·vufdt: l idint;. co.uk 

RAF COU.EG~ CRANW H L GC (28): RN Cr.rnwell 

Sleaiord, Lincolnshire l www.crc..lnll'<-'118f'.co.uk 

CROWN SERVICE GC (29): 

L.1 s h~1m 1\irii c ld , A !ton GU 34 SSS 

0 1252 54£)86 1 I metn/.;er_;;ii11CSgc.org vk I www. csgc. orguk 

DARLTON GC (JO): 

!Jarlton Ro.:td, D<trlton, nr Tuxfurd 

NG22 OTH I 07772 704 1 78 Jlaunchpoint) 

0 1777 670675 (secretJryl 

www.darltonglidingcluh.(o.uk 

DARTMOOR GLIDING SOCIETY (31 1: 

Surniord Common, ArPn tor, favistock, Devun PL 19 OLB 

0162 2 8 107 I 2 I SL>ere tary~'·danmoo~~lidinB.Co.uk 

W\V\V. d-:l rt!IICJOrgfhlingcu.uk 

DfESIDE GC (4): 

Abo~'ne Airfi eld, Di nnt• t. Aboyne, ,\ lwrdC'en f\ 133 4 ) LI3 

0 133 9 88533 9 I omcet§deesideglidingclub. co. uk 

nw \v. clt •esideglidingcluh.co.uk 

DERBYSHIRE & LANCASHIRE GC (32): 

C tmphill , Great Hucklow, Tideswcll, Bux ton, !>K 17 HRQ 

0 12'JR 871270 I dlgc@l! /idingc/(lb. org.uk 

www.dlgc.o rg uk 

DEVON & SOMERSET GC (33): 

North l li l l Alrfieltl . RrcMd hembury, Hon iton [ X 14 JLP I 

0 1404 841JBG 

!:]OdirC)1f'king#Jblueyond<.Y.co.uk I www.dsgc.co.uk 

DOR ET C (HI: Eyres Field. Purldletown Ruocl, 

l-lydC', VV<! n:~ h <~m HH2 0 7NG 

01 ~29 4055tJ<) I www.dorst~tgfidingclub.freeserve.co. uk 

clgctrialflight:; fV rl!o.J.p ipcx.nJm 

DUMFRI ES & DISTRICT GC (5) : 

FtllgunLC(lll, by Da lbc~ltli c , Dumfrie:_<. & GJ I!oway, DG5 4PH 

Ol.l87 7(J060 T I kdziPpaszki.fn.-oe:>cn•e.co.uk 

\\'W\v,pasL.ki.i reesen •e.co.ukkldgc:. lltnJ 

EAST USSEX GC CISI : 

Kitsun Fi{·ld, TI1e B ro~rlc, Ki ngml'r, Fast .S us~c·x Bl\'8 5;\f1 

0 1823 840347 I ste\'l"rt(!Jfo rsterfamily co.uk 

www.sussexglidjng. co.uk 

EDENSOARING (36): 

Sl.:elling Farm, S ~i rw it h , Penrit h, Cumbria CA 10 1 RL 

oflice edcnsoarinfi.CO.uk 

\ V \ \'\ \~ t'denso,Jring.co. uk 

ES EX cc <371: 

!"orth \ .YeJid 1\ irfi tdd, 1\.\erl in \•V<ty, North \1Vcald CM 16 (u\A 

(0 1'191 22122) 

Ridgewell Airfield, l ~rnndl s Ash, Ashen . Ridgewell CO IO Hill 

(0 1440 785 1031 

ESSEX & SUFFOLK C C (3 6): W ormingiord Airiicld, Fordhom 

Rcrad, \•Vormingford, Co lcheSll'r, C06 J AQ 

0 1206 242 596 1 Clide@e~gc. fiyer. o. uk I www.esgc.c.o.uk 

FENLAN D G (391: RAF Marham 

launchpoint mohile: 0799'1 553 42 5 

!w eekend ccveningSI 0 17b() 33726 I x714 7 

www. feni<Jmlgc.to .uk I cnqvlriest!lfenlandfjc.Co. uk 

j;()!JR COUI'ITIES (40): RM W illc·ring 

Oi H J"l 542884 (weclcends and bank holidays) 

www.fourr nunt ic•sgc.co. uk I t•nquiri( ·s ~NOwcoun tit•sgc co.uk 

fU LMAR {&): Easterton Ai riield, Birnie, Elgin, Mo~yshirc 

Posl: Ji m Ross, 12 Rose Avcnul', Elgin IVJO 1 NU 

0 1343 54 7-1 251 rossfilj im.mdrita.<Jdsll.i.J. co.uk 

W\-\'\'>~ iulmnrt: lidin!J.CO.uk 

HfliEFOROS~IIRE CC (41 ): 

Shohdon Air(,el tl, Shohdon HR6 9\JR I 0 151-.R 70a9U~ 

h,~c-s!Jobdon.com l \VW\v.shohdo n. com 

HERO GC (42): RNAS Y<"uv i lton (wo;ekl.'ndsl 

Cl ub Room: 01935 456. 51 1 Hongar: 0 1935 45!>337 or 

07946 753377 

nick wcavert/Jhotmj i /. c:.om I 0 1460 :!340 l7 

Jndyt»brriJ.ireeserve.co. uk l 0 1<· 15 4l 3J7() 

HIGH LA D CC (7): Ellstenon Airi icld. Birn ie, El)!in, M oroy<hirt•. 

f'mt to: >erut.J ry, I IG • Drum f"rm, Keith ABSS SN P 

01.143 llf>ll2 72 (week nds on ly) 

adminWhighglidc.co. uk I >VWw.h•ghglicle. co. uk 

IMPERIAl OLLEGE C (43 ): 

Lashon1 Airlield, Lasham. il l ton GU34 555 

0 12 56 384900 I icyc-comnr itlee«Vi .J .uk 

lvww:su.ic.nc .uklg lidJng 
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http:wCdverehalm;)i/.com
http:ross4l.'jimandri/J.ddsJ2.J.co.uk
http:www.fourCf"Wn//(.'sgc.co.uk
mailto:nqviries@fr�nlandfjc.co.uk
http:www.fen/dnclgc.to
mailto:c.;/ide@f.>sgc
http:5tewJrf(1lf()rst('r/~Jmilyco.uk
http:Wlv\\".dsgc.co.uk
mailto:Boc/irc)'rkin.f.j@bluf:'yoIJdcr
www.dlgc.orguk
mailto:dlgc@gliriingc/ub.orM.uk
http:w\v\v.ddrtrl/{)()rgliding.co.uk
http:secrdar)':-}ld.1nmoo~qlidifl8.CO.uk
http:ngliriillgcluhca.uk
www.dilrflO
http:wWWcolsw()ld#Jidinf;.co.uk
http:comishglidingclub.co.uk
mailto:cOrJI,dS/idin8c/uu@ilofmail.co/ll
www.channelg/ielingc/ub.conl
www.c,:arlfonrnoorglidingcluh.org.uk
www."lid~.C(l.Llk
http:orii�cPDglide.co
http:www.gJiriing.org
http:lub.c(I.uk
http:vurnglidingduh@bt("ol1necl.com
http:uckmiflst&.yc.uJ.uk
http:WW\v.!Jgc:c.ro.uk
http:J)ggc.ro.ul
http:WlYw.IJ(~c.cu.uk
http:vw.lxxdcl"sglidin,fj.co.uk
http:liclillg.co.uJ
http:x)oKer,r;lidin8-co.uk
http:lofiice�P/)ookergc.nildram.co.uk
http:t]Jb!<1Ckmount~lin5glidjn8.Lo.uk
http:olnce".hirlfiJrrfglidins.co.uk
http:W\�,'w.lJwml.w.uk
http:h\vndsecrcl<lry(t]Jon(",<�I.com
http:W~v\\'.hanhlJ(Y8Iirling.com
http:mgu"J)Jicling.co.uk
http:www.gliding.co.uk


Statute miles 

• Dublin 

WALES 

86 Block Mountains (Talgarth) A 
87 North Wales (Liantisilio) A 
88 South Wales (Usk) A 
89 Vole of Neoth (Rhigos) A 

~ ..... -----..... ~--~==~~;;;:~;. ..... 
0 10 20 30 40 50 100 

Motorways~ 
. d a=.r 1Afl Other maJor roa s ~ 

ISLE OF MAN 

9 Andreos 

--

--- ------------------------~--~-------·-·--,l 

7 7"\ 'CiZlT'iJC"l 000f?ffiJ@(1@[JW7 ~ U\ _:~;/ c~ ~.. ®~~'~'!1}3~~,<'~'<-~·mi!l . ;; I 

CO 
Q 
Q 
('I 

.~~-eancwK lf'(l...,./o\.:> LUiarose o.: rreaonnacKJ 
64 Shalbourne (Rivar Hill) A 
65 Shenington (Shenington) ... 
66 Shropshire Soaring Group (Sieap) 
67 Southdown (Parham) ... 

68 South London Gliding Centre (Kenley) 
69 Staffordshire (Seighford) 
70 Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 
71 Suffolk Soaring Club (Roughom) 

Surrey & Honts (loshom) 

73 The Gliding Centre (Husbands Bosworth) 
74 The Motor Glider Centre (Hinton-in-the-Hedges) 
75 Trent Volley (Kirton in Undsey) 
76 Upward Bound Trust (Thame) 
77 Vole of White Horse (Shrivenham) 
78 Vectis (Bembridge) A 
79 Wellond (Lyveden) 
80 Windrushers (Bicester) 
81 Wolds (Pocklington) 
82 Wrekin (Cosford) + 
83 Wyvern (Upavon) 
84 York Gliding Centre (Rufforth) 
85 Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) ... 



Over lOOOm 

500- lOOOm 

200- SOOm 

100- 200m 

SCOTLAND 

1 Angus (Drumshode) 
2 Cairngorm {Feshiebridge) A 
3 Connel (Obon) A 
4 Deeside (Aboyne) A 
5 Dumfries & District (Fo/gunzeon) A 
6 Fulmar {Eosterton) A . 
7 Highland {Eosterton) .A 
8 Scottish Gliding Centre {Portmook) A 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

Ridge site 
Service Club 

ENGLAND 

1 0 Anglia (WoHishom) • 
11 Bonbury (Hinton-in-the-Hedges) 
12 Bonnerdown (Keevii) .A . 
13 Both, Wilts & North Dorset (Kingston Deveri/1) 
14 Bidford Gliding (Bidford) 
15 Beaker (Wycombe Air Pork) 
16 Borders (Milfield) .A 
1 7 Bow lend Forest (Chipping) A 
18 Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympsfield) A 
19 Buckminster (Soltby) 
20 Burn (Se/by) 
21 Cambridge (Gransden Lodge) 
22 Corlton Moor (Cor/ton Moor) .A 
23 Channel (Woldeshore Pork) 
24 RAFGSA Chilterns Centre (RAF Ha/ton) + 
25 Clevelonds (RAF Dishforth) . 
26 Cornish Gliding & Flying Club (Perronporth) .A 
2 7 Cotswold (Aston Down) 
28 Cronwell (RAF Cronwe/1) ~ 
29 Crown Service (Loshom) 
30 Dorlton (Dorlton) 
31 Dartmoor Gliding Society (Brentor) 
32 Derby & Lanes (Camphiii) A 
33 Devon & Somerset (North Hill) A 
34 Dorset (Eyres Field) 
35 East Sussex (Ringmer) 
36 EdenSooring (Skelling Form) A 
37 Essex (North Weald & Ridgewell) 
38 Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 

39 Fen lend (RAF Marhom) • 
40 Four Counties (RAF WiHering) 
41 Herefordshire (Shobdon) .A 
42 Heron (RNA$ Yeovilton) 
43 lmperiof College (Lasham) 
44 Kent (Challock) 
45 Kestrel (Odiham) • 
46 lakes (Wolney Island) .A 
47 Loshom Gliding Society (Loshom, A/ton) 
48 Lincolshire (Strubby, Afford) 
49 London (Dunstable) A 
50 Mendip (Holes/and) .A 
51 Midland (Long Mynd) .A 
52 Needwood Forest (Cross Hayes) 
53 Nene Volley (Upwood) 
54 Norfolk (Tibenhom) 
55 North Devon (EaglescoH) 
56 Northumbria (Currock Hill) 
57 Oxford (RAF Weston on the Green) 
58 Oxfordshire Sport Flying (Enstone) 
59 Peterborough & Spolding (Crow/and) 
60 Portsmouth Naval (Lee on Solent) 
61 Rottlesden (RaHiesden) 
62 Sockville (Riseley) 
~Seohowk (RNAS Cu/drose & Predonnack) 

I.A <:h~ll .. ~,·~~ /D: .. ~. 1-J:/11 A 



BGA MEMBER CLUBS 

~ KENT GC (44): 

Squids Cote. Challock. Ashiord. Kent TN2S 40K 

012JJ 740274 or 7•10307 I soMing(jhkcni·!:Urling-club.co .uk 

www. kl•nt-gliding-club. eo. uk 

KESTREL (RAFGSA! G (45!: RAF Orlih.1m, Hook. ll,lmpshire 

RG29 I Q T I cnquiriesCPkestrcl-gliding.nr#.uk 

ww\v.kE."Strel-glidins.or8.vk 

l(fS GC (46): Wolney 1\ iriield. Barrow In Furness. LA l 4 J YJ 

(>7860 1.35447 !ilying cloy< only) 

clmeriuddnk@)'ahoo.co.uk I wo,vw.l.lkt·snc.c.u.uk 

LASHAM GLIDING SOCIITV (47): 

L"shom tliriield, il l ton GU34 5SS 

OT 256 184900 I u((in~~lashm,_urguk I \'r'Ww.I.Jshc·lm.org.uk 

LINCOLN HI RI GC (4H): Struhhy 1\i riield. Alfnrd LN I J I AA 

0 1507 4 ~)06C)8 I frt:.•v.sh.lrpfesi1Jntlworld.c:tJm 

www.lincs.~JiclinRC lub. CO. llk 

LONDO GC (49): 

Dumtahle Downs. Tring Road. ll~ds LUb 2)P 

0 1582 6r>3419 1 inlof'fondonp,lidinecluiJ.wm 

ww\\'.londonglidingc/ub.co.uk 

MENDIP GC (.50): Halcsl;md tlirficld, New Rd. Priddy, Wells, 

HAS JB.X I 01749 !l70J 12 !Thursdays ilnd weekends only) 

ipalrickn.h4xe/l l!i1virt;in.ne.t I w .. vw.mt:ndipglidingclulJ.c:o.uk 

MIDLAND GC (51): 

Tlw Long Mynd, Church Strctt<m, Shropshir.;o SY6 bTA 

0 1588 650206 I o(ficef81/un,~mynd.com I www.luntJmyncl.com 

NEEDWOOD FOREST GC (52): Cross H,yes Field, 

JV\dkt•r Lane, Ho~r ross, Burton upo n Trent I )E J .3 t1QK 

Ol2/J3 575578 / nfgci.YgoJ:Iidingcu. uk 

www.gogliding.co.uk 

NENE VALLEY GC (53): 

M;~rsha l s P.1ddoc.k, Kamst-y Koad, Upwood PE2b 2PH 

01487 813062 l launch(lOint {17761 47H4 17 

sccrctaryt11nvgc.n~~-uk I www.flvl-: .org uk 

NORFOLK GC (54): 

Tibenh<~rn Alriielcl, long Srr.mnn NI-! I b 1, T 

01 ]79 (,77207 I Mike.}udd@Norfolk.CiidingC'fu!J. n'Jm 

www.norfolkglidingclub.com 

NORTH DEVON GC (55): 

f.aglcscott A I t=, ~urri ngton, Umbl'rlt·igh, North Devon EXJ7 91.H 

0 1761) 520404 I ww .. v.C'a~:lescothlirllcld.com 

NORTH W,\LES GC (87): Llantisilio Airiidd, Geinifordd lane, 

Neor Lland gla (not o postal Jddr s! 

0795(, 49807U I brianp@mvgc.or,g.uk I www. nwgr.or~-:.uk 

N RTHUMBRIA GC (56): 

Currnck Hill, Chopwell. Newcastle Upon Tyne NE17 7AX 

0 I 207 ;il>'ll86 1 /nloOnorthumhri,l.ll)'er.m.uk 

www:northumhn'a-gfidir1;;-dul>.c:o.uk 

OXFORD GC (57): 

KAF W!i>ton On The Green, r Hice>ter OX2 5 HQ 

OH4 5 094 5265 I e<:l'f!laryt:oxford-Siiding-cful>. co.uk 

www.oxford-glldinB-club.co.uk 

OXFORDSHIRE SPORTFlYIN LTD (58): 

Enstunc Aerodrome, Church Enstone OX7 4NP 

01608 677208 I 0.5fflcnsrancacrodrume.co. uk 

www.enstOtJeaerodrome.co.uk 
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PffiRBOROUGH SP LDING GC (59): 

Postl.1nd AirOeld, Crowland, Lincolnshire, Pf6 Oj\·V 

0 1733 2 104(,J I Chairman<'l1psgc.co.uk 

www.psgc.c:o.llk 

PORTSMOUTH NAV ... L GLIOING ENTRE (bOl: 

MG\ Oaedulu!\ Airfield, Chark Lane C.lte.Hrnome 'W.ly, 

lcc-on-thc-Solent, llompshire. 1'013 9YA 

02392 604510 I 07876 333400 

tOny. wo rld !iispcdrtlJs.co.uk I www.pn,q ~. o.uk 

RATTLESDEN GC (bl): 

R<~Uic.sden t\ irfil .. ld, llightown Green, ~.lttlesdc...:n, 

Bury St. F<hnunds 11'30 OSX 

0 1449 T~77R9 I br,1dley. rocht.•e<.Qtesco.nct l www.r.:~tair.co.uk 

SACKVILLE GC (62): 

5Jckville Lodge Fm, Riselcy MK44 1 B5 

0 12.l4 708877 

SCOTTISH GLIDI GCE TRE !Ul: 

Portmook 1\iriield, $cutlandwell, By Kinruss K\'13 7)) 

0 1592 8405411 ofiicc@'scotti.<;h~lirlingcentre.co.uk 

\Vw\v,scottishglidinsn·ntr~. eo. uk 

SEAHAWk GC (63): RNAS Culdro;e 

0 132(>22 16701 0780fl 'l 464 50 10i791 001)84 l i'ounchpoinl) 

rony~'!trevonehouse.l'snet. eo. uk 

SHALBOURNE SOARING SOCIETY (641: 

Kivor H ill Airfield. Henley. Nr Morll>orough SNfJ JRI 

0 1264 7J 120~ l www.shalboumegliding.co.uk 

HENINGTON GC (65): 

Sheningtun Airiie!d, Shenington, Hdnbury. Q,X 15 6NY 

01295 680001! (o jiice) or 68812 1 iclubhous<•) 

officcff s-hcnin,qton-glirlint:. eo. uk 

www.shenington-sl idin;.:.co. uk 

SHROPSHIRE SOARING GROUP (66): SI cop Airi iPid. 

Ne;u Wem $Y4 3HE I 0 193') 2)2045 I 07734 926514 

tyrldynunn~'l>i~:foot.com 

SO H DOWN CC (67): Parham Airfield, l'ulhorough Rd, 

Cuotham, Pulborough KH20 411P I 01903 746706 

g liding 19Jotntisc.11i.co.uk I WW\o\'.58C1.oq4 

SOUTH LO• DON G LIDING CENTRE (6U): 

KmiC')' Air/it'ld, Kenlcy. Surrey. CR8 3YG 

0208 763 0041 I surroyhillsgc~gmail.com 

www.southlondongliding.co.vk 

SOUTH WALES GC (U8): The Airfield, Gwerncsncy. Usk 

0 1291 69053 & I Rich.1fd@.Jricklidd.lreeserve.co.uk 

w wv.'. uskgc. o.uk 

STAFFORDSHIRE G (69): Sl'ighiord A iri ielcl, lghiord, StilfjortJ 

0 1785 282575 I ulrlct'@51"ilc>rdshiregliding.uwk 

\VlV\\~staffordshiregliding.co.ttk 

STRATFORD ON AVON GC (7U): 5nillcrfield Airfield, Beorley 

~o~1d, Snittcrlicld, Stratiord on Avon, Vl/a rwickshire 

CV37 OEX I 01789 731 095 

secretary•~tratfordgliding.co.uk 

www .. 'it ratforclgJiding. eo. ukli nci(\'( , htm 

SUFfOlK ()AiliNG Cl B (71): Rougham Ai rfield, 

Bury SI Edmunds. Post: c: I o Sidshc\1, ·rown l.anc, 

!,worth, Suiiolk IP31 2EH 

01359 2..10114 / -ecrct.Jry t!'suHolksot!ring.co.uk 

ww~\'.Su(folksoaring.co.uk 

SURREY & HANTS G (72): 

Se • l.a~h.Jm or www.surr y;~ndhants.orguk 

THE GLIDING CENTRE (73): 

llusbands Hos.worth J\irfit•ld, lutterworth LE17 6Jl 

o 1858 680521 I uffice(!}theglidingcentrc.co.uk 

www.theglidingc:cntre. eo. uk 

THE MOT R GLIDER ClUB (74): 

l-l inton-in-the-1-icrlg - A irfield, 5teane, Br.:Jckl<'y NN1 J 6LX 

0 1245 8 1 77 I c/ivcst,1incr@tis oJii.cu.uk 

·rR.ENT VALLEY GC (75): The Airfil'ld, Kirton In Lindsey, 

C<linsborough, Line~ I 01652 b48777 I pwdewick@hotmJil.com 

www. t\~r;c. frppservc. c.:c ' · uk 

U LSTER GC !90): Seacodst Road, llellarena, Lim<rvady. BT4'1 OtU 

028 7775 0301 I St::"lH'tary@ulstergl idingdub.org 

www.gliding.utvintcrnct.com / w ww.ulsterglidinr;club.or,C?, 

UI'WI\RD BOUND TRUST GC 17 £>): H:rddenhom Airfield, 

H•dcknham liP 17 fllB (Not ,, po$t,11 arlrlressj 

01908 2(l3493/ seaet.lfyfi>uht.org.uk l www.uht.aq::.uk 

VALE OF NEATH CC (89): Kh igos Airii~ld. Mount Rood, Ccin 

Rhigos, Nr Glynnf'ath, Mid-Gian1organ. 01792 65J 779 

lev(m s755 1 t'JJOI.com 

h!tp:l/flomewwn.~10I. co. uk/rhiHOS[:Iidinf¥myhumqJ~lgclflying.htmJ 

VALE OF WHITE HORSE GC (77): SJndhill Farm Airfield, 

Shrivenham, SWINDON. Po>t: A l·ladwin, 34 Mercoak Pilrk, 

Three Mile Cross, Reading RG7 I NR I 0 I 793 78:Sbfl5 

or 01367 25270("> (vouch<.'rs) I so~lr@swindonHiidingco. uk 

www.swindungliding.co.vk 

VECTIS CC (76): Hangar No 1, Bembridgc Ai rt)Ofl, [h~mbridgt', 

Isle of \'\fight. Post: AIJ~dair Macl ean, 14() St Edmunds \iValk, 

Wootton Bridge, Kyde. Isle oi W ight P033 411 

0 198.1 683884 I alasdairfii,lmadean.flycr.w.uk 

\,\ .. WW. \'C.'Ctisglidingclub.co.uk I 

WELLAND GC (79): 

Lyv<.>den Airiield, H.:ult•y \,V,1~'· l.yvedcn Road, 13rigslock, 

Kettcring. ,\lortbJnts I 0 1832 2032J7 I 01 Tn 266355 I 

n~c~rk.rushtonH•tubclines.co,n l IVW\v, ' vellandgc. co.uk 

WINORUSHERS GC (HO!: Htcester A iriield, Skimmingdish Lone. 

Rice~:.! er OX26 SHA I 01 H6t.l 15.1.441 l /1yt.f!wintfrw;hers.ore:;.uk 

\ \ ' I.Y 'N. wi1ulrushers.urg.uk 

WOLDS GC (81 ): The Airfield, Pockl ington, York Y042 1 NP 

0 17 9 30J571J I officef!.lJwolds-gliding.or;.: / www.wolds-glirling.org 

WRI:KiN GC (82!: RAF Cosford 

Mobile: 077 1 SI 732746 {w le) I www.wrekinglidiiiBclttb.co.uk 

W'I'VERN C (83): Upavnn 0 I 264 782812 I 0 1980 fi 1528J I 

07909 72H90J I andrgibson.gillb«cnrlworlrl.com I 

W\VW.arm~~ mod uklsfXJrtandttdventureldui;Yam J)'-Siiding_ 

associJt ionlclubs.IH'Y\ICffl__gliding_club.lltm 

YORK GLIDING CENTRE (84): 

The Mrodrom<:, Bradley l ane, RuHorth, York, Y01) ) 'lA. 

0 1904 738694 or r., 01904 738894 

officetvyorkglidingccntre-.co.uk I \VW\v.yorkl;/,dingcemre.co.uk 

YORKSH IRE GC (85): Sltlton B"nk, Thirsk Y07 2EY 

01 845 5Y723 71 enquirl'•n;c.co.uk I w11ov.ygc.co.uk 

\, p'vt:: triert to chr"Ck t•vc>ry rlettliL hut do ~nU :my cn rrcctH1ns to: 

ediltJr · .. ltll.f'l,mPAnc~r:lidingco.vk heio1e April 1 :;, 2008 
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AA rated security 
Competitive premiums 
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MOUNTAIN SOARING IN NEW ZEALAND 

Converting from flatlands 
Australian soaring pilot Jenny 
Thomson travelled across the 
Tasman Sea to do a mountain 
soaring course in New Zealand 

IN AUSTRALIA, gliding life's pretty simple: 
90 per cent thermals, a bit of shear wave, 
a smaller bit of mountain wave and an 

even smaller bit of ridge li ft. Most flights are 
flown in predominantly one weather system, 
a uni-directional w ind, and over flat land. 
) ur home club is Darling Downs Soaring 

Club (DDSC) in Q ueensland, Australia, 
where the airfield and most surrounding 
country is very flat. The nearest and only 
mountain range- 40kms away - is 2,500ft 
above our airfield and wou ld hardly rate as 
a hill in New Zealand. 

We were looking forward to the challenge 
of soaring from Omarama, in South Island. 
We'd tried in 2002, but the weather had 
been very ord inary and we spent more time 
"social ising" than in the ai r. A confi rmed 
flatlancler, I found the Southern Alps 
intimidating and such a foreign experience, 
but vowed to return some clay to rea ll y 
experience them properl y. lt took a few 
yea rs, but in 2007 my husband, jeremy, and 
I booked a mountain flying course with 
Gavin Wills' Glide Omarama for December 
- a Duo Discus each. 

We were prepared to face any weather, 
cold or warm, but coming from a humid 30° 
or more in Australia, it would be pleasant. 
O marama is picturesque site, well equipped 
with clubrooms, cha lets, and an on-site 
restaurant. For the course, the daily routine 
consisted of a 1 Oam daily briefing w ith a 
debrief of one or two of the previous day's 
flights, using See You, and coveri ng an 
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aspect of mountain flying, lunch, and then 
into the gl iders by 13.00hrs. 

There were five course members - Jeremy, 
Bi ll Payton from the UK, Jim and Dave from 
Nevada, and me. it's not unusua l for the four 
corners of the globe to be represented at 
O marama. Despi te my 1,200 gliding hours, 
I was the least experienced of the group and 
felt quite like a newbie learning to fly al l 
over again. And Helen Evans, s~~G's editor 
was also there, having done a course the 
previous week. Which is how it comes to be 
that an Australian is writing this for S&G ... 

Day 1 : Oh my gosh this is scary 
The forecast for the Monday was thermals 
to "not much more than ridge-top" . Initially, 
I thought: "Oh - how humdrum -we come 
al l th is way from God's Thermal Country 
to fly in therma ls in the mounta ins." 

How w rong I was ... 
We first took a thermal off the ridges clos' 

to O marama and then headed off across the 
Mackenzie Basin (flat lancler's delight) and 
off to thermal the slopes of the D ingle Ridge 
(great name). Once we had enough height, 
I thought: "Phew! Now we can go back 

Above: Jenny in the Duo Discus at Omarama 's east 

end, in pre-flight discussion with instructor G Dale 

Left: a wave bar above the north end of Lake Pukaki, 

which really is that exact shade of blue (Chris Sterritt) 

Below: one of the Duo Discuses, YY (Chris Sterritt) 
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to the flat bits again, but to my surprise we 
went across the next vall y Lo the next 
-higher- ridge and it was more of the 
same. The thermals were narrow and 
disorganised because they were so close 
to the terrain; we seemed to be pretty 
close, too. I kept asking my instructor: 
"where do we go if this doesn't go to plan?" 
but we were really quite high and had 
plenty of "out" - it just didn't seem like it. 
So I had this most magnificent flight, getting 
more comfortable with close-ups of rocks, 
learning about picking up clues on where 
the lift forms and where to fly, crossing the 
ridges to the next ridge, ,1ncl getting a whole 
new perspec tive on thermalling. 

Day 2: A most excellent adventure 
Tuesday's weather forecast was slightly more 
optimistic with thermals forecast again. We 
were quite excited that wave was a probable 
for WeclnesciJy. The morning briefing w,1s 
on thermal ling and I was surprised how 
much I didn't know about thermals. Our 
flatlancl thermals are (in general) pretty wide 
and organised, but th e Kiwi therrnals h,we 
J character all of their own. 

The flight was magic. After taking a couple 
of thermals off the ridge south of OmJrama 
we heaciecl south , following the wind-facing 
south-eastern ridge I i ne, and slowly getting 
higher. To the south, my instructor, G Dale, 
could see signs of a convergence on a NE
SW facing range, so we crossed the valley, 
about a 40km glide, not finding any lift of 
value, hoping to connect with something on 
the ronge. With a bit of ~earching, getting 
low over the hills (but always with an out to 
the valley) we caught the convergence and 
flew this ridge line, to conveniently link up 
with another convergence running north
west. I must add that I could understand 
the mechanics of the convergence but the 
signJis just seemed to be uneven clouds, 
not altogether obvious. 

From there, we went north-west on ridges 
towJrds Queenstown, our turnpoint being 
the western side of the Remarkilble Ranges 
(an unoriginal description, but very apt). 
From here we headed north-east, south of 
Lake WanJka, and for the first time in the 
flight we got low; searching for climbs 
became difficult. We continued pushing on 
into the hills, still with glide back to an 
airstrip, and finally contacted a respectable 
climb. We took it to 5,800ft, well short of 
clouclbase, then flew the ridges of the Lindis 
Pass to a most exhilarating final glide home. 

The day hadn't been booming by any 
means (2.5kt average climb for the clay 
Jnd max height of 8,200ft) but by using the 
energy on offer, a good distance was 
covered (350km) over amazing countryside. 
I had started to see the importance of 
constantly evaluating the wind and terrain. 
Thermals, convergences and ridge lift in the 
one flight were a new experience. 

Day 3: Wave- and a romantic meeting 
WednesciJy's forecast was for some wave. 
Our morning briefing was on convergences, 
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Heading southwards towards Omarama from Mount Cook with Lake Pukaki in the middle distance {Chris Sterrit) 

which completed the picture of the flying 
the clay before. Because the island is subject 
to wind from both sides, and the valleys add 
complexity to where the wind comes inland, 
there are many possible effects, making it a 
very clynJmic environment to fly in. 

The plan for our training flight was to use 
the conditions under the wave for some of 
the flight to the south, to contact wave and 
run in the wave to the north and to return to 
Omarama. Initially taking some thermal lift 
off the ridges near Omarama, we then ran 
west across the Mackenzie Basin to connect 
with the entrance to the Lindis Pass. Already, 
some other pi lot had tried the same and 
landed out in an airfield. A good thermal off 
a small basin in the ridge and we were 
away heading south. We used thermals on 
the back of the mountains under the wave 
systems to the south, stopping just short 
of the previous clay's turnpoint near 
Queenstown. We then climbed in rotor 
thermals into the wave to Jrouncl 9,000ft. 
From there we ran north in wave, gradually 
getting higher and reaching t\1\t Cook at 
around 13,000ft. lt was here we met up with 
my husband jeremy in the other Duo and 
we got a chance to wave to each other and 
take a picture or two- a really nice moment 
for a gliding couple (our two non-gliding 
daughters said this was very "lame"). 

From Mt Cook we headed east to the Two 
Thumbs range but as the system was dying 
in front of us, cut this short and headed 
towards Omarama. 

Using convergences from the valleys south 
of Mt Cook we flew slightly off track to the 
west, picking up good air as we went 
- using wave, convergence and thermal lift 
for 150km without a turn. 

This was another most interesting clay, 
using the conditions under the wave, and 
then using the wave Jbove, and returning 

in a blue convergence Jnd wave effects: 
450km in three-and-a-half hours. 

Day 4: Now I understand convergence 
On Thursday, the conditions had changed 
and, while we still had nice weather, it was 
becoming more stable with a large high 
pressure pushing up, so a difficult clay was 
forecast. The comprehensive training briefing 
wJs on wave, again putting yesterday's 
lessons against the theory. 

With an easterly blowing, we towed to the 
Buscot range, a small range to the north of 
the field. To my surprise I was told to release 
at about 400ft on the ridge, the piJn being 
to work the ridge north to get height to get 
away on task. However, the wind was very 
light on the hills and it took Jn age to get 
away, eventually via a thermal off the hills. 
Once we had a bit of height, the sky looked 
very complex and, even to my untrained 
eye, convergences were setting up in a 
number of parts of the sky. 

We initially flew J little north, then east 
for the first time in the week. A number of 
convergences headed off east and we flew 
them to about 7,500ft, before heading more 
north-west Yet another convergence hJd set 
up across the Mackenzie Basin and we 
aimed for the western ranges. We tried 
thermal ling on the ridges but the lift was 
very broken so after a lot of struggling and 
about ISOkm, we returned to Omarama. 
lt was a great flight, completing, for me, the 
mental picture of convergences at work. 

Jeremy's flight was quite a bit different. 
They started like us, running to the east in 
the convergences, then working the same 
convergence across the Mackenzie Basin 
and extending to the western ridges. They 
flew to Mt Cook, this time in ridge thermals 
and easterly ridge lift, which worked well. 
On the return journey from Mt Cook, flying 
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Above: Chrissie Lamb from Yorkshire GC enjoyed 

some bonus pre-solo aerotow practice (left) while her 

husband, Bill, went off on hts mountain soaring course 

~ w ith another Duo behind (flown by Gavin 
Wills and Jim) they ca lled on the radio that 
Jeremy's Duo fly ing past an ice shelf had 
triggered an avalanche, something Gavin had 
not seen from the air before. 

Day 5: The West Coast by car 
Friday's forecast was aga in fine, but the high 
was dominating. After four glorious and 
challenging days, we decided to drive to the 
West Coast of the South Island, as it would 
be a rare opportunity to see it without rain. 
A breathtaking journey- well worthwhile. 

For gliding enthusiasts, New Zea land really 
is something that you should experience. lt 
is so picturesque w ith its glacial lakes and 
snow-capped mountains. As the week 
progressed, the fl ying opened our eyes to 
the complexities of mountains, effects of 
wind and micro weather systems. it truly is 
a whole lot of fun and - as advertised -
adventure soaring. Our thanks to Gavin, G, 
Bo and the whole team, who allowed us to 
have a most wonderful week of gliding. We' ll 
certainly be back for more. 

PS: Our home club, Darlinf.i Downs, has a very strong 

cross-country ethic and W<' are very lucky to be able to 

tly all year round in mostly guod conditions: 300km 

fliyhts .1rc not uncommon in winter so the club avidly 

participates in the On-Line Cant t. We often lead the 

world club points. lt was to our great annovance that 

Glide Omaram,1 added our own instructional fliyhts to 
the OLC, daily increasing their lead over DDSCs club 

points, which they then displayed each morn ing 

at the briefings ... 
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Open 7 days a week all year 

Tailored Courses- Beginners/Advanced 
Aerotow - Winch - Motor Glider NPPL 

Large Airfield - Grass & Hard Runways 
Licensed Bar - Catering - Camping 

Expeditions Welcome 

Reglonals 24/5/08- 1/6/08 & Open Class Nationals 5/7/08- 13/7/08 
Visitors Welcome 
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ONE DAY, FIVE HEIGHTS 

A fistful of Diamonds 
John Richardson describes a 
memorable day for one club's 
pilots (below) while Brian 
Brown (opposite) tells the story 
of his first Diamond height 

O
N SATURDAY, October 27 the sky 
above the gl iding site at Milfield gave 
few signs of promise and a heavy rain 

shower swept the <Ji rfield at 11.00hrs, just to 
further dampen our enthusiasm; 
only a few resident Borders GC members 
were prepared to launch at all. However, 
cond itions gr<:~dual l y improved, indicated by 
increasing turbulence on <Jerotow and the 
afternoon produced a number of exceptiona l 
wave flights, including five to Diamond 
height or <Jbove- which set Jn historic 
record for our club. 

/\iter the shower, I was first to launch in 
Standard Cirrus JQS. The aerotow could best 
be described as ch<Jracter forming; it was not 
so much a bumpy ride - more like i1 major 
storm at sea in a small boat. The rotor 
turbulence persisted to 2,800ft, then slowly 
faded; I released at 3,000ft and slid smoothly 
into a narrow band of w;JVe, which g<:~ve me 
0-2kt lift up to 10,000ft; I went on oxygen at 
8,000ft (a cautionary practice for ageing 
lungs). The climb had been steady but the 
lift was confined to small patches and it was 
vital not to drift out of these; I used the GPS 
to wJymark and record the lift zones, 
making the task far easier. As I climbed 
higher, the clouds revealed improving wave 
conditions, and a massive wave bar formed 
higher up. As I approached this gigantic reef 
of white cloud, the li ft increased from two to 
four knots, and at 14,000ft I enjoyed the 
huge satisfaction of calling the duty pilot to 
ask that the "South Northumberland Wave 
Box'' be opened, authorising lega l flight up 
to 24,000ft. The duty instructor at BGC con
tacted Edinburgh Air Traffic Control to 
request that they "open the box" and their 
permission was relayed to me and other 
pilots by radio. 

Meanwhile, back on the ground, other 
pilots who had launched also experienced 
very turbulent aerotows. Two pilots had 
actually been forced to abandon the tow 
because of dangerous conditions: lan Lowes 
-a very experienced K-6 pi lot - suddenly 
found the tug thrown almost vertica lly above 
him, and the huge bow that appeared in the 
tow-rope forced him to pull the bung at 
600ft. Severa l veteran pilots reported that 
these aerotows were the roughest in their 
entire flying experience. it is worth noting 
that whi le all this high drama was going on 
at 1 ,500ft, conditions at the launchpoint 
were moderate or "benign". 

However, all the pilots who launched suf-
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fered severe wind gradients and had to cross 
a zone of strong turbulence downwind of 
the hills in order to reach the upwind wave. 
At gre<J ter height the w ind was very strong 
- up to 60kt- and one had to be careful not 
to be blown downwind and out over the 
North Sea. Eventually, all further launches 
were vetoed by our very experienced tug 
pilots, who judged conditions too rough for 
safety. 

Far above this drama in the launch zone, I 
continued to climb steadily in smooth and 
reliable lift, passed FL 195, <Jnd kept on 
going. The cloud in the west was thicken ing, 
but good visibi lity prevailed and the Borders 
panorama from the hills to the sea was 
reve<Jied in all its glory; the beaches of Holy 
Island and Bamburgh basked in sunsh ine to 
the south east while the Cheviot massif 
shrank to a mere bump in the cloud cover to 
the west. Other pilots came on the radio 
occasionally to report that they were 
enjoying simi lar climbs to mine, so I had an 
inkling thaL something remarkable was on 
the CJrds. My only practicJI problem, <lp<Jrt 
from the cold in my feet, was that the Cirrus 
canopy frosted up in patches accord ing to 
the direction of the sun and the amount of 

'Young lain Russell, 
our newest Basic Instructor, 
flew his wooden Skylark IV 

to 19,500ft.' 

vent ilation, but it was m<:~nage<:~ble. I also 
heard the low battery warning from the 
oxygen kit but it continued to flow through 
my breathing system and al l was well. 

Meanwhile Brian Brown, who had 
launched after me in his DG-300, eventuall y 
found good lift and at 1 O,OOOft· he went on 
oxygen and (masked up) off rad io for a 
while. He eventuallv climbed to 22,600ft 
and with al l his equ,ipment work ing perfectly 
he was able to re lax and enjoy the scenery. 

A little later Mike Crews (Vega) and ]ules 
Sutton (LAK 1 7) reported they had both 
found strong lift <Jt 2,000ft, the cha llenge 
then being how to access the upper wave 
system. By now I h<Jd re<Jched 22,000ft with 
good lift st ill indicated, but I was concerned 
that that the cloud was thickening and 
drifting eastwards, so I broke off my climb, 
and started to descend. Jules Sutton is more 
experienced in cloud analysis and he 
continued his ascent to FL240, and then 
went cross-country to Carter Bar on the 
Scottish border, after first descending to 
FL 195 within the wave box and exiting via 
the bottom; (the battery in Jules' logger had 
died so when we later examined his tr<Jce it 
seemed his glider had vanished <Jt 22,000ft 
as if abducted by aliens!). Mike Crews, with 
many high flights in the thermals of Spa in in 

his logbook, had little trouble reaching 
Diamond height, though he was forced to 
descend severa l thous-and feet in order to 
push upwind of the m<J in wave bar. 

This had looked like being purely a d<Jy 
for the BGC veter<Jns, but young lain Russell 
(our latest Basic Instructor) flew his 18-metre 
wooden Skylark IV to 19,500ft. Lacking a 
rad io that day, he could not confirm if the 
wave box had been opened; so he climbed 
to the legal limit of FL 195, reckoned his 
Diamond was safe, and broke off the climb. 
lain's aerotow in the Skylark must have been 
more than interesting. Dave Wilson, our 
vast ly experienced club engineer, was as 
ever able to find strong lift, but he was let 
down by a dwindling oxygen supply; he 
climbed as high as he thought safe with his 
reserves, but discovered on landing th<Jt he 
was a few hundred feet short of the mark. 
He regretted that he had not pu l led off tow 
at 2,000ft to guarantee his Diamond; 
his was the on ly disappointment on th is 
exceptional day. Veteran pilot Len Dent 
broke off his climb <Jt 9,000ft in the 
mistaken belief that his Vega's new oxygen 
system had not yet been fu l ly commissioned 
by his partners (in fact it had!); nevertheless 
he thoroughly enjoyed his aerial tour of the 
Scottish Borders and North Sea coast. 

This high-wave d<Jy certainly tested all of 
our pilots <Jnd their aircraft systems to the 
limit; any weaknesses or oversights in 
prep<:~ration were ruth lessly revealed. The 
lesson for us <J II is to be fully prepared and 
tested for every flight- because one can 
never be sure if wave wi ll develop; iln 
ordinary loca l jaunt can quickly turn into an 
epic ascent of 20,000ft with little advance 
warning. I have persona ll y ab<Jndoned 
sever<JI good climbs after fail ing to turn on 
my oxygen before launching, simply 
because the day had seemed to promise 
very little. I now follow the experts' advice 
to connect and test: radio, oxygen, logger 
and GPS, well before launching; it takes 
little time to ensure al l is working properly. 
The only regret on this occasion was that 
none of our previous week's vis itors had 
been able to stay for the Saturday; if they 
had, might we have seen ten Diamonds in 
one day instead of five? 

Weaker wave conditions persisted on the 
Sunday, with flights by Andy Barclgett and 
Derek Robson <Jt above 1 O,OOOft. Early solo 
pilot Graham White climbed above 11 ,OOOft 
in the same Skylark IV- and reported this 
was even better than going solo (see This is 
what it's all about, February-March 2008, 
p31 ). W ithout a logger, he could not claim 
his Gold height. but this did not wipe the 
smi le from his face for at least a week. On 
landing he sa id he now understood why 
Borders pilots are obsessed with flying in 
wave- nothing else comes close. 
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Above: Duty Instructor Robin Johnson's photograph of 

/he Diamond sky- what a day to be duty instructor! 

Right: soaring wave from Borders (John Richardson) 

At th ~is height, one feels like a tiny speck in a huge sky 
"YOU DON'T want to launch, do you?" said 

George, one of our tug pilots. I was strapped into 

the cockpit of my DG-300 at the launchpoint 

ready to go. Before me I had a fine view of The 

Tors, the mountainous wall of the College Valley, 

which rises to the Cheviot itself. Slightly to my 

right was the Akeld valley, from which a wall of 

torrential rain was advancing towards the 

airfield. The first heavy drops pattered on the 

canopy, so I abandoned any idea of getting away 

before the shower struck and joined the others 

sheltering in the launchpoint bus, so that I could 

at least stay current on "moaning and groaning". 

We all enjoyed over an hour of grumbling before 

the •rain stopped completely. 

Conditions still looked unpromising; low grey 

cloud scudded across the field but shafts of 

sunlight on the distant Tors indicated that there 

must be some big gaps in the cloud cover above. 

I dried off the glider's wings and accepted 

George's proffered tow. 

The first few hundred feet were a bit bumpy 

but then the real challenge began. "There must 

be wave above," I thought, "since this rotor is 

the real100% proof variety- swooping, banging 

turbulence. Keep your teeth clenched so you 

don't lose your fillings!" 

lt was not until above 2,500ft that the rotor 

eased off and a little lift was evident, so 

I released at 3,000ft. I found smooth lift but only 

one to two knots, so I searched around for 

sometHing better. I was between a rock and a 

hard place: upwind there was only weaker lift, 

and downwind there was rotor. Crosswind 

tracking revealed nothing stronger. However 

when I looked downwind, but several thousand 

feet higher, I saw what all pilots long for- a huge 
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smooth lenticular, dazzling white in the sunshine. 

I climbed smoothly up the face of this cloud-ridge, 

reaching the top at 10,000ft. "Wow!" - I thought 

"This is like skiing uphill!" 

As I was climbing the cloud-wall I began to 

glimpse something invisible from below - an even 

bigger lenticular cloud hidden behind the first one 

- something all pilots want to see! Pushing into 

wind produced some worrying moments as the 

weak lift fad11d but then I connected with the wave 

that was powering the big 'un. The lift was still 

weak but it just kept on going. 

I radioed base to say I was going on to oxygen 

and struggled with my old full-flow mask ("why had 

I not gone Mountain High like the smart pilots?"). 

I then heard John Richardson radioing to request 

the opening of our TRA(G), (otherwise known as 

our "trapdoor up into the loft") to allow us to climb 

above FL 195. This was a good sign. I then 'heard 

that "the trapdoor" was officially open, so just 'kept 

climbing and radioed before passing FL 195. 

At 21 ,600ft the view was spectacular. To the west 

the prospect was hazy with lower cloud so a view 

over the Lake District to the Sol·way Firth was not 

possible. lt was a little hazy to the south but the 

east coast was beautiful in full sunshine; I could 

see Bamburgh Castle, the Fame Islands, and 

further north, the Bass Rock and the Firth of Forth. 

Even further north I could see the Highlands; I 

wondered how many Munros I had bagged visually, 

or whether they must be climbed on foot? 

This was magnificent, to have this experience in a 

24-year-old 15-metre glider, taking off only 

25 miles from home! At this height one feels like a 

tiny speck in a huge sky. Not surprising since that is 

exactly the case. lt reminded me of something a 

round-the-world yachtsman once said; there is a 

prayer which starts "Lord, Thy sea is so big and 

my boat is so small ... " which is popular (even with 

atheists) when rounding Cape Horn in a gale. 

Fortunately here in the high wave it was serenely 

calm even if the wind was 55kts. The radio 

suddenly crackled into life with the message: "This 

is Milfield base. We have stopped all flying due to 

severe winds and strong turbulence". Hmmm. 

"How did the rest of that prayer go?" I wondered. 

I decided it was time to open the airbrakes. My 

first Diamond height was comfortably in the bag 

and there was already some icing of the canopy. 

I remembered that, at the last calibration, my 

logger was reading a bit low so I was probably 

even higher than the reading displayed. 

The climb had been high but slow, taking 

nearly two hours. The descent took me almost 

an hour, in order to remain below ear-popping 

speeds. Lower cloud cover had remained less 

than 50 per cent, so I envisaged no problems 

there. I started the downwind leg a long way 

upwind and noted that While my airspeed was 

45kts the groundspeed was 95 knots! Hmmm. 

Fortunately at this site we get plenty of training 

for such conditions. I began my final approach 

at 700ft at 70kts, having completed the final turn 

close to the airfield boundary. To add further 

interest, I was landing directly into the low win

ter sun on the horizon and visibility was difficult. 

The glider came to rest, having used only a quar

ter of the field's length, so the wind really was 

strong. 

I heard on the radio that three of our pilots had 

been over 20,000ft and others were still at 

Diamond height or close to it. Great! Five 

Diamonds in one day - it will always be one 

for the record book at Borders GC. 
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ANNUAL AIRSPACE UPDATE 

What you should know 
Carr Withall, Chairman of the 
BGA Airspace Committee, 
provides a brief assessment of 
2007 and the annual reminder 
of airspace knowledge that all 
pilots should have 

THE past year, 2007, did not see the 
introduction of any new Class D 
airspace. However, many meetings 

were held at Doncaster, now Robin Hood 
Airport, to obta in useful Letters of Agreement 
during their proposa l for Class D airspace. 
They may be granted Class D airspace later 
thi s year. Other ai rports are also planning 
to apply for Class D airspace, and Glasgow 
is w ishing to change the area of Class E 
airspace close to them to D. This wou ld be 
bad news for all General Aviation (GAl, and 
airspace commi ttee member Bruce Cooper 
has been in discussions wi th Glasgow. 

During the summer there have been three 
workshops w ith the Civil Aviation Authori ty 
to discuss the transponder issue both w ith 
the BGA and other GA organisations. 

The airspace agreements wi th Bristol and 
Cardi ff have w ith one exception worked 
well, which demonstrates that w ith goodwill 
on both sides a flexible use of airspace is 
achievable. 

As part of the CAA's Airspace and Safety 
Initiative, National Air Traffic Serv ices (NATS) 
and GA have been having Partnersh ip 
meeti ngs where topics dear to our hearts 
- such as access to controlled airspace, AIS, 
and giving a greater understanding to 
controllers of GA issues and capabilities 
are d iscussed. I attend for the BGA. 

There has been an increase in contro lled 
airspace at medium level between 
Birmingham and Southampton, wh ich 
incl udes an airway to the west of Lasham 
(R41 extension) that is ONLY in use between 
the hours of ·17 .30 and 09.30. The base is 
FL65 and will be shown on the new 
half-mi llion map, due to be published on 
April, 10 2008. 

Aeronautical Information Service 
The AIS website is www.ais.org. uk. Please 
pay pilrticular <Jttention to informat ion on 
the Red Arrows' displays, w hich is now 
available without the need to log in. Go to 
the web links at the bottom of the page and 
scrol l down to the Red Arrows. Make sur 
you know when ilnd where they are 
displaying. Vacate the display airspace in 
plenty of time. The Red Arrows website wi ll 
be giving the routes that they will be flying 
between shows on the same day. 

O n the front page of the AIS website you 
will see on the left in red the link to the 
on-track website, www.flyontrack.co.uk. This 
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is an excellent websi te listi ng the latest 
airspace changes and restri ctions together 
with maps of the restricted areas. 

AIS has had some engagement wi th 
developers of graphical NOTA,\t\ plotters to 
try to improve the quali ty of the information 
that they have access to. 

Transponders 
The CAA has agreed that the date for all 
aeroplilnes below 5,700kg to be equipped 
with ModeS transponders is M arch 2009. 
However, aircraft w ithout a transponder or 
w ith the older type Mode NC have an 
exemption until March 2012 to comply wi th 
the regulation. 

A low-power Mode S transponder that 
is more suitable for gliders is still being 
developed. Until all ground radars are 
ModeS (2012) the problem w ith power 
consumption w il l still exist. 

The CAA has published its new proposa ls 
for interoperabil ity and these are availab le 
through the BGA website (see also pp26-29 
of this issue). Its current th inking is that 
all aircraft flying w ithin controlled airspace 
must be equipped with ModeS transponders. 
Current Letters of Agreement or arrange
ments w ith ATC authorities would continue 
for access w ithout transponders. However, 
the CAA is also planning that ALL aircraft, 
including gliders, must be equipped w ith 
transponders when flyi ng above FL 100. They 
are suggesting that subject to certa in criteria 
and levels of mil itary/civil traffic there may 
be areas where gliders cou ld operate above 
FL 100 w ithout a transponder. There are 
1,800 gliders based either at or near wave 
sites around the UK. 

By the time you read th is, the BGA w ill 
have issued its pos ition on this new RIA. 

ICAO Airspace Classification 
In '1991 the U K adopted the system of 
international airspace classification 
developed by the lntern<J tional Civil 
Airspace Organisation. The status of a piece 
of airspace is denoted by a letter shown on 
all aeronautica l charts, and it is this letter 
rather than the title of the airspace that 
determines the rules applying to i t. For 
example, in the UK airways will all be Class 
A but in other countries they may be Class 
E. In order to fly within Controlled Airspace, 
gliders w ill often require lega l exemptions, 
and the ava ilabil ity and nature of these w ill 
vary from country to country. 

Class A Controlled Airspace 
Cotswold CTA 
Daventry CTA 
London CTR 
London TMA 
Manchester TMA 
Worthing CTA 

All A irways (except where they pass through 
a TMA, CTA or CTR of lower status) 

As from November 1997 NO airways can 
be crossed by gliders. Exceptionall y, gliders 
may cross sections of Class A airspace 
by virtue of a Letter of Agreement (LoA), 
which wi ll have very detai led procedures 
to be fo llowed. These letters are specific to a 
club operation. Camphill has an agreement 
for crossing airway B1. There is also an 
agreement for crossing airways B2 and 8226 
in Scotland, which applies nationally. 
However, both these agreements require 
pilots to have read the detailed procedures 
and signed the BGA form, wh ich MUST 
be given to the CFI before undertaking 
a crossing flight. 

Class B airspace 
Th is no longer exists. 

Class C Controlled Airspace 
The entire airspace over the UK above 
FL1 95 is Class C contro lled airspace. Gl iders 
are no longer allowed to fly above FL 195 
w ithout restriction. Specified areas have 
been agreed that can be activated by c lubs 
using the procedures for glider operations in 
TRA(G). The BGA website's airspace section 
has fu ll detai ls of these procedures- see 
www.gliding.co.uklbgainfolairspacelloas. htm 
-and links to the Al P website, where the 
maps of these areas can be seen. 

Class D Controlled Airspace 
Formerly Spec ial Rules Airspace. All Class D 
airspace requires an ATC clearance to enter 
and transit this airspace. Pilots w il l also be 
fl ying in VMC conditions. Any pilot wish ing 
to enter it must: 
1. Contact the ATC unit and pass details of 
aircraft's position, level and proposed track. 
2. Obta in entry clearance. 
3. Listen out on the frequency whi lst in that 
airspace. 
4. Comply with ATC instructions. 
The above rules app ly to gliders in all 
Class D Areas: 
Aberdeen CTRICT A 
Belfast CTR 
Belfast City CTR/CTA 
Birmingham CTRICTA 
Bournemouth CTR 
Bristol CTRICTA 
Brize Nor/o n CTR 
Cardiff CTRICTA 
East Midlands CTR!CTA 
Edinburgh CTR 
Glasgow CTR 
Leeds/Bradford CTRJCTA 
Liverpool CTR 
Lyneham CTRICTA 
London Catw ick CTRICTA 
London Stansted CTRICTA 
London City CTR 
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London Luton CTR!CTA 
Manchester CTR/CTA 
Newcastle CTR/CTA 
Scottish TMA 
Solent CTA 
Southampton CTR/CTA 
Teesside CTR/CTA 

There is a form to complete after flying 
through Class D airspace (see the BGA web
site airspace section). All clubs should have 
copies. Completing this form will give the 
BGA and the CAA statistics on how many 
gliders have been granted clearances to 
continue their flights and identify any ATC 
units that may be unhelpful. There is NO 
restriction to asking any ATC unit in Class D 
for clearance to fly through their area. Most 
are only 'busy' for short periods usually 
early morning and late afternoon. Much of 
the traffic is transiting light aircraft or flying 
school traffic. The Code of Conduct for 
Glider Flights Through Class 0 Airspace is 
still relevant as it sets out good airmanship 
practice. Most pilots who have asked for 
clearances obtain them from helpful 
controllers but a few have been refused. 

Code of Conduct for Glider Flights 
Through Class D Airspace 
With the ever-increasing size of Class D 
areas the need to fly through them on cross
country flights will occur more frequently. 
Pilots can ask for a clearance to fly through 
ANY Class D airspace. The Code of Conduct 
set out below is a guide to good airmanship 
practice. 
1. Glider pilots should plan to route their 
flights through Class D airspace when it is 
clear that there are advantages from so 
doing, such as better weather and shorter 
track distance. 
2. Flights should try to spend the minimum 
time in Class D airspace. Pilots should avoid 
circling on or close to runway extended cen
tre lines, since this may well interfere w ith 
departing or arriving traffic. 
3. Keep the controller informed if, for any 
reason, ie massive sink, you have to change 
your planned course. 
4. Good lookout is vital at all times, and 
glider priois should be prepared to initiate 
avoiding action notwithstanding their right of 
way priority. Gliders are not always visible 
on radar. 
5. Competition tasks should NOT be set 
through Class D airspace. Where a task leg 
has to be set close to Class D airspace the 
ATC unit should be informed. When 
possible control point(s) should be 
established, to help ensure that gliders 
remain outside the airspace. 

All example of RIT procedure for crossing 
or flying in Class D Airspace is on the BGA 
website's airspace section (introduction). 

Class E Airspace 
The Belfast TMA and parts of the Scottish 
TMA are notified as Class E and permits 
all aircraft (including gliders) to fly in this 
area without ATC clearance subject to main
taining VMC. 
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Class F Airspace 
An Advisory Route (ADR) is a route used by 
airline type traffic without the full protection 
of an airway. Although depicted only as a 
centreline on UK aeronautical charts it is 
nominally 1 Onm wide. Gliders may cross 
Class F airspace without restriction but 
caution should be exercised and a listening 
watch on the correct ATC frequency is 
advised. 

Class G Airspace 
This is the term given to the "open" FIR 
(Flight Information Region), which is the 
uncontrolled airspace not subject to any of 
the previous classifications. Within Class G 
airspace there are various non-ICAO types 
of airspace, which are described below. 

Within Classes F and G airspace aircraft 
are separated on a purely see-and-be-seen 
concept. If requested, a flight information 
service (FIS) may be provided by civil and 
military ATC units. Most small light aircraft 
talk to whoever will listen as they fly around 
the country. 

Visual Meteorological Conditions 
VMC conditions for Class D, E and in the 
open FIR below FL 100 are: that an aircraft 
shall remain 1,000ft vertically, and1,500m 
horizontally from cloud in a flight visibility 
of Skm. Below 3,000ft AMSL an aircraft shall 
remain clear of cloud in a flight visibili ty of 
Skm and in sight of the grounq. Additionally 
when fl ying in the Open FIR below 3,000ft 
and below 140kts flight is permitted in flight 
visibilities of 1,500 metres. 

Local Agreements 
A number of local agreements exist which 
modify the effects of some of the airspace 
listed above. Letters of Agreement between a 
gliding club and a nearby airport can make 
airspace either more or less restrictive 
than described above, depending on 
circumstances. These arrangements are too 
numerous to list in full. 

Clubs that have Letters of Agreement must 
encourage their pilots to make use of the 
agreements. These agreements take up a 
large amount of time and effort to achieve 
and if the ATC authorities can see that they 
are not being used then we shall lose them. 
Use it or lose it! 

Copies of Letters of Agreement should be 
available from your club. 

NOTE: Letters of Agreement are now 
published on the BGA website airspace 
section to assist pilots before they visit a 
new site that has an LoA. Sites with LoAs 
will be listed. These agreements have 
developed over considerable time and are 
NOT for discussion. 

Aerodrome Traffic Zone (ATZ) 
A glider pilot wishing to enter an ATZ must 
first call the airfield on the notified radio 
frequency. An ATZ is only active during the 
notified hours of operation of the airfield. 
A few ATZs may be only active at weekends 
and Bank Holidays. Many military airfields 

are notified as permanently active though in 
reality this is not the case. Nonetheless the 
ATZs must be regarded as active at all times. 

At an airfield with an Air Traffic Control 
(AT() uni t, that unit is able to give or refuse 
permission for any aircraft to enter the ATZ 
and to give clearances to take off or land. 

At an airfie ld with an Aerodrome Flight 
Information Service (AFIS) or Air/Ground 
(NG) service, that unit is able only to pass 
information from which a pilot may judge 
whether or not it is safe to enter the ATZ or 
to take off or land; in other words, the un it 
cannot issue clearances or withhold 
permission. 

The following categories of airfield are 
protected by an ATZ: Government 
aerodromes and licensed aerodromes wi th 
one of the above types of service. 

The ATZ comprises the airspace extending 
from grouhd level to 2,000ft above the level 
oi the aerodrome and witnin a radius of 
2 or 2.5nm of the centre of the aerodrome, 
depending on the length of the main runway. 

At airfields without ATZs, including most 
gl iding sites, regardless of how busy they 
are, an itinerant aircraft may legally 
penetrate the airspace near and over the 
airfield, provided the pilot conforms to the 
traffic pattern or keeps clear of the circuit 
airspace, and observes the norma l rules of 
good airmanship to avoid conflicting with 
other aircraft. 

For landing at airfields with or INithout 
ATZs, it should be noted that many are listed 
in the UK Air Pilot as " PPR", "PPR to non
radio aircraft" or even "not available to 
non-radio aircraft". PPR (Prior Permission 
Required) means that landing permission 
must be obta ined in advance of the flight, 
e.g. by telephone. All military airfields are 
effectively PPR and will not permit landings 
by civil aircraft except where they have been 
prearranged, or in an emergency. 

Military Aerodrome Traffic Zones 
The rules applicable to the penetration of a 
MATZ are not mandatory for civil aircraft 
and the same applies to the Lakenheath 
Military Control Zone. However, radio 
contact is advised and inside every MATZ 
there is an ATZ, the rules of which must be 
observed. 

A standard MATZ comprises the airspace 
w ithin a Snm radius of the centre of the 
ai rfield extending from the surface to 3,000ft 
above airfield elevation. 

In addition, projecting stubs Snm long and 
4nm wide extending from 1 ,OOOft to 3000ft 
above airfield elevation are aligned wi th the 
approach to the main runway at one or both 
ends. Some MATZ may lack stubs or form 
part of a combined MATZ (CMATZ). 

Prohibited and Restricted Areas 
A Prohibited Area (P-prefix) is prohibited 
to all aircraft, whereas a Restricted Area 
(R-prefix) permits limited access by aircraft 
under defined circumstances, for example, 
landing at a nearby ai rfield. These areas 
include atomic energy establishments, 
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Crystal clear ... 
This beautiful tapered corner crystal block measures 80 x 50 x 50 mm and encloses a full 3D image 
of one of the most beautiful sailplanes ever designed. 

A perfect replica, whether viewed from above, below or behind, it's a miniature to treasure. 

The block is made from K9 optical Lead Crystal, and is specificaliy designed to reflect the minute 
detail offered by modern laser engraving technology. 

An ideal gift for Christmas, to mark a special occasion or just to buy for your own enjoyment, it is 
available as ASW28 (as illustrated),ASW22, Nimbus 3DT or Pegase. 

Supplied in a silk lined presentation box, this unusual precision made block can be 
used as a simple paperweight or a delightful display piece. 

This superb gift can be found in the BGA online shop at 
www.gliding.co.uklshop 

microRecorderm 
The new generation of flight data recorders 

@ SO Flash card version available 
g Engine noise available From only 
@ USB file transfer 
'@ NMEA and 5 volts output for PDAs etc 
@ Rechargeable battery life up to 100 hours 

£425+VAT 
ind. antenna and USB 

data/charging cable 

Contact Graham on +44 (0)7968 066710, graham@ewavionics . com or www . ewavionics.com 

Magazi e Editor 
Co petitive Salary 

Sailplane and Gliding magazine is the world's leading English language sport gliding publice~tion . This bi-monthly house magazine 
of the British Gl iding Association is managed by the editor with the support of the association prof essional staff and an established 
design and print business. 

Working part-time either from home or our Leicester office, the successful applicant will have the relevant experience and the 
vision to take the magazine into the next chapter of its 50-year history. 
Please forward your application in writing, enclosing your CV and salary expectations, to: 

Confidential for Pete Stratten, British Gliding Association, Kimberley House, Leicester LE1 4SE or; email: pete@gliding.co.uk 
All contact and applications will be treated in confidence. 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Come live the dream of advanced soaring flight with Soaring NV In the world's best soaring location! 
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ANNUAL AIRSPACE UPDATE 

> security areas in Northern Ireland and 
sensitive military installations. Most 
Restricted Areas should be considered as 
prohibited to gliders but the following are 
exceptions: 

The Restricted Airspace established 
around high security prisons is applicable 
only to helicopters and R105 at Highgrove 
House, Gloucestershire, applies only to heli
copters and microlights. 

R313 at Scampton exists for the purpose 
of protecting the Red Arrows display 
training. The area is a circ le of 5nm radius 
extending to 9,500ft amsl and active only 
during Scampton's normal operating hours, 
which are weekdays and as notified by 
NOTAM. During these times, a glider may 
enter the area by permission of ATC 
Waddington. 

Restricted Airspace (Temporary) 
Major air displays such as Farnborough or 
the Royal International Air Tattoo (RIAT) 
display at Fairford are protected by 
Restricted Airspace (Temporary), or RA(T) -
formerly known as Temporary Restricted 
Airspace. 

This year the RIAT is again at RAF Fairford, 
from July 12-13, 2008. Be aware that Friday, 
July 11 and Monday, July 14 - when the 
aircraft arrive and depart- are almost as 
busy as the show. 

Farnborough Air Show is from July 14 to 
20, 2008. 

Local gliding clubs usually negotiate 
limited access routes to and from their sites 
to enable non-radio gliders to continue 
operating but a glider equipped with 
suitable radio may fly in the area if it 
contacts the ATC unit designated by the 
NOT AM as the controlling authority. 

Other types of RA(T) are effectively closed 
to gliders. They are established to protect 
Red Arrows displays throughout the country, 
plus major flypast formations, over events of 
political significance and over the sites of 
major disasters. The duration and extent 
of the restriction can be quite short and will 
be published by NOTAM. 

Royal Flights 
At certain times airspace to protect Royal 
Flights in fixed-wing aircraft is established. 
This airspace is now referred to as 
Temporary Class A airspace. 

Details are available by using the 
Freephone service 0500 354802. NOTAM 
information of this airspace may be available 
should the flight be planned in advance. 
The AIS website (www.ais.org.uk) will have 
this information. NOTAMs covering Royal 
helicopter flights have ceased. These flights 
are not protected by Temporary Class A 
airspace. 

Clubs should telephone daily in order to 
obtain information on Roya l Flights. Gliders 
are not permitted to fly wi thin Temporary 
Class A Airspace, even by contacting ATC. 

Danger Areas 
The UK is covered with Danger Areas of 
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many types, shapes and sizes. They are 
active part-time, permanently or when 
notified by NOTAM. Full details will be 
found in the UK Air P,ilot, RAC Section. 
The chart of UK Airspace Restri ctions is also 
useful. 

The UK Air Pilot lists only the type of 
activity most likely to be encountered, 
but in practice various hazards may be 
encountered while manoeuvring outside the 
confines of the Danger Area, especially if it 
is a Weapons Range Danger Area. 

Many Danger Areas contain areas over 
which flight is prohibited at times within the 
period of activity of the Danger Area by 
reason of byelaws made under the Military 
Lands Act 1892 and associated legislation. 
lt is also worth noting that the UK Air Pilot 
does not list Danger Areas with upper limits 
500ft or less above the local surface, to 
which prohibiting byelaws may also apply. 

With these exceptions, flight through a 
Danger Area is not prohibi ted, but may be 
foolhardy. 

For certain Danger Areas, most notably for 
Salisbury Plain, a Danger Area Crossing 
Service is available- call Salisbury Plain 
Control on 122.75Mhz. A Danger Area 
Activity Service is available in other cases: 
this should be viewed as a means of 
estab lishing the state of activity of a Danger 
Area at a particular time, not as a clearance 
to cross it. 

A convenient summary of these two 
services and the ATC units to contact is 
printed at the foot of the 1 :500 000 series 
CAA charts. 

Particular care should be taken to avoid 
Weston on the Green (D129), which is used 
extensively for military paratroops training. 
Brize Radar on (134.3) w ill confirm activity 
status. 

Parachuting 
There are many si tes around the country and 
a few operate every clay and are extremely 
busy. The list of parachute sites and the 
appropriate contact ATSU/AC for transit 
information is on the maps. The airspace is 
contained in a circle rad ius 1.5 or 2nm from 
the centre of the drop zone up to a maxi
mum of FL 150. 

You will NOT see a free-fall parachutist in 
time to take avoiding action. 

The BGA website's airspace section has a 
link showing all parachute sites and radio 
frequencies. 

NOTE: This list adds another 0.5nm to 
the radius of drop zones. This is for those 
pilots flying with moving map displays to 
receive a warning when within 0.5nm of a 
drop zone. 

High Intensity Radio Transmission 
Areas 
These contain powerful radio emiss ions, 
which may cause interference with glider 
radios, electric variometers, electronic 
barographs and loggers. In particular, 
Fylingdales is so powerful that prolonged 
exposure may be injurious to health. 

Areas of Intense Aerial Activity 
An AIAA is airspace that is not otherwise 
protected by regulated airspace but where 
the activity of civi l and/or mili tary fly ing is 
exceptionally high or within which aircraft 
regula rly participate in unusual manoeuvres. 

Gliders may penetrate these areas but in 
view of the hazards, a sharp lookout is 
essential. 

Military Low Flying System 
Low flying by high performance military 
aircraft takes place in most parts of the UK 
up to 2,000ft agl, with the greatest 
concentration between 250ft and 500ft. 
A chart is available denoting the system 
(UK Air Pilot, RAC Section). Most gliding 
sites are notified to the Ministry of Defence, 
which affords them the status of a Military 
Avoidance Zone, usually with a radius of 
1.5nm. 

Radar Advisory Service Area 
A RASA is an area of airspace in which a 
pilot may, if he/she so chooses, avail 
him/hersel f of the services of a radar unit. 
There is no requirement to do so, and a 
glider pilot should not assume that other 
aircraft are being separated from him, 
nor even that the radar unit is aware of the 
glider's presence. 

The Airprox System 
Hugh Woodsend is now an officia l on the 
Airprox Board and thus can advise if any 
gliders are involved. An airprox may be filed 
by a pi lot who considers his flight to have 
been endangered by the proximity of 
another aircraft. All airprox incidents are 
investigated by the United Kingdom Airprox 
Board, whose deliberations are confidential 
so as to preserve anonymity. The purpose of 
a UKAB investigation is to determine what 
lessons can be learnt, not to take punit ive 
action. 

Prompt airprox reporting is vital if the 
other aircraft is to be traced. If in radio 
contact wi th an ATC unit report to them at 
once, or if this is not possible, telephone 
soon after landing. Call AIS (MIL) at 
Swanwick 01489 612406, who will start 
tracing action at once and inform the 
Airprox Board. Follow thi s up with a wri tten 
report on form CA1094 to the UKAB within 
seven days. Always use GMT (UTC is the 
same) in reports. Every club has been issued 
with this form. 

UKAB can be contacted in working hours 
on 01895 815125 or fax on 01895 815124. 
Their address is: The Director, UKAB, 
Hillingdon House, Uxbridge, Middlesex, 
UB10 ORU . 

If filing or suspect an Airprox may be filed 
against you, then please also contact: 
Bruce Cooper 01628 52 1360 or 
bruce.cooper68@virgin.net or 
Carr Withall 01442 862577 or 
Carrwithal/@btinternet.com or 
Hugh Woodsend 01993 830588 or 
Hugh_ woodsend@compuserve. eo m 
as soon as possible. If you are carrying a 
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logger please keep the trace. The use of 
traces may well provide evidence against 
exaggerated claims. 

Use of Radio 
A gl ider pilot possessing a radio operator's 
licence (R/T Li cence) is entitled to use all 
the ava ilable aeronautical frequencies of a 
760-channel radio. 

This permits seeking access to the 
following types of airspace that may be 
otherwise closed to gliders: any Class D 
airspace and Aerodrome Traffic Zones; some 
types of permanent and temporary restricted 
airspace; and some Danger Areas. 

Radio cannot be used to request entry 
clearance into Class A airspace (except by 
special arrangement) . 

All clubs have a copy of where and w ith 
whom one can take the RIT licence test. 
The li cence will be val id for ten years. 

Future concerns 
With the ever-increasi ng amount of CAT 
(commercia l air transport) traffic there is no 
doubt that smaller airports will be requesting 
control led airspace. 

This will require a huge amount of work 
by the BGA airspace commiltec, mostly 
done by Bruce Cooper and myself. Unless 
more pilots join this committee to assist us 
the Civil Aviation Authority and National Air 
Traffic Services will win the batt le to gain 
more and more control led airspace and we 
shall have less airspace in whi ch to en joy 
our sport. 

• • • • • • • • • • 
C P WEST Ltd 

Professional Re airs 
& Maintenance 

• 
Sailplanes & Gliders 

Self-Sustainers, Self-Launchers 
and PFA Permit types . 

• 
BGA M3 Authorised Maintenance 
German Qualified Composite 

Structures Inspector I Repairer 

• 
All Construction_'f' es 

Wood - Metal - Composites 

• 
Controlled Environment Wo.r./s~hop 

and Refinishing Shop - the Key to 
Quality Composites and Finishes 

• 
01432 851886 
rogerhurley@gliderpilot.net 

• • • • • • • • • • 
April ~ May 2008 

Maps 
After more powered aircraft and helicopters 
have been reported flying over gliding sites 
when winch launching is taking place the 
wording ' Intensive Gliding Act ivity' has been 
put back on the aviation maps for sites that 
have been most affected. 

There is much useful information at the 
bottom and side of the map that can greatly 
assist on cross-country flights: for example, 
ATZ frequencies, parachute site contact 
frequenc ies, Danger Area activity etc. With 
ever-increasing numbers of gliders and light 
aircraft flying around it is essentia l to use 
every bit of airspace possible. This can only 
be ach ieved if the correct frequency is 
immediately to hand when you wish to 
inform airfields that you are likely to fly over 
or through their zone. See BGA website 
-Airspace- Charts, for dates of new maps. 

Airspace Infringements 
Airspace infringements are of cou rse totally 
unacceptable. 

Last year several pilots were penalised in 
BGA competitions for very minor airspace 
infringements, primarily due to their not 
having the correct airspace shown on their 
map display. Please ensure that you have the 
up-to-date GPS airspace data downloaded 
and installed. Also have the latest map with 
you in the cockpit. 

If due to the difficulty of trying to stay 
airborne you cou ld drift into contro lled 
airspace, then before getting close to the 
airspace PLEASE call the ATC unit, 

apo logise, give your reason ior the required 
intrusion . They DO NOT CARE if you do not 
have an RIT licence but they DO CARE if 
the airspace that is in their control is 
infringed. With the requirement to obtain an 
RIT licence to fly within Class D airspace, 
pilots shou ld become more coniident to talk 
to other airfields that they may be flying 
close by. A brief courtesy ca ll is welcomed 
by most controllers and wi 11 reinforce the 
position that we are "professiona l" pilots. 

Finally, if you're lost ... 
Remember if you are truly lost and worried 
about infringing controlled airspace ca ll on 
the distress frequency 121.5. This service 
can very quickly find an aircraft as long as 
it is at about 2-3,000ft and south of 
Manchester. 

References: The information in this article is 
only a brief synopsis of the airspace rules as 
they affect glider pilots and is believed to be 
accurate at the time of writing. In case of 
doubt authoritative references should be 
consu lted . These are: Air Navigation Order 
2005 (now amended January 2008). Rules 
of the Air Regulations 2007. BCA Laws and 
Rules, 15th edition, March 2007, reflects the 
current legislation. 

Abbreviations: CTA= Control Area, CTR= 
Control Zone, TMA= Terminal Manoeuvring 
Area (the lower limit of a CTA or TMA is an 
altitude or fl ight level above the surface, 
whereas a CTR extends to ground level) . ~ 

Black Mountains Gliding Club 
The UK's premier site for glider pilot development 

Over 1 00 kilometres of 
local ridges 
Longest average flight 
time of any UK gliding 
club 
Ample flight time to 
perfect ridge, thermal and 
wave soaring skills 
Full-time professional 
resident instructor 
FREE Courses for 2008: 

Ab-initio, Bronze C, 
Ridge and Wave 
Soaring, Cross Country, 
Bl or Ass Cat course 
preparation, Aerobatics, 
Instrument 
appreciation, 
Confidence-building 

•:- Specific courses arranged 
on request 

•> Open 7 days a week from 
the beginning of March to 
the end of October 

•:• Expeditions welcome 

www.blackmountainsgliding.co.uk Tel: 01874 711463 (weekday mornings) 
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JAXIDA condensation free 
all-weather covers 
Protects your aircraft 
-Against sun, rain, and snow 
- Self-polishing action in the wind 
- Easy for one person to fiVremove 
- Two-ply fabric also good winter lair www.jaxida.com 

- ~~--. -~ .. _ _______........_ 

JAXIDA COVER, Strandmoellevej 144 · DK-4300 Holbaek, Denmark 
Tel. +45 5944 0725 · Fax + 45 5944 0609 · E-mail info@jaxida.dk 

PARASENTIAL 

UKAgent 
for the 

SOFf E 
(AMERICAN) 

PARACHUTE 
Apply below for full details 

parasential@ botmail.co. uk 

01256 381689/ 
07752 419445 

( Marjorie Hobby) 

The ideal present! 
"All soaring pilots should have this book on 

their shelves"- George MoHat 
" Like Schweppes, it fizzes the whole way 

through" - Derek Piggott 
" Don't read it in public unless you are 

willing to make a spectacle of yourself laughing 
out loud"- Dave Allison 

"The funniest book ever written"- Platypus 

Buy onllne at www.glidlng.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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April - May 2008 

G HOLIDAY? 
Soar Mind en is proud to offer 5, 7 and J D Day ltoliday packages 

They mclude • R no-Tahoe Aiport P1ck·UP. and Drop-Off • Hotel • Transport to and 
from mor I • A Two Hour S1le & Aarcroh Check • Unlimited Flying Each Day • 

Datly 3 000 QFE Tow • Oxygen • Parachute • Barograph • Badge Proce~smg 

5 Day Packog I 249 7 Days $1 699 I 0 Day $2 499 

Your choice of a•rcroft - G 1 03 s, 1 02 s, LS3A or DISCUS 8, MINI NIMBUS B. LS4 
E-mail: soarminden@powernet.net. Web: http/ /www.soarminden.com 

Tel: 775 782 7627 Fax: 775 782 6505 

SOARI DREAMS COME TRUE 

FOR ALL YOUR 
G IDING E S 

Visit our shop @ www.gliding.co.uk 
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THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 

p~ 

For more than 70 years our members 
have been enjoying one of the best 

Ridge Soaring and Wave Sites in 
Scotland 

Why not join us and see for yourself 

Scotland's Premier Training Site 
Training Courses for 2008 

To ensure that we con meet your requirements, advance 
booking for a ircra ft, clubhouse accommodation, corovons 

a nd camping is essential 

Call us on 01592 840543 
The Sconish Gliding Centre 

Portmook Airfield, Scotlondwell KY13 9JJ 
Web http://www.sc:ottishglidingcentre.co.uk 

emoil: oHice@scottishglidingcentre.co.uk 

cr3 PFT - HINTON 

The Motor Glider Club 

GLIDER 
INSTRUMENTS 

!:j 
:::s 
~ 

See You Mobile v3.0 £149 
See You for PC v3.8 £92 

Probably the best PDA Navigation, 
Task Planning and Analysis sohware 

- Try it today -

Supplied on 3 COs with world wide 
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• NPPL Courses - SLMG & SSEA 
• Courses for Glider Pilot's -

from £980 
• RT Courses & Test Centre 
• Ground Study W/E Courses 
• Motor Glider Hire - £60ph 
• C150 Hire - from £99ph 

Hinton Airfield, Nr Banbury 
less than 1 hour ,from London or Birming~m - via M40 

01295 812775 
www.motorgliderclub.co.uk 

E-mail: clivestainer@tiseali.co.uk 

OTIFUR CW300 LONG LIFE RELEASE CLEVER BOX YARIO 

£239 £299 

(M. G. Hutchinson) 

PZL, Winter and Smiths Instruments 
repaired and overhauled. 

Contact us with your requirements. 

Write or phone: 

'Tanfield' 
Shobdon 

Nr. Leominster 
Herefordshire HR6 9LX 

Tel : 01568 708 368 

' 

Cl) topo a nd satellite mapping. Now with 

~ 
downloading for EW flight recorde rs . 
See You was used to score the 2006 
Standard , 15m and 18m Nationals, a nd 

'----- most regional competitions 

~ 
UK ::;erVJce c.;entre ror tne 
repair and upgrade of all 
Cambridge Instruments 

BGA and /GC Approved Calibration Centre 
for all types of GPS Flight Recorders 

£15 + £6 return post 

Dickie Feakes 
Bicester Aviation Services 

11 The Poplars, Launton, Bicester OX26 5DW 
01869 245948 or 07710 221131 

dickie@bas.uk.net 

CLEVER BOX VARIO SYSTEM 
* See our website www.cairaviation.co.uk for details of this 

new exdting variometer system from the same stable as the 
ubiquitous XKlO Vario System, now available from stock 

from,. ~ 
\,Oi'r £---
Aviation Ltd. 

"You can bank on us" 11 

. 

+ New Instruments with Form 1: Winter 1.5 turn 80mm ASI's 0-1 60kts, 0-200kts £189.90, Winter 57 mm Altimeter £A09, Winter Voriometers with Hosk 57 mm or 80mm £262, Airpath panel 
mount compass FAA released £98. + New Instruments: GDI miniature turn ond slips £269, 80mm altimeters 0·20,000' £139, PZL Altimeter £109, Mini Accelerometer £149. 

+ Surplus Tested Instruments: Ferronti Horizom with new Solid State Inverters Mk 6 £329, Mk 14 £389, Mk 32 £449, 80mm T/ S £11 4, New Solid State Inverters 12·14DC in 115v 400hz out., 
12·14V DC in 26·28V DC out £129, Smith Mk 20 0·35,000' sensitive altimeters with test report £120, accelerometers £99. + Radio: Delcom 960 Panel Mount £249, Eleclrel Boom Mics £34, 

Delcom 960 DC Adaptor £25, Speokers/ Mics £21, Panel Mount Castings £21. 9YJ Boffery £39. + BGA Approved "Ottfur" Releases: New Original OM Series£ 199, ON Series Long ufe alternative 
for modern gliders - Nose CW400 series £179, C of G CW300 Series £239, Exchange OM Series £119, CW Series £99, Spring kits available all series. "Ottfur" launch safety weak link carrier. £9.50. 

CAIR Aviation Ltd, Steephill House, Felcot Road, Furnace Wood, Felbridge, West Sussex RH 19 2PX Tel: 01342 712684 Fax: 01342 717082 
e-mail: colin@cairaviation.to.uk www.tairaviation.to.uk 
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Bronze & Beyond 
Be ready for summer 

The book that tells you what 
every British cross-country 

pilot should know. 

Available from BGA, larger gliding 
clubs, and direct from: 

http://tinyurl.com/Sn34z 

April - May 2008 

Mountain High Oxygen 
We are now authorised distributors 
for the full range of MH Oxygen 
EDS and XCR systems. Visit our 
website to view the full range. 

Microair 760 Radio 
Thi$1antastic little 57 IMl radio 
has nK:enl\y be updated to version 
"lr and IS better lhan ever. 
£646.291nc VAT 

Winter Bonlgerate 
Instruments 
The very best German precision 
Instruments. Visit ou 1 e to 
view the full range. 

Colibri 
Smallest 
logger with 
high leveliGC 
approval. All 
you need to 
cl-aim badges, 
records or competition flights 
ll is small in size, but big In 
functionality. Standalone it 
is useful tor navigation, wind 
calculation and tracking of engine 
status. Full details on our website. 

£595.00 inc VAT 

Gadringer Seat Harness 
Replacement seat harness for most 
gliders in a full range of colours. 
prices start at: £275,71 
incVAT 

Camelbac 
Unbottled 2litres 
Leak-proof full Insulated 
bottle offers up fo 3 hours 
of cool, dean water. 
£29.38incVAT 

GPS, PDA Cable and 
Mount Specialists 
Vl&it cwr website to VIew the 

Digital a d1o variometer 
with average display and inbuilt 
speaker. We are the UK agents 
With the full range available. 

These all new versions. replace the 
840 and B50 with the addition of 
new technology and functions. 

we have 15 years 
experience in all 
kinds of repair, 

simply call for advice. 

TEL 01452 741463 
M. 07860 542028 

SALES@SVSP.CO.UK 
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CLUB GALLERY 
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G-A"' .. 
• 

This page, clockwise from top: 
BGA Chairman Patrick Naegeli in Lasham's newest 
acquisition, a Grab 109 f',vww.flightbox.net) 

An exercise in boxing the tug- Banbury GC's Pawnee 
on February 10th (Rob Crank) 

Another new buy is this tug, a Maule M6-235 Super 
Rocket, G-BKGC. for Vale of White Horse (Jay Myrdal) 

From new buys to old favourites - a Rhonsperber being 
winch launched at Dunstable (Andrew Sampson) 

Opposite page, clockwise from top left: 
The view over the Scottish scenery on this pilot's first 
flight out of Deeside in 2008 (Charlie Jordan) 

At 9,000fl in a Duo on a lale-January weekend at the 
Mynd, from Mike Greenwood. Mike did eight hours, 
with two good wave flights, that weekend. "Just shows 
what fantastic flying you can do in the winter," he says .. 

Mind you, their Friday began with repairing Midland's 
windsock pole. bent by strong winds (Mike Greenwood) 

London GC's Rotax Falke motorglider, G-FLKS used 
for cross-country training, field selection and NPPL 
training, in the tug hangar at Ounstable (Sieve Lynn) 

Nene Valley's Ran Sibley has gained his SLMG and 
has soloed the syndicate G-BHSD solo at Upwood 

Cadet Samantha Fear of Peterborough & Spalding 
was sent solo at 16 by father Kevin, towed up by her 
mother, Sheena, and retrieved by her brother, David .. 

Our thanks to all contributors. If you 'd like to submit your 
previously unpublished photographs to S&G, please do 
send them to us ateditor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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u 
news 

Andreas (l'sle of Man) 
T! I[ !Ufi engine is due b¥ k from overhdu! ~ honly <.1 nd the wi nch 

hils bt»f•n rc-wirl'd to c ure a n intt'rmi tt('ll l misfire so vve .m' about 

re.1dy f<:lr the· impf~ndi ng good wt •,l!ht•r. VVl' r('( ently ~wld ()ur 

t\Gt-.·1 and s.aw J b it ol J. shu (fle round in club oiiicers, which is 

hc.l lt hr. Brian Cootbpeed han<k:d nvt-:_r the rn lc of Safety Officer 

to Tony \•Vch ber ,1 nd , .1iter Torn \'Vi .. erll.J il J h rl u u n(ed h is retire· 

ment lrom tl ying. G~cml: t-lowi<; rook on the ro l of Ch.1irman. 

Th~: mcn~bcr~ of the c.lu b wish to t.l kt' thi~ opportun ity tC> th<l nk 

Torn ior his enthu !> i<h nl, dcdi C<~ti o n, ;md grea t expcri Qnce over 

th(• ye tlrS . V\lith this J ncl ,li1 t'q ual J tilount oi eiiort irorn his 

hrothr>r D fl vt thi s c lub h;h ..,urviv('d and kept h(_· <J ding in the right 

di rection !rom the tinw \ \T' s tJ. rted thC' first gliding on th0 isl;md 

In 1091 . Cl ub s t ~dwa r t'!> in ~very sense. Th.Jnk you . 

Brian Goodsp~ed and Bob Fenneli 

Banbury (Aquila) 
\NE h.we h:~d .:;ome v(•ry good d.1ys th is year w ith dea r biLK' skiG. 

~1nd unlimited vis ibili ty, whi ch h,lve b(:.'t'n t!X u~llent for trai ning. 

O n the 1 6th J~1nu ;, ry Wl:' h.1d w ,Wl', jus t S(luth c> J. -; t oi 13anhury, 

up to 5,000!t. Fli ghts of two hours plus were Jchi C'vc·d. [vcn the 

Fa\ke man.:1gerl to strug.gle up to 3 ,60011. rortun ~ltf'lv it hcb 

f!'::nu ineU qu ite dry ,md (,mly strong w inds prevt•ntcd us il~·in g ior 

nnc \\'l' f' k{'nd. Our 180hp Super Cub i" aw cl\' for its Jnnu,JI .md 

gl ick·r Cs oi i\ Jrt.=' well undl'rway th,Jnks to Peter Fi nchL1m and 

Roger Conmhes. 

Rod Watson 

Bannerdown (RAF Keevil) 
FEGR U i\RY proved gcm:rous to gl idl1r p il o ts in \N ihshirc. 

\IVednesday 6th w~s .1 wondcriu1 therrnal dc1v with air sn de1'l r it 

~pa r k I CY~ . S.1 tu nby CJth brought loh n i' lovc~ ly w :'lvC', right (J\IE'f tht.• 

.J ir!if'ld; al though r'ew got ahovl' J .OllOit, W f' ,dl fi l led o ur boo('.. 

These w c.re followt:d by mme dd yl n! ~u n ny ..; kies ;,md t;entle 

b ~t:.'t•Les th,1 t kep t t.'H'rronc busy and \ t:nt u~ horne •n1iling. 

M,1rc:h w i l l bring nur AG;\'\ .m d , lnt( •r. a n f'xpc-d ition tu tlw North 

\ 1\ 'est. As ever, v is i tors arc wek:ome to s O~H Ovt-'r our beauti tul 

Cc1unty, (or i n!ormt~ t io n nn 8.1nm!rdnwn .1nd \()~(;~· co ndi t io n ~ ~H 

th (;' airii<:'kl , vi sit \'.'IVw.h.:wncrdow n. co.uk 

STOP PRESS Our ].1nus is b~1ck ! 

Debb Hackett & And)' Miller 

Bath, Wilts & North Dorset (The Park) 
THt gond weathPr h~1s brought a IMgt• number o f l'nth us ias tic 

member~ out tn tht~ l,,tunchpoint, ,1nd we,• have h.;tcl some good 

dL1y ~ of flying. Congr"Jtu lat ions go to George Camp . who has 

c ompett:'d his Bl tr;l ining. He. has been W(:.'lc:t Jmed un to the 

instrul' t(lr l!st. A las t.1i r MacCregor h,1s been Jppointed CFI, JS 

t\ l;:m Mil ne h<1s stood down. O ur thanks g(J to A.l an for the work 

ht> did during hi ::; time a.~ CFI, Jnd w e hop€' !w wi ll frequent th t> 

cl ub ~1~ mu ch <~ '!- bfdore. \\le. look in rward to .;1 new ~c.ason w ith 

A l,l 5tDi r Jnd wi "h hi m (:•vpry ~ u CCl->55 . The winter lec tures have 

bPl'n a gn·dt s.uccT·ss. Th(' high c.1lihrc prc-sc•ntations hJVl' bc't'n a 

gn::•at crCi'dit to the SfX'Jker-.. Thl~ cl ub hosted the RG A iunrli ng 

~ern inar, which w J5 well org.111i:>cd and c.x tremt-l y US(.'i~JI. 

Jan Smith 

Please send news to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 
or to Helen Evans, BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan 
Way, Leicester LE1 4SE to arrive by April15 for the 
next issue (later deadlines at www.glidmg.co.uk) 
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George Camp of Bath, Wills & North Dorset GC is pictured 1il 

the Puchacz after completing his Basic Instructor training 

Bidford (Bidford) 
\YE haw.:• spent the \'\'inter months clearing, cleaning ,1nd 

rt~-b ui lcJ in g . :md now we L<Hl .st...'C th~ h,ud work L·oming f(.l fruition. 

\Ve will be welcoming the new C<l tert'r early MMc.h, 

thl: bM w il l lx• back in business <md a rejuvenated club will start 

the season. N<"w members incl ude Phi I Kclrn.1n, who will bl." doing 

some towing for us, M,1rk Lewis, 1\-lJrk L:wder Jnd Roger B~1rri ck. 

Our Regit.)n.ll Competi tion entry list is hotting up, check ou t 

\\'\ \'lv. hidiorc~LJ!iding.co.uk/J008_c111tics.htnJ f<lr thl' latL'st 

listing. n l.lnk..; to all our lllC'mbers· who hJve helpt.'!d \\1ith the 

gencr.1l Site m,1int efl~H l C:C 6vt:r the winter period, yuu h<Ive:: re.J IIy 

mad(' the diite n~·net:' . 

Lynne Burkert 

Borders (Milfield) 
ON the day~ we have twen ,1hle to f!y, some impre-; siv~ w.Jve 

hJs bC'Cfl h~td. Mike Crews (Vcga) w :ts able to c-b im hi s diamond 

lw ight !Fcb OCil di mhing to 1 q,soo i t. On the same (by Julcs 

Su tton (L.l k 17J) cli rnlx'd to 17, I 00 ft. \'Vei l done to both for th J. t. 

\ 1Ve Jrc now c.onfi rrned .1 5 hdving our CASC:: st.l.tus (Community 

Alll al('ur Sports Cluh). Due to ch.1ng(•s vvith in our local L1 uthorit y, 

hcing .1 CASC ,1llows us to c l.1i111 ,1n aou;. , rPrluc1ion in our local 

.1uthnrity rates. A b i ~ th.1nb in pdrticul.lr to Bri :-~ n Brow n and 

r\[;m \Valker for all the ir time and effort in gt: tt ing the < lub the 

CASC stL'l tus. And l<l Stly, uur L<lub pres ident and founriL·r mernlwr, 

j imrny Hog.-1rth and his wi fe:.' f.il etl n ce lt:hrrl tlc"Ci their Co kiPn 

\'Vedding .:mnivers.Jry on tlw 8th of FehruL1ry. Best vvi shes to you 

bot h ,1nd for the iuturc frurn ;~I I of us ,1( the c lub. 

Richard Abercrombie 

Bristol & Glos (Nympsfield) 
N ~\o\1 umlmittl-?<:' m(·' rn bPr Ali Le0s took on the role of soci<1l 

"ccretu. ry. The AGA,I w;rs to ld that, f i nam· i .~lly, it h~d been a 

reason;J hle y('ar ~ h ut insu rJncc prem iums h.:1d rockt.•ted. O ne o f 

our priori t i<'~ i"' to gel mow rn~mbt:•r .., . An ",JdoFI· ;t-mom" ~ <..: h cme 

~ ~ lx! ing tr iNt ou t In improvl' till' c luhhous(' <111d add to tht:> 

bu •~din~s work done by DCFI Don Pu twck ~nd his miCl·W<.'ek 

tt?:Hn . Tht:) Clt::.HlN.l ou t ,md p<~intcd tht> ( juhroorn .md embarkc•d 

on the gents' luo in the "old '' c lubhousl-' . George Isle~ went 

so lo : congr,ltub tinns. \V· h:.td :;cv('r:ll gcxld w inter ridge dt1Y5 

with the whole Cotswold ridge irom near Str e~t ford to B <:~ .th 

flown severa l times . There h.1s .1lso been wJ.ve and tht'rma l in 

January. Much ent husi,lSnl un Don Puttock 's weekend m ini 

courses incl uded I<!Llll l'hi ng in the snow in ),1nu.1ry wh il l' 

j im H<tmmcrton was teaching 30 loc<1l inspectors about Et\SA. 

CrZth.lm ~~\orris g"w e a presentation on improvi ng l,mding 

technique. 

Rernard Smylh 

Buckminster (Saltby) 
SPRIN G hus truly sprung with some very busy w eekends and 

weeks. \Vin tcr h<15 been very busy too. Keith Ford h.1s gone so lo. 

aiter ini ti all y laking cl On (:'-day course in June. The t!OGSSS 

pro ject (lo bri ng new loos to S.l ltby) is well underw;;~y thanks to 

h~1 rd \Vork Jnd sponsorship (rom J group of members .:md fri ends 

of Saltby mon' rlonation::. welcome! \Vc .ue also hosting .m 

Assi stJnt ln:;tructors course from the 1 nth to 18th May; ple,1sc 

contact U5 ii you w ant il space. The 4th \1\loocl .1nd Cl ass 

rom1wti tion takes pbtc? on the second 1\1~1)' BL1nk holiday 

- all welc ome. Pl us watch th is spJce for the Aerobatic 

competi ti on d.1tes. \Ve cont inue to fly se:vf'n day" a week so 

why not pop in ! 

Chris Da\•ison 

Frank Thompson, aged 88, after re-soloing at Burn GC He had 

been prevented from flying solo due to club insurance terms 

Burn (Burn) 
OUR. bJ. ttlo to continue gliding ;1t l:l um continues. \·Vc had a 

meeting with the ,lirllc ld nwnpr.;, Yorbh ire ForwJrd along with 

the local MP .:1 ncl represc:nt.li'IVl'S oi the Villagl' <Jnd Distrin 

Counc i ls . \ 'Vt• put forward propo:>a l ~. vvhich would ;1llow us to 

continue our opcrJtions on the ai rfil•ld with long-wrm security. 

Yorkshire Forward ;1grt.'f..'d tu cun-s idt-'r tlwm ;md to givL' their 

r~-s ro nse in M Jt ch. Th rn~:ding w;:l5 reportf'd by the lnc;'l l pr s 
wi th the du b being portr:tyl"d i11 a V<'ry positivl' light. Mikl' 

Hnw py .1rr.:mged a s.ucct."ss lul annual ( ros.s-Cnuntry Briefing OL1y. 

T he profi ts frum the course ft:.'t.' were donrJted to the Yorkshire Air 

t\rnbu litnt:e. A special th~1nks to 1\1.1rgan ·t H.1im•s <~nd )C\10 [Jinder 

for providing the r<'fr(· ~hnll'nt5 . 

Georgl" Goodenough 

Cambridge (Gransden Lodge) 
PLAN S ior the rww season ;m• cornpk·tl', wi 1h <;c•ven (by 

opf•ra t i on ~ commencing M<1rr h 24th - wt"' wekomL' h.Kk our 

profess ional instructor \t.'Jnl of Robert Tlwil Jnd Andy B<:.•Jtty for 

200H. \<Vc .m .' running Ol lr orx·n-to-a ll ' Rust HuS!(•r' cnurs~s in th C' 

early ~pri ng, ;1inwd il l blowing <lw<ty cobwebs ;1 nd jump starting 

pilot.:.. to r tlw nt'\•v season, w e have planm_>d a past members dJy 

on Apri l 6th, .md J n Open 0.1y on April 27th. Me.mwhile it 's 

gre,JL to be hosting ~~ rl GA instructors cours~· in mid-Apri l. F:'l rly 

M.1y sC'Cs us welcoming vintage gliders lnr :1 mini r<1lly with 

c.ll c·ring.. camping .1nd entert<1innwnt adding to <1 colourful glidt'f 

park. li you fly snmething o ld and interesting. or you just want 

to come ,1nd w,11ch how it used to bt• done, you will be very 

we lcolll('. On the flying fiL~ Id Wl' have been flying the new ly 

EASA'ed flee t .1 nd C,1det Oli\(er Emery h.JS made good ust:• of it by 

going -:;o lo in 27 launcl'les. 

David Howsl" 

Clevelands (Dishforth) 
ON Boxing D;ty, c~ fGw uf t h~ c lull n1cmlwrs jo ined the Gishop of 

R. ipon and Ll'l'Ch ii1 the lrMiition;ll pil grini Jgc from Ripon 

Cathedral to FountJi ns- Al1bey, only ro be taunted b)' the sight of 

,1 visitor to th<' c; lub soaring high in tht• \•vave Over the i.Hnous 

\\lurid HcritJgL' ~ ite! The tran:-ition of gliders to EASA h ~1s rne<1nt 

much work over tiH-' w inter for our air~;r<1tt rncmb<:>r Jim Ml'LPan , 

,1nd i~ cont inui ng into th t• ~prin g . Congratu lations to two Leeds 

Uni versity stud(.•nb, Bc'n l3rinklt>y ,1 nd Yi rk-1 M~1tu s !k \Vho 

persevered w ilh their tJJining during winter, .tnd hdve. bo th 

,lchi('vPd ii rst so lo. 

Polly Whitehead 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
THE d ub ,1nnu~1l dinner d.1ncc• was held un j,m 5th and was 

a great ~u ccl~S so thanb to Richard Kil l fo r mga ni sir1s it. Th t"' 

occas ion i~ used to presen t Jnnu.1l aw.Hds .1nd cup~ to desPrv ing 

members as fo llows: Res t Cro ss Country, Eugene Lambert; Height 

g.1in , Simon Lucas; lk5t comp results, Bri L1n l3i rlison; Best Junior, 

Hclcna Gardner; Best ovc•r 65 , John M cVVilli rt rn ; B("st 2 sca!(:'f, 

Ooug CMdner I O.wc C arctiner; Cl ub l.1dder, Chris C ough; 

Chai rmo1n 's <J\ovard, Ti m !3 ~l rTK'S I Ri t hJrd Cartt•r. Finally 0 Jvid 

Roberts w .1s presPnted with .1 lifetime servicP aw~1rd. O ur A M 

re-l'lt'ctc•d M ike \IVc.ston as Ch~1 i rm <1 n. He wJs happy to report <:m 

increZtse in IJunches from the previnus. Our tJrgets for tlw yeJr 

are to continue to inc;rease our <Ktiv i t it~s . \,Ve Jr(' introducing two 

new P\•Vl>s to the club fleet, in our gradu.1 l shiit from wood to 

g la~ s . \Ve will be host l n ~ the Club Cl,lsS i'\1 ~1tion a l s this sumnw r 

ancl hopefu lly <1 t3CA instructor tr;lining cnursr later in the year. 

Frank Birlison 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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New soloist Peter Fa/la. who is more used to piloling the Condor 

ferry out of Weymouth, prepares for his second solo at Dorset 

Cranwell (RAF Cranwell) 
BY the tirne yuu n-!ad thi ;; Tirn 0dvk-s Jnd NciiAlkins will h;Jv{_. 

rc-turm·rl from mount .. 1in nying in Chile. I believe we too here. at 

Cr.:mwdl h.wc in th<• pa"t nurnbl•r o ( wt·eks had ~onw inlere...-. ting 

Hying in chilly weather with the diehards ~Niou" l y flU('Stioning 

thei r .;:anity. The winter ~cason generally brings the mcmy ta.-.b 

inc luding Cs of A, aircr,1ft , v0hicles. win r.hl3, g<'ncral hou~e 

ket>ping .:tnd a,Jm in w()rk. A hig th,:mk you to Mi~(· I IJie, Stt•vc 

Ocnn, M ick \·Vood, lan Campbel l, John Morri s and .1 11 thoc; f'l 

who h.wt~ :>upport~d th('ir work thrnughnut this la!ll )'Ctlr, Jnd not 

forgctring most rmpnrt.1ntly the s,oup dragon.s in the guisl! of Sue 

Wood~ i\·tiriom Watson Jnd Kc· ira !:vans. The Jnnual pUnt checks 

l in ft~ h. been well underw;1y in prrpara tion for the· ntw smtring 

5eo!!on, J. fi nal thdnk~ to nll 1he IMtructors in ensuring thJt every

one is m.lj nt,J ining the highest .standJrds of flyi n' possible. 

Ze:b Zamo 

Crusaders (Cyprus) 
\".' ~ ' RF having :1 cold bot clry win tli!f s.o we hJVl' been lucky 

enough to ily on most lub dJys. .ongratul~tlon s this time. to 

John Vincent who went solo on just hi.s 66th launch - our <;t<Cond 

o I~IC' who has <..~tlend t'd one of the excellent CSJATC cnu run 

hy the nice guys irom llalton. Congr;"Jtulariom also to vctlan<J 

Petko who .1l~o ~nlm·d in J;m . TcJ bring in the New Yl!dr we wc~rt' 

flour-bomb ing from the T2 1 and rh is ' ;, .llso won by Svutla.n,1. 

LJ SI, but certJ.inly nnt l e~l!>t: c:ongrntui OtiUilS to our en Eddy 

U.; tc·nlf'r w ho bec<lnlC J rbd for the SC'C(.md time c•;u ly in thC' 

New YeJr. 

)o Rigby 

Darlton (Darlton) 
WINTU-! gloom, w ~t w "'at her and a tacky grass airfield did not 

prPvent our members irom achieving il cr--.dit1bl launch rat 

(I SOl in j,muary dnd wme unexpected hali hour O<Jring flight s 10 

c•Jrly Ff'hru~1ry. Our glider sa les tc.1m, Shirl ey ,vtaddex .:md John 

Sw;mn.:~tk, hi lve been .lLiivdy disposing of surplus gl iders - K·7s, 

K8, Swallow and SF27 t1cross the- UK and as i.1r aiic-ld as 

llungary! The reu~ntl y Vd atcd ~ite at \•Vinthorpe (New;ukJ has 

hel•n h.:md<·d ba<·k to the l.:mdlord, with the odd backw.Jrd glance 

Jnd tear, on complcti(m of nying lhcrl' alter 70 )'ears- the end of 

an em. Annu.JI il yin~ checks .1rc in iull svving w ith members 

looking forward to tht~ forthcoming flying sea.wn with Friday~ 

Corporate H ying, Borders C l iding Club vi~il at Easter .:md 0Jrl ton 

Flying \1Vt"<:~ks cnmmt=~ ncing 2Gth r\1\J )' and 25th August 2008. Ou r 

m:w club is working wt•ll , member." arf' Pn joying ttw fl~r• ng and 

the ... oc ial life - drop in and see us anyt irne. 

Ceoff Homan 

Dartmoor (Brentor) 
TilE promising 'i ldfl to 2008 h~1s t:ome JS something of .1 ~ urpri ':C 

to the mJnJgement team at rhe club. The iie.ld has drained well 

to enable tl yi ng whcncvPr the weather has p~rmittecl. And w hen 

t.hJt has bC'C'n poss iblf', rhc conditions hJv<' enabled us to athicve 

W<'ll over 200 I.Junches in the first six w~c:ks of I he year. For 

those o f you who swe~r hy Key Periormance Indicators this is 

87 l a unch ~- on the right side o f our smoorhed KPI t urv<:. 

\I!Je welcome lhe addition~ of M.lrk Courtncy ,1nd Stcve VVestl.:md 

to our Duty lnstru c:tnr l<oster who, ..1long with Bob Pixie, have 

contribu ted to this increase in the bunch rate. Our thJnks and 

wond<•r go to Gus Pe.arC(' for his ongoing work tr<Jn!'forming the 

O ld \'V inch into som thing iit ior modern times: it's a Cr.:md 

Ousign - if only we knew what thJI Crand Design wJ s! 

Mart in Cro ppe-r 

April - May 2008 

Dorset's Peter Robinson is congratulated on solo by Gerry Cox 

Right: Highland soloist Sandy Sutherland with Andy Anderson 

Deeside (Aboyne) 
\N!NTH{ fly ing has continu<'d at a sle.ldy IM\c, with wnw good 

wave days. I write- thi s c:J I thr· start of 1-Pbruary, .1nd l<oy \•Vilson 

h :•~ :tlrc.:ady po~ted two .WO km iligh~s for OC't').idC' <tnd will be 

collect ing il trop hy Jt th ~ BGr\ conference. for I he fJst jQOkm oi 

2007 (I )2kmlh!). Our duh g l ider~ <"l rl' t,urrent ly lUrnp ll-.l ing thc.ir 

EASt\ C.-.. of 1-\, rr<'ld~~ for the "eoJ ~ t' m. lhc' ;1nnual dinnc1 w,,<;. wel l 

Jttc.n dcd, th.mks- to L.wra C.Jill f;!Wt1 inr mg.1ni .s ing the ch;u·J~. 

rh(' ('iltry for tllC' 2008 UK Mount:~in SoJring Ch.1mpionsh ip i!' 

vi."' i'l: iurrn on it li wcbsitt' www.ukm.•W.<.;o.uk·. Congr.lh go to 

Antoniil Hausler Jnd CiJrry ,o\llan ior completing their Silvc• 

heights .1\ :~round 1 O,OOOfl and cnmmist:'rlltion~ to Gtmy fur .1 

valiant 4.25 hours. Rc·mcmber- our so.1rin~ ~Ca.!>on j., ye.1 r 

round, so hook now lO come and vis !I. 

Cha rlie Jordan 

Dorset (Eyres Field) 
EYR FlEI D has <ta)'('d u hie inr mv h mar <Jf thi s winter than 

in the past The new 'liner·' \ rkshop i~ pr(lvi r'lg i wurth, with 

a light. airy, ;:.nd w~.um enviro nment for gild maint •nance VVc 

h,1d two member · go loin lanuary. Pt:t r Fa iiJ is more lfsed to 

piloti ng the Condor ferry out oi Weymouth, Jnd P~ter Rol.J insun. 

\Ni th Hw new solo in the pnst six months \VC now hilve 

mcml~ lighting ovt-'1' our 1\ -8. l.;aJt uur "Hl l\\ rl mc~intfln~·mce 

warn of U.my and ,t\l .:tn il re workinB on our second K ~~L Jlnd 

hope;: to hJ\1C it atrworthy soon. \Vc nmv have rnofe rnen 1bers 

w ith the hQur" to nJh le thcrnrn t'ly our A5tir, <o th is i~ tnki r'lg 

.som e. of rhe 1ruin l e.t.'s look forw:t r<l ro <1 good onr!ng s-eason 

th1s year, w ith all the trials and tribulat ions of the. EASA saga 

beh ind uo;. All m,~mbers Jnd iri~d.s w ish uur t.hil irmdn Doug 

E:v ry a sp eedy recn"' ry ~u1.er h's ont ho~pito li tLon. 

Colin Weyman 

Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 
2007 ' .as :1n ev n tful y il r. Oub speed And distan e records 

w~rf" broken; \1\!lfl lis lmd 'I H ihbttrd won th Junior . ncf 

\1\'oodcn c.1,tegori o th N ationa l Ladde-r and \r\lill !a~a in J and 

G<...'Urgc Green took st."'Cond .md third p laCC' at the juniors Jl 

Tihcnh\lm. \1\lc. had at least seven first solO$ during the yeJr 

including most recentl)1 Aaron Sharpe ami Ollic Cou lsnn, and 

badge dchicvemcnts were too ntJmerou~ to Hs t. Apologies to 

thos«.· not named- spJC:e is too l in'lited. 2008 i~ off to a good 

st.1 rt with therma l ling flights ;dready in Febru.:uy Having built the 

new M/T tmd winch h<1 nger !.1s t ye-:tr we are now lnoking forw Jrd 

to tht! cnrnp letlc"ln of lhC' rdurb ishnwnt of our No. 2 winch, th e

c;ommissioning of tht· new !(JW -OUt vehick rlus RT o~nd other 

training cour&C!>, continu ing .-..uccC's s- ;•;ith Dyneema cah!t's- Jnd 

some good gl iding too! 

Dick Skinner 

Essex (Ridgewell) 
W HILST it has been l<1irly quiet on the i ly ing side we have been 

vt.: ry busy rcgislt'ring the club, and members their various 

privately syndi<:dted aircraft w ith th«.· CAA, in accordance \vith 

l:U/ l3GA rli r c t.i vC's. rhJnks go to l.1n l3.:unes Jnd George Booth 

and other club members for all their hard work. 'W<' extend <1 big 

wt-:lcoml' VJI Rh<:n iu.s \Vho ha.s taken over .1s the dub webmJ.ster 

from Darren Smi th. \·Vc wish Vc1l ever)' success and thank DMrC'n 

ior <11\ his ht~rd work. At the time of writing we are enjoying our 

fl yi ng with the Anglirt Gl iding Club at \V~II is ham. \•Ve thank them 

for their fr iendliness in mc:aking us ieel so welcome and hopf~ th .l t 

on ou r return to Riclgt•well they w ill c<.nne Jnd fly w ith us. 

Peter Perry 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 
IT'~ been a busy tw(l months. \'Ve h<1d .l no ther Lc;adcr!'hip, Etho5 

Jnd Air Power Day but we only managed to ily six people bet(Jre 

tfw wc•.•th('r dt'i<•Jted us. Thanks to Paul Mcle.111 for nrgan i ~ i ng 

th is and al l those \\'ho cotmc along to help. CongrJtuiJ ti on.;; to 

Bcrntml Hie b. Adrian l~ramwe l l. Bob 13oughen, Nat;die Day c1nd 

ShJun Mitchii1SOn who Jll p:Jsst-<1 their Hronzc ex.1m, the t'ormcr 

lour due to lhc: Hronzc training evening~. Big congraLS ro .'\lex 

SJunder~ who has p~u,.cd thP f ull Bronze. MmC' rongrvt s, this 

time to Kob StJIIMd who IM,') passed his TMG r(1ting. We shou lri 

by now h~we ~aid, m.1ybe not goodby •, but Au Rcvoir to Gr.1ham 

Fwnch, on hi, rf'li rem(•nl irom th<:> RAL Th,1nks for .1ll your hard 

work running thl· R.1r, ,,11 your Cl llh Ncw,'s Jnd the m il l ion other 

things you've done in the hdckground, you're going to le.w e a big 

void in the tlub. 

Graham French 

Four Counties (RAF Wittering) 
OU~ sincero thanks go to our OIC '"l\lbert'" finnc~, for hl5o 

dedic:a tion in org(lni s i n~t tJnd Mike O'Hrien f r his hard work 

Installing, puwer into the hJ. ngar \'Ve now hav ligh 'i~: in lhc 

hangdf, and heat in the Vt,"() rks.Pop, w hich 11 llow w a lot more 

ile-.xibllitv in ou r m~Jint~: .. n:u lCC aper.-. rjons. \Ne are promised 

Rubb hangar, which \'\1i l l be bulh to house ounvH al lowlng u to 
move these vehicles out of the hang-art anrt SIOf'EI them J w Gy from 

the aircraft. reduc ing the risk of serious dama e fm m run(lwrly 

tr,Jcto rs. Aite.r il b lustery t!W ear the w eatht•r seem s to b~ 

t<.lking-a tum forth · c-.alrncr. bringing out many prospect1ve new 
members. and \V!.' look forwil rd to an ~dtin&- prosperou'> ;,nrl 

cnjoy:ili le . e3J' fur oil. 
Pe te Davey 

Herefordshire (Shobdon) 
AT last we have had s.ome good wave flying, with the last 

\"olt!Ckend io )anUill)' producing tW<.J days. oi soJring. \1\'ith the 

rn isc:-rahle we tfier we hJve h.1d ren•ntly wt.' have become_ 

grateful for two flying d~1ys. Several people rc(lched 1 O,OOO ft or 

thereabouts and thl' base of the airway at ! I),OOOfr ll I stopped 

two ni U!l from greater cl imbs. A few intrepid suu l ~ .Jl5io 

ventured cross--country in the wave. w ith Phi I Ki ng achieving the 

best di51.1nce d.L 2J8km. Cnngr.Hu l;lti()ns to Jn hn l:rancf', w ho 

rH the tirn • a( writing I leadi ng th nJtional 'VVooden Lildder' 

in hh. al l-metal PiiJtusl \ Vc are into th season o f overhauls, 

Cs of A and f_A A tran5 itiun , dll nf which is providing our 

1ugma!.lur and othc ~,ovith plenty oi wnr\.; to kf'ep th<> rteet 

going. 

Diana King 

Highland (Easterton) 
FIR5T the bad n~w , th re wo a break·in at the clubhouse 

nt Chri tmas time ,; nd ~ome damage '"as done, including fo our 

tT systems. Martin Knight has boon able to get th ings bad< up 

cl nd running though, so you c.an s11lllog on to our .... ebcam c;. 

On a brighter nOte, w w re visi t j over the festrve season by 

som~ old (rte.nds. includinB, Col in Huddow and M ike f--o re:m <:~n. 

On th<...• i ifiit unrfa>• of the 1 cw Year Callum Reid and Stua rt 

Naylor wer nthusiastic t: nough Jbout the weatht.:·r to take .1 

pre..dawn (but not nighHimeJ) aeru tow. They rn3y not h(we 

gone (Jr o n 1he. iHght hut did e.niO>' l~ms- Ives W.Jtch ing 

the sLm come up throogh rhe Icy canopy. Congratulatio,,s tu 

i\o1;Jrtin f<e£'r. OUr 00\V \U_g pilot .1nd 10 s.andy Ulhcrla nd WhO 

went !iOiu in the K·21 on 20 junuary. 

John Thomson 

57 

http:break-.in
http:C(lngr.lh
http:IVWW.!lKI11Iif.CO.uk
http:Y\:.'.lr
http:upP()fl.cd


Club focus 

WOULD you like to soar in winter? Then come to 
Camphill! In early February, there was hill soaring, 
3-4kt average thermals, then wave to FL 100, all in 
one flight. Two days later there was wave to around 
3000ft, straight off the winch, into a sky that looked 
unsoarable, but many happy hours were spent by 
members in the warm win1er sunshine. 

Derbyshire & Lancashire GC has occupied 
Camphill, on a west facing ridge in the beautiful 
Peak District National Park, since 1935, and about 
20 years ago had the opportunity to purchase the 
site. lt used to host national competitions, and even 
the World Championships in 1954. As a winch-only 
site, such activities are no longer possible, but we 
do host a very popular Vintage Rally every year. 

The site of about 90 acres has a group of 
modernised former farm buildings for the clubhouse, 
catering, bar, and accommodation. There is also a 
pre-war (don't ask which) Warren girder hangar for 
the club fleet, and ample room for glider trailers and 
rigging away from the airfield itself. 

We launch west on to the ridge if it is working, or 
use the long runs, SE/NW or NE/SW. These routinely 
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At a glance 

Full membership: £300 pa 

Launch type: Winch only £6.50/£7.00 

Club fleet: Pu·chacz, K-13 x3, K-18, K-8 

Instructors/full flying members: 18/180 

Type of lift: ridge, thermal, wave 

Operates: Every day except winter Mondays 

Contact: 07977 850208 (launchpoint) 
01298 871270 (office), 01298 871207 (club) 

www. d/gc. org. uk 

Launchpoint frequency: 129.975 
Turnpoint CPH, 53:18.30N 001:43.75W 

give launches of 1 ,OOOft plus, sometimes 1,500-
1 ,600ft, and 2,000ft is not unknown. There is a lot of 
controlled airspace around and above, but we have 
FL65 overhead, and local agreements with 
Manchester to open wave boxes up to FL 195 and an 
airway crossing to the north. These are useful as we 
do get a lot of wave , as well as good thermals and 
of course ridge soaring on many reachable hills 1in 
all wind directions. Despite rumours to the contrary, 
there are plenty of oullanding fields. Many 300s and 
500s have been flown from Camphill, and a couple 
of years ago we had our first 750. 

Camphill operates all year round, seven days a 
week in summer with professional staff, and six 
days in winter using a web-based booking system; 
you can always have a look what it is like by using 
the webcam. A recent innovation, which is proving 
very popular, is the simulator. This has been built in 
a specially adapted room, and uses a Janus 
cockpit, the software projecting on to three screens 
giving a very realistic experience. 

Camphill has wonderful soaring opportunites, all 
year round, the field is well drained, so if you are 
tired of winter circuit bashing, give us a visit. You 
will be very welcome, in summer as well. Camphill 
is not a difficult site, but like all hill top sites needs 
care and respect when the west wind blows. A very 
comprehensive Pilot's Manual is available on CD. 

DaveSalmon 

From top, new soloists Adam Maxwe/1 of Kent. Cteo Whybrow 

of London, Oxford's Rich1e Hate (seen with Nelf "Papa Smurf' 

Swmton) and Ratt/esden's John Stock (with Dave Kmg) 

Sailplane & Gliding 

www.d/gc.org.uk
http:6.50/�7.00


Club news 

Portsmoulh Naval's Stephen Btunde/1 went solo in February on 

his 16th birthday. He is seen with his instructor, Pau/a Ai!ken 

Kent (Challock) 
HERE in Kent we are Jqoking rorw;,rd to .1notlwr busy y<'~tr wi th 

our popul.:u (ours~, ilr ing ~·v ulng.r.. .md ommunity ~ lying 

progr.lmmc. We· would like to th;mk TudLH \'Vil lidrn!-. inr his 

ervi es clS CFI, ovNSt fling ,, very saf<· op<•ration at tht· ·Jub .. md 
nmgr,J!ul.l!t.' Ptt~ Carrc ntt•r on hi'i .1ppnint111ent to thC' role. 

Funhe>r cnngratukuion~ go to both sr.1n Fisher :.md !\clam 

M<1xwell, Mfrling to {lur Slring o i I (,th Hirthd<ly -,_olois t~ .md our 

~v ·~rowing young pilot cnnhngem .11 h.1Jiock. KL->ep up to cf,11(' 

tll www.kem~glidin'-cluh.co. uk - we lonk iorw.Jrcl to seeing you. 

Darren Palmer 

Kestrel (RAF Odiham) 
I ti-!ST tlte c:ongratuldtiOn'\: !'idrry Scaly f1l1 < omph·ting l1i:- Bronzt! 

<md Simon Boyden ior romple:l ing hi:, Gold. $econd, ,, very big 

th.mk you !O BriJn Gl.lrson. w ho ha~ <:. tcpped down JiiPr mt\ny 

r '-'d" (1_., the Heath .md Safety rcp rcs('fll.ttive, io r a! ! hi' t:lforts 

.md hJrd w rk. The d ub dinn~r held Jl Lash.tm was vury well 

cl iiPndcd and our 1h.1nks go to the· staff~~ Lash.1m Gliding Snc iu v 

for a gre;l.l 't l>rt'<id. Flying ontimlt·rl ,_~round the mud during th(' 

nrsl lew month<:. of till-' )'C..:lr whil(' on thC' grmmd instructor- and 

<;omrnillt.~ members undcnook -RIJ cJe.1r~1no · chtYk.. hJ h ring 

our yourh pmgr.lmm .J '5it r rlo;;; ' .1nd lhunkc;; 10 the .:;talion 

the· pro ·so;; was p.lin free. Finally our n~v fuel lx1ws:cr .Jrriv,-<·1 

m(1kin~ it ·' much i->...1Sier p rOCM;S to rc iucl bolh , Jtu Ch ipmunk ltlg 

r1nd mo~nrglidf'r. 

Neil Armstrong 

Lasham Gliding Society (Lasham) 
AN enLour.IAing start to the year. with brit:,ht sunshine ;:md lots ui 

<1( ti\•ity. \Ve'vl,' added il rob 109 G-CEYN ID the nrer 10 red tiCf' 

the \\'Orklo~ld on tl l<.' ralkt". lt iS lh(lug.ht thJtlhis ~.ircraft will be 
oi p.Jrli(~U I<~r interl'::-1 to liccnq_"(J p ilots w nting an .1ircrait fo r 

thl· dJy. \1\fe'vl' also StJrlcd n: o rip the P..twnc'<". l hl(j, I$ o 
signifi c;;-1nt !Jsk, \Vhich will rn<•,ln it Is out of ommi ton for some 

months. Wt•'rr· al.,;n rcvi~w1ng some of our w ound equipm 1 

,1nd h.we bought a rH'W mower ior the airfif'lrl. 'vVe- hope th i' wHI 

help cnahk U!'J to kl>t..'P tht: ,1iri i<:>:ld in ,1 hellcr condition. The 

launchpoint bu::, CJu~ht I m.• in Fchru.1ry and despite thr> best 

crior of all wt•'ve dt: ick•d th.tt it's n.".1chcd the t·nd ol i ts ~ervicc. 

r\ rl'piJ(E.'rnent 1·. h('ing ~ought Slr.iight aw;1y .:;o thJt we hav(' 

c:on,...thing in pi;:JCc tor th0 ~:.l ilr1 ui the 111.1111 .st•ac:ml. 

Alastai r Mackinnon 

Lincolnshire (Strubby) 
CONCR/\IULATIONS !O H ugh r)onrl('\ly on rP-~nloing .dter 

.1 hrf'.l~ of 24 yeJrl>. The:: $F26/\ j.::; flying under its m:w ownc·r 

D:we Ktn~. Th d ub i in the grip::. o( b\)A CPrlific. .1flon hul 

1f A ar(.• h I ping,. w ith nne K- 1 S currently undergo-

ing fC'iurhi~hmc~nt. L<lSI ,as:nn'~ Oylng o l underprivi leged children 

under,, grJnt !rum the Lincnlno!ihirc., community iund prcl\'rd mo.;.r 

rew,urlin for ou1 1t1ernUer.., ~•nd rh r hildr ' · 

Dick Skerry 

London (Dunstable) 
THE S.Jturd~y night events have ccJntinucd with a thorou,ghlv 

l'fltertaintng i llustrilt<"i;l fill k from Platypus on hie; fif<il }. ye.u.) ill 

Dun,..1ble , ntl • Sofety Ev ning prc><-ented by l' ~er Ck1id~n. 

Then xt "Club Forum• IJkC"S p lace nn 19 Apri l. \•V hilvC E.tSt('r 

cxpt_td iticm!i lo Shohde_n and Cerdany~. and tlw D:tn Smith 

,,e,nh.llicS cc;>mpPtit lon b on thE< weekend o ( Marc-h 2\l-10. 'v\'c 

April ~ May 2008 

are pl.1nning r1 cro~ -country Tas~ \Ve<"k inr I lily 1 9·27. LG 

cach.:ts continue m take' pri/es <lt the .~n nui11 ,1\\o;.uds ceremony, 

including Stci.m AstlPy IBf>ginnf'r' Aerobatk:). D an Chi iLnt (M <JSI 

Promising lnstruCior). .1nd Da\t ' 1-l.tydC'n (BQ<ool Sliver D istctnce) . 

CongratulJtion~ ro Clco \.Yhybrow, v·ll1o (1chi {I{! her rirst solo on 

n ecernbcr 30 ond collecll"rlth "Mo~ Promising Young Pi I t"' 

<~w<lrd. M<.·dmvhik.' Ry.rn Berry ha.s been flying the ~hiln1iperbcr 

.1nd lukf' H;m,l ll tcxJk il ch i lly day to get his Sih· •r duration. 

Mc~ny thank~ w Mltlfs.sa J 1kins fo r her supPrb work un our 

w(•bsiiL'. lt i .Jn f'XCPIIt~nt howL :.I~ fo r thr' sport and our Llub. 

Andrew Sampson 

Midland (The Long Mynd) 
I HF i~::."Stive season Jt I he ,\1\ynd was cc leh r<1ted in stYle. the 

highlight ui '"hid1 was Derek Plan· 80th hinh<I"Y [>ilf!\ . Derr 

h~1s rcc(;'nt l)· bePn "~\l'il rderl ,, •rtifJ .1 f' of merit by the. Royal 

Aero luh. lh(• inurth week i 11 J<\nuary lived up to cxpecr~H ions 

;mrl hy S:.llurdny 1 6 wr had la i< M)'nd onrli tion\. Flying from 

be inn .. I Oa:m until unset , winch. <.~erotow cmd bungcc 1.-•unching. 

The ridn-c workt.. .. d ,, treat ~md connecttxl w ith wt:l 'C up to 

1 O~Oouft. n,e club hao;; d t igniiir.ml gmup nr IU!ure instnJCior~ 

Jnd tl tltJ ining progr.:~mm~: i s u.nclerwuy to nssas1 th .. , progress. 

Steven Gunn-Russell 

Nene Valley (Upwood) 
JANUARY shutdown l:.ilw ~~ hiv<.' of act ivi ty: EA..Cit\ prep._lf11ti OI1, the 

middlco ~e.ct ion of th~ hang;~ r floor \'\'d5 tflncreteci~ a.nd repa ir!) 

m;:1ck lQ the_· ground equlpmcnl. Our bC'Ioved K-R is now ground

ed dul~ tO rl nlcljUI \o\• ing j,wlf hcing d llO(ov ed, lhC d ub h,U 

dt!dded it is rim(' to mo" on ._md is activ-.: ly looking for a glas.s 

lwo -SP.llt-r. t\nnu.ll (lying c hc-cks ior pi l01s arc well under way. 

E.1rlicr stJrts • .1 betl~r vouclu~r Jnd new rnemb r tlying booking 

<:y<..tcm are ,tlll x:ing io(Jk~d (•t. Ron Sibl(·y hac.. fin lly gainerf his 

SI MG licence at $.1\tby Jnd flew the syndicat(' 

C -HI-ISO solo dt Upwood. 

Dave Mansfield 

Norfolk (Tibenham) 
THL ff•'llivc ~t:.t:-cu1 i ~;t w('ll .md tru ly behind u cl ll(i 1\w l hric..tm<1s 

Par1y t.>;,n1om11ne rs (orLun<llcly .1 distJnt mC:fi'JOrr. Chris Sl>~ck 

orgJni~'(_l an end o i year power fly .. in. wtwrc wr· h.Hl fi vi>:o.itin1; 

airCI. ft. Thi'i kept Rachel in the kltd1en .mcl l he H;.lfu£•1i ing 1('(1111 

very hu'iy. W e h.w e been gelling somr (!.\:C llent flymg in l his 

winter and mcmllf't"t J'fC <..:omplcting thelr .Jilllllill fl ight c_ht.."Ck~ 

v.•lrh our efurbisht."CC wint'h regulilrl)' g•ving l..:t!Jn,hcs to he:l\vee_n 

2.000 .1nd ],OOO(L The t\GM was \.veil .mended .and the officers 

uf thr club wc .. ra rew1.1rded for all rtwlr h;Hd wt)r"- hy beins 

re lectcod to c-arry on for ano1hc.r year. \•V(· hOfX' tho~t by the time 

rhis goes into prinl Mick Hughe~ will h~v omplcted his fu ll 

MGIR so thar we can o cc mmod<liP N PPllr..tining on he GroiJ. 

Mike Bean 

North Wales (Liantysilio) 
\Nf rounded off 2007 wi h Jn excellent Christmas dinnt-r at a 

small vi lltlge pub with B&B a commudaLion. \•Vl' f~1ce the c:-w 

Yet~r with C.:.ith ;1nd hflJ1C but chLJrity i a liHJe thin on the ground. 

MO\t lub member<.. t~n \.V(lfking h.1rd to inlroduce nt?w people to 

our sp!lr'l nml we have t~k non twj)fd ~nolh r 11irlinP }Ji lol 

rnong<.~ othl'r .... \H•In.1rn • i' alw, yt; t be.:: found Jl t o rth 

'Wal . Janu.lry Wtb better th:m one may have e;xpL>Cted, tlw 

tr lO\Surer .stilted \\ ·were uhead a f the g41rrw cm rt yiug f~ _, whic.h 

qivtl:S us. r1 hopeful tan to th(' •c._u, pl •rh.ifb thb i' l ht• time to wy 

lo .Ill)' r der, who m<~y he c;onsu:f<oflr'l):; d v.ttdl ion in \•\l;llc:- I hi$ 

year. give us .1 visit ,_)11}1 w c.:.'ekenrl or B<1nk llulid..ty, we mJy be 

.;,hurl oi "ltpt.•r o;;hips hut l 11g (lu . 1 ::iUpc·r Wl'lconw 

Rrian Williams 

Oxford (Weston on the Green) 
JUST like with Oxford Bu';)CS, we hrwe Wilitc'fltor yeJr~ to ).r<:t J 

new inspector, .1nd th(.J'n two come <~long w ithin ;:'! month 

\•Vdc onw tc 1 our scc..:onclnPw in"p('( tor, r>av<' \Vt.~k". fhf" tv 'fling 

lt Llf _ w f•J'(' 4.1 grt•,_Jt ~ uc -css. w ith the srudC'nb {cmd I !'JUSpocl~ 

the teachers) le~1ming many new iac ts, $0111<' o f llwm r.•ven bc.ing 

truf' Our th:mks to rlw instructor!! who wep.ucd the ('\•enings. 

Howcvt'l the m.tin highlight oi J quiet couple- oi monrhs •.v.1~ thf' 

ChJirmiln geuint; \IUt..k in tJ·1e V,l'llb for severC\1 hour~ alter ;111 

in·l'light loc. k lailurP. j .1ughing n:!'JcUef" t>v('nlu.llly brok~ the dnor 

down to get hirn out <11! ·r he hold phoned for help. n the flying 

Bnan Jones is pictured, after re-soloing, with his instructor Chris 

Shepherd at Oxford GC (Lynn Jones) 

front. the fif'ld I C211 l•l inecl city .Il l wintc.:t, ,1nci \\' 1' Ci\n repon t:1 wf'l l 

de.<;ervcd rc,.solo by Bn.1n Joncs, Jnd a iirst :;olo by Ri h.1rd H,1le . 

Neil Swinton 

Peterborough & Spalding (Crowland) 
CON RATl)\J\Tl NS tq ·u.mdntha r •ar, our l~iltl-51 de.t to go 

solo . The pl.1n was fnr Soc: m to go solo nn her 16th hirthday. hut 

Mother Nature had o ther irlf'iis. She man~~~d lhc· follnv .. inp, day. 
VVe Jt Crowlancl wonder ii lhi~ j, d fir~! (or gliding Sam Wll '!i sent 

solo hy hrr fafhrr Kev. towed up by hf'r moth r Sheen., ilnd 

retriCvli.-d upon l.tndin by her IJrotl •er David. h 1rther 

c:o•tgrJtui;Hions tn Rabc.rt !'het I for ·o1npleting his Pl'l SI M G 

r.1ting. Alc;o congratu i.Jtiu n..; to Der k tloclder .1nd Milrtyn Fdg;-.r, 

who have I fh recent I)' gone solo. And ffn;:t lly wel l Uonl' to 

t"'luward Rynslon and O lrh .'v\oselt..•y (nr cnrnplel ing tht:ir g)as~ 

conversion to the Astir. D pit'(" 1he cold nnd wel \Ve:.J ihcr, llyin 

h;JS continued l hrou~huut the w ir"llf>t' months. This G. lllJ inly due 

to the wic;;~ inv lmPn l o f having drainage t.·hilnn I" du into our 

airfield .~ (ew yC<H" 11go. 'v'le are dll looking iof11\•ard to the 

up and com ing season ;-~nrl :v; our CFI 1\.IJrtin Ewer .s.ays, " h;wc 

l Ull (lfld bt• !-ctf(•" . 

Merv Bull 

Rattlesden (Rattlesden) 
ON<.J~ATUI 1-\TJO NS le John Sro~,..k \vhn went <;olo in Jantr:~ ry; 

Bt i.tn Gnff11hs ;:~nrl t\l<:~n row~ ~hwe hJd the first c;n.-1ring ili ht or 

thf• yc;)r w ith a 30011 d tmh uff J w int:h lc~unrh P<ud o~ h ha'

returncd I mm his holiday in Austr.l li~ with appro)l: 25 hours o f 

flying indtrdinR I OOkrm , J fiv ·-huur fhghl and cunver':!iun tu a 

6. On 4th Fro the site w~s set ur t!>pcc iolly fnr A1dan l tughes; 

as 11 w.l his 1 hth hirthd<~y it w"<:t~ dec-idt:d to have :an tra 1\ying 

dav "IO thar he coulrl fly solo on t't1s 16th it wa o1 first for him 

and io r his uncle instrut..to r, Tony An11 lru ..u: Airb n \Ya5 the fi rst 

pen.on he has sent solo! lt is 14 years since Kcv1n Ktng wt!nt solo 

on his l 6iJ1 ui11hdoy. 

Helen Page 

Scottish (Portmoak) 
SAD In !>.ty tha I he m.1in toptc- lhb timl" ha!> het•n the c~ppJII ing 

wP~Hher. f lying htJ' b~cn pos~iblt· on m.1ny ddys it's the 

lclUn<. . .hiog.. !Jndint; t~nd rl'trieving thilt 'vr ~ n t:;ivin us 

t oncerns. Dcspit<• ,,J1 this. Barry '"M"h.1!1 milnilg .. rl to a(_hie:ve his 

first .so lo tow:n rb the end oi tlw year. O n dJys that\-\ ~ hav been 

ablf' to opc•rtll<• th<'rf' h,1" bef'n d str ady ~lUSU'il o f fl'telnbC'rs 

wo1kmg thPir w<~y thrll\lgh t.he ;"tnnu.ll ch(·cks. so we J r "' 

.1c.hit.•ving ~nmcthing. W e hdve to 3d)" a lli~ thank vou 10 Grahilm 

(JohnJ 111ith, ' ho IM s iini<:.hcrl ht c..r int rt.S uur pmresslonal 

in ... uu tnr, ~1 nrl g()()(,i luck to hnc.. Rnhinso11 who is tak in~ ovC'r. 

GrJh;m1. w ho is sti ll Senior Reginn.tl E nmincr. \\•i ll be w<Jrking 

with Tiny lrv ing nn th AG AI cour ' in May at Ptlnmo.k. 

Our evening cnur.;;es 51;111 I on 6th Marr.h i'lnd t~rc provi11g as 

popuiJ r as Wl::.'.r, summer courses a1e StJtting to fill up t.o check 

our Wt--"hSilf' for ..tYdil.l ility and our crn.:.s-cnuntry cour·se has 

hcen plonncd for Septcmhcr 8 I 

lan Easson 

Shenington (Edgehill) 
AS we ~tart thl' n~ Sl~ason o fJml;inalion ol vo lunt ~·r 

instrucw rs .and om telephoOf' pyrdmid kept ll nying lhrou~hnut 

the w int r months. Return ol ur Htll· tun instruc tors from th 

st.ln or March dll\0 provirlb perm.J.IlCnt ... taiii n~ ill! u ·di Lltl"fl 
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Club news 

Above: Mathew Moore shows how he feels after his 
first solo flight, at Staffordshire 

> d.1y e1nd wc~ckly 1r.11 ning cour.;,es <~nd SC'VL'n ci.Jy a week opcr.:Hion 

ior members J nd vi shoP.-,. Sdturday PvCning Bron/.e lectures in lh~ 

clubhou~c ~lrl' well (111endcd. <lS Jlso om t\nnuil l Dinn<~r D~mce 

c~nd pdLC·-giving hdcl on 2nd f<:.'hru.1ry, ~l t rt"nck.·d by 70-JJius 

memh rt- t~ nrl their p.lrtners. ,\1usic WJ.S provided by fellow club 

ml .. mher r.l ive Smith and hi!, ruck txtnd with an excellent evening 

h,1ei by al l. Not<~hle recipients of trophies includt•: MM)' ,VIC'rJghC'r 

(ServiLe~ to thC' Cluh); Alc1n Li\ngl.lnfb. (C\uh Member o i the Year); 

C Jvin f-'r u'is (CI-I's AwJrdJ; LJura Stevens {Highest Achiever, 

Solo on 16th Birthdayl; Jon.11h,~n Slwrrnan ([3est Flight. 480km) 

dnd Gr~1h;m1 P.:1Ld (r M Point lrophy, !.;le ni \.Yight out~~md~retmn). 

Chc k out our w('hf,ih• or call in person. 

Geoif PurceJI 

South Wales (Usk) 
AS \Vl' fCtHly Ollf')dV~ ior th .. ';Jf'tl5011 it wi ll come ol\ 110 or;urpri se 

to man}' Th.Jl a number of indMdtr.lls hJve heen up to tiH!ir 

C'yeballs in p.tper wc>rk. Th..tn~ go 10 M~tu rPen \ ·Veaver dealing 

with rhe pdj>er~,hut'ning ' X"f'rCI';C thJ i$ Sr\, ~mcl Simon France 

workin~ hnrd lx·tween otht!f prOJec.1S to gu1d • p<..><Jple dnd glid rs 
t~mJu~h their first EA C of A A new Piua ov··n ho15 been built 

.;.l nd ,1 revamp of tht! !turrouncfing ~ucil is helng m..tdt· !0 add J. 

little M editc·rranean lbvour 10 nur dubhoUS€?. B 1g thanlu to the 

INOrkJng p.lrties tJ JJ I have btoen invulv~ Jn dh m..'lntling and 

er ting n <}nd tho~e v.:ho have tx..-cn d earing l•P c;uap m<;t,ll 

;md generill rubbtsh around the ne. \Ne hav h n i ly ing a..;; well. 
with w.we flying Jt thr beginning nf this yeur. Bf'for Christm 

nlt::Olbet:- (Ji Tdlgarth wert~ i nvited 10 com~ o;~ncl l t::arll abou1 the 

iun rh .o~ r can be IMd wtth \ tndl launcht.~. ur A M was on 1he 

qth F(•bruary J.nd .1s I \Vrit -~ we arc in the m iddl o f our winter 

lecture season; lel's hope w ~ prnduce .1 f.1rr number o ( Bronze 

ptluls rrom it. 
George Robertson 

Southdown (Parham) 
\• E w ro t'Ci tht:r short un not1hcrly winds 3l P'JrhJm during the 

'"'1nl r. but 'h' vva nmp nsated by i.'ln 1ncrea.se m wJvc flying. 

lcm Ashdown bra1oo-ely took acl\fanto.~ge ol the conditions, 

atlempting thC' iir.,t uus~r.-counlr)' ilight o i lhc y r. Hi landing 

at ~hor h.1m dJrpt)T1 ia il it.l lerl a conv •ni nt aero retrieve. 

M eanv,·hil('. h~Kk ;,t P.:ul1<1m Chris Stmpson, Ri foreshcw and 

Alan Hlggio"' w(•nt &olo. Our (1drnin )faff has be.en str ngthencd 

by the welcornL' .1ddition of J<~nt' Ake>D~ , whf'l l'i Our n • oifice 

secrelar . Th<' ,\\un,gernt·nt Commitlf'(', in seekins to secure the 

long lcrm future ol the cluh . has entert.•d inlo negoli~hons 

with our landlords w1th d vi~\V to purt.ha~inglhe <lirfield. 

Any dcve.lupmcnts w il l hr duly rc>port<'d in ( luh 1 1C\.VS. 

Peter J Holloway 

Stratford (Snitterfield) 
O UR w in!Cr t1ying fl at mte ch.1rgr j, p roving popular Then· have 

bt:en a number o f not-;:~blc J;muary flights where on one occc~!:liOn 

the equivalent 'minute rJ te' has work<•d out ol less rhan 1 Op 

inrlusiv o i !he IJun h ft:: '· Cot,gra &J iati()oc; to Phi I Pi .kt'l t un 

now holdmg the lub jJnutlry flying record o; &-1 mtnutes. 

Congratullltl<-lll.S also to hris Ourro\ o n 'Oi11 ' so lo u n t ll~ l irst 

flyahl<' rl.1y after his 1 bth birthday. On th<! ddm in sid our fleet is 
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progrc,.sing throuf!_h the 'EASA ~md 0\A saus-.Jgc m.1chinc' -

th,)nks to Jll tho "• involved in the pape-rwork! HopehJIIy as you 

read this our replaccn1ent clubhouse will be Ill situ and may have 

hE.-en refittC'd. f11Jn .~re now also well detJ ~lop xl w ith regnrd to 

the erection of ~1 workshop on si te. Again thJnks to .1!1 those 

involved with ll ll the constrUl:l ron p roj ·rts th.tt have been 

progres~ed over the winter. 

Richard Maksymowicz 

The Gliding Centre (Hus Bos) 
\VEU done to f\d<lm G ilmore on Lomplt."ting his Assistant 

lmtructor rating. \•Vc are making some ch~mges t<'J our d ub fleet 

- wear<' selling a PuchJcz, Junior ~me/ Pcgase and will be 

replacing tht-,se with ,mother sing_le~seate-r. Tlw cluh r\CM 

wil l he held on 1 cJth ;\pril, when J new chJi rm<::~ n will be ciL>cled, 

_.,o don't iorget to ht" tlwu• or gt~l your postal vote. The new b.:lr 

C.'xtcnsion is in progress, and should b<' lini~ht•d Uy the tin11~ 

you rcild this. The hang;1r tloor 1 ~ being modii ied IQ give rn(HC 

ilexibility when ~tori ng both tug anci glidt:rs. \•Ye w il l be ho ld ing 

the 15-M ctre Nationills th is yc;-~r, r;_, ~ I I , and also the M 1dland 

Region<1ls, 16-24 August. 'VVf! art• ~1 lso hoping to run J Task \•Vcek 

sranins on the l1th August. 

Siobhan Crabb 

Trent Valley (Kirton Lindsey) 
CHAIRMAN Vin JV\J rchant rm mded lcJSI year off by donni ng 

his chef's hat and cooking_ a superb Christmas l:lanquet in the 

clubhouse'. After rlinncr enlf!rtainnwnt \vas provided by CFI Stcvt• 

VVilkinson who rm:sidt·d over his speci •. dly devised game o f "Fly 

or No Fly" Our competition to promote 1he sales oiTVGC C ifl 

VOU('hers in the run up to Christm.Js WJS W(Jn by ra.ul .loii.Jnd, 

who man.1ged to scll thrP(" [)ily CoursP voucher~;. .md two 

A<•rolow vouchers. The nt'\V FJ\kc motor glider is proving to be il 

popuiJr addit ion to our fleet w ith memb(•r ... ~md visi ting pilots 

dlik(' 1~1king ad\·~1nt.:~g(! of the• im.rea."cd wint r firing <md trJining 

oppor!Unili . Th re was an excell nt turn out 1cn .. Lick and tick• 

l'Jay in FcbrUilf) , when under the supetv iofiion oi Col in lvlctec1lk·, 

\\'f' de-rigged thf' entire Oeet and Jpplied !hP new G-r istm tion 

letters to the gliders. lhc day ended up bemg n weekend by the 
tlme ve·rything wa~ re--rigged, but it wa~ ..tn ~tr "me I important 

1oh th.11 needed doing to ~ecp the ileet legal and ,tii'W(Irthy. 

Alan Spencer 

Vale of White Horse (Sandhill Farm) 
OUR he:adline nE?WS 1s lhat w t: havt:! 11 nc•w tug - a M;.ul M 6---2J5 

Super Ro :ket, BKG · Thi' h,1s made- a notice.1bl lmp-rovPment 

m our tumaround t irn~ and :>hotT ncd nur launch queues-. Furth~r 

we are now abl(> to launch larger and he~v1er glidnrs- so bnng 

your big pia tic tw ins oilnd tty us out. lt also m~~uh I hat wt: h.:r\•e 

our o ld r •hohle. o Piper "I'"' ( Ltb 150, G· REO tug fnr sole. Big 

ongr.uu!Jtiu rts on first sol s to: Ka hel Po\lock, M drk !n~vorsen 

and Craig Reed, to Alt~n Hadwin for his silver d i5t.am .. e. and sllv('r 

h rsht and to loy Myrdal for Silver Badge. Our a~tt ield, 5andh<ll 
Farm, now hOuses ll new motor.glider, ,, (.jrob I 098 G-ROBZ 

owned hy " >yndi 1 oi eight cluh m<'mbe". The i ive Watchfidd 

wmdmllls (re now up but are OJ good sensihte d1stance from our 

~1idield and far from being a hJz<lrd to n;wi 'Jlion; they m~tkc 

J very uW ul rPfcrenet~ point and windsock ViMb lt:• ior milt·sJ 

windm11ls are not everyone's cup of 1e,1 but for m(• !he)' arf' going 

to look v<~ry welcoming on th(• homeward lP)} 

Jay Myrdal 

Welds (Pocklington) 
\,VE.LL done to Phi I Kolod7i<.' jC7ak, ni the Mr111chester Un ivt~~i ty 

Gliding Society, on going so lo . The <~nnuJI dinn~r vva~ ye1 JRJIIl a 

huge sun ;ess with m~1ny ilwarcJ:. being given oul. To men! inn but 

;"! few M~utin Boulton wa~ .lWdrr.k-•d most progrt• s in the year ior 

going from so lo to J 250km iltght in thr~ months, ~teve Ell 

g,1 ined the.;' long :o~t fl ight ,]ward ior his (•pie 650km .md Simon 

B.:ukf•r was slvcn most me ritoritluS flight ior his outstanding 

performance at the Junior VVorlds Last year. Apologies for no t 

hJving space 10 mention everyonc'c; <Jchicvcmenls. The il e~t 

refurb ishment is ~oing wf'll th.1nks to huge <:~mounts oi eiiort by 

,1 i('w of the members and lot!' o ( help by m,1ny othefs. Cr.1cking 

job, guys! BronLe lecJure.."' h.wc hl•C'n WC'II .Jtt(•ntlerJ leading up lo 

th(• soaring scJson where wr hnpc to have mo re people than evc.:r 

ilying cross country in wh.Jt \1\fl lL he a fanlasllt soaring season. 

Sam Roddi~ 

Above: Stratford's Chris Burrows after his first solo with 
proud parents Tony and Val (Richard Maksymowicz) 

Wyvern (Upavon) 
Ru th Kll · hilv<' now h~·n through tht.• workshop Jnd ,1rc sport i n~ 

nic new r.-r"Cg markings anc-1 thl' promise oi an ·ASA C. of A. 

On t he~ licld al's rath~r muddy Jnd rutted by the visiting Hcrcules. 

but it's a !Jig uncluttered .l irii('ld so lhf're:S ~ti ll plenty ut' cleJr 

landing area. \'\1eJk wave conditions and feeble thermal .. in the 

~unny i~terwt!.:; h.we rewarded those lucky enough to be gliding 

Jt th<: right tirn<' of dt~y with flights o i over an hour c•ven in 

Df:•t.:ember, J,muMy <1rld Ft'lml.lr)'· Th Grc)b 1 <NB molorglider ha:~o 

l>een such a vvek omc· .:tddition 10 !he fleet that il'~ already needed 

th(' ii f51 50-hour chet k Congl...t tu l..ttiono; tU P.lu l \A/dghl , who \-VCnl 

solo tnlhc Grob alter bd(ely lhrc:" h OUIS ol N PPL lu ition, 

cor\vcrting fron1 glid ing. ongratulations. also, to l lelt=n VVright 

tht~ organ i s :!1' of tlw QinetiQ Gr.."lduate- t\irrnnnship Scheme 

~tud nlS, on her hrst glidmg !tOio on a co ld, bn,.'C/y d,1y in 

February. M(.·mbets 1joy !d both pre.-0 1ristrn.1s ~1nd New Ye.:~r's 

Eve pclrties in th " dtliJh('>lJ:- .1 nd arc looking ioi'\,Md tu the 

AGN\ .Jnd the ;:Innual d inner. 

Andy Gibson 

York (Rufforth) 
OESPITF tht~ (Jet that both our tugs were o ut oi scrvke ior som<• 

timf', our tenaciou!t member~ made the mmt of the situation with 

a number oi excellent winching dJys. Speci<~l thanks go to 

Geolf I tarri-. iqr m,Jintaioing.. c.lr ivin~ and gf!nerally mtmaging oor 

winch and to all m m~ who pulft'd together and rni.\d -' tht• 

best oi the oppnnunity to ~one those WIIKh•nR skills. The club 

ha_s now harl 1.1 t.Ouple oi months undcr the leadership of the nt: .. •w 

comm ittee. \•Ve wekom ' n<'w ciMirm<1n Ke ith B.ll ty. Keith lid 

" \Ne M C' tak inR ,, ne'" strJt<..-gic dirt"'Ction 1h.11 will est.:.blish us .1 . 

THF premic·r club in the North o f [ngl<l nd t)Vf•r the next i •w 

years: the club o t <.hoice ior glider pilot" old, new or 'wannabc•'. 

\Ve have ~1 great site, fc.:w if any Jirspace restrictions, J iriendly 

and \velcoming atmu..;phNf' Jnd fantastic soaring possibi l it ies in 

thNmal and w;-~ve." Aftt•r many yeM without much IJrogn':\s, 

the r.:tcc Gold is going to Ue a c..:lose one th i!' Sl,'.1S( m w ith so many 

la lent ~d pilots reaching their pl.:ak. 

Andrew Batty 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
AS you read this, spring wil l hcwe sprung and )'OU will rt/1 bt~ 

tJki ng Jdv..tntage of C<lrly thermals. Here ill Sutton 0Jnk we hav ' 

.:t ll beC'n Hying Cross Country for tht• l ~tSt thrL:.C:O months thJnk~ to 

our Puchacz simulator which is proving,, great trJining Jid. Our 

fir~t landoul oi the year (for re~1 I J wits l).wid Latimer. Several 

p ilo ts u!ting our w,wl' day!'> mc1de ilights in ex cc..·;;_~ o i I 0,000 ff:'(.' !, 

notJbly C<•org<~ 1-!owden who \Ven t to 1J,.)00 ASL. The 

Norlherns Tf'Jm have got the organising \veil under control Jnd 

have ordt-red th(· ~ame wt>ather as la~t )'('ar, which, like:· the 

comp~tition org,lnisation, was o utst.1nding. \•Vhy nu t come. (l.lld 

join us~ Fly wh.1t must be the 1Jes1 lub fleet in the country. 

Th(• beer J.nd food are good too! 

Jobn Marsh 

S&G 's thanks as ,1/ways to Ot.'bl> Ev.m s for (1(/iting this 

month 's C:lub Nt'\V~ - 1/t'len Evan . Editor 
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Obituaries 
Kenneth Fairness - Borders 
KEN ( I 9J4-200fl) was older than me, so d~spite being 
brought up in (l simildr Tyne va lley village and h.:1ving 
sim ilar bJckgrounrls, w m'ver met until ·1973 at llorders 
CC. Other >imiiMities evolved as our separalt' gliding 
careers d veloped unlil evomtually he joined our 
Standard ]ilnlar syndi aLe. Ken was a good syndic,11c 
parlner. His C<Jreiu l lhought for hi > parlncrs and strong 
moral fibre made him omeone you could counl on lo do 
what w<1s righl. So much so that all three partners gelled 
and never nE'eded any syndicate ru les to keep things 
swPPI. Laler, Ken wa s the first of us to push the boat oul 
and get hi> very own Kestrel 1 ~- This led to a fistful of 
badges and club compelil ion and task week achieve
ments, including winning the club task week dnd other 
pod ium posil ions. He was no slouch when it came to 
ilying tasb in weather that wou ld keep others on their 
toes for on the ground). Few o f us know the endeavour 
involved, the fatigue, the sen e of being alone when it 
turns to worms and th e bl .1dder-1Ju>ting ache of long 
hours un task before the eventual elil li on of o f;-tst final 

glide through th e fini sh I in '· Ken did' When we got our 
fir~! tug, K(.ln shovved his va lue agJin. He nPvCr hid his 
light under a bushel but we we•re ple.1sed to see someone 
from withi n the club handle th e Super Cuh faultl ess ly 
with the skill and prec ision o f ,, master pilot year aftE>r 
yea r afrer year. •'-'ow some oi us enjoy,, iriGndly t hdt, but 
given the chanv , Ken cou ld take thi s to new heights. His 
eyes fl ashed when I suggest d that whcrev•~ r he' lived, th e 
local shop would make a fortune se lling hock wheel s for 
donkeys' As his illness - Al zhei mer's - took hold, 
I wished I'd npver sdicl thal. Our club wi ll also r(emember 
Ken il)r the new word he introduced to Ll> . You ;E•e, Ken 
never just 'flew' his G lidGr or Tug around the >ky. He 
"yarked it roond " the sky. I often catch mysel f givi ng 
things a good "yarkin " when they refuse to comply. lt 
seems that I' m not the only one In adopt this new word. 
Whenever there is mdnll<l l work to be donP many of 
KPn's contempora ri c,<; arc to be heard ya rkin stuii until it 
subm its. Like a growing number of us th<ll <~re 110 longer 
as young outside as we feel on the inside, I have 
pondered the future and had hoped lhdt when I stoprecJ 
flyi ng, Ken might join me and other oldies ga thering on 
the sea t in I he sun outs ide the clubhouse. We cou ld have 
watched the younger clement do the <K tual gl iding whi le 
we t.ould indulge in the v!ntC~ ge, armchair v,1riety (1nd 
drink tea. lt is nol to he. llut he won't be forgotten 
bec,1 use we will take p leasur • in yarkin his memory 
around with us. I cmly wish that I could he stalked again 
by th at severe complexion , the horn-rimmed >pecs and 
that grin, all from within th e cockr it of a Kestrel as it 
slides by. lt has heen a p leasure d lld .1 pri vilege. 
Sympathies to jean, Peter ,1ncl Tina ,1 nd all Ken 's family. 
Derek Ro bson 

Derek Kitchen - Norfolk 
ONE of the club's fClunrler mPmbers, Derek Kitchen 
(192 1-2007). died peacefull y in his sJ.,ep at Diss, 
Norfolk, on Christmas Eve. Those o f us fortunate enough 
to have known Derek for many years wi ll primari ly 
rcnwmher his cheerfu l persona lity, k >en s<c•nse of humour 
and his inexhau>tibl e repertoire of dreadful jokes. lt was 
alway5 a joy to be. in hi ~ C'ompany. lt would r<:.!quire an 
age adequately to convey the value of his contribution to 
our dub. Whenever he was on site he found something 
useful to do tu help with operations, and W<l S never 
h<1pp ier than w hen he was at th e Jaunchroint, driving the 
tow ca r or teilching new members the techniques of 
launching glider5 or repairing the piano-wi re cvbles. 
In our auto-towing days Derek and his brother Revell 
maintained Our ever-changi ng lleet of vehicles at little 
cost to th e club, and would turn out at very short notice 
for any breakdown - and there were many of those. 
Derek acquired his private pilot's licence, a powered 
aircraft and a motorglider in his sixties. He fl ew from 
Tibenham regularl y until he was well into his seventies. 
Ask him for help, or a favour, dnd the answer was always 

April - May 2008 

)'l'S. At one sta~e he owned shares in dl least four gl iders, 
jo ining simply to ensure that a synd i ate was able to 
form. He did not even fly in some of them. On one 
occasion he remarked th at a new glider at the launch
point looked rath er an .1 ttr;,ctive nircr.:-dt, on ly to h.:we his 
l istener tell him th at he owm!d one lifth oi it. When the 
purch<1se of our sill' became a possibility, Derek was th e 
first to offer th ·' loa n ol a six -figurt• sum, at zero interest. 
Towards the end of th , I if<> of that loan Derek refused 
rcp,,ymcnt of several th ousand pounds. Kind, gentle, 
industrious, generou , unassuming and great fun to be 
wi th, Derek was al so a thorough gentleman who will be 
grc:atly missed. We t-x tend our condolences to his wife, 
Eilcen, and the family. 
Graham Ashworth 

Piero Morelli 
IN FLUEi''Tli\L sa ilplane designer Piero Mor lli , w ho died 
in January aged 83, left an incl •lible mark on the soaring 
world. He w as a professor of Aerona utica l Engineering at 
the Turin Techni ca l University, a Gatalyst to generat ions 
of passion ~lle engineering avia tors ~nd a founding mem
b · r in 1952 uf lhl' University's Soaring Centre. Together 
wi th his brother Alberto, he des igned a ser ies of success
ful gliders in the I '))Os and 196Us, including the '"l1 00 
11957) with T-ta il and subsequcnl M100S (1958) with 
conventional tail, th e M200 (1964), and th e M~lOO 

11 969). He also performed much research on high wing 
load ing and experimental fl ap gt.'Ometry. Piero ct>mpeted 
at national level from 1 'l58 to 1969. He was also the first 
Italian pilot to achieve two diamonds on the Gold badge. 
More recently he was a strong proponent of micro- lift 
and light gl iders. Professor Morelli rece ived many 
awards, most notably the FAI Tissandier Diploma 11 e 62), 
the OSTIV Plaque w ith Klemper Award (19891. the FAI 
Air Sport Meda l No. 13 (1991), the SSA Exceptional 
Achievement Award ( 1997), a11d the SSA W illiam S !vans 
Gold Medal (2001 ). In 2003 he was honoured wi th the 
presti gious Li lienth<ll Medal for his "extraordinarily 
emi nent and wide-ranging services to the sport of gliding 
over more than half " century, and in particular for his 
work as a glider des ign r, notably of the M 1 OU; as au thor 
of numerous scientific anrl technica l p, pers relat ing to 
sailplanes and motorl css flight; <lS contest org<1ni zer nnd 
d irector, inc luding LJirector of the World Gliding 
Chilmpionships in Riet i ( 1985 1; as captain of th e Italian 
1\ ',1tional Team at 10 World Gliding Championships; <1s 
ICC Delegate and OSTIV Board member; as Chairman of 
the OSTIV Sailplane Development Panel; as 
IGC Specia list for motor-gliding; and as originator and 
prin ·ipa l promoter of the ini tiative to create, new FA! 
monotype class of gliders, the World Class, w hich 
became a rea li ty in 1994 w ith the selection of the PW5." 
Considering everything that Piero Morelli has given to 
international soari ng it is especiall y iitting that his home 
city o f Torino has been selected as the locat ion of the 
nex t Worl d Air Games (WAG) in 2009. He w ill be missed 
by many, hut the legacy of his luminous ca reer w ill no 
doubt cont inue to sh ine brightl y. 
Leo Benetti-Longhini 
Cedric llernon addr,d: I first met Piero Morelli (1924-
2008) at the World Championships at South Cem ey in 
196.5 and kept in touch with him in person until the 
Sailplane Development Panel meeting at Ad!~·" in 2001 
then, subsequently. b)' phone :Jncl letter. l-ie was 
Chairman of the SUI' of OST/\1 from 1976 (Rayskala, 
Finlar1d) to 1998 fEimira, USA! and thus served in that 
office for more than 20 years. /-lis method at ,, I/ meetings 
w;~s to invitt" everyone to have his S;:Jy, anrl then to leave 
it to the secretary (usually me!) to summarise discussion 
in the minutes. With his brother Alberto, he designed ar1d 
built the MEIOO and MEJOO Rliders. In parriculdr he pur 
forwarcl the idea of a 'v\lor/d Class design, of modest 
performance hur of simple construction, which could be 
built anywhere. This occupied several years concentr,Jt-
ed work and iin,11/y resulted in the Polish PW5 \. . 
as the winner. ~ 

SALUTORY SOARING 

Cartwheeling on a 
conversion flight 
This anonymous contributor found out the 
hard way what happens when a glider's 
wing drops on a winch launch ground run ... 

I 
WOULD li k , to hdre w ith you a recent experience in 
the hope that promulgation wi ll help to avo id 
iurther, simi lar occurrenc . 1t was my first winch 

launch on this type, a Nimbu 2 . 
Cable on and se ure, all clear above and behind. 

Left hand on cab le release, ri ght hand on the stick. the 
right w ing i> being held. The cable is g ntl y pu ll d laut 
and we're off (myself and the glider, tha t is) . 

WP bump along over the grass, ac •lerating rapidly. 
"Keep the~ stick central , don 't push iorw,lr(i , don't pull 
back, k~cp the wings level" 

After 3 or 4 seconds I'm thinking "Shou ld become 
airborne v ry soon" \Vhen .. 

I'm suddenly and vio lently th rown sideways. 
lt soon becomes apparPn tthat I wa s up in the oir and 

'c,1rtwheeling' 
I pull off. bu t it is obviously too lntc lo make any 

difference. 
"For this to be happening, the left wing must hilv, 

been on the ground - how did I not know?" 
"Wre don't have time to worry about that now, there's 

an imminent crash to cope with". 
By now we've reached the top of the cartwheel and it 

soon became obvious we were comi ng down nose first. 
"My feet , re going to take a hamm ring unle.s I ·an 

get them up out of the nose". Not very easy w hen 
you're 6'2" with the instrument panel in I he , y! 

lt also Oashed through my mind that many rmract 
injuries result from the head being thrown about. As 
there was now no point hol di ng th e con tro ls, I put my 
chin on my chest. interlocked my fingers il l th e ba k of 
my head to form a protective "cage" w ith my arms and 
braced for th e i1T]pac1. 

ll w.1s a bone- jarring crun ch. Apparent ly the nose 
impacted leaving a fool deep crater in the runway. 
We bounced and finally landed upsi de down. 

I was soon peacefully lying in <J n inverted open 
cockpi t glider, the canopy having disappeMed. 

I checked myself over and, controry to w itnesses' 
assumptions, appeared to be still alive. Th~ on ly obv i
ous injury, apart from, to my pride, was a broken ankle. 

So why did I not detect lhd the w ing was down! 
Before this incident I, no doubt, like you, would have 

thought "How can )'O U NOT know the win> was 
down?'' 

But, believe me, it IS possible not to know. 
I don 't consider myself dreadfully inexperienced, 

having been gliding and power flying for mo~ ihan 
30 years (I have 1 ,lJOOhrs gliding and 11 ,OOOhrs pow r). 

Obvious ly, I cannot say for sure why I did not dele 
the wing go ing/being down, but some contributory 
fac tors may be: 

1 Lack of fami l iarity with type. 
2 Du t• to a left-to-ri ght lop ' at the launchpoint, the 

left wing doesn't need to go down much before ground 

contact. 
3 Did thQ bumpi ng along the grass and/or the pow >r

ful acceler lion have some masking effe t? 
4 Th Nimbus wing..« are quite long (20. Sm) and 

floppy and wou ld tend to bounce owr the bumps. 
5 I had recently a qui red a new pair uf spect, cles. 

The latest trend seems to be for smaller lens . Had my 
peripheral v ision been dangerously eroded? 

I had read all the winch safety advice which assumes 
ihe pi lot would bt' aware that the w ings are not level. 

I have spoken to other people who also have not 
been a war their wing was down, on the ground roll . 
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SALUTORV SOARING 

> In conclusion then : 

• Consider your peripheral v ision w ith those g lasses. 

• li J c rash is imminent, try to adopt the 'brat ' 

position . I iee.l c erta in this pr •vented w hiplash and head 

in juric. 

Hugh Browning of the BGA Safely Initiative comments: 
"This report by a pilot who survived a winch launch 
cartwheel adds force to the recommendations from the 
instructors' committee to start the launch with the hand 
ON the release. If you cannot keep the wings level 
release IMMEDIATELY, be(tJrc the wing touche~ the 
ground. A significant proportion or" fJtal and serious 
injury winch launch accidents are first l7ifjht or first 
winch launch on type. !Is this pilot suggests, unfamiliarity 
with the type may make it harder to detect a dmpping 
wing Thi · i.s but one reason for the.• advi e lo instru("{o" 
that type conversion should whenever possible he hy 
aerotoH<" l!rian Pen fold, the BGA Safely Commillee 
Chairman, add5: "Person<~lly, ,15 ,, Nimlws 2 owner, un a 
winch launch, if the wing even starts to go down, 
I rele.1se the cable. They're b ig wings! Too late if \. . 
I can 't keep them level .. " ~ 

BGA Badges 
No. Pilot 

750KM DIPLOMA 

72 Andy Holmes 

Club (place of flight) Date 

BGGC (Bicester) 758/LS8- 18 

750KM TWO-SEATER DIPLOMA 

12 Peter Jones 

/Gary Coppin 

13 Bruce Nicholson 

/Graham Garnelt 

14 Bernie Morris 

/Nigel Stevenson 

15 David Tanner 

/David Masson 

DIAMOND BADGE 

734 Chris Sterrilt 

Diamond distance 

1·1094 Ray Wilkins 

1·1095 Ken Singer 

1-1096 Andy Holmes 

Diamond goal 

Lasham 757.4/Nimbus 3DT 

Lasham 759.8/Nimbus 3DT 

Lasham 760/Nimbus 3DT 

Lasham 760.8/Nimbus 3DT 

Lasham (Omarama) 23.11 .2007 

YGC (Bioemlontein) 1.12.2007 

DLGC (Bioemlontein) 11.1 2.2007 

BGGC (Bicester) 30.7.2007 

2-3223 Peter Thompson 8.8.2007 Minden(USA) 

11.8.2007 2-3224 Dave Brown 

Diamond height 

3-1696 Steven Brown 

3-1697 Chris Sterritt 

GOLD BADGE 

2669 Peter Thompson 

2670 Chris Sterritt 

Gold distance 

Peter Thompson 

Andy Holmes 

Gotd height 

Peter Thompson 

Steven Brown 

Peter Mylelt 

Chris Sterrilt 

Alan Gilla.nders 

Anlony Davies 

AEROBATIC BADGES 

London 

Booker (Aboyne) 

Lasham (Omarama) 

Minden (USA) 

Lasham (Omarama) 

Minden (USA) 

Bicester 

Minden (USA) 

Backer (Aboyne) 

DLGC (Aboyne) 

Lasham (Omarama) 

Scottish 

Lasham (Aboyne) 

Std Kwn Michael Sedgwick Lasham 

Std Kwn Gregory Rybak Lasham 

Std Kwn Craig Ullrich Lasham 
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11 .10.2007 

23.11 .2007 

8.8.2007 

23. 11 .2007 

8 .8.2007 

30.7.2007 

8.8.2007 

11.10.2007 

6.10.2007 

23.11 .2007 

26.9.2007 

11.10.2007 

30.1 2008 

12.1.2008 

4.11 .2007 

Accident/incident summaries by Douglas Every 

AIRCRAFT 

Rei Type 

REGISTRATION 

Damage 

DATE 

Time Place 

PILOT(S) 

Age Injury P1 Hours 

14 Astir CS 3196 Minor 09-Dec-07 

14:35 

Denbigh GC 48 None 250 

The glider landed on tarmac runway with its undercarriage retracted, resulting in minor damage to the underside of the fuselage. 

15 Falke MIG None 26-Nov-07 Incident Apt None 

Flying in cold, but humJd conditions and aher a short descent into the circuit at reduced power, the pilot set up for a demonstra

tion ol an 'awkward' aerotow launch lailure at about 200ft. On throttling back to sel glide power the engine wound down and 

stalled. The pilot continued with the prebrieled failure profile, a 180'" turn, and landed uneventfully tn a field of short winter wheat 

that had been carefully checked out on loot some days prior to the incident. 

16 SZD Puchacz3658 Minor 06-Jan-08 

12:22 

Hus Bos 69 None 

As the glider touched down on the airfield perimeter track. the tail wheel struck the edge of the tarmac. breaking the tail wheel 

casting. 

17 Astir CS 4948 Minor 19-Dec-07 Strubby 67 None 69 

The glider was low and slow on approach and caught the understde ol the port wing on the airfield perimeter fence. causing 

minor damage. 

18 30-Dec-07 Incident Apt 

Two marshalls moved to remove the wtnch cables from the winch cable retrieve tractor. one operating on the south side and the 

other on the north. Both of the front end cables were released by both operators. The south operator then paused to talk to the 

driver about a previous launch. Because ol the time lapse the south operator assumed that both ol the rear cables had been 

released by the north operator, but the north operator assumed the south operator would release the south cable. Subsequently. 

a third person spoke to the driver about another matter, adding further distraction, and gave a thumbs up in response to the 

driver's answer. The driver interpreted this signal as conltrmation that all the cables had been released and drove off with the 

south cable still attached. To make matters worse. the driver was unable to see through the rear window. which was covered in 

mud. The cable was pulled behind a stationary glider. swinging the tail round and scoring a groove in the fell rudder post. No 

other damage was caused and very lortunately no one was injured. 

19 ASK13 4636 Minor 12-Jan-08 Kingslield. Cyprus None 

15:34 

The winch launch was snatched, probably because of slipping bands on the epicyclic gearbox on the winch (subsequently 

readjusted) . The tail wheel of the glider flit the ground, the glider bounced into the air and the cable broke. The pilot reacted by 

pushing the stick forward to lower the nose of the aircrah. However he lowered the nose to such an extent that despite trying to 

regain level !light, the glider struck the ground hard on the nose wheel. The glider subsequently landed and came to rest. 

20 Duo Discus Minor 27-Jan-08 Incident Apt None 

The Duo Discus was being !lawn solo and wtnch launched when a cable break occurred at 700ft. Aller pushover a clalter was 

heard from the rear. On later inspection a hall roll of wing tape and a metal "lollipop• wingtip derigging tool were found on the 

lloor ol the rear cockpit. The lid to the canvas storage bin below the rear instrument binnacle had not been secured shut. 

21 Capstan 1203 Write oH 

T-49B 

26-Jan-08 

12:40 

1.5 miles 51 

SE Talgarth 77 

Serious 

Minor 

The glider made a field landing approximately 1.5 miles from the Black Mountains GC. Viewed from the air it was reported as 

being substanttally damaged. Both pilots sustained back injuries. one serious, who was taken to hospttal by helicopter. 

4 

22 SZD Junior 5280 Substantial 16-Jan-08 Rattlesden 57 None 68 

11 :13 

As the pilot approached high key. he noticed another glider on base leg. By the time he joined the down wind leg the other glider 

had landed and lhe winch cable tow out truck had commenced its run back !awards the launchpoint. As the pilot turned on to 

base leg. the other glider was being pushed to lhe side of the runway and was parked approximately one quarter ol the way 

down the length of the runway. AI this time the tow out truck was approaching the half way mark on the runway and the pilot cal· 

culaled that when he landed it would be almost opposile the parked glider. He lherelore chose to make an approach allowing lor 

a landing lurther down the runway to be well clear of the parked glider and the tow aut truck. Having closed his airbrakes slightly 

believing an undershoot situation was arising, he maintained his approach speed a1 55k1s, reopening the brakes at the same time 

as checking that he was clear of the other gltder and tow out truck. At this point he became distracted by the glider and truck on 

the side of the runway and failed to round out correctly. The pilot believes that he inadvertently moved the stick forward al the 

same time. resulting in a heavy landing. 
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AAIB Update 
In the latest of our regular series gleaned from the UK 

Air Accident Investigation Branch, we reproduce a 

shortened version of a report into a fatal gliding 

accident and a synopsis of another accident. Full reports 

into both accidents can be found in recent Bulletins on 

the AAI B websilc and we would recommend reading 

them in full 

From AAIB Bulletin 112008: 

Aircraft: 

1 I Scheibc SF27 glider, HCM 
2 ) Schlc,icher ASW 1 Y glidPr, CD I' 
No & Type of Engines: 

11 None 
2 ) i'\ on<~ 

Year of Manufacture: 

I ) 1965 
21 1 Y7Y 
Dale & Time (UTC): 

2 Octobc' r 2006 at 15.15 hrs 
location: 

Sutton llc1nk, North Yorkshire 
Type of Flight: 

1) l1ri vatf' 

2 } ~1 rivatc 

Persons on Board: 

I) Crew- 1. 

2 ) Crew - 1. 
Injuries: 

1 1 Crew - 1 (Mrnor) 
2) Crew - 1 !Fatal) 
Nature of Damage: 

1 i Aircraft destroyed 
2) t\ircraft destroyed 
Commander's Licence: 

Passcnge::~ rs - None 
Passengers - 1'\Jon ) 

Passengers - Nlf\ 
Passengers - N/;\ 

1} British Gliding t\ssoc idtion (fJ GA) Gliding Ccrt ifi CJie 
2J llril i>h ,liding Association (BGA) Gliding Certifi cJIC 
Commander's Age: 

I ) 50 years 
2) 48 years 
Commander's Flying Experience: 

I I 7.33 hours 
Last 90 days - 20 hours 
Last 2.B days - 5 hours 
2) 280 hours 
Last 90 clays - I 0 hours 
Last 28 days - 1 hour 
Information Source: 

AAIB Field Investigation with assistonce from the llritish 
Gliding Association (GGA) 

Synopsis 

Two gliders, o Scheibe Sl'27 and a Schleicher ASW 19B, 
were i!ying close to Sutton Hank, North Yorkshire, when 
they were in collision close to a bank of cloud. Both gliders 
lost portions of wing in the impact '111d were rendered 
incapable of flight. The pilot of the SF27 we1s able to 
escape from his aircraft and pctrachute to the ground: th e 
pilot of the ;\SIN 19 was not able to release his cockpit 
canopy ~1nd was ~i!l ed. The engineering investigation 

indi l';:> tcd th<1t both aircraft were servicmble until the 
moment o( collision. Two S~lfdy Recommendations were 

mode shortly after the event and a further two are made 
in this report. 

Safety actions and recommendations on escape 

Ai\113 discussion w ith experienced glider pilots and 
members nf the BGA, on the subject of cockpit cables, 
suggested th at simil~u modificJtions mJy hJve been made 
to other glidc·rs. Therefor<' , the f<JIIowing Safety 
Recormnendations were made in AAIB Special Bulletin 
8/06, in December 200b: 

Safety Recommendation 2006-127 

The British Gliding ;\ssociation should advise glider pilots 
to incorporate into their pre-flight checks a che.ck to 

April - May 2008 

ensure that no modifications have been made whi ch 
would j.>rc·vcnt the canopy being jetti soned in emergency. 

Safety Recommendation 2006-128 

TI1e Britrsh Gliding A>sociation ,;hould rcm1ind its impectors 
of the provi sions of BGA Glider M,1intenance Schedule 
Task 8, sp cifi cal ly with regord to ensuring thot any 
canopy 111J)' be lully jettisom:d without restri ction. 

The BGA has accepted these recommendations. In 
addition, on a number of ocGlSions the RGA has reminded 
pilots of the need to ensure that nothing interferes with 
th e correct operation of canopy jettison systems. This has 
included technical documentation and an , r1 ic le in th e 
BGA's own 'Sailplane and Gliding' n1c1gazine. 

Analysis of the collision 

The engim:•t->ring investigation indi ca ted that bot h airc;r<.lft 

were St'fviceable until the momen t of colli sion. Hoth 
pilot> were e ·per ienced and rea>onably current, and 
both hdl"l previous experience of flyin g from the Sutton 
Bank site. Although th e· Sr n pilot's medi ca l clecla ld ti on 
was out of elate, the ex,lmination carr ied out hy th e CAA 
provided reassurance that his eyesight met the relevant 
standards. 

The hi~tury nf mid-air collisions involving gliders in 
the UK from I '!86 to 2006 does not demonstrate that 
fli ght in or near cloud is a frequent factor in mid-·ai r 
collisions; only one similar accidc•nt was recorded. 

The absence of any record <Jf th e flight of the ASW 19 
deprived the inves tigation of important information. 
How ver, th e eyewitness J ·count of th two ai rcr:lft 
co llidrng close to cloud, ond the Sl'27 pilot's recoll ect ion 
of >e.cing the other aircrdft COilling tow;1 rcls him, perhaps 
descending out of c loud, suggest that th e pil ot of the 
i\SW 1 'J may have be-n cl cencling fro rn within cloud or 
flying on th e E'dge of cloud. The engineering investigation 
<~Is<> found that his artifi ci dl hori ll)n was upcrating at the 
trme of the accident. His radio, tuned to the cloud flying 
frequency. suggested that he had either IJeen flying in 
cloud, or h,1d considered doing so. Therefore, it seems 
prubab le that the colli sion occurred <15 th ~< ASW 19 
descended out of cloud, or through 'scuddy' cloud near 
th e main loud base. 

Clicler operations rely upon the 'see and avoid' 
princip le, and operatiOns in or nea r cloud make this 
method of co llision avoidance diff icult or impossible. 
Thi s co llision was -ssential ly a consequen e of 
misfortune. However, by choosing to fly clo e to or in 
cl oud, each pilot h7!d accepted an elevated risk of 
encounterin g another aircra ft with litt l~ or no tirne to see 

and avoid it. The investigation considered the gener, I 
procti ce of flyin g gliders in cloud and identified th at little 
guidance Bxisl5, and no formal tra in ing is available to 

glider pilots who wish to le< rn to fly in cloud. lt is 
considered that further action on the pdrl of th e BCA 
would ,1ssist pilots in making good decisions rei vant to 
the ri sks inherent in !light in or near cloud, and therefore, 
th e following Safety Recommendation is made: 

Saiety Recommendation 2007-096 

it is recommended that th e British Cliding Associati on 
should remind glider pilots of its operationol regul ation 
6.12 dnu provide: refE·rence materi al for it.s clubs, 
instructors, and pilots, that ideJlt ifi es the risks associated 
with flying glirlers close to ·loud or in marginill vi sual 
flying conditions. 

There was a safety mec hanism which could have given 
the pilots oi the two :1ircraft the opportunity to he aw;ue 
of each others' proximity, nnd perhnps have assisted in 
avoiding collision, namely the use of their VHF radios. 
Although the HGA had promulgoted procedures under 
which glider pilots could make radio calls announcing 
their intentions to fly in cloud, and provided a specific 
frequency for this purpose 1130.4 MHz), similar guidance 
(and the standard operating procedure at Sutton Bank) 
suggested that pilots flying in the vicinity of th e airfi eld 

should use and monitor another frequency (129.975 
MHz). Thus, while pilots t"ngaged in clourl flying would 
be Jware oi each others ' presencP ;1nd intentions, those 

not cloud flying, but flying closP to the base or e.dg of 
cloud, woulrl not be aware of th e aircraft in , and possib ly 
ohout to exit, the cloud. INhere the cloud Wds 
widespr>ad, and perhaps its boundari es indistinct, thi s 
would provide on opportunity for two pilots, with the 
best intentions of complying with the relevant guidance, 
to encounter each oth er's ilircrJ fl at close quarters 
without warning. This w;1s di s~ ussed with th e flGA, and 
the foll owing Safety Ret;ommendation is made: 

Safety Recommendation 2007-097 

lt is recommended that the llritish Gliding Association 
should provide its clubs, instructors, and pil ots, with 
guidance to achieve the rnos! effectiv l use of th(J BGA 
cloud flying frequency for collision avoidance purposes. 
This guid,mce should take :1ccount of lo al requirements 
to monitor other freqtwncies. 

Additional safety actions 

In the time since the :1ccident, the Well and Gliding Club 
has undertaken to introduce robust procedures to ensure 
that instructors have current medical declarations. 

To read the full report, see www.J.aib.gov.ukipubli cations 

From AAIB Bulletin 2/2008: 

Aircraft: 

DG 505 llan Orion, BGA 4432 JDN 
No & Type of Engines: 

None 
Year of Manufacture: 
jgg7 

Date & Time (UTC): 

22 April 2007 at 15.42hrs 
location: 

'"orth Hill Airfield, llroad hembury. Honiton, Devon 
Type of Flight: 

Private 
Persons on Board: 

Crew - 1 . l~ssengcr~ - None 
Injuries: 

Oew - 1 (Serious). Passengers - N/A 
Nature of Damage: 

Aircraft destroyed 
Commander's !Licence: 
Gliding Certificate with Silver ilddge 
Commander's Age: 

48 years 
Commander's Flying Experience: 

144hrs I 414 launches (Of which S hrs were on type) 
Last 90 clays - 3 hours 
l. <1 sl 28 days - J hours 
Information Source: 

AAIIl Field Investigation 

Synopsis 

The accident occurred during J solo flight, the purpose of 
which was to convert an experienced glider pilot on to 
type. On dpproach, the glider was seen to enter a steep 
dive and strike the ground, seriously injuring the pilot. 
The dive was causl'd by th e failure of a piece of elect ric 
cable being used to restrain the hingc>d rear cockpit head
rest. This allowed the headrest to fJII forward, re>tricting 
the re<Jrward trave l of th <.: rear cockpit control column 
resulting in a loss of control. The electrical cable had 
been filted as a repl,1cement for th e origin,tl nylon cord, 
installed by the manuf<1cturer, which had become 
damaged. 

To read the full report, see www.aaib.gov.uk!public~tions 
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Climate and Dusty Free Covers 

>;.::,. 
A.ll 

Sweden 
www.emfo.se emfo@telia.com 

For More Information Contact Lars-Erik Blom 
EMFO AB Sweden 
Fax 46 504 15161 

MASON RESTORATION 

Glider and Motorglider 
CofA Inspections 

Weight and Balance 
Repairs and Refinishi.ng on 

Wood and Glassfibre 

27 KeUett Gate, Low Fulney, 
Spalding, Lines PE12 6EH 

Phone: Dave Mason 01775 723737 
Email: silent.flight@l'irgin.net 

FOR SALE
PUCHAC% S.ZD-50-3 

This professionally maintained and low hours Puchacz (G-CHSC) 

is offered for sale and includes; 

* Cobra Trailer * 720 Ch Radio * Borgelt & Sage Varios 

* Panel mounted Garmin GPS * Parachutes 

* EASA C of A (in progress) 

Offers around £25,000 

For further details or viewing, contact Pete Stratten on 077 49 908444 or 
email pete@gliding.co.uk 

\1i11lage GHcler l~all~ (3-5 Ma~ 2008) 

Gransden Lodge 
h me of Cambridge GC 

Accommod lion 
Caterin and Bar 
Thennals (?) 

DEVELOPMENT TEAM ADVISORS 
The BGA is seeking volunteers to join the team of expert advisors attached to the Development Committee, who together pro
vide support and advice to clubs, assisting them w ith their successful management and development_ 

In order to support the existing team of professionals and volunteers, there is a need for specialist experience and expertise in 
the following areas: Site moving; Club strategy development; Environmental management; Volunteer management; Financial 
management and funding; IT Management; Building and project management; HR. Individuals recruited to these positions are 
likely be asked to contribute to the development of guidance material for clubs, to advise individual clubs on a particular issue as 
needed and contribute to the occasional Development Commit tee meeting. 

If you think you could contribute to any of t hese voluntary positions, p lease initially contact the Chairman of the Development 
Committee, via the BGA Office, specifying w hich area interests you and ask ing for a description of the role. 

Diana King, Chairman, BGA Development Committee, 
British Gliding Association, Kimberley house, Vaughn Way, Leicester LE1 4SE 

Tel: 0116 2531051 Fax: 0116 2515939 Email: office@gliding.co.uk 

Sal/plane & Gliding 
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Classifieds 
Please send the text of your classified 
advert to Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not 
to the editor)- debbie@gliding.co.uk. 
Call 0116 253 1051 if you have any queries 
about classified adverts. 

Please remember that, if you are emailing 
text, your advert may not appear unless we 
have received payment by post or credit card 
by the deadline. The deadline for classifieds 
to be included in the June - July 2008 issue 
of Sailplane & Gliding is May 5, 2008 after 
which any adverts received will be published 
in the following issue. 

Text: SOp/word, minimum twenty words (£16). 
Black and white photographs: £6 extra 
Box number: £3 extra. All prices include VAT. 

Training dates for 2008 I 

Child Protection and Vulnerable Adult Awareness 
Sessions. which are gliding club focused, are provided 
lor Child Protecllon Leads and Deputies, Committee 
Members and Membership of BGA clubs. They cover 
best practice issues including the latest up to date 
information on legislation and generally providing a 
forum for questions. These sessions are certificated 
and for this attendance is required throughout. 

Aston Down Sunday 6th April 2008 09.30 registration 
t 0.00-13.00 

Husbands Bosworth Sunday 27th April 2008 09.30 reg
istration 10.00-13.00 

Norfolk Gliding Club Sunday 11th May 09.30 registra
tion 10.00-13.00 

To book please contact Phil Burton on 
01986 895314 or 07799 831504. Places are limited. 

FOR SALE 

DG400. Superb condition, wings and tailplane 
refinished recently. ColA to June 2008. Built 
1984. 2150 hours. Cambridge L-Nav and GPS
Nav, Winter vario, AIH, T/S, compasses (Bohli 
and E2), full oxygen kit , radio , headset, para
chute. Cobra trailer. Spindelberger one-man 
towing-out gear. Best value for money among 
SLMGs. Maintained by DG's UK agent, 
Me Lean Aviation. £37,000 o.n .o. Contact: Mike 
Gee 020-7794 7770 or m.gee3@ntlworld.com 

SLINGSBY T61C Falke motor glider based at 
Hinton-in-Hedges in own weatherproofed T
Hangar. Wings refurbished/ recovered Nov 
2006. New st/st exhaust 2006. ColA. 720 chan
nel radio. GPS mount. £45.00 p/m. £20.00 p/h 
wet. £7.00 p/h eng off. A one-quarter share 
available for £1850. Good availability. Internet 
booking. Contact gstiddig@talktalk .net or 
07737 404580. 

LS8-18 Finish much better than when new 
having been re-profiled and re-gelled using 
Schwabballack in 2005. C of A until March 
2009. Borgelt's latest 8500 nav computer with 
connected iPaq 39xx/5xxx mount. RC Alien 
horizon. Seeker AR3201 radio with panel 
fitted microphone. Volkslogger. Tailwheel. 
Wing tailplane and canopy covers. Tow-out 
gear. Cobra trailer with hydraulic ramp. 
£46,000 ovno. 01279 850713 or 
philip.jeffery@homecall.co.uk 

H205 CLUB LIBELLE. Based Lee on Solent. 
Built 1975, ColA Sept 2008. 1413 hours, stan
dard instruments, new radio. Trailer & tow-out 
gear £7000 Call Steve 07887 600452 

April - May 2008 

Soar the New Zealand Alps 

Gavin Wills 
Mountain Soaring School 

Season: October to March 
Personalised soaring adventures 

and courses 
Enjoy the most spectacular soaring 

on earth! 

All information and contacts: 
www.glideomarama.com 

NIMBUS 2c/20.3m, G-DEFF full kit, CARBON 
FIBER WINGS (Refinished) , 49-1 (Jayne's 
world), Excellent handiing/brakes. 1726hrs 575 
launches, full panel, New ATR600. GPS, A/H. 2 
batteries, oxy, etc stands, tow/out etc, Glass 
covered trail'er refurbished , 01495 772437 

ASTIR CS-77 at Lasham. Two Quarter shares 
£1250 ea, or whole outfit £5000. Oxygen, cov
ers, parachute, trailer, tow-out gear. 02380 
553942, or geoff.chaplin@virgin.net for photos 
and description. 

H205 Club Libelle. Based Lee on Solent. Built 
1975, ColA Sept 2008. 1413 hours, standard 
instruments, new radio. Trailer & tow-out gear 
£7000 Call Steve 07887 600452 

Unique side by side two seat glider, the 
Silene, refurbished, 17M, 37:1 performance. 
Comes with instruments parachutes and a 
good trailer. Based at Husbands Bosworth. 
Contact: Barry Broom on 01455 554946 or 
em ail: barry _broom@btinternet.com 

LAK 12 680 Hours, basic panel, T&S, Oxygen, 
760 Radio, Parachute, Trailer, 2 man rig , water 
ball'ast, covers. Good condition. £7500. Based 
Hus Bos 01922 631006 

LS8-18 For Sale incl Cobra Trailer, Full 
Competition Panel, Parachute and Wing 
Covers. New EASA C of A. Manutacturered 
1998. 1271 hours. No Accidents. Panel incl. 
302, lpaq and Winpilot, ATR 600 Radio and RC 
Alien AIH. £44,500 . Call Nick Hoare 
07867527348 or Graham Smith 07748700766. 
email: grahamsmiffy@gmail.com 

SLINGSBY T61A Falke. Airframe 2600. Engine 
50 hours since factory reman. Hangered 
mid Wales. Fresh annual and ColA. Radio, GPS, 
Turn&Siip, Cambri Covers. Pictures at 
www.meliar.com/falke.htm Priced at £9,500 
Andrew 01597 860291 

VENTUS 2ax Good condition, Low Hours, 
Cobra Trailer, Tow out gear, EASA complete. 
Instruments additional if required. £40,000 . 
07801 324019. wells.glide@virgin.net 

DISCUS CS Immaculate condition only 259 
hours: never damaged; C4 computer, 
Scholfield Trailer. Based Darlton. To View Tel: 
Doug Wass 01246 862504 

Lake Keepit Soaring Club 
Visiting Australia? 

X/C site- friendly club 
Good glider availability 

Web info: www.keepitsoaring.com 
E-mail: enquiries@keepitsoaring.com 

REGISTRATION MARKINGS 
Make sure you comply with 

EASA I CAA Regulations. 
Easy to apply vinyl lettering 

for your glider. 

We can also supply a 'stencil' 
so you can accurately paint the 

lettering if you prefer. 

Contact Signpost Express on 
01983 821778 for details 

or visit our website at 
www.glider-vinyl-signs.co.uk 

(boat graphics at www.boatnames.co.uk) 

DISCUS BWL built 1988, excellent condition, 
winglets, LNAV, volkslogger, Winpilot , EW'D', 
AIH, T&S, radio. Good schroeder trailer. 
£29,500 call Mark Davis 07808 635496 
mark@assemblysol.co.uk 

DG400. Superb condition , wings and tailplane 
refinished recently. ColA to June 2008. Built 
1984. 2150 hours. Cambridge L-Nav and 
GPS-Nav, Winter vario, AIH, T/S, compasses 
(Bohli and E2), full oxygen kit, radio, headset, 
parachute. Cobra trailer. Spindelberger one
man towing-out gear. Best value for money 
among SLMGs. Maintained by DG's UK agent, 
McLean Aviation. £37,000 o.n.o. 

Contact: Mike Gee 020-7794 7770 or 
m.gee3@ntlworld.com 

LS6-C 15/17.6m G-DHEZ with EASA C of A to 
Feb 2009. Built 1992, s/n 6264, 1200 hours 
and 370 launches, owned from new with origi
nal gel coat in excellent condition. No prangs or 
modifications. Cambridge 302,303, All , ASI, 
PZL vario, Seeker radio, AIH, T/S, Bohli. Fin 
tank, 3 battery circuits, u/c warning, auto 
cruise/climb switching, oxygen cylinder bay. 
Cobra trailer with tow out gear and wing cov
ers. Based Lasham. £36,000 ono. John Taylor 
(01962 862890) or John Cruttenden (02380 
254930, der.baron@vlrgin,net) . 

LS8 18 I 15m Full competition fit, excellent 
condition, EASA ColA, G-CJCP, built 1997, sn 
8146, 1137 hrs, 342 launces, Cambridge Gps 
Nav 25 linked to lpaq 3630 PDA, C4 competi
tion . 57 mm T +S, ASI and ALT Beck er 4201, 
Compass, Bug wipers, Cobra trailer with tow 
out gear and water ballast equipment. Some 
spares 46,000 contact derrenfrancis@aol.com 
07880558120 

NIMBUS 4DT - Lasham (Cockpit & Engine 
Included) Shares available to experienced & 
competent pilots with sense of humour in new 
syndicate of 7/8 persons with friendly group 
flying arrangement. Website booking. 
VGC. Approx £11-12k per share. 
jbrucenicholson@ hotmail.com 07979 720 54 7. 

LS8-18b (Turbo box), made 2002, cobra trailer, 
comp'lete outfit £54,000 ono (incl. VAT) see 
www.crabb.biz/ls8.htm for full details or call 
+44(0) 18585 575665 e-mail paul@crabb.biz 

ACCOMMODATION 

FLORIDA. Fully aircon holiday home, pool , 4 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. Convenient for 
Seminole Lake Gliderport and other Florida fly
ing and holiday attractions. Full details from 
Shane Guy. Tel: 01223 236618 
shane.guy@btinternet.com 
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British Gliding Association 

THE 1000 CLUB MONTHLY LOTTERY 
A great chance to win substantial cash prizes and at the 
same time enable the Philip Wills Memoria l Fund to 
make loans to clubs for site purchase and development. 

This monthly lottery started in July t 992 and has room 
for many more participants. The first prize winner drawn 
will take half the prize money each month and the next 
two drawn will take a quarter each. 

HALF of the proceeds go to the Philip Wills Memorial 
Fund to help with its work in developing BGA clubs and 
the other HALF is distributed each month in the form of 
3 CASH PRIZES. The more participants we have, the 
greater the prize money pool. 

1st PRIZE - 50% of the prize money pool. 
2 Runner Up Prizes of 25% each of the prize money pool. 

Chances/numbers can only be bought from the BGA at 
£1 .00 each. Those whose money has been received at 
the BGA by the end of each month will then participate 
in the draw on the first Wednesday of each following 
month . Tickets will not be issued in order to keep the 
administrative costs low but each member will purchase 
a "number' which will go into the draw. lt is hoped that 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 
INSURANCE? 

Contact: 
Tony Fidler 

Glider pilot for 35+ years 
40+ years insurance 

experience 
ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 

INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 
Spalding, Lines PE12 908 

Tel: 01406 362462 
Fax: 01406 362124 

E-mail: robin_fidler@yahoo.co.uk 

Authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Services Authority 

Viny!Giide.co.uk 
A linal glide finish for your glider registration marks 

VinyiGiide computer cut gloss sell-adhesive vinyl lellerlng 
- we have worked it all out tor you to comply with 
EASAICAA regulations and it comes with illustrated appli
cation instructions, ready for you to apply. from £60.00 + 
VAT. Choose your colour and size and order online. 

VlnyiGIIdc !rem WESSEX PRINT CENTRE, suppliers ol high quality cut 
and printed vinyl lcr vehicles, signs and banners. 

Go to www.VinyiGllde.co.uk for full details, links to regula· 
lions and to order or phone 07976 247505 
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members will purchase 12 months' worth of tickets at a 
lime. Winners will receive their prizes direct from the 
BGA and a list of their names will be published in S&G. 

Please complete the form below and return it to the BGA 
with your payment. Please note that only BGA members 
and their families may participate and that the BGA is 
registered under the Lotteries And Amusements Act 
1976 wi th Leicester City Council. 

Pete Straiten 
Promoter 

r--------------------- -- -----------
To: Pele Stratten. British GUdlng Atsociatlon. Kttnberley House, 

Vaughan Way. Leicester LE1 4SE 

Please 1nclude me 1n 1 •1000 dUC" and I enciOS& £12.00 (payable to 
BGA) lor twelve monl~ of entnes. or mulliples thereof. 

Name Signed 

Address 

EASA COMPUANT REGISTRAnON 
LETTERS & STAINLESS STEEL 

REGISTRAnON PlATES 
High quality self-adhesive gloss Vinyl registration letters and 

identification plates. Spray masks also available. 

Computer cut to order. Wide choice of colours in stock. Fast 
despatch to comply with EASA regulations 

"Supply only" £60.00 plus P & P and VAT 
(complete set of letters/masks) 

Spray or vinyl application service also available 

Order now by ringing 01488 71774 or 
email: onice@southernsailplanes.freeserve.co.uk 

(Debit I Credit cards accepted) 

SOUTHERN SAilPLANES 

GIZMO INSTRUMENTS 
Digital Altimeter Vario/averager 

£199 in(. VAT £249 in(, VAT 

Latest, state of the art, quality 
instruments at affordable prices. 

For further details or to buy online visit 
www.gizmo-instruments.co.uk or call 

(01550) 779107 
Gizmo Instruments are designed and manufactured by 

Premier Electronics (UK) Ltd 

Sailplane & Gliding's cover and entire contents are the copyright of The 
British Gliding Association. Nothing herein may be republ ished in any 
medium or format. in whole or in part, without explicit prior written 
permission from the publisher. Views expressed herein are not neces
sarily !hose of the BGA, nor of the editor. The publisher reserves the 
right to accept, reject, discontinue or edit any advertising offered for 
publication. Publicat ion and/or inclusion of advertising is not an 
endorsement, qualification, approval or guarantee of the advertiser or 
of the service or product advertised. Readers are advised to make their 
own enquiries in respect of advertisers they may use. 
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"94o/o of pilots injured in heavy 
landing accidents had spinal injury" 
- German safety study 

Dynatoam sheet 410mm x 460mm x 12.5mm 

wasill.9S Now £18.50 Save £4.45 ) 
Dynaloam sheet 410mm x 460mm x 25mm 

Was £27.95 Now 

Rugged, submersible 
VHF Transceiver -
25KHz and 8.33 KHz 
spacing 
VOR receiver/ display 
SW Transmit power 
250 Memory Channels 
1.4Ah NiMH Battery 
and desktop charger 
Headset adapter 

Whatever you fly 
don't fly with an out of date char 

Chart Sheet No. Edition New Edition 
Available From* 

Southern England & Wales 34 10 April 08 
Northern England & Northern Ireland 31 8 May 08 
Scotland 26 2 July 09 

England South 8 12 14 February 08 
West & South Wales 7 7 30 July 09 
England East 6 8 5 June 08 
Central England & Wales 5 8 9 April 09 
The Borders 4 6 10 April 08 
Northern Ireland 3 6 4 June 09 
North Scotland East 2 5 3 July 08 
North Scotland West 1 5 28 August 08 

London Heli Routes 13 20 November 08 
'These publication dates may be subject to change 

The new market leader in 
navigation displays 
o Super-bright S.Sin Navigation 

Display with IGC Flight 
Recorder ' 

o Integrated GPS 
o Simple user interface with Full 

function remote keypad 
o Moving map with selectable layers 
o comprehensive task optimization 
o Glide "amoeba" (shows areas you can 

reach, taking wind and terrain tnto 
account) 

o Airmass history 
o Airspace monitor 
o Landability status monitor 

Aeronautical Charts & Data (AC&D) 

Directorate of Airspace Policy 

Civil Aviation Authority 

K6, CAA House, 45-59 Kingsway, 

London WC2B 6TE 

With views and comments, 

contact AC&D VFR chart editor 

at vfrcharts@caa.co.uk 

A textual list of updates that effect published versions of the charts is available online at www.caa.eo.uk/charts 
A list of approved stockists can be 
found at www.caa.co.uk/charts 

product lncludea map data licenHCI from Ordnance Survey. e Crown Copyright and database righl 2004. 
riQhls reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence Number PU 1 00018846 

www.caa.co.uk/charts
www.caa.ce.uk/charts
mailto:vlrcharts@caa.co.uk



